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DEDICATION 


THIS BOOK IS DEDICATED TO MY BELOVED LORD RAM 


I dedicate this Book to Lord Sri Ram who is my dearest of dear, most beloved, the 
essence of my life and being, and for whom, and for whose pleasure, and on whose 
behest, and on whose divine mission, this book is dedicated. 

Nothing that I write is of my own creation. It is the Lord who is getting it 
done. So I deserve no credit. However, being an ordinary man like the rest of us, I 
may have committed errors, and for those I beg forgiveness. I hope this book will help 
to continue the great tradition of singing the glories of the different aspects of same 
indivisible one Divinity in order to meet diverse needs of the Soul, the Spirit, one 
such being to find peace and happiness amidst the surrounding turmoil of the world 
by being able to spend some time in the thoughts of the Divine Being, the same 
‘Parmatma’, the same Lord known by different names in different tongues. 

I submit this effort at the holy feet of my beloved Lord Ram, and surely also to 
Lord Hanuman who was very dear to the Lord, with this humble little prayer that 
comes to my lips: ‘Lord God; Glorious and Blessed be Thy Name. I yield Thee my 
most hearty thanks and reverential gratitude that Thou hast given me the honour and 
the privilege and the opportunity to serve Thee and fulfil Thy desire to spread Thine 
Good Word for the good and welfare of the human kind through the Books Thou hast 
got written through these humble hands of mine. And for that mercy and graciousness 
of Thee, I shall ever and for ever remain Thine grateful and thankful and obliged.’ 

I hope the reader will find my book useful and interesting. Since English is an 
international language, this book will help the English speaking world to access this 
wonderful story narrated straight away from masterpieces of classical Indian 
scriptural texts. 


“He leadeth me! O blessed tho't! 

O words with heav'nly comfort fraught! 
What-e'er I do, wher-e'er I be, 

Still 'tis God's hand that leadeth me!” [A Hymn] 


Ajai Kumar Chhawchharia 
Author 


Story of Ravana and the Epic War of Lanka 


Told in Slow Motion 


[Entirely Based on the Classics Ram Charit Manas, Kavitawali, 
Geetawali, Adhyatma Ramayan & Anand Ramayan] 


Preface 


This is a most fascinating and charming story of Ravana, the Great King of the 
Demon Race. It was Ravana for whom the Supreme Lord of the World, Lord Vishnu, 
the Supreme Being, had to come down here on earth as a human being, in the form of 
Lord Ram, the prince of the kingdom of Ayodhya. 


The Story of Ravana is intertwined with and inseparable from the divine Story of 
Lord Ram, the incarnate Supreme Being, because the Lord had to come down to earth 
expressly due to Ravana, for the latter had become so extremely demonic in his 
behaviour, breaking all boundaries of tolerance and tormenting everyone so much that 
mother earth and the gods had found it impossible to bear the burden any longer. So 
they ultimately prayed to Lord Vishnu, the Supreme Lord of this world, to do 
something to eliminate this scourge, at which the Lord promised them that there is 
only one way to do it, and it is that he would have to personally deal with the matter 
by manifesting himself as a human being in the person of a great prince of the 
kingdom of Ayodhya, and in this form he would be known by the name of Lord Ram. 


The Lord selected the household of the king of Ayodhya, named Dasrath, to reveal 
himself in the form of ‘Sri Ram’ for a specific reason, and it is that Dasrath had done 
severe penance in his previous birth as king Manu, along with his queen Satrupa, and 
had at that time sought the boon of having the privilege of being able to enjoy the 
feeling of supreme happiness, thrill and ecstasy that one would feel when loving and 
showing affection to the Lord of the World in a physical way just like ordinary 
parents do with respect to their beloved and dearest son. 


Now, this grand and magnificent story has been immortalised in the form of the well- 
known epic called *The Ramayana', of which there are many versions and renderings 
in many languages. The ‘Story of Ravana and the Epic War of Lanka’ is an integral 
part of this story of Lord Ram. But since all the versions and renderings of the 
Ramayan are centred around the main character or hero of the story, i.e. Lord Ram, 
Ravana is side-lined; Ravana's central role in the story as being the primary cause of 
Lord Ram's birth and the events that followed that made the wonderful story of the 
‘Ramayan’ so famous and of epic proportions is almost forgotten and neglected—for 
it is an undisputed matter-of-fact that neither would have Lord Vishnu revealed 
himself as Lord Ram, nor would we have the classic known as the Ramayan if there 
was no Ravana and his clan of ferocious and vicious demons who lived in Lanka. 
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Our present Book titled “The Story of Ravana and the Epic War of Lanka” is a unique 
journey of discovery and exploration because we would be reading this wondrous and 
magnificent Story with an analytical mind by closely examining each and every 
development that comes our way just like adventurers and explorers would do look 
around carefully, with a lot of interest, zeal and enthusiasm, to watch out for any new 
things they may discover, things not hitherto paid attention to or descried by anyone 
but which are of exceptional interest and value, while walking on a path not traversed 
earlier by others. 


Our Book and its Story therefore are not a routine re-telling of the classic Ramayan; it 
is an exciting and thrilling and adventurous journey along a new path not traveled , 
not explored and not discovered afore-time. This being the case, as with all 
explorations and discoveries, we shall be moving slowly in our narration and the 
reading of this grand and fascinating Story, observing closely and analytically, as best 
as we can, all the events and episodes as they unfold before us. 


For the purpose of the narration of this magnificent and wondrous ‘Story of Ravana 
and the Epic War of Lanka’ from different perspectives, to make it multi-disciplinary 
in its approach, to give it a Kaleidoscopic effect, and to make it as interesting, 
absorbing, diverse and colourful as possible, we shall draw our narrative from 
different sources—such as all the classics of Tulsidas that describe this story, i.e. Ram 
Charit Manas, Kavitawali and Geetawali, and from Adhyatma Ramayan of Veda 
Vyas, as well as from Anand Ramayan of Valmiki. This will give us a very 
comprehensive narration and present the story from different angles and perspectives 
as described in all these books, for each has its own beauty, and a combination of 
them all would be a classical narrative in its own right. 


A blend of prose and poetry as represented respectively by Ram Charit Manas, 
Adhyatma Ramayan and Anand Ramayan on the one hand, and by Geetawali 
Ramayan and Kavitawali Ramayan on the other hand, makes for a wonderfully 
delightful reading of this Story, and adds flavour to the narrative as each of these 
classical books have their own style of narration that is unique to each of them. So 
while the narration from the first three books, viz. Ram Charit Manas, Adhyatma 
Ramayan and Anand Ramayan tell the Story in a continues stream of events linked 
one to another, the other two books, viz. Geetawali and Kavitawali are more focused 
on describing single events selected from the Story, using different classical styles of 
poetic composition to narrate one event in different ways. 


This unique approach of blending all these books together to tell one Single Story 
serves an excellent purpose: the reader first reads the Story as it is told in the first 
three books (Ram Charit Manas, Adhyatma Ramayan and Anand Ramayan) in a 
continous flow of narration of events, and then at certain intervals he pauses to rewind 
and read verses from the other two books (Geetawali Ramayan and Kavitawali 
Ramayan) in a virtual ‘slow motion’ mode to focus his attention on certain 
developments that need closer examination and enjoyed more thoroughly as was 
envisioned by their composer Tulsidas when he penned these two books as 
independent narratives of the Story of the Ramayan in addition to Ram Charit Manas 
which describes the Story in a continous flow of narrative like the usual pattern of 
telling a tale. The pause thus created by the insertion of Geetawali and Kavitawali in 
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the general flow of the narration of this Story gives a closer, ring-side and focused 
view of certain singular events to the reader as they need special attention, a pattern 
he would thoroughly enjoy and relish in his mind as he reads along. It also helps to 
add colour of different hues to the Story just like a ‘big picture’ that is made from a 
mosaic of different colours and pieces fitted together and arranged in a perfect 
manner. 


The Anand Ramayan tells us that the Ravana whom the world feared so much, and 
who was regarded as being the strongest and the bravest warrior in the creation, one 
who could not be challenged, one who was deemed to be invincible and inviolable by 
all accounts, was in reality a weakling, someone who only boasted of his immense 
powers and strength in front of those who were gullible and could be cowed down by 
his boisterous claims, for it is a fact that he had been defeated repeatedly and 
subjected to severe humiliation many a times but he never learnt a lesson or felt 
ashamed at the abject insults and outright rebukes heaped on him, pretending on the 
contrary that nothing had happened and continuing with his recklessness. 


He had been blessed by some truly extraordinary boons which would have ordinarily 
made him actually unconquerable in this creation so much so that not even the God of 
Death could have harmed him, but his own sinful and pervert deeds and his over- 
confidence in his abilities created situations that led to some severe curses being cast 
upon him that created holes in the defensive armour provided by the boons he had 
acquired, curses which virtually neutralized the benefit he had from these boons, 
resulting ultimately into his fall and death. We read these in the narrative of the 
Anand Ramayan very succinctly. 


But a time came when he realized the folly of all this, but it was too late by then to 
make amends. He realized that his soul was doomed if he was not careful even at that 
late hour and does not devise a device by which his salvation and emancipation can be 
somehow arranged. It was this grave realization, albeit late yet sincere and 
convincing, that made Ravana manoeuvre things in such a delicate way that he could 
be killed by the Supreme Lord himself, because he correctly judged that if the 
Supreme Lord himself comes to kill him, which means to free his soul from the evil 
body in which it dwelled, then it would be sure and certain that his soul would find 
redemption—because the merciful and compassionate Lord who loves all would not 
allow anything to the contrary to happen, as it was his vow and reputation that he 
provides deliverance to the fallen and the sinful! 


It ought to be expressly noted here in the context of the observations made above that, 
in all sooth and without any doubt, this was the singular reason why Ravana 
voluntarily invited the wrath of Lord Ram, who was a human incarnation of Lord 
Vishnu, the Supreme Being, by abducting his wife Sita, who was actually goddess 
Laxmi, so that the Lord would willingly and certainly liberate his soul from the cage 
of his evil body by ‘killing him’ in the epic war of Lanka! This fact is explicitly said 
in (a) Anand Ramayan, Sarkand, Canto 13, verse nos. 120-125, (b) Ram Charit 
Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 3-5 that precede Doha no. 23, and (c) 
Adhyatma Ramayan, Aranya Kand, Canto 5, verse nos. 59-60; Uttar Kand, Canto 3, 
verse nos. 29-42, 54-59. 


12 


Ravana’s character is a study in contrast however: he was born a Brahmin, had a great 
pedigree because he had an illustrious sage named Visrawa as his father and another 
great sage Pulastya as his grandfather, was well-versed in the scriptures by the grace 
of his learned father and grandfather, was in the earlier stages of his life an 
honourable young man who abhorred anything deemed to be incorrect and immoral, 
but who by the fiat of fate had gradually made a U-turn to become one of the most 
vile, sinful, pervert and hated creature in the Lord’s creation. When we read his 
history we discover that the blame of converting this otherwise righteous son of an 
illustrious sage into a truly demonic creature, a blood-thirsty monster who was most 
immoral and cruel by nature, one who derived sadistic pleasure in doing evil deeds 
and tormenting others without a cause, and who did everything unworthy without a 
trace of shame in him, rests squarely upon his mother, named Kaikasi, who was the 
daughter of a demon named Sumali. True to her upbringing and the evil blood 
running through her veins, she had no compunctions or regrets in overseeing her own 
son’s fall from grace by converting him into a shameful and evil demon. We learn 
from Ravana’s story how a mother has a greater influence upon her son and plays a 
far more crucial role in moulding a person’s character, behaviour and nature that 
determine his future and fate than his father does. 


When we say that Ravana was a ‘demon’ we refer not so much to his physical 
features that were monster-like as to his nature, temperament and character traits that 
were demonic to the extreme, being sinful, evil, pervert, cruel, haughty, arrogant, 
wicked, greedy, unrighteous, deceitful, blood-thirsty and war-mongering, sexually 
promiscuous and lascivious, and having virtually all the negative characteristics that 
are collectively called Tama Gunas—the dark moral traits in a person. So we see that 
inspite of being born in the family of great Brahmin sages, Ravana turned into a most 
loathed creature in this creation who had no shame worth the name left in him. 


Ravana had become a big Hector and Achilles of his time; a big bully and tormentor, 
a merciless brute, a ruthless and unbridled warrior, a haughty, arrogant and egoist 
ruler of the world, but at the same time matchlessly brave, bold, valorous, courageous, 
strong, fearless and mighty, someone invincible and immune to death except for one 
weakness in his body which made him vulnerable, his Navel, for if someone hit him 
here with a sharp weapon, such as an arrow, it was destined that Ravana would die, 
very much like Achilles’ Heels. 


The story of Lord Ram that has been immortalised in the form of the great epic known 
universally as the ‘Ramayan’, a story that has been narrated and retold in different 
ways and in different languages through the ages by many an illustrious sages, saints, 
bards and poets, is though centred around the personality of Lord Ram and his time 
and deeds, but it is also not a deniable fact that it was the Lord’s conquest of Lanka of 
which Ravana was a king, and the death of Ravana and other great demon warriors 
that included his kin in the war, that is perhaps the only singular event that has led to 
the glorification of the story of the Ramayan as well as the event that has made Lord 
Ram become in immortal hero who had vanquished the evil forces represented by the 
demons of whom Ravana was a king. 


The glorious and most fascinating story of Lord Ram cannot be de-linked and 
separated from the story of Ravana, as both of them played an equally important role 
in the story. Lord Ram’s name and that of Ravana are integral to the story of 
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Ramayan, and undeniably the fame and the glory of both depends upon the other—for 
had it not been for Lord Ram and the death of Ravana at his hands, especially of the 
fact that at the time of death Ravana’s soul had emerged from his gross body in the 
form of a brilliant shaft of light to enter the divine body of Lord Ram who represented 
the Supreme Being, Ravana would have been one of the thousands of demons who 
took birth and were killed in due course of time, and similarly Lord Ram had acquired 
such fame and glory as he indeed had for the simple and manifest reason that the Lord 
had conquered and eliminated an invincible and all-powerful warrior as Ravana who 
had the privilege of protection from death due to the boons that were granted to him 
by the Creator himself, and whose name sent shivers amongst the Gods who cowered 
for cover as soon as they heard of him. 


The Lord’s fame and glory and honour and majestic powers got incontrovertibly well 
established and recognized in the annals of history, and acquired the glorious sheen 
and the radiance and splendour with which it has shone down the ages due to the 
Lord’s conquest of the cruel, evil and sinful demon race, and the elimination of the 
scourge and havoc caused by these demons led by their great and mighty king Ravana 
who had become invincible and unconquerable even for the Gods. 


It is surely and without gainsay an irrefutable and unchallengeable fact therefore that 
it is due to Ravana that the glory of Lord Ram was brought to the fore and had shone 
in the world like the splendorous sun in the sky, because had it not been for the Lord’s 
conquest of Lanka and his elimination of the cruel demons led by Ravana and his kin, 
the Lord would have been one of the long chain of kings and princes of the royal 
dynasty that ruled over the kingdom of Ayodhya since a long time in the past. Lord 
Ram at the most would have been the greatest and the most renowned king in the 
illustrious dynasty of Ayodhya descending from king Ikshwaku and king Raghu, with 
all the kings of this line being great and mighty and renowned in their own rights, all 
being judicious rulers and ardent followers of the laws of Dharma (righteousness, 
probity, propriety and goodness) who ruled with kindness and compassion; and that 
would have been all. 


Ravana’s prowess, valour and might can be judged from the fact that the mighty and 
all-powerful Gods scampered for cover as soon as they heard Ravana approaching, 
and his mere name instilled the fear of life in them. These Gods, small and big, had all 
of them surrendered themselves and yielded before his great warrior of the demon 
race. Surely therefore it was no mean feat for Lord Ram to defeat and eliminate such a 
formidable force as what Ravana represented. 


The Gods were the rulers of the world, and to subjugate them was equivalent to 
subjugating the world. Ravana had fought fierce battles with the Gods to vanquish 
them, but he had another formidable enemy which came in the way of the fulfilment 
of his ambition of being the supreme ruler of the whole world. They were the sages, 
ascetics and hermits who had tremendous spiritual and mystical powers acquired by 
their austerities and penances, and it became necessary for Ravana to somehow get 
over this remaining obstacle. It was easy for him to defeat an enemy such as the Gods 
in war, but Ravana was in a quandary when it came to vanquishing the sages, hermits 
and ascetics—because they never took up arms and ‘fought’ like a warrior. So what 
should he do? He began tormenting and harassing them; defiling their religious 
sacrifices, plundering their hermitages, and constantly inflicting extreme cruelty upon 


14 


them and creating such nuisance for them that gradually the burden of sins became 
overwhelming. 


Had Ravana’s show of strength and valour and attempt at supremacy been limited to 
the Gods it would not have been so bad for him, but his torture of innocent creatures 
and tormenting of holy souls was his undoing and led to his downfall. 


Therefore, throughout history and mythological narratives, Ravana has been depicted 
as being a horribly sinful and evil character. That perhaps is the reason why the word 
‘demon’, which itself symbolises an evil and terribly sinful nature, had come to be 
appended to his name. As a result, our minds have been conditioned to treat Ravana 
as a hugely ‘demonic’ person with an evil character and as a fallen soul, a vile person 
who has always been reviled and demonised by one and all, but it is so easily and 
usually forgotten that though it is true that on the face he was indeed a sinful and evil 
person by his deeds and the actions of his gross physical body, but internally he was 
an illustrious and enlightened soul, a soul so high and powerful that even the Supreme 
Being (Lord Vishnu) had to come down to earth as a human being (Lord Ram) and do 
severe Tapa (penance, austerity and suffering of hardship for some great cause) by 
way of spending fourteen long years in the forest, walking barefoot for thousands of 
miles to reach the city of Lanka, face the ignominy and humiliation of having his 
divine consort (Sita) abducted, make humble monkeys and bears as friends, suffer the 
ravages of a bloody war, and so on and so forth—just to kill Ravana! 


Is this in itself not an extraordinary and an unbelievable thing that the Supreme 
Being—who is supposed to possess unimaginably great supernatural and mystical 
powers that would empower him to create or destroy and recreate the entire creation 
by as much as a mere wish—could not eliminate one single individual (Ravana) 
whom all the Gods and all other creatures had wanted to be got rid of, an individual 
who had subdued the heaven and the earth, and who had unleashed a reign of terror 
that directly challenged the authority of the Supreme Being himself, without having to 
take the trouble of having to come down to earth as a human and having to fight a 
hand-to-hand battle with his opponent? 


The implied message is obvious. It was not easy to eliminate Ravana, because he had 
such stupendous mystical powers as none others possessed, not even Lord Vishnu. 
This power of Ravana was acquired by intense Tapa and sharpening of the spiritual 
prowess of his soul. So therefore to achieve the feat of slaying Ravana his opponent 
was required to have mystical powers and strength that would surpass that of Ravana, 
powers that cannot come while living in the luxury of heaven, as was the case with 
Lord Vishnu. So therefore, if Ravana was to be vanquished, Vishnu too would be 
required to do Tapa that was at least equal to if not more severe than that done by 
Ravana as indicated by the Lord’s coming down from heaven to the mortal world and 
suffering its horrors and pains like an ordinary human being. 


And besides all this, there are other remarkable facts about Ravana that distinguishes 
him from all the other characters we meet in the story of the Ramayan. At the time of 
his death when he collapsed on being shot by Lord Ram’s arrow, his soul had exited 
from his gross body and emerged from it in the form of a blazing shaft of lightening 
which went straight and entered the body of Lord Ram! This singular event is narrated 
in all the versions of Ramayan, the epic tale describing the story of Lord Ram. This 
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particular event is of immense significance and of great spiritual importance because, 
according the metaphysical philosophy enunciated by the Upanishads and the Purans 
and the Vedas, the ultimate destination of the Atma, the soul of all living beings, 
where it finds its eternal rest and peace, is its merger with the Parmatma, the Supreme 
Soul of creation. In the case of Ravana and Lord Ram, the former represented the 
living being, the individual creature, and the latter represented the Supreme Being. So 
therefore, Ravana’s soul merging with the supreme Soul represented by Lord Ram— 
and that too in a visible manner that was witnessed by all, including the Gods who 
were anxiously watching the developments in the battle-field of Lanka from the sky— 
is an incontrovertible proof of Ravana’s greatness, of the purity of his heart and the 
piety of his soul! 


In all sooth and without gainsay indeed, what better and stronger proof is there that is 
needed to establish that Ravana’s soul was of the purest and the most holy kind, 
because nothing that is impure and unholy can ever hope to find its place in the bosom 
of the Lord of the World (here represented by Lord Ram)! 


Ravana was also well learned in the Vedas and other scriptures. In fact, during his 
time there was perhaps no one who was a greater scholar than him. He was a great 
devotee of Lord Shiva, the Lord who is called a ‘Mahadeva’, i.e. the ‘Great Lord’ 
amongst all the Gods, and had composed a hymn in the Lord’s praise the like of 
which has never been replicated in the realm of Sanskrit hymns. It is called Ravana’s 
Shiva Tandava Stotra. To wit therefore, Ravana was not entirely an atheist, for had he 
been one he would neither have worshipped Lord Shiva nor a goddess named as 
Katyayani, the goddess of war, whom he regularly worshipped. 


But due to circumstances and certain events of his previous life, about which we shall 
read in due course in this Book, he had become a ‘demon’ by his external physical 
body. He knew that with his evil deeds it is not possible for him to attain liberation 
and deliverance of his soul, and neither were there any hopes for finding emancipation 
and salvation. He realized throughout that his gross body had become very sinful and 
tainted, and that this darkened veil has trapped and stifled his Atma, his soul, that 
retained its sublime nature. So being wise and worried about his fate he decided that 
the only way to free his Atma from the snare of his sinful and vile body was to die 
and get rid of the gross body. But he wanted to make sure that his deliverance and 
salvation were assured, and he determined that to make it a certainty it was necessary 
to die at the hands of the Supreme Lord himself. 


He was fully aware that the world recognizes him as the most vile fellow in the Lord’s 
creation. He wanted to remove this scar, this dark taint from his name for ever in a 
way that the world could stand witness to and see it for itself. He could have got 
liberation for himself from his demon body by fighting and getting killed by Lord 
Vishnu somewhere in the heaven during a stage-managed battle fought there. But 
obviously no one on earth would have known about it, except some great sages or 
scribes who had access to the events occurring in heaven. The result would be that the 
taint sticking to his name would have survived even after he was dead and had 
actually found deliverance and salvation. 


That is why he had manoeuvred things in such a way that would force the Supreme 
Being to come down right here on earth and kill Ravana in front of the whole world. 
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And to make sure that the taint of evil was removed from his soul and name for all 
times to come, he ensured that his Atma would visibly exit his body and enter the 
body of Lord Ram—so that everyone would witness it first-hand, and the honour of 
his soul would be restored. 


It is clearly written in Adhyatma Ramayan' as well as Ram Charit Manas” and Anand 
Ramayan? that Ravana wanted himself to be killed at the hands of Lord Ram, who 
was an incarnation of Lord Vishnu, as he determined it was the only way for his 
salvation, and that is why he stole Sita to create a pretext by which the Lord would 
come and fight with him and then kill him. ('Adhyatma Ramayan, (a) Aranya Kand, 
Canto 5, verse nos. 59-61; (b) Uttar Kand, (1) Canto 3, verse nos. 29-42, 54-59; (ii) 
Canto 4, verse no. 11; ?Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line no. 3-5 that 
precedes Doha no. 23; *Anand Ramayan, Saarkand, Canto 13, verse nos. 137-139. 


Even at the time of abducting Sita, the wife of Lord Ram, Ravana had been careful to 
treat her as he would have treated his own mother and offered her his mental respect, 
bowing to her silently. {Ref: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line no. 16 
that precedes Doha no. 28.) To observe the greatest respect for Sita, Ravana had not 
physically grabbed her by the hand to take her away, but had respectfully scooped the 
earth from beneath her feet like the way a gardener uses to transplant a living plant 
from one place to another. He had then taken her to Lanka and placed that scooped-up 
soil with Sita sitting on it in his royal garden. (Ref: Adhyatma Ramayan, Aranya 
Kand, Canto 7, verse nos. 51-52, and verse no. 65.) 


This was not all. Ravana had taken due precaution that Sita could live reasonably 
comfortably by keeping her under the shade of a huge tree, called Ashok Tree, that 
was surrounded by a lush green garden. To be on the safer side and to ensure that the 
lady demon guards (i.e. the demonesses) who were assigned to keep an eye on Sita 
would not torment her unnecessarily, he had appointed an old and pious demoness 
named Trijata to be with Sita at all times. Trijata had comforted Sita whenever she 
was depressed and hopeless, even predicting to her that Ravana's death was 
imminent. Trijata had admonished other guards when they tried to tease Sita, and had 
instilled the fear of death in them so much that hence forth they stopped tormenting 
her. In fact, Trijata was Sita's close confidante and friend all throughout her captivity, 
and it was Trijata who had kept Sita's spirits high and buoyant. (Ref: Ram Charit 
Manas, (a) Aranya Kand, Doha no. 29-b; (b) Lanka Kand, (i) Doha no. 10—Chaupai 
line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 12; (ii) Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 
99—to Chaupai line no. | that precedes Doha no. 100.} 


To be fair to Ravana, had he had the intention to torture Sita and make her buckle 
under pressure, or to prevent Lord Ram getting her back in the eventuality of the Lord 
wining the war, say then would he have taken such precautions as appointing a good- 
natured demoness to guard Sita from the cruelty of other guards? It shows clearly that 
he had simply staged a drama of abduction of Sita to prepare a pretext that would 
ensure that he could leave his sinful body by getting killed at the hands of the 
Supreme Being when he comes right over to face him in the battle-field for freeing 
Sita from his clutches. (Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 2-6 that 
precede Doha no. 23.} 
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We read in all the versions of the Ramayan (except Ram Charit Manas of Tulsidas) 
that Lord Ram ruled for ten thousand of years after his Lanka campaign and the war 
with Ravana, and during this long time he and his brothers had launched many a 
military campaigns in far off countries and established their domains there. {Refer: 
Adhyatma Ramayan, Uttar Kand, Canto 4, verse no. 29; and Canto 9, verse nos. 16- 
22; as well as many Cantos of Uttar Kand in Valmiki’s Ramayan.} But none of the 
events of later life and none of the great sacrifices, wars and expeditions undertaken 
by Lord Ram became as famous and glorifying for the Lord as was his campaign at 
Lanka and the slaying of Ravana. 


Lord Ram's father, king Dasrath, had also fought many a great battles on behalf of the 
Gods {refer for example: Valmiki Ramayan, Ayodhya Kand, Canto 9, verse nos. 12- 
18}, and so did almost all his ancestors. One of them was Sagar who is remembered 
as the great king after whom the ocean is called ‘Sagar’ in the ancient scriptures. 


So surely enough we see that Ravana had indeed played a pivotal role in the 
establishment and spread of the glory and the fame of Lord Ram as we know of them 
by the reading of the wonderful story of the Ramayan. 


Having said this, now let us see briefly who the ‘demons’ were according to 
mythology. They are called ‘Asurs’ or anti-Gods. The Asurs symbolised the 
malevolent powers and evil or negative forces of creation as opposed to the Gods who 
stood for benevolence and goodness and positive aspects. 


Both the Gods and the Asurs descended from sage Kashyap, their common father. 
Kashyap was the grandson of the creator Brahma. The elder wife of Kashyap was 
Aditi from whom the Gods came into being, and his other two wives were Diti and 
Danu from whom the Daityas and the Danavas, for whom we use the common word 
‘demons’, were respectively born. While Indra became the king of the Gods, 
Virochan was appointed as the king of the demon clan. 


As time passed and thousands of millenniums elapsed, countless generations of 
demons evolved and spread over all parts of this creation. So, if the Gods made 
themselves omnipresent in a subtle form of good virtues, auspiciousness and righteous 
values, the Demons made their presence felt in the form of evil characters, negativity 
and sinfulness. The world paradoxically is a fine balance between the two—as the 
Grand Supreme Creator wished it to be so. So when this delicate balance gets 
disturbed and evil becomes ascendant, it is then that the Supreme Guardian of creation 
intervenes personally to set things right, and restore the order and balance that he had 
created himself. This in simple words answers the question of why the Supreme Being 
has to come down to earth repeatedly in one form or the other. 


Now coming back to our story of Ravana, let us have a quick glance at his previous 
life and see why he became a demon at all. It will also tell us why he became so 
revengeful and antagonised against the Gods, Brahmins and sages. 


In his previous life he was known as king Pratapbhanu. This story is narrated in the 
epic Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 153, to 
Doha no. 176. It was narrated to sage Bharadwaj by sage Yagyawalkya. We shall be 
reading it in detail in the very first chapter of our present Book. 


18 


Briefly, however, it is as follows. Some long time in the past, there was a great king 
by the name of Pratapbhanu (pronounced as Prataépbhanu), also known as 
Bhanupratap. His name literally means ‘one whose glory and fame shone like the 
splendour and radiance of the sun in the sky'. He was a noble and righteous king who 
ruled judiciously over the kingdom of Kaikaya after his father Satyaketu abdicated the 
throne in his favour and went to the forest to do penance. This kingdom was famous 
for prosperity and happiness that comes with righteousness and probity, where the 
laws of Dharma (ethics, propriety, nobility and goodness) and Truth prevailed. 


But unfortunately, as is usually the way with kings, he was very ambitious. He wished 
to conquer and rule over the whole world, and even be able to subdue elders and wise 
men such as the Brahmins if they try to stand in his way, so that he may rule un- 
opposed for eternity. It is not possible in this mortal world that anyone can become 
eternal and be untouched completely by the rules of creation. Likewise, the tide of 
time and fiat of fate cannot be conquered, undermined and subdued forever, and so it 
is also not possible to remain unconquerable for eternity. 


So, by-and-by, this ambitious nature of Pratapbhanu led to his ultimate downfall. He 
fell into a trap of a king whom he had defeated sometime earlier in battle, and who 
was bidding his time to take revenge. This defeated king went to the forest to hide in 
the disguise of a hermit, and wait. Once it so happened that the noble king 
Pratapbhanu fell into his trap when he got lost during hunting. The cunning fellow 
promised false boons to the king and prevailed upon him to arrange for a grand feast 
for Brahmins where he would manipulate things and get him blessed by Brahmins 
with the boons of things he so much desires. As fate would have it however, the 
king's enemy mixed cooked meat in the food that was being served to the invited 
guests. When this became known, the angry Brahmins cursed the king that he along 
with his entire family and all his subjects would become flesh-eating demons 
themselves. With the passage of time, Pratapbhanu was born as the demon Ravana, 
and his kin were born as the other members of his demon race. 


When king Pratapbhanu was cursed to become a demon by the Brahmins for no fault 
of his as he was completely unaware that meat has been mixed in the food served to 
them for which they cursed him—a fact even the Gods had acknowledged in the first 
place and regretted by the Brahmins themselves’, the king was full of indignation, 
anger, vexation and exasperation. Though the damage was already done but this 
singular injustice done to an otherwise upright and righteous king had a lasting effect 
on his psyche, and he was so internally fired with anger and a feeling of vengeance 
that it could not be forgotten but would rear its ugly head in his next birth as the 
demon Ravana. He bided for his time, and when he got empowered he decided to 
punish those who had been instrumental in his becoming a demon—1.e. the Gods, the 
Brahmin and the sages—so much so that no sooner had he got the boons of 
invincibility from the Creator he unleashed a horrific wave of retribution upon them’. 
{Refer: 'Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 
170—to Doha no. 174; ?Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 2 that 
precedes Doha no. 181—to Doha no. 182.) 


By-and-by, king Pratapbhanu himself became the famous demon Ravana; his younger 
brother named Arimardan became the demon Kumbhakaran; his chief minister who 
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was an ardent follower of righteousness became Vibhishan; his son became 
Meghanad; and all the rest of his kin and subjects became demons of different 
denominations and stature in their next life. {Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai 
line nos. 1-6 that precede Doha no. 176.} 


The next phase of the tale is the story of the birth of Ravana as well as his kin and the 
rest of the demons, the establishment of their kingdom and a reign of terror that they 
relentlessly unleashed. This has been narrated in (a) Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, 
Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 176—to Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes 
Doha no. 184; (b) Adhyatma Ramayan, Uttar Kand, (i) Canto 1, verse nos. 23-61; (ii) 
Canto 2, verse nos. 1-60; (c) Anand Ramayan, Sarkand, Canto 13, verse nos. 1-139. 
We shall be reading all these texts one-by-one in our narrative in this Book. 


Let us have a brief and quick glance at this part of the story. There was a sage by the 
name of Pulastya. He was the son of the creator Brahma. Pulastya was married to a 
daughter of Trinbindu, and from her he begot an illustrious son name Visrawa 
(pronounced as Visrava). Visrawa was married to the daughter of sage Bharadwaj, 
and from her he got a son named Kuber who became the treasurer of Gods. Kuber had 
first established Lanka, the city of gold created by Vishwakarma, the architect of the 
Gods. 


The demons at that time had been hiding in the nether world due to the fear of Lord 
Vishnu and the powerful Gods. One of them named Sumali (Sumali) had once come 
to the surface of earth with his daughter Kaikasi. They saw Kuber roaming in all his 
godly splendour in an airplane called Pushpak which belonged to the Gods. Both 
father and daughter became jealous, and Sumali asked his daughter to go and ask 
Visrawa to marry her so that she also gets sons that would have the same glory as that 
of Kuber. Kaikasi, being a beauty in her own right, approached Visrawa with the 
proposal, and though it was not the proper thing to do, the sage could not turn her 
away and restrain himself; so he accepted it. Eventually, the three brothers Ravana, 
Kumbhakaran and Vibhishan were born to her. A girl was also born; her name was 
Supernakha. But since their mother was a female demon (a demoness), all of them 
became demons. 


In the early stages of life Ravana was a good young man, befitting his father Visrawa. 
But his evil mother kept on nagging at him and made him jealous of Kuber who 
happened to be his half-brother. She instigated him to do Tapa and acquire powers 
which would enable him to enjoy the pleasures and comforts of life’. Even after 
acquiring the boon of invincibility and immense strength and powers, internally 
Ravana was still a righteous and pious person, for when the demon Sumali, his mother 
Kaikasi's father, and other demons such as Prahastya, tried to instigate him to revolt 
against Kuber and the Gods, Ravana had refused, saying that Kuber was his elder 
step-brother and he had done no harm to him, so there was no justification in 
confronting him. However, Sumali wanted to take revenge against the Gods, 
especially their leader Lord Vishnu, because they had vanquished the demons and 
forced them to live a life in hiding. With a powerful grandson in the form of Ravana 
by his side, Sumali wished to settle old scores with the Gods. He used all tricks in the 
book and succeeded in making Ravana revengeful vigorously~. And then there was no 
looking back, for Ravana successfully paid the Gods their due in their own coin! 
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('Adhyatma Ramayan, Uttar Kand, Canto 2, verse nos. 3-6; Adhyatma Ramayan, 
Uttar Kand, Canto 2, verse nos. 24-33.} 


At this juncture Ravana reflected deeply and recalled the events of his previous life: 
how injustice was done to him when the Brahmins had cursed him for no fault of his 
own, and how they were alerted by the Gods that meat was mixed in their food. Even 
at that time, as we have read herein above, he was filled with vengeance as he felt he 
was a victim of gross injustice and wrongly implicated for a sin or a crime which he 
was ignorant about, and that feeling was now stoked and ignited into a raging fire of 
hatred and retribution once he had acquired the wherewithal for its requital. In this 
context one can easily recollect the story of Edmond Dantes made immortal by 
Alexandre Dumas in his classic tale of ‘The Count of Monte Cristo’. In this story, 
Dantes was falsely implicated and imprisoned, losing his honour and esteem, but 
providence was favourable to him as he ultimately escaped and acquired the 
wherewithal for retribution which he unleashed vengefully to attain a triumphant 
revenge. 


Similarly here, Ravana, as king Pratapbhanu, was condemned to become a demon for 
a reason of which he had no inkling himself but was nevertheless held guilty of, but 
once he empowered himself by obtaining boons from Brahma the creator, he sought 
revenge with a vengeance, and even succeeded in it. But ultimately his conscience 
bore heavily upon him as he realised what his hubristic nature has yielded to him, for 
later on he felt excessive spiritual discomfort for a life spent relentlessly in sins and 
perversions so much so that he sincerely yearned for liberation and deliverance of his 
soul from the quagmire it had landed itself in. In Dumas’ classic cited above, Monte 
Cristo too feels uneasy with his actions of revenge and retribution, and regrets their 
consequences, ultimately pardoning Danglers who had trampled mercilessly, out of 
extreme selfishness and jealousy, upon his fate early on in life when he was known as 
Edmond Dantes, by forcing Dantes to utter condemnation, hastening the death his 
grief-stricken and heart-broken father, and separating him from his betrothed, not 
being aware that Providence held other plans for the innocent Edmond. 


It was around this time that Lord Ram, a manifestation of Lord Vishnu, the Supreme 
Being, had come down to fulfil the long-pending prayers of the Gods and Mother 
Earth, which was to free them from the torture and horrors inflicted upon them by 
Ravana. So Ravana saw a window of hope: he decided that he would invoke the 
dirtiest part of his nature and kidnap Sita, Lord Ram’s wife, to force the Lord to come 
and kill him. It was his way of finding liberation from a demon’s body that was in 
accordance with his nature—face his opponent in the battle-field, and fall down 
fighting, not by showing cowardice by turning his back to the enemy. Ravana’s 
remorse and penitence for a sinful life was sincere, his desire for final deliverance was 
honest, and so Lord Ram honoured his wishes by accepting his Soul within his own 
Self at the time of Ravana’s death, thereby pardoning Ravana. These irrefutable facts 
are endorsed in Ram Charit Manas, (a) Aranya Kand, Chaupai line no. 9 that precedes 
Doha no. 103, and (b) Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-5 that precede Doha no. 23, as 
well as in Adhyatma Ramayan, Uddha/Lanka Kand, Canto 11, verse nos. 73-70. 


Coming back to our story, as we have read already destiny was preordained for the 
three brothers, Ravana, Kumbhakaran and Vibhishan, because all of them had been 
cursed in their previous life to become ‘flesh eating demons'—i.e. be cruel and 
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animal-like. Besides this, the unfulfilled yearning of the late king Pratapbhanu to rule 
over the world unopposed reared its ugly head once again in his current life as 
Ravana. So when they did Tapa, Ravana sought the boon of invincibility so that he 
can conquer the world. The creator Brahma who had come to give them the boons 
was dismayed. Enough was enough he thought. So he and the other Gods manoeuvred 
things and deluded his brother Kumbhakaran when his turn came for asking his 
desired boon. Kumbhakaran asked for something that was absurd: he wanted to eat a 
huge meal and then enjoy sleep for six months! It was immediately granted before he 
could change his mind. Vibhishan, who was a righteous minister of the king in his 
early life, though retained his inherent piety, and he sought the boon of devotion for 
Lord God. It too was granted. 


We observe a remarkable thing here. In the midst of the great desert of evil, vices, 
cruelty, unlawfulness and sin that the demons stood for in general, Vibhishan, 
Ravana’s brother, was like an oasis of peace, piety, devotion for God, non-violence, 
probity, goodness and righteousness. This is the beauty of Nature and of Creation: to 
keep the seed of hope and goodness alive it is so arranged that goodness and 
virtuousness manage to exist, even if in an infinitesimally small ratio, in the 
surrounding ocean of overpowering nature of sins, evil and vices. When the time 
comes, the next phase of goodness and virtuousness would sprout from this hidden 
seed! So was it in the case of the demons too—when all the cruel and sinful demons 
were eliminated in the war of Lanka, the remnants of them who were good by nature 
lived on to keep the genes of the demon race alive. They were ruled by Vibhishan as 
their new king. 


In due course of time, Ravana had conquered the whole world and had unleashed his 
cruel reign of terror. This forced Lord Vishnu to come down as Lord Ram. By-and- 
by, Ravana stole Sita, the wife of Lord Ram. In order to recover her, a search party 
consisting of monkeys and bears, whose king Sugriv was befriended earlier by Lord 
Ram, was sent. Out of them, one named Hanuman managed to cross the vast ocean 
and locate Sita in Lanka. When he was humiliated by Ravana and the demons tried to 
kill him by setting his tail on fire, Hanuman had burnt the whole city of Lanka. This 
set the stage for the war. When he came back and reported everything to the Lord, a 
mighty army was assembled and a campaign launched. 


Meanwhile, Vibhishan too had joined Lord Ram’s camp when he was publicly 
insulted by Ravana. The army crossed the ocean over a bridge constructed over its 
surface to span it. Before the actual war, Lord Ram sent Angad, the nephew of Sugriv, 
the king of the monkeys and bears, as an emissary to the court of Ravana in an 
attempt to avoid the blood-spilling war. But it came to naught. So finally the attack 
was launched. 


What followed was a legendary war, the most horrifying war that the earth ever 
witnessed. We shall read it in great detail by way of quoting directly from the 
scriptures as we progress with our narrative in this Book. 


Finally, Ravana met his end, and so also ended the sinful reign of the demons. Those 
who survived did not dare to repeat the mistakes of their predecessors. The new 
kingdom of Lanka was helmed by Vibhishan who ruled with probity and in 
accordance with the laws of Dharma. So though the new kingdom was also called a 
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kingdom of demons, but its nature and constitution and structure was completely 
different from what it had been earlier under Ravana. 


The question that seems pertinent here is this: If Ravana’s ‘true self’, i.e. his Atma or 
soul, was actually of a holy and exalted nature as the ‘Atma’ is expected to be because 
the Atma is by nature pure and holy as it is pure consciousness and it represents the 
Supreme Soul or the cosmic supreme Consciousness of this creation, then why did 
Ravana became so ruthless and cruel, and why was he not contented by being the 
ruler of the golden city of Lanka and the sovereign of the demon race? Well, there are 
some obvious reasons why this came to be. In his previous life Ravana was the great 
king Pratapbhanu, and he was very ambitious, desiring to conquer the whole world 
and having no enemy so much so that he wanted even to subdue the Brahmins (who 
were elders in the society and learned people) because he feared them the most. It is 
because the Brahmins represented Gods, and should the king go astray from his 
righteous path the Brahmins could have stopped him in his track or even curse him if 
he did not mend his ways. Pratapbhanu did not want any fetters. So by-and-by, as the 
fate destined and events unfolded, Pratapbhanu, in his zeal to subdue Brahmins, had 
fallen in the trap of one of his earlier enemies—a king whom he had defeated in battle 
and who had disguised himself as a hermit to bid for time to settle scores—who 
manipulated things in such a way that the unaware Pratapbhanu was cursed by the 
Brahmins to become a ‘demon who ate flesh’ and ‘would live a hateful and 
ignominious life full of sins that would make his soul slide down gradually that would 
ultimately lead him to interminable suffering in hell’. 


When this king Pratapbhanu took birth in the next life as Ravana, this hidden desire of 
his to conquer the world and trounce all opponents surfaced once again. This was 
coupled by his suppressed anger at the Brahmins and the Gods for his cursing to 
become a ‘demon’. So he decided to settle scores with them and pay them in their 
own coin. Hence, once he acquired immense powers and strength after doing severe 
Tapa, he started wreaking vengeance upon them, right, left and center. 


In these developments, his demoness mother Kaikasi and his maternal grandfather the 
demon Sumali played a crucial role. The demons had, in some long time past, been 
defeated by Lord Vishnu, the Lord of heaven, and so they ran away and hid 
themselves somewhere in the nether world. When one of their descendants, i.e. 
Ravana, became powerful and invincible by the virtue of doing Tapa and being 
blessed by the creator Brahma himself, it was natural that now they decided to square 
things up with the Gods and their leader Vishnu. The Brahmins, sages and ascetics— 
they all offered their worship to the Gods and Lord Vishnu, and it was the offering 
that they made in the fire sacrifices which provided nourishment to the Gods. So 
Ravana decided to starve the Gods by defiling or destroying the fire sacrifices. Again, 
since the Brahmins and sages and ascetics had great spiritual powers, and it were the 
Brahmins and Gods who had been instrumental in Pratapbhanu’s becoming a demon, 
Ravana decided to teach them a good lesson by unleashing terror on them. 


And this is also the apparent reason why Ravana had not spared Lord Ram—who was 
an incarnation of Lord Vishnu whom the demons treated as their arch enemy because 
it was Vishnu who had earlier forced them into hiding till the time Ravana came on 
the stage to challenge Vishnu’s and Gods’ might—from all the horrors he possibly 
could inflict upon the Lord, such as abducting his wife Sita, making her suffer in 
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captivity, forcing Lord Ram to undergo the pain, the horrors, the physical injuries and 
sufferings that he had to endure during the war. 


But internally Ravana realized that whatever he is doing is not good for him, and he 
yearned for salvation and deliverance if the opportunity presented itself. That is why 
when he was able to determine that Lord Vishnu has after all come to eliminate him, 
he decided that it was the opportunity he had been waiting for, and if he could 
manoeuvre things and bring Vishnu to Lanka it would be good for him. 


Of course Ravana knew that Vishnu couldn’t and wouldn’t go to meet him as a 
‘friend’ because the demons were arch enemies of the Gods. Therefore, the only way 
for Ravana to meet Lord Vishnu was in the form of an ‘enemy’. And since Lord 
Vishnu, here in the form of Lord Ram, cannot normally become anyone’s enemy 
without a grave cause, Ravana decided to do the worst of abducting the Lord’s wife so 
that no option would be left for Lord Ram but to fight with him in order to liberate 
Sita. And this would serve Ravana’s purpose excellently—he would not even have to 
go and beg Vishnu to forgive him for his misdemeanours and sins, and liberate his 
soul from the evil body of a demon, but it would be Vishnu who would be forced to 
free his soul from remaining trapped in a demon’s body by killing him in battle! 


It was indeed a well-planned and well-orchestred stage-managed move by Ravana, 
and perfectly executed, to attain emancipation and salvation. And he indeed 
succeeded in it in a marvelous fashion because Lord Ram had himself provided the 
final liberation and deliverance to the Atma or soul of Ravana from the trap of an evil 
demonic body when the Lord had slayed him and freed his soul. And the greatest 
wonder of them all is that Ravana’s soul had emerged from his body and entered the 
body of Lord Ram to become one with the Supreme Soul, a fate that made Ravana 
immortal and eternal as well as worthy of high praise and honour—for no sinful being 
can ever find rest by becoming ‘one’ with the Supreme Being. This incident is clearly 
written in Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 9 that precedes Doha no. 
103; and Adhyatma Ramayan, Lanka Kand, Canto 11, verse no. 78-79. 


There are some obvious lessons—secular, temporal, spiritual and metaphysical—that 
we learn from the story of Ravana. Now, let us see them at a glance. 


The first is this: Though the soul, known as the Atma of an individual, is primarily 
independent, immaculate, pure and destined to be holy, yet when this same Atma 
assumes the form of a ‘Jiva-Atma’, i.e. when the Atma comes to dwell in a gross body 
and assumes the form of a living being known as a Jiva (hence the combined name 
‘Jiva-Atma’), it automatically has to assume a gross identity for its own self like that 
of its host, the Jiva. The result is that the Atma now becomes subject to and 
conditioned by all the laws of Nature that applies to the gross body of the Jiva—such 
as it being influenced by Maya (delusions), by Ahankar (pride and ego), the three 
Gunas (such as the Sata, Raja and Tama, which are the basic qualities that determine 
the nature and character of all living beings), the numerous Vasanas (desires, passions 
and temptations that arise due to the inherent nature of the sense organs of the gross 
body of a creature that are naturally attracted to their respective sense objects in this 
material world), and so on and so forth. 
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To wit, the Atma loses its pristine purity, and instead becomes tainted and scarred. 
This starts its downward slide, and if it is not wise and alert then it falls in a dark pit 
from which it takes numerous generations for it to rise. But by-and-by rise it does, 
because a time comes when the Jiva realizes its follies and stupidity that led to the 
Atma being subjected to the ignominy and suffering that it got inspite of its primary 
form of being above all reproach. And then the suffering Jiva seeks a remedy for all 
his ills and strives to do all that is necessary and within its powers to have his Atma, 
which incidentally is the Jiva’s ‘true self and real identity’ instead of its gross body, 
freed from this vicious trap and find liberation. 


And what is this ‘liberation’? The Atma’s liberation is its freedom from the fetters of 
the gross body which had been its habitat for generations, to escape from its clutches 
and fly like a bird released from a cage. 


But then, where would this liberated Atma go to find its rest and peace? The Jiva- 
Atma’s destination, after finding freedom from the trap of the gross body of the 
creature, is the Supreme Atma or the Cosmic Soul from which it had got separated in 
the beginning. It is here that the ‘parent’ of the Jiva-Atma lives, and like all prisoners 
who flee from the gates of the prison there is peace and happiness to be found in the 
arms of one’s loving parent! So it is also with the Jiva-Atma—for when the 
individual's Atma merges with the Supreme Atma, also known as the ‘Parmatma’ or 
the *Lord God', then it finds its eternal rest, peace and bliss, for now there is no more 
suffering and pain and misery that were its lot in the form of a Jiva-Atma. 


This unique journey of the ‘Atma’ is clearly marked in the story of Ravana. In his 
previous life as king Pratapbhanu, he became a victim of desires—he wanted to rule 
the whole world without having any opposition. This led to his curse and downfall as 
a demon. In the next body of Ravana, the demon, his Atma showed its holiness when 
he first refused to toe his mother's and maternal grandfather's line to usurp the 
kingdom of Lanka because he said that it rightfully belonged to his half-brother 
Kuber, the treasurer of Gods. But then the voice of his inner-self—what we call the 
‘voice of conscience’ which is the voice of the Atma—was suppressed by the din 
caused by the voice of passion and lust stoked by none other than his own so-called 
well-wishers, i.e. his mother (Kaikasi) and maternal grandfather (Sumali), when they 
convinced him of the futility of such words of ethics, wisdom and righteousness as 
they would serve him no good if he really wished to enjoy the pleasures and comforts 
of life in this world which would be all his if he ruled like a king. Once again 
Ravana's Atma fell in a trap. But by-and-by he realized his mistake, and discovered to 
his dismay the depth of the dark pit of sin in which he has made his Atma fall, a depth 
from which liberation was well-neigh impossible by conventional means as prescribed 
by the scriptures. So what should he do now? He was in a quandary; so perplexed and 
anxious for his salvation was he that he decided to go the whole hog and turn the 
thing right on its head. He decided to become an epitome of sin and cruelty, for he 
knew that it would be his gross body that would commit these sins and 
misdemeanours, while his Atma he would decidedly endeavour to keep clean and 
separated from all the evil that would be associated with his body. 


How is this possible? Well, Ravana was no ordinary demon; he was well-versed in the 
scriptures and highly learned in their principles. He was fully aware of the fact that 
the Atma is a sublime and holy entity that is different and separate from the grossness 
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associated with the physical body of a creature. Hence, if he ensured that this sublime 
Atma was not involved in the evil committed by the gross body then there is no fear 
of the Atma’s further decline. On the other hand, he analyzed correctly as the later 
events prove, that if he managed to force the Supreme Being to come down to 
eliminate him, and if he could manoeuvre things in such a way that the Supreme 
Being destroys his evil-smeared gross body, then his Atma would be automatically 
freed from this sinful cage of a demon’s body, and find its liberation. 


What’s more, if the Supreme Being is right in front at the time his Atma exits from 
the gross body upon the latter’s destruction, it won’t have to go anywhere in search of 
the Supreme Atma to find its final rest—for the simple and obvious reason that that 
much sought-after ‘Supreme Atma’ or the ‘Parmatma’ would be standing right in 
front, there itself! Ravana concluded that this game-plan suited him perfectly as he 
will have the best of the two worlds simultaneously—he would be able to rule and 
enjoy the fruits of the material world like its sole sovereign while he was alive, and at 
the same time he would also be able to have salvation and deliverance of his Atma 
ensured with the least effort—for he knew that other paths such as those prescribed in 
the scriptures by which the soul can attain liberation, deliverance, emancipation and 
salvation were extremely arduous and entail a lot of severe effort which he decided he 
won’t be able to endure any longer. {Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, 
Chaupai line nos. 3-5 that precede Doha no. 23.} 


But Ravana knew that to force the Supreme Being to take this trouble of coming 
down himself to provide liberation to his Atma right here in this mortal world was not 
a child’s joke, unless he managed to devise a device for it. And what was the clever 
device he devised? It was to unleash an unprecedented reign of terror and horror on 
the creatures of this world, a dread of such a great magnitude that it would force the 
Supreme Being to intervene personally to settle things and bring order. 


When we go through the story and read how Ravana relentlessly and without regret 
unleashed terror, how he refused to relent and avoid a destructive war that would 
certainly lead to his death at the hands of Lord Ram who represented the Supreme 
Being in a human body, and how his Atma finally escaped from his body to enter the 
body of Lord Ram—we would come to the conclusion that the entire story was well- 
planned and pursued by Ravana with the singular aim of finding liberation and 
deliverance for his Atma. 


Ravana was vilified and demonized alright because his deeds were such that they 
needed to be denounced and condemned in no uncertain terms, but at the same time it 
is also true that had he been as true a demon internally as he has been made out to be 
it would not have been possible for him to have attained an exalted and rare death by 
the virtue of being killed at the hands of the Supreme Being himself, and to have his 
soul visibly exiting his body to enter and merge with the Supreme Soul to find it 
ultimate dissolution and rest as it did actually happen when he died. And besides this, 
the Supreme Being would never have accepted a fallen and sinful soul to come and 
reside within his own cosmic soul as Lord Ram had allowed Ravana’s soul to do. This 
development had even astonished the Gods who were supposed to be ‘all-knowing’, 
for they had never expected that their enemy Ravana would attain that end which is 
inaccessible for even the greatest of sages and ascetics. {Refer: Ram Charit Manas, 
Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 9 that precedes Doha no. 103.} 
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The other lesson that this story teaches us is this: No matter how pure the Atma or the 
Soul of a creature is, if one is careless and allows one’s self to fall prey to temptations 
and passions as well as bad company, then this innocent Atma of his is made to suffer. 
First Pratapbhanu fell to temptations, and then Ravana too fell to temptations, and in 
the process the Atma suffered. 


The next lesson is this: That though the Atma, which incidentally is the true ‘self? of 
all living beings and is pure consciousness—an entity of which the cosmic counterpart 
is known as the Supreme Consciousness represented by the Supreme Being or the 
Parmatma, the Lord God—is above reproach, yet it is accused of so many negative 
things just because of its association with the gross body in which it comes to dwell 
and becomes known as the ‘Jiva-Atma’. When a wise person becomes aware of this 
Truth, i.e. when he knows that ‘he’ is not the gross physical body but the ‘Atma’ that 
lives in it, that this Atma is pure and sublime unlike the gross body which the world 
recognizes as the identity of that person, then this wisened person disassociates 
himself from the gross body and becomes happy and contented in the Atma. To wit, 
he becomes ‘self-realized’ and ‘enlightened’. Then even if his body does commit any 
error he would remain free from its taints because he has begun to identify himself 
with his Atma and not his gross body. 


But this eclectic thought should be genuine and honest; it should not be a conceited 
method and a pretentious way to avoid punishment for the sins committed by the 
body. Such a self-realized person would not at all be agitated should his body be 
punished for any of its crimes and transgressions, and he would be able to maintain 
complete calm and peace in all circumstances and adversities that would cause 
immense suffering for ordinary creatures who think their identity is their body. 


And one more relevant lesson is that the Jiva-Atma, i.e. the living being, cannot claim 
immunity from punishment on the plea that his ‘true self is his Atma and that this 
Atma does not do anything, but it is the body that does everything and commits sins. 
Why? Because the Creator has given the Jiva, especially the human being who is 
placed on the highest plane of evolution, the power to think, to analyse, to decide, to 
choose, and to act with discretion. This being the case, a Jiva who occupies a higher 
place in the ladder of evolution cannot blame everything on providence; he cannot say 
that fate had destined him to be sinful, so he is committing sins. No; this is a 
fallacious and an erroneous argument—because the power to decide what to do and 
what not to do rests with the Jiva himself, and it is independent of what providence 
had provided for him. 


So the Jiva himself is responsible for the future course of his Atma— whether the 
Atma rises or falls in the hierarchy of evolution, whether the Atma rises higher and 
higher to ultimately escape from the shackles of this gross existence and find its final 
freedom and deliverance, or whether it suffers a downhill slide and enters the cycle of 
birth and death and remains trapped in it. This is what is called the ‘Law of Karma’: a 
law that essentially says that one reaps the fruits of the sort of seeds he sows. If the 
creature does good and meritorious deeds out of choice, his Atma gets to acquire 
merit, and the reverse happens if a creature does sinful deeds that would exhaust 
whatever good the Atma already has. 
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The most important thing which this story tells us is that no matter how much the 
gross body of an individual is condemned and vilified, it is a fact that it harbours an 
entity known as the Atma which is eternally pure and truly holy. And hence, true 
wisdom of a person lies in an enlightened view that helps him to clearly distinguish 
between his Atma and his body, and thereby manage to maintain the independence 
and holiness of the Atma, which by the way is that person's 'true self and true 
identity’, inspite of all the problems that are associated with his gross body. For this 
he has to keep a safe distance from the body—i.e. he has to learn not to have any 
attachment with the body and be free from all the prodding of its sense organs. He 
ought to let the body do what it is destined to do, but he must be determined that he 
has aught nothing to do with it. This will enable him to maintain internal calm and 
happiness, the hallmarks of the Atma, even while he lives like an ordinary Jiva in this 
mundane world and appears to be involved in its affairs. With this eclectic attitude, 
such a self-realized and wise person is rightly called a ‘Jivan Mukta’—i.e. a person 
who has found liberation from the fetters of this body and the delusions associated 
with the world even while he lives in the same world and has interacts with it using 
his body, for he knows that his ‘true self’, i.e. his Atma, is not at all involved in any of 
these mundane things that would trap him in the cycle of transmigration. 


Now however, though it is true that the Atma remains independent of the gross body, 
yet it cannot claim total immunity from blame if the creature commits some gross and 
grave sin. For after all, a living being is a ‘living being’ because of the presence of 
this Atma inside his body, and this Atma is supposed to be at the helm of affairs in the 
creature. A sovereign cannot deny responsibility for the misdeeds committed by his 
ministers and subjects; likewise, the Atma cannot say that it is not to be blamed by 
what the creature does. So directly or indirectly, the Atma gets the stigma of sins 
committed by the creature. But the trick for a wise and self-realized creature is to 
understand the subtle relationship between the Atma and his gross body, as well as the 
working of the ‘Law of Karma’, and make diligent effort to steer himself clear of 
misdeeds and evil as best as he can. 


The unwitting effect of the deeds done by the body upon the Atma can be understood 
by a simple example. Suppose a man lives in a house that has a dirty and unkempt 
appearance, that appears to be falling apart due to neglect, and is also present in a bad 
neighbourhood. That person's name would also be shamed by the virtue of his 
association with this house. 


Take another example. Suppose a man borrows and wears a shirt that was worn by 
another person earlier who is known to be a chain smoker. It is observed in practical 
life that if a person smokes incessantly, the clothes he wears acquire a typical odour 
unique to tobacco. So when this second person, who himself may not have touched a 
cigarette all his life, wears this shirt that has the odour of tobacco clinging to it and 
then goes out on the street for a short while and meets people who do not know 
anything about him, they would naturally think that this gentleman smokes because 
the odour is unmistakably that of a tobacco smoker. 


This is what happens to the Atma as well. Even though the Atma is inherently pure 
and uncorrupt, nevertheless its association with a corrupt body gives an impression 
that the Atma itself is corrupt. The story of Ravana clearly points in this direction. 
Ravana was no doubt an evil character, but his Atma, his soul, too became maligned 
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because of its association with his evil body. The event where his soul exited his body 
in a brilliant shaft of light to enter the body of the Supreme Being represented by Lord 
Ram was a singularly watershed event to bring to the knowledge of the world the 
metaphysical truth of the Upanishads—that the Atma or the soul of a Jiva, the living 
being, is always pure and holy irrespective of the sort of body that the Jiva has. So 
therefore, a wise man is one who always practices equanimity and equality while 
dealing with others in this world because he sees the hidden ‘self? of a Jiva in the 
form of the latter’s holy and immaculate Atma instead of the grossness associated 
with his external body. 


This creation has its origin in the Supreme Being, and hence all that is present in it 
also has its origin in the Supreme Being. This is true for both the negative forces as 
well as the positive forces. The Lord had planned things in such a way that a fine 
balance is to be maintained between these two opposing forces of Nature. But while 
the positive forces are by their nature self-restraint and modest because they stand for 
good virtues and spiritual merit, the negative forces on the other hand are unrestrained 
and immodest to the extreme as they represent all the sinful and evil things in this 
creation. 


Hence, the chances of positive forces going out of hand and those who have them 
becoming haughty and arrogant due to their excellent virtues and glorious qualities 
are remote and rare to come by as compared to the negative forces represented by 
evil, vices and bad qualities that make those who possess them start hopping and 
jumping with vigour at the slightest encouragement. 


The Lord is an impartial judge; he takes sides with none. So the chances of the Lord’s 
intervention to rein-in positive forces are rare simply because the owners of such 
forces observe self-discipline themselves, something not true for the owners of 
negative forces who go berserk easily and with a vengeance. This is why there more 
stories of the Lord having to intervene and eliminate demons who represent negativity 
are known vis-a-vis his intervention to restrain those who have positive qualities. 


But often times it so happens that those who are supposed to be possessors of good 
virtues and excellent spiritual powers that they get by the virtue of their doing various 
religious sacrifices, doing penances and observance of austerity and other spiritual 
efforts, start behaving in a haughty and arrogant manner in the erroneous belief that 
there is no one to counter them. It is then that the Supreme Being decides to teache 
them a good lesson so that they understand their limits. This is evident in the story of 
Ravana. The Brahmins had become so confident of their powers and mystical abilities 
that they feared no retribution from any quarter. They would curse anyone, even those 
who were not at fault, at the slightest provocation because they wished everyone to 
bow and yield before them—as is clear when the Brahmins had cursed king 
Pratapbhanu to become a demon for no fault of his. These Brahmins thought that even 
as a demon, Pratapbhanu would not be able to harm them. So, the Lord taught them a 
bitter lesson and gave them back in the same coin in which they had tried to subjugate 
others in the Lord’s creation. Ravana wreaked vengeance upon them relentlessly to 
bring them to heel, and the same Brahmins who would curse at will anyone who dared 
to offend them had to run for cover under the terror unleashed by Ravana. Where was 
their power to curse and spell doom on their opponents now? Why couldn’t they now 
lift their hands and say ‘Ravana, we curse you to burn to ashes’? 
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So in this way, the Supreme Being gave a clear hint that no one has the authority to 
upset the laws of the Creator. If he could punish the evil creatures represented by the 
demons, he could also punish those who called themselves holy and good but became 
proud and arrogant enough to exceed the threshold of modesty and restraint. 


This is therefore a wonderful, marvellous and captivating tale of intrigue, dilemma, 
apparent contradictions and a lot of maneuvering by the Jiva-Atma. The Story keeps 
the mind riveted as it unfolds in a gradual but fascinating way. 


The above discussion must have made the reader aware by now of the voluminous 
and extensive nature, as well as the wide canvas that has been used to narrate this 
most awe-inspiring and fascinating ‘Story of Ravana and the Epic War of Lanka’ in 
our present Book. So therefore, the subject matter of the Book has been divided into 6 
Parts with a total of 22 Chapters spread amongst them, and these Chapters are further 
sub-divided into Sections and sub-sections, each systematically numbered—all with 
the intention to make this vast Story properly structured, so as to make it easy to read 
and comprehend. 


Finally, I wish to give my thanks to Sri Somil Bharti, B.Tech (IIT Kanpur) and MBA 
(IIM Calcutta) who has done the Roman Transliteration of the verses of the Original 
Text for me. He has always done it so gladly, even though he is a busy professional in 
his life. 


I had tried to do my best, yet surely some errors may have crept in. For this I beg 
forgiveness from my esteemed readers, for after all I am an ordinary human being like 
the rest of us. I had to do this Book single-handedly as I have no companion or 
assistant of any kind to help me. With age factor working against me (for now I am in 
the sixty-fourth year of my life) I may have overlooked things and made inadvertent 
mistakes. So they are to be kindly overlooked by the reader. 


Amen ! 
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Introduction: 


A Brief Outline of the Story and its Important Characters 


This magnificent and enthralling “Story of Ravana and the Epic War of Lanka” is one 
of the best known classical tales of an era that predates our present civilization, and it 
goes back to hundred and thousands of years in history, yet it is so captivating and 
wonderful that its charm and fascination has never faded down the ages, and it has 
been told and retold in its numerous versions, both in the form of the many oral 
traditions as well as in the form of one of the most ancient and fascinating classics of 
India, the epic known to the world as the ‘Ramayana’. The awe-inspiring Story is so 
wondrous and marvellous that it has spawned many a versions of the Ramayana 
across cultures and in different languages. As a result, though the main frame of the 
Story remains the same but the finer details have undergone changes and a lot of 
tinkering through the many ages and the countless generations through which it has 
travelled. 


The Ramayana, in essence, is the story that describes the life and time of Lord Ram, 
who was an incarnation of Lord Vishnu, the Supreme Lord of creation, who had to 
come down to earth to eliminate the ruthlessly cruel demon race presided over by 
their king known as Ravana because they had overturned and trampled upon the laws 
of Dharma, the rules that governed proper functioning of the world and helped 
maintain peace, happiness and order in the society where all the living beings 
followed the norms of propriety, probity, goodness and righteousness in this world. 
It’s the story of the conquest of the evil by the good; it’s the story of how the Supreme 
Being watches patiently when some members of his own creation fall on the path of 
sin, giving them ample opportunity to make amends and repent, but when he 
determines that things have slid beyond a certain threshold level and needs his 
personal intervention, the Lord—being the Sovereign, the Supreme Commander, the 
Guardian and the Father of this creation—does step in to set his house in order and 
carry out his moral obligation. 


In the case of Ravana and the demon race he headed as their king, things had 
deteriorated to such an extent that the Lord’s humble children, the ordinary creatures 
represented by human beings, as well as the Mother Earth that sustained and 
nourished them, and the Gods who protected them all, were themselves extremely 
horrified and tormented so much so that if nothing was done then everything that 
stood for life and goodness would be pushed to extinction under the fiery onslaught of 
sin, evil, cruelty and vices that the demons stood for. So it became obligatory for the 
Lord to intervene personally. 


In order to introduce the reader to this marvelous Tale told in our Book in its entirety, 
covering its expanse in all its hues and emotions, we shall outline here the way the 
Chapters are arranged in this Book, as it would also help to give an idea of the flow of 
the narrative. 
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Chapter no. 1: We shall begin our narrative from the time of King Pratapbhanu—as 
this king was the one who later on, in his next life, became the demon King Ravana 
due to certain unfortunate developments. 


Chapter no. 2: This Chapter describes the birth of Ravana, the various boons and 
curses he got, and the establishment of the demon kingdom. 


Chapter no. 3: In this Chapter we read how after establishing his kingdom of demons 
at Lanka, Ravana had unleashed a dreadful reign of terror and cruelty that horrified all 
living beings. 


Chapter no. 4: The Gods and Mother Earth could not bear things any more and so 
they prayed to Lord Vishnu to save them from Ravana’s tyranny. The Lord promised 
them to come down personally in the form of Lord Ram to set things in order. This 
part of the story is covered in this Chapter. 


Chapter no. 5: In order to accomplish his mission of eliminating the cruel demons and 
slaying their king Ravana along with his kin, Lord Ram had to find an excuse to travel 
to Lanka, the citadel of the demons and the capital city of Ravana. In order to give 
effect to his grand plan, the Lord had to maneuver things in such a way that his wife 
Sita would be abducted by Ravana, which would provide the Lord with a ready-made 
excuse to go and vanquish the evil demons so that Sita could be freed. How this grand 
plan of the Lord was implemented and Sita was abducted by Ravana is narrated in this 
Chapter. 


Chapter no. 6: The Lord then began his search for Sita though he knew everything in 
advance. During his wanderings in the wild forest, the Lord met Jatau, the vulture 
who had tried to save Sita but was gravely injured when Ravana sliced off his wings, 
and Sabari who was an old woman living alone in an abandoned hermitage. From 
them the Lord came to know that Ravana had taken Sita away, and he was advised to 
proceed to the monkey kingdom of Kishkindha where he should befriend Sugriv, the 
prince of the monkeys, who would help the Lord to first find where exactly Sita was, 
and then launch a military campaign to recover her. 

Lord Ram went in the direction told and befriended Hanuman and Sugriv. By- 
and-by, spies and heralds were dispatched in all the directions to find out the 
whereabouts of Sita. One team consisting of chief monkeys and bears reached the 
shore of the southern ocean where they meet Sampati, an old vulture and elder brother 
of Jatau. He told them that Sita was held captive in Lanka across the ocean. So it was 
decided now to send Hanuman and ascertain the facts. He crosses the ocean to land on 
the shore of Lanka. These events are narrated in vivid detail in this Chapter. 


Chapter no. 7: After landing in Lanka, Hanuman goes about his job in right earnest. 
During his search he first meets Vibhishan, the younger brother of Ravana, and 
befriends him. Vibhishan guides him to the garden named Ashok Van where Sita was 
held captive under a massive tree. Hanuman meets Sita, informs her of the latest 
developments, and assures her that soon Lord Ram would come to free her. Then he 
plunders the garden on the excuse that he is hungry and wishes to eat fruits. During 
his rampaging he kills a large part of the demon army sent to capture him, but finally 
yielded and allowed himself to be tied so that he could have a chance to meet Ravana 
personally and judge him. He was taken to the royal court of the demons where an 
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acrimonious exchange of sharp words took place between him and the demon king. 
Ultimately, Ravana was so infuriated that he ordered that Hanuman’s tail be burnt as a 
punishment. However, Hanuman was waiting for this opportunity, for he freed 
himself and ran amok in the city, dragging the reams of clothes tied on his tail and set 
alight by the demons, thereby sparking a wild fire that ravaged the gilded city of 
Lanka and reducing it to a dark hulk of a ruin of burnt-out rubble. Taking leave of 
Sita, Hanuman leapt across the ocean to come back to Kishkindha and report to Lord 
Ram about the success of his mission. These developments are covered in this 
Chapter. 


Chapter no. 8: Lord Ram wastes no time in collecting a huge army of monkeys and 
bears to launch a military campaign to free Sita from the clutches of the demons. The 
army departs on its mission from Kishkindha and reaches the shore of the south 
ocean. We read about it in this Chapter. 


Chapter no. 9: Meanwhile, ever since Hanuman had laid Lanka to waste by burning it 
down, there was a general air discontent and fear in the city. Many senior ministers 
tried to persuade Ravana to avoid a ruinous war by giving Sita back to Lord Ram, but 
of course to no avail. One among them was his own brother Vibhishan. But Ravana 
was so angry at this that he kicked Vibhishan in full court, at which the latter decided 
to quit Lanka and join the camp of Lord Ram. This Chapter describes these events. 


Chapter no. 10: The only problem to be overcome now by Lord Ram's army was to 
cross the mighty ocean. For this a bridge was constructed on its surface; it was a 
miraculous feat indeed. The army then crossed over to land on the soil of Lanka. We 
read about it in this Chapter. 


Chapter no. 11: Lord Ram did not wish to go down in history with the ignominy of 
not having given the angel of peace a chance so that bloodshed and ruin could be 
averted. So after war parleys were held it was decided to send Angad, the crown 
prince of the kingdom of Kishkindha and one of Lord Ram’s close confidantes, to go 
as an ‘emissary of peace’ to explore if there was any hope of avoiding a destructive 
war. Angad’s mission, however, failed. This Chapter narrates these developments. 


Chapter no. 12: So then, the War finally begins. Ravana’s wife Mandodari tried her 
best on her part repeatedly to convince her stubborn husband to see reason and 
abandon his haughtiness, but as the fiat of fate determined and providence willed, 
Ravana would pay no heed to her entreaties for his doom was pre-destined. We read 
about Mandodari’s entreaties in this Chapter. 


Chapter no. 13: War Parleys in both the camps of Lord Ram and Ravana are urgently 
held. Lord Ram decides to send Angad as his emissary to the demon court in an 
attempt to make peace and avoid a destructive war. 


Chapter no. 14: In this Chapter we watch from our ring-side seats as the initial wave 
of attack by Lord Ram’s forces commences, and the fort of Lanka crumbles under the 
force of the onslaught. We get a glimpse of the horrifying and blood-curdling war 
between Ravana’s army of demons and Lord Ram’s army of monkeys and bears as 
the sack of Lanka and the ravages of war begin. 
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Chapter no. 15: During the initial phases of the war, Ravana’s son Meghanad had 
fought a fierce duel with Laxman, Lord Ram’s brother, and had gravely wounded him 
so much that Laxman had become unconscious and fell on the battle-field. Hanuman 
had then gone to the northern mountains and brought one of its hills that contained a 
special life-giving herb by administration of which Laxman could be revived. This 
phase of the war is described in this Chapter. 


Chapter no. 16: After Laxman was revived and joined the war once again, Ravana 
was extremely perturbed. He persuaded his brother Kumbhakaran to face the enemy 
and defeat it. Kumbhakaran was flabbergasted for he understood the foolishness of 
this war; so he warned Ravana of the ruinous consequences of his decision to fight 
Lord Ram. However, Kumbhakaran joined the battle, and was ultimately slayed by 
Lord Ram, becoming the first major casualty of the war. This Chapter describes 
Kumbhakarn’s fierce battle with Lord Ram and his army, and his ultimate death. 


Chapter no. 17: Next we read in this Chapter about the second battle between Laxman 
and Meghnad, the mightily powerful son of Ravana. He was finally killed by Laxman, 
and Meghand’s death was the second major casualty of the war after Kumbhakaran. 


Chapter no. 18: The war entered its final stage, and in this Chapter the no-holds 
barred battle between Lord Ram and Ravana, that culminated in the latter’s death, has 
been described vividly. 


Chapter no. 19: The war ends with victory for Lord Ram’s forces. There is mass 
celebration and jubilation everywhere, especially in the ranks of the Gods who were 
exceptionally elated and praised Lord Ram highly. Then Lord Ram appointed 
Vibhishan as the new king of Lanka. We read all about it in this Chapter. 


Chapter 20: Now the main objective of the war was to be accomplished—which was 
Sita’s reunion with Lord Ram. This Chapter narrates this pleasant development. 


Chapter no. 21: After being reunited with Sita and fulfilling the promise he had made 
to Mother Earth and the Gods—that he would free them from the torments of Ravana 
and his cruel demon hordes, Lord Ram embarked on his journey back home to 
Ayodhya with his companions onboard the air-plane called Pushpak. A heart- 
warming and arousing reception was given to the Lord when he finally landed on the 
soil of Ayodhya at the end of his fourteen years of forest sojourn; he arrived home to 
a tumultuous welcome. Lord Ram is then crowned as the King-Emperor amidst wide- 
spread festivities, and then we read about the departure of his guests for their 
respective homes in Kishkindha and Lanka. This brings us to the End of this 
fascinating and marvellous Story. 


Chapter no. 22: The whole Story of the “Ramayana” has been recapitulated and re- 
told quickly in a ‘Fast Motion’ mode in this final chapter, and for this we shall be 
reading Ram Charit Manas’s Uttar Kand, from Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha 
no. 64—to Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 68. 


It ought also to be pointed our here that, in order to make our Book as comprehensive 
and have as wide a sweep as possible, we shall be curating, collating and reading from 
four classics that present this Tale in most fascinating terms—viz. (1) Ram Charit 
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Manas, (ii) Adhyatma Ramayan, (ii) Geetawali Ramayan, and (iv) Kavitawali 
Ramayan. 
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The Main Characters of the Story 


1. King Pratapbhanu: He was a great King of a kingdom known as Satyaketu. The 
kingdom was famous for prosperity and happiness that comes with righteousness and 
probity, where the laws of Dharma (ethics, propriety, nobility and goodness) and 
Truth prevailed. King Pratapbhanu was a noble king who ruled with justice and 
prudence. 

But unfortunately, as is usually the way with kings, he was very ambitious. He 
wished to conquer the world, even be able to subdue elders and wise men such as the 
Brahmins if they try to stand in his way, so that he may rule un-opposed for eternity. 
It is not possible in this mortal world that anyone can become eternal and be 
untouched completely by the rules of creation. Likewise, the tide of time and fiat of 
providence cannot be conquered, undermined and subdued forever, and so it is also 
not possible to remain unconquerable for eternity. 

So by-and-by this ambitious nature of Pratapbhanu led to his ultimate 
downfall. He fell into a trap of a king whom he had defeated sometime earlier in 
battle, and who was bidding his time to take revenge. This defeated king went to the 
forest to hide in the disguise of a hermit, and wait. Once it so happened that the noble 
king Pratapbhanu fell into his trap when he got lost during hunting. The cunning 
fellow promised false boons to the king and prevailed upon him to arrange for a grand 
feast for Brahmins where he would manipulate things and get him blessed by 
Brahmins with the boons of things he so much desires. As fate would have it 
however, the king’s enemy ensured that the Brahmins would curse the king and his 
entire family and subjects to be condemned to become blood thirsty demons so that 
their generations after generations would remain accursed for their sinful and evil 
deeds! 

With the passage of time, Pratapbhanu was born as the demon Ravana, and his 
kin were born as the other members of his demon race. 


2. Ravana: He was a grandson of sage Pulastya, who in turn was a son of the creator 
Brahma. Pulastya was married to the daughter of Trinbindu, and from her he begot a 
son named Visrawa. 

Visrawa had two wives. His first wife was the daughter of sage Bharadwaj, 
and she gave birth to Kuber who later on became the treasurer of Gods. 

Visrawa’s second wife was Kaikasi, daughter of the demon Sumali. From her 
were born Ravana and his siblings. His sister was Supernakha, and his two younger 
brothers were Kumbhakaran and Vibhishan. 

Ravan’s wife was Mandodari, and his son was Meghanad—the one who 
roared like the thunder clap. 
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3. Kumbhakaran and Vibhishan were the two brothers of Ravana. Out of the two, 
Vibhishan was a pious soul, a follower of Dharma (principles of good character and 
righteousness), and a devotee of Lord God. 

Kumbhakaran, on the other hand, was more like his elder brother Ravana, for 
he had demonic traits dominant in him. But fortunately for the world, he was quite 
lazy, and preferred to eat and sleep, for he slept for six months at a stretch. But on the 
day he woke up to eat, the land was laid barren as he swallowed whatever came his 
way—wine, meat and whatever else he could lay his hand on. 

Kumbhakaran was so-called because he had huge ears like that of fat pitcher. 
Kumbha = a huge pot or pitcher; Karan or Karna = ear. 

Kumbhakaran was killed by Lord Ram during the Battle, and like his brother 
Ravana he too found eternal rest for himself when his soul emerged from his body 
and merged with Supreme Soul represented by Lord Ram. 


4. Meghanad: He was the son of Ravana, and one of the most unconquerable of the 
demons. He had subdued Indra, the king of Gods. He got his name because his roar 
resembled that of a thunder-clap. Megha = cloud; Naad = sound. 

He had fought bravely and made Laxman faint during the Battle of Lanka. He 
had earlier ensnared Hanuman when no other demon could subdue him. He was 
finally slayed by Laxman. 


5. Vibhishan: He was the younger brother of Ravana and a devotee of Lord Vishnu. 
When Hanuman had entered Lanka in his search for Sita, it was Vibhishan whom he 
first met and who had guided him to the place where Sita was held captive. Later on, 
when Vibhishan tried to persuade Ravana to give Sita back to Lord Ram and avoid 
the ruinous war, he was insulted and kicked by Ravana which compelled him to 
abandon Lanka and join Lord Ram. When the war ended, Lord Ram made him the 
next king of Lanka. 


6. Supernakha was Ravana’s sister. She was as cruel and demonic as her brother 
Ravana. She had huge nails and fan like ears. Hence she got her name. Sup 
(pronounced as soop) = a winnowing basket (representing large ears); Nakha = nails. 


7. Trijataa: She was a demoness deputed by Ravana to keep a close watch on Sita. She 
became sympathetic towards her ward Sita and had always encouraged the latter to 
keep hope inspite of overwhelming despair. 


8. Mandadori: She was the wise wife of Ravana who had tried on several occasions to 
persuade her husband to return Sita and prevent the ruinous war. She was a daughter 
of the demon Maya. 


9. Marich (pronounced as Maaricha):--The demon who was forced by Ravana to 
become a deer with a golden skin so that Sita could be distracted. Seeing this unique 
deer, Sita asked her husband Lord Ram to go and bring the deer for her. When the 
Lord went away, Ravana abducted Sita. Marich was eventually shot down by Ram. 
10. Baali/Vaali:-- The king of Kishkindha and the monkey race. He was also the elder 
brother of Sugriv, the friend of Lord Ram. 
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11. Sugriv:-- The younger brother of Baali who was thrown out of the kingdom due to 
certain misunderstanding between the two brothers. He lived in exile on top of the 
Rishyamook Mountain where Lord Ram and he became friends. He was reinstated on 
the throne of Kishkindha, and in return he had helped Lord Ram in finding out about 
the whereabouts of Sita and rescuing her by lending his huge army of monkeys and 
bears to the Lord. 


12. Hanuman:-- A companion of Sugriv and said to be the son of the Wind God. He 
became an ardent follower, a great devotee and a trusted lieutenant of Lord Ram. of 
Lord Ram. It was he who went to Lanka to discover Sita, and burn the city down. 
Later on in the war, he had brought the herb to revive Laxman when he was wounded 
in the battle field. Hanuman played a pivotal role in the epic war and the conquest of 
Lanka. 


13. Angad:-- He was the son of Baali, brother of Sugriv. He later on became a faithful 
follower of Lord Ram. His devotion for the Lord was no less than that of Hanuman. 
Lord Ram had sent him as his messenger to Ravana in a last attempt to avoid the war. 


14. Lord Ram:-- An incarnation of Lord Vishnu in the form of a human being. Vishnu 
had come down to earth as Lord Ram on the request of the Gods and Mother Earth to 
slay Ravana and the cruel demons who had unleashed a horrifying reign of terror in 
the world. 

Lord Ram was born as a prince of the kingdom of Ayodhya, and his worldly 
father was the kingdom’s ruler Dasrath. When the Lord had to go to the forest, his 
wife Sita was abducted by Ravana. This was the reason why Ravana met his end—for 
Lord Ram launched a campaign to retrieve Sita which led to the fierce War of Lanka 
and the annihilation of the cruel demons. 


15. Laxman:-- He was Lord Ram’s younger brother who had accompanied the Lord 
all the way to Lanka from Ayodhya. Laxman was Lord Ram’s comrade-in-arm and 
his constant companion all through the period the Lord had been away from Ayodhya 
on his mission to get rid of the demons and free the world of their scourge. Laxman 
had fought shoulder-to-shoulder with the Lord during the War of Lanka. 


16. Sita:-- She was the daughter of king Janak of the kingdom of Janakpur. She was 
married to Lord Ram and had accompanied him to the forest. Ravana had abducted 
her to avenge the insult of Supernakha whose nose and ear were cut by Laxman on the 
instructions of Lord Ram as she was creating unwarranted mischief and nuisance for 
the Lord, going even to the extent of trying to seduce him and trap him in fits of 
sensual passion. 

It was Sita’s abduction that led to the burning and final sac of Lanka, as well 
as the killing of Ravana, Kumbhakaran, Meghanad etc. 
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17. The Monkeys and the Bears:-- They were actually the Gods in disguise. When 
Lord Vishnu had promised the Gods and Mother Earth that he would come down to 
earth in order to eliminate the demons and free the world from their torments, the 
creator Brahma had asked all the Gods to help Lord Vishnu by assuming the form of 
monkeys and bears and descending down to earth to help Lord Ram, who was an 
incarnation of Lord Vishnu, in his endeavour to get rid of the demons. 

These Gods in the form of the monkeys and bears had formed the ‘army of 
Lord Ram’ which had defeated the demon army of Ravana and conquered Lanka. 
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Story of Ravana and the Epic War of Lanka 


Told in Slow Motion 


[Entirely Based on the Classics Ram Charit Manas, Kavitawali, 
Geetawali, Adhyatma Ramayan & Anand Ramayan] 


Part 1 


Birth of Ravana, Establishment of the Demon Kingdom, 
And their Reign of Terror 


(With Roman Transliteration of Verses, English Exposition and Notes) 
In this Part 1, we have the following Chapters: 


Chapter 1: The Story of Ravana in his Previous Life. 
Chapter 2: The Birth of Ravana and the Establishment of the Demon Kingdom. 
Chapter 3: The Reign of Terror unleashed by Ravana and the Demons. 


Chapter 4: Gods and Mother Earth pray to Lord Vishnu to save them from Ravana’s 
Tyranny, and the Lord’s Promise to them. 


Kk K K 2K k 


Part 1 
Chapter 1: The Story of Ravana in his Previous Life. 
The story of the previous life of Ravana, the great king of the demon race and the 


ruler of the kingdom which had its capital on the island of Lanka, is a very fascinating 
tale about a noble king of a great kingdom who was overcome with a jealous desire to 
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rule over the whole world un-opposed, how this desire led him to become a victim of 
conceit and treachery, how his yearning was exploited by a cunning enemy who took 
advantage of his hidden desire to settle old scores and seek revenge upon him by 
ensuring that the unsuspecting king was condemned for life to become a demon, to 
lead a life of ignominy and denunciation, a life which would have led him to slide 
down to even further lower levels of existence had he not been provided salvation by 
the Supreme Being who came down to this mortal world himself in the form of Lord 
Ram to liberate Ravana’s soul from his evil body and grant eternal rest to him. 


This wonderful story has been narrated in the great epic known as ‘Ram Charit 
Manas’ written by Goswami Tulsidas. It is described in its Baal Kand, from Chaupai 
line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 153—to Doha no. 176. 


Now, let us read this interesting story from Ram Charit Manad verbatim in detail. 


"dio. pp uhr ess ura Geet vsir Pret ufa esp TEP n g u 
fara fated wen ha dup Deng dé SHE PN S II 


caupa’. 


sunu muni katha punita purani. jo girija prati sambhu bakhanr. 1. 
bisva bidita ēka kaikaya desü. satyaketu taham basa'i narési. 2. 


[Sage Yagyavalkya was once asked by sage Bharadwaj why the Supreme Being had 
to come down to this mortal world in the form of a human prince known as Lord 
Ram. While answering Bharadwaj, sage Yagyavalkya narrated a fascinating story that 
on some previous occasion had been told by Lord Shiva to his divine consort Parvati 
(who was known as Girija as she was the daughter of the king of mountains). 

It was the story of a great king known as Pratpabhanu, who was the son of a 
great and righteous king called Satyaketu. He ruled over a mighty kingdom known by 
the name of Kaikaya!.] 


Sage Yagyavalkya (also spelled as Yagyawalkya) said to sage Bharadwaj: ‘Listen oh 
sage. Listen to this great, ancient and legendary tale which Lord Shiva had narrated to 
Girija (his divine consort) in some time in the past. (1) 


There was a famed kingdom (a principality) known as ‘Kaikaya”’; it was famous 
throughout the world. A great king by the name of ‘Satyaketu’’ ruled there. (2) 


[Note— It is believed that this story of Ravana's previous life when he was king 
Satyaketu of the kingdom of Kaikaya is narrated in three most ancient and obscure 
texts known as (1) Agastya Ramayan written by sage Agastya, (ii) the Maha- 
Ramayan, and (111) Shiva-Samhita. 


?The kingdom of *Kaikaya' lied on the other side of two ancient rivers named Vyaas 
and Shaalmali. At the time of this story, its capital was known as Girivraj or 
Raajgriha. At present it lies in the state of Kashmir in the north of India, nestled in the 
mighty range of the Himalayas. Its present name is ‘Kakkaa’; locally it is also called 
*Gakar'. It is believed that it was established by sage Kashyap. 
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By the fiat of fate it so chanced that when Satyaketu, alias Pratapbhanu, was 
cursed by the Brahmins to be doomed, then the cunning false-hermit, who had been 
instrumental in arranging the feast where the Brahmins cursed the king, informed all 
his enemies of the development. They launched attacks from all sides to take 
advantage of the situation, confident that Pratapbhanu could be easily conquered now. 
In the ensuing wars, while all kings returned with the spoils of war and contented at 
being successful in defeating their erstwhile arch enemy, one of them remained 
behind to establish his sovereignty there. {Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, 
Chaupai line nos. 3-8 that precede Doha no. 175.} 

In due course of time, one of the princesses of this kingdom of Kaikaya was 
married to king Dasrath of Ayodhya; her name was ‘Kaikeyi’ or *Kaikai'—meaning 
the daughter of the kingdom of Kaikaya. She was the step-mother of Lord Ram and 
the mother of Bharat. It was she who became instrumental in Lord Ram’s going to the 
forest for a fourteen year period of exile during which the famed war of Lanka took 
place and Ravana was slayed by him. 


?The name ‘Satyaketu’ of the king is significant. It means one who holds high the 
Flag (ketu) of Truth (satya). To wit, king Satyaketu was an upholder of truth and 
righteousness, and ruled over his kingdom judicially and in accordance to the laws of 
Dharma (probity, propriety, nobility, compassion, prudence, righteousness, ethics and 
morality). 

It is really such a wonder and an irony of fate that such a great and righteous 
king who was loved by his subjects and had not a scar on his character that would go 
against him should become a hated ‘demon’ known as Ravana who was loathed by 
the world. ] 


ane een Ae Pears ast uaa Set ACTA N 3 ui 
ate ds AU ATT a SANT | ea TT TA Dat CTEÍNT UE UI 


dharama dhurandhara niti nidhana. teja pratapa sila balavana. 3. 
tehi kem bha'e jugala suta bira. saba guna dhama maha ranadhira. 4. 


The King (Satyaketu) was a great champion of good virtues and an upholder of 
Dharma (the principles of auspiciousness, righteousness, probity, propriety, ethics and 
noble conduct). He was well-versed in the laws of politics and statesmanship, was 
endowed with glory, esteem and dignity that come with being meritorious and above 
reproach, and was famed for his valour and strength, but at the same time he was very 
polite and courteous. (3) 


He had two sons who were like their father—i.e. they were repositories of virtues and 
had all the merits of their father, possessing all the fine qualities and characters that he 
had. They were strong, valiant, righteous and noble like their father’. (4) 


[Note—'A son inherits his father's genes and legacy. A worthy son is one who takes 
forward the name of his father and his family to higher glories, instead of doing 
anything that would put them to shame. If a father is meritorious and good, his son 
would normally be like him. This natural law of inheritance of qualities is endorsed in 
Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-3 that precedes Doha no. 142 
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where the birth of Dhruva, the great devotee of Lord Vishnu, is mentioned. It is said 
here that there was a very noble and righteous king named Swayambhu, and from him 
was born Uttanpad, a son who was like him in all meritorious virtues, and then 
Dhruva was born to Uttanpad and he also inherited the glorious virtues of his 
grandfather and father. 

Amongst the great qualities of a king is his being righteous and judicious in 
the affairs of the state, being compassionate and considerate when dealing with his 
subjects, having excellent knowledge of statecraft and principles of statesmanship, 
and being courageous and valiant in the battle-field. Satyaketu and his two sons had 
all these virtues in them. | 


TS et AT IS Ya SHTÉT ATA WaT 3TH TET Hs Ul 
BUT ells SAA AAT | TSA STA STAT GATT N G i 


raja dhani jo jetha suta ahi. nama pratapabhanu asa tahi. 5. 
apara sutahi arimardana nama. bhujabala atula acala sangrama. 6. 


The elder son, who was the heir to the throne, was called ‘Pratapbhanu'’. (5) 


The second son was named *Arimardan?^'. He had immense strength and valour in his 
arms that was unmatched by any other warrior. During a duel or a war, he was 
extremely steadfast and stood his ground like a mighty mountain. [To wit, it was well- 
neigh impossible to defeat him in a duel. He never turned his back and fled the battle- 
field. During a war he made his enemies bite dust, and his mere presence sent chill 
down the spine of his adversaries.] (6) 


[Note— The word *Pratapbhanu' literally means ‘one whose glories and fame shone 
like the sun’; or ‘one who shone like the sun for his glories and fame’. 

In his next birth also as Ravana, this unique quality of the king lasted because 
there was no one to match Ravana’s fame in the world. 


?The word ‘Arimardan’ refers to ‘one who vanquishes his enemies and crushes their 
strength’. This surely was true even in this prince’s next birth when he was born as 
Kumbhakaran. No one dared to confront him in the battle-field, and when he stepped 
to face his enemy, the latter’s army was scattered like dry leaves in a severe storm. 

Arimardan was stronger in physical strength as compared to his elder brother 
Pratapbhanu. This was also replicated in their next birth as Kumbhakaran and Ravana 
respectively. 

When we shall eventually be reading about the battle at Lanka we shall read 
how Kumbhakaran single-handedly dispersed Lord Ram’s army helter-skelter under 
his vicious onslaught’, while no such feat could be achieved by Ravana. {'Ram Charit 
Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 10 that precede Doha no. 65; and Chaupai line 
no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 67.} 

We shall cite an instance from the battle of Lanka to highlight how Arimardan 
was stronger than Ravana. It so happened once during the course of the war that 
Hanuman, who was a very strong warrior in his own right and matched Ravana and 
Kumbhakaran in their might and valour, had been punched by Ravana forcefully 
which made Hanuman buckle and fall back a bit, but he managed to recover from the 
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blow quite easily and got up angrily to face Ravana and give him a strong blow of his 
fist in revenge which made Ravana fall unconscious for a moment. But when 
Kumbhakaran gave a mighty fistful to Hanuman, the latter swooned and fell down un- 
consciousness for some time, unable to recover instantly. These two events are 
respectively mentioned in Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, (i) Chaupai line nos. 1-3 
that precede Doha no. 84; and (ii) Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 65. ] 


ste gi UA Gala puener Sea wer ATT tdt Ui 1 
Be Gale wWsrTu cheat Lat fad Sg Tert OA HEAT t N 


bha'ihi bha'ihi parama samiti. sakala dosa chala barajita priti. 7. 
jethe sutahi raja nrpa dinha. hari hita apu gavana bana kinha. 8. 


The two brothers warmly loved each other, and there was perfect unity between them. 
Their affection for each other was genuine and selfless, without guile, deceit and 
blemishes of any kind. (7) 


The king (Satyaketu) abdicated the throne and installed his elder son (Pratapbhanu) on 
it. After that, the king went to the forest to lead an austere life for his spiritual 
pursuits and devote the rest of his life in devotion of Lord Hari’. (8) 


[Note—'According to ancient tradition, when a king became old he should appoint 
his eldest son to throne as his heir. This is also borne out when king Dasrath decided 
to anoint his eldest son Lord Ram to the throne of the kingdom of Ayodhya. (Refer: 
Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, (i) Chaupai line nos. 7-8 that precede Doha no. 2; 
(11) Chaupai line nos. 2-4 that precede Doha no. 4; (11) Doha no. 31.} 


?This was another tradition according to which a man was expected to spend the last 
quarter of his life as a Sanyasi—i.e. one who renounces all his attachment with the 
world and spend his remaining days in meditation and contemplation in preparation 
for his ultimate death and attainment of peace for his soul. Prior to that, he should 
hand over all his worldly responsibilities to his heirs and withdraw himself to the 
forest or any other serene place that would give him freedom from involvement with 
the world and its endless worries. This is called Vaanprastha—literally meaning 
‘heading to the forest’. 

So in accordance to this tradition, king Satyaketu handed over the reign of the 
kingdom to his elder son and went to the forest to lead a life of devotion and 
contemplation. There he would spend his remaining days in worshipping Lord Hari, 
also known as Lord Vishnu, the Supreme Being. 

This event also shows that the family of Pratapbhanu was god-fearing and 
devoted to Lord Vishnu. It's such a twist of fate and an irony of providence that 
members of the same family would become arch enemies of Lord Vishnu in their next 
birth as Ravana, Kumbhakaran, and the rest of the demon race.] 
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doha. 


jaba prataparabi bhaya'u nrpa phiri doha't desa. 
praja pala ati bedabidhi katahum nahim agha lesa. 153. 


When Pratapbhanu ascended the throne and was declared a king, a royal proclamation 
to this effect was made throughout the land. 

He ruled the kingdom most righteously in accordance with the laws and rules 
laid down in the Vedas (scriptures). There was no trace of sin and evil throughout the 
realm during his reign. (Doha no. 153) 
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caupat. 


nrpa hitakaraka saciva sayana. nama dharamaruci sukra samana. 1. 
saciva sayana bandhu balabira. apu pratapapunja ranadhira. 2. 


The king had an able and wise chief minister. His name was ‘Dharmaruchi'’. This 
minister was clever and prudent like the legendary sage Sukracharya (who is said to 
be the Guru or the priest and preceptor of the demon race) in his wisdom, knowledge, 
prudence and abilities. (1) 


All circumstances were favourable (for a great kingdom with a glorious future)—the 
minister (Dharmaruchi) was most competent, intelligent, skilled and wise, the king's 
brother (Arimardan) was counted as the first in the rank of great warriors and those 
who were brave and valiant, and the king (Pratapbhanu) himself was a veritable 
treasury of fine glorious qualities as well as one who was steady in the face of an 
enemy in the battle-field. (2) 


[Note— The word ‘Dharamruchi’ literally means ‘one who takes great interest in 
Dharma—4.e. in the laws of probity, propriety, righteousness and ethics’. If a king's 
chief advisor and minister is good and competent, the king rises and acquires fame in 
the world, and the kingdom prospers. 

Just like a man has two hands that help him to carry on with his duties in this 
world, a king has two arms that help him rule over his realm. One arm is his chief 
minister, and the other arm is his brother, and in the case he has none then his kin 
whom he can trust. In the case of king Pratapbhanu, both his minister and brother 
were excellent, and so he was very lucky and in a very fortunate situation. 

In the next verse we read that this fortunate circumstance was complemented 
by the king having an excellent army at his command. This enabled him to extend his 
rule over vast stretches of the earth, and also to maintain good law and order 
situation.] 
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sena sanga caturanga apara. amita subhata saba samara jujhara. 3. 
sena biloki ra'u harasana. aru baje gahagahe nisana. 4. 


He had a vast army of countless veterans at his command. This army had four 
divisions or wings (séna caturanga)!. The soldiers were all brave, courageous and 
fearless in the battle-field as well as in their commitment and loyalty to the king and 
the throne. (3) 


When the king observed his mighty and virtually invincible forces, he felt very elated. 
To celebrate the occasion, trumpets and kettledrums were sounded tumultuously. (4) 


[Note— The ‘four wings’ of the army of those times traditionally consisted of 
horsemen, elephants, foot soldiers and chariots. Of course there were variants in the 
form of archers who used bows and arrows, soldiers who used swords, lancets and 
spear to fight hand-to-hand battles, the artillery brigade, the boomerangs, the 
battering-rams, etc. It was a formidable army no doubt.] 
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bijaya hetu kataka'i bana't. sudina sadhi nrpa cale'u baja’. 5. 
jaham taham parim anéka lara'im. jite sakala bhüpa bari'a'im. 6. 


Being elated and confident of success, the king decided to launch a campaign to 
conquer the world. So he arrayed a huge army for this purpose, and determining an 
auspicious day when to start on his campaign, he marched forward with his army to 
the accompaniment of drums and other musical instruments to announce his 
departure. (5) 


He fought many a battles with kings on the way who dared to oppose him, conquering 
them all by the might of his overwhelming force. (6) 


[Note—All through history we come across such ambitious kings as Pratapbhanu was, 
those who led great military campaigns in order to extend their dominion over vast 
tracts of land. But the great lesson of history was lost and forgotten by them all—that 
for the time being they did manage to hold sway over the destiny of others, but the 
rules of Nature and of that of Creation always superseded their ambitious design and 
lust for power because the tide of time overturned everything upside down, great 
empires rose and fell, entire civilisations flourished and perished, and a time came 
when all such great conquerors and emperors whose rein once extended from one 
corner of the earth to the other, who prided themselves as being the owners and the 
rulers of the land where the ‘sun never sets’, had to die like all others, quite frequently 
miserably and in ignominy, probably also lost in obscurity with their memory covered 
in the dust of time when all their acquired riches and glory shrank and got lost, 
becoming merely some chapter in the pages of history which only a few interested 
bothered to open and read.] 
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sapta dipa bhujabala basa kinhé. lai lai danda chadi nrpa dinhé. 7. 
sakala avani mandala tehi kala. eka pratapabhanu mahipala. 8. 


The king conquered all the seven continents by the virtue of the strength of his arms. 
He demanded and got tributes (spoils of war in the form of taxes, gifts and 
compensations) from the kings he vanquished. And then he let them off, reinstating 
them back on their respective thrones as titular kings who were vassals under the 
Crown worn by Pratapbhanu!. (7) 


Throughout the length and breadth of the land, the rein of Emperor Pratapbhanu was 
proclaimed and established (and there was no one to challenge him). He was the only 
Ruler of the earth in those times”. (8) 


[Note—'Pratapbhanu declared himself a supreme Emperor. So after subjugating these 
kings, he extracted huge tributes from them and made a treaty whereby these kings 
were restored their kingdoms with the condition that they would hold their title at the 
pleasure of the Emperor to whom all will owe their allegiance. They would pay 
regular tributes and stand in attendance in his court whenever called to do so. 
Otherwise, the punishment would be severe and swift, mostly in the form of their 
heads being severed. 
This had been the norm with great conquerors since times immemorial. 


^When Lord Ram became the king of Ayodhya, a similar situation prevailed during 
his time—for there was no other king who was a match for the Lord anywhere on this 
earth. Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha 
no. 22.] 
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svabasa bisva kari bahubala nija pura kinha prabesu. 
aratha dharama kamadi sukha seva'i samayam narésu. 154. 


After having conquered the whole world and making it surrender to the might of his 
arms, the king returned victorious to his own capital. He revelled and rejoiced in the 
light of the glory of his conquests and the acclaim that went with it; he enjoyed the 
spoils of war in the form of its riches, comforts and pleasures. 

The king chose appropriate times to indulge in the various pastimes usual for 
great conquerors and emperors , such as enjoying the comforts and pleasures of huge 
wealth (aratha), merit and fame that comes by following the laws of Dharma (i.e. by 
adhering to the principles of righteousness, probity and propriety inspite of being 
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great and powerful; following religious practices— *dharama"), fulfilment of sensual 
pleasures and worldly desires, and so on and so forth (Kamadi). (Doha no. 154) 


[Note—'In Valmiki’s Ramayan, Lanka Kand, Canto 63, verse no. 9, Kumbhakaran 
has told Ravana that a person who enjoys things when the time is appropriate for 
them, such as enjoying meal when it is time to eat, going to sleep when it is time for 
it, relaxing and doing other activities at their proper and designated times, i.e. doing in 
the morning, in the afternoon and the evening things that are supposed to be done 
then, then such a person or a king is praised as being prudent, wise and intelligent; he 
is lauded as being a follower of Dharma. 

So, king Pratapbhanu too followed this principle and did things at the proper 
and appropriate time. ] 
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caupat. 


bhüpa pratapabhanu bala pa’. kamadhenu bhai bhümi suha^. 1. 
saba dukha barajita praja sukhari. dharamasila sundara nara nari. 2. 


The earth became invigorated (green and lush) and started giving excellent yields 
(such as crops, minerals, fruits, vegetables, marine products etc.) when it got the 
support of the mighty arms of king Pratapbhanu. In fact, the earth became a 
personified form of the heavenly cow called ‘Kaam-dhenu’ which gives an abundance 
of milk and fulfils all the desires of those who seek anything from it. (1) 


There was no misery and pain of any kind that would make the subjects of the 
kingdom suffer in any way, and all the people were happy and contented. All the men 
and women were virtuous and adherents of the law of Dharma (principles of 
righteousness, probity, good conduct and thought), and their cheerful and pleasant 
physical appearances and demeanours showed that there was nothing that either 
worried them or made them feel unhappy.? (2) 


[Note—When the earth is ruled by a good and noble king, there is happiness and 
prosperity everywhere. The subjects are taken well care of, and the fame of the king 
spreads to all corners of the earth. Refer also to Ram Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, Doha 
no. 21—to Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 22 where we read the same 
thing about the glory of the kingdom that was ruled by Lord Ram. 

The kind of prosperous and rich kingdom that was established under king 
Pratapbhanu and the happiness of its subjects finds an exact resonance in the kingdom 
of Ayodhya that was ruled by Lord Ram. This is described in detail in Ram Charit 
Manas, Uttar Kand, from Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 20—to Doha no. 
23. 


"Refer specifically to: Ram Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, Doha no. 23 along with 
Chaupai line nos. 1-10 that precede it. 
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*Refer also to: Ram Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, (i) Doha no. 21 along with Chaupai 
line nos. 1-8 that precede it; (41) Doha no. 26.] 
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saciva dharamaruci hari pada priti. nrpa hita hetu sikhava nita niti. 3. 
gura sura santa pitara mahideva. kara'i sada nrpa saba kai seva. 4. 


The king's chief minister named Dharmaruchi was very virtuous and judicious, and 
true to his name he diligently followed the laws of Dharma (proper conduct and 
thought; upholding the principles of prudence, auspiciousness, righteousness, ethics, 
probity and propriety above all other considerations). He was also god-fearing and 
was devoted to Lord Hari whom he worshipped with great faith." 

He always thought for what would be good for the king, and was careful about 
the latter's welfare. Keeping this in mind, he always ensured that he would give wise 
and prudent advice to the king on day-to-day basis. (3) 


The king made it a point to always serve and pay his obeisance and worship to his 
Guru (preceptor and moral guide), the Gods, the saints and pious men, the spirits of 
his ancestors, and the holy men known as Brahmins who are deemed to be 
representatives of Gods on earth. (4) 


[Note— These grand virtues of the chief minister have already been pointed out in 
Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 154 herein above.] 
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bhupa dharama je beda bakhané. sakala kara'i sadara sukha mane. 5. 
dina prati de'i bibidha bidhi dana. suna'i sastra bara beda purana. 6. 


Whatever duties that the Vedas have prescribed for a king, he (Pratapbhanu) carried 
out all of them cheerfully and with due diligence with the thought that he was paying 
respect to the scriptures. Hence, he enjoyed doing his duties and fulfilling his 
obligations. (5) 


He routinely gave liberal donations and made charities in various forms on a daily 
basis. 

He also used to listen to religious discourses based on the Vedas, Purans and 
other scriptures’. (6) 


[Note—'It was a normal practice with great kings to listen to religious discourses. The 
great king Dasrath, the king of Ayodhya and the father of Lord Ram too listened to 
them—refer: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha 
no. 359. 
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Even Lord Ram used to listen to such discourses regularly though he knew all 
the things that were told during such sessions. Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, 
Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 26. 

We also read here that the scriptures were read and discussed in each 
household of Ayodhya during the reign of Lord Ram—trefer: Ram Charit Manas, 
Uttar Kand, Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 26. 

There is a wonderful book titled *Narad Bhakti Sutra’ which is dedicated to 
the theme of Bhakti or devotion for Lord God. In its verse no. 17 it is said that 
listening to the scriptures where the glories of the Lord are narrated helps to nourish 
Bhakti in the heart of a devotee. An English version of this book has been written and 
published by this author and is available on-line. ] 
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nana bapim küpa taraga. sumana batika sundara baga. 7. 
biprabhavana surabhavana suha'e. saba tirathanha bicitra bana'e. 8. 


The king got constructed excellent water-bodies such as ponds, wells and lakes, 
wonderful gardens and orchards, as well as beautiful homes for Brahmins and shrines 
for the Gods in all the holy pilgrim places on earth. (7-8) 


[Note—Such activities were undertaken by all great kings as means of charity and 
social work.] 
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jaham lagi kahé purana $ruti ēka ēka saba jaga. 
bara sahasra sahasra nrpa ki'e sahita anuraga. 155. 


Whatever religious sacrifices have been described in the Vedas and Purans, the king 
performed them faithfully and diligently countless numbers of times, one by one.! 
(Doha no. 155) 


[Note—'Usually a great king was expected to do the ‘Ashwamegh Yagya’, or the 
horse sacrifice. Even Lord Ram had done it. We also read that Lord Ram was very 
particular about following the path of religious practices and goodness as advised by 
the scriptures. Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-2 that 
precede Doha no. 24. 

To wit, all great kings became ‘great’ and renowned because they had 
followed the path shown by the scriptures.] 
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caupat. 


hrdayam na kachu phala anusandhana. bhüpa bibeki parama sujana. 1. 
kara'i je dharama karama mana bani. basudeva arpita nrpa gyani. 2. 


The king was very wise and intelligent. He had never desired for anything.’ (1) 


Whatever meritorious deeds that the king did, he faithfully offered them all to Lord 
Vasudeo (i.e. Lord Vishnu)’. (2) 


[Note—'The king was well-versed in the doctrines of the scriptures, and so he knew 
fully well that if a person leads an honourable life in accordance to the principles laid 
down in the scriptures then all good things in the world come to him even without his 
asking for them. So therefore, why should he worry about anything; why should he 
allow himself to be tainted with the negativity associated with ‘desires and passions’? 

Verily, all his needs, of the world and of the spirit, were being taken care of by 
his doing meritorious deeds and strictly following the religious path prescribed in the 
scriptures. So what sense was there in asking for things which he has in abundance, or 
even if he did not have them currently they would come to him by-and-by. 

‘Narad Bhakti Sutra’, verse nos. 5 and 7 highly praise the virtue of not having 
any kind of desires. 


“It has been said in the scriptures that the best form of service to the Lord God is to 
offer everything to him; all deeds and their fruits ought to be offered selflessly to the 
Lord. This is one of the best forms of Bhakti or devotion. 

It is said that those deeds and their fruits that are not offered to the Lord God 
are worthy of shame, and it would be good not doing any such deed at all no matter 
how meritorious they may be. 

In this context, the reader should refer to verse nos. 14, 19 and 61 of a 
wonderful text on Bhakti, called *Narad Bhakti Sutra’. An English version of this 
book has been written and published by this author. ] 
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cadhi bara baji bara eka raja. mrgaya kara saba saji samaja. 3. 
bindhyacala gabhira bana gaya'ū. mrga punita bahu marata bhaya'u. 4. 


Once upon a time, the king mounted his gallant horse and went on a hunting 
expedition with all his courtiers, and fully equipped with all the royal paraphernalia 
needed for the purpose. (3) 


He entered the deep recesses of the forest nestling in the lap of the lofty ranges of the 
Vindhyachal Mountain in pursuit of game, and by-and-by shot many a beautiful deer 
and other wild animals. (4) 
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phirata bipina nrpa dikha barahü. janu bana dure'u sasihi grasi rahü. 5. 
bara bidhu nahirn samata mukha mahim. manahum krodha basa ugilata 
nahim. 6. 


During the course of his hunting, he saw a majestic wild boar’ that was roaming in the 
forest. He was so huge and awesome that it appeared that the demon ‘Rahu’ had come 
to hide in the wilds, fearing for his own life, after having eclipsed the moon’. (5) 


It appeared that since the Moon was too large for the demon’s mouth, the latter could 
not gobble it up, and this made the demon seethe with anger as he did not want to let 
the prey slip away’. (6) 


[Note—'This was no ordinary wild boar. It was actually a demon named ‘Kalketu’ 
who had seven sons and ten brothers. Together they had been causing great horror for 
the Gods and the Brahmins. So king Pratapbhanu engaged them in a battle and killed 
all his sons and brothers, but the demon Kalketu managed to escape. He took a vow of 
revenge upon the king and hid in the forest looking for an opportunity. In due course 
of time he met a king who had also been defeated by Pratapbhanu in battle and who 
had managed to escape arrest and fled to the forest. This defeated king disguised 
himself as a hermit and waited for his chance for revenge. 

As destiny would have it, both these arch enemies of king Pratapbhanu, who 
were buring with the fire of hate and revenge, joined hands and became friends-in- 
common-cause. The story of this boar and his friendship with the erstwhile king 
disguised as a hermit is narrated herein below in Chaupai line nos. 3-8 that precede 
Doha no. 170. They planned a wicked and nasty device which would bring ruin to 
king Pratapbhanu and his entire family. 


According to mythological legend, the demon ‘Rahu’ has only a head with a mouth 
with which it periodically gobbles up the Moon and the Sun. This marks the 
occurrence of the lunar and the solar eclipses respectively. Since the demon’s head is 
severed from his neck, the Moon and the Sun first enter the demon’s mouth and then 
eventually emerge from the hollow of the neck below. This marks the end of the 
eclipse. 

Now Rahu gets frightened that the Moon God and the Sun God would punish 
him, so he runs away and hides in a thick forest where the light of neither the Moon 
nor the Sun can reach. This is said to be the legend. 

The wild boar which king Pratapbhanu sighted in the dark forest was so huge 
and fearsome and fat that it resembled the demon Rahu who had the shape of a huge 
rounded ball because he had only his head. 


*Actually what is being said here in a dramatic way is that the king wanted to shoot 
this wild boar, but no matter how hard he tried to achieve success in his effort, the 
boar always escaped him. This angered the king beyond measure, and so he pursued 
his game relentlessly, without bothering to be careful and seeking assistance from the 
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soldiers and courtiers who were accompanying him as this would mean his personal 
defeat and humiliation. 

We will read soon how the king’s desire to hunt this boar without taking due 
precautions about his own security led him into the unknown depths of the forest 
where he got lost because all his companions were left behind while he was on hot 
pursuit of the game. Then as the fiat of fate had destined for him, he fell a victim of a 
trap laid by one of his enemies whom the king had defeated in battle some time in the 
past, and who was bidding for time to settle scores with him. ] 
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kola karala dasana chabi gā'. tanu bisala pivara adhika'. — — 
ghurughurata haya arau pa'em. cakita bilokata kana utha'em. 4. 


The boar had enormous wide jaws; his body was of huge proportions; and he was 
very fat and bulky. (7) 


When the boar heard the tramping sound of the hooves of the king's horse, he 
growled and grunted angrily and held his ears erect. (8) 
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nila mahidhara sikhara sama dekhi bisala barahu. 
capari cale'u haya sutuki nrpa hamki na ho'i nibahu. 156. 


When the king observed the huge wild boar who resembled the mighty mountain 
known as Neel Giri (literally the ‘blue mountain’) in its girth and the height, he got 
tempted so much to hunt him down that he whipped his steed and spurred it to move 
swiftly towards the boar, challenging the latter and saying that he would not be able to 
escape now’. (Doha no. 156) 


[Note—'In his enthusiasm and excitement, the king shouted at the boar. If he would 
have been wise and careful like a good and scrupulous hunter, he would have quietly 
shot an arrow to kill the boar instead of alerting it and giving it a chance to run away. 
But the king was so over-confident of his strength and powers that he forgot to follow 
rules. He forgot, for instance, that he is not in a battle-field facing a warrior whom he 
must challenge first before launching his attack as is the proper rule for a duel. A wild 
animal who is about to be shot dead won’t wait for an arrow before fleeing from the 
spot for its dear life. ] 
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caupat. 


avata dekhi adhika rava baji. cale'u baraha maruta gati bhaji. 1. 
turata kinha nrpa sara sandhana. mahi mili gaya'u bilokata bana. 2. 


When the wild boar saw the king's horse approach rapidly, he fled with the swiftness 
of wind. (1) 


The king immediately mounted an arrow and shot it at the boar, but the latter, as soon 
as he observed the king aiming the arrow, stopped dead on its track and crouched low 
on the ground to hide himself in the surrounding undergrowth, thickets and wild grass 
that grew in abundance in the dense forest. (2) 
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taki taki tira mahisa calava. kari chala su'ara sarira bacava. 3. 
pragatata durata ja'i mrga bhaga. risa basa bhüpa cale'u samga laga. 4. 


The king took repeated aims and shot many arrows, but the clever boar dodged him 
each time by different maneuverings!. (3) 


The boar repeatedly hid and reappeared as if to tease the king, who was so peeved and 
embarrassed at this apparent humiliation and virtual defeat that he kept on his hot 
pursuit of the boar angrily, and deciding not to give up he went very far and deep in 
the dense forest (without taking precautions about his own safety and calling for 
support from others in the royal entourage that had accompanied him)”. (4) 


[Note—'Thus the boar escaped the arrow and getting killed. We have read earlier that 
the boar was of a gigantic size and the king was moving at a great speed on his steed. 
Since the target was large, the king had aimed the arrow in its general direction. 
Besides this, he was astride a galloping horse, and to shoot an arrow the two hands 
must be free—one to hold the bow and the other to aim the arrow. It obviously means 
that the king had to let go of the rein of the horse while it was in swift motion in order 
to hold the bow, take aim and shoot the arrow. He was confident that the arrow will 
hit the bull’s eye as the target was so huge, and so he must have aimed higher than is 
usual for a hunter aiming his arrow at an ordinary game. 

But this game outwitted the hunter, for it immediately crouched and lay low 
on the ground in self-defence even as the arrow whizzed past it. Since the king’s horse 
was moving at great speed, it overshot the boar. And by the time the king gathered his 
wits to look around and search for his prey, the latter rose and quickly vanished in the 
surrounding thickets in the dense forest. 


The king was ashamed of himself at his failure to hunt down a single boar, and 
thinking what others would say of him if he called out for support and help, he 
decided to take a great risk and so continued to pursue his game alone. ] 
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By-and-by, the wild boar went deep into the thickest part of the dense forest where 
horses and elephants could not have any access (because this part of the forest was 
extremely dense and thick with wild undergrowth, thick trees, entangled creepers and 
tall wild grass). (5) 


Though the king was all alone and frustrated, still he did not abandon his game to 
return back to his companions’. (6) 


[Note—'Obviously, as has been noted earlier, he felt ashamed at his failure to hunt 
down a single boar, and what others would say of him when they found out that he 
returned empty-handed. This prospect was preposterous and intolerable for him. So he 
continued with his pursuit. ] 
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When the boar discovered that the king was very resolute and would not give up his 
pursuit, he fled and hid himself swiftly in a dark and deep cave on the side of a great 
mountain. (7) 


The king found to his utter dismay that he would not be able to enter that cave. 
Disgusted and frustrated, he at last turned back. But by this time he had gone so far 
deep in that foreboding forest that he lost his way in its dark and un-chartered environ. 


(8) 
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Overcome with dismay, frustration and humiliation, the distraught king was very 
thirsty and hungry. He held his tired and thirsty horse dejectedly, and roamed about in 
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the forest searching for some water-body such as a pond or a stream to quench his and 
the horse’s thirst and refresh themselves somewhat. 

For want of water, the two, the king and the horse, were very agitated and 
almost on the edge of fainting. (Doha no. 157) 
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While so wandering in the forest, the king sighted a hermitage. In it lived a king 
disguised as a hermit. (1) 


This king had been defeated by Pratapbhanu some time in the past, and his kingdom 
was conquered and subjugated by the victorious Pratapbhanu who failed to lay his 
hands on the defeated king as he managed to escape after abandoning his army and 
his subjects. But the vanquished king, who escaped from thus being captured, 
retreated to the forest to hide there in the form of a hermit, bidding for time to seek his 
revenge upon his enemy Pratapbhanu if a favourable opportunity presented itself by 
providence some time later on. (2) 


AAT WATT ena A | STO 33k STANT STTHTU I 3 i 
Tas F Te AA ga Mes | Pret a ase Ta s mur uw N 


samaya pratapabhanu kara jani. apana ati asamaya anumani. 3. 
gaya'u na grha mana bahuta galani. mila na rajahi nrpa abhimani. 4. 


This defeated king was full of grief and remorse, and thought that the while the time 
was bad and unfavourable for him it was good and favourable for Pratapbhanu (and so 
it was useless to resist then). (3) 


Thus overcome with shame, regret and humiliation, he did not (or refused to) return to 
his palace, and abandoned the kingdom. He was too proud to surrender himself before 
the victorious king (Pratapbhanu) and make a treaty of peace with him’. (4) 


[Note—'As destiny would have it, it was this same king whom Pratapbhanu met in 
the forest, disguised as a hermit! Frankly speaking and to do justice to the vanquished 
king, no great self-respecting warrior would like to surrender his dignity and self- 
esteem by kneeling before his vanquisher, especially if he is attacked by someone 
without any provocation just because his opponent wishes to conquer the whole world 
by the might of his arm and make everyone bow before his ego as Pratapbhanu had 
wished. 

So this king swallowed a bitter pill that was forced down his throat. Naturally 
he was filled with vengeance and hatred for Pratapbhanu. 
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We see in history that the higher one rises the more his ego becomes inflated, 
and the more he thinks that he is the chosen one, as the case of Pratapbhanu clearly 
depicts. Such a person becomes cocooned in his own world of grandiose self-belief, 
thinking that he is the greatest of them all. He gradually becomes a tyrant, a dictator 
and a hypocrite, someone who gets distanced from reality, someone who loses the 
virtues of humbleness and simplicity, and someone who has no friends but enemies all 
around him. 

Pratapbhanu had risen to such great heights of unbridled power and authority 
that unwittingly he had surrounded himself with jealous enemies who were all bidding 
their times to settle scores with him but of whom he was not aware because they all 
wore a cloak of submission and loyalty to him while hating him from within. ] 
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Hence, the defeated king suppressed his anger and went to the forest like a poor man 
who is insulted, robbed of his rightful possessions and thrown out by someone who is 
rich and powerful, against whom this poor fellow is powerless to seek revenge. In the 
forest, this king hid himself in the disguise of a hermit. (5) 


It was this king that Pratapbhanu approached when he sighted the hermitage in the 
thick forest. As soon as the king, who was disguised as a hermit, saw Pratapbhanu, he 
immediately recognized him (as his arch-enemy, the person who had usurped his 
kingdom and thrown him to such misery and humiliation). (6) 
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The king (Pratapbhanu) was very agitated and weary with thirst, and so he could not 
recognize who that hermit actually was. Hence when he saw the holy external 
appearance and attire of a hermit, he mistook the person living in the hermitage to be 
some great sage. (7) 


He alighted from his horse and bowed reverentially to the (fake) hermit, but he took 
the precaution of not disclosing his name and who he was. (8) 


[Note—The king's enemy who was disguised as a hermit immediately knew that the 
stranger was king Pratapbhanu, but the latter could not recognize who that hermit 
actually was. The reason is that Pratapbhanu was weary with thirst and emotionally 
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exhausted so much that his mind did not function properly. Another reason is that the 
defeated king had disguised himself so perfectly that it was difficult to know his true 
identity. And third, during the course of his career of battles and wars and conquests, 
he had vanquished so many kings that it was not possible for him to keep track of 
each and every one whom he conquered and captured, and those who escaped. 

What to talk of Pratapbhanu, even Lord Ram’s great messenger Hanuman was 
misled by a demon named Kaalnemi who was sent by Ravana to capture and kill 
Hanuman while he was on his way to bring the herb to revive Laxman, the brother of 
Lord Ram, who lay wounded in the battle-field of Lanka during the epic war. We 
shall read about it in due course. Kaalnemi had also disguised himself as a hermit and 
created a nice magical hermitage with a pond of water. Hanuman too was thirsty, and 
when he saw that pond he went there to refresh himself. Hanuman also could not 
recognize the demon, and thought that he was some sage. But a demoness who was 
assigned the task to kill Hanuman went and hid as a crocodile in that pond. As soon as 
Hanuman went in the water, she caught hold of him, but was immediately slayed by 
the Lord’s messenger. She disclosed Kaalnemi’s truth and soon Hanuman slayed him. 

This story is narrated in detail in Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai 
line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 56—to Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 
58.] 
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This false hermit observed that the king (Partapbhanu) was overcome with thirst, so 
he showed him the pond of water. 

The king cheerfully took a bath and drank water himself, and also refreshed 
his horse likewise. Then he felt rejuvenated and energized once again. (Doha no. 158) 


[Note—Obviously, Pratapbhanu felt obliged and was much grateful to this hermit. 
And in his elation he lost his usual discretion and caution. He felt that this is a true 
and helpful hermit who has virtually saved his and his horse's lives as if he was god- 
sent. The cunning hermit's demeanours and attires were so perfect that he gave no 
occasion for suspicion. 

The pretentious hermit saw that Pratapbhanu was armed as he come a-hunting, 
while he himself was completely unarmed as a hermit ought to be. Besides it, he saw 
that a great chance has knocked at this door to settle old scores with his arch-enemy 
who has landed himself at his doorstep as if he was sent by providence. 

So he concluded that if he played his cards carefully and with wisdom then he 
could fulfil his long-cherished wish to square up with Pratapbhanu. On the other hand, 
if he made one wrong move and Pratapbhanu could find out who that hermit actually 
was, he would be killed by well-armed king instantly. So the cunning hermit played 
his game to perfection and with care.] 


57 


"dio. Wet Wener Gat Tu aH P PTSDSITSTH ATT CL TAS N 9 N 
ama wl sted Ca St buf ru sers We Tt 3 M 


caupat. 


gai $rama sakala sukhi nrpa bhaya'ü. nija a$rama tapasa lai gaya'ü. 1. 
asana dinha asta rabi jani. puni tapasa bole'u mrdu bant. 2. 


When the guest king (Pratapbhanu) was fully refreshed and felt rejuvenated, he 
became cheerful. Then the hermit took him back to his hermitage.! (1) 


Observing that the time for the sun to set had arrived, the hermit gave the king a seat 
to sit down and relax. Then he addressed the king with polite words. (2) 


[Note— This shows that the water-body was a little way off the hermitage. The false 
hermit accompanied Pratapbhanu to ensure that the latter did not go away after taking 
a bath, drinking water and refreshing himself. Because he rightly concluded that if he 
would be present at the site then the great king would be obliged to thank him and 
observe some basic courtesy by asking his leave, at which point the hermit would 
encourage him to come with him to his hermitage and take some rest before 
proceeding ahead with his journey. 

Since it was almost night time, it would be easy to persuade the king to spend 
the night there in the safety of the hermitage because the forest was full of danger if 
one ventured into it during the darkness of the night. And if the things went the way 
the deceitful hermit planned quickly in his head, he would see to it that Pratapbhanu is 
ruined. 


?The unsuspecting king agreed to stay overnight because he too did not wish to go 
forth through a forest with which he was not acquainted. And the treacherous hermit 
hit the dagger hard and sunk it till its hilt! He of course had to be polite if he wanted 
to trap the king into talking. Otherwise, the king could say he was tired and excuse 
himself to go and take rest. 

So, as the king was already grateful to this hermit, he readily agreed to sit 
down and have a little chat with him when offered a seat and the hermit expressed a 
desire for some light talk.] 
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The hermit enquired politely, “Say, who are you and why are you wandering alone in 
this wild forest? You are handsome and young, so why do you risk your precious life 
by venturing alone in this fierce wilderness? (3) 
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I feel great pity for you because I see in you signs of a great emperor who rules over 
all the directions of the earth like it were a great circle of his dominion (cakrabarti)’. 


(4) 
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The king replied with caution, saying, ‘Listen oh sage! There is a great king named 
Pratapbhanu, and I am his minister’. (4) 


I was hunting and pursuing a game when I lost my way. It is due to good fortune that I 
came here and saw your holy feet. (6) 


[Note—'The king tried to be extra careful here. He was aware that he is renowned for 
being truthful, but here the situation demanded that he cannot speak the truth for fear 
of disclosing his identity to a stranger. So he devised a device by saying half-truth, 
that he was a minister with king Pratapbhanu. In a way he gave a hint to the stranger 
that if a king’s minister is so great that he has signs and an air of a great ruler who 
rules over all the directions of the earth, then one can imagine the glory and majesty 
of the king under whom this minister works. 

Refer Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 158 herein above where we 
read that at the time the king first met the hermit he had not disclosed his name then 
also. The reason is that wisdom and discretion dictates that a king should keep his 
identity secret in an alien land for he can’t be sure whether he is amongst friends or 
foes. | 
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It is rare for ordinary mortals like us to have a sight of sages and their holy feet. So I 
think that some great is in store for me and some good tidings are coming my way.’ 


(7) 


The hermit replied, *My dear, it is dark already now, and your capital city is at a 
distance of seventy yojans (roughly five hundred and sixty miles) from here’. (8) 


[Note— The cunning hermit smiled on the sly at his good fortune and thought to 
himself—"Well, well; it seems that the king is about to fall in my net, if only I could 
manoeuvre things a little more to my liking." 

1 Yojan = roughly 80 miles.] 
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Listen oh gentleman (sujana)! The night is pitch dark, and the fearsome forest is 
thick and deep. There is no proper track through it (which you can take back to your 
city). 

So therefore, keeping this in mind, it would be wise for you to stay here 
overnight and go your way at dawn.' (Doha no. 159-a) 
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Tulsidas (the learned poet-saint who composed this classic tale called Ram Charit 
Manas) observes in a solemn way that whatever is destined by destiny and is 
inevitable in one's fate is invariably preceded by circumstances and developments 
that lead up to the main chain of events. Either such circumstances or developments 
come to visit at the doorstep of a person who is to face some fiat of providence, or he 
is himself pulled along involuntarily towards those circumstances and developments 
that would lead to situations that would be in sync with his destiny. (Doha no. 159-b) 


[Note—Put simply it means that what is destined to happen would happen, and no one 
can change it. There are certain developments in everyone's life which support this 
conclusion, when no matter how hard one tries and devises things his way they would 
always go against his wishes and what he had hoped for. In the same way, some 
unexpected developments occur of which one has no inkling, but they pull him out of 
some intractable situation which seemed to him almost hopeless a moment ago. 

In the present case, Pratapbhanu's destiny brought him face to face with a 
person whom he had vanquished himself some time ago, but unfortunately he could 
not recognize him. Though no power on earth could stand the might of Pratapbhanu if 
all such powers united against him in battle, a lone, poor and unarmed erstwhile king 
who has been disenfranchised from his kingdom and power by Pratapbhanu who had 
trounced him would prove one day to be his nemesis and vanquisher without even a 
fight. 

A king who would have knelt before Pratapbhanu in the battle-field praying 
for mercy, now has the latter bowing before him in gratitude for saving his life by 
providing him water to drink! 
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A king whose ruin was caused at the hands of Pratapbhanu now became the 
cause of ruin of Pratapbhanu himself—and that too without a fight. And the greatest 
irony is that the prey (Pratapbhanu) came to be killed voluntarily by him (the defeated 
king now disguised as a hermit) who he had earlier wished to destroy in battle. 

This Doha essentially says that “destiny, fate and providence are very 
powerful forces in a person’s life, and whatever is to happen will surely happen in 
one's life no matter how hard one tries to change or avoid it”. ] 
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Accepting the offer of the hermit gladly, the king said, ‘Alright oh Lord’, and went to 
tie the horse to a tree. Then he came back and sat down before the hermit’. (1) 


The king praised the hermit a lot, bowed at his feet, and congratulated himself (at 
finding a friendly person in the midst of a hopeless situation)". (2) 


[Note— This shows that till now the king had been standing with his horse, but now 
that he has to spend the night in the hermitage he tied the horse to a tree and came to 
sit down comfortably. 


*The king was all praises for this hermit because he felt that the latter was a nice 
person: first the hermit had shown him water, even accompanied to the pond for the 
sake of courteousness, and now he has requested the king to spend the night at the 
hermitage because it was already dark and night had come, the path back to his city 
was long, and it passed through a dense and hostile forest. The king already had an 
experience of the sort of wild forest he would have to cross because it was in this 
forest that he had lost his way. So when offered the chance of staying overnight, he 
gladly accepted it as god-sent. 

In the situation in which the king found himself currently, any other person in 
his place too would have felt obliged to the hermit who played the role of a perfect 
host who was most courteous and hospitable.] 
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After he was comfortably seated and felt thankful to the hermit for the hospitality 
offered by him, the king said most politely, using sweetness in his voice, ‘Oh Lord! I 
regard you as my father’, and so I am venturing to speak to you out of turn. [To wit, 
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even though you have not asked me to say anything, nevertheless I feel sufficiently 
free to talk to you as a son would to his father, for there is no formality between the 
two of them.] (3) 


Oh sage, you too should regard me as your son and follower, and so please be kind to 
tell me your name (so that I may become aware about who you are)”. (4) 


[Note—'The king wished to show his respect to the hermit and express his thanks to 
him. He calls the latter his ‘father’ because a hermit and a sage are no less respectable 
than a father for a man. Besides this, the hermit had saved his life by showing him 
water and asking him no to venture into the wild forest in the night as it would be too 
dangerous for his security. 

While addressing the king earlier in Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 
159, the hermit had used the affectionate word ‘tata’ for the king, which means “oh 
dear", a term that is usually used in classical texts for someone who is very dear, such 
as a son. So the king reciprocated this gesture by addressing the hermit as his father. 

There is another point here. The king was in the company of a stranger with 
whom he had to pass the night. So he thought it wise to create some kind of close 
bond, even if it was superficial or artificial, with his host so that the latter's 
conscience would stop him from doing any mischief while the king was unarmed and 
asleep. 


?Earlier the hermit too had asked the king who he was in Chaupai line no. 3 that 
precedes Doha no. 159, so the king decided that there was no harm in asking the 
hermit his name. This was also done to start a conversation, and to keep busy and pass 
time. It would also help the king to reward the hermit after he returned to his capital 
the next day.] 
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The king could not recognize who the hermit was, but the latter had immediately 
known who his guest actually was as soon as he saw the king". 

The king was simple-hearted and had no deceit in him, but the hermit was a 
cunning fraud who was skilled in conceit and pretensions. (5) 


In the first instance the hermit was an enemy, and then he was a Kshatriya by race 
(i.e. a warrior), and to top it all he was an erstwhile king who was defeated and his 
kingdom usurped. So (since he was seething with anger) he wished to accomplish his 
task (of seeking revenge) by hook or by crook’. (6) 


[Note—'Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1 and 6-7 that 
precede Doha no. 158. 
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^Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-5 that precede Doha no. 
158. 

There are three things mentioned here which went squarely against 
Pratapbhanu—viz. (i) the hermit being a king who was defeated by Pratapbhanu, and 
whose kingdom was conquered and subjugated by him, (ii) the hermit being a warrior 
by birth, and for such a person the greatest humiliation in life is defeat and being 
forced to run away from the battle-field, and (iii) the hermit being the guest's arch 
enemy. All these three factors went against Pratapbhanu. 

This situation was made worse and exacerbated because the king could not 
recognize his enemy so that he could have been alert and taken due precautions. The 
cunning hermit played his cards well and expertly by being most polite and courteous 
so that no suspicion was raised in the mind of the king. And he mightily succeeded in 
his game-plan because the king actually failed to recognize his enemy and fell right 
into the trap laid out for him by his sworn enemy! 

The hermit had been waiting for such an opportunity for a long time when he 
could extract his revenge upon his enemy Pratapbhanu, and now this opportunity 
came knocking at his door. As the hermit had been a king himself before he was 
defeated by Pratapbhanu and had to escape and hide in the forest, he knew the tricks 
of the trade well, and so he knew how to trap an enemy without harming his own 
interests and extract whatever he wanted from the latter. 

So we see the irony of fate here and the truth of what has been said as a maxim 
in Doha no. 159-b herein above that “destiny, fate and providence are very powerful 
forces in a person’s life, and whatever is to happen will surely happen in one’s life no 
matter how hard one tries to change or avoid it’. ] 


mq ware giaa and | stat sre Sa WenTg Bret N 9 N 
RT GAA FO UM HT aa Hae gud SLIT 2 N 


samujhi rajasukha dukhita arati. avam anala iva sulaga'i chati. 7. 
sarala bacana nrpa ke suni kana. bayara sambhari hrdayam harasana. 8. 


The disenfranchised and disinherited king (i.e. the hermit) had remembered the 
pleasures and comforts of royalty which had been snatched away from him. So he was 
burning with a fire of hatred and vengeance for the person (i.e. Pratapbhnanu) who 
had robbed him of such privileges. (7) 


Hearing with his ears the king's unsuspecting and polite words, he (i.e. the cunning 
hermit) felt very happy and reassured in his heart (that now finally he would achieve 
his objective and square up with his arch enemy). (8) 
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The pretentious hermit spoke artfully words that were polite on their face but 
ambiguous and full of deceit. He said, ‘My name now is a ‘beggar’, because I am 
poor and without a home of my own." (Doha no. 160) 


[Note— The king ought to have taken note of these words, but he failed. A true 
hermit would never refer to himself as a ‘beggar (bhikhari)’ to hint at his hidden 
regret of having left the pleasures and wealth of a household. A hermit is expected to 
be happy and cheerful in his chosen way of life of renunciation and meditation. This 
should have rung alarm bells for Pratapbhanu, but as destiny had wished his fall he 
overlooked the obvious, so deluded his mind was. 

Perhaps the king missed the obvious because he thought that the hermit was 
being truthful as indeed he had no wealth at present. But at the same time, he 
concluded, that prior to becoming a hermit he was a rich man—as hinted by the 
hermit saying that *now I am a beggar' with no home and riches. That means he had 
them previously. 

The hermit knew how a king thinks and treats others. If the other person is ofa 
noble and rich bearing and heritage, a king would treat him with respect; otherwise he 
pays little or no attention to him. For the hermit to succeed in his game-plan, it was 
absolutely necessary for him to gain Pratapbhanu's full attention and confidence. He 
decided that the chances of Pratapbhanu paying more heed to what he says and accept 
his advice would be high if the king thought that this hermit was of a noble 
upbringing but had left all his wealth due to his spiritual urges. This is why it is said 
here that the hermit “spoke artfully” words that had dual meaning—it was first to test 
how alert his victim was, and then to inspire so much confidence in him that he would 
not question the hermit's integrity when he actually began implementing his nefarious 
design to wreak revenge upon the unsuspecting king.] 
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The king (Pratapbhanu) replied, *Those who are intelligent and repositories of 
wisdom and prudence, as well as free from pride and ego like you [1], always keep 
the reality about themselves and their glory secret and hidden from others like you 
have done, for they feel that it is always better to remain incognito and conceal their 
proficiency and knowledge by remaining in tattered clothes (so that no one pays 
attention to them and leaves them alone in peace) [2]. (1-2) 


[Note—We observe that the king was also speaking in a language that conveyed a 
double meaning—for what he said might be a genuine praise of a wise and 
enlightened sage or hermit who wish to remain anonymous so that no one comes to 
disturb him to seek favours, and at the same time it may mean that the king praised 


64 


the hermit in sarcasm to indicate that he has indeed recognized who this hermit 
actually was but was being courteous as the latter had extended warm hospitality to 
the former. 

From what we shall be reading in a moment now, the former case is true—for 
the king had praised the hermit with a genuine spirit of respect for him and a belief 
that he was fortunate to have met a nice hermit in the wild forest who came to his 
rescue when he was lost and would have faced a grave situation during the night in a 
dangerous place full of wild beasts. 

The king’s overwhelming sense of gratitude and relief at having found some 
humble and an apparently holy man was so great that it eclipsed his own wisdom and 
disarmed him of his usual sense of precaution and prudence. The king fell for the holy 
attire of the fraudster. 

A message that is conveyed by this story is that one should never let down 
one’s guard and take anyone at face value, for more often than not appearances are 
very misleading. 

A true hermit or ascetic would indeed like to live anonymously. Though he 
may have mystical powers and may be very wise and learned, yet he wishes to be left 
alone so that he can pursue his spiritual goals. He does not want to be disturbed and 
mobbed by favour seekers who would flock to him for their worldly desires to be 
fulfilled if the word leaked out that a particular sage or hermit or ascetic can alleviate 
their troubles by his spiritual powers. No one in his right senses would normally like 
to be associated with a beggar in tattered clothes, and so a wise hermit would dress 
himself accordingly in rags to avoid worldly company. 

Besides this, a hermit is expected to be free from pride and ego; he is not 
supposed to go boasting about his past achievements or present spiritual prowess. So 
the king said that he respected the hermit for his humbleness and lack of pride inspite 
of being full of wisdom and abilities. It is not easy to live and survive alone in the 
middle of the wilderness, surrounded by an uninhabitable forest full of wild beasts, 
away from civilization and all possible human contact. So a hermit or an ascetic who 
manages to do so successfully obviously must have some exceptional powers that 
other men do not possess. Hence, when the king saw the circumstances in which this 
hermit lived in the middle of a wild forest he was naturally overcome with awe and 
determined that this was a truly holy man who deserved his praise. | 
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Verily indeed it is asserted by the Vedas and great saints that those who are simple 
and unpretentious, who have no worldly assets and attachments are dear to the Lord 
God'. (3) 


When the Creator (biranci) and Lord Shiva see someone who is as penniless and 
homeless as you are, even they begin to doubt about the actual powers and abilities of 
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such a person. [This being the case, how can I know who you actually are or about 
your spiritual powers and achievements when even the two senior Gods of the Trinity, 
i.e. the creator Brahma and the concluder Shiva fail to know in depth about the 
exalted state of persons like you.]? (4) 


[Note—'To wit, the Lord loves those who are attached and devoted to none except the 
Lord himself, those for whom the Lord is the only wealth, only kin and only support. 
The Lord does not like a hermit or an ascetic who goes around boasting about his 
spiritual status. He likes the humble and the meek. The same idea is expressed in the 
New Testament of the Holy Bible, St. Matthew, 5/3-8; and Galatians, 5/23. 

It has been said in the Upanishads and other scriptures that a Sanyasi, i.e. a 
person who has renounced the world and taken the vows of renunciation ought not to 
lust for worldly name and wealth any longer. It is because worldly contact creates a 
disturbance for the hermit's or ascetic's mind and creates a hindrance in his spiritual 
pursuit. This is also the reason given by this hermit in Doha no. 161 herein below. 


?The king is being clever in this instance: he wishes to hide his inability to recognize 
the fraudulent hermit by saying that it is necessary as well as a convention to show 
respect to a person who is attired in a holy garb, no matter who actually he is. 

The king is being wise and cautious here also, and a bit sarcastic. He defends 
his inability to recognize the real identity of the hermit because of his holy garb which 
has such a powerful influence upon the mind of the beholder who is usually trained 
and accustomed to show the greatest of respect to this attire as well as the person who 
wears it. This is because the attire of a hermit or an ascetic is universally respected by 
one and all, and even the great Gods such as Brahma and Shiva pay their homage to a 
person who is attired like a hermit and an ascetic. 

So therefore, the king says that he is paying homage to this ‘attire of a hermit’ 
without going into further details about the person himself because he who dons a 
holy garb is to be shown due respect, especially when he exhibits other glorious traits 
of humbleness, simplicity, lack of pride and desire for worldly riches as asserted by 
Vedas and great saints, and as exhibited by his host in the present instance. 

Earlier we have read that the king calls this cunning hermit his *father-like' in 
Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes Doha no. 160. And now he praises the cunning 
hermit by comparing him with some great sage who is attired in a holy garb and is 
extremely humble and wise. So once again the king takes a precaution not to arouse 
any suspicion in the mind of a stranger in whose company he has to spend the night in 
a forest. He does not want that the hermit, in case he is some scoundrel, get a hint that 
the king doubts his integrity because that would be very dangerous for the king's own 
security. But at the same time, by saying that even great Gods do not know the reality 
of someone who is in a holy garb such as that of a hermit or an ascetic, the king gives 
a subtle hint that he is not fully convinced of the truth about his host! 

The next verse clearly implies that the king is not fully convinced about the 
authenticity of the hermit, but he still shows respect to him because of his attire of a 
hermit which is respectable and makes its wearer an object of respect.] 
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Whoever you are, I still bow at your feet and pay my respects to you. Now, oh lord, 
be kind upon me and bless me by your grace'.’ (5) 


The hermit observed that the king had indeed been unable to recognize him, and 
instead has developed great faith, respect and affection for him. [To wit, instead of 
being suspicious of the hermit, the king developed great affection for his cunning 
host, and became totally submissive to him.] 

So the hermit was now confident that he would be able to carry out his plans 
as he had wished". (6) 


[Note— The king urges the hermit to spare him because he is bowing at his feet as a 
token of surrender. The king thought that in case this stranger hermit had some sense 
of conscience and humanity in him, then no matter who he is he will be bound by 
guilt if he does any harm to someone who has surrendered unconditionally before 
him. Well, this principle applies under normal conditions to someone who is noble in 
heart, naturally merciful by disposition, of high thinking and exemplary scruples, but 
not to someone who is burning with the fire of revenge. 

Here the hermit is burning with a desire for vengeance, and so whatever 
scruples and morality he may have in his conscience were reduced to ashes in the 
raging fire of retribution. 


^And what was the hermit's plan and wish? It was to settle old scores with king 
Pratapbhanu and ruin him. Now that he was successful in gaining the full confidence 
of the king, the hermit prepared for his next move. He wanted to drive the dagger 
home till its hilt. To wit, he decided that if he took revenge just now he would be able 
to easily kill the king who was alone, but it would far better if he maneuvered things 
in such a way that the entire family of the king is ruined for generations to come. So 
he did not hurry with plunging the dagger right then and there!] 
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Hence, the hermit played the next move of his game by showing greater affection to 
the (unfortunate and unaware) king with the aim of winning him over completely and 
acquiring his full confidence without a trace of doubt’. (7) 


So he said, ‘Listen oh great king?! I am telling you all that is the truth. A lot of time 
has passed while I have lived here. (8) 


[Note—'The false-hermit was by this time convinced that he has succeeded in his 
plan to deceive the king and get his confidence. The king treated him with great 
respect just like a great king would treat a hermit who comes visiting his court. The 
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king was not only full of praise for the hermit but also bowed before him, called him a 
‘fatherly’ figure, and now seeks his ‘blessings’. 


^We have read earlier that the king had never told who he actually was. In Chaupai 
line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 159 the king had told the hermit that he was a ‘chief 
minister’ of king Pratapbhanu. So now when the hermit addressed him as ‘the king’, 
he was more convinced of the hermit’s mystical powers which enabled him to know 
the truth of who his guest was! 

This simple ploy of the hermit pulled the innocent king nearer to the trap that 
was being spread out for him for now he was sure that this hermit was no ordinary 
man but one who has transcendental powers. | 
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[The hermit continued—] *No one has met me till now (for I live far away from 
populated areas, in a remote and secluded part of the forest), and neither do I (prefer 
to) reveal my identity to anyone. I prefer anonymity because worldly recognition and 
honour are like a fire that destroys the symbolic forest of Tapa (spiritual benefits 
gained by practicing austerity and penance).'’ [To wit, a true hermit and ascetic are 
expected to avoid company with others and lead a life in obscurity and serenity so that 
he can pursue his spiritual objectives without any interference.] (Doha no. 161-a) 


[Note— The cunning hermit wishes to keep the king engaged in conversation and 
gain more access to his confidence so that he would tie the noose more tightly. He 
knew that king Pratapbhanu was extremely ambitious and had a hidden desire to 
conquer the whole world, as this was the only reason why he had attacked and 
conquered, without any provocation, the kingdom of which this hermit of ours was a 
king earlier. So if the guest king could somehow be cajoled into believing that luckily 
he has now met a great hermit who possesses supernatural powers, then it is quite 
possible that he may seek the hermit's help to fulfill his desires and complete 
whatever remnants of victory that still elude him, and successfully conquer those 
territories that are still not under his sovereignty. 

The hermit therefore tried to impress the king about the magical powers that 
he possesses, about his great spiritual prowess and special achievements, that usually 
come to great hermits and ascetics by the virtue of their doing severe Tapa. With these 
powers the hermits and ascetics can achieve stupendous feats that ordinary mortals 
cannot even think of.] 
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tulasi dekhi subesu bhulahim murha na catura nara. 
sundara kekihi pekhu bacana sudha sama asana ahi. 161 (b). 


Tulsidas observes that an honourable and pleasant-looking attire and appearance often 
misleads everyone, for not only the ordinary people but even those who are intelligent 
and sagacious are deceived by them. 

See the peacock; it is so beautiful to look at (with its fantastically wonderful 
plumes that have an array of colours), and it also has a voice that is attractive and 
sweet to hear, but ironically it feeds on poisonous snakes. (Sortha no. 136-b) 


[Note—The learned poet Tulsidas (who has written this book Ram Charit Manas) 
makes a great point here as a warning for all of us: that one should not judge someone 
by his looks, for appearances are more often deceiving and do not tell the truth. So 
one must always be on guard when dealing with strangers and unknown situations. 

A peacock is so lovely to look at from the outside, but it is so horrible from 
inside that it devours snakes and manages to digest the reptile. The snake that would 
kill one and all by its poison is unable to harm the peacock because the latter is more 
poisonous than the snake, and hence is easily able to neutralize the weaker poison 
contained in the body of the snake. 

Who would believe that a bird which looks so pleasant from the outside and 
has a sweet voice would have such strong poisonous instincts that it does not fear the 
poison of the snake and easily gobbles it up? 

To wit, a person who by his appearances looks very friendly and helpful may 
actually be some dangerous scoundrel preying for a victim, who will stab one behind 
one's back without warning so much so that even while putting up a show of warmth 
with an affectionate embrace, he may gladly and without any remorse drive a knife in 
the back of the unsuspecting victim during this embrace. 

One thing is to be noted here. The voice of a peacock is not actually ‘sweet 
and pleasant' as it is made out to be here, for it is shrill and sharp. But the peacock 
usually cries out in jubilation when it sees the dark rain-bearing clouds in the sky at 
the onset of the rainy season. So therefore, the peacock's cry against the background 
of the sound of thunder of the approaching storm and rain appears very pleasant to 
hearer because it signals the arrival of rain that is welcomed by one and all at the end 
of a harsh summer.] 
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[The pretentious hermit continued with his honey-laced talk. He said—] ‘That is why! 
I prefer to remain anonymous and hidden from the world, for I don't want and need to 
do anything with anyone except Lord Hari (Lord Vishnu, the Supreme Being)”. (1) 
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The Lord is all-knowing and he knows everything without saying a word or being told 
of anything. So therefore, say, what use is there in trying to please and appease the 
world’? (2) 


[Note—'The hermit has already given the reason for it in Doha no. 161-a herein 
above. And he further elaborates on it now onwards. 


?To wit, I spend my time in meditation and contemplation and worship of Lord Hari 
with great devotion. Being a true hermit and an ascetic, why should I waste my time 
and energy by thinking of other things and worrying about them? I feel contented in 
my spiritual pursuits, and prefer to lead a calm and serene life in seclusion, away from 
all contacts and free from attachments. My basic needs are taken care of by the Lord, 
and so there is no occasion for me to venture outside into the world. 


?The pretentious hermit is so cunning that he speaks excellent words of wisdom like a 
really great, sagacious and enlightened saint so as to convince the king of his noble 
thoughts and greatness, make him more faithful and devoted towards himself. A truly 
faithful devotee of the Lord God would seek from no one except his Lord. So the 
hermit tries to impress upon the gullible king that he is a loyal devotee of Lord Hari, 
and hence a holy and reliable soul, for devotees of Lord Hari are deemed to be pure in 
heart and pious souls. 

A cheat and a scoundrel would go to any length to achieve his objectives, and 
he has no compunctions or reservations in employing any dirty trick he can think of as 
long as his nefarious design succeeds. Lying and falsehoods cause no embarrassment 
to such persons. ] 
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You (the guest king) have a clean conscience and purity of mind; that is why I have 
(developed an) affection for you and have confidence in you. (3) 


My dear, this being the case, if I hide anything from you then it would be a great sin 
on my part'.’ (4) 


[Note— What was the thing that the hermit alluded to when he said that he did not 
want to hide anything from the king? Well, in the beginning this hermit has told the 
king that he does not want to reveal to anyone who he was, what mystical powers he 
possessed, or anything else about his spiritual life and achievements, and especially 
not to a stranger. He has always preferred to remain anonymous and hidden from 
publicity. This is clearly evident from Doha nos. 160 and 161, and Chaupai line no. 1 
that follows Doha no. 161. 

But then now the same hermit has revealed quite a bit about himself before the 
king—that he worships Lord Hari and is the Lord's great devotee, that he seeks from 
no one except Lord Hari, that he has lived in seclusion for a long time doing Tapa, 
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that he has transcendental powers by which he could know that his guest was ‘a king’ 
and ‘not a king’s minister’ though the guest himself told him that he was king 
Pratapbhanu’s chief minister, and so on. 

So the hermit now gives a reason why he confided in the king and told him 
some secrets that he has not revealed to anyone else till now—and it is that he was 
very impressed by the king’s simplicity and faith in him, and so he decided that when 
one pure heart meets another pure heart there should be openness between the two. 

This was a very clever ploy as it further reinforced the king’s trust in the 
hermit. It helped the hermit to appeal to the natural emotions of the king to open up 
with a holy person; the king would now be encouraged to share some of the secrets in 
his own heart with the hermit just as the hermit has shared some of his own secrets 
with him in a voluntary way. The hermit correctly guessed that the king would 
overcome his initial reluctance and open up. 

And what message is there in this verse? It is that those who really and truly 
trust each other should have an open heart and not hide anything between them. This 
attitude helps them bond and come to each other’s aid in times of need. It also helps 
both the partners to seek and give selfless advice on various matters. But at the same 
time it is of utmost importance that one chooses one’s partner most carefully and take 
due precautions and undertake diligence before reposting complete faith on anyone. 
For otherwise, one would be doomed as was the unfortunate case of king Pratapbhanu 
who fell prey to a scoundrel’s sweet words. ] 
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The more the hermit talked of indifference to the world and his devotion to spiritual 
pursuits, the more the king’s faith in him increased. (5) 


When the false and deceitful hermit, who was like a cunning crane preying on its 
victim‘, determined that the king had developed full trust and faith in him so much so 
that he has become fully devoted to him in his thought, word and deed, he (the hermit) 
said—(6) 


[Note—'The crane stands in the water on one of its legs and the neck bent inwards, 
appearing to be immersed in deep meditation. But its attention is fixed on the water 
where some fish might come to the surface. And as soon as the crane sights the fish, it 
immediately picks it up in its beak. This metaphor of the crane is used to imply a 
person who pretends to be holy on the outside but is very selfish and cruel internally; 
he traps his victim by pretending to be his well wisher and dear friend, but at the first 
opportunity he would pounce at his unsuspecting victim and extract whatever he had 
planned from him.] 


ATT Sa Us] Ms AA To srers UP fe ATE U9 N 


71 


HES WA AL SNA Ta Alle Sach 3T SGT AAT Uc N 


nama hamara ekatanu bhā'. suni nrpa bole'u puni siru na^. 7. 
kahahu nama kara aratha bakhani. mohi sevaka ati apana jani. 8. 


‘Brother (bha'l), my name is Ekatanu (ekatanu)! 
When the king heard this, he bowed his head (in reverence)” and said—(7) 


‘Please consider me to be your devoted follower (or servant) and explain to me the 
meaning of your name. (8) 


[Note—'The hermit is trying to become more and more informal with the king in his 
effort of developing greater rapport with him. We note that the hermit is playing his 
trick very expertly, step-by-step, in order to judge how much the king is willing to 
yield himself to the former. 

So therefore now the hermit uses a dearer and more informal term of address 
for someone, such as the word ‘brother’. He goes a step further in his effort to draw 
the unsuspecting king, who was slowly slipping into the trap being laid out by the 
villainous hermit, closer to him with greater trust and faith when he would address the 
king as his ‘son’ in the Chaupai that follows Doha no. 162 herein below. 

The word ‘Ekatanu’ is explained by him in the next Doha no. 162 herein 
below. 


*The king ‘bowed his head’: this shows that the king has begun to treat the hermit 
with greater respect with each passing moment. ] 
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[The hermit replied—] ‘I was born when the creation came into being. My name is 
‘Elatanu’ which means ‘one who has had only a single body’, for I never died and 
therefore I hadn't taken a birth again. [To wit, I have been in this body of a hermit 
which you see now ever since the dawn of creation, for I never died, and so there was 
no need for me to take a new birth again.]'’ (Doha no. 162) 


[Note— Of all the claims that this hermit made this was the most outlandish. This is a 
mortal world, and no creature can claim immortality for its gross body; no human 
being can claim that his gross body has survived and lived in the same way since the 
beginning of creation. It's absurd and impossible. 

This ridiculous claim of the hermit should have rung alarm bells for the king. 
But as destiny had planned otherwise, the king's wisdom was eclipsed and he could 
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not see the tell-tale signs of lies and falsehood in the hermit’s words of excessive 
absurdity. 

Well, the hermit made a final test to see whether some sense of prudence and 
common sense still was left with the king, or has he become totally numbed in his 
mind and intellect. When a thug wants to rob his victim, he first gives him some 
intoxicating substance, and then waits and watches what effect it has on the victim. 
Only when he finds that the drug has its full effect upon the prey that the villain 
strikes and then flees with the booty. 

There is one very interesting observation that can be made here in connection 
with the word ‘Ekatanu’. While one of its meanings is as described above—i.e. a 
person who has had the same body since the creation started, the other meaning is that 
‘I have no other physical body’, or ‘I don't have a second or duplicate body’. If we 
were to take this second meaning into consideration then also we conclude that the 
king had been very stupid not to realize that no one has a ‘duplicate body’ or a 
‘parallel body’ or ‘a second body other than one’s own body’. The hermit was playing 
a trick with words upon the king—and the deluded king could not see through it! 

This term may also mean that the hermit was the ‘only son of his parents’. If 
he had some other sibling, especially a ‘twin’, then it could be said that there is 
another person in the likeness of the hermit as brothers carry the same genes in them, 
have the same parents, and their features also match each other to a great extent.] 
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[The hermit continued to explain to the king the meaning of his name. Thus he said— 
] ‘Oh sonl, don't be surprised at all about this (that I have not died and thus have been 
able to live through countless ages with this same body with which I took birth at the 
beginning of creation as I have told you about myself). For, nothing is impossible by 
the virtue of the powers granted by doing Tapa (strict spiritual practices such as 
observing austerity, doing penance and offering self-sacrifices)^. (1) 


[Elaborating upon the stupendous powers and astounding abilities that are granted by 
doing Tapa, the hermit said—] The creator Brahma creates this universe on the 
strength of Tapa; it is on the strength of Tapa that Lord Vishnu is able to take care of 
this creation and provide for its needs; (2) 


Lord Shiva is able to conclude or bring to an end this creation by relying on the 
powers granted by Tapa. 
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Verily indeed, there is nothing impossible and there is nothing that can’t be 
done or achieved in this world by relying on the strength of Tapa.” (3) 


[Note— Earlier the hermit had addressed the king as a ‘brother’, and now he 
addresses him as a ‘son’. This is an obvious attempt on his part to gain the king's 
unbridled confidence and faith. The hermit plays subtly on the king's emotions by 
referring to the king's own submission at the time he accepted the hermit's offer to 
spend the night at the hermitage when the king had said to the hermit that he was like 
a ‘father’ for him—refer: Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes Doha no. 160. 

The cunning hermit decided that before he bared his fangs and dug his teeth 
deep into the victim it is crucial for him that his prey is firmly in his clutches so much 
so that he would do the hermit's bidding faithfully and obediently like a devoted 
disciple who carries out his Guru's (preceptor's) orders without asking any questions 
or expressing any doubts. 


“When the hermit had said that he has retained the same body ever since the dawn of 
creation, without dying and taking birth even once, the king was incredulous and 
absolutely astonished as this seemed to be an outlandish and impractical suggestion 
that defied the laws of Nature. The clever hermit was closely observing every gesture 
and expression on the face of the king, so he immediately picked up the signal that the 
king is not ready to take this bait so easily. Hence, he went on an overdrive to explain 
why he has managed to retain the same body ever since taking birth at the beginning 
of civilization. 

He gave credit to his doing severe Tapa for this most magical feat. This 
explanation seemed reasonable and acceptable to the king because he was himself 
very well-versed in the doctrines of religious practices and knew that anything can be 
achieved by the force and power of Tapa. He knew that Tapa grants transcendental 
and supernatural powers to its practitioners. 

When the hermit observed that the king seemed satisfied with this explanation, 
he felt very glad in his heart, because now he could use this ruse of his being able to 
do the impossible by the powers gained by him due to his Tapa in order to give effect 
to his nefarious designs to take revenge upon the king, as would be evident shortly. 


?The hermit wished to be sure that the king is convinced of his reasoning that he has 
been able to live with the same body for ages after ages on the strength of Tapa. So he 
cites some of the irrefutable proofs for it—that of Brahma, Vishnu and Shiva. Even 
the scriptures have endorsed this point that these three Gods of the Trinity gain their 
powers by doing Tapa.] 
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Hearing these sagacious words of wisdom, the king felt very enamoured of the hermit 
and developed great admiration for him. 

Then the hermit began to tell him many ancient stories and antecedents from 
the Purans (mythological histories)’. (4) 


He (the hermit) then gave a lengthy discourse on the principles of Karma and Dharma 
(the principles governing deeds and righteousness as laid down in the scriptures) 
along with many stories that would explain these doctrines. 

He also gave discourses elaborating on the virtues of Gyan (gnosis; knowledge 
and spiritual enlightenment) and Vairagya (renunciation and detachment).? (5) 


He told the king many wonderful and fascinating stories about this creation—about its 
origin, its sustenance, and its final end, stories that were awe-inspiring and interesting. 


(6) 


[Note— It was a usual practice in ancient times that when someone went to a great 
sage and sought his blessings, the sage would spend some quality time with his guest 
by talking about the scriptures and spiritual topics. Great sages who had established 
hermitages would routinely give discourses on ancient scriptures and explain them to 
the host of other junior sages and disciples who lived with him to acquire knowledge. 


^The hermit wanted to keep the king engaged in conversation and create an 
impression on him. He wanted to subtly tell the king that he was no ordinary hermit 
but was indeed a great and learned sage who is well acquainted with all the scriptures 
as a sage ought to be, and there is aught nothing that he knows not. That he lives alone 
and does not have many juniors surrounding him does not mean that he is not highly 
knowledgeable and wise. 

So therefore he gave a long discourse on a wide variety of topics so that the 
king is fully convinced of his greatness and vast knowledge.] 
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Hearing all these wise talks, the king was fully convinced of the greatness of this 
hermit, and he developed full faith in him. The king now trusted the hermit so much 
that he proceeded to disclose his real name to the latter. (7) 


But the hermit interjected, and before the king could divulge his true identity the 
hermit said, *Oh king, I know already who you actually are. I very much appreciate 
your stance that you tried to withhold the truth from me’. [In Doha no. 163 herein 
below the hermit explains why he appreciated the king's deception.] (8) 
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‘Listen oh king. It is a well established doctrine of statecraft that a king should not 
divulge his name (and true identity) at an alien place or before a stranger. 

Observing this wisdom, prudence and sagacity of yours, I have developed 
great affection and respect for you. [To wit, instead of feeling offended that you have 
tried to deceive me by telling me an untrue statement about your identity when I 
asked you about it, I, on the contrary, liked your approach that you followed the 
principles of kinghood by concealing your identity before a stranger like me.]’ (Doha 
no. 163) 
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[The hermit continued—] ‘Your name is Bhanupratap, and king Satyaketu was your 
father. (1) 


*Oh king! By the grace of my Guru (spiritual preceptor) I know everything, but 
perceiving that telling the complete truth could bring harm to me I do not wish to tell 
more . 

{*This verse may be read as follows also: ‘Oh king! I know everything by the 
grace of my Guru. It is alright that you did not tell the truth about yourself to me for 
fear of harming your self interests as I have already explained that a king is well 
within his rights to do so.’ 1^ (2) 


[Note—'The hermit has given ample hints to the king that there is something amiss. 
What was there that the hermit feared from the king that prevents him from telling the 
‘whole truth’? Surely if the full truth came out, the king would know that this hermit 
was his enemy! 

But it is an irony of fate and a quirk of providence that still the king could not 
realize that there was something wrong somewhere. Why would a hermit who claims 
possessing exceptional mystical powers by the virtue of Tapa so much so that he 
could even defer death and overturn the laws of Nature by remaining alive and 
retaining the same body ever since the dawn of creation, fear harm from an ordinary 
mortal such as a human king if he told him the whole truth? Wasn't there something 
obviously mysterious in this? Obviously the king was so much influenced by the 
hermit that he had let down his guard beyond reason. 
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“This interpretation may be okay on the face of it, but since it is a repetition of what 
has already been said in Doha no. 163, the other explanation—that the hermit did not 
wish to tell more about what he knew about the king because it may bring harm to 
him—seems more plausible here. What harm would it bring to the hermit? If told the 
full truth the king would know that this hermit was actually his arch enemy! | 
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Oh dear, observing your simplicity of manners, straightforwardness, affection and 
faith in me, as well as your prudence of mind and expertise in political wisdom — (3) 


-- I developed affection and liking for you. That is why I told you about myself when 
you had asked me about it!. (4) 


[Note—'The hermit is clearly double-talking. On the one hand he says that he does 
not want to tell the whole truth as it may harm him, and then he says he has told the 
king about himself in a truthful manner. If that is the case, then what was that extra 
information which the hermit did not wish to disclose to the king for fear of inviting 
harm to his own security or welfare as he has said in Chaupai line no. 2 herein above? 
Obviously the hermit wished to keep secret his own true identity from the king for it 
was definitely going to bring harm to him as he was the king's sworn enemy. 

We have read that the hermit said that he has retained the same body since he 
took birth at the beginning of creation, and so there was nothing else to tell except 
about his present life. To wit, he seems to convey the idea that he has told the *whole 
truth" to the king. This is contrary to his own admission that he would not like to tell 
the whole truth for fear of harm coming his way.] 
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Now since I am very pleased with you, you can ask for any boon from me that you 
wish for in your heart.’ (5) 


When the king heard these pleasant and favourable words, he felt very fortunate and 
exhilarated. He held the feet of the hermit and prayed to him in many ways (i.e. 
devotedly and faithfully, to express his gratitude and devotion for his benefactor)'. (6) 
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[Note—'Here we see that the king has totally surrendered himself before the cunning 
hermit—by his actions, mind and emotions, as is evident in his (i) holding the 
hermit's feet, (11) feeling exhilarated, and (iii) praying to him with devotion. ] 
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The king prayed, *Oh sage who is an ocean of mercy, kindness and grace! By having 
had the good fortune of seeing your holiness I feel that all the four fruits that come to 
meritorious persons have come in my hands. [Say, what more would I want!] (7) 


But still oh my lord, since you are so pleased with me I beg your leave to ask for a 
boon that is very difficult to obtain?. (8) 


[Note— The four great fruits that come to a person for meritorious life are the 
following—(i) Artha—wealth and prosperity; (11) Dharma—credit that comes with 
righteousness and auspiciousness; (iii) Kaam—fulfillment of all desires; and (iv) 
Moksha—liberation and deliverance of the soul; emancipation and salvation at the 
time of death. 


*The king decided that he has got one rare god-sent chance to fulfill his unfulfilled 
desires which he would express in the next verse, and he did not want to miss this 
golden opportunity. By all that the hermit told him about himself—about his 
transcendental knowledge, about his doing great Tapa and about living like an 
immortal being—the king was convinced that this hermit indeed has the mystical 
ability to grant him what is virtually impossible to attain. And since the offer of 
granting boons came from the hermit himself, the king felt sure that he was too 
willing to grant whatever the king would ask for. 
The king thought that he would be foolish for him to let go of this chance. ] 
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[The king now makes his request in one breath, without a pause.] ‘Let my body be 
free from the pains and misery associated with old age and death; let no one defeat me 
in battle; let me have sole sovereignty of the whole world (i.e. let my reign be 
unopposed and unchallenged, and let me be a sole monarch of the whole world); let 
there be no enemy of mine on this earth; and let my reign last for a hundred 
Kalpas'.’* (Doha no. 164) 
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[Note—(a) 1 Kalpa = It is equivalent to 1 day in the creator Brahma’s total life span 
of 100 years. Each Kalpa consists of 1000 four-Yug cycles, called the ‘Chatur Yugs’. 
The visible creation’s one life-span consisting of this four-Yog cycle called the 
‘Chatur Yugs’ is this one day of Brahma. At the end of this Chatur Yug, there would 
be dissolution or the so-called ‘dooms-day’ when everything would be submerged in 
water. Then the next phase of life consisting of the next four-Yug cycle would start. 

Each Kalpa (i.e. 1 day of Brahma’s life) is also divided into 14 Manvantars, 
and each such Manvantars is ruled by one Manu, the first male. Therefore, 1 Manu 
rules over 71.42 (1000/4) four-Yug cycles. 

We are now passing through the 51* year of Brahma's life, and our present 
Kaliyug belongs to the 7" Manvantar out of the 14 Manvantars, and its Manu is called 
Vaivasvata, and it is 28^ Kaliyug of the four-Yug cycle. 

In human years, 1 Kalpa is equivalent to 4.32 billion (4.32 x 10°) years. 


To wit, the king wanted that he should rule for virtually an eternity! When he 
discovered that his host, the hermit, had himself lived for eternity by the virtue of the 
great magical powers of Tapa that he said he did, the king became greedy and thought 
that here was an opportunity for him to acquire ‘a life of eternity’ without having to 
undertake the stress of doing Tapa. He must have sat on the edge of his seat and 
trembling with excitement at this fantastic prospect. And the fraudster hermit must 
surely have read the expression on the king's face that revealed his eagerness and 
willingness to do anything the former asked him to do if it would fulfill his outlandish 
desires. So the preying hermit must have smiled within himself that his trick is 
working perfectly and having the desired effect on his victim. 


*' [he king was so excited that he asked for so many boons in one breath; he did not 
want to pause and lose time for the fear that the hermit may say ‘granted’ even before 
all that he wanted to say was complete. 

The king was very wise. He thought that in case the hermit would say that he 
can grant only one boon, the king asked for protection from the fear of death and old 
age as the first request. He guessed that this boon was surely within the reach of the 
hermit to grant as he himself has conquered death and old age by his own 
admission—refer: Doha no. 162 herein above. 

So in case the hermit refused or was unable to grant the rest of the boons, then 
at least the king thought that he will be free from death. 

Then he did not lose a breath in asking for the boon of invincibility and 
sovereignty over the whole world almost for eternity. This shows how highly 
ambitious and greedy-for-power he was. 


Another important observation about the king is that completely worldly man and had 
no element of spiritualism in him even in its rudimentary form, for had he been a 
spiritually-minded person and a devotee of the Lord God then when he had got the 
rare opportunity to ask for any boons that he wished to be granted, howsoever 
difficult they may be, he would have sought for his spiritual welfare, enhancement of 
his devotion for God, and for liberation, deliverance, emancipation and salvation of 
his soul. He would never have asked for worldly gains, and would never have lusted 
for eternal life of his body so that he could enjoy the pleasures and comforts of 
material things of this gross, mortal world that come in abundance to a mighty 
emperor that he wanted to become. 
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This perhaps explains why his downfall was never regretted by anyone, not 
even by the gods. And this is also the reason why the so-called hermit had no remorse 
at having misused his holy attire to defraud the king as the latter was not a spiritually 
inclined man, but a completely selfish and worldly man of great greed and lust for 
power. | 
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[The hermit told the king that it would be as he wished, but there was an obstacle in 
its successful implementation, so the king should know about it.] 


The hermit replied to the king, ‘Oh king, it could be as you wish, but there is a certain 
difficult reason why its successful implementation becomes doubtful. (1) 


[And what is that reason?] Even Kaal (the god of death) would bow his head before 
you (i.e. even ‘Death’ would obey you, and would not be able to harm you). But oh 
great king, there is one exception—and it is the Brahmins. 

[To wit, except the Brahmins no one would be able to harm you in any way 
and bring about your death. So the only ones who could destroy your dreams to live 
for eternity and rule over the world as its sole and unopposed emperor who has no 
enemy to fear from are the Brahmins. Why is it so? The answer is this—] (2) 


This is because the Brahmins are always superior to others in this world by the virtue 
of the natural powers vested in them due their doing Tapa. Hence, there is no one who 
can protect anyone against their wrath and curse. (3) 


[Note—The hermit spoke in a very amiable and convincing way. It is true that 
Brahmins are deemed to be superior to others in the world by the virtue of their 
knowledge and spiritual way of life. So the king was all the more sure that the hermit 
is his guardian and benefactor who though wishing to willingly grant all that he wants 
also wants to warn him of the only obstacle that stands in the way of fulfillment of his 
wishes, so that precautionary measures can be taken. And the king felt more thankful 
for this sagacious advice. 

Now the next question was: how to overcome this obstacle? The eager king 
decided that he must obey what the hermit, whom by this time he had begun to trust 
unquestionably and completely as his best friend and well-wisher, would advise him 
to do. 

The hermit on his part was taking extra care not to arouse any suspicion in the 
mind of the king that the hermit is taking him for a ride for what he wants is 
impossible for even the Creator to grant, so how can a human being do so. Even the 
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Brahmins, who can curse and cause ruin, cannot grant anyone eternity! Besides this, 
the hermit wished that he alone should not be seen as the one who is to be blamed for 
the destruction of the career of a great king and cause ruin and suffering to the 
kingdom and its innocent subjects. So why not devise a device whereby the entire 
Brahmin community would share the blame, and unless one knows this secret history 
of the king meeting the hermit in the deep forest no one would ever cast aspersions on 
the hermit. 

So the cunning hermit thought that in case his plan failed and king 
Pratapbhanu could not be totally ruined but escaped with minor problems caused by 
Brahmins, then the king would at least not harm the hermit, but would always feel 
obliged and grateful to him instead. 

May be that the king, on his return to his capital, arrange for some huge gift or 
a large largesse for the hermit as an immediate reward for his benefactor, before his 
ruin actually happens. So it was a win-win situation for the clever hermit. ] 
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Therefore oh king, if the Brahmins could be somehow controlled and brought under 
your wish (i.e. if some device can be devised by which the Brahmins could be 
subjugated and reined in by you) then it is certain that even the creator Lord Brahma, 
the protector Lord Vishnu and the concluder of creation Lord Shiva would all be 
yours. [To wit, if you can make the Brahmins obey you then you can also make the 
Gods of the Trinity obey your will.] (4) 


In all sooth and without gainsay, I raise my two arms to solemnly declare the truth 
that it is not possible to exert any pressure and compel the Brahmin race to surrender 
to one's wishes and whims. (5) 


So let it be known that without the curse of Brahmins, your ruin cannot happen any 
time, in any era, and under any circumstance.” (6) 


[Note—'The bait was too alluring for the rapacious king to let go so easily. Why, so 
thought the ambitious king who was made more greedy by the prospect of ruling over 
the earth as well as the heaven—now he was on the verge of conquering not only the 
mortal world but even superseding the three great Gods of the Trinity, what to talk of 
humbler gods such as the ‘god of death’ or the ‘god of war’! Why not clinch the deal 
with both hands and do the bidding of this great hermit who was so willing to help, 
reasoned the gullible king. 

And as a consequence, the ‘dagger’ was being sunk deeper and deeper into the 
king by his treacherous enemy who was disguised as a ‘holy’ hermit! ] 
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The overjoyed king was exhilarated when he heard the words of the hermit. He 
exclaimed, ‘Oh lord! My ruin cannot happen now. (7) 


Oh the one who is a treasury of mercy and kindness (krpanidhana)! By your grace 
and blessings, I will have welfare and good fortunes at all the times (and now I have 
nothing to fear from)!" (8) 


[Note— The king thought that it was a matter of ‘fate accomplished’, so over- 
confident he was of his authority and powers as he thought that no Brahmin would 
dare to go against the wishes of their patron king in whose kingdom he lives and on 
whose charity he survives. A king is worried about an opponent who is a warrior 
himself for he knows that a true warrior would never kneel down and humble himself 
and compromise his self-respect before anyone. But Brahmins are by habit docile and 
malleable persons, and they abhor violence and rough manners. They can be easily 
pleased by showing a little respect to them, even if it is superficial and temporary, or 
giving them some gift. 

The king had ruled his kingdom with a charitable disposition and he had 
ensured that the Brahmins were kept in good humour. So now to win them over 
seemed to be a virtual cake-walk for the king. 

The king thought that the battle has already been won! Little did the king 
know and little did he suspect that he is being egged-on by this treacherous hermit to 
dig his own grave.] 


a0. Warned efe enueunt atet epíecr set | 
fieret SAN serrer Fst Hag a sale «ft Vee I 
dohà. 


evamastu kahi kapatamuni bola kutila bahori. 
milaba hamara bhulaba nija kahahu ta hamahi na khori. 165. 


The fraudster, the wicked and the deceitful man who was disguised as a hermit 
(kapatamuni) said to the king, ‘So shall it be! But if you tell this story of your losing 
your way and going lost in the forest as well as your meeting with me to anyone, the 
fault shall not be mine (if this revelation causes you any discomfort or embarrassment, 
if it harms you in any way and creates a situation whereby your wishes cannot be 
realized)'. (Doha no. 165) 


[Note— The hermit was very intelligent, prudent and clever. He guessed that if the 
king told his ministers about meeting a hermit in the forest who granted him a boon 
by which he could gain immunity from death as well as an impunity from the 
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consequences of offending the Brahmins only if he could subjugate them in entirety, 
the ministers, whom the hermit knew from his early days as an erstwhile king to be 
extremely wise and intelligent, would immediately smell that something was amiss, 
and they were sure to alert the king, who would then send his army to capture the 
fictitious hermit and bring him to justice. 

So therefore the hermit instilled the fear of ruin and harm should the king 
divulge anything of his meeting with the hermit. 

He also warned the king that it would be very demeaning and insulting for his 
own reputation, dignity and self-respect to admit that he ‘got lost in the forest’. Say, 
what his courtiers and subjects would think of his majesty when they learn that their 
great king could not find his own way back to the capital and needed the help of a 
hermit to return! 

And that, inspite of already being an emperor and ruling over interminable 
tracts of land on the earth, their king was still not satisfied and wanted more and still 
more of everything. This would not auger well for the king’s reputation as it would 
portray him as a greedy, rapacious and selfish man who has no end to his yearnings, 
especially if it becomes known that he wants to subjugate the Brahmins, whom the 
whole society respects, so that he can become a virtual demi-god or a despotic 
dictator who would not tolerate anyone to oppose him. 

To wit, the hermit created so much fear in the mind of the king that he would 
never disclose about his meeting with the hermit to anyone. See Chaupai line no. 2 
herein below where the hermit has clearly warned the king of personal harm if this 
story is leaked. 

This veil of secrecy was necessary so that the enemy-hermit could put into 
effect the plan he had devised in his mind to bring about the fall of king Pratapbhanu.] 
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[The hermit told the king—] ‘Oh king, the reason why I advise you not to disclose 
anything about our meeting to anyone else is that it would cause great harm to your 
own interests (and jeopardize the successful accomplishment of the plan by which 
your desires could be fulfilled). 

[To wit, if you tell anyone about our meeting then it would create an obstacle 
in the fulfillment of your wishes, and would be against your own good. That is why I 
have told you earlier that if you disclose anything, then the consequences of such 
disclosure would be yours. So I pray that you keep quiet and maintain a discreet 
silence about everything—our meeting and whatever we have discussed here.'] (1) 


If any sixth ear (i.e. anyone third person other than the two of us) comes to hear of 
this story (of our meeting and what transpired between us), then I tell you truly that 


your ruin is certain’. (2) 


[Note—'Refer: Doha no. 165 herein above. 
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“Refer to the note that is appended to Doha no. 165 herein above. The hermit tried his 
best to bar the king from disclosing anything to anyone, not even to his trusted 
ministers, for the fear of certain harm. If the king had not been swept off his feet by 
the prospect of gaining unbridled powers and authority in this world by toeing the line 
of this hermit, and had been a little more scrupulous and alert than what he seemed to 
be at present, he wouldn’t have reposted so much complete trust on a stranger as to 
not even disclose anything about his meeting with him to his own trusted aides and 
ministers, for it is an established doctrine for a king that he should not hide anything 
of importance from his most trusted ministers on whom his own safety and the 
security of the kingdom depend. 

Had the king discussed this event with his trusted ministers upon his return to 
the capital, it is almost certain that his ruin could have been averted—for the wise 
ministers would have smelled a rat and started their investigation. | 


ag UTE ste FEAT LATA AT XT SIRTUITUT 11 3 UI 
art sure Fert aa areata eft a afè We uréb uw M 


yaha pragatém athava dvijasrapa. nasa tora sunu bhanupratapa. 3. 
ana upayam nidhana tava nahim. jaum hari hara kopahim mana mahim. 4. 


Listen oh king Bhanupratap. Your ruin will happen if either you reveal anything of 
this story to anyone, or due to the curse of Brahmins’. (3) 


Your death would not happen by any other means, even if the Lord Hari (Vishnu, the 
protector of creation) and Lord Har (Shiva, the concluder of creation) become 
wrathful at you. [To wit, except the two conditions—viz. (i) your disclosing our 
meeting to anyone else, and (ii) the Brahmins cursing you—you would be fearless, 
and no other power in creation could bring about your death.]"? (4) 


[Note—'The hermit knew that the king would be scared out of his wits if he is 
convinced that his ruin can come if he discloses this story to anyone. Earlier the king 
was told that no one can ruin him except the Brahmins, and the king had joyously 
exclaimed that now he was certain that no one can harm him as he was sure the 
Brahmins would not cause his ruin as he was their greatest patron and protector. 

So the hermit changed his tactic immediately—because he did not want 
anyone, especially the Brahmins, to know beforehand what he had planned to do. We 
shall learn gradually that the hermit had planned a dirty scheme whereby he would get 
the Brahmins to curse the king to get ruined and become a demon. And to give effect 
to this plan it was essential that the Brahmins did not know that the horrible mischief 
that was about to happen was not the creation of the king to defile their religious 
beliefs or make them do something that is evil and sinful for Brahmins. But if this 
story was disclosed before the mischief actually happened, then the Brahmins would 
be alerted as to the real culprit, and then they would curse this hermit instead of the 
king. Obviously the hermit would not want this to occur. So he virtually threatened 
the king with ruin if he told anyone about what transpired at the hermitage. 
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“It is to be noted here that the hermit has cleverly omitted ‘Brahma, the creator’, who 
is the first of the Trinity of Gods, when he names Vishnu and Shiva who would not be 
able to harm the king. This is because of two reasons—(i) the Brahmins represent 
Brahma, and in fact they derive their name from the word ‘Brahma’, and he has 
already said that Brahmins can cause the king’s ruin and downfall if they so wish and 
curse him; and (ii) Brahma is the patriarch of creation, the Father of creation, and 
hence the senior-most God, so his most exalted stature must not be compromised for 
selfish interests of mortals—for after all, no matter how much the hermit was burning 
with the fire of revenge upon the king, he himself feared the wrath of the supreme 
Creator if he dared to insult him by implying that the mortal king was superior to the 
Creator himself because he would be immune to the Creator’s writ. 

Since the Brahmins represent the creator Brahma, so it is why there is no one 
to supersede them. It is said that those who cannot be killed by the fierce weapon of 
Indra, the king of the Gods, or the death-baton of Kaal, the god of death, or by the 
discus of Lord Vishnu—even such powerful and invincible ones are reduced ashes by 
the fire of wrath of Brahmins. Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, Chaupai line 
nos. 13-14 that precede Doha no. 109 which expressly endorses this view. | 
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satya natha pada gahi nrpa bhasa. dvija gura kopa kahahu ko rakha. 5. 
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The king reverentially held the feet of the hermit and said, ‘Oh lord, what you say is 
indeed the truth. Who can protect one against the wrath of Brahmins and the Guru 
(moral preceptor and spiritual guide). (5) 


If the creator Brahma becomes angry at someone then his Guru can provide protection 
to him against Brahma's wrath. But if the Guru himself becomes angry or annoyed 
due to some reason, then say who in this creation can provide solace and succour to 
anyone against his Guru? 

[To wit, the Guru can protect his disciple from any harm even if the creator 
himself becomes angry at him, but if the Guru is offended for any reason then there is 
no succour or solace to be found from any quarter anywhere in this world.] (6) 


[Note—'The king was so much awed by the hermit's grandiose talk and got so 
influenced by him that he regarded the latter as his ‘Guru’. This is clearly hinted in 
the pervious verses where we read that the king has submitted himself unconditionally 
before the hermit. Refer especially to Chaupai line nos. 2-3 that precede Doha no. 
160; Chaupai line nos. 6-7 that precede Doha no. 161; Chaupai line no. 5 that 
precedes Doha no. 162; Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 163; Chaupai line 
no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 164; and Doha no. 167 along with Chaupai line no. 1 
that follows it.] 
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So therefore, if I do not follow your instructions and do as you tell me, then I shall not 
regret if any harm or ruin comes to me from any quarter. [To wit, I promise you that 
will fully obey your commands like a faithful follower.] (7) 


But oh lord, there is now but only one fear that is tormenting my heart and mind, and 
it is that the curse of Brahmins is very fierce. 

[To wit, by your grace I have now nothing to fear from anyone because since I 
have decided to treat you as my Guru, I am sure that even Brahma would not be able 
to harm me. But my only fear is from the curse of Brahmins, for which there seems to 
be no remedy.] (8) 
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Hence, oh lord, please be kind enough to tell me how the Brahmins can be brought 
under my control and how I can prevail upon them. 

For oh lord, I do not see anyone else who would think for my good and 
welfare more than you.'! (Doha no. 166) 


[Note—'This Doha clearly shows that the king has become completely subdued by 
the pretentious hermit. He has become subservient to the hermit in his selfishness to 
rule over the world unopposed. The lesson we get here is often times one's greed and 
selfish ambitions lands one in such grave and dire situations that one's wisdom and 
prudence are eclipsed, one lets down one's guard, and allows oneself to fall prey to 
circumstances that could well have been avoided with a little astuteness, a little 
alertness and a little application of mind. 

To wit, a person whose desires don't end will some day find himself in a 
difficult situation that would only cause him misery and pain.] 
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[The hermit now decided that it was the right time to roll out his plan which would 
bring about ruin of his arch enemy who was now firmly in his grip. So he replied to 
the king—] ‘Listen king. There are many ways in this world (by which what you 
desire can be achieved), but while on the one hand they are difficult to implement, it 
is also not certain whether the desired result can be obtained by pursuing them. (1) 


However, there is one simple and easy way out, but even in this device there is one 
great difficulty. (2) 


Oh king! This easy device is known only to me, and it is me alone who can put it into 
effect. But the only problem is that it is not possible for me to go to your capital city. 


(3) 


The reason is till this day, ever since I was born and have been living in this 
hermitage, I have never gone out to visit any village or anyone’s home. (4) 


But if I do not go to your place it would mean that your future good would suffer. It’s 
surely a very piquant situation, and it has left me in a grave dilemma." (5) 


[Note—'The enemy-hermit pretends to be a great friend, well-wisher and benefactor 
of the unsuspecting king. He in effect tells the king that the only thing that separates 
the king and the fulfillment of his desires is the reluctance of the hermit, whom by 
now the king has begun to treat as his Guru and true friend, to go to his capital so that 
the method by which the king would achieve what he wants can be put into effect. 
This was a clever ploy to prevail upon the king that things should be managed in such 
a way that the identity of the hermit could be kept a top secret. The hermit knew that 
if he accompanied the king to the capital, or even if he went alone after the king had 
returned and the king showed acquaintance with him, he would certainly draw 
immense attention from all quarters, and it is almost certain that one of the wise 
ministers or captains of the king’s army would recognize him as an erstwhile king 
who was defeated once by Pratapbhanu, and who ran away from the battle-field to 
avoid being captured. Oh no, this risk is not acceptable. So the hermit did not like to 
go to the capital openly. 

First the hermit says that he could help the king achieve his objective of ruling 
unopposed in the world for eternity and also being able to have sway over the pious 
Brahmins and make them all obey his wishes. But for that it is necessary that he visit 
the king’s capital as the way to do it was known only to him, and he cannot go as it 
would make him break his vows of not going to any village or home throughout life 
like a true ascetic who should not. 

Then the hermit immediately realized his error—that should the king decide it 
would not be proper to compel his Guru to break his vows to achieve selfish ends, 
then all the planning that the hermit had meticulously done so far would come 
crumbling like a pack of cards. 
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Hence the cunning fellow instantly changed track and showed his willingness 
to help the king, for whom he pretended to have developed a great liking, if some way 
could be devised by which he can remain incognito and anonymous while 
implementing the plan by which the king's desires could be fulfilled. This strategy 
would help the enemy-hermit to escape detection and capture. 

He was sure that the king, who was bent to fulfill his wants by any means, 
would go to any length to realize his dreams, and so he will make sure that the hermit 
could remain secret during his visit to the capital.] 
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[The hermit had guessed it right, for the king now began earnestly beseeching him to 
endure some sufferance for the welfare of his disciple. It would be a noble deed on the 
part of the hermit, said the king, as great and pious souls willingly undergo hardship if 
it brings happiness and good to others. So the hermit should overcome his reluctance 
and help the king.] 


Hearing what the hermit said, the king pleaded with him with a sweet and pleasant 
voice, ‘Oh lord. The Vedas (scriptures) have praised the maxim [6] that those who are 
senior and great ought to show kindness to those who are junior and subordinate to 
them. For instance, great and majestic mountains always cheerfully bear countless 
humble twigs or blades of grass on their summits [7]. (6-7) 


Similarly, the vast and fathomless ocean always allows the foam to flow easily over 
its surface. 
The great earth too bears dust particles on its head (i.e. on its surface).’ (8) 


[Note—The king was alarmed when he felt that the magic pot was slipping from his 
hand, for if the hermit refused to go to his capital then his dreams of attaining eternal 
sovereignty over one and all would fail miserably. So he virtually bent over 
backwards and employed the best of skills at pleading he could muster at the moment 
to somehow prevail upon the hermit to overcome his reluctance to come to the king's 
capital and complete the rituals that he alone could do. 

So the king was extremely polite because at this juncture he could not force 
the hermit to do anything against the latter's wishes. The king guessed that if he 
managed to evoke the natural kindness and graciousness that was present in the 
hermit's heart then there are fair chances that the hermit would agree to suffer a little 
for the larger good of his devoted disciple. 

This is why the king invoked the Vedas as it would be difficult to contradict 
what they proclaim. Then he also cited some obvious examples to drive home the 
point that great men do not hesitate to suffer a bit it this sufferance would bring 
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happiness and good to others. It would be a charitable deed on the part of the hermit 
to ensure the king’s better future. 

Saying this, the king fell at the hermit’s feet and clasped it so that the hermit 
wouldn't gather courage to say ‘no’ as we will read in the following Doha. ] 
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Saying this, the king fell at the hermit's feet and clasped them. He pleaded, *Oh lord, 
please show kindness and grace upon me; please have pity on me. Please endure a 
little sufferance for my sake as you are very gentlemanly (sajjana) as well as kind 
and gracious towards those who are miserable and in a pitiable situation (like me) 
(dinadayala)’. (Doha no. 167) 


[Note—We will note how a selfish and rapacious person falls from grace, sacrifices 
his stature and self-respect, and compromises his dignity and honour in order to 
achieve his goals and satisfy his never-ending greed. 

This king was not an ordinary king—for he was already an emperor who had 
conquered countless kings and extended his domain to virtually cover the entire 
length and breadth of the earth; he had all that a king would normally want to have. 
His kingdom was great; he had renown as being a righteous and meritorious king; his 
subjects were happy and prosperous; his writ prevailed everywhere. Refer: Doha no. 
153—to Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 156. 

But still he was not contented! He now wanted to supersede even the Trinity 
Gods, to overcome the Laws of Nature, and to attain eternity which even the creator 
Brahma does not have as his life also has an end. So when the hermit promised the 
impossible to him the king virtually started salivating. Refer: Chaupai line nos. 1-4 
that precede Doha no. 165. 

So therefore, when the king found that as simple an obstacle as a hermit's 
vows that he would not visit any city or a household—a vow that seemed utterly 
frivolous, ridiculous and obsolete to the king who was accustomed to material 
comforts and sensual pleasures of the world, and who was surrounded by submissive 
priests who lived a comfortable life of material comfort relying solely on the king's 
largesse, never once talking of renunciation and dispassion— stood between the 
success and failure of his goals, he was utterly flabbergasted and disgusted. He 
decided he must somehow prevail upon the hermit to fulfill his wishes, no matter 
what. 

But he also feared the hermit's wrath, so preferred to take a soft approach 
rather than using a king's usual method of insisting that his orders be carried out 
either by the fear of punishment or by the bait of a grand reward.] 
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When the hermit, who was expert in conceit, deceit and pretensions, became 
absolutely sure that the king had come completely under his influence, he said, --- (1) 


‘Listen oh king. I tell you the truth that there is nothing in this world that is not 
possible for me’. (2) 


[Note—'The hermit has already said that he can do the impossible by the virtue of the 
powers that Tapa has granted him—refer Doha no. 162 along with Chaupai line nos. 
1-3 that follow it. 

He repeats his stupendous abilities here once again to refresh the king's 
memory and make him more submissive and devoted, as well as to prepare the king 
mentally to believe that the seemingly incredulous magical feat the hermit would 
propose in a moment can actually be done successfully and desired fruits obtained.] 
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I (hermit) will certainly do the work for you as you are my devoted follower and an 

ardent devotee by your Mana (heart and mind), by your body (deeds and actions) and 

by your words (by what you say; by the words that express your inner feeling for 
1 

me) . (3) 


But mind you—Y oga (meditation), Yukti (clever planning, means and ways, and 
proper devices employed to achieve success in any secret endeavour), Tapa (austerity 
and penance) and Mantra (divine esoteric formulas that grant mystical powers) bear 
fruit only when they are kept secret. 

[To wit, if you indeed want success then you must vow to keep secret what I 
am about to divulge presently, as it involves certain magical charms and esoteric 
rituals that needed to be done so as to cast a mystical spell upon the objects that are 
needed to be tamed, in this case the Brahmins.]? (4) 


[Note—'The king had become so overwhelmed by the hermit’s holy attire and pious 
talk that he had submitted himself completely to the latter and thought himself to be 
extremely lucky to have discovered a great sage. The clever hermit had adroitly 
observed this quite early during the meeting: Refer to (i) Chaupai line nos. 1-7 that 
precede Doha no. 161, and again to (ii) Chaupai line nos. 5-6 that precede Doha no. 
162. 
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^Not wanting to take any risk caused by revelation of his identity and evil designs, and 
thereby putting to grave peril his own security and life, the evil hermit continues to 
harp on the importance and the necessity of complete secrecy of the plan and its 
implementation. | 
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[And finally the hermit reveals to the king the formidable and monster plan. He said 
assertively—] If I prepare and cook the meal for a grand feast that you are required to 
organize for all the Brahmins, and you serve this food yourself to the invited guests 
(the Brahmins) without anyone knowing that the food has been cooked by me, --- (5) 


--- Then all those who partake of this food will become unquestionably obedient to 
you; they would obey your commands without reservations, become totally 
subservient to you, and be under your full sovereignty. (6) 


Listen oh king. Not only this, but all those who would subsequently eat food in the 
homes of such guests whom you would have served in the feast too would come 
under your spell and command, and this chain would go on expanding and getting 
wider in an exponential manner to eventually cover the entire Brahmin race! (7) 


So, oh king, go and make haste to carry out this magical device. And make sure that 
you take a vow that such feasts would be organized on a regular basis for one full 
year. (8) 


[Note— The credulous king obviously had lost all his wits in his zeal to accomplish 
the impossible. Couldn't he logically think how a hermit, who has lived all his life in 
the forest subsisting on forest produce and lean and simple food, would be skilled 
enough to cook delicious fare for a grand royal feast where thousands of guests would 
be fed—not for one day but for a whole year. 

Would that not mean that the hermit would not be able to attend to his routine 
of spiritual practices for this long period of time? No matter how nice and obliging the 
hermit may be, but this proposition of abstaining from his religious practices for one 
full year just for the sake of a king ought to be absolutely unacceptable and ridiculous 
for any good hermit to even contemplate. Wasn't there something fishy in the whole 
matter? 

But what to say—destiny's writ is so strong and blinding that the wisest and 
the cleverest fall in the trap as if a piece of iron is being pulled by an invisible 
magnet. | 
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Everyday you must invite a hundred thousand Brahmins with their families! I will 
personally prepare the food daily that you would serve the guests for one full year. 
(Doha no. 168) 


[Note—The hermit knew fully well that all that he proposes to do is absurd and 
ridiculous to the extreme. If the number of Brahmins he said the king must feed daily 
extends for a year then it does not need a mathematician to calculate after all the 
Brahmins who live on this earth would have partaken of the food in one round would 
be invited repeatedly again and again. What after all is the use of this futile exercise if 
one meal is enough to cast a magical spell on the Brahmins, especially if all those 
who eat in the household of the Brahmin who has already eaten the king’s food at the 
feast would also come under the king’s spell? 

It seems extraordinarily superfluous and extravagantly unnecessary. But still 
the greedy and deluded king could not see the trap laid out for him!] 
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*Oh king, in this easy way and with the least of trouble all the Brahmins would come 
under your spell. (1) 


The Gods, in turn, would easily come under your sway by the virtue of the various 
‘Sewas’ (services) that these Brahmins offer to them, such as doing ‘Homa’ (offerings 
meant for the Gods that the Brahmins make to the sacred fire during sacrifices), and 
‘Makha’ (fire sacrifice rituals)’. (2) 


[Note—'The offerings that are made to the sacred fire during sacrifices are meant for 
the Gods as they derive their nourishment and strength from the food that are offered 
during such rituals. 

It has already been assured by the hermit in Chaupai line nos. 6-7 that precede 
Doha no. 168 herein above that “all those who eat in the households of Brahmins who 
were fed by the king during the grand feast that is being planned in order to cast a 
spell of magical charm upon the Brahmins and bring them all under the will of the 
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king, would also become obedient to him, and this chain would continue so that 
ultimately the entire Brahmin race would be under the king’s magical charm”. 

So therefore it is logical that the food which the Brahmins, who have already 
eaten the magically charmed food at the king’s feast and have come under his spell, 
prepare in their homes and then offer such food to the Gods via the medium of the fire 
sacrifices that they do would also bring the Gods who partake this magically charmed 
food to come under its effect, which means that they would also become obedient to 
the king just like the other Brahmins who happen to eat this food. 

It indeed is a fantastically clever idea that is wonderfully planned and 
proposed to be executed in a masterly fashion aimed to bring both the Brahmins and 
the Gods under the tutelage of the king at one stroke. No wonder than that the king 
was awe-struck at the ingenuity of the hermit! Anyone in his place would have 
marveled at the hermit’s stupendous intellect and astounding genius at being able to 
devise such a flawless device as so short a notice. ] 
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[I shall now tell you another important secret.] (Since) I will never come to your place 
to accomplish your objective in my present form (as I have already told you that my 
identity should be kept completely secret), so I give you a sign or a hint (by which 
you would be able to recognize me). (3) 


Oh king, I shall carry-off your family priest by the virtue of my magical powers (nija 
maya). (4) 


Employing the mystical powers that I possess by the virtue of my Tapa, I shall keep 
him here in this hermitage disguised as myself during the whole year (while I would 
be at your place to keep my promise to you and carry on with my obligations of 
preparing the magical food to be served at the feast). [To wit, by this ruse no one will 
doubt or become suspicious of anything. Should any secret agent come to enquire 
here at my hermitage, he will find the dummy hermit here and become assured that 
everything is alright. And since your priest would be under the spell of my charm he 
too would be so much deluded that he wouldn't ever know who he actually is or 
anything about his changed circumstances.] (5) 


I will assume his (your priest's) form and fulfill all your desires in every possible 
way. [The people will think that it is your own family priest who has advised you to 
undertake this grand and novel exercise. It is he who is overseeing the entire process, 
right from organizing the feast, inviting Brahmins, preparing food, and serving it to 
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the guests. No one would doubt anything, and you will have nothing to fear. I too will 
be able to carry out my plans with a free hand.] (6) 
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It is now quite late in the night, so go and sleep. Oh king, I shall meet you three days 
from now’. (7) 


While you would be asleep, I shall employ the magical powers that I have got by the 
virtue of my Tapa and convey you and your horse to your home (even without waking 
you up from your sleep). (8) 


[Note—'The hermit did not want to show that he was in any great hurry. The king 
must be given due time to rest and think. After all that had happened during the 
course of that day, the king would be too upset and weary to act in a proper way if the 
entire plan was to be rolled out the very next day. It will also create suspicion in the 
mind of the king's ministers etc. who, in all probability, must be in great anxiety and 
alarmed beyond measure when they failed to follow the king and had lost track of him 
as he was running behind the game during the hunt. Surely they would be searching 
for the king in the forest the entire next day of the hunt. 

When the hermit would transport the king back home by some magical means 
he plans to employ about which we shall read in a moment, the good news that the 
king has returned unharmed would spread immediately. And by-and-by the search 
party would come to know of it and return to the capital by the end of the day or the 
next day. 

Everyone will think that after hotly pursuing the game and slaying it in some 
distant part of the forest, the king had returned home late in the night and sneaked in. 
It would seem absolutely okay as great kings would often go out in disguise and in a 
surreptitious manner to find out how the things were going on in the kingdom and 
what the condition of its citizens was. This is because they wanted to take stock of the 
situation first hand without relying blindly upon their informers and spies. 

So the next one day or two would be spent in this way. By the third day 
however, the things would settle down to normal. This is why the hermit chose the 
‘third day’ to carry out the plan.] 
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maim a'uba so'i besu dhari pahicanehu taba mohi. 
jaba ekanta bola'i saba katha sunavaum tohi. 169. 


Now remember, I shall come there in the disguise I have told you about (i.e. as your 
royal priest). So you must recognize me when I call you for a private meeting and 
narrate this entire story for your recollection'.’ (Doha no. 169) 


[Note—'How will the king know whether or not the priest to whom he is talking in 
his capital is his benefactor hermit? It will be when the hermit, who would be 
disguised as the royal priest, tells the king all that had transpired in the hermitage in 
the forest. Then the king would immediately know who the priest actually was, and 
then he must obey what is commanded to him to do.] 
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caupa’. 


sayana kinha nrpa ayasu mani. asana ja'i baitha chalagyani. 1. 
Sramita bhüpa nidra ati a'l. so kimi sova soca adhika’. 2. 


The king obeyed the hermit’s orders and went to sleep, while the deceitful and 
fraudulent hermit, who pretended to be all-knowing and possessing mystical powers, 
went and sat down on his seat. (1) 


The king was very tired, so he immediately fell asleep. But how could the hermit 
sleep as his mind was very busy with thoughts”. (2) 


[Note—'The false hermit was extra cautious. He thought that the king may pretend to 
sleep but might be watching what the hermit does for the rest of the night. Since the 
hermit had given the impression that he does a lot of Tapa, he thought that it would be 
wise to go and sit on his seat and pretend to be doing meditation. 

Besides this, he did not want to sleep just to ensure that the king did not get up 
quietly and slip away in the dead of night. It would bring every thing that the hermit 
had planned coming down with a crash. And he also did not want to sleep for the fear 
that the king might have seen through the veil of deceit and would get up quietly and 
kill the hermit by his sword. 


*This is the fourth reason why the hermit did not go to sleep. His mind was too 
occupied with thoughts and plans that sleep defied him. His arch enemy was right in 
his front, sleeping soundly and unarmed. Should he stab him here and now? No, that 
would destroy the bigger plan. He wanted the entire family of king Pratapbhanu to be 
destroyed, and so if he killed the king alone now then the rest of them will remain 
alive, and one day they will surely spy him out and then torture him to death. 

So the hermit sat and contemplated. ] 
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kalakétu nisicara taham' ava. jehim sükara ho'i nrpahi bhulava. 3. 
parama mitra tapasa nrpa kera. jana'i so ati kapata ghanera. 4. 


Meanwhile, Kalketu, a demon who used to roam around during the night (kalaketu 
nisicara), arrived there. It was he who had disguised himself as a wild boar to waylay 
the king (Pratapbhanu) and make him go astray’. (3) 


This demon had become a fast friend of the hermit, and he was skilled in deceit and 
carrying out magical feats of delusion. (4) 


[Note—'Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes Doha 
no. 156—to Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 157.] 
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tehi ke sata suta aru dasa bha'l. khala ati ajaya déva dukhada’. 5. 
prathamahim bhupa samara saba mare. bipra santa sura dekhi dukhare. 6. 


He (the demon Kalketu) had seven sons and ten brothers. They had become invincible 
and used to torment the Gods a lot. (5) 


When the great king Pratapbhanu saw the misery and sufferings to which the 
Brahmins, saints and sages as well as the Gods were subjected to by these demons, he 
had slayed them in the beginning of his many campaigns. [But somehow this demon 
Kalketu managed to escape, and he went to the dense forest to hide in it.] (6) 


ae Ga urfiser cae Gant vara qa füfer da feat u 
we fq va drg Take SoS I Wet nu A HS THC 


tehirn khala pachila bayaru sambhara. tapasa nrpa mili mantra bicara. 7. 
jehim ripu chaya so'i racenhi upa'ü. bhavi basa na jana kachu ra'ü. 8. 


This wicked fellow developed hatred for the king and vowed to take revenge when the 
opportunity would come in due course. He forged a friendship with the hermit (who 
was also an enemy of king Pratapbhanu as he had been defeated in a battle and had 
managed to escape to the forest where he hid in the guise of a hermit). 

Both of them (i.e. the demon Kalketu whose family members were killed by 
Pratapbhanu, and the erstwhile king who was defeated in battle and whose kingdom 
was snatched by Pratapbhanu, and who now lived in disguise as a hermit) hatched a 
conspiracy by which a plan was contrived to bring about complete ruin of their 
common enemy (i.e. king Pratapbhanu). 
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But unfortunately due to the fiat of fate, the king was totally unaware of this 
wicked plot and the identity of the perpetrators of this sinister conspiracy. (7-8) 


d. Ra are rhet aft erg enft Pat A aE i 
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doha. 


ripu tejasi akela api laghu kari gani'a na tahu. 
ajahum deta dukha rabi sasihi sira avasesita rahu. 170. 


[The sagacious and erudite poet-saint Tulsidas, the author of this classic Ram Charit 
Manas, cites a well established maxim which states that—] One must not 
underestimate and take lightly a powerful enemy even though he may be alone (at the 
time due to certain circumstances)!. 

For instance, the demon Rahu, who has nothing left out of his body except his 
head, is able to perpetually torment both the Sun and the Moon by devouring them 
periodically (inspite of being fully aware that he cannot permanently harm them in 
any way as they would soon emerge from the severed part of his neck)’. (Doha no. 
170) 


[Note—'King Pratapbhanu was so over-confident of his own invincibility, of his 
strength, powers and authority that at the time the defeated king as well as the 
defeated demon ran away from his clutches he had not searched them out and take 
them into his custody or had completely eliminated them because he thought that they 
wouldn’t be of any consequence in the future, and they would not dare and would not 
be able to cause him any harm whatsoever. So he paid no attention to the escapees. 
Little did he know at the time that these two seemingly impotent enemies who had 
been completely routed, and hence rendered toothless and harmless as they had no 
support of arms or an army, would one day prove to be his nemesis and the cause of 
his ruin. 

Had the king been wise he would have hunted them down and put them into a 
prison. To the message is that even the smallest and seemingly harmless enemy is 
dangerous and he should never be taken lightly, nor should his sweet words be taken 
at face value. Even if an enemy can’t do much harm to his adversary he can still be a 
cause of incessant problems and constant harassment that is more irritating then an 
outright confrontation. It’s like something of a skin affection that causes constant 
irritation and incessant annoyance even if it is not life-threatening. 


?The demon Rahu had his head severed from his neck by Lord Vishnu’s discus when 
he had tried to cheat on the Gods by disguising himself as one of them and sitting 
surreptitiously between the Sun God and the Moon God when the Amrit, the nectar of 
immortality, was being distributed at the time when it was produced by the legendary 
‘churning of the ocean by the gods and the demons’. The Sun and the Moon 
discovered his deceit and they warned Lord Vishnu who cut off Rahu’s head, but by 
that time a drop of Amrit had fell in his head. So he couldn’t be killed. 

The Creator then found a way out so that Rahu may survive inspite of being 
decapitated. He told him that once in a while he would be able to devour one of the 
Gods as a retribution for what has been done to him. Since the cause of this 
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misfortune that befell Rahu was the Sun and the Moon gods, he took a pledge that 
when he felt hungry he would gobble up the rounded ball of the Sun and the Moon as 
a repast to feed his hunger. 

So whenever Rahu feels hungry he lunges at the ball of the Moon and the Sun 
and swallows them into his open mouth. But soon these balls emerge from the hollow 
cavity of the neck from where the body of Rahu was severed. According to 
mythology, these two events—i.e. eating and then discharging of the Sun and the 
Moon by Rahu are known as the Solar and the Lunar eclipses respectively. The 
eclipse starts when either of the two enters Rahu's mouth, and the eclipse ends when 
they emerge from his severed neck. 

What is implied here is that the Sun and the Moon Gods took Rahu very 
lightly when his head was cut off from his neck, as they thought what a decapitated 
enemy would ever do to them, never realizing that the same enemy, who seemed 
rendered impotent to cause any harm as his body was cut into two, would continue to 
torment them till the end of creation. 

Similarly, king Pratapbhanu had thought that since he was so mighty that he 
had conquered all the great kings and valiant warriors of the time, a single king or 
demon who ran away like an impotent coward from the battle field were of no more 
importance than a tiny insect, and so he did not bother to waste his energy and time to 
pay any heed to them for he feared nothing from their quarter. And now this 
negligence on his part proved to be his own grave.] 
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tapasa nrpa nija sakhahi nihari. harasi mile'u uthi bhaya'u sukhari. 1. 
mitrahi kahi saba katha suna'l. jatudhana bola sukha pa^. 2. 


The hermit-king saw his friend, the demon (Kalketu), arrive. So he got up and met 
him cheerfully, feeling very glad and accomplished. (1) 


Then the hermit told him the entire story (of what had transpired between him and 
king Pratapbhanu). Hearing everything the demon felt very happy, and he then said— 
Q) 
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‘Listen king. If you do according to what I advice you then be sure that I have finally 
conquered our common enemy (i.e. we will now be able to destroy him without 
bringing any harm to our own safety). (3) 


Now discard all worries and go to sleep. The Creator has become benevolent upon us 
and he has virtually cured the disease without any medicine! [To wit, it was not an 
easy thing to bring about our enemy’s destruction so easily. But it seems that the 
Creator has listened to our prayers as now this destruction of our arch enemy is 
certain, and that also by an easy method and the least effort. It's a virtual boon for us!] 


(4) 


After eliminating the enemy and throwing him out (ruining him) from his very roots 
along with his entire family, I shall come back to meet you on the fourth day.’! (5) 


[Note— It is obvious by now that this demon, who had great magical powers in him 
as demons usually had and as proved by his becoming a wild boar earlier, was the one 
who would do all the nasty tricks that would culminate in king Pratapbhanu's fall. 
The hermit-king played the role of laying the bait and trapping the prey, but the actual 
killing was done by this demon. 

The hermit had told king Pratapbhanu that he would meet him on the ‘third 
day'. So now the demon tells him that everything would be fixed and ended on the 
third day itself if things go according to plan, and on the fourth day he will return to 
convey the good news of Pratapbhanu's destruction to his friend, the hermit. Then it 
would be time to rejoice!] 
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After having reassured the hermit in various ways', the angry demon (Kalketu), who 
was exceptionally cunning, deceitful and wicked, started on his mission with a 
vengeance. (6) 


He (the demon) used his magical powers to convey (transport) the king and his horse 
to the palace almost in an instant. (7) 


The king was placed at his usual place by the queen's side, and the horse was taken to 
the stable and tied up properly there in the usual manner’. (8) 


[Note—'The hermit was very skeptical if this master scheme of deceit and stab-in- 
the-back would actually succeed as he knew of the might and the intelligence of king 
Pratapbhanu as well as his ministers. He was apprehensive that the king may become 
suspicious in case the demon, who would actually carry out the plan instead of the 
hermit himself, made any slip or committed some error somewhere, wittingly or 
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unwittingly. That would be disastrous for both of them—for the king would 
immediately capture the demon and torture him to reveal the truth of his companion, 
the hermit. And then both of them would be sent to the gallows. 

So it was necessary for the demon to reassure his friend, the hermit, not to 
worry on any count. 


“It is indeed a great feat of magic that is beyond imagination. Surely the queen was 
asleep at the time, and the guards of the stable must be dozing. None got the hint that 
the king and the horse have come back all of a sudden. When we read this story of 
magical transportation and of the subsequent feast that was organised in the king’s 
capital, then many of the tales from the fables of ‘One Thousand and One Arabian 
Nights’ come to the mind. ] 
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raja ke uparohitahi hari lai gaya'u bahori. 
lai rakhesi giri khoha mahum mayam kari mati bhori. 171. 


The demon carried away the king's royal priest (employing the same magical powers 
with which he had brought the king and his horse), and after casting a delusory spell 
upon the abducted priest, he hid him in a cave in the mountain. (Doha no. 171) 
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apu biraci uparohita rüpa. pare'u ja'i tehi seja anupa. 1. 


= YL -l = 


He (the demon Kalketu) disguised himself as the royal priest and went to lie down on 
his wonderful bed. (1) 


The king woke up before dawn, and when he found himself inside the palace he was 
astonished beyond measure’. (2) 


[Note—'The last thing of which the king was aware of was his being in a hermit’s 
hermitage in the midst of a forest in the night, and of his going to sleep at the hermit’s 
request. Then as he was very tired he immediately sank into deep sleep. But when he 
woke up he found himself inside his palace and lying on his own bed. It was sure to 
stun him and befuddle his mind. For a moment he could not bring himself to 
understand that what he was seeing was actually a fact and not merely a dream. It 
took him some time to reflect on the developments of the previous night and gather 
his wits sufficiently enough to have some bearing about himself and his whereabouts. ] 
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muni mahima mana mahum anumani. uthe'u gavamhirm jéhirh jana na rani. 3. 
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Reflecting upon the developments the king concluded that it is due to the hermit's 
astounding mystical powers that this miracle could happen (that he has been 
transported so secretly from the hermitage in the deep forest to his palace in the 
capital, a distance of seventy yojans, so quickly and imperceptibly). [To wit, the awe- 
inspired king attributed his presence in the palace to the magical powers of the hermit 
whom he believed could do the most supernatural things one can hardly think of.] 

So (to ensure that no one could know what had happened) he got up very 
quietly in such a way that the queen would have no inkling that he had come there and 
then gone away, and sneaked out of the palace surreptitiously. (3) 


He silently picked up the same horse and secretly rode out to the forest so that no one 
in the city, not a single male or female citizen, could know anything of the matter’. (4) 


[Note—' One would wonder how the king managed to go out of his palace to the 
stable, collect his horse, and from there go out of the city to the forest without anyone 
knowing anything about it. 

The answer is common sense and it lies in the precautions that kings normally 
took as a matter of security. In the case of danger, a king had some secret route by 
which he would escape before the enemy could lay his hand upon him. King 
Pratapbhanu had gone out of the city by this route.] 
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When it was noon time, the king returned. When the news spread of his return safely, 
there was mass celebration in the city as every household rejoiced with playing of 
music and singing of songs. (5) 


When the king saw his priest he was speechless as he immediately recollected the 
work that was discussed between him and the hermit, and for which this priest was 
chosen as a medium by which it could be successfully accomplished. (6) 


[Note—'The king upon his safe return was met by all his anxious ministers, courtiers, 
commanders and citizens. Of course the royal priest was one of them. So as soon as 
the king's eyes fell upon this unfortunate man his mind alerted him about all that the 
hermit had said the previous night. 


101 


Let us not forget that the demon had abducted the original priest and replaced 
him with his own disguised form—refer: Doha no. 171 herein above. The demon was 
a master in deceit and magic, so he also knew the art of hypnotism. When the eye of 
the king met this decoy priest’s eyes, the demon cast his deep, penetrating and 
hypnotic gaze upon the king to bring him under his magical spell. The deluded king 
thereafter acted like a puppet, meekly dancing to the tune of the crafty puppeteer! 

One can very well visualize the scene of the moment—while everyone was 
exuberant and lively, embracing each other and thanking God for the king’s safe 
return, and all the chief courtiers and ministers joyously milling around the king and 
expressing their happiness at his coming back with a smile on their cheerful faces, the 
priest stood quite aloof and almost emotionless even though he also attended the 
welcoming ceremony for the king and sported a formal smile on his otherwise somber 
face. No one noticed it as no one could ever doubt, even in their wildest of 
imaginations, about anything being amiss or any kind of fish-play, chiefly with 
respect to the royal high priest who was held in high esteem. 

But when the eyes of the two met, i.e. of the king and the priest, some un- 
worded and silent message was exchanged between the two of them. Even if the king 
felt excited for a fleeting moment and blood rushed to his cheeks, he suppressed his 
emotions consciously as he remembered the word of honour he had given to the 
hermit—which was to exercise the greatest of restraint and discretion, and keep 
everything top secret. ] 
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juga sama nrpahi ga'e dina tint. kapati muni pada raha mati lini. 7. 
samaya jani uparohita ava. nrpahi maté saba kahi samujhava. 8. 


The king remained on tenterhooks for three days that passed (while he waited for the 
hermit to come and meet him), and these three days seemed to be like three Yugs for 
him to pass. [To wit, the three days looked like ages for the king, and the time passed 
so slowly for him as if three cycles of creation and destruction had passed. } 

During this time the king’s mind was always thinking reverentially of the 
hermit who pretended to be holy and pious but albeit was full of wickedness, deceit 
and fraud’. (7) 


When the appointed time arrived (1.e. the third day), the priest came to the king and 
told the king about the secret story (to signal him about his identity and to remind him 
about the job at hand)”. (8) 


[Note—'That is why the word used for the hermit in the text is ‘kapati muni'—i.e. a 
sage or hermit who is full of wickedness, fraud, deceit and pretension. 


?Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Doha no. 169 in this context where the hermit 
had told the king that when he would come to him and remind him about the work to 
be done on the third day, then the king must recognize him.] 
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nrpa harase'u pahicani guru bhrama basa raha na ceta. 
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The king was jubilant when he recognized his Guru. He was unaware of the reality 
due to the veil of delusions which had been cast upon him to shroud his wisdom and 
make his mind and intellect become defunct so much so that even his natural instincts 
for prudence and self-preservation were undermined’. 

So he immediately (without due diligence and consulting his advisors) invited 
a hundred thousand chosen Brahmins along with their families for a meal. (Doha no. 
172) 


[Note—'One very important observation can be made here. The king was driven blind 
by his ambitions to bring even the learned Brahmins under his sway, and through 
them to have control over the Gods—this was what was promised to him by the 
hermit. Refer: Chaupai line nos. 6-7 that precede Doha no. 168 herein above. This 
would make him the sole and unchallenged ruler of the whole world as he desired— 
refer: Doha no. 164 herein above. 

In his eagerness to accomplish even the impossible, the greedy king had 
thrown to the winds the basic principles of caution that should have warned him much 
early of something being wrong when the hermit had told him that “he would remove 
his royal priest surreptitiously using his powers of Maya or the ability of creating 
delusions, and sneak himself in his stead”—refer: Chaupai line nos. 3-7 that precede 
Doha no. 169. 

The king should have thought this matter over carefully: Why would a holy 
and pious hermit—who is supposed to lead a life of renunciation and detachment 
from all worldly pursuit—adopt such wrong and deceitful ways to please someone, no 
matter what the motivation was? Why would a holy man cheat someone, especially 
when the object of such cheating was himself supposed to be a pious and holy man as 
the royal priest was expected to be? How can a person who practices cheating and 
deceit for any reason or cause be a true hermit or sage? But the king was so 
overwhelmed by his ambitious greed that he did not bother to pay attention to such 
tell-tale signs of fraud and mischief that seemed to be insignificant or inconsequential 
to him as long as his wishes could be fulfilled. 


*On the face of it, things looked perfectly normal. The king had faced some grave 
misadventure when it appeared that he was all but lost in the un-chartered forest; then 
he returned safe and sound the next day. It was obviously a time to celebrate. In such 
good times great kings were accustomed to give a grand feast to feed the Brahmins 
and others in the kingdom. The citizens and the ministers thought that the priest was 
within his rights and was doing his duty to advise the king for the grand feast. So no 
suspicion was raised! ] 
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caupa’. 


uparohita jevanara bana". charasa cari bidhi jasi sruti gā'ī. 1. 
mayamaya tehim kinhi raso'l. binjana bahu gani saka'i na ko’. 2. 


The royal priest (who was actually the demon Kalketu in a disguised form) supervised 
the preparation of the food for the grand repast. He prepared the food according to the 
way prescribed in the Vedas for a grand feast that is organized on such occasions— 
i.e. the food was of all the four categories, and had all the six kinds of tastes’. (1) 


He used his magical powers to create a huge illusion that made the food look 
extraordinarily wonderful and supernaturally good, with a wide variety of viands and 
sumptuous delicacies that defied imagination and description. (2) 


[Note—'The four classical categories of food are—(a) Bhakshya--that which is eaten 
raw by tearing and lacerating with the help of teeth, that which requires proper 
chewing and mastication before it can enter the food pipe, e.g. bread, fruits, 
vegetables, chewing of sugarcane; (b) Bhojya--that which is cooked and eaten with 
fingers or spoons, requiring least chewing or masticating and can be easily swallowed 
down the gullet, e.g. rice, curry; (c) Lehya--that which is licked with the tongue, e.g. 
eating pickles or honey; and (d) Choshya--that which is sipped or sucked, e.g. water, 
milk, tea. 

The Garbho-panishad of the Krishna Yajur Veda tradition, verse no. 5 
however classifies the four basic types of foods as—(i) Lehya: that which is licked; 
(11) Peya: that which is drunk; (iii) Khaadya: that which is chewed or masticated; and 
(1v) Choshya: that which is sucked. 

The six classical forms of tastes are the following flavours that the tongue 
feels—sweet, acidic, bitter, pungent, sour and salty. They are compared to the six 
seasons in this world. Refer Bhavana Upanishad of the Atharva Veda tradition, verse 
no. 2, stanza no 10. 

Sometimes, the six tastes are listed as being sweet, salty, sour, bitter, pungent 
or hot, and astringent. Sometimes acidic (vinegar) and bland are also regarded as 
separate category of tastes. Refer Garbho-panishad, verse no. 1 of Krishna Yajur 
Veda tradition. ] 
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And in this food he mixed meat of different animals as well as that of Brahmins. [To 


wit, in order to ensure that the food served by the king to the invited guests would be 
completely defiled and polluted in terms of its sanctity, the wicked demon did not 
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limit himself to mixing animal meat, but he went further to mix even the flesh of dead 
Brahmins with the food.] (3) 


The ignorant king welcomed the invited Brahmins for the repast, and he duly washed 
their feet as a mark of respect before they were seated. (4) 
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As soon as the king started serving the meal to the invited Brahmins, a mysterious 
voice was heard in the sky which warned the guests'—(5) 


‘Oh Brahmins! Get up and go back to your homes. To eat this food would be very 
demeaning and sinful for you all, so don't eat it even taste a bit of it. (6) 


The meal is mixed with the flesh of Brahmins.’ 
All the assembled Brahmins believed this mysterious voice that warned them, 
and they got up immediately. (7) 


The stunned king was dumbfounded and taken aback. His mind was befuddled by 
delusory veil that was already cast upon it, so he couldn’t think coherently. He was 
under the spell of ill-fate that had provisioned for his doom, and so he could not say a 
word (in self-defense). (8) 


[Note—'One may wonder who was he that spoke mysteriously from the sky? Was 
this some God warning the Brahmins that the food was defiled by meat? 

No, it was not the voice of any God, but it was the demon Kalketu himself. 
How can we deduce this? Well, if it had been some God then the voice would have 
also told the Brahmins that one demon named Kalketu had mixed meat in the food 
that was being served. 

Not only that, the Gods would have alerted the unsuspecting king at the very 
beginning that meat was being mixed in the royal kitchen, and he must inspect it 
immediately. 

Therefore in all probability, the meat was actually mixed just at the nick of 
time when the food was taken from the kitchen and was being served to the Brahmins. 
This ensured that no alarm was raised and the king alerted, for if the mixing was done 
in the kitchen itself then at least some of the cooks and assistants who were engaged 
keeping in mind the vastness of the scale of the enterprise, at least some would have 
known that meat is being mixed, and it is absolutely sure that the king would have 
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been informed. Obviously no one in his right mind would have ever expected that the 
king would order meat to be mixed in the food meant for the Brahmins. 

That is why he was stunned and stood dazed as he just could not comprehend 
what was happening. 

So it is definitely the voice of the demon Kalketu. 

We shall read shortly that this voice is heard again, but the second time it is 
the Gods who are speaking because they realized that the Brahmins had unwittingly 
cursed an innocent king whose only fault was that he believed a hermit and also that 
he was unduly ambitious. But that does not mean that he had planned to defile the 
religious beliefs of the Brahmins and make them commit such a grave sin as eating 
meat. So the Gods came to the defense of the king, but by this time the damage was 
already done and it was too late to rectify it.] 
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The Brahmins were taken aback and became very angry, and without thinking 
anything they vehemently cursed the king, ‘Oh stupid king! Go and become a demon 
yourself, along with all your other family members. (Doha no. 173) 
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chatrabandhu tair bipra bola't. ghalai li'e sahita samuda'. 1. 
isvara rakha dharama hamara. jaihasi taim sameta parivara. 2. 


Oh fallen Kshatriya (king) who pretended to be friend of all (chatrabandhu)! You 
had invited all the Brahmins along with their kith and kin in order to destroy their 
religion and make them all fall into committing a grave sin (because eating meat is 
strictly prohibited for a Brahmin). (1) 


It is by the grace of God that our religion and spiritual practices could be saved, but 
you will be condemned and destroyed along with all your kith and kin. [To wit, you 
had tried to make us eat meat, so you too would be turned into meat-eating monster 
along with your entire family.] (2) 
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Your complete ruin shall occur within a year. No one would be left in your clan to 
offer water to your spirit after you are dead.’ (3) 


The king was extremely agitated and horrified with fear when he heard the curse. 
The voice from the sky spoke once again'— (4) 


‘Oh Brahmins! You had not given due thought before cursing the king, for the king is 
not at fault at all.’ (5) 


[Note—'In this context, refer to the note appended to Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes 
Doha no. 173 herein above. 

The first time it was the demon Kalketu who spoke so that the Brahmins 
would curse the king. But this second time it is the Gods who are speaking because 
they realized that the Brahmins had unwittingly cursed an innocent king whose only 
fault was that he believed a hermit and also that he was unduly ambitious. But that 
does not mean that he had planned to defile the religious beliefs of the Brahmins and 
make them commit such a grave sin as eating meat. So the Gods came to the defense 
of the king, but by this time the damage was already done and it was too late to rectify 
it as the Brahamins regretted for their curse but were unable to do anything now. | 
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The Brahmins were astonished and speechless when they heard this message from the 
heaven’, 

Meanwhile, the vexed king went to the kitchen to inspect the stock of food 
kept there in preparation for it being served. (6) 


There in the kitchen he discovered that neither was there any food nor the Brahmin 
cook (i.e. the priest who was supposed to be supervising the cooking of the meal)’. 

Flabbergasted and completely crestfallen by the misfortune that stared on his 
face, the king returned with a heavy heart and overcome with dark foreboding 
thoughts crowding his mind. (7) 


He came back to where the Brahmins were waiting’, told them the entire story, and 
terrified and out of his wits, he fell down trembling out of fear at their feet (seeking 
mercy and reprieve). (8) 
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[Note—'The Brahmins could neither imagine nor believe that such a grand event can 
take place in full public view without the king being in the knowledge of what is 
actually happening. But since this was proclaimed by the heavenly voice they had to 
believe its truthfulness. 


*We have read that the demon Kalketu knew stupendous magical tricks, and he had 
used his magical abilities to prepare a huge feast with diverse categories of food in 
such a short span of time as a single day. This feat is not practical and humanly 
possible even for a great king to pull off. Hence the demon had just created an illusion 
of prepared food. 


*Why were the Brahmins waiting? It is because they were themselves confused about 
what had actually happened and wanted to know the truth. So they waited out of 
curiosity for the king to go and find out what had actually happened. 

Meanwhile their anger abated a little and they began regretting that they had 
been too hasty in making the curse. ] 


ao. yaf arci faez afe seu d qua di 
fat arem zig fé faaara sift sinu ev u 
doha. 


bhüpati bhavi mita'i nahim jadapi na düsana tora. 
ki'em an'yatha ho'i nahim biprasrapa ati ghora. 174. 


The Brahmins said to the king, ‘Oh king! It is not possible to change what has been 
written in one's fate by providence, though it is clear that you were not at fault. 

A Brahmin's curse is very terrible and it cannot be altered or revoked.'’ (Doha 
no. 174) 


[Note— If one were to look at this episode dispassionately, one is bound to think that 
if the Brahmins could curse someone if he is at fault, then they should also show some 
sort of mercy and compassion when it is proved that the cursed person is not at all at 
fault. Why is this one-sided approach? If someone is empowered to punish then he is 
also empowered to give reward, or at least reduce the intensity or severity of the 
punishment. 

If the Brahmins cursed the king to become a flesh-eating ogre when they 
believed that he was trying them to eat meat and fall into committing a grave sin, then 
when it was revealed that the king was innocent they could have reduced the gravity 
of the curse and diluted it with some kind of positive boon even if it was not possible 
to completely revoke the main curse. 

That is possibly why when the king became a demon named Ravana he 
wrecked havoc on the Brahmins. He was particularly antagonistic with the hermits 
and others who were attired in a holy garb as it is they and this garb that had cheated 
him in his previous life. 

Why was Ravana not antagonistic with the demons? It is because he was 
totally unaware that some demon named Kalketu was the chief culprit that brought 
ruin to him.] 
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The invited Brahmins went their way, and the citizens heard the news’. (1) 


All the citizens were extremely distressed, perturbed and perplexed beyond measure. 
They began to blame Providence for the most unexpected evil turn of events, 
lamenting that the Creator had begun the process of making a swan but produced a 
crow instead". (2) 


[Note—'When the large group of Brahmins were going back home it is but natural 
that they were all animatedly talking and discussing about the events of the day. 
Besides them, there were countless attendants, waiters and servitors of the king at the 
feast. So the news of the king being cursed spread like wild-fire all through the length 
and breadth of not only the city but even to the distant realms of the kingdom. 

The citizens loved their king very much as he was a very righteous ruler who 
ruled judiciously and in accordance with the laws of Dharma (propriety and probity; 
principles laid down for good governance in the scriptures). If the king became great 
and strong it was so much the better for the common man as it would deter attack 
from enemies and herald peace and prosperity. 

The happy citizens therefore looked forward to a great future when suddenly 
this bad turn of events struck them like lightening—for they knew that their own 
future was intricately and inseparably linked to the future of their king, and so if the 
king was doomed their own future was doomed too. 

As a result, a dark pall of gloom descended upon the capital. What was a 
bright day of celebrations and rejoicing a moment ago suddenly turned into a gloomy 
day of mourning and grief] 
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Meanwhile, the demon brought the royal priest back home, and then he informed his 
friend, the hermit, of the news (that the mission has been successfully accomplished). 


3) 


That rascal (the hermit-king) then immediately sent out letters to other kings (who 
were defeated and conquered by Pratapbhanu earlier, and had harboured a secret 
desire for revenge)". 
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When these kings (who were obviously acquainted with this hermit-king, and 
so could recognize his signature or handwriting or the language that kings usually use 
for royal messages) heard the news (which greatly pleased them), all of them made 
haste, arranging their armies and launching attacks either singly or in groups (to 
vanquish king Pratapbhanu once and for all)’. (4) 


[Note—'The hermit-king was well acquainted with the events of king Pratapbhanu’s 
‘campaign of conquest’ when he had fought many battles and had subjugated 
countless kings by the force of his arms in order to become an emperor. Not a single 
king was happy at this development, and though they all surrendered to Pratapbhanu 
but secretly all of them hated him and would welcome a chance to square accounts 
with him. 

The question arises—who was the messenger who took the hermit-king’s 
letters to these kings? The answer is easy—it was his demon friend Kalketu. We have 
already seen that Kalketu possessed great magical powers, so it was just a sport for 
him to reach all the kings and deliver the message in a short span of time. 


“It is quite possible that this hermit-king had been maintaining some sort of secret 
contact with all like-minded kings. They were all waiting for such an opportunity, so 
as soon as the message came that their sworn enemy king Pratapbhanu had been 
cursed to doom by the Brahmins, a curse which is bound to be true no matter how 
strong Pratapbhanu was, they hurried to grab the chance and get the honour of being 
the first one to vanquish an all-powerful emperor whom the world praised as being 
invincible a day ago. 

These kings were sure that they will now certainly succeed to bring 
Pratapbhanu to his knees and force him to bite dust as he was now heavily 
encumbered with a great mill-stone in the form of the Brahmin’s curse around his 
neck; it was like a shackle from which he can’t break free, and which was bound to 
sink him, and along with him his entire family, into an abyss from which there was no 
door of recovery. ] 
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These enemy-kings surrounded the capital city from all the sides, playing their battle 
drums and sounding their trumpets of war. Every day there were fierce battles. (5) 


All the greatest of warriors and fighters of the kingdom fought bravely and 
courageously before all of them fell down in the battle-field one-by-one (to have a 
dignified death befitting an honourable warrior who is lauded for such a death, instead 
of running away from the battle-field). 

Ultimately even the king (Pratapbhanu) fell down in the battle-field along with 
his brother (named Arimardan). [Alas, the noble king Pratapbhanu and his brave 
brother Arimardan too died in the battle. ] (6) 


110 


Mah Ho Als Ae Star i faasa fenfit Ss STATA lI 9 UI 
Ry fata Ga Toa Tats | PAST OT Tey wrap A Us t 2 A 


satyakétu kula ko'u nahi bamica. biprasrapa kimi ho'i asamca. 7. 
ripu jiti saba nrpa nagara basa'. nija pura gavane jaya jasu pa’. 8. 


Alack, no one in the illustrious family of the great and noble king Satyaketu (i.e. his 
descendants king Pratapbhanu, his brother Arimardan, and others) survived! 

[To wit, all in the family of king Satyaketu died one after another in the battles 
that raged in the wake of the Brahmins cursing king Pratapbhanu and his entire 
family.] 

Say, how can a curse of Brahmins be false? 

[To wit, it was only due to this curse that every single member of the great 
king Pratapbhanu's family died; no one escaped. His clan was completely annihilated. 
Had it not been for the curse there was no one on earth who would have dared to 
defeat the mighty king.] (7) 


After having conquered and completely destroying their arch enemy (king 
Pratapbhahu), all the attacking kings re-established the city, and collecting rich spoils 
of war and tributes from its citizens they went back to their respective kingdoms, 
basking in the glory of conquest and feeling exuberant at having had the honour of 
defeating a seemingly invincible emperor’. (8) 


[Note—'As is normally the case in such situations of military campaigns where a 
number of allied forces unite against a single enemy, when the war is over and the 
allied forces become victorious, they divide the spoils of war in proportion to their 
contribution in the war effort, restore and reconstruct the city, reach an agreement 
whereby the dominant partner or the one who had first entered the besieged city and 
conquered it is given control over the city, agreeing to appoint a governor who 
presides over a senate having representatives of all the partners, and then the rest of 
the partners return home leaving the day-to-day administration of the city to the 
people chosen by them by common consent. 

So was also the case with the capital city of king Pratapbhanu. After the war 
ended, its citizens were rehabilitated, a new admininstrative machinery was put into 
place, the victors exacted their share of tributes and spoils of war, and then they 
returned jubilant and victorious to their own homelands. ] 
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[This story was narrated by sage Yagyawalkya to sage Bharadwaj. So Yagyawalkya 
said—] 
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‘Listen Bharadwaj. When the Creator turns hostile and becomes malevolent towards 
someone then even an inconsequential particle of dust turns into an insurmountable 
mountain as huge as Meru’ for him, his own father becomes a personified form of the 
god of death for him, and the harmless rope or an ordinary garland becomes like a 
poisonous snake for him’. (Doha no. 175) 


[Note—'Mt. Meru is the huge mountain where Gods are supposed to have their abode 
on earth. 


*All these three instances can be seen to have proved themselves in the case of king 
Pratapbhanu. 

The first is the instance of “an inconsequential particle of dust turns into an 
insurmountable mountain as huge as Meru”. The king who was defeated by the 
mighty king Pratapbhanu and who ran away from the battle-field to hide in the forest 
disguised as a hermit, was most inconsequential and not worthy of paying any more 
attention because he had lost his army and all his supporters. He was alone and 
banished to the forest. For all practical purposes this disenfranchised and defeated 
hermit-king presented no cause of worry for the mighty king Pratapbhanu. He was 
virtually like a speck of dust against the might of an emperor. But as it happened, this 
seemingly harmless and hapless hermit turned to be the nemesis of Pratapbhanu. So in 
effect, ‘the miniscule dust became like a huge mountain which crushed Pratapbhanu 
underfoot’. 

The second instance of “father becoming a personified form of the god of 
death" is made true also as Pratapbbhanu himself calls the hermit ‘father-like’ in 
Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes Doha no. 160 herein above, but this same fellow 
mercifully plotted the ruin of a person whom he accepted as his ‘son’—refer: Chaupai 
line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 163 herein above. 

In the third instance of “the harmless rope or an ordinary garland becoming 
like a poisonous snake” we find that the large number of Brahmins whom the king 
had always shown respect and who had always benefited from the king’s charities and 
patronage now did not hesitate to bite him viciously by cursing him to utter doom]. 
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[Sage Yagyawalkya told sage Bharadwaj—] ‘Listen oh sage! In due course of time 
the same king (Pratapbhanu) became a demon along with his whole clan. 

[To wit, all the members of his near and extended family as well as his close 
associates such as ministers and courtiers and commanders and servitors and other 
members of the royal entourage became demons in their next births’.] (1) 
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He had twenty arms and ten heads, and his name was ‘Ravana’. He was 
extraordinarily strong and brave, and had long and sturdy arms that were like huge 
maces or clubs. (2) 


[Note—'It is not clearly said here if the citizens of his capital and the subjects of his 
kingdom too became demons. In the previous Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha 
no. 175 it is mentioned that the victorious kings ‘re-established the capital before 
returning back home’. 

This question is answered below in Chaupai line no. 6 which says that king 
Pratapbhanu’s servitors, his attendants, servants, ministers, courtiers, commanders of 
the army, governors of his kingdom and all others who served him directly or 
indirectly, along with their own family members such as their sons etc, had become 
demon in the next birth. 

We can visualise two scenes here as follows: 

(i) It may be that only those who were close to king Pratapbhanu and fought 
for him in the battles to die in the battle-field were the ones who ‘were reborn as 
demons’. The ordinary citizens did not participate in the actual battles, and so they 
escaped death. Hence there was no question of their being ‘born again or taking a 
rebirth’ as either demons or anyone else. 

(ii) The other possibility is that everyone, including the citizens, became 
demons. But then it would mean that every single person was slaughtered in the war. 
This was obviously not the case as then who would live in the reconstructed city. 
Even during modern wars when the army defending a city surrenders, its inhabitants 
are spared death. The only casualties are the ones that occur while the battle rages, 
and not after the defending army surrenders. In this case therefore, after king 
Prtapbhanu was killed the war automatically ended, and with it ended further 
bloodshed. 

So in all probabilities, and logically also, only those who died during the 
duration of the battles and who were close to king Pratapbhanu became demons. The 
rest of the subjects, who were not directly serving the king or who had managed to 
flee the city, survived, only to come back when the war ended and the victors were 
rehabilitating it. 


“Thus, king Pratapbhanu became the demon king Ravana in the next birth. 

The Atharva Veda’s Ram Purva Tapini Upanishad, Canto 3, verse no. 18 
describes the meaning of the word ‘Ravana’ as follows— 

“Since the demon had abducted Ram’s consort (Sita) from a ‘Van’ 
(pronounced as won or one; meaning a dense forest), he was called *Ravana". [The 
first letter of the word Ram and the word Van are combined to form the name of the 
demon as ‘Rat+van = Ravana’. | 

There is another interpretation. ‘Ravana’ also means—‘the one who makes 
others weep, cry, lament and wail due to the severe pain, misery, torments, terror and 
sorrows inflicted upon them’ (for Ravana’s actions had made Sita suffer, weep and 
wail). Refer: Valmiki Ramayan, Uttar Kand, Canto 7, verse no. 16. 

Further, he made a lot of noise or false claims, or he used to brag haughtily 
about his achievements, his strength and powers as well as of his invincibility and 
lordship over even the heavens. Wherever he went, he behaved most wildly and acted 
like a savage, making a lot of din and clamour to spread fear and terror. 
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So, the first part of his name Ravana comes from the word Rav for ‘fuss, noise, 
chatter, clamour, nuisance and din". Thus, he became famous as ‘Ravana’ because he 
made a lot of noise and false claims. 

Meanwhile, Lord Ram and Laxman began their search for Sita (18). 
[Note—'There is an interesting connotation of the word ‘Ravana’. Since his name 
includes the Bee] Mantra for Lord Ram which incidentally is also the Beej Mantra for 
the eternal fire element, i.e. the letter ‘Ra’, it implies that Ravana was not an ordinary 
soul but a highly learned and scholarly one. Then, the word ‘Van’, meaning a forest, 
implies that he was a ‘treasury’ of scriptural knowledge and learning. The fact that he 
became a ‘demon’ instead of a living being behooving of his high standard of 
scriptural scholarship, knowledge, learning and erudition as well as his birth in the 
Brahmin race shows how merely literal knowledge and expertise in the scriptures 
would not necessarily mean that a person is exalted, worthy of honour and reverence, 
and spiritually liberated if he has not actually understood the hidden meaning of the 
doctrines and philosophy of the scriptures, and if he has not actually implemented 
them in practice in his life and deeds. 

Ravana had become extremely haughty and arrogant because of his knowledge 
and acquisition of mystical powers that come naturally to them who do severe Tapa 
(penances, austerities, religious exercises), and Ravana had scored high on this count. 
He had done exemplary Tapa so much so that it had pleased Brahma the creator as 
well as Shiva the concluder. There are numerous instances in the story of the 
Ramayana when he has told those who had tried to persuade him to abandon his 
stubbornness and make peace with Lord Ram that he knows fully well that Ram is not 
an ordinary prince but the Supreme Being himself, and that Sita is not an ordinary 
woman but Shakti herself. He had stressed to them that he has purposely created this 
situation of animosity with the Lord by stealing Sita with full knowledge that this 
would lead to his getting slayed at the hands of the Lord, and that this was the only 
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity that he has got for his spiritual liberation from the 
prison of the evil body of a demon that he had acquired for himself due to his own 
follies and misdeeds. He would not let go of this golden chance by any means. When 
we take this point of view of Ravana into account, the whole story of Ramayana 
assumes a divine hue as the story of a highly learned and realised soul who has 
committed some mistakes in the past due to arrogance and lack of wisdom as to what 
his deeds would amount to, but realises and acknowledges later on that he is a sinful 
man. All the deplorable actions of Ravana around which the story of the epic 
Ramayana is woven are actually the attempt of a soul to find redemption for its past 
sins, and find emancipation and salvation once and for all. 

Besides this point of his scriptural knowledge, it is also well established that he 
was the greatest devotee of Lord Shiva at that time. Shiva is the Lord who is 
honoured by the title of being a ‘Maha-Deva’—the great Lord God. Shiva is also the 
patron God of ascetics and hermits, and he is the wisest and most enlightened God in 
the pantheon of Gods. So, the point is—how can one expect an ardent and faithful 
devotee of such a great God as actually being as sinful and unholy internally as 
Ravana’s external behaviour and life has made him appear to be? 

“In this regard there is a legend that when Ravana lifted Mount Kailash, where 
Lord Shiva has his abode, in order to transplant it in his own kingdom of Lanka, Lord 
Shiva had exerted immense pressure on this mountain so as to make it exceedingly 
heavy and difficult to be shifted and moved over to Lanka by Ravana. At that time, 
Ravana had made a lot of fuss and created a lot of nuisance. Hence he came to be 
known as ‘Ravana’. |" 


The ‘ten’ heads of Ravana has a symbolic meaning. Usually the demons had only one 
head like all living beings. They were called ‘demons’ because of their evil and sinful 
deeds, corrupt and pervert mind and intellect, cruelty of behaviour, reckless and 
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ruthlessness tendencies, and despicable general demeanours. The demons had a 
preponderance of the Tama Guna, and a negative nature marked by horribly violent 
and intolerably volatile temperament. They had contempt for ethics and morality; they 
paid no heed to the principles of Dharma (righteousness, probity, propriety, nobility 
and auspiciousness). 

The numeral ‘ten’ simply means that their king Ravana was ten times more sinful 
and ten times more powerful than the rest of them. It also means that negativity and 
evil nature of Ravana was ten times more than other demons of his race. So the Lord 
decided to get rid of this great menace for creation first, and then treat the ten-headed 
Ravana’s killing as a warning to the rest of the demon race to mend their selves or 
face the same punishment. The Lord wished to give the rest of the demons a chance to 
mend their ways out of fear for their lives, if for nothing else. In fact, this is what 
exactly happened. Not all the demons were killed and eliminated from the surface of 
earth during the epic war at Lanka—and the surviving ones were ruled by Vibhishan 
who was the younger brother of Ravana and who had taken sides with Lord Ram in 
the epic war at Lanka in which his elder brother Ravana was killed. 

This proves one more very important and pertinent point—merely possessing a 
gross body like that of a demon does not mean that a Jiva is condemned if his Atma, 
his inner being is not demonic or sinful, and instead is holy and pious like other wise 
and realized souls in this creation. Further, merely Gyan or knowledge of the 
scriptures does not ensure that the creature would be provided with Mukti or spiritual 
liberation and deliverance—this is proved by the fact that though Ravana was an 
expert in the knowledge of the Vedas and other scriptures, and though he was a 
Brahmin by birth, he still was the most evil Jiva alive at that time. Therefore, it is how 
a Jiva (living being, a creature) puts his body and knowledge to practical use that is of 
paramount importance rather than merely possessing a certain type of gross body or 
being able to have an access to knowledge and scriptures. 

Hence, while the Lord felt it necessary to eliminate the demon king Ravana, the 
same Lord made his brother Vibhishan as the king of the remaining demon race. 

There is another interpretation of depicting Ravana with ten heads. He was not an 
ordinary demon or villain, for Ravana was an expert in the four Vedas (Rig, Sam, 
Yajur and Atharva), the four Up-Vedas or sub-Vedas (Dhanur Veda pertaining to the 
science of warfare, Aurveda pertaining to herbal medicines, Arthashastra pertaining to 
economics and public administration, and Gandharva-veda related to music, song and 
dance-drama), the Purans (mythological histories) and the Dharmashastras (other 
scriptures relating to the philosophy of Dharma or the laws of probity, propriety and 
righteousness). But inspite of having thoroughly studied all the Vedas and scriptures, 
inspite of being an expert in their tenets, and inspite of having this huge body of 
knowledge at his disposal, Ravana still became extremely pervert and sinful because 
of his vanity, passions, lust for power, ego, haughtiness and arrogance. He did not 
understand the spiritual message and meaning of the scriptures, and he did not utilise 
this knowledge for his spiritual welfare, most probably because he limited himself to 
their literal knowledge only, a knowledge that gave him immense temporal powers 
and fame but proved to be his unmaking. 

This has the message for all spiritual aspirants and seekers of Mukti that mere 
knowledge of the scriptures is not sufficient for one’s salvation; one must implement 
them in practice. By killing Ravana the Lord has sent a strong message to such people 
who are proud of their overpowering control over the literal versions of the scriptures 
that salvation is not theirs if they are not careful in how they utilise this knowledge 
and skill intelligently with proper wisdom. The Lord would not excuse them even if 
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they are Brahmins (Ravana was a Brahmin by birth) and learned (Ravana was 
matchless in his knowledge of the scriptures) if they become sinful and fall from their 
path. 

Why is he known as ‘Ravana’? According to one story, once Ravana got on his 
chariot and flew above Kailash, the mountain abode of Lord Shiva. Nandi, the mount 
of Shiva, told him to stop, but the arrogant Ravana did not pay any heed. So Nandi 
blocked his path in the sky. Peeved and feeling insulted, Ravana scooped up the entire 
mountain and put it on his shoulder to throw it somewhere. Lord Shiva used his might 
and pressed the mountain with his big toe. This crushed Ravana under the weight and 
the pressure, and he began to yell. He remained for a thousand years crushed under 
the weight of the mountain and continued to pray to Lord Shiva to free him. At that 
time Shiva cursed him—‘you have been wailing for so long under the weight of the 
mountain and you are in the habit of making others wail by your cruelty, so your 
name will be Ravana, or ‘the one who wails himself and make others wail too’.’ This 
story is narrated in Anand Ramayan, Saar Kand, Sarga 13, verse nos. 84-85. 

His ten heads—Ravana had pleased Lord Shiva by offering his own head. As soon 
as he offered one head, another came up on his shoulder. He continued to offer them 
ten times, and each time a new head was created. 

Once, the monkey king of Kishkindha, Vaali (or Baali), had put Ravana under his 
armpit for many days while the latter had gone to challenge the former when he was 
doing some worship. Peeved by Ravana’s arrogance and impertinence, Vaali had 
tucked him under his arms to stop him from annoying him any further. When his 
worship was finished and he had returned back to his capital at Kishkindha, he 
realised that Ravana was still squeezed under his armpit. So he released the latter and 
made a pact of friendship with him. Angad, the emissary of Lord Ram, refers to that 
incident when Ravana had tried his best to escape from Vaali but could not do so, and 
remained clamped and squeezed under his armpit for a long time in Ram Charit 
Manas, Lanka Kand, Doha no. 24. This story is narrated in Valmiki Ramayan, Uttar 
Kand, Sarga 34; Veda Vyas’ Adhyatma Ramayan, Uttar Kand, Canto 2, verse nos. 58- 
59; and in Anand Ramayan, Sarkand, Canto 13, verse nos. 96-101. 


There is another legend associated with Ravana. Once, he had asked Lord Shiva to 
come and stay at Lanka, the demon capital. But the Lord refused. So, determined to 
fulfill his wish, Ravana had scooped up the entire mountain Kailash where Shiva lives 
in the upper reaches of the Himalayas in his bid to plant the whole mountain at Lanka. 
The Gods were flabbergasted and shocked at this, so they devised a device whereby 
the Wind God and the Water God entered Ravana’s abdomen, which resulted in a 
strong urge in him to urinate somewhere between the original location of Kailash and 
Lanka. 

Now it so happened that at the time of lifting the mountain, Ravana had 
pledged that he will not place Mt. Kailash on the ground before reaching Lanka, and 
should he do so then he would not be able to lift it again. Taking advantage of this 
pre-condition, the two Gods, the Wind and Water Gods, created a situation whereby 
Ravana could no longer hold his urine, and putting Kailash at a secure place he wnt to 
relieve himself. But when he came back, the great mountain refused to budge. This 
immensely annoyed Ravana and in disgust he pushed the Shiva’s Lingam with his big 
toe so hard that it sunk into the ground. It is believed that this insult that Ravana did to 
Shiva was the root cause of his fall and final death—because Shiva’s eleventh form 
known as ‘Rudra’, the God of wrath and annhiliation, assumed the form of Hanuman, 
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the monkey warrior who led the charge of Lord Ram’s army on Lanka that culminated 
in Ravana's death and defeat of the entire demon army. | 


ya St SARA AAT | AS A PAH ATMA Il 3 I 
"fere si tar eefa SIT | tas ÍSTHTSD Sey TT TTA N Ul 
ara faster ate erm ura 1 farepora ferar Prem t & t 


bhüpa anuja arimardana nama. bhaya'u so kumbhakarana baladhama. 3. 
saciva jo raha dharamaruci jasu. bhaya'u bimatra bandhu laghu tasu. 4. 
nama bibhisana jehi jaga jana. bisnubhagata bigyana nidhana. 5. 


The king's younger brother named Arimardan became a demon named Kumbhakaran 
in the new birth. He was a virtual treasury of strength and valour. 

[To wit, Kumbhakaran became Ravana's younger brother, and he was 
exceptionally strong, possessing immense strength and valour.] (3) 


The king's chief minister who took interest in the principles of ‘Dharma’ 
(righteousness, probity, propriety, nobility in thought and conduct) became his 
younger step-brother!. (4) 


His name was Vibhishan. The world knows him as one who was a devotee of Lord 
Vishnu, and as one who was well endowed with the virtues of wisdom, sagacity, 
prudence and intelligence?. (5) 


[Note— King Pratapbhanu must have had many ministers like other great kings. But 
one of them was very close to him and the chief amongst all the ministers. He was the 
king's main advisor. This chief minister became Ravana's step-brother named 
Vibhishan. 

This minister was not directly related to the king by blood, but since he was so 
nice and sagacious the king treated him like his own brother. So in the next birth too 
they were brothers but separated by blood— Vibhishan became Ravana's step-brother 
instead of being his direct blood-related sibling like Kumbhakaran who was 
Pratapbhanu's direct younger brother in the previous life. 

According to Mahabharat, Vanparva, Chapter 275, Vibhishan is said to bea 
step-brother of Ravana. Briefly this story is as follows:- 

Kuber, the treasurer of Gods, had appointed three young maidens of the 
demon race to serve sage Visrawa who happened also to be Kuber's father. Their 
names were Pushpotkataa, Raakaa and Maalini. They were experts in music and 
dance, and they used to keep the sage entertained. The sage was eventually pleased by 
their service and blessed them with boons that they would have three sons who would 
be as powerful and glorious as the three Lokpals, the three custodians of the three 
divisions of the world. By-and-by, Pushpotkataa gave birth to two sons—Ravana and 
Kumbhakaran, and Malini gave birth to a son named Vibhishan. The third woman 
named Raakaa gave birth to a daughter named Supernakha. Refer: Mahabharat, 
Vanparva, Chapter 275, verse nos. 7-8. 
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“It was expected of Vibhishan because in his previous life also he was a noble chief 
minister of king Pratapbhanu, and had always taken interest in following the 
principles of Dharma. That is why he was honoured with the name of 
‘Dharmaruchi’—one who takes interest in matters related to Dharma. | 


TW Wt Yd Wen TU chr | aT Pare ae SIT IU 8 Ul 
PEET Wer ÍsrTH AT | pfect werent fermer fersrenr tt 9 N 
wur ted fan Ga ot ahr a safe faa ufvardt i c u 


rahe je suta sevaka nrpa keré. bha'e nisacara ghora ghaneré. 6. 
kamarüpa khala jinasa aneka. kutila bhayankara bigata bibeka. 
krpa rahita himsaka saba papi. barani na jahim bisva paritapi. 4. 


All the sons of the king (Pratapbhanu) as well as those who were serving him, along 
with their own kith and kin, became demons in their next birth. These demons were 
extremely ferocious and vicious, and countless in numbers. (6) 


All of them were personified forms of passion and lust, and they had magical powers 
by which they could assume any form they wished'. They were of many classes and 
orders. All were however highly wicked and deceitful, were fierce and terrible by all 
means, had no wisdom worth the name, and lacked all sense of propriety and probity. 
(7) 

[ Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha 
no. 181 where also this unique quality of the demon race has been reiterated. ] 


They had no trace of mercy or compassion in them. They were all sinful, cruel, 
vicious and ferocious to the extreme. It is not possible to narrate the way they 
ruthlessly tormented the whole world with virtual impunity. (8) 


Ao. Saat Halt Uae UE BAST STITT | 
wafü Etat 2m TA UT Meher STRAT I 998 N 
doha. 


upaje jadapi pulastyakula pavana amala anüpa. 
tadapi mahisura $rapa basa bha'e sakala agharüpa. 176. 


Though the demons were born in the worthy and honourable clan of sage Pulsatya 
which was held in great esteem, a family that was revered, free from taints, and 
deemed to be pious and holy, yet by the virtue of the curse of Brahmins the monstrous 
off-springs of the same clan became loathsome and degraded to the extreme, reaching 
the nadir of spiritual depravation and sinfulness, and transformed into embodiments of 
every sort of vice, evil, cruelty and wickedness that can be thought of. (Doha no. 176) 


[Note—So far we have read about the life of Ravana in his previous birth. Now in the 
next Chapter no. 2 we shall read about his and his sibling's birth in the clan of sage 
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Pulastya, and the establishment of the demon kingdom with its capital in the island of 
Lanka. ] 


3K 2K 2 8 K K K 


Part 1 


Chapter 2: The Birth of Ravana 
And the Establishment of the Demon Kingdom 


As a result of the Brahmins’ curse all the members of king Pratapbhanu’s family, 
either close or distant, as well as all his ministers, courtiers, servitors, commanders of 
the army, and all others who directly or indirectly served him or were related to him, 
became demons in their next birth. 

In this Chapter no. 2 we will read the part of the story of Ravana which 
narrates his and his sibling’s birth, their attainment of supernatural powers that made 
them so feared and invincible, and the establishment of the Demon Kingdom with its 
capital at Lanka, a golden city situated on an island in the middle of the ocean. 

For this narration we be reading from two celebrated classics, viz. (1) Anand 
Ramayan said to have been written by sage Valmiki, and (ii) Adhyatma Ramayan that 
was penned by sage Veda Vyas. 

This Chapter is divided into 3 sections: the Ist section (no. 2.1) quotes the 
story from Anand Ramayan, the 2™ section (2.2) from Adhyatma Ramayan, and the 
3" section (2.3) from Ram Charit Manas. 


Section 2.1: 


Anand Ramayan 


Anand Ramayan narrates the story of the birth of Ravana and his siblings, the early 
period of his life when he and his other two brothers acquired their boons, how he 
gradually became so evil, the manner of his reckless and extremely pervert behaviour, 
his repeated defeats in battle and severe humiliation inspite of his claim to 
invincibility and suzerainty over the whole world, how inspite of these setbacks and 
insults he was never ashamed of himself, and how this behaviour caused him to be 
repeatedly cursed, a development that virtually neutralized the benefits of his boons, 
and which ultimately resulted in his death at the hands of Lord Ram. 


This fascinating story is told in Anand Ramayan, Sarkand Kand, Canto 13, verse nos. 
1-139. It was narrated by Lord Shiva, the third of the Trinity Gods, to his divine 
consort Parvati. 
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Now, let us proceed with the narration. 


vkuthj lek . Is 
| Kd k Me~ 


anandaramayan, sarkand, canto 13, verse nos. 1-139. 


,ünkjKloae'Vqe(ufHübd ah ao %A 

+; KSjleskl aluekur?o| mi Ko’ kr -AMAA 
mi fo'VEocá"Vkp eq; Isjlei ft r KA 

| à'Vd ġky Kol oZjlead ġky ec qu -M2M 


anandaramayane 


sarakandam 


ekada raghavam drastum munibhih kumbhasambhavah / 
yayau ramena sammanamanitah sa upavisat // 1 // 
upavistah prahrsta$ca munayo ramapüjitah / 
samprstakusalah sarve ramam kusalamabruvan // 2 // 


Lord Shiva said (to his divine consort Parvati), “Listen dear. One day a large group of 
sages led by sage Agastya came to see ("drastum"; meaning to visit; to meet) Lord 
Ram (at Ayodhya). After being warmly welcomed and shown due respect by the 
Lord, he was given an honourable seat to sit down. (1) 


All other sages who accompanied him were similarly worshipped by Lord Ram and 
given seats upon which all of them cheerfully sat down. When the Lord enquired 
about their well-being as a gesture of courtesy, they replied that everything was fine 
with them. (2) 


d àk ar segkek kI oZ j?kgauA 
fn'Vóslulaci '; lelsgr'kcgfjae AA3AA 
fn"VÓk Ro; k gr Kol oZe8kulnin; Is! jjÀ 
gRok j (Hs. KJ oki -—r-—R k| t ofl AMAA 


120 


kusalam te mahamabo sarvatra raghunamdana / 
distyedanim prapasyamo hatasatrumarimdama // 3 // 
distya tvaya hatah sarve meghanadadayo'surah / 


hatva raksoganansarvan krtakrtyo'dya jivasi // 4 // 


Then they told Lord Ram, ‘Oh Raghunandan (literally one who was born as a son in 
the race of the great legendary king of Ayodhya who was called Raghu; i.e. Lord 
Ram) who are renowned the world over for valour, courage and strength of arms 
(mahamabo sarvatra raghunamdana). 

We are indeed very glad to see you seated on the throne as a victor after your 
successful campaign against a formidable enemy whom you had vanquished and 
crushed. You are surely and without gainsay the one who always trounces his enemies 
(arimdama)! (3) 


It is a matter of great fortune and good luck for you that you had been able to slay the 
demon Meghanad' along with all other demons. 

As a result of this stupendous feat here you are present with all your majesty 
and glories at their zenith, and are being honoured for having eliminated all of them 
and accomplishing your mission successfully. [So we congratulate you for this 
extraordinary victory, and wish you all the best.]’ (4) 


[Note—'Meghanad was the son of the demon king Ravana.] 


bfr rSMaop%) Rok jkeLr kę k | (Ler A 

fd eFKE hK; ie He Zluknis| dhr 2 %AA5AA 
bfr jleop%) gok x fLr Lr oy kd r °A 

d ék kuLr nk j leacl& k opuecplr ~AA6AA 


iti tesam vacah $rutva ramastanpraha susmitah / 
kimarthamadau yusmabhirmeghanado'dya kirtitah // 5 // 
iti ramavacah $rutva'gastistairavalokitah / 
kumbhayonistada ramam pritya vacanamabravit // 6 // 


Hearing these words laced with some sort of mystery, Lord Ram smiled with 
amusement and asked the sages, ‘Oh sages, out of all the demons who were killed in 
the war why did you single out Meghanad to imply that his killing was the most 
difficult part in the campaign for me, and so his slaying was a real rare achievement 
and a stupendous feat that has given me immense glory that I am being honoured for, 
and which has undisputedly established my fame as an unmatched warrior in the 
world?’ (5) 


When the sages heard these words of Lord Ram, all of them turned to sage Agastya 
looking for an answer. 
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Observing that everyone was amazed at this suggestion and an answer was 
necessary, sage Agastya replied to Lord Ram in affectionate words—(6) 


Uk Ij ke ; FiKollaedkulnL; pé'Vre-A 
t lededjckiral di$lnxnrisee M7AA 
ik -r; qsjle ig LR lscá . Kol q%A 
r.Kcaqqk kal i ¢a=§ 1; Koj qe~AA8AA 


$rnu rama yatha vrttarn meghanadasya cestitam / 
janmakarmavarapraptim samksepadgadato mama // 7 // 
pura krtayuge rama pulastyo brahmanah sutah / 
trnabimdusutayam sa putram trailokyavisrutam // 8 // 


‘Oh Ram, listen. I shall tell you the story of Meghanad in brief, about his birth, deeds, 
and the way he had acquired some rare magical boons. (7) 


Oh Ram, in the ancient age known as Satya-yuga!, one sage named Pulastya, who was 
the son of the creator Brahma, married the daughter of Trinbindu. From her he begot a 
son who who would be an expert in all the Vedas (‘Srutis’), and hence he was called 
‘Visrawa’, literally one who was to become famous in the Triloki’, the three divisions 
of the world. (8) 


[Note—'Sata-yuga is the first age of the four-yuga one cycle of creation and 
destruction. The other three Yugas are Treta, Dwapar and Kali. The present era in 
which we live is the Kali-yuga. 


?The three divisions of the world are the heaven, the earth and the nether world.] 


fue&sfoJ ok ule/ks aosfuf/ka' kike ~A 

Hj } it | qk kap fo} okfuezsl qe~AAQAA 

J 3Baof o. kar LeScl é ks He} f/KÜpj kr ~A 
fof/log o. ke Fk r (VLr UK | k nn kSAALOAA 
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uRokrkrarnkclg u LFkuacã kee AAL2AA 


nirmame viśravā namadheyam vedanidhim subham / 
bharadvajasutayam ca vi$rava nirmame sutam // 9 // 
$restham vaisravanam tasmai prasanno'bhüdvidhiscirat / 
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vidhirvai$ravanayatha tustastattapasa dadau // 10 // 
mano'bhilasitam yanam dhanesatvamakhamditam / 
puspakam capyekada'sau drastum vi$ravasam yayau // 11 // 
puspakena dhanadhyakso brahmadattena bhasvata / 

natva tatam tada praha na sthanam brahmana mama // 12 // 


Befitting his auspicious name, this son, in due course of time, became famous in the 
world as one who was skilled in all the Vedas (primary ancient scriptures). 

Visrawa begot an excellent son by marrying the daughter of sage Bharadwaj. 
His name was Vaisrawan. (9) 


After some time, the creator Brahma became pleased with Vaisrawan's Tapa 
(austerity and penances) and granted him his desired boons, viz. the airplane called 
‘Pushpak’, everlasting lordship over unmatched treasury of wealth, and the title of 
‘Kuber’, the treasurer of the Gods. 

After getting these boons from Brahma, Kuber (which was the newly acquired 
title and name of Visrawan) was very elated. Once he rode his magnificent plane, and 
adorned with the title of being the Lord of Wealth, he went to his father Visrawa to 
give the good tidings to him. However, when he reached his father, who was 
obviously extremely glad at the good fortune that his son had achieved, Kuber 
expressed his dissatisfaction at his acquisitions. 

He complained to his father, “Oh dear father! Brahma has not granted me an 
independent place to live. (10-12) 


nÜleLFls ae; kd e rf}pk ZonLo ele-A 

fo} ok á fi raclg folod efofufeZk AA13AA 

y d kukuh i ġh J SBkI kjsflr | ẹ&Mrk A 

R DRok fo". Hk k & k fofo’ Myr aj! k y e~AA14AA 


dattam stheyam maya kutra tadvicarya vadasva mam / 
visrava hyapi tam praha vi$vakarmavinirmita // 13 // 
larnkanamni puri $restha sagare'sti sumamdita / 

tyaktva visnubhayaddaitya vivisustam rasatalam // 14 // 


So please think the matter over and tell me a place befitting my stature where I can go 
and live.’ 

Visrawa replied, ‘A very beautiful and most excellent city called Lanka had 
been constructed by Vishwakarma (the Gods’ architect). It is situated in the middle of 
the ocean. The demons who used to dwell there had abandoned it out of fear of Lord 
Vishnu (and hence it is lying vacant). (13-14) 


| GkaRoaol rL; kafg r FAR @ROk /ku oj %A 
xRokrL; kafpjad ky egk firl ar %AAL5AA 
d fLafüp ÜoFk d ky sfg | ely ule j KH %A 
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sukham tvam vasa tasyam hi tathetyuktva dhanesvarah / 
gatva tasyam cirarn kalamuvasa pitrsarnmatah // 15 // 
kasimmiücittvatha kale hi sumalinama raksasah / 

duhitra vyavacaradbhumau puspaketum dadarsa sah // 16 // 


You go there and live comfortably.’ 
Thanking his father and saying ‘so shall it be’, Kuber went there (Lanka) and 
lived there for a long time. (15) 


Some time passed without any development. Once a time a demon named Sumali 
came to the surface of the earth with his daughter to roam around (and show her the 
sights of the new world)'. 

During the course of their wanderings he sighted the wonderful plane called 
Pushpak in the sky. (16) 


[Note— When the demons had abandoned Lanka because they had feared Lord 
Vishnu, the third of the Trinity Gods and the protector of the world, they went to the 
nether world and started living there. Once upon a time one of these demons decided 
to take his daughter to the surface of the earth for sight-seeing and to show her the 
‘other side of the world’ where their erstwhile kingdom of Lanka was situated.] 


fork fpa; ek jkk kuke gk uKhA 

dg! hru; lg xPN fo) ol aeqfue~AA17AA 
oj; Lo eq&r& %r k Wis! qo kg KoA 

Hfo"; flr /kuk; {kr Y; k ukfgr d Kj. KoAAI8AA 


hitaya cimtayamasa raksasanam mahamanah / 

kaikasim tanayamaha gaccha visravasam munim // 17 // 
varayasva munestejahpratapatte sutah sumah / 
bhavisyanti dhanadhyaksatulya no hitakarinah // 18 // 


[When Sumali saw the plane he became pensive as recollected the good old days 
when the demons had inhabited it and were enjoying the good things of life. ] 

As he was worried about the future of the demon race and seeking some way 
to ensure their welfare (as well as to take revenge upon the Gods, especially Vishnu 
who had forced the demons out of Lanka), he prevailed upon his daughter named 
Kaikasi to go to sage Visrawa and please him. When successful in doing so she 
should ask the sage to bless her with sons befitting the greatness and the mystical 
powers that the sage possessed. ‘These sons of yours would be as majestic, powerful 
and strong as Kuber (because they too would have the sage’s genes in them). If this 
succeeds then it would auger well for all of us as a race of demons.’ (17-18) 


Ikl á; k ka; ; S' WelaegsxsQ ofLFir k A 
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sa samdhyayam yayau Sighram muneragre vyavasthita / 
likhanti bhuvi padarngusthena cadhomukhi sthita // 19 // 
tamaprcchanmunih ka tvam sa"ha tvam vettamarhasi / 

tato dhyatva munih sarvam jfiatva tam pratyabhasata // 20 // 


In accordance with this plan, she (Kaikasi) went to the sage (Visrawa) in the evening 
hours. She started scrapping the earth shyly with the big toe of her leg, digging a 
shallow furrow in the earth, and stood before the sage. [Her demeanours and gestures 
clearly hinted that she wished to have some passionate moments in private with the 
sage.] (19) 


The sage glanced at her and asked who she was. She replied (in a lust-full tone) that 
(being a great sage who possesses transcendental powers) he could know the answer 
himself if he so desired. 

The sage meditated for some time and became aware of everything. (20) 


K k ar oKHy f'k ae UKoi elu Hell fl A 

nk. k kar qog k ekrkfl | @/; esAM1AA 
vr Lr snk. KSi q15j KK KI bfo" r%A 

| k cohe gu’ Kn aRoÙkel; 9ŝ0/KSI q KSAA22AA 


jhiatam tavabhilasitam mattah putranabhipsasi / 
darunayam tu velayamagata'si sumadhyame // 21 // 
ataste darunau putrau raksasau sambhavisyatah / 
sa'bravinmunisardulam tvatto'pyevamvidhau sutau // 22 // 


The sage replied, ‘I have become aware of your wishes. You want to have sons from 
me. But oh the lady with a narrow waist (sumadhyame)!, you have come here at a 
most inappropriate time (because these are twilight hours and not the proper time for 
conceiving good and noble sons). This is why you shall give birth to two monstrous 
who would become terrible demons.’ 

Taken aback, she pleaded with the sage, ‘Oh great sage! Is it ever remotely 
possible that I shall get sons like the monsters you have just said they would be even 
from such a great and blessed sage like you are, one who is regarded as being a lion 
(king) amongst sages (Munisardulam)? (21-22) 


[Note--'In ancient classical literature of India, the beauty of a woman is usually 
described by citing one or more of her physical features that stand out as being the 
most remarkable. In the case of Kaikasi, she being the daughter of a monster named 
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Sumali, the only physical feature that could be described as ‘beautiful and attractive’ 
in her was her slim waist. | 


rlekyklret k; LrsHfo"; fr eglefr %A 

rr%l kl desi ¢ku~; Fid ky sl q/; ek A23AA 
jlo. kad @Hd . Kap © kp h' ky. K Ka' Me ~A 

d iul fad ult à ar r y ar afoHd'k le -AA24AA 
j ko. Kod éd . kp =; lenigrjLrFIK A 

ng Dic K. khp cHwe du fgà d KoAA25AA 


tāmāhāntimajo yaste bhavişyati mahāmatih / 

tatah sa susuve putrān yathakale sumadhyama // 23 // 
ravanam kumbhakarnam ca kraurncim Supranakham subham / 
kubhinasim kaniyamsam trtiyam tam vibhisanam // 24 // 
ravanah kumbhakarnasca trayo duhitarastatha / 

durvrttah pranibhaksasca babhüvurmunihimsakah // 25 // 


Then the great sage blessed her, saying, ‘Alright; your last son would be very wise 
and noble.’ 

After some time, three sons were born from the lady who had a beautiful waist 
(i.e. from Kaikasi). (23) 


Ravana, Kumbhakaran, Kraunchi, Supernakha, Kumbhinasi, and the youngest of the 
siblings who was called Vibhishan (were the names of her six children)’. (24) 


Out of the six children, the first two sons Ravana and Kumbhakaran, as well as the 
three daughters (Kraunchi, Supernakha, Kumbhinasi) became very immoral monsters 
who were cruel flesh eaters, devouring all living beings (ogres) and killing sages and 
ascetics. (25) 


[Note—'There were six children of Kaikasi. Her three sons were Ravana, 
Kumbhakaran and Vibhishan, and three daughters were Kraunchi, Supernakha and 
Kumbhinasi. Ravana was the eldest, and Vibhishan the youngest. ] 


, d nk jlo. Ksekek fy a kFkac f'k %f’ oe ~A 

drd@cl éedjk ~d K sd eZntd j e~AA26AA 

fd ápRL- hy af’ Kf NÜok oh Ha"KMt Loj 886A 
-RkilBafg ngL; rüewaf KI Lr Fkk AA27AA 
rnxai ln; Ib —Rok ' kd wa (y ffir Fkk A 

r æ lM- Rok Uceky KH%' kr és Fk | gLz' KoAA28AA 
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, 0a— Rok LongL; oh Ka"kMeé Loj 8§ GA 
pdk Loegka8 xláloaxk ua' kike -AA29AA 


ekada ravano matra lirngartham presitah sivam / 

kartum prasannamakarot kailase karma duskaram // 26 // 
kimcitstriyam siraschittva vinam sadjasvarairmuhuh / 

krtva pitharn hi dehasya tanmülarn sirasastatha // 27 // 
tadagram padayoh krtva $amkünamgulibhistatha / 

tamtrih krtva'ntramalabhih $atoso'tha sahastrasah // 28 // 
evam krtva svadehasya vinam sadjasvarairmuhuh / 

cakara svamukhenaiva gamdharvam gayanam Subham // 29 // 


One day Ravana's mother Kaikasi sent him to Lord Shiva to bring the Lord's symbol 
known as the Shiva-Lingam. 

Obeying his mother, Ravana went to Mt. Kailash (where Lord Shiva is 
believed to dwell) and did a most astonishing thing that defies imagination to please 
Lord Shiva. (26) 


[What did he do?] He made an Indian lute out of his own body (so that he could use 
this musical instrument to play a sweet tune to accompany the prayers that he would 
offer to Shiva to please him)! 

He crafted the upper part of this lute from a part of his own skull that he cut- 
off. Then he used his body to mould the rest of the lute. He used his legs to make the 
lower part of the lute, his fingers as the knobs and the pegs, and pulled out his own 
intestines to make countless fine wires that were tautly tied around these pegs and 
knobs so that they would produce musical notes when pulled or struck. In this 
wondrous way he made a unique and magnificent lute. 

After that he began singing beautifully like the Gandharvas (the singers of 
heaven), using the lute so crafted from his own body to produce all the six categories 
of tunes and notes that are deemed to be alluring, sweet and charming in classical 
Indian music. (27-29) 


rnk ualojacky 'kd j ky kel’ kd j %A 

fK %l akg gLrs Ro; kok; k| j ko. K6AA30AA 
vkefya jk aRola' kd jlsu cn; fr A 

anxrafg e; k Kk a'kkéRa; Kg LoLFky e~AA31AA 


tada narndi$varam praha samkaro lokasamkarah / 

sirah samdhaya hastena tvaya vacyo'dya ravanah // 30 // 
atmalirnga raksasam tvarh Samkaro na pradasyati / 

hrdgatarh hi maya jfiatam sambhostvam yahi svasthalam // 31 // 


Then Lord Shiva, who does good for the whole world, asked his close attendant 
Nandi, the Bull, to go to Ravana and fix his head (put it back on his body) with his 
own hands. Then Nandi was asked to tell Ravana, ‘Lord Shiva will never give the 
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Lingam, which he holds very dear to his heart, to a demon like you, for I (Nandi) 
know the inner thoughts of Shiva (as I am very close to the Lord and his confidante). 
So therefore you should go back to your place. (30-31) 


bR Rok ¢Sk ky %! jlo. KoL=LFky Ro; kA 
bfr 'kkep%j &k;;lSuahl jo. ke ~AA32AA 
fhol ad; glrs fok arat os; r ~A 
r PN gok j lo. kÜpki |efrOE r kafu’ Ke ~AA33AA 


ityuktvā presaniyah sa ravanah strasthala tvaya / 
iti Sambhorvacah śrutvā yayau namdi sa ravanam // 32 // 
sirah samyojya hastena sviktam tar nyavedayat / 
tacchru tva ravanascapi samatikramya tam nisam // 33 // 


Shiva instructed Nandi that after telling Ravana this, he must send him back home. 
Hearing these words of Lord Shiva, Nandi went to Ravana. (32) 


He stitched Ravana’s head back on his body and told him what Lord Shiva had said. 
But even after hearing Shiva’s words (instructions), Ravana did not return home but 
stayed there during the night. (33) 


pdk iwinxwaf}rh fnol siq%A 
ufUnuk ' ld j Up Ki i waa os; r ~AA34AA 
bRFlan’k fnuki 9 xrku j.k; p A 

v Fk r Rd eZkk rivo ldjlsxk us p AA35AA 


cakara pUrvavadganam dvitiya divase punah / 

nandina $amkara$capi pürvavattam nyavedayat // 34 // 
ittham dasa dinanyeva gatani ravanasya ca / 

atha tatkarmana tustah $amkaro gayanena ca // 35 // 


The next day Ravana once again began singing praises for Lord Shiva in the same 
way as he had done on the first day. Once again Lord Shiva sent Nandi with the same 
message as was done the earlier day (asking Ravana to go back home). (34) 


In this way, Ravana continued for ten days with his songs using the lute (made daily 
from his own body after it was restored by Nandi the previous evening) and the 
prayers that he offered to please Lord Shiva. (35) 


Hfokcl éLracky oj aj; p$r oSA 
- "Vok ' kgj lo. Kefi ff hl krs | &k %AA36AA 
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oj; kN elblesá kefy aar Fikee A 
i RJ Fidi loZlanég r FRR QRok nniSf' k %AA37AA 


bhütva prasannastam praha vara mvaraya ceti vai / 

drstva $ambhurn ravano'pi sirasa tena samdhitah // 36 // 
varayamasa manmatre hyatmalimgam tatha mama / 
patnyartharn parvatim dehi tathetyuktva dadau sivah // 37 // 


Finally Lord Shiva was pleased with Ravana's perseverance and tenacity of purpose 
with which he had been performing such a difficult penance (as making a lute out of 
his own body) and singing such sweet songs to pray fervently to the Lord. 

So the Lord appeared before Ravana, and stitching his head back to his body 
with his own hands. (36) 


Then he asked Ravana to seek a boon. Ravana asked Shiva, ‘If you are indeed pleased 
with me, then give your Lingam which is so dear to your heart so that I can give it as 
a gift to my mother, and also give Parvati! to me so I can make her my wife!’ 

Saying ‘so shall it be’, Lord Shiva granted the two boons. (37) 


[Note—'Parvati is Shiva’s divine consort! It's so incredulous to believe that Shiva 
would give away his own consort to another person, demon or not, to make it possible 
for him to wed her. This instance shows that Lord Shiva is indeed a true ascetic from 
his inner-core because he is attached to none, not even his own wife, as well as a 
matchless and selfless giver of gifts and desired grants like none other in this creation, 
because when he is pleased with someone he does not blink in fulfilling his desires, 
no matter how absolutely absurd, unbelievable and horrible such desires are.] 


xglfok xa d karai q%çkg gjLrnkA 
eUNSKEIARo; k off n' kok afut af’ Kj %AA38AA 
[E xs Nénra; LeKeKis| FAM fg A 
n’k foak qMpKi Hfo' fÙ fxjkee AA39AA 


grhitva gamtukamam tam punah praha harastada / 
mattosartham tvaya vira dasavaram nijam sirah // 38 // 
khangena cheditam yasmattasmatte'dya siramsi hi / 
dasa virnsadbhujascapi bhavisyanti gira mama // 39 // 


When he (Ravana) took possession of them (i.e. the Shiva Lingam and Parvati) by the 
virtue of the boon granted by Lord Shiva and was on his way back home, the Lord 
blessed him further, saying, ‘Since you had cut your head ten times with a sword to 
please me, so I bless you that you will have ten heads and twenty arms". (38-39) 


[Note—'An ordinary individual has two arms and a head. Hence the arithmetic of this 
boon is simple—viz. if Ravana should have ten heads because he had chopped-off his 
heads ten times to offer them to Lord Shiva, then he must also have a proportionate 


129 


number of arms to go with each of these heads, i.e. each head must have two 
accompanying arms, which means ten heads would have twenty arms.] 


rrol jk. Mr Whsfx ft Ky al aq'A 

foak Q kn’ kx in*oLoLFky ax Ur qj r %AA40AA 

d Yi Ha PN r f K Ko kr ok ac[ MMr S.A 

| çk %Lof’ kj MHfgZ' kr ); Hay 960 fpr -AMIAA 


tatah sa ravanastusto girijalimgasamyutah / 

vimsadbhujo dasagrivah svasthalam gantumudyatah // 40 // 
kalpabhedacchatasirah satavaram prakharnditaih / 

sa proktah svasirobhirhi Satadvayabhujah kkacit // 41 // 


Thus becoming ten-headed and twenty-armed, Ravana joyously started on his journey 
back to his place with Parvati and the Shiva Lingam that he had got by Shiva's boon. 
(40) 


In some other ancient versions of this story which date back to some different Kalpas 
(eras or epochs that relate to different frames of time in the cycle of creation— 
“kalpabheda”) than to the one which is being narrated presently, Ravana has been 
described as having a hundred heads and two hundred arms. (41) 


rlek) árolu-fo" MjRoaraekZcrk Zp A 

r FSK Kir Vsfy a ax kd . kaj lo. KWo; k AM2M 
x glfok LFkfi r ai waj lo. kefi x ga; ; KA 
ealsjlagj sk; Ky Coke; | qla' Mie -AM3AA 


tasmadvi hrtavan visnustvam tam marge pratarya ca / 
tathaivabdhestate limgam gokarnam ravanattvaya // 42 // 
grhitva sthapitam purvam ravano'pi grham yayau / 
marhdodarim harervakyallabdhva mayasutam subham // 43 // 


[Lord Shiva continued his narration to Parvati and said—] Then Lord Vishnu 
intervened on the way and snatched you from Ravana's custody and took you away. 
Eventually you too managed to dodge Vishnu and free yourself. 

But when you were taken away by Lord Vishnu, you took along the Shiva 
Lingam with you. Later on when you had freed yourself from Vishnu's custody, you 
had established that Lingam on the shore of the ocean, and this consecrated Lingam 
came to be known by the name of ‘Gokarna’. 

Though peeved and frustrated, but unable to do anything about the matter of 
either retrieving you or the Lingam, Ravana returned empty-handed. 

In due course of time, however, in accordance to the words of Vishnu (that he 
had given Ravana when the latter vehemently opposed Vishnu taking away Parvati 
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from his possession), a beautiful daughter of the demon named Maya (mayasutam) 
was made available to him. She was called Mandodari. [She was to replace Parvati 
and become Ravana’s wife. Refer verse no. 44 herein below.]' (42-43) 


[Note— One can guess what must have probably happened. When Lord Vishnu came 
to know of the developments, he was shocked. It would be extremely outrageous and 
ridiculous if Shiva's consort was married to a demon! So it had to be stopped. Vishnu 
went and by some clever maneuvering and intelligent trick managed to convince 
Ravana that Parvati would not suit him as his wife, and there were far more beautiful, 
charming and sweet virgins available to him in marriage. After all, Parvati was 
already a married woman, and therefore she would not be as satisfying to him as a 
virgin maiden. Besides this, since Ravana has got Parvati against her wishes, it is 
absolutely possible that she would some day betray him in favour of her husband, 
Shiva, and might do something to escape from his clutches, even if it involves killing 
him or poisoning him. Further, her loyalty will be always doubtful. Say then, who in 
his right senses would like to marry such a woman whose very integrity is 
questionable, who may even spy against him in favour of the Gods who were his arch 
enemy? 

Ravana's mind and resolve were distracted by Lord Vishnu's mystical powers 
and the logics he presented. Ravana thought that the arguments of Vishnu were 
strong, and he may have to lament later on if he did not pay heed. So he agreed, but 
on the condition that a virgin lady better in all ways than his present possession would 
be made available to him. In due course of time therefore, as Lord Vishnu had 
promised him, the demon Maya's daughter Mandodari was provided to him in 
marriage. 

As to the question of Lingam being taken away by Parvati when she was 
rescued by Vishnu, it could have been that at the time of her leaving Lord Shiva to go 
with Ravana she had asked the Lord to grant her the permission to keep the Lingam 
with her as a token of remembrance of the him in a far-away and alien land. Ravana 
agreed as he did not see any harm in this arrangement as Parvati was to become his 
wife and live right under his watchful eyes inside the secure four walls of his home. 
He did not think it wise and prudent to make this an issue and create a new hurdle 
when his plans were almost on the verge of being successful and he was about to 
return home triumphantly with the desired trophies. 

So he allowed Parvati to keep the Lingam with her on the way back home. 
Enroute he was intercepted by Vishnu who managed to prevail upon him to let Parvati 
go. Vishnu's magical charm managed to delude Ravana so much that the Lingam 
skipped his attention. It also may be that he was more concerned about getting a 
beautiful virgin as his wife, and his mind was so passionately preoccupied with this 
opportunity which virtually mesmerized him that the lifeless Lingam did not matter to 
him much, more so because it was his mother's desire and not his. Of course he would 
conjure up some convincing excuse for his mother for not bringing the Lingam for 
her, and surely his mother loved him so much that aside some tantrums and angry 
words from her side nothing more would happen.] 


ek Gd k 2l ak rükeskryfTt r%A 
eihis; Ed j Lok afookg r k fj r %AA44AA 
Vef nk /kuk; {ki i d LFlar qd 8| ha 
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matuh karyamasampadya tusnimevatilajjitah / 
mamndodarya'karotsviyam vivaha tosapuritah // 44 // 
ddastvaikada dhanadhyaksam puspakastham tu kaikasi / 
putran dhikkarayamasa yüyam sadha mrtopamah // 45 // 


Unable to fulfill his mother's wishes he felt very ashamed of himself as he could not 
reply her for his failure, and therefore he was very unhappy and discontented. 

But when in due course of time he married Mandodari he once again began to 
feel contented and cheerful. (44) 


One day when his mother Kaikasi watched Kuber, the lord of wealth, wondering in 
the sky seated in the majestic plane called Pushpak, she was overwhelmed with 
jealousy, and sternly rebuking her own sons she vehemently admonished them, saying 
sarcastically, *You are all impotent and inept, and worthless as someone who is dead. 
(45) 


| k RU cálg; seVekt kasuk yfTt r KoA 
rsek opua) ĝok ; : 9k. KÆ qee ~AA46AA 
n’ ko'k gLzk. k d éd . H&d j ÒK %A 
foHh'k Kefi /k Kek | R; /leZj k . KoAA4S7AA 
i po" gLzK.kilnlatBs r fLFko k ~A 

fnQ o" gLzar q/kwhgk k n’ ku u %AA48AA 


sapatnyabamdhum ye ddastva jayamte natra lajjitah / 
te matrvacanam $rutva yayurgokarnamutamam // 46 // 
dasavarsasahastrani kumbhakarno'karottapah / 
vibhisano'pi dharmatma satyadharmaparayanah // 47 // 
pamcavarsasahastrani padamgusthena tasthivan / 
divyavarsasahastram tu dhumaharo dasananah // 48 // 


Aren't all of you ashamed of yourselves when you see the excellence and the glory of 
your step-brother (Kuber)?' [Remember: Kuber was also the son of Visrawa like 
Ravana etc.] 

Stung by this bitter taunt of their mother, the three brothers (decided to acquire 
immense powers that would surpass those of Kuber, and to achieve this they) went to 
where Lord Gokarna was. [Gokarna, as we have read earlier, was the site where Lord 
Shiva's Lingam had been established by Parvati.] (46) 


At that holy place, Kumbhakran did Tapa (penance) for ten thousand years. 
Vibhishan, who was by nature a pious person and one who willingly followed 

Dharma (religious principles, and obeying their good and righteous teachings— 

*dharmatma) as well as one who was a strict adherent to the principles of Satya 
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(satyadharmaparayanah"), did Tapa for five hundred years by standing on the toe 
of his foot. 

The ten-headed Ravana too did severe Tapa for ten thousand years, subsisting 
only by drinking (i.e. inhaling; gulping down) air. (47-48) 


i Wo" gLzaloa' k'k ut glo | %A 
,0a0'K gLzM.k uo rL; kr pø eQAA49AA 

v Fk o" gL=srqn’lesn’ kaf kj %A 

Nük keL; /ke kek cl éksHeict ki fr %AA50AA 


pürne varsasahastram svam Sirsamagnau juhava sah / 
evam varsasahastrani nava tasyaticakramuh //49 // 

atha varsasahastre tu dasame dasamam sirah / 
chettukamasya dharmatma prasanno'bhütprajapatih // 50 // 


At the end of one thousand years, Ravana used to offer one of his ten heads to the 
sacred fire as an offering to Lord Gokarna (ie. Lord Shiva symbolized by the 
Lingam). In this way nine thousand years passed during which he continued to offer 
one head into the sacred fire. (49) 


When ten thousand years passed and he was about to offer his last and tenth head to 
the sacred fire, the Prajapati Brahma (i.e. the Creator) became pleased with his Tapa 
and his firm resolution to achieve his objective. (50) 


molp opuacáà kojaoj; d k{k e~A 
rnisip n'KL; Lreo/; Roao. ké; ge ~AA51AA 
| à. kx; (Ib knot ÜpH jfi A 

Ro Uk; kide 2 Kfo ". Ke Kd tj r > Ké e K6AA52AA 


uvaca vacanam brahma varam varaya kamksitam / 
tadovaca dasasyastamavadhyatvam vrnomyaham // 51 // 
supananagayaksebhyo devebhyascasurairapi / 

tvattah Sabhormahavisnormanusa trnopamah // 52 // 


Brahma said, ‘Oh son! Ask what you desire.’ 

Then Ravana prayed, ‘I ask from you immunity from death, that I may not be 
killed by any of the following: Garud (the celestial vehicle of Lord Vishnu, the Eagle; 
i.e. from all birds), Serpents (from all reptiles and subterranean creatures), Yakshas (a 
sort of half-gods who have great mystical powers and invincible strength, and can 
assume any form), Gods, Asurs (non-Gods; the ogres, demons, monsters and other 
members of this class), you yourself (i.e. the creator Brahma), Shambhu (Lord Shiva) 
and Vishnu. I don’t care about human beings for they are no better than a twig for 
me!.? (51-52) 
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[Note—'Ravana thought that he was being smart by seeking immunity from death 
from all possible quarters that were strong and powerful enough to cause him harm. 
So if the three mighty Gods of the Trinity, such as Brahma, Vishnu and Shiva, along 
with all other Gods and semi-Gods, his peers such as the other demons who may 
challenge his authority, all other creatures who either lived in the sky (such creatures 
being represented by Garud) or could pose danger to him on the surface of the earth or 
even below it (such as the poisonous serpents)—if none of these powerful forces of 
the world would be able to harm him, then what do the humble human beings count? 

This overconfidence of Ravana that no human being would be able to confront 
or kill him led him to leave a loophole through which death would finally strike him 
when the time came—for one day a human being known as Lord Ram would be 
slaying him in the battle-field of Lanka! This is the reason why Lord Vishnu had 
come down on earth as a ‘human being’ in the body of Lord Ram on the prayers of 
the Gods and Mother Earth when the horrors, the miseries and the torments unleashed 
by Ravana became intolerable, and the need arose to put an end of this scourge. We 
shall read about it a little later. | 


r Fi @Pok fof/kr LeSn'k ' HZ k | anA 
folMik ky | nef) eej PoannKeqgk AAS3AA 
foel$gral jLoR k ness nd k&(k le ~A 

d éd . Kafof/Kocky ojaoj; okNre-AA54AA 

| kfi raoj; eK fuæk "k Kl dà ' kike ~A 
'k eH h sp8 fnus’ aca k fi nÙk ku ~AA55AA 


tathetyuktva vidhistasmai daşa Sirsani sarndadau / 
vibhisanaya sadbuddhimamaratvam dadau muda // 53 // 
vimohitam sarasvatya deverndrapadakamksinam / 
kumbhakarnam vidhih praha varam varaya vamchitam // 54 // 
so'pi tarn varayamasa nidrammasanasikim Subham / 
sanmasiye caikadine'sanam brahma'pidattavan // 55 // 


Saying 'so be it', the Creator blessed Ravana further by granting him ten heads 
(because he had offered his heads to the sacred fire for nine times and was ready to 
offer it for the tenth time as well), and granted Vibhishan with wisdom and an eternal 
life!. (53) 


Then the Creator asked Kumbhakaran, who was eager to acquire the exalted stature of 
Indra, the title and honour that the king of Gods possesses, to seek what he wanted. 
(54) 


At this, Kumbhakaran, whose mind was deluded by goddess Saraswati’, asked that he 
wanted to enjoy the pleasure of sleeping for six continuous months, so he should be 
granted the boon of uninterrupted sleep for six months at a time. 
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Hence, in accordance to his wishes, the Creator granted him sleep for six 
continuous months, after which he would wake up to feed himself and once again 
enjoy the luxury of sleeping fast for another six uninterrupted months, and this cycle 
would continue forever. (55) 


[Note—'Ravana had revealed the evil side of his nature by not only showing his greed 
for unhindered power but also his bad intentions of using this power to crush 
everyone, even Death, and thereby overturn the Laws of Nature, by asking that he 
may not be killed by anyone, something that is too far-fetched and impossible in this 
mortal world to implement. The Creator immediately sensed trouble, but he could not 
deny these asked boons to him as he was obliged to recompense Ravana for his Tapa. 
Ravana was uneasy at the prospect of dying, and so being deprived of the pleasures 
and comforts of this physical world and enjoyment of its material objects. 

In the case of Vibhishan, however, the situation was quite the opposite. He 
was a follower of Dharma and Truth, and wise also. So he knew very well that the 
physical gross body of all living beings is perishable, and so it has to die one or the 
other day. He also knew that the world and its material charms are illusionary as they 
don’t actually give lasting and any true pleasure or comfort to the creature; whatever 
joy one seems to get in this world are as transient as a bubble of water, here now and 
gone the next moment. So what is the use of having something that has no pith and 
substance in it, but is only a castle in the air? The only thing that is eternal, even 
without specifically asking for it, is the ‘soul’ or the Atma of all living beings. That is 
why Vibhishan did not ask for eternity as a boon, but the Creator knew that Vibhishan 
was a good demon and a noble soul, and so when he would be granted eternity he 
would understand the true and subtle meaning of this boon, i.e. that his soul would 
find eternal freedom from the cycle of birth and death in this mortal world, as well as 
the countless miseries and pains that accompany it. So even if he has to shed his 
physical body in order to obey the Laws of Nature he still would consider himself as 
being eternal at a subtle and sublime level because his Atma would never die or 
perish. 

Besides this, by being naturally of a spiritual bent of mind and a pious soul, 
Vibhishan was not attached to any of the things of this material world. So therefore, 
when he would become eternal Vibhishan would use this opportunity to spread 
holiness and godly virtues in this world, instead of evil and vices as Ravana was 
expected to do, by all chances, should he be allowed to become eternal. 


*Kumbhakaran wanted to become an ‘Indra’, or a de-facto King of Gods. He was a 
‘demon’ by his birth, so how can he become even a ‘god’ what to speak of being a 
‘king of gods’? The ‘gods’ and the ‘demons’ represented two opposite forces of 
creation—the former stood for goodness and the latter for evilness. Besides this, the 
Creator, who knows the inner thoughts of all living beings, knew for certain that 
Ravana and Kumbhakaran were merely acting as fronts for the huge race of cruel, 
blood-thirsty demons, ogres and monsters; so their wishes were not their individual 
wishes that can be dealt with at the appropriate time in the appropriate manner even if 
they are accepted for now with the hope that any damage caused by them to the fabric 
of creation would be limited only to these two individuals who could be tackled by 
some method in the future, but it would open a Pandora’s Box from which would spill 
out an endlessly enormous volume of poisonous vermins that would be impossible to 
control once they are unleashed. That situation, if it all comes to happen, would be 
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disastrous for the welfare of this creation of which the Creator is the guardian. So he 
cannot allow it to happen. 

Imagine what would happen to the well-being of this creation and its humble 
creatures if one demon brother, i.e. Ravana, cannot be killed by anyone, and the 
second demon brother, i.e. Kumbhakaran, becomes the ruler of the world by 
becoming Indra! It would be akin to having the blazing sun pouring its heat in the day 
and also in the night, with not a breather in between when the scorched and thirsty 
creature could find some rest. 

Hence, the simple way out of this log-jam was to make one of them, in this 
case it was Kumbhakaran, sleep even while the other, in this case Ravana, ran wild 
and amok in the world. At least the unleashed horrors would thereby be halved if 
Kumbhakaran is intoxicated into a deep stupor by making him go to sleep. 

So the goddess of wisdom got into the act and influenced Kumbhakaran’s 
mind which made him ask for this ridiculous boon of being able to enjoy sleep for six 
months at a stretch. Just look at the laughable side of this boon—a person does severe 
Tapa for ten thousand years asks as a boon that he could sleep for six months at a 
stretch! Who would have prevented Kumbhakaran from sleeping as much and as long 
as he wanted to even without the boon? But the Creator did not wish to take any 
risk—so he ensured that at least one half of the torment of this world was avoided by 
making one of the tormentors keep quiet and knocked out by way of sleeping when he 
sealed and delivered this insurance in the form of a ‘granted boon'.] 


rrit) Wexef}f/drsfi xga; ; GA 

| eh h cj y Char ku ~K Wok nMgzl Uke ~AA56AA 
i kr ky KU HZ "o ck Keglrk Sijal Gle~A 

eázolD; K' ML; kfi fu'd i; /kun cy kr -A457AA 


tato'ntarddhanamagamadvidhiste'pi grham yayuh / 
sumali baralabdhamstan jnatva dauhitrasattaman // 56 // 
patalannirbhayah prayatprahastadyairbhuvam sukham / 
mamtrivakyaddasasyo'pi niskasya dhanada balat // 57 // 


After that (1.e. after granting the desired boons to the three demon brothers), Brahma 
disappeared from sight, and they too went back home. 

When Sumali learnt that his grandsons had gained the desired boons, he felt 
very glad and emboldened by this development (as now the demons had almost 
nothing to fear from the Gods, their arch enemies). So he took along other demons 
such as Prahasta etc. with him and came (out of his hiding place in the nether world) 
to the surface of the earth, and began roaming fearlessly as pleased him. 

On the advice of his minister (Prahasta), Ravana forced Kuber out of Lanka 
(where he had been living since he a very long time). [Refer: verse nos. 12-14.] (56- 
57) 


ydkqkajkM &rqyd KK; apdk | 90A 
/kun%fi rjai "Vek R DRok y? dk egk ' K0,AAS8AA 
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xRokd 9K fiNaril kr kk fPNoe-A 
ra l[;euqM; rs$ ifjuánr %AA59AA 
vy dkuxjlar= fuezsfolod eZik A 
fnDi y eugh; f'loL; ojnkur %AAGOAA 


lamkapuryam raksasaistu lamkarajyam cakara sah / 
dhanadah pitaram prstva tyaktva lanka mahayasah // 58 // 
gatva kailasasikharam tapasa'tosayacchivam / 

tena sakhyamanuprapya tenaiva parinamditah // 59 // 
alaka nagarim tatra nirmame vi$vakarmana / 
dikpalatvamanuprapya sivasya varadanatah // 60 // 


Thereafter, Ravana established his own sovereignty over Lanka and began to rule 
over the demon race as its king from this place. 

Kuber went to consult his father (Visrawa), and on his advice he left Lanka. 
[To wit, instead of confronting Ravana, Kuber decided to leave the city on the advice 
of his father, and maintain peace. It was a wise decision as it would have been almost 
impossible to defeat Ravana after the boons of invincibility that he had got from the 
Creator. Any attempt to retake Lanka would have resulted in a horrible blood-bath.] 
(58) 


Kuber then went to the summit of Mt. Kailash and pleased Lord Shiva with his Tapa. 
Kuber befriended Shiva, and on his advice he engaged Vishwakarma (the architect of 
the Gods) to develop a new city called Alka-puri which was to become Kuber's own 
dwelling place and also serve as the capital of the Gods. 

Shiva also blessed Kuber with the honourable title of a ‘Digpal’ (one of the 
chief and senior custodians of this world). (59-60) 


jlo. Msfo| Gt ek nnlS' ky. K War nk A 

i Kj ogánnlór Le&nMd Kj. ; eee ~AAGLAA 

ek Fol Gol qku-l ákafó f'k % k nik Ku ~A 

| gk; Fänn Kr LeSr Rd ksr qer sfpj kr ~AAG2AA 


ravano vidyujjinnaya dadau sUpranakham tada / 

parivarham dadau tasmaim damdakaranyamuttamam // 61 // 
matrtvasuh sutan sarndhum strisirahkharadusanan / 
sahayyartham dadau tasmai tatkamte tu mrte'cirat // 62 // 


After some time, Ravana got his sister Supernakha married to Vidyujjivna, and gave 
the great forest called Dandakaranya to her as a marriage gift. (61) 


In due course of time when her husband died, Ravana sent Khar and Dushan, the two 
sons of his maternal aunt, and others to help her and look after her security. (62) 
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d kul lannkg"kde/ky& k j lo. KoA 
nnKe/kyuar LeSi Kj ogZ u Glee -AA63AA 
[E xft zk ragi hnnkKçE k n' kuu%A 
ijy? dlai Kj ogdnnkr L; Seul$ee ~AAG4AA 


kumbhinasim dadau harsanmadhudaityaya ravanah / 
dadau madhuvanarn tasmai parivarhamanuttamam // 63 // 
khangajihnaya tarn kraurncim dadau premna dasananah / 
paralankam parivarham dadau tasyai manoramam // 64 // 


Ravana betrothed his sister named Kumbhinasi to a demon named Madhu, and as a 
marriage gift gave an excellent forest called Madhu-Van to the couple. [This forest 
was so-called as it was full of bee hives that dripped honey. *Madhu" means honey or 
something that is very sweet, and “Vana” means a forest.] (63) 


Ravana's third sister Krounchi was married off to the demon named Khangajivha, and 
he gave them a most magnificent city called Para-Lanka. [This name suggests that it 
was at least as wonderful, if not more, as the city of Lanka itself.] (64) 


oplgulL; ni$gzfao-Toly$r foj qk ~A 

Lo; aUKaeqkoky d Gd . HZ. jlo. KoAAGSAA 
XUloZK L; | qia' Ig ik; egheu%A 
foHtkk; Hk EEI jek! egkogr ~AAG6AA 


vairocanasya dauhitrim vrtrajvaleti vi$rutam / 
svayamdattam mudovaha kumbhakarnaya ravanah // 65 // 
gandharvarajasya sutam $ailüsasya mahatmanah / 
vibhisanasya bharyarthe saramam sa muda'vahat // 66 // 


A beautiful demon maiden named Vritrajwala, the famous grand daughter of the 
demon Virochan, was offered by her father (the son of Virochan) to Ravana so that 
she could be married to his brother Kumbhakaran. (65) 


Ravana brought a fine lady named Sarama, who was the daughter of Shailusha, the 
great king of Gandharvas (the musicians of heaven), and betrothed her to his younger 
brother Vibhishan. (66) 


rrkselhinjhi qaeSkulnet It ur ~A 
t kekLr q; lsulnaedlok pdk g AAG7AA 
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rr%l ofcyleSkuknis; fefr oSt ukoA 
xgk Kod tll . Nafi fuækQ Kr ks fofu fær %AA68AA 


tato mandidari putram meghanadamajijanat / 
jatamatrastu yo nadam meghavatpracakara ha // 67 // 
tatah sarve'bruvanmeghanado'yamiti vai janah / 
guhayah kubhakarno'pi nidravyapto vinidritah // 68 // 


In due course of time, Mandodari! (the wife of Ravana) gave birth to a son named 
Meghanad^ who began to make a loud noise like the thunder of clouds as soon as he 
was born. (67) 


That is why everyone began calling him by the nickname of ‘Meghanad’. 
Meanwhile, Kumbhakaran went to a cave and fell asleep. (68) 


[Note— Mandadori was the daughter of the demon called Maya. He was the architect 
of the demon race just as Vishwakarma was the architect of the Gods. Refer: (a) 
Anand Ramayan, Sarkand, Canto13, verse nos. 43-44 herein above; (b) Ram Charit 
Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 178; and (c) Adhyatma 
Ramayan, Lanka Kand, Canto 2, verse nos. 39-40. 


?The word “Megha” means a cloud; and “Naad” means a loud, thunderous noise that 
appears to be like the clap of thunder as the storm approaches. Hence the son was 
called *Meghanad' because as soon as he was born he began crying exceptionally 
loudly, and made so great a deafening noise that it was like the burst of thunder.] 


rr%l jlo. WpKi nox Utd Wj ki ~A 

gRok  "Kijoj Kul ku ~fó ; Lr Shei kgj r ~AAG9AA 
/unksfi p rPNfSokjlo.K; QearnkA 
v/ledekd "osr nwok); $ OK; r -AM0AA 


tatah sa ravanascapi devagandharvakinnaran / 

hatva rsi$varannagan striyastesamapaharat // 69 // 
dhanado'pi ca tacchrutva ravanasyakramam tada / 
adharmam ma kurusveti dutavakyairnyavarayat // 70 // 


In the meanwhile, Ravana went on the rampage, thrashing the Gods, the Gandharvas 
(musicians in heaven), Kinnars (male dancers in heaven), the Rishishwars (great sages 
who maintained hermitages but were married and had a family), and the Naagas 
(inhabitants of the subterranean world), and abducting their women by force. (69) 


Kuber, when he heard of this nasty deed, felt very indignant, and he sent a message to 
Ravana through his messengers advising and entreating with him to abstain from 
perpetrating such horribly sinful deeds. (70) 
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rr* Qi kn’ kilt xke /kink ; e~A 
fofuft & /luk; {kat gh rL; i did e~AA71AA 
vydk ka; nk:l IR 1s; kjlo.LrnkA 
fu’ kç led nk Her God q$L; | qs fg M72M 


tatah kruddho dasagrivo jagama dhanadalayam / 
vinijimtya dhanadhyaksam jahara tasya puspakam // 71 // 
alakayam yada"sitsa senaya ravanstada / 

nisayamekada bhratuh kuberasya sutena hi // 72 // 


When Ravana heard this good and sane advice, he got all the more infuriated as he 
took it as an affront to his authority and an attempt by his step-brother to raise fingers 
at him. So he angrily went to attack Kuber, and after vanquishing him he snatched the 
air plane called Pushpak from him and brought it back with him as a trophy. (71) 


At the time Ravana was at Alkapuri with his army of demons to conquer Kuber, a 
celestial damsel or nymph (an Apsara) named Rambha, who was one of the most 
beautiful maidens in heaven, was on her way to Alkapuri at the invitation of 
Nalkuber, the son of Kuber, to meet him. As was the fiat of fate, she arrived at 
Alkapuri at an inappropriate time when the war was raging in the city (between Kuber 
and Ravana), because she was unaware of the developments. She was finely 
decorated, and had magnificent anklets on her legs from which a pleasant jingling and 
bristling sound emanated as she walked. (72) 


[Note— It was this very plane that had aroused jealousy in the heart of his demoness 
mother Kaikasi: refer verse nos. 44-46 herein above.] 


cKFIEKI Ki gkjEHK pd fu; rafnue-A 
vKkroUk oss ;; IS[ Kuwi Louk AA73AA 
jlo. kefi p rkaeVekcy ns cHg oku-A 

fpj keä k Fk oUlal k d Kigal U os; r ~AA74AA 
Owl kfi nnlS' ki ajlo.k egkfeusA 

v| KH n'HL; Up $}j a kafó ; e dle le ~AA75AA 


prarthita sa pura rambha cakara niyatam dinam / 
ajnatavrtta vegena yayau khannü purasvana // 73 // 
ravano'pi ca tam ddastva baladeva prabhuktavan / 
ciranmukta'tha vrttam sa kauberam sanyavedayat // 74 // 
krüddhah so'pi dadau sapam ravanaya mahatmane / 
adyarabhya dasasyaScedviraktam striyamuttamam // 75 // 
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When Ravana’s eyes fell on her he grabbed her and forced himself upon her (raped 
her). 

Rambha managed to free herself after a long time from his clutches, and then 
she went to Nalkuber and narrated the incident to him. (73) 


The angry Nalkuber cursed Ravana vehemently and said, ‘Oh you ten-headed 
wretched fellow. From today onwards if you sexually assault any woman without her 
consent then you will die the same instant.’ 

One of the messengers of Ravana heard this curse and conveyed the news to 
his master. (74-75) 


[Note—Obviously Ravana was not present at the place where Rambha told Nalkuber 
about her experience. On learning the evil deed Nalkuber lost his patience and 
immediately cursed Ravana. One of the spies who must have been following Rambha 
on the instructions of Ravana, or even out of curiosity of his own, heard it, and he, 
being loyal to his master Ravana, immediately reported the matter to him in order to 
alert him.] 


gBK Kf; fr pükga (k lekc Kbfj s fr A 

bfr ‘ki ajlo. Kefi Milo pjoW; r %AA76AA 
rnkH fo; ad efuPNU hau /K'u~A 
rris; eap of.lafuft B | ejsl g%AA77AA 
Lox ® Id ex Whwkdngj k ft ?Hà ; k A 
rrisjlo.leH & ccák fen’ Woj 4M 78A 


hathadbhoksyati cettahim ksanamatranmarisyati / 

iti Sapam ravano'pi Susrava caravakyatah // 76 // 
tadarabhya striyam kamamanicchantim na dharsayan / 
tato yamam ca varunam nirjitya samare'surah // 77 // 
svargalokamagatturnam devarajajighamsaya / 

tato ravanamabhyetya babarndha tridasesvarah // 78 // 


From that day Ravana stopped assaulting and insulting women who were not 
interested in his overtures or who did not like him to disturb them. 

Meanwhile, after vanquishing Kuber, Ravana conquered Yamraj (the God of 
death) and Varun (the God of water) in battle, and then immediately went to heaven to 
launch a campaign with an intention to kill Indra, the king of Gods. 

The ‘lord of the three worlds’ (tridaseS$vara—i.e. Indra) boldly went to face 
Ravana, and captured him. (76-78) 


r PN &ok I gl k:xN e8kuln'*ocr k oku ~A 
-Rok ; 4 egkhg ft Rok f=n’k @ x0e~AA79AA 
bUbea ?kRok - «acn/ok e8kulnisegkcy %A 
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ekp f; Rok Lofi rj ax jIfoskea; ; Si gle ~AA80AA 
càkraelg; led. nsseaeslulnr %A 
nUok ojlék k cà k LoHoua; ; IGAM81AA 


tacchrutva sahasa"gatya meghanadah pratapavan / 

krtva yuddha mahaghora jitva tridasapungavam // 79 // 
indram ghrtva drdham baddhva meghanado mahabalah / 
mocayitva svapitaram grhitvendram yayau purim // 80 // 
brahma tam mocayamasa devendra meghanadatah / 
dattva varannaksasaya brahma svabhavanam yayau // 81 // 


When the most valiant Meghanad heard that his father (Ravana) has been imprisoned 
by Indra, he immediately responded by attacking his father's captor, and after a fierce 
battle he succeeded in vanquishing Indra. (79) 


Then he freed his father (Ravana), and in order to punish Indra for his audacity of 
capturing Ravana, so that Indra dare not repeat it in the future, Meghanad tied him up 
and brought him to his capital (Lanka) as a prisoner. (80) 


Following this incident, the creator Brahma went to Meghanad to intercede on behalf 
of Indra, and managed to prevail upon the former to release the latter. As a bargain, 
Brahma blessed the demons with some boons. (81) 


bUeft ék rL; Hin Hj 2kie A 

jlo. Kafi ; ÜpH mefy "Bil ej fc; %AA82AA 
egluknin; Üpér rLelRcIà ar okz %A 

, r SG Woj Si war fé fe Uae; $j r e -AA83AA 


indrajrinnama tasyabhuttadarabhya raghuttama / 
ravanadapi yascasidbalisthah samarapriyah // 82 // 
meghanadadayasceti tasmatproktam tavagratah / 
etairmunisvaraih pürvam tannimittam mayeritam // 83 // 


[Sage Agastya said to Lord Ram—] ‘Oh Lord Ram, the most excellent king in the 
race of king Raghu of Ayodhya (raghuttama)! It is from then that Meghanad has 
been honoured with title of ‘Indrajeet’ (one who had conquered Indra, the king of 
Gods). 

Indeed, he was stronger and more valiant than his father Ravana, and was ever 
eager to engage his enemy or opponent in a battle (for he enjoyed trouncing them, and 
got sadistic pleasure by tying them up like a slave and seeing their despaired faces). 
(82) 


That is why I had mentioned Meghanad before all other demons slayed by you’, 
because as far as strength, valour, invincibility and battle-abilities go there was no 
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match for him. The sages have reiterated the reason (why Meghanad was superior to 
all other demons) that I given you now. (83) 


[Note—'Refer verse nos. 4-5 herein above. ] 


jlo.Msfot ; h y ld KJ ok ~ft Rok Oesk r qA 

ft Rkofaafu Zrap ok ęh ka; ; Kegk AA84AA 
d$Harlg;leM. cki fj?H$ e%A 

rnk Her k f kangh nit Kal k i fj "ot sAA85AA 


ravano vijayi lokansarvan jitva kramena tu / 

jitva vahnim nirrtir ca vayumisam yayau muda // 84 // 
kailasam tolayamasa bahubhih parighopamaih / 

tada bhita sivam devi dorbhyam sa parisasvaje // 85 // 


[Undeterred by his humiliation on being defeated by Indra, but rather becoming more 
and more aggressive as a means to take revenge, and especially emboldened by the 
proven valour and strength of his son Meghanad as narrated in the previous verses, 
Ravana went on relentlessly with his spree of conquests, vanquishing and bringing to 
heel different gods and custodians of the world.] 


Ravana was triumphant in all his campaigns, and after vanquishing the whole world 
he was so elated that he cheerfully went on a spree of conquest of some of the other 
important gods such as ‘vahnim, nirrtim, vayum and Işan’ (the Fire God, the God 
of Death, the Nether World and the south-west direction, the Wind God, and Lord 
Shiva as well as the God of the north-east direction respectively)!. (84) 


After that, he went to lift Mt. Kailash (the abode of Lord Shiva) with his long 
muscular arms. Terrified of him goddess Parvati panicked, and she tightly clung to 
her husband Lord Shiva (to seek protection)”. (85) 


[Note—'By subduing the two gods of the south-west and the north-east directions, 
Ravana managed to have his sovereignty established over the whole globe, from one 
end to the other, because if we draw a straight line between these two points (south- 
west and north-east) it would be measuring the actual diameter of the earth as it 
rotates on its axis which is tilted at an angle from the perpendicular. 


^We have read earlier how Ravana had managed to trick Shiva in giving away Parvati 
to him through the granting of a boon, and how she had managed to escape with the 
help of Lord Vishnu—tefer: verse nos. 37-42. At that point of time Ravana was still a 
green-horn and he hadn’t gone on a rampage as he did later on, defeating gods and 
abducting their women folk. 

But this time Ravana was very powerful, vigorous and ferocious, and not even 
Lord Vishnu, who had come to her rescue the last time, would dare to challenge him 
this time. Hence, when Parvati observed Ravana coming menacingly to tear off Mt. 
Kailash and take it away, she indeed was really and truly terrified out of her wits as 
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she feared for the worse; she was sore affright that Ravana would wreak vengeance 
upon her for escaping from his clutches the last time. So she panicked and clung to 
her husband for protection. ] 


flolsfi oleilnE xiBs dg N ew A 

Hj an Uok fx fj a[ koĀp d Kj KFk ' ku So’ ku 9 AA86AA 
rnkrfnxfjl EK offy | üKkgnig Z KOA 

foalpKi jlo.K; rkvM Uef(ZIo(k Hr ~AAS7AA 
| rakih; led. Lr Ec) pl$or -A 

r nk ulhWoj ski ' Kr ks; aj lo. Koj %AA88AA 

p pyadeZ; Lek)isd fi rf; er ksl jj A 
oluj 8K 4p 8 uk lax PNEl dki r $,AA89AA 


sivo'pi vamapadangusthena kailasamurddhani / 

bharam dattva girir kharvam cakaratha sanaih sanaih // 86 // 
tada tadgirisambhrtavallisamdhisu daurlatah / 

vimsaccapi ravanasya ta asanmardditah ksanat // 87 // 

sa tenakrandayamasa stambhasambaddhacoravat / 

tada nandisvarenapi sapto'yam ravanesvarah // 88 // 

ca ‘calan karma yasmatte kapitulyamato'sura / 
vanarairmanusai$caiva nasam gacchasi kopitaih // 89 // 


When Lord Shiva discovered Ravana's evil intentions, he pressed the mountain with 
the big toe of his left foot. As a result the great mountain began sinking into the earth. 
(86) 


As the great mountain gradually sank, it pressed under its weight and squeezed all the 
twenty arms of Ravana which he had inserted underneath it to scoop it up from its 
mooring in the earth. Writhing in pain and suffering abjectly, Ravana began yelling 
and wailing in utter despair like a thief who is tied tightly on a pillar and the cord is 
being pulled tighter and tighter every moment. 

At that time Nandi (one of the chief attendants of Lord Shiva; the sacred Bull) 
also cursed Ravana [87-88], saying—'Oh you wicked demon, you are fickle, restless 
and ever-so fidgety like a monkey (because you neither live in peace yourself nor let 
others live their lives in peace, always doing something mischievous that causes 
endless harassment and nuisance for everyone). So therefore I curse you that your 
death would be at the hands of monkeys and humans." [89] (87-89) 


[Note—'This curse of Nandi bore fruit when ultimately Ravana was defeated and 
killed in the epic war of Lanka by an army of monkeys led by Lord Ram, who was 
actually Lord Vishnu in a human form, and his brother Laxman, who was Lord 
Seshnath, the legendary celestial Serpent who is said to hold the earth on his thousand 
hoods.] 
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rr od ky Wr jske a’ EHS foelépr %A 
"Kir ksl; x. 0010; a; ; 6g; i Ue -AA90AA 
cfgxZauia] Gk! gLzk @ulede~A 
el; kasj ko. Wp 0 sj 9k laf’ koi true -AM91AA 


tatah kalantarenayam sambhunaiva vimocitah / 
Sapto'pyaganayanvakyam yayau haihayapattanam // 90 // 
bahirgatarn nrpam $rutva sahastrarjunanamakam / 
madhyahne ravana$cakre revayam sivapüjanam // 91 // 


After some time, Lord Shiva took pity on him (Ravana) and released him (from under 
the mountain which had crushed him under its weight when the Lord had pressed it 
down with the toe of his left foot). 

Ravana forgot all about his humiliation and curse soon after his release, and 
reverted back to his reckless old ways. Ignoring Lord Shiva's warning to behave 
himself, he went to the city (capital) of Haihairaj to fight with him. (90) 


When he reached there he found that the king of the place, who was called 
Sahastrarjun! (sahastrarjunanamakam), was not present on the occasion. So Ravana 
went to the banks of river Narmada, and observing that there was an island in the 
middle of the river, he went there and began to offer worship to Lord Shiva when it 
was noon time. 

[To wit, Ravana went to the city of king Sahastrarun in the morning, 
discovered that the king was not there, and so decided to offer worship to Lord Shiva. 
With this purpose he went to river Narmada, crossed to an island in the middle of the 
river, and started offering worship to Lord Shiva at noon.] (91) 


[Note— Sahastrarjun, pronounced as ‘Sahastraarjuna’, was so-called because he had 
a thousand arms; “Sahatra” = a thousand. Hence his name means ‘a king named Arjun 
who had a thousand arms’. | 


v/krLekeāk k Hy ik Kp | sqr-A 

Lr Ek eK ul Kkt y OlMlaxr iet @%AAQ2AA 
of'Vr ks; qui HHCr ÜMs aj lo. lar nk A 

ly lo; kK /; Wu LFkaK kr Lr Rd eZket 90A493AA 
e@PRok /; ukind al o4; yapOst às | %A 

rs c) bn’ km%d.Bsjlrql qk re-AA94AA 
nnn’ Kuuacl& k d KBfufeZgfLr or ~A 

fd; Rd ky kr jske ig LR s | elépr0A495AA 


145 


adhastasmannarmadaya bhujapasaisca setuvat / 
stambhayamasa niraugha jalakridam gato'rjunah // 92 // 
vestito'yutanaribhistattoyam ravanam tada / 

plavayamasa dhyanastharn jnatastatkarmana'rjunah // 93 // 
muktva dhyanadikam sarvam yuddham cakre'rjunena sah / 
tena baddho dasagrivah kanthe rantur sutaya tam // 94 // 
dadau dasananam pritya kasthanirmitahastivat / 
kiyatkalantarenaiva pulastyena sa mocitah // 95 // 


While Ravana was thus engaged in worshipping Lord Shiva on the island, king 
Sahastrarjun in the meantime was enjoying water-sport in the river. While frolicking 
around in the water he conjured up a wondrous sight using his thousand arms by using 
them to make an artificial dam that stopped the flow of the water of the river. (92) 


At that time, thousands of women, who were his mistresses and courtesans, were 
accompanying him. [Perhaps this is the reason why he blocked the river in order to 
impress them.] 

When the river was blocked, the water began to rise and soon inundated the 
island on which Ravana was offering worship to Lord Shiva. As a result, Ravana was 
submerged in the water and began to float in it. (93) 


This disturbed his meditative posture, and applying common sense he realized that it 
surely must be Sahastrarjun who had blocked the flow of water. 

[Ravana guessed that surely it must be no one else but Sahastrarjun who is 
doing this mischief to tease him and to create hurdles in his worship. He must have 
also heard the loud laughing and jesting of the thousands of women who accompanied 
Sahastrarjun even as the latter himself was splashing around boisterously in the water, 
showing off his strength and prowess to impress the gleeful ladies.] 

Peeved and provoked thus, Ravana left his worship and immediately went to 
challenge Sahastrarjun for a duel. Sahastrarjun, however, easily caught hold of 
Ravana, and tied a rope around his neck (like one ties a pet animal)! Then 
Sahastrarjun gave Ravana with this rope tied around his neck to his son to play with 
like a child plays with a wooden toy elephant. 

[What a supreme form of humiliation it must have been for the mighty king of 
the demon race to be tied like a pet animal, and pulled here and there by a boy who 
treated him like a wooden toy elephant, laughing, jesting, teasing and punching 
Ravana in gleeful abandon!] 

After some time however, sage Pulastya went and managed to get Ravana 
released from this captivity’. (94-95) 


[Note— The reader will note that this is the second time Ravana was tied and held 
captive. The first occasion was when he was captured by Indra, the king of Gods— 
refer: 78. 

But inspite of repeated humiliation Ravana never learnt a lesson as we shall 
read below in verse nos. 96-101 when he was captured and held under armpit by 
Vaali, the king of the monkeys, and then tied under the bed of Angad, Vaali's son, 
where Ravana lay with his face down, and Angad used to urinate upon him!] 
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tato'tibalamasadya jighamsurharipungavam / 

sagare dhyanamasin pascadbhage Sanairyayau // 96 // 
dhrtastenaiva kaksena valina dasakandharah / 

bhramayitva tu caturah samudran ravanam harih // 97 // 
kiskimdham svam yayau vegadagre ddastvamgadam sisum / 
pritya tam cubanam datum dorbhyam katyam nyavesayat // 98 // 
tada bahoscamcalatvatkaksatsa patito bhuvi / 

tam ddastva svajanan stri$ca darsayamasa vai muda // 99 // 


After some time had passed and Ravana had recovered his strength, he wanted to kill 
Vaali, the king of the monkey race. So he went to Vaali who was sitting silently with 
closed eyes and meditating on the shore of the ocean. Ravana wanted to surprise 
Vaali, and so he went stealthily and stood behind him even as Vaali was deeply 
immersed in his meditation. 

[Ravana never mended his wanton, reckless and evil ways; he never learnt a 
lesson from his experiences. So after a while he decided to confront Vaali without the 
least provocation. But he dared not face Vaali from the front, in an open duel, so he 
went from the behind while Vaali was unarmed and meditating, in the hope that he 
would suddenly lunge at his victim and strangulate him to death. This very fact— 
Ravana trying to kill Vaali from the back rather than challenging him for a face-to- 
face battle—showed that at least by now he had realized his limits. But he was so 
ambitious and a wicked fellow to the core that would adopt any way, crooked or 
straight, to fulfill his ambitions to become an unchallenged ruler of the world by 
eliminating all those who may pose a challenge to his authority.] (96) 


However, Vaali got the wind of his presence, so he caught hold of Ravana by one 
sweeping back movement of his mighty arms, lifted him and tucked him under his 
armpit so casually that Ravana dangled there with his face pointing backwards. Then 
Vaali went on a pilgrimage of all the four corners of the world, around the four oceans 
so to say, while Ravana lay pressed in the cavity of his armpit all the while. 

[It is like one carelessly picking up a small pet animal, such as a cat or a 
puppy, if the animal disturbs one while one is engaged in some important work. Vaali 
absent-mindedly just picked up Ravana and pressed him under his arms, in the cavity 
of his armpit. When his meditation was complete, Vaali went on a pilgrimage, but he 
forgot that Ravana was pressed in his armpit. It shows how inconsequential Ravana 
was for Vaali. And it also shows how terrified Ravana must have been that he did not 
dare to stir at all as that would draw Vaali's attention to him, and may be Vaali would 
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be so irked that he may simply crush Ravana to death or at least break some of his 
bones by pressing him harder under his arms!] (97) 


By-and-by, Vaali went to his capital called Kishkindha. There he saw his young son 
Angad. As soon as Vaali lifted his son affectionately to kiss him make him sit astride 
his hips [98], for which of course he had to lift his arms, Ravana fell down on the 
ground from under his armpit where he had been lying pressed hitherto. Seeing him 
fall and writhing like an animal who has developed cramps (because Ravana had been 
lying in a single pose for a long time), the women folk laughed heartily in merriment, 
and drew each other’s attention to this jovial sight [99]. (98-99) 


cáM; ff iel; ccUMWKeglafpje~A 
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premkhasyopari putrasya babandhadhomukham ciram / 
asitso'hgadamütrasya dharadhautanano'surah // 100 // 
svayameva tato vali bahukale gate sati / 

dadavajnam dasasyaya tena sakhyam cakara sah // 101 // 


Vaali put his son's cradle over Ravana, and tied the latter face down to the legs of the 
stand that held the cradle. He kept Ravana so tied for a long time. 

Meanwhile (to add further humiliation to Ravana's already severely 
compromised self-respect that was like rubbing salt on his sore wounds), Angad used 
to urinate while lying on his cradle, and this stinking liquid flowed freely on Ravana's 
face as he lay tied under the foot of the cradle, drenching him all over and forcing his 
face to be washed by Angad's urine. (100) 


In due course of time, Vaali took pity on him voluntarily, and after making a treaty of 
friendship with him he set Ravana and allowed him to go (back to his city Lanka)'. 
(101) 


[Note—'We shall read later on in this wonderful story that when Lord Ram had sent 
Angad as his emissary to Ravana in an attempt to persuade the latter to return Sita, the 
Lord's wife who Ravana had abducted and which was the single cause for the ruinous 
war of Lanka, so as to avoid a blood-bath, and Ravana, not realizing who Angad was, 
had boasted of the immensity of his strength and how he had subdued all the Gods 
and other powerful forces in this creation, was chided by Angad and reminded of this 
incident when he was held a helpless captive under the armpit of Vaali, Angad's 
father. Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-9 that precede 
Doha no. 21 where this event is sarcastically mentioned by Angad, though he did not 
divulge the details in order to spare extreme embarrassment to Ravana. 
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The reader can well imagine how humiliated and insulted Ravana must have 
felt when this long-ago secret event known only to him at that time was made public 
in full court where all the ministers of the demon kingdom were in attendance. 

But Providence is such a powerful force to reckon with that it successfully 
deluded Ravana’s mind so much that he still believed himself as being invincible and 
unconquerable in this creation. ‘Death’ was snarling at him with bared teeth like a 
hungry wolf, but he felt assured there was no danger to him! ] 


jlo. Kol iq%fLFkRok i di dsQ pjR qle-A 
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ravanah sa punah sthitva puspake vyacaratsukham / 
pasyannanavidhanviran yayau patalamuttamam // 102 // 
tatra ddastva puram ramyam baleh kotiraviprabham / 
tattejohatatejastatpuspakam na cacala vai // 103 // 


Once again (forgetting all about his bad past experiences and not at all ashamed of 
any of the earlier events that would have been extremely demeaning for any other 
person of dignity and self-respect), Ravana boarded his Pushpak plane (that he had 
snatched from Kuber) and joyfully roamed around freely all over the world, observing 
its wonderful sights and surreptitiously spying on other warriors and kings who may 
pose any challenge to him. 

By-and-by, he reached the Nether World called ‘Patal’ (patala) which was a 
wonderful and quite extraordinary world. (102) 


Its capital city was as splendorous as thousands of suns. Its attractive forces (which 
we can liken with the earth’s gravitational and magnetic forces) were so strong and 
powerful that they hindered the path of the Pushpak plane, causing it to slow down 
and stop’. (103) 


[Note—'This wonderful and marvelous phenomenon is not quite impossible to 
imagine as modern science has made it quite feasible to actually happen in our day. 
Refer a note appended to verse no. 131 herein below which explains it. ] 
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tatah svayam yayau tüsnimeka eva dasananah / 

puram pravisya taddvari tvam dadarsa ca vamanam // 104 // 
kotisuryapratikasam pitakauseyavasasam / 

caturbhuja sapatnikam dvararaksanatatparam // 105 // 


The ten-headed Ravana stepped down quietly from his plane and went to see the city. 
There at its gate he found you (Lord Ram) in the form of Lord Vaaman (the dwarf 
incarnation of Lord Vishnu)! standing majestically in all his radiant splendour. (104) 


The Lord had the radiance of a million suns, and was wearing the unique yellow 
garment known as Pitambar that is Lord Vishnu’s characteristic feature. [This is a 
body-wrapping silken garment worn by Lord Vishnu, and it is his trademark. ] 

Vaaman had the four arms so characteristic of and unique to Lord Vishnu, and 
had goddess Laxmi by his side. He was there to guard the gate of king Bali. (105) 


[Note— It is to be noted here that while narrating the incident related to king Bali and 
Lord Vaaman in these verses, the narrator, sage Agastya, uses the pronoun ‘you’ 
because he has been speaking with Lord Ram, and both Lord Ram and Lord Vaaman 
are manifestations of the same Lord Vishnu. Hence, for all practical purposes, they 
are the one and the same Lord God existing in different forms and having different 
names in different eras or periods of time. 


The story of king Bali and Lord Vaaman appears in Srimad Bhagwat, 8/15-23. It 
relates to the Vaaman (dwarf mendicant) incarnation of Lord Vishnu. This is the fifth 
incarnation of Vishnu. Bali was a grandson of Prahalad for whom Vishnu had 
incarnated as Nrisingh (half men and half lion) earlier. 

King Bali was very righteous and powerful; he chased away Indra, the 
promiscuous and lustful king of Gods, from the throne of heaven, and conquered it. 
He performed a thousand Ashwamedha Yagya (horse sacrifice) during the course of 
which he had conquered the entire world and deprived Indra, the king of Gods who 
ruled over the heavens, of his heavenly powers. Aditi, the mother of Gods, was 
peeved, and she requested her husband, sage Kashyap, to find a way out. Kashyap 
advised her to pray to Lord Vishnu. Aditi did severe penance for twelve days at the 
end of which Vishnu appeared before her and asked how he could help her. When 
Aditi told him the problem, Vishnu promised that he will take birth as her son in the 
form of a ‘Vaaman’ (a dwarf Brahmin) and retrieve the earth and the kingdom of 
heaven from Bali’s dominion. 

Once he heard that king Bali was performing a great fire sacrifice, something 
Bali used to do routinely, and during which he had declared that he will give anything 
asked for, again something for which he was renowned. This religious sacrifice was 
being conducted on the banks of river Narmada. Seizing this opportunity, Vishnu in 
the form of a Vaaman approached Bali who welcomed him and paid his due respects. 
Then Bali asked Vaaman to ask for some gift or donation as this was the traditional 
practice during such great religious sacrifices. Vaaman was waiting for this chance. 
First he made Bali repeat his vows in public, and then asked for land measuring his 
three steps. 

Bali was dumbfounded—he wondered at the inconsequential dimension of the 
land covered by three tiny steps of this dwarf! Bali requested Vishnu to ask for 
something more, but Vishnu was adamant. Bali’s priest, sage Shukracharya, knew 
that this dwarf was no one else but Vishnu, and so he tried to persuade Bali to abstain 
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from making such commitment off-hand, because he will lose his entire kingdom. But 
Bali refused, saying that being the grandson of Prahalad, he cannot rescind on his 
words that he will give this Brahmin dwarf whatever he asks, even if it means 
sufferance. 

Shukracharya was annoyed at this disobedience, but Vishnu was extremely 
pleased, and the Lord decided that after fulfilling the promise made to the Gods he 
will instantly reward Bali in ample terms, and will himself serve him! What a 
wonderful grace Vishnu shows. 

So it happened that Vishnu, in the form of Vaaman, assumed a colossal form 
of cosmic proportions. The Lord measured the entire earth that Bali ruled in his first 
step. In the second step Vishnu measured the whole heaven. Nothing was left for the 
third step—so Bali offered his head! Vishnu was extremely pleased, and being the 
Lord of the world, he decided that since Bali has offered his own self to him like a 
faithful devotee, he will fully reward him. Hence, Vishnu blessed Bali that he will go 
down in history as the greatest donor and righteous of all times, that he will become 
Indra, the king of Gods, and rule over the heavens during the celestial era known as 
Saawarni Manvantar, that till that time he shall become the king of the nether world 
where demons would live, and to add icing to the cake the Lord declared that he 
himself will become his gatekeeper, and anybody who dared oppose him would be 
punished by the Lord himself! ] 
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tvam praha sa dasagrivah ko'tra raja'sti mam vada / 

tusnim sthito vamanastvamapritam nottaram ripoh // 106 // 
tada tvam badhiram matva sa vivesa valergrham / 

tatra ddastva patnya sarikridanatatparam // 107 // 


The ten-headed Ravana enquired of you', ‘Tell me, who is the king of this city?’ 

But knowing that he (Ravana) was to become your enemy, you neglected him 
and did not reply. Ravana kept on standing silently for some time, expecting to hear 
an answer from you. (107) 

['See note of verse no. 104 herein above.] 


Thinking that you were deaf, he entered the city nevertheless and went to the palace 
of king Bali. There he found Bali playing the game of dice with his queen. (107) 
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tasthau tatra ksanam tüsnim balerlaksmim vyalokayat / 
tavaddure balerhastatkridapaso'patadbhuvi // 108 // 


m 


ravano'pi tamanetum yayau pasamtika javat // 109 // 


He kept on standing quietly as the couple continued to play the game, but his gaze 
was fixed for some moments on the queen. 

[We know that Ravana was a lustful demon whose promiscuity had proven to 
be one of his biggest banes. It is this sexual perversity that was inherent in his nature 
that had led Nalkuber to curse him, and it was the same perversity that led to his final 
death when he had dared to abduct Sita, the wife of Lord Ram.] 

In the meantime, the dice slipped from the hands of Bali and fell down a little 
away from him. (108) 


Bali asked Ravana to pick up and bring the dice to him. Ravana immediately went to 
pick up the dice. 

[We will note here that Bali was so engaged in his game that he hadn't noticed 
that Ravana was standing nearby. When the dice got flipped and Bali raised his head 
to see where it lay, he observed Ravana standing close to him. Bali paid no special 
attention to him, and treating him just like he would have treated one of his many 
servants who attended him, he casually asked Ravana to fetch the dice.] (109) 
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proccacala bhuvah pasarn karena na cacala sah / 
vimsaddorbhih kramenasau yavatpasam pracalayat // 110 // 
tavadamgulayah sarvah pasabharena piditah / 

na niskramuh pasatalaccurnita rudhiraplutah // 111 // 

tada cukrosa dirgharn sa cirakalam dasananah / 

tato vihasya dasya tam pasamaniya vai balih // 112 // 


He tried to pick up the dice with one hand, but it did not move at all. Then Ravana 
tried to lift the dice using one after another all his twenty arms, but still the dice did 
not budge from its position. (110) 


But since he had tried to pull up the dice by inserting his fingers underneath it and 
using them as a lever to move the dice upwards, all his fingers got crushed under the 
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weight of the dice when it fell back so much so that they started bleeding profusely. 
(111) 


Seriously injured, the ten-headed Ravana began yelling aloud in agony due to the 
severity of the pain caused by his bleeding fingers that were crushed under the dice 
and still held there. 

At that moment, one of Bali’s maids picked up the dice very easily and gave it 
back to him. (112) 
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dhigdhik krtva ravanam tam grhanniskasayadbahih / 

tato dhrto rajadütaistaducchistaistu positah // 113 // 
asvanam Sakrtam nitva praksipatpratyaham bahih / 

ekada dvapare gatva prarthayamasa tvam muhuh // 114 // 
tvaya svapadalagnah svapadamgusthena khe'pritah / 
tada'timudito lamkam cirakalena ravanah // 115 // 


Bali severely admonished Ravana, and rebuking him sharply he ordered him 
unceremoniously out of the palace. 

Outside the palace, Bali's messengers and other attendants once again caught 
hold of Ravana, and kept him a prisoner. They fed him with their left-over food. (114) 


Ravana was assigned the task of collecting the dung of horses from the stable and 
throwing it outside. 

After sometime, Ravana saw you (i.e. Lord Vaaman) standing at the gate, and 
so he came to you begging for mercy, falling at your feet and pleading with you to 
show him the way out of the city so that he can escape from his captivity and find 
freedom. 

Taking pity on him, you had flicked him into the sky with the tip of one of 
your big toes. Ravana thus managed to escape from the walls of the Nether World and 
regained his freedom once more. 

Having thus found his freedom, he returned to his capital at Lanka after the 
lapse of a long time. (115) 
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yayau mene nijam janma dvitiyam jatamadya vai / 
ravanah paramaprita evam lokanmahabalah // 116 // 
kartum tansvavasannityam babhrama puspakasthitah / 
drstaivakada'tra sakete purvajarn tava diksitam // 117 // 
anaranyam samgarena cakara patitarn rane / 

tada sapto'naranyena madvamse raghunandanah // 118 // 
bhutva tvam samgarenaiva sakutumbam vadhisyati / 
ityuktva sa gato nakam ravano'pi purim yayau // 119 // 


Once free from the captivity of Bali, Ravana thought to himself that it was like taking 
a new birth (because he had lost all hopes of escape). 

Once again however, after recuperating and recovering his vigour that made 
him a great warrior all over again, he reverted back to his bad old ways. (116) 


He strode his plane and went around the world daily with a desire to discover a place 
which he could conquer (after of course exempting the places where he had been 
forced to bite the dust and suffer extraordinary humiliation and defeat in his previous 
endeavours, and where he dare not go again). 

One day, during his routine wanderings, he saw one of your ancestors who had 
engaged himself in doing a fire sacrifice (the Soma Yagya) as its chief patron, and 
was thus initiated into the religious vows accompanying such rituals. (117) 


His name was king ‘Anaranya’. Ravana challenged him for a duel in which he 
succeeded in defeating the honourable king (who could not give a befitting reply to 
Ravana as he was restrained by his religious vows taken to complete the pending fire 
sacrifice). 

Though defeated under the force of circumstances’, the king cursed Ravana 
that one of his own descendents who would be known as ‘Raghunandan’ (i.e. Lord 
Ram, the son of the illustrious family of the great king Raghu of Ayodhya) would kill 
Ravana along with all his kith and kin some time in the future. (118) 


After that, Anaranya went to the heaven (i.e. he died)”, and Ravana went back to his 
own capital (of Lanka). (119) 


[Note—'Ravana knew fully well that a king who is under a religious vow during the 
course of performing a fire sacrifice is not supposed to pick up arms and kill anyone. 
So he decided to attack king Anaranya at the time when the king was under a religious 
vow during the course of the fire sacrifice he was undertaking at that time. Anaranya 
had but little choice; he could either break his vows which would be tantamount to 
sacrilege of the fire sacrifice and a grave sin, or accept defeat which would lead to 
dishonour. The righteous king chose the latter option. This helped him retain the merit 
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accrued by the performance of the fire sacrifice, and it enabled him to curse Ravana 
effectively. 


“It was too much of a dishonour for the family of the great king Anaranya that he be 
defeated in battle, and it was a humiliation that he couldn't cope with. So he decided 
to end his life to keep his family's honour, rather than to live with this ignominy of 
defeat for the rest of his life.] 


| uRd ges kisl féjhf; S nkl q%A 

uRok i cPN noskyd Isoj Üpér | Inje-AAL20AA 
edu%cky egko". kar PN gok çk rai q%A 

fo". yk; sgrk; àsjkK k ky Hár dk ~AA121AA 


sanatkumaramekamte sanniriksyaikada'surah / 

natva papraccha devesu ko varasceti sadaram // 120 // 
munih praha mahavisnum tacchrutva praha tam punah / 
visnuna ye hata yuddhe raksasadya labhamti kam // 121 // 


One day the demon (Ravana) met the celestial sage known as Sanatkumar. He bowed 
before the sage and asked him in private, *Oh sage, please tell me who is the best 
amongst the Gods.’ (120) 


Sage Sanatkumar replied that Lord Vishnu was the best amongst the Gods and the 
most superior of them. 

Hearing this Ravana further enquired about the fate of all the demons who had 
been slayed by Vishnu till date. (121) 
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gatim ceti munih praha te muktim yamti durlabham / 
punah papraccha tam natva kenopayena vai hareh // 122 // 
bhavisyatyatra me mrtyustada tam munirabravit / 

tretayam nararüpena ramo visnurbhavisyati // 123 // 
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ayodhyayam tada tena krtva vairam sudarunam / 
tasmadvagham kurusva tvamatmanah paramatmanah // 124 // 
tena gacchasi muktim tvam tacchrutva sa dasananah / 
virodhartham janakajamaharadgautamitatat // 125 // 


The sage replied, ‘All the demons who were killed by Lord Vishnu on different 
occasions had attained an excellent destiny for themselves, a fate that is very rare to 
achieve. [To wit, all those who were killed by Lord Vishnu had attained deliverance, 
emancipation and salvation of their souls; all had obtained freedom from the cycle of 
birth and death. ]’ 

The demon (Ravana) asked once again, ‘Say then, oh sage, by what means my 
death can happen at the hands of Lord Hari (Vishnu)."’ 

The sage replied, ‘In the age of Treta, Lord Vishnu would assume the form of 
a human prince of the kingdom of Ayodhya. (122-123) 


At that time you can create a situation that would appear to make you an arch enemy 
of Lord Ram, who in reality would be Lord Vishnu. And using this ploy you can then 
manoeuvre things in such a way that you could get killed at the hands of Vishnu in the 
guise of Lord Ram. (124) 


If you succeed in this enterprise then you would easily be able to attain a destiny 
which is very rare for any creature to achieve, the destiny that is called ‘Mukti’, 
literally meaning freedom and deliverance of the soul, liberation of the soul from the 
cage of this evil body, and the subsequent attainment of emancipation and salvation 
for the creature.’ 

Ravana heard this advice with rapt attention and firmly ensconced it in his 
heart. [To wit, he decided firmly then and there that it was what he will do no matter 
what happens, because in it lay his own good and welfare.] 

It is for this express reason why Ravana had willfully and willingly created 
animosity with Lord Ram by abducting his wife Sita, the daughter of Janak, from the 
banks of river Gautami (where the Lord was living at the time during the course of his 
fourteen years of forest sojourn). [Ravana took away Sita because he knew that this 
action of his would certainly provoke Lord Ram to come to Lanka and kill him if he 
refused to give her back. And it would ensure his deliverance, emancipation and 
salvation as prophesied by sage Sannatkumar.]" (125) 


[Note—'Ravana was anxious for the redemption of his soul, and he knew very well 
that his sinful deeds and evil life would never allow him to find deliverance and 
salvation. Since now it was virtually impossible for him to mend his ways because he 
would be laughed at and ridiculed by his own demon race who would brand him as a 
traitor and a coward, he was on the look out of some other means by which he can 
attain emancipation of his soul and an end to the horrifying life that he was habituated 
to living. 

The very fact that he consulted Sanatkumar about the matter showed his 
anxiety about his fate, as well as his realization that his destiny was doomed if 
continued to lead a sinful life as he was leading at the present time and if he did not 
endeavour to somehow devise a device to seek redemption and deliverance from the 
grip of the vicious cycle of sins and evils he found himself in at present. 

As we will read below, it was this decision on Ravana's part that he must find 
out a way by which Lord Vishnu would somehow kill him so that he can find 
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deliverance, emancipation and salvation for his otherwise doomed soul that led him to 
kidnap Sita and force Lord Ram to come all the way to Lanka to kill him in the battle 
that followed. 

And of course it goes to Ravana’s credit that inspite of being an epitome of sin 
and evil he did manage to compel the Supreme Being to walk barefoot right up to his 
own doorstep to grant him salvation and emancipation for his asking, a feat that not 
even the greatest of sages, hermits, ascetics and other holy men could achieve inspite 
of their best of spiritual efforts and undertaking of the strictest of religious practices. 


*Refer also to: (a) Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 3-5 that 
precede Doha no. 23, and (b) Adhyatma Ramayan, Aranya Kand, Canto 3, verse nos. 
29-42, 54-59; and Canto 4, verse no. 11.] 
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asoke raksita tena matrvatsvavaghecchaya / 

ekada naradam ddastva natva papraccha ravanah // 126 // 
bhagavan brühi me yoddhum kutra santi mahabalah / 
yoddhumicchami balibhistvam janasi jagattrayam // 127 // 


That is why in order to get himself killed (at the hands of Lord Vishnu, who had 
manifested as Lord Ram, and thereby find deliverance for his soul) he (Ravana) had 
kept Sita in the garden called *Ashoka'" with proper care and protection that he would 
have shown to his own mother (matrvatsvavaghecchaya). 

One day Ravana saw sage Narad (the celestial sage), paid his obeisance to the 
him, and asked (126), --- 


*Oh Lord, please be kind to tell me who are those warriors who can fight with me, and 
where do they live. I have a desire to fight with those warriors who are brave, strong 
and valiant. I ask you because you know all about everyone wherever they live in the 
three Lokas’.’ (127) 


[Note—'Ravana's favourite garden was called ‘Ashoka’ because of two probable 
reasons: one is that it was a tranquil garden that provides solace to the soul, being 
exceptionally magnificent and charming so much so that it removed all senses of 
weariness and sorrow as soon as one entered it; and the other reason perhaps is that it 
was full of the wonderful Ashoka trees (Sarica Indica or Jonesia Ashoka trees). 

It was a very pleasant place to dwell in. Since Ravana had no real intention to 
actually torment or harass Sita in the least, for he had brought her only because he 
saw that it was the only means by which he would compel Lord Ram, an incarnation 
of Lord Vishnu, to come and slay him in the apparent campaign to liberate Sita from 
his captivity, and he would thereby attain liberation from his demon body, he took 
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great care to make her as comfortable as was practical and feasible without arousing 
suspicion in anybody’s mind about his real intentions. So not only did he place her 
under the shade of a large and leafy Ashoka tree whose shade extended over a wide 
area, and which provided her a cool place to spend her days under its shadow, he also 
appointed an old demoness named Trijata at her service, to look after her needs and 
protect her from other cruel demons and demonesses who may attempt to tease Sita as 
none of the demons was privy to Ravana’s secret mission of using Sita as a bait to call 
Lord Ram to kill him and grant him deliverance. 

It will be noted here that prior to abducting Sita, Ravana had become very 
anxious about his fate and the destiny of his soul, for he had realized by that time that 
the sinful life he had led cannot ever give his soul any peace on its own account, and 
so it would be wise for him to find a way out of his predicaments, and sooner the 
better. That is why he had consulted Sanatkumar earlier on this matter—how and by 
what means he can find deliverance, emancipation and salvation. And both had 
advised him that his only chance lay in being killed at the hands of Lord Vishnu. 

So therefore it is clear as crystal that his abduction of Sita was not done as a 
sinful deed to impulsively satisfy his carnal instincts, but as a holy mission to ensure 
deliverance of his soul from the cage of a vile body of a demon in which it had got 
unfortunately trapped, and to add a better jewel in this symbolic crown of his 
emancipation and salvation was the opportunity to see the Supreme Lord right before 
his own eyes, not for a fleeting moment as usually is the case when the Lord happens 
to reveal himself before some great sage or hermit who had done severe penances to 
have a glimpse of the Lord, but to see the Lord with an eye-full and to his heart’s 
content for as long as he would live after the Lord first came to grant him the 
opportunity to see his divine form—because the war of Lanka lasted for quite a many 
days, and not for a fleeting moment, giving Ravana ample time and enough good luck 
to have his fill of the divine view of the Supreme Being! 

It is indeed true that in this aspect Ravana was the luckiest soul who ever 
lived, for while throughout his life he enjoyed everything it had to offer and ruled 
over the world without any challenge, and in death he attained the rarest of rare fate of 
being killed by the Supreme Lord himself, which not only ensured his deliverance, 
salvation and emancipation but also gave him the chance to drink the symbolic nectar 
through the medium of his eyes when he could behold the Lord and his divine form to 
his heart’s content. 

The Lord duly acknowledged Ravana’s sincere desire to atone for his sins as 
he allowed the latter to suffer gravely in the war before his death. The Lord also 
acknowledged Ravana’s desire to attain deliverance and emancipation for his soul as 
well as its inherent piety and holiness because it is recorded in the story of the 
Ramayan that when Ravana died a splendorous ray of light representing his soul 
emerged from his body and went directly to enter the body of Lord Ram—-signifying 
the merger of the individual soul of the creature with the Supreme Soul of this 
creation represented by Lord Ram. It was a remarkable and a rare feat for a demon so 
much hated and reviled by the world that his ‘true self? represented by his Atma, the 
soul, would merge with the Soul of the Lord with whom Ravana was outwardly an 
enemy. Fantastic and awe-inspiring indeed! 

It also shows how merciful the Lord is—that he had no hesitation in accepting 
Ravana's soul inspite of the latter's well-known external behaviour that was 
despicable to the extreme, because the Lord realized that internally Ravana had great 
respect for Sita even though he had brought her to Lanka apparently in a way that was 
his natural habit, of abducting other person's women, but he had done so, and had also 
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created a bitter environment of animosity and hate with the Lord just to ensure his 
salvation and emancipation, and nothing more. The all-knowing Lord was fully aware 
that sage Sanatkumar had already advised Ravana that his only redemption lay in 
being killed by Lord Vishnu, and so everything that followed to attain this objective 
would be in order. 


The ‘three Lokas’ refer to the three divisions of the world, such as the heaven, the 
earth and the nether world. Sage Narad had access to all these worlds, and he was so 
nice and polite that he was welcomed everywhere. Everyone knew that Narad was a 
selfless saint, and that whatever advice he would give would be for their welfare, so 
everyone respected his views and kept them in mind when planning for the future. So 
therefore, no one knew the world and its inhabitants much better than Narad. This is 
why Ravana asked him the question regarding any warrior who was strong enough to 
be challenged and vanquished—as this feat would give him great fame and honour for 
which he always longed. | 


efu/; Kok fpj Reig Üos ) li fuokl u%A 
egkykegkl k Krz ; Kg eglersAA128M 
fo" Kk rk; soSfo" kyk fugr Wp ;sA 
r,orzl&kkátsk | gH 49441294 


munirdhyatva ciratpraha $vetadvipanivasinah / 
mahabala mahakayastatra yahi mahamate // 128 // 
visnupüjarata ye vai visnuna nihatasca ye / 

ta eva tatra samjata hyajeyasca surasuraih // 129 // 


Sage Narad contemplated for some time and replied, ‘The inhabitants of a continent 
called ‘Shwet Dwip' have well-built muscular bodies and are exceptionally strong. 
They are always involved in worshipping the Lord God. Those creatures who are 
killed at the hands of Lord Vishnu are born there. These inhabitants have no fear from 
the Gods as well as the Demons.’ 

[Since the inhabitants of the Shwet Dwip had obtained Lord Vishnu's indirect 
blessing by way of getting killed by the Lord, and they also worship the Lord in their 
new birth, they attain a sort of special status which protects them and grants them 
immunity from any kind of fear from any quarter, be it a God or a Demon.] (128-129) 
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tacchrutva ravano veganmamtribhih puspakena taih / 
yoddhukamo yayau garvacchrutadvipamtikam muda // 130 // 
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tatprabhahatatejaskam puspakam nacalatpurah / 
tyaktva vimanam prayayau svayameva dasananah // 131 // 


Glad to hear it, Ravana summoned his ministers, and together with them he boarded 
the Pushpak plane, embarking in all haste on a campaign to wage war against the 
residents of the Shwet Dwip. (130) 


But as soon as the plane reached that place it got stuck as its movement stopped by 
the rays of dazzling splendour that emanated from the continent’s surface’. 

Amazed, Ravana and his entourage of ministers got down from the plane, and 
leaving it behind Ravana went on foot towards the (center of the) continent (or 
towards the capital or citadel of the place)’. (131) 


[Note—'A similar event occurred when Ravana had gone to the nether world where 
king Bali lived—see verse nos. 103-104. 

It appears to be scene right from modern science fiction movies, and more 
importantly the way modern nations are building self-defense missile shields. The 
rays could have been jets of magnetic, electric, laser, nuclear or some other form of 
powerful form of energy shot from the surface into the sky that would obstruct any 
object that tried to cross its field, and perhaps even bring it down by shooting it if it 
did try to fly past the shield. In all probability these rays appear to be powerful jets of 
magnetic energy that could pull down any object from the sky. 


?Since these powerful jets of energy were meant to protect the city below, they were 
arranged in such a way as to encircle the capital from its periphery, from the very 
outskirts in a great circle. In ancient times great capitals were built on elevated land 
and were citadels of power around which the rest of the city spread. So therefore, 
Ravana’s plane came down in an open ground much outside the central part of the 
city, and beyond protective circle of rays that girdled the city from all its sides. ] 
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pravisanneva taddvipam ghrto hastena yosita / 

gacchamtya kasyaciddasya puspanyanayitum vanam // 132 // 
taya pustah kutah ko'si presitah kena va vada / 

ityuktva lilaya stribhirhasamtibhirmuhurmuhuh // 133 // 
mukhesu tadito hastairbhramito'dhomukharn ciram / 
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dhrtvaikam tatpadam tabhih ksiptah kamdukavanmuhuh // 134 // 
parasparam hi kridadbhih kaya tyaktastu lilaya / 
papata paralamkayam kraumcayah Saucakupake // 135 // 


As soon as he (Ravana) entered the city, one woman caught hold of him with one of 
her hands. She was someone’s maid and was on her way to the forest to fetch flowers 
(for worship). (132) 


That lady asked him who he was, who had sent him there, whence he had come, and 
wherefore. Many other ladies joined her, and gleefully laughing and teasing him they 
started smacking and pinching him on the face in jest. Then they caught his leg, slung 
him round and round like a ball tied at the end of a string, and flung him away’. (133- 
134) 


The women folk were playing around cheerfully with Ravana, tossing and flicking 
him around (just like a group of naughty and rowdy children play around merrily with 
a petty insect or animal they manage to lay their hands upon). 

Finally one of them flicked Ravana high into the sky, and he flew like a 
missile and landed far away in the toilet of Kraunchi in the city of Para-Lanka?. (135) 


[Note—'One can imagine Ravana’s utter despair, and the state of abject humiliation 
and ridicule in which he found himself. But the great irony with him was that he never 
seemed to learn anything from his mistakes; he never gained anything from 
experience. We have already read how he had faced almost a similar situation when 
he went to confront Sahastrabahu, then the monkey king Vaali, and once again in 
nether world in the palace of king Bali. 

The lesson one draws from these events is that if one allows one’s unbridled 
ambitions to have the better of him, if he allows the false sense of self-grandioseness 
and ego to cast a dark shadow of delusions on one’s wisdom and prudence, if one is 
so arrogant and haughty that he throws all caution to the wind and refuses to learn 
from experience, then one should be ready to face the fate faced by Ravana. 


*Kraunchi was Ravana’s elder sister. See verse no. 64. 

This landing in the toilet of his own sister was an extremity of insult for 
Ravana. Earlier he had been tied under the cradle-stand of Angad, and when the latter 
urinated, the foul liquid drenched Ravana all over, and flowed over his face: refer 
verse no. 100.] 
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ascaryamatulam labdhva cintayamasa durmatih // 136 // 
visnuna ye hata yuddhe tesametaddasam balam / 
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tarhyatra nihatastena Svetadvipam vrajamyaham // 137 // 


In this way, Ravana somehow managed to escape from the clutches of those women. 
That wicked fellow was still not ashamed though he was totally amazed by the 
developments. He thought to himself (136), --- 


---‘Why, it is so wondrous and amazing that those who die at the hands of Lord 
Vishnu acquire such fantastic powers and miraculous strength as these ladies have 
proved that they do possess! Well then, I will also get myself killed by Vishnu so that 
I am born in the Shwet Dwip and acquire such astounding strength and miraculous 
powers that are got by the residents of this continent who come to live here after being 
killed by Lord Vishnu’. (137) 


[Note— These were merely women who were not supposed to be as strong physically 
as the men are. But astonishingly they had such stupendous strength that they could 
toss around Ravana like he was a ball, and then they lifted him by his leg and spun 
him round like children spin a ball tied to a sling. This feat left Ravana swooning in 
astonishment. He was greedy for power and strength, so he decided that he will now 
get himself killed by Vishnu just because that way he would be born again in the 
Shwet Dwip and acquire such supernatural powers as those that were possessed by the 
inhabitants of this place and were show-cased by these women. 

As has been observed earlier, we will also note here that greed and unbridled 
ambition had had the better of Ravana's wisdom and prudence. Whereas some time 
previously he had sought salvation by being killed at the hands of Lord Vishnu (refer: 
verse nos. 120-126), yet now he changed his mind and wanted to die at the hands of 
Vishnu just for the sake of becoming extremely strong and powerful! This is one of 
the primary reasons why a great sage's son became fallen and was dishonoured by the 
epithet of *demon' that was attached to his name for ever.] 
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mayi visnuryatha kupyettatha karyam karomyaham / 

iti niScitya vaidehim jahara ravano vanat // 138 // 
janannevam mahalaksmim sa jaharavanisutam / 
matrvatpalayamasa tvattah kamksanvadham nijam // 139 // 


Now therefore I will strive to do something that would make Vishnu angry with me.’ 
It was this thinking that made Ravana abduct Sita from the forest. (138) 


He had full become aware that Sita, who was born from earth (jaharavanisutam)!, 
was actually goddess Laxmi (the divine consort of Lord Vishnu). 
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That is why, in order to make Vishnu angry and kill him, he had brought Sita, 
and he kept her safely while treating her like his own mother. [Refer. verse nos. 125- 
126.] (139) 


[Note—'Sita was found by king Janak, her worldly father, in a pitcher buried in the 
field while he was preparing it to perform a fire sacrifice. This story has been narrated 
in Adhyatma Ramayan, Baal Kand, Canto 6, verse nos. 58-60.] 
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Section 2.2: 


Adhyatma Ramayan 


The Story of Ravana, right from his birth, his acquisition of boons, the establishment 
of the Demon Kingdom of Lanka, and the reason why he abducted Sita, the wife of 
Lord Ram, that led to the destructive war of Lanka and Ravana’s ultimate slaying, has 
been described in detail in Adhyatma Ramyan, Uttar Kand, (i) Canto 1, verse nos. 18- 
61; (ii) Canto 2, verse nos. 1-62; (iii) Canto 3, verse nos. 29-42, 54-59; (iv) Canto 4, 
verse nos. 1-11. 

However, for the express purpose of this present Section where we narrate the 
birth of Ravana and his siblings, his boons and the establishment of the kingdom of 
demons, we shall limit our reading to (1) Canto 1, verse nos. 18-61; and (ii) Canto 2, 
verse nos. 1-62. The rest part of Ravana's story from the Adhyatma Ramayan will be 
cited in the other Chapters where the relevant narrative so demands. 


Adhyatma Ramayan was penned by the legendary sage Veda Vyas, and is a part of 
one of the great Purans he composed, known as the 'Brahmaand Puran'. The 
Adhyatma Ramayan appears in the Uttar Khanda (later half) of this aforesaid Puran. 

This Ramayan is so-called because it has spiritual, theological and 
metaphysical philosophy as its main theme, drawing prominently and conspicuously 
from the philosophy of the Upanishads in its narrative while building it around the 
great story of Lord Ram, who was a human incarnation of the Supreme Being. 

Veda Vyas is credited as being the great editor of the corpus of the huge text 
of the holy ‘Vedas’, dividing them into their present form consisting of four parts 
known as the Riga, the Sama, the Yajur and the Atharva Vedas. He also separated the 
philosophical part of these Vedic texts from their ritualistic parts to form the excellent 
treatises on spiritual, theological and metaphysical philosophy that are collectively 
known as the famed ‘Upanishads’ of which there are one-hundred-and-eight in 
numbers. Besides this stupendous work, he also compiled mythological narratives of 
the Hindus into what is known as the ‘Purans’, literally the ancient histories according 
to mythology typical to the Hindus, of which there are eighteen in numbers, and to 
this voluminous work on the Purans he added as many subsidiary volumes which are 
called the *Up-Purans'. 
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A full-fledged English version of the Adhyatma Ramayan, as well as of all the 
108 Upanishads, with their original Sanskrit Texts followed by Roman Transliteration 
and English renderings, have been published by this author separately, and all of them 
are always available to all interested readers. 


Now, for the express purpose of this Chapter which describes the birth of Ravana, his 
obtaining boons and powers, and the establishment of the Demon Kingdom by him in 
particular, and for the broad purpose of our present book titled ‘The Story of Ravana 
and the Epic War of Lanka’, we shall presently concentrate only on that part of the 
Adhyatma Ramayan which narrates this aspect of the story exclusively. 


That said, let us start reading this most fascinating and wondorous story from the 
classic ‘Adhyatma Ramayan’ as follows:- 


(1) Canto 1, verse nos. 18-61: 


AGIA ASIE] AAU IATER | 
GAAAAAIYA ARN II 9 cll 
Stocicpuferar: Ad eossrurielt AÀ | 
SAPARA A 2921121 II 2 ell 

Gal dea cael YA AMEI | 

Sed WSU ASK Paweeise offafàr II eoll 


ll adhyatmaramayane uttarakandam Il 


sahyametanmahabaho ravanasya nibarhanam | 
asahyametatsampraptam ravaneryannisudanam Il 18 Il 
antakapratimah sarve kumbhakarnadayo mrdhe | 
antakapratimairbanairhataste raghusattama II 191 
datta ceyarn tvayasmakam pura hyabhayadaksina | 
hatva raksoganan sankhye krtakrtyo'dya jivasi Il 201 


[Once upon a time, the illustrious sage Agastya, accompanied by many other great 
sages, went to meet Lord Ram in his royal court where all other ministers and 
courtiers were present. After preliminaries and pleasantries were exchanged, sage 
Agastya praised Lord Ram and lauded him for his victory over Ravana and others of 
the demon clan. While doing so the sage said that defeating Ravana was not as great a 
feat that was accompanied on the battle-field of Lanka as was the vanquishing 
Meghanad, the son of Ravana. 

This assertion by the sage astonished everyone present. Lord Ram too was 
quite a bit surprised as the sage cannot speak a lie. So what was the reason for this 
declaration, the Lord enquired of the sage. To answer this question the sage narrated 
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the whole story pertaining to the birth of Ravana and his siblings, his acquiring 
fantastic boons, the establishment of the Demon Kingdom by him, and the growth of 
his clout and powers that made him conquer the whole world and establish an 
unchallenged suzerainty over it. 


Sage Agastya told Lord Ram—] ‘Oh Lord who is brave, is courageous and has great 
strength of arms (Sahyametanmahabaho)! It was comparatively easy for you to kill 
Ravana than to get rid of his son (Meghnad) which was a very difficult task indeed. 


(18) 


These demons, including the formidable Kumbhakarn, were indeed like ‘Death’ itself 
personified. Oh truly the best amongst the kings of Raghu-race (raghusattama)! All 
of them were killed by your arrows which were also as fierce, potent and irrevocable 
as ‘Death’ itself! (19). 


You had already blessed us (all the sages) with the boon of fearlessness. Now you 
have killed these savage demons yourself and consequentially feel fully satisfied, 
pleased and thankful in this life”. (20)’ 


[Note—'The sage says that to counter the formidable foes represented by the demons, 
and especially Kumbhakran, who were personifications of ‘death’ itself, a force was 
needed that would not only neutralize but even supersede them. This punch was 
provided by Lord Ram. 

The ‘arrows’ symbolize the Lord’s stupendous powers; these arrows zapped at 
the demons like powerful and dynamic pulses of high energy beams that neutralize 
and destroy enemy targets which they strike with intensive force and strength of 
energy that much surpass that of the opponent, virtually short-circuiting their own 
devices and burning them to cinders. 


?The sage thanks Lord Ram for fulfilling his vows made to all the sages and to other 
ordinary creatures of this world as well as to Mother Earth that he will free them all 
from the horrors and torments that they face interminably from the demons. Now the 
Lord has been able to fulfill his promises made to them as he has successfully 
eliminated the scourge of the demons. So it is a matter for the Lord to feel satisfied 
and happy. The Lord’s contentment is all the more marked because in this process he 
not only provided succour to the world but also aided in the liberation and deliverance 
of the souls of the demons—because all the demons who were killed at the hands of 
Lord Ram found immediate emancipation and salvation. So it was clearly a win-win 
situation for all! This entitled Lord Ram to have double-praise. ] 


geal g sifted Aut Holton aAA | 
faze RA sical Wa: YPotieregdi I1 2211 
AWADA He apviif[SAsRAaror | 
fcjeiteporf?roit fécar feo yorter Aa I 2211 


$rutva tu bhasitarh tesam muninam bhavitatmanam | 
vismayam paramam gatva ramah prafijalirabravit I| 2111 
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ravanadinatikramya kumbhakarnadiraksasan | 
trilokajayino hitva kir pra$amsatha ravanim II 2211 


Hearing these words of the wise and enlightened sage, Lord Ram was astonished. He 
asked him with the palms of his two hands touching each other (i.e. by folding his 
hands) as a mark of respect [21], ‘Oh sage! Why do you praise Ravana's son 
(Meghnad) so much instead of praising other demons, especially his father Ravana, 
who had conquered the three worlds, or Kumbhakarna (his uncle), or any of the other 
demons? [What is the reason and the mystery behind it, that you have particularly 
selected Meghnad for lavishing such praise upon him? What was so special with him? 
Prey, please tell me more about it.] [22] (21-22). 


RAGA Ya WAG HEAT: | 
cpasreiiforstardorr wa flea aatsqdiq ii 231! 
QV] Wa ULM Aci Wav] AAR d | 

olodI Dal RE ASSUISSA AA II evil 
UA Pag AA Yea FSI: AA: | 
anag erdt fagror A: ured serait: | QI 


tatastadvacanam Srutva raghavasya mahatmanah | 
kumbhayonirmahateja ramam pritya vaco'bravit Il 23 Il 

$rnu rama yatha vrttam ravane ravanasya ca | 

janma karma varadanam sanksepadvadato mama Il 24 Il 
pura krtayuge rama pulastyo brahmanah sutah | 
tapastaptum gato vidvan meroh par$vam mahamatih Il 251 


Hearing these words of enquiry from the great Raghav (Lord Ram), sage Agastya, 
who was radiant and glorious by the virtue of his knowledge and spiritual attainments, 
replied most affectionately (23)— 


[He said—] *Oh Lord Ram! Listen to the story of Ravana and his son's birth, their 
deeds, boons etc. I shall describe them to you in brief (24). 


Oh Lord, in some previous era called Krityug or Satyug, a Brahmin's son named 
Pulastya, who was a wise person, an expert in the scriptures and religion, and very 
learned and illustrious, went to the Sumeru mountain to do severe Tapa (austerities, 
penances) (25). 


quifdoalzr9yitsail caduowforusera: | 
TURAL aro: FATES: AST I Sll 
Aq HERRI GAAP: | 

MoM Hoda sAoreal diozrfód a Il WII 
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UcReeRa dulfdeoi da: Aaf aod: | 
dd: BHI AAS ejnt? qat ASL II 2c 


trnabindorasrame'sau nyavasanmunipungavah | 
tapastepe mahatejah svadhyayaniratah sada Il 261I 
tatrasrame maharamye devagandharvakanyakah | 
gayantyo nanrtustatra hasantyo vadayanti ca Il 271 
pulastyasya tapovighnam cakruh sarva aninditah | 
tatah kruddho mahateja vyajahara vaco mahat Il 281l 


That most exalted and glorious sage took up residence in a humble thatched hut of 
sage Trinabindu, and constantly involved himself in ‘self study’ (i.e. he devoted his 
time and attention in contemplating about the pure consciousness or the ‘pure self’, 
and always thought of it; it also implies self study of the scriptures and experimenting 
with their pronouncements to arrive at the Absolute Truth). He also did severe 
penances and observed strict austerities (i.e. he did strict Tapa) (26). 


In that most attractive and pleasant hermitage, the nymphs, maidens and damsels of 
the Gods and Gandharvas (celestial musicians) used to frolic around, singing, playing, 
prancing, dancing, laughing, playing musical instruments, and generally having merry 
of a time (27). 


This created grave disturbance in the serenity of the atmosphere, and it created a 
hindrance in the austere life of sage Pulastya and the penances that he did so much so 
that by-and-by he lost his patience and became very annoyed, angry and peeved at 
their deeds. So ultimately, unable to cope with this nuisance any longer, he 
indignantly said to them wrathfully (28)— 


«II at zfecuei DA oraf RRRA | 

dr: Hat: orueifdeoir or A Sot YAA: II ell 
quiídoglzq Ui: PRI AÀA: | 
faar 310123] foreterr ci queerdt II oll 


ya me drstipatham gacchetsa garbham dharayisyati | 

tah sarvah Sapasamvigna na tarn de$am pracakramuh II 291 
trnabindostu rajarseh kanya tannasrnodvacah | 

vicacara muneragre nirbhaya tam prapasyati II 301 


‘If my sight falls on anyone of you girls, whosoever she might be, she shall become 
pregnant.’ 

Becoming scared at this blanket curse, none of them dared again to go near 
that hermitage. 
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[The learned sage surely did no mean any improper and immoral act, and this 
threat of the girls becoming pregnant if they did not leave him alone was meant to 
scare them away. But after all, a sage’s words do not go in vain, and this would be 
evident with what happened with the daughter of his host Trinbindu.] (29) 


But as it so happened because it was the fiat of fate, the daughter of sage Trinbindu, a 
sage who was most exalted and was literally like a king among sages, unfortunately 
did not hear it. As a result, she roamed around and frolicked fearlessly in the vicinity 
of sage Pulastya, glancing at him off and on in a playful manner (which the sage took 
as an open affront to him and a gesture of impertinence and disobedience, which of 
course infuriated him no end) (30). 


aJa US IdoleelPstdiod:9RRoll | 
exar Bl Gedavel sitar ARATTA Il 31 
fogu al eecar miazgi: | 
mad Aforpd Adadfesioragyw 1i 321I 


babhüva panduratanurvyanjitantahsariraja | 

drstva sa dehavaivarnyam bhita pitaramanvagat Il 31 Il 
trnabindusca tam drstva rajarsiramitadyutih | 

dhyatva munikrtam sarvamavaidvijnanacaksusa Il 321 


Because of the curse, she soon became pregnant and turned yellowish (pale), and her 
breasts developed into prominence. 

Seeing her body acquiring unconventional shape and colour, she was terrified 
of the consequences, and went to her father most hesitantly, being overcome with fear 
and uncertainty (31). 


When Trinbindu, who was most radiant and like a wise king amongst sages 
(rajarsiramitadyutih), saw her, he was aghast, and he soon realized, through his 
enlightened and penetrating sight of wisdom and insight, all that has happened (i.e. he 
meditated and contemplated for a while, and soon became aware of all the events, 
including the actions of Pulastya) (32). 


di Dai APR ucracerer Gat für I 

dt geremgdicaoei aehd A ÍQ: I 331 
genoa exar gifor: Uldisgdiga: | 
ard ugar A aeradoeradort Il 3¥il 


tam kanyam munivaryaya pulastyaya dadau pita | 
tam pragrhyabravitkanyam badhamityeva sa dvijah II 331I 
Susrusanaparam drstva munih prito'bravidvacah | 
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dasyami putramekam te ubhayorvamSavardhanam Il 341 


Father Trinbindu gave that girl (in marriage) to sage Pulastya, and the latter accepted 
her! (33). 

[ Well, that was surely the only wise thing left for Trinbindu to do, to give his 
daughter to Pulastya in marriage, and equally enough it was the only wise thing for 
Pulastya to do to accept her as his betrothed.] 


Seeing that she diligently, sincerely and devotedly served him, the sage (Pulastya) 
was very pleased with her, and told her, ‘I shall bless you with a son who shall 
enhance the glory and fame of both the clans (i.e. the clan of your father Trinbindu, as 
well as that of your husband, Pulastya)” (34). 

[This verse clearly shows that at the time Trinbindu's daughter appeared to 
develop all signs of pregnancy, it was merely as a result of sage Pulastya's curse; no 
physical relationship existed at that point of time. It was only after their formal 
marriage that Pulastya had any physical relationship with her as is obvious in this 
verse where he says that ‘now he would bless her with a son’. Hence, no unwarranted 
aspersions should be cast on the integrity and character of the illustrious sage Pulastya 
due to this unfortunate event.] 


dd: YRA A Ug yrei] | 
fga sfet Rrena: dcr gedog: 11 3911 
eRe eltenfód» evcal sigroit ASIÍ: | 
amiei ai giéaz sal AMA Far II 3éll 


tatah prasüta sa putram pulastyallokavisrutam | 

visrava iti vikhyatah paulastyo brahmavinmunih Il 351 
tasya Siladikarn drstva bharadvajo mahamunih | 
bharyartharh svam duhitaram dadau visravase muda II 361I 


In due course, that girl brought forth (gave birth to) a son who became famous in the 
three worlds as “Visrawa, the son of Pulastya", and he grew up to become an expert in 
the wisdom and the knowledge pertaining to ‘Brahm’, the all-pervading and all- 
encompassing cosmic form of the Supreme Soul of creation, the Supreme Being and 
the Cosmic Consciousness (35). 


Seeing the most courteous temperament, the civilised manners, the wisdom and 
intellect as well as the wholly righteous and upright character of Visrawa, sage 
Bharadwaj was highly impressed, and so he happily gave his daughter to Visrawa in 
marriage (36). 


RA g Ug: WR ARACA: | 
Agge deaur germ MAAT: 11 3v 
Gal adus qecr Ger asd ay JAA | 
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tasyam tu putrah sanjajne paulastyallokasammatah | 
pitrtulyo vai$ravano brahmana canumoditah Il 37 II 
dadau tattapasa tusto brahma tasmai varan $ubham | 
mano'bhilasitam tasya dhanesatvamakhanditam Il 38 II 


The ‘son of Pulastya' (i.e. Visrawa) produced a son from her, and this son became 
famed in the three worlds. [His name was ‘Kuber’, and he later on became a treasurer 
of the Gods.] 

That son (Kuber) was famous, renowned and wise like his father Visrawa, and 
was even praised by Lord Brahma (the creator) (37). 


The latter (Brahma) was much pleased by his severe penances and austerities (Tapa), 
and as a boon bestowed upon him imperishable, unchallenged, continuous and endless 
Lordship over prosperity, wealth, pomp, grandeur and majesty (of the whole world) 
(38). 


ad ciega: Bish fuc Gar: | 
YUU RÀ AÀA ARAA |i BLII 
IRPA faz fórder AA: PAA | 

Ylé À Holdlol Fe Gral RASAH II voll 


tato labdhavarah so'pi pitararn drastumagatah | 
puspakena dhanadhyakso brahmadattena bhasvata II 391 
namaskrtyatha pitaram nivedya tapasah phalam | 

praha me bhagavan brahma dattva varamaninditam II 401l 


Having acquired the Lordship over wealth and prosperity due to Brahma's boons, he 
(Kuber) boarded the most fantastic, magnificent and splendorous plane called 
Pushpak, that was also given to him by Brahma, and came to visit his father (39). 


He bowed before his father and told him about the reward that he had got for his 
doing severe penances. He told his father (Visrawa), ‘Lord Brahma (the creator) has 
blessed me with this excellent boon (40). 


PARIRI of À Foi gado] RAAR: | 

gfé À fora zeroi fear ag or PRIA veil 
fga sift ci ure AFPA À grer | 

ASRI PARRI forfatar faeaasivn I vll 


170 


nivasaya na me sthanam dattavan paramesvarah | 

bruhi me niyatam sthanam himsa yatra na kasyacit Il 41 II 
vi$rava api tarn praha lankanama puri $ubha | 
raksasanam nivasaya nirmita visvakarmana II 42 II 


But (the problem is that) the Lord (1.e. Brahma) has not given me a place to live. So 
please do tell me a place where I can stay without causing any sort of harm to 
anybody.' (41). 


Visrawa replied, *Vishwakarma (the celestial architect of the heaven) has established 
(i.e. created; conceived, planned and developed) a city called Lanka for the residence 
of demons (42). 


TITA ARISI ARA AATA | 
A ust gegeratosloiesiamereerní3erar I ¥3il 
dag ARRI ees cd oro]: AMARA uer | 
fuquicvezcaal srcar ai ust eroratsfdoera it vvil 


tyaktva visnubhayaddaitya vivisuste rasatalam | 

sa puri duspradharsanyairmadhyesagaramasthita I| 43 Il 
tatra vasaya gaccha tvam nanyaih sadhisthita pura | 
pitradistastvasau gatva tam purim dhanado'visat II 441 


But the demons have abandoned it due to the fear of Lord Vishnu's wrath, and have 
shifted to the nether world. That city cannot be easily attacked by any enemy because 
it is situated in the middle of the ocean. [To wit, Lanka is a very secure city as it 1s 
located in the middle of the ocean which forms a natural moat of fathomless depth 
around its fortified walls, making it an impregnable citadel.] (43). 


You go and live there. No one has previously occupied it and has had Lordship over it 
(except for the demons, but they have already abandoned it long ago out of fear of 
Lord Vishnu, and so it is lying vacant and uninhabited since long).’ 

Then, on the orders of his father, the Lord of wealth (i.e. Kuber) went to that 
city (of Lanka) (44). 


A aq ara DAAI ARAA: | 
praia PRA AACA A WERE: || v'ell 
Widclodricia car füforareror: | 
airar dort Hoel wrsredifsa foyer II vl 


sa tatra suciram kalamuvasa pitrsammatah | 
kasyacittvatha kalasya sumali nama raksasah II 45 1I 
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rasatalanmartyalokam cacara pisitaSanah | 
grhitva tanayam kanyam saksaddevimiva Sriyam II 461l 


There, with the consent and approval of his father, he (Kuber) lived for a long time. 

Once it so happened that a flesh-eating demon (an ogre) named Sumali came 
out from the nether world to the surface of the earth. He was accompanied by his 
youthful, virgin and beautiful daughter who was as charming as goddess Laxmi (the 
patron goddess of wealth and the divine consort of Lord Vishnu). Sumali wished to 
roam around on the surface of the earth and show his daughter the sights of the world 
(45-46). 


g3Iu9zLgolG Sd dort USMC A: | 

BARI felons 218121060 ASIA: || vill 
3dId dori aq ÒD ona oe: | 

deal fdarecorerscd dao arferadd I vell 


apa$yaddhanadam devam carantam puspakena sah | 
hitaya cintayamasa raksasanam mahamanah Il 47 Il 
uvaca tanayam tatra kaikasim nama namatah | 
vatse vivahakalaste yauvanam cativartate Il 48 Il 


He saw Lord Kuber roaming here and there aboard his plane called Pushpak. The 
great demon Sumali began to ponder about the future good and welfare of the demon 
race (47). 


He said to his daughter named Kaikasi, ‘Oh daughter! The time for your marriage and 
the days of your youth are passing away in futility (48). 


YARE sized of RER gÀ | 
A cd RA Ag A Alot GetpcilGad Il vell 
aaa ad: ugr AAA AIAT: | 
SEO: Ado HAGA AA: YA || Voll 


pratyakhyanacca bhitaistvam na varairgrhyase Subhe | 

sa tvar varaya bhadram te munim brahmakulodbhavam Il 49 II 
svayameva tatah putra bhavisyanti mahabalah | 

idr$ah sarvaSobhadhya dhanadena samah Subhe II 501I 


But, oh my good daughter (Subhe), no one accepts you because of the fear that you 
will abandon him (as this is the natural habit of the demon race that their women are 
most unfaithful and disloyal towards their companions). 
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Hence, oh you gentle lady (bhadram), you should take the initiative and go 
and get yourself betrothed to sage Visrawa who is born in the clan of Brahma (i.e. he 
is born as a Brahmin) (49). 


Oh the good lady, let you be blessed (Subhe)! If you do so then you shall give birth to 
sons who shall be as majestic, excellent and famous besides being brave, valiant and 
renowned the world over as the Lord of wealth (Kuber) is himself (because they will 
have the genes similar to Kuber running in their veins)."" (50). 

[ The demon Sumali reasoned with his daughter that if she somehow she 
manages to induce sage Visrawa to marry her and beget children from him, then her 
off-springs will be like Kuber as they will have the same father. If this thing 
materializes then the lost glory of the demon race could be retrieved. It was too 
tempting an offer for Kaikasi to refuse, and especially when her father himself 
endorsed it she was sure it will be for her great good.] 


AARI AISSA seal Fool IARLA | 
Pract yaar urójomrenapdit f3erar I 19911 
aqesi: DI cd posk azafvifor | 
aimgqdicurorferderor £eroror smqerátar Ii VII 


tatheti sa"$ramarn gatva muneragre vyavasthita | 
likhanti bhuvamagrena padenadhomukhi sthita Il 5111 
tamaprcchanmunih ka tvam kanya'si varavarnini | 
sabravitprafijalirprahman dhyanena jfiatumarhasi II 521 


Saying ‘all right’, she went and stood shyly in the hermitage of the sage (Visrawa) 
with her eyes lowered, her demeanours suggestive of passion, and began scratching at 
the earth nervously with her toe nails (51). 


The sage asked her, *Oh the one with beautiful features (varavarnini)! Who are you, 
and whose daughter are you?’ 

Kaikasi joined the palms of her hands as a gesture of supplication and replied, 
*Oh Brahmin! You can know everything by your transcendental powers of meditation. 
[To wit, you can learn about me and my intent in coming here to you without asking 
me, as you are a great sage who has the transcendental powers to know even the most 
secret of things.|' (52). 


ad enra afer: ad Scar dr Yeas | 
sid aadi aa: ugrorafiverfar I 1311 
GISUIRG Y Aches JARA | 

IRA orovil udi 2rereit AAAA: | vil 
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tato dhyatva munih sarvam jnatva tam pratyabhasata | 
jiatam tavabhilasitam mattah putranabhipsasi 1 531 
darunayam tu velayamagatasi sumadhyame | 

ataste darunau putrau raksasau sambhavisyatah II 541 


Then the sage meditated and came to know everything about the reason for her visit, 
and said to her, ‘I have understood the purpose of your visit. You desire sons from me 
(53). 


But, oh the beautiful one (literally, one with a beautiful waist—*sumadhyame"), you 
have come at an inappropriate time', as a result of which your sons would be two 
fierce demons. [So, is it okay with you?]’ (54). 

['It was evening hours, around twilight, when the sage was engaged in his 
evening worship routine. This time of the day when the daylight gradually merges 
into the darkness of the night is not regarded as an auspicious time for conception of a 
child as it is believed that unholy spirits roam around the world during these hours. So 
the sage warned Kaikasi that the time was very unsuitable for what she desires of him, 
even if it is merely in the form of a *boon' that the sage may grant her to please her.] 


agogia rads Ad at | 
arare AA RA arfarerfer ABA A: | ol! 
ASIAA: SA MAATAAN: | 
SADI Al Al DPA AYA GAPA Il VEII 
xavi fafi SAN ASIA | 
AAAA ccr A AAoeR I OII 


sabravinmuniSardila tvatto'pyevamvidhau sutau | 
tamaha pascimo yaste bhavisyati mahamatih Il 551 
mahabhagavatah $riman ramabhaktyekatatparah | 
ityukta sa tatha kale susuve daS$akandharam Il 561 
ravanam virnSatibhujam dasasirsarn sudarunam | 
tadraksojatamatrena cacala ca vasundhara Il 57 Il 


She was perplexed, aghast and astonished. She asked the sage, ‘Oh the most exalted 
sage! Should you also bring forth such sons (i.e. is it ever possible that demons are 
born out as blessing from an exalted hermit or a sage like you)?’ 

Then the sage replied to her, ‘After the first born sons (i.e. after the first two 
sons), the next (i.e. the third) son produced by you shall be most wise, God fearing, 
pious and a great devotee of the Lord; he would be famous as an honourable and 
virtuous one, and shall be an ardent follower and devotee of Lord Ram (who would be 
the supreme Lord himself in a human form)." 
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So in due course of time, she gave birth to the 10-headed and 20-armed son 
who was exceedingly ferocious as well as vicious; his name was Ravana. As soon as 
he was born, the earth began to tremble and shake out of fear (56-57). 


[Note—'The sage was in a fix; he realized that Kaikasi was correct in wondering how 
demonic sons can be produced by the blessing of a great sage. But his words could 
not go in vain; so he decided to add a sweetener to the bitter pill by tampering his 
curse to say that the last son would be like a saint by nature though the earlier sons 
would be like what the sage has already prophesized. ] 


qadotsédlo forfáraroerfiacirovifu | 
cgpasrpulzadt sid zismidarerfoorer: I c1 
dd: MÁRA ofa Gal AMARGA | 

ad fasfiven cid: emori 2ileeroolor: II 1l 


babhivurnasahetini nimittanyakhilanyapi | 
kumbhakarnastato jato mahaparvatasannibhah Il 581l 
tatah SUrpanakha nama jata ravanasodari | 
tato vibhisano jatah santatma saumyadarsanah II 591 


All the reasons for the torment and destruction of the world appeared to present 
themselves at that time (i.e. all evil signs became apparent). 

After that (i.e. after Ravana) was born Kumbhakarna who had a colossal body 
that resembled a huge mountain (58). 


Thereafter was born Ravana's sister Supernakha, and after her followed Vibhishan 
(the third son) who was of a calm and peaceful temperament, and his behaviour and 
demeanours were very pleasant and amiable (59). 


[Note—The eldest of the siblings was Ravana; Kumbhakarna was the second brother, 
and Vibhishan was the third and the youngest. Their sister was Supernakha, the one 
with gigantic fan-like ears and long knife-like nails.] 


saremi forercrrerat forceroaTu2Terur: | 
HPRIDvizd GEA ÍZ ACANA: Il goll 
agRiootaigaa ATARIARI: | 

AGIs AERA Cipro seIGRID: | 

dag cilaorrerer aar ófáoníara I € 211 


svadhyayi niyataharo nityakarmaparayanah | 
kumbhakarnastu dustatma dvijan santustacetasah II 601l 
bhaksayannrsisanghamsca vicacaratidarunah | 

ravano'pi mahasattvo lokanam bhayadayakah | 
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vavrdhe lokanasaya hyamayo dehinamiva II 61 Il 


He (Vibhishan) was a righteous person. He was contemplative by nature, was always 
engrossed in self-study, ate little food, and even that with restraint (1.e. he ate with 
moderation, just enough to survive; he had control over his tongue and never lusted to 
gratify his sense of taste); he diligently followed the duties assigned to him (i.e. was 
self-restrained, non-indulgent, diligent, scrupulous, religious and dutiful). 

Compared to him, Kumbhakarna was highly evil, wicked and cruel; he roamed 
around in this world mercilessly killing and devouring pious Brahmins, sages, hermits 
and mendicants in large numbers, even without any provocation. 

In the meanwhile, the eldest of the sons, the fear-inspiring and horribly 
terrifying Ravana, who was most valiant, strong and brave, began to rise like a killer 
disease that kills all and spares none, like a contagious epidemic that spreads quickly 
in the whole worlds (consisting of the celestial, the terrestrial and the subterranean 
worlds) (60-61). 


(ii) Canto 2, verse nos. 1-62:- 
glazba Sard | 


9[l2raracoi 9[cdr uaetrorooforata: | 

Alot: Yara AGA Adu ag gad i gil 
grer AANA Gazad ocior DAAI | 
3rereil YUPRes: AR ZER I ll 
exa d Haat ag Aoi AENA | 
wert yie scar wavrargdi I 31! 


Srimahadeva uvaca | 


Sriramavacanam $rutva paramanandanirbharah | 
munih provaca sadasi sarvesam tatra $rnvatam Il 11 
atha vitte$varo devastatra kalena kenacit | 

ayayau puspakarüdhah pitaram drastumafijasa II 2I 
drstva tam kaikasi tatra bhrajamanam mahaujasam | 
raksasi putrasamipyam gatva ravanamabravit Il 31 


[The primary narrator of the story of Lord Ram, known as the epic ‘Ramayana’ from 
which we have drawn our own narrative of Ravana's story and the War of Lanka, was 
Lord Shiva. So, Canto 2 starts with quoting Shiva, who after a brief pause marking the 
end of Canto 1, has resumed his narration. Shiva was narrating the story of the 
Ramayana to his consort Parvati. ] 
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Lord Shiva said to Parvati, “Oh Parvati! When Lord Ram wished to hear more of this 
fantastic story, sage Agastya felt very glad to resume his narration (from where he had 
stopped in Canto 1), while all those assembled there listened attentively (1). 


Agastya said, ‘Once, the Lord of wealth (Kuber) came on his air-plane (called 
Pushpak) to meet his father (Visrawa) (2). 


When the demoness Kaikasi (wife of Visrawa and step-mother of Kuber) saw the 
most glorious one (Kuber) sitting beside his father, she became jealous, and full of 
envy she went to her son Ravana and said (3)— 


Ud Usa Hoei Saori Idol ARIA | 
raad Bell sae eIcot PS gait Il vil 
AHA AAO Waid YAAA | 
Hoca AÀ aft eA arfcrour g I VII 
ASIR A USA AA ol AGT | 
Sard ge ax] du: A GAPO: II Ell 
splacpciigereyl ADT g AE: | 

3d 2d fora 3JIc122c1 AT HSL II VII 


Rea g? aR ardcitd»axatuoist | 
SATAA PADISIN: II cil 


putra pa$ya dhanadhyaksam jvalantam svena tejasā | 
tvamapyevam yatha bhūyāstathā yatnam kuru prabho Il 41 
tacchrutva ravano rosat pratijňāmakaroddrutam | 
dhanadena samo vapi hyadhiko vacirena tu Il 51l 
bhavisyamyamba mam pa$ya santapam tyaja suvrate | 
ityuktva duskaram kartum tapah sa daSakandharah II 61l 
agamatphalasiddhyartham gokarnam tu sahanujah | 

svar svam niyamamasthaya bhrataraste tapo mahat Il 7 1l 
asthita duskaram ghoram sarvalokaikatapanam | 
dasavarsasahasrani kumbhakarno'karottapah Il 8I 


Kaikasi provoked her son Ravana by instigating him against Kuber, saying, ‘Look 
son; look at this Lord of Wealth (Kuber) who is all aglow with his own radiance and 
glory. So, oh the great one, you must also attempt to do similar things as he has done 
so as to become similarly glorious and famous.’ (4). 


Hearing this, Ravana became offended, irritated and jealous as his mother’s taunting 
words hurt his ego and self-respect. Thus provoked, he immediately made a stern vow 
in a haughty manner; addressing his mother he declared, ‘Oh the one with auspicious 
aspirations and good intentions! Do not have any regrets and do not lament; just wait 
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and watch. Oh mother! I shall soon, in the very near future, become equal to or even 
more famous, majestic and powerful than what Kuber is.’ 

Reassuring his mother, Ravana along with his younger brothers 
(Kumbhakarna and Vibhishan) went to a place called *Gaukarna" to do severe 
penances and austerities (Tapa) to acquire the desired boons. Once there, the three 
brothers became involved in doing severe, determined and unwavering individual 
penances, making and living their separate vows very stoutly. 

Their ‘Tapa’ was so severe that it could virtually roast the whole world by its 
severity. Out of the three, Kumbhakarna did Tapa for 10 thousand years (4-8). 


[Note—'Gaukarna: This was the place where on some previous occasion Parvati had 
deposited the ‘Shiva Lingam’, Lord Shiva's symbol, that Ravana had brought from 
Mt. Kailash along with her as a boon that he obtained from Lord Shiva. Parvati 
managed to escape from Ravana's clutches with the help of Lord Vishnu, and she also 
managed to snatch the Shiva Lingam from him while escaping. This story is narrated 
in Anand Ramayan, Sarkand, Canto 13, verse nos. 26-43. It has already been narrated 
in our Book earlier in Section 2.1 of this Chapter no. 2.] 


SA AA areereratuarerur: | 
PaRI urdjolcbor ARAT I SII 
frake] q RIER] GAMO: | 

qf avzey q oo Gera A: | 

ga ANAS ord aera A: I loll 


vibhisano'pi dharmatma satyadharmaparayanah | 
paficavarsasahasrani padenaikena tasthivan II 9I 
divyavarsasahasram tu niraharo dasananah | 
pürne varsasahasre tu Sirsamagnau juhava sah | 
evam varsasahasrani nava tasyaticakramuh Il 101 


Vibhishan—who was most righteous, pious and a follower of the noble path of truth 
and virtuousness amongst the three brothers—did Tapa for 5 thousand years by 
standing on one foot (9). 


Ravana, the 10-headed one, fasted for 1 thousand glorious years. Then, on the 
completion of the thousand years, he offered his own head as offering to the sacred 
fire. In a similar manner, he repeated the exercise nine more times and, as a result, 9 
thousand years passed by (10). 


FA AACA q Goal Gort ÍR: | 

SAPERA HAA YAAR unfer: | 

dea dea sofia diatrsseficereeremua Il 9 911 
a RA GRÍN ad AARI PÍSA | 
a9roftalsfü arad YERA I gell 
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atha varsasahasram tu daSame dasamam Sirah | 
chettukamasya dharmatma praptascatha prajapatih | 
vatsa vatsa daSagriva prito'smityabhyabhasata II 11 Il 
varam varaya dasyami yatte manasi kanksitam | 
dasagrivo'pi tacchrutva prahrstenantaratmana II 12 II 


When the 10" thousand year was about to end and Ravana was ready to offer his last 
head, the noble guardian of the world, Prajapati Brahma (the Creator who cares for 
the world and its inhabitants) revealed himself before him and said benevolently, *Oh 
son; I am pleased with you (11). 


Ask for a boon that you desire! I shall give you whatever you wish.’ Hearing this, the 
10-headed Ravana said most delightfully (12)— 


RA quilefler drat ake À araror | 
YUP RIGI Saco MARR: | 

gaead q A Sfé quisi fà AAT: Il 3l 
deníf3caf(d Pes: YORE GAMA | 
spoil gafa offuifer enfor crssrousera II ?vil 
erfdreerfocr eremudorererfor xr AAA I 21i 


amaratvam vrnomisa varado yadi me bhavan | 
suparnanagayaksanam devatanam tathasuraih | 
avadhyatvam tu me dehi trnabhüta hi manusah II 131I 
tathastviti prajadhyaksah punaraha dasananam | 
agnau hutani Sirsani yani te'surapungava Il 141 
bhavisyanti yathapurvamaksayani ca sattama II 151l 


'Oh Lord! If you indeed wish to give me the desired boon, then I want immortality. I 
must not die at the hands of Garuda (the mount of Vishnu; the legendary Eagle 
representing all sky-borne creatures), serpents (the legendary Sheshnath representing 
all subterranean creatures), Yaksha (demi-Gods employed by Kuber as his guards 
representing all spirits and semi-gods), the Gods and the Demons (i.e. all the other 
inhabitants of the heaven as well as the nether world from where his mother Kaikasi 
had come; here, referring to other demons who might claims their share in the 
plunder). The poor humans are matter of no concern for me as they are no better than 
the humble reed or a blade of grass against my might! (i.e. I have no fear from them, 
and therefore I do not ask protection against them).’ (13). 


Then the ‘lord of his subjects’ (“prajadhyaksah”, i.e. Brahma) said ‘so shall it be’. 
He continued to talk with the 10-headed one and said, ‘Oh the best among the 
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demons! All the 9 heads that you had offered to the sacred fire shall grow once again, 
and oh the honourable one, they can never be destroyed again.’ (14-15). 


[Note to verse no. 13:- This over-confidence of Ravana in his might and powers, that 
he has nothing to fear from humans, proved to be his undoing. There is a lesson to be 
learnt here—that over enthusiasm, over-confidence, over-belligerence, over- 
haughtiness and unbridled-arrogance is more often than not the so-called “weak link” 
in the chain, for it is at this weak point where the chain will snap when it is most 
unexpected or undesired of. Please see verse no. 56 of this Canto also. ] 


eagarra ddl 214 gerefta youuter: | 
fugar yori MPAT: I 9£1l 
fur raen aA pai siamtelarasrar | 
anad az aca qufiearfarari f&asr I 9vll 


evamuktvā tato rama daśagrīvarh prajapatih | 
vibhisanamuvacedam pranatam bhaktavatsalah Il 161 
vibhisana tvaya vatsa krtam dharmarthamuttamam | 
tapastato varar vatsa vrnisvabhimatam hitam Il 17 II 


Oh Lord Ram! Saying this to Ravana, Prajapati (Brahma)—who is most munificent 
and benevolent towards his devotees—turned to Vibhishan who was most polite and 
humble (16). 


Brahma said, ‘Oh son Vibhishan! You have done this Tapa to uphold the laws of 
Dharma, to carry out your duties in accordance with the laws of probity, propriety and 
righteousness, and to maintain some semblance of law and order in the demon race 
against all odds that you may have to face (dharmarthamuttamam). Hence, oh son, 
you may ask for whatever boon you desire." 

[To wit, Brahma told Vibhishan: “The demon race is known for its evil, sinful 
and degrading ways, and you are the only one who can keep the flame of Dharma, the 
virtues of righteousness, probity, propriety, morality and nobility in thought and 
conduct, alight against the storm of overbearing spiritual bankruptcy and moral 
decadence that looms over the horizon of the demon race like a thick bank of dark 
foreboding clouds that portend doom and destruction. Son, I have great hopes from 
you. I am aware of your inherent good nature and spiritual inclinations. If ever the 
demon race is annihilated, you are the only one who will survive to carry forward the 
illustrious line of your father, the great sage Visrawa, and prevent the line from 
complete obliteration. So I am pleased with you. Hence, go on and ask whatever you 
wish from me, for I am sure that you are not going to seek any nonsensical thing like 
your brother has done."] (17). 


flus c orcar grsorférataerargdila | 
od a adar gigi rog orad | 
air Arani À ais: Ady ador I lcl 


180 


aa: yuia: otal faefrevrarerqdia | 

deat cd edofictsRr aia a AARI I 2 eli 
srafadisit a ores aeRed faeftuur | 
grapar q3 RA AGG Il 2oll 

vel IASA ci YS pra: fasts | 
«querar GA ARI [Goria qr AOA I 221 


vibhisano'pi tam natva prafijalirvakyamabravit | 

deva me sarvada buddhirdharme tisthatu $a$vati | 

ma rocayatvadharmam me buddhih sarvatra sarvada Il 181l 
tatah prajapatih prito vibhisanamathabravit | 

vatsa tvam dharmasilo'si tathaiva ca bhavisyasi II 191 
ayacito'pi te dasye hyamaratvarn vibhisana | 
kumbhakarnamathovaca varam varaya suvrata Il 201l 
vanya vyapto'tha tam praha kumbhakarnah pitamaham | 
svapsyami deva sanmasan dinamekam tu bhojanam II 211l 


Vibhishan bowed humbly before the Creator and said with the palms of his hands 
touching each other as a sign of prayerful submission, *Oh Lord! Let all the faculties 
of intellect and discrimination of my mind steadfastly follow the path of Dharma, of 
auspiciousness, righteousness, probity and propriety without deviating from it even 
for a fleeting moment. Let nothing corrupt my mind and heart and influence them so 
much that they abandon virtuousness and goodness.’ (18). 


At this prayer, the guardian of his subjects (Brahma) became extremely pleased, and 
he said most affectionately to Vibhishan, ‘Oh dear son! You are exemplary in your 
righteousness, in your noble views, and are no doubt very virtuous. It shall be as you 
please (19). 


Oh Vibhishan! Though you have not asked for it, I nevertheless give you an 
additional boon of immortality!’ 

After that, he (Brahma) said to Kumbhakarna, ‘Oh the one who is steadfast in 
his vows and noble of disposition (Suvrata)! Ask for a boon.’ (20). 


Then Kumbhakarna, who was under the deluding spell of goddess Saraswati, the 
goddess of speech, wisdom and intellect, was misled to for an absurd boon which 
defied all credulity. He said, ‘Oh my Great Grandfather (pitamaham)'! I want to 
sleep for a continuous period of six months without interruption, and eat only once’. 
[To wit, I wish to enjoy the pleasure of sleep continuously for six months, and then 
eat my full for one whole day, before going once again to sleep for another six 
months. And let this cycle go on endlessly.] (21). 


[Note—'Brahma is the ‘Great Grandfather’ of creation as it is from him that the entire 
creation is born. 
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“When Brahma learnt about Ravana's wishes as narrated in the previous verses, he 
felt very alarmed about the future of his creation, even though he could not refuse him 
the desired boons. He thought that it is better to keep the horrors that were about to 
come at least reduced by half by limiting them to Ravana alone, instead of doubling 
the problems by allowing Kumbhakarna too to have a free will to seek anything he 
wanted. Who knows he may ask for something more horrible than Ravana. So the 
wise Brahma signalled the Gods to quietly ask Saraswati to cast her magic spell upon 
Kumbhakarna’s mind and intellect by inspiring him to ask for ‘sleep’! It was 
obviously a most absurd boon to ask for after having done so severe Tapa; it wasted 
all the hardships that Kumbhakarna may have endured during Tapa. This ridiculous 
and laughable request was like someone wanting a piece of stone when given a 
chance to get a house full of priceless diamonds for the asking. Brahma of course 
hastened to grant it without giving a chance for Kumbhakarna to realize his mistake 
and change his mind. 
‘Kumbhakarna’ is also spelt as *Kumbhakaran' or ‘Kumbhakarana’. | 


vaca d gre gem eecar fódla»ar: | 
Idi a agapifeoretar RÀ fast I 2211 
gpsesrvlzq GEA ARIARI ¢:Rac: | 


aoada foricdael fafer: | 2311 


evamastviti tam praha brahma drstva divaukasah | 
sarasvati ca tadvaktrannirgata prayayau divam Il 221 
kumbhakarnastu dustatma cintayamasa duhkhitah | 
anabhipretamevasyatkim nirgatamaho vidhih II 23 I 


Brahma said to him while glancing surreptitiously sideways at the Gods (who were 
closely watching the proceedings, and at whose behest Saraswati had misled 
Kumbhakarna in asking for the above ridiculous boon), ‘So shall it be’. 

As soon as Brahma said so, goddess Saraswati left Kumbhakarna's mouth (i.e. 
his tongue) and went to the heavens. 

[To wit, Brahma looked sideways at the Gods whom he had signaled to ask 
Saraswati to act swiftly before it was too late. So as soon as Kumbhakarna finished 
asking for the boon of continuous sleep, Brahma left not time to grant it for he did not 
wish to give a moment to Kumbhakarna to recover and change his mind. So Brahma 
immediately said ‘okay’. Seeing her job done well, Saraswati immediately withdrew 
from the scene and went to stand along with the other Gods in the heaven.] (22). 


The wicked and evil Kumbhakarna (kumbhakarnastu dustatma) realised his 
mistake (that he has been taken for a ride by the Gods, and he hadn't asked for any 
worthwhile boon), and so he became extremely worried and remorseful. He regretted 
and lamented gravely—‘Alack! Look at the misfortune that has befallen me! How did 
these words (as asked by him in verse 21) come out from my mouth though I had 
never desired for such a funny, incredulous and absurd boon?’ (23). 
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yart acretrixaror Scar dlgror foremaaror | 
urarcinfoorater: urere YRR TA: II vil 
owed Raw qaot dosrgdid | 

fever c uq Baal arbssar ar Hole: || 1l 


sumali varalabdharnstan jfiatva pautran nisacaran | 
patalannirbhayah prayat prahastadibhiranvitah Il 241i 
dasagrivam parisvajya vacanam cedamabravit | 

distya te putra samvrtto vafichito me manorathah Il 25 II 


Hearing that his three grandsons have received boons, the demon Sumali came out of 
the nether world fearlessly, accompanied by Prahast and other demons (24). 


He embraced the 10-headed one (Ravana) and said, ‘Oh son! It is very fortunate and a 
moment of great joy and an occasion for celebration that your desires have been 
fulfilled in accordance with my wishes (25). 


apa del ASH! CAAA AAT FAIA | 
aga of Asia! Aep MIA Il Sll 
SRAN: YAJA cigcbel troróor d I 
aqad ri ueeroirgféreréfar I 2011 
Ao Alt ANA 2m qot: PA: AEA | 
sca! AT: Yls eA YAAA Il 2cll 


yadbhayacca vayam lankam tyaktva yata rasatalam | 
tadgatam no mahabaho mahadvisnukrtam bhayam II 261l 
asmabhih pürvamusita lankeyam dhanadena te | 
bhratrakrantamidanim tvam pratyanetumiharhasi Il 27 Il 


aN 


samna vatha balenapi rajnam bandhuh kutah suhrt | 
ityukto ravanah praha narhasyevam prabhasitum Il 28 Il 


By the fear of whom we had abandoned (deserted and escaped from) Lanka and had 
gone to the nether world to hide ourselves, oh the brave, strong and courageous one 
(mahabaho), that fear of Vishnu no longer exists for us (26). 


This city of Lanka, which is presently under the control of your step-brother Kuber, 
was previously inhabited by us. Now you should take it back from him either by 
mutual understanding (compromise) or by force. [To wit, you should not allow the 
relationship of a brother come in the way of establishing yourself as a sovereign Lord 
of the city. If Kuber agrees to hand over the city to you peacefully, so far so good; if 
he does not, then take it from by force.] (27) 
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Remember oh son, family members and relatives (the kith and kin) of kings have 
never been their well-wishers. [To wit, the greatest fear the king faces is jealousy and 
envy from his next of kin who are, more often than not, scheming and plotting against 
the king to grab the crown and the powers that come with it, and enjoy the spoils 
come with kinghood. Remember: a king faces the gravest danger from his close 
relatives; they are like serpents in his own backyard. The king is more often than not 
betrayed by his own family members who are looking for an opportunity to usurp the 
crown and grab his authority. |’ 
When Sumali had said so, Ravana replied, ‘You must not say so (28). 


fariell grad year aedi | 
Yer: yf Agel AV Geo II 2ell 
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vitteSo gururasmakamevam $rutva tamabravit | 

prahastah prasritam vakyam ravanam daSakandharam II 291 
$rnu ravana yatnena naivam tvam vaktumarhasi | 

nadhita rajadharmaste nitiSastram tathaiva ca II 301 


The Lord of wealth (Kuber) is our elder brother. [And it would be highly improper to 
insult him and throw him out of his kingdom for no fault of his. Say father, he has not 
done any harm to us; it is true as you say that the demons were chased away from 
Lanka by Lord Vishnu in the past, but what is the crime of Kuber in it; how is he to be 
blamed for what Vishnu had done to our race? After all, Kuber and myself have the 
same father, sage Visrawa. My conscience does not fully agree with your 
suggestions.]' 

Hearing this, Prahast (the crafty demon who had accompanied Sumali from 
the nether world, see verse no. 24, and who was his chief advisor, and who would 
later on become the chief advisor and ideologue of Ravana) chided Ravana most 
politely, and said [29], ‘Listen carefully oh Ravana; listen to what I have to say. You 
must not say such a thing. You have not studied the science of politics, nor do you 
have proper understanding of the ways of kinghood [30]. (29-30) 


QR or fà Waly VV A aca: YÀ | 
PRUA JA SAI ARIA ASIT: || 32 
URRAZA AAA Bleceneye: | 
okdoroflodoi Uolol dz Sdotftods II 32l 


suranam na hi saubhratrarh srnu me vadatah prabho | 
kasyapasya suta deva raksasa$ca mahabalah Il 31 II 
parasparamayudhyanta tyaktva sauhrdamayudhaih | 
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naivedanintanam rajan vairam devairanusthitam Il 32 II 


There is no sense of brotherhood (or any affectionate emotion) between brave 
warriors (who are contenders seeking superiority). Oh Lord! Listen to what I have to 
submit on this subject. The exalted sage Kashyap's sons, the Gods and the Demons, 
were equally very brave, strong and courageous (31). 


But (inspite of their being brothers), they viciously fought each other, having 
abandoned their affection and fraternity and casting it to the wind. [To wit, though the 
Gods and the Demons were related by blood as they had a common parent, but when 
it came to self interest, they were baying for each other's blood, and each demanding 
the other's skull.] 

Oh king! The animosity and hatred that we (the demons) have with the Gods is 
not something new (for it is old as this creation, well entrenched and in existence from 
an ancient time). 

[To wit, you should not be complacent with regards to Kuber who is a member 
of the race of Gods. Remember: an underlying feeling of suspicion and lack of faith 
leading to an inveterate sense of animosity and hatred is inherently present between 
the Gods and the Demon races; it cannot be erased by merely wishing it away. So be 
careful: a time may come when Kuber would come to know about your newly 
acquired boons that make you virtually invincible in this world, and surely he would 
be jealous of you, and then he would go to Vishnu and team up with all other Gods 
who will together create a lot of trouble for you. They will not bother whether or not 
you had wished to maintain peace with Kuber and give him due regard as your step- 
brother, or that you were so nice that you wished to leave the kingdom of Lanka alone 
because it belonged to him. It may come to pass that by the time you realize that Gods 
have no sympathy for you it would be too late. So you must take the initiative now 
when Kuber and the other Gods are not prepared for defense, and launch your attack 
to catch the enemy unawares. Well, be wise and learn the trick of the trade of 
kinghood and how to establish and expand your authority and domain. Say, what was 
the use of seeking the boons that you asked Brahma to grant you if you still have to 
run for shelter when the Gods assault you and threaten us demons? Wouldn't it be a 
shameful act on your part that inspite of having the backing of these marvelous boons 
we still have to beg for mercy from the Gods?] (32) 


[Note— Verse nos. 28-29 clearly indicate that Ravana was not inherently wicked and 
unscrupulous, nor did he wish to usurp power and right of others. On the contrary he 
was basically a good and righteous soul who did not want to do anything that was 
wrong and improper. After all he was a son of a sage, and traits of basic goodness 
flowed subtly in his blood. But the effect of circumstances, the dictates of providence, 
and the influence of evil company joined hands to ruin his destiny. Even though 
initially he was very reluctant to commit an atrocious deed against his step-brother 
Kuber, but egged on by his own family members, including earlier his mother 
Kaikasi, and now his maternal grandfather Sumali and his close companion and 
advisor Prahast, Ravana deviated from goodness to dig his own grave of ruin and 
destruction. It was their selfish advice given in such a way that made Ravana think 
that they are his best friends that led him astray. 

The lesson here is that all creatures are inherently good and noble. It is their 
advisors who pretend to be their well-wishers, such as their teachers, parents, guides, 
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elders, compatriots and peers etc., who can make a devil, a Satan, or a holy spirit and 
a noble creature out of them. ] 


YER qd: Year GAA RIAT: | 

adfa epreramgreifaqeacracirodser 1i 33il 
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SDAA ARĂ 218121: Baer: I 3vil 
prahastasya vacah $rutva daSagrivo duratmanah | 
tatheti krodhatamraksastrikutacalamanvagat Il 331I 


ditam prahastam sampresya niskasya dhanadesvaram | 
lankamakramya sacivai raksasaih sukhamasthitah Il 341 


Hearing these (instigating and ill-advised) words of the wicked, scheming and pervert 
(duratmanah) Prahast, the 10-headed Ravana said (angrily and haughtily), ‘It's 
alright then. [I will do as you say.]’ 

His eyes became red with anger, and he immediately reached the Trikut 
mountain (on which Lanka was established) (33). 


He sent Prahast as his messenger, ejected the Lord of wealth (Kuber) from Lanka, and 
having snatched the city from him, he established his control over it. He lived happily 
and in comfort there with his demon ministers and others of the demon race (34). 


aos: fücqarastor ceracdr cig@I ASI: | 
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dhanadah pitrvakyena tyaktvā lankam mahayasah | 
gatva kailāsaśikhararh tapasatosayacchivam II 351 
tena sakhyamanuprapya tenaiva paripalitah | 
alakam nagarim tatra nirmame vi$vakarmana II 361l 


The most virtuous Lord of wealth (Kuber) abandoned Lanka, and on the advice of his 
father (Visrawa), he went to Kailash (the mountainous abode of Lord Shiva) and 
pleased the Lord (Shiva) by doing severe penances (35). 


He established cordial relationship with Lord Shiva, and protected by the latter, he got 
established for himself a new city called ‘Alkapuri’ with the help of the celestial 
architect Vishwakarma (36). 


[Note—After leaving Lanka to Ravana, Kuber established another great city called 
‘Alkapuri’. It was to become a new capital for the Gods. ] 
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dikpalatvam cakaratra Sivena paripalitah | 

ravano raksasaih sardhamabhisiktah sahanujaih II 371 
rajyam cakarasuranam trilokim badhayan khalah | 
bhaginim kalakhafijaya dadau vikatarüpinim Il 38 I 
vidyujjihvaya namnasau mahamayi nisacarah | 

tato mayo vi$vakarma raksasanam diteh sutah Il 391 
sutam mandodarim namna dadau lokaikasundarim | 
ravanaya punah Saktimamogham pritamanasah II 401i 


There, under the protection of Lord Shiva, Kuber became a ‘Dikpal’ (i.e. one who 
gets guardianship or lordship over one of the four main directions of the celestial 
compass). 

Meanwhile here at Lanka, Ravana got himself anointed as the king of demons, 
and lived there along with his younger brothers (37). 


The evil rascal began to rule over the demons, and started to unleash his rein of terror 
in the three worlds (the heaven, the earth and the nether worlds). 

He betrothed his sister (Supernakha), who was of a very fearful and fierce 
countenances and sinful demeanours, to a great trickster, a cunning and most illusive 
demon named Vidyujiwaha (vidyujjihvaya) belonging to the demon family of 
Kaalkhanjaay (kalakhafijaya). 

At that time, a demon named Maye, who was the son of Diti and the architect 
and builder for the demons, gave his daughter named Mandodari—who was the most 
beautiful maiden in the whole world consisting of three divisions (heaven, earth and 
nether world)—in marriage to Ravana. 

After that, Maye gave Ravana an invincible and infallible weapon called 
‘Shakti’ as a marriage gift. [This ‘Shakti’ was a special weapon devised by Maye, and 
it matched the Shakti of Indra, the king of Gods, that was designed by Vishwakarma, 
the designer of the Gods.] (38-40). 


didora clei agearciier fags | 
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SIotId2Ior:I Adi AANA ASIH: | 
fura ameiiet asi AASEN II ¥2II 
IRA HA Aso AARAA] | 

ad aodo ud AoAo I v3ll 


vairocanasya dauhitrim vrtrajvaleti vi$rutam | 
svayandattamudavahatkumbhakarnaya ravanah Il 41 II 
gandharvarajasya sutam $ailüsasya mahatmanah | 
vibhisanasya bharyarthe dharmajfiam samudavahat II 42 II 
saramam nama subhagam sarvalaksanasamyutam | 

tato mandodari putran meghanadamajijanat Il 43 II 


Thereafter, Ravana married off Kumbhakarna with Vritajwala (vrtrajvaleti), who was 
the daughter of the son of demon Vairochan (vairocanasya) and was brought to him 
(Ravana) by the latter himself (41). 


Likewise, Sarma (Saramam)—who was the daughter of great king of Gandharvas 
(celestial musicians) named Sailush (gandharvarajasya sutam Sailüsasya), and was 
a very righteous and noble lady, most beautiful, and who possessed all the good 
virtues and characters one can expect to have (subhagam 
sarvalaksanasamyutam)—was betrothed to Vibhishan. 

In due course of time, Mandodari gave birth to a son called Meghnad (42-43). 


MAAR Ù og Aarya g | 

dd: adsgdodidonalsafetel ARI I vil 
prapuizdd: Ys forgr A aret YÀ | 
daw PRIARI opi dial JARRIA II veli 


jatamatrastu yo nadam meghavatpramumoca ha | 

tatah sarve'bruvanmeghanado'yamiti casakrt Il 441 

kumbhakarnastatah praha nidra mam badhate prabho | 

tata$ca karayamasa guham dirgham suvistaram II 451 

As soon as he (Meghnad) was born, he made a loud noise resembling the rumbling 
and thunder of clouds. That is why every one said he is ‘Meghnad’ (which literally 
means one who makes a noise resembling the thunder of clouds) (44). 

Then Kumbhakarna told Ravana, ‘Oh Lord! I am feeling sleepy.’ He got a large cave 
constructed for himself (so that he can sleep undisturbed) (45). 


ag Wal yera prao faafia: | 
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PÍA PAD g AÀ APATI: |I vll 
LENI PARTIA Gaororafeboor2Tot | 
SUVA arorerir EA AASR || vv 


tatra susvapa mudhatma kumbhakarno vighürnitah | 
nidrite kumbhakarne tu ravano lokaravanah Il 461l 
brahmanan rsimukhyamsca devadanavakinnaran | 
devasriyo manusyamsca nijaghne samahoragan Il 47 II 


There (in the cave), the ill-witted, dud and foolish (mudhatma) Kumbhakarna slept 
with a thunderous snore that resonated in all the directions (vighürnitah). 

When Kumbhakarns fell asleep, Ravana—who literally means one who makes 
the whole world weep in anguish and feel miserable and distressed (lokaravanah)— 
unleashed his tyrannical reign by going on a rampage of wanton killing of whosoever 
he managed to lay his hands upon, such as Brahmins, chief sages, hermits and 
ascetics, the Gods and the demons (who dared to oppose him), the Kinnars (celestial 
demi-Gods who are dancers and singers in heaven), the serpents (i.e. reptiles and 
subterranean creatures) as well as the humans, by searching them out in every nook 
and corner of the world. He also destroyed the assets of the Gods in heaven. [To wit, 
Ravana spared none. He ran amok and went berserk with his atrocious deeds.] (46- 
47). 


HISA Ad: ral WaVIVAHA YI: | 
stead arr Herat gaada il vell 
dd: PA Gofal SPIA HASIRI | 
ARIARI eroreeret orar? Yaergeucosr II vell 


dhanado'pi tatah $rutva ravanasyakramam prabhuh | 
adharmam ma kurusveti dutavakyairnyavarayat Il 481l 
tatah kruddho da$agrivo jagama dhanadalayam | 
vinirjitya dhanadhyaksam jaharottamapuspakam Il 49 II 


When the Lord of wealth (Kuber—who was the step-brother of Ravana) heard about 
Ravana's rash, despotic and tyrannical behaviour, about his misdeeds and 
misdemeanours, he was extremely aghast and felt very sorry. He therefore sent a 
messenger (to Ravana) with the sane advice that he should not commit sin and desist 
from unrighteousness. (48). 


This suggestion however annoyed Ravana further; he attacked Kuber's capital 
(Alkapuri—see verse no. 36) in retaliation, and defeated him. As a booty he snatched 
the latter's plane called Pushpak (and took it away as a trophy of war) (49). 


[Note—Kuber tried to remind Ravana about his family’s reputation, that it belongs to 
the line of great and honourable sages (Pulstya and Visrawa) who have an immaculate 
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reputation, and are known for their righteousness and goodness. Hence it does not 
behove of him to act in the most despicable and degrading way that he does as it 
would sully the name of his father and grandfather. But instead of feeling any sense of 
guilt, instead of showing any sign of remorse or repentance, Ravana took Kuber’s 
advice as an affront to his ego and authority, angrily muttering that Kuber will do 
better if he would mind his own business. 

So Kuber’s missive, sent through a messenger, infuriated Ravana no end, and 
he decided to first teach Kuber a bitter lesson of his life—to leave Ravana alone and 
mind his own affairs, and never again try to act smart with him, behaving as he was 
the torch-bearer of Dharma if he wishes to be left in reasonable peace even if it 
because he happened to be Ravana’s brother—before he would launch his cruel 
campaign against the other Gods to conquer and subdue them most mercilessly. 

So Kuber became Ravana’s first target. By vanquishing him and snatching the 
Puspak plane as a trophy of conquest, Ravana sent a strong and resolute signal to the 
rest of the Gods, that they should either surrender or face the music. ] 


ddl aA d qur forfoleer 218125212: | 
xgojeiaoarerqul oa2rorforararer II Voll 
adtrsemodeereférequr AEs dad: | 


ddl ATAA Ado AGAT: Il 11 


tato yamam ca varunam nirjitya samare'surah | 
svargalokamagatturnam devarajajighamsaya Il 501I 
tato'bhavanmahadyuddhamindrena saha daivataih | 
tato ravanamabhyetya babandha tridaSesvarah II 51 II 


Soon, that demon (Ravana) conquered Yam (the Lord of death) and Varun (the God 
of water), and then made an assault on the heavens with the intention to kill the king 
of Gods, Indra, himself (50). 


There, he fought a very fierce and pitched battle with Indra and other Gods. The lord 
of the three worlds (i.e. Indra) was able to out-maneuver Ravana; he captured the 
demon and put him in shackles (51). 


AKA ASAI AANG: YATO | 
Med aR aege forcar GAF Ii VII 
Sod s[élcdI TARA soc! ASIAT: | 
Aana g faz sjétedog, weil RA II €31l 


tacchrutva sahasagatya meghanadah pratapavan | 
krtva ghoram mahadyuddharn jitva tridaSapungavan Il 52 I 
indram grhitva badhvasau meghanado mahabalah | 
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mocayitva tu pitaram grhitvendram yayau puram Il 531 


When the news reached Meghnad, the most famous, powerful, strong and valiant son 
of Ravana, he came to help his father, and there was a very pitched and fierce battle 
between the two sides (i.e. between Indra and Meghnad). He (Meghnad) conquered 
the Gods [52], captured Indra and tied him up. Thus, Meghnad, the most strong and 
valorous one, got his father freed, and brought Indra as a captive to his own capital (at 
Lanka) [53]. (52-53) 


Jel J ARIARI Gdog ATGA: | 

Gta Aol TIAA FEI asidoi weil I| vil 
avi forh Ao Bator icar gA q 1 
bari dice agi: URAT: || il 


brahma tu mocayamasa devendram meghanadatah | 

dattva varan bahümstasmai brahma svabhavanam yayau II 541 
ravano vijayi lokan sarvan jitva kramena tu | 

kailasam tolayamasa bahubhih parighopamaih II 551 


Brahma (the creator) went and bargained for the freedom of Indra from the clutches of 
Meghnad by giving the latter a number of boons’. Having obtained Indra's freedom, 
Brahma went back to his abode (and Indra went to his kingdom in the heaven) (54). 


The victorious Ravana progressively, one after another, conquered all the different 
Lokas. [To wit, Ravana vanquished all the parts of the world, and subjugated all its 
inhabitants consisting of all the different species and classes of living beings, the 
mortal creatures as well as gods, demigods etc.). 

Having done so, he had become so confident of and arrogant about his 
invincibility, might, prowess, potent, valour and punch that he haughtily lifted Mt. 
Kailash (the abode of Lord Shiva) with his huge, strong and robust arms which were 
like giant forks? (55). 


[Note— It was a sort of ransom paid by the grandfather Brahma to liberate Indra from 
the clutches of his vanquisher, Meghnad. This sort of blackmail was one way in which 
the demons were able to acquire numerous boons, and then use these boons to further 
blackmail the Gods and extend their sphere of influence, till it was possible for the 
complete subjugation and rout of all the Gods. 

Refer also to Anand Ramaya, Sarkand, Canto 13, verse nos. 78-82. 


?Ravana's arms resembled huge forks; their palms and fingers were like the end of a 
fork with which one scoops up something, while the forearm and biceps were like the 
handle or the shaft of this gigantic fork. He scooped up the mighty Mt. Kailash with 
his fork-like hands, using his fingers to dig below the base of the mountain and ease it 
up from its foundation, and then hold it aloft by balancing it on his spread-out palms 
that acted like a huge platter or a pedestal on which the mountain rested.] 
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dq olodi*d2Uld ASA ASRR: | 
Toad ont rS Po I ll 
OPIS didi eril ETTA, | 

dol acl gja: yera AAAA: I uli 


tatra nandisvarenaivam śapto'yarh raksasesvarah | 

vanarairmanusaiscaiva na$am gaccheti kopina II 561 
Sapto'pyaganayan vakyam yayau haihayapattanam | 
tena baddho daSagrivah pulastyena vimocitah II 571 


There, the sacred bull called Nandi (which is the mount of Shiva) angrily cursed the 
king of demons (Ravana) in indignation, prophesizing that he would die at the hands 
of a human and monkeys! (56). 


But Ravana was so overcome with arrogance, haughtiness and over-confidence in his 
invincibility (because of the boons which he had received by Brahma in verse no. 13 
and his subsequent successes) that he paid no attention to that curse. 

Instead of hesitating and trying to find a way out of this hang-man's noose that 
hung perpetually around his neck, he became more aggressive and belligerent, 
moving to the capital of Haihairaj (1.e. Sahastrarjun) to subdue him. There Ravana 
was captured by the latter and kept in captivity. Sage Pulastya (grandfather of 
Ravana) came to his aid and got him released at that time" (57). 


[Note— Refer also to Anand Ramaya, Sarkand, Canto 13, verse nos. 84-89. 

This was the second major setback for Ravana after his first defeat at the 
hands of Indra as in verse nos. 50-51. His hitherto reckless, aggressive, belligerent 
and unhindered journey of relentless conquest now left the demon in self-doubt and 
tenterhooks of suspicion because of the Nandi's curse—from now onwards he became 
wary and sore affright of humans and monkeys, the humble and apparently 
inconsequential creatures whom he had hitherto regarded with utter disdain, and 
whom he treated them as being mere dust which could be trampled underfoot at will, 
without the guts and the wherewithal to offer even a semblance of resistance to him 
and his powerful might. 

But as providence ordained, this over-confidence on the part of Ravana which 
made him exempt humans and monkeys while seeking a blanket protection against all 
his enemies at the time of seeking boons from Brahma proved to be his undoing; it 
was like the proverbial last straw on the camel's back that made him collapse, for it 
was this loophole, or a lapse if we shall like to call it so, that Nandi exploited when he 
cursed Ravana that he will die at the hands of humans and monkeys. Perhaps he 
regretted now as to why he had haughtily and over confidently overlooked them while 
he was asking for boons from Brahma in verse no. 13, Canto 2. 

Now, who were these ‘humans and the monkeys’ who would kill Ravana? The 
story of the Ramayana tells us that the humans were Lord Ram and his brother 
Laxman, while the monkeys were the residents of the kingdom of Kishkindha of 
which Sugriv was the king, and they formed the army that the Lord used in the War of 
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Lanka to defeat and slay all the cruel demons, including Ravana, Kumbhakarna and 
Meghnad. 


?Refer also to Anand Ramaya, Sarkand, Canto 13, verse nos. 90-95.] 


ddisitacaRiea RAER | 
aadota PAU MÍA GAPEER: | Vil 
LARA g aR: AJ A gR: | 
fase Adz AI ADR A: I Veil 
3IdUI: RALA Va ADI ABc: | 

JPR 2dd9l AA Gaol Fada ATOL II Eoll 


tato'tibalamasadya jighamsurharipungavam | 
dhrtastenaiva kaksena valina daSakandharah II 581 
bhramayitva tu caturah samudran ravanarn harih | 
visarjayamasa tatastena sakhyam cakara sah Il 591I 
ravanah paramaprita evam lokan mahabalah | 
cakara svavase rama bubhuje svayameva tan II 601l 


Then he (Ravana) determined to kill the king of monkeys (named Vaali) who was 
immensely strong and powerful, but the tables were turned on him, and he was 
captured by Vaali and kept pressed or squeezed under his arm-pit (58). 


He (Vaali) took Ravana around the four great oceans, and then released him. Then 
Ravana made friends with him (i.e. Ravana made a treaty of friendship with 
Vaali) (59). 


Oh Lord Sri Ram! In this manner, Ravana could subdue and ruthlessly conquer the 
whole world by the strength of his armsl and began enjoying it himself most 
delightedly as if it were his unquestioned fiefdom (because he had no opposition of 
any kind left around from whom to fear) (60). 


[Note— Refer also to Anand Ramayan, Sarkand, Canto 13, verse nos. 96-101.] 
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Section 2.3: 


Ram Charit Manas 


Earlier in Chapter no. 1 we have read about the previous life of Ravana when he was 
known as the famous king named Pratapbhanu. The Chapter concluded with Doha no. 
176 of Ram Charit Manas which observed that though Ravana and his siblings were 
born in the glorious family of an illustrious sage named Pulastya, but because of the 
curse of the Brahmins they, however, became epitomes of vices, sinfulness and evil. 


Now we shall pick up the thread from where we had left it in that Chapter, and read 
on with how things developed further for Ravana and others, about their acquiring 
various boons and then establishing the great Kingdom of Demon race as narrated in 
the famed epic ‘Ram Charit Manas’. The following verses, from Baal Kand, Chaupai 
line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 177—to Doha no. 180 describe these events. 


do. wie fafa ag dite arg var sa ate ot at 90 
Tas Fen) au efi ferr | ang ot Wet A TT N R M 
«mft fart ue nè cater | eters Tat BA SATE AT d 3 
€H lg ch US TAN | A AST Sal Ss SIT UE UI 
We TE TS aT Her b sen fuferdf ae Shar & N 


caupa’. 


kinha bibidha tapa tinihum bha'i. parama ugra nahirh barani so ja’. 1. 
gaya'u nikata tapa dekhi bidhata. magahu bara prasanna mair tata. 2. 
kari binati pada gahi dasasisa. bole'u bacana sunahu jagadisa. 3. 

hama kahü ke marahim na marem. banara manuja jati du'i barem. 4. 
évamastu tumha bara tapa kinha. maim brahmānř mili tehi bara dinha. 5. 


All the three brothers (Ravana, Kumbhakarna and Vibhishan) did severe Tapa 
(penance) with all sincerity and diligence, employing all means within their reach to 
attain success in it. Their Tapa was so harsh, strict and intense that it is beyond words 
to describe it'. (1) 


The Creator (Brahma) was pleased when he observed their Tapa, and he went to them 
and said, ‘Dear, I am very pleased with you. Ask any boon that you desire from me.’ 


Q) 


[The Creator had first approached the eldest of the three brothers, Ravana.] The 10- 
headed one (Ravana) bowed to the Creator most reverentially and caught hold of his 
feet. Then he said prayerfully, ‘Listen, oh the lord of the world. (3) ---- 
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I must not be killed by anyone, except monkeys and human beings." (4) 


Brahma replied, ‘So shall it be. You have done severe Tapa by the virtue of it you 
have met me, Brahma the Creator. So I bless you with this boon that you desire.’ (5) 


[Note— In Adhyatma Ramayan, Uttar Kand, Canto 2 we read about the severity of 
their Tapa. Ravana fasted for one thousand years, at the end of which he offered one 
of his heads to the sacrificial fire. Then he fasted for another thousand years, offering 
his second head at the end of this period. He continued with this practice for ten 
thousand years, and when he was ready to offer his last head, Brahma appeared before 
him. (Refer: verse nos. 10-11.) 

Kumbhakarna did Tapa for ten thousand years, and Vibhishan for five 
thousand years while standing on the toe of one foot. (Refer: verse nos. 8-9.) 

A similar version is found in Anand Ramayan, Sarkand, Canto 13, verse nos. 
47-50. 


“In Adhyatma Ramayan, Uttar Kand, Canto 2, verse no. 13, Ravana has been specific 
in seeking immunity from Garud (the mount of Lord Vishnu, representing all sky- 
borne creatures), Serpents (representing all subterranean creatures and reptiles), 
Yaksha (demi-gods and spirits), Gods (residents of heaven), Demons (residents of 
nether world as well as members of his own race who may oppose and challenge his 
authority). 

He thought that if he is granted fearlessness from such powerful forces, then 
humble monkeys and humans would be like dust for him, for they would never dare to 
stand before him. This loophole was later used to derive the maximum benefit by the 
Gods and Lord Vishnu when Ravana went berserk, killing, plundering and ravaging 
the creation merciless, because the Gods assumed the form of monkeys and Lord 
Vishnu of a human prince called Lord Ram to finally slay Ravana and eliminate the 
scourge of the cruel demons. | 


UP WY Sra ufé was ide facts Tr STEHT was & N 
wif Uf Get Fa ara stare | aise Aa SSH HUI I o N 
ane UR arg ata tet unu ate are we HT c t 


puni prabhu kumbhakarana pahim gaya'ü. tehi biloki mana bisamaya bhaya'u. 
6. 

jaum ehir khala nita karaba aharu. ho'ihi saba ujari sansarü. 7. 

sarada preri tasu mati pheri. magesi nīda masa sata keri. 8. 


[Then the Lord (Brahma) went to Kumbhakarna. As he saw his colossal form he was 
confounded and alarmed, wondering what would happen to this creation if all these 
wicked demons got absolute immunity from punishment and death, because then they 
will unleash a horrible torrent of torments with impunity, causing untold misery, grief 
and pain to all the creatures of the creation. This was not acceptable to the Creator, as 
it was his moral duty to protect the creation and its inhabitants he had himself created; 
being the great forefather of this creation he was also its patron caretaker and 
protector, responsible for its security and well-being. He cannot allow his 
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discretionary powers to grant boons to come in the way of fulfilling his larger duties 
and responsibilities in this creation. So he was alarmed when he saw Kumbhakarna. 

He thought for a while and decided that since he has already granted boons to 
Ravana and it cannot be reverted, the best he can do now was to limit the damage 
already done by stopping it from getting doubled by granting unbridled powers to 
Kumbhakarna. To wit, if he manages Kumbhakarna into asking some inconsequential 
boon, something nonsense and idiotic, then at least the horrors that the world would 
face would be reduced by half, as it then would only be limited to Ravana’s whims. 

Therefore, Brahma signaled Saraswati, the goddess of speech and wisdom, to 
act swiftly and delude Kumbhakarna’s mind so that he asks something foolish and 
harmless. | 


The Lord then went to Kumbhakarna, and seeing him he was filled with dismay. (6) 


He thought to himself, “If this colossus fellow eats to his fill every day, the world 
would starve and there would be famine all around; the earth would become barren 
and ravished. [To wit, he will eat everything, and there would be nothing left for the 
rest of the creatures to survive on.]” (7) 


So the wise and prudent Creator signaled Saraswati to delude Kumbhakarna’s mind, 
as a result of which he asked for a stupid and ridiculous boon of ‘sleeping 
uninterrupted for a period of six months at a time’!. (8) 


[Note—'On the single day when he woke up and ate, there was a virtual famine in the 
whole world, for he ate up everything that was available that day. Refer also: Ram 
Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 180. 

What did Kumbhakarna eat? Well, a glimpse is available in Ram Charit 
Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 64 which says he 
gobbled up entire buffalos and drank huge cans of wine. The demons in general 
feasted on all living beings, such as humans, including sages, animals of all 
denominations, such as the cows and the buffaloes to mention only a few—tefer: Ram 
Charit Manas, (1) Sundar Kand, Chanda line no. 10 that precedes Doha no. 3; and (ii) 
Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes Doha no. 45. 

And how huge was he? He was like a living God of Death, and colossus as a 
mountain. (Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes 
Doha no. 62; and Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 65 respectively.) 

It was not only ‘food’ that Brahma had in mind when he inspired Saraswati to 
prevail upon Kumbhakarna to ask for this absurd boon. As has been noted in the 
introductory paragraphs, Brahma reasoned that if Kumbhakarna was knocked out into 
deep slumber, then Ravana would be left alone. He won’t be able to cause much 
nuisance single-handed as he would be able to do if he had an active support of his 
equally wicked brother Kumbhakarna. So the expected horrors would at least be 
reduced by half. The physical dimensions of Kumbhakarna’s body were exceptionally 
huge, for he was as colossal as a great mountain. This meant that his physical strength 
and powers much surpassed that of Ravana. 

So therefore, if the two, Ravana and Kumbhakarna, had joined hands in 
running around berserk, recklessly killing and spreading mayhem in this world, then 
whatever managed to survive from Ravana’s cruelty would also have perished. To 
wit, Brahma’s clever wit in provoking Kumbhakarna into asking a stupid boon of 
‘sleep’ helped the world to survive for a longer period of time than it would have if 
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both the brothers were actively involved in spreading the horrifying reign of the 
demons marked by cruelty, terror and dread in this world. ] 


ao. mg fasitay ure aft Hes V OT ATT | 
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tehim mage'u bhagavanta pada kamala amala anuragu. 177. 


After that, Brahma went to Vibhishan, and said, ‘Son, ask for your desired boon.’ 

He (Vibhishan) asked for a boon that he should have unwavering, undiluted, 
unhindered and eternal devotion and affection for the lotus-like holy feet of the Lord 
God! (Doha no. 177) 


[Note— In his previous life, Vibhishan was the chief minister of king Pratapbhanu. 
His name was ‘Dharmaruchi’, one who took great interest in the virtues of goodness 
and righteousness. He was a pious soul, and this great trait in his character came down 
to him in his current birth as Vibhishan. Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, 
Chaupai line nos. 4-5 that precede Doha no. 176.] 
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so'i mayam dinhi ravanahi ani. ho'ihi jatudhanapati jani. 3. 
harasita bhaya'u nari bhali pa't. puni do'u bandhu bi'ahesi ja’. 4. 


Brahma went to his abode after granting them their desired boons. Then they (the 
three brothers) came back home elated and happy. (1) 


A demon named ‘Maye’ (who was the architect of the demon race) had a most 
beautiful and charming daughter named Mandodari. (2) 


He brought her and gave her in marriage to Ravana as he realized that soon the latter 
would be the ruler of the demon race (and the most powerful one in the whole world). 


(3) 


Ravana was very pleased to get a nice wife for himself. By-and-by he also got his 
other two brothers married. (4) 
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[Note—Refer: Adhyatma Ramayan, Uttar Kand, Canto 2, verse nos. 39-43. It says 
Kumbhararna was married to Vrittajwala, the daughter of demon Virochan, and 
Vibishan to Sarma, the daughter of Sailush who was a king of the Gandharvas 
(celestial musicians). 

Similar thing has been said in Anand Ramayan, Sarkand, Canto 13, verse nos. 
44, and 65-66.] 


fif tape wen Pay remit à fate ra ote sift srt uu 
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giri trikuta ēka sindhu majhari. bidhi nirmita durgama ati bhari. 5. 

so'i maya danavam bahuri samvara. kanaka racita manibhavana apara. 6. 
bhogavati jasi ahikula basa. amaravati jasi sakranivasa. 7 

tinha ter adhika ramya ati banka. jaga bikhyata nama tehi lanka. 8. 


In the middle of the ocean was a wonderful mountain with three lofty summits. It was 
called ‘Trikut’; it was extensive in dimensions and most difficult to access. (5) 


The demon Maye (who was the architect of the demon race) re-constructed and 
renovated it wonderfully, with full majesty, splendour and glamour. The newly 
refurbished city had countless majestic gilded palaces that were decorated with 
priceless gems. (6) 


This city was as wondrous and beautiful as the legendary city of the serpents in the 
subterranean world, known as Bhogawati, as well as the city of Indra, the king of 
gods, that is known as Amravati. (7) 


Nay, this newly founded city of the demons actually much surpassed these two 
legendary capitals (of the serpents and the demons) in its majesty, splendour and 
glamour; it was more charming, wondrous, beautiful and glamorous than the two of 
them. It was impenetrable and most awe-inspiring. Its name was ‘Lanka’’. (8) 


[Note—'This city was earlier the residents of the demons, but they had abandoned it 
out of fear of Lord Vishnu. They went and started living in the nether world. For some 
time it was left in ruins, but it was re-build by Kuber, the treasurer of gods, with the 
help of Vishwakarma. When Ravana assaulted and sacked it, it was once again 
reduced to rubble. Then Maye re-constructed it much better than what it previously 
was to convert it into a permanent dwelling place and the capital of the demon race 
after Ravana ascended to power. Refer: Chaupai line nos. 1-5 that precede Doha no. 
179 herein below. 

Refer also to (1) Adhyatma Ramayan, Uttar Kand, Canto 1, verse nos. 42-44; 
and (11) Anand Ramayan, Sarkand, Canto 13, verse nos. 13-15.] 
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HAH Hle AM tad qe AT A SITE TATA IH LS (8 ) I 
okt Uta VS Here sits wrqemrafe erg i 
RK Watt agaaa der GA TS Aig ll $92 (GT) I 
doha. 
kha'irn sindhu gabhira ati carihum disi phiri ava. 
kanaka kota mani khacita drrha barani na ja'i banava. 178 (a). 
hari prerita jehim kalapa jo'i jatudhanapati ho'i. 
sura pratapi atulabala dala sameta basa so'i. 178 (b). 


The mighty ocean, which is most formidable and deep, forms an un-crossable moat all 
around this city of Lanka, making it inaccessible and unapproachable. 

It had a fort with strong fortified walls and ramparts, decorated with gold and 
gems. It was so wonderful to behold that its beauty cannot be sufficiently described in 
words. (Doha no. 178-a) 


Whoever is preordained by the will of Lord Hari (the Supreme Being) to become an 
exceptionally brave, courageous and valiant king of the world, in any of the many eras 
of creation, lives in this city with his army and subjects. (Doha no. 178-b) 


"io. È deb Phar Se MY 1a HSD Neg HH TT 9 UI 
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rahe tahari nisicara bhata bhare. te saba suranha samara sanghare. 1. 
aba taham rahahim sakra ke prere. racchaka koti jacchapati kere. 2. 


In an earlier time there lived in that city (of Lanka) great demon warriors who were 
brave and valiant. All of them were defeated or killed in battle by the Gods. (1) 


At the behest of Indra (the king of Gods—"sakra"), who had conquered the city, 
many thousand warriors of Kuber (the Gods’ treasurer— jacchapati") lived in that 
place at the moment. (2) 


CATS de Galt s ur ur) Aa Uist Te AT AE Uu 3 
tha fame ve ats Heals | as Vita er TU UTS Y I 


dasamukha katahumi khabari asi pa'l. sena saji garha ghérési ja’. 3. 
dekhi bikata bhata badi kataka’l. jaccha jiva lai ga'e para’. 4. 


Ravana heard of it somehow. So he gathered an army of his demon warriors and 
launched an assault, besieging the city. (3) 
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A no-holds fierce battle ensued. When Yaksha, the commander of the garrison 
appointed by Kuber to protect Lanka, saw the formidable demon army of a ferocious 
and vicious disposition, he was sore affright, and abandoning the city he fled for his 
life. (4) 


fat Wer A CaM SET TAS ATT TS aS FIAT II & M 
Wat Wes sum sat i ales dei wast vermis u 


phiri saba nagara dasanana dékha. gaya'u soca sukha bhaya'u bisesa. 5. 
sundara sahaja agama anumani. kinhi taham ravana rajadhani. 6. 


The victorious Ravana entered the city in triumph. He went around it to inspect it. 
Observing its magnificence, splendour and majesty, he felt extremely glad. (5) 


Realising that it was not only beautiful and pleasant but very secure and safe from 
intrusion as it was inaccessible from any side (being surrounded by the ocean which 
formed a deep and huge moat around it), Ravana decided to establish his capital there. 


(6) 


wife wa wit aife Te GRE (Cup Wehen eripe BTS do di 
Uh S Hat UN MAT | OI AMT elit ot STAT 1 c. UI 


jehi jasa joga bamti grha dinhé. sukhi sakala rajanicara kinhé. 7. 
ēka bara kubera para dhava. puspaka jana jiti lai ava. 8. 


He distributed the buildings of the city amongst his demon warriors in accordance to 
their rank and status, and their eligibility. This was welcomed by one and all, making 
all the demons feel happy and contented. 

[To wit, the demons felt obliged to Ravana as he liberally shared the spoils of 
war with them, like an adroit conqueror who knows how to keep his army in good 
humour and loyal.] (7) 


Once upon a time he launched an attack on Kuber, and snatched his air-plane called 
Pushpak. He then brought it to Lanka as another trophy of his conquest’. (8) 


[Note—'Refer: (i) Adhyatma Ramayan, Uttar Kand, Canto 2, verse nos. 48-49; and 
(11) Anand Ramayan, Sarkand, Canto 13, verse nos. 69-71.] 
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kautukahim kailasa puni linhesi ja'i utha'i. 
manahum tauli nija bahubala cala bahuta sukha pa'i. 179. 


Emboldened by his successive successes, Ravana attacked Mt. Kailash (the abode of 
Lord Shiva), and lifted it in his arms as if trying to judge for himself as well as to 
show others how strong he was. Being successful in it, he felt extremely elated. Then 
he went away. (Doha no. 179) 


[Note—Ravana only lifted Mt. Kailash, but he soon placed it back. With this single 
feat he sent a signal to the Gods and to everyone else in this creation to be careful 
with him—for he is extremely strong and powerful inasmuch as he could easily life 
Mt. Kailash, and so no one stands any chance against him if they dared to challenge 
his might. 

Ravana was so proud of this singular feat that he boasted of it repeatedly 
whenever he found a chance to do so. Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Doha 
no. 22-b; Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 25; and Chaupai line no. 8 that 
precedes Doha no. 28.] 


"dio. ga uf ua SA Vals (AT WaT Ser Sf SETS I 9 I 
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caupat. 


sukha sampati suta sena saha’. jaya pratapa bala bud'dhi bara". 1. 
nita nütana saba barhata ja’. jimi pratilabha lobha adhika'. 2. 


Ravana's fortunes were on the ascendance, as his happiness, joy and pleasures, his 
wealth and prosperity, his sons, army and close attendants, his fame, glory, strength 
and majesty, his mind and its various faculties, as well as the praise and honour 
heaped upon him for his exploits—everything kept on increasing with the passage of 
time. It was like the case of greed and yearnings increasing exponentially with each 
gain or success that one attains. (1-2) 
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atibala kumbhakarana asa bhrata. jehi kahum' nahim pratibhata jaga jata. 3. 
kara'i pana sova'i sata masa. jagata ho'i tihümi pura trasa. 4. 

jaum dina prati ahara kara so't. bisva begi saba caupata ho’. 5. 

samara dhira nahirn ja'i bakhana. tehi sama amita bira balavana. 6. 


His brother was Kumbhakarna; he was so strong, powerful and valiant that no one 
was ever born in this world to match him in these glorious virtues. (3) 
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He used to drink a lot of wine and slept for six months at a stretch. (4) 


The day he would wake up to eat, it would be a calamitous day for the world as 
everything would be completely ruined. [To wit, he wiped out everything worth 
eating, and so the world was left high and dry as if there was a great famine on the 
day Kumbhakarna ate.]' (5) 


His valour, courage and steadfastness in the battle-field was so laudable and great that 
it cannot be described so much so there was not a single warrior in the whole of 
Lanka (and by implication in the whole of the demon race) who could ever match him 
in these qualities. (6) 


[Note—'Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line nos. 6-8 that precede 
Doha no. 177.] 


aes WS Ya A | Te AE WAH eile SAT ATL 9 di 
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baridanada jétha suta tāsū. bhata mahum prathama līka jaga jasü. 7. 
jehi na ho'i rana sanamukha ko’. surapura nitahim paravana ho^. 8. 


Baridnatha (another name for Meghanad, also spelled as Meghnaad) was Ravana's 
elder son. He was counted as being the first in the rank of great warriors. (7) 


No one dared to face him in the battle-field. His name created a virtual stampede in 
the heaven as every one of the gods ran helter-skelter and scampered for cover by the 
mere mention of his name. (8) 
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kumukha akampana kulisarada dhümaketu atikaya. 
eka eka jaga jiti saka aise subhata nikaya. 180. 


There were excellent valiant warriors there (in Lanka); some of the names of such 
great warriors were Durmukha (literally meaning one with an ugly face), Akampan 
(literally meaning one who never shook in fear), Vajradanta (literally meaning one 
with teeth that were as strong as Vajra, the strong weapon of Indra, the king of gods), 
Dhumketu (literally meaning who was like a comet), Atikaye (literally meaning one 
with a colossus body), etc. 

These are but only a few names, for there were countless other matchless 
warriors like them in Lanka. Every one of them was competent to win the world 
single-handedly, without assistance. (Doha no. 180) 
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Part 1 


Chapter 3: The Reign of Dread and Terror 
Unleashed by Ravana and the Demons 


In the previous Chapter no. 2, we have read how the demons, led by their king 
Ravana, established their kingdom with its capital at Lanka, a magnificent city 
situated on an island in the middle of the ocean. Initial resounding successes that were 
compounded by the boons Ravana had received from the Creator made him 
excessively arrogant and haughty beyond reason. He thought that the time of the 
demons had arrived, and fate was in their favour after a long time. Confident of his 
own strength and powers and invincibility, he became belligerent and determined to 
settle old scores with the Gods and also with the Brahmins due to whose curse he had 
to become a demon in the first place. 

He also decided to go after the blood of sages and all other holy men as he 
feared that they have such great mystical powers that if he left them alone unharmed 
then they would team with the Brahmins and Gods, the deemed arch enemies of the 
demons, and the result would be a formidable force that may obstruct his plans to 
become the sole sovereign of the world and restore the lost glory of the demon race. A 
prudent king does not allow even a single seed of dissent or discontent or opposition 
to remain uncrushed, because a single, seemingly harmless seed might produce a 
thorny, poisonous plant that would one day prick and kill the same person who had 
had mercy on it and had spared it from being smothered earlier. 

So therefore, Ravana decided to vanquish all Brahmins and Gods, as well as 
all sages and saintly persons, instilling such fear in their mind and heart that they 
would dare not raise their heads against him. The demons had always thought that the 
Brahmins, the Gods and the sages were their greatest enemies, so now that they had a 
powerful king in the person of Ravana it was the right time for them to assert their 
authority and reclaim their lost glory and powers. 

Like a person who is long deprived of food and longs for even a morsel 
suddenly gets free access to a larder full of delectable delicacies, at which he lunges 
greedily and with full force, the demons, who were emboldened by Ravana’s 
extraordinary prowess and powers that were bolstered by the boons of Brahma, and 
who felt that for far too long they had been subjected to harsh treatment, injustice and 
unfair deal at the hands of Gods and Brahmins, went amok with full vigour, going on 
a recklessly spree spreading dread, terror and havoc on all the corners of the earth, 
killing, plundering and tormenting all and sundry without exception. They wanted to 
wreak vengeance with full punch and force upon those whom they perceived as their 
hereditary arch enemies. 

In the larger scheme of things, however, the demons’ unbridled reign of terror 
and endless cycle of crimes and vices, excessive sinfulness, decadence and turpitude 
et al, suited well the Creator, because only when the balloon is full of gas, and when 
more and more of it is pumped into the balloon till it can’t hold any more of this gas 
that it would finally burst, the Creator waited patiently and bid for time till all the 
limits of tolerance and forbearance and forgiveness were crossed by the demons, 
which was when the Creator would have an excuse to find a way to neutralize or 
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rescind on his own boons without anyone accusing him of any wrong-doing. And so, 
in due course of time, it did happen that way, because the demons, finding no 
opposition to them and having acquired immense powers and strength, virtually 
sledgehammered and bludgeoned their way through this world, reducing Dharma 
(religion and noble principles) to rubble, and making all the horrified creatures wail 
and grieve in excess of pain and misery. 


In this Chapter no. 3 we shall read all about the way the demons, led by their 
invincible and haughty king Ravana, had spread terror and dread throughout the 
creation. Ravana had become a big Hector and Achilles of his time; a big bully and 
tormentor, a merciless brute, a ruthless and unbridled warrior, a haughty, arrogant and 
egoist ruler of the world, but at the same time matchlessly brave, bold, valorous, 
courageous, strong, fearless and mighty, someone invincible and immune to death 
except for one weakness in his body which made him vulnerable, his Navel, for if 
someone hit him here with a sharp weapon, such as an arrow, it was destined that 
Ravana would die, very much like Achilles’ Heels. 

We will read these developments as narrated in the epic Ram Charit Manas of 
Tulsidas as follows: 


Ram Charit Manas 


The narration of the demons’ reign of terror, and the dread and havoc they created in 
this world has been narrated in Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, from Chaupai line no. 
1 that precedes Doha no. 181—to Doha no. 183. 
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caupa’. 


kamarüpa janahim saba maya. sapanéhum jinha kem dharama na daya. 1. 
dasamukha baitha sabham' ēka bara. dekhi amita pana parivara. 2. 

suta samüha jana parijana nati. ganai ko para nisacara jati. 3. 

sena biloki sahaja abhimani. bola bacana krodha mada sani. 4. 


All the demons were personified forms of worldly passion and lust; they also had the 
magical ability to assume any form they wished (kamarüpa)'. 

Besides this, they knew all sorts of wicked tricks, and were experts in the art 
of creating delusions and hallucinations (janahim saba maya). 

They never ever dreamt of Dharma (religion, righteousness, probity, propriety 
and nobility—“sapanéhum jinha kern dharama"), nor of mercy and kindness (na 
daya). (1) 
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['Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha 
no. 176 where also this unique quality of the demon race has been reiterated. ] 


One day, while sitting in his royal court, the 10-headed Ravana looked around 
proudly and saw his huge family consisting of a countless number of demons. (2) 


His extensive family consisted of his sons, attendants, kith and kin, and other relatives 
that were close to him, as well as the innumerable subjects of the demon kingdom that 
were divided into many other clans, sects and denominations having countless 
members. (3) 


When he observed his huge army, he felt a natural sense of pride. Emboldened by this 
sight, his ego was stoked; he said very angrily and haughtily, ---- (4) 
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sunahu sakala rajanicara jutha. hamare bairi bibudha barütha. 5. 

te sanamukha nahirn karahim lara'l. dekhi sabala ripu jahim para'. 6. 
tenha kara marana ēka bidhi ho". kaha'um bujha'i sunahu aba so". 7. 
dvijabhojana makha homa saradha. saba kai ja'i karahu tumha badha. 8. 


[Ravana addressed his generals and courtiers, speaking with a strong hint of 
vengeance in his voice. He instructed his army, saying in an angry tone marked with 
vengefulnesss—] ‘Listen all of you demon warriors. The Gods and their followers are 
our natural enemies’. (5) 


They are so cowardly that they don't fight face to face with their enemies, and as soon 
as they discover that their adversary is strong, they flee from the place. (6) 


There is one way by which they can be annihilated. I shall now tell all of you how to 
go about it. Listen carefully. (7) 


Go and prevent the Brahmins from feeding themselves and making offerings to these 
Gods through fire sacrifices. Stop them from doing religious practices and performing 
rituals such as offering oblations, doing ablutions and performing fire sacrifices, as 
well as other ceremonies such as offering food and water to the spirits of dead 
ancestors. 

[To wit, force the Brahmins and the Gods and the Spirits to starve. These 
Brahmins are deemed to be representatives of the Gods on earth, so if they starve they 
will become weak and ultimately die. The offering that these Brahmins make to the 
fire during the sacrifice provide nourishment to the Gods in heaven; so if you stop 
these religious practices the Gods too will die of hunger. Just like the Gods, the Spirits 
too will die of hunger and thirst if no one offers them food and water during 
ceremonies to mark the dead. So therefore, if we, the demons, wish to eliminate all 
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opposition to our rule and well-being then it is absolutely essential to weaken the 
Gods and the Brahmins by making them starve.] (8) 


[Note—'The Gods and the Demons had been natural enemies from the very 
beginning. The simple reason, without going into the mythological history, is that 
they represent two absolutely opposite and inimical aspects and virtues in this 
creation. It is just like the case of day and night; though both form an integral part of 
life on earth but they can’t exist simultaneously—for if it is day then there cannot be 
night, and if it is night then daylight is out of the picture. It’s a natural phenomenon. 
So, while the Gods represent all that is good, righteous, noble, holy and auspicious in 
this world, the Demons symbolize just the opposite—i.e. everything that stands for 
evil, sin and wickedness. 

Coming specifically to the case of Ravana and his clan of demons, the special 
reason for his aggravated hate and spiked antagonism for the Gods, the Brahmins and 
the holy people attired like the hermits, the sages and the ascetics lie in the history of 
his previous life when he was king Pratapbhanu, the story which we have already read 
earlier in Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 
153—to Doha no. 176. 

It was a person disguised as a ‘hermit’ who had cheated him and maneuvered 
things in such a wicked way that Pratapbhanu, who was otherwise a noble and 
righteous king, was cursed to become a demon with his entire family and subjects of 
his kingdom. Who cursed him? It were the ‘Brahmins’ who had cursed him, without 
verifying facts and without determining if he was actually at fault or not. Further, 
when these proud Brahmins learnt a little while later that the king had no role to play 
in the circumstances that led them to curse him, they did not make any effort to 
amend their curse or reduce its intensity so that some soothing balm could be applied 
over the severe harm that was caused to Pratapbhanu due to the unjust curse that they 
had so hastily cast upon him. Say, if they could be in such a hurry to give a curse of 
condemnation on an innocent person, albeit out of misunderstanding or 
misinformation, why couldn’t they ameliorate the suffering of the accursed by giving 
him a boon to counter the pain and injury caused by the unmerited curse? 

Then come the role of the ‘Gods’. Though it is true that they had informed the 
Brahmins that the curse which they had cast on king Pratapbhanu was unjust and 
unwarranted as the king was at no fault, but the Gods could have told this fact to the 
Brahmins earlier also—at the time when there was an invisible voice from the sky 
warning the Brahmins that meat had been mixed in their food, that had made them so 
angry that they cursed the king to become a mean-eating demon—so that the 
Brahmins would not have become angry at the king, but instead would have cursed 
the wicked hermit and his equally wicked friend, the demon, who actually were 
behind the whole conspiracy. 

These developments had an immense psychological impact on Pratapbhanu 
which shook him to the core, and he determined to teach, when the proper time 
comes, all these three categories—the Brahmins, the Gods, and all those who were 
attired as hermits, ascetics and sages—a bitter lesson which they will remember for 
countless generations to come! 

So once Pratapbhanu’s soul entered the body of a demon to become Ravana, 
and Ravana acquired boons of invincibility and unparallel strength from the creator 
Brahma, he went ahead with his ‘teaching’ project with unbridled vehemence and 
excessive wrath known only to a person who seeks retribution with a vengeance as he 
feels that some great injustice had suddenly been heaped upon him at a time when he 
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had no wherewithal to protect himself, nor had he been given a chance to stand trial 
and explain himself. 

Ravana’s actions and deeds are reminiscent of a volcano suppressed over a 
long perios time, and then it suddenly bursts forth with a force of intense fury when it 
finds a crevice or a vent on the surface of the earth to pour out scorching lava that can 
wipe out entire civilisations, reduce earth to a barren landscape of lifeless rocks, and 
also boil the cold water of the ocean to where it flows in streams that are bubbling hot 
like oil spluttering on a pan over the fire place. Like this lava, there was no stopping 
of Ravana! ] 
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When the Gods would have sufficiently starved, they will become weak and 
famished. So sooner or later they will come to us (to surrender and beg for mercy); at 
that time I will either slay them or spare them after fully subjugating them and 
ensuring their loyalty and allegiance to me. (Doha no. 181) 
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méghanada kahurmi puni hamkarava. dinhi sikha balu bayaru barhava. 1. 
je sura samara dhira balavana. jinha kern laribe kara abhimana. 2. 
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He (Ravana) summoned Meghnad (his son), encouraging and motivating him by 
praising his abilities, valour and strength. Then Ravana advised his son [1], ‘All those 
Gods who pride themselves as being steady and invincible in battle, who are proud of 
their strength and courage and previleges [2], you must go and defeat them in the 
battle-field, and then having conquered them and crushed their pride, you must tie 
them up and bring them here in captivity as trophies of war.’ 

When his son heard these instructions of his father, he got up immediately to 
carry them out outright with diligence and vehemence [3]. (1-3) 
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ehi bidhi sabahi agya dinhi. apunu cale'u gadā kara linhi. 4. 
calata dasanana dolati avant. garjata garbha sravahim sura ravani. 5. 


In this way, after having given appropriate instructions to everyone (i.e. to all his 
family members, all his commanders, as well as the countless other chiefs of the 
demon race), Ravana himself got up with a formidable mace in his hand. (4) 


When the ten-headed Ravana stoutly set out on his mission of conquest of the world, 
the whole earth shook under his commanding feet (even as he stomped and stamped 
angrily on the earth while moving ahead briskly to seek and destroy any opposition 
that he may encounter on the way). 

When he roared, yelled and thundered, those spouses of the Gods in the 
heaven who happened to be pregnant at the time, they miscarried’. (5) 


[Note—'A similar thing is reported when Hanuman launched himself, with a great 
sound of thunder and blast in the skies of Lanka, when he was on his way back to the 
other side of the ocean where his companions were waiting for his arrival. At that 
time also, the pregnant women folks of the demons had aborted out of terror. Refer: 
Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 28.] 
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When the Gods heard that Ravana is coming their way angrily, they were terrified out 
of their wits and scampered for cover, quickly hiding themselves in the many grottos 
(caves and catacombs) in Mt. Meru (the great mountain in the heaven on the summit 
of which the Gods had their capital). (6) 


When the ten-headed Ravana reached the wonderfully charming and exceedingly 
pleasant capital city of the ‘custodians of the world’ (i.e. the God; *digapala"), he 
found it abandoned. (7) 


He repeatedly roared victoriously like a lion, profusely and vehemently abusing the 
Gods again and again, shaming them contemptuously, and challenging them for a 
duel. 

[To wit, when Ravana found that the Gods had already run away before his 
arrival in the heaven, he felt very proud of his own strength and powers as now he 
was certain that none of them had the stomach to face him. To further humiliate the 
Gods, who were eternal enemies of the demons, and to demoralize them, to crush 
their self-respect, and to smother their dignity further, he abused them and taunted 
them in the most insinuating way he could devise.] (8) 
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rana mada matta phira'i jaga dhava. pratibhata khojata katahum na pava. 9. 
rabi sasi pavana baruna dhanadharn. agini kala jama saba adhikari. 10. 
kinnara sid'dha manuja sura naga. hathi sabahi ke panthahim laga. 11. 


He ran amok and went wild in this world, running briskly from one of its three 
corners to the other (1.e. to all the parts of the heaven, the earth and the nether world) 
to find anyone who would dare challenge him, as he was intensely itching for a fight 
and was maddened with a burning desire for a duel that would spill blood. 

But to his dismay, and satisfaction at the same time’, he did not find one single 
challenger to his might, anywhere. 

['He was dismayed because his itch for a battle was irritating him, and he 
could not find someone against whom he could rub himself to ease this annoying 
irritation. At the same time he was immensely satisfied to discover that he was the 
mightiest and the strongest one in the whole creation, someone who has sent even the 
Gods, who otherwise are very proud of their own powers, authority and strength, 
shivering for cover out of fear of him, with their wives aborting their embryos! It 
surely must have granted sadistic comfort to Ravana.] (9) 


All the prominent Gods such as the Sun, the Moon, Pawan (Wind-God), Varun 
(Water-God), Kuber (the treasurer of Gods), Agni (Fire-God), Kaal (God of Death 
and Time), Yamraj (the God of Hell)—all these higher authorities and senior 
custodians of their respective realms [10], as well as the Kinnars (heavenly dancers), 
the Siddhas (mystics), human beings, and all the other remaining junior or demi-gods, 
as well as the Nagas (serpents; the custodians of the nether and subterranean 
worlds)—Ravana pursued them all relentlessly, without exception [11]. (10-11) 
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brahmasrsti jaham lagi tanudhari. dasamukha basabarti nara nari. 12. 
ayasu karahim sakala bhayabhita. navahim a'i nita carana binita. 13. 


In every corner of the Creator's creation, wherever there lived any living being, 
verily, every one of them was subjugated by Ravana, and all of them became obedient 
to him (for fear of their lives). (12) 


All the living beings professed their allegiance to him; they obeyed him and came to 
pay their respects to him by bowing at his feet virtually on a daily basis (i.e. regularly 
and without fail). (13) 
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He (Ravana) conquered the whole creation, subjugating everyone and keeping them 
loyal under the might of his arms; none was left independent as everyone was bound 
in bonds of allegiance to him. 

In this way, there was only one sovereign in the whole of the Creator's realm, 
and he was the ten-headed Ravana. He ruled with an iron hand; his word was the final 
law, and whatever he pronounced became the inviolable mandate for one and all. 
(Doha no. 182-a) 
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deva jaccha gandharba nara kinnara naga kumari. 
jiti barim nija bahubala bahu sundara bara nari. 182 (b). 


He forcefully conquered, by the strength of his arms, and then married countless 
maidens belonging to the a wide genres of gods and humans, such as the many senior 
Gods, their junior counterparts such as the Yakshas (spirits), Gandharvas (musicians 
of heaven), humans (of all categories, from the humble man to the mighty kings), 
Kinnars (dancers of heaven), and Naagas (serpents and rulers of the subterranean and 
nether worlds). 

Not only limiting himself to the maidens of the categories listed above, he 
forced his marriage upon countless other beautiful girls and virgins wherever he took 
fancy upon them. (Doha no. 182-b) 


"dio. sid HA al HE Hes IA Ga ws RA HWS I S I 
vente fare enà sme dier i fers eet aha Gag sn ener R N 
caupat. 


indrajita sana jo kachu kahe'u. so saba janu pahilehim kari rahe'u. 1. 
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Whatever he (Ravana) had instructed his son Indrajeet (Meghnad) to do’, the latter 
had done it so quickly that it appeared that he had accomplished his mission even 
before his father had finished his own campaign. (1) 


Now listen to the deeds done by those other demons who were also instructed 
alongside Meghnad in the beginning’. (2) 
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[Note—'Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-3 that precede Doha no. 
182. 


?Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes Doha no.182.] 
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dekhata bhimarüpa saba papi. nisicara nikara deva paritapi. 3. 

karahim upadrava asura nikaya. nana rüpa dharahim kari maya. 4. 

jehi bidhi ho'i dharma nirmüla. so saba karahirn beda pratikula. 5. 

jehim jehirn desa dhénu dvija pavahim. nagara ga'um pura agi lagavahim. 6. 


All the demons, individually as well as in groups, were of colossus sizes, very sinful 
and exceedingly evil, and were inveterate tormentors of the Gods. (3) 


Huge hordes of demons unleashed an uncontrolled reign of terror and mayhem all 
around. They were able to assume magical forms in the way they liked (to carry out 
their schemes). (4) 


They did everything that was against the principles of Dharma (probity, propriety, 
righteousness and noble thought and conduct) and the Vedas (ancient scriptures) to 
ensure that they were completely ruined and utterly defiled. (5) 


In whichever city, town or village they found Brahmins and cows (symbolizing 
domesticated animals), they relentlessly set the whole habitations on fire to burn 
everything down. [To wit, they behaved like an invading army of savages and fiends 
who kill and plunder and burn just for the sadistic pleasure of it.] (6) 
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subha acarana katahuni nahin hō'ī. déva bipra guru mana na ko’. 7. 
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As a consequence, there was no morality, righteousness, propriety and probity left 

anywhere in the world; no one behaved rightly and all traces of goodness vanished. 
No one paid heed to or respected the Gods, the Brahmins or their Guru 

(teachers; preceptors; guides), treating them with utter disrespect and neglect. (7) 


There was no devotion for Lord Hari (the Supreme Being; the Lord God), and neither 
were there any Yagyas (fire sacrifices), Tapa (penance and austerity) or Gyan 
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(spiritual wisdom and gnosis; learning and knowledge of the scriptures and other 
metaphysical branches of knowledge). 

No one even dreamt of hearing any of the scriptures such as the Vedas and the 
Purans. (8) 


[Note—There was a complete breakdown of law and order; goodness, righteousness 
and all other virtues evaporated, and these were replaced by sins, vices, evil and 
perversion that metaphorically turned the green earth into a barren desert. 

There were two obvious reasons for this sorry state of affairs to come about. 
One of course was the direct action of the demons, and the other was an indirect 
affect. The people realized that if they had to survive and live in reasonable peace 
then they ought to do the demons’ bidding, for otherwise these cruel and remorseless 
demons would not only kill them but also burn everything down. Hence, as a measure 
of survival the general populace did what pleased the demons, as in the present frame 
of time they were the realm’s rulers. To do anything that Ravana and his followers did 
not want was inviting death and destruction voluntarily. Who in his right mind would 
want it? ] 
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If the ten-headed Ravana happened to hear that someone was engaged in doing Japa 
(repetition of Mantras and Lord God's holy name), Yoga (meditation, contemplation), 
Vairagya (renunciation), Tapa (penance and austerity), or Yagya (fire sacrifice) and 
offering oblations to the Gods during the process—he would get up instantly himself, 
rush to that place, and lay to waste everything around, killing or arresting all those 
who were engaged in these religious activities, and generally plundering the place. 
(Chanda line nos. 1-2) 


In this way, the whole world was rife with widespread evil and sinful deeds; no one 
bothered to hear anything pertaining to Dharma (righteousness, goodness, probity and 
propriety). 

If anyone said or heard the scriptures, such as the Vedas and the Purans, he 
(Ravana) would terrorize him in many ways, and forced him out of his country (i.e. 
snatched his home and sent him to the wilderness to suffer and die). (Chanda line nos. 
3-4) 
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barani na ja'i aniti ghora nisacara jo karahim. 
hinsa para ati priti tinha ke papahi kavani miti. 183. 


Indeed, it is not possible to describe the extent and intensity of sins and evil deeds that 
the demons were recklessly perpetrating in this world. 

Verily, those who have no morality and sense of propriety worth the name left 
in them, those who have no conscience left in them at all, say what is the use of 
talking about the extent of decadence and degradation to which they can fall, and the 
nadir of evilness and sinfulness to which they could stoop? [To wit, there is no limit 
or end to it.] (Sortha no. 183) 
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Part 1 


Chapter 4: Gods and Mother Earth pray to Lord Vishnu to 
Save them from Ravana’s Tyranny; 
And the Lord’s Promise to them 


In the previous Chapter no. 3 we have read how the demons led by their invincible 
king Ravana had spread a ferocious and vicious reign of excessive of terror and 
mayhem, horrifying the entire creation and causing havoc and torment all around. All 
good virtues were trampled underfoot, and everything that stood for evil, sin, vice, 
perversion, decadence and outright immorality took the front stage. 


Beyond a certain limit everything is bad. When a certain threshold was crossed, when 
the things reached a nadir and became simply and absolutely intolerable, when the 
very existence was in question, then the Gods and Mother Earth decided to approach 
the Supreme Being to do something to save them from further horrors, grief, torments 
and humiliation, and to protect this creation from complete annihilation. 


So the Lord promised them that he will come down to earth himself in the form of 
Lord Ram, and do what is necessary to eliminate the scourge of the evil Ravana and 
his clan of cruel, vicious and ferocious demons. On their part the Gods decided to 
help the Lord by coming down to the earth by assuming the forms of monkeys and 
bears, and then join the Lord in his campaign to eliminate the demons and free 
everyone of their fear. 


In this Chapter no. 4 we shall read all about it from (i) Ram Charit Manas (section 
4.1), and (ii) Adhyatma Ramayan (section 4.2). 
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Section 4.1: 


Ram Charit Manas 


When suffering became impossible to bear, and there was the fear of complete 
breakdown of law and order and annihilation of creation, the Gods, including Brahma 
the creator, and Mother Earth, all got together and contemplated upon the means by 
which they could approach Lord Vishnu, the Supreme Lord who is the protector of 
this creation. The Gods and Mother Earth sought Lord Vishnu, one of the Gods of the 
Trinity, as he is the Lord God who is responsible for taking care of the world and 
ensure its protection and welfare. 


While they were huddled together and wondering what next to do and where to go to 
find Lord Vishnu, Lord Shiva came there, and he advised them to pray fervently and 
with full faith and sincerity right then and there, for they need not go anywhere at all 
in the search of the Lord because he, being omnipresent and immanent, is present 
even amongst their midst, and the only thing that would make him reveal himself to 
them in a visible form is their faith and prayer. 


So the Gods and Mother Earth prayed to the Lord fervently, with the utmost sincerity 
and the greatest supplication that they could command. Lord Vishnu appeared and 
promised them all help; saying that he would personally come down to earth to tackle 
Ravana’s problem. Then Brahma advised the Gods to help and serve the Lord by 
assuming the forms of monkeys and bears, with Brahma himself becoming the aged 
king of bears known by the name of Jamvant. And Lord Shiva did not wish to be left 
behind in this service, so he became Hanuman. Similarly, all other Gods assumed 
different forms as monkeys and bears, depending on their position in the hierarchy in 
the heaven, to serve and help Lord Vishnu. 


This episode is narrated in Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that 
precedes Doha no. 184—to Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 188. 
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During the period when the demons’ had established sovereignty over the world and 
their power and authority were in the ascendance, there was an exponential increase in 
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the number of villains and scoundrels who were unabashedly wicked, thieves and 
gamblers, and who greedily coveted the wealth and women of others. (1) 


They paid no heed or showed respect to either their own parents or to the Gods; they 
made saintly people serve them like slaves or servants. 

[To wit, these demons had no scruples or morality. They feared none, and 
treated all with utter disdain.] (2) 


[Lord Shiva said to Parvati to whom he is narrating this story—] Oh Bhavani! All 
those who exhibit the traits briefly outlined in the foregoing verses! should be 
regarded as ‘demons’. 

[To wit, even if the concerned creature is not in the physical form that is 
usually identified with an ugly, hideous, fearsome and horrifying form of a demon, 
even if the creature has a pleasant countenance and a attractive visage that seems 
sweet to the eye, but if that creature’s acts and deeds are anywhere close to the way 
demons have been described in these verses, then let it be known for sure that that 
particular creature is a demon in disguise. ] (3) 


[Note—'The notorious character of demons, their despicable nature and the evil deeds 
that define them have been outlined briefly in the verses of Ram Charit Manas, Baal 
Kand, (1) Chaupai line nos. 1, 8 that precede Doha no. 181; (i1) from Chaupai line no. 
3 that precedes Doha no. 183—to Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 184.] 


site eh sd cp remet puvu weit ent steer Uv UI 
fuf aR Perey sare fé rep pere Ae ASST en UCET UG t 
Tener at cag fautta (enfe d Weng Werner wae ST N S N 
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When Mother Earth observed that there was an extreme decline of morality, ethics 
and righteousness, when she was alarmed at the level of decadence to which the 
society had stooped, and when all the parameters of Dharma (principles of 
righteousness, auspiciousness, probity, propriety, nobility and goodness) were 
violated and trampled upon (by the demons and their followers), she felt sore affright 
and became extremely restless’. 

[The Earth was terrified as she did not know what to do and how to get rid of 
the scourge symbolized by the demons. She was agitated because she is like a 
*mother' for this creation; for it is in the symbolic womb of the Earth that all living 
beings have their origin, and it is Earth that nourishes and sustains them all from their 
cradle to their grave. Even for the trees and the organisms low down in the hierarchy 
of creation, Earth is not only their dwelling place but also their sustainer and 
nourisher. So therefore, even as a mother feels extremely annoyed, sorry and agitated 
if her children go out of her hands to cause unwarranted and intolerable nuisance and 
mischief everywhere, when Mother Earth saw the kind of mayhem and chaos that the 
demons unleashed in this world, and utter disregard for any principles and scruples 
that they exhibited, creating extreme torment, suffering and hardship for the rest of 
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the inhabitants of the Earth, she was gravely hurt and remorseful. Mother Earth could 
not cope with this sort of suffering any longer; the sinfulness and evilness and cruelty 
and horror that prevailed on her surface was unbearable for her. The demons were like 
a poisonous thorn stuck deep into her bosom, bleeding her, tormenting her and 
constantly rubbing salt over her sore wounds, day in and day out.] (4) 


Mother Earth thought to herself, ‘I do not regard the mighty mountains, the great 
rivers and the endless ocean as any kind of weight on my self, and I do not feel 
inconvenienced or oppressed by them, but someone who is malevolent towards 
others, someone who torments and causes suffering and pain to others, is a weight that 
I can’t bear, for I feel suffocated by such creatures’ presence.’ (5) 


Earth observed that all the principles of Dharma had been corrupted so much so that 
not even a trace of any of the principles of goodness, righteousness and probity 
remained in their primal form. 

[The situation had become so serious and alarming that—] Everyone (i.e. even 
the sages and seers, the mystics and the gods et al) was so terrified of Ravana that no 
one dared speak a word (against him, nor raise any objection or opposition to his 
misdeeds). [To wit, the whole world was so terrified of Ravana’s wrath that they 
thought it better to keep quiet. Even the so-called keepers of Dharma, such as the 
sages, seers and the gods, too preferred to keep mum.] (6) 
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After contemplating over the matter a lot, Earth decided to assume the form of a cow. 
Then she went to a place where other great sages and the gods had already 
assembled’. (7) 


She wept bitterly and narrated her tale of woes. But no one had any solution or and 
answer for her predicaments; everyone, the great sages as well as the mighty gods, 
listened to Earth helplessly, and none could or would offer a solution to her (because 
they were in the same state of confusion and consternation as the Earth)’. (8) 


[Note—'When Earth saw that she had no hope from anyone else because no one 
would stand up against Ravana and the demons to invite their cruel wrath, she decided 
to do something herself. So she assumed the form of a ‘cow’ and went to place where 
all the great sages and gods had got together in a huddle. They too were worried, and 
so they secretly assembled at some out-of-sight place at which the demons had yet not 
paid any attention. These sages and gods were discussing the same matter that had 
created so much consternation for the Earth, and it was of finding a way to get rid of 
this problem of the demons led by Ravana. 


“Earth did not know that these powerful sages, seers and gods were as helpless as her. 
In fact, they had assembled at a place precisely for discussing this problem of Ravana, 
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and how to find a way out it. So when she wept and sought their help, they kept quiet 
and pleaded helplessness. It has already been said that Ravana had forcefully 
subjugated sages and gods after getting boons from Brahma. Refer: (1) Doha no. 181 
along with Chaupai line nos. 6-8 that precede it; (11) Doha no. 182 along with Chaupai 
line nos. 2-3, 6-13 that precede it; and (iii) Chaupai line nos. 5-6 that precede Doha 
no. 183.] 
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All those who had assembled to discuss the matter—such as the Gods, the learned 
Munis (sages) and the Gandharvas (demi-gods)—went together to the abode of 
Brahma, the creator. [The immediate matter that concerned them all was Ravana and 
his army of demons who had spread their atrocious rule of horror and grief which had 
made life hell for all living beings. The gods were representatives for all those who 
were suffering at the hands of the cruel and wicked demons, and they went to the 
Creator to seek his help and advice to find out a way of their predicament.] (Chanda 
line no. 1) 


They were accompanied by earth which was extremely terrified, worried and sad; she 
was in the form of a ‘cow’. (Chanda line no. 2) 


When Brahma learnt everything about the gravity of the matter, he felt that the 
situation was beyond his ability and power to either mend or control; he was 
dismayed that he has to concede his helplessness in being able to render any help in 
this matter. (Chanda line no. 3) 


[Brahma's attention was drawn specially to the pitiable condition of earth who was in 
the form of a cow. He felt extremely sorry and worried for her, but though he had 
great sympathy and empathy he was distressed that he could not help her in the least. 
However, being wise and elderly in creation, Brahma had great experience of similar 
situations from the past. Upon deep contemplation he felt that inspite of all odds there 
was still a ray of hope left. So he turned to earth and advised her as follows—] 


Brahma advised earth, which was in the form of a cow, ‘He who is immortal and 
eternal, and whom you serve as a maid (i.e. the Supreme Lord whose command you 
obey most faithfully)—well, that (merciful and gracious) Lord will surely be of help 
to you, as well as for us. [To wit therefore, let us all join hands to pray to that Lord 
and seek his blessing and intervention. I tell you all truly that it is the only feasible 
solution for our predicament.]' (Chanda line no. 4) 
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Brahma the creator (biranci) told earth, ‘Oh Earth! Have patience and courage; 
contemplate upon and remember the holy feet of Lord Hari (the Supreme Being; Lord 
Vishnu). 

The gracious and merciful Lord understands the pain and grief in the heart of 
his devotees. So he will immediately take cognizance of your prayers and initiate 
steps to eliminate the very cause that is tormenting you so much and giving you such 
extreme misery.’ (Sortha no. 184) 


[Note—It ought to be noted here that Brahma has addressed Mother Earth 
specifically, and makes no mention of others who were with her, such as the Gods, the 
sages and the Gandharvas. It clearly means that he was much moved by her pitiful 
condition. Since earth is the dwelling place of all living beings in this world, her 
miserable condition represented the horrors and torments faced by every single 
creature of Brahma’s creation. 

Brahma is the ‘creator’ and the ‘grandfather’ of this creation, and he had 
himself assigned Mother Earth the duty to take care of the day-to-day sustenance of 
his creation. So it is but natural that when he saw Mother Earth, who is his own 
representative, coming to him in utter distress with her grievances and complain to 
him that his creation is being subjected to immense torture, he will be duty-bound to 
give her a special audience. 

This episode also shows that the Creator is more concerned about the welfare 
and well-being of the humble subjects of his creation than he is for those who highly 
placed in the hierarchy of creation. To wit, Brahma is very worried about the suffering 
of ordinary creatures who live an ordinary life on earth, creatures who have no high 
contacts and who are not high-profile individuals like the gods, the sages and the 
gandharvas who had accompanied mother earth. Brahma knew very well that these 
gods, sages and gandharvas etc. are capable of taking care of themselves, but the poor 
creatures whom earth represents are absolutely helpless and hapless, and therefore 
they need special attention. 

That is why Brahma paid special attention to the complaint of Mother Earth, 
and addressed her personally. Obviously all the Gods, Munis and Ghandharvas who 
were with Earth too heard what Brahma said, and everyone decided to jointly pray to 
the Supreme Being to intervene and save them from more horrors and sufferings. ] 
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[Now the crucial thing was to find out where the Supreme Lord was, how to find him, 
so that a request can be made to him to save the world from the horrors of Ravana and 
his race of demons.] 


All the Gods and others who were with them (i.e. the sages, the Gandharvas, Brahma 
the creator, Shiva the concluder etc.) sat down to ponder over the matter of how and 
where to find the Supreme Lord so that they can plead before him and request him for 
help. (1) 


Someone in the assembly advised that the Lord resides in the heaven known as 
Vaikuntha so they must make haste to go there, while someone else said that the Lord 
lives in the middle of the celestial Ocean (called the *payanidhi", literally the endless 
treasury of water, where Lord Vishnu reclines on the coiled body of Seshnath, the 
celestial serpent, as the latter floats on the surface of this vast ocean). (2) 


The fact is that it is an established principle that the Lord always reveals himself in 
response to devotion and the extent of affection and faith that a devotee has in his 
heart. 

[To wit, there is no need to go anywhere in search of the Supreme Being, for 
he is omnipresent and all-pervading. The only single requirement to make the Lord 
reveal himself is to have high level of devotion, affection and faith in him. The term 
‘extent’ indicates that the greater is the intensity of devotion, affection and faith that 
the devotee has in his heart, the easier it 1s for him to make the Lord manifest 
himself.] (3) 


[Lord Shiva, who was also present during the confabulation, told Parvati to whom he 
is narrating this episode—] “Listen Girija (Shiva’s consort)! I was also present in that 
assembly. When I found an opportunity, I spoke up and gave them an advice. (4) 
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hari byapaka sarbatra samana. prema tem pragata hohim maim jana. 5. 
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mora bacana saba ke mana mana. sadhu sadhu kari brahma bakhana. 8. 


[Lord Shiva said—] I told them that Lord Hari (Vishnu) is omnipresent, immanent 
and all-pervading in this creation; he is present everywhere in an even manner. I 
(Shiva) know for certain (by my personal experience) that he reveals himself in 
response of the affection of his devotees. (5) 


Tell me if there is a single place, time, direction and quarter of this creation where the 
Lord is not present. In all sooth and without gainsay, the Lord is present everywhere, 
at all times, and in every imaginable situation in this creation. (6) 


The Lord pervades this creation from the within and the without, for he is revealed in 
the form of the animate as well as the inanimate components of this creation. Inspite 
of this, he is separate and detached from this creation’. 

[ This is the great paradox with the Supreme Being—that though on the one 
hand it is said that every single entity in this creation is a revelation of the Lord in its 
individual form, that the creation itself is an image of the Supreme Being who is also 
known as ‘Brahm’, yet on the other hand the Lord himself is distinct and different 
from any one or all the entities of creation taken together.] 

The Lord manifests himself everywhere as if by magic if there is devotion and 
affection for him just fire that can be ignited with the firewood anywhere if the 
conditions are right". 

[ The ‘fire element’ is inherently present in the firewood in a latent form, for it 
ordinarily remains invisible and dormant. When the right conditions prevail, such as 
when the firewood is vigorously rubbed and a little air is available, this hidden fire 
suddenly emerges in a visible form. Likewise, the Supreme Being is present in an 
invisible form everywhere in this creation. It simply requires devotion, faith and 
affection for the Lord to make him reveal himself instantly.]’ (7) 


These words (advice) of mine were well-received by one and all. Brahma praised me 
and welcomed this advice by an applause, saying ‘well said, well said indeed" ." (8) 
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astuti karata jori kara savadhana matidhira. 185. 


When Brahma the creator heard these words (of Lord Shiva), he felt exhilarated in his 
heart; his body was thrilled and tears began to roll down from his eyes. 

Then he joined his hands in a prayerful mode, stabilized his mind, and began 
to offer his sincere prayers to the Lord carefully. 
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chanda. 


jaya jaya suranayaka jana sukhadayaka pranatapala bhagavanta. 1. 
go dvija hitakārī jaya asurari sindhusuta priya kanta. 2. 

palana sura dharani adbhuta karani marama na jana'i ko'l. 3. 

jo sahaja krpala dinadayala kara'u anugraha so’. 4. 


[Brahma offered his prayers to the Supreme Being with these words—] 


‘Glory to the Supreme Lord! who is the Lord of all the Gods, who gives joy and 
comfort to his devotees, and who grants unquestioned protection to all those who 
come to him to surrender and seek refuge! Glory to him; glory to such a Supreme 
Being! (Chanda line no. 1) 

['In the next stanza we will read that the Supreme Being to whom this prayer 
is being offered is Lord Vishnu, the husband of Laxmi—“sindhusuta priya kanta".] 


You are a benevolent benefactor of the cows (representing all humble and harmless 
creatures), the Brahmins (representing the elderly, learned and wise ones in the 
society. 

Glory to the Lord who is an enemy of the demons (representing the evil, 
sinful, cruel and dark forces of creation), and who is the dear husband of the daughter- 
of-the-ocean (i.e. goddess Laxmi)! [This last statement means that the ‘Lord’ and the 
'Supreme Being' to whom Brahma and the other Gods are offering their prayers is 
Lord Vishnu as he is the consort of Laxmi, the goddess of wealth and prosperity. She 
is called the *daughter-of-the-ocean' because she had her origin in the ocean when it 
was being churned by the Gods and the Demons in search of Amrit, the ambrosia of 
immortality.] (Chanda line no. 2) 


You are the sustainer and the protector of the gods and the earth. No one can know 
your mysteries or the secret behind your wonderful maverick deeds. [To wit, the ways 
of the Lord are beyond the understanding of ordinary mortals. Nay, even the gods fail 
to understand them.] (Chanda line no. 3) 


Oh Lord, who by his very nature and habit most gracious, compassionate and 
benevolent, please be kind upon us (the gods and the earth with all its inhabitants). 
[Oh Lord, we are suffering horribly under the atrocities unleashed by Ravana and his 
army of demons. So we most humbly plead with you to save us and grant us your 
protection.] (Chanda line no. 4) 
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jaya jaya abinasi saba ghata basi byapaka paramananda. 5. 
abigata gotitam carita punitam mayarahita mukunda. 6. 

jehi lagi biragi ati anuragi bigatamoha munibrnda. 7. 

nisi basara dhyavahim guna gana gavahim jayati saccidananda. 8. 


Glory to the Lord who is imperishable and eternal, who dwells in the inner-self of all 
living beings in the form of their Atma (which is pure consciousness), who is all- 
pervading, omnipresent and immanent, and who is an embodiment of supreme bliss, 
felicity and beatitude. (Chanda line no. 5) 


The Lord is beyond comprehension; no one knows or understands either who he is or 
his mysterious ways. He is beyond the perception or reach of the sense organs! (and 
none of these sense organs of perception are able to perceive anything about the 
Lord). 

The deeds and actions as well as the stories that are related to his different 
manifestations—all of them are holy and divine. 

The Lord is free from all Maya (delusions and its affect), and so he is the one 
who grants the nectar of immortal bliss and happiness’. 

[ There are five gross organs of perception in the body: ears that hear, eyes 
that see, tongue that tastes, skin that feels, and nose that smells. A person knows 
anything about the world with the help of one or more of these organs. This stanza 
affirms that the Supreme Being cannot be understood by employing any of these gross 
instruments. Besides these five gross organs of perception, there is the mind and the 
intellect which also act as organs of perception, but at a subtler level. The Lord is 
beyond their reach too. 

^This stanza clearly means that ‘Maya’, or the different kinds of worldly 
delusions and infatuations, is the root cause of all sorts of unhappiness and sorrow 
that torment a living being. Since the Lord is unaffected by Maya, he is therefore an 
eternal source of happiness and bliss.] (Chanda line no. 6) 


It is for the love of the Lord and his sake that those who wise and enlightened 
renounce the gross world and its material temptations, and then they sincerely strive 
to develop deep and unwavering devotion and affection for him within their heart. 
(Chanda line no. 7) 


Such wise and enlightened sages, hermits and ascetics pursue the Lord; they always 
think of him, remember him, constantly contemplate and meditate upon him, and sing 
his glories and invoke his divine name, day and night. 

Glory to this honourable and great Lord who is Truth and eternal 
Consciousness personified, and who is truly an embodiment of infinite bliss, felicity 
and beatitude. (Chanda line no. 8) 
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jehim srsti upa'i tribidha banal sanga sahaya na duja. 9. 

so kara'u aghari cinta hamari jani'a bhagati na puja. 10. 

jo bhava bhaya bhanjana muni mana ranjana ganjana bipati barütha. 11. 
mana baca krama bani chadi sayani sarana sakala sura jutha. 12. 


The Supreme Lord who created this three dimensional world’ all by himself, without 
anyone to help him at all [line no. 9] --- 

---Let this Lord, who is a destroyer of sins and evil forces of creation, also 
listen to our humble prayers offered with the greatest supplication by us, and relieve 
us of all our worries and fears (for we are humble and we do not even know how to 
offer worship or prayers to him in the proper way; so let the Lord forgive us for our 
incompetence in the manner in which we offer this prayer to him) [line no. 10]. 
(Chanda line nos. 9-10) 

['This creation is said to be of ‘three dimensions’ because it has three basic 
types of Gunas or qualities in it: viz. the Sata Guna, the Raja Guna and the Tama 
Guna. The ‘Sata Guna’ represents the positive qualities of virtuousness, righteousness 
and goodness in their best forms; the ‘Tama Guna’ is the opposite of the Sata Guna 
and represents everything that is dark, negative, evil and sinful; the “Raja Guna’ 
stands for those qualities that are combinations of these two, and therefore the median 
quality that acts as a balancing force. In some way or the other, these three qualities 
are represented by the three basic types of inhabitants of this world—the ‘gods’ and 
the ‘demons’ at the two extremities, and the ‘humans’ somewhere in the middle. 

^Brahma wishes to request the Supreme Lord that he should not pay any 
attention to the words which are being used in the prayer that the former is saying, for 
no one is so skilled that he can boast of saying a prayer that is perfect and of the 
highest mark. It pleases the Lord to be humble and unpretentious before him, and so 
even Brahma—who had created the Vedas, the primary scriptures, and as such cannot 
be regarded as unlettered or unskilled—decided to become humble and unpretentious 
before the Supreme Being.] 


The Supreme Lord who destroys the fetters represented by this gross mortal world 
and its many delusions and miseries, the Lord who provides joy and bliss to the Mana 
(mind and heart) of sages, seers and hermits, the Lord who destroys troubles and ill- 
fortunes [line no. 11 ]--- 

---We the Gods have come to take shelter in the holy feet of such a Lord with 
all humility in our command, without any pretension or right to privileges of any kind 
in any of our thoughts, words and deeds (i.e. we are extremely honest in our prayers 
of supplication and in our request for protection from the Lord) [line no. 12]. (Chanda 
line nos. 11-12)’ 
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bhava baridhi mandara saba bidhi sundara gunamandira sukhapunja. 15. 
muni sid'dha sakala sura parama bhayatura namata natha pada kanja. 16. 


No one has ever known or understood the mysteries of the Lord—not even Sarada 
(goddess Saraswati who is the patron of knowledge, wisdom and intelligence), the 
Srutis (Vedas, the most ancient scriptures that are repositories of knowledge), 
Seshnath (the legendary serpent-god who is said to be very close to Lord Vishnu, and 
who has thousand hoods symbolizing someone who has a thousand-fold knowledge of 
any thing), the Rishsis (great sages and seers) and the Ashesas (the remaining sages 
such as the mystics, hermits, ascetics etc.) are able to know the Lord. (Chanda line no. 
13) 


Oh the Supreme God whom the Vedas proclaim as the one who loves all those who 
are humble, distressed, downtrodden and lowly—please be kind to have pity on us 
and take merciful cognizance of our precarious situation. (Chanda line no. 14) 


You are metaphorically like the great Mt. Mandrachal! for the purpose of overcoming 
the fear arising out of this vast ocean-like mortal world of transmigration; you are 
charming and appealing in all possible ways; you are a treasure-trove of all the 
excellent virtues and the best of qualities; and you are a fountain-head of eternal bliss, 
joy and peace. 

['Mt. Mandrachal was used as a churning rod by the Gods and the Demons to 
churn the celestial ocean in the beginning of creation to produce the ambrosia of 
immortality. This ambrosia was called ‘Amrit’, and it removed the fear of death. This 
metaphor is used to imply that the Lord can remove all sorts of fears that the creature 
has in this mortal world.] (Chanda line no. 15) 


All of us—all the sages and seers and hermits, all the mystics as well as the gods who 
are extremely terrified and sore with fright—bow and surrender ourselves at your holy 
lotus-like feet". 

[ Though the gods and the sages have not expressly said that they are terrified 
of Ravana and are being tormented by the demons for which purpose they have come 
to the Supreme Being to ask him to protect them from this scourge and eliminate the 
demons, but it is understood and expected from the Lord that he knows everything 
even without telling him clearly. So the gods and sages thought it wiser and more 
prudent to limit themselves to just offering their obeisance and prayers, and leave the 
rest of the things to the Supreme Being himself. 

Another reason for not specifically mentioning Ravana and the demons was to 
avoid provoking them openly because there were chances that some spy might be 
watching them and he would go and report everything to Ravana. If that happens then 
Ravana would either kill all of them outright for complaining against him, or at least 
make life a burning hell for them by hounding them and subjecting them to endless 
tortures even before the Supreme Being can find time to put into effect his promises. 
So the gods and sages decided to maintain secrecy and show discretion while offering 
their prayers.] (Chanda line no. 16) 
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doha. 


jani sabhaya surabhumi suni bacana sameta saneha. 
gaganagira gambhira bha'i harani soka sandeha. 186. 


Realising that the Gods and the Earth were sore affright, terrorized and extremely 
distressed, and hearing their prayerful entreaties made with the greatest of affection 
and reverence, an invisible Being spoke from the sky (heaven) in a deep-sounding and 
resonating voice that removed their grief, worries and doubts. (Doha no. 186) 


[Note—This was the Supreme Being known as ‘Brahm’ speaking himself—refer 
Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 187 herein below. 

The Lord's voice was grave, deep and resounding like the distant rumble of 
thunder, and as it reverberated all over the place it sent cheers in the rank of the gods 
and made earth smile in joy. It is because when the gods and the earth heard this voice 
they felt reassured as it clearly indicated that their prayers have been answered by the 
Supreme Lord, and the Lord wants to be responsive to their pleas. This was half battle 
won for the gods and the earth, for they were sure that if the Lord has chosen to 
respond to them and reply to their prayers then he will also make sure that their 
prayers are answered in an adequate way, that their requests are satisfactorily attended 
to, and they don't have to go empty-handed and rejected from his doorstep.] 
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caupat. 


jani darapahu muni sid'dha suresa. tumhahi lagi dhariha'um nara besa. 1. 
ansanha sahita manuja avatara. leha'um dinakara bansa udara. 2. 


[The unknown voice of in the sky, which was actually the Supreme Lord speaking, 
said in reassuring words—] ‘Oh sages, mystics and gods‘, don't be afraid at all. I shall 
assume a human form for your sake. (1) 


I shall take birth myself as a human being, along with my fractions that would also 
manifest themselves alongside me (ansanha sahita)’, in the glorious Solar Race (of 
Ayodhya) that is renowned for its liberal ways in magnanimity, benevolence, charity 
and graciousness (dinakara bansa udārāř. (2) 


[Note—'The Lord has addressed the sages, the mystics and the then the gods in that 
order. It is because this is the order in which these exalted ones had mentioned 
themselves to the Supreme Lord while concluding their prayers—refer: Chanda line 
no. 16 herein above. 


^When the Lord says that he will come down to earth accompanied by his fractional 
parts it simply means that he will be accompanied by his assistants or close associates 
to help him fulfill the promises he has made to the gods, sages and earth. 

Had the Lord so wished he could have come alone and slay the demons and 
their leader Ravana by his mere wish, for there is nothing in this creation which is 
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impossible for him or beyond his abilities, but that would have gone against the boons 
granted to Ravana by Brahma—that he would only be killed at the hands of a human 
being. In deference to this boon the Lord was obliged to act like an ordinary human 
being in order to keep the sanctity of Brahma’s words, and so he needed assistance. 
He could not act like some super-man having some super-natural power to slay 
Ravana. 

It is the way of the world that even the mightiest and ablest of kings need 
assistance of many ministers and administrators to run his kingdom, as well as 
commanders and a huge garrison of soldiers to maintain peace and order in his 
kingdom; the king is not a magician who can do things by swinging a magic wand! So 
therefore, if the Lord were to act like a human being in order to slay Ravana and keep 
his words to the gods etc. then he had to refrain from doing anything that is beyond 
any man to do. 

Besides this, it was imperative for the Supreme Being to maintain top secrecy 
in putting his plans into practice lest Ravana would get a hint and quickly undo 
everything before the Lord can even initiate any action. Hence, the Lord had to act 
perfectly like an ordinary human being, not giving any single hint about who he 
actually was. When we read the story of the Ramayana we will realize that the Lord 
had taken strict precautions in this matter—never for even once did he let anyone 
know that he was the Supreme Being and possesses supernatural powers. 

That said, the Supreme Being had to consciously delegate some of his own 
powers and authority to entities that appeared to be separate and distinct from him, 
but were actually the Lord’s own fractional forms that were his own image, in order to 
play his role as a human to perfection. It was done with the express purpose to 
maintain utmost secrecy of the project. It was done so as to make it appear, at least on 
the surface that the Lord’s powers and abilities were limited like an ordinary man, and 
that his ultimate slaying of Ravana and elimination of the cruel demons were the 
natural culmination of a long sequence of events that started when Lord Ram was sent 
to the forest due to family intrigue over the crown of the kingdom, and which went on 
to the point when Sita, Ram’s wife, was kidnapped by Ravana, compelling Lord Ram 
to go to Lanka in an effort to free his wife, which is something any other honourable 
man would have done himself, and which led to the fierce war of Lanka and the 
slaying of Ravana and other cruel demons who had been tormenting the gods, sages 
and earth. 

So now, the question arises “who were these fractional forms of the Supreme 
Being who had accompanied him when he manifested himself as a human being’? 

This question can be answered at two levels, viz. the metaphysical and the 
mythological. We shall briefly glance at both of them. 

At the time creation, when Brahm, the personified form of the cosmic super 
Consciousness, decided to initiate the process of creation, it metamorphosed into three 
cosmic forms to carry out this gigantic task smoothly. It was the first instance of the 
principle of ‘delegation of authority’ when some Superior Authority decides to do 
something great and extraordinary, and in order to attain success in this enterprise this 
Authority divides the main task into its smaller components, assigning one component 
to one of the many junior authorities that are appointed by it to specifically carry out a 
specific job. 

This mechanism helped Brahm to regulate the entire process and also maintain 
self-discipline because though the three forms into which Brahm transformed itself 
were in fact the same Brahm operating at different levels and carrying out different 
tasks. It helped Brahm to easily maintain control over the developments, as for all 
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practical purposes these three forms were distinct from Brahm and independent 
Authorities in their own right, and so a close watch could be kept on their functioning. 
In case one of these forms failed to function properly then remedial methods could be 
initiated, leaving the others to carry out their duties in the normal way. 

Since the three primary forms into which the supreme Brahm metamorphosed 
himself, albeit different and distinct from Brahm, were however the same Supreme 
Being operating through these forms, and so therefore it is said that these three forms 
or Authorities of creation were the ‘fractional parts’ of Brahm. 

And who were these three Authorities? The stupendous task of ‘creation of 
this world’ had three basic steps—viz. first was creation, then came its sustenance and 
protection, and finally its conclusion. The form of Brahm responsible for the first step, 
i.e. ‘creation’, was called Brahma, the creator. The form of Brahm responsible for the 
second step, i.e. ‘sustenance and protection of the creation’, was called Vishnu, the 
sustainer and protector. And finally, the form of Brahm responsible for the third step, 
i.e. ‘conclusion of creation’, was called Shiva, the concluder. Thus came into being 
the ‘Trinity of Gods’. 

The Supreme Being now wished to devise a device by which this creation 
could be created from nothing, because in the beginning there was nothing but pure 
cosmic Consciousness. Brahm had to *imagine' in his mind that there is something 
called ‘creation’, because actually there was nothing. Hence the Upanishads say that 
‘this world is merely an image, that it is an imagination of the mind’. 

To wit, the supreme Brahm employed his ‘Shakti’, or his dynamic power, to 
create an imaginary thing in order to give shape to this world. This Shakti was called 
*Maya', meaning delusion, as it created an illusion of reality when there was none! 

The supreme Brahm used this Maya for another reason too. He wished his 
creation to be self-sustaining and keep on rolling on its own account, without his day- 
to-day role. So he created ‘Maya’ and its associated components. What then do stand 
for? They represent worldly delusions, ignorance, temptations, infatuations, desires, 
greed, and all other such negativities that are associated with this gross mundane 
world. This ensured that the creatures that would be produced in the course of 
evolvement of creation would be able to keep themselves so engrossed in a make- 
belief world in which that they would procreate themselves in the erroneous belief 
that they are masters of their own destiny and are the ones who can create, sustain and 
destroy at their own free will—till of course the time comes when the Supreme 
Authority decides that his creation has become a monster, a Frankenstein, at which 
time he assumes the role of the ‘concluder’ to bring an end to the grand drama. 

So the fourth component that was also a fraction of Brahm was ‘Maya Shakti’, 
the dynamic power to create delusions at the cosmic level, because without this Shakti 
nothing could be achieved. 

With this primary background understanding we conclude that when Brahm, 
the Supreme Being, assured the gods, the sages and the earth that he would come to 
help them with his fractions to assist him, he meant that he himself would assume the 
form of Lord Ram, the one who would play the main role in the elimination of 
Ravana and the demons, and his other subtle forms such as Brahma, Vishnu and Shiva 
along with Maya too would come in different forms to assist him. 

So therefore it was the Supreme Being known as Brahm who became Lord 
Ram. He had three brothers—Bharat, Laxman and Shatrughan. ‘Bharat’ was the one 
who took care of the welfare of the world, and therefore he stood for Lord Vishnu; 
‘Laxman’ was the one who was an embodiment of all excellent virtues, and so he 
stood for Lord Shiva, and like Shiva, Laxman was also very dear to Lord Ram; and 
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‘Shatrughan’ was a destroyer of enemies symbolizing ignorance and delusions, and 
since knowledge helps to eliminate these negative factors, he stood for Brahma, the 
creator of the Vedas. {Refer: (a) Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, (i) Chaupai line no. 5 
that precedes Doha no. 193, and (ii) Doha no. 197 along with Chaupai line nos. 4-8 
that precede it; and (b) Adhyatma Ramayan, Baal Kand, Canto 3, verse nos. 40-41. 

Then there was Sita, the wife of Lord Ram. She was the other assistant of the 
Lord and who played a pivotal role in helping the Lord fulfill his divine mission. It 
was Sita’s abduction by Ravana which became the excuse for Lord Ram to eliminate 
Ravana. Who then was she? From the metaphysical perspective she represented 
Maya, the cosmic Shakti that enabled Brahm to carry out his wishes as outlined herein 
above. 

The supreme Brahm succeeded in his mission of creation with the help of his 
Maya Shakti, and in a similar way his human incarnation Lord Ram succeeded in his 
mission of eliminating Ravana by employing the services of Sita—because Sita had 
played a dynamic and central role in the fulfillment of this mission, as it was Sita’s 
abduction by Ravana that set in motion a chain of events that ended with his slaying 
by Lord Ram. 


There is another view about the form in which the Supreme Being revealed himself 
along with his fractional parts as indicated in this verse. According to Adhyatma 
Ramayan, Uttar Kand, Canto 9, verse nos. 55-58, (a) Lord Vishnu, the sustainer and 
protector of this creation, became Lord Ram; (b) the Seshnath, who is the celestial 
serpent on whose coiled body Vishnu reclines on the surface of the primordial ocean 
and who supports the earth on his thousand hoods, became Laxman; (c) Vishnu’s 
weapon called Chakra, the serrated discus he hold, became Bharat; and (d) Vishnu’s 
conch became Shatrughan. Meanwhile, ‘earth’ herself became Sita—refer: Adhyatma 
Ramayan, (a) Baal Kand, Canto 6, verse nos. 58-72; and (b) Uttar Kand, Canto 7, 
verse nos. 41-44. 


?The Solar Race of Ayodhya is honoured as being very charitable and liberal because 
it had countless kings who became famous for their graciousness and merciful 
disposition as well as for liberal attitude towards charity, magnanimity and 
benevolence. 

Lord Ram taking birth in the ‘Sun’ race is a metaphoric way of saying that the 
Lord’s glories and virtues were as splendorous and radiant as the sun itself. It also 
means that even as the sun removes all darkness by its mere presence, the advent of 
Lord Ram removed all darkness symbolized by the wicked, evil and sinful forces in 
this creation that the demons represented. Even as sunrise immediately dispels fear of 
ghosts and phantoms that lurk in the darkness of the night, the presence of Lord Ram 
in this world eliminated all the fear from the dark forces that create delusions, 
ignorance and all other such negative factors that cause immense horror, grief, misery 
and consternation in the mind and heart of creatures of this world. | 
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kasyapa aditi mahatapa kinha. tinha kahum maim püraba bara dinha. 3. 
te dasaratha kausalya rüpa. kosalapurim pragata narabhüpa. 4. 
tinha kem grha avatariha'um ja’. raghukula tilaka so cari'u bhā'. 5. 


Sage Kashyap and his wife Aditi had done severe Tapa (penance and austerity) in 

some ancient time, and at that time I had already given them a word to become their 
l 

son . (3) 


They (Kashyap and Aditi) have appeared as king Dasrath and his queen Kaushalya in 
the kingdom of ‘Kaushal Puri’ (Ayodhya). (4) 


I shall go and take birth in their royal household in the form of his four sons who 
would be the glory of the race of king Raghu’ (5) 


[Note—'It ought to be remembered here that the wheel of creation continues to rotate 
in a cyclic form and in a rhythmic manner. The measurement of time at the cosmic 
scale is mind-boggling. It would suffice for our purpose here to say that in every cycle 
of creation there is a manifestation of Lord Ram, and in each generation there is a 
unique reason for it. This fact is reiterated in Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai 
line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 122. 

It is believed that in three of these cycles—each being called a ‘Kalpa’ and 
each divided into four divisions known as Yugas, viz. the Sata (which was the first 
era), the Treta (in which Lord Ram was born), the Dwapar (in which Kishna was 
born) and Kali Yugas (the present era)—Lord Vishnu had blessed sage Kashyap and 
his wife Aditi that he would assume the form of their sons, while in the fourth Kalpa 
he blessed Manu and Satrupa. 

The Lord here refers to that Kalpa in which sage Kashyap lived (as clearly 
indicated in Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes Doha no. 
123), while in another Kalpa he manifested due to the boon he had given to Manu and 
Satrupa (as narrated in Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, from Chaupai line no. 1 that 
precedes Doha no. 142—to Doha no. 152). 


"Earlier it was said that the Lord took birth in the Solar Race, and now it is said that 
he took birth in the Raghu Race. The idea is that originally this race descended from 
the Sun God, and hence got its name. But in due course and with the passage of time a 
great king by the name of Raghu was born in it; this particular king was so great and 
glorious and his rule so magnificent that the world henceforth began to identify the 
Solar Race after the name of this king in order to honour his memory and name. So it 
came to be that the Solar Race became the Race of king Raghu, or the ‘Raghu-Race’. 

The four sons of king Dasrath were Lord Ram, and his three brothers Bharat, 
Laxman and Shatrughan.] 


ANG GEA Al Wa HRES pur ouf BAA sms tl & N 
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narada bacana satya saba kariha'um. parama sakti saméta avatariha'um. 6. 
hariha'um sakala bhümi garu'a’. nirbhaya hohu deva samuda^. 7. 
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I shall also be able to prove true the words of sage Narad'. I shall manifest myself 
with my cosmic powers (so that I can successfully eliminate the powerful demons led 
by Ravana). (6) 


Oh Gods, be reassured and feel freed from fear, for I shall surely eliminate all that is 
burdensome for earth and free her from this encumbrance. (7)’ 


[Note—'‘Narad’s words’: Once sage Narad had cursed Lord Vishnu to become a 
human being. The Lord now wishes to fulfill that curse so that the sanctity of Narad’s 
words is upheld. This story is narrated in Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line 
no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 124—to Doha no. 139.] 


mA AAA GA HT | ate fae At ges ASAT 2 N 
qa war entre were (arre sr otra fsref sara t 9 ui 


gagana brahmabani suni kana. turata phire sura hrdaya jurana. 8. 
taba brahmam dharanihi samujhava. abhaya bha'l bharosa jiyam ava. 9. 


When the gods thus heard Brahm's words of reassurance thus spoken from the sky 
(heaven), they were immensely relieved in their hearts, and being now confident of 
salvation and protection from their horrors, they immediately turned back. (8) 


Then the creator Brahma addressed earth and explained to her the ramifications and 
implications of words of Brahm, advising her to feel fearless from now onwards. At 
this assurance from Brahma the earth felt free from the burden of fear and terror that 
had made her suffer her till now. (9) 


ao. fra eirefz fafa À eere ses fin i 
arnt ay att aft ate at ue Weg s! 9461 
doha. 
nija lokahi biranci ge devanha iha'i sikha'i. 
banara tanu dhari dhari mahi hari pada sevahu ja'i. 187. 
Then Brahma went back to his abode after advising all the Gods that they should all 


assume the forms of monkeys and go down to live on earth so that they can serve the 
holy feet of Lord Hari (Vishnu) when he manifests himself there. (Doha no. 187) 


[Note—This Doha clearly establishes that the ‘monkeys’ who formed the formidable 
army that helped Lord Ram in his campaign of Lanka in which the Lord eliminatated 
Ravana and the rest of the cruel demons were none others than these Gods 
themselves.] 
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caupat. 


ga'e deva saba nija nija dhama. bhumi sahita mana kahunř bi$rama. 1. 
jo kachu ayasu brahmam dinha. harase deva bilamba na kinha. 2. 


After being assured by Brahm that the Lord would come down personally to eliminate 
the cause of their sufferings, all the Gods went back to their respective abodes. 
Together with Mother Earth, all the Gods found peace in their hearts, and their minds 
became calm. (1) 


The Gods were very happy to implement the advice given to them by Brahma, and 
they did not waste time in doing what they were told to do. [And what did Brahma 
advice them? In Doha no. 187 we read that Brahma had advised the Gods to assume 
the form of monkeys and go down to earth to help the Supreme Lord when he goes 
there in the form of a human being to eliminate the demons.] (2) 


ATR wg WE fuf areal | aga rer uana fae urat i 3 M 
fit ae 7a arga wa het (efr feraefé HIST tw t 
fa enr we dé Ui at xx Prot Prt otter fa TG N 


banacara deha dhari chiti mahim. atulita bala pratapa tinha pahim. 3. 
giri taru nakha ayudha saba bira. hari maraga citavahim matidhira. 4. 
giri kanana jaham taham bhari piri. rahe nija nija anika raci rūrī. 5. 


The Gods assumed the forms of countless ‘forest dwellers’! (monkeys, bears) and 
came to live on earth. These creatures had stupendous strength and astounding valour. 


(3) 


All of them were brave warriors. Their weapons consisted of mountains (huge rocks 
and boulders), trees, and their own nails (that were long and sharp). 

After descending upon earth they waited patiently, keeping an eager watch the 
path and bidding for the time when Lord Hari (Lord Vishnu in the form of Lord Ram) 
would come that way. (4) 


All of them spread over the earth, living on mountains and in forests, wherever they 
liked and in whatever way they fancied. (5) 


[Note—'It is very interesting to note here that the actual word used in the text is 
“banacara”. This word clearly means ‘those who move around in the forest’, ‘the 
forest dwellers’. It is not said at all that the gods became ‘monkeys or bears’. The 
word “banacara” could also mean forest dwelling tribes who were expected to be 
naturally fierce, ruthless and brave because of the harsh and tough environ of the 
wilds in which they lived all their lives. 

But the convention is that the forest dwellers, the *banacaras", who helped 
Lord Ram and formed his army were ‘monkeys and bears’, i.e. that they “were not 
humans’. Why is it so; what led our ancient chroniclers to decide that the gods had 
assumed the form of ‘monkeys and bears’? 
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Well, the simple and straightforward answer is this: Ravana had been granted 
a boon that he can be killed only by a human being and monkeys, and no one else 
would ever be able to cause his death. So it was determined that besides Lord Ram, 
who was in the physical form of a human being, all the others who played a pivotal 
role in causing Ravana’s death must have been monkeys, and their close companions 
the bears, and no one else. Hence, it was concluded by ancient narrators that the word 
‘banacara’ indeed referred to the forest dwelling creatures such as monkeys and 
bears alone, and not to any others. 

But in reality these ‘banacaras’ were forest tribes. Their physical features, 
body-hair, countenance, manners, language, habits, dwelling places, custom and 
culture were so strikingly different from those who lived in the north of the Vindya 
mountains that when the latter came in contact with the former they called them 
monkeys and bears because of their unconventional life-style and visage. But I doubt 
very much that they were actually animals called monkeys and bears. ] 


Kk K k k 2K k 


Section 4.2: 


Adhyatma Ramayan 


Now we shall read this episode from Veda Vyas’ epic ‘Adhyatma Ramayan’. It is 
narrated in its Baal Kand, Canto 2, verse nos. 6-32. 


ANARU A GAAGA 
ACAI AVUA IfA: ADARI] | 
Gell EA Jed APAA ecrdosturcacatq II SII 


bhümirbharena magna daSavadanamukhasesaraksogananam 
dhrtva gorupamadau divijamunijanaih sakamabjasanasya I 

gatva lokam rudanti vyasanamupagatam brahmane praha sarvam 
brahma dhyatva muhürtam sakalamapi hrdavedasesatmakatvat ıı 611 


Once upon a time, mother earth, who was weary and tormented by the burden of 
Ravana and other demons, took the form of a cow, and accompanied by the gods and 
the exalted sages went to the abode of Lord Brahma (the creator). There, she wept and 
narrated her tales of woes to Brahma. 

Then Brahma sat in meditation for one ‘Muhurta’ (i.e. a period of time 
equivalent to < 1 hour; or 48 minutes; literally meaning for a short while) and knew 
by inspiration the way and means by which earth's torments and worries could be 
ended because he is all knowing and omniscient (6). 
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tasmatksirasamudratiramagamad brahmatha devairvrto 
devya cakhilalokahrtsthamajaram sarvajnamisam harim | 
astausicchrutisiddhanirmalapadaih stotraih puranodbhavaih 
bhaktya gadgadaya girativimalairanandabaspairvrtah it 711 


Thereafter, accompanied by all the gods, Brahma took the earth with him and went to 
the shore of the ‘ocean of milk’ (Kshirsagar, the abode of Lord Vishnu). There he 
worshipped and praised Lord Hari (Lord Vishnu)—who pervades the whole world, is 
all-knowing, omniscient and wise, and is free from all delusions—with a humble 
voice that was suffused with devotion and sweet to hear, with the eyes filled with 
tears of joy and bliss, and a body that was thrilled. 

Brahma prayed to the Lord in accordance with the sanctions of the Vedas as 
his submission was in the form of hymns called Stotras that were like the verses used 
to praise and honour the Lord in the Purans (ancient mythological books that describe 
the stories associated with the various manifestations of the Supreme Being). (7). 


Ad: 21p2c2183]I9 218 2]2Te 9TH: | 
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tatah sphuratsahasramsusahasrasadrsaprabhah | 
avirasiddharih pracyam di$am vyapanayanstamah ıı 811 
kathaficiddrstavan brahma durdar$amakrtatmanam | 
indranilapratikasam smitasyam padmalocanam ıı 911 
kiritaharakeyürakundalaih katakadibhih | 
vibhrajamanam Srivatsakaustubhaprabhayanvitam ıı 1011 


Then Sri Hari (Vishnu)—who was as splendorous and radiant as thousands of 
luminescent suns shining together—manifested himself in the eastern horizon, 
removing or dispelling the darkness of all the directions of the world as he revealed 
himself (8). 


Sri Hari—who is most difficult to behold by sinners and those who lack any goodness 
and auspiciousness in them (because the Lord’s form is so holy and divine that evil 
ones can’t perceive it)—was seen by Brahma with the greatest of difficulties. [It does 
not mean that Brahma was not holy himself, but it is merely a figure of speech to 
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emphasise how brilliant the form of the Lord was that it even blinded Brahma, the 
creator of this mortal world.] 

His glowing and radiant complexion was dark like the sapphire worn by Indra 
(the king of Gods). His face had a sweet and pleasant smile, and his eyes were large 
and attractive like a lotus flower in full bloom (9). 


He (Lord Hari or Vishnu) was adorned by a crown, a tiara, a necklace or a garland, 
armlets and bracelets, ear-rings, large finger-rings, and other magnificent ornaments. 
The Lord's majesty was enhanced by the presence of the foot-prints of sage Bhrigu 
that are marked on his chest, as well as by the unique gem known as the ‘Kaustav 
Mani’ that too adorned his chest (in the form of a pendant that the Lord wears). [The 
Kaustav Mani is a rare gem that is worn exclusively by Lord Vishnu.] (10). 


zqafg: Hares une: ufsdfeeder | 
MAAAR I $ 911 
Squiusiudida Sqvfduiisaur T | 

PEI ARI a Afd sr»stuf? users i 921 
Boga Ad Bid AJADA II 931 


stuvadbhih sanakadyai$ca parsadaih parivestitam | 
Sankhacakragadapadmavanamalavirajitam i 1111 
svarnayajfiopavitena svarnavarnambarena ca | 

$riya bhümya ca sahitam garudopari samsthitam i 121 
harsagadgadaya vaca stotum samupacakrame ıı 131 


Sankadi and other sages were singing the eulogies of the Lord and had surrounded 
him from all the sides. He was looking most glorious and resplendent with a conch, a 
discus, a mace and a lotus (one each in his four hands respectively) as well as the 
garland of flowers around his neck (11). 


He was adorned by a golden sacred thread, and a Pitambar (a silken yellow body 
wrapping seamless garment worn by Vishnu). He was accompanied by Laxmi and 
mother earth, was astride Garud (the legendary eagle which is his mount). Seeing his 
stupendously beautiful image, Brahma began to sing his praises and glories with a 
throat chocked with extreme delight and overcome with emotions (12-13). 
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brahmovaca 
nato'smi te padam deva pranabuddhindriyatmabhih | 


yaccintyate karmapasaddhrdi nityam mumuksubhih 1 141 
mayaya gunamayya tvam srjasyavasi lumpasi | 

jagattena na te lepa anandanubhavatmanah ıı 151 

tatha Suddhirna dustanam danadhyayanakarmabhih | 
Suddhatmata te yasasi sada bhaktimatam yatha 11 1611 


Brahma said, 'Oh Lord! I bow my head at your holy feet which are remembered and 
concentrated upon regularly by the seekers of emancipation and salvation who wish to 
free themselves from the shackles of their deeds both past and present, and which they 
do sincerely with their whole being, intellect and mind, heart and sense organs (14). 


You create, sustain and annihilate this world through the medium of your dynamic 
powers that create delusions (known as Maya), and these powers are aided by the 
three Gunas! (specialties, qualities—Satvic, Rajsic and Tamsic) that are so 
characteristic of this creation—but, being an embodiment of supreme bliss and 
contentment, you do not yourself get attached, involved, effected or engrossed in any 
of the things that either the Maya or the Gunas produce (15). 

['The three Gunas are the primary qualities that are inherently present in all 
living beings. A combination of them in different permutations and ratios decide the 
basic nature, temperament, attitude and character of an individual. The various 
delusions created by this world affect the individual alongside the affect of these 
Gunas. But inspite of the fact that all these things are created by Brahm, and also that 
this creation is an image of Brahm, but the great mystery and wonder of Brahm that 
makes him so unique is that he remains detached from everything. ] 


Oh Lord! The purity of heart and inner-self that is achieved by the devotees who are 
devoted and dedicated to you and have constant and unwavering love (respect) for 
your pure and holy fame and glories, are not achieved (or received) by those persons 
who are darkened, pervert, wicked and of a malignant and tarnished heart and inner- 
self inspite of their doing charities, studying (the scriptures) and other auspicious and 
noble deeds (16). 
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atastavanghrirme drstascittadosapanuttaye | 
sadyo'ntarhrdaye nityam munibhih satvatairvrtah i| 171 
brahmadyaih svarthasiddhyarthamasmabhih purvasevitah | 
aparoksanubhütyartham jfianibhirhrdi bhavitah i 181 


Hence, those lotus-like feet of yours which are regularly concentrated upon (i.e. 
remembered) by devoted sages and seers in their hearts—I have had a divine view 
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(Darshan) of them so as to enable me to destroy the faults and malignant tendencies of 
my heart and inner-self instantaneously (17). 


Earlier too we Brahma and other Gods had served these lotus-like (holy and divine) 
feet of yours in order to fulfill (or serve) our self interests while wise sages and 
hermits had constantly concentrated upon it in their hearts with the avowed aim of 
experiencing you first hand (i.e. directly and presently) (18). 
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tavanghripujanirmalyatulasimalaya vibho | 

spardhate vaksasi padam labdhvapi $rih sapatnivat n 1911 
atastvatpadabhaktesu tava bhaktih sriyo'dhika | 
bhaktimevabhivafichanti tvadbhaktah saravedinah ıı 201 
atastvatpadakamale bhaktireva sadastu me | 
samsara"mayataptanam bhesajam bhaktireva te ii 211 


Oh Vibho (omnipresent, all-pervading, all-powerful, huge, magnanimous, glorious) 
Lord! Though Laxmi has found a place in your heart, she nevertheless feels jealous 
and envious of a garland of Tulsi leaves which is offered at your feet as if the latter 
was her competitor (or, a co-wife)! (19). 


You have greater affection for the devotees who have devotion and respect towards 
your lotus-like feet than you have for Laxmi. That is why those devotees who have 
realised your essence and true nature have desire (or ask) for your Bhakti (pure 
devotion, dedication, worship, affection, surrender and refuge with you, your 
blessings etc.) only to the exclusion of all other boons (20). 


Therefore, Oh Lord, let me have eternal, unwavering devotion and dedication in your 
lotus-like holy feet because for those diseased persons afflicted by the disease of this 
mundane existence (such as spiritual, moral, physical, ethical and attitudinal 
depravation, corrupted thoughts, intellect and discrimination, perverse and pervert 
mind etc.), your devotion and worship is the only remedy (21). 


[Note— Lord Vishnu is very fond of the leaves of the Tulsi plant (Basil plant; its 
botanical name is ocymum sanctum). This fondness of the Lord causes heartburn to 
Laxmi though she is so much loved by the Lord. The story of how Tulsi became so 
much favourite of Lord Vishnu in brief is as follows: 

It is said to have been born out of the tears of bliss and happiness of Lord 
Vishnu at the time when the pitcher containing the Amrit, the ambrosia of bliss and 
eternity, had emerged from the ocean when the latter was churned by the gods and the 
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demons. The leaves of this plant are used to sanctify food offered to Lord Vishnu, and 
the dried wood of the tree is used for fire sacrifices, during cremation rites and also 
for making beads of the prayer rosary. In a personified form, Tulsi is regarded as a 
goddess very dear to Vishnu. 

According to another legend, there was a demon named Jaalandhar who had a 
chaste wife named Brinda (pronounced as “Brindaa’). Lord Shiva had tried his best to 
kill him but failed due to the spiritual powers and the strength of chastity vow of his 
wife Brinda. At that time Lord Vishnu had broken her vows of chastity and loyalty 
towards her demon husband by stratagem, and when Brinda came to know about it 
she cursed Vishnu that he would become a stone. Vishnu accepted the curse with 
respect because he knew that Brinda was immaculate and was not at fault, but it was 
necessary to violate her vows so that her cruel demon husband could be killed. So 
instead of counter-cursing or showing his wrath, Vishnu blessed her and said that 
even in his form as a stone he would still have the greatest of respect for her and keep 
her over his head as a token of this. Vishnu thus became a stone known as 
‘Shaligraam’ and Brinda became the Tulsi plant whose leaves are always placed on 
the top of the Shaligraam to worship the Lord. 

There was no way to kill this cruel demon except to violate the chastity vow of 
Brinda. In order to take care of peace and welfare of the rest of the world, and to 
maintain law and order in creation for which he was duty-bound, Lord Vishnu had no 
choice but to disguise himself as the demon to violate the honourable lady's chastity. 
But having done this and allowing Lord Shiva to kill the demon, Vishnu had blessed 
her with a boon that in the form of ‘Tulsi’ (the holy Basil plant) she would be 
absolutely necessary to sanctify all food offered to the Lord, and he would wear her 
on top of his Shaligram-form. This Shaligram form of the Lord is the curse that 
Brinda cast upon the Lord when she realised what had happened. She cursed him to 
become a stone. 

The Shaligram is a rounded piece of smooth stone, generally black in colour that 
is found on the banks of the holy river Narmada. Shaligram has a great symbolic 
value—it denotes the formless shape of the Supreme Being, a form that has no 
specific features as a hand or a head. It is more like an egg in its shape, symbolizing 
the cosmic egg from which the rest of the creation has emerged. 

Worship of Lord Vishnu as the cosmic Lord who is without attributes and forms 
is done in the Shaligram in a symbolic manner. But for this worship, leaves of the 
Tulsi plant (Basil plant) are an absolute necessity to mark this event and the fact that 
the magnanimous Lord had to do something that was wrong but necessary for the 
larger welfare and interest of his creation because that was also his duty and 
responsibility. The Lord was ready to suffer ignominy and the curse of becoming a 
stone that rolls and tosses about in the current of the river, literally condemmed to 
lead a life that is virtually as gross and inane as a worthless stone, just in order to 
uphold the requirements of Dharma that the wrongdoer must be punished even if it 
means one has to suffer himself in the process. But the Lord knew that Brinda was 
immaculate and irreproachable, so he blessed her that since she had accepted him as 
her husband, the Lord is ready to accept her as his eternally beloved one. 

For the Lord, accepting and elevating Brinda to the same pedestal as his celestial 
divine consort Laxmi, the goddess of wealth and prosperity, was a kind and loving 
gesture towards Brinda that she is not only pardoned for cursing the Lord to become a 
stone but also accepted by him as his most beloved one who is deemed to be so close 
and essential for the Lord that his worship would never be completed with her 
symbolic presence in the form of the Tulsi leaves. 
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The story is referred to in Doha no. 395 and 188 in the book Dohawali written by 
saint-poet Goswami Tulsidas. 

According to the Shiv Puran, Rudra Sanhita, Khanda 5 (Uddha Khanda), 
Cantos 36-40, there was a demon named Shankha-chud, and his chaste wife was 
called Tulsi. Lord Shiva as well as the great goddess of death Mahakaali had tried 
their best to slay this demon, but were unsuccessful. It was then that Lord Vishnu had 
made Tulsi fall from grace by some trick so that ultimately Shiva, as Rudra, was able 
to kill him. When Tusli came to know about the trick played upon her by Vishnu, she 
cursed him to become a stone. Lord Shiva counter-cursed her that she would become 
a river known as ‘Gandaki’. But Lord Vishnu intervened and forgave her, and said 
that he willingly accepts her curse as well as her as his symbolic consort. So it 
happened that Vishnu became a stone known as ‘Shaaligram’ that is found in this 
river, and Tulsi became a tree that grew on its bank. The leaves of this ‘Tulsi’ tree is 
regarded as the only thing that is acceptable to Lord Shaaligram—a metaphoric way 
of saying that Lord Vishnu can only be pleased by the touch of Tulsi.] 
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Brahma, who had been singing the glories and praises of Lord Hari as above, was 
asked by him—‘What shall I do for you?’ Then Brahma replied to him most 
delightedly (22)— 


*Oh Lord God! Ravana, the grand son of Pulastya and son of Visrawa, is the king of 
demons. On the strength of my blessings (or boons), he has become extremely 
haughty and arrogant (as well as tyrannical and invincible) (23). 


He has created hurdles (problems) for the whole universe, and has tormented the three 
Lokas (terrestrial, subterranean and celestial worlds) and the three Lokpals (patron 
Gods of these three divisions of the world). Oh Lord who is an embodiment of all 
forms of auspiciousness and goodness in this creation! I have destined (determined) 
his (Ravana's) death in the hands of a human. Therefore, oh Lord, you should assume 
a human form and slay that creature who has become an enemy of Gods (24).* 
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The Lord God (Vishnu) said, ‘Being pleased by the severe austerities and penances 
(Tapa) done by Kashyap, I had given him a boon. He had desired me to manifest 
myself as his son; then I had said ‘all-right’, and had accepted his proposal. Presently, 
he is present in the form of king Dasrath on this earth (in the city of Ayodhya) (25- 
26). 
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I shall manifest myself (1.e. be born) in his household in four distinct forms as his four 
sons in an auspicious and proper time from the womb of Kaushalya and other two 
mothers (27). 


At the same time, my “Yogmaya’ (my delusion-creating cosmic dynamic powers that 
originate from me) will take birth in the form of Sita in the household of king Janak. I 
shall take her with me and finish off all your works (or fulfill all your desires and 
needs).* 

Saying this, Lord Vishnu vanished from sight. Thereafter, Brahma said to the 
other Gods (28)— 
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Brahma said, ‘Lord Vishnu shall manifest himself as a human in Raghu’s clan. All of 
you should also reproduce yourselves as sons in the form of monkeys (in the monkey 
race) and till the time Vishnu remains on the earth, you should continue to serve him 
(29-30).’ 


Having thus ordered (advised) the Gods and consoling the earth, Brahma went back to 
his own abode and lived happily without any further worries (31). 
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Here, all the Gods assumed the form of most valorous and strong monkeys who were 
adept (proficient) at fighting, using mountains (i.e. large boulders, rocks) and trees as 
their weapons. They lived and roamed about here and there on this earth waiting for 
the time when they would be needed to help and serve the Lord God (32). 
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Part 2 


Abduction of Sita by Ravana, Her Discovery by Hanuman, 
And the Burning of Lanka. 


(With Roman Transliteration of Verses, English Exposition and Notes) 


Part 2 of this Book has the following Chapters: 


Chapter 5: The Story of Sita’s abduction by Ravana. This Chapter is divided into the 
following Sections: 

Section 5.1.1 {Why Ravana Stole Sita} Adhyatma Ramayan; 

Section 5.1.2 {Why Ravana Stole Sita} Anand Ramayan; 

Section 5.1. {Why Ravana Stole Sita} Ram Charit Manas; 

Section 5.2.1 {The story of Sita’s abduction} Ram Charit Manas; 

Section 5.2.2 {The story of Sita’s abduction} Adhyatma Ramayan. 

Section 5.2.3 {The story of Sita’s abduction} Geetawali Ramayan 


Chapter 6: The Search for Sita, and her Discovery as a Captive of Ravana in Lanka. 
Chapter 7: The Burning of Lanka by Hanuman. 


Up till now, in Part 1, we have read the story of Ravana’s previous birth when he was 
the great king Pratapbhanu, how unfortunately he was cursed to become a demon, his 
birth and the various boons he and his siblings acquired, the way he established the 
kingdom of the demon race with its capital at Lanka, how he conquered the whole 
world, subjugating everyone from the mighty gods and the great hermits and sages to 
the humblest of creatures on earth, unleashing a cruel reign of terror, misery and pain 
with such impunity and recklessness that there seemed to be no one strong enough to 
oppose him and challenge his authority. The situation became so frighteningly 
alarming and precarious that when Mother Earth, the Gods and the Sages could no 
longer cope with it they decided to jointly approach Lord Vishnu, the Supreme Being, 
with a prayer to protect them and all other creatures of the world who were horribly 
suffering under the cruelty, mayhem and terror spread by the demons. 

On this prayer, the Lord promised them that he will come down personally to 
put things in order, and that for this purpose he will become a human being in the 
form of Lord Ram. He will be accompanied by his cosmic powers in its various forms 
to enable him to carry out the job successfully. On their part, the Gods decided to help 
the Lord by coming down to earth in the form of monkeys and bears on the advice of 
Brahma, the patriarch of creation. 

In due course of time, Lord Vishnu manifested himself as Lord Ram as the 
prince of the kingdom of Ayodhya. Close associates of Lord Vishnu accompanied 
him in the form of his brothers (Bharat, Laxman and Shatrughan), and the Lord’s 
cosmic dynamic power that is known as Shakti too accompanied him in the form of 
his wife Sita. 
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The Lord took every possible precaution to ensure that this secret is not leaked 
and a hindrance is created in the main objective of the Lord’s coming to earth in the 
form of a human being—which was to eliminate Ravana and the cruel demons who 
had been causing immense suffering, misery and torment to the gods, earth, sages and 
other creatures of this world. The secrecy had to be maintained so that Ravana is not 
warned that the Supreme Lord has finally decided to bring him to notice and get rid of 
him. There were chances that if this secret was leaked then Ravana would go hide 
somewhere where it is not possible for a human to go, and then the whole enterprise 
would be defeated. 

It goes to the credit of Ravana however, that inspite of all the precautions 
everyone took—Tright from Lord Vishnu to the gods, the earth and the sages—he did 
become aware that Lord Vishnu has come down to slay him. But instead of fleeing he 
decided that it was a sort of a boon for him—because by this time he had realized that 
his soul is trapped in a body that is gravely sinful, and it is impossible for him to 
ensure deliverance, salvation and emancipation of his soul unless he manages 
somehow to free the soul from the cage in which it is trapped, i.e. to bring about the 
death of his body that has become hugely evil and sinful, and thus release the soul 
from its captivity. 

The wise, intelligent and clever Ravana pondered over the matter seriously, 
and he concluded that there is no better way to make this happen than to get himself 
slayed at the hands of the Supreme Lord himself. This will be good for him from all 
accounts—because he was sure that anyone who dies at the hands of the Lord is sure 
and certain to find deliverance, salvation and emancipation because the Lord is so 
merciful, kind and compassionate that he cannot let the soul of anyone whom he 
touches perish. Ravana knew that with his sinful body it is not possible for him to 
pursue any spiritual path as prescribed in the scriptures, and so this path of voluntarily 
getting killed by the Supreme Lord is the best and the easiest way for him to free his 
soul from the fetters of his gross, mortal and sinful body, and allow it to attain eternal 
bliss, felicity and beatitude when it attains oneness with the Supreme Soul. 

Getting killed by the Lord will not only ensure deliverance of his own soul but 
it will also result in the liberation of the souls of countless other demons who are also 
unfortunately trapped in their sinful bodies like him due to the curse to which his 
entire family as well as the subjects of his kingdom were subjected to in some ancient 
time. 

Ravana determined that this was his chance to get Mukti and Moksha 
(liberation, deliverance, emancipation and salvation), and since it has come knocking 
at his door he must not let it pass even by mistake. So he grasped it, and he even did 
so eagerly! That is why, no matter who or in what ever way anyone tried to persuade 
him not to provoke Lord Ram and engage in a war with him, he wouldn’t listen to 
anybody but stuck stubbornly to his decision. On the face it appeared a reckless and 
arrogant act, but on close examination it was a well-thought out plan for attaining 
liberation and deliverance of the souls of all the demons en-masse. 

So in due course of time, Lord Vishnu manifested himself as Lord Ram in the 
household of king Dasrath of Ayodhya, a famous kingdom of that time. Lord Ram 
had three brothers, Bharat, Laxman and Shatrughan. The Lord was married to Sita, 
the daughter of king Janka of Janakpur. 

The Lord had to devise an excuse by which he could not only fulfill the words 
given by him to the earth, the gods and the sages but also carry out his duty, as the 
supreme Lord-Protector of the world, to liberate the world from the tyranny and 
cruelty of the demons. In order to give effect to this plan it was necessary for the Lord 
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to move out of the comfort of a royal palace at Ayodhya and go to the forest and then 
onwards to the heart of the ‘land of the demons’. Once in the demon heartland, the 
Lord had to devise a means by which a situation is created that gives the Lord an 
excuse to eliminate the demons. 

So it was planned that the Lord’s cosmic Shakti, i.e. the Lord’s cosmic 
dynamic powers that had accompanied the Lord in the form of his wife Sita, would 
now play a pivotal role. Hence, Sita concealed her original form and left behind an 
image, an apparition that was exactly like hers. The Lord who controls the entire 
creation and the thoughts and actions of all living beings now maneuvered the things 
in such a way that Sita was abducted by Ravana and kept captive at Lanka. This gave 
Lord Ram the much-needed break to launch a campaign that ultimately led to the 
elimination of Ravana and his cruel demon companions at the end of the fierce epic 
War of Lanka. 

Though on the face of it Ravana appeared to be a lustful demon who was so 
pervert, immoral and unscrupulous that he would kidnap another person’s wife and 
hole her a prisoner in his capital, but the fact is that he saw in this enterprise his only 
means of finding liberation and deliverance from the evil body of a demon in which 
his soul was unfortunately trapped. Ravana determined that by getting killed at the 
hands of Lord Ram, who was a manifestation of the Supreme Being, he would surely 
find emancipation and salvation for himself. Ravana was aware that his whole life had 
been spent in doing evil things and he was so accustomed to it that it was well-neigh 
impossible for him to pursue any of the spiritual means by which a creature’s soul can 
find eternal peace, beatitude, felicity and bliss. He knew that if he missed this golden 
opportunity then his soul would be condemned for ever. 

So therefore, Ravana established animosity with Lord Ram with a determined 
purpose in mind. How was he to be sure that Lord Ram would actually slay him, 
thereby helping him get rid of his evil body and provide his soul eternal liberation and 
emancipation? Well, Ravana, being wise, clever and sagacious, decided that if he 
managed to bring Sita to Lanka, albeit on the pretext of abducting her but actually 
with an intent to use this apparently an evil deed as a means to seek his own spiritual 
welfare and deliverance of his soul, then Lord Ram would be compelled to come to 
Lanka to fight with him in an attempt to free her. That is why Ravana showed Sita the 
same respect and kept her with full honours that he would have shown to his own 
mother if he was to bring her to his palace from somewhere outside. To wit, Ravana 
had treated Sita with great respect internally, though from the outside he had behaved 
like an evil demon who found pleasure in stealing other person’s wife. 

Ravana must have felt overjoyed at the prospect of having the great privilege 
of seeing the Lord of the World right in front of his eyes, engage with him in a duel 
for days together on an equal footing like two warriors making a stiff bargain for 
superiority, minutely observing all the facial expressions of the Lord and feeling 
blissful at the rare opportunity of observing the Lord up so close, a privilege that even 
great sages, seers, hermits and ascetics are denied, and though fighting with him on 
the outside yet being constantly able to pray and bow to him internally, spending each 
moment of his residual existence in this mortal world in the thought of the Lord. 

Indeed and without gainsay, it was surely a sort of meditation for Ravana—as 
all throughout the war his entire mind was completely engaged in the thoughts of 
Lord Ram just like an ascetic does while doing Yoga (meditation). And what a 
fortunate death would it be when he would breathe his last with the divine sight of the 
Lord before his eyes. And as it turned out eventually, at the time of death Ravana’s 
soul emerged from his body in the form of a brilliant shaft of light and entered into 
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the body of Lord Ram—signifying the merger of Ravana’s soul with the Supreme 
Soul of creation represented by Lord Ram, a rare achievement that gave Ravana 
eternal rest and peace. 


Since our Book is themed on the epic ‘Story of Ravana and the War of Lanka’, we 
shall skip all the developments after Lord Vishnu manifested as Lord Ram in 
Ayodhya, the Lord’s childhood and adulthood days, his marriage with Sita, the plans 
by his father to appoint him as the Regent of the kingdom, and everything turning 
sour due to some family intrigue which led to Lord Ram being exiled to the forest for 
fourteen years. Lord Ram was accompanied by Sita, his wife, and Laxman, his 
younger brother. By-and-by they came to a place known as Panchavati, a part of the 
dense forest near the banks of the river Godavari that was uninhabited but where 
stood a cluster of five tall trees that provided adequate shelter. Lord Ram chose this 
place for its solitude and natural beauty to spend some time with Sita and Laxman. 

One day Supernakha, the sister of Ravana, came that way while wondering in 
the forest. She was smitten by Lord Ram’s charm, and wished to marry him. So she 
disguised herself as a beautiful lady and tried to tempt the Lord. In order to punish 
her, and also to give effect of the Grand Plan by which Ravana and others were to be 
got rid of, Lord Ram had her nose and ears chopped off. Infuriated, she first sought 
help from the demons Khar and Dushan, but these two demons were killed with their 
armies in the ensuing battle. Then Supernakha went to complain to Ravana and asked 
him to seek revenge. This set the ball rolling, for the chain of developments that 
unfolded now went on and on in an irretrievably manner. 

Ravana sought the help of Marich and forced him to become a deer with a 
golden hide so that he could kidnap Sita as a retribution for his sister Supernakha’s 
deformation by Lord Ram. He brought her and kept her captive in his royal garden at 
Lanka. 

Lord Ram was first heart-broken, absolutely dejected and so despaired that he 
lost all hopes of ever seeing Sita again. But soon the Lord recovered himself and got 
his acts together, and in this his brother Laxman acted as his best friend and finest 
companion as he gave moral support to the Lord and encouraged him not to lose hope, 
for losing hope would give them nothing but keeping it alive may still pave the way 
for success in getting back Sita sometime in the future. 

So the two brothers started on the long-drawn search for Sita through a wild 
and intractable forest. They came to the ‘country of the monkeys’ known as 
Kishkindha. Here Lord Ram befriended Sugriv, the prince of the monkey kingdom, 
and he also met some of the best comrades he had, such as Hanuman, Angad, Jamvant 
etc. Sugriv promised Lord Ram all help in finding Sita. A huge mission was launched 
with this aim, with different teams sent to different directions to search for Sita. One 
such team had Hanuman, Angad and Jamvant as its members. This party went in the 
south direction and reached the shore of the mighty ocean which stopped their 
progress and stood as a formidable barrier before them. The party met one vulture 
named Sampati who told them that he could see that Sita was kept captive under a tree 
in the garden of Lanka, because vultures have great sights and can see small things 
from great distances. 

So the location of Sita was finally decided, but it had to be verified and a 
personal meeting with her must be arranged so that the next phase of operation to free 
her could be launched. So then there arose the question of going across the ocean and 
meeting her. Hanuman was assigned this task. He leapt from this side of the ocean, 
cruised over its surface and landed at Lanka. There he met Sita and conveyed Lord 
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Ram’s message to her, promising to her that her freedom was just a matter of time 
now as he would go back to the Lord and arrange for his coming to her rescue. In the 
meantime she must show resilence, courage and patience. Then, to set the stage for 
the spectacular events that were to unfold soon, as well as to punish Ravana and 
provoke him into a direct conflict with Lord Ram, Hanuman burnt Lanka to ashes. 

This singular event of the Burning of Lanka has been magnificently and 
dramatically narrated in Tulsidas’ classics (Ram Charit Manas and Kavitawali) and 
also by Veda Vyas (in Adhyatma Ramayan). 

We will be reading all about these events in this Part 2 of our Book. 


Chapter 5: The Story of Sita’s abduction by Ravana 
Section 5.1.1: 


Adhyatma Ramayan 


{Why Ravana Stole Sita} 


In Veda Vyas’ epic ‘Adhyatma Ramyan’, we read about the reason why Ravana 
abducted Sita in its (a) Aranya Kand, Canto 5, verse nos. 57-61; (b) Aranya Kand, 
Canto 7, verse no. 65; (c) Uttar Kand, Canto 3, verse nos. 29-42, 54-59; (d) Uttar 
Kand, Canto 4, verse no. 11. 


Now let us read the text as follows: 
(a) Adhyatma Ramayan, Aranya Kand, Canto 5, verse nos. 57-61:- 


Once it so happened in the forest that Ravana’s sister, whose name was Supernakha, 
tried to trap Lord Ram with her lustful gestures of passion and lust, telling him that 
she wanted to marry the Lord. Obviously Lord Ram rebuked and rebuffed her. 
Supernakha, being a wicked demoness, then attacked Sita, Lord Ram’s wife, and tried 
to kill her. At this point Lord Ram had to intervene as he had no choice left. He was 
so annoyed at her indiscretion and wild nature that he advised his younger brother 
Laxman to cut off her ears and nose as a punishment, so that wherever this wicked 
demoness would go everyone would come to know about her wicked deeds, 
shameless nature and evil character. 

Having been thus deformed, Supernakha became very furious, and she firest 
tried to avenge her insult by asking the demons Khar and Dushan to kill Lord Ram. 
The two attacked the Lord with a huge army of ferocious and vicious demons, were 
Lord Ram wiped out all of them single-handedly. Supernakha was astonished and 
extremely peeved; seething with revenge she then went angrily to Ravana, her brother 
and the mighty king of the demon race, to ask him to seek retribution against the Lord 
for the grave humiliation that the whole demon race has been subjected to. 
Supernakha told Ravana that this was not merely her personal injury but it was an 
open insult of the entire demon race as well as a challenge to them, and if he 
neglected it then his own reputation would be at stake. 
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When Ravana heard everything, he became pensive. Upon deep contemplation 
he veered round to the view that only the Supreme Being would be bold, strong and 
courageous enough to challenge him by deforming his sister. He had already 
subjugated all the gods and semi-gods, and they were so terrified of him that surely 
none of them can have the guts to do what was done to Supernakha. 

Ravana concluded that in all probability Lord Ram was a human manifestation 
of the Supreme Lord, and if that is the lucky case then finally the chance of his 
redemption has arrived. He must not miss this golden opportunity to get liberation and 
deliverance for his soul; so he must do something so that his body of a demon is killed 
by the Lord, which will set his soul free from this evil cage and ensure it gets eternal 
emancipation and salvation. He was so anxious to see this noble enterprise reach its 
final conclusion that he kept this intuitive feeling a top secret in his heart. 

To give effect to his grand plan, Ravana decided to bring Sita to Lanka so that 
Lord Ram would have to come over and fulfill his wishes to get killed by the Lord. 

Since he had an inner feeling that Lord Ram was no ordinary human prince 
who had to spend his days in the forest with his wife and brother due to some reason, 
but was actually the Supreme Being himself in this form, so when he brought Sita to 
Lanka he did so with great caution, showing her great respect mentally and treating 
her like he would have treated his own mother. 
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Hearing what Supernakha had to narrate, the demon king Ravana consoled his sister 
in many ways, assuaging her feeling of grave humiliation and injury, and assuring her 
of swift retribution with words that were sweet and pleasant to hear. He also gave her 
many gifts in order to calm her down and show that she was welcomed. 

After reassuring her, Ravana retired to his own palace, but he was so 
extremely perturbed and full of worry and consternation that he could not sleep at all 
that night. (57) 
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During the night he pondered over the matter deeply and debated over it to himself, 
thinking thus—‘It is very surprising and a strange occurrence, and a matter of great 
concern and wonder, that a lonely and ordinary-looking human being who is born in 
king Raghu's family of Ayodhya, a prince who is known by the name of Sri Ram, 
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would be able to slay my brother Khar, who was endowed with immense strength, 
valour and bravery, along with his ace army of demons'. (58) 


[Note—'It so happened that Supernakha had first approached the demons Khar and 
Dushan, and asked them to attack and kill Lord Ram in order to avenge for her insult. 
The two demons led a huge army of ferocious and vicious demons who attacked the 
Lord at once with vengeance. In the battle that ensued, the entire army, along with 
both Khar and Dushan, were eliminated. It was then that Supernakha had fled to 
Lanka to appeal to Ravana. When Ravana heard the details he was utterly bewildered 
as he knew how strong and powerful these demons were, and it was definitely not 
within the means of any human being to kill the entire demon army even during a full- 
fledged battle with the help of a well trained and armed army. But Lord Ram had 
achieved this spectacular success single-handedly, and it was no short of a miracle to 
actually have done so. This event is narrated in Adhyatma Ramayan, Aranya Kand, 
Canto 5, verse nos.18-35 

This made Ravana feel extremely uneasy and worried. He wondered whether 
it was true that the prophesy made earlier that his end would be at the hands of a 
human being is finally coming to fruition. So he tossed and turned in his bed, unable 
to rest that night.] 
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In all probabilities it appears that Sri Ram is a personification of Supreme Being 
himself, who has, on the prayers (request) of Brahma, the creator, in some previous 
time, manifested himself in a human form in king Raghu's dynasty of Ayodhya, to kill 
me along with my army of demons by employing an army of monkeys specifically 
arranged for the purpose. (59) 
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If I am indeed killed by the Parmatma (the Supreme Lord) himself, then surely 
enough I shall enjoy the kingdom of heaven (i.e. I will find deliverance from this 
gross mundane world and go to heaven). 

On the other hand, if Ram is not the Supreme Being as I doubt but an ordinary 
human prince, then I will be easily able to overcome him and take revenge for my 
sister's insult as well as the killing of Khar and Dushan and their demon army. If this 
turns out to be the case then I will continue to enjoy the kingdom of the demons and 
be their unchallenged sovereign for a long time to come. [I will also be able to 
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retrieve the lost honour of the demons which has now been put under severe test after 
my sister’s public humiliation and the killing of the demon army led by Khar and 
Dushan.] 

Therefore I stand to gain both the ways. Hence, I will certainly go to Sri Ram 
and have a face-off with the Lord (to decide this matter once and for all).’ (60) 
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Ravana, who was a king of the whole of the demon race, deeply contemplated over 
the matter thus, and coming to the conclusion that Lord Sri Ram was none other than 
true a personification of the Parmatma, known by the name of Hari (Lord Vishnu), 
himself, he decided that he will go near the Lord even with a pretension of enmity, ill- 
will and maliciousness, because for him to do it (i.e. approach Lord Ram) with Bhakti 
(spiritual devotion) or with any other noble qualities such as righteousness and 
spiritualism, is very difficult. 

Ravana also felt that his life had been so sinful and vile that the Lord cannot 
be easily pleased with him by the method of Bhakti or good virtues. 

[In the first place, he will not be able to practice these eclectic spiritual paths 
as he is not at all accustomed to leading a spiritual life of goodness and righteousness, 
and in the second place, it is too late for him even if he decides to do it now. By any 
measure, if he is able to maneuver things now in such a way that he comes close to 
the Supreme Being in a way best known to him and to which he is well accustomed, 
ie. by creating animosity and ill-will and hatred, then the same objective of his 
spiritual welfare would be easily and comfortably achieved when the Lord slays his 
evil body to set his soul free. It was therefore easy and practical for Ravana to fight 
with Lord Ram in order to attain his liberation and deliverance rather than attempting 
to pursue any other spiritual methods towards this end.] (61) 


[Note—In Adhyatma Ramayan, Aranya Kand, Canto 7, verse no. 65 we read that 
Ravana had kept Sita with great respect. We will read it herein below. 

This proves that though outwardly Ravana had played his role as a truly 
vicious, ferocious and ruthless tyrant who was demon, both cruel and belligerent, 
yetinternally he was at peace with himself, sure in the conviction that finally, his 
redemption, emancipation and salvation was at hand, and that too in a manner that 
suited his mental temperament and tendencies of a demon. The deliverance for which 
mystics, ascetics, sages, hermits, seers, saints had to do so much austerities and 
penances was available to him virtually on a platter without the incumbent sufferings 
and hardships. Further, the Lord is attainable by honest and sincere confession, and 
not by deception, and Ravana wins the game hands down on this count. ] 


(b) Adhyatma Ramayan, Aranya Kand, Canto 7, verse no. 65:- 
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Ad: AAGICHSEA CISD SICAI A AAU: | 
Voc: UY 38231 araireitefdfüorsfárud | 
uss: ufqar amqsgeeroduicerq Il EYII 


tatah samudramullanghya lankam gatva sa ravanah | 
svantahpure rahasye tamasokavipine'ksipat | 
raksasibhih parivrtam matrbuddhyanvapalayat ıı 6511 


Eventually (after abducting Sita), Ravana crossed the ocean and reached Lanka. There 
in his palace, he placed her (Sita) in a secluded place called *Ashok Van (a garden of 
Ashoka trees; or a garden which was so beautiful and comfortable that it removed all 
the sorrows)’. 

He appointed demonesses to guard Sita; and he protected her and kept a strict 
vigil on her as if she was his own mother (matrbuddhyanvapalayat)!. 

[To wit, Ravana made sure that Sita was made as comfortable in the given 
situation as it was practically feasible.] (65). 


[Note—'The fact that Ravana had shown the same respect to Sita as he would have 
shown his own mother in case he was forced by circumstances to keep her in 
confinement in his garden has also been narrated in almost a similar language in 
Anand Ramayan, Sarkand, Canto 13, stanza no. 1 of verse no. 126, and verse no. 139. 
We have already read this version of the story in Part 1, Chapter 2, Section 2.1 of our 
Book where the story of Ravana from the Anand Ramayan has been narrated in its 
entirety.] 


(c) Adhyatma Ramayan, Uttar Kand, Canto 3, verse nos. 29-42, 54-59:- 


SRI AJARA Hell AA CASIO | 
cia eir asi AI WaAViol GIA I Sll 
RI Pagel 218: youuicrad AJA | 
APARADA AARI GAM: | 


fdoreraorit aca aasa I 3oll 


athanyam sampravaksyami katham rāma tvadāśrayām | 
sita hrta yadartham sa ravanena duratmana Il 291 

pura krtayuge rama prajapatisutam vibhum | 
sanatkumaramekante samasinam dasananah | 
vinayavanato bhütva hyabhivadyedamabravit II 301 


[Sage Agastya said to Lord Ram—] ‘Oh Lord Ram, now I shall narrate to you one 
more story that concerns you, and it will enlighten you about the reason why the 
wicked demon Ravana had abducted Sita. (29) 
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Once upon a time, during the Satyug (the first of the 4-Yuga celestial cycle of creation 
and destruction), Ravana, the 10-headed one, approached Brahma's son Sanatkumar 
who was sitting alone, and said to him most politely’ (30)— 


[Note—'Refer also to Part 1, Chapter 2, Section no. 2.1 of our Book where this 
episode of Ravana meeting sage Sanatkumar has been narrated in full in verse nos. 
120-126 (stanza no. 1).] 


wl odfsHol Yarl cile jaro Acta: | 
SU ei AMA erg og ctetfort fà II 32H 
cp mba ferr forcer cb eureifod a ANo: | 
gaod WA ordo, Yai Yrotfdciaz I 32! 


ko nvasmin pravaro loke devanam balavattarah | 

devasca yam samasritya yuddhe Satrum jayanti hi II 3111 
kam yajanti dvija nityam kam dhyayanti ca yoginah | 
etanme $amsa bhagavan prasnam pra$navidamvara Il 32 II 


‘Who is that God who is deemed to be the best amongst all the Gods; who is that God 
who is the bravest, the strongest and the most valiant amongst them all, and by 
seeking whose protection (or shelter) all the other Gods are able to vanquish all their 
enemies and opponents in a battle? (31) 


Whom do the Brahmins adore, worship and pay their homage to, and who is the Great 
One who is the subject of meditation that is done by Yogis (ascetics)? 

Oh Lord! You are the best amongst those who know the answers to all 
possible questions (ie. you are an expert in general knowledge and possess 
extraordinary wisdom, and I think that you are the best person who can answer my 
questions). Hence, please answer my query (to remove my confusions in the matter).’ 
(32) 


sircdr cer efózeir AASV eilereop | 
SMloaAAAAS MU] asl YI ii 331l 


jňātvā tasya hrdistham yattadaSesena yogadrk | 
dasananamuvacedarm srnu vaksyami putraka Il 331 


Sage Sanatkumar thought over the matter, and by the intuitive feeling that this wise 
and sagacious sage inherently possessed, which was aided by the mystical power of 
being able to have a deep insight into things and be able to read the mind of the other 
person that he had acquired by the virtue of doing Yoga (meditation), he immediately 
realized the intention of Ravana in asking these questions . 

He said to Ravana, ‘Listen son. I am answering your questions. (33) 
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[Note—'Sage Sanatkumar realized that the secret intention of Ravana in asking these 
questions was quite different from what it appears to be on the face of it. Apparently 
Ravana seems to have asked this question to determine which senior God he must 
now vanquish in order to establish his unchallenged and unquestioned sovereignty 
over the whole of heaven and the rest of the creation; if he succeeds in subjugating the 
Supreme God who is the Lord of this creation, then surely and certainly there would 
be no one to challenge his authority any longer. He has been doing it for a long 
time—picking one God after another and vanquishing them one by one. Yet the secret 
intention of Ravana was quite different. 

But his real motivation was different, and it was noble. By now Ravana had 
understood that the evil life he has been living will condemn his soul forever, for he 
was learned and wise enough to realize that no matter what boon he had got or may 
get in the future yet it is an irrevocable law of creation that whosoever has taken a 
birth must die, and when this happens the destiny of that creature depends upon the 
deeds done by him during his lifetime; no one is immortal and no one can escape the 
result of his deeds. 

Though he had enjoyed all the worldly privileges and material gains that a 
creature can possibly have in this mortal world, and more so because he had the 
backing of the boons granted to him which made him a de-facto sovereign Authority 
in the world whom not even the Gods could challenge, but internally he had, of late, 
begun to harbour a secret fear for the doomed destiny of his soul. When he was alone 
he would think over the matter and become pensive and worried. He decided that he 
must do something if he wished that his soul could rest in peace in his final days. 

He had also realized that it is not possible for him to pursue any of the paths 
enumerated in the scriptures by which the soul attains liberation and deliverance, and 
all possible means of emancipation and salvation seemed to be blocked for him. 
Therefore, he must now adopt a path which best suits him—pursue his spiritual 
objectives not by any of the holy and righteous means designated by the scriptures, 
such as Yoga (meditation), Yagya (sacrifices), Tapa (austerity and penance), Dhyan 
(contemplation), Bhakti (devotion for Lord God), Puja (worship), Vairagya 
(renunciation), Gyan (gnosis, acquiring spiritual wisdom and enlightenment), and etc., 
but by following the path that seems to be his natural habit, the path of wickedness 
and evil done to such an extreme extent that it would force the Supreme Lord to come 
to him to provide him with deliverance from his sinful body of a demon, and thereby 
liberate his soul. Further, since he would die at the hands of the Supreme Being who 
is most gracious, merciful, kind, compassionate and benevolent, it is absolutely 
certain that the Lord would take care of the welfare of his soul—i.e. he would be 
granted emancipation and salvation, even if it is done by default, because no one can 
go to hell in the presence of the Lord, and no one’s soul is ever condemned by the 
Lord, for it the Lord himself had declared and solemnly affirmed that he is 
responsible for the spiritual welfare of all those who come to him in any way and 
under any condition! 

To wit, sage Sanatkumar could read the thoughts of Ravana when he asked 
these questions. The sage felt glad that Ravana wished to meet the Supreme Being 
with the noble intention, albeit a secret one, of silent self-surrender before the Lord 
and seeking the blessing of liberation and deliverance for his soul. The sage took pity 
on Ravana, and was happy that he would be able to play the vital role of a spiritual 
guide to help a fallen creature (in this case Ravana) to discover the path of redemption 
in a way that suits his inclinations and temperament the best. ] 
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arat eir orerar foreer ara stowed or fà | 
RRR ferret gRARRUÙSERI: | 3vil 
aoU DAA Fer faeaztor ufer: | 
WE doad Adel FLARA i 391! 
a weniger fase sefa 21213 RY | 

aso erria csraroromufoa fé II 3£ll 


bharta yo jagatam nityam yasya janmadikam na hi | 
surasurairnuto nityam harirnarayano'vyayah II 341 
yannabhipankajajjato brahma vi$vasrjam patih | 
srstam yenaiva sakalam jagatsthavarajangamam Il 351I 
tam samasritya vibudha jayanti samare ripün | 

yogino dhyanayogena tamevanujapanti hi Il 361 


He who always sustains and nourishes the whole creation, he who neither takes birth 
nor dies, he who is eternally adored, worshipped and honoured by the Gods as well as 
the demons alike, he who is imperishable, eternal, never-changing and stable—the 
name of this Supreme Lord of the world is Sri Narayan Hari (i.e. Lord Vishnu). (34) 


Even Brahma, the creator of this whole creation, had been born out of the divine lotus 
that had emerged out of his (Lord Vishnu's) navel’, 

It is this Lord Hari (Vishnu) who has created this whole world consisting of 
animate as well as inanimate things, i.e. a world so varied and diverse in its 
constituents that on the one hand it has entities that show apparent signs of vibrant life 
by the virtue of their movement, such as the animals and birds, and on the other hand 
it has such entities as trees and mountains that are immobile and show no apparent 
signs of any life in them but are nevertheless components of equal importance in this 
creation. (35) 


It is ‘his’ strength relying upon which the Gods conquer all their enemies in any 
battle; it is *his" holy name that the Yogis (ascetics) repeat during their religious 
practices such as meditation and contemplation; and it is ‘he’ who is worshipped, 
glorified and honoured by them." (36). 


[Note— It has been said in the Purans, the ancient mythological narratives of the 
Hindu religion, that a lotus emerged from the navel of Lord Vishnu as he was 
reclining on the coiled body of Seshnath, the celestial serpent who floated on the 
surface of the Kshirsagar, the ocean of milk that existed at the beginning of creation. 
This lotus had a long stem, and atop it sat Brahma who would become the ‘creator of 
the physical world'. That implies that Lord Vishnu existed prior to Brahma, and he 
was the primary Being, or the Supreme Being, from whom everything else was born. 
From the metaphysical perspective as elucidated in the Upanishads, this 
Supreme Being is called ‘Brahm’, and he is nothing but pure cosmic supreme 
Consciousness in a personified form. It is this ‘Consciousness’ that metamorphosed 
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into three primary forms known as Brahma the creator, Vishnu the sustainer and 
protector, and Shiva the concluder—who form the three Gods of the Trinity. Actually 
it is the same supreme Brahm, or the same cosmic Consciousness, that is playing three 
different roles—of creation, its sustenance, and its conclusion in three distinct forms 
of Brahma, Vishnu and Shiva. To wit, these three Gods were the first revelation of 
Brahm. Since Brahma was born first, he assumed the name of his own parent, i.e. 
‘Brahm’ became ‘Brahma’. Vishnu is placed in the center of the Trinity Gods—to 
imply that he is ‘central’ to the entire spectrum of Gods and creation. Shiva is placed 
last, i.e. he is the third God of the Trinity, to indicate that he stands for the ‘end’ of 
this vast creation.] 


asùdaoi ral Yara GAMONA: | 
Serricloidzeifsr fawojon Hef a I 361! 
cpi dr af querod Yee À gg | 
agama glAN 2ravi ARAA I 3cll 


maharservacanam Srutva pratyuvāca daśānanah | 
daityadanavaraksamsi visnuna nihatani ca II 371 

kam va gatim prapadyante pretya te munipungava | 
tamuvaca munisrestho ravanam raksasadhipam II 381l 


Hearing these words of the great sage Sanatkumar, the 10-headed Ravana asked once 
again, ‘Oh exalted sage! What is the fate of those demons, devils, ogres and all others 
who are like Satan, if they are killed by Vishnu?" 

[ Ravana wanted to be certain of his destiny by asking this question. This 
question itself proves that before he decided to create animosity with Lord Vishnu, 
who had manifested in the form of Lord Ram, he wished to be certain about the fate 
of those who were killed by the Lord.] 

Then the sage, who was the best amongst the sages (1.e. Sanatkumar), replied 
to Ravana, the king of demons (37-38)— 


dadfelaar ferret scar FAAATA | 
ISR YRA AA aA c I ZSI 
udifsid: yord Apad a I 
fdcurorr ù sarà g yaoa Seifert il voll 


daivatairnihata nityarn gatva svargamanuttamam | 
bhogaksaye punastasmadbhrasta bhumau bhavanti te Il 391I 
purvarjitaih punyapapairmriyante codbhavanti ca | 

visnuna ye hataste tu prapnuvanti harergatim Il 401l 


‘When they (the demons etc.) are killed by other Gods (i.e. when they are slayed by 
any other God except Lord Vishnu), they go to a heaven which is the best amongst all 
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the places to go after death. There, they live for as long as their destiny determines for 
their heavenly abode. After this period, they revert back (or fall back) to the terrestrial 
world (the earth) where they had lived prior to their death. (39) 


As a result, they fall back and get sucked into the cycle of birth and death like any 
other creature who takes birth and die repeatedly in a virtually endless cycle that 
makes them oscillate between this world and the next depending upon the deeds, 
whether evil or good, done by them in a particular life. 

On the contrary, those who die at the hands of Lord Vishnu do not enter this 
cycle, and instead, they attain liberation and deliverance from the grip of this vicious 
cycle; they get emancipation and salvation, and find eternal happiness by residing in 
the supreme abode of the Lord himself—i.e. they find eternity for their soul by 
merging it with the supreme Soul represented by the Lord himself." (40) 


[Note—'To wit, when any creature, no matter how evil or sinful it may have been, 
dies at the hands of Lord Vishnu, the Supreme Being, then such fortunate creatures do 
indeed attain the exalted abode of the Lord himself, because when the Lord frees the 
soul of such creatures from the cage of their sinful bodies he also makes sure that the 
soul would never have to suffer again by getting trapped into another sinful body. 

The Lord feels obliged to grant emancipation and salvation to the creature 
whom he kills because he feels that inspite of the creature being sinful and evil he has 
after all come to him in order to fight with him, and how can anyone who gets so 
close to the Lord as to fight with him at close quarters not be rewarded for this rare 
privilege of being so close to the Supreme Being? Say, how can something remain 
dark in the light of the sun; how can a caring father turn away his face away when he 
sees his son in great misery, irrespective of the fact that this son had been creating a 
lot of mischief for him throughout his life? 

Verily indeed, the Supreme Being, when he sees the lamentable state of the 
evil creature at the time of its death, is so much moved that he forgets about the 
creature’s follies and mischief, and instead shows his basic nature of being a forgiving 
and benevolent Lord who overlooks all the shortcomings of everyone and is always 
willing to grant them pardon. 

The Lord takes pity on this dying creature whom he was forced to kill because 
this individual had become a scourge for the whole world and was tormenting all 
other creatures of this creation. Since all the creatures are the subjects of the Lord’s 
kingdom, he was forced to intervene to eliminate one individual in order to ensure 
peace and safety for all others. And therefore, though this sinful creature does not 
deserve any consideration or mercy, yet the Lord is so benevolent, forgiving, kind and 
merciful that he can’t but desist from overlooking all the follies and sins of the 
creature at least for once, and grant the latter’s soul the benefit of the Lord’s divine 
grace and the largesse of the Lord's blessings at the time of death. ] 


9[car AforRaIrad WAV ELARI: | 
Mess son ardd feroaraarsaraq I vil 
Ao: Red URS WAR AÍ: | 
sara dea Assi arfdeerfer of 219m: | gell 
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$rutva munimukhatsarvam ravano hrstamanasah | 
yotsye'ham harina sardhamiti cintaparo'bhavat II 41 II 
manahsthitam parijfiaya ravanasya mahamunih | 
uvaca vatsa te'bhistam bhavisyati na sam$ayah II 421 


Hearing these words from the mouth of the sage ($rutva munimukhatsarvarn), 
Ravana was very pleased and he felt glad internally. 

After contemplating for some time and debating upon the matter in his mind 
he decided that he will certainly fight with Sri Hari’. 

[To wit, Ravana took a firm decision in his mind that he will purposely create 
ill-will, hatred and enmity with Lord Vishnu which would definitely lead to a 
confrontation with the Lord, and ultimate death at his hands. Say, how fortunate 
would he be, thought Ravana, to get killed by the Lord, as this would ensure liberation 
and deliverance of his soul without any effort on his part and without any question 
about his past deeds asked.] (41) 


The great sage had an insight into the thought processes of Ravana, and so he said, 
*Oh son! There is no doubt that your wishes shall be fulfilled!^ 
Refer: Verse no. 33 herein above.] (42) 


Sela Gelso A QUT ed UPA | 
Gael 21 dà afar orafdeje: I vi 
frat óaarcertorfareargpuri pA ai: | 
Wal SRÍ ACRATAUAGHA: || 91] 


athava drastumiccha te $rnu tvarh paramesvaram | 
tretayuge sa deve$o bhavita nrpavigrahah II 541 
hitartham devamartyanamiksvakünamn kule harih | 
ramo dasarathirbhütva mahasattvaparakramah Il 55 II 


Sage Sanatkumar further advised Ravana as follows: ‘Now, listen—if you indeed 
have a sincere desire to have a holy vision of the Supreme Lord, then that Lord of 
Gods shall manifest (or take birth) in the body (or in the form) of a king [54] for the 
benefit and welfare of both the Gods as well as the humans. The Lord shall be born as 
a son of king Dasrath who is a descendent in the family of the great king Ikshwaku of 
Ayodhya. 

Then (i.e. when this happens in the near future) Sri Hari (Lord Vishnu) shall 
be called by the name of Lord Sri Ram, who shall be most truthful, righteous, noble, 
mighty, powerful, valiant, famous and glorious in all respects [55]. (54-55) 


fügfoteirerrcar AN ARRI Gus dot | 
farafseerfer SAA SoA AARRI i NSI 
vd À 2idarcerrd: A Baur ARIA, | 
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IORA APAMA AGI Mi foal JAH II VOII 


piturniyogatsa bhratra bhāryayā dandake vane | 
vicarisyati dharmatma jaganmatra svamayaya Il 561l 
evam te sarvamakhyatam maya ravana vistarat | 
bhajasva bhaktibhavena sada ramam $riya yutam II 571 


That righteous and noble Lord shall, on the instructions of his father, wander in the 
forest called Dandakaranya along with his brother (Laxman) and consort (Sita) who 
is, in reality, the Mother of the entire creation as well as a manifested form of the 
Lord's Maya (i.e. the Lord's cosmic powers of creating delusions). (56) 


Oh Ravana! In this way, I have briefly told you the essential facts of the matter. Now 
you should constantly worship and adore (i.e. remember and have faith in) Lord Sri 
Ram along with his divine consort Laxmi (in the form of Sita); you must do so with 
sincerity of devotion, and you must have full conviction, faith and belief in this 
matter." (57) 


[Note—'Sage Sanatkumar, as has been previously noted in verse nos. 33 and 42, had 
already been aware of Ravana's hidden desires—that he wanted to ensure liberation 
and deliverance of his soul by some mean. When Ravana learnt that those who are 
killed by Lord Vishnu find eternal liberation as stated by Sanatkumar in verse no. 40, 
he decided that it is the best option for him as it suits his temperament and way of life, 
for he loves fighting and action as opposed to peaceful means of obtaining salvation 
and emancipation. The all-knowing sage could read his inner thoughts, so he now tells 
Ravana how to go about his mission and attain success in it. 

It is clear by now that Ravana was fully aware who Lord Ram and Sita were 
when he decided to abduct the latter and fight with the former in due course of time. 
He knew that Lord Ram was in fact Lord Vishnu, and Sita was the Lord's Maya or 
goddess Laxmi personified. So though outwardly Ravana acted like a highly pervert, 
immoral, sinful and wicked demon during the entire episode starting with the 
abduction of Sita and leading up to the fierce war of Lanka which ultimately ended in 
his death at the hands of Lord Ram, internally he was very glad that it is happening 
the way he had planned already—as he had voluntarily selected this means of 
attaining liberation and deliverance for himself as well as for all other demons who 
stood by him and were faithful to him. 

Remember: Not all demons died during the war, even Ravana's own brother 
Vibhishan lived. Ravana ensured that all those who were extremely sinful like him 
should free their souls first, as those who had some goodness left in them would be 
able to attain emancipation on their own accord when their time comes, so they can 
wait.] 


HII SAT | 

ud YraRRieasil ena feePafcari a | 
Tan US AAAA AAV AGIO II cll 
qpr aid Ao, ueicol aaaea: | 
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vds] ASRA Aasa afsaror | 
Eddo, Moral dË eA SRI i Vil 


agastya uvāca | 

evam $rutvasuradhyakso dhyātvā kificidvicarya ca | 
tvaya saha virodhepsurmumude ravano mahan II 581l 
yuddharthi sarvato lokān paryatan samavasthitah | 
etadartham mahārāja ravano'tiva buddhiman | 
hrtavan janakim devim tvayatmavadhakanksaya II 591l 


Sage Agastya (who was the primary narrator of these events) said to Lord Ram, ‘Oh 
Ram! After hearing what Sanatkumar had told him, the king of demons, the great 
Ravana, pondered over it for some time, and finally decided that he would pretend to 
have enmity with you. 

Having decided thus (to be your enemy), he felt extremely glad and delighted 
in his heart’. (58) 


He (Ravana) roamed about in this whole world waiting eagerly for the time when he 
can fight a battle with you. So therefore, oh Great King (Lord Ram), Ravana, who 
was very wise, had abducted goddess Sita purposely with the express desire to get 
killed at your hands.’ (59) 


[Note—'Ravana was extremely glad and delighted because it was an easy way for 
him to achieve emancipation and salvation with a body of a demon destined to do evil 
deeds and follow unrighteous path. By opposing Sri Ram, he will have cleverly 
played his part of the drama to perfection even as Sri Ram had played his own part as 
a human. Ravana was spared the trouble of severe hardships undergone by sages and 
hermits when they did Yoga, Dhyan, Tapa, Yagya, etc. 

All spiritual paths that provide liberation, deliverance, emancipation and 
salvation to the creature and grant eternal peace, bliss, beatitude and felicity to his 
soul were almost closed for Ravana. His life and deeds were so sinful and fallen that 
he had no chance ever of redemption. He was so much accustomed to doing wrong 
and wicked deeds that stealing a person’s wife and fighting with him if he seeks her 
back were something that suited him well. So he chose this easy path for his 
redemption, instead of trying other paths in which he was bound to fail. This easy 
path would be in accordance to his nature and temperament as it would allow him to 
enjoy the comforts of the material world and the sensual pleasures of the body while 
at the same time ensuring his salvation by getting killed by Lord Ram. 

His determination to get killed by Lord Ram as a means of obtaining liberation 
and deliverance for his soul is clearly evident on numerous occasions when he refused 
the advice given by those very close to him, such as Vibhishan and Kumbhakarna (his 
brothers), Mandodari (his wife), and some of the other elderly demons such as 
Kalnemi, Malyawan, Marich etc., to return Sita to Lord Ram to avoid the ruinous war. 
This is also why he was so reckless, brazen and stubborn in his approach. 

In this context one can refer to the following verses of Adhyatma Ramayan: (1) 
Aranya Kand, Canto 5, verse nos. 58-61, (11) Aranya Kand, Canto 6, verse nos. 30-32, 
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(iii) Aranya Kand, Canto 7, verse no. 65, (iv) Lanka Kand, Canto 10, verse nos. 55- 
61.] 


(d) Adhyatma Ramayan, Uttar Kand, Canto 4, verse nos. 1-11. 
oflareród sara | 


LOSI FSU APRo ARG Alors | 
uico UAV A ELA oicaigdiga: | 1l 
aoa, Gfé A Ug PA AA AGIT: | 
aghast adera sia orergerar I 21 


$rimahadeva uvaca I 


ekada brahmano lokadayantam naradam munim | 
paryatan ravano lokan drstva natvabravidvacah Il 11 
bhagavan brühi me yoddhum kutra santi mahabalah | 
yoddhumicchami balibhistvam jnhatasi jagattrayam Il 21 


Lord Shiva said to his consort—'Oh Parvati! While wandering in the different worlds, 
one day Ravana saw the celestial sage Narad coming from the Brahma Loka (the 
abode of Brahma, the creator of this gross physical world). He bowed before the sage 
and politely said to him’ (1), --- 


---‘Oh Lord! I wish to fight a duel with those who are very brave, strong and 
courageous. You are well acquainted with the three worlds (the celestial, terrestrial 
and subterranean worlds). So please tell me who is fit and strong enough to fight with 
me.’ (2) 


[Note—'Ravana’s meeting with sage Narad has also been narrated in Anand 
Ramayan, Sarkand, Canto 13, verse nos. 126 (stanza no. 2)—139. This is included in 
our Book in Part 1, Chapter 2, Section 2.1.] 


Aforeaisscals JRR sdagtuforarf3ror: | 
ASIA AésIDRRAg enfe Aside Il 31i 
forera À d fawyon frey À | 

d Ud aq AA 3rorerer BRP: I vil 


munirdhya"tvaha suciram śvetadvīpanivāsinah | 
mahabala mahakayastatra yahi mahamate Il 3I 
visnupüjarata ye vai visnuna nihatasca ye | 
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ta eva tatra safijata ajeyasca surasuraih II 41 


The sage thought for a while and replied, ‘Oh the wise one (mahamate)! Inhabitants 
of an island called ‘Shweta-Dwip’ (literally, the island inhabited by fair-skinned 
people) are very strong and brave; they are robust, and possess huge and powerful 
bodies. You should go there (3). 


Those who constantly (regularly and consistently) worship and adore Lord Vishnu, or 
those who had been killed by him earlier with his own hands—they are the only ones 
who have taken birth there. 

They cannot be won or subdued by anyone, neither by the Gods, nor by the 
demons.’ (4) 


gear agrauit derroaifoqgfàr: qeucbur Aor | 
AGDA: AANA AARAA: 1 ll 
arqalsddoRw YUS orad: | 

ceracdr Aoi RÈ AIA GAMA: I SI 


śrutvā tadravano vegānmantribhih puspakena tan | 
yoddhukamah samagatya $vetadvipasamipatah II 51 
tatprabhahatatejaskam puspakam nacalattatah | 
tyaktva vimanam prayayau mantrina$ca dasananah Il 6l 


Hearing this, Ravana, along with his ministers, immediately boarded the plane called 
Pushpak and went near the island called Shweta-Dwip!. (5) 


The plane lost its flying powers in the face of a brilliant radiation emanating from that 
island. So, Ravana left the plane and the ministers behind, and went ahead on his own 
(alone, on foot). (6) 


[Note— This episode of Ravana going to the Shweta-Dwip when told about it by sage 
Narad, and the developments that occurred there have also been narrated in exactly 
the same way as is being narrated here in Adhyatma Ramayan, in the ‘Anand 
Ramayan', Sarkand, Canto 13, verse nos. 127-139. 

For reference, the reader should see Part 1, Chapter 2, Section 2.1 of this 
Book.] 


Ufdorootd ag Glu qat ador AAA | 
qey cd pa: PSR fda: ol dr do I vil 
seep! cic sdfde: gor: Yor: | 
parpena ful GAMA: I cil 
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praviSanneva tad dvipam dhrto hastena yosita | 

prstasca tvarh kutah ko'si presitah kena va vada Il 7 II 
ityukto lilaya stribhirhasantibhih punah punah | 
krcchraddhastadvinirmuktastasam strinam dasananah Il 81l 


Scarcely had he entered the island when a woman caught hold of his hands and asked, 
"Tell me who are you? Where have you come from? Who has sent you here?’ (7) 


In this manner, many women joked, teased, and poked fun at him, and he managed to 
free himself from them with great difficulty. [Surely, Ravana must have felt extremely 
embarrassed, exasperated and humiliated at this treatment. All his self-pride, ego and 
dignity bit dust.] (8) 


amrelargci creedr ferodensrr goiter: | 

favojor fed enfàr dapvofarfer YA: I SIl 
ARI wpe pA corel MAREA | 

sfet PIU do8l IER ASR: I loll 
olloloold RIA A TSERIdohyal | 
AIMAUCRIAR cdd: DIF A Fad || 9 il 


a$caryamatulam labdhva cintayamasa durmatih | 

visnuna nihato yami vaikunthamiti ni$citah II 91 

mayi visnuryatha kupyettatha karyam karomyaham | 

iti niScitya vaidehim jahara vipine'surah I 101 

jananneva paratmanam sa jaharavanisutam | 
matrvatpalayamasa tvattah kanksan vadham svakam II 11 Il 


He was extremely perturbed and astonished at seeing all this, and that wicked fellow 
thought to himself, ‘I shall die at the hands of Vishnu and be sure to go to Vaikunth 
(the abode of Lord Vishnu)’. 

['Why? Because then, when time comes, I shall also take birth in this 
magnificent place, and become as strong and invincible as the inhabitants living here. 
Sage Narad has told me that those who are killed by Lord Vishnu reside here, so 
therefore I too must get myself killed by Vishnu so that I too would come to live here. 
Indeed, the people of this extraordinarily wonderful land are more powerful than me 
as is evident from the courage and fearlessness shown by their ordinary women folk. 
Why, no other living creature in this world would have ever dreamt of treating me 
with such causal approach and with lack of any fear as these ladies have done just 
now. Surely they are more powerful and strong than what we demons are. They have 
treated me with complete disdain, and they I felt helpless when they grasped my 
hands in a vice-like grip. Oh my; how much insulted do I feel. Shame to me and to the 
demon race that I could not take revenge for the humiliation I was subjected to for the 
first time in my life by these ordinary women. Woe to me, and shame to my claim to 
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being the mighty king of the demon race since I could not protect even my own self- 
respect! | (9) 


So I must do something which will enrage Lord Vishnu and incite him against me.’ 

That demon had stolen Vaidehi (Sita) from the forest because of this decision 
(that he would do things that would make Lord Vishnu so angry that the Lord would 
come and kill him). (10) 


Oh Lord Sri Ram! Desirous of getting himself killed at your hands (because you are 
an incarnation of Lord Vishnu), he had purposely abducted Sita. 

[Being fully aware that he is bringing the cosmic Mother of this creation, who 
was the divine consort of Lord Vishnu who himself is the Supreme Being, and not an 
ordinary princess of a human prince when he abducted Sita, Ravana took all 
precautions to ensure that she is shown all due regard and honour that befits her 
exalted stature as Mother Goddess. ]} 

So therefore, when he brought her to Lanka he took great care to look after her 
as if she was his own mother while she was in his captivity even as he knew, while 
taking her away, that you are not an ordinary human but the Parmatma, the Supreme 
Being known as Lord Vishnu who is the Supreme Soul and cosmic Consciousness 
personified. [This being the case, he was sure that Sita was none other than goddess 
Laxmi, the divine consort of Lord Vishnu.] (11) 


[Note— (i) The fact that he kept Sita with due regard to her as his own mother and 
divine goddess is also clear earlier in Aranya Kand, Canto 7, verse 65. Please also 
refer to my note in verse no. 58, Canto 3 of Uttar Kand. (ii) Verse no. 9-11 describe 
the first-hand experience of Ravana as to what short of place he expects to live in if he 
dies at the hands of Vishnu; see verse nos. 3-4. 

So, he became all the more determined to brazenly follow his chosen path of 
confrontation with Vishnu, because he thought that even if emancipation, deliverance 
and salvation was not possible for him inspite of dying at the hands of Vishnu due to 
the treasury of sins and misdeeds that he has accumulated, then at least he will enjoy 
life ‘King-size’ in this Shweta-Dwip! ] 


Kk k k k k k 


Section 5.1.2: 


Anand Ramayan 


The Anand Ramayan gives a version of the reason why Ravana stole Sita that is 
exactly like the one we have read herein above in Adhyatma Ramayan in the previous 
Section 5.1.1. 

The reader must have already read Anand Ramayan’s version in detail in this 
Book, in Part 1, Chapter 2, Section 2.1 where the full story of Ravana from Anand 
Ramayan has been narrated. To be specific, this subject is described in Anand 
Ramayan’s Sarkand, Canto 13, verse nos. 120-139 where we read about Ravana’s 
meeting with the two great sages Sanatkumar and Narad. 
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Since Anand Ramayan’s version has already been narrated earlier as stated 
herein above, we will skip it here in order to avoid repetition, and move on to the next 
Section 5.1.3 which describes why Ravana stole Sita as explained in another classic 
version of the story, i.e. in Ram Charit Manas of Tulsidas. 
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Section 5.1.3: 


Ram Charit Manas 


Goswami Tulsidas’ great classic story of Lord Ram’s life and time, called the epic 
Ram Charit Manas, gives the reason why Ravana decided to abduct Sita in its Aranya 
Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-6 that precede Doha no. 23. 

The reason given in Ram Charit Manas is the same as the one given in 
Adhyatma Ramayan, Aranaya Kand, Canto 5, verse nos. 57-61. We have already read 
about Adhyatma Ramayan in the previous Section 5.1.1, and so now we shall read the 
version from Ram Charit Manas herein below. The reader should note that the context 
is also the same in both these Ramayans, viz. Supernakha’s entreaty with Ravana to 
take revenge upon Lord Ram who had deformed and gravely insulted her by cutting 
off her nose and ears, something that had resulted in humiliation of the entire demon 
race, and if Ravana neglects it for any reason whatsoever then it would certainly 
adversely affect his reputation and dignity. 

Ravana became excessively alarmed, and intuitively he realized that there is 
much more than what meets the eye. After all it was not a joke for someone to openly 
challenge his authority by insulting his own sister Supernakha, and then when the 
demons Khar and Dushan, who were Ravana’s maternal aunt’s sons whom he had 
assigned the task to protect the outer boarders of his vast demon kingdom from 
intrusion by outsiders, went to intercede on behalf of Supernakha with an army of the 
choicest demons who were known for their ferocity and mercilessness, they too were 
killed with the whole of the demon army. So therefore, Lord Ram, who had done all 
this single-handed, is surely and certainly not an ordinary human being. 

That means, thought the pensive Ravana, is it true that the Supreme Being has 
finally decided to come down to earth to kill him and uphold the sanctity of the 
prophesy of Brahma that had ensured that some human being would one day kill him 
inspite of his otherwise being immune to death from any other source (refer: Anand 
Ramayan, Sarkand, Canto 13, verse nos. 51-53/1), or that of Nandi, the mount of 
Shiva, who had also cursed him that one day he would be killed by a human being 
(refer: Anand Ramayan, Sarkand, Canto 13, verse nos. 84-89), or of king Anaranya of 
Ayodhya who had cursed Ravana that one of his descendants would crush his pride 
and kill him (refer: Anand Ramayan, Sarkand, Canto 13, verse nos. 226-118). 

The past came to haunt Ravana like a ghost baring its teeth and tongue 
dripping blood in the frightening dark of the dooms-day night. 


Now let us see what Ram Charit Manas says:- 
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HO. UAT SIAL AT Ga ets VAY SITET He HTS CEDE R M 
Rae rfe aa aera | frets cat arg fay TaT 3 ui 


caupat. 


sura nara asura naga khaga mahirn. more anucara kaham ko'u nahim. 1. 
khara düsana mohi sama balavanta. tinhahi ko mara'i binu bhagavanta. 2. 


[When Supernakha told Ravana everything that had happened and how Lord Ram had 
rebuked and insulted her by chopping-off her ears and nose, and after that how he had 
slayed the entire demon army led by her cousin brothers Khar and Dushan, Ravana 
became very worried and thoughtful. 

He could not sleep that night (Doha no. 22) and had a hunch that his days are 
finally numbered as the Supreme Being appears to have come personally to kill him. 
So he wondered—] 


‘Verily indeed, amongst the gods, the humans, the demons, the serpents (representing 
all the terrestrial creatures) and the birds (representing all those who live in the sky, 
such as the demi-gods, spirits etc.)—none of them, not a single living being for that 
matter, have the power and the ability to stand against any of my followers (i.e. any of 
the demons who serve me). No one can face any one of my followers; that is for sure. 


(1) 


Khar and Dushan’ were as strong and valiant as I am; say who can kill them except 
the Lord God himself. (2) 


[Note—'Khar and Dushan were the sons of Ravana's maternal aunt—refer: Anand 
Ramayan, Sarkand, Canto 13, verse no. 62. They were assigned the task of protecting 
the outer boarders of the demon kingdom, and were stationed in the formidable forest 
known as Dandakaranya from where Lord Ram stayed with his wife Sita and brother 
Laxman at the time of Supernakha’s deformation and the subsequent abduction of Sita 
by Ravana. 

Khar and Dushan had sought revenge for the insult of their sister Supernakha 
by attacking Lord Ram with a huge army of ferocious, vicious and battle-hardened 
demons. The Lord had easily and quickly eliminated all of them. This story is narrated 
in full in Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, from Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes 
Doha no. 18—to Doha no. 20; and in Adhyatma Ramayan, Aranya Kand, Canto 5, 
verse nos. 19-35. 

Refer also to Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Doha no. 180 that also reiterates 
this fact that all the members of the demon race of which Ravana was the king were 
stunningly strong and invincible in their own rights, and every single demon was so 
powerful and valiant that he could virtually conquer the whole world single- 
handedly.] 


Gt srt ate Sm pui spe efle STAT 3 di 
vit aig ae eis mr WY ST Wi et WS Y UI 
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sura ranjana bhanjana mahi bhara. jaum bhagavanta linha avatara. 3. — 
tau maim ja'i bairu hathi kara'üm. prabhu sara prana tajem bhava tara'üm. 4. 


This being the case, and if my suspicions are not without foundation that it is indeed 
true that the Supreme Being who is the provider of happiness to the Gods and the 
Lord who removes the fear of the burden of the mundane world and its associated 
miseries and torments from the heart and the mind of all living being—if that Lord 
God has actually manifested himself (in the human form of Lord Ram), (3) --- 


---Then I will surely go and establish animosity with him willingly, and without a 
second thought about it, so that I would be killed by the Lord's arrows, and thereby 
attain deliverance from this mundane gross world of transmigration. (4) 


Sete Sepp THU GET LA HA AT HA SS WAT NG di 
wit Usu sq ats IgRe TR sift TA STS UU 8 UI 


ho'ihi bhajanu na tamasa deha. mana krama bacana mantra drrha eha. 5. 
jaum nararüpa bhüpasuta ko'ü. hariha'um nari jiti rana dō'ū. 6. 


My body is so sinful and vile that I neither can I worship the Lord with it nor can I 
have devotion for him through its medium. I am very certain about it, and I am 
convinced of this fact in my mind and heart. So therefore, I will resolutely carry out 
my decision honestly, and I will do anything needed to be done by my words and 
deeds that my objective is achieved. 

[To wit, now that I am convinced that the Supreme Lord has come personally 
to kill me, an event that 1s sure to liberate my soul that 1s trapped in this vile body of 
mine and provide it with deliverance, no matter what happens I will stick to my 
decision and do everything within my means that the Lord does kill me. I will go to 
any extent, even if it is an action that is most contemptible like stealing Sita, but I will 
go about it nevertheless with a greater good of my soul in view.] (5) 


On the other hand, if Ram is not what I think him to be, i.e. if he is an ordinary human 
prince instead of being a personified form of the Supreme Being, then I will keep his 
wife after abducting her and vanquishing the two (Lord Ram and his brother Laxman) 
in the battle-field.'! (6) 


[Note—'These two verses, verse nos. 5 and 6, lay the ground for the rest of the story. 
Ravana had two things in his mind—one was to find deliverance if Lord Ram 
happened to be the Supreme Being, and the other was to usurp another woman as was 
his habit if the husband turns out to be an ordinary human being. This doubt in the 
mind of Ravana proved to be a virtual boon for the rest of the world as well as for the 
soul of the huge demon race. 

For had Ravana had alone fought with Lord Ram in his hermitage at 
Dankakarnya itself before trying to take away Sita, then surely the Lord would have 
killed him as he did Khar and Dushan. In this case the rest of the demons would have 
escaped death, and that would have meant two things—one, the scourge of the 
demons would have remained intact because other close kins of Ravana, such as his 
fierce son Meghanad, and his brother Kumbhakrana would have survived to lead the 
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demon race, and they would have continued unabated the reign of terror started by 
Ravana. And secondly, none of their souls would have had the golden opportunity to 
find liberation and deliverance from the cage of the demon body in which all of them 
were trapped. 

But as it fortunately turned out, Ravana took away Sita to Lanka, and this 
forced Lord Ram to go to Lanka to launch a fierce war to rescue her. An in this war 
almost the entire demon race was eliminated. This ensured that the burden the earth 
faced from the cruelty and horrors spread by the demons under the command of 
Ravana ended once and for all in its entirety. But as it happens in all wars, not all 
demons died, for some who did not side with Ravana and did not participate in the 
war managed to live. The chief amongst such demons who survived the war was 
Vibhishan, Ravana’s own younger brother who had sided with Lord Ram at the 
beginning of the war. This ensured that only the good demons survived to carry on the 
lineage of the great sages Pulastya and Visrawa to which Ravana and his line of 
demons belonged, instead of complete annihilation. 

There is another way of looking at the decision which Ravana took—to take 
away Sita to Lanka instead of fighting Lord Ram in the forest itself. He had learnt of 
the fate of Khar and Dushan, and he was also aware that they had a huge army to 
support them. All of them were killed by Lord Ram. This scared the wits out of 
Ravana, and he could not muster sufficient courage to face Lord Ram alone in the 
battle-field. Besides this, he thought that if indeed Lord Ram is the Supreme Being as 
he was almost sure the Lord was, then why not let the other demons too have the 
benefit of liberation and deliverance at no extra effort by forcing them all to die in the 
battle fighting the Lord. For Ravana was sure that the Supreme Lord is so merciful 
and compassionate that he cannot allow any single demon to go to hell if the latter is 
killed in a battle in which the Lord himself is a participant. 

Ravana correctly deduced that the nearness with the Lord itself is a blessing 
par-excellence in itself, and no soul can ever remain condemned if it happens to have 
the shadow of the Lord fall upon it. So in this aspect Ravana proved himself to be 
selfless and gracious king of the demon race in as much as he ensured the spiritual 
welfare of all the demons instead of thinking of the deliverance of his soul alone.] 
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Section 5.2.1: 


Ram Charit Manas 
{The story of Sita’s abduction by Ravana} 


In the previous section we have read why Ravana had actually abducted Sita, the wife 
of Lord Ram. Now we shall commence a detailed narration of all the developments 
that are related to Sita’s abduction, and the subsequent events that culminated finally 
in the epic War of Lanka that led to the killing of Ravana along with his close 
associates and the demon army which he commanded. 
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For the purpose of narration of the events linked to the abduction of Sita by Ravana 
we shall read from two well-known classical narration of the story of Lord Ram, viz. 
Ram Charit Manas of Goswami Tulsidas which we shall read here in Section 5.2.1, 
and Adhyatma Ramayan of sage Veda Vyas which will follow in the next Section 
22. 


In ‘Ram Charit Manas’ this story is detailed in Aranya Kand (or Canto 3), from 
Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes Doha no. 17—to Doha no. 22; and from Chaupai line 
no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 23—to Doha no. 29. 


Now, let start reading this fascinating part of our Story:- 


quer Tent efus ge Fea une wn sme s 
taad ur Wen SIT Pf ferner ST Set HART I c UI 

Wat für or STINT pues rures Pr ATT & tl 

Bis fae wen ale «t rent fate tanh xa tate facet t & ui 


supanakha ravana kai bahini. duşta hrdaya daruna jasa ahini. 3. 
pancabati so ga'i eka bara. dekhi bikala bha'i jugala kumara. 4. 
bhrata pita putra uragari. purusa manohara nirakhata nari. 5. 

ho'i bikala saka manahi na roki. jimi rabimani drava rabihi bilOki. 6. 


There was a female demon named Supnakha! (or ‘Supernakha’) who was a sister of 
Ravana (the notorious king of the demons with his capital at Lanka). She was very 
wicked and foul in her heart, and was extremely cruel like a poisonous snake. (3) 


One day she went to Panchavati? where Lord Ram dwelled with his wife Sita and 
brother Laxman (during the days of his forest sojourn). When she saw the two 
handsome princes (Lord Ram and Laxman) she was overcome with lust and passion 
(as is the wont of demons who have neither any self-control over their carnal desires, 
nor any trace of morality and scruples worth the name). (4) 


[The crow-sage Kaagbhusund told Garud, the mount of Lord Vishnu, who had come 
to the former to listen to the divine story of Lord Ram as follows—] Oh Urgari 
(literally the one who is an enemy of serpents)*! It is said that a woman (who is 
wanton and lacking in morals and scruples) is liable to get easily sexually aroused at 
the sight of a man who is handsome and charming, irrespective of who he is, whether 
he be her brother, father or even a son. [This applied specially to Supernakha as she 
was a 'demoness' by birth, and so was inherently inclined to be exceedingly 
promiscuous, immodest and sexually pervert.] (5) 


So, enchanted by the bewitching beauty of Lord Ram, Supernakha lost control over 
herself; she became very uneasy as she was unable to restrain the overbearing desire 
of lust and passion that overwhelmed her mind and heart. It is like the case of the gem 
known as ‘Suryakantamani (or the “rabimani”)” which starts glowing automatically 
and radiating brilliant light in the presence of sun though the sun is not at all aware 
that the gem even exists. (6) 
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[Note—'This demoness got her name ‘Supernakha’ because she had large nails which 
were as wide as a winnow-fan. It also may mean one who has broad ears and long 
nails like that of a winnowing fan. ‘Supa’ = the winnowing fan or a winnow-basket; 
*Nakha' = nails. Supernakha lived in the Dandakarnya forest, a dense, wild and 
intractable forest that was infested with ferocious animals and demons, and it 
separated the continent of ancient India into the Northern part that was civilized and 
the Southern territories that were mostly wild and inhabited by tribals and aboriginal 
people. 

According to Anand Ramayan, Sarkand, Canto 13, verse no. 61, Ravana, her 
brother, got her married to a demon named Vidyujjihva and gifted the Dandakaranya 
forest to her as a marriage gift. (Refer: Part 1, Chapter 2, Section 2.1 of this Book.) In 
due course of time she became a widow, and then Ravana sent the demons Khar, 
Dushan and Trishira to protect her as she was now alone in a dense forest. 

Being a demon by birth, Supernakha had a natural tendency to be immoral, 
wanton and promiscuous in her behaviour; she would roam around the world seeking 
sexual gratification. For this she would assume any form that suited her, and as soon 
as her lust was satisfied she moved on to hunt for a new prey in fresher grounds. It 
was during one of her such wanderings that she sighted Lord Ram and Laxman and 
fell for their exceptional charms and heavenly beauty. 

Ravana had sent Khar and Dushan to this forest with another aim too—it was 
to guard the frontiers of his demon kingdom in the north which lay just south of the 
Vindhya Mountain range and north of the kingdom of Kishkindha, the kingdom of the 
monkey race. Khar and Dushan were sons of Ravana's maternal aunt. A huge army of 
demons were in their command. 

Lord Ram, along with his wife Sita and brother Laxman, had come to reside at 
a place called Panchavati deep inside this forest. It is here that one day Supernakha 
saw the Lord, and was so extremely enthralled by the Lord's charm and beauty that, 
being a pervert demoness who had no moral scruples worth the name, ventured to 
propose marriage to him. 


*Panchavati—This was like an oasis, with a lot of greenery and vibrant bird and insect 
life, in the middle of the otherwise desolate and barren tract of land consisting of a 
formidably horrifying forest that had no life except thorny plants and poisonous trees 
and creepers extending to the horizon in dense clusters. Panchavati was situated near 
the banks of the river Godavari which flowed through the forest, and was around 24- 
25 miles from the hermitage of sage Agastya. This place is located near the modern 
city of Nasik in Maharastra state of India. 

It was so named as it had five (“Pancha” = five) huge banyan trees (“Vat” = 
banyan tree) that grew almost in a circle so as to provide shade over a large area that 
they covered. This made the place very welcoming as it was cool, comfortable and 
relaxing as well as congenial for a long stay. Its proximity with the river Godavari 
was an added bonus. So Lord Ram, Sita and Laxman decided to spend some time 
here. Actually this spot was advised to them by Sage Agastya—refer: Ram Charit 
Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 15-18 that precede Doha no. 18. 

Refer to Adhyatma Ramayan, Aranya Kand, Canto 5, verse nos. 2-3 that 
describes how she discovered that Lord Ram lived in Panchavati. It so happened that 
one day while wondering in the forest she saw the marks of Lord Ram's feet on the 
ground. These marks were like the lotus flowers and had signs of a goad and mace 
inside them; such marks are unique to the sole of the feet of Lord Vishnu, the 
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Supreme Being. They are so attractive and divine by their nature that anyone who 
sees them even once is pulled towards them automatically as iron is to a magnet. 
Actually this is the mystical way of the Lord by which his devotees are attracted 
naturally towards him even without their conscious knowledge, and by this means the 
merciful and kind Lord finds an excuse to ultimately grant liberation and deliverance 
to his devotees from this mundane gross world of transmigration. 


?This episode is being narrated by the crow-sage Kagbhusund to Garud, the mount of 
Lord Vishnu, who had come to the former to hear the divine story of Lord Ram. 
Hence, the narrator address the listener as “uragarl’—1.e. an enemy of serpents, 
because Garud, the celestial Eagle and the mount of Lord Vishnu, is a sworn enemy 
of poisonous serpents and gobbles them all up very easily. 


“The word “rabimani” has two parts—viz. ‘rabi? meaning the sun, and ‘mani’ 
meaning a gem; it is also called ‘Suryakantamani’ because it emanates rays of light in 
the presence of the sun. It is often called a ‘sun-stone’ too, and is probably a sort of 
crystal of the size of a small pebble that glows brilliantly in sunlight. 

This metaphor is used here to imply that just like a sun-stone begins to 
automatically emanate light on its exposure to the sun, a woman’s natural passion and 
desire for love arises instinctively when she is exposed to a man whom she regards as 
being handsome and charming. She would then find it quite difficult to restrain her 
mind and heart from developing some sort of longing for this man she takes fancy to. | 


"fe wu at wy Us BIS peii TIT ART TRIS Ul 9 N 
GS WH Gea Ta aa aN | ae Asi fates Tar ferant i ¢ u 


TT STS FHS wnpuréb Seas alt eden fag "Tél s ul 
ard ata iit tes SAN pump umm su qe fm i go n 


rucira rüpa dhari prabhu pahim ja't. boli bacana bahuta musuka'. 7. 
tumha sama purusa na mō sama nari. yaha samjoga bidhi raca bicari. 8. 
mama anurüpa purusa jaga mahim. dekhe'um' khoji loka tihu nahim. 9. 
tatern aba lagi rahi'umi kumari. manu mana kachu tumhahi nihārī. 10. 


Hence, she assumed a charming form of a beautiful young lady! and went to the Lord 
(Sri Ram). Once there, she spoke very sweetly, with a broad and enticing smile on her 
face. (7) 


She told Lord Ram thus: ‘Indeed there is no man (as handsome and charming) as you 
are, and neither is there any other woman who is as alluring as me (in beauty and 
charm). It looks that the creator had made great deliberations before he made the two 
of us, for it 1s obvious that he made us for each other, and then devised this 
opportunity for our meeting. (8) 


I had been searching in the three worlds (heaven, earth and nether worlds) for a man 
befitting me, and for whom I may develop a liking, but to no avail; for in all sooth I 
could not find a single individual who would suit me?. (9) 
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This is the reason I have remained a virgin till now. However, after seeing you I feel 
enchanted. I seem to have developed a natural sense of attraction and longing for you, 
for I have begin to love you, which makes my mind and heart convinced, to some 
extent, that at last I have found someone who is suitable to become my companion as 
he seems compatible to me and suitable to my tastes’. (10) 


[Note— Supernakha knew that she was an ugly demoness, and so therefore if she 
goes and proposes to Lord Ram in her original form it is sure that he will reject her. 
So she assumed the form of a beautiful lady. 


*This acknowledgement by Supernakha—that she had been roaming freely in the 
world searching for a man to marry, which implies that she gazes intently at all the 
men she meets, looking him up and down like a customer examines a cattle for sale in 
the cattle-market, and even testing them by brief flings of pretended romance—shows 
that she was a lady with an extremely loose character and low morals. To wit, she has 
revealed her bad and immoral character unwittingly herself, for no lady of good birth 
and family would roam around alone looking for a mate like the way Supernakha had 
done; it's vulgar and promiscuous. 


*By saying that she is satisfied by Lord Ram's personality ‘to some extent’ shows that 
she has kept the option open—because as soon as her lusts would be satisfied she 
would make an exit from the relationship citing the reason that her partner did not suit 
her ‘completely’. So she has warned Lord Ram to be careful of her intentions by 
saying that she has found some comfort in him only to some degree; not fully, but 
partially. ] 
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Lord Ram glanced towards Sita (to indicate to Supernakha that he had a wife, and so 
could not accept her proposals). Then he answered her, saying, ‘My younger brother 
(Laxman) is a bachelor yet (as he has no wife who accompanies him in the forest; so 
if you do wish to marry, go and propose to him)". 

[Oh enchantress, listen. I am a married man, and have a loyal wife with me. 
How is it possible, then, that I can become your companion. No, it isn’t possible 
under any condition; it would be totally unrighteous and unethical to even imagine of 
this evil thought. Look, you will never succeed in seducing me, take it for granted. 
However, if you still persist, I give you an option—my younger brother has not 
brought his wife along, and you can try your seductive tricks on him if you manage to 
succeed. So go to him.]’ (11) 
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Then she went to Laxman, who recognized her to be the sister of their enemy 
(Ravana). He glanced at Lord Ram (to get a hint of what the Lord wants), and then 
said to her sweetly, (12) --- 


---‘Oh beautiful and enchanting lady! Look, I am a mere servant or an attendant of 
him (i.e. of Lord Ram)’. Since I am not independent, you will not feel comfort that 
you expect from my company (as a servant or an attendant has to do what his Lord 
wills, and his time and energy is occupied in serving his Lord). (13) 


Lord Ram is the king of Ayodhya and is all-able. Whatever he does is well suited to 
him. [So you would do well to become the Lord’s companion as he is a king, and you 
will have greater pleasures and comforts like a queen enjoys if you keep his company 
as compared to me who is not free but bound by my Lord's commands. ] (14) 


[Note—'The word Lord Ram used for his younger brother Laxman is “ku'ara”; it 
means a boy, a young man, a prince; it also means one who is unmarried. 

It is remarkable that Lord Ram has called Laxman a ‘Kumar (ku'ara)'. Of 
course he was a young prince and was like the Lord's son*, and of course he was 
indeed a young boy. But was he ‘unmarried’? Yes of course; from the practical point 
of view Laxman was indeed leading a life of a bachelor, the life of a ‘Kumar 
(ku'ara)', during the fourteen years that he spent with Lord Ram in the forest, though 
he was married and a wife named Urmila that he left behind at Ayodhya at the time of 
accompanying Lord Ram and Sita to the forest. By leading a life of strict celibacy for 
fourteen long years Laxman had made a great personal sacrifice to serve his beloved 
Lord Ram and look after the Lord's personal safety, needs and comforts in the forest 
like a faithful follower and a loyal servant is expected to do; it was also the advice 
given by Laxman’s mother to him#. It was a sort of severe Tapa (penance and 
austerity) that Laxman did, and this Tapa bestowed upon him the natural powers that 
come to a person who does Tapa. To wit, by the virtue of this ‘Tapa’, i.e. observance 
of strict vows of celibacy, both physical and mental, Laxman acquired special 
mystical powers of stupendous proportions that enabled him to easily overcome all 
the formidable hurdles and the fiercest of enemies that he and Lord Ram had to face 
in the forest. 

In all sooth therefore, Lord Ram wasn't wrong when he called his younger 
brother a ‘Kumar (ku'ara)'. It was in fact an honour that the Lord granted to his 
younger brother; it was an acknowledgement on the part of the Lord of the sacrifices 
that Laxman had made for his sake, and for the cause of the gods. 

*Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes 
Doha no. 75. 

# Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Doha no. 75 along with Chaupai 
line no. 8 and Chanda line nos. 1-4 that precede it.] 


The situation is simple and uncomplicated. There are two princes and one lady in that 
lonely place in the depth of the forest, and no other soul is seen anywhere around. 
When Supernakha approached Lord Ram disguised as a young virgin, it is but 
common sense that Lord Ram immediately knew that there was something wrong and 
suspicious as no ordinary woman would be found in the middle of an un-inhabited 
forest which was infested with fierce demons and wild animals. Hence, the presence 
of a lonely woman, who could move freely and fearlessly in a horrifying forest merely 
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in search of a mate, itself was something exceptionally impossible to believe and 
incongruous enough to raise a grave suspicion about her true identity and real 
intentions. 

Another reason why Lord Ram could instantly realize that there was 
something gravely wrong with this lady is that Sita was with him, and still 
Supernakha proposed to him—something that no sensible woman, who is a stranger, 
would do in the presence of another woman of the household. Besides this, no formal 
introductions were made by Supernakha and no time was given by her for some kind 
of close acquaintance to develop with the inhabitants of the hermitage before she 
could have gathered courage to propose; she just came in uninvited and bluntly said ‘I 
want to make love to you’. It is absolute nonsense and uncivilized to do so. So surely 
Lord Ram knew that this lady was great imposter out to cheat and trap him. 

So the Lord looked towards Sita to indicate to Supernakha that he is ‘not 
available as he has a wife with him’. But obviously Laxman had no companion—so 
she was free to propose to him. 

Does this mean that Lord Ram was testing his brother’s character? No, no; it is 
not that at all. The Lord knew that Laxman had an immaculate character; the Lord 
was only trying to tease Supernakha and make her get angry so that the Lord’s divine 
mission of eliminating the cruel demons could be started. And as the things 
developed, everything went according to the Lord’s planning, for soon Supernakha 
became furious and the Lord asked Laxman to cut off her nose and ears to punish her 
for her impertinent behaviour when she threatened to kill and eat Sita. This was the 
spark that ignited the fire that reduced to ashes the scourge of the demon race. 


“In verse no. 11 Lord Ram has glanced at Sita to convey a silent message that he has a 
wife with him. Now, in verse no. 12 Laxman glanced at Lord Ram with the same 
intent to tell Supernakha in verse no. 13 that he is not a free man himself as he is a 
servant of the Lord. If Lord Ram is engaged to Sita and therefore cannot entertain 
Supernakha, Laxman says that he too is engaged as an attendant to serve his Lord 
Ram, and hence he too is not free to entertain her. ] 
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[Laxman supported his contention that he is not a free man to do whatever he wishes 
to do because he is like a servant of Lord Ram, and a servant is never free, by citing 
some examples of how certain things are impossible under certain situations. He cited 
the following examples to dissuade Supernakha from her pursuit—] 


A servant who desires comfort and happiness, or a beggar who expects honour and 
respect, or a person addicted to some sort of vice (such as gambling, drugs, wine, 
women etc.) wishing to accumulate wealth, or a promiscuous and lascivious man 
wanting a good fate for himself (i.e. a good name and honour after death) [15], or a 
greedy man hoping to have a good name and fame, or a messenger who is egoist and 
haughty wishing to be successful in his mission, or a doubtful man who is uncertain of 
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what he does and aims for hoping to achieve any of the four celebrated fruits in 
life'—well, all such persons are so utterly stupid that they expect to get milk by 
milking the sky [16]*! [Therefore, you, Supernakha, should abandon any hope of 
getting a positive response from me.]’ (15-16) 


[Note—'The four best fruits or rewards that one gets for success in life are the 
following: (i) Artha = financial well-being; (ii) Dharma = fame got by being righteous 
and noble; (iii) Kaam = fulfillment of all worldly desires; and (iv) Moksha = spiritual 
welfare by way of salvation and emancipation of the soul. 


“Laxman tries to convince Supernakha that she should not expect any happiness even 
if he accepts her proposal because he is servant of Lord Ram, and anyone who serves 
another should not expect the joy and pleasures that comes with freedom. If a person 
who is under an obligation to serve someone expects joy and happiness that comes to 
a free man then he is an outright fool like the case of the persons listed in these two 
verses. 

To wit, it is impossible for a diligent servant to have personal comfort and 
pleasure as he is always on his toes to carry out the orders of his master. He does not 
know when the master would summon him and order him with a task to be done. 

Similarly, a man who has stretched out his hand before someone to beg for 
something should never expect to have any respect for himself; by begging he is 
deemed to have forfeited his dignity and self-respect. 

A man addicted to some bad habit such as gambling, betting, drugs, wine and 
women would spend all his money in the pursuit of his vices; he would even pawn his 
family heirlooms to satisfy his addiction. This makes it impossible for him to 
accumulate any wealth. 

A man coveting other persons’ wives and women can never hope to live in 
peace in this world, and when he dies his soul never rests in peace either; his 
conscience pricks him all through his life; he is reviled while alive, and he is 
condemned even after death. 

A greedy and covetous person is never at peace, and this nature of his makes 
him impulsively do things that bring ill-fame and dishonour to him. 

A messenger must be calm and poised and cool-headed, for if he is haughty 
and arrogant and loses his self-restraint he is certain to ruin the chances of attaining 
success in the mission for which he has been sent by his lord as an emissary. 

A person who is not resolute and determined and focused on the task at hand, 
a person who is not certain of the correctness of the path he has chosen for himself, a 
person who does not even know the goal he is expected to reach, and a person who is 
not confident in his steps, and dithers and demurs every now and then— such persons 
never attain success in any enterprise. 

Verily indeed, they are vainly trying to draw milk from the sky. To wit, they 
are merely day-dreaming and building castles in the sky, hoping for things that can 
never materialize.] 
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At being thus rebuffed by Laxman, she (Supernakha) came back to Lord Ram. The 
Lord sent her to Laxman once again’. (17) 


Laxman then sternly rebuked her, saying that only a person who has no shame, 
dignity and self-respect worth the name in him would ever think of marrying her. (18) 


[Note—'Supernakha was so maddened by passions that she lost all sense of self- 
respect and modesty. She ran to and fro between the two brothers like a shuttle-cock. 
She was rebuked by Lord Ram as well as by Laxman.] 
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taba khisi'ani rama pahim ga't. rapa bhayankara pragatata bha’. 19. 
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Then (when Laxman finally rebuked and insulted her by saying that only a shameless 
man would think of marrying her), she became extremely peeved and frustrated. 
Fretting and fuming in anger, she resumed her original fearful form of an abhorable 
demoness and went once again to Lord Ram. (19) 


As Supernakha approached the Lord of Raghus (Lord Ram; raghura'l) menacingly, 
the Lord observed that Sita was very terrified. So he made a sign to his younger 
brother (Laxman) with a subtle movement of his eyes’. (20) 


[Note—'By now Supernakha has shown her true form—a fierce demoness with a 
huge body and sharp pointed nails. She lunged fearfully at Lord Ram and Sita in order 
to attack them. This scared Sita out of her wits. Then Lord Ram glanced at Laxman 
and winked at him to signal to him to punish the demoness. And how did Laxman 
punish Supernakha? This is narrated in Doha no. 17 herein below. 

The Lord had to first prove to Sita and the world that the fine lady whom the 
Lord would punish is not an ordinary woman but a demoness. So he made her go to 
and fro between himself and Laxman so she gets mad with anger, and this would help 
reveal her true identity—that of a fierce and cruel demoness. Now when the 
punishment would be carried out, no one would raise a finger against Lord Ram or 
Laxman for having harmed an ordinary human lady. 

Supernakha was now attacking Lord Ram and Sita with a vengeance, and 
surely in this situation it became necessary for Lord Ram to act in self defense. If he 
did not do anything, Supernakha would have certainly injured Sita with her dagger- 
like nails.] 
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doha. 


lachimana ati laghavami so naka kana binu kinhi. 
take kara ravana kaham’ manau cunauti dinhi. 17. 


Laxman, on getting a hint from Lord Ram, swiftly cut-off the ears and nose of 
Supernakha, and by this singular act he (as well as Lord Ram) had virtually 
challenged Ravana’. (Doha no. 17) 


[Note— Supernakha's deformation was an open challenge thrown to the demon king 
Ravana, who also happened to be her brother, to come and settle scores with Lord 
Ram and Laxman if he dares to do so. This event of cutting of Supernakha's nose and 
ears laid the foundation of the war that would ultimately lead to the slaying of Ravana 
and elimination of the cruel demons for which Lord Vishnu had to come down to 
earth in the form of Lord Ram to fulfill his promise made to the Gods and Mother 
Earth. 

The Lord had to find an excuse using which he would be able to complete his 
mission on earth, and Supernakha unwittingly provided this excuse to the Lord. 

Every action of the Lord God is for the long-term good of a living being 
though in the beginning it looks very bad for him. Lord Ram wished to pull 
Supernakha back from her evil ways of being excessively promiscuous and highly 
morally degraded as she has accepted herself that she went around the world 
searching and testing for men who would fit to be her husband. It goes without saying 
it in clear terms that she must have established conjugal relationships with countless 
males in order to ascertain whether they suited her or not. It is obviously highly 
immoral and shameful to do so, but she did it. So the Lord got her deformed so that 
now onwards no male would be attracted to her, and she would be forced to abandon 
her immoral life, and instead, lead a life of restraint and abstinence. 

There is an ancient text called *Garga Sanhita’ in which a detailed story of 
Supernakha is narrated. It is said here that since Lord Ram cannot refuse to fulfill the 
desire of anyone who comes to him seeking anything, he was obliged to live up to his 
own vows and reputation on this count. Though the Lord had to refuse Supernakha's 
proposals during this particular point of time, but he had to recompense her for it. So 
the Lord blessed her that in his next incarnation as Lord Krishna during the next Yuga 
(era) known as Dwapar, he would oblige her. It is believed that Supernakha became 
the celebrated Kubja, the old hunchback, whom Lord Krishna blessed during his 
manifestation.] 
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With her nose and ears chopped-off, she looked most fearsome and horrifying, and 
blood poured out from her gashed body like thick streams of deep ochre colour 
gushing out from the crevices of a huge mountain. (1) 
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Weeping and lamenting woefully, she rushed to Khar and Dushan (her protectors and 
cousin brothers), cursing and swearing at them, ‘Woe to you both the brothers; shame 
betide to your manhood and valour; fie upon you.’ (2) 
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They were stunned when they saw the horrible condition of their sister. Upon enquiry 
she narrated the whole episode to them and explained the cause of her misery. 

When they (Khar and Dushan) heard everything, they immediately summoned 
an army (of demons, to seek revenge). (3) 


A huge army of fierce demons swarmed around in multiple groups and launched a 
ferocious and vicious attack. They appeared like huge winged mountains of dark soot 
covering the entire length and breadth of the sky, from one end to the other of the 
horizon. [The demon army covered the whole sky and moved forth rapidly like 
foreboding dark clouds that appear before a severe thunder-storm.] (4) 


The demons rode different types of vehicles, and they had various shapes and sizes. 
They held multiple types of weapons, were countless in numbers, and were 
exceedingly fierce and horrifying. (5) 


They kept Supernakha in the vanguard of the attacking force, and this portended an 
evil omen for them as she had an inauspicious form without a nose and ears’. (6) 


[Note—'Supernakha was in the front of the attacking demon forces as she wanted to 
tell Lord Ram and Laxman that she has now come to settle a score with them quickly. 
She was extremely angry and burning with rage; she wished to lead from the front to 
show the two brothers who she actually was, to show them that they had played with 
fire while rebuking and deforming her, and that now they would have to pay a heavy 
price for their act. By being in the front she wished to signal that it was she who has 
come to seek revenge for her insult and deformation, and that she was a powerful lady 
who had a mighty army at her command. 

But in the process something else was not taken into account by the mad 
demons who were destined to doom by providence—and it was that Supernakha’s 
deformed body was an evil sign before the commencement of battle. Everyone looks 
for a good omen before starting on a mission, and in this case unfortunately the sign 
was bad. Had the demons been wise and left with any common sense they would have 
not allowed her to be in the front of the army as she had had an evil and ominous form 
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with blood gushing out of her wounds and with her ears and nose cut-off. This form is 
never considered auspicious and good omen for any enterprise, let alone a decisive 
battle where death and destruction stares in the face. 

In the final analysis, perhaps this evil form of Supernakha decided the course 
of the battle between the demons and Lord Ram which was soon to follow—as this 
evil omen had already decided the fate, which was defeat and complete extermination 
of those who willingly and voluntarily invited death by foolishly holding this evil sign 
of Supernakha’s inauspicious form as an insignia, a mascot or a coat-of-arm of the 
army. 

Indeed, Supernakha played a pivotal role in the destruction of the demon race 
as it was she whose lustful actions had sowed the seed that culminated in the epic War 
of Lanka that led to the killing of Ravana. 

One cannot fail to observe here that after all it was a woman’s secret and 
suppressed desire for sensual gratification that had burst out into the open in the form 
of a volcanic eruption symbolized by the battle that would ensue now between Lord 
Ram and the demons Khar and Dushan, and later on transform into a no-holds barred 
war that resulted in the annihilation of her own family. | 
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Manifold bad omens appeared then, and they were horrifying and pretenders of doom. 
But the demon hordes were so overwhelmed by the call of destiny that destined their 
death that they paid no heed to any sign that should normally have warned them of 
their impending doom. (7) 


They yelled and jumped madly as they moved swiftly across the sky (to attack Lord 
Ram). When one group of demons saw the others groups of demons in an excited 
mood, they too became exhilarated (as if they were going on a picnic to celebrate 
some great event)! (8) 


Some of them instigated others by commanding that they must catch the two brothers 
(Ram and Laxman) alive, and then snatch their lady (Sita) after killing them both?. (9) 


[Note— The demons were so confident of themselves and their might that they had 
no fear of anything. They thought that it would be literally a cake-walk for them to 
vanquish Lord Ram and Laxman and snatch Sita from them. They did not realize that 
they were walking into their own graves! 


?They wanted to kill their enemies, which in this case were Lord Ram and Laxman, as 
a prudent military strategy because if an enemy is allowed to escape or is spared death 
then there were great possibilities that he would create some sort of mischief for the 
conqueror at a later date. 
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We have proof of this in the story of the Ramayan itself. Lord Ram had spared 
Marich from death at the time of protection of the fire sacrifice of sage Vishwamitra. 
The Lord had used a headless arrow to hit Marich, and this arrow flung him to a 
remote island near Lanka where Marich lived in fear of the Lord. Later on Marich was 
forced by Ravana to become a deer with a golden hide in order to abduct Sita. Had 
Lord Ram slayed Marich at that time then perhaps the event that led to the abduction 
of Sita by Ravana would have been avoided. ] 
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The whole firmament was filled with dust due to the advancing demon army. [It was 
like the case of a severe thunder-storm that is usually preceded by a blinding dust- 
storm in the dry plains that see the first rain of the season.] 

Lord Ram called his brother (Laxman) and said to him—(10) 


‘Brother, take Janki (Sita) along and go inside the cave of the mountain. Look, a 
fierce demon army is approaching rapidly’. (11) 


Be alert and careful." 

Hearing the words (instructions) of the Lord, he (Laxman) went away with 
Sita as directed; he held his bow and arrow at the ready (to meet any eventuality)’. 
(12) 


[Note—'Lord Ram knew that the battle that was to happen now would be spine- 
chilling, and it would be so horrifying and bloody that Sita would die of terror if she 
had to witness it. Besides this, it would be an added burden upon him during the thick 
of battle if his attention was diverted for the safety of Sita; he would not be able to 
focus entirely on the enemy if Sita was around. Further, seeing her, the demons would 
create more problems for him than imagined. So the Lord decided that it was prudent 
to keep Sita out of sight. And there was no safer place to hide than a cave. 


*Lord Ram had sent Laxman with Sita in order to give her protection in case some 
demon got the wind where she is kept. Secondly, since Laxman was the one who had 
cut-off the nose and ears of Supernakha, the Lord wished to remove him from sight so 
as to avoid the chances of his being singled out by the vicious and ferocious demons 
for direct attack. In his absence the chances were that the demons would be confused 
as to who was the real culprit who had deformed Supernakha, and the confusion and 
disorder in their ranks about the proper target to attack would give Lord Ram the 
much needed time to finish them off before they gather their wits together.] 
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Now, when Lord Ram observed that the demon horde has finally arrived, the Lord 
smiled' and raised his most formidable and powerful bow, stringing it to make it 
ready for attack (1.e. to shoot arrows at the attacking enemy). (13) 


[Note—'Why did Lord Ram smile? He wondered as to how the luck has favoured 
him, and how Providence plays its game. The Lord’s mission was to eliminate the 
cruel demons, and he had come all the way from heaven for this purpose. He had 
traveled barefoot from his capital at Ayodhya to the distant lands of the Dandakarnya 
forest. It would have been very cumbersome and difficult and impractical to find the 
demons who were either scattered around the vast realm of the earth or lived in their 
fortified city of Lanka across the ocean. Luck so favoured the Lord that now he would 
not have to take the trouble of going to them to kill them, for they have come on their 
own to jump into the pit of a raging fire which destiny had lit for them in the form of 
battles with the Lord. 

Providence is indeed so powerful a force that it can bring together at the same 
spot elements that under ordinary circumstances are poles apart, elements that can 
never ever be expected to interact begin to have a close encounter under the 
compelling influences of Providence. 

Another reason for the Lord smiling is that he was amused as to how a single 
woman could be the cause of a huge calamity. | 
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marakata sayala para larata damini koti som juga bhujaga jyom. 2. 
kati kasi nisanga bisala bhuja gahi capa bisikha sudhari kai. 3. 
citavata manahum mrgaraja prabhu gajaraja ghata nihari kai. 4. 


When Lord Ram stringed his bow to make it ready and lifted his arms to tie his long 
matted hairs into a tight tuft on his head, it seemed that two serpents are engaged in a 
duel with countless streaks of lightening emanating from the top of a mountain of 
emerald’. (Chanda line nos. 1-2) 


The Lord girded up his quiver at his waist, held his formidable bow in his long arms, 
and sharpened his arrows as he gazed steadily at his enemy (the attacking army of the 
demons) as if a lion (“mrgaraja”; the lord of the animals) watches at a huge horde of 
wild elephants (gajaraja) advancing towards it like a bank of dark clouds (ghata)”. 
(Chanda line nos. 3-4) 
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[Note—'In this metaphor, the ‘two serpents’ are represented by the Lord’s two arms; 
the ‘mountain of emerald’ is the Lord’s dark-complexioned radiant body; the 
‘summit’ is his head; and the ‘countless streaks of lightening’ represent the dazzle of 
the stringed bow and the sharpened arrows that reflected sunlight. As the Lord’s arms 
are lifted to tackle the strands of hairs and tie them tightly on the head into a tuft, the 
bow and the arrow in the Lord’s hands swung and swayed in all directions, producing 
streaks of light that gave an impression that two serpents were combating with each 
other even as streaks of lightening strike at them atop a mountain of emerald. 


*The lion is not afraid of the elephant; when an elephant approaches a lion 
menacingly, the latter never runs away out of fear, but cleverly maneuvers its moves 
so as to overcome even a wild and mad elephant. The lion would swiftly jump on the 
back of its victim and dig its sharp teeth and claws into the head and the back of the 
neck of the victim, without giving the elephant a chance to understand what is 
happening, then gnawing and biting at its flesh and tearing out its nerves till it is dead. 

In this metaphor, Lord Ram is compared to the fearless lion that is ready to 
pounce upon his enemy, the elephant; and the demon army is compared to the huge 
horde of wild elephants that is running wildly towards the lion in order to crush it to 
death. 

Since the demons are approaching the Lord via the path of the sky they are 
compared to the dark clouds rolling up the horizon in a menacing manner.] 


"IO. SIs "TU ATA aE ENE Mad WIE | 
went farcitfen arcet ser wate Ata TTT LSU 


soratha. 


a'i ga'e bagamela dharahu dharahu dhavata subhata. 
jatha biloki akela bala rabihi gherata danuja. 18. 


Demon warriors who were colossal in size and most terrifying in their demeanours 
came rushing at the Lord, shouting ‘catch him; catch him’. The sight resembled the 
event when fierce demons close in on the rising sun to grab it, finding it alone and still 
of a tender age (a young sun which is yet not powerful or hot enough to burn the 
demons by its sheering heat)!. (Sortha no. 18) 


[Note—'The demons, who are called ‘Nishachar’, meaning nocturnal creatures, for 
they love darkness as well as evil that it symbolizes, have a natural aversion to 
sunlight. So as soon as they see the sun rising in the horizon they try to grab it, but 
they can’t go too close to the sun because though it is still young and cool it is still hot 
enough to scorch them as soon as they come too close to it. So though the demons 
lunge at the rising sun to destroy it in its nascent stage but they fail in their attempt 
and recoil when they face the sun’s heat. 

In the present case as applied to Lord Ram and the attacking army of demons, 
Lord Ram is the ‘young sun’ as he is alone and young in age, while the enemy is like 
the ‘demons who try to destroy the rising sun’ but recoil in horror as soon as they 
come too close to it due to the sun’s natural heat that goes on increasing with the 
passage of every moment. 
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According to ancient mythological accounts, there is a story attached to this metaphor. 
It is narrated in an ancient text called ‘Hemadri’ as well as in the ‘Vishnu Puran’, Part 
2, Section 8, verse nos. 50-57. Briefly it is as follows:- 

A great demon race is called ‘Mandeha’; they are supposed to be twenty- 
thousand in numbers. These demons had a curse-cum-blessing from the creator 
Brahma that they would have to die everyday though their bodies would remain 
imperishable. It’s such a paradoxical curse indeed, resulting in a situation whereby 
these demons die and take birth daily, and in an attempt to escape death they try to kill 
the sun so that they won’t have to die. 

Therefore the story goes that these demons called Mandeha attacked the sun 
when it rose in the morning so that they won’t have to die at the end of the day and 
suffer the agony of death and taking a birth again the next day. Now it so happened 
that Brahmins used to offer oblations to the rising sun in the morning while chanting 
the famed Gayatri Mantra, which is a spiritual formula specially formulated for 
worshipping the sun, and it is one of the most powerful Mantras with intense cosmic 
energy encrypted in its words. When water was sprinkled at the sun while muttering 
this Mantra, its drops became so highly charged with energy that they became like 
hot arrows, and when they fell on the attacking demons who surrounded the infant sun 
it resulted in these demons getting scorched and scalded as if boiling water was 
poured on them. The rising sun thus remained unharmed. But due to Brahma’s 
blessing that their bodies won’t die, these demons were revived once again before the 
end of the day. So in the evening they attacked the sun once again to ensure that it 
does not rise in the next morning. 

This mythological story is cited here to describe the scene when Lord Ram 
stood surrounded by fierce demons who wanted to kill him but could not venture 
close enough due to the Lord’s inherent dynamism and spiritual energy which 
repelled them like the heat of the sun and the spiritual powers of the Gayatri Mantra. | 
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caupa’. 


prabhu biloki sara sakahim na dari. thakita bha'i rajanicara dhari. 1. 
saciva boli bole khara düsana. yaha ko'u nrpabalaka nara bhusana. 2. 
naga asura sura nara muni jete. dekhe jite hate hama kete. 3. 

hama bhari janma sunahu saba bhā'. dekhi nahim asi sundarata’. 4. 
jadyapi bhagini kinhi kurüpa. badha layaka nahim purusa anüpa. 5. 


When the demon army saw the Lord (Ram) they were so much stunned (by the Lord's 
majesty, charm, beauty and the aura of divinity that emanated from him) that they 
could not shoot even a single arrow at him, and they developed a cold feet as soon as 
they came near the Lord. 
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[To wit, Khar and Dushan, the commanders of the demon army, as well as 
their demon soldiers were absolutely stumped and awe-struck at the magnificent sight 
of the Lord that charmed them to such an extent that they stood as if paralysed on 
their path, and gazed at the Lord in stunned amazement.] (1) 


Khar and Dushan summoned their chief minister and confided in him about their 
amazement, ‘He (Lord Ram) appears to be a princely jewel in the entire human race. 

[To wit, our opponent, i.e. Lord Ram, does not seem to be an ordinary person; 
we are of the view that this gentleman is the best human we have ever seen or met in 
our whole lives. Surely he is some exceptional person, for just look at his magnetic 
personality and divine aura the like of which we have never ever encountered in our 
lives. He is surely someone who not deserve the rough treatment we are about to hand 
out to him. We have developed a tender feeling for him.] (2) 


We have seen, we have vanquished and we have killed countless creatures till now, 
such as the Naags (serpents who rule the subterranean world), the Asurs (demons who 
dared to oppose us), the Surs (the gods), the Nars (human beings), and Munis (sages 
and hermits), --- (3) 


---But oh brothers, listen. We must admit that we have never ever seen such grandness 
of majesty and such astounding beauty throughout our lives; never indeed since our 
births have we ever seen such a magnificent sight as we behold now! (4) 


We are of the view that though it is true that he (Lord Ram) has deformed our sister 
(Supernakha) but he is surely not worthy of dying as he is indeed peerless. 

[To wit, we are not able to suppress the tender feeling that has aroused in our 
hearts for this prince and become so heartless as to kill him cruelly. Though it is true 
that we are demons yet we too have at least some rudimentary form of sentimental 
feeling of tenderness present in our hearts. We feel hesitant to be rough and cruel 
towards this prince. One thing more—now we see why our sister fell for this prince! 
When he has charmed us so much then it is but natural that he must have enthralled 
our sister and captivated her imagination manifold times more as she is a woman after 
all. After all, it was our sister who had approached this prince and tried to impose her 
will on him, which may have annoyed him so much that he was provoked to deform 
her as punishment. We know that our sister has an immoral and promiscuous nature, 
and so the blame for this sorry affair also has to be shared by her. We are of the view 
that this prince could be excused if he agrees to pay some form of compensation to us 
for disfiguring our sister. So let us see what happens before deciding further what has 
to be done.] (5) 
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So therefore, if he gives us his woman (i.e. Sita, Lord Ram’s wife), whom he has 
hidden from us somewhere, then we shall let the two brothers go back alive to their 
place (from where they came to this forest). 

[To wit, if this prince, i.e. Lord Ram, is ready to pay the penalty for 
disfiguring our sister then we can let the two brothers off without any harm. And this 
penalty is this: they have to surrender the lady who accompanies them, and whom 
they have hidden somewhere from us because they feared that we would immediately 
grab her even before they could try to protect her. This shows that they are sore 
affright of our might, for as soon as they harmed our sister they realized their mistake 
and guessed rightly that she would go back and call for revenge, in which case her 
companions are sure to attack with full force those who had harmed her. So the elder 
prince, i.e. Lord Ram, was clever enough to decide to send the main culprit, his 
younger brother Laxman who had actually cut-off our sister’s nose and ears, and the 
lady, i.e. Sita, into hiding so as to get them out of harm’s way and protect them from 
immediate retribution should we arrive to seek revenge. Well, well; it is now clear 
that they are on the defensive and on the back-foot, for otherwise they wouldn't have 
hidden their woman, and neither would have the main culprit who had deformed our 
sister, i.e. the younger prince (Laxman) gone into hiding. Hence, if the two brothers 
agree to our condition then we shall not harm them and let them go back to their 
homes. And what is deal: They must give us the lady who accompanies them to settle 
this matter amicably.] (6) 


[Khar and Dushan instructed their ministers as follows—] So therefore, go to him 
(Lord Ram) and convey our message. Then listen to what he has to say, and come 
back to us quickly. (7)’ 
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dutanha kaha rama sana ja'l. sunata rama bole musuka’. 8. 

hama chatri mrgaya bana karahim. tumha se khala mrga khojata phirahim. 9. 
ripu balavanta dekhi nahim darahim. eka bara kalahu sana larahim. 10. 
jadyapi manuja danuja kula ghalaka. muni palaka khala salaka balaka. 11. 


The messengers immediately went to Lord Ram and conveyed the message of the 
demons to him. When the Lord heard it he smiled’, and replied, --- (8) 

['Why did the Lord ‘smile’? Lord Ram ‘smiled’ because the demons’ proposal 
was so absurd that no man of self-respect would ever agree to it. Besides that, the 
Lord ‘smiled’ that he would soon fulfill the wish of the demons, which was that they 
wanted to have Sita, because in a little while Ravana would come to abduct Sita and 
take her away to Lanka, and the Lord would allow him to do so; for the Lord fulfills 
the wishes of all, even his enemies! Further, there is one more reason for the Lord 
‘smiling’: he was amused that these demons have themselves shown him the way by 
which the Lord could easily eliminate them and fulfill the promise he had made 
earlier to the Gods and Mother Earth. And this *way' was to use Sita as a medium by 
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which the Lord’s mission could be successfully accomplished. Perhaps this is why 
after this incident the Lord thought over the matter and decided to let Sita go with 
Ravana voluntarily—so that he could go to the citadel of the demons at Lanka and 
finish them off there itself before they find time and are able to gather their wits to 
spread all over the earth and escape him. ] 


--- ‘We are Kshatriyas (warriors) who roam in the forest to hunt wicked and cruel 
animals (or creatures) like you (the demons). (9) 


We are not afraid at all that the enemy is mighty strong and powerful. In fact if Kaal 
(death itself personified) itself comes to us to challenge us we would gladly accept it 
and boldly face it in a battle. (10) 


Though we are humans but you must note it that we are reputed to be destroyers of 
cruel and wicked creatures represented by the demon race; we are also protectors of 
hermits, sages and seers, and we find pleasure in tormenting and teasing wicked 
fellows like those children who would playfully puncture and cut small insects and 
worms to derive enjoyment from such acts. 

[To wit, though we are young and tender to look at, but we are made of a 
sterner stuff than what you think of. We are not going to be so easily brow-beaten by 
you and your boastful bluster that you will kill us by the mere force of your numbers. 
Come, we accept your challenge for a duel.] (11) 
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Look; if you do not have the courage (to fight with me) then go back home. I do not 
attack anyone who turns around and shows his back in the battle-field. 

[To wit, I don't harm a coward. So if your lords, Khar and Dushan, are trying 
to make peace with me because they are afraid of dying in a battle with me, and to 
hide their fear they are pretending to be reasonable and avoid a confrontation by 
offering to strike a ridiculous bargain, that we give away our lady to our enemies if 
we wish to go back alive, then listen—I don't harm cowards. If you can't face me 
then go back peacefully and without fear, for I am not going to shoot you in your 
back.] (12) 


After launching an open war and challenging one's opponent for a duel, then trying 
wicked means to avoid confrontation and playing smart by pretending to be merciful 
on one's enemy or opponent, is nothing but high degree of cowardice and fearfulness. 

[To wit, once your lords Khar and Dushan, who are known demons who lack 
any mercy and compassion in their hearts, launched an attack on us, why are they now 
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worried about our going back home alive? Why can’t they kill us if they can and then 
take our lady as a trophy of battle if they have the guts to do so instead of offering to 
make a deal with us that we voluntarily submit our lady to them for the fear of our 
own lives? Say, which warrior worth his salt and name would agree to such a funny 
and outright ridiculous proposal? So go to your lords and tell them to go back instead 
of their telling us to go back!] (13)’ 


The messengers went back immediately and conveyed Lord Ram’s message to the 
demons Khar and Dushan. The Lord’s answer burnt their heart and set it afire. 

[To wit, there was nothing more humiliating for the demons than the Lord’s 
answer that implied that they were cowards and afraid to fight with him. This rebuke 
infuriated them no end, and it was like pouring oil in the fire of hate that was already 
smouldering in their hearts.] (14) 
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chanda. 


ura dahe'u kahe'u ki dharahu dha'e bikata bhata rajanicara. 1. 

sara capa tomara sakti sula krpana parigha parasu dhara. 2. 

prabhu kinhi dhanusa takora prathama kathora ghora bhayavaha. 3. 
bha'e badhira byakula jatudhana na gyana tehi avasara raha. 4. 


[When the emissaries came back and conveyed to the demons Khar and Dushan the 
stern reply that Lord Ram had given to their message, they were extremely infuriated 
as never in their lives had they ever been subjected to such a scalding rebuke.] 


Their (Khar-and-Dushan's) hearts burnt in the fire of revenge, and they ordered their 
demon soldiers ‘go and catch him forthwith’. At this order, fierce demon warriors 
lunged forward at the Lord (Sri Ram) [1]; they were armed to the teeth with 
formidable weapons such as arrows, bows, iron clubs, lancets, spears, scimitars and 
double-edged swords, maces and heavy battle-axes [2]. (Chanda line nos. 1-2) 


The Lord (Sr Ram) wished to first issue a warning signal to these mad demons 
(before actually launching his counter-attack)', and so he twanged his stringed bow 
loudly, with a reverberating sound that was terrifying and deafening. (Chanda line no. 
3) 


This twang of the bow sent shivers through the spine of the attacking demon warriors 
who became deaf by its shrill sound that stunned them out of their wits and made 
them so sore agitated with fright that they virtually lost consciousness of themselves, 
and so dazed that they lost bearing of their surroundings". (Chanda line no. 4) 


[Note—'Lord Ram wished to warn his attackers first of the fate that stares them on 
their face should they continue with their misadventure under the influence of death 
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so that later on no one would raise a finger at the Lord that he should have given his 
enemy a chance to escape death. 


?The twang of the Lord's bow was so loud and shrill that for some time the demons 
became stupefied and deaf in their ears; and this terrified them a lot as never in their 
lives had they ever had the chance to face an enemy who would fearlessly stand his 
ground against their onslaught. These demons were accustomed to seeing their 
enemies fleeing from them in terror as soon as they heard of their arrival, and not 
even the mighty gods had the guts to face them. So they did not expect such a 
welcome at the hands of a human being, Lord Ram, as they had faced now. This 
situation in itself was sufficient to cause enough consternation and heart-burn for the 
demons, and when the Lord pulled the strings of his bow to release it with a mighty 
twang, the shock waves struck the demons like a sledge-hammer. They were taken 
aback, and swooned and stumbled in their path. ] 


Slo. Grae es ae wiht wae safe | 
UT OT THOU. 3pPE WW aE MTU $$ (HI 
fre & amer fact wa enit HTS TEST i 
rfr mes stat eifir oF wre frs divi 9 (|) UI 
dóhà. 


savadhana ho'i dha'e jani sabala arati. 

lage barasana rama para astra sastra bahu bhamtti. 19 (a). 
tinha ke ayudha tila sama kari kate raghubira. 

tani sardsana Sravana lagi puni chamré nija tira. 19 (b). 


The attacking demons realized that their opponent was not an easy target who could 
be rushed over and crushed so effortlessly, and that the enemy was strong, formidable 
and powerful. So these demons gathered their wits together and became alert while 
resuming their attack with renewed vigour. 

They began showering countless types of missiles and weapons of all sorts 
upon Lord Ram with a vengeance. (Doha no. 19-a) 


The brave Lord of the Raghus (“raghubira”; Lord Ram) neutralized and destroyed all 
the weapons and missiles of the demons by cutting them into small splinters as small 
as sesame seeds. [To wit, Lord Ram rapidly shot arrows so powerful and effective that 
almost immediately fragmented the missiles etc. shot by the demons at the Lord.] 

After having effectively neutralized the arms of the demon forces, the Lord 
went into an offensive mode, pulling the string of his bow back to his ears (to make it 
as taut as possible) and then shooting his own volley of arrows at the virtually 
disarmed (and demoralised) demon army. (Doha no. 19-b) 
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chanda. 


taba cale bana karala. phunkarata janu bahu. 1. 

kope'u samara $rirama. cale bisikha nisita nikama. 2. 

avaloki kharatara tira. muri cale nisicara bira. 3. 

bha'e krud'dha tini'u bha'i. jo bhagi rana te ja'i. 4. 

tehi badhaba hama nija pani. phire marana mana mahum thani. 5. 
ayudha anéka prakara. sanamukha te karahim prahara. 6. 


The terrible arrows shot by the Lord sped forth like so many hissing serpents flying 
through the air. (Chanda line no. 1) 


When Lord Ram became infuriated in battle, countless formidable arrows of 
immensely terrifying nature shot forth in rapid volleys. (Chanda line no. 2) 


Seeing the sharp arrows coming directly at them with terrifying speed, the horrified 
demon warriors turned their backs and ran for their lives, scattering like nine pins here 
and there. (Chanda line no. 3) 


The three demon brothers (Khar, Dushan and Trishira) became extremely exasperated 
and angry when they saw their army running away from the battle-field; they shouted 
at the retreating demon warriors, warning warned them of dire consequences if they 
ran away, saying ‘mind everyone of you; if anyone runs away from the battle-field, 
we will kill him ourselves’ . 

At this stern warning and realizing that their death was certain if they tried to 
escape from the battle, the retreating demons turned once again towards the battle- 
field (to launch a fresh attack on the Lord in a last-ditch attempt in a do-or-die 
situation)". (Chanda line nos. 4-5) 


They attacked the Lord from the front with renewed vigour, shooting many types of 
weapons and missiles at him. (Chanda line no. 6) 


[Note—'The three demon brothers had stationed themselves strategically on the three 
sides of the battle-field to monitor the developments on the ground. They had sent 
their advance troops for the first wave of attack, holding back reserves for the second 
assault should the first fail. When they saw that their warriors were turning on their 
heels to escape death, they were angry and dumb-founded as never before had they 
ever faced such a situation in the battle-field, especially more remarkable and 
astonishing because in this case their opponent was a single person and not an army. 
They must have rubbed their eyes to make sure that what they were wide awake and 
not seeing dream, but the stark reality of the battle-field! 


?The poor demon soldiers had no choice: death was certain for them, either as brave 
warriors who die fighting, or as cowards who would be put to death by their 
commanders Khar, Dushan and Trishira if they tried to flee. So they wisely chose to 
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die at the hands of Lord Ram, embracing death like true warriors. This decision had 
its own rewards—for when the Lord slayed them he also ensured the deliverance of 
their souls, a benefit these demon warriors would have been denied had they died at 
the hands of their vile and fallen masters Khar, Dushan and Trishira. This fact is 
expressly endorsed in Doha no. 20-a herein below. ] 


Ra ur Aa TT uy TT AT Sa t 9 t 

wig fage ma (ent Heat fane faerat ¢ N 
SAE UST HUST |e Te OTT Ae UAT S I 
Fat CIT SI | IC UT Hel GATT Il go I 

Ye Hed dd Ud GS 1 UT Sod Hit UTS N 29 I 
AY Sod ag Ut AS | faq fer aad SS VV 
GQ hah hich Get | Hechele Hist RIA Il 23 Il 


ripu parama kope jani. prabhu dhanusa sara sandhani. 7. 
chamré bipula naraca. lage katana bikata pisaca. 8. 

ura sisa bhuja kara carana. jaham tahan? lage mahi parana. 9. 
cikkarata lagata bana. dhara parata kudhara samana. 10. 
bhata katata tana sata khanda. puni uthata kari pasanda. 11. 
nabha urata bahu bhuja munda. binu mauli dhavata runda. 12. 
khaga kanka kaka srgala. katakatahim kathina karala. 13. 


Observing that the enemy has become excessively aggressive and furious, daring to 
die in a no-holds barred conflict, Lord Ram mounted his specially empowered arrows 
known as *Narach (naraca)' and shot multitudes of them at the infuriated enemy. The 
result was that the evil demons began to be cut into pieces. (Chanda line nos. 7-8) 


Torn and sliced pieces of their chests, heads, shoulders, arms and legs flew 
everywhere and landed on the ground (like so many meteors striking the earth). 
(Chanda line no. 9) 


The demon warriors yelled horrifyingly when they were hit by the sharp arrows that 
pierced their bodies and cut-off their heads even as their dismembered torsos fell on 
the ground with a heavy resounding thud like so many mountains collapsing (into 
rubble, after an explosion). (Chanda line no. 10) 


The bodies of the demon warriors were chopped into hundreds of pieces, but still they 
got up again to fight by the power of deception (pasanda) that they possessed. 
(Chanda line no. 11) 


Many arms and heads were flying through the sky (like so many meteors and 
unknown flying objects); and countless headless trunks were running helter-skelter on 
the ground in the battle-field (like so many phantoms). (Chanda line no. 12) 
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Flesh eating birds such as vultures, kites and crows, as well as animals such as jackals 
and hyenas wrangled for their share of flesh in a blood-curdling and cruel manner. 
(Chanda line no. 13) 


[Note—The spine-chilling and gut-churning scene of death, destruction and horror 
that is usually observed in any battle-field has been brought alive here. Later on when 
we read the war at Lanka such horrifying scenes would once again be described with 
exceptional clarity. 

More of it follows in the verses herein below. 


This Chanda is called a ‘Tomar Chanda’. It is unique form of poetic composition that 
suits narration of battle scenes as ‘Tomar’ is also the name of a weapon. It is an iron 
club that is employed to bludgeon the enemy to death; it is also the name of the battle- 
ram used to break through the gate and walls of enemy forts. A ‘Tomar Chanda’ has 
four lines in each stanza, and each line has 12 Matras or syllables of the Hindi 
language. However, the last stanza is odd. In our present Chanda it will be noted that 
the last stanza consists of only one line, i.e. Chanda line no. 13. 
When this Chanda is recited it resembles the fast paced, staccato rhythm like 

that of the beating of war drums. ] 
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We dé Ute sie mè sm ere ae oats suem RT Yl 


chanda. 


katakatahim jambuka bhüta preta pisaca kharpara sancahim. 1. 

betala bira kapala tala baja'i jogini naricahim. 2. 

raghubira bana pracanda khandahim bhatanha ke ura bhuja sira. 3. 
jaham taham parahirh uthi larahim dhara dharu dharu karahir bhayakara 
gira. 4. 


Jackals and hyenas howled and wrangled with each other!; ghosts, devils and other 
forms of spirits and fiends (bhüta préta pisaca) collected blood and flesh in 
hollowed-out skulls of fallen warriors. 

['Refer: Chanda line no. 13 of the previous group of Chandas herein above.] 
(Chanda line no. 1) 


Phantoms’ (bétala) picked up skulls of dead warriors in their hands and struck them 
like one strikes cymbals; and female phantoms called Yoginis? (jogini) danced 
merrily around. 

According to the Purans, the ‘Vetals’, or phantoms, are a sort of ghosts who 
are believed to be superior to ordinary ghosts. They usually live in the cremation 
grounds. They are also said to be attendants of Lord Shiva, the third God of the 
Trinity who is responsible for the conclusion of creation, and therefore, symbolically 
of death. 
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*Yoginis are a sort of female phantoms who reside in cremation grounds and 
rush to battle-fields where they dance merrily at the spectacle of death and 
destruction; according to legend they are a form of goddess Kali, the goddess of 
death, as well as of Durga, the goddess of war.] (Chanda line no. 2) 


Lord Raghubir’s (i.e. Lord Ram’s) fierce and potent arrows are striking hard at their 
targets, cutting into pieces the chests, shoulders and heads of the demon warriors’. 

[(*Refer: Chanda line no. 8 of the previous group of Chandas herein above.] 
(Chanda line no. 3) 


These dismembered parts of the warriors fall here and there on the ground in the 
battle-field; then they rise once again, stumbling and tottering, to fight; shouting and 
yelling terribly: ‘catch them; grab them”. 

['Refer: Chanda line nos. 9-11 of the previous group of Chandas herein 
above.] (Chanda line no. 4) 


siaii Whe sga riter tara At "fe emet 1 & i 

Ur ur smt HAS TY sme St sse su 

"Y wen Bt fem Faget sme HETT GTI 9 | 

aaf Frat aet facet we faterafe wax qur fint t 2 t 


antavarim gahi urata gidha pisaca kara gahi dhavahim. 5. 
sangrama pura basi manahum bahu bala guri uravahirm. 6. 
mare pachare ura bidaré bipula bhata kahamrata pare. 7. 
avaloki nija dala bikala bhata tisiradi khara dusana phire. 8. 


Vultures catch hold of one end of the dead warriors’ intestines and fly away with it, 
while devilish spirits and fiends hold the other end of the intestines and try to drag 
them away. (Chanda line no. 5) 


This sight gives the impression that so many children of a town symbolized by the 
battle-field are flying kites and vying with each other to gain an upper hand in their 
competitive bid. 

['In this imagery, the vultures are the ‘kites’ because they are air-borne, the 
phantoms are the ‘children’ who are running on the ground trying to fly their kites, 
and the intestines are the ‘strings’ of these kites, one end of which is attached to the 
kite symbolized the vultures and the other end is in the hand of the phantoms who 
symbolize children.] (Chanda line no. 6) 


Countless demon warriors were killed, had their hearts torn out and chests sheared, 
and were bludgeoned to the ground; so many of them are yet not dead, for they lie in 
the battle-field wailing, groaning and moaning half-alive. (Chanda line no. 7) 


Observing the distressful condition of their forces, the three demon commanders 
Khar, Dushan and Trishira turned their attention to Lord Ram. (Chanda line no. 8) 
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OR Ofte dun ung uer HUM usé smt 19 i 

aR cnra. sigi ur anfa frere Steet i 9o i 

ws] ffir ae frg ae Pranft weft Ste urgent g | 

aa qu faa St Ast At Genet PTS ATT Hl RR I 


sara sakti tomara parasu sula krpana ekahi barahim. 9. 

kari kopa Sriraghubira para aganita nisacara darahim. 10. 
prabhu nimisa mahuni ripu sara nivari pacari dare sayaka. 11. 
dasa dasa bisikha ura majha mare sakala nisicara nayaka. 12. 


Countless demons started raining various types of fierce weapons, such as powerful 
arrows, clubs, spears, spikes, battle-axes, tridents and swards (sara sakti tomara 
parasu süla krpana) angrily on Lord Ram all at once (€kahi barahim)’. 

['Refer: Doha no. 19, along with Chanda line no. 2 that precede it, and Chanda 
line no. 6 that follow it.] (Chanda line nos. 9-10) 


The Lord (Sri Ram) neutralized all the missiles (Sara nivari) of the enemy very 
swiftly in a few moments (or seconds; “nimisa mahum”); and then he retaliated with 
his own volley of powerfully potent arrows (pacari dare sayaka)’. 

[ Refer: Doha no. 19 herein above.] (Chanda line no. 11) 


He (Lord Ram) shot ten arrows at the heart of each of the demon commanders, and all 
these arrows slammed home with precision. (Chanda line no. 12) 


"fg Utd Bio «re Pa ma A Hed AAT arfe srt i93 1 
RQ Std ales Weu Wa facies wen staat ert es i 
Gta aya wy ef arama sift eniqen HET! 98 i 
Sale WUT A8 enf dium figaer AR weit ti $8 1 


mahi parata uthi bhata bhirata marata na karata maya ati ghani. 13. 
sura darata caudaha sahasa preta biloki eka avadha dhani. 14. 

sura muni sabhaya prabhu dekhi mayanatha ati kautuka karyo. 15. 
dekhahim parasapara rama kari sangrama ripudala lari maryo. 16. 


The demon warriors fall to the ground, but get up mysteriously to fight once again. 
They were employing deceptive techniques of which they were masters . 

['Refer: Chanda line nos. 10-11 that precede this present group of Chandas, 
and follow Doha no. 19 herein above.] (Chanda line no. 13) 


The gods (who were watching the proceedings from the heaven) became worried and 
sore affright as they saw that these wicked spirits (preta"; the fiendish spirits of dead 
demons) who knew countless tricks were fourteen thousand in number, while the 
Lord of Ayodhya (“avadha dhan”; Lord Ram) was alone and fighting these 
multitudes single-handedly. (Chanda line no. 14) 
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When the Lord (Sri Ram) realized that the gods and sages had got terrified, he 
revealed his own masterly skill at creating deceptions [15] by which all the demons 
were misled to think that their companions were Lord Ram, and therefore they fought 
with each other and killed one another without the Lord’s slightest intervention [16]! 

[To wit, the demon warriors saw Lord Ram everywhere around them. So they 
killed their own friends and other demon warriors in the belief that they were killing 
their enemy Lord Ram. By employing this maverick trick the Lord was able to get rid 
of the demon army quickly without any further effort.] (Chanda line nos. 15-16) 


[Note—This Chanda is called a ‘Geetika Chanda’. It is so called as it can be sung 
melodiously with a sonorous voice, like a ‘song’, a ‘Geet’. This sort of composition is 
soothing for the nerves as compared to the previous style called Tomar Chanda which 
is a war song that excites and arouses the nerves. ] 


ao. Wawa ale vq aai urefé ua Par 

waft sora frg Wm wT AE HAAN Ro (9 ) I 

wife seats GAA Et arate wT PITT I 

sted GR HR aa aet Tifa faferer ferra tt 3o (38) i 
doha. 


rama rama kahi tanu tajahim pavahim pada nirbana. 

kari upaya ripu mare chana mahum krpanidhana. 20 (a). 
harasita barasahim sumana sura bajahim gagana nisana. 
astuti kari kari saba cale sobhita bibidha bimana. 20 (b). 


All the demons died while pronouncing the (holy) name of Lord Ram repeatedly 
(rama rama kahi tanu tajahim), which granted their souls instant liberation and 
deliverance (pavahim pada nirbana)’. 

By this means the Lord who is a treasury of mercy and compassion 
(krpanidhana) was quickly able to slay all the enemies. (Doha no. 20-a) 


When the demons were eliminated, the gods showered flowers over the victorious 
Lord from the sky (heaven), and played their trumpets to celebrate the happy 
occasion. 

All the gods offered their prayers and sung eulogies lauding the glories of the 
Lord; then they went back to their respective abodes aboard different types of 
wonderful air-planes. (Doha no. 20-b) 


[Note—'When the demons began to hallucinate and each one of them saw that he was 
surrounded by multiple forms of Lord Ram, their enemy, all of them were astonished 
and terrorized beyond measure. Out of fear and astonishment they began to shout 
‘Ram, Ram’. But this proved a boon for them and their souls, as this word ‘Ram’ is 
not merely an ordinary name but a divine Mantra, which is a mystical formula used 
during spiritual practices to attain emancipation and salvation of the soul. Thus, even 
unwittingly, the soul of these demons got liberation from their evil bodies, and they 
found deliverance from the cycle of birth and death in this gross world of 
transmigration. 
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This is why Lord Ram is called ‘krpanidhana’; the Lord ensured that even his 
enemies, though they were evil and sinful, should get the reward of coming close to 
him and saying his holy name ‘Ram’. And the best blessing that a creature can be 
granted is liberation from the horrors of life with its endless miseries and pains in this 
world of transmigration. Deliverance of the creature's soul is the best spiritual reward 
that one can ever have, and the merciful Lord Ram granted this rare privilege to these 
demons. 

The gracious Lord had no personal enmity with any one of these demons for 
he knew that their souls were inherently pure, and it was their bodies that were sinful. 
And when the body was slain and the soul liberated from its captivity, it regained its 
holiness and purity once again by uttering the holy Mantra *Ram, Ram' which is all- 
purifying and the most holy of all the holy Mantras. Incidentally, it ought to be noted 
that according to the Upanishads, especially the *Ram Tapini Upanishad' and the 
‘Ram Rahasya Upanishad’ of the Atharva Veda tradition, this word ‘Ram’ is also 
called a ‘Tarak Mantra’, i.e. a spiritual formula that grants liberation, deliverance, 
salvation and emancipation to the creature. So when the demons uttered *Ram" while 
dying, they got a reward that is inherent in and integral to this holy Mantra—and it 
was deliverance of their soul.] 


do. Wa YES wat Ry wid Du AT A Get oh STE A N 9 UI 
qa ern Hale A SMT 1 WY Ue usd SAT BT emu i R M 
Pte aaa SATA We AAT OT WT AT A ATAT d 3 N 


Weser eu sitar bend ata Gt AM YATAR t v N 


caupat. 


jaba raghunatha samara ripu jite. sura nara muni saba ke bhaya bite. 1. 
taba lachimana sitahi lai a'e. prabhu pada parata harasi ura la'e. 2. 

sita citava syama mrdu gata. parama prema locana na aghata. 3. 
pancabatim basi $riraghunayaka. karata carita sura muni sukhadayaka. 4. 


When Lord Ram, the Lord of the line of kings descending from the ancient king 
Raghu of Ayodhya (raghunatha), vanquished the enemy (i.e. the demons) in the 
battle, all the gods, the humans and the sages (who lived in terror of these demons) 
became fearless’. (1) 


When the battle was over, Laxman brought Sita to where the Lord was. He fell at the 
feet of the Lord who cheerfully raised him and embraced him’. (2) 


Sita affectionately looked at the dark-complexioned and delicate form (Syama mrdu 
gata) of Lord Ram, feeling exhilarated and full of joy so much that tears of affection 
welled up in her eyes that were unable to satisfy her as she gazed at her beloved Lord 
intently (nor were they able to restrain these tears from coming out and sliding down 
her cheeks)". (3) 


In this way, Lord Raghunayak (Lord Ram) lived in Panchavati and did many deeds 
that gave a lot of joy and happiness to the gods and the sages. (4) 
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{Thus ends the episode that describes the slaying of the demons Khar, Dushan etc. as 
well as the deformation of Supernakha that sowed the seed and prepared the ground 
for the ultimate elimination of Ravana and the rest of the evil, sinful and cruel 
demons.} 


[Note—'The word for Lord Ram used here is “raghunatha”, i.e. the ‘Lord of the 
Raghu line of kings’. This word signifies the importance of Lord Ram slaying the 
cruel demons who had been endlessly tormenting humble creatures, because it 
indicates that though there had been otherwise great and excellent kings in this 
dynasty but no one had been able to free their subjects from the horror of the demons 
till now; it was Lord Ram who was the first to do so. 

Another important point to note is that this incident took place deep inside a 
dense and uninhabited forest called Dandakaranya; only sages, hermits and ascetics 
lived in such secluded places in order to pursue their religious objectives without 
disturbance from the hustle and bustle of life in this world. The news of the arrival of 
Lord Ram had already spread like wildfire in the forest, and all the hermitages around 
the place had become aware of the Lord’s presence. Prior to coming to the Panchavati 
area where this battle with the demon army took place, the Lord had visited the 
hermitage of sage Agastya, and it was the sage who had himself advised the Lord to 
spend time here. {Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 15-18 
that precede Doha no. 13.} 

So therefore everyone was alert; all important developments related to the 
Lord was eagerly heard and shared; and all the news spread quickly through the 
different hermitages by the word-of-mouth means. Hence, Supernakha’s deformation 
and the subsequent elimination of a major part of the demon forces led by well-known 
commanders Khar, Dushan and Trishira who were deputed by the king of the demon 
race, 1.e. Ravana, to guard the outer fringes of the demons’ extended kingdom, was 
something so significant and epochal that it could not be kept secret for long. 
Whenever a fierce battle is fought, there is so much noise and clamour caused by the 
clash of energetic enemies as well as arms and armaments of all sorts and varieties, 
and so huge an amount of dust is raised up into the sky, that those living miles away 
become aware of this calamitous event, and it cannot pass unnoticed. 

So, the news of this first-of-its kind and rarest-of-rare development when a 
single prince would eliminate an entire army consisting of blood-thirsty, ferocious and 
vicious demons of countless numbers who were armed to the teeth, and who yelled at 
the top of their lung-power and raised hell by their spine-chilling war-cries, could not 
have remained unknown amongst the sages, seers, hermits and ascetics, and their 
disciples, who lived in hermitages far and near. As for the gods, they had personally 
witnessed the battle from the sky. {Refer: Doha no. 20-b herein above. } 


*Laxman had been instructed by Lord Ram to take Sita and hide inside a cave for the 
purpose of their safety. {Refer: Chaupai line nos. 10-13 that precede Doha no. 18 
herein above.) 

Once the battle ended and the din-and-dust subsided, Laxman came out of the 
cave with Sita, and returned happily to Lord Ram. He fell at the Lord’s feet in joy 
even as the Lord picked him up and embraced him affectionately. 


?To wit, Sita felt so extremely fortunate and happy that Lord Ram was not harmed by 
the onslaught of the fierce demons who had attacked him from all the sides. While 
inside the cave she must have heard the deafening clatter of the battle-field, and 
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would have peeped out a little to actually see and imagined much more of what may 
have been actually happening on the ground. She was extremely nervous and sore 
affright, fearing of the worst. So it is natural that when she saw her beloved Lord Ram 
virtually unscathed she felt very fortunate and filled with joy. 

She closely observed the body of Lord Ram to see if there were any wounds. It 
is such a remarkable thing and a miraculous one at that, that though a torrent of sharp 
weapons had been raining on the Lord mercilessly, no serious sign of a wound was to 
be observed. Sita was overwhelmed with emotions; she could not stop gazing at the 
Lord both in love as well as in admiration. Tears moistened her eyes, and no matter 
how hard she would try to restrain them some drops must have involuntarily slid 
down her cheeks. 

The fact that Lord Ram’s delicate body was not wounded in the fierce attack 
of the demons itself proved that the Lord was no ordinary human being, but that he 
was a Divine Being, the Supreme Lord of the world himself in a human form. 

The Lord pulled off this miracle without anyone being suspicious of his true 
form because there was no one present to observe the battle that took place in the deep 
forest; the demons who were witnesses had all died, and the gods of course knew who 
the Lord actually was, so there was no chance of this secret leaking to alert the demon 
king Ravana that the prince whom he will face in the future and who will eventually 
kill him is not a human being but the Supreme Being himself. 

We will read soon, however, that Ravana did become suspicious of the Lord’s 
true identity for he knew that it is impossible for anyone to kill Khar, Dushan and 
Trishira along with their huge army, but he was still in doubt. Had he known that Lord 
Ram’s body did not suffer any wounds, he would have been certain of the Lord’s 
Divinity and in all probability he would either had run away to hide somewhere or 
surrendered without resistance. In both the cases, the main objective of the Lord for 
which he had come down to earth from heaven, which was to eliminate the demons 
and save the earth and its creatures from their horrors and torments would not have 
been fulfilled, for the merciful Lord would not kill anyone who has either surrendered 
or has cowardly run away from the battle-field. In this eventuality, the mission would 
have remained unaccomplished. | 


spat Cha GU GA CRT I g OAT TT AT UG I 
Aei srerT satel enfY aN Vee Ara 9b atta Frag it & ui 
atta ura arate fey ue afer ate aa Fae ax ama u 9 u 


dhu'am’ dékhi khara düsana kéra. ja'i supanakham ravana prera. 5. 
boli bacana krodha kari bhari. desa kosa kai surati bisari. 6. 
karasi pana sovasi dinu rati. sudhi nahirn tava sira para arati. 7. 


{Now starts the second phase of the story—when Supernakha went to instigate 
Ravana against Lord Ram, pleading with him to take revenge for her deformation and 
the killing of her cousin brothers Khar and Dushan along with their army.j 


When Supernakha observed the dust that was raised when Khar and Dushan fell dead 
on the ground, she slithered away from there surreptitiously, and went straight to 
Ravana to incite him’. (5) 
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Once there, she spoke to him angrily with a shrill voice and a provocative tone, 
admonishing him sternly: ‘Woe to you as you have forgotten about and have 
neglected the condition of your realm and wealth. (6) 


You drink and get intoxicated enough to sleep day and night; for you are unaware that 
a formidable enemy is right up at your head (“tava sira para”; knocking at your 
doorstep)”. (7) 


[Note—'Where did Supernakha meet Ravana? Well, it was in his court, in full view 
of the demon courtiers who were in attendance, and not privately inside his palace. 
This will be clear shortly below in Doha no. 21-b. 


°To wit, you are so stupid that you think that you have no enemy as you have 
conquered the gods and their king Indra. In your over-confidence of invincibility and 
deluded to think that there is no one powerful enough to challenge your might, you 
drink and sleep all day and night so much so that you have neglected the demon 
kingdom and do not take regular report of what is happening in your realm. Look—a 
formidable enemy is right up knocking at your very gate, ready to usurp your 
kingdom and push you out into oblivion, and yet you sleep soundly as if everything 
was fine. Aren’t for example you aware that the mighty Khar and Dushan are dead in 
battle, and their entire army is finished? How stupid you are! | 


tat Ae fay es fay erat i eke aad ferq wenn t 2 n 
ferar faq faces sos | 9TH wet ug fee ate WI I 9 UI 
VET dt Het HAs d UST DHT UTR UD d ems i 20 Il 

vitfer wre faq wea dpt arate aft Ata sre writ t 9 9 u 


raja niti binu dhana binu dharma. harihi samarpe binu satakarma. 8. 
bidya binu bibéka upaja'em. Srama phala parhérh ki'em aru pa'em. 9. 
sanga tem jati kumantra te raja. mana te gyana pana tern laja. 10. 
priti pranaya binu mada te guni. nasahirn begi niti asa suni. 11. 


[Supernakha gave some instances of well known and time-tested maxims to impress 
upon Ravana that importance and urgency of being vigilant.] 


Kinghood without knowledge of politics, accumulation of wealth without virtues, 
doing good deeds without offering them to Lord Hari (the Lord God) [8], acquiring 
knowledge without having the wisdom and the ability to judiciously employ this 
knowledge—are all in vain. To wit, all these activities fail to produce the desired 
result if not done properly and in accordance to these axioms. [9] (8-9) 


Further, it is also heard (i.e. it is a well-known proverb) that all the following persons 
come to ruin: viz. (a) a person who has renounced the world but keeps company of 
some sort, (b) a king who is given bad advice, (c) a person who has knowledge and 
enlightenment but also has pride, ego and haughtiness (as these negative traits dilute 
and corrupt as well as neutralize the gain obtained by the former), (d) a person who 
drinks wine and hopes to maintain dignity, decorum and self-respect [10], (e) a person 
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who claims to be friendly but lacks sincerity and affection for his companion, and (f) 
a person who has expertise or skill but at the same time is haughty and arrogant—all 
such persons unwittingly negate whatever positive value that might be attached to 
their good virtues [11]. (10-11) 


[Note—Supernakha was Ravana's sister, so she was within her rights to preach him 
on these principles, though this glorious lecture was more to instigate him and 
provoke him to take revenge on Lord Ram than to actually wish for his good.] 


"Wo. Ry ea wae ura wy site "131 wre enft i 
ara cafe ferferer fere at emit rest envi 22 (5) 


soratha. 


ripu ruja pavaka papa prabhu ahi gani'a na chota kari. 
asa kahi bibidha bilapa kari lagi rodana karana. 21 (a). 


One must never underestimate the danger arising from an enemy, a disease, fire, sins, 
an able lord or master, and serpent in the erroneous belief that they are small and 
trifling (and can be easily handled). [For no one can know or predict what great 
danger and inconvenience any of these aforesaid entities can cause to a person who is 
not sufficiently alert about them.]’ 

Saying this, she (Supernakha) wailed, lamented and wept inconsolably in a 
variety of ways. (Sortha no. 21-a) 


G0. GUT WIE UR Apel sm WAN che Us | 
tite fsrera Tahar AR fen site ufa erg i 9 (339) I 
dóhà. 


sabha majha pari byakula bahu prakara kaha ro'i. 
tohi ji'ata dasakandhara mori ki asi gati ho'i. 21 (b). 


She fell on the ground in the middle of the court (of Ravana), extremely agitated and 
crying woefully. Lamenting and grieving, she asked Ravana scornfully, ‘Say, oh the 
ten-headed one (Ravana), should I be subjected to this pitiful and miserable condition 
while you are alive?! 

[ *To wit, aren't you ashamed of yourself, tell me, that your sister has been 
deformed and her ears and nose cut off by a stranger who has openly insulted you by 
humiliating your sister? Is he not challenging your majesty by killing your demon 
cousins Khar and Dushan, and annihilating their army single-handedly? And you 
drink and sleep as if nothing has happened. Wake up before it's too late."] (Doha no. 
21-b) 


"Ho. Gata aurea 35 smpem? pua ale ate sors 1 g M 
whe eiu ete Frat aa | hs deb ATT HA Pra N 2 UI 
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caupat. 


sunata sabhasada uthe akula't. samujha' gahi bamha utha". 1. 
kaha lankésa kahasi nija bata. ke'im tava nasa kana nipata. 2. 


When the courtiers of Ravana heard about the most unfortunate development that 
arising out of Supernakha's deformation and the subsequent decimation of the demon 
army led by Khar, Dushan and Trishira, an event that pointed to some grave danger of 
a calamitous nature that stared the demon race on its face, they were all dumbstruck 
and perplexed; they got up with a start, and were sore agitated (because they could not 
believe what they heard). 

Ravana, meanwhile, tried to politely reassure his sister, and lifted her from the 
ground by holding her arms. (1) 


The king of Lanka (*lankesa"; Ravana) asked her, ‘Tell me what actually happened; 
who has cut off your nose and ears?'! (2) 


[Note—'In the previous verses Supernakha has not told Ravana what had actually 
happened that led to her disfiguring and the subsequent death of the demon warriors 
led by Khar, Dushan and Trishira. She was so much agitated and extremely angry 
when she arrived in a great huff and burst into the court of Ravana breathlessly, 
panting and puffing and cursing and wailing in grief as if some great calamity has 
befallen the demons, and though she was its first victim yet she managed to survive 
the ordeal to come to report to Ravana even as other warrior demons who dared 
challenge the enemy had perished. This was meant to drive home the urgency of the 
situation and set alarm bells ringing. 

Ravana and his courtiers were so much taken aback at this sudden and 
unexpected turn of events that they were left speechless. It was beyond their remotest 
imagination that the ferocious sister of their powerful Lord Ravana, the invincible 
king of the demon race, and who herself was strong enough to fend for herself and 
destroy her tormentor, if there was any, who would be stupid enough to challenge her, 
would one day be reduced to such a pitiful and helpless condition that she would have 
her body disfigured by having her nose and ears chopped off, with deep wounds from 
which flowed thick hot blood that had yet not dried to form crusts. This singular 
unbelievable sight was enough to chill the atmosphere into a death-like graveyard, 
and paralyse every demon courtier present at the moment in the court of Ravana. 

No one dared to move; Ravana stepped forward from his throne and politely 
lifted up his sister from the ground where she lay prostrate writhing in agony and 
anger, showing empathy for her and soothing her nerves with kind words, hinting to 
her that he will surely take revenge on her behalf, but first she must tell him what had 
actually happened.] 


Tay Fold Taal SIT | Tee RT Sr GO ST I 3 II 
wafer att aie Se oe Het tea Para oes Srt x UI 
fore HT ASTI US TAA | ste STU ferent AP PTT IG I 
Cad Ah Het AAMT OT ett eat WA AAT UN G N 


aqa Tet WaT gl UTA | aot Tel Ta AT APM Aaa Ut 9 N 
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avadha nrpati dasaratha ke ja'e. purusa singha bana khelana a'e. 3. 
samujhi pari mohi unha kai karani. rahita nisacara karihahim dharani. 4. 
jinha kara bhujabala pa'i dasanana. abhaya bha'e bicarata muni kanana. 5. 
dekhata balaka kala samana. parama dhira dhanvi guna nana. 6. 

atulita bala pratapa dvau bhrata. khala badha rata sura muni sukhadata. 7. 


[Supernakha replied—] ‘They (i.e. those who have caused so much horror for me and 
killed my cousins and their army) are the sons of the king of Ayodhya!. They are like 
lions amongst the human beings, and it appears that they have come to the forest to 
hunt. (3) 


I have observed their attitude, and from their behaviour and actions I have a firm 
conviction that they are out to destroy the demon race and eliminate all of them from 
the surface of the earth’. (4) 


Oh the ten-headed One (i.e. Ravana). Sages, seers and hermits (who are so afraid of 
you that they remain away from view and live a subdued life of subjugation) have 
recently become fearless on account of their support and strength of arm’. (5) 


On the face of it they look like young adolescent boys, but this is a mirage as in 
reality they are extremely courageous and valiant, experts in archery as they are 
skilled in the use of the bow and arrow, and are endowed with countless other 
excellent qualities". (6) 


In all sooth and without gainsay, these two brothers indeed have no match for their 
strength, glory, gallantry and valour. It is certain that they are determinedly engaged 
in the slaying of the demons, and granting joy and happiness to the sages, seers and 
hermits (and I have no doubt about it)". (7) 


[Note— Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line no. 14 that precedes 
Doha no. 17 earlier in this narration. In this verse Laxman has told Supernakha who 
Lord Ram was—4.e. he was the prince of Ayodhya, and since he was the Lord's 
brother (Chaupai line no. 11), it also identified him as another prince of Ayodhya. 
?^?Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 9-11 that precede Doha 
no. 19. Here, Lord Ram has told the messenger of Khar and Dushan this thing—that 
they are born as Kshatriyas, the warrior race, and roam around in the forest looking 
for devils like these demons whom they are willing to engage and kill, like children 
who playfully kill insects by pricking them to death, in order to maintain peace and 
tranquility on earth as well as to give relief to holy men such as sages and hermits. 

Supernakha had been by the side of Khar and Dushan when they had attacked 
Lord Ram with the demon army. So when their messenger came back to report to 
them the answer given by Lord Ram, it is sure she had heard it. This is how she came 
to know about the determination of the two brothers. 


?To wit, Supernakha tried her best to provoke Ravana by throwing an open challenge 
to him when she said: “The sages, seers and hermits whom you had subjugated by the 
might of your arms have now lost all fear; they roam around boldly in the forest 
defying your authority, as if sneering at you and challenging you to come and try 
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harming them if you dare. Say, is this defiance acceptable to you? Your power 
structure and authority are crumbling, and if everyone starts losing fear of you like 
these sages are currently doing, then say what majesty will be left for you to boast of 
like the way you presently do so often?” 


“Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-5 that precede Doha no. 
19. Even the otherwise emotionless and cruel demons Khar and Dushan were struck 
by the ethereal charm of Lord Ram and Laxman; they had for a moment all but 
forgotten about the humiliation their sister Supernakha had undergone at the first 
divine sight of the two brothers.] 
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sobha dhama rama asa nama. tinha ke sanga nari ēka syama. 8. 

rüpa rasi bidhi nari samivari. rati sata koti tasu balihari. 9. 
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His name is ‘Ram’, and very handsome, being an epitome of beauty and charm'. With 
him is a lady with a dark-complexion (Sanga nari eka syama). (8) 


This particular lady is a virtual treasury of beauty and charm; indeed the Creator 
(‘Vidhi’) had painstakingly endowed her with these glorious and excellent physical 
qualities, for a hundred-thousand 'Ratis" appear to have been sacrificed in order to 
create her?. (9) 


His (1.e. Lord Ram's) younger brother (Laxman) has cut my nose and ears; when they 
heard that I am your sister they laughed at me (to tease me with excessive sarcasm in 
their voice and expression)’. (10) 


When I rushed to Khar and Dushan to call them to my rescue, and they immediately 
responded by scurrying to take revenge with the full might of their army, he (Lord 
Ram) had killed the entire demon force quickly in a few moments.’ (11) 


When the ten-headed Ravana heard that Khar-Dushan and Trishira had been killed, he 
was so extremely indignant, peeved and angry that his body literally burnt as if on 
fire. [To wit, this was a personal affront on his self-respect and dignity that was too 
much for him to cope with silently. He wringed his hands and cursed under his breath, 
resolving to seek retribution. | (12) 


[Note—'Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 3-4 that precede 
Doha no. 19 where we read Khar and Dushan too had made a similar observation. 
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^Rati' is the patron goddess of physical beauty and charm; she is the consort of 
Kaamdeo, the god of love and beauty. 


*Now we see that Supernakha has started telling lies. Lord Ram and Laxman had 
never laughed at her, irrespective of whose sister she was. She was hell-bent on 
instigating Ravana, and so would use all tricks she could think of to accomplish her 
objective. By telling Ravana that her tormentors had teased her more because she 
happened to be his sister she touched a raw nerve; it had now turned into a matter of 
ego, of self-respect and dignity of the king of the demons, when such an insinuation is 
made against him in full public court as was the case presently. 

Ravana had never in his imagination thought that one fine day he would be 
forced to hear such indignities being heaped on his name, with such bold impunity! 
So it is but natural that he was filled with an extreme feeling of indignation and hate.] 
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He (Ravana) comforted Supernakha in various ways, telling her about his strength and 
powers to reassure her that she would be fully revenged'. 

Then he went to his palace, lost in deep thought and pondering gravely on the 
implication of what he had heard. He was so overcome with worry that he could not 
sleep that night". (Doha no. 22) 


[Note—'Refer Doha no. 21-b herein above where Supernakha has asked Ravana if it 
was ever possible that she would suffer this kind of extreme misery while he was 
alive. So here Ravana answers that doubt of hers by telling her not to worry as he is 
strong and powerful enough to teach her tormentors a bitter lesson while avenging for 
the humiliation to which she has been subjected. 


*Ravana lay wide awake in the night, wondering if it is ever possible for a human 
being to kill such formidable demon warriors as Khar, Dushan and Trishira. He 
concluded that since this is not feasible under any circumstance, it is sure and certain 
that the Supreme Being has finally arrived to eliminate the demons and free the earth 
from their ruthless cruelty. 

This is narrated in Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-6 
that precede Doha no. 23. For details see Section 5.1.3 herein above in this Chapter 
no. 5.] 
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[After long contemplation and deep thought, Ravana decided to act proactively. He 
had no choice left: If he demurred and let this event go unchallenged, it would clearly 
mean submission and defeat even without a fight, which would make him a coward 
and show him in utterly poor light. For any brave warrior worth his name and salt, this 
eventuality is equivalent to death, if not worse. And on the other hand, if he went on 
the offensive there were two options that could happen—one was that he would die at 
the hands of the Supreme Being, for no one except the Supreme Lord could kill him, 
and so find emancipation and salvation for himself; and the other option was that he 
would conquer his opponent, the two human princes who have dared to challenge 
him, and restore the dignity and honour of his name and glory. So both ways he had 
nothing to lose, thought he wisely indeed. So therefore—] 


He (Ravana) boarded his air-plane all alone and went to the place near the shore of the 
ocean where Marich lived’. (7) 


Lord Shiva (who is the primary narrator of this wonderful story of Lord Ram) told his 
consort Uma (or Parvati), ‘Listen Uma. Now I shall tell you about the most interesting 
but mysterious device that Lord Ram devised (to carry forward his mission of 
eliminating the demons) back here in his hermitage (where Supernakha was deformed 
by Laxman and the demon army was killed by the Lord). (8) 


[Note—'Marich and other demons had come to defile the fire sacrifice of sage 
Vishwamitra. Lord Ram had killed all of them, but he had shot Marich with a 
headless arrow; so he escaped death but was flung afar to an island in the middle of 
the ocean where he lived in fear of the Lord. Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, 
Chaupai line nos. 1-6 that precede Doha no. 210. 

It was here that Ravana had gone to engage Marich to give shape to his plans 
to kidnap Sita. 

Why did Ravana, who was reputed to fear none, not even the powerful gods, 
choose to go alone? This is clear in the previous Chaupai line no. 1-3 where we read 
his extreme sense of bewilderment when he learnt that the mighty demons Khar and 
Dushan, who were comparable to him in gallantry, valour, strength and power, would 
be killed by a single human being; and so he deduced that their killer is not an 
ordinary human as he apparently appears to be, but the almighty Supreme Being who 
has finally come to remove the suffering of the earth caused by the demons by 
eliminating them. 

Since he was a king of the demon race he kept a close watch over all the 
developments on earth, to ensure that no one would dare to raise a challenge to him 
and his writ remained steady in all the corners of the earth. So his messengers must 
have surely briefed him about the slaying of Tadka, Subahu and other demons earlier, 
at the time Lord Ram had gone to protect the sacred fire sacrifice of sage 
Vishwamitra; but Ravana did not give their killing any great importance as he thought 
that the sage must have become exceedingly angry at them for defiling his fire 
sacrifice and may have taken the help of some warrior king to get rid of the offenders. 
Besides this, that area where Tadka etc. were killed was far away from Lanka and 
beyond the outer boundaries of the realm over which Ravana had the unquestioned 
sway of his authority. So he chose to look the other way. 
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But Khar, Dushan and Trishira were demons of a different mould, for they 
equaled Ravana in all respects of strength, power and abilities. More than that, the 
geographical area where they were killed was closer home, raising the dangerous 
spectre of an enemy in the back-yard who could attack any time. So when Ravana 
heard from Supernakha of their killing, along with their formidable army of able and 
most ferocious and vicious demon warriors, by a single person (Lord Ram), he was 
absolutely stunned and caught by a fierce grip of fear. 

To wit, he became exceedingly alarmed. He prudently thought that if he takes 
his huge army when he goes to retaliate it would not be a wise thing as this is sure to 
raise a mighty din because the demons won’t go quietly, they would yell and shriek 
even as they leave Lanka, which would let everyone in the city know where they are 
headed to, and in case they meet the same fate as the army of Khar and Dushan, what 
face would Ravana then have to show his citizens. Should this happen, it would be 
like being buried alive for him for he had never known defeat, and he had always 
returned from his campaigns a victor. 

This unseemly event would have left him defenseless and most highly 
embarrassed in front of his own subjects; he would become an object of ridicule and 
laugh, and aside of losing self-respect and dignity he will have to face prospect of 
losing confidence of his subjects. The demons obeyed Ravana more out of fear of 
punishment for disobedience than out of any sense of respect for him; so once they 
find that their king has become vulnerable there were chances of revolt or mutiny. 

Therefore he thought that it would be wise and prudent to avoid an immediate 
direct confrontation with Lord Ram in a remote area which is far away from his 
fortified fort at Lanka, and it would be wiser and militarily far-sighted to manipulate 
things to his advantage by compelling his enemy to come to his fort at Lanka, as then 
he would have all the strategic advantages of being on his own turf rather than far 
away in an alien land. 

There were other reasons also for Ravana choosing to go alone to kidnap Sita. 
He was aware that many in his own family as well as in the city of Lanka were 
antagonized against him and internally hoped for his doom. One was his own brother 
Vibhishan whose devotion for Lord Vishnu, whom Ravana treated as his arch enemy, 
was well known; and later on Vibhishan did join Lord Ram when he was publicly 
rebuked by Ravana. {Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, (i) Chaupai line no. 2 
that precedes Doha no. 6—to Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 8 where we 
read that it was Vibhishan who had disclosed to Hanuman the place where Sita was 
kept at Lanka; and (ii) Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 99—to Doha no. 41 
where Ravana insulted Vibhishan and the latter decided to join Lord Ram’s camp in 
disgust. } 

His other brother Kumbhakarna was also not one of his admirers, for during 
the battle when Ravana asked him to pick up arms and go fight Lord Ram, 
Kumbhakarna had strongly admonished Ravana for his evil intentions which are sure 
to bring destruction upon him. {Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line 
no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 62—to Doha no. 64 where Kumbhakarna has not only 
chided Ravana for his madness but has also praised Vibhishan for joining Lord Ram.} 

Amongst his citizens also there were many who did not like his unwarranted 
confrontation with Lord Ram for the sake of a woman. Once sterling example is that 
of the old demoness Trijata who had openly predicted Ravana’s death and victory for 
Lord Ram. {Refer: Ram Charit Manas, (i) Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that 
precedes Doha no. 11—to Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 12; and (ii) 
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Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 99—to Chaupai line no. 1 that 
precedes Doha no. 100.} 

Ravana was aware of this situation; so he feared that if it was disclosed that he 
is going on a mission to abduct Sita and fight her husband Lord Ram if he obstructs, 
then there were fair chances that one of his brothers would make a coup-d-etat and 
usurp his crown while he was away, and he would be joined by those demons who 
were quietly against his rule but kept quiet out of fear till the opportune time came. 
This would have been catastrophic for Ravana. So he decided to keep his plans 
strictly confidential. ] 
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When Laxman had gone to the forest to collect firewood and edible roots and fruits, 
Lord Ram, who is a treasury of mercy, grace and compassion, smilingly told Sita, the 
daughter of Janak, as follows --- (Doha no. 23) 


[Note—It is clear from this Doha that whatever Lord Ram confided with Sita was not 
known to Laxman. And what was this secret? It is narrated in the verses that follow 
herein below. 

Two things are to be noted here: viz. (1) Lord Ram kept his plan for the future 
secret from Laxman, as he spoke about it to Sita when Laxman had gone away to the 
forest to collect firewood and eatables, and (ii) the Lord smiled while speaking to Sita. 

The answer to the first question, *why did Lord Ram kept the plan secret from 
Laxman', is that the Lord wanted Laxman to behave in an absolutely normal way as if 
the developments that would soon take place were great misfortunes that have 
suddenly come to haunt the two brothers. This would serve two purposes: one, the 
demons won't get any hint that everything is stage-managed with the sole aim of 
eliminating them because Laxman's reactions and attitude would be genuinely like a 
person going through the throes of a horrifying experience while already enduring the 
painful destiny devised for him by the cruel Creator; and second, it would help 
Laxman's excellent character and wonderful virtues such as courage, resilience, 
loyalty, faith, devotion, gallantry, valour and glory to shine through. 

The second question is: *why did the Lord smile'? The Lord smiled because 
what was to follow was though very unusual and unconventional but willingly 
undertaken by the Lord in order to carry out his duty as the Supreme Lord of the 
world to eliminate the cruel demons so that the reign of terror they had spread all over 
could be ended, and the subjects of his kingdom could live in peace. Lord Ram smiled 
because he would now need Sita's active cooperation in the events that would soon 
unfold, events that ordinarily would be too repulsive and abhorable for Sita even to 
think of let alone her actively participating in them, such as her allowing herself to be 
abducted by Ravana and being held captive by him in his palace at Lanka, but it was 
absolutely essential to do it so that the Lord could carry out his master-plan of 
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eliminating the scourge of the demons and protect the future of this world from their 
continuing reign of horrors and torments. 

The Lord smiled so as to assure Sita that though the events that will unfold 
now onwards would make it necessary for both the Lord and Sita to behave like 
ordinary human beings who are in deep distress, but she must rest in peace that all of 
it is pre-planned by the Lord, and therefore there is no need for her to worry for her 
safety or get unduly alarmed mentally. It’s a thing to be enjoyed by her like one 
enjoys a sport. ] 
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Lord Ram told Sita, “My dear, listen. You have been steadfastly loyal to me and strict 
in your vows of fidelity, and you have indeed been most courteous and virtuous (and 
there is no doubt about it)’. 

However, I (who am the Supreme Lord of this world) have to perform certain 
fascinating acts like an ordinary human being (in order to fulfill my divine mandate 
due to which I had been constrained to come down to earth in the form of a human)’. 


(1) 


During the time I am engaged in eliminating the demons, you must dwell in the ‘fire 
element’ (tumha pavaka mahum karahu nivasa)". (2) 


[Note— Lord Ram wished to reassure Sita, his chaste and loyal wife, that the drama 
which is to play out soon—during which the Lord would maneuver things in such a 
mysterious way that when the demon king Ravana would abduct her the Lord would 
not be able to save her—will never mean at all that he doubts her integrity and 
devotion to him. His leaving her for sometime and allowing her to be taken away by 
the demon king Ravana is part of the grand plan by which the Lord wished to 
eliminate the evil demons; so it has to be acted out to perfection because greater 
issues are at stake, and personal emotions should not be allowed to ruin the grand 
plan. 


?The divine mandate of Lord Ram was to free the earth from the horrors and cruelty 
unleashed by the evil demons. It was a promise Lord Vishnu had made to the Gods 
and Mother Earth. {Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Doha no. 186 to Doha no. 
187.} 

Since the demon king Ravana had obtained a boon from Brahma, the creator, 
that he would not be killed by anyone except a human being, it was imperative for 
Lord Ram to act perfectly like a human being in order to uphold the sanctity of 
Brahma’s words. {Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line nos. 2-5 that 
precede Doha no. 177.} 

This is the primary reason why all the acts and deeds of Lord Ram were like 
those of an ordinary person. 
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This is also one of the reasons why he kept Laxman out of the game-plan, so 
that Laxman may never act in a supernatural way in a huff when faced with some 
anxious moments, and give a hint about the Lord’s true identity, no matter how grave 
and distressful the situation may be, for it would have surely alerted the demons who 
would have then escaped forthwith and go into hiding. If that happened, the Lord’s 
strategy would have collapsed, and he would have failed to eliminate all of them in 
one go. 

Lord Ram’s doubts about Laxman disclosing the reality of who Sita and Ram 
were was not totally unfounded as Laxman was known to be of a short-temper, and 
when he got angry he did not bother about the consequences of what he said. There 
are earlier evidences for it when Laxman lost his patience when he thought some 
harm would come to his beloved Lord. We have instances to prove this point. For 
example, during the ‘bow breaking ceremony’ at Janakpur when no body had been 
able to lift and break the bow that would have entitled him to marry Sita, and so it 
appeared that she would have to remain unmarried, king Janak was extremely 
distressed and he had expressed his anguish by lamenting that the earth has become 
devoid of a true warrior. At that time Laxman rose up angrily to counter Janak and 
sternly rebuke him publicly for making this disparaging remark when Lord Ram was 
present in the assembly and had yet not been given a chance to try his hand at the 
bow. It was an august assembly and a solemn occasion, when all the great kings and 
princes of the time had assembled, and Janak was himself a wise king of great repute 
who was old enough to be shown due respect that Laxman would have shown to his 
own father king Dasrath. So to rebuke king Janak publicly was not something that can 
be regarded as being polite and good mannered by any account on the part of 
Laxman; yet he vented his anger without bothering about decorum and niceties of 
behaviour. {Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes 
Doha no. 252—to Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 254.} 

Immediately after this incident came another occasion when Laxman’s short- 
temper was revealed. It so happened that no sooner had Lord Ram broken the bow 
than sage Parashuram arrived angrily to punish him who has dared to break Lord 
Shiva’s bow, because the sage regarded Shiva as his revered deity. At that time also 
Laxman fearlessly faced Parashuram and boldly answered him back, going to the 
extent of teasing and rebuking him with impunity so much so that the whole assembly 
trembled in fear for it was something most unexpected as one is not supposed to stand 
up and answer a great sage on his face. By-and-by, Lord Ram intervened and sorted 
out the matter, calming the sage and preventing any further damage. {Refer: Ram 
Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 271—to Chaupai 
line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 285.} 

A third occasion for such exhibition of anger by Laxman was at the time when 
Bharat, the younger brother of Lord Ram, had come to the forest to meet the Lord and 
try persuading him to go back to his capital. Bharat was accompanied by a huge 
entourage, and Laxman thought that he was coming to fight and get rid of them, i.e. 
Lord Ram, Laxman and Sita, in the forest while they were alone and without the 
support of any army, after which Bharat would be able to rule, unopposed, over the 
kingdom. So he got up and vehemently criticized Bharat without waiting to ascertain 
the facts, and declared that he would kill all of them single-handedly if Lord Ram 
would give him the signal. In this instance also Lord Ram intervened to calm him 
down, telling him that his fears were totally unfounded and uncalled for as Bharat was 
not the type of brother Laxman thinks him to be. Even the gods advised Laxman to 


305 


act with wisdom. {Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line no. 6 that 
precedes Doha no. 27—to Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes Doha no. 233.} 

To wit, Lord Ram thought it prudent to keep his plan secret from Laxman so 
as to avoid it being leaked by him if he gets annoyed and frustrated at the demons. 

See also note appended to Doha no. 23 herein above; and Chaupai line no. 5 
herein below. 


`The advice of Lord Ram for Sita to dwell in the ‘fire element’ is very interesting and 
has great significance; it is more than what meets the eye. 

The Beej Mantra (the essential spiritual formula by which any deity is known 
and worshipped, and which represents that particular deity’s cosmic energy and 
powers) for Lord Ram is the Sanskrit word ‘Ram’ (pronounced as Raang). Now, this 
is also the Beej Mantra for the Fire God, or the ‘fire element’ at the subtle level. So by 
advising Sita to abide in the ‘fire’, Lord Ram has ensured that she lives safely in the 
protection of the Fire God. The ‘fire’ is the most potent force in creation; it can reduce 
anything to ashes if it goes wild. So when Sita is protected by this cosmic fire, no 
harm would ever come to her. 

There are other reasons as well for Lord Ram asking Sita to live in the 
protection of the ‘fire’. Soon Ravana would abduct her, and if she lives surrounded by 
the fire element it would ensure that her purity and holiness would not at all be 
compromised when Ravana takes her away and holds her captive in Lanka. 

The all-knowing Lord Ram knew that soon Hanuman would burn Lanka, and 
so it was necessary to give Sita the shield of the fire element so that she does not get 
scorched in the searing heat at that time. 

This very incident, of Sita entering the ‘fire’ to live there till the demons were 
eliminated, proves that she was not an ordinary human being, for no living human can 
ever hope to survive after entering fire. Though Sita had a visible body that resembled 
a woman, but her true form was ethereal and subtle, and it coincided with the form of 
the ‘fire element’ in its energy and dynamism. 

So the merger, Sita and Fire, was as natural and seamless as two separate 
samples of burning fire coming close to coalesce with each other. When two candles 
are held so close that their wicks touch each other, we see only one flame; and when 
these two candles are separated again their flames too light up and burn 
independently. Likewise, when the demons were all finally killed and the Lord’s 
mission was accomplished, Sita remerged from the ‘fire element’? to have an 
independent existence. 

And for how long did Sita live inside the fire element? It was for ‘one year'— 
refer: Adhyatma Ramayan, Aranya Kand, Canto 7, verse no. 3.] 
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When Lord Ram had clearly explained everything to her, Sita enshrined the Lord in 
her heart and entered the fire’. [Later on when the mission of elimination of the evil 
demons has been successfully accomplished, she would remerge from the fire to 
regain her original physical form.] (3) 


Sita left behind an ‘image’ (or a reflection, a shadow, an apparition; “nija 
pratibimba") that completely resembled her in form, manners, politeness and other 
characters. (4) 


Even Laxman did not know anything about this mysterious event as devised by the 
Lord (Sri Ram)’. (5) 


[Note—'An interesting episode regarding this ‘image or apparition of Sita’ is narrated 
in Skanda Puran, Vaishnav Khand (part), Bhumi-Varaaha (section). This story is that 
there was a Rishi Kanya (the daughter of an illustrious sage) named Veda-vati. She 
was meditating upon Lord Vishnu when Ravana saw her; he forcefully tried to take 
her away but she burnt herself in the sacrificial fire to save her honour. The Fire God 
became very angry and decided to use her to destroy Ravana. So at the time Sita 
voluntarily entered the fire, the Fire God brought Veda-vati, who was disguised to 
resemble Sita in all possible ways, and kept her in Sita’s place to fulfill his vows of 
using her to kill Ravana. At the end of the War of Lanka, Sita was brought by the Fire 
God and handed over to Lord Ram, and at that time he prayed to Lord Ram to bless 
Veda-vati as she had not only played a crucial role in helping the Lord accomplish his 
mission but had also assumed the form of Sita for a while which entitles her to be 
accepted by the Lord. Then the Lord blessed her that during Kali-yuga (the fourth era 
of the 4-era cycle of creation and destruction) she would become a non-placental 
daughter of Akash (the ‘sky’), and at that time she would be accepted by him in his 
cosmic form. ‘Non-placental’ implies that she won’t have a gross physical form like 
ordinary creatures, and would have an ethereal form that coincides with the subtle 
form of her parent, i.e. the ‘sky as an element’. 


?See notes appended to Doha no. 23 and Chaupai line no. 1 herein above. When even 
Laxman was unaware of these developments, there is no question that any of the gods 
knew it, except of course the Fire God in whose custody Sita was kept.] 
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Meanwhile, Ravana went to Marich's place and bowed his head before the latter, as 
he was very selfish and most wicked. (6) 
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There is an axiom that when an evil and wicked person bows and shows undue 
respect to someone it portends great sorrows and misfortunes for the latter just like the 
cases when the goad is held at an angle (just before it is struck viciously at the 
enemy), the bow is bent (i.e. its string is pulled tight before an arrow is shot at the 
enemy), the serpent twists its body and stoops with its head low (just before it flings 
itself on the enemy and bites him viciously with its fangs), or the cat crouches (just 
before lunging forward and grabbing its victim, such as a rat, firmly between its sharp 
teeth). (7) 


The seemingly friendly words of a person who is inherently wicked, vile and pervert 
are as dangerous and fearful as the blooming of flowers without the proper season’. 


(8) 


[Note—'Ravana never bowed before anyone, let alone another demon, all of whom he 
regarded as his subjects, for he was known to be exceedingly haughty and rough in his 
interaction with one and all. So when he acted most politely and in a friendly manner 
at the time of meeting Marich, the latter became alarmed as this was not in Ravana’s 
nature, and he guessed rightly that there was something serious that is yet hidden from 
view, and a very grave development is in the offing. Ravana acted meekly because he 
was driven by selfish needs, which was to take the help of Marich to kidnap Sita. We 
will soon read that this show of politeness was short-lived because when Marich tried 
to dissuade Ravana from the misadventure he had planned, the latter threatened to kill 
him if he did not comply. 


“When some natural calamity is about to occur, unusual things begin to happen. And 
one such thing is blooming of un-seasonal flowers. For example, if flowers that are 
usually seen during the winter months grow during the summer, it indicates that the 
earth is cooling faster than expected, and with an early onset of winter, the cycle of 
seasons would be disrupted. This is definitely not a good sign by any account. 

So when Ravana acted humbly by speaking sweetly to Marich, it signaled to 
the latter that things are very bad, and some ominous news waits to be told. ] 
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kavana hetu mana byagra ati akasara ayahu tata. 24. 


Marich welcomed his guest (Ravana) by worshipping him (to show his respect). Then 
he said respectfully, *My dear (tata). Tell me, what is the reason you have come here 
alone so urgently (without even announcing yourself); you look extremely agitated 
and very distressed.' (Doha no. 24) 
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caupat. 


dasamukha sakala katha tehi agern. kahi sahita abhimana abhāgēm. 1. 
hohu kapata mrga tumha chalakari. jehi bidhi hari anaum nrpanari. 2. 


Ravana, the ten-faced one (dasamukha), who was shameless and was driven by ill- 
fate, haughtily narrated all the developments to him (Marich). (1) 


Then he came straight away to the point, commanding Marich: ‘You must assume the 
form of a deer so that I can take away the wife of the king! (“nrpanārī”; Sita, the wife 
of Lord Ram).' (2) 


[Note— Supernakha had already told Ravana that the two brothers were the sons of 
the king of Ayodhya—refer: Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes Doha no. 22. 

So Ravana now refers to Lord Ram as a ‘king’ because he would ascend the 
throne of the kingdom of Ayodhya when he returned home. 

Why did Ravana plan to take away Sita instead of fighting the two brothers in 
the forest itself if his only aim was to take revenge for his sister's humiliation and the 
killing of the demon army led by Khar, Dushan and Trishira? The probable reasons 
are the following: 

It is said in Valmiki's Ramayana that when the demon named Akampan 
reported to Ravana about the killing of Khar, Dushan etc., he wished to go 
immediately to fight with and punish Lord Ram and Laxman for it. But Akampan 
warned him that the two brothers were not like others whom Ravana had so easily 
subdued in the past, and it is for certain that he will himself be defeated if he fought 
alone with the two brothers. So it would be wiser for him to steal their woman and 
force them to come to his fort at Lanka where he would have the support of his 
extensive army of most powerful demons as well as his own family members such as 
his invincible son Meghnad who had defeated Indra, the king of gods, and his brother 
Kumbhakarna who had the strength of thousands of wild elephants. Ravana therefore 
decided to play safely and avoid a direct confrontation with Lord Ram in the forest; so 
he instead brought Sita to Lanka to force his enemy to come to his own battle-field 
where he would have an upper hand by all means. 

Akampan reasoned that since Lord Ram loved his wife Sita exceedingly, so 
when he discovers that she has gone away, and chances of him ever recovering her 
was extremely remote, he would die of grief; and Laxman would follow suit because 
he was too devoted to his loving brother to survive the agony of separation from him. 
The added bonus of this scheme was that Ravana would have a lady (Sita) who was 
peerless in beauty and charm. This strategy suited Ravana very well, so he decided to 
abduct Sita instead of fighting with the two brothers. (Refer: Valmiki Ramayan, 
Aranya Kand, Canto 31, verse nos. 21-33. 

We have read earlier in our present narrative that Supernakha had told Ravana 
about the fate of Khar and Dushan etc., as well as about the exceptional valour of 
Lord Ram and Laxman, and about the beauty of Sita. When Ravana heard what 
happened to Khar, Dushan etc. he became hesitant because he knew that it was not an 
easy thing to kill them. He therefore could not gather enough courage to confront 
someone who had killed Khar-Dushan etc. And upon hearing of the beauty of Sita his 
old habit of being lustful and promiscuous resurfaced once again, motivating him to 
surreptitiously bring Sita to his palace. (Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, 


309 


Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 22—to Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes 
Doha no. 23.}] 
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Then Marich spoke once again, ‘Listen oh ten-headed Ravana! He (Lord Ram) is 
actually the Lord of the whole world that consists of animate beings as well as 
inanimate entities, who has revealed himself in a human form’. (3) 


Oh my dear (tata). You must not create enmity with someone who is so powerful that 
death and life occur by his mere wish. (4) 


[Note—'This is exactly what Ravana had himself deduced; and now Marich has 
endorsed it. So Ravana became all the more convinced of the Lord's divinity, and 
hence all the more determined to get himself killed by the Lord so that he can attain 
deliverance and emancipation for his soul. Refer: Chaupai line nos. 3-5 that precede 
Doha no. 23 herein above.] 
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These two young princes had gone to protect the fire sacrifice of the sage 
(Vishwamitra). When I went to defile it, Lord Ram had shot a headless arrow at me’. 


(5) 


I was immediately flung for a hundred Yojans? by its force and landed on this remote 
island. I tell you in good faith that it is not a good idea at all to become an enemy of 
such a person. (6) 


[Note—'This incident is narrated in Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line nos. 
2-5 that precede Doha no. 210. 


? | Yojan = approx. 8 miles. This figure is a median one because according to some 
scales 1 Yojan is either 4 miles or 16 miles. 4 multiplied by 2 = 8; and 16 divided by 2 
=8.] 


310 


ug aa ale Tt cat Ay He dé H aS Is WU 
SEE At ated cate sift wur | orate Aafa a sists TATU e 1 


bha'i mama kita bhrnga ki na'i. jaham tahanř maim dekha'um do'u bha't. 7. 
jaum nara tata tadapi ati sura. tinhahi birodhi na a'ihi pura. 8. 


I was so stunned and struck with fear that ever since that time I see the two brothers 
all around me wherever I look. It is like the case of an insect that is captured by a 
wasp and held captive by it’. (7) 


Even in the rare chance of them being human beings, it is sure and certain that they 
are invincible, being extremely valiant, strong and powerful. In all sooth and without 
gainsay therefore, it is not sensible and practical to create enmity with them as it is 
impossible to conquer them. (8) 


[Note—'The wasp catches hold of an insect and keeps it in its nest. Then the wasp 
hovers over the prey and hums around it constantly so much so that in due course of 
time the insect too turns into a wasp at the mental level and begins to hum in way that 
synchronizes with the humming of the wasp. 

Likewise, Marich was so terrified of Lord Ram and Laxman that he feared 
them every moment of his life. This means that he remembered them every second so 
much so that every now and then he would think that either Lord Ram or Laxman 
have arrived to kill him. Even a slight movement of the leaf of a tree, or a bird flying 
overhead, or the rustling of the wind would send shivers down his spine. To wit, 
Marich's life was overwhelmed by the thoughts of Lord Ram and Laxman. This 
situation granted an unexpected advantage to Marich—for it transformed fear into a 
sort of constant remembrance of the Lord, which, to wit, was like his doing 
meditation constantly. 

So Marich unwittingly got transmewed into a devotee of Lord Ram from being 
a vile demon that he had earlier been, just like the insect that becomes one in likeness 
of the wasp in due course of time.] 
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There is no gainsay in the fact that the he who had slayed the ferocious demoness 
Tadka and the equally ferocious demons Subhau etc.', and had broken the sturdy bow 
of Lord Shiva, which no one amongst the strong warrior of the world, who had always 
prided themselves about the might of their arms, could as much as even shift an inch, 
forget about lifting and breaking it^, and had then proved his valour and strength 
beyond a trace of doubt by slaying the mighty demons Khar-Dushan’, can never be an 
ordinary human being, for no human has ever had the guts or the wherewithal to even 
confront these worthy demons let alone kill them single-handed. (2) 
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[To wit, a gentleman who has accomplished such remarkable feat is surely 
enowded with supernatural; whatever be the case he is certainly not an ordinary 
prince as you may be inclined to think.] (Doha no. 25). 


[Note—'Tadka was the mother of Marich; she had attacked Lord Ram and Laxman 
when they had accompanied sage Vishwamitra to his hermitage to protect his fire 
sacrifice. Lord Ram had accomplished the stunning feat of killing her with a single 
arrow. This story in narrated in Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line nos. 5-6 
that precede Doha no. 209. 


?This event is narrated in detail in Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, from Chaupai line 
no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 250—to Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 262. 


3A little later, when Subahu and Marich etc. had attacked the Lord, he had shot a ‘fire- 
arrow’ that burnt Subahu, and then he shot Marich with a headless arrow that flung 
him to the center of the ocean where Ravana visited him presently. This is narrated in 
Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line nos. 3-5 that precede Doha no. 210.] 
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So it would be wise for you to go back home if you are concerned about the welfare 
of your race.’ 

Upon hearing these words (of Marich), he (Ravana) was scorched by the fire 
of anger and hate, and he strongly rebuked the advisor by abusing him for showing 
the impertinence that he had just dared to exhibit. 

[To wit, this good and prudent advice by Marich, vouchsafed with all sincerity 
and integrity, was however taken as a personal insult by Ravana who treated it as a 
direct affront to his authority, strength and powers by one of his own race, whom he 
had trusted all along as being one of his loyal soldiers. Now this fellow Marich 
appears to be an advocate of the enemy; he was deriding his own king, Ravana, and 
praising his enemy, Lord Ram. Obviously this was an intolerable a proposition, and it 
poured oil in the already fire of revenge burning inside the demon king. He anger was 
further stoked and he sternly warned Marich by using abusive language.] (1) 


*Oh you stupid devil of a fellow; you preach me as if you are my Guru (teacher). Tell 
me, if you dare, who in this world is as strong and valiant a warrior as me? 

[To wit, you are not a novice, nor an ordinary demon. You are well acquainted 
with my matchless powers which have made even the gods bow and surrender before 
me. How dare you then say such things to me to scare me off my projected plans? I 
am not accustomed to hear lectures, nor am I habituated to imagine fear when none 
exists. Mind you; you will pay a heavy price if you refuse to heed to my commands, 
which I had been polite enough, in deference to your age and seniority, to wrap in 
words that sounded like I was making a request, for I could have ordered you straight 
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away without giving you a chance to give a long lecture to me, something I have 
always detested.] (2) 
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taba marica hrdayami anumana. navahi birodhern nahim kalyana. 3. 
sastri marmi prabhu satha dhani. baida bandi kabi bhanasa gun. 4. 


Then Marich thought to himself about an axiom that says that it is to no one's welfare 
to create enmity with the following nine persons [3]: --- an armed opponent who is 
skilled in the use of the weapon (Sastri), he who knows one's closely held secret 
(marmi), an able and powerful lord or master (prabhu), a utterly foolish person who 
lacks even basic scruples and has no knowledge of the affairs (satha), a rich person of 
influence (dhani), a medicine man (baida), a slave, who is also a flatterer, who would 
willingly betray one before his lord if it suits him (bandi), a expert poet and singer 
(kabi --- gunt), and a cook who is an expert in his art (bhanasa gunt) [4]. (3-4) 


[Note— These nine persons are not to be relied upon; one should not confide too much 
in them for 1f due to some reason, howsoever inconsequential it may be, they become 
hostile, or they decide that they have something to gain by betraying even their best of 
friends, then they will have no regret in back-stabbing anyone, though on the face 
they would continue to maintain a fictitious show of friendship and warmth as 
previously. 

For instance, if a person picks up an argument with a man who is armed and 
whom he had known for a long time, and this argument becomes nasty due to some 
reason so much to make his armed acquaintance lose his control, there are fare 
chances that he would draw his weapon to settle scores, though he would later repent 
for it throughout his life. 

A rich person of influence and a powerful lord too are very dangerous, for no 
one knows when they would decide to get someone out of the way. 

It is wisely said that “an intelligent man, or a man of scruples, is a better 
enemy than a hundred fools as friends"; because it is possible to reason with the 
former but impossible to do so with the latter who would cause more problems than 
solving any. 

A poet or a singer, if he is offended by someone, may spring a surprise by 
reciting a taunting couplet or singing some lines of a song that are loaded with 
sarcasm at a gathering that would be directly aimed at the person who has offended 
them; it may cause a laugh and jeering in the audience which would be extremely 
humiliating for the person concerned; rather it would bury him in shame, and if he is a 
man of any worth it would be like actually injuring him with a mortal wound. 

A person who knows someone else's secret would blackmail him if it serves 
his vested interests at some point of time, without regret that such behaviour is an 
outright violation of the strict vows of confidentiality that were vouchsafed earlier. 

Similarly, if one angers a personal cook or a personal physician, and by some 
misadventure they decide to take revenge, they would poison that person so secretly 
that no one would know what had actually happened that led to this catastrophe, as 
that person would be already dead by the time investigation starts, if any at all, for an 
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expert cook or a doctor would know the method of administering a poison that takes 
effect slowly, bringing about the person’s death a long time from the moment the 
poison was actually used on him. ] 
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When Marich saw that either way his death was certain, he decided to seek refuge in 
the holy feet of Lord Raghunayak (Lord Ram). (5) 

He thought to himself, *If I answer him (Ravana) back, he is sure to kill me. 
Then if my death has finally arrived, why should I not die at the hands of Lord 
Raghupati (Lord Ram) by being shot with his arrows?" (6) 


[Note—'To wit, Marich became certain that if he refused to cooperate with Ravana, 
he is sure to kill him; and if he followed his orders and became a deer then Lord Ram 
would go after him and shoot him down. In this scenario it would be wiser for him to 
die at the hands of Lord Ram as this death would ensure that his soul finds liberation 
and deliverance from the cycle of birth and death, and he would attain eternal 
beatitude and peace; for it is evident from what Marich has advised Ravana that he 
was sure that Lord Ram was not an ordinary human being but the promised 
manifestation of the Supreme Being that would bring an end to the evil demon race. 

How was Marich so certain of Lord Ram's reality? Well, when his mother 
Tadka was killed by the Lord by a single arrow, sage Vishwamitra had offered his 
worship to him and taught him some esoteric knowledge that only the sage was 
acquainted with. Vishwamitra was no ordinary sage; he was a ‘great sage’ who had a 
transcendental reach and could know the developments taking place in all the three 
dimensions of time, the past, the present and the future. He had known that the 
Supreme Being has manifested in the form of Lord Ram from the very beginning, and 
the killing of Tadka confirmed his beliefs. After death, Tadka was granted liberation 
and deliverance by Lord Ram. Marich had observed all these developments first hand 
as he was also one of the demons who had been living in the same forest as Tadka and 
was constantly defiling the fire sacrifice of the sage; he had also seen his mother's 
fate, and the sage worshipping the Lord. So nothing was hidden from him. (Refer: 
Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, (i) Chaupai line nos. 5-6 that precede Doha no. 206; 
and (i1) Chaupai line nos. 5-7 that precede Doha no. 209.} 

So what Ravana only guessed about Lord Ram (refer: Chaupai line nos. 1-6 
that precede Doha no. 23 earlier), Marich was convinced of it.] 
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Realising this truth in his heart, he accompanied the ten-headed Ravana to where Lord 
Ram was; he had developed a steady affection for the holy feet of the Lord deep 
inside himself. (7) 


He was exceedingly joyous and exhilarated in his mind and heart (Mana) but he 
managed not to reveal his excitement; he was lost in a reverie, thinking thus: *Today I 
am going to see him whom I love so much indeed’’. (8) 


[Note— When finally Marich decided that that opportunity has come which would 
give him a chance to go where his mother had gone and be united with her, and in the 
process also ensure his own salvation and emancipation, his steps were quick and 
resolute; his legs seems to have developed wings. He was happy that he has been 
selected by providence to play a crucial role in the fulfillment of the Supreme Being's 
mandate; it was an honour and not a curse. After all, all living beings have to die one 
day; then why not die for the Lord, serving him and his noble cause? 

So therefore, Marich was very cheerful and willing; he was not like someone 
going to the guillotine, but like someone going to accept a prize. 

But he knew that Ravana's intention was different; so he played wisely by 
keeping his joy to himself] 
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nija parama pritama dekhi locana suphala kari sukha pa'ihaurn. 1. 
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nija pani sara sandhani so mohi badhihi sukhasagara hari. 4. 


[Marich had, by this time, realized that his salvation lay only in surrendering before 
Lord Ram, who was a human manifestation of the Supreme Being himself. He 
developed affection for Lord Ram and began treating the Lord as his dearest friend. 
These verses show that a natural and inalienable bond of affection and endearment 
exist between a creature's individual soul and the universal Soul of this creation; it's a 
natural bond that ties the creature, the off-spring, to the Supreme Being who is the 
Father of all who have come into being in this family called ‘creation’ that He heads. 
So therefore, when he agreed to accompany Ravana to where Lord Ram was, 
he was overwhelmed with the loving idea of meeting Lord Ram, the beloved of his 
soul; and like a beloved lost in the thoughts of the lover while on the way to meet the 
latter, Marich too was lost in a reverie of ecstasy and sweetness of imagination of 
what was to come soon. It ought to be noted here that the element of fear and the 
prospect of getting injured by an arrow was not at all in the mental radar of Marich; 
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on the contrary it was a moment of celebration for him; it was a final journey leading 
to his deliverance and emancipation from this mortal life of a demon for which he had 
been waiting all through his life. Hence there was nothing to regret or fear; rather it 
was a momentous journey that ought to be celebrated and cherished. ] 


Marich was lost in a reverie of ecstasy, thinking sweetly of the moments when— ‘I 
shall make myself fortunate and feel exceedingly exhilarated by seeing my beloved 
(Lord Ram) till my eyes are filled with this pleasant sight. (Chanda line no. 1) 


Indeed, I shall fix my attention on the holy feet of the Lord who is an abode of mercy 
and compassion, the Lord who is accompanied by Sita and his younger brother 
(Laxman)'. (Chanda line no. 2) 


Oh my good fortune; I am so lucky even to think that I shall go and seek refuge with 
the Lord who is so merciful and kind that even his apparent anger provides liberation 
and deliverance to the soul of the creature, and whose Bhakti (devotion) is so 
exceptionally graceful that it even goes to the extend of making the Lord willfully 
submit himself to the command of his devotees”! (Chanda line no. 3) 


It is this same Lord who is an ocean of bliss and beatitude, who will aim an arrow at 
me and shoot me with his own hands (to ensure that I don’t miss the chance of 
discarding this vile body of mine as a demon, and find liberation from it; the Lord 
would make sure that my soul gets instant deliverance; that I am provided 
emancipation and salvation at the first opportunity). (Chanda line no. 4) 


[Note—'Marich’s soul desired to pay its homage to the Supreme Lord in all the forms 
in which the Lord has manifested; he wanted his worship to be complete in all 
respects. So therefore, instead of fixing his mind only on Lord Ram, he remembered 
even Laxman and Sita who are fractional parts of the Supreme Being, for Sita 
represented the Lord’s ‘Shakti’, or the Lord’s dynamic cosmic energy, and Laxman 
represented ‘Seshnath’, the Lord’s that form that supports the world from below. In 
the story of the Ramayan, Laxman had played a pivotal role as Lord Ram’s closest 
aide and comrade-in-arm; so without him the Lord was half. Marich was indeed very 
wise as he left nothing to chance. 


*When the Lord becomes angry he will shoot an arrow to kill; but in this apparent 
show of anger there is hidden mercy for the creature as this killing frees the soul from 
the cage of the gross body which had become so sinful and evil. The merciful Lord’s 
anger is also a blessing in disguise; it is not like the anger of ordinary masters or lords 
who punish their servants or subordinates only physically, without bothering about 
their long-term good. 

Bhakti or devotion is an excellent medium by which the Lord can be attained 
by a devotee. It is a tool that is very dear to the Lord himself. The spiritual value of 
Bhakti has been sung at many places in Ram Charit Manas. A glimpse of its 
importance and glory can be had in Ram Charit Manas, (1) Aranya Kand, Chaupai line 
no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 35—to Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 36; 
and (ii) Uttar Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 45—to Chaupai line 
no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 46.] 
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Indeed without gainsay, there is no one as lucky as myself—because I shall turn back 
repeatedly and see the Lord pursuing me with an arrow in his hands to shoot me (but 
he would hesitate to do so even as he keeps playing hide and seek with me so as to 
allow me the beautiful chance of enjoying that wonderful sight for a long time)."' 
(Doha no. 26) 


[Note—'In his ecstatic state of the mind, Marich imagines how he will run ahead of 
the Lord who will follow him from behind with an arrow in hand. The Lord would not 
shoot him down instantly, for he would have done so if he had so wished. But why 
would the Lord take his time in shooting down Marich? It would be in deference to 
Marich's own wish—that he would like to enjoy the divine sight of the Lord pursuing 
him, a sight that would fill him with immense joy and beatitude. So therefore, the 
Lord allowed time for Marich to have his heart-full viewing of the Lord's divine form 
pursuing him with a bow and an arrow in hand, and of course with a smile on his face 
and compassion in his eyes, for that is what Marich had longed for, and the merciful 
Lord wished to fulfill the last wishes of Marich as it is the natural wont of the Lord to 
fulfill all desires of his devotees.] 
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tehi bana nikata dasanana gaya'ü. taba marica kapatamrga bhaya'ü. 1. 
ati bicitra kachu barani na ja’. kanaka deha mani racita bana". 2. 


When the ten-headed Ravana went near that forest (where Lord Ram dwelt at 
Panchavati, and where Supernakha was deformed), Marich immediately assumed the 
false form of a deer (marica kapatamrga bhaya'ü)!. (1) 


That deer had a strange but marvelously wonderful form that defies description. It had 

a golden hide that was dotted with sparkling spots as if it was studded with priceless 
2 

gems’. (2) 


[Note—'Marich created a delusion that gave the impression that he was a deer. 
Demons had that power by which they could assume any form they wished. 
Supernakha had, as we have already seen, employed this magical power to become a 
beautiful lady in order to deceive Lord Ram. Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, 
Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 176; and Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes 
Doha no. 181 which reiterate this fact about the demons. 
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“It is observed even today that in the geographical area where Lord Ram had his 
hermitage at that time, a place known as Panchavati that falls in the present-day state 
of Maharastra in western India, a special type of deer is found; it has a yellow skin 
that is richly dotted with silvery white spots; its face differs from other deer, and its 
underbelly is coloured light blue. Locally it is called a ‘Chital’. This animal is 
exclusive to this region. So perhaps it was one of such rare species of deer that Marich 
transformed himself into. 

It is also possible that Lord Ram, being so merciful and considerate, had 
granted this boon to the dying Marich that the form which he had assumed will be 
immortalized in a new species of deer that would now onwards become common to 
that particular region. ] 
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sita parama rucira mrga dekha. anga anga sumanohara besa. 3. 
sunahu deva raghubira krpala. ehi mrga kara ati sundara chala. 4. 
satyasandha prabhu badhi kari ehi. anahu carma kahati baidehi. 5. 


Sita saw this most fascinating deer whose body was extremely beautiful to look at; 
this sight charmed her a lot and it caught her fancy. (3) 


She called out to Lord Ram and said, ‘Oh Lord (d€va); oh the merciful and kind Lord 
of the Raghus (raghubira krpala); listen! This deer has a very beautiful hide. (4) 


Oh Lord, you are true to your words (satyasandha prabhu)'; so kill this deer and 
bring its hide for me. (5) 


[Note—'Sita’s observation is quite significant here. Earlier, in Chaupai line nos. 1-2 
that precede Doha no. 24 we read that Lord Ram had shared with Sita the secret plan 
by which he wished to eliminate the sinful demons, and now the time appears to have 
come to give effect to that master-plan. Sita wished to indicate to Lord Ram that she 
is willing to cooperate with the Lord, and though the events that would now unfold 
will force her to be separated from her beloved Lord and get kidnapped by the demon 
Ravana, but she wishes to cheerfully undergo this test as it would help Lord Ram to 
successfully accomplish his divine mandate. 

She thought that perhaps the Lord would hesitate to go after the deer as he 
knew the consequences of this action, but since the suffering and difficulties that 
would follow need to be endured for larger good of the world it was necessary for the 
Lord to shed his reluctance and go ahead with the plan. 

So in order to pre-empt chances of Lord Ram's hesitating in taking proactive 
action on this crucial matter, Sita reminded him that “he must live up to his reputation 
of being true to his words". And what was that word? It was the word that the Lord 
Vishnu had given to the Gods and Mother Earth that he would come down to this 
mortal world to eliminate the scourge of the evil demons—refer: Ram Charit Manas, 
Baal Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-7 that precede Doha no. 187. 
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The Lord had reiterated his resolve to eliminate the demons once again before 
the many forest dwelling sages and hermits who had accompanied him during his 
passage though the forest—refer: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Doha no. 9 along 
with Chaupai line nos. 5-8 that precede it. 

The next verse no. 6 explicitly says so, and Sita’s request to the Lord removed 
all hesitation that he may have had.] 
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Then Lord Raghupati (Sri Ram), who was aware of all the reasons behind this 
development, cheerfully got up to fulfill the objective of the gods that. [And this 
objective was to eliminate the problem created by the cruel and sinful demon race. 
The time has come to act upon the word that Lord Vishnu had given to the gods 
earlier, and so Lord Ram gladly got up to fulfill his mission on earth.] (6) 


Looking at the deer, the Lord tied his garments tightly around his hips to prepare for 
the job at hand, and lifting his beautiful bow in his hands he stringed it and mounted 
the arrow on it’. (7) 


Then the Lord summoned Laxman and explained to him: ‘Oh brother. A lot of 
demons roam around in the forest unchecked (and so you ought to be careful and on 
the full alert to avoid any misadventure). (8) 


Take care of Sita's safety in accordance with your wisdom and circumstance; employ 
your strength and discretion while doing so.” (9) 


[Note— Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, Chaupai line no. 7 that 
precedes Doha no. 23 where the same mystical virtue of the Lord has been affirmed. 


*Lord Ram could have easily aimed and shot the arrow from where he stood instead 
of going behind Marich for quite some distance from his hermitage. So why was it 
done this way? It was necessary to go far away from the hermitage so that ample time 
and opportunity was given to Ravana to abduct Sita. After all, it was a part of the 
grand plan of Lord Ram. This is the reason why Lord Ram went on pursuing Marich 
for a long distance till it was safe for Ravana to take Sita away. And this is also the 
reason why the Lord maneuvered things in such a way that Laxman, who was deputed 
to protect Sita, would also be summoned away from the hermitage as we shall read 
below. 
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*Lord Ram advised Laxman to use his strength, discretion, wisdom and intelligence to 
protect Sita according to the circumstance that may arise. Since it was impossible to 
predict as to what may happen, the Lord left it to Laxman to decide the course of 
action in accordance to the demands of the situation. 

These instructions of the Lord are very important, for it gives Laxman a lot of 
discretion powers. As the events would unfold and a situation would arise soon when 
Sita forced him to leave her alone and go to where Lord Ram was near Marich, 
Laxman’s wisdom told him to follow Sita’s orders so that no unsavory development 
can take place that would cast aspersions on his integrity and loyalty to the Lord. Had 
Lord Ram been specific in his instructions to Laxman—that he must not leave Sita 
alone under any circumstance whatsoever, Laxman would have had a solid excuse to 
refuse Sita’s orders and continue to remain in the hermitage. 

But had this happened, had Laxman not left Sita alone, the long-term planning 
of the Lord would have gone hay-wire; for then Ravana would not have been able to 
kidnap her, and so the whole lot of things that followed this singular event that will 
ultimately result in the elimination of the demons would not have taken place. This 
would have undermined the Lord’s mission. Hence, the wise Lord left a lot of open 
space to help things fall into their own right position. ] 
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No sooner did the deer saw Lord Ram than he ran away from the place even as the 
Lord followed it in hot pursuit with his bow and arrow at the ready. (10) 


It is such a wonder that the Lord—who is inaccessible even for the Vedas (i.e. even 
the scriptures are unable to know him in full) that assert that none of what they know 
defines the Lord in entirety, and who also remains beyond the reach of Lord Shiva 
inspite of the latter constantly remaining submerged in meditating upon him'—would 
pursue a false deer and run behind it (like an ordinary man). (11) 


At one instant the deer appeared to be near, and in the other moment it fled to a 
distant point; at one moment it was visible and at the next moment it disappeared 
from sight". (12) 


In this way, employing tricks that made it play hide and seek with the Lord, revealing 
and concealing itself in quick succession, the deer took Lord Ram far away (from the 
hermitage). (13) 
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[Note—'A similar idea is expressed in Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, (i); Chanda 
line nos. 1-4 that precede Doha no. 51; and (ii) Chaupai line nos. 4-8 that precede 
Doha no. 341. 

The Lord who is all-knowing would run behind a false deer without knowing 
who it actually was is something that is very astounding and beyond comprehension; 
but it is the mysterious way of the Lord by which he does many things that no one can 
understand. 


^When we read the story of how king Pratapbhanu was misled by the wild boar during 
the hunt, a similar situation is seen. It has been described in Ram Charit Manas, Baal 
Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-5 that precede Doha no. 157. So it is easy to conclude that 
these demons were skilled in employing tricks that made them appear and disappear 
from sight as they pleased; this was in addition to their ability to change forms 
quickly. These tricks helped them to trap their victims as well as to avoid being 
captured. | 
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taba taki rama kathina sara mara. dharani pare'u kari ghora pukara. 14. 
lachimana kara prathamahim lai nama. pachern sumiresi mana mahum rama. 
15. 

prana tajata pragatesi nija deha. sumiresi ramu sameta saneha. 16. 

antara prema tasu pahicana. muni durlabha gati dinhi sujana. 17. 


Finally, when they had gone far away, Lord Ram aimed an arrow and shot the deer. It 
fell down on the earth with a thunderous roar and yelling aloud in a terrifying manner. 
(14) 


While falling down on the ground, the deer first called out loudly the name of 
Laxman, and then silently remembered the name of Lord Ram in his Mana (heart and 
mind)'. (15) 


At the instant of his death, Marich resumed his original form of a demon, and 
remembered Lord Ram with a lot of affection and love. (16) 


The omniscient Lord, who knows the inner thoughts of all, saw that Marich had 
immense love for him in his heart, so the good Lord rewarded him in his death by 
granting him that spiritual stature that is rare even for great sages to attain. 

[To wit, Lord Ram granted deliverance to the soul of Marich; he gave Marich 
emancipation and salvation, and abiding bliss, felicity and beatitude that great sages 
and hermits long for. The next Doha explicitly tells us what special grace Lord Ram 
had bestowed upon Marich; it tells us that the Lord granted him a transcendental state 
that was equivalent to the Lord himself in divinity and holiness. ]° (17) 
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[Note—'This sound indicated to Laxman the direction where Lord Ram was present. 
Marich could have died quietly but even during his last moments he wished to be 
loyal to his master, Ravana. It made it necessary for him to call out for Laxman so 
that he leaves the hermitage to enable Ravana to take away Sita. 

Marich remembered Lord Ram’s holy name ‘silently’ because it is the way the 
Lord is remembered during meditation; no hue and cry is made. Marich mentally 
bowed before Lord Ram, invoked his holy name quietly and discretely, and sought the 
Lord’s intervention in order to attain salvation and emancipation of his soul. 


“It is a stated position of Lord Ram that no matter how sinful a creature is, if he comes 
to take shelter with him then the Lord would not only forgives him but even grant his 
soul liberation and deliverance. Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line 
nos. 1-5 that precede Doha no. 44.] 
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The Gods showered an abundance of flowers upon Lord Ram to celebrate this 
marvelous occasion; they sang laurels of the Lord and cheered at his wonderful 
nature of providing a glorious destiny to even a demon that made the latter equivalent 
in divinity to the Lord himself’. (Doha no. 27) 


[Note— In Chaupai line no. 17 that immediately precedes this Doha we have read 
that the Lord “granted to Marich a stature that was even difficult for great sages and 
seers to attain". This Doha answers what that stature was. To wit, Marich, who was 
condemned to become a demon at the time of birth, found an exalted state for his soul 
at the time of death, a transcendental state that was divine, sublime, holy and pious in 
nature, a stature quite the opposite of what he was till this point in his life. This was 
made possible due to the grace of Lord Ram and the chance of having a contact with 
him, no matter how and for what reason this chance meeting had happened.] 
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jahu begi sankata ati bhrata. lachimana bihasi kaha sunu mata. 3. 
bhrkuti bilasa srsti laya ho'I. sapanehum sankata para'i ki so't. 4. 
marama bacana jaba sita bola. hari prerita lachimana mana dola. 5. 


No sooner had Lord Ram slayed the wicked fellow (Marich) than he turned back to go 
to his hermitage. The bow in his hand and the quiver tied to his waist give the Lord a 
magnificent form (that was captivating for the beholder). (1) 


Meanwhile, Sita had heard the loud and distressful cry of Marich calling out the name 
of Laxman’. This sound filled her with a lot of apprehension, and she felt sore affright 
(about the safety of her husband, Lord Ram). (2) 


She urgently instructed Laxman, ‘Go immediately, for it looks some danger had 
befallen upon your brother.’ 

Laxman laughed at this unfounded fear of Sita, and tried to reassure her by 
saying, ‘Mother, listen. (3) 


He whose turn of an eye and raising of the eyebrow can lead to the destruction of the 
entire creation—say, can such an almighty Lord ever have the fear of any danger 
upon him; can such a mighty and all-powerful Lord ever come to any harm under any 
situation?” (4) 


However, Sita began wailing and grieving gravely; her heart-touching words of pity 
and lamentation moved Laxman as his mind wavered. Though initially he had a lot of 
self-confidence and would have ordinarily stood firm on his ground, but it was the 
wish of Lord Hari that it ought to be otherwise (hari prérita); for soon Laxman’s 
mind became indecisive and he yielded to doubts (lachimana mana dola), his 
resolve faltered and he felt inclined to obey Sita’s commands and go out to help Lord 
Ram”. (5) 


[Note—'When Marich died, he had yelled aloud the name of Laxman before silently 
invoking the holy name of his beloved Lord Ram. Refer: Chaupai line no. 15 that 
precedes Doha no. 27 herein above. From a distance, where Sita was, it appeared that 
Lord Ram is calling out for Laxman to help; it appeared that the Lord was in some 
sort of danger and needed Laxman's help. 


?Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 
66, and Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 35 where the same fact is stated. 


*Sita lost her patience and began lamenting; she forced Laxman to go after the sound, 
in the direction from where it came and see what the matter was. So though Laxman 
was unwilling to leave her alone in the dangerous forest as he was expressly 
commanded by the Lord himself not to do so, yet he had no choice, because Sita 
threw such a tantrum that he thought it wise and prudent to do as she wished lest she 
would complain to the Lord, when he comes back, of Laxman’s stubborn and 
irreverent behaviour, which would, in this unfortunate background of her feeling 
worried about her husband’s safety and asking his brother to go and help him, would 
create unnecessary misunderstanding between the two brothers who otherwise had 
perfect bond of love and loyalty between them. ] 
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bana disi déva saumpi saba kahü. cale jaham ravana sasi rahi. 6. 

suna bica dasakandhara dekha. ava nikata jati kern besa. 7. 

jakem dara sura asura dérahim. nisi na nīda dina anna na khahim. 8. 
SO dasasisa svana ki na'irn. ita uta cita'i cala bhadiha'irn. 9. 

imi kupantha paga deta khagesa. raha na teja tana budhi bala lesa. 10. 


Laxman entrusted Sita's safety to all the patron deities of the different directions as 

well as the presiding deities of the forest, and then he headed towards the direction 

where Lord Ram, who was like Rahu for the symbolic Moon represented by Ravana, 
1+2 

was ~. (6) 


When Ravana found that Sita was alone (and the hermitage was left unprotected after 
Laxman went away), he approached disguised as a mendicant. (7) 


It is a wondrous thing that he whose fear caused the gods and the demons alike to be 
so sore affright and tremble that they weren’t able to sleep in the night and eat food 
during the daytime, --- (8) 


---That same ten-headed Ravana should be so scared out of his wits that he would 
approach the hermitage with unsure steps out of fear, surreptitiously like a terrified 
dog, glancing to the right and to the left, as he neared the place. (9) 


Oh the lord of birds (khagésa)’! It is like the case of one stepping on a wrong and 
immoral path, because no sooner one does so when one loses self-confidence, for 
one’s body fails in its natural vigour, one’s intellect fails him, and one’s inherent 
strength too leaves him (even as he staggers and struts and stumbles to move forward 
in an awkward way). 

[To wit, as soon as one tries to do anything unrighteous and inauspicious, his 
inner-self will revolt instantly; his inner-voice of conscience tells him that he is about 
to do something that is wrong. It is another matter that more often than not a man 
tends to overlook this natural warning of his inner-consciousness, and goes ahead 
with his evil designs, only to land himself in a grave peril.] (10) 


[Note—'Rahu was a demon whose head was severed from his trunk by Lord Vishnu 
during an ancient event that occurred at the time when the celestial ocean was being 
churned by the gods and the demons in search of Amrit, the elixir of immortality. 
Since Rahu was betrayed by the Moon and the Sun Gods, and since he had already 
drunk some Amrit which prevented his death, he was given a boon by the creator 
Brahma that he would periodically devour Moon and Sun to satisfy his hunger as well 
as to take revenge upon these two Gods for betraying him. 
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So, Rahu devours the disc of the full moon and the sun from time to time, and 
this, according to mythology, is the cause of the lunar and the solar eclipses 
respectively. But since his neck was cut off, the moon and the sun gradually emerge 
from this severed end of the head; this ends the eclipse. 

In this metaphor, Ravana is the moon, and Lord Ram is the Rahu who would 
soon overcome Ravana’s might and virtually eclipse him. But even as the glory of the 
Moon and the Sun are restored soon after the eclipse, Lord Ram would restore the 
glory of Ravana by granting him an exalted state of bliss and beatitude by liberating 
his soul from the sinful body of a demon and gracing it with deliverance, 
emancipation and salvation. 

In this story of Rahu and the Moon, it was the Moon who had caused offense 
to Rahu by betraying him; Rahu was simply squaring up the account. So also in this 
case, it is Ravana who will cause offense to Lord Ram by stealing his wife Sita, and 
Lord Ram will simply teach him a lesson. 

Another similarity is this: Rahu devours a full Moon; so Lord Ram will now 
slay Ravana when the vessel of his sins and cruelty has become full to the brim. 


? Though it is not mentioned here but at the time of leaving Sita, Laxman had drawn a 
circle around the hermitage and invoked some powerful Mantras to make the area 
within this circle absolutely safe. When Ravana, who was disguised as a mendicant, 
could not enter this firewall of security around the hermitage, he had prevailed upon 
Sita to step out of it in order to give him alms; since Sita could not break tradition by 
refusing a mendicant alms, she stepped out of this circle, and scarcely had she done so 
then Ravana grabbed her. 

We learn about Laxman drawing this circle of firewall of security when 
Mandodari, the wife of Ravana, talks about it when she sternly admonishes her 
husband for not having the guts to cross even a circle marked on the ground by 
Laxman while he bragged of bringing Sita and now is daring to take the two brothers 
head-on in a fight to the finish. Why did he not dare to cross Laxman’s circle if he had 
all the might and powers he boasts of so much? Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka 
Kand, Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 36; and Geetawali, Lanka Kand, 
stanza no. 6 of verse no. 1. 


*It ought to be noted here that the story of Ram Charit Manas has a number of 
narrators. One such narrator was the crow-saint Kaagbhusund who was approached by 
the “lord of the birds", i.e. Garud, the mount of Lord Vishnu, for he wanted to hear 
the divine story of Lord Ram. 

This narration forms the major part of the second half of the seventh Canto 
called Uttar Kand. Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, Chaupai line no. 2 that 
precedes Doha no. 58—to Doha no. 125. This story has been published by this author 
in English as an independent book titled *Kaagbhusund Ramayan".] 
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taba ravana nija rupa dekhava. bha'i sabhaya jaba nama sunava. 13. 


The fake mendicant (i.e. Ravana in disguise) told her (Sita) many fascinating tales 
which he weaved on the spur of the moment; he tried to influence her by invoking a 
variety of means using the principles of politics, fear and affection. (11) 


Sita became alarmed at the indiscretion of the mendicant!; she chided him, saying, 
‘Listen oh mendicant! You talk like a wicked fellow.’ (12) 


At that instant, Ravana showed his true form. When he told her his real name, she 
became sore frightened’. (13) 


[Note— Ravana went on talking and talking endlessly without invitation. His 
behaviour was quite unbecoming of a true mendicant who would talk not more than 
what is absolutely essential. Besides this, no mendicant would approach a lonely lady 
and indulge in unwanted story telling; it does not behoove of a mendicant to talk 
sweetly to a lady while she is alone, showing undue interest in her and trying to 
arouse her interest in himself. This highly odd behaviour aroused Sita's suspicion. But 
she should have used more discretion; she should not have rebuked him so openly but 
should have waited quietly to give time to Lord Ram and Laxman to come back. 

But it was not to be so; it was destined that she would be stolen by Ravana as 
it would become the cause for the elimination of the demons. This was the reason why 
Sita lost her patience and failed to exercise self-restraint. 


?Sita had not seen Ravana earlier, but she had heard of his name. So when Ravana 
revealed his true form of a demon, Sita had little fear of him as she had seen demons 
earlier during her journey through the forest and was acquainted with such terrible 
forms. She had no fear of ordinary demons as she had seen many being killed by Lord 
Ram single-handedly. But of course the name ‘Ravana’ was something different, for 
he was no ordinary demon. She had heard of his immense strength, ferocity and 
pervert nature; so as soon as he uttered his name it sent a chill down the spine of Sita.] 
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kaha sita dhari dhiraju garha. a'i gaya'u prabhu rahu khala tharha. 14. 
jimi haribadhuhi chudra sasa caha. bha'esi kalabasa nisicara naha. 15. 
sunata bacana dasasisa risana. mana mahum carana bandi sukha mana. 16. 


Sita mustered a lot of courage and boldly told Ravana, *Wait a little you wicked 
fellow, for the Lord is just about to come back. (14) 


Oh the king of demons; just like a vile rabbit covets the lioness which surely invites 
its death, so are you impaled by your own death. [To wit, by eying me with ill 
intentions, you are surely inviting your own death just like the wretched rabbit who is 
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sure to die if it tries dirty tricks with a lioness. Wait till my Lord Ram comes back to 
teach you a good lesson.]’ (15) 


Hearing these words of stern rebuke, the ten-headed Ravana became very angry. But 
internally he bowed at the feet of Sita and felt very glad (that finally the opportunity 
has arrived for which he had been waiting for so long—which is to get himself killed 
by Lord Ram and free his soul from the cage of his evil demon body, enabling it to 
find deliverance, emancipation and salvation)". (16) 


[Note—'It ought to be noted here that Ravana had bowed to Sita mentally, but 
externally he maintained the show of anger and vengeance. Even Marich had adopted 
this attitude. And we will read later on that like Marich, Lord Ram had granted the 
soul of Ravana the ultimate destination by accepting it as a part of his own Self; this 
happened when the soul of Ravana emerged in the form of a brilliant shaft of light at 
the time of his death to enter the body of Lord Ram. Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka 
Kand, Chaupai line no. 9 that precedes Doha no. 103. 

Not only Ravana, all the demon warriors who were killed in the war too found 
salvation—refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 9-10 that 
precede Doha no. 114. 

The question arises: Why did Ravana maintain the external façade of hostility 
with Lord Ram? Well, he had to pay attention to his domestic constituency consisting 
of the demon race, which was very irrational and haughty in its behaviour, and had 
never learnt to have mercy and reasoning in its dealing with other creatures. If he was 
to remain in charge of the demons and force them to owe their allegiance to him, 
which he had managed more by fear than having actual loyalty, it was imperative that 
he himself act fiercely and without compromise. 

Say, what huge gossip would do the rounds if he does not take revenge for his 
sister's deformation; what face would he show the demons if he shies from punishing 
a human being for the audacity of challenging his might? Any overt sign of surrender 
or fear of impending death by him will send a wrong signal to the rest of the demons, 
and as these fellows feared Ravana only because he was merciless and unforgiving 
and will do them to death if they refuse to toe his line, once they learn that he has 
been frightened by someone then all the demons warriors will lose the fear of him, 
and consequently it would be impossible for him to maintain his grip upon the demon 
race.] 


WO. merda aa Wert ciara Tat SISTE | 
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doha. 
krodhavanta taba ravana linhisi ratha baitha'i. 
cala gaganapatha atura bhayam ratha hamki na ja'i. 28. 


Then, seething with anger and profoundly vexed, Ravana hastily seated Sita on his 
chariot. Then he took to the path of the sky as he scrambled to muster strength to go 
away from that place as fast as he could because he was so scared stiff with fear that 
he was scarcely able to control his chariot during its flight’. (Doha no. 28) 
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[Note—'It is not clear here as to how Ravana had Sita board the chariot. It is not 
mentioned that “he grabbed her by the hand”. So how did he manage to put Sita on 
the chariot? The answer is found in Adhyatma Ramayan of Veda Vyas—where it is 
said that “Ravana used his long nails to scoop up the earth from below Sita’s feet and 
then placed her on the chariot like one transfers a plant from one place to another”. 
Refer: Adhyatma Ramayan, Aranya Kand, Canto 7, verse nos. 51-52. 

And why was he angry? It is because Sita had called him a “wretched rabbit 
eying a lioness”, and “to wait till Lord Ram comes back to teach him a lesson in 
propriety”. This was an affront on his ego and self-respect, something that would be 
too much for any man worth his salt to tolerate. 

Why was he so utterly vexed and confounded that he could not even drive his 
chariot properly? It is because he was unsure of his fate; he did not know if his actions 
were right or wrong, and what the consequences of his deeds would be. This doubt 
lingered in his mind and perplexed him from the beginning when Supernakha had 
asked him to revenge her humiliation. Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, 
Chaupai line nos. 1-6 that precede Doha no. 23. 

Ravana was in such a hurry to get out from the place that his chariot swung 
madly to the right and the left as he kept pressing forward at full tilt. He had come 
quietly, but now he was roaring and yelling as he fled in terror, as fast as the 
unhindered path of the sky would allow him to move ahead. ] 
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caupa’. 


ha jaga ēka bira raghuraya. kehim aparadha bisarehu daya. 1. 

arati harana sarana sukhadayaka. ha raghukula saroja dinanayaka. 2. 
ha lachimana tumhara nahim dosa. so phalu paya'um kinhe'um rosa. 3. 
bibidha bilapa karati baidéhi. bhuri krpa prabhu dūri sanéhi. 4. 

bipati mori ko prabhuhi sunava. purodasa caha rasabha khava. 5. 

sita kai bilapa suni bhari. bha'e caracara jiva dukhari. 6. 


Sita wailed and grieved woefully as Ravana was taking her away forcibly on his 
chariot. She lamented thus: *Oh the brave Lord of the Raghu family (bira raghuraya) 
who has no match anywhere in this world (jaga ēka). What is my mistake for which 
you have overlooked your merciful nature by abandoning me? Why have you become 
so stone-hearted? (1) 


You are renowned as the one who eliminates the troubles of those who are tormented; 
you remove the cause of distress of all who take shelter in your holy feet, making 
them happy and contented. 
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Oh Lord who is like the sun for the lotus flower symbolizing the race of king 
Raghu’! 

['To wit, just as the sun makes the lotus open its petals and bloom, Lord Ram 
lends glory and fame to the entire family descending from the ancient king Raghu of 
Ayodhya. Lord Ram is like the sun with respect to the family of king Raghu as his 
mere presence makes the whole family happy and proud at having such an excellent 
Lord as one of its illustrious members.] (2) 


Alas Laxman; it is not your fault at all, for I have got the bitter fruit of becoming 
angry at you for no rhyme or reason’. 

[ Laxman; please forgive me that I spoke to you in a harsh tone when you 
were reluctant to leave me alone in the forest, especially when Lord Ram had himself 
given specific instructions to this effect. Now I am being punished for my 
indiscretion; why and how could you be blamed for my misfortunes when you had but 
little choice against my impertinence? So forgive me.]’ (3) 


In this way, Vaidehi* (the daughter of Vaideha, the king of Janakpur; ie. Sita) 
lamented and grieved gravely at her misfortunes. She talked to herself, ‘The dear 
Lord (prabhu -- sanehi), who is full of mercy (bhuri krpa), has gone far away 
(chasing the decoy deer)’. 

['Once again, how can I blame the Lord also, for it was on my insistence that 
he had gone behind the deer to bring it to me. Alack; Alack! It is me who am to be 
squarely blamed for whatever ill has befallen me, for it was I who had sent Lord Ram 
away from the hermitage, and once again it was I who had forced Laxman also to 
leave me alone at the hermitage. 

*]t is important to note why the word *Vaidehi" has been used for Sita; its 
remarkable. This word literally means *one who has no body; or one who is not aware 
of the existence of his or her physical body'. So this word implies that Sita was so 
overcome with grief that she virtually lost consciousness of her own body as well as 
her surroundings. It also implies that the Sita we are talking about is only a ‘shadowy 
figure', that she does not actually have any physical presence, as the original lady had 
already been entrusted to the care of the Fire God by Lord Ram earlier. Refer: 
Chaupai line nos. 1-4 that precede Doha no. 24 herein above.] (4) 


Will, by any good chance, anyone tell the Lord about my condition; has anyone done 
so yet ? 

Look how an ass is trying to surreptitiously eat (caha rasabha khava) the 
offerings meant for the sacred fire sacrifice (purodasa). 

[‘Sita was so upset that the little time that elapsed seemed like too long for her, 
for she wondered if some good soul who had witnessed her being taken away by 
Ravana would have met Lord Ram and Laxman and told them about the misfortune 
that had suddenly befallen her. Or that soon someone will do so if yet not done 
already. This will help the Lord to come to her aid forthwith, and perchance he may 
reach her in time it is possible that he would kill her tormentor and liberate her from 
his clutches. But who knows what has happened? 

Laxman had entrusted Sita's safety in the hands of the various patron deities 
of the forest and the directions at the time of leaving her. Refer: Chaupai line no. 6 
that precedes Doha no. 28 herein above. So Sita hopes that someone amongst them 
would tell Lord Ram and Laxman what had happened to her. 
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She was wailing loudly; so it was her intention that in case no one near the 
hermitage tells Lord Ram about her abduction perhaps out of their fear of Ravana, 
then at least some amongst them would now take pity on her when they hear her 
wailings, and gather enough courage to at least quietly tell the Lord what had 
happened in his absence. 

We shall read below in Chaupai line no. 8 that Sita uses another deprecating 
metaphor to snub Ravana; it is as follows: “Alas; a barbarian is trying to eat the 
offerings meant for the sacred fire of the sacrifice, thereby attempting to defile it.” 

Here, Ravana is the ‘ass’ or the ‘barbarian’, and Sita is like the ‘offering made 
for the sacred cause’ of the gods, which was to ensure elimination of the demons and 
provide security to mother earth and its inhabitants. 

A similar idea is also expressed in Adhyatma Ramayan, Aranya Kand, Canto 
7, verse no. 55.] (5) 


Hearing the loud wailing and woeful cries of Sita, all the creatures, both animate as 
well as inanimate (caracara jiva)°, felt saddened and distressed, for they all 
empathized with her sorrows. 

[^Animate" creatures hear and talk, but who were the ‘inanimate’ ones being 
referred to here? The ‘animate’ beings were the many living beings living in the 
vicinity of the hermitage, such as forest-dwelling sages and hermits as well as the 
birds, animals and other creatures. The ‘inanimate’ beings were the invisible deities of 
the forest and the realm in whose custody Laxman had left Sita, as well as trees and 
creepers who are all deemed to have life in them. Here, all entities in the Lord’s 
creation are being addressed. Some were living beings in traditional sense, and others 
were personified forms of non-living beings such as trees and water bodies, as well as 
the invisible deities.] (6) 
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gidharaja suni arata bani. raghukulatilaka nari pahicani. 7. 

adhama nisacara linhém ja'l. jimi malecha basa kapila ga". 8. 

site putri karasi jani trasa. kariha'um jatudhana kara nasa. 9. 

dhava krodhavanta khaga kaisem. chüta'i pabi parabata kahumi jaisern. 10. 
re re duşta tharha kina hohi. nirbhaya calési na janehi mohi. 11. 


[Now it so happened that Ravana went by the path in the sky that crossed a place 
where lived an old vulture named Jatau. He had been befriended by Lord Ram earlier 
when the Lord was entering into the deep recesses of the forest of Dandak. Refer: 
Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Doha no. 13. 

When Jatau heard and saw Ravana scrambling away fast with a wailing Sita 
aboard his chariot, the old vulture could immediately understand that there was 
something seriously amiss. So he decided to intervene and set Sita free.] 
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The lord of the vultures (gidharaja; Jatau) heard the wailings of Sita, and as he 
looked out to investigate he could perceive immediately that she was indeed the 
honourable wife of the Lord who was the glory of king Raghu's line 
(raghukulatilaka nari; “the wife of Lord Ram"). (7) 


He realized that the contemptible demon was taking her forcibly away like a cow 
known as Kapila that has fallen into the hands of a cruel barbarian (malécha) who is 
forcibly taking her away (to be sacrificed)’. 

['The ‘Kapila’ cow is regarded as a holy animal; she has dark skin of grayish- 
brown hue, and is considered as auspicious. The cruel barbarian takes her away to kill 
her. Here, Sita is like this ‘cow’, and Ravana is the ‘barbarian’. | (8) 


Jatau leapt to defend Sita; he called out aloud to her: ‘Listen daughter Sita; don’t 
worry and do not be afraid. I shall kill this demon straightaway.’ (9) 


The mighty bird lunged forward angrily and with the greatest of agility as if the 
thunderbolt is shot at a huge mountain to break it down. (10) 


He yelled and challenged Ravana, ‘Oh you rascal; oh you wicked fellow (re re 
dusta). Why don’t you stop? You are going away without any fear whatsoever; don’t 
you know me and who I am, and that it is my area of influence that you seem to 
violate with impunity; how dare you do so?” 

[ Say, how dare you cross my path so boldly without regard to my presence; 
how dare you take Sita, whom I regard as my deemed daughter, away so fearlessly, 
with impunity? Hold it; I have decided to teach you a lesson in propriety and good 
manners! 

Don't you know that my name is Jatau, that I am an upholder of Dharma 
(propriety and probity), that I am very strong and able, and that I am a son of the 
legendary sage Kashyap? And that in the absence of the two brothers Ram and 
Laxman, I am the guardian of Sita? Refer: Valmiki’s Ramayan, Aranya Kand, (i) 
Canto 50, verse nos. 3-4; and (11) Canto 14, verse no. 34 respectively. 

I shall immediately fell you from your chariot and slay you like your brother 
Khar had been. Though I am old but don’t be misled by it—for I am able enough to 
trounce you in a fraction of a moment in a duel; don’t have delusions about it. Refer: 
Valmiki’s Ramayan, Aranya Kand, Canto 50, verse nos. 23 and 28; and Canto 51, 
verse no. 30.] (11) 
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avata dekhi krtanta samana. phiri dasakandhara kara anumana. 12. 
ki mainaka ki khagapati ho’. mama bala jana sahita pati so'i. 13. 
jana jaratha jatayu eha. mama kara tiratha chamdihi deha. 14. 


When the ten-shouldered Ravana (dasakandhara) observed the mighty bird dashing 
towards him like the death-god himself personified, he faltered in his flight, 


331 


wondering as to who he might be. He turned back to see who his attacker was, and 
began to make guesses. (12) 


‘Who is this? Is he Mt. Mainak in a personified form'; or is he the Lord of the Birds 
(known as ‘Garud’, the mount of Lord Vishnu)? Now, perchance he is the latter, then 
he must be aware of my stupendous strength as much as his own Lord (Vishnu) 
knows about it’. 

[ Mount Mainak is a huge mountain. When Indra, the king of gods, ran to hide 
from Ravana, he had taken shelter in this mountain. Besides this, Mainak was once 
attacked by Indra who shot his Vajra (thunderbolt) at it; at that time Mainak had 
hidden under the surface of the ocean to escape the strike of the thunderbolt and get 
reduced to rubble. So by invoking Mainak, Ravana implies that this legendary 
Mountain is well aware of his might; so there is no chance of Mainak (i.e. personified 
form of Mt. Mainak or its patron deity) risking his own safety by showing the 
audacity to confront Ravana of whom even Indra is scared stiff. 

?To wit, Ravana thought to himself thus: “If my detractor is Garud, the mount 
of Lord Vishnu, then he also surely knows how strong and invincible I am, for his 
own master, Lord Vishnu, knows everything about me. He is therefore expected to 
avoid me as he knows that I have subdued all the gods, and none amongst them ever 
dare to confront me. In this case this fellow is inviting calamity upon himself by 
confronting me; he and his lord Vishnu would together regret for this misconceived 
sense of dare-devilry that by some misadventure Garud seems eager to show."] (13) 


When Ravana discovered upon close observation that his attacker was the old vulture 
Jatau’, he sneered sarcastically and joked, ‘This poor fellow seems to be in the throes 
of death for he has decided to die at my hands like a person willingly submits to die in 
a pilgrim place.’ 

[The age of Jatau was approximately sixty-thousand years at that time. Refer: 
Valmiki Ramayan, Aranya Kand, Canto 50, verse no. 20.] (14) 
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sunata gidha krodhatura dhava. kaha sunu ravana mora sikhava. 15. 
taji janakihi kusala grha jahü. nahim ta asa ho'ihi bahubahü. 16. 
rama rosa pavaka ati ghora. ho'ihi sakala salabha kula tora. 17. 


When the vulture heard the insinuating words of Ravana (Chaupai line no. 14 herein 
above) that were insulting to the extreme, his fury knew no bounds; he dashed 
forward with full ferocity ignited by anger, exclaiming with vehement indignation, 
*Oh Ravana, pay attention to my sane advice. (15) 


Leave Janak’s daughter (Sita; *janaki") alone and go back home safely. [It is for your 
own good.] For otherwise, oh the one with multiple arms (“bahubahu”; so-called as 
Ravana had twenty arms, ten on each side of the body)', it would happen that --- (16) 
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--- In the fierce fire ignited by Lord Ram’s anger symbolized by the powerful arrows 
shot by him, your entire family and the race over which you rule would burn to ashes 
like insects that get roasted in the scorching flame of a lighted lamp; so beware!” (17) 


[Note—'Ravana was very proud of his twenty arms, and on different occasions he had 
boasted of their might and invincibility. Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, (i) 
Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 10; (ii) Chaupai line nos. 3-5 that precede 
Doha no. 28; (iii) Chaupai line nos. 1-4 that precede Doha no. 25; Sundar Kand, 
Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 41. 

So this is why Jatau chose to tease him by citing his multiple arms, in effect 
telling him that the part of his body of which he has been so proud of would afford 
him no protection against Lord Ram’s wrath. 


“Insects get attracted to the flame of a lighted oil lamp or a candle. They dance around 
the flame only to get burnt to death. Here, Jatau warns Ravana that instead of the him 
(Jatau) courting death by interfering with Ravana and trying to stop him from 
whisking Sita away, it is he (Ravana) who willfully lights the flame that would burn 
not only him alone but his entire clan to death. He would be well advised to pay heed 
and leave Sita alone here and now; for otherwise he is embracing sure and certain 
death even as insects that gather around a flame of a lighted lamp soon burn to death. 
In this metaphor, Lord Ram’s anger represented by the arrows shot by him during the 
war to free Sita would be like the ‘flame of the lighted lamp’, and Ravana and the rest 
of the demons would be like the ‘horde of insects that get pulled towards this flame 
only to get scorched to death’. 

Similar allusion to the demons dying in hordes like insects burning to death 
around a flame has been cited elsewhere also in Ram Charit Manas. For instance, in 
Sundar Kand, Doha no. 15, Hanuman cites the same metaphor to assure Sita that soon 
the demons would burn to death by the fire symbolized by the arrows shot angrily by 
Lord Ram like so many insects who jump to their death by dancing near the flame. 

In Valmiki’s Ramayan, an identical assertion is made by Jatau: refer— 
Valmiki Ramayan, Aranya Kand, Canto 50, verse no. 16.] 


SAS A Ad TAM HIST | eS Titer erat SHAT SHraT g N 
ata feror are ate fire 1 tate vies virer uter fee ge N 
Gers Ait fenfu Set (SS UH VS TSS dll Roll 

qa Heber Prat Rares (enrefur UTA HUTT PAT ii 39 Ui 
aA dur UT enr ret Vara wa a staat HAT I 3 I 


utaru na déta dasanana jodha. tabahim gidha dhava kari krodha. 18. 
dhari kaca biratha kinha mahi gira. sitahi rakhi gidha puni phira. 19. 
cocanha mari bidaresi dehi. danda ēka bha'i murucha tehr. 20. 

taba sakrodha nisicara khisi'ana. karhesi parama karala krpana. 21. 
katesi pankha para khaga dharani. sumiri rama kari adabhuta karani. 22. 


When the ten-headed warrior (Ravana; *dasanana jodha") did not reply or pay any 
heed to the vulture (gidha"; Jatau), the latter angrily rushed towards him. (18) 
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He (Jatau) caught hold of Ravana by his hair, and pulled him off the chariot; Ravana 
fell on the ground. Then the vulture Jatau took Sita away to keep her safely (at his 
own place), and returned swiftly to face Ravana. (19) 


He (Jatau) began tearing at Ravana’s body fiercely and rapidly with his sharp pointed 
beaks, resulting in the demon getting so seriously wounded that for about an hour 
(danda ēka) he lost his consciousness and fainted on the ground’. (20) 


When by-and-by the demon Ravana regained his consciousness, he was seething in 
anger; he vehemently drew out his terrible sword. (21) 


And with that horrifying sword he cut-off the poor vulture’s wings so that the latter 
fell down on the ground. The Bird invoked Lord Ram and his mysterious and strange 
ways (that had prevented Jatau from saving Sita)”. (22) 


[Note—'We note that Jatau had not attacked Ravana directly on the first occasion 
itself, for first he tried to stop him, then he tried to reason with him, explaining the 
grave danger Ravana is inviting upon his entire race by kidnapping Sita and 
attempting to persuade him to leave her alone, and finally Jatau attacked only when 
Ravana neglected him completely, paying no heed to him, and instead sneered at him 
saying that the bird wished to die at his hands. 

Jatau could have hit Ravana in his eyes to make him blind, but the demon had 
ten heads and therefore twenty eyes; so it was impossible to blind him completely. 
The easiest way to make him fall from the chariot was to hover over his head and 
catch hold of his hairs and pull him off the vehicle like a folk-lift truck picks up a car, 
and then dash him on the ground. 


^Jatau was crest-fallen and dismayed at the turn of events. He wondered at the 
mysterious ways of the Supreme Lord and marveled at the way Providence 
determines a creature's destiny; for though he had almost been successful in rescuing 
Sita yet destiny wanted something different as it prevailed by forcing him to become 
helpless by cutting his wings so that Ravana would manage to take Sita away. Jatau 
realized that perhaps, and in all likeliness, this was the wish of the Supreme Lord as it 
may have something to do with his divine play and the fulfillment of the Lord's 
divine mission of which he wasn't aware of. Now nothing more could be done; with 
his wings cut, the poor Jatau was completely helpless to help Sita. 

Jatau also marveled at the fact that Ravana had not cut-off his head to kill him 
on the spot, but only left him immobile by chopping-off his wings. Surely this was 
also due for some great cause that is yet to be fulfilled. Slowly and steadily Jatau 
pondered over the whole affair and came to the conclusion that since nothing happens 
in this world without the Lord's wishes, it surely means that he was left wounded to 
live till Lord Ram comes his way searching for Sita. At that time it will be his honour 
and privilege to tell the Lord about Sita's abductor and of the direction she has been 
taken away. Besides it, Jatau thought that it would grant him a last chance of meeting 
and paying his respects to the Supreme Lord before his death, and surely this would 
not have been possible had Ravana killed him by cutting his head. So his wounds 
were indeed a blessing in disguise; the sufferings he would have to endure till the 
Lord comes there would be like a Tapa (penance) for him; it would entitle him to 
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attain final emancipation and salvation that generally Tapa rewards its practitioner 
with. 

When Jatau understood the significance of his not instantly being killed but 
getting only wounded, he began, without wasting time, meditating upon the holy 
name of Lord Ram, which he knew was a great spiritual formula that helps the soul of 
a creature to find deliverance and emancipation. This is clearly hinted in the wording 
of this stanza as it says: “Sumiri rama”; i.e. ‘remembering Lord Ram’. So in these 
final moments, Jatau stopped regretting his failure in stopping Ravana from taking 
Sita away as it was the wish of the Lord himself, but instead he concentrated his mind 
to remember the divine form and holy name of Lord Ram to ensure for himself 
spiritual welfare and a glorious destiny. ] 
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sitahi jana carha'i bahori. cala uta'ila trasa na thori. 23. 

karati bilapa jati nabha sita. byadha bibasa janu mrgi sabhita. 24. 

giri para baithe kapinha nihari. kahi hari nama dinha pata dari. 25 
ehi bidhi sitahi so lai gaya'ü. bana asoka mahami rakhata bhaya'ü. 26. 


Ravana lifted Sita once again on the chariot and ran away from there as fast as he 
could, as he was very agitated and terrified with fear’. 

['Ravana feared for the worst; he feared that by some signal Jatau may call his 
peers and friends to come immediately to his aid and attack the demon; he also feared 
that if he wasted more time then it may be possible that even Lord Ram and Laxman 
would come there hurrying after him in hot pursuit as soon as they would discover 
that Sita has been abducted.] (23) 


Sita lamented and grieved very sorely as she was being taken through the path of the 
sky; her condition was as pitiful and helpless as a terrified deer that is being taken 
away by a lion. (24) 


On the way she saw some monkeys sitting on the top of a mountain, whereupon she 
uttered loud the name of Lord Hari (i.e. Lord Ram) and dropped some pieces of her 
garment". 

[ These monkeys were Sugriv and his companions such as Hanuman, Jamvant 
etc. They lived atop a mountain on the outskirts of Kishkindha, the monkey kingdom. 
Later on, when Lord Ram was wandering in the forest searching for Sita, he would 
come to this place. Then the Lord would befriend Sugriv and others; at that time these 
monkey warriors would tell the Lord of what they had seen about Sita being taken 
away through the sky by a miscreant. The Lord would be shown these pieces of 
clothes as identification tokens, and he would be convinced of the authenticity of the 
story narrated by the monkeys and also of Sita's identity. Refer: Ram Charit Manas, 
Kishkindha Kand, Chaupai line nos. 3-8 that precede Doha no. 5.] (25) 
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In this way, he (Ravana) took Sita away and held her captive in his royal garden 
called ‘Ashok Van’ (bana asoka mahani rakhata bhaya'ü). 

[This garden was so called for two reasons. One is that it was so pleasant that 
it removed the sorrows of all those who came to visit it. And the second reason is that 
it had large Ashoka trees that gave ample shade; it was under one such leafy tree 
where Sita was seated. 

Ravana was so much agitated that he did not pay attention to the tell-tale signs 
that Sita left on the way. He couldn’t realize that these tokens that she is felling would 
lead Lord Ram hot on his trail.] (26) 


ao. aft ur ret ag fare we ate vita qur | 
We Saleh Uae aT TSR AT RT Hl 9$ (95 ) I 
wie fata nue epi aT ats wer STA | 
at ofa Get Uke st vefa vefa SATA 328 (33) 
doha. 


hari para khala bahu bidhi bhaya aru priti dekha'i. 
taba asoka padapa tara rakhisi jatana kara'i. 29 (a). 
jehi bidhi kapata kuranga samga dha'i cale $rirama. 
so chabi sita rakhi ura ratati rahati harinama. 29 (b). 


That wicked fellow (Ravana) tried all his best tricks employing fear and affection in 
an attempt to make Sita yield to him, but he failed miserably. So ultimately he left her 
to be seated under the shade of a great Ashoka tree, and made adequate arrangement 
for her security’. (Doha no. 29-a) 


Meanwhile, Sita remembered the last vision she saw of Lord Ram—the fascinating 
view of the Lord going behind the decoy deer—and enshrined it inside her heart, 
meditating on it and repeating the name of Lord Ram (as a means of survival). (Doha 
no. 29-b) 


[Note— Ravana made proper arrangement for Sita and her security. He appointed an 
old demoness named Trijata to look after her. In due course of time, Trijata became 
Sita's confidante and close companion. When other demoness tried to tease Sita, 
Trijata would warn them to leave her alone. She was also the medium by which Sita 
would come to learn of the developments once the war to free her broke out. These 
facts have been narrated in Lanka Kand. 

Refer: Ram Charit Manas, (a) Sundar Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1 that precedes 
Doha no. 11—to Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 12; and (b) Lanka Kand, 
Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 99—to Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes 
Doha no. 100.] 
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Section 5.2.2: 


Adhyatma Ramayan 


{The Story of Abduction of Sita by Ravana} 


Now we shall read this episode from Adhyatma Ramayan of Veda Vyas. 


In their principle narration, the versions of Ram Charit Manas and Adhyatma 
Ramayan are almost alike, though they vary in finer details. 

In Adhyatma Ramayan the narration of this particular episode, i.e. of 
Supernakha’s misadventure that resulted in her deformation, and the subsequent 
events that culminated in Ravana abducting Sita, is found in Canto nos. 5-7 of Aranya 
Kand. This version is quite frank in its presentation as compared to the version in 
Ram Charit Manas which observes decorum to quite an extent. So now we shall have 
another flavour of this fascinating story by reading it word-by-word from Adhyatma 
Ramayan, Aranya Kand, Cantos 5-7 as follows: 


(a) Adhyatma Ramayan, Aranya Kand, Canto 5 (Supernakha’s misadventure and her 
punishment; the slaying of the demons Khar and Dushan etc. by Lord Ram; 
Supernakha approaches Ravana to seek retribution):- 


|| Uda: Bot: |l 

off araród sara 

ARa PA AERA ARI eorarasfüvft | 
faddR AeRicd ororzerrorforarí3roft I 9 Il 
vod! diddidks wddcel aua: | 
SpA DA uS A Sordi: Ii 211 
zca paiar URAA | 
ugro A INNRITA ANTA II BII 


i! pañcamah sargah ıı 

Sri mahādeva uvāca 

tasmin kale maharanye raksasi kamarupini | 
vicacara mahasattva janasthananivasint i 111 
ekada gautamitire paficavatyam samipatah | 
padmavajrankusankani padani jagatipateh i 211 
drstva kamaparitatma padasaundaryamohita | 
pa$yanti sa Sanairayadraghavasya nivesanam ıı 3II 
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1-3. Lord Shiva said—‘Oh Parvati! At that time, there used to roam about freely in 
that dense forest a demoness who was very strong and could assume any form she 
wished (1). 

Once, near the banks of the Gomti river near Panchvati she saw the marks of 
the feet of Sri Ram on the ground having the signs (linings) of lotus, Bajra and goad 
on them. She was enchanted by them and overcome by lust and passion; she followed 
those pug-marks and slowly, surreptitiously reached his hermitage (2-3). 


aq A di 231TorTel Uren 218 Aer | 
DoS 214i EXA DAAA I vil 
ASRİ wad Ure PRI cd op: PAA | 
«CDI sicldeenel: anew feb Asq it AS I VI 


tatra sa tam ramanatham sitaya saha samsthitam | 
kandarpasadr$am ramam drstva kamavimohita 11 411 
raksasi raghavam praha kasya tvam kah kimasrame | 
yukto jatavalkaladyaih sadhyam kim te'tra me vada ıı 511 


4-5. Reaching there, she saw Ramanath (Lord Ram) who looked as beauteous as 
Kamdeo-cupid as he sat alongside Sita. Being overcome by passion (4), Supernakha 
said to the Lord: *Whose (son or husband) are you? What is your name? Why do you 
stay in this forest attired in clothes made of birch (bark of tree) and matted hairs etc.? 
What do you wish to receive, gain or achieve by staying here? Tell me that (5). 


aS AGURA offal ARË Prf | 
API ASARI AdURA ASICHOL: || SI 
III BSA III TARINA DIA | 

Us Gd d A Ud AAAS CAFS I VII 
cdi g afeaferceanfel dg A agai az | 
AAE AAAA: Aa: I0 ell 


aham sUrpanakha nama raksasi kamarüpini | 

bhagini raksasendrasya ravanasya mahatmanah ıı 611 
kharena sahita bhratra vasamyatraiva kanane | 

rajna dattam ca me sarvam munibhaksa vasamyaham ıı 711 
tvam tu veditumicchami vada me vadatam vara | 

tamaha ramanamahamayodhyadhipateh sutah ıı 81 


6-8. I am Supernakha, the sister of king of demons, Ravana. I can assume any 
beautiful form (or can become as beautiful as Kamdeo-cupid himself) (6). 

I stay with my brother Khar in this forest. The king (Ravana) has granted me 
the right over this whole forest. (Hence, as is my wont as a demoness) I eat hermits 
who live here (7). 
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Oh the one who appears to be an excellent speaker (vadatam vara)! I want to 
know about you, so do tell me about yourself.’ 

Then the Lord replied to her, ‘I am the son of the king of Ayodhya; his name 
is Dasrath, and my name is Ram (8). 


RUT À Yost arri 2flar ororoborfocolt | 

A g Wel Poker À cigavisciayocz: il ell 
feb pee à arr qfà wre saoryoch | 

sfct Ustad: 9[car Pract ASA II oll 
VS 2121 He Brel 241a BIRDA | 

MIS of ATAA erp CAI PAAVIA II 9 91i 


esa me sundari bharya sita janakanandini | 

sa tu bhrata kaniyan me laksmano'tivasundarah ıı 911 

kim krtyam te maya brühi karyam bhuvanasundari I 

iti ramavacah $rutva kamarta sabravididam i 1011 

ehi rama maya sardham ramasva girikanane I 

kamartaham na $aknomi tyaktum tvam kamaleksanam ıı 1111 


9-11. This beautiful lady is my wife, her name is Sita, while that most handsome and 
charming youth is my younger brother Laxman (9). 

Oh Tribhuvan Sundari (i.e. one who is the most beautiful in all the three 
sections of the world, the heaven, the earth and the nether world). Tell me what I can 
do for you?’ 

Hearing these words of Sri Ram, Supernakha who was bitten by the lust-bug, 
wistfully said (10): “Oh Sri Ram! Come to a mountain cave and enjoy yourself with 
me. At this time I am lustful, passionate and sexually excited, so I cannot leave 
(spare) you who are lotus-eyed.’ (11). 


wa: etai eA uesror 21f3araergdia | 
aret atau Denoi fara arorurfsroft i gell 
cd q 21TucovIg:xlor Mel FARA Yoske | 
IRRA AA yal AZAS 3192: II ?31I 
adged afd ufcrdola 2793 | 

SIDI SAV Qe ufciét ara Aos Il vil 
MARIS UDA AFAICHAISE A fer | 
SUS US AA crgami DAAA | VI 


ramah sitam kataksena pa$yan sasmitamabravit | 
bharya mamaisa kalyani vidyate hyanapayint i1 121 
tvam tu sapatnyaduhkhena katham sthasyasi sundari i 
bahiraste mama bhrata laksmano'tiva sundarah ıı 131 
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tavanurüpo bhavita patistenaiva saficara | 

ityukta laksmanam praha patirme bhava sundara i 1411 
bhraturajnam puraskrtya sangacchavo'dya ma ciram | 
ityaha raksasi ghora laksmanam kamamohita ıı 1511 


12-15. Then Sri Ram indicated towards Sita with a sideways glance and said, ‘Oh the 
beautiful one! My wife is present; abandoning her is impossible (12). While she is 
alive, how can you live your life burning in the jealousy of having a competitor (or a 
co-wife)? My most handsome younger brother Laxman is present outside the 
hermitage (13). He can be your worthy husband. You should roam and enjoy yourself 
with him (in the forests and mountains).’ 

When Sri Ram had said this, the fierce demoness Supernakha, who was 
overcome by passion and excited by libido, approached Laxman and tried to cajole 
him, saying, ‘Oh the beautiful one! Obey your brother and become my husband. Let 
you and me move around together; don't delay in this.’ (14-15). 


Mss SAU: Afè croisé Aer eiaa: | 
SRI arfdeerf3r cd g ddl ga of IPA I 8 EI 
ada oes 1G A A g PIRATA: | 

ACCA YORI GEART || 8 VIl 
Haig feparel ari ARRARAS: | 
sorida at stai agren Adley: I lcl 


tāmāha laksmanah sadhvi daso'ham tasya dhimatah | 
dasi bhavisyasi tvam tu tato duhkhataram nu kim ıı 161 
tameva gaccha bhadram te sa tu rajakhilesvarah | 
tacchrutva punarapyagadraghavam dustamanasa ıı 1711 
krodhadrama kimartham mam bhramayasyanavasthitah 1 
idanimeva tam sitam bhaksayami tavagratah ıı 181 


16-18. He (Laxman) replied to her, ‘Oh seeker of love! I am but a humble servant of 
wise Sri Ram. By making me your husband, you too shall have to become his maid 
servant. What more sorrowful, humiliating and insulting can anything else be for you? 
(16). You be blessed! You should go to him for he is our Lord.’ 

Hearing this, that wicked demoness became peeved and came back to Raghav 
(Sri Ram) (17), and said menacingly, 'Oh Sri Ram! You are fickle minded. Why do 
you make me run here and there? If Sita is a hurdle (and you are reluctant to accept 
my proposal because of her, then I shall eat her instantly, right here in front of you (so 
as to remove her from the path of our matrimony).’ (18). 


scqacdl fa@crHni ororébiroremrate | 
AÀ WIS AFGR UIT AL II 9 ell 
fares ofa PÙ a Ag crafaapat: | 
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ddl aRedfet weal Sl€Rrpaygaa II 201l 
Hoodlol UUIdI9] WII USUI | 
fopstafófer aes Wa: WAASR: Il 2211 
cold PRARI cd areltdeplojateiotr | 

dg À d afereerifar DAPA storied I 2211 


ityuktva vikatakara janakimanudhavati | 

tato ramajfiaya khadgamadaya parigrhya tam ıı 1911 
ciccheda nasam karnau ca laksmano laghuvikramah | 
tato ghoradhvanim krtva rudhiraktavapurdrutam ıı 2011 
krandamana papatagre kharasya parusaksara I 
kimetaditi tamaha kharah kharataraksarah i 2111 
kenaivam karitasi tvam mrtyorvaktranuvartina | 

vada me tam vadhisyami kalakalpamapi ksanat ii 2211 


19-22. Saying this, Supernakha assumed a ferocious form and lunged towards Sita. 
Then on the instructions of Sri Ram, Laxman swiftly caught her and using a sword 
(19), chopped-off her nose and ears. Then, making a terrible noise and drenched in 
blood (20), she hurriedly went and fell down in front of Khar (her brother), shrieking 
horribly as she fell. Seeing her distressed condition, Khar was taken aback; he said 
with an astonished voice that was shrill to reveal his emotions of utter dismay, *What 
is the matter? (21). Oh, which rascal has dared to do this to you and wish to go in the 
mouth (jaws) of death? Just tell me—even if he is as strong as Kaal (death), I shall kill 
him in a moment (to avenge for what he has done to you).’ (22). 


AAE Ast Wa: HAARR: | 

qusc frater pdo eitarastae II 231 
Aldi padosa Il dolia Alea: | 

aie cd peod RI RISK ofS at Ra evil 
kd SR ura asriat ygaict | 

oil deol ufsceroer AURA AAG || NII 


tamaha raksasi ramah sitalaksmanasamyutah | 
dandakam nirbhayam kurvannaste godavaritate i| 231 
mamevam krtavanstasya bhrata tenaiva coditah | 
yadi tvam kulajato'si viro'si jahi tau ripü n 241 
tayostu rudhiram pasye bhaksayaitau sudurmadau | 
no cetpranan parityajya yasyami yamasadanam ıı 2511 


23-25. Then the demoness Supernakha said to him, ‘Sri Ram along with Sita and 
Laxman stays on the banks of river Godawari in order to make the Dandak forest 
fearless (23). 
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At his instigation (or instance), his brother Laxman has made me in this 
horrible condition. If you have honour and dignity of your clan and if you are brave, 
then you should kill those two enemies (24). 

You must eat those two who are wild and intoxicated (i.e. are arrogant with 
their pride, strength and valour) while I shall drink their blood. Otherwise, I shall die 
(of shame) and go to hell.’ (25). 


Tegal CAR gremcaaa: PAoa LCA: | 
AJGA Ase Zu ADANA II eSI 
TSAR AA A CIPS | 

MY fojforarsia guurgla 218121: || WII 

ud 212i «TT: oflz] orrormjs2urterar: | 

grar cpIcireci err Wa: AAAA i Vc 


tacchrutva tvaritam pragatkharah krodhena murcchitah | 
caturdasa sahasrani raksasam bhimakarmanam ıı 2611 
codayamasa ramasya samipam vadhakanksaya | 
kharasca triSira$caiva düsana$caiva raksasah i 2711 
sarve ramam yayuh Sighram nanapraharanodyatah | 
Srutva kolahalam tesam ramah saumitrimabravit i| 281 


26-28. Hearing these words of Supernakha, Khar was furious with anger and 
proceeded from there in haste. He sent a ferocious, most vicious and terrible army of 
fourteen thousand demons (26) to kill Sri Ram. Khar, Dushan and Trishira (27) armed 
themselves with different weapons and reached the spot where Sri Ram was. Hearing 
the tumult caused by their arrival, Sri Ram said to Laxman (28)— 


geid AYT: oret ARA AR: | 
AASIA AEG AE ALM AS II Sll 

efai olea gei sical aq fero arare | 
gogica 2rdlor ARI ARASI: I 31! 
aig ftePdoot acposi MASKRI aaa | 
adf AAR ASA sra RÀ I 321 


$rüyate vipulah Sabdo nünamayanti raksasah | 

bhavisyati mahadyuddham nünamadya maya saha i 2911 
sitam nitva guham gatva tatra tistha mahabala | 
hantumicchamyaham sarvan raksasan ghorarüpinah ıı 301 
atra kificinna vaktavyam Sapito'si mamopari | 

tatheti sitamadaya laksmano gahvaram yayau ii 311 
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29-31. ‘There is a great noise. It appears that the demons are positively coming. It is 
certain that there will be a fierce battle between them and me today (29). So, oh the 
most strong, valorous one, you should take Sita with you and go secure her inside 
some mountain cave (so that the demons don't see her and she is not terrified at the 
spectacle which is about to unfold here shortly). I wish to slay all these ferocious and 
vicious demons today (30). I tell you on oath, don't tell her anything on this subject.’ 
Laxman obediently replied, “As you please’, and took Sita to a mountain cave 


(31). 


WA: URI IGEA TORIGH GA | 
TIRARON agederdissacyg: I1 321 
AA SIr Wen arare? ferfáru: | 
smpn faferquier urerenol urgurorfu |! 33I 
arfor Rr a1aiisfu cficten ICA: ara | 
ddl URIE SCA Aol AAASATSL II 3v 
aR ARI da guui da 2181131 | 

Salat yR Adiold VACA: || 31 


ramah parikaram baddhva dhanuradaya nisthuram | 
tüniravaksayaSarau baddhvayatto'bhavatprabhuh ıı 3211 
tata agatya raksamsi ramasyopari ciksipuh | 

ayudhani vicitrani pasanan padapanapi ii 3311 

tani ciccheda ramo'pi Iilaya tilasah ksanat | 

tato banasahasrena hatva tan sarvaraksasan i 341 
kharam trisirasam caiva düsanam caiva raksasam | 
jaghana praharardhena sarvaneva raghuttamah ıı 3511 


32-35. Then Sri Ram tied his waist-cloth (1.e. readied himself to face his enemies, the 
attacking demons), took the stern, merciless and formidable hard bow and two quivers 
full of arrows that never ended in their numbers (because once shot they would come 
back to the shooter as they were magically charged for such occasions), and became 
ready for battle. [This bow and quivers were given to him by sage Agastya. Refer: 
Adhyatma Ramyan, Aranya Kand, Canto 3, verse nos. 45-46.] (32). 

Then the demons came there and began to shower various weapons and 
armaments, stones, boulders and trees on Sri Ram (33). 

Sri Ram sliced and battered those weapons into minute pieces in a moment as 
if by magic (or by using a mysterious power). After that, having killed those demons 
by shooting thousands of arrows (34), the Lord also slayed Khar, Dushan and 
Trishira. In this manner, the most exalted Raghu (Sri Ram) slayed all those demons in 
‘half a Prahar’ (or 1% hours). [1 Prahar = 3 hours.] (35). 


CASAS ojarareercaftamimomr WA | 
Barcel ASRI EKAI Scilol feVaeaakeA Ii 3£1I 
2ftar Ua AAAG YAooksRAIUST Da | 
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laksmano'pi guhamadhyatsitamadaya raghave | 
samarpya raksasan drstva hatan vismayamayayau ıı 361! 
sita ramam samalingya prasannamukhapankaja | 
Sastravranani cangesu mamarja janakatmaja ii 371 


36-37. Then Laxman brought Sita out of the cave and handed her over to Sri Ram. At 
that time, he (Laxman) was very astonished on seeing all the dead demons (36). 

Janak's daughter Sita embraced her husband with a most delighted face and 
moved her hands (affectionately and with divine healing powers) on the wounds 
inflicted on his body by the arms used by the demons to attack him (37). 


AMY Gard ECA Alol &ror ASR Sora | 
CASH srcdr AmA eprorodt uro2ifooreit | 3c 
AURAI uurcdileeit erfaroft AVA 38121: | 

ERC! Ai WaUI: gre ABIR IRAETA II 391! 


sapi dudrava drstva tan hatan raksasapungavan | 

lankam gatva sabhamadhye krośantī padasannidhau i 381 
ravanasya papatorvyam bhagini tasya raksasah | 

drstva tam ravanah praha bhaginim bhayavihvalam i 3911 


38-39. Seeing all those demons, who were among the best in their clan, dead, 
Supernakha, the sister of demon king Ravana, rushed to Lanka and fell on the ground 
at his feet, weeping and wailing miserably. Seeing his sister so terrified and utterly in 
a state of extreme distress, Ravana was perplexed; he enquired of her (38-39)— 


srol aca cd fdasuaoui Ad | 
Pä MAU AI sg AA GSUIoF AT Il voll 
PAA qfé safle sivlor crat | 
eri agrard cd gara feret: i vl 


uttisthottistha vatse tvam virüpakaranam tava I 

krtam Sakrena va bhadre yamena varunena va ıı 401 
kuberenathava bruhi bhasmikuryam ksanena tam | 
raksasi tamuvacedam tvam pramatto vimudhadhih ıı 4111 


40-41. *Oh daughter, get up (uttisthottistha vatse). Do tell me who has dared to 
deform you? Oh gentle and honourable lady! Is this the work of Indra (king of Gods), 
or who among Yam (God of death), Varun (God of water) (40), or Kuber (God's 
treasurer) has done it? Tell me, I shall reduce him to ashes in a moment.’ 
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Then the demoness replied (strongly admonishing Ravana and rebuking him), 
“You are very indulgent, haughty and a foolish block-head (41). 


UroIT2rcp: Ififafsra: woe: add ARRA | 
drzderfdélorzcd Het arai afd i yell 
WY fered: AsV GRRR | 
AJOA 2183]IfUr ARNO AGIATA | v31l 
Pref gaoa AARP | 
srotzerrorarorqvr Foflon foraiet PaA | 

ol RI ASAA ed MARIÀ II vll 


panasaktah strivijitah sandhah sarvatra laksyase | 
caracaksurvihinastvam katham raja bhavisyasi ii 421 
khara$ca nihatah sankhye düsanastrisirastatha | 
caturdasa sahasrani raksasanam mahatmanam ıı 431 
nihatani ksanenaiva ramenasurasatruna | 
janasthanamasesena muninam nirbhayam krtam | 
na janasi vimudhastvamata eva mayocyate 1 4411 


42-44. You are a drunkard; you are infatuated with and dominated by women (you 
are a womaniser), and you appear impotent in all matters. You do not have the so- 
called four eyes that a prudent king must possess (in the form of spies and informers, 
as well as good and fearless advisors, besides having personal sense of wisdom and 
prudence)—then, how (i.e. for how long) can you remain a king? (42). 

Khar has been killed in the battle while Dushan and Trishira along with 
fourteen thousand of the best of the demon army (43) have been killed by the one who 
is an enemy of demons, that is Sri Ram, in an instant. The whole inhabited area (of the 
forest) has been liberated from demons and made freely accessible and habitable for 
the hermits and sages by him. Inspite of such a havoc taking place in your realm, you 
are still unaware of it. That is why I say you are a total blockhead and a complete 
idiot.’ (44). 


Wav 3dId 
Cl dI AA: Ícbarel ar et ARRI gA: | 
ARIP A AV ACTAA PAREA II YII 


ravana uvaca 
ko va ramah kimartham va katham tenasura hatah | 


samyakkathaya me tesam mulaghatam karomyaham ıı 4511 


45. Ravana retorted, ‘Oh, tell me who that Ram is? Why and how has he killed 
those demons? Tell me everything in detail; I will pierce (spike, chop off, eliminate) 
the root cause of it all.’ (45). 
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guRarard 

SERLIG WA paq oitaettae | 

aq wadddl ofa YRI ANNI II vell 
AA arr Evel Wail raaa: | 
HAER: SA orcTaceocieifüsc: Il vll 
PRIPRA AJANSA creríaer: | 
Aa ARÉ farerrerrett sefüvft RARI I! vell 


Surpanakhovaca 

janasthanadaham yata kadacit gautamitate | 

tatra paficavati nama pura munijanasraya ıı 4611 
tatrasrame maya drsto ramo rajivalocanah | 
dhanurbanadharah $riman jatavalkalamanditah i 4711 
kaniyananujastasya laksmano'pi tathavidhah | 

tasya bharya vi$alaksi rüpini $ririvapara i 4811 


46-48. Supernakha said indignantly, ‘One day I was going from my usual habitat to 
the banks of river Gomti where there is an ancient hermitage inhabited by hermits, 
ascetics and sages. The place is called Panchvati (46). 

In that hermitage I saw Sri Ram the lotus-eyed one, who was attired in matted 
hairs and clothes made from bark of trees (birch), holding a bow and arrow, and who 
is a treasury of beauty (47). 

His younger brother is as beautiful, handsome, charming and attractive as Sri 
Ram, and his broad-eyed wife is also comparable to goddess Laxmi herself in beauty 
and charm (48). 


ódolotIdolIeIToIl Aa Tender | 

Of ENC! Of YA Wolof alot qoi 9an Ii vell 
SMoAITASAEDI A atetiel aaora | 

TISA OA AGI RED AA RIDIA II Voll 
DON d AGRA AAU 21 AGIC: | 
ddisealig: wot Sol RATNA I1 9I 


devagandharvanaganam manusyanam tathāvidhā | 

na drsta na sruta rajan dyotayanti vanam subha ıı 491 
anetumahamudyukta tam bharyartham tavanagha | 
laksmano nama tadbhrata ciccheda mama nasikam ıı 5011 
karnau ca noditastena ramena sa mahabalah | 
tato'hamatiduhkhena rudati kharamanvagam i 511 


49-5]. Oh king! Among the Gods, Gandharvas (celestial musicians), Naags 
(legendary serpents who rule the subterranean world and have near-human forms) and 
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humans etc.—a woman as beautiful and enchanting as that lady has never been ever 
heard of or seen anywhere among them. That auspicious and virtuous lady illuminates 
the whole forest by her beauty, radiance and glow (49). 

Oh Anagh (one who is sinless, faultless and immaculate; one who is 
honourable and respectable)'! I had tried to bring her here to make her your wife, at 
which attempt of mine, Sri Ram's brother Laxman had chopped off my nose (50). 

And then (not satisfied by that, and to add insult to injury), at the behest of Sri 
Ram, the most strong Laxman disfigured me by cutting off my ears too. Then I went 
away, gravely lamenting and weeping distressfully to report the developments to Khar 
(my brother) (51)? 


[Note— It is easy to see how cunning and deceitful Supernakha was. Earlier she had 
heaped all sorts of insults on her brother Ravana (verse 42-44), and now she flaters 
him by calling him “Anagh”, i.e. one who is excellent and without faults. 


“It should be noted how falsehood has been used by Supernakha to instigate and incite 
Ravana. This, along with Manthar's instigation of Kaikeyi at Ayodhya that resulted in 
Lord Ram being sent to fourteen years in exile in the forest, are but two outstanding 
examples of how misinformation or distortion of facts can subvert the mind of even 
the most wise persons and cause horrible consequences. The moral is to verify the 
facts first hand before jumping to conclusions, and more dangerously, to act upon 
these twisted, self-serving, spiced-up bits of information without due application of 
mind. ] 


ISU Wel AHA UG WEA: | 

Sa: SIO AAU AAA srcrerifcroir i 921! 

ad cot fdorecr d ARI afferferaparr: | 

aie Bail Hor: paa forfai: I1 311 
arzflepertoor Hoe sfcr anfer AA gait | 

aie air cra set RAD ad AAAA I vil 


so'pi ramam samasadya yuddham raksasayüthapaih | 
atah ksanena ramena tenaiva balasalina i| 5211 

sarve tena vinasta vai raksasa bhimavikramah | 

yadi ramo manah kuryattrailokyam nimisardhatah ıı 531 
bhasmikuryanna sandeha iti bhati mama prabho | 

yadi sa tava bharya syatsaphalam tava jivitam 1 541 


52-54. He (Khar) immediately went with his demon commanders (Dushan and 
Trishira) and took up battle with Sri Ram but that valourous one (52) destroyed the 
huge, invincible and always victorious demons in a flash (i.e. in a short while). It 
appears to me that if Sri Ram firmly decides, he can turn the Triloki (the three worlds) 
(53) into ashes in a second. But, by the way, if his woman (Sita) becomes your wife, 
then your life will be deemed to be rewarded and fortunate (i.e. you will be very lucky 
to have Sita as your wife) (54). 
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ardt erred Wolog Vell CE Acca NA | 
tia zrofiauqreft adcidpwyosS I vil 
AQRA Ua: IA cd Of Sit: YÀ | 
ARRI AENA qq YA Al 29018181 I NEI 


ato yatasva rajendra yatha te vallabha bhavet | 

sita rajivapatraksi sarvalokaikasundari ıı 5511 
saksadramasya puratah sthatum tvam na ksamah prabho | 
mayaya mohayitva tu prapsyase tam raghüttamam ıı 5611 


55-56. Hence, oh King of kings (Rajendra)! Make an effort so that Sita, who is lotus- 
eyed and the only beauty in the whole world, becomes dearest to your heart (1.e. your 
dear wife) (55). 

Oh Lord! You cannot stand physically in front of him (i.e. you are no match to 
Sri Ram's strength). So, in order to accomplish this task, you will have to adopt some 
clever means tactfully to divert his attention in order to get her (Sita).’ (56). 


Gra dcarparaslst GAGAT | 
ameareer AÍ Bor ufadoer «ado oret | 
dq Roar grar forgi 2151 of cretraror 1I 1l 


$rutva tatsuktavakyaisca danamanadibhistatha | 
asvasya bhaginim raja pravivesa svakam grham | 
tatra cintaparo bhutva nidram ratrau na labdhavan ıı 5711 


57. Hearing all this, the demon king Ravana honoured his sister (Supernakha) with 
pleasant and sweet words, and tried to console her by giving gifts. After reassuring 
her of his full support and sympathy, he went to his royal palace. But he was so 
confounded and perturbed by the developments that he could not sleep even for a 
moment that night; the flow of worrying ideas and the spectre of ghosts of ruin and 
calamity caused immense mental disturbance to him (57). 


Vol AAV Hel AARAL orc: ATCA: AA F | 
sd wel À adris faorsct aa BAA II Vil 


ekena ramena katham manusyamatrena nastah sabalah kharo me | 
bhrata katham me balaviryadarpayuto vinasto bata raghavena ıı 5811 


58. During the night he pondered over the matter and debated to himself, ‘It is very 
surprising and strange occurance that a lonely, ordinary human born in Raghu's clan, 
Sri Ram, can ever slay my brother Khar, who was endowed with immense strength, 
valour and bravery, along with his ace army (58). 
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AGI oi WA A: Ul A Soca: Adel scili: | 
afidi gledo Ud aropeeresultser Val: PASA Il Veil 


yadva na ramo manujah pareso mam hantukamah sabalam balaughaih | 
samprarthito'yam druhinena pürvam manusyarüpo'dya raghoh kule'bhüt ıı 5911 


59. Or else it appears that he is the personification of Parmatma (the Supreme Soul) 
himself who has, on the prayers of Brahma in some previous time, has incarnated 
(manifested) himself in a human form in king Raghu's clan of Ayodhya (as Sri Ram) 
to kill me, along with my army and kinsmen, by employing an army of monkeys for 
the purpose (59). 


deel efc Ri RAAE APV ufsurcitsast | 
olt ASS ARREA slr RR AAAA Goulet II oll 


vadhyo yadi syam paramatmanaham vaikuntharajyam paripalaye'ham | 
no cedidam raksasarajyameva bhoksye ciram ramamato vrajami ıı 6011 


60. If I am indeed killed by Parmatma (supreme Lord) himself than surely enough 
I shall enjoy the kingdom of heaven, otherwise I will be enjoying the kingdom (or 
kinghood) of the demons for a long time to come. I stand to gain both the ways. 
Therefore, I will certainly go to (i.e. have a face-off with) Sri Ram.’ (60). 


scel fdfcrocenf3acraT8r2tog] ua fdfócar RA ERA | 
Magga ef yenid ga or sracer sreraror RSA ii ELI 


sfct AGERER Sasa VIG 
3I3UPTCDIUS. PAA: Aof: |I Vl 


ittham vicintyakhilaraksasendro ramam viditva paramesvaram harim | 
virodhabuddhyaiva harim prayami drutam na bhaktya bhagavan prasidet ıı 
61 


iti Srimadadhyatmaramayane umamahesvarasamvade 
aranyakande paficamah sargah ıı 5n 


61. Ravana, who was a king of the whole demon race, contemplated over the matter 
thus and realising (coming to the conclusion) that Sri Ram was the real, true 
personification of Parmatma Sri Hari (Vishnu) himself, he decided that he will attain 
(go near) the Lord even with enmity, ill-will and maliciousness because for him to do 
it (1.e. approach Sri Ram) with Bhakti and other noble pursuits such as righteousness 


349 


and spiritualism, is very difficult and the Lord cannot be easily pleased with him by 
the latter method of Bhakti (because he is so sinful that he is not fit to do it properly, it 
is not his cup of tea) (61). 


[Note—'In Canto 7, verse no. 65 herein below we will read that Ravana had showed 
great respect to Sita in the way he kept her safely in his garden. This proves that 
though outwardly Ravana had played his role as a ferocious and vicious tyrant, a 
demon who was ruthless, cruel and belligerent, but internally he was at peace with 
himself, sure in the conviction that finally, his redemption, emancipation and 
salvation was at hand, and that too in a manner befitting his mental temperament and 
tendencies of a demon who loves to fight and show no mercy on anyone, who is 
overtly sinful and pervert, and who knows not how to worship God in the proper 
manner in which the Lord ought to be worshipped in accordance with the sanction of 
the scriptures. 

To wit, the deliverance for which mystics, ascetics, sages, hermits, seers, 
saints had to do so much austerities and penances was available to him virtually on a 
platter without the incumbent sufferings and hardships. Further, the Lord is attainable 
by honest and sincere confession, and not by deception, and Ravana wins the game 
hands down on this count—for he was very sincere in his heart when he decided to 
take away Sita and directly confront Lord Ram as he was sure that it was the only 
means left to him by which he can finally attain redemption for his tormented soul 
which was crying for deliverance from the evil body of a demon in which it was 
unfortunately trapped due to some misadventure of the past, which was now history 
and could not be changed, but what could be changed was the future course that the 
soul was free to decide for itself as its preferred destiny. ] 


Thus ends Canto 5 of Adhyatma Ramayan narrating the conversation between 
Lord Mahesh (Shiva) and Uma (his consort Parvati). 


(b) Adhyatma Ramayan, Aranya Kand, Canto 6 (Ravana approaches the demon 
Marich to ask him to become a decoy deer so that Sita can be abducted):- 

I| USS: Vol: |l 

fafcrocéld forerreri A JAA ZAAR: | 

ATÀ ARI PRAD forfercer EHA ii 91i 

RÀ aRtaRgoi US URAGoad: | 

Ata AfordsviclacMcaiaR@: II Qll 

ER efc RIA foro]ui spurs Ady | 

MeMfefardisugaqlaul Sao I BII 


I! sasthah sargah ıı 

vicintyaivam ni$ayam sa prabhate rathamasthitah | 
ravano manasa karyamekam niscitya buddhiman i 111 
yayau maricasadanam param paramudanvatah | 
maricastatra munivajjatavalkaladharakah it 211 
dhyayan hrdi paratmanam nirgunam gunabhasakam | 
samadhivirame'pa$yadravanam grhamagatam ıı 311 
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1-3. Lord Shiva continued with his narration and said—‘Oh Parvati! Making up his 
mind during the night, when the day broke, the wise Ravana boarded a chariot and 
having decided on a course of action (1), he went to the residence of Marich on the 
other shore of the ocean. There, Marich, attired like a hermit with matted lock of hairs 
and clothes made of birch (2), was contemplating on the Nirgun God (i.e. the Lord 
who is without attributes, is formless and all-pervading) who illuminates (i.e. 
pervades uniformly in the whole of) Nature. When he woke up from his 
contemplative, meditative posture, he found Ravana standing in front of him in his 
dwelling (3). 


gager arfergea uorfércar ererfafer | 
parei RaRo ad araetergdic I vil 
AAAA ZAAD AAV | 

foar sarsnfst ef; PrI faferoceror II vll 
qfè 3t or fè dei Acad aa QA | 
sai AGS Usiog CiStoi 21i 2u9loot fé II SII 


drutamutthāya calingya pūjayitvā yathāvidhi | 

krtatithyam sukhasinam marico vakyamabravit i| 411 
samagamanametatte rathenaikena ravana | 

cintapara ivabhasi hrdi karyam vicintayan 11 511 

bruhi me na hi gopyam cetkaravani tava priyam | 
nyayyam cedbrühi rajendra vrjinam mam sprsenna hi it 611 


4-6. When Marich saw Ravana, he hastily stood up, embraced him, duly welcomed 
and worshipped him in the traditional way as a honoured guest (by offering oblations, 
refreshments etc.), and when Ravana was comfortably seated, Marich asked (4), ‘Oh 
Ravana! You have come with a single chariot (alone) and your mind appears to be 
deeply disturbed and worried on some subject (5). If it is not a secret (which you do 
not want to divulge to me, then) do tell me about it. Oh King of kings! If I do not have 
to commit a sin and if it is righteous, proper and in accordance with the law, then tell 
me, I shall surely do that work for you which is dear to you (1.e., the work which you 
want me to do, and for which purpose you have come here).' (6). 


3IdUI sara 
sid Boll SRA: ADA T: fcr | 
AANA AARALA SWS: ARRIA: I VII 
fadam Udi doi dofstorfYed | 

amelie Usa Il AAA AAAA II cl 
31 sia faftor gr» waacengyat 9rat | 

Rea ari farorrereft ehar eirxfaenfaott 11 git 


ravana uvaca 
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asti raja dasarathah saketadhipatih kila | 

ramanama sutastasya jyesthah satyaparakramah ıı 711 
vivasayamasa sutam vanam vanajanapriyam | 

bharyaya sahitam bhratra laksmanena samanvitam ıı 811 
sa aste vipine ghore paficavatyasrame Subhe | 

tasya bharya visalaksi sita lokavimohini ıı 911 


7-9. Ravana replied, ‘It is said that king Dasrath is the ruler of Ayodhya, and his 
eldest son is the right-earnest and victorious one called Ram (7). 

Dasrath has sent that son, who is dear to the hermit and sages, to the forest 
along with his wife and younger brother Laxman (8). 

Presently, he stays in the Panchvati hermitage in the dense, wild forest called 
Dandkaranya. I've heard that his wife, the broad-eyed Sita, is able to charm and 
enchant the whole of the three worlds (1.e. the three divisions of the world) by her 
bewitching beauty (9). 


AÀ RREA ARI MAAA | 

xq? d sedi AAA RAARSTE: I loll 
AÍ: orduraarerr IARA RIDIA | 
cuit fered gecrearr qor femofer forater: II 9 211 


ramo niraparadhanme raksasan bhimavikraman | 
kharam ca hatva vipine sukhamaste'tinirbhayah 11 101 
bhaginyah Sürpanakhaya nirdosayasca nasikam | 
karnau ciccheda dustatma vane tisthati nirbhayah i 1111 


10-11. That Ram has killed my demon warriors who were brave, valiant, mighty and 
innocent, and unfortunately that includes my brother Khar. He (Sri Ram) stays in that 
forest happily and fearlessly (as if he has no fear of me and my demon warriors, and 
this sort of encourages others who live there, such as the sages and hermits whom I 
have till now managed to subdue, to show their disrespect to me and my forces, 
something intolerable for me, as this undermines my authority and makes me look 
ridiculous) (10). 

My sister Supernakha had also not committed any misconduct and was 
innocent. She had not done any harm or caused any offence to him, but that rascal cut- 
off her nose and ears, and now fearlessly lives in that forest unchallenged (11)!. 


[Note—'The reader must note how facts have been distorted. Ravana claims that 
Supernakha was not guilty of any misconduct—which is contrary to facts. ] 


IA AERA 9Icdr ACACA | 
arroif2reerííar fdfüor SA MAAT amt i 2211 
«d q ARM acral aljarouoteertar | 
Ua a gA cla cor Val 821221821 II 9 31I 
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atastvayā sahāyena gatva tatpranavallabham | 

anayisyami vipine rahite raghavena tam ıı 1211 

tvam tu mayamrgo bhütva hyasramadapanesyasi | 

ramam ca laksmanam caiva tada sitam haramyaham ıı 1311 


12-13. Hence, by your help, I intend to bring his dearest wife Sita when Sri Ram is 
not in that forest (12). 

You should become a decoy deer and take Sri Ram and Laxman far away from 
the hermitage on some pretext. Just at that opportune time, I shall steal (kidnap) Sita 
(sitam haramyaham) (13). 


«d g aaran itr Heal Paar qdaq | 
seed amari ci ravi diger ARAA: II 9 vil 
HoaGAUIGve A AMAP? Ta: | 

A Ud 9rgdesrer RAN gcfter I LNI 


tvam tu tāvatsahāyam me krtvā sthāsyasi pūrvavat ı 
ityevam bhasamanam tam ravanam viksya vismitah i1 1411 
kenedamupadistam te mulaghatakaram vacah | 

sa eva Satrurvadhyasca yastvannasam pratiksate 11 1511 


14-15. In this manner, after helping me in my job, you can come back to your 
residence here as before.’ 

Hearing Ravana make this preposterous proposal, Marich was stunned with 
astonishment. He said (14), ‘Oh Ravana! Who has told (advised) you this thing which 
is completely devastating and ruinous for you? Anyone who wants to destroy you in 
this manner (using this plan as a bait to lure you in the trap of self destruction), surely 
he is your enemy and worthy of being killed (i.e. punished by you). [To wit, anyone, 
whosoever he or she may be, who has given you this mad idea is without doubt your 
greatest enemy; beware. You are inviting your own ruin by lending your mind to such 
mischievous and ridiculous thoughts that protend nothing but destruction.] (15). 


WA Woy Bacal feraererfu WaT | 
ASÀ ai HlisHza erSr21281UTIT A: Il Ell 
3rordf3cauUlobor URAR AR | 
edono erc AGG IRAE: || 1I 
VACA VACA AGAIS Wa ueeríar Ada: I gl 


ramasya paurusam smrtva cittamadyapi ravana | 
balo'pi mam kausikasya yajfiasamraksanaya sah ıı 1611 
agatastvisunaikena patayamasa sagare | 

yojananam satam ramastadadi bhayavihvalah i1 1711 
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smrtva smrtva tadevaham ramam pa$yami sarvatah ıı 181 


16-18. Oh Ravana when I remember the valour of Sri Ram's adolescent days—when 
he had come to protect the fire sacrifice of sage Vishwamitra (16), and (when I had 
tried to interfere) he had thrown me (i.e. flung me) by a single arrow to a distance of 
100 Yojans (appx. 800 miles) on the shore of an ocean—ever since that time, I remain 
terrified (17). 

That incident keeps on recurring in my memory, and I imagine (visualise) Sri 
Ram everywhere’. 

[It appears to be a case of traumatic hallucination from which Marich 
suffered. He was so traumatized by the shock of the arrow striking him so hard that it 
flung him for 800 miles that ever since that moment he lived in constant fear of those 
horrifying moments. Whenever he recalled those turbulent moments, he had 
goosebumps and shivered as if a fever was coming up. His psyche was so much 
affected by this singular event that he found it hard to forget Lord Ram; but at the 
same time he thanked the Lord also for sparing his life by shooting him with a 
harmless arrow that instead of snuffing life out of him merely flung him away from 
the battle-field.] (18) 


GUSwSiU yR dot uddaserorfdrecdreror efc | 
AFINAR ADI ane9idafsraacitsserr I 9 SII 
Wad Sowskafedd Ago alsa Roada: | 
3rorilsasrer SodHer eii AATA MRAPA II oll 


dandake'pi punarapyaham vane pürvavairamanucintayan hrdi | 
tiksna$rhgamrgarüpamekada madr$airbahubhiravrto'bhyayam ıı 1911 
raghavam janakajasamanvitam laksmanena sahitam tvaranvitah | 
agato'hamatha hantumudyato mam vilokya Saramekamaksipat i 201 


19-20. One day, remembering my old enmity with him, I went to the Dandkaranya 
forest disguised as a deer with sharp horns and mixed myself with other such deer (to 
conceal my true identity) (19). 

When I hastily moved forward with the intention to kill Raghav (Sri Ram), 
along with the daughter of Janak (Sita) and Laxman, he had shot a single arrow at me 
when he saw me (20). 


dol fa gecalssd Gaol UsRicg ufcritsf321 APR | 
argued aia: zemonifotaféro ega: I 2811 


tena viddhahrdayo'hamudbhraman raksasendra patito'smi sagare | 
tatprabhrtyahamidam samasritah sthanamürjitamidam bhayarditah 11 211 
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21. Oh king of demons! I was pierced by it and I spun in the sky before falling in the 
ocean. I am so scared and terrified since then that I live in this place which makes me 
feel fearless and comfortable (because it is secluded and far away from Sri Ram) (21). 


Wadd Add fderasr saaha sa eitererfora: | 
WMsRroRaviRenisaH ANS oe set AAT II VA 


ramameva satatam vibhavaye bhitabhita iva bhogarasitah | 
rajaratnaramanirathadikam Srotrayoryadi gatam bhayam bhavet ii 2211 


22. When any word starting with the letter ‘Ra’, such as Raj—kingdom, Ratna—gems 
and jewels, Ramani—a lustful woman, and Rath—a chariot, fall in my ears, I get 
terribly scared (remembering ‘Ram’ whose name also starts with this letter *Ra") so 
much so that I remain sore terrified of even thinking of anything of comfort and 
pleasure (represented by the above four entities). The effect on my psyche is so 
profound that I always keep on remembering ‘Ram’, though it is out of fear more than 
out of any endearment for the Lord (22). 


Wa shod SRINGERI Terres Addai | 
forge URddl acl 2d Asis ARJAT | 231i 


rama agata ihetisankaya bahyakaryamapi sarvamatyajam | 
nidraya parivrto yada svape ramameva manasanucintayan ii 231 


23. Scared stiff by the apprehension that Sri Ram might come here also, I have 
forsaken all outside work (and remain holed up inside my safe haven). When I sleep 
during the night, I keep on remembering Sri Ram (even in my dreams) (23). 


3quorefecordaaTad dal AAA faeraforg anf3era: | 
agao fager aroye wad yfe ars yefe ai: II evll 


svapnadrstigataraghavam tada bodhito vigatanidra asthitah | 
tadbhavanapi vimucya cagraham raghavam prati grham prayahi bhoh ti 2411 


24. In this manner while seeing Raghav (Sri Ram) in my dreams, when I wake up 
from my sleep, I am unable to forget him. Hence, oh Ravana, you too should abandon 
your stubbornness with respect to Sri Ram, and dropping the matter here you would 
do good to go back home (24). 


281 Usd feror AAA APAA oreerfer | 
dd f&d aga AA amari URAS AÍ Bad | 
RA RIAKI ator ARPA: Uae ral 2:169ot: I| 211 
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SEANG AIRIA: AMASYA UIA: | 
geunisia sard ci gR: feb adftudaé afd Aq I esll 
JevipsRidoccida ca qerrfé sfa amor qu: | 


SIRAM ois RU Gorpoe 83 II WII 


raksa raksasakulam ciragatam tatsmrtau sakalameva na$yati | 

tava hitam vadato mama bhasitam parigrhana paratmani raghave 1 

tyaja virodhamatim bhaja bhaktitah paramakaruniko raghunandanah ıı 2511 
ahamasesamidam munivakyatah aSrnavamadiyuge paramesvarah | 
brahmanarthita uvaca tam harih kim tavepsitamaham karavani tat i| 2611 
brahmanoktamaravindalocana tvam prayahi bhuvi manusam vapuh | 
dasarathatmajabhavamanijasa jahi ripum dasakandharam hare 1! 2711 


25-27. In this way you will be able to protect your ancient demon race from total 
destruction. Everything is ruined if one remembers him (Lord Ram) with enmity and 
malice. Pay heed to what I say, for it is for your own welfare’s sake and meant for 
your well-being. You must abandon your animosity (inimical and confrontational 
predisposition) with Raghav (Sri Ram) (25), and worship and adore him with 
devotion and dedication because Raghunandan (Sri Ram) is very merciful and 
compassionate. I have heard all these things from the mouth of sages and hermits that 
during the Satyug (the Ist of the four era celestial cycle) the Parmeshwar (the supreme 
Lord) (26) Sri Hari (Vishnu) had asked Brahma, when the latter had prayed to the 
former, to tell him what his desire was and it shall be fulfilled. Then Brahma had 
replied, ‘Oh the lotus-eyed one! Manifest yourself soon on the earth as a human being 
in the form of Dasrath's son Ram and slay Ravana who has become inimical to the 
Gods.’ (27). 


SAL Of ALG WA: 3IT8ITGGIT2ISIUIIS ORT: | 
arnod qoi aredsfeiforaker: I Vc 
ARELL eH AIA 1S WAG | 
gear Astaddol Wav: YNA II Qll 


ato na manuso ramah saksannarayano'vyayah | 
mayamanusavesena vanam yato'tinirbhayah ıı 2811 
bhübharaharanarthaya gaccha tata grham sukham | 
$rutva maricavacanam ravanah pratyabhasata ıı 291 


28-29. Hence, you must believe me, Sri Ram is not an ordinary human. He is the 
truthful personification of the indefinable, attributeless, limitless, imperishable entity 
Sri Narayan himself. He has assumed a human form to remove the burden of the earth 
and has, therefore, come to the forest fearlessly (with this purpose in mind). Hence, oh 
dear, you should stop procrastinating any further and remove all doubts from your 
mind; and you should return home cheerfully.’ 
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Hearing these words of sane advice given by Marich, Ravana however became 
extremely peeved and exasperated (because he regarded this as a lecture given by an 
old man who is terrified of death and whose capricious mind does not allow him to 
think coherently). So Ravana answered Marich (and gave his reasons as to why he is 
so determined to confront Sri Ram) as follows — (28-29) 


WAIHI ASI Wa: Urf?fcit Je fepcr | 
Al Sod AoW sical Icortfós AAA: Il Soll 
HwieaeRisd AraIAFHeu YAR: | 
SASS Ucoid: AAAA WAAC Ii 3811 


paramatma yada ramah prarthito brahmana kila | 

mam hantum manuso bhütva yatnadiha samagatah ıı 301 
karisyatyaciradeva satyasankalpa isvarah | 

ato'ham yatnatah sitamanesyamyeva raghavat ıı 3111 


30-31. ‘If Parmatma (the Supreme Soul or the Supreme Lord of the world) has indeed 
come himself in the form of Sri Ram by assuming a human body on the express 
prayers of Brahma to kill me, then he is sure to do it soon, because the Lord God is 
true to his words (and if this is the case then there is no escaping it for me). Therefore, 
I will definitely make efforts to bring Sita away from Raghav (Sri Ram), as soon as I 
can (30-31). 


TÀ uri ur diz yenid ua US | 

XGI WA Ww Scar sar yresenfer AIRI: | 321 
agf AZIA APRIG | 

318i Acigaul AAS AGZA: | 331! 

SIGRI orca» cd oflg Bad fero eI YRI | 

gra: ua dafrwoPa gir AKTA I 3vll 
SlowalFUAollolol CAAA or HRI: | 
ARRAS: YA zdrcsro?tarodfdoder Il SV 


vadhe prapte rane vira prapsyami paramam padam | 
yadva ramam rane hatva sitam prapsyami nirbhayah ıı 3211 
taduttistha mahabhaga vicitramrgarüpadhrk | 

ramam salaksmanam sighramasramadatidiratah i 331 
akramya gaccha tvam Sighram sukham tistha yatha pura | 
atah param cedyatkifcidbhasase madvibhisanam ıı 3411 
hanisyamyasinanena tvamatraiva na sam$ayah | 
maricastadvacah $rutva svatmanyevanvacintayat ıı 3511 
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32-35. Oh the brave one (Marich)! If I am killed at his (Ram’s) hands in battle, I shall 
attain the highest stature that a creature can expect to attain for himself, and on the 
contrary if I am able to kill (subdue) Sri Ram in the battle-field, then I shall get Sita 
(as a trophy) without any fear or chances of mischief later (for the simple reason that I 
would have vanquished her husband and claim my right over her as a trophy of battle 
won) (32). 

Hence, oh the most lucky and fortunate one (mahabhaga)', get up 
immediately, assume the form of a strange deer, and take Sri Ram and Laxman far 
away from the hermitage very soon (33), and then (when my mission has been 
accomplished) you can return back to your hermitage and live happily as you have 
been doing now. If, however, you try to scare me off by saying anything more (34) 
then be certain that I shall kill you here instantly with this sword.’ 

Hearing his threatening words, Marich thought to himself that he has very 
little choice left for himself (35)— 


[Note—'Why has Ravana called Marich *mahabhaga"? Well, Marich had escaped 
death in the first instance, then he had been meditating on Lord Ram for a long time 
by constantly remembering the Lord's holy name, and now he is getting another 
chance to meet the Lord and get killed so that his soul finds freedom from his 
demonic body and attains final deliverance and emancipation. Say, what more would 
a living being wish for if salvation is finally at hand? Ravana himself wished for such 
an auspicious end for his own self, so he was surely honest and right in calling Marich 
very fortunate and lucky one.] 


afò Ai MAA gac A Aana | 

Al Soule AGLA A forzert YAR I 3Ell 
Sfer OAI IRI a1ammgcerrer derer | 
sigdiqlavl Woetol PAR Ad Yai II 31 


yadi mam raghavo hanyattada mukto bhavarnavat | 

mam hanyadyadi ceddustastada me nirayo dhruvam ıı 3611 
iti niscitya maranam ramadutthaya vegatah | 
abravidravanam rajan karomyajnam tava prabho ıı 3711 


36-37. [Marich thought to himself—] ‘If I am killed at that hands of Raghav (Sri 
Ram), then I shall be able to cross this ocean representing the gross, deluding 
mundane world of transmigration. But if this wicked rascal (Ravana) kills me, then I 
shall have to fall in hell.’ (36). 

In this situation, Marich decided, as a matter of choice, that it would be wiser 
for him to get killed at the hands of Sri Ram; so he got up hastily and said to Ravana, 
‘Oh king! Oh Lord! I shall obey your orders.’ (37). 


SYACA WIA ACA AFI ufe | 
AFRE AASAD: II 3c 
ZAAGA ARRA offcrzcorfaciraor: | 
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faercgait faefoenzell faa dood? II ZSI 
31am9jarug2erroct 2flarefecust aol Il voll 


ityuktva rathamasthaya gato ramasramam prati | 
$uddhajambünadaprakhyo mrgo'bhüdraupyabindukah ıı 3811 
ratna$rhgo manikhuro nilaratnavilocanah | 

vidyutprabho vimugdhasyo vicacara vanantare 1! 391 
ramasramapadasyante sitadrstipathe caran ıı 4011 


38-40. Saying this, Marich boarded the chariot (with Ravana), and came to Sri Ram's 
hermitage (at Panchvati). There, he assumed the form of a strange and beautiful deer 
with silvery spots on a pure golden skin (38). 

Its horns were gem-studded, the hooves were embedded with jewels, and its 
eyes were like a blue sapphire. In this way, that strange and majestic deer with an 
electric-like dazzle and fascinating countenance began roaming (39) near the 
hermitage of Sri Ram, within the sight of Sita (to ensure that she sees the deer) (40). 


Sul d erraceraífemoc ari Balasore YARA: | 
Ud A ARPAS TAR 2ftar URAT AT: I v 1l 


SIA SAGER 3anare?qosidro 
SRRIPIVS Y: Hof: |I SII 


ksanam ca dhavatyavatisthate ksanam samipamagatya punarbhayavrtah | 
evam sa mayamrgavesarupadhrk cacara sitam parimohayan khalah ii 411 


iti Srimadadhyatmaramayane umamahesvarasamvade 
aranyakande sasthah sargah ıı 611 


41. In one moment he pranced and bounced playfully and in another he came and 
stood motionless, and again he ran away as if out of fear. In this manner, that imposter 
(Marich) assumed a deceitful form of a decoy deer and roamed about playfully trying 
to attract Sita's attention (41). 


[Note—Both Ravana and Marich knew very well that Sri Ram was not an ordinary 
prince as is very evident by verse nos. 30-36. So, it was a conscious decision on their 
part to create wilful enmity with the Lord as a means of their liberation from the body 
of a demon, and attain emancipation and salvation for their respective souls. ] 


Thus ends Canto 6 narrating the conversation between Lord Mahesh (Shiva) and Uma 


(his divine consort Parvati). 


(c) Adhyatma Ramayan, Aranya Kand, Canto 7 (Slaying of Marich, who was 
disguised as a deer, by Lord Ram, and abduction of Sita by Ravana):- 
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|| AHA: Bol: |l 


ghasra zarad 

arer Wash acad sical Aara | 
sara larson fur oiroifob À da: I 91i 
avi fRA arrorfareerfer Asleep | 

«d q SRI Cdgimni zeruf2reateor fA I Lll 
SPERAU qui fcmo AISI | 
UGA Allo Hl Uda VIIA YÀ II BII 


I! Saptamah sargah ıı 


Srimahadeva uvaca 

atha ramo'pi tatsarvam jnatva ravanacestitam | 

uvaca sitamekante $rnu janaki me vacah i 111 

ravano bhiksurüpena agamisyati te'ntikam | 

tvam tu chayam tvadakaram sthapayitvotaje visa 1 211 
agnavadr$yarüpena varsam tistha mamajfiaya | 
ravanasya vadhante mam pürvavatprapsyase Subhe ıı 311 


1-3. Lord Shiva continued with his narrative—‘Oh Parvati! Here, becoming aware 
of all the conspiracies of Ravana, Sri Ram advised Sita when they were alone, ‘Oh 
Sita! Listen to what I have to tell you (1). 

Oh the auspicious one! Ravana will come to you disguised as a mendicant. 
Hence, by my orders, you must enter the holy fire leaving behind your look-alike 
shadow in this hut, and stay there in the fire in an invisible form for one year. After 
that, after the killing of Ravana, you shall get back to me once again." (2-3). 


[Note—'This establishes that the period of Sita's separation from Sri Ram was for one 
year. Further, it was she, in an invisible, intangible form, in her capacity as the all- 
powerful, dynamic, all-engulfing infinite energy residing in the fire that, when ignited 
by Hanuman at Lanka, was responsible for the devastation of the city. 

Refer also to Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-5 that 
precede Doha no. 24.] 


g[car Wasa arat BLY dq cremata | 
ARIA GS: SecA RAA ASAA II vil 
arria aersueerogrer amemfaforfatcser | 
SAh Baas Ylard ARITA I ll 
UA AA Hol fcIcj ror 2corgrftrcrar | 
fafaqisogisrelc Rop ARA | 


aged ofà Ha HIS sad 31992: II SII 
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$rutva ramoditam vakyam sapi tatra tathakarot | 
mayasitam bahih sthapya svayamantardadhe'nale ii 411 
mayasita tada'pa$yanmrgam mayavinirmitam | 
hasanti ramamabhyetya provaca vinayanvita ıı 51 
pa$ya rama mrgam citram kanakam ratnabhüsitam | 
vicitrabindubhiryuktam carantamakutobhayam | 
baddhva dehi mama kridamrgo bhavatu sundarah ıı 611 


4-6. Hearing these words of Sri Ram, Sita did as she was told. She became 
invisible in fire, leaving behind a shadowy Sita (4). Then that Maya-Sita (illusionary 
Sita) saw (i.e. was attracted to) that Maya-deer (i.e. an illusionary deer), came to Sri 
Ram and smilingly, politely said to him (5), --- 

*Oh Sri Ram! Look at this golden deer which is adorned by gems and jewels. 
Ah! What marvelous spots are there on his body and how fearlessly it is wandering 
and frolicking here! Oh Lord! Tie it and bring it to me; let it by my playmate.' (6). 


[Note—(i) Not until the time Maya-Sita had made her appearance, the deer could not 
succeed in its attempts to attract the ‘original Sita’. The lesson drawn is that ‘Maya 
attracts Maya’. If we are free from Maya, this delusionary, imaginary and artificial 
world will automatically lose its charm and sheen for us. 

(ii) Sita had not asked Sri Ram to kill the deer as is widely believed, but only 
asked him to bring it alive.] 


Ale eIo[2IGRT ATH AFAA | 

381 rarr lal sr groraccrarer I VII 
aKo: afa fA 2rgrer ARo: | 
aritsquaféa: aed 281 taag I cll 
CFA AAAG GAR HIRU | 
ARIASI or 21658 VAFA HOI: PA: Ii eil 


tatheti dhanuradaya gacchan laksmanamabravit | 
raksa tvamatiyatnena sitam matpranavallabham ıı 711 
mayinah santi vipine raksasa ghoradarsanah | 
ato'travahitah sadhvim raksa sitamaninditam ıı 811 
laksmano ramamahedam devayam mrgarupadhrk | 
marico'tra na sandeha evambhüto mrgah kutah ıı 911 


7-9. Then he (Sri Ram) said ‘alright’, picked up his bow, and said to Laxman while 
departing, ‘Oh Laxman! You must make all efforts to protect my dearest Sita (7). 

Most ferocious, vicious, illusive and deceptive demons are roaming in the 
forest. Hence, you should be very alert and careful in protecting the faultless and holy 
Sita.’ (8). 


361 


Then Laxman replied to Sri Ram, ‘Oh Lord! This is Marich who is disguised 
as a deer, there is no doubt about it, because such a strange deer in the entire existence 
is non-existent?’ (9). 


[Note—Laxman was aware that this is ploy by Marich because he had had the 
experience of him trying to kill them previously in the form of a deer—see Canto 6, 
verse nos. 19-21.] 


RIA 3dra 

ale ald Vari acl sfoa of AL: | 
aarden afterfejaràácrd I 9 oll 
afen Hor aged eRe A Acar: | 
«d prao alfonso MARRONE: Il 9 911 


Srirama uvaca 

yadi marica evayam tada hanmi na samSayah | 
mrgascedanayisyami sitavisramahetave ıı 1011 
gamisyami mrgam baddhva hyanayisyami satvarah | 
tvam prayatnena santistha sitasamraksanodyatah ıı 111 


10-11. Sri Ram replied, ‘If he is indeed Marich then there is no doubt that I shall kill 
him. And if he is an ordinary deer, I shall bring him to please Sita (10). 

I shall swiftly go and soon tie this deer and bring it here. Meanwhile, you 
should be alert, keep a vigilant eye and protect Sita." (11). 


scgacar gerit AAT ARAA: | 

ARI AGIA ADA go orerorafa: i 22! 
foifáaorafrarcanífu yis qjeraroaonr | 
aaor arerarforfer Ami adr Sf: I 2311 


ityuktva prayayau ramo mayamrgamanudrutah | 
maya yadasraya lokamohini jagadakrtih 1) 1211 
nirvikara$cidatmapi pürno'pi mrgamanvagat | 
bhaktanukampi bhagavaniti satyam vaco harih ii 131 


12-13. [What a wonder that—] The Maya which embodies (or symbolises) the 
universal delusion-creating power of the Lord that enchants and captivates the whole 
world and even the great gods by its fascinating, maverick and powerful spell, which 
is itself dependent on and obedient to Sri Ram, the Supreme Being—that same person 
(Sri Ram) ran behind pursuing a ‘Maya-deer’ (i.e. a deer which was as deceptive and 
illusionary as the Maya which has created it) (12). 

Inspite of being faultless, eternal, measureless, pure consciousness and blissful 
supreme Soul as well as all-pervading, omnipresent, self sufficient and complete 
Lord—he rushed behind that deer. This goes to prove the truth of the statement that 
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‘Lord Hari is very dear, merciful, compassionate, munificent and benevolent to his 
devotees’ (13). 


[Note—How? Because it was the desire of Marich to get killed at the hands of Sri 
Ram and it was the wish of Ravana that Marich should take Sri Ram far away from 
the dwelling so that he can abduct Sita. Despite the fact that Sri Ram knew that he 
will have to suffer a lot of hardship due to this single incident, he had allowed it to 
happen. That is why he is called a ‘Bhakta Vatsala’ as above. See Canto 6, verse nos. 
36-37 also. ] 


wd farei omroroorfü aor ereit | 
Sorel Wid 2121221 fascia: I 9 vil 
aol ar (jem aftr feo pref RAA: I 961i 


kartum sitapriyarthaya janannapi mrgam yayau | 
anyatha purnakamasya ramasya viditatmanah i 1411 
mrgena va striya vapi kim karyam paramatmanah ıı 1511 


14-15. The omniscient Lord knew everything; inspite of that he went behind the deer 
pursuing it just in order to please Sita (refer verse 6 above). Otherwise, what had Sri 
Ram—who is fully contented, is without any wants or desires of any kind, is 
enlightened, self-realised and most wise (14)—had to do with a deer or a woman. 

That deceptive deer appeared near the Lord for one moment and went far 
away from him and disappeared from sight in another moment (15). 


«alfa eesrcssvrr gri eater citer | 
coud d ddl Gud AAAS | 

acl wash fasier ARASAN A PEA II 9l 
Ídcerrer SRAIGRI 218121 3porefüuIar | 

dud SRPRel anra: YAE II gUll 
él EASRA Asa Gls AZAN Al GA | 


SYA WHA STA UMA BLAST: | 9 c1 


kadacid drsyate'bhyase ksanam dhavati liyate | 
dr$yate ca tato düradevam ramamapaharat | 

tato ramo'pi vijnaya raksaso'yamiti sphutam ıı 1611 
vivyadha saramadaya raksasam mrgarüpinam | 
papata rudhiraktasyo maricah purvarupadhrk ıı 1711 
ha hato'smi mahabaho trahi laksmana mam drutam | 
ityuktva ramavadvaca papata rudhirasanah i 1811 


16-18. It reappeared again at a great distance. In this manner, appearing and 
disappearing repeatedly, he took Sri Ram very far away. Then being certain that this 
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is a demon, and not an ordinary deer (16), Sri Ram pierced (shot) him with a single 
arrow. Immediately on being shot, Marich fell on the ground, assumed his original 
form of a demon, with blood spilling out from his mouth (17). 

That blood-drinking demon (a virtual vampire) fell to the ground, crying aloud 
in the voice mimicking that of Sri Ram—'Oh brave Laxman! I am in mortal danger. 
Come to my aid immediately.’ (18). 


MoolsIsish AW VACA AARIATE | 
fac sf uezrozcdola forsciiszz: II 2 ell 
asaigieerd cor: Adee UIA: | 
AAAA ARA UW AI: | oll 


yannamajno'pi marane smrtva tatsamyamapnuyat | 
kimutagre harim pasyanstenaiva nihato'surah ıı 1911 
taddehadutthitam tejah sarvalokasya pasyatah | 
ramamevavisaddeva vismayam paramam yayuh i 201 


19-20. Even the ignorant ones who remember him (the Lord, Sri Ram) at the time of 
death become one with him (i.e. they merge their soul with the supreme Soul of the 
Lord which is called attainment of emancipation and salvation), to die at the hands of 
‘that’ Hari while looking at him (1.e., having him within sight before closing the eyes 
for good)—what to say of the good luck and fortunes of such a demon! [How 
fortunate and privileged he was, how redeemed his soul was!] (19). 

The effulgence of light that represented his soul (because the ‘soul’ is self- 
illuminated pure Consciousness that is present in the body of all living beings, and 
which is also called the ‘Atma’ of the creature) emerged from his body and instantly 
entered Sri Ram. The Gods were very astonished and bewildered at this marvelous 
spectacle! (20). 


[Note— Indeed they were! It's such an irony that demons such as Marich, Ravana and 
Kumbhakarna had their souls merging into Sri Ram at the end of their lives while the 
great sages, seers, hermits and mystics on this earth who claimed to be spiritually 
enlightened and attained ones, and their exalted counterparts the Gods in heaven who 
pride themselves of their elevated stature, never had this privilege. Mere boast of 
spirituality will not please the Lord. 

Even lowly low-caste Sabari and the vulture Jatau had their share of salvation, 
but exalted sages and seers who had met Lord Ram, except a few such as sage 
Sutikshan, remained what they were—sages and seers; none had the privilege of 
attaining eternal peace and beatitude for their soul, none got the reward of 
emancipation and salvation, none found liberation and deliverance from this gross 
body as none died while the Lord was in their front to ensure their final liberation 
from the cycle of transmigration as was the honoured case of Sabari and Jatau as well 
as of the demons Marich, Ravana and Kumbhakarna. 

Why were the gods astonished? They hadn't ever imagined that someone 
whom they had always thought was a nasty and sinful demon would have this rarest 
of rare privilege that his soul would be so holy and purified that it would be accepted 
by the Supreme Being by allowing it to merge with his own Supreme Self. The gods’ 
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astonishment itself reflects negatively on their claim of wisdom and spiritual 
superiority, for they had failed to remember that the soul is inherently perfect and 
holy, and that the Supreme Lord believes in a creature’s internal feelings and thoughts 
rather than how he acts and behaves externally, because the Lord understands that the 
creature is bound by certain orders of destiny and providence that arise due to the 
cumulative effects of his past deeds over which the creature has no control in his 
present life. But if the creature is wise and prudent he would love and worship the 
Lord internally, at his mental and sub-conscious level, inspite of the physical 
compulsions of his existential circumstances in his present life, because the creature 
knows that the Lord has this penetrating insight to know what goes on inside 
someone’s heart and mind, and if the Lord finds that the creature is holy from within 
inspite of having an evil external frame due to existential compulsions then 
redemeption for such fortunate creature is sure to be had. ] 


feb wel weal fe ura: urat AER: | 
SII WAAL AVAL oT AYE: | 2211 
AAO Alas: ud Wel Ho[ AOI | 
RIR ufseeroer lA «a «rq Ii ell 


kim karma krtva kim praptah pataki munihimsakah | 
athava raghavasyayam mahima natra samsayah i 2111 
ramabanena samviddhah pürvam ramamanusmaran | 
bhayatsarvam parityajya grhavittadikam ca yat ii 2211 


21-22. They (the Gods) said, *This cruel demon who was a killer of hermits, had done 
so many sinful, unrighteous deeds and then attained such an auspicious end! Without 
doubt it is due to the benevolence, benediction and munificence as well as profound 
and majestic glory of Raghav (Sri Ram). Having been shot (pierced) by Sri Ram's 
arrows on two previous occasions, he had already forsaken his household and wealth 
out of fear, and was always engrossed (constantly involved) in remembering Sri Ram 
(21-22). 


&fc 218i ASI eerrear AINDA: | 
SICA UAV forse: U9eror WAG A: || 231l 
(Goll ar ase arfü urdt ar enos ar | 


RPO Delay Wal VAAL eel UF ugar II 2vil 


hrdi ramam sada dhyatva nirdhütaSesakalmasah | 

ante ramena nihatah pa$yan ramamavapa sah ıı 2311 
dvijo va raksaso vapi papi va dharmiko'pi va i 

tyajan kalevaram ramam smrtva yati param padam ıı 2411 


23-24. By constantly remembering Sri Ram in his heart (albeit out of fear and 
animosity), all his sins, misdemeanours and unrighteousness were destroyed while at 
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the end (i.e., at the time of his death) he died looking at the Lord and was killed by his 
hands. This is why he has attained Sri Ram (i.e. the supreme Lord) himself (23). 

Those who leave their bodies (die) remembering Sri Ram—whether they are 
Brahmins or demons, whether they are sinful or righteous—they are sure to attain the 
supreme stature of being one with the Lord.’ (24). 


[Note—Verse nos. 21-24 mark the praise of Gods for Marich. To their credit, they 
acknowledged that Marich had indeed become sinless by remembering Sri Ram. No 
wonder in that—all those who come in contact with the Lord do become sinless. But 
how many of them ‘merged’ in him? Even sage Sarbhang died looking at Sri Ram, 
but he went to heaven and did not merge his soul in the Lord, although he was 
standing in front of the former. Refer also Adhyatma Ramayan’s Aranya Kand, Canto 
2, verse nos. 11-12.] 


sfel ASRASA AÀ oar fód err II VII 
31recrfedocdererer f3jerenrrs AAA: | 

8I ASANA ACIR PAAA IPA | 

g[car AgiaeAest ara Aa feo AAI SIl 


iti te'nyonyamabhasya tato deva divam yayuh ii 2511 
ramastaccintayamasa mriyamano'suradhamah | 

ha laksmaneti madvakyamanukurvanmamara kim | 
$rutva madvakyasadrsam vakyam sitapi kim bhavet ii 2611 


25-26. Saying this to each other, the Gods went to the heaven. Then Sri Ram began to 
ponder—why has this lowly demon died calling out ‘Oh Laxman’ in my voice? What 
will happen to Sita when she hears a voice like that of mine (i.e. a voice mimicking 
me, implying that I am in danger and need Laxman's help) (25-26). 


sfà faroarmastarear 218 Goodie Il WII 
alar Agta gral ARRAI GACH: | 
sftaieig: aiden cigar féaoargdia | 
TH CFA AAA sal ASRASA: II 2cll 


iti cintaparitatma ramo durannyavartata ıı 2711 

sita tadbhasitam srutva maricasya duratmanah | 
bhitatiduhkhasamvigna laksmanam tvidamabravit | 
gaccha laksmana vegena bhrata te'surapiditah 11 281 


27-28. Worrying in this way, Sri Ram started on his way back to his hermitage from a 
great distance. Here, Sita heard the voice of evil Marich mimicking Sri Ram (27), and 
becoming greatly afraid about Sri Ram's welfare and overcome by mental agitations 
and worries, she said to Laxman, *Oh Laxman! You must go immediately; your 
brother is in danger and is being tormented by demons (28). 
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8I agadi Tot sda or MAN fear | 
AAE SAO ofa AAAI or ergide Ii SIl 
a: cpf21grerait ofa f3jpramuisqdiea: | 
ARAARA A: DEI RIKA giuria II 301 
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Rel aga Aa aAA I 321 
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QA aAa AA ADSS I 3211 


ha laksmaneti vacanam bhratuste na $rnosi kim | 
tamaha laksmano devi ramavakyam na tadbhavet ıı 2911 
yah kascidraksaso devi mriyamano'bravidvacah | 
ramastrailokyamapi yah kruddho nasayati ksanat ıı 3011 
sa katham dinavacanam bhasate'marapüjitah | 

kruddha laksmanamalokya sita baspavilocana i 3111 
praha laksmana durbuddhe bhraturvyasanamicchasi | 
presito bharatenaiva ramanasabhikanksina i 3211 


29-32. Don't you hear your brother's voice calling out ‘Oh Laxman’?’ 

Laxman replied, ‘Oh goddess (devi)! These words are not of Sri Ram (29). 
Some demon has said them while dying. Sri Ram—who can destroy the Triloki (the 
whole of the three worlds—subterranean, terrestrial, celestial) in an instant if he gets 
angry (30)—how can that (supreme, all powerful) Lord speak in such miserable, 
pitiful and distressed words?’ 

Then Sita became angry and admonished Laxman, saying with tearful eyes 
(31), ‘Oh Laxman! Do you want to see your brother in trouble? Oh you evil minded 
one! It looks like Bharat—who wants the destruction of Sri Ram—has sent you 
(privately, surreptitiously, with some malefic intentions) (32). 


A ACTOS cd 21216191 aufer | 
oI FRR cd AAE U9r umo» vroreerest Ii 331I 
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mam netumagato'si tvam ramanasa upasthite | 

na prapsyase tvam mamadya pa$ya prananstyajamyaham ıı 3311 
na janatidrsam ramastvam bharyaharanodyatam | 

ramadanyam na spr$ami tvam va bharatameva va ıı 3411 


33-34. Have you come to take me away after Sri Ram is somehow eliminated 
(killed)? But you shall not get hold of me. Look, I shall die now (33). 
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Sri Ram does not know that you are eager to usurp his loyal wife. I cannot 
touch either you or Bharat or anyone else in this world, for I know no one except Sri 
Ram. [To wit, I am a chaste and loyal wife of Sri Ram. So do not ever dare to cast an 
evil eye upon me, not you nor anyone else. Beware? P (34). 


SCIACA AEA Al FAGISIA BAGS 8 | 
degra cigar: P füerencdta g: Rad: i 391 
ddd HVA afs fàg rai ong vearhs | 
SAAI TAGARI: 212101 SADASI Ii BEI 
RÀ gfe RIAN ward 9rol: 9rol: | 
ddisonk AMATA Wav AAN |i ZVI 
2flararatiuererar AHIGVSDAVSC: | 

lal asracilasrgr orcdr Asus ARPA: I 3c 
wogacipcidiial ral sdrerdergdia | 

Aol aged weildife ARA MARRIR II 3911 
sooda aat à aurorfareerfer ct eet | 
poate AA fero cd eife Bad II voll 


ityuktva vadhyamana sa svabahubhyam ruroda ha | 
tacchrutva laksmanah karnau pidhayativa duhkhitah 11 351 
mamevam bhasase candi dhik tvam nasamupaisyasi | 
ityuktva vanadevibhyah samarpya janakatmajam ıı 3611 
yayau duhkhatisamvigno ramameva Sanaih Sanaih | 
tato'ntaram samalokya ravano bhiksuvesadhrk i 3711 
sitasamipamagamat sphuraddandakamandaluh | 

sita tamavalokyasu natva sampijya bhaktitah i 381 
kandamulaphaladini dattva svagatamabravit | 

mune bhunksva phaladini visramasva yathasukham i 391 
idanimeva bharta me hyagamisyati te priyam | 

karisyati visesena tistha tvam yadi rocate ii 401 


35-40. Saying this, she starting beating her chest with her hands, and wept bitterly. 
Hearing such reprehensive, stern, scornful and accusing words from her, Laxman was 
aghast and overwhelmed with anguish and anger. He closed both his ears in disgust 
with his hands (35). 

He said disdainfully, ‘Oh Chandi! [‘Chandi’ is an epithet for a woman in 
anger; it is used to show disgust at a woman who has lost all sense of prudence in her 
fit of anger; Chandi is a goddess of war and an embodiment of ferocity and 
vehemenance. | 

Shame to you that you say such (abhorable, reprehensible, despicable and 
hateful) words to me. This will cause your own destruction (ruin).’ 

Saying this, Laxman put her in the care of the patron deities of the forest (36), 
and being immensely anguished, perturbed, peeved and remorseful, he proceeded 
reluctantly and slowly to where Sri Ram was. 
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Just at that time and as was the want of destiny, seeing an opportune moment, 
Ravana assumed the form of a mendicant (37), complete with his staff and Kamandal 
(a water pot), and came to Sita. She bowed to him as soon as she saw a mendicant, 
worshipped him with due devotion (i.e. sincerely) (38), welcomed him by offering 
refreshment of edible roots, stems and fruits, and said, ‘Oh hermit! Eat these fruits etc. 
and make yourself comfortable (39). My husband will be coming back in a short 
while. If you wish, wait for some more time. He can show some greater respect to you 
(i.e. you will be properly worshipped and honoured by my husband; I am unable to do 
so properly as I have my limitations for being a woman who is expected to maintain 
certain decorum and civil politeness when dealing with strangers).’ (40). 


[Note—Verse nos. 31-36 show the effects of anger and false accusations. But we 
must remember that this is not the ‘original’ Sita speaking—she has concealed herself 
in the fire; it is her deceptive, shadowy Maya who speaks to Laxman. The lesson to 
draw is that Maya forcefully leads us astray from our chosen path and duty, and it fills 
us with agitations and anguish, anger and frustration leading to reckless behaviour and 
our ruin. | 


fga 

DI cd padui cbr dr Aat Aaror | 
fala À arit aor 2reraratfa | 

qf ag aa: Ad zaqared fordost II v ell 


bhiksuruvaca 

ka tvam kamalapatraksi ko va bharta tavanaghe I 
kimarthamatra te vaso vane raksasasevite | 

bruhi bhadre tatah sarvam svavrttantam nivedaye ii 4111 


41. Ravana, who was in the disguise of a mendicant, said, ‘Oh the lotus-eyed one 
(kamalapatraksi)! Who are you? Who is your husband? Oh the faultless and 
immaculate lady (tavanaghe)! Why do you live in this forest inhabited by demons? 
Oh honourable lady (bhadre)! Tell me all this, then I shall also tell you about 
myself.’ (41). 


2ftatara 

arereerrferufcr: offaror 2ror Goel ASI | 
AA SITS: Ac Wel: AASIA: I vll 
AUS Hia: ucoft ular storcpoifscott | 

Aa sal PRIYA AJAA MAARA: II v3ll 
ARRI PPA GUS RAJATA: | 

agos AART g sirgíésreeriar À AS I yyl 


sitovaca 
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ayodhyadhipatih $riman raja dasaratho mahan | 

tasya jyesthah suto ramah sarvalaksanalaksitah ıı 4211 
tasyaham dharmatah patni sita janakanandini | 

tasya bhrata kaniyansca laksmano bhratrvatsalah 11 4311 


piturajnam puraskrtya dandake vastumagatah | 
caturdasa samastvam tu jfiatumicchami me vada ıı 4411 


42-44. Sita said—'Oh mendicant! Sri Dasrath, the great king, was the ruler of 
Ayodhya. His eldest son is Sri Ram who possesses all good characters and virtues 
(42). 

I, Sita, the daughter of Janak, am his wife. His younger brother is Laxman. He 
(Laxman) is very fond of his brother (Sri Ram) (43). 

Sri Ram, along with us two, have come to live in the Dandkaranya forest for 
fourteen years on the orders of his father. Now I want to know about you. You should 
also tell me about yourself.’ (44). 


farara 

UcReidoeaiss q AÀ ARIAN: | 
cdccprauf3agtsa cdi Aq PABA: I vell 
JAA WT feb PRRI ari NA | 

88 MN AM AM CAT G:A TAg Il vll 


bhiksuruvaca 

paulastyatanayo'ham tu ravano raksasadhipah | 
tvatkamaparitapto'ham tvam netum puramagatah ıı 4511 

munivesena ramena kim karisyasi mam bhaja I 

bhunksva bhogan maya sardham tyaja duhkham vanodbhavam ıı 4611 


45-46. The mendicant replied—'I am Ravana, the king of demons and the son of 
Vishrawa of the Pulastya clan (or a grand son of Pulastya). I yearn to possess you; 
hence, I have come here to take you with me to my capital (at Lanka) (45). 

What will you get (benefit) from that Ram who is attired as a hermit. Have 
affection and love for me, and avoid all the hardships (and sorrows, troubles and 
miseries) associated with the forest. Instead, enjoy various types of comforts and 
pleasures with me." (46). 


gea agao ilar sitar feoPagara caer i 
Ad aU Ai cd off Tawar 2T8GI Il vli 
amorfareerfcr Wasi goi fcre ASIO: | 
A pt afer r eaat 9roit Aen II vet 


$rutva tadvacanam sita bhita kificiduvaca tam | 
yadyevam bhasase mam tvam na$amesyasi raghavat ıı 471 
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agamisyati ramo'pi ksanam tistha sahanujah | 
mam ko dharsayitum $akto harerbharyam Saso yatha ıı 4811 


47-48. Hearing these words of Ravana, Sita became a little scared, and said to him, 
‘If you say such things to me, Raghav (Sri Ram) will destroy (punish) you (47). 

Just wait a little while, Sri Ram shall be coming soon with his younger 
brother. Who can use force with me? Is it possible that a rabbit uses force against a 
lioness? (48). 


aaao ra ule arálact II vtl 
sía tiara: gral UAV: lefsa: | 
de GMIA aremuderatfoorert | 
aerei fdorfergrot aorcrirerarereTfcur II Voll 


ramabanairvibhinnastvam patisyasi mahitale 11 4911 

iti sitavacah $rutva ravanah krodhamürcchitah 1 
svarüpam dar$ayamasa mahaparvatasannibham | 
dasasyam vimSatibhujam kalameghasamadyutim ıı 5011 


49-50. Being pierced (shot) and torn (cut) to pieces, you'll soon sleep (lie dead) on the 
surface of the earth (i.e. you will die at the hands of Sri Ram).’ 

Hearing such (scornful, sarcastic, bold and reproachful) words of Sita, Ravana 
became extremely agitated with anger (49) and showed her his colossus, mountainous 
form which had ten heads and twenty arms, and who had the fearful visage and an 
awe-inspiring terrifying form resembling that of a black cloud (of dooms day) (50). 


AGN TAGA AAA x fae: | 

ad facri enuff ordaxgeer arefar: n 21 
daR 231 fåra weil fàrq ASRR | 

8I AA 8I ASAAN Soil ADA || 921] 
IRAGA Glo Useoc stadia M | 

gral dcajfoad clot MARI: URIA: II 93 
sorcrep»feera: off oremsjritgurquso: | 

fcreo AOA ci ure al ercesfer AAA: II vil 
ANCA ADRA AR AGARIA | 
go Hogue cd Üste Il ll 


taddrstva vanadevyasca bhūtāni ca vitatrasuh | 

tato vidarya dharanim nakhairuddhrtya bahubhih n 5111 
tolayitva rathe ksiptva yayau ksipram vihayasa I 

ha rama ha laksmaneti rudati janakatmaja ıı 5211 
bhayodvignamana dina pa$yanti bhuvameva sā | 
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$rutva tatkranditam dinam sitayah paksisattamah ıı 5311 
jatayurutthitah Sighram nagagrattiksnatundakah 1 
tistha tistheti tam praha ko gacchati mamagratah i 541 
musitva lokanathasya bharyam Sünyadvanalayat | 
Sunako mantrapütam tvam purodasamivadhvare ıı 5511 


51-55. Seeing that fearful, terrible form, the patron goddesses and gods of the forest 
became immensely scared. [Perhaps this is the reason why the forest goddesses whom 
Laxman had entrusted the security of Sita did not react and tried to protect her. Refer 
verse no. 36. | 

Then Ravana used his nails to dig and scoop-up the earth from beneath Sita, 
and lifted it in his hands along with her (51), put it on his chariot, and then sped away 
hastily through the path of the sky'. At that time, Sita became extremely horrified and 
wept bitterly, wailing aloud woefully in utter distress, ‘Oh Ram, Oh Laxman!’ (52). 

Sita became terribly frightened and looked pitifully and haplessly at the 
ground below. Hearing these loud wailings of Sita crying for help, Jatau, the best 
among vultures (53), who had a sharp beak, got up from the summit of the mountain, 
and challenged Ravana, saying: ‘Oh you rascal, stop! Like the dog which 
surreptitiously takes away (steals) *Purodaash^ material of the fire sacrifice, who are 
you who is taking away the wife of the Lord of the Lokas (i.e. Sri Ram) from this 
lonely, dense forest right in front of me? [To wit, how dare you trespass my area of 
authority with such impunity; who the hell are you to kidnap someone’s wife while I 
am here to guard the realm? Stop instantly and answer me before you proceed.]’ (54- 
55). 


[Note—'Ravana had tried to rape two Apsaras or celestial damsels called Punjiksthala 
and Rambha, and was cursed by Brahma and Nal Kuber, son of Kuber, respectively 
that if he tried to force himself upon any woman against her wishes in future, his head 
will split in 100 pieces. This is the reason why Ravana did not touch Sita, and in order 
to abduct her he had scooped up the earth from underneath her feet, and planted it on 
his chariot just like a gardener transplants his plants from one spot in the garden to 
another. 


*Purodash is the offering made to a sacred fire during a sacrifice. It consists of a 
mixture of wheat flour, rice, sugar and milk cooked together. | 


scaacdl dilgurquaot TURIARI agers | 
aE AA USR GUIANA cor: I YSI 
dd: Mai URREA 2IdUr: ASNA | 
RS ugit orare: URRI AA: I 1l 


uud fepPacestur yo afar ufarare | 
YORRI AAR AAV: | cI 


ityuktva tiksnatundena cürnayamasa tadratham | 
vahan bibheda padabhyam curnayamasa taddhanuh ıı 5611 
tatah sitam parityajya ravanah khadgamadade | 
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ciccheda paksau samarsah paksirajasya dhimatah ii 571 
papata kificicchesena pranena bhuvi paksirat | 
punaranyarathenasu sitamadaya ravanah i 581 


56-58. Saying this, Jatau used his sharp beaks to break his chariot to smithereens, 
used his claws to kill the horses and cut Ravana's bow to pieces (56). 

Then Ravana left Sita aside and took out his sword, and out of frustration, cut- 
off the wings of Jatau (57). 

With the wings chopped-off, the poor Jatau became helpless and fell to the 
ground almost half dead. Then Ravana put Sita in a second (reserve; back-up) chariot 
and sped off (58). 


[Note—This verse shows that he had another standby chariot ready for contingencies. 
How come he had two chariots? When he has visited Marich, he had brought along 
two chariots—one for himself and the other for Marich. But since Marich boarded the 
chariot along with him—see Canto 6, verse no. 38—the other chariot was towed 
along for emergencies. ] 


cprerodit ARIAL Ga oriferercesíer | 

8I WA 8I SPA Al of UA G:Raaws Il Veil 
ZAI ofleratrori SAI Hei ARI WE | 

8I AFA ASIA Gis MARIAA II Soll 


kroSanti ramarameti trataram nadhigacchati | 

ha rama ha jagannatha mam na pa$yasi duhkhitam ıı 5911 
raksasa niyamanam svam bharyam mocaya raghava | 

ha laksmana mahabhaga trahi mamaparadhinim ıı 6011 


59-60. At that time, finding no one to save her, Sita repeatedly called out to Sri Ram, 
weeping and wailing woefully—‘Oh Sri Ram! Oh the Lord of the world! Don't you 
(or can't you) see this distressed and tormented me? (59). 

Oh Raghav! You wife is being taken away (forcefully) by a demon, you must 
liberate her. Oh the great Laxman! Protect me, who am the culprit (i.e. I am guilty of 
casting aspersions on you and on your character, ridiculing you and forcing you to 
abandon me alone in the forest. It is my fault that I am being kidnapped. That is why I 
call myself a culprit) (60). 


AGIA Seed À grogetábar Gaz | 

sAd HMA Ai APASAT II £ 21 
SPIA UYAN AARI Acar: II ELI 
fader oea taner | 
udar) f3erdror Pa Alolzol AIRI | 
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Ad: AAGICHSEA AFP SICAI A AAU: | 
Voc: GY 38231 Aa gitepfaftrors fea. | 
uss: Unda AMAGER Il EYII 


vaksarena hatastvam me ksantumarhasi devara | 
ityevam kroSamanam tam ramagamanasankaya i 6111 
jagama vayuvegena sitamadaya satvarah ıı 6211 
vihayasa niyamana sitapa$yadadhomukhr i 
parvatagre sthitan pafica vanaran varijanana | 
uttarryardhakhandena vimucyabharanadikam ıı 6311 
baddhva ciksepa ramaya kathayantviti parvate 11 6411 
tatah samudramullanghya lankam gatva sa ravanah | 
svantahpure rahasye tamasokavipine'ksipat | 
raksasibhih parivrtam matrbuddhyanvapalayat ıı 6511 


61-65. *Oh brother in law! I had accused you of having ill-intentions against me and 
Sri Ram (literally, shot scathing verbal acrimonious arrows at you accusing you of 
many things which I regret now. Refer verse nos. 31-36). So forgive me!’ 

Seeing Sita wailing and lamenting like this, and fearing that Sri Ram would 
hear her and arrive soon (61), Ravana moved speedily with great haste, as fast as the 
wind. In this manner, while going through the sky and looking downwards (62), the 
lotus-eyed Sita saw five monkeys sitting on the top of a mountain (of Rishyamuk). 
Seeing them, she tore off her scarf into pieces, tied her ornaments in them with knots, 
and threw them down one by one on the mountain with the idea that these will tell Sri 
Ram about her (i.e., the direction by which she was going). 

Eventually, Ravana crossed the ocean and reached Lanka (63-64). 

There in his palace, he placed her (Sita) in a secluded place called *Ashok 
Van’ (which was an enchanting garden inside Ravana’s royal palace). Keeping her 
surrounded (i.e. guarded) by demonesses, he protected her (and kept a strict vigil on 
her) as if she was his mother. [To wit, Ravana ensured that no one amongst the 
demons would unnecessarily trouble Sita. So he appointed certain female demons to 
guard Sita round the clock. One such demoness was Tadka, an old lady who was wise 
and god-fearing. By-and-by she became a close companion of Sita and used to keep 
her spirits high and hopes for freedom alive all through her ordeal.] (65). 


[Note—(1) Sita must have thrown at least 2-3 packets down, if not more. This was to 
help Sri Ram identify or chart the direction in which she was flying because by 
drawing a straight line between any 2-3 points, it would be easy for Sri Ram to extend 
it to Lanka—or the general direction in which Ravana took her. It is based on simple 
geometry. 

(2) Mentally, Ravana revered Sita as his mother, but outwardly he had to play 
his role in the drama of which he was a villain as much as Sri Ram played his role as a 
hero inspite of him knowing everything beforehand. Ravana had taken proper care of 
Sita with the same reverential feeling as one would have for his own mother.] 


cperrsferótorr ufscpetafotar gor grereoonsferfaacr | 
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sfct oflaraeercararareror Sasa VIG 
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krsa'tidina parikarmavarjita duhkhena Susyadvadana'tivihvala | 
ha rama rameti vilapyamana sita sthita raksasavrndamadhye ıı 6611 


iti Srimadadhyatmaramayane umamahesvarasamvade 
aranyakande saptamah sargah ıı 71 


66. At that place, Sita, who had become very weak, emaciated, forlorn and 
miserably wretched, abandoned all ornamentations. She was withered in body and 
was tormented (mentally). She spent her days remorsefully lamenting, saying *Oh 
Ram, Oh Ram' continuously (66). 


[Note— Sita was undergoing immense mental distress and abject sense hopelessness 
which was more devastating for her health than any physical torture. Since Ravana 
had revered her as his mother, the chances of any physical torture were remote. She 
became emaciated and weak due to mental agonies and worries. She had become a 
mental and physical wreck.] 


Thus ends Canto 7 of Aranya Kand of Adhyatma Ramayan narrating what Lord Shiva 
told Parvati with respect to Sita's abduction by Ravana. 
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Section 5.2.3: 


Geetawali Ramayan 


{The Story of Abduction of Sita by Ravana} 


‘Geetawali Ramayan’ is another version of the epic story of the Ramayan that was 
written by Goswami Tulsidas. This fascinating book is so called because its 
composition pattern makes it suitable as a “Book of Songs”, because the word ‘Geeta’ 
means a ‘song’. Its verses have been set to different Ragas of classical Indian music, 
and are so wonderfully penned and planned that single events of the story of the 
Ramayan are composed in different styles of poetic composition that conform to 
different Ragas so that the same episode can be sung melodiously in varying styles of 
classical songs. 

Another salient feature of Geetawali Ramayan is that the pace of narration is 
slow and easy-going as they are meant to be sung in melodious tunes, and a song 
needs ample time and space that is unique to the individual requirements of the style 
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in which it is composed. A song is not a narrative like that of a dry prose; it focuses 
on one aspect of a particular event and delves on it sufficiently long enough to make it 
touch the finer cords of heart and stir up relevant emotions. 

Verses of Geetawali Ramayan, and even Kavitawali Ramayan that also falls in 
the genre of songs and poetry and forms a part of our narrative as we shall see in due 
course of our reading, have been used in our narration to add a new flavour and taste 
to the Story of Ravana; it adds to the narrative an emotional and sentimental quotient 
that are natural and inherent to songs and poetry, something usually lacking in prose 
to a great extent. It also makes the rendering of the story diverse and multifaceted as 
the reader can read it from different angles and different perspectives. 

Another thing: the style of composition of both Geetawali and Kavitawali is 
such that they have a slow-motion narrative, as their verses focus on a particular event 
more closely, describing a single event in a number of verses composed in different 
poetic styles and set to different musical tunes known as ‘Ragas’ of classical Indian 
music. So when the reader reads the verses of Geetawali or Kavitawali, which have 
been included in the general flow of our text at intervals, it is like a rewinding of the 
story and re-visiting its selected episodes to read them once again in slow-motion, at 
an easy pace; this gives a chance to see that particular event from up close as if having 
a ring-side viewing of it. It adds further charm to the general reading of the story. 


This said, we shall now read Geetawali Ramayan, Aranya Kand, verse nos. 3-8 that 
describe the slaying of Marich (verse nos. 3-6), Sita’s abduction by Ravana (verse no. 
7), and the killing of Jatau by Ravana (verse no. 8). Now therefore we shall start 
reading the verses in right earnest as follows:- 


ANYa—aet 
WT URS 
(3/3) 





dd 8 WANA Be aT | 

dadd qw uvdeél dv, be SS eem wii 
pengi «wem ef fw esp SRI set | 
ay uted wir Aq wg, ARE Wwe Brel! 211 
A-ra yA fae ware wale amar ce] 
aca afer, PR SR facad yaar drs 11 311 
AA ww ade RA eNe Te | 

maA, aA, aAA, fderefi at gendi Sx TDIA 




















marica-vadha 
raga soratha 


(3/3) 


baithe haim rama-lasana aru sita. 
pancabati bara paranakuti tara, kahairn kachu katha punita.. 1.. 
kapata-kuranga kanakamanimaya lakhi priyasorn kahati hamsi bala. 
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pa'e palibe joga manju mrga, marehu manjula chala.. 2.. 
priya-bacana suni bihamsi premabasa gavahirh capa-sara linhem. 
calyo bhaji, phiri phiri citavata munimakha-rakhavare cinhem.. 3.. 
sohati madhura manohara murati hema-harinake pache. 
dhavani, navani, bilokani, bithakani basai tulasi ura ache.. 4.. 


The slaying of the Demon Marich-I 


Verse no. 3/3—[Marich was one of the demons who had gone to disturb the fire 
sacrifice of sage Vishwamitra which Lord Ram and Laxman had stood to guard. He 
was accompanied by another demon named Subahu, and they led a huge army of 
demons to attack the fire sacrifice. In the battle that ensued, Subahu was burnt to 
death while Marich was hit by the head-less shaft of Lord Ram's arrow which spared 
his life but flung him 700 Yojans (1 Yojan = appx. 8 or 16 miles depending upon 
different measuring scales) away to an island in the middle of the ocean where he 
lived hidden in utter affright of the Lord. Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, 
Chaupai line nos. 1-6 that precede Doha no. 210. 

Now it so happened that when Lord Ram, Sita and Laxman entered the deep 
realms of the wild forest, beyond the mountains of Vindhyaachal, they decided to 
tarry a while and take shelter in Panch-vati, a pleasant place surrounded by five huge 
banyan trees on the banks of river Godavari, to abide there for some time ere moving 
ahead on their wanderings in the forest. This place was the play-ground of demons 
and demonesses. One such female demon was Supernakha, a sister of Ravana, the 
king of the demon race. She was extremely lascivious and pervert as was the wont of 
her ilk. When she descried the handsome and well-built beauteous and charming form 
of Lord Ram, she was overcome with passion and wished to marry the Lord. She 
disguised herself as a beautiful maiden and approached Lord Ram with this absurd 
proposal. Obviously the Lord rejected her overtures. She became furious and lunged 
at Sita to kill her. Then Lord Ram signalled Laxman to snip-off her nose and ears as 
punishment. Bleeding and aghast, she rushed to her cousin brothers named Khar, 
Dushan and Tisira, asking them to take revenge. Peeved beyond measure and felt 
challenged, they attacked Lord Ram with a fierce army. Howbeit, they were all 
decimated in the battle that ensued. Stunned and flabbergasted, Supernakha rushed to 
Ravana to inform him of all the developments. She made a strong case for Ravana to 
intervene and take up arms for her, as the person who could do this to her and kill her 
invincible cousins surely posed a grave danger to Ravana himself. So, after due 
thought and council, Ravana devised a device to settle scores with Lord Ram, and to 
implement his plans he went to Marich and forced him, under the threat of death 
should he refuse to do as was told, because Marich was very reluctant to confront 
Lord Ram, to disguise himself as a deer with a golden hide and play around the 
hermitage of Lord Ram. 

By and by, as was decreed by Destiny and was the fiat of Fate which only 
helped Lord Ram to carry out his pre-planned strategy, Sita asked the Lord to fetch 
the deer as she wanted to keep it as a pet to play with in the hermitage. Hereat, Lord 
Ram went behind Marich who was now disguised as a golden deer. Marich ran far 
away from the hermitage when the Lord finally shot him as he refused to be trapped. 
While dying, Marich lent out a shrill cry, shouting the name of Laxman at the top of 
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his voice. When Sita heard it she felt Lord Ram was in danger and needed Laxman’s 
help. So she forced Laxman to go to the aid of his brother, and was thus left alone in 
the hermitage. 

Meanwhile, Ravana lay in wait for this precise moment. He came to Sita 
disguised as a mendicant, begging for alms. When she came out to offer something to 
him, he caught hold of her, and forcing her on his chariot, he took her to his capital 
city of Lanka and held her captive. 

This entire episode is narrated in detail in Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, 
from Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes Doha no. 17—to Doha no. 29 ka. 

However, Marich-specific narration appears in Ram Charit Manas, Aranya 
Kand, from Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 23—to Doha no. 27. 


In Geetawali however, we come straight to the narration of the incident of the slaying 
of Marich, in verse nos. 3/3—3/6 herein below. | 


Lord Sri Ram, Sita and Laxman are sitting inside the beautiful thatched hut in the 
Panchvati forest (1). 


At the moment when Sita saw the deceitful deer with a golden hide that was studded 
with priceless gems, its skin glistening with the hue of gold, she said to her husband 
(Lord Ram), ‘If you can trap and bring this deer alive, it is worth keeping; and even if 
it is killed, its hide is very beautiful (and we can use it as a seating mat).'! (2) 

['Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-5 that precede 
Doha no. 27.] 


Hearing the words of his beloved, Lord Ram lifted the bow and arrow. Seeing Lord 
Ram pursuing it, the deer ran away, but constantly kept glancing back (because) he 
could recognise Lord Ram who had protected sage Vishwamitra’s sacrifice (and had 
thrown Marich far onto the island in the middle of the ocean with one shot of his 
headless arrow) (3). 


The image of Lord Ram running behind a golden deer is very attractive and 
indescribably beautiful. The Lord's running, bending, taking aim, getting tired and 
resting a while, and then resuming his run to pursue the golden deer— Tulsidas says 
that he has permanently etched this enchanting scene in his heart? (4). 

[Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 10-13 that 
precede Doha no. 27.] 
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raga kalyana 


(3/4) 


kara sara-dhanu, kati rucira nisanga. 

priya-priti-prérita bana-bithinha bicarata kapata-kanaka-mrga sanga.. 1.. 
bhuja bisala, kamaniya kandha-ura, srama-sikara sohairn samvare anga. 
manu mukuta mani marakata giripara lasata lalita rabi-kirani prasanga..2.. 
nalina nayana, sira jata-mukuta, bica sumana-mala manu siva-sira ganga. 
tulasidasa ais! mürati ki bali, chabi biloki lajaim amita ananga..3.. 


The slaying of Demon Marich-II 


Verse no. 3/4—Lord Ram has a bow and arrow in his hands, and an attractive quiver 
tied to his waist. 

Inspired by his beloved's love (or, being unable to deny her, his beloved wife 
Sita, what she so longingly desired), he is moving around the forest paths behind the 
decoy, evasive golden deer (1). 


His arms are long and muscular; his shoulders and chest are pretty to behold. The 
sweat drops that adorn his dark complexioned body look as magnificent as pearls that 
embellish a mountain of Markat-mani (1.e. a mountain of emerald) when the sunlight 
falls upon them! (2). 

['Here, the dark-complexioned body of Lord Ram is like the mountain of 
emerald, and the sweat drops are like the pearls that decorate its sides. Both the sweat 
drops as well as the pearls dazzle and shine with a twinkle when the sunlight falls 
upon them, while the body of the Lord glistens in the sunlight even as the smooth 
sides of the mountain of emerald does when the sunlight is reflected from its surface.] 


The Lord's eyes are like lotuses; the head has a crown of matted hairs with a garland 
of flowers tucked in its folds resembling the holy river Ganges on the head of Lord 
Shiva. [The garland is made of white flowers, resembling the frothy and milky waters 
of the river.] 

Tulsidas says that he has sacrificed himself on this majestic and extremely 
enchanting sight of the Lord (ie. he is in thrall and totally spellbound by this 
astounding vision of Lord Ram) which puts to shame the image of even countless 
Kamdeo-cupids taken together. [To wit, a thousand Kamdeos, who is the patron god 
of beauty and charm, would be no match for this wonderful image of Lord Ram.] (3). 
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rāga kēdārā 


(3/5) 


raghava, bhavati mohi bipinaki bithinha dhavani. 

aruna-kanja-barana-carana sokaharana, ankusa-kulisa-ketu-ankita avani.. 1.. 
sundara syamala anga, basana pita suranga, kati nisangaparikara meravani. 
kanaka-kuranga sanga, saje kara sara-capa, rajivanayana ita uta citavani.. 2.. 
sohata sira kumuta jata-patala-nikara, sumana lata sahita raci banavani. 
taisé'l srama-sikara rucira rajata mukha, taisi'e lalita bhrakutinhaki navani.. 3.. 
dekhata khaga-nikara, mrga ravaninhajuta thakita bisari jaham-tahamki 
bhamivani. 

hari-darasana-phala payo hai gyana bimala, jamcata bhagati muni cahata 
javani.. 4.. 

jinhake mana magana bha'e haim rasa saguna, tinhake lekhe aguna-mukuti 
kavani. 

Sravana-sukha karani, bhavasarita-tarani, gavata tulasidasa kirati pavani.. 5.. 


The slaying of Demon Marich-III 


Verse no. 3/5—[Tulsidas addresses Sri Ram and says—] ‘Oh Raghav (Sri Ram)! 
Forsooth I very much like (or am enchanted by the vision of) your running on the 
unpaved, rough ground of the forest (bipinaki bithinha dhavani), as a result of which 
the earth of that place is getting marked by the footprints of your holy feet which have 
the colour of red lotus, are the eliminator of sorrows, tribulations and agonies, and 
have the three auspicious sign of the Ankush (the goad), the Vajra (thunderbolt) and 
the Dwhaja (divine standard or flag of Vishnu) etc. marked on their soles! (1). 

[Lord Vishnu has these three signs on the sole of his feet. The ‘standard’ or 
the flag of Vishnu symbolizes his determination to uphold the law of Dharma, i.e. the 
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principles of righteousness, probity, propriety, nobility in thought and conduct. 

Tulsidas hereby stresses that he is taking so much interest in the narration of 
the story of Lord Ram not because the Lord was some great prince and Tulsidas is 
some bard trying to please his followers and gain acclaim as a great narrator of 
history, but because the Lord was an incarnation of Lord Vishnu, the Supreme Being, 
and Tulsidas has used this means of narration to remember the Lord, focus his mind 
on the Lord, and thereby purify himself and his inner-being, fill his heart with 
devotion and love for the Lord, whereat his entire being feels ecstatic and his life 
fulfilled, and that he has found it the best way to attain bliss and beatitude that suits 
him because he is unable to follow the rigours of meditation and other means of 
spiritual peace. | 


I (Tulsidas) am enchanted by the most charming image of the Lord wearing a yellow 
silk cloth called the ‘Pitambar’ around his most beautiful dark complexioned body, 
the quiver and waist-cloth that are tied around the Lord’s waist, his pursuing (running 
behind) the golden deer with a bow and arrow in hand, and his glancing quickly here 
and there with alert eyes (2). 


Besides this, the crown of matted hairs on the Lord’s head, with flowers and creepers 
tucked here and there in it, look extremely magnificent. Similarly, sweat drops adorn 
and look magnificent on the Lord’s beauteous face, while the curvature of his two 
eyebrows are no less marvelous to behold (3). 


At that time, the flock of birds and animals, both male and female, who come out to 
watch the Lord, become benumbed and stunned into immobility due to the awe they 
find themselves in when they observe the extremely enchanting, the spellbinding, the 
stunning and captivating beauty of Lord Ram’s sight as he runs behind the golden 
deer. 

By their good fortune they have already got (even without asking) the fruit of 
pure, pristine Gyan (realization of the Truth) that comes naturally as a result of having 
Darshan (divine, holy viewing) of the Lord’. Now, as they stand still gazing at Lord 
Ram they appear to beg and plead with the Lord for blessing them with having 
selfless devotion and affection for him which is much sought after by even the sages 
and hermits? (4). 

[This refers to the ultimate bliss that an aspirant achieves when he realizes the 
Truth of the Self. These poor creatures didn’t have the benefit of doing great religious 
practices to achieve it. But when they saw Lord Ram, the intensity of blessedness they 
experienced was the same that is attained by becoming self-realised. Since Lord Ram 
is a manifestation of the Supreme Self, the ‘Parmatma’, his sight was equivalent to 
viewing the true Self in a visible form. 

*Albeit that was alright, but it was a temporary period of feeling blessed, for 
soon the Lord would go far away and these animals and birds would lose sight of the 
Lord. Likewise, it is a very difficult to retain the spiritual gains made by realization of 
the Self, called the path of ‘Gyan’, so much so even great sages and hermits come to 
the conclusion that it is far easier and better to follow the path of Bhakti for the Lord, 
i.e. the path of devotion and love. This latter path is smooth, without any cumbersome 
procedures, and easy to follow, and more importantly, its gains can be maintained 
easily for long durations. It gives eternal blessedness more easily and sustainably as 
compared to the path of Gyan. 
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So, in this imagery, Tulsidas envisages that the way these birds and animals 
stand transfixed gazing at Lord Ram, it appears to him that they are pleading with the 
Lord to bless them with Bhakti so that even after the few moments when the Lord 
would have gone beyond their field of vision they could still remember the Lord for 
all times in their lives and derive the same sense of bliss that they are getting in the 
present moment. ] 


[Lauding the glorious virtues of Bhakti as opposed to dry and abstract philosophy of 
obtaining Mukti, or blessedness, by pursuing the path of Gyan, Tulsidas makes the 
following observation—] Those whose mind and intellect are submerged in the 
succulent juice-like vision of the image of the manifest form of the Lord (which in 
this case is the form of Lord Ram), what values (or importance, significance) do the 
virtues of an abstract form of salvation and emancipation have for them? 

That is why, to wit, Tulsidas sings the glories and fame of Lord Ram (as a 
means for attaining his own blessedness, bliss and beatitude) that are holy and divine, 
are pleasant to the ears, and can help one cross the river symbolized by this deluding 
and mundane world (5). 

[Note—Stanza nos. 4 and 5 lay emphasis on ‘Saguna’ form of devotion for the 
Lord as opposed to the ‘Nirguna’ form. The former represents the formed, physically 
verifiable, visible and known form of the Lord God that has attributes. The latter 
would be the opposite of it: i.e. it would be to worship the Lord in his macrocosmic 
form, a form that is invisible, attributeless, all-pervading, omnipresent. 

Even as the presence of the lamp will automatically eliminate darkness, so 
does the presence of the Lord remove the darkness of ignorance, and in the absence of 
ignorance, wisdom shines through. It is like removing the dark soot or rust from the 
surface of a vessel to bring out the shine of brass from underneath it. 

It is far more practical and better to have the lamp burning right in front and 
get illumination from it (Saguna) than to use a mirror to reflect the sun that is far 
away to get its light for the purpose of getting the same illumination (Nirguna)! 

This is what Tulsidas alludes to in stanza no. 4. He has used the metaphor of 
birds and animals to highlight his philosophy of Bhakti vis-a-vis Gyan. ] 
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raga soratha 


(3/6) 


raghubara duri ja'i mrga maryo. | 
lasana pukari, rama haru'e kahi, maratahu baira sambharyo.. 1.. 
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sunahu tata! ko'u tumhahi pukarata prananathaki na'im. 

kahyo lasana, hatya harina, kopi siya hathi pathayo bari'a’l.. 2.. 
bandhu biloki kahata tulasi prabhu ‘bha! bhali na kinhim. 
mere jana janaki kahu khala chala kari hari linhim.. 3.. 


The slaying of Demon Marich-IV 


Verse no. 3/6—[Lord Ram went far away pursuing the golden deer, far enough to 
give Ravana the chance and the freedom to abduct Sita comfortably. As has been 
noted above, it was a part of the greater scheme of the Lord, and he wished to make 
sure that this opportunity was not lost. He did not wish to make Ravana doubt whether 
he would be able to abduct Sita successfully or not. So he went as far away as was 
reasonable. Then he shot the deer, who was actually the demon Marich in disguise. 
The demon cried out aloud the name of Laxman and then the holy name of the Lord 
softly before he died. His utterance of Lord Ram's name at the final moment of his 
life ensured his emancipation and deliverance. 

Meanwhile, when Sita heard Laxman's name being called out, she thought 
that the Lord was in trouble. So she persuaded Laxman to go forthwith to the aid of 
the Lord. This was the opportunity the wicked Ravana was waiting for. He disguised 
himself as a hermit and came to the hermitage from his hiding place to ask Sita for 
food. As soon as she came close, he caught hold of her and fled. 

The Lord was on his way back after killing the deer, and so when he saw 
Laxman coming towards him, he knew at once that things have gone wrong, that Sita 
is not safe. 

See introductory note to Geetawali, Aranya Kand, verse no. 3/3 herein above. 
Refer also to: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Doha no. 27 along with Chaupai line 
nos. 1-17 that precede it.] 


Lord Ram went very far away before killing the deer. The deer cried aloud ‘Oh 
Laxman’, and then softly uttered ‘Oh Ram’ before dying. 

In this way, even while dying, he remembered his old enmity, and at the same 
time he ensured his salvation! (1). 

[Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 10-17 that 
precede Doha no. 27. 

By calling out for Laxman, Marich made it appear that Lord Ram was in 
danger so that Laxman leaves Sita alone and rushes to help Lord Ram. This will give 
Ravana an opportunity to kidnap her. This will also help Marich settle squares with 
Ram who had shot and flung him earlier when Marich had gone to defile sage 
Vishwamitra fire sacrifice. By saying ‘Ram’ as he collapsed dying, Marich had also 
pronounced the Lord's holy name which is at once a provider of emancipation and 
salvation. The Lord's holy name liberates and delivers the soul from the cycle of 
transmigration and gives it permanent rest. So we see how clever Marich was—he has 
kept his word to Ravana that he would help him to steal Sita, he has settled his old 
enmity with Ram, and to cap it all he had even ensured his own Mukti, i.e. his own 
emancipation and deliverance simultaneously by uttering the Lord's divine name 
‘Ram’ while dying. Definitely it is very clever of him!] 
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On hearing someone call out Laxman's name, Sita said to him, ‘Laxman, someone is 
calling you in the same manner as Lord Ram would. [So, it appears that the Lord 
needs you. Hence, you must go immediately.]’ 

Laxman attempted to assure her that there is nothing to worry about, for it is 
the deer that has been certainly killed. 

At this, Sita became angry and forcefully sent Laxman away (2). 

[ Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 2-6 that precede 
Doha no. 28.] 


Seeing Laxman coming towards him, Tulsidas’ Lord Sri Ram said, ‘Brother, 
you have not done good. In my view (i.e. I have an intuitive feeling that) some 
scoundrel has used deceit to abduct Sita.’ (3). 

[ Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-3 that precede 
Doha no. 30.] 
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sita-harana 


(3/7) 


arata bacana kahati baidéhi. 

bilapati bhüri bisüri ‘dūri ga'e mrga samga parama sanēhř.. 1.. 

kahé katu bacana, rekha nāmghī maim, tata chamā so kijai. 

dekhi badhika-basa rajamaralini, lasana lala! chini Iijai.. 2.. 

banadevani siya kahana kahati yom, chala kari nica hari haum. 
gomara-kara suradhénu, natha! jyaum tyaum parahatha pari haum.. 3.. 
tulasidasa raghunatha-nama-dhuni akani gidha dhuki dhayo. 

"putri putri! jani darahi, na jaihai nicu, micu haum ayo’.. 4.. 


Abduction of Sita 
Verse no. 3/7— [Now it so happened that when Lord Ram, Sita and Laxman entered 


the deeper parts of the wild forest, beyond the mountains of Vindhyaachal, they 
decided to tarry a while and take shelter in Panch-vati, a pleasant place surrounded by 


384 


five huge banyan trees on the banks of river Godavari, to abide there for some time 
ere moving ahead on their wanderings in the forest. This place was the play-ground of 
demons and demonesses. One such female demon was Supernakha, a sister of 
Ravana, the king of the demon race. She was extremely lascivious and pervert as was 
the wont of her ilk. When she descried the handsome and well-built beauteous and 
charming form of Lord Ram, she was overcome with passion and wished to marry the 
Lord. She disguised herself as a beautiful maiden and approached Lord Ram with this 
absurd proposal. Obviously the Lord rejected her overtures. She became furious and 
lunged at Sita to kill her. Then Lord Ram signalled Laxman to snip-off her nose and 
ears as punishment. Bleeding and aghast, she rushed to her cousin brothers named 
Khar, Dushan and Tisira, asking them to take revenge. Peeved beyond measure and 
felt challenged, they attacked Lord Ram with a fierce army. Howbeit, they were all 
decimated in the battle that ensued. Stunned and flabbergasted, Supernakha rushed to 
Ravana to inform him of all the developments. She made a strong case for Ravana to 
intervene and take up arms for her, as the person who could do this to her and kill her 
invincible cousins surely posed a grave danger to Ravana himself. So, after due 
thought and council, Ravana devised a device to settle scores with Lord Ram, and to 
implement his plans he went to Marich and forced him, under the threat of death 
should he refuse to do as was told, because Marich was very reluctant to confront 
Lord Ram, to disguise himself as a deer with a golden hide and play around the 
hermitage of Lord Ram. 

By and by, as was the fiat of Fate and the decree of Destiny which only helped 
Lord Ram to carry out his pre-planned strategy, Sita asked the Lord to fetch the deer 
as she wanted to keep it as a pet to play with in the hermitage. Hereat, Lord Ram went 
behind Marich who was now disguised as a golden deer. Marich ran far away from 
the hermitage when the Lord finally shot him as he refused to be trapped. While 
dying, Marich lent out a shrill cry, shouting the name of Laxman at the top of his 
voice. When Sita heard it she felt Lord Ram was in danger and needed Laxman’s 
help. So she forced Laxman to go to the aid of his brother, and was thus left alone in 
the hermitage. 

Meanwhile, Ravana lay in wait for this precise moment. He came to Sita 
disguised as a mendicant, begging for alms. When she came out to offer something to 
him, he caught hold of her, and forcing her on his chariot, he took her to his capital 
city of Lanka and held her captive. 

As Ravana was taking her away, Jatau, the old vulture whom Lord Ram had 
befriended on his way, heard her wailings and lamentations, and discovering that she 
was Lord Ram’s wife, he intervened and chased the chariot. However hard he tried to 
rescue Sita from the clutches of Ravana, he was no match for the ferocious and well- 
armed demon, who seeing no other way finally drew his sword and cut the bird’s 
wings, at which the poor Jatau fell on the ground mortally wounded. 

This entire episode is narrated in detail in Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, 
from Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes Doha no. 17—to Doha no. 29 ka. 

However, the narration that specifically describes the abduction of Sita and the 
way she squealed pitifully like a frightened fowl sore affright when it is caught in the 
talons of a cruel hawk, wailing and lamenting as she was being taken by Ravana 
aboard his chariot, and Jatau’s intervention which is the subject matter of the present 
verse of Geetawali, appears in Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, from Doha no. 28— 
to Chaupai line no. 11 that precedes Doha no. 29. 
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Albeit, when Ravana fled with Sita, she wailed and lamented woefully. She 
was filled with contrition and regretted what she did—first telling Lord Ram to go and 
bring the golden deer for her, and then asking Laxman to go away from the hermitage. 
Refer: Geetawali, Aranya Kand, verse nos. 3/3 and 3/6 herein above. | 


Sita wailed and lamented most woefully—‘Alas! Alack! Oh my beloved Lord Ram; 
who knows how far has he gone pursuing the deer! [To wit, an he haply be 
somewhere near by, he would definitely hear my wailings, and would immediately 
rush to help me.] (1). 


Oh dear Laxman, I said harsh words to you and crossed the line marked by you. So oh 
son, excuse me. And save me from this hunter (Ravana)! (2).’ 

['Refer: (a) Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 2-6 that 
precede Doha no. 28; and (b) Geetawali, Aranya Kand, verse no. 3/6. 

At the time of dying, Marich had let out a shrill cry, calling out the name of 
Laxman. When Sita heard it she thought that Lord Ram was calling, and forced 
Laxman to go to his brother's aid. Laxman knew that it was not Lord Ram but Marich 
calling, but Sita got so angry at his reluctance to go that he decided that it was wiser 
for him to leave. But before going away, he had marked a circle on the ground around 
the boundary of the hut, activating it as a sort of shield with some mystical Mantras to 
protect the area of the hermitage from any danger, asking Sita not to step out of it. 

But the ways of destiny and the doing of fate are so mysterious that when an 
accident is to occur, all wit, wisdom and precautions fail. So, when Ravana 
approached Sita disguised as a mendicant seeking alms, he stood at a distance from 
the circumference of this circle, and in order to reach him to put the alms in his 
begging bowl, Sita inadvertently and errantly stepped out of this protected circle. 
Seizing the moment, Ravana grabbed her and pulled her onto his waiting chariot as he 
quickly fled the sight.] 


Then she said to the forest deities, ‘Please tell Lord Ram that I have been kidnapped 
by the vile Ravana. Oh Lord (Ram)! I am in the clutches of this rascal like a cow 
called ‘Surdhenu’ (or Kaam-dhenu)’ is in the hands of a butcher (3). 

[This is the cow of the gods. ] 


Tulsidas says that hearing Sita's pitiful cry and hearing Lord Ram's name being said 
by her in utter distress, the vulture king Jatau rushed forward angrily to help her 
rescue from the clutches of the demon. 

He said, ‘Daughter! Don't be afraid! This scoundrel (Ravana) can't escape 
from me now; I've come disguised as his own death!’? (4). 

[ Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 7-11 that precede 
Doha no. 29.] 
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jatayu-vadha 


(3/8) 


phirata na barahi bara pracaryo. 

capari conca-cangula haya hati, ratha khanda khanda kari daryo.. 1.. 
biratha-bikala kiyo, china linhi siya, ghana ghayani akulan'yo. 

taba asi kadhi, kati para, pamvara lai prabhu-priya paran'yo.. 2.. 
ramakaja khagaraja aju laryo, jiyata na janaki tyagi. 

tulasidasa sura-sid'dha sarahata, dhan'ya bihamga barabhagi.. 3.. 


Death of Jatau 


Verse no. 3/8—[The valiant and brave Jatau attacked Ravana with all the ferocity and 
strength he could muster, though old age acted a severe drag on his agility and 
powers. A fierce fight ensued wherein Jatau managed to inflict severe deep wounds 
on Ravana, and at one point of time even managed to take Sita out of the chariot and 
keep her safe somewhere. But the poor bird was obviously no match for the muscular, 
powerfully built and angry Ravana who was not only stoked by vengeance which 
made him mad and reckless to the extreme, but was also armed to the teeth. He drew 
his sword and snipped off Jatau's wings. Thus incapacitated and mortally wounded, 
the poor Jatau fell to the ground, wailing and marveling at the way Fate and Destiny 
finally have their say. He groaned and continued to repeat the holy name of Lord 
Ram, and somehow managed to hold on to his breath, which albeit was very shallow, 
till the time Lord Ram and Laxman came that way in search of Sita so that he (Jatau) 
could convey the news to the Lord, and then make peace with his soul. 

The fight between Jatau and Ravana has been described vividly in Refer: Ram 
Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 7-22 that precede Doha no. 29.] 


Jatau scolded and reproached Ravana severely, most sternly, and repeatedly, but the 
latter did not relent. Then Jatau swiftly attacked the horses with his beaks and claws 
and killed them, and broke the chariot into splinters (1). 


Then he snatched Sita from Ravana's clutches, who being severely wounded and 
seething with anger, drew his sword and cut off the wings of the vulture, recovered 
Sita (from the safe hideout where Jatau had hidden her temporary), and escaped (2). 


Tulsidas says that at that moment, the gods and enlightened ones praised Jatau that as 
long as he lived, he fought the demon valiantly and did not let him proceed with Sita. 
Jatau is forsooth and without gainsay extremely lucky; we hail him; glory to him! (3). 


Kk K 2 2K k 
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Part 2 


Chapter 6: The Search for Sita, 
And her Discovery as a Captive in Lanka 


Section 6.1: 


Ram Charit Manas 


Till this point we have read why and how Ravana abducted Sita. Now we move on to 
the next phase of the narrative. In this Chapter no. 6 we read that when Lord Ram 
returned to his hermitage and found it empty, he was sorely sad and grieved for Sita. 
But soon the Lord gathered his courage and resilience for which he was famous, and 
getting his acts together he decided resolutely to find her abductor and punish him. So 
the Lord set out in search of Sita. On the way he meets Jatau who dies before the 
Lord, and the Lord performs his last rites. Moving ahead, the Lord meets Sabari, the 
old tribal woman, who directs him towards Kishkindha, the monkey kingdom, with an 
advice that there he would meet Sugriv and other monkey warriors who will help him 
in his search. 

By and by, Lord Ram reached the Rishyamook Mountain atop whose summit 
lived Sugriv lived in exile with his monkey and bear companions such as Hanuman, 
Jamvant etc. Here Lord Ram befriends Sugriv and restores his right over the kingdom 
of Kishkindha from which he was unceremoniously ousted by his elder brother Vali 
due to some misunderstanding between the two brothers. 

In due course, a huge effort was launched to trace Sita, and hundreds and 
thousands of monkeys and bears were sent as messengers in all the directions. One 
such group consisted of Hanuman, Angad, Nal, Neel, Jamvant etc. who were chiefs of 
their various groups. This particular group was fortunate as it became the privileged 
one to ultimately trace Sita. When this group reached the shore of the mighty ocean 
across which was situated Lanka where Sita was held in captivity by Ravana, it met 
Sampati, the elder brother of Jatau, who, being a vulture, had a long sight and could 
see Sita seated in a garden in Lanka. He advised the group to send someone there and 
accomplish their mission successfully. 

Hanuman was selected for this great and historical endeavour: he virtually 
jumped across the ocean to land at Lanka, and there he met Sita. 

This part of the Story straddles three Chapters or Kandas or Cantos of Ram 
Charit Manas, viz. the second half of Aranya Kand, the whole of Kishkindha Kand, 
and the beginning of Sundar Kand. 

Since our focus is on telling of the Story of Ravana and the Epic War of 
Lanka, and also since we draw from multiple sources (such as Adhyatma Ramayan, 
Geetawali Ramayan and Kavitawali Ramayan besides Anand Ramayan) to tell this 
fascinating story, we would be constrained, from a practical point, to restrict our 
narrative to only those parts or sections of Ram Charit Manas (and for that matter, of 
the other books which we quote) that have a direct bearing on the general theme of 
this Story. 
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So therefore, in order to remain focused and avoid unnecessary distraction, we 
will quote only that part of the Text that is relevant for our purpose, skipping the rest, 
as our objective here is not to present a full and comprehensive rendering of Ram 
Charit Manas verse-by-verse per-se, but to cite its verses selectively and skillfully so 
as to construct the Story of Ravana around them just like an artisan selects a variety of 
mosaic pieces to create a ‘big picture’ that he wants to make. 

Verily, our Book is a sort of ‘bouquet of flowers’ as it draws from more then 
one source to tell the Story of Ravana, and it is obvious that all the flowers in the 
garden cannot be accommodated in the limited space of a single bouquet. This 
practical constraint compels us to be selective, for it is essential and crucial for the 
successful completion of the project of writing this Book. However, all necessary 
verses will be included. 


Section 6.1.1: Lord Ram begins his search for Sita: 


After slaying Marich, Lord Ram was on his way back to his hermitage when he met 
Laxman on the way. The Lord immediately perceived that there was something 
gravely wrong, and he was proved right because he found the hermitage empty upon 
his return; Sita was not there. 

Initially he was extremely shocked and felt forlorn and hopeless, but soon he 
gathered courage and regained his quintessential power of resilience and being 
steadfast in the face of the gravest of adversities; so overcoming initial distress and 
dismay at the sudden misfortune that had come to haunt him, the Lord launched his 
search for Sita with a firm determination. 

This part of the story appears in Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai 
line nos. 1-17 that precede Doha no. 30. 


"dio. wrote stale stadt eat | otfest Petar ate fa i 9 t 


WHAM URES Behe | sag Ad AST AA Ue it 2 M 
Airean Frat fete srt me pun FA iar 3mm ATT t 3 N 


caupat. 


raghupati anujahi avata dekhi. bahija cinta kinhi bisesi. 1. 
janakasuta pariharihu akéll. ayahu tata bacana mama pell. 2. 
nisicara nikara phirahim bana mahim. mama mana sita a$rama nahim. 3. 


When Lord Raghupati (Sri Ram) saw his younger brother Laxman coming to him 
(inspite of his instructions not to leave Sita alone in the wild forest infested with 
demons), he appeared to be flabbergasted and very worried, but this was only an 
external show of consternation and annoyance (bahija cinta kinhi bises). (1) 


Expressing his concern to Laxman, Lord Ram said to him, *My dear; you left Sita 
alone. You had disobeyed my orders and come here. (2) 


Hordes of demons roam around freely in the wild forest'; I have an intuitive feeling 
that Sita is not in the hermitage. (3) 
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[Note—'Externally Lord Ram appeared to be annoyed that Laxman had disobeyed 
him by leaving Sita alone, and this may be dangerous for her as the forest was full of 
evil creatures who would be lurking in the dark and waiting for the first chance to 
cause harm. The Lord however was well aware of what must have happened as all the 
developments were pre-planned by him in advance, and though he pretended to be 
annoyed that Laxman left Sita alone but actually he felt happy that things were going 
according to the master plan, for otherwise it would have been quite difficult for him 
to find an excuse to get rid of the cruel and sinful demons. 

In this context, refer: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, (i) Chaupai line nos. 
1-5 that precede Doha no. 24; and (ii) Chaupai line no. 6, 8-9 that precedes Doha no. 
27 which expressly endorse these observations. ] 


Whe Wd HAT BST HC ANT | Hes A HS Wife A NT vi 
Sh GAA TT WY aga | Nara qe ssrA WES du N 
saa che Stent A ae facet sr UTend SPAT 8 N 


gahi pada kamala anuja kara jori. kahe'u natha kachu mohi na khori. 4. 
anuja sameta ga'e prabhu tahavam. godavari tata asrama jahavam: 5. 
asrama dékhi janaki hina. bha'e bikala jasa prakrta dina. 6. 


The Lord's younger brother (Laxman) fell at the feet of the Lord and pleaded that 
there was no fault on his part (as he was compelled by Sita to leave her and come to 
where Lord Ram was). Laxman said, ‘Oh Lord, I have not erred willingly at all (for I 
was compelled to come here by Sita herself who raised a tantrum to force me to leave 
her against my wishes)!." (4) 


Lord Ram went with his brother to the banks of river Godavari where he had his 
hermitage. (5) 


Finding the hermitage empty and Sita missing from there, the Lord felt extremely 
distressed and dismayed like an ordinary man would be in this situation. (6) 


[Note— Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 2-6 that precede 
Doha no. 28.] 


wr wf sent Stet psu ler s WA Wer t 6 1 
SAT AUST sg edt bug AS enm AS uidi t e i 


ha guna khani janaki sita. rüpa sila brata nema punita. 7. l 
lachimana samujhā'ē bahu bhāmťī. püchata cale lata taru pāmť. 8. 


Lord Ram wailed and lamented like an ordinary man who is extremely perturbed and 
afflicted; he grieved thus: ‘Oh Janki (Sita; the daughter of king Janak) who is an 
abode of all good virtues. Oh Sita who is perfect and excellent in beauty and manners, 
is steady in upholding the vows of righteousness and probity, and steadfast in 
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observing all the rules of good conduct and goodness in general. [““What has happened 
to you; where have you gone; why did you leave me?"] (7) 


Laxman consoled the Lord in various ways and did his best to uplift his sagging 
spirits and repair the Lord’s broken heart in the best way possible in the prevailing 
situation (like a faithful and true friend and companion should in times of distress and 
misfortune that befalls a person). 

The Lord recovered himself soon, and began his search for Sita. He moved 
along the forest path, asking creepers, trees and leaves about the whereabouts of Sita’. 


(8) 


[Note—Lord Ram was so sad, so distressed and so overwhelmed by grief that he 
asked anything that came his way about Sita. At that time it appeared that he has lost 
all common sense and mental bearing in his desperation to find where Sita had gone 
by asking even inanimate trees, creepers and leaves about her though it is obvious that 
these things can’t hear or speak. 

Why did the Lord do it? It is because he had to play to perfection his role of a 
person whose dear wife has been lost. Further, Laxman was kept in the dark about the 
Lord’s plan to get Sita abducted by Ravana as a prelude to eliminating the demons. So 
he did not wish to let anyone doubt that Sita’s abduction was known to him, and he 
was unaffected by it. That would not fit into his role of a human being; and since the 
Lord is perfect in whatever he chooses to do, he must act perfectly in his role of a 
human being too. 

Besides this, any dispassionate behaviour on his part which would indicate 
that losing Sita has had no great impact on him, would have sent a wrong signal to his 
adversaries: for then tongues would start wagging that Sri Ram was not too pleased 
with Sita and so her loss did not affect him as it should have. This was not acceptable 
at all. 

Refer also to: Chaupai line nos. 16-17 herein below that endorse these view 
points. ] 


anyè aye St TS CT Sa pr Uu 

GSM Wen Hurd WU AT ae Arat ART WaT ii $0 ii 
he Het asa att | Huet ate wu sisal 9 9 M 
Set Ue VAST MT SAT TST eg R Frat GAT WAT I gR I 
stat she Hele erat Dep uen epu Wa Well 23 Il 


he khaga mrga he madhukara $reni. tumha dekhi sita mrganaini. 9. 
kharijana suka kapota mrga mina. madhupa nikara kokila prabina. 10. 
kunda kali dadima damini. kamala sarada sasi ahibhamini. 11. 

baruna pasa manoja dhanu hansa. gaja kehari nija sunata prasansa. 12. 
Sriphala kanaka kadali harasahim. neku na sanka sakuca mana mahim. 13. 


‘Oh birds; oh animals; oh swarm of bees! Have any one of you seen the doe-eyed 
Sita? (9) 
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Alas! The wagtail, the parrot, the pigeon, the deer, the fish, the swarm of bees, the 
expert cuckoo [10], the buds of jasmine flower, the pomegranate, the streak of 
lightening, the lotus flower, the moon of the autumn night, the she-serpent who moves 
smoothly as she slides on a surface [11], the noose of Varun (the Water God), the bow 
of Kaamdeo (cupid), the majestic swan, the mighty elephant and the grand lion—all 
of them now hear themselves being praised and honoured (by poets for their 
respective qualities, virtues and characters that are unique to them, who earlier were 
shunned by the same poets who desisted from praising them and comparing them to 
Sita as they were no match for her singular beauty and virtues represented by each of 
these entities) [12]. (10-12) 


Similarly, the fruits of the wood-apple tree and the golden coloured banana tree also 
feel happy; they do not at all feel bashful and have no misgivings about anything. 
[With Sita gone, these entities too are happy that poets would now use them as 
metaphors when they wish to compare other things with the unique qualities that these 
entities have. Earlier the poets shunned them as Sita was much superior in all respects 
as far as the virtues represented by the wood-apple and banana trees was concerned. 
But now that she has gone, the poets have no choice but to cite these two entities for 
comparison purposes.] (13) 


[Note— Indian poets and bards usually use these entities when they need examples of 
certain unique and excellent qualities that they stand for. But all these qualities faded 
in excellence when compared with similar qualities of Sita; so the poets refrained 
from citing them as metaphors as that would undermine their reputation as skillful and 
knowledgeable poets and bards. Now that Sita is no more, these entities feel happy 
that once again they will have the honour being cited as examples of certain stellar 
virtues or qualities by poets and bards. 

That said, now let us what special features these entities possess that make 
them so favourite of poets and bards when they use them as standards to describe the 
beauty of a lady in her prime. 

The eyes of a bewitching beauty are compared to the eyes of a fish, the wagtail 
and the fawn; the nose to the parrot's beak; the neck to that of a pigeon; the curl of 
hairs to a swarm of black-bees; the voice to the singing of the cuckoo; the teeth to the 
buds of the jasmine flower and the seeds of the pomegranate; the brilliance and glisten 
of complexion to the radiance and splendour of lightening; the limbs, i.e. the hand and 
the leg, as well as the face and the eyes to the lotus flower; the face to the full moon 
of autumn; the long braid of hair hanging and swaying at the back or front of the lady 
to the smooth sliding motion of a serpent; the enticing smile that captivates all 
beholders to the snare of Varun; the curve of the eyebrow to the bow of Kaamdeo 
(cupid); the swagger in the gait and its swaying movement to the majestic way a swan 
swims or an elephant walks; the waist to that of an adult lion; the breasts to the fruits 
of the wood-apple tree; and the thighs to the smooth skin of the banana tree. 

The subtle idea here is that though these selected entities are models of beauty 
themselves in their respective fields, yet they were no comparisons to Sita; and hence 
poets and bards shied away from citing any of them. But now that Sita is gone, and if 
the poets and bards need a metaphor in her absence, they have no other options but to 
cite one of these entities to suit their purpose. This makes these entities happy that at 
last they are once again in demand and sought after.] 
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"p went cle fer] SS | STA Wener Us VT TTI 9 N 

fenfit afe ara stra cafe oret | frat ahr wea enu met t gu ll 
ule fafér tera farerua caret 1 tg Wer facet sift R 2g i 
UAHA UA GS Wat | Ast alta cat 3TSD Sta It 96 UI 


sunu janaki tohi binu ajü. harase sakala pa'i janu raju. 14. 

kimi sahi jata anakha tohi pahim. priya begi pragatasi kasa nahim. 15. 
ēhi bidhi khojata bilapata svami. manahum maha birahi ati kami. 16. 
püranakama rama sukha rasi. manuja carita kara aja abinasi. 17. 


Oh Janki (Sita), listen. All these entities are so happy at your absence as if they have 
acquired the kingdom of some place. [To wit, all of a sudden they feel very fortunate 
that once again they are sought after by poets for citing them as metaphors of beauty.] 
(14) 


Say, how can you bear such rivalry? [These entities are rejoicing at your misfortune; 
they are least concerned that your absence has caused so much misery to me. 

My dear, tell me is it ever possible that you would tolerate their impertinence 
and ill-manners? If not, then why are you hiding? If you come out and reveal yourself, 
they would be put to ignominious shame and would go to hide themselves.]’ (15) 


In this way, overcome with grief and distress, the Lord moved around in a miserable 
condition, lamenting and wailing for Sita woefully like a very passionate man who 
has been smitten by deathly pangs of separation from his beloved, leaving him utterly 
inconsolable. (16) 


Lord Ram is eternally contented and fulfilled; he is an eternal abode of bliss, 
happiness and beatitude. But now he is acting like a mortal man even though he is 
immortal and one who neither dies nor takes a birth. [This is because he is the 
Supreme Being. And this being the case, it also means that he is perfect in whatever 
he does, even playing his role as a human being to perfection. He shows here how a 
husband whose dear wife has been lost feels and behaves.] (17) 


Section 6.1.2: Lord Ram meets Jatau and performs his last rites: 


Wandering in the forest looking for Sita as described herein above, Lord Ram came to 
the place where Jatau, the vulture, lay wounded on the ground after his wings were 
cut by Ravana as the latter fled with Sita towards Lanka. 

The Lord met Jatau most affectionately, caressed him and cleaned his wounds 
personally, feeling very sorry for him as he tried to sooth the bird and give peace to 
him as best as he could. Jatau told the Lord about Ravana and the general direction in 
which he had gone on the chariot with a wailing Sita in his captivity. Then Jatau 
prayed to Lord Ram and died. The Lord performed his last rites as he would have 
done for his own father. Jatau found deliverance, and went to the abode of the Lord in 
heaven. 
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This part of the story is narrated in Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai 
line no. 18 that precedes Doha no. 30—to Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes Doha no. 
33. 


Now, let us read what happened: 


am um Titerata QST | afd Wa aa Rra TUT $2 N 


agem para gidhapati dekha. sumirata rāma carana jinha rékha. 18. 


When Lord Ram moved ahead he came to the place where he saw the king of 
vultures, Jatau, lying on the ground (because his wings had been cut-off by Ravana). 
Jatau was remembering Lord Ram and his mind was concentrated on the holy feet of 
the Lord with their auspicious marks’. (18) 


[Note—'Lord Ram was an incarnation of Lord Vishnu, the Supreme Lord of the 
world. According to scriptures, the sole of Lord Vishnu’s feet have 48 marks which 
are considered unique to him and very auspicious. They are the following: 

(a) Marks or holy signs under the sole of the left foot—(1) a vertical line 
(Urdhva-rekha), (ii) a swastika, (iii) an octagon made by a pair of squares intersecting 
each other to form eight-cornered star (Ashtakona), (iv) a golden coloured coil 
consisting of two-and-a-half concentric circles (symbolizing goddess Laxmi, the 
goddess of wealth and prosperity), (v) a plough (Hal), (vi) a pestle (Moosal), (vii) a 
figure of the serpent (the celestial serpent known as Sesh-nath), (viii) an arrow, (ix) a 
zero (symbolising the sky element that is infinite and nothingness; Shunya), (x) a 
lotus flower (Kamal), (xi) a chariot, (xii) a thunderbolt (Vajra), (xiii) a grain of barley 
(symbolising crop and cereals that give nourishment), (xiv) the tree (Kalpa-taru; the 
all wish fulfilling tree found in heaven), (xv) a goad (Ankush; symbolising control of 
the world and subduing sinful creatures), (xvi) a flag (Pataka or Dhwaj; insignia of 
supreme and universal authority), (xvii) a crown (Mukut; the lordship of this 
creation), (xviii) a discus (serrated circular weapon; the Sudarshan Chakra), (xix) a 
throne (standing for supremacy authority and emperorship of this creation), (xx) the 
danda (staff of Yama, the god of death; symbolising the Lord’s power over death), 
(xxi) a flapper or whisker (used to whisk away flies; swayed before kings and 
emperors; it is known as Chamar); (xxii) a parasol or umbrella (put on the head of a 
sovereign; symbol of universal power and authority over this creation), (xxiii) a male 
human figure (of Viraat Purush; the cosmic form of the Supreme Being; the supreme 
Father), and (xxiii) a garland (of victory). Total = 24 signs. 

(b) Marks or holy signs under the sole of the right foot—(1) flowing water 
(symbolising the holy river Saryu), (ii) a cow's hoof, (iii) the earth, (iv) a pitcher, (v) 
a flag (Pataka), (vi) a black plum (Jambu Phal), (vii) a crescent moon (Chandra), (viii) 
a conch shell (Shankha) (ix) a hexagon (a figure made by intersecting of two 
equilateral triangles), (x) a triangle (Trikone), (xi) a mace (Gada), (xii) a living being 
(symbolized by a point standing for the soul which is atomic in size), (xiii) a Vindu 
(the decimal; a dot; symbolising the source of cosmic energy), (xiv) the Shakti 
(cosmic dynamic powers and energy represented by a semi-circle at the lower end or 
the base of the dot, the Vindu), (xv) a lake or reservoir of nectar (Sudha-kunda), (xvi) 
three horizontal lines (symbolising the three phases of creation, time and space; or the 
three segments of the world: the heaven, the earth and the nether world), (xvii) a fish, 
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(xviii) a full moon (Chandrama), (xix) an Indian lute (Vina), (xx) a flute, (xxi) a bow; 
(xxii) a quiver, (xxiii) a swan (Hansa), and (xxiii) a tiara (known as Chandrika; a 
crescent-shaped ornament worn on the top of a turban or crown of kings; an ornament 
of a lady’s head). Total = 24 signs. 

Grand total = 24 on left foot + 24 of right foot = 48.] 


ao. mC ae far was Hay Tyee 
Fri m ofa ema qe fana sid Wa div i 3o I 
doha. 


kara saroja sira parase'u krpasindhu raghubira. 
nirakhi rama chabi dhama mukha bigata bha' saba pira. 30. 


Lord Raghubir (Sri Ram), who is an ocean of mercy, compassion and grace, felt very 
sorry and sad for Jatau; the Lord caressed him very affectionately by moving his 
loving hands over the wounded bird's head. 

When Jatau observed the charming face of Lord Ram up close, all his agonies 
and grief disappeared (for he felt extremely comforted, happy and fulfilled 
notwithstanding his sufferings and pain caused by the mortal wound that bled 
severely, inflicted on his body by Ravana). (Doha no. 30) 


[Note—Lord Ram was well acquainted with Jatau; they had met earlier when the 
Lord had entered the Dandakaranya forest, and an affectionate bond of friendship was 
established between the two. Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Doha no. 13. 

It was this friendship that led to Jatau intervening on the Lord's behalf when 
he saw Ravana taking away Sita. 

Jatau was a friend of king Dasrath, Lord Ram's father and king of Ayodhya. 
So when Lord Ram and Jatau met, the latter assured him that while the Lord, Sita and 
Laxman live in Panchavati, from where Sita was later on abducted by Ravana, he 
would keep a watch over them, and protect them like a father would as he was a 
friend of Lord Ram's father. In case both the brothers go out in the forest on some 
errand, such as to hunt or collect firewood or eatables, then he would guard Sita. 
Refer: Adhyatma Ramayan, Aranya Kand, Canto 4, verse nos. 3-7. So Jatau kept his 
promise very well, even sacrificing his life for keeping his word. 

And Lord Ram too lived up to the affectionate relationship that Jatau had 
established with him, a relationship that was no less than that which exists between a 
son and a father—for the Lord showed him the same respect he would have shown to 
his own father by performing the last rites of Jatau with his own hands at the time of 
his death as a son would have done for his father. Glory to Jatau for he had this rare 
privilege that no one else except Sabari, of whom we will soon read, had. 

The emotion of love and affection exhibited by Lord Ram and Jatau was 
mutual, natural and spontaneous. Lord Ram was greatly moved by Jatau's miserable, 
pitiable condition; the Lord took the wounded bird in his arms lovingly, he caressed 
him affectionately, he unfolded his long lock of hairs and cleaned Jatau's wounds 
with them, he grieved and lamented at Jatau's ill fortune as if he was directly affected 
by it, he spoke sweet words of reassurance and encouragement to shore up Jatau's 
sagging and dejected spirits even as he held the bird close to his bosom to comfort 
him. 
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Jatau, meanwhile, knew that he won’t live, for his wounds were grave and 
fatal. He was anxiously waiting to see Lord Ram for one final moment of his life like 
a father in the throes of death awaits his only son so that he can see him for the last 
time and die in his presence. Jatau wasn’t sure, but he hoped. He clung to life for 
another reason also: his sacrifice would be meaningful if he could tell the Lord about 
Sita being abducted by Ravana; it will also make the Lord aware that Jatau has lived 
up to his promise that he would take care of them as best as he could while they lived 
in the area of the forest where Jatau lived. Death would have come one day or the 
other, for Jatau was old and nearing the end of his life. But how nice would it be if 
there was someone to perform his last rites, and his body does not decay and rot to 
emit a foul smell, or fall prey to wild carnivorous animals who might tear him apart 
and feast on his carcass, he gloomily thought with a sad and mournfull mind. So now 
since he has lived up to his own part of the bargain, he wondered if Lord Ram would 
live up to his own part by performing his last rites as he knows that Jatau was his 
father’s friend, and when a father’s friend dies in an alien land where there is no one 
to take care of him, it becomes obligatory for a person to step in to fill the gap and 
assume the role of next-of-kin, as now the situation was between Jatau and Lord Ram. 
Jatau wished to have a dignified death; he had sacrificed his life for a noble cause and 
so hoped that the Supreme Lord who rewards a creature in accordance with his deeds 
would now apply the same principles to him as well during his last moments. So when 
Jatau saw Lord Ram caressing him with love and empathy he felt completely 
contented; he felt that his life had certainly been fruitful inspite of his being born a 
flesh-eating vulture, a birth not worthy of any praise, for even in his death he had been 
able to serve the Lord in the best way he could. 

And truly indeed, the all-knowing Lord Ram read the inner thoughts of Jatau, 
that he treated the Lord as his son. So it was a natural emotion of grief and sadness 
and empathy when the Lord saw Jatau lying wailing and mortally wounded on the 
ground; and similarly when Jatau realized that his ‘son’ has finally arrived, he felt 
very happy and contented in his last moments. ] 


"dio. We che tet oat att set ag Ta ast wet SHAT 9 UU 
AT CaM ae Mea enel vas Get SH eR vitet l3 ul 
ot ata fafa was mirer? | fererafer sift Het ent ATS U 3 Ul 
SUA CURT WY TAS WAT | ACT wed BIT PATAT Ul v UI 


caupa’. 


taba kaha gidha bacana dhari dhira. sunahu rama bhanjana bhava bhira. 1. 
natha dasanana yaha gati kinhi. tehim khala janakasuta hari linhi. 2. 

lai dacchina disi gaya'u gosa'im. bilapati ati kurari ki na'im. 3. 

darasa lagi prabhu rakhé'um prana. calana cahata aba krpanidhana. 4. 


Then the vulture (Jatau) recovered himself and patiently said to Lord Ram, ‘Listen 
Ram who destroys (eliminates; removes; helps the creature to get rid of) the terrible 
fear of birth and death and their associated miseries and pains in this mortal world of 
transmigration (bharijana bhava bhira)’. 

['Jatau was seriously injured; he was barely able to breathe. So when he felt 
Lord Ram's caressing hands on his body and opened his eyes to see the Lord, he gave 
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a sigh of contentment and joy. His wishes were honoured by the Lord; now he would 
not only die in peace but would have also the opportunity to find final deliverance 
from the cycle of transmigration. That is why he recalls this special virtue of the Lord 
that he grants freedom from the fear of birth and death. There was nothing more to 
worry and be fearful of now. So Jatau was very patient; he slowly opened his tired 
eyes that were already half closed as he was on the verge of death, and calmly 
conversed with Lord Ram. His calm demeanours and contented look showed he had 
no regrets for what he had done or what fate he is destined to have, for he was 
absolutely certain that things were indeed done rightly, and there was nothing better 
that he could have done. As for his fate he was assured of a fine one: with Lord Ram 
holding him in an affectionate embrace, clasping him to his bosom and cleaning his 
wounds himself, was there any trace of doubt left about it by any stretch of 
imagination? | (1) 


Oh Lord, this wretched condition of mine has been caused by the ten-headed Ravana; 
it is he who has stolen Sita. (2) 


He has taken her in the southern direction even as she kept wailing and screaming 
loudly like a caged and frightened osprey (bilapati ati Kurari ki na'im). (3) 


I have somehow managed to keep myself alive so that I can see your holy self, oh my 
Lord. Now my ‘Pran’ (my vital life forces) want to leave this gross body and exit 
from it’. 

[^T wish to die now; the wounds are hurting me sorely; I somehow managed to 
cling to life just to see you and convey my blessing as well as the information about 
Sita being taken away by the rascal Ravana. But now that purpose has been served; so 
I wish to die peacefully. |’ (4) 
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[Lord Ram was immensely moved and emotionally overwhelmed by the pitiful 
condition of Jatau. He thought *Jatau is my father's friend; he has valiantly fought 
Sita's abductor on my behalf inspite of being unarmed and his old age; he has 
suffered so gravely for me, yet he is so contented and peaceful. How great and holy is 
his soul; how grand is his mind and heart inspite of his body of a vulture. Surely I 
must honour his wishes; it is my honourable duty and moral obligation. Since I have 
the power over death and life of creatures in this creation, as it is my prerogative as 
the Supreme Being and the Lord of the world, I must now do for this noble bird what 
he wants me to do for him, even if it goes beyond the Laws of Nature. So the Lord 
thought that since Jatau has suffered and is about to die for his cause, he must now 
grant him life to the bird if he so wishes.] 
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Lord Ram told Jatau with a smile on his face, ‘My dear, keep your body (if you so 
wish)." (5) 


Jatau replied, ‘The Lord whose name is so holy, divine and spiritually purifying that if 
it comes to the mouth of a dying creature, if the dying creature utters the Lord’s name 
even once at the time of his death, then no matter how lowly and fallen he might be he 
is sure to find Mukti for himself (i.e. such a creature finds liberation and deliverance 
from the cycle of birth and death with its accompanying horrors; his soul gets eternal 
peace, bliss and beatitude; the creature is blessed with emancipation and salvation at 
that instant itself). This is what the scriptures say and affirm about the glory and 
spiritual powers of the Lord’s divine, holy name (and hence it is the Truth). (6) 


That same Lord is standing right in my front, and is being watched affectionately by 
my eager eyes. Say oh Lord, why then, for what reason, should I wish to keep this 
mortal body?” (7) 


[Note—'To wit, you need not die; if you wish to live I will ensure that your wounds 
are quickly healed magically, and you be restored to the condition in which you were 
prior to this misadventure. 

Why did Lord Ram smile when he spoke to Jatau? Well, Lord Ram indicated 
to Jatau that it is no problem for him to restore the latter’s healthy body if he so 
wished. But, at the same time, the Lord also wished to test how truly Jatau was holy 
and wise internally, for now Jatau had two options before him: either to live in this 
mortal world for some more days and die like an ordinary vulture, or to get the rarest 
of rare destiny that eludes even the greatest of sages, seers, hermits and ascetics, the 
destiny that grants eternal peace, bliss and beatitude to the creature, and emancipation 
and salvation to his soul, by dying now even as the Supreme Being is there to take 
care of him and his soul? 

So the Lord smiled to see what Jatau’s response was: whether he is an 
ordinary creature who loves his gross body that every living being is aware is 
perishable yet wishes to cling to it, or he is an enlightened soul who grabs the first 
opportunity to discard this mortal body and seek eternity, who yearns for deliverance 
for his soul, who strives for attainment of emancipation and salvation. 


“It is not always that such an opportunity presents itself to a dying creature that the 
Supreme Being himself stands before him to grant his wishes. What good fortune 
befalls me today that the Lord stands right before me, and I see him up so close, 
soothing my wounds and comforting me so lovingly. Am I not going to die one day; 
has anyone who is born remains forever in this world that is characterized by 
mortality and transmigration? If it is the case that all those who have taken a birth 
must die, then where would I get this rarest of rare chance that I have at this instant? 
Where again will I have the Lord standing before my eyes at the time of my death? 
Where again will I be assured of the best destiny that the soul can ever expect to have 
as I have today, as the Supreme Lord is himself present to take care of my soul? 

No, no, dear Ram; I am not so stupid to let go of this golden chance. I don’t 
want to keep this mortal and gross body of a vulture; I wish to discard it and find 
eternal deliverance while you are here before me. Nothing doing; this is my wish, if 
you ask me! ] 
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Tears welled-up in the eyes of Lord of the Raghus (“raghura'T’; Lord Ram) as he said 
to Jatau, ‘My dear. You shall get the destiny that you deserve in accordance to the 
deeds you have done; your fate is decided by your own actions and deeds. [And what 
is 1t? The Lord explains below.] (8) 


He who is selfless in his actions and keeps the good and welfare of others in his heart, 
for such a person there is nothing inaccessible or impossible to attain in this world. (9) 


My dear (tata)! You discard this gross mortal body of yours and go to my own abode 
in the heaven’. What more can I grant you; you are fulfilled and contented in every 
respect. (10) 


[Note—'Jatau had selflessly served Lord Ram by sacrificing his own body in order to 
protect Sita. For such a noble deed there is only one destiny—it is an abode in heaven. 
This certainty of destiny obtained by serving others selflessly and dying for the cause 
of their good oversteps other considerations of life such as the nature of one’s birth, 
one’s stature in life, whether or not he has done any other religious deeds during his 
lifetime, or has worshipped the Lord God, or has adopted a mean for his livelihood 
that may or may not be regarded as being totally noble and righteous, and so on. 

This singular act of selflessness and having the thought of good of others in 
one’s heart determines one’s auspicious fate at the time of death. 

So since Jatau had died while trying to protect Sita from the clutches of 
Ravana, his auspicious destiny in heaven is secured for him. Hence Lord Ram says 
that he is not doing anything special for Jatau by granting him an abode in the heaven 
as this was his rightful claim. ] 
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My dear; when you go to heaven please don’t tell my father (Dasrath) about Sita’s 
abduction. [Because this will cause intense pain in his heart, for it was he who had 
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sent us to forest exile. He will be overcome with remorse, and I would not like to 
cause distress to him in heaven where he rests in peace. ] 

If I am truly worthy of my name ‘Ram’! then one day soon Ravana will come 
there with his kin and companions and his entire family to tell this story himself to my 
father’. (Doha no. 31) 


[Note—'What does the Lord mean by saying “if I am truly worthy of my name 
Ram”? Earlier we have read that Jatau made two significant observations concerning 
Lord Ram—viz. (i) The Lord was one who destroys or eliminates the fear of 
transmigration and its associated miseries in this mortal world, and (ii) The Lord is 
one whose name is so holy, divine and spiritually purifying that it provides 
deliverance, emancipation and salvation to the creature if it is said even once at the 
time of death, and the Srutis or the Vedas affirm it—refer to Chaupai line nos. | and 6 
that precede Doha no. 31 respectively herein above. 

Lord Ram’s name, pronounced as “RAAM”, is called a ‘Tarak Mantra’, i.e. it 
is a spiritual formula that blesses the one who says it with the reward of liberation, 
deliverance, emancipation and salvation. This spiritual fact is specifically declared in 
Ram Uttar Tapini Upanishad, Canto 2, verse no. 1 belonging to the Atharva Veda 
tradition. In general, the great spiritual importance and the supreme value of Lord 
Ram’s Name as being the holiest of Mantras has been elaborately dealt with in Ram 
Purva Tapini Upanishad, Cantos 1-4, and Ram Uttar Tapini Upanishad; these two 
Upanishads pertain to the Atharva Veda and are exclusively dedicated to expounding 
upon the divinity of Lord Ram and his Holy Name. 

Lord Shiva is a great exponent of this spiritual philosophy for he uses this 
method to grant instant deliverance to the dying creature on the banks of the holy 
river Ganges in the pilgrim city of Kashi by uttering the holy name of Lord Ram into 
his ears—refer: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes Doha 
no. 19. 

The greatness and glory of Lord Ram’s holy name has been elaborately 
enumerated in Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, from Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes 
Doha no. 19—to Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 28. 

This said, suppose Lord Ram were to be a little more elaborate in his 
declaration, then what would he have told Jatau? He would have said something to the 
effect as follows— 

"Listen dear Jatau. You have yourself acknowledged that I am the one who 
grants Mukti, or liberation, deliverance, emancipation and salvation to the soul of a 
creature. And you have also accepted that my name is so holy, divine, purifying and 
mystical that even a fallen and sinful and lowly creature is blessed with Mukti and 
finds eternal peace and bliss if he utters my name. So therefore, now I am obliged to 
live up to this reputation; it has become sacrosanct for me especially because you 
have cited the Vedas to make this declaration. This being the case, I have to make 
sure that Ravana too gets Mukti, for I would be right in front when he dies. Since it 
has been my hoary reputation that I am forgiving, merciful, compassionate, gracious, 
magnanimous, beneficent and kind to one and all, that I, being the Supreme Being and 
the Lord of this creation, treat all creatures alike, and even in my punishment is 
hidden my grace and compassion for the creature for I don't want any soul to perish 
and suffer in hell, so I declare to you that when I slay Ravana I will also make sure 
that he finds the same destiny that you have now been fortunate to attain. Although 
Ravana is sinful and evil, yet his soul yearns for deliverance, and he constantly 
remembers me even if it out of animosity or fear, so it is obligatory for me to send 
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him to heaven. I don’t distinguish between two creatures as I know that there souls are 
one and the same, and this soul is eternally and inherently pure and holy; it is the 
gross physical body that is sinful and evil, and not the soul of the creature. So look 
here my dear—Ravana cannot go to hell any longer, and I declare now that I will send 
him to heaven where you are going, and where Dasrath too dwells. 

I don’t see Dasrath as my father, nor Jatau as a vulture, or Ravana as a demon 
who has taken away my wife; I see their Atma which is holy and pure consciousness 
that is my own reflection, and it is one uniform entity. 

To wit, for me all creatures are equally dear; I don’t pay attention to their 
physical bodies as this is acquired by the individual based on what he had done in his 
previous life. As far as I am concerned, being the Supreme Lord of this creation, I go 
deeper and examine what lies behind the curtain of delusions and the shell known as 
the creature’s body which hides his ‘true self’, which all self-realised and enlightened 
persons know is the nothing but ‘pure consciousness’ known as the individual’s Atma 
or the soul. Now this Atma, which is the creature’s ‘true self’, is as pure, divine and 
holy as my own cosmic Self, the Supreme Atma that is known as ‘Parmatma’. It’s just 
like the case of sky or space present inside a small box that would represent the 
individual’s Atma, and the endless space that extends to infinity which you see all 
around you and which stands for the Parmatma. Say, is there any fundamental 
difference between the two types of space? So likewise, there is no fundamental 
difference between the individual creature known as the Jiva and me who is known as 
the Supreme Being. 

This being the irrefutable fact, say how can I not see my ‘true image’ in the 
creature? And since I am eternal, never-changing and constant, why will I not see the 
same consistency in all the individual creatures? That is why I say that Dasrath, Jatau 
and Ravana are equal for me. I practice equanimity and universality in my outlook, 
and I don’t have a narrow selfish mind to view this creation in a fractured way 
because it is but my own image, and I am uniform and one in all respects. 

Well, let me add something more: If I, Ram, promise that notwithstanding 
how sinful and evil Ravana is he will go to heaven, for he remembers me and utters 
my holy name, the spiritual rewards of which surely accrues to him as they can’t go in 
vain, making it my moral duty to redeem his soul, then remember also all those who 
care to pay attention—that if I can promise spiritual peace and eternal freedom from 
the cycle of transmigration (Mukti) to Ravana whom the whole world despises as 
being singularly sinful and evil, then all the creatures should rejoice that their destiny 
is also insured by me, that all can find Mukti, but the only condition is that they 
should remember me, they should remember my holy name, have faith in me, and be 
devoted to me so much so that when they breathe their last they die remembering me 
and my holy name instead of anything else, especially anything related to this gross 
world and its material things.” 


?A very remarkable phrase is used here—it is *kahihi dasanana à'i", i.e. Ravana will 
come ‘here’ to tell this story to Dasrath. Ordinarily the term ‘there’ should have been 
used; Lord Ram should have said that “Ravana would go ‘there’, to heaven, to tell the 
story of Sita’s abduction to Dasrath and other residents of heaven when they ask him 
to acquaint them with the story of his life". 

This implies two things very clearly and obviously: one is that Lord Ram 
predicts that Ravana would also go to heaven at the time of his death inspite of his 
being a cruel demon who has not done any good deed in his life; and second, that he 
would go to that part of heaven which is the abode of the Lord himself and where the 
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Lord himself would go after his mission is complete—this is why he says “he will 
come ‘here’ ”, instead of saying “he will go ‘there 

At the time of death, Dasrath, the worldly father of Lord Ram, had gone to 
heaven because he had died remembering the Lord and muttering his holy name till 
his last breath. Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line no. 6 that 
precedes Doha no. 155—to Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 156. Dasrath’s 
last moments were like those of Jatau. 

A very interesting observation is to be made here. All hatred, animosity, ill- 
will, jealously and malice, all factors that distinguish two creatures as being ‘me and 
you’, ‘my friend and my enemy’, are limited to the gross mortal body of a creature 
and the equally gross mortal world where he lives. Rising from this limited gross view 
of existence and attaining a higher and sublime level enlightens the creature of the 
futility of such lowly and selfish thoughts, as the true identity of all living beings is 
their soul, and this soul is a universally pure entity known as Consciousness that is 
holy and divine. 

When a creature dies he discards his gross physical body, and assumes a subtle 
form that is ethereal in nature. It is in this form that he goes to heaven or hell as he is 
judged in accordance to the law of deeds done in life and their results that accumulate 
over time. Those who live in heaven have an ethereal form, and not a gross form like 
the creatures of this world. The glory of Lord Ram’s holy name is that it provides the 
creature a chance to get an exalted destiny for himself in case his deeds alone don’t 
ensure it for him. 

In the present case, Dasrath, Jatau and Ravana attained heaven precisely for 
this reason—for all of them had been constantly remembering Lord Ram as long as 
they lived, and at the time of death too their minds were concentrated on the Lord and 
his holy name. Refer to Ram Charit Manas: (a) Ayodhya Kand, Doha no. 155 and 
Chaupai line nos. 1-2 that follow it with respect to king Dasrath; (b) Aranya Kand, 
Chaupai line no. 18 that precedes Doha no. 30 with respect to Jatau; and (c) in Lanka 
Kand we read that Ravana’s mind was constantly occupied by the thoughts of Lord 
Ram, albeit it was due to animosity and fear combined, but nonetheless he 
remembered the Lord at all the moments of his existence which unwittingly became a 
sort of meditation for him, and even while dying he not only was fortunate to see the 
Lord standing in front but his last words had the name of Lord Ram—for he cried 
“where is Ram whom I want to defeat in the battle-field” (Lanka Kand, Chaupai line 
no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 103). This means that even while dying Ravana had a 
last divine glimpse of the holy form of Lord Ram and uttered his holy name. These 
factors played a crucial role to determine his destiny—for it was now sure he would 
not go to hell.] 
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The vulture left his mortal coil (his gross body) and assumed a holy form that was in 
likeness of Lord Har (Lord Vishnu). He was attired in magnificent clothes of 
different kinds, and adorned in ornaments of equal magnificence that covered his 
body. 
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[To wit, after discarding his physical body of a vulture, Jatau’s soul regained 
its original form as the Holy One; it was a sublime form of ethereal nature. This verse 
means that a creature’s soul is eternally holy and his true self is an image of the 
Supreme Being; it is the creature’s gross physical body that is so ugly and has so 
many varied forms which are totally different from his true identity which is one and 
the same—that of an image of the Supreme Being. What a wonder of this creation and 
the magic delusion plays that rarely does one understand this universal truth. ] 
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Asking Lord Ram to grant him eternal and uninterrupted devotion for the Lord, the 
vulture (Jatau) went to the heavenly abode of Lord Hari (Lord Vishnu; the Supreme 
Being). 

After that, Lord Ram performed his last rites in the proper way with his own 
hands’. (Doha no. 32) 


[Note—'This rare honour was granted to Jatau alone by Lord Ram; for not even 
Dasrath, the worldly father of the Lord, had had the privilege that his last rites would 
be performed by his son, Lord Ram. So Jatau is deemed to be the most fortunate one 
in the whole story of the Ramayan. 

It is to be noted however that there was one more person whose last rite was 
done by the Lord—and it was Sabari, the aged tribal woman whom the Lord would 
meet soon after moving ahead after cremating Jatau. But Sabari was a ‘woman’, while 
Jatau was a ‘male’. 

The result is that Jatau was elevated to the grand stature of being Lord Ram's 
father, and Sabari to being his mother! 

It is such a remarkable thing and a wonderful one also that Lord Ram would 
elevate a lowly flesh-eating vulture and a lowly tribal woman who had been shunned 
by the rest of the society to the grand pedestal of being the Lord's “father and mother" 
respectively. 

This is why it is said that there is no Lord or God like Lord Ram in this world; 
for Lord Ram accepts devotion and love and faith for him as the only criterion for 
accepting the creature; he overlooks all the faults and shortcomings of a creature and 
readily grants him liberation and deliverance if the creature surrenders before the Lord 
and had deep reverence for him. See verses below.] 
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Lord Ram has a very soft heart and mind; he is of a very affable nature, most 
merciful, very compassionate, and full of grace. He readily shows his kindness in a 
selfless manner to even the most humble of creatures. (1) 


A vulture is a most hateful and lowly carnivorous bird who eats flesh of dead 
creatures; yet the Lord granted him a destiny that is suitable for a great ascetic 
(because the Lord sent him to heaven where great and holy ones can only go). (2) 


Lord Shiva (the primary narrator of the story of Ram Charit Manas) told his consort, 
‘Listen Uma! Those persons who abandon such a magnanimous and merciful Lord 
Hari and instead indulge in self and worldly gratification, and are attracted towards 
the sense objects of this material, mortal world—verily indeed, to say the truth, such 
persons are very stupid and most unfortunate.’ (3) 
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Once again, the two brothers (Lord Ram and Laxman) resumed their search for Sita. 
They moved ahead in the forest observing it closely. (4) 


The forest was dense with creepers and trees; it was inhabited by many varieties of 
birds and deer, and there dwelt in it many elephants and lions. (5) 


[Note—Lord Ram and Laxman moved slowly and steadily thorough the thick forest, 
looking minutely at every nook and corner of it, at every shade and glade, behind 
every thicket and under each canopy formed by closely interlocked creepers and 
dense foliage of trees, in every direction, sideways to the left and to the right—not 
leaving any place unexamined or unexplored along the forest path.] 


Section 6.1.3: Lord Ram meets Sabari who advises him to go to 
Lake Pampa where he would meet Sugriv who will give him 
more information about Sita: 


After performing the last rites of Jatau, Lord Ram and his younger brother resumed 
their search for Sita. They meandered through the forest and on the way provided 
deliverance to a demon named Kabandha. By-and-by they reached the hermitage of 
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Sabari, an old woman who was cast out by the society and lived in the abandoned 
hermitage of sage Matang*. She however was a great devotee of Lord Ram; she 
waited patiently for the moment when Lord Ram would pass that way, as this was 
what the sage had advised her before going away. She eagerly kept a vigil on the 
forest path leading up to and going beyond her hermitage—waiting for the Lord’s 
arrival. Finally her long wait ended and the Lord arrived. She worshipped and prayed 
to him, offered the two brothers plums which she had been plucking and collecting 
especially for this occasion, and then when Lord Ram asked her if she can tell him 
anything about Sita, she advised him to go Lake Pampa where he would meet Sugriv, 
the prince of the monkeys, who will help him not only in finding Sita but also in the 
endeavour to secure her freedom. 

This part of the story is narrated in Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai 
line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 33, Chaupai line nos. 3, 5-10 that precede Doha no. 
34—to Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 37. Out of these verses we shall 
select only those that directly relate to this part of the story, and skip those that are not 
pertinent to our narrative. 

*Now, a brief word about Sage Matang: He is considered as being a ‘Brahm- 
rishi’, i.e. a great and exalted sage who was self-realised, exceptionally enlightened 
and well versed in true knowledge of Brahm, the Supreme Being and an embodiment 
of the cosmic form of pure Consciousness, that granted the sage a stature that was 
equivalent to Brahm. 

He had his hermitage at a place near Lake Pampa, on a hill known as 
Rishyamook. This place is situated now in Hampi in the state of Karnataka in South 
India. 

One of his most famous disciples was Sabari, the lowly woman whom Lord 
Ram met. The Lord preached her the nine-fold path of Bhakti (devotion), and then 
honoured her by not only granting deliverance from this world of transmigration but 
even performing her last rites like a son does for his mother. 

When the king of the monkey race, Vaali, killed the demon Dundhubhi and 
flung his severed head, it fell near the hermitage of sage Matang, and as a result blood 
was sprinkled all over the place, defiling the sage’s hermitage. The infuriated sage 
cursed Vaali that if he ever came that way his own head would be blown to pieces. 

According to a legend, sage Matang’s daughter was named Maatangi; she was 
an attendant of goddess Lalita, one of the many forms of Parvati, the divine consort of 
Lord Shiva. 
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[Chaupai nos. 6-7 that precedes Doha no. 33.] 
On the way, Lord Ram faced a demon called 'Kabandha'" whom the Lord slayed. The 


demon, after leaving his mortal body, told Lord Ram about sage Durvasa’s curse that 
had made him a demon. (6) 
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He said to Lord Ram, ‘Sage Durvasa had cursed me’. But now after having seen the 
holy feet of the Lord my sins have been washed off. (7) 


[Note—'Kabandha was like a gigantic octopus or a giant spider or a huge tarantula; 
he had a blue coloured body that had no abdomen, neck or head. On his chest he had a 
large grotesque eye, and his limbs extended for four Kosas (roughly 4 x 2 = 8 miles) 
from the side of his colossus body that was like a rough, irregularly-shaped ball. 
There were sharp thorny hairs growing wildly all over it. This gave Kabandha a most 
terrifying appearance. 

When he saw Lord Ram and Laxman he lunged towards them to gobble them 
up. Then the Lord cut-off his long creeper-like arms, as a result of which he fell down 
on the ground with a huge thud. He asked the Lord who the two brothers were, and 
when he learnt about the true identity of the Lord he felt very happy that at last he will 
be redeemed. And redeemed he was for he regained his original form of a Gandharva 
and went to heaven once again as we shall read below. 


*Kabandha was a Gandharva, a celestial musician and singer, in his previous life. Due 
to sage Durvasa’s curse he had become a demon. He was so proud of his handsome 
body of a Gandharva that one day he laughed at sage Durvasa because the sage was 
looking ugly. This infuriated the sage who cursed him to have a body that would be 
most horrible to look at. 

Another story says that once he was singing and dancing in the court of Indra, 
the king of gods, when sage Durvasa visited. Seeing the sage’s body he laughed, and 
the sage cursed him. Another variant of this story says that the sage remained aloof 
and disinterested in his singing and dancing, so the Gandharva laughed as he thought 
the sage could not appreciate fine music; then the sage got angry and cursed him. ] 


cole Prt sri ate Gaetan | Pot ae vita cha na SIG I 3 1 
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kahi nija dharma tahi samujhava. nija pada priti dekhi mana bhava. 3 
raghupati carana kamala siru nal. gaya'u gagana apani gati pa’. 4. 


Lord Ram explained to him his laws of Dharma (laws which govern righteousness, 
auspiciousness, propriety, probity, decency and good conduct). Then the Lord 
observed that Kabandha had affection for his holy feet, which pleased him. (3) 


Bowing his head reverentially before the lotus-like holy feet of Lord Ram 
(Raghupati), he (Kabandha) went back to the heaven and attained a destiny that he 
deserved’. (4) 


[Note—'Kabandha had caused offense to sage Durvasa as he was very proud of his 
skill as a musician as well as his body that was very handsome. So Lord Ram told him 
that pride is not a good thing, and so is showing disrespect to saints and sages. 


*After offering his obeisance at the holy feet of Lord Ram, Kabandha regained his 
stature of an exalted soul and went back to heaven. It ought to be noted here that it is 
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not said that he “became a Gandharva once again" it is merely said that he “attained a 
destiny that he deserved". 

To wit, he attained emancipation and salvation for his soul. He no longer was 
an entertainer like Gandharvas who dance and sing and play music for the gods are; 
he was now a liberated soul which had found eternal freedom from the cycle of birth 
and death; his soul had found eternal peace, bliss, beatitude and felicity. After all, no 
lesser reward could be had when a creature is delivered by Lord Ram himself. 
Becoming a Gandharva is not something highly praised just as court musicians and 
singers were not too highly looked upon as being in a noble profession by society 
even though they had access to a king and his courtiers.] 


After providing liberation to Kabandha from his demon body, Lord Ram and Laxman 
moved ahead. We shall now read what happened next from Ram Charit Manas, 
Aranya Kand, Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 34 onwards as follows:- 


ae dg Wheat WH SANT | AAT Sh STATA IT SIRT II UI 
want tha wa We sme a A aea War Fret rT & Ul 
ase HEM smg fsmrem 1 et ype FAT ST SRIHICT 0 9 N 
PAA THT Gat SS UTS | HOT OT A ETE d£ I 


tahi de'i gati rama udara. sabari kern a$rama pagu dhara. 5. 

sabari dekhi rama grham a'e. muni ke bacana samujhi jiyam bha'e. 6. 
sarasija locana bahu bisala. jata mukuta sira ura banamala. 7. 

syama gaura sundara do'u bha'. sabari pari carana lapata’. 8. 


After providing him (Kabandha) the destiny that he deserved, the magnanimous, 
benevolent and beneficent Lord Ram (rama udara) stepped into the hermitage of 
Sabari!. (5) 


When Sabari saw that Lord Ram has come home to her in her hermitage, she recalled 
the words of the sage (Matang) and felt exceedingly fortunate, glad and happy in her 
heart. [To wit, Sabari remembered what sage Matang had told her earlier, and when 
the sage's words bore fruit and Lord Ram came to her hermitage, her joy and 
happiness knew no bounds.] (6) 


The two brothers (Lord Ram and Laxman) had lotus-like eyes, long muscular arms, 
wore a crown of matted hairs on their heads and a garland of flowers that bloom in the 
forest on their chests [7], and their complexions were dark and fair respectively (i.e. 
Lord Ram had a dark complexion, while Laxman was fair). When Sabari saw them, 
she fell on the ground and clasped their holy feet [8]. (7-8) 


[Note—'Sabari (also pronounced as ‘Shabari’) was a woman belonging to a forest 
tribe called ‘Sabari’. This tribe was classified as Shudras or lower caste, and sustained 
themselves by collecting and selling honey and fruits from the forest trees. Being of a 
low caste, she is said have been ostracized by others. She served a sage named 
Matanga very devotedly. The sage was a realised soul, and so pleased was he with her 
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devotion and service that he blessed her at the time of leaving his body that she would 
find her emancipation and salvation when Lord Ram visits her while searching for 
Sita. Like her Guru, Sabari too left her mortal body after having the privilege of 
meeting and worshipping the Lord in person by lighting the pyre herself with her 
mystical powers. According to Adhyatma Ramayana of sage Veda Vyas, it was Lord 
Ram who had performed her last rites himself, a rare privilege that was even denied to 
his own worldly father Dasrath. 

Sabari used to live in the hermitage where earlier sage Matanga lived. This 
hermitage was near Mount Rishyamook where Sugriv, the exiled younger brother of 
the king of monkeys Vali, lived with his close confidantes Hanuman, Jamvant, Naal 
and Neel etc. This place was about ten Yojans or eighty miles from Kishkindha, the 
capital of the forest kingdom of which Vali was the king. 

There is a story about Lake Pampa on the banks of which she lived. The great 
sage Matang had his hermitage here. To be precise it was on Rishyamook mountain 
on the other end of Lake Pampa, but perhaps he maintained a small hermitage on the 
plains where Sabari lived to serve him. 

Sabari used to get up very early and clean the path around this lake before her 
Guru went there for his daily bath and other chores. It so happened that one day, the 
sages and seers who lived in that area saw her cleaning the path leading to the lake 
very early in the morning. Since she was of a low caste, they cursed and scolded her 
because they regarded her appearance as defiling the place. This misplaced notion of 
superiority and high stature immensely displeased the Lord. So as soon as those 
haughty and proud sages went and took a dip in that lake, its water turned turbid, 
polluted and infested by warms and filth. When Sri Ram had gone there during his 
forest exile, the sages and seers requested him to purify that lake. Sri Ram, being all- 
knowing, knew the secret behind that pollution, and in order to teach those sages a 
lesson of their lives, he asked them to request Sabari to take a dip in it. As soon as she 
did it, the water regained its former pristine purity, and the lake its former exceptional 
scenic beauty. This made the haughty sages and seers feel ashamed at their ignorance 
and behaviour. 

Lord Sri Ram had visited her hermitage and enjoyed the fruits offered by her 
just like he would have enjoyed them if they were given to him by his mother. In the 
‘Ram-Sarawali of Surdas’, verse no. 11, it is said that ‘Sabari was a long time ardent 
devotee and a humble follower of Raghupati (Sri Ram). He accepted and ate fruits 
offered by her, preached her on the concept of complete devotion, and then liberated 
her by giving her residence in his own abode.’ 

It was Shabari who had advised Sri Ram to go towards the Rishyamook 
mountain and make friends with Sugriv, the monkey king, who in turn would help the 
Lord in finding out Sita and freeing her from the clutches of her captors.] 


Wa CHE aes FT strat aft oft ue Gers HN CST I 9 UI 
Mal et Ot AT WENN OPT ier SIA AST I 20 Il 
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sadara jala lai carana pakhare. puni sundara asana baithare. 10. 


She was so overwhelmed by surging emotions of affection and love for the Lord and 
his brother that she became dumb with joy so much so that she could not find words 
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to speak. She repeatedly fell down and bowed her head before the lotus-like feet of 
the two brothers. [To wit, Sabari was so moved and emotionally stunned that she 
could not even say a word of welcome for Lord Ram and Laxman. She simply fell 
down before the two brothers and clasped their feet with both hands.] (9) 


She then washed their feet reverentially with water, and then offered them excellent 
seats of honour to sit down upon. (10) 


d. dia Wet Het qa afa feu wa HE ameti 
Wu fed Wy STU ANS Sprit t 3% UI 
dóhà. 


kanda mila phala surasa ati di'e rama kahum ani. 
prema sahita prabhu kha'e barambara bakhani. 34. 


Then she brought tasty edible roots, tubers, bulbs as well as succulent fruits and 
offered them to Lord Ram’. 
The Lord ate them with relish, praising them much repeatedly. (Doha no. 34) 


[Note—'Sabari brought refreshments that were available in the forest; she had been 
collecting them and storing them for a long time in the hope that one day Lord Ram 
would visit her. She knew that sage Matang's words can't be wrong, so she waited 
patiently. As we have seen, she did not speak a word, but simply brought these 
delicious offerings and gave them to Lord Ram (di'e rama kahum ani). 

Does this mean that she neglected Laxman or did not offer refreshment to 
him? Not at all; Lord Ram was the elder brother and so he only is mentioned here. 
The fact is that the two brothers sat side-by-side, and they used to share their meals 
together ever since they started on their journey into the forest; they shared their joys 
and sorrows together as if they were one soul with two bodies. Hence, Sabari brought 
in the fruits etc. and placed them before the two brothers who sat close to each other, 
and who would partake of these refreshments together too. 

We have read in the previous verse that Sabari caught hold of the feet of both 
the brothers simultaneously (Chaupai line no. 8 herein above). Obviously she could 
do this if they were standing very close to each other, so that Sabari could encircle 
and clasp their feet at the same time with her outstretched arms.] 


[After these warm and affectionate gestures of welcome and Sabari’s worship of the 
Lord, when he was refreshed and rested, he enquired from her if she could tell him 
anything about Sita. We shall now read onwards from Chaupai line no. 10 that 
precedes Doha no. 36 about this conversation. When the time came for Lord Ram to 
move ahead, Sabari left her mortal coil by offering her gross body in the self-ignited 
sacred fire of Yoga. Then Lord Ram performed her last rites like he had done for 
Jatau earlier. This way, the Lord provided deliverance to Sabari too.] 
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janakasuta ka'i sudhi bhamini. janahi kahu karibaragamini. 10. 
pampa sarahi jahu raghura'. tahani ho'ihi sugriva mita'i. 11. 

so saba kahihi déva raghubira. janatahümi püchahu matidhira. 12. 
bara bara prabhu pada siru na'l. prema sahita saba katha suna’. 13. 


Lord Ram asked Sabari about the whereabouts of Sita. The Lord said, *Oh good and 
noble lady (bhaminr)? Please tell me about the whereabouts of the daughter of Janak 
(*janakasuta"; Sita) who walks with an elegant and dignified style that resembles the 
way a majestic she-elephant walks (karibaragamini). Pray, please tell me if you 
know anything about her." 

[ This verse can be interpreted and read in another way also as follows: “Oh 
good and noble lady (bhamint)? Please tell me about the whereabouts of the daughter 
of Janak (^janakasuta"; Sita) if you know anything about her. You live in the forest 
and have seen many a majestic she-elephants moving about (karibaragamint). Well, 
Sita too walks in this style, and so can you recollect any lady going this way with a 
gait similar to the way an elephant walks? Pray, tell me please."] (10) 


Sabari replied, *Oh Lord Raghurai (Lord Ram who is the Lord of the line of kings 
descending from the great King Raghu)! Go to Lake Pampa where you will be 
befriended by Sugriv (the prince of the monkey kingdom of Kishkindha). (11) 


He shall tell you everything about her (Sita). Oh Lord with a steady and calm mind 
(matidhira)!! You know everything3, but you still ask me as if you are ignorant of 
developments. (12) 

[ Sabari observed that Lord Ram was calm and composed during his stay at 
her hermitage inspite of the fact that his wife Sita was stolen by some fiend; the Lord 
was not agitated and looked distressed and sad like a man whose wife has been 
kidnapped by a fiend is expected to be. So she makes this comment. 

*Of course Lord Ram knew everything—this is clearly stated in Ram Charit 
Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-4 that precedes Doha no. 24.] 


Then Sabari bowed her head at the holy feet of Lord Ram repeatedly and 
affectionately narrated the whole story to him*. (13) 

[What story did Sabari tell Lord Ram? It is not mentioned here which story it 
was. But surely it was the story about her own past and what sage Matang had told her 
as it would be clear in the following verses where she lit a fire and discarded her gross 
body by burning it in this fire, after which Lord Ram performed her last rites in 
accordance to her wishes. This story has been briefly narrated as a note appended to 
Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 34 herein above in this section.] 
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chanda. 


kahi katha sakala biloki hari mukha hrdayam pada pankaja dhare. 1. 
taji joga pavaka déha hari pada lina bha'i jahanř nahirn phire. 2. 
nara bibidha karma adharma bahu mata sokaprada saba tyagahu. 3. 
bisvasa kari kaha dasa tulasi rama pada anuragahi. 4. 


Having narrated to Lord Ram the whole story, she (Sabari) fixed her eyes 
(affectionately) on the charming face of Lord Hari (Sri Ram) and enshrined his lotus- 
like holy feet in her heart. (Chanda line no. 1) 


Then she discarded (burnt) her gross body in the self-ignited fire of Yoga (deep 
meditation)’, and attained an exalted, sublime state from where there is no return to 
the gross mortal world and its cycle of transmigration’. (Chanda line no. 2) 


Tulsidas, the saint-poet, observes—“Oh Men! All the different kinds of deeds and 
improper activities, as well as the many sectarian beliefs and narrow-minded self- 
centered schools of thought—all of them give nothing but sorrows and grief to the 
creature. So you will be well advised to abandon all such distractions and misleading 
thoughts and precepts [3], and instead, focus your attention in developing affection 
and devotion for the holy feet of Lord Ram (as one single window and a sure-shot 
formula to attain complete fulfillment and peace for your soul) [4].” (Chanda line nos. 
3-4) 


[Note—'Yoga generates heat and energy inside the body as the flow of breath is 
restricted, inhalation and exhalation stops, the vital winds present in the body get 
heated as they circulate within it, and all vital forces of life are harnessed and 
concentrated at focal points, called Chakras, present at different locations inside the 
body. The body gets naturally heated, and if breathing is not resumed within a 
specified period the heat builds up to such an extent that the gross body starts 
smouldering till a stage is reached when it dries up completely from within and 
ultimately crumbles into a heap of ash like burnt-out firewood. 

It’s surely not an easy process; and since this kind of Yoga leads to death, only 
those who are determined to leave this body would ever put it into practice. But a 
death obtained by this method is deemed to be the best way for a soul to leave the 
gross body of a creature. The fire ignited by Yoga is as sacred and holy as the fire of a 
religious sacrifice. 


*When a Jiva, the living being, leaves his gross body by this method, his soul finds 
eternal liberation and deliverance because the body has been voluntarily abandoned 
and offered as a sacrifice to the holy fire. Hence, the creature gets final emancipation 
and salvation; his soul will no longer remain entangled in the cycle of birth and death. 

To wit, Sabari attained ‘Mukti’—1.e. liberation from the seemingly endless 
cycle of birth and death in which the creature’s soul is usually trapped. ] 
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doha. 


jati hina agha janma mahi mukta kinhi asi nari. 
mahamanda mana sukha cahasi aisé prabhuhi bisari. 36. 


[Tulsidas observes—] That lady (Sabari) was out-caste, shunned by the society and 
had a lowly birth, yet she was granted Mukti (liberation and deliverance) by the Lord. 

Oh Mana (mind and heart)! Say how supremely foolish and dumb-witted you 
would be if you forget or neglect such a (magnanimous, benevolent, beneficent, kind, 
obliging, merciful and gracious) Lord, and try to seek happiness and peace elsewhere. 
(Doha no. 36) 


[Note—The spiritual philosophy outlined in this Doha is more elaborately explained 
in Ram Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, Doha no. 122 along with Chaupai line nos. 12-19 
that precede it. These verses are part of my Book titled “Kaagbhusund Ramayan” 
which has been published separately and is available for the interested reader for 
download or purchase via the internet. | 
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caupat. 


cale rama tyaga bana so'u. atulita bala nara kehari do'u. 1. 
birahi iva prabhu karata bisada. kahata katha aneka sambada. 2. 


Lord Ram then left that forest (i.e. the Dandak forest) and moved ahead (in the 
direction of the Pampa Lake as advised by Sabari). 

Verily, the two brothers were unparalleled in their strength and valour; there 
were like lions in the human race. (1) 


(For the purpose of external show—) The Lord behaved and lamented woefully like a 
passionate man suffering from excessive grief and overcome with sorrow at being 
separated from his beloved wife. As he moved along, he spoke of many tales and said 
many things that indicated this state of his (external) being’. (2) 


[Note— Refer also to Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 6-17 that 
precede Doha no. 30 where Lord Ram's external behaviour is the same as referred to 
here. It is observed in Chaupai line nos. 6 and 17 of these verses that it is a great 
wonder that the Lord, who is omnipotent, omniscient, dispassionate and steady would 
act in this way like an ordinary human being lamenting for his lost wife. 

But why was it; why did Lord Ram behave like an ordinary man lamenting for 
his wife? The Lord wanted to maintain this delusion and surround himself with a 
smoke-screen of doubt about his true identity of the Supreme Being as it was an 
expedient necessary for eliminating the demons headed by Ravana; for if Ravana got 
a hint that Lord Ram was not a human being but the Supreme Being himself, then he 
would soon surrender himself before the Lord and return Sita instead of confronting 
the Lord and fighting him tooth-and-nail. If he surrendered and asked for forgiveness, 
the Lord would be morally bound to forgive him, and should this happen the scourge 
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of the demons would remain intact, and the whole exercise of coming down to earth 
would go down in vain. Ravana was very clever; so in this eventuality, he would keep 
low for some time and let things cool off before reverting to his old evil ways. What 
would then happen? 

All the sufferings and horrors of mother earth and the gods that Ravana and 
his ilk had caused, the scourge which Lord Vishnu had promised to eradicate, would 
be back again with a vengeance. The resurgent Ravana, whose anger and wrath were 
suppressed due to unfavourable conditions for him, would become more forcefully 
vindictive and ferociously vicious in wreaking vengeance on those who dared to 
complain against him to Lord Vishnu. It is a well-established doctrine of political 
philosophy that once an enemy is identified, he should be completely done away with; 
any remnant of a thorny plant or a poison, no matter how inconsequential and 
miniscule and seemingly harmless it seems to be, can grow back into a thorn that 
would prick to kill, or a potion of poison that is fermented over time would acquire 
scalding acid-like properties that would burn through! 

The world had had enough of Ravana’s cruelty and savagery; there was no 
scope and sense in giving him a second chance, for he was so evil and pervert that 
instead of actually mending his way by the opportunity given to him by way of 
goodwill will be employed by him only to recover himself till Lord Ram was 
somewhere around, and then he would pounce upon his prey, the creatures of the 
world and the gods of heaven, with full force like a huge meteorite striking the earth 
with a blast violent enough to reduce everything to rubble. 

Consequentially it was necessary to keep the doubts about the Lord’s true 
identity alive; it was vital to let Ravana remain confused about who Lord Ram was, as 
the former already was totally confounded on this matter—refer: Ram Charit Manas, 
Aranya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-6 that precede Doha no. 23. 

So therefore, had the Lord remained calm and poised and emotionally 
unmoved when he moved in the open on the path in the forest—as he was when he 
met Jatau and Sabari and even Kabandha—then Ravana’s spies would have 
immediately got the wind of it and inform Ravana. That would have spoilt the whole 
master-plan of the Supreme Being who had to take the trouble of becoming a human 
being precisely for eliminating the scourge known as ‘Demonic Ravana’. ] 


Section 6.1.4—6.1.6: (Lord Ram arrives at Mt. Rishyamook on the banks 
of Lake Pampa where he meets and befriends Sugriv, the monkey prince; 
reconnoitring teams of spies and scouts are sent in all directions to find 
the whereabouts of Sita; one group reaches the shore of the southern 
ocean from where Hanuman is sent to Lanka to meet Sita and bring back 
her news: 


After providing Mukti to Sabari, the two brothers, Lord Ram and Laxman, moved in 
the direction of Lake Pampa as advised by her. At the lake they took some time to rest 
and refresh themselves. Here the celestial sage Narad met Lord Ram, and the brief 
conversation between them revolved around spiritual matters and why the Lord had 
prevented Narad from marrying and getting entangled in routine family matters. The 
Lord in essence told Narad that for a saint and a sage of his exalted nature, one who 
has already renounced the world with its material charms and sensual pleasures, it is 
inappropriate to get involved in it once again, and it is for this basic reason why the 
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Lord prevented him from marrying because the Lord always ensures that the good and 
well-being of his devotee is taken care of; if by some odd chance the devotee is about 
to commit some error of judgement which will land him or her in trouble, the Lord 
steps in to sort out the matter in favour of the devotee. 

From there Lord Ram and Laxman moved ahead towards the other end of the 
lake where a chain of mountains bordering the kingdom of Kishkindha was situated. 

The next phase of this marvelous story of ours takes us to the foothills of this 
chain of mountains, the highest peak of which was called ‘Rishyamook’, and then to 
‘Kishkindha’, the kingdom of the monkey race. At Rishyamook Lord Ram met and 
befriended Sugriv, the prince of this kingdom, who promised to the Lord that he 
would spare no effort to find where Sita was, as well as to help him to retrive her. It 
was here that Lord Ram also met Hanuman, one of the chief companions of Sugriv, 
and hereafter one of the Lord's main devotees and an obedient follower, for whom the 
word of the Lord was sacrosanct. The Lord spent the rainy season on Mt. Parvarsan, 
and as autumn arrived and winter was fast approaching, he asked Sugriv to keep his 
promise—1.e. to make efforts to search Sita. 

One very important point is to be noted here. The inhabitants of Kishkindha 
were probably called ‘monkeys and bears’ because their lifestyle and habits, their 
external appearances and characteristic features, their special qualities and abilities 
were more like those of monkeys and bears than ordinary human beings. For instance, 
they grew large body hair and nails; they could easily climb trees and leap across 
branches; they could climb mountains which were difficult for humans to access; they 
ate forest fruits and lived atop trees in tree-houses; they inhabited thick forested areas 
away from human population. This was all made necessary as expediencies of life and 
survival in the hills and forests where they lived. So in effect these inhabitants of 
Kishkindha were forest and hill dwelling tribes of ancient India. 

But they surely weren’t animals called “monkeys and bears” in the way we 
understand these words to mean today; they weren’t “animals” like today’s monkeys 
and bears. Come to think of it: even we humans, who pride ourselves as highly 
civilised and evolved in this creation, actually belong to the “animal kingdom” which 
science likes to call “zoology”; humans are not studied under the head ‘botany’ which 
deals with the members of the plant kingdom, but under the classification of 
‘zoology’. 

For one, these monkeys and bears could walk erect and speak the human 
tongue in an intelligible way; they were surely bilingual and may be even knew more 
then one languages like we do today. When they conversed within their own 
community they used their own lingua franca, and when they interacted with other 
tribes or foreigners they used a universal language in vogue at the time; and this 
language was Sanskrit. This is evident from the fact that Lord Ram could talk freely 
with them in a human tongue, and then we will read later on in the story that 
Hanuman and Angad would converse with Ravana and Vibhishan etc. who were 
demons from a different culture. Their interaction was only possible if they could 
speak a common international language like we use standard English today. 

It is said in Adhyatma Ramayan that Hanuman spoke to Lord Ram in perfect 
Sanskrit language when he met the Lord at the base of Mt. Rishyamook. This was the 
language of the educated class in those days, and no one can expect a ‘monkey’, the 
‘animal’, to speak classical language as Hanuman did so much so that even Lord Ram 
was highly impressed with Hanuman’s expertise with the Sanskrit language and its 
grammar, and the Lord expressed his astonishment on this count to Laxman. Refer: 
Adhyatma Ramayan, Kishkindha Kand, Canto 1, verse nos. 12-18. 
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The second important reason is that these monkeys and bears were actually 
gods who had come down to earth in these forms to help Lord Ram eliminate the 
scourge of the demons headed by Ravana. This is clearly mentioned in Ram Charit 
Manas, Baal Kand, Doha no. 187—to Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 188 
as well as in Adhyatma Ramayan, Baal Kand, Canto 2, verse nos. 29-30. 


Coming back to our narrative, a huge reconnoitring team of countless monkey and 
bear warriors was assembled; it was divided into many groups, and all the groups 
were dispatched in different directions to search Sita. One such group consisted of 
some of the most faithful and able chiefs of the community, such as Hanuman, 
Angad, Nal, Neel and Jamvant etc., was dispatched in the south direction by the Lord 
and his friend Sugriv as they already knew that Ravana had fled in that direction. This 
group reached the shores of the southern ocean where they met Sampati, the elder 
brother of Jatau. Sampati, being a vulture who inherently have the ability to see long 
distances, told them that Sita was seated under a tree in a garden at Lanka. 

It was then decided that Hanuman would go across and meet her personally, 
and come back with a first-hand report. 

These events have been narrated in Ram Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, (1) 
Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 1—to Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes 
Doha no. 5; (ii) Doha no. 12 along with Chaupai line nos. 7-10 that precede it; and 
(iii) Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 19—to Doha no. 30. 

For the purpose of convenience of reading, these episodes have been grouped 
under three sub-sections as follows: 

6.1.4—Here we read about Lord Ram's arrival at Mt. Rishyamook where he 
meets Hanuman and befriends Sugriv, the monkey prince. This episode is narrated in 
Ram Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 1— 
to Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 5. 

6.1.5—Lord Ram spends the rainy season on Mt. Pravarsan, and at the end of 
this season reconnoitring teams of spies and scouts are sent in all directions to find the 
whereabouts of Sita. This episode is narrated in Ram Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, 
(i) Doha no. 12 along with Chaupai line nos. 7-10 that precede it; (ii) from Chaupai 
line nos. 1-4 that precede Doha no. 18; and (iii) from Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes 
Doha no. 19—to Doha no. 23. 

6.1.6—One such group heads towards the southern ocean, and on the way 
enters a cave where it meets a hermitress named Swayamprabha. She employs her 
mystical powers to transfer the messengers of Lord Ram directly to the shore of the 
ocean across which was situated Lanka where Sita was held captive. At the shore they 
meet Sampati, the old vulture, who tells them about Sita being actually held captive in 
Lanka as he could see her sitting there under a tree inside a garden. It is decided then 
to send Hanuman across the ocean to the island of Lanka to ascertain facts, and come 
back with a first-hand report of Sita. These developments are narrated in Ram Charit 
Manas, Kishkindha Kand, from Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 24—to 
Doha no. 30. 


Now let us begin our narration by citing these verses directly from the holy book Ram 
Charit Manas:- 
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Section 6.1.4: Lord Ram arrives at Mt. Rishyamook that was situated 
beyond Lake Pampa; here he meets Hanuman and befriends Sugriv, the 
monkey prince: 


This episode is narrated in Ram Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 
that precedes Doha no. 1—to Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 5 as follows:- 


"dio. sm act agh tamer | ence usta SNA Ul 9 Ul 
wé vg uas ated Gitar | stad Sha snper siet iar t 3 u 
enfe mia He Gy STAT 1 Gee uper Tet su PAT 0 3 I 
aR ae xu eg WE beu wet fni uen sums v II 
ust Ofer Ere AA eM | AM quu ASH AS ASAT du ul 


caupat. 


ager cale bahuri raghuraya. risyamüka parbata ni'araya. 1. 

taham raha saciva sahita sugriva. avata dékhi atula bala sinva. 2. 

ati sabhita kaha sunu hanumana. purusa jugala bala rüpa nidhana. 3. 
dhari batu rüpa dékhu tairh jal. kahesu jani jiyam sayana bujha’. 4. 
patha'e bali hohim mana maila. bhagaum turata tajaum yaha saila. 5. 


The Lord of the Raghu's line of kings (“raghuraya”; Lord Ram) then moved ahead 
and neared Mt. Rishyamook!. (1) 


On the summit of this mountain lived Sugriv (the prince of the monkey kingdom of 
Kishkindha’) with his ministers and courtiers. He saw the two brothers, who from 
their very appearance seemed to possess immeasurable strength and looked most 
valiant, approaching the place. (2) 


This sight made him sore affright; so he said to Hanuman (who was his close 
confidante and companion), “Listen Hanuman‘! These two gentlemen look as if they 
are repositories of immense strength and unparalleled valour. (3) 


You go to them disguised as a young Brahmin student (dhari batu riipa)’ and look 
into the matter; find out their intention, why have they come here in this direction, and 
then signal to me by a gesture of your eyes (to tell me if they are friendly or not). (4) 


In case you discover that they have been sent by Baali and have some sort of ill- 
intentions that would create some danger for me, then indicate to me by your gesture 
so that I will make good my escape and run away from here immediately, abandoning 
this mountain forthwith.’ (5) 


[Note—'Mt. Rishyamook was on the far end of Lake Pampa; it was a part of a chain 
of hills that lay on the outer fringes of the kingdom of Kishkindha. It is so called 
because sage Matang used to do Tapa (penances; austerity; stern religious practices) 
silently here. *Rishya = Rishi = a sage"; “Mook = silent". 
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Another interpretation is that a special class of deer called Rishya used to live 
in and around this mountain; these animals moved around silently like sages. The 
mountain got its name from them. 

According to Valmiki’s Ramayan, Aranya Kand, Canto 73, verse nos. 32-34, 
it was first created by Brahma, the creator of this world. It had a thick cover of 
evergreen trees, and was steep and so thickly covered by creepers and undergrowth 
that it was difficult to climb it easily. It was further made inaccessible by abundance 
of snakes that were found everywhere on it. 

This mountain was uninhabited and so inhospitable that no one would even 
think of coming here to hide. Besides its general foreboding atmosphere, it also bore 
sage Matang’s curse which said that if Baali, the elder brother of Sugriv who turned to 
become his arch enemy, ever came there, his head would break to many pieces, i.e. he 
would die. 

The reason for the sage cursing Baali is that the latter used to be very restless; 
he would come to that forest to eat fruits, shake trees violently and break their 
branches and leaves, littering the whole place near sage Matang’s hermitage, make a 
lot of noise and create general nuisance. The sage got infuriated and cursed him that if 
he ever dared to come near that place then his head would break up into many pieces. 

Another reason says that when Baali killed the demon Dundubhi, he flung his 
body for a distance of 1 Yojan (roughly 8 miles); this carcass fell near the sage’s 
hermitage, and blood and flesh littered the place. So the angry sage cursed Baali that 
anyone who would one day reduce the heap of bones that formed a mountain at the 
spot where the dead body fell into rubble, and cut the seven tall trees that grew on this 
mountain, would kill Baali. Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, Chaupai 
line no. 12 that precedes Doha no. 7; and Valmiki Ramayan, Kishkindha Kand, Canto 
11, verse no. 47 etc. 

So Sugriv and his companions found Mt. Rishyamook a perfect place to live 
without fear of Baali. 


*As we have read in the introduction of this sub-section, the inhabitants of Kishkindha 
were not actual ‘monkeys and bears’ as we may think, but they were so-called 
because of their lifestyle and habits, their external appearances and characteristic 
features, their special qualities and abilities which were more like those of monkeys 
and bears than ordinary human beings. For instance, they grew large body hair and 
nails; they could easily climb trees and leap across branches; they could climb 
mountains which were difficult for humans to access; they ate forest fruits and lived 
atop trees in tree-houses; they inhabited thick forested areas away from human 
population. This was all made necessary as expediencies of life and survival in the 
hills and forests where they lived. So in effect these inhabitants of Kishkindha were 
forest and hill dwelling tribes of ancient India. 

But they surely weren't animals called “monkeys and bears" in the way we 
understand these words to mean today; they weren't “animals” like today's monkeys 
and bears. Come to think of it: even we humans, who pride ourselves as highly 
civilised and evolved in this creation, actually belong to the “animal kingdom" which 
science likes to call “zoology”; humans are not studied under the head ‘botany’ which 
deals with the members of the plant kingdom, but under the classification of 
‘zoology’. 

For one, these monkeys and bears could walk erect and speak the human 
tongue in an intelligible way; they were surely bilingual and may be even knew more 
then one languages like we do today. When they conversed within their own 
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community they used their own lingua franca, and when they interacted with other 
tribes or foreigners they used a universal language in vogue at the time; and this 
language was Sanskrit. This is evident from the fact that Lord Ram could talk freely 
with them in a human tongue, and then we will read later on in the story that 
Hanuman and Angad would converse with Ravana and Vibhishan etc. who were 
demons from a different culture. Their interaction was only possible if they could 
speak a common international language like we use standard English today. 

It is said in Adhyatma Ramayan that Hanuman spoke to Lord Ram in perfect 
Sanskrit language when he met the Lord at the base of Mt. Rishyamook. This was the 
language of the educated class in those days, and no one can expect a ‘monkey’, the 
‘animal’, to speak classical language as Hanuman did so much so that even Lord Ram 
was highly impressed with Hanuman’s expertise with the Sanskrit language and its 
grammar, and the Lord expressed his astonishment on this count to Laxman. Refer: 
Adhyatma Ramayan, Kishkindha Kand, Canto 1, verse nos. 12-18. 

The second important reason is that these monkeys and bears were actually 
gods who had come down to earth in these forms to help Lord Ram eliminate the 
scourge of the demons headed by Ravana. This is clearly mentioned in Ram Charit 
Manas, Baal Kand, Doha no. 187—to Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 188 
as well as in Adhyatma Ramayan, Baal Kand, Canto 2, verse nos. 29-30. 


*What made Sugriv so terrified of strangers? The reason has been described in detail 
in Ram Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-13 that precede Doha 
no. 6. 

In brief however, this story is this: Sugriv had developed some 
misunderstanding with his elder brother Baali (also pronounced as Vaali) who first 
thrashed him severely and then ousted him from the capital of Kishkindha. Sugriv was 
pursued by Baali relentlessly; eventually he came to live on Mt. Rishyamook on the 
advice of Hanuman and others as it was safe from any attack from Baali because he 
would dare not come here. 

But though Baali would not come personally, he still could send some 
powerful warrior in disguise to square up with his brother-turned-enemy Sugriv and 
kill him. This probability made Sugriv afraid of any stranger coming that way, more 
so because that area was almost barren of life and far away from any other inhabited 
area or civilisation; no one ventured that way and it was almost out of bounds for 
travellers. 


“Another interesting question that arises here is this: Of all his companions, why did 
Sugriv select Hanuman for this mission? It was because by experience Sugriv knew 
very well that Hanuman was exceptionally intelligent, wise and practical; he could 
tackle matters himself and solve the issue on the spot without further instructions or 
consultations; he was trust-worthy, faithful and honest; and he was fearless, prudent, 
brave, courageous, strong and powerful to face any adverse situation should it arise 
unexpectedly; Sugriv knew that no one could compare with Hanuman in these 
qualities. This fact is reiterated in Valmiki’s Ramayan, Kishkindha Kand, (1) Canto 2, 
verse nos. 13-19; (11) Canto 44, verse nos.1, 6-8. 

Meanwhile, one would like to read a little more about Hanuman: who he was? 
A brief life-sketch of Hanuman is added at the end of the notes to these verses; it is 
marked by * sign. 
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‘Why did Sugriv advise Hanuman to go as a ‘Brahmin student’ (a “batu rüpa") to 
meet Lord Ram? Well, the two brothers were armed with bows and arrows, had 
quivers tied to their waists, the way they walked with dignified steps fearlessly and 
with confidence, their general manners and bearing—all gave an impression that they 
were some noble men and great warriors. Sugriv, who was already apprehensive 
about them and their objective of coming that way, did not wish to take risk. He knew 
that everyone respects a Brahmin and trusts him; so if Hanuman goes there attired as a 
Brahmin, especially as a student, then the chances of these two strangers harming him 
or deceiving him as to their purpose of coming here were minimal. 

Why as Hanuman advised to go as a ‘student’ instead of as an adult Brahmin? 
The reason is this: Had Hanuman gone to meet the Lord as an ‘adult Brahmin’, there 
were chances that the Lord would immediately become suspicious about him because 
the area of the forest where this interaction took place was deep in the forest, a remote 
area that was far from civilisation and virtually uninhabited as it lay beyond the 
famous Dandkak forest which was itself literally intractable. Adult Brahmins lived in 
populated areas such as villages, towns and cities, but not in the far depth of a forest. 
A young Brahmin-student, however, would go to distant places to study under 
renowned sages and seers who usually had their hermitages in forests as they needed 
quietude for their spiritual pursuits; some senior ones even lived on mountains and 
hill tops, and though they did not maintain hermitages per se, yet they would 
occasionally accept isolated students who they thought were eager for knowledge and 
worthy to be imparted the knowledge that only these sages possessed. 

To wit, the chances of meeting an adult Brahmin in this part of the land were 
very remote; but in case of a ‘student’ it was quite possible that he was on the way to 
his Guru’s (teacher’s) hermitage to study, and he met the two brothers on the path by 
pure good chance. His Guru could well be an aged sage or seer living on one of the 
mountains or hills in that area. So this form of Hanuman as a ‘student’ would not 
arouse any suspicion in the mind of the two brothers as an adult Brahmin would 
surely do—so reasoned Sugriv. 

There were some other reasons that too weighed in favour of sending 
Hanuman disguised as a ‘student Brahmin’. If a young boy makes some mistake he is 
usually overlooked by an adult; so if by some misadventure Hanuman said something 
or any of his gestures or actions were such as to cause a bit of annoyance to the two 
strangers, there were fair chances that they would overlook it as a youngster’s error 
committed in folly, and forgive him. 

Further, this form of a ‘student’ would enable Hanuman to bow and pay his 
respects to the two brothers, Lord Ram and Laxman, is expected to show respect to 
elders even if he is Brahmin, otherwise it would bad manners for the boy. When the 
strangers see that the student who is interacting with them is good mannered, polite 
and cultured they would be willing to reciprocate and engage with him; this was vital 
to extract the information needed by Sugriv. 

On the other hand, if Hanuman appeared as an adult Brahmin, there were 
chances that the two brothers would just pay their homage to him and move on. An 
adult Brahmin would have to maintain his dignity and decorum; he would not be 
expected to bow and show other forms of respect to the visitors with the same ease 
with which a young boy could do. 

So now, since these so-called monkeys were virtually like humans as we have 
noted herein above, it wasn’t difficult for Hanuman to disguise himself as a Brahmin 
student when he came down the summit of the mountain to meet Lord Ram. He had 
only to wear appropriate clothes and apply some holy marks on his forehead and 


419 


body, such as make a Tilak mark on his forehead, sling a sacred thread across his 
shoulders, and tie his hairs in a tuft at the back of his head, to indicate that he was a 
Brahmin student. 

And then he spoke with Lord Ram in the human tongue during the interview; 
in fact, to be precise, it was in perfect Sanskrit that Hanuman interacted with Lord 
Ram as noted in note no. 2 herein above. Hence, the Lord felt he was in the company 
of educated natives who could talk in the Lord’s language, and it would be practical 
and prudent to become friendly with them, if no other reason than at least because he 
has to cross this country to reach the place where Sita was held captive by Ravana. If 
these natives could speak Sanskrit then, the Lord thought, communication would not 
be a barrier any more. 

Lord Ram was in an alien country; it was wise to be friendly with the natives 
of the place. The Lord needed help to find Sita, and he reasoned that if he was good 
and friendly towards these natives then they would be cooperative and helpful; they 
will extend logistical help, and manpower too could be easily arranged. 


*'A life sketch of Hanuman is narrated in the following scriptures—(i) Anand 
Ramayan, Saar Kand, Sarga (Canto) 13, verse nos. 155-190; (11) Valmiki's Ramayan, 
Kishkhindha Kand, Sarga (Canto) 66, verse nos. 1-17 (as narrated by Jamvant, the 
Bear king); Uttar Kand, Sarga 35-36 (as described to Sri Ram by sage Agastya). 

Wonderful hymns dedicated to Lord Hanuman are found in Tulsidas’ “Vinai 
Patrika", verse nos. 25-36. 

These describe Hanuman as the Son of the Wind God. The story of Hanuman 
being the son of the Wind God is briefly this: An Apsara (a heavenly damsel of great 
beauty) named Punjiksthal became the daughter of a monkey named Kunjar. Her 
name was Anjana, and she was married to Kesari. One day Anjani assumed a form of 
a human female, adorned her self with ornaments and garlands of choicest flowers, 
and went to the top of a mountain to enjoy the beauty of Nature that spread all around 
her. Her bewitching beauty attracted the attention of the Wind God who embraced her 
(in the form of a soft, pleasant and fragrant gust of wind that swirled all around her, 
enveloping her from all sides). As a result of this embrace, Anjana gave birth to a son 
who had all the excellent virtues of the Wind God: he possessed stupendous powers, 
had astounding strength, was matchless in valiance and courage, his intelligence and 
wisdom had no parallel, radiance effused from him like a divine glow, and he was a 
personified form of glory and excellence. That is why Hanuman is usually called the 
‘son of the Wind God’. 

But it is also universally believed that Hanuman is a manifestation of Lord 
Shiva, and represents the ‘Tej’ (glory and dynamism) of Lord Ram. This is clearly 
mentioned in Brihad Brahm Sanhita, Chapter (Pratham) 3, Canto (Adhyaya) 1, verse 
(Shloka) no. 102. This verse also says that it is Lord Shiva who manifested also as 
Sankarshan, one of the forms of Lord Vishnu. In the case of Hanuman, it is said here 
that “Hanuman is a manifestation of Lord Maha Shiva, and represents the Tej (glory 
and dynamic aspect) of Lord Ram”. 

There are three Gods in the Trinity—viz. Brahma is the creator, Vishnu is the 
sustainer and protector of creation, and Shiva is the concluder who brings about the 
end of creation when the time comes. In the story of the Ramayan, Lord Vishnu 
manifested himself as Lord Ram, the prince of the kingdom of Ayodhya, Brahma 
became the Jamvant who was an old and wise chief of the bear community who lived 
in the kingdom of Kishkindha, and Shiva took the form of Hanuman who was an 
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ardent and faithful devotee of Lord Ram as well as one of the chief advisors of 
Sugriv, the king of Kishkindha, the kingdom of the monkey race. 

Lord Shiva reveres Lord Ram, constantly chants his holy name “Ram”, and 
worships the Lord as his chosen deity. So when the time came to serve Lord Ram 
during his manifestation on earth, Shiva did not wish to lose this opportunity; he 
therefore chose to become a monkey known as Hanuman so that he will not only have 
a chance to be helpful to his beloved Lord but also be able to serve him diligently, and 
in the case need arose, to extend full protection to Lord Ram. In fact it was Hanuman 
who had actually found Sita, Lord Ram’s wife who was abducted by the demon king 
Ravana, imprisoned in Lanka. Further we read that in the epic war of Lanka, when the 
forces of Lord Ram consisting of the monkeys and the bears of Kishkindha had fought 
a no-holds barred bloody battle with the demon forces of Ravana, it was Hanuman 
who had played a pivotal role of singular importance; he was crucial to the winning of 
the war in general. Even Lord Ram had acknowledged Hanuman’s valour and praised 
him lavishly during the heat of battle once when he told Laxman, his younger brother, 
that there was only one warrior he sees in the whole battle field of Lanka who has 
taken the demon-bull by its horns, and this warrior was none other than Hanuman. 
This is clearly stated in Kavitawali Ramayan of Goswami Tulsidas, Lanka Kand, 
verse no. 40. 

Not only this, Lord Ram had publicly shown his affection for Hanuman when 
he lovingly embraced him and declared that he would forever remain indebted to 
Hanuman: refer—Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line nos. 5-7 that 
precede Doha no. 32. The occasion was Hanuman bringing the news of Sita and 
conveying it to Lord Ram. 

The especial bond that existed between Lord Ram and Hanuman was unique, 
and it is no where more evident than the time when they first met at the base of Mt. 
Rishyamook. Lord Ram and Hanuman had both become overwhelmed with tidal 
waves of affectionate emotions so much that while Hanuman’s voice trembled, his 
body was thrilled and he could barely stifle his sobs, Lord Ram wept and tears flowed 
down his eyes even as he clasped Hanuman to his bosom. There seemed no formality 
or artificiality in this spontaneous burst of loving emotions; Hanuman had become so 
joyous that he lost control over his senses so much that instead of showing respect to 
his Lord he went on to reprimand Lord Ram for forgetting him for so long. It was 
like a scene of two fast friends who had been separated long back due to misfortunes 
inflicted upon them by providence had one day met each other most unexpectedly at a 
place and time that they weren’t aware of a minute ago. This episode is fully narrated 
in vivid details in Ram Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, Chaupai line no. 5 that 
precedes Doha no. 2—Doha no. 3. 

And as if to add a tiara to the crown, or a diamond that is placed centrally on 
the helm of this crown, it was only Hanuman who was allowed by Lord Ram to stay 
with him after he returned home to Ayodhya at the end of his 14-year forest sojourn; 
and Hanuman stayed with the Lord for the rest of his time on earth. 

To wit, Lord Hanuman was one of the greatest devotees of Lord Ram. His 
devotion for Lord Ram had no match. He is regarded as the wisest, the most 
enlightened and a highly self-realised soul. He is an incarnation of the eleventh form 
of Lord Shiva that is known as Rudra. When Lord Vishnu decided to manifest himself 
as Lord Ram in this world, all the different Gods has assumed various forms to serve 
the Lord. Shiva had taken the form of Hanuman to serve Lord Ram. 

According to the Purans (mythological histories), the name of his mother was 
Anjana. She was the wife of the monkey king Kesari. He was born as a grace of the 
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Wind God, also known as Marut. Hence, Hanuman was also known as ‘Anjaneya’ or 
‘Maruti’. However, his most common name ‘Hanuman’ is derived from the fact that 
once he had been hit by the ‘Vajra’, the hard weapon of Indra, the king of Gods. The 
story goes that once, a little time after his birth, the infant Hanuman had felt 
extremely hungry, and seeing the rising sun he thought it to be some ripe red fruit 
dangling from the sky. So he leapt to the sky to eat the rising sun. Incidentally, it was 
the time of the solar eclipse, when, according to mythology, the head of the demon 
known as Rahu was proceeding to devour the sun. When he saw Hanuman rushing 
towards the sun, Rahu ran away scared, thinking that Hanuman was some competitor 
who was out there to grab his food. Rahu complained to Indra, the king of Gods, that 
he is being denied his regular meal. At this, Indra intervened. When Hanuman saw 
Indra approaching astride his white majestic elephant known as Eraavat, he thought 
that it was some other white fruit. So he left sun alone and instead leapt at Eraavat. 
Indra was shocked, confounded and perplexed, and in order to stop Hanuman he 
threw his formidable weapon known as Vajra The Vajra hit him on the chin, thereby 
causing a dent. The jaw swelled as result. This incident gave ‘Hanuman’ his famous 
name. 

The word ‘Hanu’ means the lower jaw, the chin, while ‘Maan’ means to hit to 
subdue or defeat. Another interpretation is that ‘Hanu’ means to crush, to trounce, to 
take away, or to eliminate, and ‘Maan’ means one’s pride, arrogance, haughtiness and 
ego. So the composite word ‘Hanuman’ refers to this incident when Indra had 
subdued the son of the Wind God by breaking his chin-bone as a token punishment 
for him being extremely arrogant and unnecessarily mischievous. 

But when the Wind God saw that Hanuman was hurt, he became extremely 
angry as Hanuman was born as his grace, so he stopped the movement of air. This 
caused suffocation in this creation and all the Gods were on the verge of asphyxiation. 
So they appeased the Wind God by blessing Hanuman with invincibility and 
formidable powers. This made Hanuman immortal and immune to the dangers of fire, 
water and wind. 

As for the colour of Hanuman’s face being ‘of a red tinge’, there are two tales 
in this regard. One says that his fair skin was tanned red due to the intense heat of the 
sun as once he had leapt into the sky to eat the sun, thinking it to be some big red fruit 
dangling from the sky. Another legend says that when he saw Sita applying the red 
vermillion powder on her head and when asked about it was told that it was a mark 
that showed that Sita was eternally a wife of Lord Ram, or was inseparable from the 
Lord, Hanuman applied this powder on his whole face to please the Lord and signal to 
him that if a single dot or a line of red on Sita’s head could endear her to Lord Ram so 
much, how much more the Lord will love to see Hanuman with his whole 
countenance coloured in red of the vermillion. 

Once as a child he was even cursed by sages because of his mischievous 
nature as he used to play havoc with the trees and plants around the hermitages and 
forests where they lived, uprooting them, breaking their branches, eating their fruits 
and littering the place all around. So they cursed him that he would forget his powers 
till the time someone reminded him about them. As it happened, when the monkeys 
and bears set out in search of Sita, who had been abducted by the demon king of 
Lanka known as Ravana, and had reached the shores of the vast ocean, they faced the 
formidable challenge of having to cross it, face this formidable enemy, and come back 
alive. It was then that Jamvant, the old patriarch of the bears, had reminded Hanuman 
about his lost strength. Hanuman regained his old stupendous powers and abilities, 
and he was the one who not only crossed the ocean but also burnt Lanka before 
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coming back with the news of Sita. These events are narrated in the epic Ramayana in 
great detail. 

Hanuman can be likened to a diamond amongst all the characters in the epic 
story of Ramayan which deals with Lord Vishnu’s incarnation as Lord Ram. In fact, 
the story of Lord Ram and his conquest of Lanka would not have been what it was 
without Hanuman. Even Lord Ram had openly accepted his indebtedness to 
Hanuman. 

Hanuman was very dear to Lord Ram. The Lord was exceptionally obliged to 
him, and on several occasions he had expressed this too. Hanuman was more close to 
Lord Ram than any other single character in the Ramayana. Whenever the Lord 
needed help, he looked at Hanuman. Hanuman had always repeated the holy Name of 
Lord Ram silently, and this gave him immense strength and peace. By the way of the 
Name, Hanuman was able to have the Lord stay with him always. The best proof of 
the Lord recognizing this divine quality and spiritual nature of Hanuman was when 
the Lord directed him to stay in this world at the time of the Lord’s own departure for 
his heavenly abode at the end of his tenure on this earth, and keep the light of the 
Lord’s glory alight by way of repeating his divine Name and ensuring protection for 
those who said the Lord’s Name. In other words, the Lord had appointed Hanuman as 
the heir to his legacy, and passed on the baton of Dharma (virtues of righteousness, 
probity, propriety, nobility and auspiciousness) and Satya (truth) to him to act as their 
custodian on the strength of Lord’s holy Name. 

We read in Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes 
Doha no. 26 that Hanuman was able to keep Lord Ram under his loving sway by the 
virtue of repeating the Lord’s holy Name constantly. 

So therefore, when Lord Ram left this world for his heavenly abode during the 
final episodes of Ramayana, all those who were close to him as well as the rest of his 
subjects had also left this world with the Lord. But Hanuman remained behind with 
the express mandate from the Lord to ensure that the Lord’s glory as well as the glory 
of his divine name can be perpetuated, and to ensure that the devotees of the Lord can 
be afforded protection. This has been narrated in (1) Veda Vyas’ Adhyatma Ramayan, 
Uttar Kand, Sarga (Canto) 9, verse nos. 34-36; (ii) Anand Ramayan, Purva Kand, 
Sarga (Canto) 5, verse nos. 9-13; (iii) Valmiki Ramayan, Uttar Kand, Sarga 108, verse 
nos. 32-35. 

Hanuman had immense mental and physical agility, strength, power and 
prowess. His character was immaculate and his intellect was of high refinement. He 
had complete, unchallenged and unparalleled knowledge of the scriptures. One of the 
reasons is that his teacher was the Sun God himself who had taught him all the Vedas 
and other scriptures. His speech was elegant and scholarly. He is regarded as a 
treasury of the eight Siddhis (mystical powers) and the nine Nidhis (spiritual assets). 
He was a renunciate and a celibate since birth. 

The eight Siddhis which Hanuman possessed were the following—(i) 
‘Anima’—means the power to become microscopic or so minute that one becomes 
invisible to the naked eye; to become small like an atom; (ii) ‘Mahima’—is to have 
majesty, glory and fame; to be honoured and acknowledged for one's achievements, 
wisdom, erudition, knowledge and skills; to become huge like a mountain, thereby 
standing out and being unique or special in a crowd; (iii) ‘Garima’—is to be heavy- 
weight in any field, to have special qualities that give one's ideas and words a great 
amount of importance and weight; to have stature, dignity, decorum, gravity and 
significance; (iv) ‘Laghima’—is the grand virtue of being simple and humble inspite 
of being great, powerful and authoritative; it is to have simplicity and humility despite 
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possessing grandeur, majesty, power, authority and magnificence; (v) *Praapti'—is to 
be able to attain, gain or obtain anything wished or desired for; (vi) ‘Praakramya’—is 
to have valour, ardour, strength, powers, prowess, potential and punch leading to 
triumph, glory and majesty; (vii) 'Ishwatwa'—is to be able to have lordship or sway 
over everything else; to be able to rule over othes; (viii) ‘Vashitwa’—is to be able to 
control and subdue others, and exert influence on them so much so that they become 
obedient and subservient. 

The nine Nidhis that Hanuman possessed were the following— Spiritual 
assets—according to saint Tulsidas’ epic Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Doha 35- 
36, they are—(i) communion with saints and pious people where the Lord's glories 
are being sung, (ii) serving one's teacher and elders, (ii) praising the Lord's glories 
and doing Kirtan and Bhajan which are community singing of the Lord's glories, (iv) 
repeating the divine Mantras or holy words of the Lord, i.e. doing Japa, (v) having 
such virtues as ‘Dam’ or tolerance, patience, fortitude and resilience, ‘Sheel’ or good 
and righteous demeanours, ‘Virati’ or being renunciate and detached from deeds and 
to be dispassionate towards the world, ‘Sam’ or equanimity, looking everything as 
Brahm, having a non-dual approach of or view of the world, 'Santosh' or 
contentedness, and ‘Saral’ or simplicity and humility, (vi) having no deceit, conceit 
and falsehoods, (vii) not finding faults with others and criticising them unnecessarily, 
(viii) to have firm reliance and faith in the Lord, and (ix) not to feel dejected, 
depressed, despaired, inferior, lowly and condemned under any adverse 
circumstances, because the great and merciful Lord is always with them. 

According to another version, the nine Nidhis are the various special virtues or 
qualities or attributes that one possesses, and which make him special amongst others. 
They are the following—(i) Buddhi—intelligence and the power to discriminate, to 
think sharply, quickly, logically, rationally, deeply and analytically. (ii) Bal— 
strength, vigour and power of the body and of the mind as well as of the spirit. (111) 
Yasha—fame, good reputation and name; majesty and renown. (iv) Dhairya—to have 
courage, fortitude, resilience, ability to hold on in the face of greatest adversity, 
misfortune and opposition. (v) Nirbhayataa—fearlessness, courage, bravery and an 
indomitable spirit. (vi) Aarogyataa—to be freed from diseases and illnesses, both 
mental as well as bodily. (vii) Ajaadyataa—the opposite of Jadataa; to be free from 
the negative trait of inertia, lethargy, depression, stagnation, lack of drive, initiative 
and will power. (viii) Vaakya-patutaa—to be an expert orator; speaking skills, 
eloquence, diplomacy, and wise and intelligent choice of the spoken word. (ix) 
Bhakti—to have steady and robust devotion, loyalty, dedication and conviction for 
one’s chosen deity and faith. This quality, of course, comes under the category of 
spiritual assets also. 

Other variations include the following qualities in this list of Nidhis because 
they are like an asset for a man which stand him in good stead in his life— (1) Sham— 
having self restraint and control; having peace, tranquility, serenity and quietness; 
being able to suppress desires, yearnings and natural instincts and impulses. (ii) 
Dam—tolerance, forbearance, fortitude. (iii) Upriti—renunciation, detachment, 
dispassion, indifference and non-involvement. (iv) Titksha—endurance, patience, 
fortitude, sufferance, equanimity. (v) Samadhan—the ability to find a solution, an 
answer to even the most vexing problem; lack of confusion or doubts; clarity of 
thoughts and conception. (vi) Shraddha—having faith, belief, conviction, reverence 
and devotion. (vii) Sakhya—friendship and the ability to co-exist with even one’s 
adversary. (viii) Daya—kindness, compassion, graciousness. (ix) Atma Bodh—self- 
realisation and awareness about the true nature of one’s conscious ‘self’, to be 
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enlightened about the Atma, the pure consciousness, that resides inside one’s inner 
self as his soul, as his Spirit. 

Sometimes, the last Nidhi of ‘Atma Bodh’ is replaced with ‘Seva’ or the natural habit 
of serving others selflessly. 

Faces of Hanuman—In iconography, Hanuman is depicted as having five, ten 
or eleven faces. 

(a) The five faces of Hanuman are as follows—(i) in the eastern direction it is 
that of a monkey; (ii) in the southern direction it is that of Lord Nrisingh; (iii) in the 
western direction it is that of Lord Garud; (iv) in the northern direction it is that of 
Lord Varaaha; and (v) in the zenith it is that of Lord Hayagriva. 

The genesis of the story is linked with the battle of Lanka when the son of the 
ten-headed Ravana, known as Mahi-Ravan, had kidnapped Ram and Laxman and hid 
them underground in the nether world. He prepared them to sacrifice to the goddess 
whom he worshipped in order to please the goddess so that his father Ravana could 
win the war. When Hanuman got the wind of it, he went to the nether world and hid 
behind the idol of the goddess. The demon Mahi-Ravana offered all sorts of inedible 
things to the goddess—such as wine, excreta, meat, urine etc. He had his eyes closed 
in meditation. So Hanuman assumed this heads and ate up all the offerings. Finally, 
when the wicked demon thought that the sacrifice is finished and the goddess is happy 
with him, he was about to chop off the heads of the two brothers at the altar, 
Hanuman emerged from hiding in this ferocious form with five heads (or according to 
the previous narration with eleven unconventional heads) to kill the demon. It is 
believed that even Ram and Laxman could not recognize Hanuman in that form till 
the time they saw his monkey head with which he bowed before the Lord. 

In essence we can say that Hanuman epitomised the glory of knowledge and 
the Shakti of the Supreme Brahm rolled into one. When he appeared to save Ram and 
Laxman from the clutches of Mahi-Ravana, he represented the supreme power of 
creation. This form of Hanuman—whether it is of five heads or nine heads or eleven 
heads—implies that all the fundamental forces of Nature had joined hands to get rid 
of or negate the negative forces that had become ascendant, and to restore the balance 
in favour of the positive forces and principles of creation. 

The five faces of Hanuman stand for the following—(i) the five elements of 
creation, viz. sky, air, fire, water and earth. (ii) the five chief vital winds called 
Prans—viz. Pran, Apaan, Samaan, Vyaan and Udaan. This fits in perfectly with the 
fact that Hanuman is regarded as the son of the Wind God. 

(b) The ten or eleven faces of Hanuman—According to another version, 
Hanuman is shows as having eleven or ten faces as follows—(i) in the eastern 
direction it is that of a monkey (Hanuman in his original form); (11) in the south-east 
corner (called ‘Agneya Kona’) it is that of a Kshatriya (warrior class); (iii) in the 
southern direction it is that of Lord Nrisingh (half man and half lion incarnation of 
Vishnu); (iv) in the south-west corner (called *Nairitya Kona’) it is that of Lord 
Ganesh; (v) in the western direction it is that of Harishwar (Hari or Vishnu; or it can 
be interpreted as Hari’s Lord or Shiva in line with the term Rameshwar which is one 
of the forms of Shiva); (vi) in the north-west corner (called ‘Vaayabya Kona’) it is 
that of Lord Bhairav (one of the forms of Shiva); (vii) in the northern direction it is 
that of Varaaha; (viii) in the north-east corner (called ‘Ishan Kona’) it is that of Lord 
Rudra (one of the forms of Shiva); and (ix) in the zenith corner (above; towards the 
sky) it is that of Lord Hayagriva (Lord Sun; Vishnu with a horse’s head; one of the 
many incarnation of Vishnu). 
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In this above description only nine faces are given; two are missing. The other 
two faces are that of Lord Garud (mount of Vishnu) and Lord Shiva. In this version, 
the face on the west side is that of Garud (instead of Harishwar), and Lord Varaaha 
faces in the lower direction called nadir. The eleventh face is a combination of all the 
faces—t.e. it is the face of all-encompassing and all-incorporating Lord Isha. 

The point to note here are that all these forms are manifestations or 
representations of the five or the eleven principal *Tattwas' or the fundamental 
elements of creation. The eleven heads are symbols of the following Tattwas—the 
five elements (sky, air, fire, water and earth) + five vital winds (Pran, Apaan, Samaan, 
Vyaan and Udaan) + Chitta (mind and its sub-conscious). These eleven Tattwas form 
the basic units which combine together to form the physical body of any living being. 
It will be noted that only nine specific heads are mentioned though the total number of 
heads are eleven. Well, the significance of the number ‘nine’ vis-a-vis the nine 
Tattwas is as follows— 

‘The Pashupat Brahm Upanishad of the Atharva Veda tradition, Canto 1, 
verse no. 14 says that there are nine Tattvas which are actually subtle revelations of 
the supreme Brahm. They are the following—tThe three fundamental Gunas, i.e. the 
Sata, the Raja and the Tama, the three basic characters of the Atma known as Sat- 
Chit-Anand, i.e. Sat (truth), Chitta (consciousness) and Anand (bliss), and the three 
forms of divinity represented by the Trinity Gods, i.e. Brahma the creator, Vishnu the 
sustainer, and Rudra the concluder of creation, represent the nine Tattwas of creation.’ 

The Par Brahm Upanishad of the Atharva Veda tradition, verse no. 5 says that 
the sacred thread that is worn by Brahmins has three main strands, and each strand 
consists of three sub-strands. The total number of strands thus becomes nine (3 x 3 = 
9). These nine strands symbolically represent the nine Tattwas of creation which 
actually stand for the nine revelations of the same Brahm. The fact that the sacred 
thread has nine finer strands is endorsed in the Pashupat Brahm Upanishad, Canto 1, 
verse no. 27.’ 

It must be remembered that Hanuman is not an ordinary soul, but he is the 
most enlightened One to have come on this earth. He is regarded as the leader in the 
community of the wise and enlightened ones. There is no wonder in it because of two 
reasons—one, he is Shiva personified, and Shiva is the most enlightened amongst the 
Trinity Gods, and second, his teacher was the Sun God who is personification of the 
Supreme Brahm, and his brilliant light is a metaphor of the immensity of knowledge 
and enlightenment he has as well as the light this knowledge provides to the world. 
Without knowledge this world would be engulfed in a thick shroud of darkness of 
ignorance symbolized by the night. 

The importance of the figure five is of great metaphysical importance. It 
represents the Pancha Mahaabh. They were formed at the beginning of creation, and 
consist of earth, water or fluid, fire or energy, air or wind and sky or space elements in 
increasing degree of subtlety. They can be studied at two levels—one at the very core 
level, and the other at the more general level. 

The study of the body at the core level of the five Bhuts consisting of the five 
primary elements consisting of the sky or space, air or wind, fire or energy, water or 
fluids, and earth. Refer verse nos. 1-2, and 5-6 of Shaarirako-panishad. Briefly, the 
earth element formed the solid part of the body, the water element formed the fluid 
part, the fire element formed the warmth and heat of the body, the movement of the 
body is revelation of the air element, and the subtle space between various organs and 
tissues of the body, both at the external as well as internal levels, is the sky element. 
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The next level would the various Koshas or Sheaths that are made of a 
combination of these five elements. They are the following—Anna Maye Kosh (the 
food sheath), Pran Maye Kosh (the vital wind sheath), Manomaye Kosh (the mind 
sheath), Vigyan Maye Kosh (the intellect sheath), and Anand Maye Kosh (the bliss 
sheath). These Koshas are also like the elements or units that decide the complexities 
of the creature’s body and its position in the hierarchy of evolution. 

All the living organisms can be classified into the following five types 
depending upon the number of Koshas they have—(1) Udbhij—these are those life 
forms that are born from seeds, such as members of the plant kingdom. These have 
only one Kosha, the Anna Maye Kalaa. In other words, they depend on food and 
become food for others higher up in the evolutionary ladder. (ii) Swedaj—they are 
those which are born from dampness and sweat, such as fungi, algae, bacteria, germs, 
mosquito, lice, flies etc. They have two Koshas, viz. Anna Maye and Pran Maye. That 
is, they are formed from food, they live for food and they die as food. Besides this, 
they also exhibit signs of life, e.g. the mosquito and lice have life like any other 
member of the animal kingdom. (iii) Andaj—they are placed higher up in the 
evolutionary ladder, and are born from eggs, whether inside the mother's womb or 
outside. Such birds as pigeon, sparrow, parrot, peacock etc. come under this category. 
They have three Koshas which are Anna Maye, Pran Maye and Mano-maye. The last 
Kosh refers to the fact that such creatures have a mind and heart which enables them 
to think, albeit in a primitive level. (iv) Jaruyuj—these are the creatures that are born 
as embryo that develops inside the mother's womb. Under this class come the animals 
such as horses, cows, dogs, elephants etc. They have four Koshas, such as Anna 
Maye, Pran Maye, Mano-maye and Vigyan Maye. The last Kosh refers to their ability 
to have a higher level of thinking ability called intelligence. The human being comes 
under this last category with the added benefit of having five Koshas. Besides the four 
Koshas mentioned above in other creatures of this category, the man has the fifth one 
and it called the Anand Maye Kosh. It is only possessed by a man and not by other 
creatures in the sense that the man can realise the true meaning of the terms *bliss and 
happiness that is eternal and substantial by the virtue of his attaining higher level of 
intelligence and his ability to delve into the secrets of the concept of truth itself and 
then realising that kind of happiness and bliss that is not superficial and which is not 
limited to enjoyment of the sensual pleasures of the body and the material comforts of 
the world, but which has a holistic and all-inclusive dimension that incorporates the 
spirit or the soul.] 
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ki tumha tini deva maham kō'ū. nara narayana ki tumha do'ü. 10. 


Hanuman (“Kapi”; literally the monkey) assumed the form of a Brahmin and went 
there (down the mountain, to meet the two travellers, Lord Ram and Laxman). He 
bowed his head reverentially before the Lord! and enquired as follows—(6) 


‘Who are you two, one with a dark and the other with a fair complexion? You look 
like Kshatriyas (the warrior class; a valiant, brave and courageous race) who are 
roaming in the forest; prithee, please say what is the reason for your wandering here 
in the wilds? (7) 


The ground is hard and very harsh to walk on barefoot, while your feet are very soft 
and tender. Oh Lord (svamt)! This being the case, what is the reason for you roaming 
around (barefoot) in this wilderness that the forest is^? (8) 


Your bodies are tender, charming and handsome (like that of great princes), and here 
you are enduring such extreme hardships in the forest, facing adversities such as the 
heat of the sun and the blow of the wind! Say, what is the reason for this misfortune 
(that seems to have befallen you)? (9) 


Or else, are you a manifestation of one of the Gods of the Trinity (i.e. are you either 
of Brahma, Vishnu and Shiva); or is that you two are Nara (the Jiva; the living being) 
and Narayan (the Supreme Being; the cosmic Male) themselves who have assumed 
your forms”? Please be kind to tell me, which of these are you two. (10) 


[Note—'Hanuman was in the form of a Brahmin before whom others bow their heads, 
and it is not the other way round. So it seems out of place that Hanuman, who was in 
the attire of a Brahmin, should bow to a stranger. But in this case he was in the 
disguise of a young student, and not an adult Brahmin. Being a student and much 
younger in age to the visitors, it was his duty to show respect to the guests by bowing 
to them. 

Further, Lord Ram and Laxman were attired as hermits and were senior in age, 
while Hanuman was in the guise of a young Brahmin student. Hence, Lord Ram and 
Laxman deserved respect from the young student. 

Another reason is that as soon as Hanuman came near Lord Ram, his sixth 
sense, his intuitive feeling told him that this gentleman was no ordinary man as the 
Lord had some exceptional aura of divinity and holiness around him that deserved 
special attention and aroused spontaneous respect. This doubt in Hanuman's mind— 
whether Lord Ram was not actually the Supreme Being who had promised to come 
down one day, and for helping whom the Creator Brahma had advised the gods to 
assume the form of monkeys and bears and wait for the Lord's arrival—will soon be 
clear when he asks the Lord expressly if he was not one of the Trinity Gods; whether 
he was Nara (a human male) or Narayan (the cosmic Male; Lord Vishnu). (See 
Chaupai line no. 8 herein below. } 

In addition to the above reasons, there are two more. One is this: Hanuman 
had come to enquire about these two strangers; it was he who needed the opportunity 
to talk. So he wished to give a first good impression upon the visitors by being polite, 
and bowing before one’s guest is a welcoming gesture that immediately softens him 
up quite a bit. So the chances of a friendly conversation were brightened when 
Hanuman bowed before the travellers to show that he is a polite person, and a 


428 


conversation with him will not be unpleasant for the two brothers. Rather, the two 
brothers would like to engage with their interlocutor more for some time, giving 
Hanuman the time and space to find more about them and their intention. 

Otherwise there were chances that the two brothers would quietly walk on and 
neglect Hanuman; or would be very brief and circumvent in their reply which would 
not serve Hanuman’s purpose. 

The other is this: Hanuman was a monkey by his body, but had hidden it in 
over garments to disguise himself as a Brahmin student. It was done so quickly that he 
was very conscious of himself; he feared that these two intelligent gentlemen would 
immediately know that he was an impostor if he faced them directly and looked at 
them straight in their eyes. So he kept his head low and sight fixed on the ground 
before him out of shyness and the usual guilt that accompanies deception. He 
wondered: “what would happen if these strangers found out who I actually am?” So 
he avoided a direct and straightforward interaction with Lord Ram; and instead kept 
his head bowed and eyes low. 


“We read elsewhere in Ram Charit Manas that a similar observation was made by the 
awe-struck villagers and travellers whom Lord Ram, Laxman and Sita had met on the 
path earlier when they had left Ayodhya and were on their way to the forest. Refer: 
Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, (i) Chaupai line nos. 2 and 4 that precede 
Doha no. 121; (ii) Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 119. 


*In this analogy, since Lord Ram is dark complexioned he resembles Lord Vishnu 
very closely. Laxman, being of a fair complexion, resembles more closely either 
Brahma whose visage is yellowish as his other name is Hiranayagarbha, the ‘cosmic 
egg’, because he is the ‘creator’ of this world, or Shiva who has a ash-coloured 
complexion because he keep his body smeared with the ash of the fire sacrifice. 

As for *Nara and Narayan', they represent the male aspect of creation; they 
stand for the *Father'. At the macrocosmic level he is the universal Father known as 
Parmatma, and at the microcosmic level he is the creature's father known as the Jiva. 
Here, Lord Ram stands for the Parmatma, and his shadow-like dear brother Laxman is 
like the Jiva.] 
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Or is that for the express welfare of the world and liberate its creatures from the 
horrors of transmigration, and in the process eliminate the burden of the earth (created 
on it by those who are wicked, sinful and evil)—the Supreme Lord of the whole 
world, the Lord of the entire creation, has indeed manifested himself in the form of a 
human being? 

[Prithee my Lord; I beseech thee to be kind enough to enlighten me on this 
matter of singular importance. Is it true that the Supreme Being has decided to come 
down personally to eliminate evil and negative forces from this world, to restore the 
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balance in favour of the good, the noble and the righteous by eliminating those that 
are bad, evil and unrighteous, and to extend protection to his devotees and show them 
the right path to liberation and deliverance? Oh Lord, am I correct? I shall be highly 
grateful if you should be graceful enough to tell me something on this matter.]’ (Doha 
no. 1) 
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Lord Ram answered Hanuman, *We (i.e. myself and my brother Laxman) are sons of 
king Dasrath of the kingdom of Kaushal (which is another name for the realm of 
Ayodhya). We have come to the forest to keep our father’s words’. (1) 


Our names are Ram and Laxman respectively; and we two are brothers. We had a 
charming and pretty young lady with us; she was tender and delicate (nari sukumari 
suha'). (2) 


Here in the forest some demon has stolen Vaidehi? (Sita, my wife). Oh Brahmin 
(bipra)! We are wondering in search of her. (3) 


We have narrated to you about our story; prithee Brahmin, now please tell us about 
yourself." (4) 


[Note— This story is narrated in detail in the first half of the second Canto of Ram 
Charit Manas that is known as Ayodhya Kand; refer: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya 
Kand, from Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 2—to Chaupai line no. 2 that 
precedes Doha no. 81. 

Briefly it is this: King Dasrath, who had become old, had decided to anoint his 
eldest son, prince Ram, as the Regent of Ayodhya. The gods were alarmed as this 
would make it difficult for the Lord to carry out the main objective for which he had 
come down from heaven to earth, viz. to eliminate Ravana and his clan of cruel and 
sinful demons. Why so? Because to fulfil this mission certain conditions had to be 
complied with, and once Lord Ram ascended the throne of the great kingdom of 
Ayodhya it would be well-nigh impossible to do so. 

Hence, it was necessary to prevent his anointment and manoeuvre things in 
such a way that the Lord goes to the forest, crosses the country and reach Ravana's 
citadel at Lanka. So the gods devised a device by which Kaikeyi, the Lord's step- 
mother, became suddenly overcome with delusions that created jealousy, selfishness 
and greed for power in her mind. She had a favourite maid called Manthra with whom 
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she always shared her thoughts. The gods used her as a medium to implement their 
master-plan; this old maid prevailed upon her mistress Kaikeyi that she must get her 
own son Bharat appointed to the throne somehow. Since Kaikeyi’s wisdom and sense 
of propriety had already been clouded by delusions, she could not see the propriety or 
otherwise of this evil advice, and readily agreed. 

By-and-by, Kaikeyi forced her husband king Dasrath to send Lord Ram to 
fourteen years of exile in the forest and put her own son Bharat on the throne. The 
Lord was very happy as this is what he exactly wished to happen. Laxman and Sita 
decided to accompany the Lord for they declared that they can’t live without him. 

This is how the three—i.e. Lord Ram, his wife Sita, and his younger brother 
Laxman had come to the forest. 


*Lord Ram has significantly used the word “Vaidehi” for Sita; it is a remarkable that 
he chose to employ this epithet for Sita. On the face of it the word means ‘the 
daughter of Videha, the king of Janakpur’, which Sita indeed was. 

But there is a subtle hint in what the Lord wished to mean: he indicated that 
the lady who has been stolen by the demon ‘has no physical body’, i.e. it is merely a 
shadow or an image of the real Sita, for the word ‘Vaidehi’ literally means ‘one 
without a body’. To wit, Sita who has been kidnapped is not the real Sita who is Lord 
Ram's wife, for the Lord had cast some magical spell by which a huge smokescreen 
of delusions has been created as is usually done in theatrical performances where a 
director arranges scenes of storms and rain and lightening, or of murder and 
bloodshed on the stage which are so life-like and surreal that the audience thinks that 
the scenes which it sees unfolding before its eyes are actual events; all those who 
watch the play flow with the narrative enacted by actors on stage and become 
emotionally involved in it as if they are participating in real events. 

So was exactly the case here: no one could guess that the Sita whom Ravana 
had abducted was only a mirage, only an image, only a shadow or a ghost, and not the 
real lady known by this name. 

As we have already read earlier, Sita had been made to take shelter with the 
sacred fire by Lord Ram who entrusted her in the safe custody of the Fire God, and 
she had also been taken into confidence by the Lord who had told her all that he 
planned and the reason why he wanted to hide her. But this was a closely guarded 
secret that not even Laxman was privy to. Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, 
Chaupai line nos. 1-5 that precede Doha no. 24.] 
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Hanuman recognised his dear Lord', and consequentially he fell down at the Lord's 
feet. 
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[Lord Shiva, who has been narrating this story of Ram Charit Manas to his 
consort Parvati, said to her—] “Oh Uma! It is not possible to describe how joyous and 
exhilarated he (Hanuman) felt at that moment.” (5) 


He (Hanuman) was exceedingly thrilled in his body so much that no words came to 
his mouth as he was emotionally overwhelmed. He kept his eyes fixed on the 
magnificent sight that Lord Ram (and Laxman) presented to him. [To wit, Hanuman 
was so transfixed with joy and emotion that neither could he speak nor could he move 
his eyes away from the Lord.] (6) 


After some time, however, he recovered himself; then he patiently offered his 
obeisance to the Lord by praising him and offering prayers. He was overjoyed in his 
heart as he had recognised his dear Lord. (7) 


[Note—'How did Hanuman know that Lord Ram was the Lord for whom he had been 
waiting for so long to come? Hanuman had remembered the earlier events which had 
compelled the gods and mother earth to approach Lord Vishnu and pray to him to 
come down to save them by eliminating the scourge of the demons led by Ravana, as 
which the Lord had promised them that he will indeed come in the form of Ram and 
take a human birth in the household of king Dasrath of Ayodhya. And at that time, the 
grandfather of this creation, Brahma, had advised the gods to take the form of 
monkeys and bears and descend to earth, and wait for the arrival of the Lord; then 
they must help the Lord to successfully accomplish an enterprise that actually was 
their own demand. Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that 
precedes Doha no. 187—to Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 188. 

Now finally, that great moment has arrived. This realisation made Hanuman 
literally jump with joy and excitement. 

Another reason is this: from the very first moment Hanuman came close to 
Lord Ram, he could feel that the visitor is no ordinary man, as extraordinary spiritual 
energy and a halo of divinity radiated from the Lord and spread in all the directions 
like the brilliant rays of the splendorous sun to embrace everyone who came in 
contact with him. It was an un-forgetful, hitherto an unknown emotional reaction, and 
an extremely sublime experience that had mesmerised and captivated the mind and 
the heart of Hanuman from the very first moment of his interaction with Lord Ram. 

Some sixth sense within him, his instinct, his intuition, his sub-conscious, and 
what we may call his gut-feeling, told him that he has at last met the one for whom he 
had been waiting eagerly and emotionally for so long, the Lord who was very dear to 
him. ] 
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Having recovered his emotional bearing and mental composure, Hanuman politely 
and affectionately reproached Lord Ram in a plaintive accent, ‘Oh Lord! It is okay 
that I, being a humble creature, ask who you are, but how come even you (who are the 
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all-knowing Supreme Being) are feigning ignorance and pretending that you do not 
know me as if you were an ordinary human being. (8) 


I was under the influence of your Maya (powers to create delusions and ignorance) 
due to which I had become forgetful and ignorant, and it is for this reason I could not 
recognise you immediately, and had erred to ask you who you were’. (9) 


[Note—'Had Hanuman been free from the Lord’s overpowering Maya that leaves no 
one un-influenced by it, he would have instantly known who the Lord actually was, 
instead of asking him about it as done in Chaupai line nos. 7-10 that precede Doha no. 
1 herein above. 

But by the grace of the Lord, this Maya soon withdrew and Hanuman’s natural 
sense of wisdom and intelligence could see the truth; it just like the case of the moon 
and the sun during eclipse, for soon they emerge from the shadow of the eclipse that 
hides their shine for some time, and regain their original brilliance. ] 
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In the first place I am of a low intellect, am overcome with delusions, have a wicked 
heart, and am ignorant (as a Jiva usually is). 

And oh Lord, you are a friend of those who are humble, lowly and fallen; you 
are their benefactor, and so I am astonished that even you had forgotten me. Why so 
my Lord; how come you could not recognise (me who is) your eternal servant and 
devotee?” (Doha no. 2) 


[Note— This is a conversation between a devotee of the Lord and the dearest object 
of his devotion and worship—in this case Hanuman and Lord Ram respectively. 

Let us take an example to understand this scene better. It is like a conversation 
between two fast friends who had separated a long time ago, only to meet once again 
almost unexpectedly some time later on in life. A lot of change had happened to both 
of them—they grew older, their physical appearances changed over time, and the 
rough and tumble of life had made them so different now from the time when they 
first separated that neither of them could recognise the other though they had played, 
eaten and lived together for countless years long ago. But some intuitive feeling, some 
inner-voice tells them that there exists some secret bond between them which has 
been so much covered with the dust of time that it needs a bit of dusting and cleaning 
to see the reality behind the external crust. So when they meet after a long passage of 
time, they would exchange pleasantries and wish to learn about each other. Some 
undercurrent of emotion, some tone of the voice and style of speaking and idioms, 
some well-known gestures and bodily movements with which they were so familiar 
with since their youth, suddenly come to their memories. They suddenly recognise 
each other—and what follows is a natural guess for everyone: They would clasp each 
other in a tight embrace, weep and shake each other in sheer joy of excitement. Nay, 
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not only this, they would accuse each other affectionately and lovingly why the one 
had forgotten and neglected the other for so many years. Then they would sit down to 
reminisce about their past and revel in it for a long time, laughing and joking and 
patting each other, using choicest epithets and nicknames they used for each other 
long ago, before coming back to the harsh realities of the present and sobering up. 

Something of this sort played out between Hanuman and Lord Ram! It took 
some time for Hanuman to recognise Lord Ram, and once he came to know who the 
Lord was, he spoke to him affectionately and lovingly like a devotee would speak to 
his Lord. There was no element of formality or fear; Hanuman politely and 
affectionately admonished or chided his beloved Lord Ram as to why he took so long 
to reveal his true identity before Hanuman; why did he try to play hide-and-seek with 
him. 

Remember: this conversation is drenched in the emotion of affection and love 
that a devotee has for his beloved Lord, and this bond is so strong and informal that 
playful chiding and affectionate teasing of each other is not out of the normal. 

Hanuman loved Lord Ram so much that he did not hesitate in the expression 
of his emotional outburst when he told the Lord that the fault of not recognising each 
other was of the Lord’s as he is all-knowing, while Hanuman was simply a creature 
who is bound by Maya, and therefore it is okay if he could not know the truth about 
the Lord initially. 

In the next set of verses Hanuman clarifies his position. ] 
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natha jiva tava mayam moha. so nistara'i tamharehirm choha. 2. 

ta para maim raghubira doha’. jana'um nahim kachu bhajana upa’. 3. 
sevaka suta pati matu bharosém. raha'i asoca bana'i prabhu poser. 4. 


[Hanuman continued—] ‘Oh Lord, though it may be true that I have many faults and 
shortcomings, may be my mind is fickle and my memory weak, but let the Lord not 
cast me into neglect and forget about me due to my limitations (as a Jiva, a living 
being)’. 

['To wit, it may be that I am not sufficiently competent to be called your 
servant or devotee for so many faults of mine, but you are renowned for your mercy, 
compassion and grace, you are very benevolent, magnanimous and beneficent, and 
you are a benefactor of those who are lowly and unfortunate. So therefore it is 
expected of you that you do not turn your back to me, and accept me as I am. I am 
sure you have not forgotten me inspite of my stupidity that I could not recognise you 
instantly, as soon as I saw you; but that is acceptable because I am an ordinary 
creature with so many limitations and shortcomings, but oh Lord I am surprised that 
even you could not recognise me; or was it that you were playing some sort of 
friendly trick with me and trying to tease me so that I would cry out and jump with 
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joy as soon as I discovered who you actually are, and the stunned expression of 
extreme happiness and exhilaration that would overcome my whole being on this 
discovery would give you intense pleasure. Come, come my dear Lord; you see—you 
couldn’t trick me, could you?] (1) 


Oh Lord! The Jiva (a living being) is invariably under the influence of your Maya 
(delusions that overcome all mortal creatures which make them forget their true 
identity, i.e. their ‘self’ which is pure consciousness). This Maya can only be got rid 
of by your grace and kindness upon that Jiva’. 

[I am a Jiva, so it is natural that I was deluded and could not recognise you 
immediately. But you are not a Jiva; you are the Supreme Being who is free from 
Maya. So why did you not recognise me immediately; why did you ask me who I 
was? It would have been proper if you had smile at me and teased me by saying, 
“Hello Hanuman; why are disguising yourself as a Brahmin student; do you think I 
have not recognised you? You look funny in this attire; shed it aside and resume your 
original form.” Oh Lord, how happy and joyous would I have felt if you had said 
something to this effect, instead of asking me who I am.] (2) 


Oh Lord Raghubir, I say truly on oath that I do not know how to either worship you or 
have devotion for you, and neither do I know of any means to achieve success in this 
direction. Yet I am certain that the Lord would take care of me and hence I am free 
from worries and fear, because I am aware of the universal principle that a servant 
rests easy and is in peace by relying on the strength of his master, and so does a son 
who relies on his mother’. 

[^A master is responsible for the welfare, happiness, safety and security of his 
servant who is totally dependent upon him, and so is a mother in respect to an infant 
son. The servant and the son both sleep in peace as they know that their master and 
mother respectively would take care of them in every way. So likewise Hanuman says 
that he is free from all worries and fears as he knows, and is certain too, that his Lord 
Ram is alert about his responsibilities towards him, and would care for the well-being 
and welfare of Hanuman who is totally dependent upon the Lord no matter what 
happens.] (3-4) 
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Saying so (as in Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 2—to Chaupai line no. 4 
that precedes Doha no. 3 herein above), he (i.e. Hanuman) was so stirred up with 
overwhelming emotions and so intensely overcome with affection for Lord Ram 
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surging in his heart like a tidal wave that he fell down at the Lord’s feet immediately, 
and then revealed his true form (as now there was no reason to hide his identity)". (5) 


Then Lord Raghupati (Sri Ram) lifted Hanuman and clasped the latter to his bosom; 
the Lord shed tears (of affection and joy at having found his dearest devotee and 
companion) so as to drench Hanuman with them and sooth his emotional agitation’. 


(6) 


Lord Ram told Hanuman, ‘Listen Kapi (literally meaning a monkey; it was the 
original form of Hanuman)! Don’t feel so lowly and distressed; don’t feel depressed 
in your heart". Verily indeed I tell you that you are twice as dear to me as is Laxman. 


(7) 


Although everyone says that I treat all alike and with equanimity, for I don’t 
distinguish between individuals, yet it is also universally true that I love my devotees 
dearly, such devotees who are eternally devoted to me and have unflinching faith and 
affection for me. This principle of equanimity and non-distinction applies to all 
others’. (8) 


[Note—'As soon as Hanuman realised that the two visiting travellers were no 
strangers to him, but were the ones for whom he had been waiting all these years, he 
was excessively overjoyed. First he politely and lovingly admonished his dear and 
beloved Lord for playing hide-and-seek with him by pretending as if he did not know 
him or recognise who he was, and then when the truth dawned upon him then he was 
overwhelmed with surging emotions of affection and endearment like when it 
happens if two old friends who were close to each other since their childhood, and 
who had been out of touch for a long time due to circumstances but nevertheless 
longed that one day they will meet again and embrace each other, actually realise their 
dream all of a sudden when they stand face-to-face with each other. 

One can well imagine how they will feel and react. The two would clasp each 
other affectionately, shed tears of joy, ask why one forgot the other, strike an instant 
bond, and make a promise never to separate again. This in essence is what transpired 
when Hanuman met Lord Ram. And surely enough, the two never ever separated 
from each other as long as Lord Ram lived in this world; out of all his companions 
and acquaintances and friends, no one was dearer to the Lord than Hanuman, and 
Hanuman served Lord Ram with unwavering devotion, faith and affection that had no 
parallel. 


*When Lord Ram perceived that Hanuman’s words and actions showed how much the 
latter loved his Lord and was moved by meeting him—the way Hanuman had fell at 
the Lord’s feet in supplication, the way he had tried to stifle his sobs, the trembling of 
his voice as he spoke, the thrill that had spread over his body, and the apparent words 
of reproof which he had used for the Lord were actually a veiled attempt on his part to 
hide his affectionate emotions that had overwhelmed him—Lord Ram was intensely 
touched; he bent down to lift Hanuman and clasp the latter to his bosom. Tears of 
reciprocal joy filled Lord Ram’s eyes and ran down his cheeks to flow over Hanuman, 
and the Lord was as overcome with emotions as Hanuman had been. It appeared that 
two long-lost fast friends have at last found each other by a stroke of good fortune. 
The Lord could not control his emotions as he lifted Hanuman, embraced him 
affectionately, and then wept with joy. 
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We see here that both Hanuman and Lord Ram have become emotional when 

they meet each other. So when Hanuman observed that Lord Ram was weeping so 
much that tears rolled down his eyes and over Hanuman’s body, he was thrilled with 
joy because he understood that the Lord whom he loves so much has reciprocated his 
feelings in full measure. Spontaneous tears don’t come easily; these tears of 
overwhelming happiness weren’t artificial. So Hanuman calmed down and soon 
regained his composure. 
A similar scene is witnessed later on when Hanuman brings the good news that Sita 
has been found. At that time also he falls at the feet of Lord Ram who lovingly 
embraces him, and even goes to the extent of saying that he would ever remain 
indebted to Hanuman. Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Doha no. 32—to 
Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 33. 


?Lord Ram alludes to Hanuman’s statements earlier that showed he was very 
depressed and felt lowly about himself so much so that he had supposed that because 
of his shortcomings the Lord may not have recognised him, and may not pay much 
attention to him even after knowing who Hanuman was. Refer: Chaupai line no. 9 that 
precedes Doha no. 2—to Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 3 herein above. 

So here Lord Ram clarifies that this is not the case at all, for he loves 
Hanuman more than he loves his own brother Laxman. 

Remember: Laxman was standing by Lord Ram’s side, and was it possible 
that this affirmation by the Lord that he loves someone else, in this case Hanuman 
who, by the way, was met for the first time in life and was virtually a stranger for the 
two brothers a few moments ago, more than Laxman would in any way offend the 
latter or make him sad? No; not at all. The brotherly relationship of love and affection 
between Laxman and Lord Ram was deep and unshakable, not so shallow and weak 
that such statements, which may have been made by the Lord because he thought it 
exigent due to circumstantial expediency, would in the slightest manner affect it. 

Lord Ram had to show Hanuman that the latter was very dear to him and he 
should not feel depressed that the Lord had forgotten or neglected him. It was 
necessary for Lord Ram to do this even if it was merely from a political angle and a 
strategy that was needed by him to achieve success in his mission to retrieve Sita and 
eliminate Ravana and his cruel demons, for Hanuman’s assistance and cooperation 
was very crucial for this objective. 

Hanuman was the first acquaintance of Lord Ram in an alien land, and if he 
could be taken into confidence then other things would become easier. So the Lord 
did not wish to lose this golden opportunity, and hence he went out of his way to 
show Hanuman how dear was he to the Lord so as to strike an immediate rapport with 
him. And this strategy stood in good stead of the Lord, for now we shall read how 
Hanuman became instrumental in making Sugriv a friend of the Lord, a very 
important development as this would pave the way for the Lord in being able to trace 
Sita, and then get the help of an immense army of monkey and bear warriors to 
successfully complete his mission of not only retrieving her but also of eliminating 
the scourge of the demons. It is obvious that this monumental task would not have 
been possible without help. 


“Lord Ram says that since he is the Supreme Lord of this world, he treats all 
individuals alike. To wit, the Lord says that he is an impartial and a neutral judge; he 
extends his mercy and grace equally upon all like the sun that gives its sunlight to all 
the creatures evenly. But there is an exception to this general rule—and it is that the 
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Lord has a soft corner in his heart for his devotees for whom there is no one in this 
world except the Lord, who are totally and eternally dependent upon the Lord, and 
who love the Lord exclusively. The Lord says that he is duty bound to extend a 
special consideration for such individuals. ] 


ao. A strat ae amu ala a ets SAAT | 
À Aa Garant Ba tanh aaa 3 N 
doha. 


so anan'ya jakém asi mati na tara'i hanumanta. 
maim sevaka sacaracara rupa svami bhagavanta. 3. 


Oh Hanuman! An individual is deemed to be my eternal devotee and loved by me if 
his mind is firm and steady in its conviction that he is an eternal servant and devotee 
of the Lord of the whole world, and this whole creation consisting of animate and 
inanimate things is nothing but the Lord's own image." (Doha no. 3) 


[Note— If the individual is enlightened enough to understand the grand philosophy 
enshrined in this Doha, that this entire creation is an image of his beloved Lord, then 
he would serve and love all other creatures equally and with great sincerity, as love 
and service done to them would be loving and serving his own dear Lord. 

This is the universal message of love and service to one and all that Lord Ram 
advises here.] 
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When the Son of the Wind-God (i.e. Hanuman; *pavanasuta") observed that the 
Lord was favourable to him and understood him without reservations, he felt 
overjoyed in his heart; all the agonies and misgivings of his heart disappeared. (1) 


He told Lord Ram, *Oh Lord; the lord of the monkeys (kapipati) lives on the summit 
of this mountain (Rishyamook). His name is Sugriv, and he is your servant (1.e. he 
will obey you and do as you wish)’. (2) 


Oh Lord! Make a friendship with him (Sugriv), and considering him to be humble, 
afflicted and disenfranchised please be gracious to grant him freedom from fear. [To 
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wit, show your grace upon him by making him fearless from the things that are 
worrying him.]° (3) 


He (Sugriv) will help you in the search for Sita by sending hundreds and thousands of 
monkeys (and bears) in all the directions for this purpose.” (4) 


[Note—'Sugriv had been ousted from the kingdom by his elder brother Baali (also 
pronounced as Vaali). Presently Baali was the ‘king of the monkey kingdom of 
Kishkindha’. So why did Hanuman address Sugriv as ‘the lord of the monkeys’? 

The answer is this: For those who were loyal to Sugriv and had decided to 
accompany him to exile on Mt. Rishyamook, he was their de-facto king and lord. 
Among this small group of faithful companions of Sugriv was Hanuman; others 
included Nal, Neel etc., as well as Jamvant, the lord of the bear community. For them 
Sugriv was the true King of Kishindha, or at least the next in line to the throne after 
Baali, his elder brother, and that he had been unjustly deprived of his rights and exiled 
by his elder brother. This unfair treatment meted out to Sugriv pained all the righteous 
ministers, some of whom decided to leave with him. 

Besides this, Sugriv had already been appointed to the throne by all the 
ministers and courtiers of the kingdom before Baali threw him out. Sugriv however 
was not willing to accept the crown in the absence of his elder brother, but the 
ministers thought that it would not be right and wise to keep the throne vacant for any 
length of time; so they appointed Sugriv as the regent against his will. When Baali 
returned home after slaying the demon Mayavi, the son of the demon Maya, and 
found Sugriv on the throne, he thought that his younger brother has usurped his 
crown, though this was not the case. This infuriated Baali, and he beat Sugriv severely 
and threw him out. This story is narrated by Sugriv himself to Lord Ram in Ram 
Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-13 that precede Doha no. 6. 

Another question arises: Lord Ram has yet not met Sugriv, so how come 
Hanuman say that 'Sugriv is your servant and will follow your instructions’? The 
answer to this is: These monkeys and bears were actually different gods in their forms 
waiting for Lord Ram’s arrival as prophesised by Brahma, the creator, earlier. Refer: 
Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 9 that precedes Doha no. 187—to 
Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 188. 

So as soon as Hanuman recognised that Lord Ram was indeed the Lord for 
whom they had been waiting for so long, there was no question that others would also 
surrender themselves before the Lord like he had done. 

The full story of Baali and Sugriv is narrated in detail in (1) sage Veda Vyas’ 
Adhyatma Ramayan, Uttarkand, Canto 3; (ii) Anand Ramayan, Saar Kand (Chapter), 
Sarga (Canto) 13, verse no. 140-152; and (iii) Ram Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, 
Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 1—to Doha no. 11. 

It ought to be noted here that Sugriv was the son of the Sun-God like 
Hanuman who was the son of the Wind-God. 


*First, Hanuman calls Sugriv ‘the lord of the monkeys’, and so it is proper to say now 
that Lord Ram make friends with him—because two great kings should strike a 
friendly note when they meet each other for the first time. 

Then Hanuman says ‘show your grace upon him by making him fearless from 
the things that are worrying him’. Hanuman guessed that Lord Ram would wonder 
why a king of the monkey race would live in seclusion on a remote mountain instead 
of in the capital; so surely there must be something amiss, for this situation would 
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make it obvious to the Lord that Sugriv must be suffering from some misfortune. 
Hence, Hanuman pleads with the Lord to help Sugriv overcome his predicaments. 


?There is another reason for Hanuman going outright to ask Lord Ram to help remove 
the fears of Sugriv. He wished to serve the Lord's case—i.e. searching Sita and 
freeing her from her captives—in the best possible way he could, but to make this 
happen it was important to take the support of his own king, Sugriv. So if Lord Ram 
helps Sugriv regain his honour and get rid of his fear first then it would be easy for 
Hanuman to prevail upon Sugriv to do the Lord's work as his own work has been 
done, and then Sugriv would never be in a position to refuse. 

So in order to ensure that the Lord did not hesitate in coming with him to the 
summit of the mountain to befriend Sugriv and help him overcome the grave fear that 
his been dogging him for long, Hanuman played his wise card by saying that if the 
Lord agrees to his proposal then he would see to it that Sugriv helps in the search for 
Sita. 

Come to think of it: Lord Ram was in great need of an ally in an alien land, so 
when this suggestion came from Hanuman the Lord saw a golden opportunity, and 
was therefore very willing to cooperate. 

In this intelligent way Hanuman served both Sugriv and Lord Ram in equal 
measure, and as a result of his wise mediation of his he became a favourite with both 
of them for eternity. This is also a primary reason why Lord Ram chose to give his 
signet ring for the purpose of identification to Hanuman when the group to which he 
belonged was about to go in the search for Sita. Refer: Ram Charit Manas, 
Kishkindha Kand, Chaupai line nos. 9-11 that precedes Doha no. 23.] 


Ue Aafa uaa a ages (femp gait srt dfe weg Uu UI 
We Uta TH he SAT DONE SIR SIT HAT CRIT N & UI 
"rex fers TS Us WISH 1 Hes BIST Blea TAATA Ul 9 UI 
nf at oe fare ufe tet | Hale fafa at aa u tdi i c n 


ehi bidhi sakala katha samujha’. li'e du'au jana pithi carha’l. 5. 

jaba sugrivam rama kahunř dékha. atisaya janma dhan'ya kari lekha. 6. 
sadara mile'u na'i pada matha. bhente'u anuja sahita raghunatha. 7. 
kapi kara mana bicara ehi riti. karihahim bidhi mo sana é priti. 8. 


In this way, after explaining all the aspects of the story! to the Lord, he (Hanuman) 
lifted the two of them (Lord Ram and his brother Laxman) on his back (i.e. on his 
shoulders, one brother on the left and the other on the right, to take them over the 
steep mountain to the summit where Sugriv was waiting). (5) 


When Sugriv saw Lord Ram he considered that his life was very fortunate. (6) 


He met and welcomed the two brothers by bowing his head respectfully at the feet of 
Lord Raghunath and his younger brother (Laxman. (7) 


He wondered in his mind, ‘Oh Creator (bidhi)! Will they be my friends; it is possible 
that we can become friends’?* 
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[*This verse can also be read as follows: “He wondered by which means it 
may become possible to be friends with these two gentlemen”.]° (8) 


[Note—'What story was explained by Hanuman to Lord Ram? It was the story of why 
and how Sugriv fell into the present miserable state, how he can be of help to the 
Lord, how the exiled monkeys had seen Sita crying loudly as she was being taken 
away by her abductor, and so on and so forth. This was done to remove any 
misgivings that the Lord may have had initially about his new acquaintances, and 
doubts that he might have had to agree to accompany Hanuman to the top of a steep 
mountain. 


*Sugriv had immense faith in Hanuman, and trusted his wisdom and intelligence. That 
is why he had sent Hanuman to find out about the strangers in the first place. So when 
he observed from the summit that Hanuman had fallen at the feet of Lord Ram, the 
two embraced each other and had a cordial conversation for some time, and now 
Hanuman was bringing them to his hideout on the summit of the mountain, Sugriv 
was very sure that certainly it was for his good that Hanuman is doing it. He was sure 
that these two gentlemen who not only looked glorious, noble and royal but also had a 
divine halo and an unmistakable aura of charm about them, Sugriv concluded that 
these two guests were no ordinary men but some specially empowered honourable 
persons who deserve respect and welcome. 

He had nothing to fear from them as was clear from the friendly expression on 
the faces of both Lord Ram and Laxman. Besides this, Hanuman had signalled to 
Sugriv in the manner decided between them before-hand (refer: Chauapi line no. 4 
that precedes Doha no. 1) that these two gentlemen would be of great help to the him 
(Sugriv), and there is nothing to fear from them at all. 

Sugriv trusted Hanuman so much that when the latter told him that he has 
brought the two brothers up the mountain with a promise that Sugriv would welcome 
them as a friend, and that Sugriv must not hesitate to meet the two guests immediately 
and make friends with them, Sugriv did not think twice or in any way doubt the 
correctness of Hanuman’s decision, because he knew that Hanuman was not only 
exceptionally wise and intelligent but also very faithful and loyal to him. Sugriv was 
confident that the Creator may turn against him, but Hanuman would never betray 
him ever, no matter what happens. 

Hanuman explained to Sugriv the strategic importance to have the two warrior 
brothers, Lord Ram and Laxman, as his allies as their friendship would deter his arch 
enemy, Baali, from tormenting him further. The race to which the two brothers 
belonged was far superior in intelligence, strength and abilities compared to the race 
to which Sugriv and his brother Baali belonged. Hence, as soon as Baali discovers 
that Sugriv has forged an alliance with superior warriors he would stop bothering him 
any further, and so the constant fear of attack and harm by Baali in which Sugriv 
passes his days would be a thing of the past. 

This logic of Hanuman was sound enough to convince Sugriv who saw merit 
in it. So he readily agreed to make friendship with Lord Ram. 


`The word “bidhi” has two meanings: viz. ‘the Creator’, and ‘a mean to achieve 
success in anything undertake’. So both these interpretations could apply to this 
verse. | 
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taba hanumanta ubhaya disi ki saba katha suna'i. 
pavaka sakhi de'i kari jori priti drrha'i. 4. 


Then Hanuman narrated the whole story of the two sides to each other’. [To wit, 
Hanuman told Sugriv why Lord Ram was wondering in the forest, and then he told 
Lord Ram, or rather repeated what he had already told the Lord at the foot of the 
mountain, about Sugriv and the reason of his living on that mountain.] 

After that, he lit a fire and made it a witness of the bond of friendship between 
the two of them—i.e. between Lord Ram and Sugriv’. (Doha no. 4) 


[Note— Both Sugriv and Lord Ram were suffering in one way or the other. Sugriv’s 
right to the throne had been snatched by his elder brother Baali who threw him into 
exile and also kept his wife; Lord Ram had been exiled and his wife had been stolen 
by some rascal. They were literally on the same boat, on the same page. So they could 
easily empathise with and understand the agony of each other. Hanuman was so wise 
that he played the soft corner eruditely so as to ensure that both would cooperate with 
each other as both would be the gainer. 


?The ‘fire’ is the most sacred and an inviolable witness; other witnesses could betray 
but the fire would never. And besides this, there were no chances of any of the sides 
rescinding on his promise made to the other with the fire god as a witness for the fear 
of inviting this god’s wrath, and ‘fire’ is not something to fool around with. 

So when a treaty is made with the ‘fire’ as a witness then it becomes 
inviolable and sacrosanct. 

Hanuman wished to play it safe; it may be that sometime in the unknown 
future there can be situations when either of the two signatories of the treaty would try 
to force him to become biased against the other, and there may be existential 
expediencies when he too might become doubtful as to what is the correct thing to do. 
But with the ‘fire’ as the witness there was no scope of going back; the bond was 
sealed and delivered in a final manner. 

And remember: Hanuman was also a witness by default, for he had too 
witnessed the declaration of this friendship between Lord Ram and Sugriv just like 
the sacred fire. So in case Sugriv, being a Jiva, a living being, an ordinary creature, 
who often times forgets his side of the bargain once his selfish needs are met, tries to 
play truant and shows lack of interest in serving Lord Ram, Hanuman would 
immediately intervene and remind Sugriv of the oath taken by the side of the sacred 
fire. And this did happen later on—when, after regaining his honour and throne by the 
intervention of Lord Ram on his behalf, Sugriv became indulgent in the pleasures that 
come with kinghood, and all but forgot about his promise to Lord Ram to send teams 
all around to find Sita. At that time it was Hanuman who reminded him of his vows, 
and persuaded him to do what is needed without delay. This incident is narrated in 
Ram Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-7 that precede Doha no. 
19.] 
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caupat. 


kinhi priti kachu bica na rakha. lachimana rama carita saba bhasa. 1. 
kaha sugriva nayana bhari bari. milihi natha mithilesakumari. 2. 
mantrinha sahita iham' ēka bara. baitha rahe'um' mairn karata bicara. 3. 
gagana pantha dekhi maim jata. parabasa pari bahuta bilapata. 4. 
rama rama ha rama pukari. hamahi dekhi dinhe'u pata dari. 5. 


An unconditional bond of friendship was made between Lord Ram and Sugriv; both 
were treated as equal in this understanding/. 

Meanwhile, Laxman narrated the whole story of Lord Ram to all those 
present’. (1) 


When Sugriv heard the story (and the misery that the Lord was subjected to due to his 
wife Sita's abduction), his felt very sorry. With tears filling his eyes? he said, ‘Oh 
Lord (don’t worry); the daughter of king of Mithila (“mithilésakumar?’”; i.e. Sita) 
would indeed be found. (2) 


I was sitting here once with my ministers, discussing some matter. (3) 


At that time I saw her being taken by the path of the sky; she was under the captivity 
of a kidnapper, and she was crying, lamenting and wailing very sorely. (4) 


When she saw us, she cried aloud *Ram, Ram, Ram" in a very pitiful and distressed 
manner; then she dropped some pieces of her garments down from the sky*. [We have 
carefully preserved them as we realised that some lady was being abducted by a 
rascal, and may be her husband would come this way looking for her some day. Then 
we would give these pieces to him to convince him that we had indeed seen his wife 
being taken away by force. And if the need arises and it is within our abilities and the 
gentleman asks for our help, we would do our best.]’ (5) 


[Note— The lesson which we learn here is that when a friendship is made there 
should be no strings attached to it, and all the friends should be treated equally; this 
makes the friendship last. Otherwise it would fall apart sooner or later. 


^What was the need for Laxman to narrate the story of Lord Ram when Hanuman had 
already done so in Doha no. 4 herein above? Well, it is sure that Hanuman had limited 
his version to what Lord Ram had told him earlier when they met for the first time 
(Chaupai line nos. 1-4 that precede Doha no. 2 herein above); for Hanuman could not 
have known more than that from the mortal and worldly point of view though he had 
recognised the Lord at the subtler level of the Holy Spirit. 

So Laxman deemed it necessary to add some more details besides the episode 
of Sita's abduction by some fiend. During this narration he must have told Sugriv how 
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Lord Ram had slayed the different demons before coming here. It was to impress 
upon Sugriv and the rest of his companions that Lord Ram was not an ordinary person 
whose wife has been stolen and who helplessly wanders here and there searching for 
her; so they ought to beware, show due respect to the Lord, and not take the Lord 
lightly inspite of the bond of friendship that makes Lord Ram equal to Sugriv, and the 
Lord’s nature of being obliging and polite, for god forbid that someone offends the 
Lord for then there would be no one to protect the offender. 


?Tears welled up in Sugriv’s eyes; this indicates that he was very moved by the 
sorrowful condition of Lord Ram. This is how a good friend should be—he treats his 
friend’s sorrows and misfortunes as his own, and does whatever he can to help his 
friend even if it could mean harm to his own personal interests. This fact would be 
reiterated later on by Lord Ram when Sugriv narrates his own tale of woes concerning 
how his elder brother Baali had thrown him out of the kingdom and taken his wife. 
Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, Chaupai line no. 1-10 that precede Doha 
no. 7. 


“Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line no. 25 that precedes Doha no. 
29. 

Sita called out Lord Ram’s name so that the monkeys, who were sitting on the 
summit of the mountain, would know whose wife she was, so that when the Lord 
arrives and discloses his name they would immediately know that he is the husband of 
the lady who was forcibly taken away. ] 


ANT TH qui dfé Char |e St os Ara SH HST I S I 
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maga rama turata tehim dinha. pata ura la'i soca ati kinha. 6. 
kaha sugriva sunahu raghubira. tajahu soca mana anahu dhira. 7. 
saba prakara kariha'um sevaka". jehi bidhi milihi janaki a’. 8. 


Lord Ram asked for that piece of cloth, and Sugriv gave it to him immediately. The 
Lord held the cloth close to his heart even as he felt very sorrowful and sad. (6) 


Observing the Lord's sadness and a sense of depression, Sugriv reassured him, 
saying, ‘Listen oh Lord Raghubir. Set aside your worries, and have courage and 
fortitude. (7) 


I will serve you in all possible ways and employ all the means at my disposal’ so that 
Janki (“janak?’; the daughter of king Janak; Sita) can come and meet you’.’ (8) 


[Note—'A true friend is one who would employ all his resources and go out of his 
way to help his friend in times of need. Lord Ram has too affirmed this noble quality 
of a friend in Ram Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, Chaupai line no. 1-10 that 
precede Doha no. 7 as we have already noted. 
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*Sugriv told Lord Ram that he need not worry on any count; he would not need to go 
anywhere or wander in the forest searching for Sita. The Lord can sit comfortably 
right here in Kishkindha, and Sugriv will do the rest for him—he would send 
messengers in all the directions to find out where Sita was. That is what he means by 
saying that he would do everything possible by which Sita would come here. 


Section 6.1.5 Lord Ram spends the rainy season on Mt. Pravarsan, and at 
the end of this season reconnoitring teams of spies and scouts are sent in 
all directions to find the whereabouts of Sita: 


Lord Ram restored the honour of Sugriv by being instrumental in the latter regaining 
his right to the throne of Kishkindha. After making Sugriv the king, Lord Ram 
decided to spend some time on a nearby mountain called Prabarshan. It was because 
the summer season had ended and the rains had arrived, and during the rainy season it 
was not advisable to start the search for Sita in the wilds. 

When the four months of the rainy season ended and autumn approached and 
winter was not far off, Lord Ram summoned Sugriv and asked him to keep his 
promise by launching a search for Sita. Monkeys and bears from everywhere in the 
kingdom were called to the capital on the orders of their king Sugriv; groups were 
formed and ordered to go in all the directions and look for Sita. 

One such group consisted of chiefs of the monkeys and bears, viz. Hanuman 
himself, Angad who was the prince of the kingdom and a nephew of Sugriv, Jamvant 
who was the chief of the bears, Nal and Neel who were the architects of the kingdom, 
and others. They headed to the south on the advice of Sugriv as this group had 
watched the chariot taking away Sita through the path of the sky in that direction. 

This group reached the shore of the southern ocean, and then the roaring and 
heaving ocean stopped their progress like an insurmountable and formidable barrier. 
Here they met Sampati, a brother of Jatau, the vulture whom Lord Ram had met 
earlier, and he advised this group that Sita was held captive in Lanka as he could soar 
high in the sky and see her sitting remorsefully under a tree in the garden of the 
demon king Ravana. So therefore anyone who could surmount the mighty barrier of 
the ocean, and was strong enough to take on the demons of Lanka head on right inside 
their impregnable fort, would be able to meet Sita. 

At this point it was decided that Hanuman would fit the bill perfectly as he had 
the qualities needed to successfully accomplish this formidable task. And so he got 
the privilege of being the one who would cross the ocean and go to meet Sita. Once 
there, Hanuman would reassure her that redemption was soon to come if she 
displayed a little more of patience, courage and resilience. 


These episodes are narrated in Ram Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, (i) Doha no. 12 
along with Chaupai line nos. 7-10 that precede it; (ii) from Chaupai line nos. 1-4 that 
precede Doha no. 18; and (iii) from Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 19—to 
Doha no. 23 as follows:- 
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kaha prabhu sunu sugriva harisa. pura na ja'um dasa cari barisa. 7. 

gata grisama barasa ritu a'i. rahiha'um nikata saila para cha’. 8. 

angada sahita karahu tumha rajü. santata hrdayam dharéhu mama kajü. 9. 
jaba sugriva bhavana phiri a'e. ramu prabarasana giri para cha'e. 10. 


The Lord (Sri Ram) said, ‘Listen Sugriv, the lord of the monkeys (sugriva harisa). I 
will not enter a city (or town) for ten and four years (dasa cari barisa)'. (7) 


The summer months had passed, and the rainy season has arrived. So for the time 
being, I will stay on the nearby hill (named Pravarshan)”. (8) 


You and Angad (Sugriv’s nephew and son of his elder brother Baali) jointly rule over 
the kingdom?, but during the period you must always remember my work (of 
searching Sita).’ (9) 


When Sugriv returned home, Lord Ram took his abode on Mt. Pravarshan" nearby. 


(10) 


[Note—'This is because Lord Ram was exceptionally diligent in keeping his words. 
He was sent to the forest by his step-mother Kaikeyi who had prevailed upon the 
Lord's father king Dasrath to send the Lord for fourteen years in the forest attired as a 
hermit, and live there a secluded life of renunciation that is suitable for a hermit. As 
such it would not be proper for the Lord to enter a city or a town. Refer: Ram Charit 
Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes Doha no. 29. 

It is to be noted that Lord Ram addresses Sugriv with the words “lord of 
monkeys", which means a king of monkeys. It was to show him due honour like one 
great king would show another. Lord Ram was attired as a hermit and not as a king, 
and so it would not seem good and proper to address Sugriv as a ‘friend’ when all his 
ministers and chiefs were in attendance; it would undermine his royal position and 
dignity in the eyes of his subjects. 

Besides this political prudence there was another subtle reason of Lord Ram 
calling Sugriv ‘a lord or king of the monkeys’. He wanted to tell Sugriv to remember 
the promise he had made to the Lord that he would go all out to search for Sita— 
because a right honourable king is known by his words, for a king's word is his 
honour. He is a ‘lord’ of the monkeys, so if he gives orders no one would refuse. Then 
again, Sugriv can't take the excuse that he has no manpower—for he had the 
resources of the monkey kingdom at his command. Refer verse no. 9 herein below. 

The Lord's apprehension that Sugriv would forget his work once he gets the 
throne and his wife back is clearly articulated by him in Ram Charit Manas, 
Kishkindha Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-4 that precede Doha no. 18 which we shall read 
shortly below. 


^It would be very difficult to launch a search for Sita during the rainy season; so the 
Lord decided to give a break. It was also intended to help Sugriv get some time to get 
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his bearings in order and to consolidate his position in the kingdom in the aftermath of 
the duel in which his elder brother Baali was killed. Some period of time was needed 
to stabilise things and restore order; since the rainy season lasts for roughly three to 
four months there was ample time for Sugriv. 


*Lord Ram had virtually limited Sugriv's powers by telling him to rule the kingdom 
alongside his nephew Angad. The Lord had feared that there were high chances that 
Sugriv would get rid of Angad as he would think the latter posed a danger to him 
because he was the son of his arch-enemy Baali who had been killed so that Sugriv 
could ascend the throne. The Lord did not want this to happen; Angad was a boy, and 
he can never be held responsible for the ill deeds of his father Baali. 

The Lord wished to ensure that Angad got his due respect in the kingdom, and 
is not barred from his rights and privileges. Sugriv had no choice but to obey the 
Lord's orders to rule the kingdom jointly with Angad, because it was the Lord who 
had been instrumental in Sugriv getting the crown, and Sugriv had already tested the 
powers and strengths of Lord Ram prior to challenging Baali so he dared not oppose 
him or disobey him. This is clearly narrated in Ram Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, 
Chaupai line nos. 11-12 that precede Doha no. 7. 

By this singular advice the Lord also made Angad highly favourable towards 
himself, as now Angad would also feel obliged to the Lord for ensuring that his uncle 
Sugriv did not torment him or quietly usurp all powers and disenfranchise him as he 
was the son of his arch-enemy Baali. Any feeling of injustice or bias that Angad may 
have harboured inside his heart was immediately done away with. In due course of 
time Angad became an ardent follower and devotee of Lord Ram no less than was 
Hanuman, and the Lord too showed Angad the respect and confidence he deserved. 

Lord Ram had judged by this time that he could not rely too much on Sugriv; 
he appeared to be a selfish creature. There were ample hints for this—(a) Sugriv had 
not hesitated in getting his brother Baali killed just to get the crown of the kingdom; 
he could also have proposed a power-sharing mechanism instead of outright killing 
his brother; (b) Sugriv did not propose to Lord Ram that if the Lord did not wish to 
enter the capital of the kingdom then he could stay in a cottage or hut that Sugriv 
would get constructed on the outskirts, instead of living on a hill during the rainy 
season as it would be very uncomfortable; he did not think of it once his desire to get 
the throne was fulfilled! 

This is why the Lord reminded Sugriv to remember the promise he had made 
to him with respect to searching for Sita. 


“The words *prabarasana giri" mean a hill where there is an abundance of rain. This 
hill was part of the mountain range known as Malyawan.] 
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In the meantime, the gods had prepared a nice cave on this hill, making it as 
comfortable and pleasant as possible, in anticipation that Lord Ram, who is an abode 
of grace, mercy and kindness, would come here and stay for a while. (Doha no. 12) 
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caupa’. 


barasa gata nirmala ritu a'l. sudhi na tata sita kai pa’. 1. 

ēka bara kaisehuri sudhi janaum. kalahu jiti nimisa mahum anaum. 2. 
katahum raha'u jaur jivati ho’. tata jatana kari ana'um so’. 3. 
sugrivahum sudhi mori bisari. pava raja kosa pura nari. 4. 


[Four months of the rainy season passed and it appeared that Sugriv had forgotten 
about his promise to Lord Ram regarding the search for Sita as he had done nothing in 
this direction. This enraged the Lord, and he told Laxman to go and bring Sugriv to 
him by a ‘show’ of fear and anger—1.e. by pretending to be angry, and casting fear in 
his mind.] 


Lord Ram confided to Laxman (his constant companion and younger brother), *My 
dear; the rainy season has ended and the clear weather of autumn has arrived, but yet 
we have not got any hints about the whereabouts of Sita. (1) 


If I get any bit of information, whether good or not so good, about her, by any means 
whatsoever and from any quarter, I will vanquish even the god of death and recover 
her literally in a flash of a moment (1.e. very soon). (2) 


Wherever she may be, if she is alive, then oh my dear, I will bring her by deploying 
whatever means are needed for the purpose. (3) 


Unfortunately, even Sugriv has all but forgotten about me and my work once he has 
got his kingdom and wife back. (4) 


[Note—These verses show Lord Ram's anguish and dismay at Sugriv's attitude. 
Sugriv became indulgent in his affairs of the kingdom, all but forgetting the word he 
had given to the Lord about sending messengers in all directions to search for Sita. 

The forest-dwelling tribes are accustomed to inclement and harsh weather 
such as rainy season or the summer months unlike humans living in towns and cities. 
So had Sugriv been diligent and conscientious he would have sent messengers to find 
out Sita, and by the end of three of four months the required information should have 
been got. But nothing was done. 

The Lord had given him a long time of four or so months to find the 
whereabouts of Sita, but there was no news; Sugriv had not even bothered to pay a 
courtesy call on the two brothers since they came to live on Mt. Pravarshan. This 
attitude of negligence was annoying, and it irritated Lord Ram.] 
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taba anujahi samujhava raghupati karuna sinva. 
bhaya dekha'i lai avahu tata sakha sugriva. 18. 


Then Lord Raghupati (Sri Ram), who was an embodiment of limitless compassion 
and grace (Karuna sinva)', advised Laxman, ‘My dear (tata); go to my friend Sugriv 
(sakha sugriva) and pretend to be angry at him, just to instil fear in him, and then 
bring him here to me.’ (Doha no. 18) 


[Note—'The epithet “Karuna sinva” has been added for Lord Ram here to clarify that 
when the Lord instructed Laxman to show anger and make Sugriv fearful, it was just 
for show and not actually intended to harm him, for the Lord immediately calls Sugriv 
his "friend"; it would be highly wrong to harm one’s friend. 

But Sugriv had become indulgent and neglected even his benefactor Lord 
Ram, so he deserved some scolding. Even a father scolds his son over wrongdoing; a 
good friend too would admonish his buddy if he thinks the latter is erring or failing to 
do what is rightly expected of him. 

To wit, this anger and threatening were merely to bring Sugriv to his senses— 
for Lord Ram is so merciful and compassionate that he can never ever think of 
harming anyone, least of all his friend whom he himself had put on the throne. ] 
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caupat. 


iham pavanasuta hrdayam bicara. rama kāju sugrivani bisara. 1. 
nikata ja'i carananhi siru nava. carihu bidhi tehi kahi samujhava. 2. 


Here in the capital, meanwhile, Hanuman too was restless and became alarmed 
because a long time had passed and Sugriv did not seem inclined to pursue Lord 
Ram's work; it looked as he (Sugriv) had all but forgotten about it. (1) 


So Hanuman went near him and bowed at his feet. Then he explained the situation 
squarely to Sugriv from all its four angles. [To wit, Hanuman warned Sugriv of the 
dire consequences of his negligent attitude.]' (2) 


[Note—'The phrase used in the text is “carihu bidhi" to indicate the way Hanuman 
explained the gravity of the situation to Sugriv. The word “carihu” means ‘all the 
four’, and “bidhi” means ways or means. To wit, Hanuman told Sugriv the pros and 
cons of neglecting Lord Ram's work and going back on his own words of helping the 
Lord find Sita by sending messengers in all the directions to search for her. (Refer: 
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Ram Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, Chaupai line nos. 7-8 that precede Doha no. 
5.} 

He warned Sugriv that if the Lord becomes angry and decides to dethrone him, 
then god forbid, there would be no succour for Sugriv. Sugriv had ascended the throne 
only by taking the help of the Lord, for he alone was unable to overcome his arch 
enemy Baali in order to claim the crown, and he was well aware of the Lord’s 
strength as he had himself tested it when he made Lord Ram fling the huge bones of 
the demon Dundhuvi as well as fell the seven tall trees that grew on them by a single 
arrow. {Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, Chaupai line no. 12 that 
precedes Doha no. 7.} 

Besides this, Angad, the son of Baali, would be too willing to settle scores 
with his uncle Sugriv who had killed his father; the danger loomed from within his 
own palace as Angad would revolt if he sees that Lord Ram too is angry with Sugriv, 
and surely there were many ways open to Angad to take revenge, for obviously there 
would be a number of courtiers who would like to see Angad on the throne and take 
sides with him. Sugriv faced the prospects of mutiny, poisoning, civil war, 
assassination and blood shed etc. 

Then there was the burden of shame and ignominy of a king rescinding on his 
words of honour, of being ungrateful to his friend Lord Ram who had risked his 
reputation for the sake of putting Sugriv on the throne. What face would he have to 
show to his countrymen; he would be ridiculed, censored, looked down upon and be a 
butt of joke. No one in the future would rely on him or his words; it will create 
anarchy and spark disobedience in his subjects. No one would fear or respect him, as 
all will know that Sugriv was a selfish creature who has no scruples. 

Hanuman also reminded Sugriv of how Lord Ram had displayed his strength 
by slaying formidable demons, episodes that were briefly outlined by Laxman. 
(Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha 
no. 5.} 

So Hanuman advised Sugriv that he would be wise to become alert and 
immediately take remedial steps—which were first to start the search for Sita without 
delay, and then meet Lord Ram and apologise to him. Should the Lord enquire what 
he was doing all this time, Sugriv would have a ready excuse that a large number of 
messengers have already been dispatched for the purpose; otherwise he would have 
no answer in his defense.] 
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suni sugrivam parama bhaya mana. bişayanř mora hari linhé'u gyana. 3. 
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When Sugriv heard of the gravity of the possibilities that he faced, he was sore 
alarmed and affright. He regretted and said, 'Indulgences in material world had 
eclipsed my wisdom and sense of propriety. (3) 
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Now oh the Son of the Wind God (Hanuman)', send heralds on errands in all the 
directions where great communities of monkeys and bears live. (4) 


Tell them to convey to all the communities an urgent message from me, that if any of 
them do not come here within a time frame of ‘half a month’ (“pakha mahum”; 
fifteen days) then he would be killed by my hands.” (5) 


[Note—'The use of the phrase ‘son of the wind god’ for Hanuman is significant. 
Speed and agility was needed at this time; natural barriers such as hills, mountains, 
rivers and forests had also to be confronted. The ‘wind’ has the ability to go anywhere 
it likes, and there is no barrier that can hinder its passage. That is why Sugriv invokes 
this uniqueness in Hanuman to remind him of his abilities and motivate him to act fast 
like his father the Wind God. 


*Some sort of threatening and coercive methods were usually employed by kings and 
emperors to make those reluctant to follow their commands fall in line. Otherwise, 
half of those who were summoned would cook up some excuse for not coming. 

Once Sugriv realised the seriousness of the situation, he lost no time to act; the 
‘fifteen day’ time proves his sense of urgency. Why was it not said: ‘tell them to come 
here “immediately” °? Well, the kingdom of Kishkindha was a wild territory 
consisting of forests, mountains, hills, valleys, rivers and the un-chartered wilderness 
in general. It will take time for the messengers to reach each corner of this unmapped 
but extensive territory; then some time must be given to the summoned monkeys and 
bears to prepare and make arrangements at home for their personal affairs before 
departure, and then some time would be taken cover the distance from their homes to 
reach the capitol. ] 
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Then Hanuman called the messengers; he extended great cordiality towards them, 
praising them and their qualities, and in general showing them a special treatment by 
way of honouring them and giving them due respect!. (6) 


After this initial gestures of cordiality, Hanuman became solemn as he calmly 
explained the gravity of the situation and the seriousness of the issue for which these 
heralds were summoned. He used the usual tricks of politics and statecraft to drive the 
point home by using a mixture of fear, threat, affection and rewards, as well as the 
propriety and probity of the work they were expected to do. [To wit, it was a ‘carrot 
and stick’ approach.] 

After this briefing, all of the heralds bowed before him (Hanuman) and set off 
on their mission’. (7) 
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Just at that time, Laxman entered the city angrily (as advised by Lord Ram). All the 
monkeys ran hither and thither seeing him angry. (8) 


[Note—'Hanuman was very wise, erudite and clever. He wished to ensure loyalty and 
total commitment of the heralds for the project in hand, so he played on their sense of 
self-respect, ego and emotions by showing special treatment to them; this ensured that 
they would be enthusiastic towards doing the task which was to be assigned to them. 
His cordial welcome to the messengers immediately struck an emotional cord of 
friendship and loyalty with them, and created a spontaneous bond that endeared him 
to all of them as they felt very privileged and honoured to have been chosen for this 
grand assignment. 


^We have read earlier that Lord Ram too had adopted this tact to make Sugriv relent 
and make arrangements for sending troops of messengers in search of Sita. Refer: 
Ram Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, Doha no. 18. 

It was indeed a ‘carrot and stick’ approach: Hanuman told those who were 
assembled that if they did not obey then it would be tantamount to disobedience and 
disloyalty towards their king, in case of which they would be severely punished; if on 
the other hand they did their duty diligently then the king would reward them in 
material terms, give them titles of honour, and grant them largesse. 

As regards the propriety of them being sent to search for Sita, it was in perfect 
order as a rascal had kidnapped the lawful wife of a gentleman, and it is an 
honourable duty of all, and a noble deed indeed, to help such a person in distress; its 
reward would be immense in both material terms, in addition to having good fame 
and emotional contentment of a task well done for a good cause. 

All the messengers were convinced, and they cheerfully volunteered to do 
their best. ] 
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He (Laxman) raised his stringed bow and mounted an arrow on it. Then he said 
angrily, ‘I will burn the city to ashes.’ 

When the son of Baali (“balikumara”; Angad) observed that the whole city 
was terrified and in turmoil, he came to meet Laxman (to calm him down)'. (Doha no. 
19) 


[Note—'It is very significant that Angad decided voluntarily, or he was asked by 
Sugriv or Hanuman, to go and meet Laxman. Angad was very certain that Laxman 
would not harm him. Why was it so? It was because his father Baali had held his hand 
and gave it to Lord Ram just at the time when he was dying, with a prayerful request 
that the Lord must take care of his son Angad and forever treat him as his servant, or 
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as his follower and dependant. This is expressly mentioned in Ram Charit Manas, 
Kishkindha Kand, Chanda line nos. 7-8 that precede Doha no. 10. 

Lord Ram and Laxman were morally bound by this last wish of Baali made 
just before he died; it was sacrosanct and could not be bargained or set aside in any 
condition. So after this moment Lord Ram took great care to ensure Angad was given 
due respect and honour; that he was shown given full dignity as a prince of the 
kingdom, and the Lord treated Angad with a kind heart for all times to come. This is 
the reason why Angad was sure that no harm would come to him from Laxman. 

Earlier Lord Ram had made Angad the crown prince of the kingdom of 
Kishkindha while anointing Sugriv as its king; then the Lord had ordered Sugriv to 
share the responsibility of ruling the kingdom equally with Angad. By these two 
gestures the Lord ensured that Angad is not treated unfairly and like a second class 
citizen; and that after the death of Sugriv the throne would pass on to Angad. {Refer: 
Ram Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, (1) Doha no. 11; and (11) Chaupai line no. 9 that 
precedes Doha no. 12.} 

Another important reason for selecting Angad to go out and meet Laxman is 
this: Sugriv was the king, and Angad was the crown prince. When a guest arrives in 
the kingdom it is usual practice that the prince is sent out to welcome him near the 
gates of the city, and the king receives the guest in the palace. So this custom was 
followed here, and since this was in order, therefore Laxman did not mind it.] 
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carana nà'i siru binati kinhi. lachimana abhaya bamha tehi dinhi. 1. 
krodhavanta lachimana suni kana. kaha kapisa ati bhayam akulana. 2. 
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Angad came to Laxman, bowed his head at the latter's feet, and offered his prayers. 
At this humble and polite approach of Angad, Laxman was pleased; he extended his 
hands to hold of Angad's arms affectionately, and told Angad that he has nothing to 
fear from him. (1) 


Meanwhile, inside the palace when the king of the monkeys (i.e. Sugriv) heard that 
Laxman is vehemently angry, he was terrified to his wits end. 

He called Hanuman and instructed him urgently, ‘Listen Hanumam; take Tara 
(the widow of Baali and the mother of Angad) with you, and go out to pray politely to 
the prince ("kumara"; Laxman) and explain to him the situation’. (2-3) 


[Note—'Sugriv decided to send Tara and Hanuman as he was sure that they, along 
with Angad who was already out to meet Laxman and given assurance of no harm 
from the latter, would be able to persuade Laxman to calm down and excuse the 
family for any misconduct done or error committed by them. The three—Angad, his 
mother Tara, and Hanuman—would together apologise on behalf of their king Sugriv. 

One more reason was there for sending Tara. A noble man would never insult 
or harm a woman, especially when she was not at fault at all, nor would he use any 
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abusive or uncouth language in her presence. So this was a sure-shot method to rein- 
in Laxman's anger. ] 
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Hanuman went along with Tara to pay their obeisance at the feet of Laxman; then 
they praised the glories of the Lord (i.e. of Lord Ram)’. (4) 


Then they prayed to him (Laxman) and requested him to come to the palace. Once 

there, they washed his feet reverentially and offered a cot as a seat for him sit down 
2 

upon’. (5) 


At that moment Sugriv came and bowed his head at Laxman's feet. Laxman 
immediately took him by his arms and affectionately hugged him’. (6) 


[Note—'It was a clever strategy devised by Hanuman: Laxman cannot harm a person 
who has politely submitted himself before him, as well as praises Lord Ram at the 
same time. 


*In a king’s palace the guest of honour is given a high seat, whereas in an ordinary 
home he is seated on a sitting mat spread on the ground. So that’s why a ‘cot’ was 
offered to Laxman. 


*Sugriv was watching the proceedings from a hiding place; so when he observed that 
Laxman has calmed down and was in a friendly mood, he ventured out and came to 
meet him. 

Laxman was instructed by Lord Ram to make a ‘show’ of anger and create 
fear as clearly stated in Doha no. 18 herein above; Laxman did not intend actual harm 
to anyone. So as soon as he saw Sugriv bow his head before him as a token of 
submission, Laxman grabbed this opportunity without a second thought, and 
reciprocated warmly by embracing Sugriv so as to put to rest any trace of 
apprehension that the latter might have had. 

All bitterness was forgotten and forgiven; it was bonhomie and goodwill once 
again. This sudden change was crucial and essential—for, after all, the two brothers 
knew that they would need the full support of the monkeys and bears to successfully 
recover Sita. Hence there was no point to unnecessarily prolong the stand-off. ] 
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natha bisaya sama mada kachu nahim. muni mana moha kara'i chana mahim. 
7. 

sunata binita bacana sukha pava. lachimana tehi bahu bidhi samujhava. 8. 
pavana tanaya saba katha suna'. jehi bidhi ga'e duta samuda'. 9. 


Sugriv said (by way of an apology and defence of his position), ‘Oh Lord. There is no 
stronger intoxicating force that deludes a living being than the attractions of the sense 
objects of the material world which create delusions and attachments in the Mana 
(heart and mind) of even great sages. 

[So, I request you to please excuse for my error and forgive me for the 
negligence caused due to this natural shortcoming of all living beings. Yes indeed it is 
true that I had become indulgent in the affairs of the world and had all but forgotten 
the promise I had made to Lord Ram. But I prithee to be kind on me, and forgive me 
for my irresponsible behaviour. I am at your service now. |’ (7) 


Hearing these polite words of humility, Laxman felt very pleased. Then he reassured 
Sugriv in many ways and explained the different aspects of the situation to him’. (8) 


At this juncture, Hanuman told Laxman everything about the large numbers of 
messengers being already dispatched in all the four direction with instructions to 
search for Sita and bring the news as quick as possible within a fixed time frame. (9) 


[Note—'To wit, Laxman assured Sugriv that neither he nor Lord Ram have any ill- 
will against him in the least; they had utmost trust and faith in him. The reason given 
by Sugriv was understandable; and he need not worry any longer. 

Laxman may have also impressed upon him the urgency of the matter, for the 
longer it takes to locate Sita and recover her, the lesser would be the chance to find 
her in sustainable health, or even alive—because Sita may die due to grief and 
hopelessness if not found in time. 

Besides this, the Lord had to return to Ayodhya as soon as the fourteen year 
period of forest exile ended, because if he did not return in the stipulated time his dear 
brother Bharat had vowed to end his life after that period. (Refer: Ram Charit Manas, 
Lanka Kand, Chanda line nos. 2-6 that precede Doha no. 116 where Lord Ram 
himself makes this declaration.) 

Hence, no more time is to be spent in searching for and recovering Sita.] 
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Then Sugriv, Angad and the Kapi (i.e. Hanuman) together set off cheerfully to meet 
Lord Ram. Keeping Laxman in front to lead them’, they arrived at the dwelling of 
Lord Raghunath (Sri Ram) (on Mt. Pravarshan)". (Doha no. 20) 


[Note— Why was Laxman made to lead the group? There are two obvious reasons: 

(a) None of them knew the exact place where Lord Ram lived on Mt. 
Pravarshan, because when Lord Ram took his leave of Sugriv after anointing him as 
the king of Kishkindha, it was Laxman alone who accompanied the Lord to the cave 
where they took up dwelling during the rainy season. No one amongst the monkeys 
knew this location. So it was necessary to have Laxman lead them to the correct cave. 

(b) The group consisting of Sugriv, Angad and Hanuman were afraid because 
Lord Ram was angry with them. So if they kept Laxman in the front when they came 
face-to-face with Lord Ram, he would signal to the Lord that all was peaceful and in 
line with his wishes; so the chances of the Lord bursting out in anger as soon as he 
saw these ungrateful monkeys would be taken care of. 


?In Adhyatma Ramayan, Kishkindha Kand, Canto 6, verse nos. 1-3 we read about the 
time when Sugriv comes to meet Lord Ram on Mt. Pravarshan; the moment has been 
beautifully described as follows:- “They (i.e. Sugriv, Hanuman, and Laxman who was 
sent by Lord Ram to bring Sugriv to him) saw Lord Ram sitting on a stone slab on the 
mouth of the cave. He was attired in a deer skin, was dark complexioned, had a crown 
of matted hairs on his head (1), had large eyes, was calm, tranquil and serene, and his 
charming face had a smile of a man lost in some pleasant thoughts so much so that he 
is unaware of his surroundings. The Lord was so overwhelmed by the emotional 
torment created due to the agony of separation from his beloved wife Sita that he 
appeared to be weary and haggard even as he gazed absent-mindedly at the deer and 
birds that moved around him* (2). 

Sugriv and Laxman got down from the chariot a little away, and came and fell 
down at his feet with devotion and reverence (3). 

{*When Sugriv arrived at the cave where Lord Ram dwelt on Mt. Pravarshan, 
he found him sitting motionless, lost in deep thoughts. The Lord had a melancholic 
expression spread over his countenance that betrayed his emotional state of extreme 
sadness and profound gloom which was made all the more striking by the presence of 
a frozen smile on his dark-complexioned face and lotus-like eyes that were transfixed 
at a distant point where some deer and birds were moving around carelessly, for the 
smile and the gaze indicated that a huge emotional storm was blowing inside him as 
he was deeply lost in reminiscences and thoughts of Sita.}] 
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[When Sugriv met Lord Ram he apologised for the delay in carrying out the Lord's 
wish, which was to send messengers in all the directions to search for Sita. In the very 
beginning itself he defended himself by saying that it was not his mistake that he had 
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forgotten the Lord’s work and got involved in worldly affairs as it was due to the 
overpowering influence of the Lord’s delusion-creating powers called ‘Maya’ that he 
got distracted from his path. ] 


Sugriv bowed his head reverentially at the feet of Lord Ram and politely made his 
submission, ‘Oh Lord! I am not at fault (that I had become indulgent and all but 
forgot to carry out your orders). (1) 


Oh Lord; your delusion-creating powers called Maya are extremely formidable and 
insurmountable; they are difficult to cope with. Oh Lord Ram! The firm grip of Maya 
can be broken or overcome only if you show mercy, grace and benevolence (upon the 
creature who has come under its influence). (2) 
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bisaya basya sura nara muni svami. maim pavanira pasu kapi ati kami. 3. 
nari nayana sara jahi na laga. ghora krodha tama nisi jo jaga. 4. 

lobha pamsa jehim gara na bamdhaya. so nara tumha samana raghuraya. 5. 
yaha guna sadhana tern nahi ho'l. tumhari krpami pava ko'i kō'. 6. 


Even the gods, the humans and the sages, who are higher up in the hierarchy of 
creation, are not free from the tentacles of attachment to, and attraction for, the 
comforts and pleasures originating from the sense objects of this material world that 
Maya creates, so where do I, a lowly and humble creature of limited intellect whose 
form is like that of a monkey, stand against the formidable force of Maya?! (3) 


He who has not been pierced by the symbolic arrow shot at him in the form of 
passionate, longing glances of a woman (i.e. he who succeeds in controlling himself 
and is not moved by gestures of lust and passion shown by a lovelorn lady), he who 
manages to remain awake in the horribly dark night symbolised by anger (i.e. he who 
is not provoked but remains calm and exercises self-control over his emotions when 
faced with an angry tirade, insinuations or ridicule by his adversaries) [4], --- 

--- he who is not tied by the snare of greed and rapacity (i.e. he who 
overcomes all tendencies of greed and yearning, and practices exemplary renunciation 
and dispassion)—well, oh Lord, such a man as he is regarded as being similar to you 
(i.e. he is worthy of honour, respect, adoration, admiration, praise and glories that are 
similar to yours) [5] (4-5) 


These qualities or virtues are not attainable by effort and by employing any other 
means, but it is only by your grace and mercy that some rare individuals are able to 
acquire them. ? (6) 


[Note—'*To wit, when such exalted beings as gods and sages, as well as humans who 
are considered as being the first amongst all the members of the animal kingdom, are 
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not spared from the influence of delusions that bind them to this artificial world of 
sensual charms, then say who am I in their comparison, for I am a lowly monkey 
(literally a “lowly animal; pavamita pasu”) by birth, and as such I have a fickle mind 
that is inherently attracted to sensual pleasures and is naturally inclined to be 
indulgent in the affairs of the world. So I may be forgiven and excused for my errors 
and negligence.” 

Sugriv had made the same excuse before Laxman in Chaupai line no. 7 that 
precedes Doha no. 20 herein above. 


?To wit, the excellent characters noted above are rare in a living being. The few who 
are privileged to have them are those who are blessed by Lord Ram, for it is only by 
his grace and benevolence that one can have them. 

Sugriv means that it is actually the fault of the Lord’s Maya that he had 
become so deluded as to forget about the urgency of the Lord’s work. But when the 
Lord decided to clear the influence of Maya, Sugriv was alerted about his mistake and 
made aware of his duties and responsibilities. 

We will read in the next verse no. 7 that Lord Ram ‘smiled’, of course in 
amusement, at this logic of Sugriv and the excuse made by him! ] 
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taba raghupati bole musuka't. tumha priya mohi bharata jimi bha'. 7. 
aba so'i jatanu karahu mana la’. jehi bidhi sita kai sudhi pa't. 8. 


Then Lord of the Raghus (“raghupati”; Lord Ram) smiled! and said, ‘You are dear to 
me like my brother Bharat is. (7) 


However, please now make necessary arrangements, with all diligence and sincerity 
in your mind and heart (jatanu karahu mana la'l), so that the whereabouts of Sita 
can be known.”’ (8) 


[Note—'Lord Ram was quite amused by what Sugriv had said, so he smiled. Sugriv 
had found a ready-made excuse for his own follies by blaming the Maya of the Lord, 
which is universally blamed for the common tendency of all creatures to be indulgent 
in the material world, become selfish, pervert and sinful, get distracted from the 
correct path of righteousness and probity, and suffer from their horrible consequences. 

The Lord smiled also because if he had not sent Laxman to give Sugriv a 
threat then the latter would have continued with his earlier ways, but now he seems to 
have become a philosopher, and it is more out of fear for his life than actually because 
he is a righteous man of scruples who regrets that he had erred. Why so? Because if 
Sugriv indeed had some sense of probity and propriety in him, even a rudimentary 
one, then he would not have thought of getting his own elder brother Baali killed for 
the sake of the throne of Kishkindha, and then so quickly forgetting the promise he 
made to someone, in this case Lord Ram, whose support he had taken to get rid of his 
brother. If he had been a creature of principles and scruples then he would have 
preferred to ask Lord Ram to help him get his rights back from Baali instead of 
getting him killed outright. And now he is preaching! 
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? Anyway, Lord Ram needed Sugriv’s help to accomplish the mammoth task that was 
at hand—first to find out where Sita was, and then launch a campaign to retrieve her. 
The Lord needed manpower and logistics for this purpose, and so it was wise not to 
stretch the matter too far to the point that Sugriv is so embarrassed in public and 
ashamed of himself that he decides to square up his insult and humiliation by quietly 
revolting against the Lord and pulling the rug from under the Lord’s feet at a crucial 
moment during the campaign to liberate Sita; there were chances that he may even 
share the secrets of the military strategy with Ravana, or order his troops to turn 
around when the war is just about to be won. 

To wit, if Sugriv felt offended and humiliated in public in any way, and 
consequentially decides to turn hostile towards Lord Ram and Laxman to avenge his 
insult, then it would be a very bad thing for the two brothers as they were all alone in 
an alien land surrounded by unknown persons about whom nothing can be predicted. 
So it would be literally suicidal to push Sugriv to the corner, and shame him so much 
that he is too upset and loses his restraint to become emotionally aggressive towards 
the Lord; should it actually happen it would be fatal, especially because Laxman had 
threatened Sugriv in his own city while all his subjects were watching, and though 
Sugriv got scared initially but it is quite possible that he has taken offence in his heart 
for this public rebuke, and is looking for an excuse to rescind on his promise made to 
Lord Ram, and even take the two brothers hostage for insulting the king of 
Kishkindha. In this eventuality, the subjects of the kingdom would obviously and 
naturally side with their king instead of with total strangers like Lord Ram and 
Laxman. 

So the risks were too great to make Sugriv feel uneasy beyond a limit. Hence, 
as soon as a window of opportunity came by way of Sugriv himself coming to submit 
and make excuses, the Lord was too willing to let the matter rest there and then. And 
so he extended an olive branch to Sugriv by calling him his “dear brother, like 
Bharat". 

Now Sugriv was bound by two relations with Lord Ram: one as a ‘friend’, and 
the other as a ‘brother’. By this single polite gesture Lord Ram instantly ensured 
Sugriv's loyalty and devotion towards himself. 

We read in Adhyatma Ramayan, Kishkindha Kand, Canto 6, verse nos. 20-24 
that when Sugriv presented the whole army of monkeys and bears at the service of 
Lord Ram and requested him to give them orders as he deemed fit, the Lord acted 
wisely and prudently by leaving the entire responsibility of selecting messengers and 
sending them to search for Sita, and then launching a campaign to free her from her 
captors, in on the shoulders of Sugriv. The Lord told Sugriv to appoint suitable 
messengers and heralds according to his own choice, depending upon the individual's 
ability and aptitude to succeed in the mission of finding Sita, because Sugriv knew his 
army better than anyone else, so he was the best judge to decide who amongst these 
commanders and warriors is the best suited for the job that is to be done. After all, 
Lord Ram was a stranger and a foreigner who had no experience of the skills, abilities 
and qualities of the warriors of the army of Kishkindha. 

Sugriv was very pleased and felt delighted by this request of Lord Ram as as it 
not only showed that the Lord trusted him and had no hard feelings for him because 
he had neglected the Lord's work earlier, but also because the Lord gave him due 
respect and the right to order his troops as a King of the kingdom of Kishkindha. 
Sugriv was happy that his dignity and self-respect was duly honoured by Lord Ram, 
and so it now devolves squarely upon his shoulders to ensure that the honour and 
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dignity and respect and reputation of a great king of a great kingdom are properly 
taken care of. 

To wit, Lord Ram was very wise and prudent in putting the responsibility on 
Sugriv’s shoulders as now he was totally accountable for the success of the mission, 
and he cannot shrug it off by any sort of lame excuse. | 
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ehi bidhi hota batakahi a'e banara jutha. 
nana barana sakala disi dekhi'a kisa barutha. 21. 


While they were conversing in this manner, large groups of monkeys came there one 
after another in an unending line of troops. In all the four directions (as far as the eyes 
could see, and extending to the horizon), one could see monkey warriors of all sorts, 
having a wide variety of complexions, and belonging to as many classes, with varying 
visages, forms and demeanours!. (Doha no. 21) 


[Note—'Of what sort were these monkey troops? These monkey warriors have been 
described elsewhere in (1) Valmiki's Ramayan, Kishkindha Kand, Sarga/Canto 37-40; 
and (ii) in Veda Vyas' Adhyatma Ramayan, Kishkindha Kand, Canto 6, verse no. 9- 
10. We shall be reading the latter narration in due course in section 6.2 herein below 
where Adhyatma Ramayan is cited as part of this narrative. 

Earlier we have read that Sugriv had given the heralds a time frame of fifteen- 
days by which the monkeys should come here. (Refer. Ram Charit Manas, 
Kishkindha Kand, Chaupai line nos. 4-5 that precede Doha no. 19.) 

Some of these monkey warriors lived in nearby areas, and some in far-off 
lands. As soon as they received their king Sugriv's orders, they started departing from 
their dwelling places and arriving at Kishkindha, from where they were directed to 
Mt. Pravarshan where Lord Ram lived, and now Sugriv too had joined him. 

Of course the arrival of troops must have taken some time, but it is certain that 
the entire army was assembled within fifteen days from the day Lord Ram had sent 
Laxman to coerce Sugriv to mend his ways, and Hanuman too had alerted him about 
his duties and responsibilities which Sugriv seemed to have neglected.] 
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[Lord Shiva, who is the primary narrator of the story of Ram Charit Manas and who 
was also the first to conceive it in his mind, told his consort Parvati—] ‘Oh Uma; I 
had seen the army of monkeys. Anyone who tries to describe this formidable army 
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(i.e. about its warriors and their numbers, its astonishing strength, its bubbling 
enthusiasm, its astounding energy, its incomparable valour, its matchless courage, its 
powerful force and irresistible punch) would be a foolish person’. (1) 


All the warriors came and bowed their heads at the feet of Lord Ram to pledge their 
unquestioned support and vow for their allegiance to the Lord and to his cause; all 
these warriors were in thrall when they observed the form of the Lord (from which 
effused a halo of divinity and holiness that automatically attracted them, and inspired 
loyalty and devotion in their hearts and minds) so much so that they unequivocally 
felt that they were highly honoured and exceptionally privileged to get an opportunity 
to serve the Lord’. (2) 


[Note—'This is because this army of monkeys and bears that assembled to help Lord 
Ram was so great and unique that defied all descriptions. It was wondrous beyond 
imagination; it was a stupendous army of exceptional magnificence; it was an army 
the like of which was not hitherto seen anywhere. 


?To wit, the huge army of monkeys and bears was so astonishingly impressed by the 
very first sight of Lord Ram that all its warriors were in awe and stood enthralled. The 
Lord's halo of holiness and divinity, his majesty and magnificence was so 
overpowering that no sooner did the warriors come in contact with the Lord then they 
decided voluntarily to serve him with all their might and to the best of their abilities. 

It was a spontaneous emotional reaction that sprouted in the hearts and the 
minds of the warriors like the one that is generated inside the bosom of a creature 
when he feels what he is about to do is a good and noble deed that is done for an 
equally good and noble cause. 

Thus, the participation of the monkeys and bears in the campaign for freeing 
Sita and elimination of the cruel demons was not done under coercion or any duress at 
all, but it was a voluntary involvement by each individual who took it as a privilege 
and an honour to be able to participate. In this scenario, if any one of them would 
have been told to stay back, he would have taken it as a punishment instead of seeing 
it as a chance to escape the risks of the impending campaign the result of which was 
unpredictable. 

Every single warrior of the army was raring to go with enthusiasm that spilled 
over like milk that brims over when the pot is too full!] 
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There was not a single monkey (and bear) warrior in the whole army whom Lord Ram 
had not met individually and personally enquired about his welfare!. (3) 


There is no wonder in it, and nothing to be astonished about in this astounding feat of 
Lord of the Raghus (“raghura'’; Lord Ram) because the Lord is a personified form, 
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or an embodiment, of the cosmic form of the Supreme Being that is all-encompassing, 
all-pervading and omnipresent in this creation’. (4) 


[Note—'When Lord Ram returned to Ayodhya after the Lanka campaign, the whole 
city poured out to meet him and emotionally welcome him. The gracious Lord wished 
to reciprocate this exuberant emotion of love and affection that the citizens exhibited 
universally, and also to show them he remembers each of them as much as they 
remembered him. So the Lord performed a miracle of sorts; he assumed countless 
forms and met each citizen individually. Everyone thought that the Lord has gone out 
of his way to meet him first and ask for his welfare before he met others; but it was 
such a miracle that the Lord met thousands of his subjects simultaneously. {Refer: 
Ram Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, Chaupai line nos. 3-7 that precede Doha no. 6.} 

Another such occasion where Lord Ram had assumed countless forms at the 
same instant is found when Bharat lead a party from Ayodhya and went to meet Lord 
Ram in the forest at Chitrakoot in an attempt to persuade the Lord to return home. 
When this party arrived at the Lord’s hermitage, he met everyone simultaneously by 
assuming as many forms as there were individuals in the party. This pleased each 
person and all of them felt that the Lord had shown them special treatment. {Refer: 
Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-4 that precede Doha no. 
244.} 

The same mystical feat is achieved here. By this single amiable act of personal 
affection and graciousness, Lord Ram endeared himself to every single warrior of the 
army, as it was the first time in their lives that they had been personally shown so 
much respect and given such attention by anyone. Kings and commanders take a 
salute from the army regiments en-masse during a parade, but never do they go out of 
their way and against the rules of protocol to meet and hug each single member of the 
parade and ask ‘how are you’. 

Hence, this personal and affable approach of the Lord changed the law of the 
game instantly; each individual warrior became emotionally overwhelmed and felt 
that he is obliged to be loyal and obedient to such a nice and friendly Lord who made 
them all feel very comfortable by treating them all as one of his own. 

So what otherwise would simply have been a formal army that was obliged to 
obey the commands given to it by its king and commanders now instantaneously 
transmuted itself into an army that was totally devoted and fully committed to Lord 
Ram, and vowed never to fail him. 


“It is difficult for a human mind to understand how it happened if he does not realise 
that Lord Ram was not a human being, nor a magician. He was a personified form of 
the ‘Supreme Being’ who is almighty and omnipresent everywhere; in fact there is no 
place or spot in this creation where the Lord is not present. 

To wit, the Lord is a personified form of Cosmic Consciousness that pervades 
throughout this creation in a uniform manner; it is only that under some circumstances 
this Consciousness is revealed and under other circumstances it remains invisible, or 
imperceptible for the senses. That makes the Lord visible at a given point of time, and 
remain invisible for the rest of the time. One such condition for making the Lord 
reveal himself is love and devotion. These facts have been affirmed by Lord Shiva 
himself to the gods and mother earth in Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line 
nos. 3-7 that precede Doha no. 185. The occasion was the assembly where they 
gathered together to seek Lord Vishnu and pray to him to help them against the terror 
unleashed by the demons lead by Ravana. 
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So therefore we conclude that since the Lord had revealed himself in as many 
numbers as there were monkeys and bears in the army so as to meet them individually 
and ask for their welfare, it proves unequivocally and in all sooth that the whole army 
was totally devoted and completely committed to serve Lord Ram; there is no doubt 
about it. 

We can imagine and explain this phenomenon by a simple example. We know 
that water molecules exist in the air all around us; there would be no life if there was 
no moisture on earth. But do we see these water molecules as such? If the temperature 
drops below a certain point, these same molecules condense to form ‘water vapour’ 
which we see as a ‘cloud’ or ‘mist’ or ‘fog’, or even ‘steam’ that emerges from the 
spout of the kettle. 

The same thing would apply to a more subtle element such as the ‘fire’. Its 
presence is felt in the form of ‘warmth’ all around us; even our body is warm due to 
the presence of this life-giving element inside the body, for a dead body is cold and 
not warm. But we don’t visibly ‘see’ fire as such, for it is so subtle an element that the 
gross organs of the eyes are not empowered to perceive it. But however, as soon as 
circumstances are favourable or conducive, this same fire element makes its visible 
form clear when we see flames leaping from burning wood or see the lighted wick of 
a candle. | 
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After this initial introduction was over, all the warriors were ordered to stand in line 
wherever they were, in formations according to their ranks and stature in the 
hierarchy. 

Then Sugriv addressed them, and explained everything to all of them. [To wit, 
Sugriv told them why they were summoned and what is to be done now; he also 
explained to them the propriety of his decision, and the rewards that await them at the 
successful conclusion of the campaign.] (5) 


He said, ‘It is Lord Ram’s work (rama kaju), and I also request you all to oblige me 
(aru mora nihora). Oh monkey troops! Form groups and go in all the directions. (6) 


Go and search for the daughter of Janak (“janakasuta”; Sita) everywhere (in all the 
directions)". Return here by the end of one month (i.e. within a month's time). (7) 


If anyone of you returns after this stipulated period, and without acquiring any 
information about the whereabouts of Sita, then as soon as you return to this forest 
you shall die at my hands?. 
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[To wit, if you don’t search Sita diligently, if you waste your time fooling 
around, if you take this mission lightly and think you are going to a picnic only to 
come back and offer excuses that you couldn’t find Sita, or if you try to play tricks 
with me by not going out in the search at all but remain hidden in the forest during 
this period—then be warned that I will give you severe punishment, and it would be 
capital punishment; you will have to pay with your life. So don’t force my hands, and 
try your best to find her.]’ (8) 


[Note—'Sugriv had “explained everything” to the troops: this obviously means that 
he had told them what he had already told Lord Ram about his seeing Sita being taken 
away by the path of the sky in the general direction of the south. Besides this, Laxman 
also had briefed Sugriv about the events that occurred before they came here. {Refer: 
Ram Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 5 
herein above.} That means, Sugriv was told about Lord Ram’s meeting with Jatau and 
Sabari, and that by the time the two brothers arrived at Lake Pampa and onwards at 
Mt. Rishyamook, they were well aware that Ravana had taken away Sita. It was also 
well known that Ravana lived in Lanka which lay roughly in the south direction from 
Kishkindha. So therefore, why did Sugriv order his troops to go in “all the 
directions"? 

Well, though it is true that Ravana lived in the south direction and ordinarily if 
anyone wished to go after him he would head straight to south. But the case here is 
different—Ravana is a thief and a kidnapper for he has abducted the wife (Sita) of a 
noble and brave warrior-prince (Lord Ram) of whom he was so scared that he dared 
not wait a moment but hurtled away with the lady as fast as he could to escape her 
husband's wrath if he discovered his evil deed. And no sensible thief or kidnapper 
would keep his victim in a well-known place, such as his own home. 

So therefore it was logical to suppose that Sita was kept captive in a place that 
no one would guess. This is the reason why Sugriv instructed his troops to “go in 
every direction”—which means even the northern direction. But the chances of Sita 
being taken to the north were remote as the general geographical area was populated 
by human beings and had villages, towns, cities as well as hermitages of sages, seers, 
ascetics and hermits as compared to the south part of the land, south of the Vindaya 
Mountains, especially the area that fell beyond the Dandakaranya forest, as it was too 
desolate, barren, thickly wooded, formidably wild and generally uninhabitable for any 
civilisation to flourish. 

Hence, it is reasonable to guess that that while instructing his troops Sugriv 
must have told them to proceed in the 'general direction of the south', but spread 
themselves so as to cover all the angles in this direction, viz. from the extreme south- 
east end to the south-west corner, a rough half-circle of land. 

Sugriv told the troops: “Spread yourselves everywhere; look into every nook 
and corner of the land; in every bower, under every canopy, in each alcove and recess, 
over glade and under arcade of creepers, in each cave, inside each hole, under each 
crevice, within all tunnels and vestibule, behind hedges, bushes and palisades of 
thickets, left and right and top of every ridge, mound and peak, over and beyond all 
mountains, hills and dales, cover all the gardens, orchards and groves, search under 
water as well as over land, letting not an inch of ground unexplored or remain 
unexamined by your vigilant eyes, not one nook or corner must escape your scrutiny. 
Remember not to miss any sign of life that you may find which might indicate that 
someone had been forcibly brought there or is being kept there, and then look out for 
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and follow the tell-tale signs that you may suddenly descry. Keep your eyes open and 
your ears erect, be on your toes, seeing and hearing attentively and assiduously. 

The search-party duly followed this instruction as we shall read shortly in 
Doha no. 23 herein below. 

Besides this, take due precautions: don’t go alone; form groups so that you 
have support and help in case of emergency, and don’t get lost or feel scared. Have 
confidence in yourselves; never give space to hopelessness or dejection, for god will 
bless you as this is a noble enterprise and a deed done for a noble cause.” 


We shall read in verses that follow herein below that after the general mass of the 
troops had dispersed, Sugriv called his chosen companions, i.e. Angad, Nal and 
Hanuman, the chief monkey warriors, and Jamvant, the chief of the bears, and 
confidentially told them to go directly and exactly in the south direction. {Doha no. 
22 along with Chaupai line nos. 1-2 that follow it.} 

A pertinent question here is this: how will the warriors know who Sita was, 
how will they recognise her, even when they managed to locate her, for they had 
never seen her before? The answer is this: Sita would be in grave distress and sorely 
grieving at her separation from Lord Ram; she would be in a sad and terrified state, 
physically weak, a shrunken countenance, weeping, lamenting, with tears on her face, 
unkempt clothes, dishevelled hairs, forlorn and weary appearance, and huddled up in 
some corner out of fear. So it would not be difficult to recognise her. 

Besides this, Sugriv must have given them a general description of how she 
looked, first from his own observation when he saw her being taken as a hostage by 
her abductor, and second by a brief about her that Lord Ram was sure to have given 
him to share with the search teams. 


? Another question is this: suppose even after trying their best the monkeys couldn't 
find Sita; will Sugriv then kill them? It is obvious that Sita would be found by any one 
of the countless groups, and not by all the groups, for the simple reason that the 
searchers would go out in different directions, and only one such group will be 
fortunate enough to go towards a direction that would take them to that spot where 
Sita was held captive. So does Sugriv mean that he would kill all other groups except 
the one which locates Sita? 

No, not at all; there was nothing of this sort in what he had said. He simply 
meant that if these monkeys did not return within a month’s time, and then came 
afterwards to say they could not find Sita, it is only then that he would punish them. 

In case they failed despite their best efforts, they had nothing to fear if they 
returned before the stipulated time of one month and explained their position. 

The threat of being killed applied only to those monkeys who neither returned 
within one month, nor brought any news of Sita even after this period. This restrain 
was necessary to drive home the urgency of the matter, for otherwise they would not 
take the mission seriously; they would do it leisurely and in their own time, coming 
back whenever it pleased them. This would derail the whole plan. So, stringent 
conditions were necessary to enforce discipline. ] 
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bacana sunata saba banara jaham taham cale turanta. 
taba sugrivam bola'e angada nala hanumanta. 22. 


After hearing these words (i.e. instructions of Sugriv), all the monkeys immediately 
departed in all the directions whithersoever they decided to proceed. 

Then Sugriv called Angad, Nal and Hanuman (the chief amongst the 
monkeys). (Doha no. 22) 
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Summoning his chiefs, Sugriv advised them as follows: 'Listen Neel, Angad, 
Hanuman and Jamvant'. All of you are intelligent, have a resolute mind, and are wise. 


(1) 


All of you excellent warriors must forthwith proceed in the south direction, and ask 
whosoever you meet about Sita and her whereabouts (because you may not know who 
will be helpful in your mission; so enquire from everyone). (2) 


Use the faculties of your mind, wisdom and words in an intelligent manner, and 
adroitly adopt all such means and devise a device that may help you to successfully 
accomplish Lord Ramchandra’s work. 

[To wit, all of you are wise and intelligent; it is not possible to tell you exactly 
what, when and how to do a thing or what action is to be taken. You have to take your 
own decisions on the spot; I can’t predict everything, and can only give you a general 
advice. Take everything and all factors into consideration, weigh all the pros and 
cons, and then act judiciously and with prudence according to the demands of the 
prevalent circumstance and the requirements of the current situation. ] (3) 


[Note—'Nal and Neel were brothers; they were the architects and engineers for the 
kingdom of Kishkindha. Angad was Sugriv’s nephew; Hanuman was his chief advisor 
and a faithful devotee of Lord Ram. Jamvant was the chief of the bears. 

They were close confidantes of Sugriv. So he called them and told them to go 
straight to the south—because the chances of Sita being discovered in this direction 
were far greater than anywhere else. Sugriv guessed that given the haughty and 
arrogant nature of Ravana, he would think that no one would ever dare to challenge 
him no matter where he kept Sita. So it is logical to deduce that he would keep her 
close by in order to exercise a tight vigil on her, which would be easier closer home 
than in a distant place. ] 
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Remember this axiom: ‘If someone wishes to warm himself by the sun’s heat than he 
should sit with his back towards the sun, while if he wants to warm himself before a 
fire then he must sit facing the latter.’ [To wit, it is advisable to take the heat of the 
sun on one's back instead of facing the sun directly from the front as it would be 
harmful, especially if its rays fall on one's eyes per chance and cause blindness. On 
the contrary, if one wishes to keep warm near a raging fire, it is advisable to sit or 
stand facing the fire instead of having one's back to it, because the fire is a dangerous 
thing and must always be watched directly as a safety precaution.] 

But when it comes to serving one's lord, one must do it sincerely and without 
pretensions, and in whatsoever manner it can be done, without reservations or 
worrying unduly about the means that are adopted to be successful in this service. 
[Sugriv tells his companions that they should feel free to adopt any method they think 
fit and proper in order to successfully accomplish the work of Lord Ram, which was 
to find Sita. They aught naught unduly worry about the risks involved in the effort, 
but before they take any action they must discuss its pros and cons thoroughly, for he 
has already told them that they were wise and intelligent enough to see the matter 
through. So go ahead cheerfully.]' (4) 


If one gets rid of Maya (worldly delusions and its attendent problems), and instead, 
strives to ensure a better fate for himself (by devoting himself to spiritual pursuit, and 
follow the path shown by the scriptures that lead to deliverance, emancipation and 
salvation of the soul)—then, in all sooth and without gainsay, he would find lasting 
peace and happiness. (5) 


Oh my brothers (bha'l)! The best reward that one can expect to have after having 
taken birth as a creature, an entity that has a gross physical body, is to worship and 
serve Lord Ram diligently by abstaining from all involvement in worldly matters. (6) 


He who has sincere devotion and undiluted affection for the holy feet of Lord Ram is 
indeed a virtuous person who has all the excellent qualities one is expected to possess, 
and is also a most fortunate and privileged soul.’ (7) 


[Note—'In this verse no. 4, Sugriv basically tells the group not to worry too much 
about the propriety or the danger of adopting a path or means to discover Sita if they 
conclude at a specific moment that a particular action is necessary to achieve success. 
They should not be like a man of vanity who takes pride in following certain dictums 
in totum without understanding their underlying principles. 
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For instance, when it is said that one should not face the sun while warming 
oneself, it is to safeguard against harming one’s eyesight or tanning the complexion of 
the face too much. So if one takes adequate precautions then there is no need 
whatsoever not to sit facing the sun. 

Similarly, if one is in a group sitting around a camp-fire for instance, and there 
is someone to alert him if anything goes wrong, such as a spark flying from the fire, 
then there is no risk of getting burnt by fire even if one sits with his back to it. 


?The idea behind Sugriv’s discourse is to inspire devotion and commitment in the 
heart of those who were selected by him to go on a mission to search for Sita. If these 
monkeys and bears were convinced that what they were about to do is not merely 
carrying out the orders of their king but a deed that would grant them everlasting joy 
and spiritual contentment. It's not only a noble cause they are serving but it is also a 
holy service done to the Supreme Lord who is in the form of Lord Ram. 

So therefore, they must put their heart and soul in this mission.] 
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After this briefing, they (1.e. Nal, Neel, Angad, Hanuman, Jamvant etc.) bowed their 
heads reverentially (before their king Sugriv as well as Lord Ram) to seek permission 
to depart on their mission. Then they took their leave, and started off cheerfully with 
gladdened hearts. (8) 


The Son of the Wind-God' had bowed last; and as he was moving away Lord Ram 
called him near as the Lord knew that he was the one who would successfully do his 
work (of finding Sita)”. (9) 


The Lord caressed Hanuman's head with his lotus-like hands (to bless him and signal 
that success will be his). 

Then Lord Ram took off his finger-ring (Karamudrika; ‘kar’ = hand; 
*mudrika' = ring; literally it means the “ring worn on the hand", which in practical 
terms means the ‘finger-ring’)’ and gave it to him as the Lord considered him as his 
devoted servant who would be the one to accomplish his task. (10) 
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Then he told Hanuman the message that he should convey to Sita when he met her, 
*Reassure Sita in all possible ways. Tell her that I suffer immensely from the grief of 
separation from her, and assure of my strength and abilities (so that she feels 
confident that I will certainly come to free her inspite of all the odds). Then you must 
come back with all the speed you can muster.' (11) 


Hanuman realised that he indeed was the privileged one, the chosen one personally 
selected by the Lord. He felt fulfilled and considered his birth as being fully rewarded. 

Then he started off on his mission after enshrining the holy feet of the merciful 
and compassionate Lord in his heart". (12) 


[This above incidence proves that—] Though the Lord (Sri Ram), who dispels the 
torments of the gods, knew everything’, yet he maintained an exterior of ignorance 
(about Sita) and generally behaved like a human being just in order to conform to the 
norms and laws of the world. (13) 


[Note—'The use of the epithet ‘the Son of the Wind God’ for Hanuman is very 
significant here. In a short while these messengers would come to the shore of the 
southern ocean, and they will have to overcome this formidable barrier in order to 
reach Lanka where Sita is held captive by Ravana. The ‘wind’ has the ability to ‘fly’ 
over the surface of the ocean without the latter obstructing its path in any way; on the 
contrary the wind lifts the water from the surface of the ocean to form huge waves 
that are then forced to follow the path taken by the wind. 

Hence, amongst all the warriors dispatched to bring news of Sita, it would 
only be possible for Hanuman to achieve success in this enterprise because he is the 
‘son of the wind god’, and hence has the unique quality possessed only by the ‘wind’, 
which is agility and speed, as well as the ability to fly unobstructed over the surface of 
the ocean; none of the others in the whole army of monkeys and bears had this rare 
ability. 

Use of this title was intended to remind Hanuman about his exalted 
inheritance; to tell him that he is the only one who has this singular and distinctive 
‘ability to fly or cruise like the wind’ that no one else has. So he is advised in a subtle 
manner to invoke this rare ability of his at the crucial time when the need would arise 
for someone to cross the ocean to find Sita; at that time he must remember that he is 
the *son of the wind god', and thus has the genes of the wind god that gives him the 
special skill which empowers him to cruise or fly over the surface of the ocean like 
the wind does. 

This will instill confidence and fearlessness in Hanuman's mind and heart as 
he would be sure that his celestial father, the ‘Wind God’ who is the Lord of the wind 
element, would come to his aid most willingly and with full might of his—as the 
mission of Hanuman was in line with the wishes of all the Gods who had prayed to 
Lord Vishnu eliminate the scourge of Ravana and his race of cruel demons, a prayer 
which the Lord answered by coming down in the form of Lord Ram and devising a 
device by way of Sita’ abduction by Ravana as a means towards fulfilling this 
objective. 

Not only crossing the ocean, this unique inheritance of Hanuman that he was 
the ‘son of the wind god’, and thus possessed the certain unique qualities of the ‘wind 
element’, would come in handy also when he lands on the soil of Lanka. He has to 
enter the strong fort of Lanka surreptitiously, roam around the city freely and 
undetected till he meets Sita, and then give a token of punishment to Ravana and the 
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demons by burning their city to cinders. All this needed the agility and fearlessness 
from captivity, the ability to surmount the greatest of obstacles with stealth and speed, 
have access to all corners and nooks, and a formidable punching power to fell the 
enemy—eclectic qualities that the ‘wind’ possesses. Everyone knows that the wind or 
the air can easily pass through the smallest fissure or minutest of cracks; it can go 
unhindered anywhere it likes with speed; it can be so strong as to bend and topple 
huge trees or raise waves in the ocean to great heights as is seen during powerful 
storms; it remains hidden from view even while making its presence felt by its mere 
touch, or by the sound it creates when moving rapidly, or when it creates havoc all 
around as during severe storms. 

And to top it all, when the time would come to spread the fire that would burn 
Lanka, ‘wind’ would be needed to fan the flames. 

To wit, the lineage of Hanuman as being the ‘son of the wind god’ was 
purposely invoked here. 


"Lord Ram had already judged the intelligence, prudence, wisdom and wit of 
Hanuman who had endeared himself to the Lord from the time they met first. 
Whenever a commander or an officer or a king needs some special work to be done 
that can't be done by a single person, he would appoint a group of persons to do it. 
While reviewing the skills of the individuals in this group, the commanding officer 
would zero in on a particular individual whom he thinks, by his personal experience 
and long time observation, to be the most qualified and best equipped to achieve 
success. So while a general order is given to the group and the assignment explained 
to them, this favourite individual is briefed separately and in detail—because the 
commanding officer feels that this individual is more likely to succeed. 

In the same manner, Lord Ram decided that it was Hanuman who would 
succeed in actually meeting Sita and bringing back news of her. So the Lord called 
him near and took him into confidence. 


*Now about this “finger-ring” (karamudrika). When Lord Ram had departed from his 
palace at Ayodhya he was completely attired as a hermit; he had discarded all 
paraphernalia that would indicate that he was a prince of a great kingdom, and had a 
grand royal heritage. He had doffed all his royal garments and shed all decorative 
ornaments normally worn by princes; he attired himself as a hermit who covers 
himself with plain ochre cloth, and kept only is bow and arrows along with the quiver 
as these had nothing with royalty but were as inseparable from a warrior as were the 
arms of his body. Though Sita also had worn simple clothes befitting the wife of a 
forest-dwelling sage, yet she retained some basic ornaments that are essential for a 
married lady to wear, and one such was her finger ring, the other was the sacred 
thread known as the ‘Mangal Sutra’, and the third was the ‘Chudamani’, a jewel worn 
on the crest of a diadem by queens but this term is also used for an ornament that 1s 
tucked in the thick plait of hair on the head of all married women. 

At the time when Lord Ram, Laxman (his younger brother) and Sita were 
taken across river Ganges by the boatman known as the Kewat, the Lord wanted to 
pay his charges, but he had nothing to give to Kewat. So Sita took off her finger ring 
and offered it to the Lord to give it to Kewat as his fee; the overwhelmed Kewat 
refused to accept this ring as he knew that the Lord was on his way to the forest and it 
would be absolutely wrong and exceptionally greedy to take his wife's finger ring in 
these circumstances; so he refused and the ring was returned. Sita did not take this 
ring back, as taking anything back once it is given as a gift to someone would be 
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wrong for her. So Lord Ram had no option but to keep the ring himself, for obviously 
he could not do anything else as there was no option left for him. This episode is 
narrated in Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Doha no. 102 along with Chaupai line 
nos. 1-8 that precede it. 

It is this very finger-ring that Lord Ram gave Hanuman to prove to Sita that he 
was indeed Lord Ram’s messenger by giving her this personal ring of hers which no 
one can return to her but Lord Ram, as the Lord was the only one who could have 
possessed it. Sita would immediately recognise the ring as being hers, it would dispel 
all doubts in her mind, and in turn it would instil confidence in her towards Hanuman. 
This is exactly what had happened when Hanuman met Sita—she had grave 
misgivings in the beginning but this finger-ring, aided by Hanuman narrating the 
details of Lord Ram’s story—from the time she left Ayodhya with Lord Ram and his 
younger brother Laxman, till the time she was separated from the Lord—made her 
fully convinced of his authenticity and integrity. We shall be reading these events in 
due course when we come to this point in our narrative. {However, for the sake of 
quick referral, the relevant verses from Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, are Doha 
no. 12—to Doha no. 13.} 

In Adhyatma Ramayan, Kishkindha Kand, Canto 6, verse no. 29 it is said that 
the finger ring which Lord Ram gave to Hanuman to be carried with him as an 
identification tool which would convince Sita that he was indeed Lord Ram’s 
messenger “had the initials of the Lord, i.e. the letters of the Lord’s name RAM, 
engraved in it”. This means that it was the ring which Lord Ram had given to Sita at 
the time of their marriage, because rings are exchanged during formalisation of a 
marriage. Since that time Sita had worn it, and it must have been the same ring that 
she gave to her husband Lord Ram to give to the boatman in lieu of his charges for 
taking them and Laxman across river Ganges. 


“To wit, when Lord Ram selected Hanuman for giving the ring as a token that would 
help him establish his identity before Sita, and also gave him the message that he 
needed to convey to her, Hanuman was exuberant with joy and felt exceptionally 
happy; his enthusiasm knew no bound, and he decided that he will do everything 
needed to live up to the trust that the Lord had reposed in him. Surely and certainly, 
Hanuman vowed in silence, he will never let the Lord down. Hanuman enshrined the 
Lord inside his heart like one consecrates a deity in a shrine. 


‘Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-5 that precede Doha no. 
24 where we have already read that everything was pre-planned by Lord Ram as it 
was necessary so that the cause of torments of the gods can be eliminated—31i.e. 
Ravana and his evil demons can be slayed. 

Once again in Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line no. 6 that 
precede Doha no. 27 it is explicitly mentioned that “Lord Ram knew everything that 
was happening” at the time when Sita asked him to go behind the decoy golden deer 
and bring it to her. 

The use of the word “suratrata” for Lord Ram is also of significance. The 
Lord is on a mission to end the torments of the gods that Ravana had inflicted upon 
them. So therefore, inspite of knowing everything, Lord Ram had to maintain secrecy 
for success in killing Ravana and his clan of cruel demons. The reason is that if 
Ravana got the hint who the Lord actually was, or that some powerful spy-warrior 
(i.e. Hanuman) was about to penetrate his fort and enter Lanka, and that he would 
burn it to ashes, then it was sure that he would immediately take preventive measures, 
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such reinforce his defenses and barricade the entrance points more carefully, hide Sita 
somewhere else, and take all precautionary measures to prevent the burning of the city 
by the invader. 

Hence, it was of utmost importance to keep everything under wraps and go 
about the mission as silently as possible. ] 


a0. del Wael sm Gist Altar ar ft ale i 
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doha. 


cale sakala bana khojata sarita sara giri khoha. 
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All the monkeys and bears departed on their mission to search Sita. They searched for 
her everywhere, in the forests and the wilderness, rivers and streams, ponds and lakes, 
mountains and hills along with their caves and ravines. 

Their mind and heart were so involved in Lord Ram’s mission that they were 
not even conscious of their own bodies and its comforts. [To wit, they did not bother 
to rest, eat or sleep; they relentlessly continued with their search day and night. 
Neither the heat of the sun or the darkness of the night could stop them, nor the wild 
animals could distract them in their path or the vagaries of Nature could slow their 
progress.] (Doha no. 23) 


Section 6.1.6: One group sent out to search for Sita finally reaches the 
shore of the ocean and meets Sampati who tells them about Sita being 
held captive in Lanka. It is then decided to send Hanuman across the 
ocean to Lanka to ascertain facts, and come back with a first-hand report 
of Sita: 


This privileged group of reconnoitring team headed to the south. They were full of 
enthusiasm and brimming with zeal and confidence. On the way they felt extremely 
thirsty and hungry, and searching for some refreshment they met a hermitress inside a 
splendid cave. She used her mystical powers that can transfer an individual from one 
point to another by transcendental means to transport this group directly to the shore 
of the southern ocean. A most fearful sight met them: they faced a formidable barrier 
in the form of an endless ocean, mighty and un-crossable as it was, that stopped their 
further progress. 

The group was utterly frustrated and dismayed; they were in low spirits and at 
the end of their wits as they were certain that they had no chance of success any 
longer; for fate seemed to have stone-walled their progress and dashed all their hopes. 
Just at this despairing moment they met Sampati, an old vulture and an elder brother 
of Jatau who had died while trying to protect Sita as she was being taken away by 
Ravana. 

When Sampati learned of the developments he, after paying his last respects to 
his younger brother Jatau, flew high in the sky, and by the virtue of the ability of 
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seeing long distances that all vultures are endowed with, he could descry Sita sitting 
forlorn and distressed under a tree in a garden in Lanka. So anyone who could cross 
the mighty barrier in the form of the ocean and reach Lanka would be able to meet 
Sita. 

The group huddled together to determine who among them was skilled and 
qualified enough to achieve this daunting task. The unanimous choice was Hanuman; 
so he was assigned this job. He confidently launched himself across the water of the 
ocean, flying over its surface like a plane or a cruise missile, and landed on the soil of 
Lanka. En-route however he faced some obstacles which he easily overcame. 


These developments are narrated in Ram Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, from 
Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 24—to Doha no. 30 as follows:- 


do. mak erg Aira & Yer pura Ae UH usn wer i 9 t 
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caupat. 


katahum hō'i nisicara sai bheta. prana lehirn ēka ēka capeta. 1. 
bahu prakara giri kanana herahirn. ko'u muni mila'i tahi saba ghérahim. 2. 


As they moved ahead on their mission, they talked loudly and animatedly amongst 
themselves, declaring that ‘If we meet the demon (who has stolen Sita) anywhere and 
under any circumstance, we will kill him by each of us fiercely slapping and viciously 
cuffing him, one by one of us in turn.’ (1) 


They searched the mountains and hills as well as the forests thoroughly and in all 
possible ways. Wherever they met some sage or hermit!, they surrounded him (to ask 
him if he knew anything of Sita, as exalted sages and hermits are known to have 
insight into everything). (2) 


[Note— There were not many sages and hermits living in these parts out of fear of 
demons. But still here and there, in isolated and secluded pockets on the hills and in 
the forests, the monkeys and bears did find a few sages and hermits. So they 
surrounded them and asked for any help or guidance they could give. 

But it appears that none of them were of any help; either no one knew where 
Sita had been taken away, or even if they knew they preferred to keep silent out of 
fear of the demons' wrath.] 
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The reconnoitring team was exhausted by thirst (and hunger); its members were very 
agitated and dying for water. They searched in vain for water, and in this desperation 
and agitated state of mind they got lost in the middle of the wild forest. (3) 


Hanuman thought to himself that all of them would die for want of water to drink. (4) 
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cadhi giri sikhara cahüm disi dekha. bhümi bibara ēka kautuka pekha. 5. 
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So he (Hanuman) climbed atop a hill and looked carefully in all the directions. On one 
side he descried a strange and mysterious view around a cave-like opening (a hole or 
a cavity) in the ground that marvelled him with excessive marvel. (5) 


[What did he see?] He could descry many types of water-birds such as Chakravaks 
(birds that go round and round over water bodies such as ponds and lakes; the ruddy- 
goose, the hummingbird or the howkmoth), Baks (herons), and Hans (swans) 
hovering over the mouth of the hole, and he could also observe that some of these 
birds as well as other birds were entering and leaving this cave-like opening’. [He 
observed other birds also that usually flock to water bodies where flowers bloom and 
ripe fruits are to be found in abundance.] (6) 


[Note—'Hanuman was intelligent and wise; he concluded that this was a clear sign of 
the presence of water inside this hole. He gazed at this marvelous sight to confirm it 
was not a mirage, and when he was sure it was for real, he was exhilarated and 
exulted with excess of joy as this sight indicated availability of water, and 
consequently of life. 

‘Eureka’, he exclaimed to his waiting companions, ‘Water has been found'!] 
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The son of the wind god descended hastily from the summit of the hill and summoned 
all his companions to come with him to the top and see the sight for themselves. (7) 


The group put Hanuman in the lead and immediately started for that cave-like hole, 
and as soon as they reached it, all of them entered it without delaying even for a 
moment. (8) 


[Note— From the start itself, Hanuman's courage and valour, as well as his patient 
handling of adversities, has started showing. It was he who did not just lament for 
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water but ran up the hill to look for it; it was he who was chosen to lead the group to 
the cave and enter it first. 

The cave was dark and damp inside; an exceptional courage and an ability to 
sense danger was needed to move ahead inside it in pitch darkness and explore it. So 
all the monkeys and bears held each other’s hands to form a line, and Hanuman led 
them from the front. He moved on inside the labyrinthine cave very cautiously, 
feeling his way along and keeping all his senses on the alert to catch any tell-tale signs 
of either danger, so that precautionary measures can be taken, or of water so that they 
can move in that direction through the tunnels. ] 
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Ultimately they saw a wide open space deep inside the splendid cavern (or perhaps 
this cave ended here) where they found a magnificent garden and a wonderful pond in 
which many lotus flowers bloomed. 

Nearby they perceived a temple-like structure in which sat an exalted 
hermitress who appeared to be an embodiment of spiritual energy and dynamism 
inherent in Tapa (austerity and penances) that she was engaged in doing'. (Doha no. 
24) 


[Note—'This story of the reconnoitring party discovering a fairy-tale like wondrous 
garden of a splendid view deep inside a mysterious cave in a desolate forest, complete 
with a wonderful pond and an astoundingly magnificent surrounding unexpected in an 
underground labyrinth of dark-and-gloomy tunnels and vestibules, mirrors the 
fascinating adventure narrated in the 652" and the 653"! night of the legendary classic 
“Tale of One Thousand One Arabian Nights" where Prince Ahmed meets the fairy 
Princess Peri-Banu of the Jinns inside one such magical ‘fairy-cave’.] 
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The team (of monkeys and bears) bowed their head to her from a distance’. The 
hermitress then enquired of them who they were and why they had come here, thereat 
he (i.e. Hanuman as he was leading the group) briefed her about everything related to 
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the reason why they had come in this direction, why they had entered the cave, and 
what their future objective was. (1) 


When she heard everything, she advised them to refresh themselves by drinking the 
water (of the lake), and then eat to their content fruits, ripe, succulent and sweet, that 
were available in abundance at the place (inside the garden). (2) 


The group took a bath and ate sweets fruits; after refreshing themselves all of them 
went near the hermitress?. (3) 


[Note— The monkeys and bears “bowed to the hermitress from a distance" because 
they were strangers to her, and neither were they sure how they would be received by 
her, whether she would welcome them or become annoyed at this intrusion into her 
privacy unannounced. The distance was also maintained for showing respect to a 
hermitress who was sitting in a meditative posture as described in Doha no. 24 herein 
above. 


*By the affable manner in which the hermitress received the group, listened to their 
story with concern, and then affectionately showed them water and fruit trees had by 
now convinced all of the monkeys and bears that they were in a friendly company, 
that there is nothing to fear from this mystical woman. So though in the beginning 
they had stood at some distance to bow their heads to her, but now, after being 
refreshed with a bath, drinking water and eating fruits, they came near to her.] 
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Now it was the turn of the hermitress to narrate her own story! to the team of visitors, 
the monkeys and bears, which she did. 

Then she said to them, *Now I shall go where Lord Ram, the Lord of the 
Raghus (raghura'?), is. (4) 


All of you must close your eyes in order to get out of this cavern; don't worry, for by- 
and-by you will indeed find Sita’. (5) 


The brave warriors closed their eyes as instructed, and when they opened it they 
found themselves standing on the shore of the (southern) ocean’. (6) 


[Note—'A brief introduction about this “hermitress”: Her name was ‘Swayam 
Prabha’, literally meaning ‘a lady who shines from the radiance of her own glory’. 

Her story is narrated in Adhyatma Ramayan, Kishkindha Kand, Canto 6, verse 
nos. 51-57. In short it is this: Some long time in the past Vishwakarma, the architect 
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of gods, had a wife named Hema. She was beautiful, and an expert in the art of music 
and dance. She had pleased Lord Shiva with this skill of hers, and the Lord gifted her 
a magnificent but secret place where no one had access. The hermitress whom the 
troop of monkeys and bears searching for Sita had come to meet deep inside the 
cavern was a friend of Hema, and her name was ‘Swayam Prabha’. 

Swayam Prabha was the daughter of a Gandharva (celestial musician) named 
Dibya, and she had tarried at this place with her friend Hema for a very long time, 
roughly ten million years. At the time of departing for heaven (i.e. at the time of her 
death and going to heaven, in the Brahma-Loka), Hema advised Swayam Prabha to 
remain behind alone and do Tapa (penances and austerities), with the intention of one 
day finding deliverance and salvation by having a divine view of Lord Vishnu, the 
Supreme Being, who would come down as Lord Ram. At that future date, the Lord 
would come to the forest in order to fulfil some promise he would have made to the 
gods earlier, and here in the wild his consort would be stolen by the demons, monkey 
messengers would be dispatched to find her and they would come and meet her. She 
should then help them by showing the path, and go to meet Lord Ram herself. Then 
she should pray to the Lord and seek his blessings that would entitle her to go the the 
heavenly abode of Lord Vishnu. 

However, the story of this hermitress as narrated in Valmiki’s Ramayan, 
Kishkindha Kand, Canto 51, verse nos. 10-18 differs from above. According to it the 
story is as follows: There was a demon named Mayavi. This stupendously beautiful 
garden was created by him using his magical powers, and it was embellished in gold. 
The shrine in which the hermitress was sitting when the team of monkeys and bears 
arrived was constructed in gold by another demon of great architectural skills; his 
name was Vishwakarma. He had done Tapa for one thousand years in a dense forest 
and pleased the creator Brahma, from whom he acquired all the construction skills of 
Sukracharya, the Guru of the demons. The demon Maya lived in this wonderful place 
for quite some time, but ultimately he was slayed when he got passionately involved 
with an Apsara (nymph of the heaven; the damsels in the court of the gods) named 
Hema and kept her as his mistress. After Maya’s death, the creator Brahma gifted this 
garden to Hema in memory of her former lover Maya. 

The hermitress the reconnoitring team found inside this cave was named 
‘Swayam Prabha’. She was a friend of Hema, and she had promised the latter to look 
after her home when she was gone. It was on one such occasion that the group of Lord 
Ram's messengers found her inside this cave as narrated in the story of the Ramayan. 


?To wit, this is literally a one-way cave, and once one gets inside it one cannot find 
one’s way out of it. I know its mystical secret, and the only way out is via a 
transcendental mean which I only possess and you probably don’t. Hence, it will be 
futile for you to try to find an exit or retrace your steps in order to get out. So listen to 
me: just close your eyes and I shall employ my magical powers to transport you in an 
instant to a place where you wish to go—which would be the place from where you 
can find Sita. In the meantime, I will also quit this place and go meet Lord Ram, for I 
had been waiting here patiently for the Lord to come so I can be of some help in 
aiding him to successfully accomplish his mission. Now since this is done—as I shall 
instantaneously place you near your destination from where Sita can be easily 
found—my objective in life is done, and after paying my obeisance to the Lord I shall 
proceed wherever the Lord instructs me to tarry. So rejoice and be ready. Now you 
will not have to wander aimlessly in the wild, as the distance to your destination is 
quite a distance, and then you aren’t even aware where it is; but now you shall be 
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saved of all the time and the trouble endured to travel through the unknown landscape 
before you can reach the land which will serve your purpose. 

And take heart, have courage. You will succeed in your mission of finding 
Sita. 


*Like the magical way individuals were transported by Jinns in the many tales of the 
“One Thousand One Arabian Nights”, the group of monkeys and bears suddenly 
found themselves standing on the shore of the southern ocean. The roaring and 
heaving ocean stretched before them like an insurmountable barrier, a monster facing 
them with its arms spreading to the left and the right in a formidable challenge to their 
might, strength and courage, teasing them to their wits end, and horrifying them of the 
certain failure that stares them on this frontier. 

The overwhelmed group gazed at the ocean in awe as they stood in stunned 
silence, dumbfounded into numbness of the senses, for they knew aught naught what 
to and what not to. | 
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The hermitress, in the meantime, went to where Lord Raghunath (“raghunatha”; Sri 
Ram) was!, and bowed her head at the lotus-like feet of the Lord. (7) 


She offered her prayers to the Lord in various ways, and the Lord, seeing her devotion 
and accepting her submission, granted her the boon of having an eternal, true and 
unwavering form of Bhakti (devotion for the Lord). (8) 


[Note— Where was Lord Ram? He was on Mt. Pravarshan, waiting for the news of 
Sita that the messengers sent by him would finally bring.] 
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The hermitress (Swayam Prabha) bowed her head as a token of obedience to the 
Lord's commands (prabhu agya dhari sisa), and then, having enshrined Lord Ram's 
holy feet in her heart, the holy feet that are revered and worshipped (bandata) even 
by the creator Brahma (aja) and Lord Shiva (1sa), she went to the holy cite known as 
‘Badrivan’ (in the higher reaches of the Himalaya mountain ranges)’. (Doha no. 25) 
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[Note—'Lord Ram first blessed her with steady Bhakti, and then instructed her to 
proceed to Badri-van, a forested area in the upper reaches of the northern Himalayas, 
to dwell there and devote her time practicing Bhakti and Tapa. The hermitress obeyed 
the Lord’s instructions and proceeded forthwith to the place directed by the Lord. 

As we have already learnt, she had the magical, supernatural power by which 
she could transport anyone by the transcendental method, as she had herself assured 
the messengers of Lord Ram inside the cave when she told them that though it is not 
possible for them to go out once they had entered it, nevertheless if they close their 
eyes and repose faith in her then she would herself work some magic charm and 
transport them instantaneously to the place they desire. 

So obviously she used this supernatural powers herself first to go to Lord 
Ram, and then to proceed to Badrivan. This place is a revered pilgrim place in 
northern India, and is commonly known as Badrinath. It is said to the gateway to 
heaven, for it is believed that if Tapa is done here then one is sure to attain a heavenly 
abode. | 
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saba mili kahahim paraspara bata. binu sudhi la'em karaba ka bhrata. 2. 


Here meanwhile (i.e. on the shore of the ocean where the search party of Lord Ram 
had been miraculously transported by the hermitress using her mystical powers of 
transcendental transfer), the Kapis (monkeys along with their bear companions) 
became pensive and began to worry that the time frame (of one month fixed by 
Sugriv) had passed away and yet they haven't been able to do any worthwhile work. 


(1) 


They got together in a huddle and murmured in a sombre mood, “Brother, what shall 
we now do if we are not able to acquire any information (of Sita).' (2) 


[Note--The group lamented that one whole month has elapsed and still they have no 
information of Sita. So worried as they were, they got together into a consultation— 
what was the best course open to them now. Their worst fear was not the expiration of 
the one-month period, but not finding the whereabouts of Sita, for they knew that 
though it was too late for them now to return empty handed, as it is quite certain that 
their king Sugriv will then keep his threat and give them capital punishment should 
they do so, but if Sita is yet discovered, and then they are late in returning, there 
would be nothing to fear as Sugriv will spare them for being late because of the 
success in the mission, understanding that such unusually difficult enterprises may 
entail transgression of arbitrarily fixed time frame for accomplishment. ] 
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kaha angada locana bhari bari. duhumi prakara bha'i mrtyu hamari. 3. 

iham na sudhi sita kai pa’. uham ga'emi marihi kapirā'ī. 4. 

pita badhe para marata mohi. rakha rama nihora na Ohi. 5. 

puni puni angada kaha saba pahim. marana bhaya'u kachu sansaya nahim. 6. 


Angad (the nephew of Sugriv and the son of his elder brother Baali) said with tears 
filled in his eyes (and with a grieving and remorseful tone), *Our death seems certain 
either way, in both the situations. (3) 


Here we have not been able to get any information of Sita (which would have assured 
us indemnity from punishment or even death at Sugriv's hand), and if we go back, the 
king of the monkeys (Sugriv) would kill us all’. (4) 


He (Sugriv) would have killed me soon after having slayed my father (Baali), but it 
was Lord Ram who had saved me at that time. So Sugriv has done no obligation on 
me and has no merit on my account, and I owe nothing to him in return." (5) 


[Angad grieved and lamented sorely with excess of grief; he was extremely depressed 
and dejected. He could not suppress his own sorrows as well as his worry about the 
gloomy fate of his companions so much so that he repeatedly lamented aloud.] 

Angad repeatedly said to all of them who had huddled together around them, 
that death is a certainty, and there seems to be no doubt about it. (6) 


[Note— The reader would recall Sugriv's warning in this regard: that if anyone 
returns without any news of Sita after the stipulated time of one month, then he would 
be given capital punishment. (Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, Chaupai 
line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 22 earlier.) 

Though it is certainly true that this threat may have been meant to instil a 
sense of urgency and importance in the messengers who were sent out with the 
mission of searching Sita, and to keep them on their toes so that the matter is 
expedited as soon as possible without undue and inordinate delay, but in practical 
terms Sugriv did not intend to actually implement it. He was a King, and this being 
the case he would have to take many factors into consideration before carrying out 
such a cruel action, virtually a genocide, as to kill thousands of his warriors for simply 
not being able to find the location of a foreigner's wife, because for all practical 
purposes Lord Ram was a foreigner as far as Kishkindha and its inhabitants were 
concerned. There were chances therefore of mutiny, and Sugriv being taken a hostage 
by the angry soldiers many of whom may not have been too favourably inclined 
towards him, specially those who were favourable to his elder brother Baali whom 
Sugriv killed with the aid of Lord Ram to ascend on the throne of Kishkindha. 

It is also possible that this severe stricture of Sugriv that all the messengers 
must find Sita by the month's end or come back, or else he would kill them if they 
returned without her news after the expiry of this period, was only meant to please 
Lord Ram and Laxman who had by now become suspicious of Sugriv's intentions and 
also angry at him for the delay and not keeping his promise of sending heralds 
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everywhere till now. {Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, Doha no. 18 
along with Chaupai line nos. 4-8 that precede it.} 

But the monkeys and bears were not too sure as they doubted Sugriv’s mind 
and nature. He was very selfish as is evident from the very fact that he had neglected 
Lord Ram’s work once he got the throne, as well as the fact that he had no regrets at 
taking a stranger’s help to kill his own brother Baali just to get this throne. So no one 
could be sure if he would kill this group of messengers if he fancied it. 

What would weigh in favour of Sugriv’s such a horrible decision, if he decides 
to actually take it? For one, he would find a ready excuse to kill Angad, his slain 
brother’s son, as Sugriv had the greatest fear of revenge from him. This is a fact as 
reiterated by Angad himself when he asserts that Sugriv was on the brink of killing 
him when he was saved by Lord Ram. 

The other possibility was that some other group would have found Sita and 
return triumphant to the kingdom, in which case too Sugriv will not spare them. 

But here, overcome with sorrow and depression as he was, Angad had erred, 
for he did not ponder on the point that Sugriv would never contemplate of killing his 
trusted aid Hanuman, as well as Jamvant, the old bear king and Sugriv’s trusted 
advisor; that would be beyond imagination. 


^We see in this verse (no. 5) that the greatest fear of death is in the heart of Angad. He 
feels certain that their failure to find Sita would give his uncle Sugriv a ready-made 
excuse to get rid of him (Angad), even in case he (Sugriv) finds some subterfuge to 
excuse or pardon the others. Why so? It is because Sugriv feared that some day Angad 
would surreptitiously provoke internal rebellion or even assassinate his uncle Sugriv 
to grab the throne in order to exact retribution for the killing of his father Baali by 
Sugriv. 

Angad therefore presented a perennial danger for Sugriv, so he thought he 
would be the primary target of his threat to kill. 

Another question is this: How would Sugriv explain and justify that he had 
killed Angad and spared others if he indeed singled out Angad for the killing? Well, 
Angad was a prince, and as such, in deference to his position in the hierarchy, was put 
in charge of the group we are dealing with. So in case the mission fails and the group 
had to be punished, it would seem quite normal to punish the commander and the 
responsible person instead of all the other members of the group. Even in today’s 
world it is the senior-most officer who bears the brunt of censorship and 
condemnation for the failure of a mission or any project gone awry, on the behalf of 
all those who are under his command. 

So either way, Angad felt that he is the most unfortunate being—for one, he 
lost his father, and two, he would be publicly killed this time with Lord Ram 
refraining from protecting him as he had failed to do the Lord’s personal work. This 
scenario, however, was the product of fear, for nothing of this sort would have been 
allowed by Lord Ram who is an embodiment of mercy, compassion, munificence, 
benevolence, beneficence, love and grace. But the ghost of fear is overwhelming, and 
it robs all reasoning. 

But Angad’s fears were unfounded and misplaced; Sugriv had no such intention of 
eliminating Angad as he is believed to have had by the latter as can be judged from 
the following: 

(a) Sugriv had sent Hanuman and Jamvant, as well as Nal and Neel along with 
Angad, and these warriors were his close confidantes and trusted companions. Had 
Sugriv any sort of evil design on his nephew Angad, he would have sent him with 
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some other group consisting of junior messengers, but not with his senior and trusted 
commanders, as there were countless other groups sent on the errand of finding Sita 
besides the group Angad accompanied. If success in the mission of finding Sita was to 
be attained then this particular company was most qualified for it. So therefore no 
insult was shown to Angad or his stature as the prince of the kingdom was 
undermined; in fact he was made the head of this reconnoitring team that had almost 
all the senior nobles and knights, as it were, of the kingdom of Kishkindha. 

(b) Sugriv was well aware of Hanuman’s and Jamvant’s scrupulous nature, 
bravery and strength; they would never allow any harm to come to Angad, who was 
their prince, especially more so as he had lost his father which made them all very 
sympathetic and extremely considerate towards him. They would lay down their own 
lives to protect Angad. 

(c) Angad had already received Lord Ram’s protection, as he himself 
acknowledges in verse no. 5. So therefore, Sugriv would never ever dare to even think 
of touching Angad’s single hair if nothing else then at least for this one single 
reason—that he has Lord Ram’s protective shield covering him. ] 
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angada bacana sunata kapi bira. boli na sakahim nayana baha nira. 7. 
chana ēka soca magana ho'i rahe. puni asa bacana kahata saba bha'e. 8. 
hama sita kai sudhi linhern bina. nahim jaihaim jubaraja prabina. 9. 

asa kahi lavana sindhu tata ja’. baithe kapi saba darbha dasa’. 10. 


Hearing the words of lamentations and grief spoken by Angad, all the Kapi warriors 
were so overcome with sorrow and remorse that none could speak a word even as 
tears welled up in their eyes. (7) 


They were stunned and stupefied into dumbness for a moment, contemplating on the 
gravity of the situation and the fate that stares them in the face!. Soon they recovered 
themselves and got their wits together; then all of them spoke simultaneously in a 
unanimous voice’. (8) 


*Oh Prince who is wise and intelligent; listen to our firm resolve: we will not go back 
without acquiring information about the whereabouts of Sita?!" (9) 


Saying this, all the Kapis went near the shore of the salty ocean, spread sitting mats 
made of kush grass on the ground, and sat on it (with a firm determination not to turn 
back)^. (10) 


[Note—'The way Angad spoke with a heavy heart and choked throat, all the members 
of the group were emotionally affected; they empathised with his sorrow and grief, 
and mirrored his emotions and fears. The prospect of certain death upon return home 
on the one end, and an equal certainty of failure in the mission on the other hand, 
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struck all of them with a doubling force of dismay and gloom, compounded with no 
hope in sight. 


*But though initially they had felt lost and forlorn, they soon recovered as brave and 
courageous warriors are expected to in the face of adversities. And by this time round 
they had made a firm and unanimous resolution. What was it? They declare it in the 
following verse. 


?The Kapis promised Angad, “We are determined to find Sita and return safely with 
the good news, or else we would prefer to live in exile with you. Don’t lament and 
grieve oh noble Prince; we are not going to die, and neither are we to be separated 
from each other. Take heart and gather your courage. But there is no point in sitting 
and weeping like a child. Let’s get up and get cracking, for we have nothing to lose 
either way.” 


“The warriors sat down to make a stern vow, a sort of fasting unto death, a hunger- 
strike, that either they would overcome the barrier of the ocean that obstructs their 
path and prevents them from proceeding further, or they would end their lives here, 
putting an ignominious scar and a blackish taint on the face of the patron god of the 
ocean that he had been instrumental in taking the life of so many innocent creatures 
who were out doing a noble duty for their Lord. It was a sort of non-violent agitation 
done peacefully like we observe even in today’s modern society when people think 
that the government of the day won't listen to their pleas and justified demands, and 
they don’t have the power to confront the might of those in authority and power; so 
the only option left to the citizens is to sit on a hunger strike or fast till death in an 
attempt to bring some sense to the stone-hearted stubborn rulers. ] 
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Observing Angad's state of mind of abject desperation, despair and hopelessness, 
Jamvant (the old chief of the bears) spoke to him wise words of wisdom especially 
meant to rejuvenate his sinking spirits and to reassure him. (11) 


Jamvant said, ‘My dear (tata)! Don't treat Lord Ram a human being; know him to be 
the supreme Brahm, the formless supreme Lord of creation who is without attributes 
(nirguna brahma), the almighty Lord who is invincible (ajita) as well as eternal and 
unborn (aja). 

[To wit, Lord Ram is a human manifestation of the Supreme Being; he is not 
any ordinary prince of any kingdom though he looks like one. The Lord has cast a veil 
of Maya, the cloud of delusions over the whole world so that his true identity remains 
secret. This illusion is necessary to accomplish the mammoth task for which the Lord 
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had to assume a human form; the cruel Ravana and his demon horde will not be 
eliminated otherwise.] (12) 


We those who serve the Lord are extremely and singularly fortunate to have got this 
stellar service; we are the lucky ones indeed to be able to regularly serve and be 
devoted to the visible form of the Supreme Being, the Brahm, whose primary form is 
invisible and cosmic in nature’. (13) 


[Note—'Jamvant, the bear chief, was moved by Angad’s lamentations; he felt 
extremely sad when he observed the utterly forlorn and dejected condition of his, for 
he empathised with Angad. So therefore Jamvant went close and put his arms around 
Angad, affectionately speaking to him in order to raise his spirits and inspire hope and 
encouragement inside his bosom. 

Jamvant said to Angad, “Son; you must not lose hope. I would have kept 
quiet, but I couldn’t restrain myself seeing your abject condition that seems to have 
reached alarming proportions. Remember dear: you are our captain and leader; if you 
go down the dumps so easily and sit down to weep and lament like a stricken person, 
what will happen to the rest of the group that depends upon your guidance and moral 
support. It ought to be you who must shore up others’ sinking spirits and encourage 
them if they lose hope and feel dejected, and here on the contrary I see that you 
yourself seem to be sinking. 

So come on Angad; cheer up and get up. Understand that you are on the 
mission of the Lord who is the Supreme Commander and the Ruler of the whole 
world; this being the case is it not an irony, something to laugh at and a matter of 
shame on our pride that you, being a brave and courageous prince yourself, should 
behave so meekly and hopelessly as if you were a servant of a weakling or a coward 
yourself? Hence, get your acts together and hold your chin up high; remember all 
other monkeys and bears are looking up to you for support and courage; their lives 
and hopes rest with you. I am sure you will live up to your reputation, duties and 
responsibilities. Be bold and courageous; be an excellent example to the rest of our 
group. 

And why are you so affright that Sugriv would kill you; haven’t you yourself 
acknowledged just now that Lord Ram had saved your life the first time, and don’t 
you have trust in the Lord that he would do it again and again, that the all-merciful 
and compassionate Lord would never allow any harm to come to you? Perish any 
other contradictory thought if by some delusion or wrong understanding any such evil 
thing had even fleetingly touched your mind; banish it immediately. Remember: the 
Lord would take upon himself any evil eye that may be dared cast upon you; rest 
assured of it. I am old and experienced, and I love you to an extent that at least I 
won't either betray or mislead you. 

Why are you so despondent, desolate and gloomy; why are you on a tailspin of 
depression and hopelessness? You are amongst friends and brothers; you are not 
abandoned and forgotten. We will never ever leave you alone and escape to save our 
own skins; we will live and die with you—it’s my word of honour, and so it is the 
resolve of all our companions here. 

Can’t you see that all members of our group have tears in their eyes when they 
see you sad and hear you talk of dying at the hands of Sugriv? Don’t you see that they 
have cast their lot with you, that they have spread sitting mats on the ground around 
you, keeping you in the center, so that no one can touch you without first fighting 
with all of us? In god’s name, why do you feel scared and abandoned? 
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Angad; what has happened to you? Listen: we are brave, bold and honourable 
watriors, not contemptible cowards and spine-less sycophant courtiers who would 
bend over backwards to please their lord and king; we have our scruples and 
principles. We take the enemy in his face, and we face all adversities with a high chin; 
we don’t show either of them our backs. 

So say my dear, how come you even allowed such demeaning and degrading 
thoughts to enter your mind, that Sugriv would kill you, that we will not find Sita, that 
we will all die, that all hope is lost? 

Cheer up; look up. Let us strive to devise a device to get around the 

unexpected obstacle in the form of this ocean, instead of lamenting and cursing our 
fates; the way you are behaving does not behove us on any count whatsoever; it will 
bring shame to all of us. We are all with you, and together we can surmount the 
greatest of obstacles that dares to challenge us. 
You must act with dignity and fortitude, you must show exemplary courage and 
patience, you must present a stellar example of resilience and equanimity when faced 
with adversities and seemingly insurmountable difficulties, as these are the virtues 
that distinguishes a noble soul, and wherein lie an individual’s glory for which he is 
remembered for all times to come. A person’s manliness and strength of character lie 
in facing circumstances with his chin high up, and not timidly buckling his knees in 
defeat and surrender even before the final results are out. 

My dear Angad; remember that fortune smiles on them who are courageous 
and brave, and not on cowards and runaways. A person is remembered and honoured 
for the smile he bears on his face when he emerges from the gravest of situations that 
are most daunting, and a fate that is malevolent and intractable, and not for the smile 
he bears for emerging from the comfort zone of favourable situations or a fate that is 
benevolent on him.” 

It must be remembered by the reader at this juncture that Jamvant was actually 
Brahma, the creator of this world. His external appearance such as his old age, his 
wisdom and experience, his calm and thoughtful manners etc.—all mirrored this fact. 
So when Jamvant himself assured Angad, the latter felt relieved. He sighed and took a 
deep breath; fresh tears of hope and expectation of life moistened his eyes. ] 
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nija iccham’ prabhu avatara'i sura mahi go dvija lagi. 
saguna upasaka sanga taham rahahim moccha saba tyagi. 26. 


The Lord has manifested himself in a human form for the good and happiness of the 
gods, mother earth and the cows (representing defenceless and humble creatures)’. 
Those devotees who prefer to worship the Supreme Being in his visible form 
that has attributes and can be easily related with in practical terms in this gross world, 
so that these devotees can enjoy company of the Lord they adore (as compared to 
those who prefer to worship the Lord in his invisible cosmic form that is all- 
pervading, sublime and subtle, a form known as ‘pure Consciousness’, but which is 
inaccessible, too abstract and intractable for a common creature)—such devotees 
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would gladly bargain even the fruit of Moksha (deliverance, emancipation and 
salvation of the soul) if they are given the choice of serving the Lord’. (Doha no. 26) 


[Note—'The demons led by Ravana had unleashed a reign of terror and mayhem. 
When their horrors transgressed limits of tolerance, the gods and the earth approached 
Lord Vishnu to intercede on their behalf and give them protection. The Lord had then 
promised them that he would come down personally and eliminate Ravana and his 
demon hordes. To fulfil his promise, Lord Vishnu manifested himself as Lord Ram. 
This episode is narrated in Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 4 that 
precedes Doha no. 184—to Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 187. 


*But primarily there is no difference between the two forms of the Supreme Lord— 
i.e. his visible form here in this mortal world as Lord Ram, and his cosmic invisible 
form as Lord Vishnu. This fact is reiterated by Lord Shiva in Ram Charit Manas, Baal 
Kand, (i) Chaupai line nos. 1-8 that precede Doha no. 116; and (ii) Doha no. 118 
along with Chaupai line nos. 4-8 that precede it. 

The devotees are given an easy opportunity to attain liberation and deliverance 
from the miseries and sorrows associated with life in this mortal world by 
remembering and singing the stories related to the visible manifestation of the 
Supreme Being, as this form of the Lord can easily be understood and recalled even 
by an ordinary creature—refer: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that 
precedes Doha no. 122. 

To wit, all devotees worship the same Lord, albeit in different forms in 
accordance to their liking and preferences. It is like the case of viewing the sky with 
glasses of different shades of colour: if we see through a blue glass we say the sky is 
blue, and if through a green-shaded glass, we see the same sky coloured green. 

The “saguna upasaka” is a devotee who worships and adores the form of the 
Lord God that is visible, has attributes and familiar to him, while the “nirguna 
upasaka” is the devotee who worships and adores the invisible cosmic form of the 
Lord that has no attributes, is all-pervading and subtle, a form that is so abstract that 
no one can claim that he is fully familiar with it. 

It is always easier and better to reach the unknown from what is well known, 
understand what is unfamiliar after first coming to grasp fully with what is familiar, 
rather than the other way round. So therefore, a wise devotee is one who first 
develops devotion, faith and love for the Lord God through the medium of the Lord’s 
‘saguna form’, and then gradually evolves to a higher plane where he can have natural 
devotion, faith and love for the ‘nirguna form’ of the same Lord God. If the 
foundation of any building is firm and based on solid ground, its superstructure will 
also be firm, no matter how high this building may rise into the air. ] 
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ēhi bidhi katha kahahirn bahu bhamiti. giri kandaram suni sampati. 1. 

bahera ho'i dekhi bahu kisa. mohi ahara dinha jagadisa. 2. 

aju sabahi kahanř bhacchana kara'üm. dina bahu cale ahara binu mara'üm. 3. 
kabahum na mila bhari udara ahara. aju dinha bidhi ekahim bara. 4. 


In this way, the group of monkeys (and bears) were talking aloud amongst themselves 
on different aspects of the situation and their fate. 

Their chatter was heard by a vulture named Sampati! (Jatau's elder brother) 
who lived inside a cave on the side of the mountain (facing the ocean). (1) 


He (Sampati) came out to investigate from whence the noise came. When he saw a 
large number of monkeys (and bears)? animatedly talking on the shore of the ocean, 
down the slope of the mountain, he felt glad and said to himself, ‘It’s good that the 
Creator has granted me something to feed upon. (2) 


I would devour all of them today itself, for I have been starving for many days during 
which I have had nothing to eat. (3) 


I had never had enough food to fill my stomach on any day, but the Creator has been 
so generous with me today that he had recompensed me by granting enough food to 
fill my empty tummy all at once.’ (4) 


[Note—'Sampati would tell his own story to the team of monkeys and bears soon 
when he meets them—see Chaupai line nos. 1-10 that precedes Doha no. 28 herein 
below. His story is narrated in greater detail in Adhyatma Ramayan, Kishkindha 
Kand, Canto 8. 

According to the legend narrated in the Srimad Bhagvata Mahapuran, 4.1, 
there was an ancient sage by the name of Kashyap. He married the thirteen daughters 
of Daksha Prajapati, and his off-springs populated the entire creation. As such, 
Kashypa is called the progenitor of all living beings, right from the gods and the 
demons to the creatures, including all the sub-human species belonging to the 
zoological kingdom, that inhabit the rest of the mortal world. 

One of his wives was called Vinataa; she was the mother of the feathered 
creatures. From her Kashyap begot two sons—Aruna and Garuda. Aruna became the 
charioteer of the Sun-God, and Garuda served as the mount of Lord Vishnu. Out of 
these two brothers, Aruna became the father of the two vulture-brothers Sampati and 
Jatau. 

These two brothers had enormous size and strength, could fly high up in the 
sky, had astounding long life, and miraculously could speak many tongues. This is 
evident from the fact that Jatau could converse with Lord Ram in the human tongue, 
and Sampati with the monkeys and bears in their own lingua-franca. Remember: we 
are talking about an era long past, about which we just have no idea or can imagine 
about. So what was a normal occurrence in the time it relates to may seem incredulous 
and wondrous to us today. 


?The word used in the text is kis", which literally translates to a monkey, or more 
generally to a monkey-like individual. As we have read in a note appended earlier 
when we read about Lord Ram coming to Mt. Rishyamook and meeting Hanuman, 
these individuals appeared to be like monkeys because of their physical appearances, 
habits, nature, living style, manners, languages, culture etc. which were in variance 
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with those of the members of the human race, prompting the latter to call the former 
‘monkeys’. But this variance and oddity was caused over a long period of time due to 
the habitat and circumstances in which these so-called ‘monkeys’ had to live and 
survive—such as the harsh realities of their dwelling places, the forest, the mountains, 
the hills and the valleys, as well as the vagaries of Nature, of weather and climate, and 
many other factors that played a combined role to shape their behaviour and attitude 
to life. But nonetheless they were more human-like than being complete animals like 
monkeys actually are; the metamorphosis had been caused by the process of 
adaptation and adjustment and reconciliation for which the human race is well known 
and appreciated. 

Besides this factor, the army of Lord Ram consisted of ‘both the monkeys and 
bears’, and not only the monkeys, as we shall discover in due course during the 
reading of the enchanting narration of the fierce war of Lanka. One instance will 
suffice for the time being to illustrate our point: in Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, 
Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 39 we read specifically that when the battle 
first commenced, “large numbers of bears and monkeys roared thunderously and 
jumped excitedly as they cheered Lord Ram and raised a cry honouring his glory as 
they launched their attack on the enemy forces (i.e. on the demon army of Ravana)”. 

Moreover, we have just read that Jamvant had comforted Angad, and Jamvant 
was the chief of the bear community. So therefore it is natural to conclude that both 
the monkeys and bears constituted the team that was sitting near the ocean, and it was 
this team which Sampati saw. ] 
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The group of monkeys and bears got terrified when they heard the words of the 
vulture, and they grieved at their fate, saying, ‘Now it is true that we will die; our fate 
seemed doomed’. (5) 


The Kapis (monkeys, bears) got up when they saw the (huge) vulture. Meanwhile, 
Jamvant became pensive; he contemplated for a moment (about how to tackle this 
new, unforeseen development)’. (6) 


[Note—'Sampati had a huge size. When these monkeys and bears heard him roaring 
loudly and saw his colossal frame hovering over them in the sky, ready to swoop 
down on them and kill them by fierce attacks of his claws and beak, they were all 
petrified with fear and were sure that now there is no escape from death. 


^Jamvant was alarmed and aghast; he was consternated and flabbergasted. Just a few 
moments back he had somehow restored calm and confidence in the team by 
encouraging Angad, assuaging his feelings and building courage in the team as a 
whole, and now all of a sudden this piquant situation arose—for this hungry vulture 
would inflict severe injury to the monkeys and bears by striking them ferociously and 
viciously from the sky, biting and lacerating them with its beak and claws. The 
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vulture had such a gigantic size when it spread its wings to full span that the sun was 
covered and a huge shadow fell on the ground as if a dark cloud had completely 
obscured the sun’s light! 

This sight itself was terrifying in its own right, and it only went to compound 
the fear of death that had already been bearing heavily over the mind of the stressed 
group of monkeys and bears. Jamvant had to think fast; so he became contemplative, 
as there was no time to lose. | 


we site feret na HTÉL | iT eT TH HTS ATT N O UI 
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kaha angada bicari mana mahim. dhan'ya jatayü sama ko'u nahim. 7. 
rama kaja karana tanu tyagi. hari pura gaya'u parama bara bhagi. 8. 


Angad contemplated in his mind and exclaimed, ‘In all sooth and without gainsay, 
there is no one more fortunate and worthy than Jatau. (7) 


He had left his mortal body serving the cause of Lord Ram, and in doing so the most 
fortunate one had got a right of passage to the heavenly abode of Lord Hari (Vishnu)'. 


(8) 


[Note— Jatau died for the cause of Lord Ram, as he died trying to secure Sita’s 
release from Ravana's clutches. And this noble deed of his paved the way for his 
unhindered passage to heaven where ordinarily a flesh-eating vulture would never 
have hoped to go ever. 

When Angad saw that the new danger is in the form of a vulture, he 
immediately remembered Jatau about whom we have already read earlier. Jatau was 
severely wounded when the demon king Ravana cut-off his wings as he tried to save 
Sita from being kidnapped by the demon. Later on, when Lord Ram reached the spot, 
Jatau narrated the developments to the Lord, and then died in the Lord's arms. The 
Lord then performed his last rites as he would have done for his own father. Being 
graced with this rare privilege, Jatau attained an exalted stature by going straight to 
heaven inspite of his life being spent in eating cadavers as vultures are accustomed to. 
(The episode related to Jatau is narrated in Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai 
line no. 18 that precedes Doha no. 30—to Doha no. 32.} 

Angad wondered aloud about the ironies of this world: there was one vulture 
named Jatau who died serving the cause of Lord Ram, and here is another vulture 
(Sampati) who wants to create an obstacle in the Lord's work by killing his 
messengers. 

Angad thought quickly and decided that if he mentioned the name of Jatau 
there were more than even chances that this new enemy would recognise the name, 
and would, in all likelihood, wish to investigate what the matter referred to was. And 
his guess paid—for Sampati stopped in his path as he indeed recognised this name as 
being that of his own younger brother. 

So Sampati wondered what this monkey was saying, and he descended 
politely to make quarries. We shall see in the following verses that this is what exactly 
happened, and this speculation of Angad paid off.] 
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suni khaga harasa soka juta bani. ava nikata kapinha bhaya mani. 9. 
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When the bird (*khaga"; the vulture Sampati) heard these sombre words (of Angad) 
spoken in a sorrowful voice (suni -- soka juta bani), he felt joyous (harasa)!. 

But as he approached them, the Kapis felt terrified (as they thought that 
Sampati would attack them). (9) 


Sampati managed to calm them down and remove their fear by his friendly gestures 
and amiable demeanours. When he was close enough, he asked them the story related 
to Jatau, which they (here mainly Angad and Jamvant) cheerfully narrated to him. 


(10) 


After hearing the noble deeds of his brother (Jatau), Sampati praised the glory of Lord 
Raghupati (Sri Ram) in various ways’. (11) 


[Note—'Sampati had heard the name of his brother Jatau after a long time, so it was 
natural that he was glad to hear it. But then he also heard that Jatau had died serving 
Lord Ram’s cause, this made him sad and sorrowful. So we see in Sampati’s case that 
the two opposing emotions of happiness and sorrows simultaneously revealed 
themselves. 

Sampati thought to himself that he could get more information about his dear 
brother Jatau from these monkeys and bears as they seem to be well acquainted with 
him, and the circumstances surrounding him and his death. So he abandoned his 
bellicose attitude and assumed an amiable countenance. He descended in a friendly 
manner, and politely approached the group slowly so as not to alarm them. 


“After hearing the details of Jatau’s deeds, Sampati was emotionally overwhelmed. 
The one thing that struck him the most was Lord Ram’s merciful and gracious nature 
when he heard how the Lord had treated his dear brother affectionately; how he 
caressed the wounded vulture, wiped his blood and tended to his wounds himself, and 
finally performed Jatau’s last rites like he would have done for his own father. 
Sampati chocked and somehow managed to hold back his tears. He was all praises for 
Lord Ram. 

No other person would have done what the Lord did—no other person would 
lift a wounded vulture on his lap, wipe the blood off the vulture’s body with his long 
hairs as no other means were available, hold the wailing bird close to his bosom, and 
then taking care to perform his last rites properly—instead of just letting him die. 

Verily, Sampati could not find enough words to thank Lord Ram on his dead 
brother’s behalf; he repeatedly praised the Lord and sang his glories by spreading his 
wings and lifting his beak to the heaven. 
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Samapti thanked God he did not act rashly in haste; he felt ashamed at himself 
that he was contemplating harming the messengers of the Lord for whom his younger 
brother Jatau had laid down his life. To overcome this guilt, he praised the Lord 
profusely. | 
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mohi lai jahu sindhutata dé'um tilanjali tahi. 
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He (Sampati) requested the monkeys and bears, ‘Please take me to the shore of the 
ocean so that I can offer oblations of water to the soul' of my departed dear brother. 

After this, I shall help you with my words by telling you where to find her 
whom you seek. (Doha no. 27) 


[Note—'Offerings are made to the soul of the dead by those related to the departed by 
using a little water to which sesame seeds are added. The dead individual is 
remembered, the offerings are made, and a prayer is said for the peace of the soul of 
the departed. 

Why did Sampati ask the monkeys and bears to take him to the shore of the 
ocean to make oblations to his dead brother, instead of doing it himself? The answer 
is this: 

First—Water is needed to offer oblations, and a vulture cannot collect 
sufficient water for this purpose. So Sampati needed help. 

Second—Vultures don’t perform oblations and other post-death rites of dear 
ones like humans do, but when Sampati heard how Lord Ram had shown due respect 
to his brother by offering oblations in the course of doing his last rites, he concluded 
that he should also follow this example. But since he was not accustomed to this rite 
he thought that the monkeys and bears who closely followed human behaviour and 
were evolutionary nearer to them would be able to guide him through the process. 

Third—He wished to make the messengers feel easy and comfortable with 
him, especially after his threat of killing and devouring them all, and this purpose 
would be aided if he takes their help in completing performing the rites of his dead 
brother. 

Four—tThe rite of the dead after cremation, where water is offered to the soul 
of the departed by his kin, is usually done near a water body, such as a pond, lake or 
river. Here the ocean was available, so Sampati asked the messengers to take him 
there. ] 
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caupat. 


anuja kriya kari sagara tira. kahi nija katha sunahu kapi bira. 1. 

hama dvau bandhu prathama tarunā'. gagana ga'e rabi nikata ura'. 2. 
tēja na sahi saka so phiri ava. maim abhimani rabi ni'arava. 3. 

jare pankha ati tēja apara. pare'um bhümi kari ghora cikara. 4. 


After having performed the post-death rites of his younger brother (Jatau) on the 
shore of the ocean, Sampati narrated his own story to the monkeys and bears. 
He said, ‘Listen oh brave and valiant Kapis. (1) 


We two (myself and Jatau) were brothers. One day when we were in prime of our 
youth, we took to the sky and flew towards the sun, getting closer and closer to it. (2) 


He (Jatau) could not tolerate the sun’s heat and so he turned back. But I continued on 
my path as I was haughty, egoistic, and full of pride. (3) 


Ultimately my wings got burnt by the scorching heat of the sun, and making a fierce 
cry I fell down to the earth. (4) 
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bahu prakara tehim gyana sunava. deha janita abhimana charava. 6. 
tretam brahma manuja tanu dharihi. tasu nari nisicara pati harihi. 7. 
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When I tumbled down with a yell and landed with a thud on the ground, wounded and 
weeping, a merciful sage named Chandrama took pity on me. (5) 


The wise sage enlightened me about the futility of being proud of this gross mortal 
body. This teaching of the erudite sage made me regret and realise the impermanent 
nature of my youth and its false charms vis-à-vis the physical body!. (6) 


He told me, “During the Treta Yuga (which is the third era of the four-era one cycle 
of birth and death according to the scriptures), Brahm, the Supreme Being, would 
manifest as a human being (in the form of Lord Ram). At that time, his wife (Sita) 
would be stolen by a king of the demon race (Ravana). (7) 


The Lord would send messengers to search for her. When you meet them you shall be 
restored and purified. [To wit, the scar of burn on your body would be healed, and 
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you will be freed from the taint of being haughty and proud. Your sins would be 
washed at that time, and you will find your true peace. ] (8) 


Your wings would grow back; don't worry. At that time which I mention, show those 
messengers where Sita was to be found." (9) 


[Note— The erudite sage asked me the cause of my misery. When I narrated the 
whole episode to him and said that I went on nearing the sun as I was very proud of 
my strong and able body as well as my skill in flying high up in the sky and going up 
as high as I wished, he realised that I had met this horrible fate because of the pride 
that I had regarding my body. So he first applied emergency care to me and then 
advised me that one should not be proud of one's youthful body because one day this 
body will become old and feeble, that this body 1s subject to diseases and old age, and 
that no living being is immortal and so his body will die one day. 

Hence, there is no sense of being proud of an entity that has no steady value, 
that is subject to decline and fall, and that will be lost permanently one day.] 
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muni ka'i gira satya bha'i aju. suni mama bacana karahu prabhu kaju. 10. 
giri triküta Upara basa lanka. taham raha ravana sahaja asanka. 11. 
taham asoka upabana jaham raha’. sita baithi soca rata aha’. 12. 


Verily indeed, the great sage’s words have become true today (i.e. the sage’s words 
have borne fruit today)'. Now, listen to my words (and pay attention to what I have to 
tell you), and then do accordingly so that the Lord’s work can be successfully done. 


(10) 


There is great mountain called Trikut (literally a mountain with three peaks). On it is 
established the city of Lanka. Ravana lives there fearlessly’. (11) 


In that place there is a garden (or a grove) called ‘Ashok’®; Sita is sitting there lost in 
worries and thoughtful grief. (12) 


[Note—'The “sage’s words have borne fruit today and have become true"—how? The 
wings of Sampati grew back fully, the scar of burn left by the sun vanished, and he 
got back some of his youthful stamina and energy that he had lost, and his body was 
restored to some extent with the same abilities that it possessed when he was young. 
The proof of this miraculous feat is to be found just now. We will read below 
in an instant that Sampati flew high up in the sky from where he could see Sita sitting 
under a tree in the royal garden of Lanka. Now, this clearly means that (1) his youthful 
energy was quite back if not fully restored because now he was old; (ii) his wings 
were restored because without them he would not be able to fly in the sky and see the 
island of Lanka from high up; (iii) his eyesight was as clear and penetrating as it had 
been in his younger days—because he could see vividly and sharply enough over a 
long distance, as far away as Lanka which was roughly one hundred yojan (or 
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approximately eight hundred miles) from the shore of the ocean, and could distinctly 
see Sita sitting there from this side of the ocean, which is not a small feat. 


?To wit, he is the king of the place and hence has nothing to fear from anything or 
anybody in the city. It also means that Ravana is so confident of his own invincibility 
as well as the impenetrable nature of his fort that he has no fear from any quarter; he 
does not fear any rebellion or invasion respectively. 


?The word “Ashok” used for the garden or the grove where Sita lived has the 
following connotations: 

(1) It was so pleasant and comfortable that anyone who entered it felt relieved 
of all sufferings; it was rejuvenating and refreshing for the senses. Ravana wished to 
keep Sita comfortable, so he selected this particular garden to keep her so that she 
could get the maximum amount of comfort under the condition of captivity as could 
be managed without raising suspicion that a favourable treatment was being shown to 
an enemy's wife who is held captive in order to punish her husband for insulting the 
king's sister—1.e. Supernakha, the sister of Ravana, the king of the demons. 

(ii) It had huge Ashoka Trees (“‘jonesia asoka” or “sarica indica" plant) with 
shades that had a wide circumference. This afforded a cool place for Sita to pass her 
days.] 
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I am clearly able to see her while you can't; it is because a vulture is naturally gifted 
with an eye-sight that is long and penetrating. 

Alas I am old (and feeble) and can't help you; for otherwise I would have 
certainly helped you a bit more’.’ (Doha no. 28) 


[Note—'Sampati told the messengers: “Look brothers, I am so sorry that I could not 
do much to help you and serve Lord Ram like my brother Jatau had done, for he laid 
down his life for the sake of the Lord and I can’t even take you across the ocean on 
my back. I am full of remorse and very regretful, but I can’t help, because old age has 
made me so feeble that I can’t endure the effort of flying a hundred yojans (see 
Chaupai line no. 1 that follows this Doha herein below) to land on the soil of Lanka, 
and then cover the same distance back here. Verily, my brother Jatau was more 
fortunate; he was exceptionally lucky. 

Anyhow, I have done the best I could do—for by telling you exactly where to 
find Sita I have served the noble cause for which you have undertaken this mission; at 
least now onwards your futile search will end and you know your destination.” 

In Adhyatma Ramayan, Kishkindha Kand, Canto 7, verse no. 54 however, 
Sampati gives the reason of his ‘not having wings’ (as they were burnt earlier) for his 
inability to help the reconnoitering team to go and meet Sita in Lanka situated 100 
Yojans across the ocean. 
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The full story of Sampati has been by him narrated in Adhyatma Ramayan, 
Kishkindha Kand, Canto 8.] 
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[Sampati continued—] ‘He who is able to jump across the span of the ocean 
measuring approximately One-hundred Yojans (roughly 800 miles) from here will be 
able to accomplish Lord Ram's work (i.e. he will be successful in meeting Sita and 
bringing back her news)'. (1) 


Look at me and see how miraculously my body has recovered by the grace of Lord 
Ram. You must draw inspiration and courage from my example’. (2) 


The Lord whose name is so divine, holy and mystically empowered that even the 
greatest of sinners are able to cross over this huge, fathomless, endless and intractable 
ocean-like world of transmigration by merely remembering the Lord's holy name 
“RAM (pronounced as Raam or Rama)", --- (3) 


--- You are the messengers of the same (almighty and all-able) Lord; so stop being 
disheartened, don't have gloomy thoughts and lose your nerves. Get up and go 
cracking; enshrine the holy image of Lord Ram in your hearts and make plans how to 
accomplish this task (of crossing the ocean for eight hundred miles).^ (4) 


[Note— One Yojan is equivalent to four, eight or sixteen miles according to different 
methods of calculation. So the median figure of “eight miles for one yojan” is taken 
here for our calculation. Hence, 100 Yojans = 800 miles. 

Sampati told the monkeys and bears who had anxiously huddled around him 
as follows: 

“Listen. Lanka is situated roughly eight hundred miles from this shore. So any 
one of you who is able to cross the ocean by any method to cover this distance, by 
jumping or leaping across it, by spreading your body so huge that you can cover this 
span with one gigantic stride, or by cruising in the sky non-stop for this distance, he 
will land at Lanka and be successful in accomplishing Lord Ram's work by meeting 
Sita and bringing back her news. But remember one crucial thing: It is a two-way 
journey; one side is eight hundred miles, so you need to have the skill and the ability 
to cover double this distance in order to be successful in the to-and-fro journey. 
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^My body was seriously wounded and had deep gashes because I fell thousands of 
feet from the sky when my wings were burnt by the scorching heat of the sun as I 
have already told you (Chaupai line nos. 4 that precedes Doha no. 28 herein above). I 
was physically disabled, and my injuries did not allow me to search for food as I 
could not fly. That is why I contemplated eating you all because it appeared to me that 
you were sitting near the shore to fast unto death, and then I would hobble down and 
have a hearty meal of your dead bodies. But look what miraculous transformation has 
happened to my decrepit body when I heard the glories of Lord Ram and the service 
my brother Jatau had rendered to him; merely hearing the Lord’s holy name and 
hearing his glories had healed my body instantly so much that I could fly high once 
again, high enough to see Lanka across a distance of eight hundred miles. My eye- 
sight too was restored to its level that I had in my prime time as a youth enabling me 
to peer clearly over this large distance and see small things distinctly; for otherwise 
how could I have seen Sita, who but looks like a small speck over this immense 
distance, so clearly, clear enough to be able to distinguish her from other females, the 
lady demons, in the same garden! Tell me: is it not a miracle and a vivid proof of 
Lord Ram’s mystical powers? 

So have courage and draw inspiration from my example. Since you are on the 
Lord's mission, failure can't come to touch you; what you experience now is a test of 
your faith and devotion for the Lord. Don't buckle; don't be foolish to surrender, 
thinking yourselves to be doomed. 
Look, I have waited for so long a time for the day when my body would be healed 
when I meet Lord Ram's messengers and help them find the Lord's wife as advised 
by sage Chandrama (refer: Chaupai line nos. 7-8 that precede Doha no. 28 herein 
above). And you can see for yourselves that I have indeed been healed; there is no 
pretension in my words. So why do you despair; why do you think that you will have 
to die because Sita can't be found? Cheer up and get your acts together; banish 
gloomy thoughts and divert your energy and mind to find a way to cross the ocean for 
the distance I have told you. Have faith in Lord Ram, and things will be alright." 


?Like Jamvant who had encouraged Angad earlier, here it is Sampati who raised the 
sagging spirit of the messengers, and ignited a fresh fire of hope and success in their 
hearts. What a moment early was a dark tunnel with no end in sight suddenly became 
virtually a veritable periscope that showed the light of the day and a green island in 
the yonder to the sailors who had lost all hopes of survival!] 
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[It must be noted here that the divine story of the ‘Ramayana’, the story that narrates 
the life and deeds of Lord Ram, and in its course narrates the story of Ravana and the 
war of Lanka too as these two stories are inseparable from one another, have been 
narrated by Lord Shiva to his consort goddess Parvati, also known as Uma, as well as 
by the saintly crow named Kaagbusund to Garud, the mount of Lord Vishnu, who had 
come to him to listen to it. Both these narratives are said to be the most ancient 
renderings of the Ramayana, and both are equally authentic and un-tampered. 

That is why in Ram Charit Manas, from which we are reading at present, both 
these authorities, i.e. Lord Shiva and Kaagbhusund, have been cited, giving equal 
importance to both. It is to emphasise that the narration of Ram Charit Manas 
conforms both to the way Lord Shiva had told it to Parvati, as well as the way 
Kaagbhusund had told it to Garud. 

Presently however, the narration quotes Kaagbhusund who said to Garud—] 


‘Oh Garud! When the vulture (Sampati) had gone away after giving this advice (as 
narrated herein above), the messengers were amazed and confounded in their minds 
and hearts’. (5) 


Each one of them talked about his own strengths, abilities and skills, but they 
expressed doubts about their being able to go across the ocean’. (6) 


[The first among the commanders to speak was Jamvant, the bear chief. ] 
The chief of the bears said, ‘I have become old, and my body doesn’t have the 
energy and strength that I had in my youthful days. (7) 


When the Lord, who is the slayer of demon Khar (*kharari"; i.e. Lord Ram)’, had 
won over (or measured) all the three divisions of the world ("tribikrama"; a reference 
to Lord Vishnu's incarnation as Lord Vaaman, the dwarf manifestation) ^—at that time 
I was in my youth and had immense strength. [In the following Doha no. 29 Jamvant 
tells about what happened at that time.] (8) 


[Note— They were amazed at the story narrated by Sampati, the way he was 
miraculously healed, and the sudden knowledge that Sita was to be found across the 
ocean in an island situated eight hundred miles from the shore. More than anything 
else, the prospect of crossing the mighty ocean confounded them; they felt more 
dismayed than earlier because one after another formidable obstacles are coming their 
way. First it was the prospect of dying due to thirst and hunger, than getting trapped in 
a cave from which there was no exit, which was followed by the horrifying prospect 
of being attacked by a hungry vulture. And to cap it all, now was the greatest of all 
hurdles—to be able to cross the heaving and roaring ocean that stood like an endless 
wall in front. 

But inspite of the hopelessness of the situation, they still gathered courage as a 
glimmer of hope began to shine in their despairing hearts when they observed and 
discussed how magically Sampati's body was healed by hearing the story of Lord 
Ram and the chance he had got of playing a helpful role in the successful 
accomplishment of the Lord's mission. 


These monkey and bear warriors said that the problem now was to cross the eight 
hundred miles of ocean that was roaring menacingly at them. The sight of the heaving 
and splashing ocean itself was frightening even for a stern heart. Had it been any other 
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obstacle or place over land, they would have easily overcome it and finished the task 
at hand quickly; but crossing the ocean is something extraordinary and beyond their 
means. It was a daunting prospect; a discouraging thought. 


*Khar was a demon who was slayed by Lord Ram when he and his brother Dushan 
had attacked the Lord at Panchavti. In the battle that followed, they and their army of 
demons were killed by the Lord. {Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Doha no. 
20 along with the verses that precede it.} This episode has already been narrated in 
our narrative when we read about the episode of Supernakha. 


“The word “Tribikram” means one who has conquered the three worlds. “Tri” = three; 
“Vikram” = one who is invincible, strong and valiant; one who conquers or defeats. 
This story relates to Lord Vishnu’s incarnation as the dwarf mendicant known as 
Vaaman. Since Lord Vishnu has also revealed himself as Lord Ram, so therefore the 
two forms of Vishnu, one as Vaaman and the other as Lord Ram, basically have no 
difference. 

In the chronological order, Vaaman appeared before Lord Ram. Jamvant had a 
long life, and he spanned many generations and eras. He was young during the period 
Lord Vaaman appeared on earth, and now during the era of Lord Ram he has become 
aged. 

The Lord is called ‘Tribikram’ because in his incarnation as Vaaman he had 
measured the whole creation in his steps, a way of saying that he had ‘conquered the 
entire creation consisting of the heaven, the earth and the nether world’. 

The story is outlined in brief as a note appended to Doha no. 29 herein below 
as it would help to explain the things better in the right perspective and context. ] 
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In order to measure the land granted to him as alms by king Bali, the Lord (Vaaman) 
had expanded his body to assume such a colossus form that even after covering the 
entire creation there still was some more space needed so as to complete the 
measurement. So Vaaman tied Bali and made him a prisoner as the latter could not 
fulfil his vows. Oh, it is impossible to describe that astounding form of the Lord (that 
exceeded the circumference of the entire universe and then went beyond it)’. 

Nevertheless, I wished to pay my respects to the Lord by going around him 
clockwise (i.e. by doing a clockwise circumambulation of his colossal form). I had 
performed seven rounds of this colossus form quickly in two Gharis by running fast, 
so much was my strength, stamina and energy at that time’. (Doha no. 29) 


[Note— King Bali had wanted to rule over the whole world. The Gods were alarmed 
as this would violate the law of creation, because no living being can claim to replace 
the authority of Lord Vishnu as the Lord of the world. So the Lord assumed the form 
of a Brahmin dwarf and approached Bali at the time he was doing the fire sacrifice to 
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fulfil his objective, and asked for alms. Bali could not refuse the alms-seeker, and 
promised Lord Vaaman land equivalent to the area covered by his ‘three steps’ as 
desired. 

Instantly, Vaaman expanded his body and measured the whole of the nether 
world and earth in one step; in the second step he measured the entire heaven and the 
sky. One step was still pending; there was no space left that could be measured by the 
third step. So in order to fulfil his vow Bali allowed the Lord to measure him by the 
third step—i.e. the great king voluntarily submitted to Lord Vaaman and allowed 
himself to be tied and enslaved in lieu of the land for the third step. 

One can imagine the size of Lord Vaaman when he measured or girdled or 
straddled across or walked over the whole creation with just two steps—with one step 
yet pending! 

Lord Vaaman is the fifth incarnation of Vishnu and an ancient one, for it took 
place in Sata Yuga, the 1“ era of the 4-era cycle of creation and destruction according 
to Hindu scriptures. The Sata Yuga is also called the age of the Vedas as it was during 
this epoch the ancient scriptures known as the Vedas came into being and their hymns 
were primarily used to perform sacred fire sacrifices. 

Hence, being an ancient incarnation of Lord Vishnu, Vaaman finds mention in 
the Vedas too—e.g. in Shatpath Brahman, 1/1/5; Taitteriya Brahman, 1/6/1; and 
Taitteriya Sanhita, 2/1/3. 


*Such was the wondrous feat of Jamvant of which he refers to here that he quickly 
circled seven times, in a matter of about two gharis or roughly two hours, Lord 
Vaaman who had a colossal size that exceeded the span of the entire universe, 
because after measuring the cosmos by his two steps he still needed space for the third 
step, at which time Vaaman made Bali offer himself as a compensation. Truly it was 
an absolutely astounding feat. 

What Jamvant intends to say here is that the distance of eight hundred miles to 
Lanka across the ocean is not even a speck in a canvas of space when compared to the 
dimension of the universe he had covered seven times in two hours, so quick and agile 
was his body during his youthful days. So striding across a distance of mere eight 
hundred miles would have been a child's play for him if he had been younger. But 
alas he was old now, and so his vigour and agility have ebbed considerably due to old 


age.] 
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Angad in his turn said, ‘I can go (leap across the ocean), but I have doubts about my 
chances of coming back (for I may not be able to return)'.’ (1) 


Jamvant interposed, saying, ‘Even though you are able and competent in every way, 
but how can we send you because you are our leader?” (2) 
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[Note—'Angad said that he had sufficient strength to leap across the eight hundred 
miles of ocean and reach the island of Lanka, but this will require effort and he fears 
that by the time he lands there all his energy would be spent. Then it would not be a 
picnic: he would have to brave all sorts of odds to meet Sita, such as having to fight 
the demons who may obstruct him or try to capture him as a prisoner. That would 
further sap his energy. Perhaps he may also be gravely wounded in the course of the 
mission, becoming so handicapped that he wouldn’t be able to come back. So he says 
that he has serious doubts and grave misgivings about his chances of returning. 

Angad was reluctant to go for another reason too. He had seen Lord Ram 
calling Hanuman close at the time of their departure, and quietly giving him 
(Hanuman) his finger-ring with a message for Sita. Angad, being the commander and 
a leader of the group, was standing close by, and he was intelligent enough to 
conclude that Lord Ram has chosen Hanuman to be his message-bearer over all 
others, including Angad and Jamvant. So Angad did not wish to interfere; he had to 
find a polite excuse to recuse himself in deference to the Lord’s wishes. 

What will happen when they return and the Lord asks Hanuman about the 
mission and the news of Sita, about what he did with the finger-ring, how was it 
received by Sita, and what if anything did she give him in return as a token of hers; 
what answer would they give to the Lord—that instead of Hanuman it was Angad 
who had gone. Would it not displease the Lord that his orders were violated? Would it 
not put poor Hanuman in a seriously piquant situation for no fault of his? 

No, no it should not be that way. As a leader it was his moral responsibility to 
take everything into consideration before taking a decision. It is not the time and 
circumstance for dare-devilry and showmanship. 


^Jamvant did not at all like the idea of Angad going alone to Lanka. The apparent 
reason he gives is that it is not advisable to send away the leader and commander of 
the group as this would make them leaderless; there would be no one to take decisions 
if Angad goes. 

Another practical objection to allowing Angad to go was that he was a prince, 
and it does not behove of a prince to go himself on errands while his attendants and 
soldiers sit around lazing, gossiping and idling away time. 

However, besides these obvious reasons there were other subtle reasons also. 
One was that Angad was also the prince and the heir-apparent of the kingdom of 
Kishkindha; it is never wise to send an individual of such a singular importance to an 
alien land on a mission the outcome of which was completely unknown, and 
especially if he goes alone and unarmed to a hostile land where he would be 
surrounded on all sides by vicious enemies in the form of blood-thirsty, vicious and 
ferocious demons. 

The other reason that weighed heavily on the mind of Jamvant, who was 
farsighted and prudent, was that Angad was already under great mental stress as he 
himself had expressed his grave fears concerning death at the hands of his uncle 
Sugriv if Sita was not found. {Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, Chaupai 
line nos. 3-5 that precede Doha no. 26.} So Jamvant had a serious apprehension that if 
Angad is allowed to go abroad then perhaps he may decide never to return as long as 
he lived—and Angad’s own statement expressing his doubts concerning his coming 
back reinforced Jamvant’s suspicion. 

What compounded this Jamvant’s apprehension was the fact that Ravana was 
a friend of Baali, the father of Angad. {This story is narrated in Anand Ramayan, Saar 
Kand, Canto 13, verse nos. 96-101. In Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line 
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nos. 3-7 that precede Doha no. 21, Ravana too refers to this acquaintance when Angad 
meets him as an emissary of Lord Ram in a last attempt to avoid the war.} So there 
was this risk of Angad deciding to exploit this friendship and defect to Ravana’s camp 
to avoid being killed or imprisoned by his uncle Sugriv. 

Jamvant wondered what, after all, Angad meant when he said that “he can go 
but there is uncertainty about his return”.] 
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The king of the bears (i.e. Jamvant) turned to Hanuman (who during this time was 
sitting quietly and waiting for his turn to be asked to act), and exhorted him by saying, 
*Listen Hanuman! Oh you brave one, say why are you sitting quietly; how come you 
are mum? (3) 


You are a great Son of the exalted Wind-God, and verily you have the same 
characteristic strength, power and energy that the latter possesses. You are indeed a 
treasury of intelligence, wisdom and prudence. (4) 


What work is there in this world that is so difficult that you can’t do it; which work is 
there that you are not sufficiently equipped or competent enough to successfully do? 


(5) 


You have manifested in this world exclusively to do Lord Ram's work and fulfil the 
Lord's mission! [So Hanuman, realise your true potentials and understand that the 
time for you to act has finally arrived. Wake up from your dream as it is the clarion 
call to rise has been sounded; the bugle is asking you to girdle yourself and become 
active instantly, for there is no time for further procrastination and brooding. |’ 

The moment Hanuman heard these inspiring words (spoken by Jamvant), he 
expanded his body to assume a form as gigantic as a colossus mountain’. (6) 


[Note—'These motivating words of Jamvant reminded Hanuman about the mission of 
his life for which he had taken birth, which was to serve Lord Ram and help him in 
the mission of eliminating the cruel demons headed by Ravana. He is called “the Son 
of the Wind-God" because when the Gods were advised by the creator to go down to 
earth and prepare themselves to serve Lord Vishnu when he manifests himself as Lord 
Ram in order to eliminate the demons and their villainous king Ravana, the Wind-God 
decided to become Hanuman. Jamvant was alluding to this fact. 

So as soon as he was reminded of his birth and responsibilities, Hanuman 
recollected everything which he appeared to have forgotten under the influence of 
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Maya, the Lord’s delusion creating powers. Things are to be done at the proper time, 
and so the Supreme Being cast his Maya upon Hanuman so that he lies dormant till 
the correct time arrives and he is needed. Till such time Hanuman was made to appear 
to be dreaming; he appeared to be docile, dumb and humble. 

But once the veil of delusion was removed, he woke up from his day-dreaming 
and realised his true potentials. His growing to a colossus size is a metaphor for his 
stupendous abilities and astounding potentials that no one else could match. 

Let us apply some imaginative skill intelligently, and then we can easily 
visualise what may have actually happened on that occasion. Remember: Hanuman 
was the ‘son of the wind-god’, and like a balloon filled with air his body could easily 
expand to a huge size. It was a necessary device devised to accomplish the task at 
hand—there was the need to cross the surface of the ocean, which means, in the 
absence of any other means of transport such as a ship or a bridge, one would have to 
‘fly or glide or cruise across the surface of the water’ like a bird or an airplane. A hot- 
air balloon would also do the same thing! 

So Hanuman did a bit of Yoga exercise: he held his breath within his body so 
that it expanded; the trapped air got heated as well, allowing him to rise from the 
ground and become afloat. Then with a little help from a favourable wind, he literally 
would glide across the surface of the water of the ocean! And since he was the ‘son of 
the wind-god’, things would easily be manoeuvred by the latter in his son’s favour so 
that he can comfortably sail in the air to reach Lanka. 

After all, it was in the interest of the Wind-God to do his might, and the best 
as much as he can at this crucial point of time, when the mission of eliminating the 
demons had reached a critical juncture. For, failure of being able to reach Lanka and 
trace Sita would mean that the whole master-plan of Lord Ram devised to help the 
gods themselves would come tumbling down like a house of cards, and then the gods 
themselves would be held responsible for the disaster. 


In Adhyatma Ramayan, Kishkindha Kand, Canto 9, verse nos. 16-21 we read the 
interesting way how Jamvant inspired Hanuman to act. Here it is: 

Verse nos. 16-17: Saying this, Jamvant said to Hanuman who was sitting 
nearby, 'Oh Hanuman! When this great work of honour and fame has presented itself 
before you, why are you sitting silently and demurring (16) as if you are unaware of 
anything or reluctant to act? Come forward, oh the brave and immensely valorous and 
valiant One! You are the son of the wind-god himself, and as famed and renowned in 
valour and strength as him. Hence, show your prowess, ability, agility, might, power, 
skill and proficiency today (for this is the moment for which you and the rest of us 
had been waiting for so long, to serve Lord Ram, and make ourselves fortunate and 
our lives fulfilled). Rise to the occasion and step forward! (17). 

18-19: The great Wind-God has produced you (i.e. given birth to you) to do 
the work of Lord Sri Ram. At the time of your birth, seeing the early morning rising 
sun and thinking it to be a ripe fruit, you had leapt 500 Yojans (8 x 500 = 4000 miles) 
in the sky to grab it as part of your childhood playful activity, and had fallen back on 
the earth after that mighty leap (18-19). 

20-21: Therefore, who is there who can ever describe your strength, valour 
and bravery? Oh the righteous and noble One. Stand up and come to the front. Do this 
job of Lord Ram, and be the protector of our lives"! (20). 

Hearing these encouraging and inspiring words of Jamavant, Hanuman was 
delighted and felt very pleased and motivated. He roared like a lion, and his shrill cry 
shook the universe (21). 
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{'Jamvant motivated Hanuman by these inspiring words of encouragement: 
“If you could leap 500 Yojans when still a child, why can’t you now leap merely 100 
Yojans when you are grown up and abler? Come, come; step forward and show your 
true mettle. Why do you feel shy when the time has come to be brave and showcase 
your powers, prowess and abilities? Come, come; you are a great and illustrious son 
of the equally great and illustrious wind-god; so you must remember to behave in a 
way that would make your father extremely proud of you, and not ashamed! You 
would not only make your father feel happy and proud of you but you will also get the 
eternal credit of saving the lives of all of us as well as serving Lord Ram who is a 
manifested form of Lord Vishnu, the Supreme Being himself. Your name and fame 
would become eternal like no one else’s has ever been; you will endear yourself not 
only to Lord Ram but to all other devotees of the Lord as well as to the entire 
community of monkeys and bears who now look up to you as their saviour. So get up 
cheerfully and get cracking!’’} ] 
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[Now we read how wonderful and wondrous Hanuman looked in his gigantic form.] 

The body of Hanuman was of a golden hue; it glowed radiantly. He appeared 
to be a ‘king amongst the mountains’. [To wit, he reminded the beholder of Mt. 
Sumeru, the holy golden mountain where the gods live.] (7) 


He repeatedly roared like a lion, saying that he would devour the salty ocean or cross 
it as instructed to do. 

[He could also have meant: “I will drink this ocean if it does not allow me to 
cross it!”] (8) 


And I can and I would kill Ravana together with all his kith and kin and those who 
help him, and then uproot the mountain named Trikoot (over which Lanka was 


established) and bring it here. (9) 


Jamvant—I am asking you what to do; please give me an appropriate advice.’ (10) 
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etana karahu tata tumha jā'. sitahi dekhi kahahu sudhi a". 11. 
taba nija bhuja bala rajivanaina. kautuka lagi sanga kapi séna. 12. 


Jamvant replied, ‘My dear (tata). Do only this much—go and see (meet) Sita, give 
her the message (vouchsafed by Lord Ram to you), tell her about the developments 
here, and then come back. (11) 


Then the lotus-eyed Lord (*rajivanaina"; i.e. Lord Ram) would finish the task 
successfully by employing the strength of his own arms, yet for the sake of sport he 
would take along with him the army of Kapis (monkeys chiefly, but also including the 
bears) for the job. 

[To wit, as soon as the whereabouts of Sita are known, Lord Ram would go 
himself and use the strength of his own arms to free her. However, just to give us 
honour as well as an opportunity to enjoy the game of hunting, as it were, he would 
take our army of monkeys and bears along.] (12) 
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Taking along the army of Kapis, Lord Ram would slay the demons, and bring back 
Sita. (Chanda line no. 1) 


Verily indeed, the Gods and sage Narad would sing the marvels of this marvelous 
and glorious story for all times to come, hearing of which would purify all the three 
divisions of the world (1.e. the heaven, the earth, and the nether world). 

[To wit, all those who listen to this glorious and magnificent story that 
describes the adventures of Lord Ram by which he freed Sita from the clutches of the 
demons, and in the process eliminated them as they had become a thorn for the gods 
and a painful scourge for mother earth, would feel exhilarated and spiritually 
fulfilled.] (Chanda line no. 2) 


Hearing, singing and reciting, preaching and narrating, as well as understanding the 
true meaning and spiritual import of this glorious story, humans would be able to 
attain the final destination of the soul, which is to attain beatitude, felicity and eternal 
bliss. 

[To wit, by carefully listening to, soulfully singing, studies and explains to 
others the subtle meaning and spiritual significance of this wonderful story of Lord 
Ram so that it is fully understood and all doubts regarding it are removed—if this 
happens then the attentive listener, the singer, the student, the preacher, the narrator or 
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the teacher—all those desirous of attaining liberation and deliverance from the 
miseries of life in this mortal world, would certainly and surely attain the supreme 
state of blessedness.] (Chanda line no. 3) 


It is the same nectar-like story that takes a creature to an exalted state of existence that 
Tuslidas is singing, and he enjoys it like a bee would enjoy drinking nectar of the 
lotus flower. (Chanda line no. 4) 


Section 6.2: 


Adhyatma Ramayan 


We shall now take a pause in our reading of this marvelous story from Ram Charit 
Manas, and have a sort of a flash back or a rewind of the story by replaying the 
episodes narrated herein above in this Chapter no. 6 by reading them as they are told 
in Adhyatma Ramayan of Veda Vyas. 

To recapitulate, we shall be reading about the following episodes here: Lord 
Ram begins his search of Sita; meeting Jatau and Sabari; friendship with Sugriv, the 
prince of the monkey kingdom of Kishkindha; sending messengers in all the 
directions to locate Sita; she is sighted in Lanka by Sampati; the reconnaissance party 
deputes Hanuman to go and ascertain facts; Hanuman crosses the ocean to land on the 
shore of Lanka. 

These episodes are covered in Adhyatma Ramayan’s Aranya Kand, Canto 8— 
to Kishkindha Kand, Canto 9. 

For ease of reading we have divided this Section 6.2 in the following sub- 
sections, each narrating one important episode and its related events, as follows:- 

Sub-section 6.2.1: In this unit we read Lord Ram’s state of grief when he 
found that Sita was missing from the hermitage when he returned there. He and his 
younger brother Laxman then started the search for Sita, and came to the place where 
the friendly vulture Jatau lay wounded on the ground because he was gravely injured 
by Ravana when he tried to save Sita from being taken away by the rascal. These 
events are narrated in Adhyatma Ramayan, Aranaya Kand, Canto 8. 

Sub-section 6.2.2: In this part we read Lord Ram’s meeting with Sabari, the 
old woman, who guided the Lord to go and meet Sugriv, the monkey prince, on Mt. 
Rishyamook, situated on the banks of Lake Pampa; he would certainly help the Lord 
find and recover Sita. This episode is narrated in Adhyatma Ramayan, Aranya Kand, 
Canto 10. 

Sub-section 6.2.3: Lord Ram meets Sugriv and Hanuman, and befriends them. 
It is narrated in Adhyatma Ramayan, Kishkindha Kand, Canto 1. 

Sub-section 6.2.4: Sugriv had neglected the Lord’s request to make earnest 
efforts to search Sita by sending scouts and messengers in all the directions. This 
annoyed the Lord, and Sugriv was warned of the consequences. We read about it in 
Adhyatma Ramayan, Kishkindha Kand, Canto 5. 
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Sub-section 6.2.5: A large number of messengers and scouts were dispatched 
in teams in all the directions to search for Sita. One such reconnoitring team heads 
south and enters a cave where they meet a hermitress named Swayamprabha. This 
episode is narrated in Adhyatma Ramayan, Kishkindha Kand, Canto 6. 

Sub-section 6.2.6: Moving ahead on their mission, this team reaches the shore 
of the southern ocean across which was situated Lanka where Sita was held captive. 
On the shore Lord Ram’s messengers, the monkeys and bears, met Sampati, the old 
vulture king who was a brother of Jatau. We read about it in Adhyatma Ramayan, 
Kishkindha Kand, Canto 7. 

Sub-section 6.2.7: When Sampati told the group that Sita was held captive in 
Lanka and he could clearly see her there sitting under a tree in a garden, the next 
logical step was to send someone from amongst them across the ocean to Lanka 
which was situated at a distance of 100 Yojans (roughly 800 miles) from the shore as 
the bird flies. So a consultation was held and it was decided that Hanuman would 
carry out this expedition. Adhyatma Ramayan, Kishkindha Kand, Canto 9 describes 
this fascinating episode. 


Now let us start reading this fascinating tale of great wonderment from Adhyatma 
Ramayan as outlined above. 


Sub-section 6.2.1: Lord Ram’s state of grief when he found that Sita was 
missing from the hermitage when he returned there; he and his younger 
brother Laxman then started the search for Sita; they met Jatau who lay 
wounded on the ground after being gravely injured by Ravana as he tried 
to save Sita from being taken away by the rascal. 


These events are narrated in Adhyatma Ramayan, Aranaya Kand, Canto 8 as follow 
now:- 


|| SICA: BT: |l 

ghasra sarad 

Ua arerifdoi &cdr 218121 DIRÍA | 
JRA zari sod AÀ RIESA AA I LUI 
sod AEA Gloi Aor URSA | 
Wad MowMsAA AAAA AIAN: Ii 211 


I! astamah sargah ıı 

Srimahadeva uvaca 

ramo mayavinam hatva raksasam kamarüpinam | 
pratasthe svasramam gantum tato düraddadar$a tam ıı 11 
ayantam laksmanam dinam mukhena parisusyata | 
raghavascintayamasa svatmanyeva mahamatih ıı 211 


1-2. Lord Shiva said—'Oh Parvati! Here, when Lord Ram had killed the deceptive 
demon (Marich), who was an impostor, and had turned back to return to his 
hermitage, he saw from a distance that Laxman was coming towards him. He had a 
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remorseful countenance and a grave expression of regret on his face. The most wise 
Raghav (Sri Ram) thought to himself (1-2)— 
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3-4.  'Laxman does not know that I have created an illusionary Sita. I know it, but 
still I shall conceal this fact from him and lament like an ordinary human (3). 

And if while acting thus I go overboard and overreact by pretending that like I 
a true hermit who is totally dispassionate and unattached to worldly affairs such as 
being attached to a wife and lamenting her loss, I too am a true recluse and would 
rather prefer to sit quietly in my cottage like a meditating hermit and keep myself 
aloof and disinterested in searching for her for it is the will of providence that I am 
left alone and free from all encumbrances, and sit dumbfounded in my cottage in the 
hermitage doing nothing out of shock as it were—well, this attitude will not serve my 
purpose at all, because then how can the means to eliminate the hundreds of 
thousands of demons be realised? 

[To wit, if I don't act wisely, and despite the smokescreen of delusions that I 
shall create to make the world believe that I am emotionally broken by the loss of my 
dear wife, yet if I sit like a paralysed man who is totally devastated at such a great 
lost, then what would happen to the master-plan of eliminating the demons of which 
Sita's abduction was merely a ploy? So therefore, inspite of some show of grief and 
lamentation, I must go about my plans with alacrity.] (4). 
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afep: FIRA arfeparertorafetorar | 
foif21céld aor ELA gA arasrargdia I cll 


yadi $ocami tam duhkhasantaptah kamuko yatha | 
tada kramenanucinvan sitam yasye'suralayam | 
ravanam sakulam hatva sitamagnau sthitam punah ıı 511 
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mayaiva sthapitam nitva yatayodhyamatandritah | 
aham manusyabhavena jato'smi brahmanarthitah ıı 611 
manusyabhavamapannah kificitkalam vasami kau | 

tato mayamanusyasya caritam me'nu$rnvatam ıı 71 
muktih syadaprayasena bhaktimarganuvartinam | 
niscityaivam tada drstva laksmanam vakyamabravit ıı 811 


5-8. On the contrary, if I pretend to be overcome with grief for her initially, and 
then instead of sitting like a dispassionate hermit I begin to lament woefully like a 
lustful and passionate person who grieves for his beloved wife, then obviously I shall 
have an excuse to go in search for Sita, and in due course of time reach Ravana, kill 
him along with his compatriots, relatives and companions (literally, the entire demon 
clan who is as evil and sinful as Ravana is), retrieve Sita who has been entrusted to 
(i.e. put in the custody of) the fire god, and then proceed to Ayodhya. 

I have taken a human form due to the prayers of Brahma (the Creator). Hence, 
I shall stay on this earth and behave like an ordinary human being for some time. By 
doing this, some devotees who are devotedly inclined towards me and listen to the 
divine stories of my illusionary human form, they will get a chance to attain easy 
salvation without making any great effort for it. 

[To wit, if I spend some time on earth then a history of my life would be left 
as a legacy, and my devotees would get an opportunity to recall this story and 
remember me as a easy means to attain bliss and beatitude. So therefore, I must act 
like a human being who wails for his lost wife, and not like the Supreme Being for 
whom all situations are the same, who has neither a wife nor someone who is lost.].' 

Deciding thus, Lord Ram looked at Laxman and said (7-8)— 


feparefarrorcits RI cd Bilal eeracar AA Mere | 
oftar ar arfárar arfü ASRADI Il SIl 
cigar: Pod: gre waren gid »oor | 

8I cI82IUlÍcI aaoi USRAcP Yr I II goll 
CAGIAAAEM Yea a DKA eaargdia | 
Sood A Hell grepr Sia 2r8roranfercrar | I 9 11 


kimarthamagato'si tvam sitam tyaktva mama priyam | 
nita va bhaksita vapi raksasairjanakatmaja ıı 911 
laksmanah prafijalih praha sitaya durvaco rudan | 

ha laksmaneti vacanam raksasoktam $rutam taya ıı 1011 
tvadvakyasadr$am $rutva mam gaccheti tvarabravit | 
rudanti sa maya prokta devi raksasabhasitam i 1111 


9-]1. Lord Ram expressed his surprise on seeing Laxman coming his way and 
exclaimed, 'Oh Laxman! How and why did you come here leaving behind my beloved 
Sita alone? Now by this time the demons must have either stolen her or eaten her up' 


(9). 
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Then Laxman wept and submitted to the Lord with folded hands that Sita had 
made serious allegations against him. Laxman said—"Hearing the words of the 
demon calling out ‘Ah Laxman’ in your voice (or in a voice imitating you), Sita told 
me to come to your help immediately. Then I tried to explain the situation to her as 
she wept, 'Oh goddess', said I, "These are not the words of Sri Ram, but the words of a 
demon. [So you need not worry.] (10-11). 


AS WA Adol Fazer! aia ARAA | 
seid araa Bed arr qrara aii Vor: | 
UG Gaal WA of Ace RAAT Il 2211 
cuit für forelcer erritsé cal aig | 
WR cI82IUI Ys AeMcaoifad PAA ii 8 3il 
Coe Senile Ace DAI cercpI 9rarmoroi | 
otar ar afèr arfü ARY ARI: I evil 


nedam ramasya vacanam svastha bhava Sucismite | 
ityevam santvita sadhvi maya provaca mam punah | 
yaduktam durvaco rama na vacyam puratastava ıı 1211 
karnau pidhaya nirgatya yato'ham tvam samiksitum | 
ramastu laksmanam praha tathapyanucitam krtam ıı 131 
tvaya stribhasitam satyam krtva tyakta Subhanana I 

nita và bhaksita vapi raksasairnatra samsayah i 1411 


12-14. Oh the auspicious one with a pleasant smile (Sucismite). You should not 


worry.' 

But inspite of my efforts to reassure her, the Sadhvi (the virtuous and chaste) 
Sita hurled such scornful words full of reprehensible accusation at me which are were 
so uncouth that they are unworthy to be repeated in front of you (12). 

So I shut my ears in disgust and disdain, and decided, though against my will 
and with great regret, to leave her and come to see you.' 

At this, Lord Ram said, 'Oh Laxman! It's alright, but still you have not done 
the right thing (13) by believing the words of a woman and leaving the auspicious Sita 
alone. Now there is no doubt that either the demons have stolen her or have eaten her 


up' (14). 


sfer Rod IA: zargpei casa zeit | 
agea sao Aang: Raa: I1 9l 
al AA aa orarfàr rd oR udacregt | 
steal alealeret cheri aa ARA I 21 


iti cintaparo ramah svasramam tvarito yayau | 
tatradrstva janakajam vilalapatiduhkhitah i1 151 
ha priye kva gatasi tvam nasi pUrvavadasrame | 
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athava madvimohartham lilaya kva villyase it 1611 


15-16. Worrying in this manner, Lord Ram speedily came back to his hermitage, and 
not finding Sita there, he became very dismayed and began lamenting remorsefully 
(15), 'Oh dear! You are not visible in the hermitage today; where have you gone? Or 
is it that you have hidden somewhere to play tricks on me?' (16). 


scefcdoqor qoi 21d olrueerootToral AGT | 
aad: Da: 2flai qdoq AA decret II ul 
FOU farum FE oeleroq AA ferr | 

seeid fdctuoola AA: Akal or Defer gll 


ityacinvan vanam sarvam napa$yajjanakim tada | 
vanadevyah kutah sitam bruvantu mama vallabham ıı 1711 
mrgasca paksino vrksa dar$ayantu mama priyam | 
ityevam vilapanneva ramah sitam na kutracit i| 181 


17-18. Lamenting woefully in this manner, Lord Ram searched for her around the 
forest, but could not find her. Then he said—" Oh the patron goddesses of the forest! 
Tell me where is my dear wife Sita? Oh the deer, birds and trees! Please show me my 
beloved Sita' (17). Searching and lamenting in this woeful manner, Lord Ram looked 
everywhere but could not see (trace) Sita anywhere (18). 


ads: Adel Tale oraezrggorooot: | 
solog|stlodoaclstdciisteaarenalel I $91 
PIAA fo eS DRIsSRRAUSTologVudIo] | 
aa order after facrcunieig: Raa: I eoll 
Ud ARMAoAooA APIS VACA: | 

aR sd AG mf arafaat or fà I 2211 


sarvajfiah sarvatha kvapi napa$yadraghunandanah | 
anando'pyanvasocattamacalo'pyanudhavati 11 191 
nirmamo nirahankaro'pyakhandanandarüpavan | 
mama jayeti siteti vilalapatiduhkhitah ıı 201 

evam mayamanucarannasakto'pi raghüttamah | 
asakta iva mudhanam bhati tattvavidam na hi i1 2111 


19-21. [What a wonder that—] Raghunandan (Lord Sri Ram), inspite of being wise 
and all-knowing, seems to be pursuing an illusive deer (who was actually a demon 
named Marich); inspite of being an embodiment of total bliss, beatitude and 
contentment, he mourned and grieved for Sita; inspite of being steady, calm and 
stable, he ran around here and there in search of her (19); inspite of being devoid of 
all attractions, attachments, endearments or affections towards anyone, despite having 
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no trace of ego, pride, arrogance or haughtiness; and inspite of being an embodiment 
of bliss, contentedness, peace and tranquillity that are eternal, imperishable and 
uniform—the same Supreme Lord wailed most remorsefully, lamenting and calling 
out like an ordinary human 'Oh Sita; Oh my dearest Sita' (20). 

In this manner, following his own decision to act like an ordinary human being 
surrounded or enveloped by Maya (worldly delusions of all kinds and their 
accompanying problems), the most exalted Raghu (Lord Ram) appears to be 
infatuated and wistful like an ignorant and lustful man, inspite of being unattached to 
and detached from everything in this mortal world—but those who have knowledge of 
the essential truth, the actual reality of the Lord, those who are aware of the true and 
real form of things, in short, those who are enlightened and wise, such erudite and 
spacious people do not have any doubt and suspicion about anything related to Lord 
Ram . (21) 


[Note—'To wit, those who are intelligent and wise know fully understand that the 
way the Lord behaved like an ordinary man grieving for his lost wife was simply a 
pretension in order to successfully carry out his mission of eliminating the cruel and 
sinful demons headed by Ravana, a mission that was promised by the Lord to the gods 
and mother earth because these demons had wreaked such havoc and had broken all 
boundaries of tolerance by their exceptional cruelty and reign of terror that had left all 
the creatures suffering horribly that it had become obligatory for the Supreme Lord 
who is responsible for maintaining law and order in this creation to intervene and put 
things in the right order. So such wise, erudite and enlightened persons are not 
confused or harbour any doubts about who Lord Ram actually was; they never think 
that because Lord Ram's behaviour was like any other human being he too was one, 
but they are convinced of his divinity and holy nature as being the Supreme Being 
himself in the form of Lord Ram—4.e. that Lord Ram was simply a human 
manifestation of Brahm, the Supreme Lord, the Almighty God, ultimate Authority, 
and the Creator of this creation.] 


ed faftiodol Acc Gol AA: 2ICT82IUF: | 

aooi Jel Sq az uferi afer I eel 

ECA AFAVIGISS UIA AGAN DAAA | 
oiaoi ororcboli ci irado GSR AI II 231 


evam vicinvan sakalam vanam ramah salaksmanah | 
bhagnam ratham chatracapam kübaram patitam bhuvi ıı 2211 
drstva laksmanamahedam pasya laksmana kenacit | 
niyamanam janakajam tam jitvanyo jahara tam ıı 2311 


22-23. Accompanied by Laxman, Lord Ram searched for Sita in the entire forest, and 
during it he found the broken parts of the chariot (of Ravana, in which he had 
abducted Sita from the hermitage at Panchavati)—such as a broken parasol, a bow 
and many wooden parts of the chariot—lying scattered on the ground (22). 

Seeing them, the Lord (became apprehensive and) said to Laxman, 'Oh 
Laxman! Look! It appears that while Sita was being taken away by her abductor, 
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some other individual has defeated the first one in a duel, and then has taken Sita 
away himself" (23). 


[Note—'The broken parts of the chariot gave the impression that there has been a 
severe struggle, a fierce one-to-one duel, between the individual who was taking Sita 
away in it and another individual who had attacked him en-route. Though it cannot be 
said with certainty what actually transpired, but it is a fair guess that the attacker had 
tried to snatch Sita from the abductor in order to take her himself as either a trophy 
after defeating the first, or as a hostage to demand some sort of ransom either from 
her husband if he could be found or from first abductor if he wishes to take her away.] 


dd: eoba.gdt Ai sical UARA | 
Srepayevcal Bail araviarerqdia I 2% 
ey d AZMA al oor JAGANA | 

9rd fafarpsicids: ueer sfout AMARA Ii 2411 
TUARI ofle A ami a 26to9ol | 

AHA Us Adol Sick]: ure efle il Sll 


tatah kaficidbhuvo bhagam gatva parvatasannibham | 
rudhiraktavapurdrstva ramo vakyamathabravit i| 2411 
esa vai bhaksayitva tam janakim subhadarsanam | 
Sete vivikte'titrptah pa$ya hanmi ni$acaram i 2511 
capamanaya Sighram me banam ca raghunandana | 
tacchrutva ramavacanam jatayuh praha bhitavat ıı 2611 


24-26. After going some distance, he saw a huge mountain-like body soaked in blood 
lying on the ground. Lord Ram said (24), 'Look! Without doubt this is the one who 
has eaten up Sita who was so charming to look at. After devouring her he felt so 
satisfied that he is now sleeping here alone. I will kill this demon immediately (25). 

Oh Raghunandan (i.e. Laxman; a son of the exalted clan of king Raghu of 
Ayodhya)! Bring me my bow and arrow quickly. Hearing these words of Lord Ram, 
Jatau (the vulture) was appalled and terrified (as he feared that the Lord would shoot 
him even without letting him explain the developments). So Jatau said (26)— 


[Note—'Lord Ram had been so distraught, dejected, listless and heart-broken after 
Sita was abducted that he didn’t much care for his arms, the bow and the arrow, any 
longer. So he put them on the ground in the hermitage itself, saying he needs them no 
longer, for what is the use of his weapons now that he could not use them to give 
protection to his own wife; what purpose will they now serve? Laxman however 
maintained his calm; he understood the abysmal emotional state of utter distress of his 
elder brother which had made him so depressed and hopeless that he does not care for 
his own life any more, and so feels that he does not need any weapon any longer. So 
Laxman wisely picked the Lord’s bow and arrow and carried them along himself in 
addition to his own set, for he knew that when the Lord would regain his composure 
and calm down, he would indeed need his weapons. That is why Lord Ram now 
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extends his hands and gestures to Laxman to “bring here", or rather “give” his bow 
and arrow back to him. ] 


Al of ARA AG A BRI aT | 

FS IERRA ameriartSur AAGA: Il 911 

UAV aq es A qsrarísfaeráor | 

AA dIaIoI 2i ay fora Cot rfe: i Vc 
UfeidisRa oreroorrer YORRI Woe air | I ell 


mam na maraya bhadram te mriyamanam svakarmana | 
aham jatayuste bharyaharinam samanudrutah ıı 271 
ravanam tatra yuddham me babhuvarivimardana | 

tasya vahan ratham capam chittvaham tena ghatitah ıı 281 
patito'smi jagannatha prananstyaksyami pa$ya mam ıı 2911 


27-29. ' am already dying due to my own actions. You be blessed—you do not have 
to kill me. I am Jatau. I had pursued Ravana who was taking your wife away hastily 
(27). Oh the Supreme Lord who is the crusher of enemies, those who torment other 
creatures (babhuvarivimardana)! I had a duel with him and I was able to destroy his 
chariot, horses and bow, but I was no match for him, and was thus mortally wounded 
by him (28). 

This is why I am lying here. Oh Jagganath (^jagannatha"; Lord of the world 
and the universe)! Look at me, who (being a vulture) am a humble, a lowly and a 
sinful creature. I want to die now (for my wounds are extremely serious, and so you 
need not take the trouble of killing me)' (29). 


AHA Wal dioi PUOI Gaal a | 
SIAL ALUMI AA GAANA: | oll 
ocr GS À ari cot offcl JATI | 
Acree acitsfàr casa! it ROET: | 3211 


tacchrutva raghavo dinam kanthapranam dadarSa ha | 
hastabhyam samsprsan ramo duhkhasruvrtalocanah ıı 301 
jatayo brühi me bharya kena nita subhanana | 
matkaryartham hato'si tvamato me priyabandhavah ıı 3111 


30-31. Hearing this, Raghav (Lord Ram) went near Jatau and found him close to 
death as he was struggling for breath because his throat was chocked. He was in a 
very serious, miserable and pitiable condition. Seeing this, the Lord’s eyes were filled 
with tears of sorrow, mercy and sympathy; he massaged and caressed Jatau's body 
affectionately with his hands to sooth his sufferings as much as possible, and to show 
that he cared for the unfortunate creature. Then Lord Ram told Jatau (30), 'Oh Jatau! 
Say, who has taken away my wife whose face was so sweet? You have preferred to 
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die for my sake; you have laid down your life in order to serve me. Hence I affirm 
that indeed you are my dearest friend' (31). 


VIC: ASRI Ard IRID AAGA | 

3drId WAU WA Wega AADA: I 3211 

SIGRI Affi afar cfáronfararat eel | 

sA dep of A RP: Yoron ASA: I 3311 
fever EvelsRr wat ed PRANI ASE | 
RAI (Awl Ved ARIARY Ii 3vll 


jatayuh sannaya vaca vaktradraktam samudvaman | 
uvaca ravano rama raksaso bhimavikramah ıı 3211 

adaya maithilim sitam daksinabhimukho yayau | 

ito vaktum na me Saktih prananstyaksyami te'gratah ıı 331 
distya drsto'si rama tvam mriyamanena me'nagha | 
paramatmasi visnustvam mayamanujarüpadhrk i 3411 


32-34. Vomiting blood, Jatau spoke with a faltering voice—'Oh Sri Ram! The most 
valorous, powerful and renowned king of demons, whose name is Ravana (32), has 
taken away the daughter of the king of Mithila (*maithillm"; Sita) in the south 
direction. I do not have the strength left in me to speak more. I want to die in front of 
you as my ghost (my soul) wants to leave my mortal body immediately (33). Oh Lord 
Ram! It is my great fortune that I have been able to see you at the time of my death. 
Oh the sinless, faultless, pure and almighty One (me'nagha)! In all sooth (I know 
that) you are Lord Vishnu, the Parmatma, the Supreme Lord of this creation, who has 
disguised himself in the form of an ordinary human being (34). 


SADAS ecc cdi HISE 2821131 | 
SIAIA FJA Al AA Yori ct UGA II 3YII 
AÍ AA: UU! AGF UON FAROL | 

dd: Yong ufsceroer SR: AAA yf i SII 
WAS AA aoa AMATO: | 
gA AMORA PIOA YSE AA IZV 


antakāle'pi drstva tvām mukto'ham raghusattama | 
hastabhyam spr$a mam rama punaryasyami te padam ıı 351 
tatheti ramah paspar$a tadangam panina smayan | 

tatah pranan parityajya jatayuh patito bhuvi i| 3611 
ramastamanusocitva bandhuvat sasrulocanah | 

laksmanena samanayya kasthani pradadaha tam 113711 


35-37. Oh the most exalted Raghu (Sri Ram)! Though I have found liberation and 
deliverance by merely having your holy sight (Darshan), you still must touch me with 
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divine your hands, for then I shall be blessed and attain the highest stature attainable 
by the soul (i.e. I shall attain salvation; I shall attain eternal bliss, beatitude and 
felicity by reaching your abode and having an exalted stature that is equivalent to your 
own divine self—“punaryasyami te padam”)' (35). 

Saying 'alright', Sri Ram smiled and touched his body with his hands. Then 
Jatau's soul exited from his mortal body which fell to the ground, dead and lifeless 
(36). 

Lord Ram mourned for him with tearful eyes as if he were his own kin. Then 
the Lord asked Laxman to bring some fire-wood and did Jatau's last rites (i.e. 
cremated him) with his own hands (37). 


VACA g:xdor WASH Agado AAAA: | 
&cdI qot Al Aq, ARRASTI AAAA: I 3l 
SEA QÍ: YR LIDE | 

agiod UÍ: ad quit stad ÍRE II 3eil 


snatva duhkhena ramo'pi laksmanena samanvitah | 

hatva vane mrgam tatra mamsakhandan samantatah 11 3811 
Sadvale praksipadramah prthak prthaganekadha | 
bhaksantu paksinah sarve trpto bhavatu paksirat ii 391 


38-39. [Deciding to do Jatau’s *Shraadh', the after-death rituals performed for the 
dead, befitting his birth as a cadaver-eating vulture, Lord Ram made the following 
arrangement—] Both Lord Ram and Laxman were equally sorry for Jatau and grieved 
for him. Then they took a bath (to purify themselves before performing the Shraadh 
ceremony). Thereafter, they went and hunted some prey and cut their flesh into small 
pieces (38). They then made separate heaps of these pieces of meat on ground at a 
place covered with grass, and which had a water-body nearby, as a means of offering 
sacrifices for atonement of sins on behalf of the departed soul. This offering was then 
eaten by other flesh-eating birds, including vultures, who belonged to the same race as 
Jatau, because it was a symbolic feast given for the peace of the soul of the departed. 
This ceremonial ritual gave immense contentment to all the birds as well as to the 
king of birds (Jatau) himself, as his soul attained bliss and peace by this performance 
(39). 


[Note—The vulture Jatau is the one character in the whole of Ramayana whose 
*Shraadh' ceremony—a religious rite performed after the death of a near relative or a 
loved one so that soul of the deceased finds peace and rest, and it includes a feast for 
the members of the community—was done so elaborately by Lord Sri Ram himself. 
The other individual was Sabari, the old tribal woman whose last rites too were done 
by Lord Ram personally. 

Even the Lord’s own worldly father Dasrath did not get this privilege at the 
time of his death at Ayodhya, though a symbolic rite was performed by Lord Ram at 
Chitrakoot when Bharat, the Lord’s brother who had gone to meet him in an effort to 
bring the Lord back to Ayodhya, had informed him of the death of their father. But 
the point to note is that Lord Ram had to do Dasrath’s Shraadh as a matter of routine 
and custom, but to do it for a lowly bird as a vulture who eats dead bodies, i.e. Jatau, 
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is a sterling example of Lord Ram’s greatness, grace, mercy and benevolence, of his 
equanimity and his inherent nature of treating all creatures alike, and his special 
attention to take care of those who serve him in any way. It’s a marvel of the Lord’s 
magnanimity and his extremely beneficent nature. 

He had no second thoughts in breaking tradition to do the last rites of a flesh- 
eating vulture, and completing the process by giving a symbolic feast for the departed 
soul. It was a feast that conformed to the lifestyle of the individual for whom it was 
given—i.e. flesh of hunted animals was offered as food to carnivorous birds, as Jatau, 
being a vulture, ate flesh of dead animals. To wit, Lord Ram did not hesitate a 
moment that it is unconventional and very odd for a man to perform cremation of a 
lowly vulture, and then going through the whole process systematically so much so 
that the requirement of a ‘feast given for the peace of the soul of the dead’ was also 
taken care of . This shows that Lord Sri Ram is a singular Lord who is extremely 
munificent, merciful, magnanimous, benevolent, beneficent and graceful.] 


SACA WAG: YS GACH HI AUG | 
AMV ARAL Adc Ue: II voll 
AdlsofocWARit GRUER: ga: | 
fastloldWISal saz MORÍA II v 211 


ityuktva raghavah praha jatayo gaccha matpadam 1 
matsarüpyam bhajasvadya sarvalokasya pasyatah ıı 4011 
tato'nantaramevasau divyarüpadharah Subhah | 
vimanavaramaruhya bhasvaram bhanusannibham i 411 


40-41. Raghav (Lord Ram) told him, 'Jatau! Go to my exalted abode in heaven and 
achieve oneness with me (i.e. attain a stature that will make you divine and holy) ' 
(40). 

After that, he (Jatau) assumed a glorious form that was radiant and divine; 
then he cheerfully boarded a heavenly chariot which was illuminated like the sun (41). 


[Jatau offered his prayers to Lord Ram. When he finished, the Lord blessed him and 
advised him to go to Vishnu Loka, the heavenly abode of Lord Ram as follows:-] 


sd 2qgadsdesr YAS AGENTA: | 

3dId OIC AG ci AA AWN: UI ugar II vll 
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ityevam stuvatastasya prasanno'bhudraghuttamah | 
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uvaca gaccha bhadram te mama visnoh param padam ıı 5411 

$rnoti ya idam stotram likhedva niyatah pathet | 

sa yati mama sarupyam marane matsmrtim labhet ıı 5511 

iti raghavabhasitam tada $rutavan harsasamakulo dvijah | 
raghunandanasamyamasthitah prayayau brahmasupujitam padam ıı 561 


iti Srimadadhyatmaramayane umamahesvarasamvade 


54-55. When Jatau had prayed to Lord Ram, the most exalted Lord amongst the 
Raghus, the Lord was very pleased, and said, 'Oh Jatau! You be blessed! You go to 
the supreme abode of Lord Vishnu, the abode beyond which there is nothing superior 
(“mama visnoh param padam") (54). 

Those persons who listen, write, read or recite the Stotra (prayers; hymns) of 

mine with which you have offered your prayers to me, and if they do it with due 
concentration, conviction, faith and dedication, then surely such individuals attain 
oneness with me, and they get the benefit of remembering me at the time of their 
death (like you have got). [To wit, those devotees who recite the hymns with which 
you have offered your prayers to me, they will be surely be blessed by me so much so 
that 1f at the time of their death they are unable to remember me or my divine name 
then still they would attain heaven, and their soul would find deliverance and 
beatitude. |' (55). 
56. The elderly and revered Jatau heard these sweet words spoken by Raghav 
(Lord Ram) with great delight; thereafter he assumed a divine form similar to Lord 
Ram and went to the abode which is worshipped and adored by Brahma, the creator, 
himself (because it is the abode of Lord Vishnu, the Supreme Being) (56). 


Thus ends the conversation between Lord Shiva (Maheshwar) and his divine consort 
Uma (also known as Parvati) in Kishkindha Kand of Adhyatma Ramayan that 
describes the episode of Jatau. 


Sub-section 6.2.2: In this part we read Lord Ram’s meeting with Sabari, 
the old woman, who guided the Lord to go and meet Sugriv, the monkey 
prince, on Mt. Rishyamook, situated on the opposite bank of Lake 
Pampa; he would certainly help the Lord find and recover Sita. 


This episode is narrated in Adhyatma Ramayan, Aranya Kand, Canto 10, verse nos. 1- 
19, and 32-44 as follows:- 


Il GOTT: Hot: Il 

għasra sarad 

CISEAI q3 31 9IotId: PIRA AAAA | 
MAHA PÄ SAA FJa Il LII 
AAA cdcuroaoetcet ARDAHAN | 
ai Iiè sraramor ad er PARISI tt 211 
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sc acd gerit As faamoroncdacdar | 
fA: UG 2141018129120] were orar I 311 


II da$amah sargah ıı 

Srimahadeva uvaca 

labdhva varam sa gandharvah prayasyan ramamabravit i 
Sabaryaste purobhage a$rame raghunandana ıı 111 
bhaktya tvatpadakamale bhaktimargavisarada | 

tam prayahi mahabhaga sarvam te kathayisyati 11 211 
ityuktva prayayau so'pi vimanenarkavarcasa I 

visnoh padam ramanamasmarane phalamidr$am ıı 311 


[After performing the last rites of Jatau, Lord Ram and Laxman proceeded ahead in 
the direction indicated by him, i.e. they headed towards the south. After some distance 
they met a demon named Kabandha, who was a Gandharva (musician in heaven) that 
became a demon due to a curse. While departing for heaven, Kabandha advised Lord 
Ram to go to the hermitage of Sabari, an old out-caste woman living alone in an 
abandoned hermitage down the path. She would help the Lord by guiding him 
further.] 


1-3. Lord Shiva continued with his narration, and said—'Oh Parvati! Having 
received the requisite blessings from Lord Ram and granted deliverance from his 
demon-body, the Gandharva (i.e. the demon Kabandha) said, "Oh Raghunandan (Sri 
Ram)! Sabari lives in a hermitage in the yonder (1). She has great affection for your 
holy feet and is an ardent devotee of yours. Oh the most fortunate and exalted Lord! 
Please pay her a visit. She will tell you everything about Sita" (2). 

Saying this, the Gandharva boarded a chariot as splendorous as the sun, and 
went to the abode of Lord Vishnu (like the way Jatau had gone). Verily, this is indeed 
the excellent reward of remembering the holy name of Lord Ram (3). 


edad agoi ar Riscngiceltrag | 
MoM YAUG Mei 3torocot: II vil 

A AAMA AJAN AAAA | 
ARTSTARG MT YeR A I VI 
ufcicar urgeiasy aduurigrcitaor | 
»qrerdorlfsroroeITer ARTA AAAI II SII 


tyaktvā tadvipinam ghoram simhavyāghrādidūşitam ı 
śanairathāśramapadam śabaryā raghunandanah ıı 411 
Sabari ramamalokya laksmanena samanvitam | 
ayantamaraddharsena pratyutthayacirena sa II 511 
patitva padayoragre harsapUrnasrulocana | 
svagatenabhinandyatha svasane sannyaveSayat ıı 611 
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4-6. Thence, leaving behind that wild forest infested by fierce lions, tigers etc., 
Raghunandan (Sri Ram) slowly wended his way to reach the hermitage of Sabari (4). 

Seeing Lord Ram and Laxman coming near, Sabari stood up instantly with 
great delight and ecstasy (5). Her eyes welled up with tears of joy and happiness, and 
she fell at the feet of Lord Ram with an overflowing heart. She welcomed him, asked 
about his well-being, and after that seated him on a comfortable seat (6). 


AWAAFAVN: ARITU garicer ARPA: | 
TAA AERAR RIEA I Vil 
Used fdferagret RNA Aek | 
agda foeni AA orat AGT II cil 
welodddecullar GA AARI ARPA: | 
UA AA PAA: AÀ: AMC: II eil 


ramalaksmanayoh samyakpadau praksalya bhaktitah | 
tajjalenabhisicyangamatharghyadibhiradrta ıı 711 
sampujya vidhivadramam sasaumitrim saparyaya | 
sangrhitani divyani ramartham sabari muda ıı 811 
phalanyamrtakalpani dadau ramaya bhaktitah | 

padau sampüjya kusumaih sugandhaih sanulepanaih i 911 


7-9. Then she washed the feet of Lord Ram and Laxman reverentially, with due 
devotion, sprinkled this water on her body, worshipped Lord Ram and Laxman 
according to established traditions, and then most cheerfully she offered the two 
brothers refreshment in the form of sweet nectar-like fruits that she had been 
collecting for specifically for the Lord over a long period of time; she offered these 
fruits to the Lord with devotion and affection brimming over in her heart. Then she 
worshipped Lord Ram's lotus-like feet with flowers having the fragrance of 
sandalwood (7-9). 


eparfereei zA ASIA | 

II ARPA qroríerataersrmgdia Ii 2 oll 
SIA NO RA at HST: | 

Rear: gooi cir pde a1gmiferar I 9 211 


IERIE TAIRA FSI: UGA | 
ofdiwlodisgdoal cd qaaa AAA I 221 


krtatithyam raghusresthamupavistam sahanujam | 
Sabari bhaktisampanna prafijalirvakyamabravit i 101 
atra$rame raghusrestha guravo me maharsayah | 
sthitah Susrusanam tesam kurvati samupasthita i 1111 
bahuvarsasahasrani gataste brahmanah padam | 
gamisyanto'bruvanmam tvam vasatraiva samahita ıı 1211 
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10-12. When the formalities of welcoming a guest were over and the most exalted 
ones in Raghu's clan (i.e. Lord Ram and Laxman) were comfortably seated, Sabari 
politely briefed the two brothers about herself, saying with folded hands (10)—'Oh 
the most exalted Raghu (Lord Ram)! Earlier my Guru, the great sage (Matang), used 
to stay in this hermitage. I lived here for thousands of years serving him. Now that 
exalted great sage has gone to the Brahma Lok (i.e. he has died). At the time of his 
departure to heaven, the sage had instructed me to make my mind calm and steady, 
and stay right here. (11-12). 


Wal ororaf?roricr: RACA Aoi: | 
Agron qeITeIfer BYTOM VEIT T || 931i 
areríareerfcr cieprojezrrorforeor ert ara | 
sarofl fcrgaoergrargyat aire Yay: ii 9 vil 
?IIdGIoIsIoi AA ags DARA | 

ELAT Wad Goeedl GS ARRI AcuUGA Il Vl 


ramo dasarathirjatah paramatma sanatanah | 

raksasanam vadharthaya rsinam raksanaya ca ii 1311 
agamisyati caikagradhyananistha sthira bhava | 

idanim citrakutadravasrame vasati prabhuh i 141 
yavadagamanam tasya tavadraksa kalevaram | 

drstvaiva raghavam dagdhva deham yasyasi tatpadam ıı 151 


13-15. (He had advised me that—) The eternal Parmatma (the Supreme Lord) has 
taken birth as Lord Sri Ram, the son of king Dasrath, for the purpose of slaying the 
demons so as to protect the sages, seers, ascetics and hermits (who were being 
tormented by these cruel demons) (13). He shall be coming here soon (to this 
hermitage). So in the meanwhile, you meditate upon the divine form of the Lord and 
stay here. Nowadays, the Lord is residing on the Chitrakoot mountains (14). Till the 
time he comes here, look after (take care of) your body. When Raghav (Lord Ram) 
comes here, you would burn your mortal, gross body while beholding the divine form 
of the Lord who will be right in front of you, and then due to this fortunate 
circumstance you will be so highly blessed that you would attain the exalted abode of 
the Lord itself (i.e. you will find deliverance from this mortal body, and go to heaven) 


(15). 


[Note—This explains why Sabari had been collecting flowers and fruits as she was 
eagerly awaiting the arrival of Lord Ram and Laxman, because she knew in advance 
that they will surely come; the words of the great sage can't go in vain.] 


aAA WA cdoteITolcbuarelurr | 
yeno Ase Ati JSA II LEI 
dd 2Iog9loi AA RVA À or fè | 
UflotosyAaicraol Storia! I 91! 
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tathaivakaravam rama tvaddhyanaikaparayana | 
pratiksyagamanam te'dya saphalam gurubhasitam ıı 161 
tava sandar$anam rama gurünamapi me na hi | 
yosinmüdha'prameyatman hinajatisamudbhava ıı 1711 


16-17. Oh Lord Ram! According to his instructions, I had been meditating 
exclusively on you, thinking only of you, and was eagerly awaiting your arrival. 
Today those words of my Guru have become truthful and have borne fruit (16). 

Oh Lord Ram! Even my Guru was not fortunate to have your Darshan (divine 
sight); but, oh the Supreme Soul that is eternal, universal, infinite and sublime, I am 
an ignorant, illiterate, ordinary and humble woman born in a low caste (so, I could 
never ever expect it in my wildest of dreams that I will ever get a chance to meet your 
holiness)! 

[To wit, it's such a great wonder of providence and a wondrous marvel of fate 
that on the one hand such an exalted sage, sage Matang, could not have the good luck 
to meet you and get blessed by you during his entire life, and on the other hand a poor 
and lowly woman like me has had this rarest of rare good fortune that I not only could 
have your divine sight and an opportunity to have your company by way of hosting 
you, washing your holy feet, serving you sweet fruits, worshipping you, but also the 
opportunity to find my deliverance at your holy hands, in your holy presence. I don't 
know what good deed I did that has borne this fruit for me! I am dazed and amazed.] 
(17). 


dd GRRU GRIO AAAS qr | 
arid onftimRisRa pa: anemia fè II lll 
Mel WHE! À CSCI ANNER: | 

Idd a ora Sdar feb DA yeti 3t I1 gell 


tava dasasya dasanam Satasankhyottarasya va | 
dasitve nadhikaro'sti kutah saksattavaiva hi i| 181 
katham ramadya me drstastvam manovagagocarah | 
stotum na jane devesa kim karomi prasida me ıı 1911 


18-19. I am not worthy even to be called a maid servant of those who are themselves 
servants far down for a hundred rungs in the hierarchy of servants who directly serve 
your devotees. Then say, what face do I have to call myself your ‘direct or first rung 
servant’, one who serves you directly, one who is your close devotee, your close 
follower, your near subordinate? [To wit, I am so lowly and humble and unworthy 
that I cannot claim the privilege of being called your devotee, yet you are so gracious 
and kind that you have mercifully granted me this stature of being your devotee. How 
graceful of you!] (18). 

Oh Lord Ram! You are not the subject matter of the mind; the mind cannot 
understand you by application of intelligence, nor can you be understood by using the 
faculty of speech (i.e. no one can explain who you actually are). This being the case, I 
just don’t know how have I been so lucky and privileged to be able to have your 
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divine sight, and am able to see your holy form so up close. Oh the Lord of the Gods! 
I do not know how to pray you and sing your glories. What shall I do now? Please be 
pleased with me out of your own accord (because I am totally incompetent to pray to 
you or honour you by sing hymns of your glory)' (19). 


[Note— Sabari expresses her humility and astonishment. In verse no. 18 she means 
that she is so lowly by birth that she can’t imagine that she would be able to properly 
serve pious and saintly souls who are devotees of the Lord. In verse no. 19 she 
expresses surprise at her good fortune and the rare privilege that she has got; she is 
extremely astonished at the most unexpected reward that she has been granted, a 
reward that is beyond her wildest of dreams. She is so dumb-founded and stunned that 
she is lost for words, and so she says she can’t even offer even a simple prayer to 
welcome and honour the Lord.] 


[The simplicity and humility of Sabari on the one hand, and the unbound affection 
and the purity of devotion that she had for the Lord on the other hand, pleased Lord 
Ram exceedingly. So he blessed her as follows:-] 


RIA Sdra 

Used Ieficd AAN ar SANAA: | 
ol PRU Ag ARDA fà PRIA II Loll 
Sicona doreererorepeifat: | 

old qA ATÀ a efepidgRd: Act II 2211 


Srirama uvaca 

pumstve stritve vi$eso va jatinamasramadayah | 

na karanam madbhajane bhaktireva hi karanam ıı 2011 
yajfiadanatapobhirva vedadhyayanakarmabhih | 

naiva drastumaham $akyo madbhaktivimukhaih sada ii 2111 


20-22. (Lord Ram replied—) 'Distinction between a male and female body, or 
distinction made on the basis of caste, creed, clan, name and section of society, are 
not conducive for my worship (i.e. they are not the essential elements or a necessity 
for my worship or devotion; rather they are obstructions as they block one's spiritual 
progress). The only factor that pleases me and necessary for attaining spiritual peace 
is to have true devotion for me and to have sincere faith in me. (20). 

Those who are devoid of dedication and lack sincerity in having devotion for 
me as well as while worshipping me, can never expect to attain me by any other 
means such as by doing fire sacrifices, making charities, performing penances and 
austerities, or by studying the Vedas (ancient scriptures) in an effort to become 
acquainted with me and my holy, divine form (21). 


sl ASARDA oR BE: | 
aie oorr À gf aflar a»arcreitaor I 321 
cpgrc ot qr oftar fen À fügrcetorr II 3311 
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ito maddar$ananmuktistava nastyatra samSayah | 
yadi janasi me brühi sita kamalalocana ıı 3211 
kutraste kena va nita priya me priyadar$ana ıı 331 


32-33. Now that you have had my Darshan (i.e. you have seen my holy and my 
divine form), your emancipation and salvation are indeed a certainty—there is no 
doubt about it. Meanwhile, if you know then please do tell me about the whereabouts 
of the lotus-eyed Sita (32). Who has taken away my beloved wife who is so charming 
to behold (can you tell me)?' (33). 


eraejara 

od Hon ada ad cd faarao | 

desl uceoat AoA APERA: YÙ II 3¥il 
darsaerfaremeeníar tia ayon Rer | 
3IdUloI EA AA ASORI AAAS I 3NI 


śabaryuvāca 

deva jānāsi sarvajňa sarvam tvam viśvabhāvana ı 
tatha'pi prcchase yanmam lokananusrtah prabho ıı 3411 
tato'hamabhidhasyami sita yatradhuna sthita | 
ravanena hrta sita lankayam vartate'dhuna ıı 3511 


34-35. (Sabari said—) 'Oh Lord who is all-knowing, wise, erudite and omniscient! 
Oh the one who charms the universe, one who enchants and keeps in his thrall the 
entire world! You are aware of everything. Inspite of that, oh Lord, if you wish to 
follow the traditional behaviour of an ordinary human and therefore ask me about the 
whereabouts of Sita (34), then I shall tell you. Sita has been stolen by Ravana, and at 
this time she is in Lanka (as his prisoner) (35). 


Sc: AHÙ 21a 1552 UFUTA 21213241 | 
PAPIRIA AAAA AZION: II SEI 
dafatatfogfér ari ahd arorarféra: | 
alaala: Aol aq femocergeifaaar: | 3911 
TÍNA seg ARAARA | 
TRAJ Hews cd cor AAI PS gait II 3c! 
ofa 21 21d à aoi Asura ferries | 
3redif3oi YAA arare] 2gorocot II ZSI 


itah samipe rama"ste pampanama sarovaram | 
rsyamukagirirnama tatsamipe mahanagah ıı 3611 
caturbhirmantribhih sardham sugrivo vanaradhipah | 
bhitabhitah sada yatra tisthatyatulavikramah ıı 3711 
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valina$ca bhayad bhratustadagamyamrserbhayat I 
valinastatra gaccha tvam tena sakhyam kuru prabho ıı 381 
sugrivena sa sarvam te karyam sampadayisyati | 
ahamagnim praveksyami tavagre raghunandana ıı 39II 


36-39. Oh Lord Ram! There is a lake called Pampa near here. Near it is a large 
mountain called Rishyamook (36). There, Sugriv, the king of monkeys who is 
peerless in valour and famed in strength, lives with his four ministers (37) due to the 
fear of his brother Baali. Because of a curse by a sage, that place is totally out of 
bounds for Baali. Oh Lord! Go there and befriend yourself with Sugriv (38). Oh 
Raghunandan (Lord Ram)! Sugriv will fulfil all your requirements (1.e. he will help 
you first find Sita and then free her from the demon's captivity). Now, I shall enter the 
sacred fire in front of you (in order to burn my mortal body and let my soul attain 
deliverance) (39). 


ggd fco Nog MAGoeal PARA | 
URAL 3rorqor 2127 Ad fawn: Us uot Ii voll 
SA Asi 212121051 uferdor SATII | 
Sono APAAPA EAA | 
AARIS sei qrurfergciarr II v LII 


muhürtam tistha rajendra yavaddagdhva kalevaram | 
yasyami bhagavan rama tava visnoh param padam ıı 401 
iti ramam samamantrya pravivesa hutasanam | 
ksanannirdhuya sakalamavidyakrtabandhanam | 
ramaprasadacchabari moksam prapatidurlabham i 411 


40-41. Oh Rajendra (literally, a King amongst the kings)! Oh Lord Ram! Till the time 
I burn my mortal coil (my physical gross body) and go to the abode of Lord Vishnu, 
you must wait here for one Muhurt till then. [To wit, please wait here for some time 
while I make preparations to leave my gross body and free my soul from its captivity. 
Wait for about a quarter of an hour, or 1 Muhurt, which is roughly equivalent to 48 
minutes. ]' (40). 

After requesting Lord Ram in the above manner, Sabari entered the holy fire, 
and in a fleeting moment she burnt all her fetters symbolised by worldly delusions and 
her gross mortal body, thereby freeing her soul which attained deliverance and 
emancipation by the grace of Lord Ram (41). 


Sub-section 6.2.3: Lord Ram meets Sugriv and Hanuman, and befriends 
them. 


After his meeting with Sabari and providing her soul deliverance, Lord Ram followed 
her advice and moved ahead on his way to reach the other side of Lake Pampa where 
he came to the base of a mighty mountain called Rishyamook. Here he met Hanuman 
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and Sugriv, and befriended them. They were great warriors of the kingdom of the 
monkey race, known as Kishkindha, and were living in exile on the summit of this 
mountain with some other companions, because Baali, the elder brother of Sugriv and 
the king of Kishkindha, had thrown him out of the capital due to some 
misunderstanding between the two brothers. 


This episode is narrated in Adhyatma Ramayan, Kishkindha Kand, Canto 1, verse 
nos. 1-45 as follows:- 


I| ERIA LORPENA II 
I] erat: Bot: II 


ofiararód zara | 

dd: AISA WA: Bol: WURRAACA | 
MICA ABA 9jeoi Evel fdaarrarrereit II 1l 
Hora 21fdracfiviarerenarcronqnad1 | 
SOCCHAIADCERPAGUAAVSAA Il l 


i! adhyatmaramayane kiskindhakandam ıı 
i! prathamah sargah i 


$rimahadeva uvaca I 

tatah salaksmano ramah $anaih pampasarastatam | 
agatya sarasam Srestham drstva vismayamayayau i 11 
kroSamatram suvistirnamagadhamalasambaram | 
utphullambujakalharakumudotpalamanditam ıı 211 


1-2. Lord Shiva said—'Oh Parvati! Thence Lord Ram, accompanied by Laxman, 
gradually came to the banks of the lake called Pampa. He was very astonished when 
he saw it; its beauty amazed him (1). 

It was one Kosa (appx. 2 miles) in length, was filled with crystal clear water 
that could not be fathomed, and lotus flowers of various kinds, large and small such as 
Kalahaar and Utpal, some fully blooming and others still as buds, as well as fully 
grown water lilies and their newly sprouted buds, adorned the lake in their colourful 
abundance (2). 


suwRusachlul aaaropiíóeiférat | 
dcMwrHcoHlatemPdolguonlsad I 31 
SJUA O PRATA | 
aai Horae UDSR II vIl 


hamsakarandavakirnam cakravakadisobhitam | 
jalakukkutakoyastikrauficanadopanaditam ıı 311 
nanapuspalatakirnam nanaphalasamavrtam | 
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satam manahsvacchajalam padmakifijalkavasitam 1! 411 


3-4. Birds such as Hans (swan) and Kaarandav (a flamingo; a duck) were floating 
on its placid waters; Chakravaks (the ruddy goose) etc. were enhancing its beauty; 
while the environment around the lake was echoing with the clamour of sounds made 
by Jalkukut (a type of cock-like bird with a black body and blue feathers that lives on 
the surface of water bodies), Koyasti (a type of Indian cuckoo), Kronch (the heron 
bird) etc. (3). 

The area surrounding the lake was well endowed with a fascinating array of 
colourful flowering creepers as well as fruit trees of different types, while its crystal 
clear water, which was made fragrant and sweet-smelling by yellow lotus flowers that 
abounded in it, was as clean and clear as the mind of saints and pious souls (4). 


aqluzued uferci dicar JAE fer: | 

Mopar: ARRA sado uerr RÀ II VII 
BUA: UPd od 2121c1821uil | 
Hoar Gloril siclacwcrafvsd | 

ugao fafcenol agnor BI: ofa AAA II SII 


tatropasprśya salilam pītvā śramaharam vibhuh ı 

sanujah sarasastire Sitalena pathā yayau ıı 51 
rsyamükagireh par$ve gacchantau ramalaksmanau | 
dhanurbanakarau dantau jatavalkalamanditau | 
pasyantau vividhan vrksan gireh Sobham suvikramau ıı 611 


5-6. Reaching the place, the ‘Vibhu’ (i.e. the Lord who is omnipresent, immanent, 
magnanimous, eternal and almighty; Lord Ram), along with his younger brother 
(Laxman), sipped and drank its water which was very refreshing, and which removed 
his weariness. [To wit, the two brothers refreshed themselves by rinsing their mouths, 
sprinkling water on their tired bodies, and drinking the water of Pampa lake that was 
clean, sweet and cool. ] 

Then, having refreshed himself, the Lord moved on along the banks of the 
lake on a path that was cooled by the shade of the trees lining it (5). 

In this manner Lord Ram and Laxman—who were adorned by matted hairs 
and clothes made of birch, who practiced self-restrain (i.e. they had full control over 
their sense organs), were most valiant, brave and powerful, and who held a bow and 
arrow each in their hands—moved slowly to come near the Rishyamook mountain, all 
the while watching with fascination and enjoying the beautiful sight of different types 
of trees found on the way, and beholding the beauty of the mountain that loomed in 
the front (6). 


3joftazq PrRaifot agf: As do: | 
Rerca soot at errearare2le PR: fora: I VII 
8I«IIGI8 good cpl al dat 2rd | 
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sugrivastu girermurdhni caturbhih saha vanaraih | 
sthitva dadarsa tau yantavaruroha gireh Sirah i 71 
bhayadaha hanumantam kau tau viravarau sakhe | 
gaccha janihi bhadram te vaturbhutva dvijakrtih i1 811 


7-8. At that time, Sugriv (the prince of the kingdom of Kishkindha, the realm of the 
monkey race, who had been living in exile on Mt. Rishyamook) was sitting with his 
four ministers on the summit of a mountain. When he saw the two brothers coming 
that way, he climbed to the highest peak of the mountain. [It shows that Rishyamook 
was not a single cone-shaped mountain, but it was a series of undulating hills and 
mountains with low and high peaks.] (7). 

Scared at the sight, he said to Hanuman, 'Oh friend! Look; who are these two 
braves! You be blessed! You go to them dressed (or disguised) as a Brahmachari 
Brahmin (a young celibate Brahmin; a student Brahmin) and find out the details about 
them (8). 


qifcrorr QAN febar ar sock AUI | 
cII82II AFI! Heal sioilfs ega eÙ: |i gil 
ale dl gece aosi PY WAH: | 
fdorndordl Arar ed solie IALIA II loll 


vālinā presitau kimva mam hantum samupagatau | 
tabhyam sambhasanam krtva janihi hrdayam tayoh ıı 911 
yadi tau dustahrdayau sanjham kuru karagratah | 
vinayavanato bhütva evam janthi ni$cayam i 1011 


9-10. Is it that they have come here to kill me at the behest of Vaali'? You talk with 
them and find out the reason for their coming here (9). If you find they are wicked, 
have malicious intentions and a malefic heart, you must indicate it to me by making 
signs with your fingers. Be careful; find out all about this in a very polite way (so as 
not to give them a hint about your own identity and why you are asking them 
questions). [To wit, use all your skills to determine who these two warriors are and 
why have they come here. Don't do anything to make them suspicious of you, and 
don't offend them. Be careful, as you will be alone down there, facing two armed 
warriors. | (10). 


[Note—'“Vaali” was the name of Sugriv’s elder brother. In Adhyatma Ramayan of 
Veda Vyas, which we are currently reading, this word is spelled as “Vaali”, but in 
Ram Charit Manas of Tulsidas it is spelled as “Baali”. 

Why was Sugriv so scared of Vaali (or Baali), and why would Vaali send 
someone to kill his younger brother? Though it is not the subject matter of our book, 
but a brief note would not be out of place to outline this fascinating story of love 
between the two siblings that turned into hate. It is as follows: 
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We read in the story of the Ramayana that Sugriv and Vaali were two 
brothers, Vaali being the elder of the two siblings. They were the rulers of the monkey 
race and had their capital at Kishkindha. Once, a demon named Dundhubhi came to 
challenge Vaali for a duel. Vaali killed him and flung his dead body on the mountain 
called Rishyamook. Blood of the demon sprayed in all the directions, and this blood 
defiled a hermitage of a sage who lived on this mountain. So he cursed that if Vaali 
ever came in that place he would die. It was out of this fear that Vaali never came 
near Mt. Rishyamook. 

Earlier, the two brothers had very cordial relations. Once a demon named 
Maayaawi, the son of Maye, came to Kishkindha and challenged Vaali. When Vaali 
rushed towards him, the demon fled and hid inside a cave. Vaali pursued him inside, 
but while entering the cave he told his younger brother Surgriv to guard the mouth of 
the cave and wait for him for at least a fortnight. Sugriv waited for one full month, but 
Vaali did not come back. At the end of this period blood started seeping out of the 
mouth of the cave. Thinking that the demon has killed his brother and would come out 
to kill him also, Sugriv covered the mouth of the cave with a huge boulder and fled 
from there. When he returned to Kishkindha, the courtiers had no choice but to anoint 
him as the king in place of his brother whom they all thought was killed by the 
demon. 

Meanwhile it so happened that the blood that had seeped out of the cave’s 
mouth was that of the demon who was killed by Vaali. When Vaali came out, he did 
not find Sugriv, and to make matters worse he found the mouth of the cave closed by 
a heavy boulder. When he came back to Kishkindha he found Sugriv on the throne. 
Naturally of course he went mad with anger, and beat his brother mercilessly. Sugriv, 
though not at all at fault, tried his best to explain the situation to Vaali, but the seed of 
misunderstanding and animosity was already sown, and seeing no way out, Sugriv 
fled with his life. Vaali usurped the kingdom and the wife of Sugriv forcibly. Sugriv 
was so terrified of Vaali who was baying for his blood that he escaped to the summit 
of a mountain called Rishyamook along with his trusted aides, and lived a forlorn and 
sorrowful life in hiding, because he knew that Vaali would never come to harm him 
here because of the sage’s earlier curse. 

The story goes that on some previous occasion Vaali had collected seven fruits 
of the coconut tree and kept them on the ground to take bath in the lake known as 
Pampaa. When he returned he found that a huge python was sitting on these seven 
fruits. This was tantamount to defiling the fruits and so Vaali cursed the serpent that 
the seven fruits would pierce his body and grow into tall trees. When the mother of 
the serpent came to know of this curse, she also cursed Vaali that anyone who would 
cut these seven coconut trees with a single arrow would be the one who would also 
kill him. 

When Lord Ram was wandering in the forest in search of Sita, his wife who 
was abducted by Ravana, the demon king of Lanka, he passed that way. By-and-by, 
the Lord and Sugriv struck a bond of friendship, and the Lord promised him to restore 
his lost dignity and right to the kingdom of Kishkindha, the monkey kingdom, from 
which he was disinherited. In return, Sugriv promised the Lord that he would do all he 
can to help the Lord find Sita and recover her, even if that meant a war with Sita’s 
abductor. 

Sugriv knew about the secret of the seven coconut trees. As he wished to be 
sure that Lord Ram was indeed capable to restore him to the throne of Kishkindha by 
eliminating Vaali, and that the things wouldn’t go out of hands and make life further 
tormenting for him, Sugriv asked the Lord to fell these seven tall coconut trees with a 
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single arrow. So when Lord Sri Ram felled the seven trees with an arrow, Sugriv 
knew that the Lord would indeed be able to kill his arch enemy Vaali. 

With Lord Sri Ram’s patronage and support, Sugriv went and challenged his 
elder brother Vaali for a duel. Vaali was absolutely stunned, as he had never expected 
Sugriv to ever have enough courage and strength to challenge him like this. His wife 
Taaraa also tried to dissuade him by pointing out that Sugriv has the support of Lord 
Sri Ram who is the Supreme Being incarnate, but Vaali was wiser because he decided 
that either way he was the winner. If he managed to eliminate Sugriv then he would 
get rid of this constant nuisance of a brother, and if he gets killed at the hands of Lord 
Sri Ram then also he will be lucky as his emancipation and salvation was absolutely 
sure. Where, he thought to himself, will he get such an opportunity again in life. In the 
first bout, Sugriv got bruised and beaten badly. He limped back to Sri Ram and 
complained bitterly. The Lord replied that he did not shoot Vaali because the two 
brothers looked exactly alike and he could not distinguish between them. There was a 
hidden message in this statement—the Lord wished to convey to Sugriv that for him 
all the creatures are alike. But at the same time he had to keep the words he had given 
to Sugriv that he would eliminate his enemy Vaali. So the Lord put a garland around 
his neck, purportedly to identity him but actually to finally warn Vaali that the victory 
of Sugriv is decided, and if he wants to save himself then he must make a truce. This 
time around too, Vaali beat Sugriv black and blue. The Lord was watching the 
proceedings from behind a tree. When the situation became worst and Sugriv was 
about to be knocked down, the Lord shot an arrow that hit Vaali and he fell down. 

It is said that Lord Sri Ram had to shoot Vaali from hiding because the latter 
had a boon which said that half of the enemy’s strength would pass on to Vaali if the 
enemy is within his sight. Nevertheless, Vaali felt privileged that the Lord of the 
world has himself killed him and given his soul the chance of finding liberation and 
deliverance from the fetters of the gross body of a monkey. At the time of death, Vaali 
put his son Angad in the Lord’s custody. This showed that Vaali was extremely 
prudent and wise. By entrusting the conqueror Ram with the safety and security of his 
son Angad he ensured that Angad would be safe from any kind of evil design of his 
uncle Sugriv who would now never try to kill him overtly or covertly. 

Besides this thing of the Lord giving Sugriv his word to kill his enemy and 
undo the grave injustice done to him and restore his dignity and right to the kingdom, 
there was another very important reason why Vaali had to be eliminated. On some 
previous occasion a reciprocal military pact was made between Vaali and Ravana that 
essentially said that they would not allow their respective territories to be used to 
launch an attack on the other, and also that they would come to each others aid should 
either of them is called to do so. The story is that once Vaali had put Ravana under his 
armpit for many days while the latter had gone to challenge the former when he was 
doing some worship. Peeved by Ravana’s arrogance and impertinence, Vaali had 
tucked him under his arms to stop him from annoying him any further. When his 
worship was finished and he had returned back to his capital at Kishkindha, he 
realised that Ravana was still squeezed under his armpit. So he released the latter and 
made a pact of friendship with him. This story is narrated in Anand Ramayan, Saar 
Kanda (Chapter 1), Sarga (Canto) 13, verse nos. 96-101. 

Since Lord Sri Ram needed to cross the territory of Kishkindha and also take 
the help of the army of this place to launch an assault on Lanka it was militarily wise 
and prudent to eliminate the foe in the backyard. 

But the Lord knew the constraints under which he had to eliminate Vaali 
though the latter had not offended the Lord in any manner whatsoever. The Lord was 
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well aware of his responsibilities towards Angad and he wished to rectify this 
apparent biased action of his of killing Vaali at the behest of Sugriv—so he ensured 
that the final right to the kingdom of Kishkindha went to the heir of Vaali, instead of 
the heir of Sugriv, by appointing Angad as the heir-apparent or the prince regent, and 
declaring that though Sugriv was made the king of Kishkindha upon Vaali’s death it 
was Angad who would succeed to the throne after Sugriv instead of any direct 
descendent of Sugriv such as his own son. 

The full story of Vaali and Sugriv is narrated in detail in (i) sage Veda Vyas’ 
Adhyatma Ramayan, Uttarkand, Canto 3; (11) Anand Ramayan, Saar Kand (Chapter), 
Sarga (Canto) 13, verse no. 140-152; and (iii) Ram Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, 
Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 1—to Doha no. 11.] 


adfer AG HUT SojaiTor Ar: | 
fdorerraordit acai 218i. oicdoagdic il 9 211 
ol yal YPN eraroil dasa | 
elod for: Hal: YIR ARDT II gll 


tatheti vaturupena hanumān samupagatah | 
vinayavanato bhütva ramam natvedamabravit ii 1111 
kau yuvam purusavyaghrau yuvanau virasammatau | 
dyotayantau di$ah sarvah prabhaya bhaskaraviva i! 1211 


11-12. Then Hanuman disguised himself as a Brahmachari and came to meet Lord 
Ram, bowed before him, and said most politely (11)—'Oh the one who is like a lion 
amongst men! Who are you two? You are young with a youthful body, and you look 
very brave, courageous and strong. You look so radiant and glorious that you 
resemble the sun that illuminates all the directions of the compass with its brilliance 
(12). 


[Note—As we observe here and in the verses that follow herein below, Hanuman was 
extremely polite and courteous while meeting Lord Ram and Laxman. He was all 
praises for the Lord. What could have been the reason? 

For one, he was actually overwhelmed by the Lord’s holy presence. For 
another, he decided to take all precautions by first speaking in the language of the two 
brothers instead of in his own dialect, and secondly to be highly polite and heap 
praises on the strangers to avoid any risk of either making them suspicious of his 
intentions by his unsolicited offer of acquaintance and enquiry about their identity in a 
wild and alien land. | 


gal djeiraeroaterfafer aufer aroi AA | 
Udi YeoUSul SPS SoA II ?31I 
ARM AFAD Roida cflcrer | 
HME ADO UICToIRT T Il vil 


yuvam trailokyakartaraviti bhati mano mama | 
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yuvam pradhanapurusau jagaddhetü jaganmayau ıı 1311 
mayaya manusakarau carantaviva lilaya | 
bhübharaharanarthaya bhaktanam palanaya ca n 1411 


13-14. My heart and mind says, and I have a hunch that you are the creator of the 
Triloki (the 3 worlds—the heaven, the earth and the nether world), are the primary 
cause of the whole world (i.e. it is you who had caused this universe to come into 
existence), are all-pervading and immanent in this world (in the form of the universal 
Atma, the universal pure Consciousness), are a personified form of the Viraat Purush 
(the cosmic Male; the Father of this creation; Lord Vishnu) (13). 

It appears that in order to remove the burden of the earth and to protect and 
sustain your devotees, you have playfully assumed a human form by virtue of your 
Maya (delusion creating powers)’, and are roaming around like an ordinary man (14). 


[Note—'The Supreme Lord of this creation had used his delusion-creating powers to 
hide his true identity so that the people of the world would think that he was an 
ordinary human being like all others. This smoke-screen was necessary in order to 
eliminate the cruel demons led by Ravana, because the latter had voluntarily 
exempted humans when he sought a boon of invincibility from Brahma, the first of 
the Trinity Gods, as he thought that if the Gods, who are mighty and immortal, would 
not be able to kill or harm him, then what is there to worry about from a human being 
who could easily be overcome and crushed as they would be no match for Ravana in 
strength or any other matter. 

Hence, Lord Vishnu had to assume this particular form, i.e. the form of a 
‘human being’ as the prince of Ayodhya known as Lord Ram, to exploit this single 
loop-hole in the otherwise solid armour of Ravana's defence in order to slay this 
villainous demon king.] 


sachos ut qaod appe | 
cpriezeicrel Af cheri wdater II 2I 
mado RP adecezeniaseast | 
RoR cies qaocirídíe A afer: I 961 


avatirnaviha parau carantau ksatriyakrti | 
jagatsthitilayau sargam Iilaya kartumudyatau ıı 151 
svatantrau prerakau sarvahrdayasthavihesvarau | 
naranarayanau loke carantaviti me matih ıı 161 


15-16. You are verily the Supreme Lord himself, for it is truly him who has revealed 
himself in the form of a Kshatriya prince known as “Lord Sri Ram", and wandering 
on this earth like an ordinary human. You are the Lord who actively and diligently 
create and sustain this entire universe, and finally bring about its end, as if it was a 
mere game or a sport for you (15). 

As per my wisdom and understanding, it looks that you reside in the heart (the 
inner-self) of all living beings as their true ‘self? (i.e. as their Atma, the pure 
conscious soul); you are the one who motivates and inspires all; you are absolutely 
independent and do not need any help or support to carry out your wishes. Oh Lord! 
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Indeed I am sure that you are the same Supreme Being who is roaming here in this 
wild forest' (16). 


RIA agai gre uesloi qeasfüurar | 
9Icc9IT2cgar9mivr Yer AAPL II 91i 
sola sia proi or fepPacuerfeoder | 
dd: Ys Solio WAY silorfdsje: Ii lll 


$riramo laksmanam praha pasyainam vaturüpinam | 
Sabdasastramasesena $rutam nünamanekadha ıı 1711 
anena bhasitam krtsnam na kificidapaSabditam | 

tatah praha hanümantam raghavo jnanavigrahah ıı 181 


17-18. Hearing these well-spoken words of Hanuman, Lord Ram confided to 
Laxman, 'Oh Laxman! Look at this individual who is standing in front of us attired as 
a Brahmachan. Surely he has studied the science of language (i.e. grammar) 
thoroughly and diligently (17). Listen! He has said so many things, but there has been 
no error in his speech or use of words. His language is perfect and he is very cultured 
in his mannerism. [So obviously he has had an excellent education. ]' 

Then Raghav (Lord Ram), who is an embodiment of knowledge and wisdom, 
turned to answer Hanuman and said (18)— 


aS crerzeft ARa A ASAS: | 
zaen arki arre fücrdaoreilzara Il 2 gil 
sede fafuor Res use fga | 

dq ARÉ eir 2flar 381211 DAAA | 
arsroqecídrarerril cd ct dr PB dr dg Il oll 


aham dasarathi ramastvayam me laksmano'nujah | 
sitaya bharyaya sardham piturvacanagauravat ıı 1911 
agatastatra vipine sthito'ham dandake dvija | 

tatra bharya hrta sita raksasa kenacinmama | 
tamanvestumihayatau tvam ko va kasya va vada ıı 201 


19-20. 'I am the son of king Dasrath, and this is my younger brother Laxman. I have 
come to the forest, along with my wife Sita, to obey the words of my father (19). 

I used to stay in the Dandkaranya forest. There, some demon has stolen my 
wife Sita. We have come here to search for her. Pray be kind to tell us, who you are 
and whose son are you? ' (20). 


agsara | 
offal orrer 2rorr eit Arora ASIAT: | 
ddfatatfogfar ari BRA ferofer 1 o? 
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al eoforerror AAA arferor: uaa: | 
clot PRIA ARÉ ear Aes arícror II 2211 


vaturuvaca I 

sugrivo nama raja yo vanaranam mahamatih | 
caturbhirmantribhih sardham girimurdhani tisthati i| 211 
bhrata kaniyan sugrivo valinah papacetasah | 

tena niskasito bharya hrta tasyeha valina i 2211 


21-22. The Brahmachari (vatuka) said, 'Oh Lord! Sugriv is the king of the monkey 
race; he is wise and great. He stays on the summit of this mountain with his four 
ministers (21). 

He is the younger brother of Vaali, who is sinful, wicked, evil and pervert in 
his mind and heart. He (Vaali) has forcefully taken away Sugriv's wife, and has 
thrown him out of the house (22). 


agarrecergrpbnpgesr farfsanforeer Aer: | 
a Jofaufaa ay amari II 2311 
SAIA fecal ePotoflorafarsara: | 
dol AR cde ach ARA 29081 II eyll 
avs sod Aska sifavefer | 
saloflild ISA atlerces eife Wa I VII 


tadbhayadrsyamükakhyam girimasritya samsthitah | 
aham sugrivasacivo vayuputro mahamate ıı 2311 
hanumannama vikhyato hyafijanigarbhasambhavah | 
tena sakhyam tvaya yuktam sugrivena raghüttama ıı 2411 
bharyapaharinam hantum sahayaste bhavisyati | 
idanimeva gacchama agaccha yadi rocate ıı 251 


23-25. Hence, out of his fear, Sugriv stays on this Rishyamook mountain. Oh the 
great and wise one (Lord Ram)! I am a minister of Sugriv, and am the son of the 
Wind-God (23). 

I have taken birth from the womb of mother Anjani, and am known in the 
world by the name of Hanuman. Oh the most exalted Raghu (Lord Ram)! You should 
make friends with Sugriv (24). 

He will be of help to you to kill the one who has stolen your wife. Come, if 
you wish, we shall go to him' (25). 


RIA 3dra | 
3r&dtceTIorcrcior 2122] qx PeR | 
IRA eraot cacateere ierat Il 9&1 
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dodo Fada Ret aenga | 
armed AA 2cpotll sco: UAT || Vll 
aq feof ahd arfocrfsratferoit area | 
AA RIRE Ipoti WAS AGAT: || cll 


Srirama uvaca | 

ahamapyagatastena sakhyam kartum kapisvara | 
sakhyustasyapi yatkaryam tatkarisyamyasamsayam ıı 2611 
hanuman svasvarupena sthito ramamathabravit | 
arohatam mama skandhau gacchamah parvatopari ii 2711 
yatra tisthati sugrivo mantribhirvalino bhayat | 

tatheti tasyaruroha skandham ramo'tha laksmanah i 2811 


26-28. Lord Ram replied, 'Oh the Lord of Monkeys! I too have come to befriend him 
(Sugriv)!. I will also try to do any work of that friend if there is any I can do. There is 
no doubt about it' (26). 

Hearing this, Hanuman shed his disguised form and presented himself in his 
true form, and said to Lord Ram, 'Both of you sit on my shoulders. Then we shall go 
up the mountain (27) where Sugriv, along with his ministers, keeps hiding out of fear 
of Vaali'. Saying 'alright', Lord Ram and Laxman mounted on the shoulders of 
Hanuman, one on each side (28). 


[Note—'We have already read that Sabari had advised Lord Ram to come to 
Rishyamook mountain where he would find Sugriv. The Lord should make him a 
friend as he would help the Lord to find Sita and free her from her abductor. Refer: 
Adhyatma Ramayan, Aranaya Kand, Canto 10, verse nos. 34-39.] 


3cuuri f3reff£ot aruróa srarfu: | 

JAERI Baliye Reral dii 21816182101] I LSI 
Seay YoflagquersAa pArA: | 

csi À IRIART stot eftaracigait Il Soll 

ogai UAV Bel cr ASA HRI | 

sfdoi AMMAR Aol AA Gai PS II 3?1I 


utpapata girermurdhni ksanadeva mahakapih | 
vrksacchayam samasritya sthitau tau ramalaksmanau ıı 2911 
hanumanapi sugrivamupagamya krtanjalih | 

vyetu te bhayamayatau rajan $riramalaksmanau i 301 
Sighramuttistha ramena sakhyam te yojitam maya | 

agnim saksinamaropya tena sakhyam drutam kuru i 311 


29-31. The great Lord of monkeys jumped (i.e. made a great leap) to reach the 
summit of the mountain so quickly as if in a flash. There, Lord Ram and Laxman 
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stood under the shade of a tree (waiting for Hanuman to go and brief Sugriv, and then 
bring him to introduce the two brothers to him) (29). 

Hanuman went to Sugriv to report, apprised him of the developments, and said 
to him politely with folded hands—'Oh king! Remove your doubts and suspicions 
because Lord Ram and Laxman have come to visit you (as a friend, and not as an 
enemy as you had feared) (30). So get up quickly. I have arranged for your friendship 
with Lord Ram. Make friends with him soon, with the sacred fire as a witness. [Don’t 
harbour apprehensions, for when I recommend them to you I am responsible for my 
actions. Remember that I am absolutely loyal to you; that I owe my allegiance to you 
first and foremost, and it is my moral responsibility to ensure no harm comes to you. 
So don’t worry in the least.]' (31). 


ANSET: 218191821 291131 | 
dsigikRal Jae fescar ARRI ool Har I 321 
SACA ZARIS NARI A FAI: | 
aur aeaf: 2rd vardaerz Il 331 
caeduRragdicad 21mgarodaníed: | 
qordrerifrerrot Aas T It 3v1l 


tato'tiharsatsugrivah samagamya raghuttamam | 
vrksaS$akham svayam chitva vistaraya dadau muda ıı 3211 
hanumanllaksmanayadatsugrivaya ca laksmanah | 
harsena mahatavistah sarva evavatasthire i| 3311 
laksmanastvabravitsarvam ramavrttantamaditah | 
vanavasabhigamanam sitaharanameva ca II 3411 


32-34. Then Sugriv was very happy to hear the news, and so he came to Lord Ram 
delightfully’. He broke a branch of a tree with his own hands and gave it to the Lord 
to sit upon (32). 

Similarly, Hanuman gave a seat to Laxman, and Laxman offered one to Sugriv 
in turn. Everyone sat down on their respective seats, happily and comfortably (33). 

Thence, Laxman narrated the whole story of Lord Ram from the beginning 
(i.e. from the time they left Ayodhya) to their coming to the forest to live here, and the 
subsequent abduction of Sita from their hermitage in the forest (34). 


[Note—'We have already read in a note appended to Ram Charit Manas, Kishkindha 
Kand, Chaupai line nos. 6-8 that precede Doha no. 4 in sub-section 6.1.4 of our Book 
why Sugriv so readily agreed to be friends with Lord Ram on the suggestion of 
Hanuman. It was because Sugriv trusted Hanuman so much that when the latter told 
him that he has brought the two brothers up the mountain with a promise that Sugriv 
would welcome them as a friend, and that Sugriv must not hesitate to meet the two 
guests immediately and make friends with them, Sugriv did not think twice or in any 
way doubt the correctness of Hanuman’s decision, because he knew that Hanuman 
was not only exceptionally wise and intelligent but also very faithful and loyal to him. 
Sugriv was confident that the Creator may turn against him, but Hanuman would 
never betray him ever, no matter what happens. 
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Hanuman explained to Sugriv the strategic importance to have the two warrior 
brothers, Lord Ram and Laxman, as his allies as their friendship would deter his arch 
enemy, Vaali, from tormenting him further. The race to which the two brothers 
belonged was far superior in intelligence, strength and abilities compared to the race 
to which Sugriv and his brother Vaali belonged. Hence, as soon as Vaali discovers 
that Sugriv has forged an alliance with superior warriors like Lord Ram and Laxman, 
he would stop bothering him any further, and so the constant fear of attack and harm 
from Vaali in which Sugriv passed his days would be a thing of the past. 

This logic of Hanuman was sound enough to convince Sugriv that he has a lot 
to gain by making Lord Ram and Laxman his friends. ] 


ciga Ad: ral Yoflal 212121gdid | 

a OR Niog Ulan: URAIA ii 31! 
AERA c 2181 PRY ARTO: | 

9IUJ WA dA Eve feoPad PeRIRIEA i BEII 


laksmanoktam vacah Srutva sugrivo ramamabravit | 
aham karisye rajendra sitayah parimarganam ıı 351 
sahayyamapi te rama karisye Satrughatinah | 

$rnu rama maya drstam kificitte kathayamyaham i 361 


35-36. Hearing the words of Laxman, Sugriv said to Lord Ram, 'Oh the King of 
kings! I shall search for Sita (35). I shall help you to slay your enemy. Oh Lord Ram! 
I shall now tell you all that I have seen myself. Listen carefully (36)— 


vod agi: are Resa BRAA | 
ERRI oher cporfercgarararerer I 3111 
lodi RIAA excaRara udu | 
SIFRU, SAAT anfiroft I 3l 
forJlgerrer: Rea aplgtocil Ao 281217 | 
oiae AAN ojareneifàr gait Ii 3911 


ekada mantribhih sardham sthito'ham girimürdhani | 
vihayasa niyamanam kenacitpramadottamam ıı 37II 
krosantim ramarameti drstvasman parvatopari | 
amucyabharananyasu svottariyena bhamini ıı 381 
niriksyadhah parityajya kroSanti tena raksasa | 
nitaham bhüsananyasu guhayamaksipam prabho ıı 3911 


37-39. One day I was sitting with my ministers on the top of the mountain. At that 
time we saw that some demon was taking away some most attractive and charming 
woman by the path of the sky (37). 

That lady was wailing aloud *Ram, Ram'. Seeing us sitting atop the mountain, 
she took off her ornaments, tied them in a cloth (probably her scarf), and seeing us, 
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she threw it down. Oh Lord! In this way, that demon took away that gentle lady who 
was constantly and woefully lamenting and wailing. I immediately picked up those 
ornaments and kept it aside (i.e. I hid them) in a mountain cave (38-39). 


sorla usa cd airofifà aa dr of qr | 
sada WA GAIARI IOR: Ii voll 
figa maga ar 2ftàfe Asses: | 
ale forfürer dead BAS YP eret It v ell 


idanimapi pa$ya tvam janihi tava va na va | 
ityuktvaniya ramaya darsayamasa vanarah ıı 4011 
vimucya ramastaddrstva ha siteti muhurmuhuh | 
hrdi niksipya tatsarvam ruroda prakrto yatha ii 4111 


40-41. You must have a look at them and see if they are yours or not. [See for 
yourself to check if you can recognise those things as belonging to your wife, for if 
you can identify them then it is sure that the lady of whom I am talking about was 
indeed Sita, your wife. In that case we will be sure also about the direction in which 
she was being taken away by the demon. So please have a close look. |' 

Saying this, the monkey (Sugriv) brought them and showed them to Lord Ram 
(40). 

When the Lord opened the bundle and saw the ornaments, he immediately 
recognised them to belong to his wife Sita; so he clasped them to his heart. Like an 
ordinary man suddenly remembering his lost wife after discovering some signs of her 
that she left behind, the Lord began to cry, wailing repeatedly 'Oh Sita, Oh Sita!' (41). 


IPARA WA wal AFAA draerergdt | 
SRRA À AA Yael So P} 9A | 
AlooGASRIo &cdI 2IdUI2II&d || v2ll 
3jeflatsuare à 2121 gfereri Paro d I 

MAY WAU SCA Ad GRE SAPA Ii v3ll 


asvasya raghavam bhrata laksmano vakyamabravit | 
acirenaiva te rama prapyate janaki Subha | 
vanarendrasahayena hatva ravanamahave ıı 4211 
sugrivo'pyaha he rama pratijnam karavani te | 
samare ravanam hatva tava dasyami janakim ıı 4311 


42-43. Then brother Laxman consoled him, saying—'Oh Raghav; with the help of the 
king of monkeys (Sugriv) you shall soon kill Ravana in the war and retrieve the 
auspicious Janki (Sita). [So you must not lament; have patience and courage. The time 
is not far away when you shall once again meet Sita. ]' (42). 
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Sugriv also reassured Lord Ram and promised all help, saying 'Oh Lord Sri 
Ram! I make a promise to you that I shall get Sita back to you by killing Ravana in 
the war' (43). 


ddl goio, Yodice ARÍ Alya: | 
arqeit 21212]9[Tarasort 2ufàrfür feof II vil 
«na Yat aifergoer u22u23rocetal | 

AÀ 2gorrerzer Yofla: AUANT i vell 


tato hanüman prajvalya tayoragnim samipatah | 
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44-45. Then Hanuman lit a fire near them. Both Lord Ram and Sugriv made the 
sacred fire as a witness (44), and once again formally met and embraced each other 
with wide open arms. Thereafter, Sugriv sat down near the Lord. [Earlier, before the 
ritual of making friendship with fire as a witness, Sugriv sat in front of Lord Ram. But 
after their friendship was formalised, Sugriv sat by the side of the Lord. This indicates 
closeness and formalisation of their relationship as friends.] (45). 


Sub-section 6.2.4: In due course of time, Sugriv dispatched a large 
number of messengers and heralds as spies and scouts in all the directions 
to search for Sita. One such reconnoitring team consisting of prominent 
monkey and bear warriors heads towards south and enters a cave where 
they meet a hermitress named Swayamprabha. 


After a bond of friendship was forged between Lord Ram and Sugriv, they chatted 
and shared information about each other. During this intercourse Lord Ram enquired 
from Sugriv the reason for his living a life of fear and seclusion away from his capital, 
at which Sugriv confided with the Lord about his misfortunes, about the grave 
injustice done to him by his elder brother Vaali who had thrown him out of the 
kingdom, kept his wife, and threatened him with death if he ever dared to re-enter the 
capital city of Kishkindha. Lord Ram took pity on him, and as a good friend he 
assured to help Sugriv regain his honour and wife. 

Supported and encouraged by the almighty Lord, Sugriv challenged and 
managed to slay his inimical brother Vaali in a fierce face-to-face duel. (Refer: 
Adhyatma Ramayan, Aranaya Kand, Canto 2.} 

Thereafter, by the grace of Lord Ram, Sugriv ascended the throne and became 
the king of Kishkindha. {Refer: Adhyatma Ramayan, Aranaya Kand, Canto 3.} 

But such is the way of this selfish world that once Sugriv had got back his 
kingdom, he neglected to do Lord Ram’s work—i.e. he forgot to make efforts to 
search for Sita by sending scouts and messengers in all the directions. 
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Meanwhile, Lord Ram and Laxman took up dwelling on a nearby mountain 
called Pravarshan to pass the four months of the rainy season, because for one, it 
would very difficult to launch the search operation in the wild forest during rains, and 
second, some practical time must be given to Sugriv to help him establish his 
authority and grip as the kingdom’s new ruler and put things in order. 

Since Sugriv had got so involved in worldly matters that he neglected the 
Lord’s work, Hanuman warned and alerted him about his mistake and the gravity of 
consequences of annoying Lord Ram. In the meantime, Lord Ram too went Laxman 
to make Sugriv see sense and mend his ways immediately as time was fast running 
out. {These developments are narrated in Adhyatma Ramayan, Kishkindha Kand, 
Canto no. 5.} 


That said briefly, and in order to remain focused on our story, we shall skip these 
above referred events as they do not bear any direct relation to the theme of our story, 
and come straight to the point when Sugriv felt very sorry for his folly of neglecting 
to send teams to search Sita, and in the process inadvertently offending Lord Ram. He 
immediately made amends by meeting and apologising to the Lord, and then ordered 
a large number of monkeys and bears to go in every direction of the earth and 
diligently search Sita. 

One such team was special as it consisted of prominent and trusted members 
of Sugriv’s court—such as Hanuman (his most trusted and wise lieutenant), Jamvant 
(the elderly chief of the bears who was equally trusted and wise), Angad (his nephew 
and heir apparent), Nal and Neel (expert architects and construction engineers), and 
other confidantes like them. This particular group headed in the south direction. 

By-and-by this team reached a cave and met a hermitress named 
Swayamprabha, who transported them instantly, in a magical way, to the shore of the 
southern ocean by employing her transcendental mystical powers of movement. 


Now we shall proceed to read about these episodes from Adhyatma Ramayan, 
Kishkindha Kand, Canto no. 6 as follows:- 
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1-3. Lord Shiva said—'Oh Parvati! They (i.e. Sugriv, Hanuman, and Laxman who 
was sent by Lord Ram to bring Sugriv to him) saw Lord Ram sitting on a stone slab 
on the mouth of the cave. He was attired in a deer skin, was dark complexioned, had a 
crown of matted hairs on his head (1), had large eyes, was calm, tranquil and serene, 
and his charming face had a smile of a man lost in some pleasant thoughts so much so 
that he is unaware of his surroundings. The Lord was so overwhelmed by the 
emotional torment created due to the agony of separation from his beloved wife Sita 
that he appeared to be weary and haggard even as he gazed absent-mindedly at the 
deer and birds that moved around him! (2). 

Sugriv and Laxman got down from the chariot a little away, and came and fell 
down at his feet with devotion and reverence (3). 


[Note—'When Sugriv arrived at the cave where Lord Ram dwelt on Mt. Pravarshan, 
he found him sitting motionless, lost in deep thoughts. The Lord had a melancholic 
expression spread over his countenance that betrayed his emotional state of extreme 
sadness and profound gloom which was made all the more striking by the presence of 
a frozen smile on his dark-complexioned face and lotus-like eyes that were transfixed 
at a distant point where some deer and birds were moving around carelessly, for the 
smile and the gaze indicated that a huge emotional storm was blowing inside him as 
he was deeply lost in reminiscences and thoughts of Sita. ] 
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4-5. Lord Ram—who is an expert in the laws of Dharma (one's lawful duty, noble 
conduct, righteousness, probity, propriety)—embraced Sugriv and asked about his 
welfare. The Lord seated Sugriv close to himself, and duly honoured him (4). 

Then Sugriv said to the most exalted Raghu (Lord Ram) very reverentially, 
'Oh Lord! Look around and you will observe that a huge army of monkeys has started 
arriving! (5). 


[Note—'Sugriv came straight to the point as he was already aware what, in all 
probability, was going on in the mind of Lord Ram, for Laxman had briefed him on 
this point when he told Sugriv that the Lord is very annoyed that he (Sugriv) has 
forgotten to keep his promise to the Lord concerning the search for Sita. 

So Sugriv did not wish to take any risk; he had arranged things in a way that 
by the time he came to where Lord Ram was, a large number of monkey and bear 
warriors had started arriving. This clever move pre-empted any chance of Lord Ram 
expressing any sort of anger at Sugriv.] 
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6-7. [Briefing Lord Ram about the army of monkeys that was gradually assembling 
there, Sugriv said—] These monkeys are born on the Himalayas and other great 
mountains; they have bodies as colossus as the Sumeru and Mandrachal mountains; 
they live in different continents, along river banks and on mountains, and are as huge 
and enormous as mountains themselves! (6). 

All of them have been born from the sperms of Gods (i.e. these monkeys carry 
the genes of Gods, and are their manifested forms)”. They can assume any form they 
like, and are very expert in the art of warfare (7). 


[Note—'Mt. Sumeru is the heavenly golden-hued mountain where Gods live. Mt. 
Mandrachal was a huge legendary mountain that was used as the churning rod by the 
Gods and the Demons to churn the first ocean in the beginning of creation in order to 
produce Amrit, the ambrosia of eternity and bliss. 


*“The monkeys and bears having the genes of Gods" means that they possess unique 
qualities, strength and power that only Gods possess. At the time Lord Vishnu had 
promised these Gods and Mother Earth that he would come down as Lord Ram to 
eliminate Ravana and the race of cruel demons that was oppressing them, the Gods 
were advised by the Creator Brahma to come down to earth as monkeys and bears to 
serve Lord Ram. Refer: Adhyatma Ramayan, Baal Kand, Canto 2, verse nos. 22-32.] 
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garjantah parito yanti vanara yuddhakanksinah ıı 1011 


8-10. Oh Lord! Out of them, some have the strength of one, some of ten and some of 
10 thousand elephants taken together, while there are so many of them whose strength 
and valour can’t even be compared with anything at all (8). 

Look, some are black (dark complexioned) like the Kajjal Giri (the mountain 
of solidified soot), some are fair complexioned like gold, some have red faces like the 
colour of blood, while some have long (creeper-like hairs on their bodies (9). 

Some look charming as they are clean, gentle and polite like pure crystal is, 
while others look terrible and frightening like demons. All of these monkeys are very 
eager for battle, and that’s why they are so agitated, running hither and thither 
energetically, raring to go, and roaring all the while (10). 
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11-12. Oh Lord! They will all obey you and they will survive by eating only fruits 
and roots etc. [To wit, you will not have to worry about logistics and ration for this 
huge army.] 

[Then Sugriv introduced the chief commanders of the army to Lord Ram—] 
This king of bears, Jamvant, is very brave, wise and intelligent (11). He is the Lord 
(commander) of 10 million bears, and is foremost among my ministers. Next, this is 
Hanuman, the son of the wind-god; he is famous for his great strength and valour, and 
is most glorious, brilliant and radiant by the virtue of his excellent character and 
magnificent qualities (12). 
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kesari ca mahasattvah pita hanumato ball | 
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13-15. He is foremost amongst the wise ones, and is my chief (most senior) minister. 
Besides these two, my other army chief commanders are as follows—Nal, Neel, 
Gawai, Gawaksha, Gandhamadan, Sharav, Maindav, Gaj, Panas, Valimukh, 
Dadhimukh, Sushen, Taar, and the father of Hanuman known by the name of Kesari; 
the latter is most valorous, a great warrior, very famous, extremely steadfast and 
exceptionally agile (13-15). 
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16-17. All of them are of a noble and great heart; they are strong, valorous, valiant 
and mighty like Indra (the king of Gods). Each of them is the Lord (commander) of 
millions of monkeys (i.e. each one of the commanders I have named has a huge army 
of monkeys under his orders) (16). All of them are obedient to you, and they have 
been born out of the miniscule fraction (or sperms) of Gods. This is Baali's son, the 
most famous Angad (17). 
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18-19. He is also as strong as Baali, and is capable of crushing the demon hordes. In 
this manner, these monkeys as well as many others are eager to lay down their lives 
for you (18). 

They fight with large rocks uprooted from mountains, and they are all very 
expert in crushing and destroying the enemy. Oh the most exalted Raghu (Sri Ram)! 
All of them are under your control and command. So therefore, order them as you 
deem fit' (19). 
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20-24. Lord Ram's eyes were filled with tears of joy and delight, and he embraced 
Sugriv. He said, 'Oh Sugriv! You are aware of the difficulty of my task that is to be 
accomplished (20). If you think proper, you must appoint them (i.e. assign them) the 
task of searching out Sita according to their ability and aptitude. [You are the best 
judge to decide who amongst these commanders and warriors is the best suited for the 
job that is to be done, which is to search for Sita first and then to launch a campaign to 
free her from her captors, for I am but a stranger and a foreigner who have no 
experience of their skills, abilities and qualities. Hence you are the one who is best 
placed to select the messengers and then assign them the work as you think fit and 
proper. ]' 

Hearing these words of advice from Lord Ram, Sugriv was very delighted and 
pleased! (21). He gladly sent many monkeys in search of Sita. Having sent other 
monkeys in the various directions (22), he most carefully, after deep thought and 
considering all aspects, selected the most valorous prince Angad, the bear chief 
Jamavant, his trusted lieutenant Hanuman, and his other ministers such as Nal, 
Sushen, Sharav, Maind and Dwividh etc., and sent them towards the south. He said to 
them (23-24)— 


[Note— When Lord Ram left the details of the planning and the implementation of 
the project of searching out Sita and recovering her on Sugriv, the latter felt very glad 
and delighted as it not only showed that the Lord trusted him and had no hard feelings 
for him because he had neglected the Lord's work earlier, but also because the Lord 
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gave him due respect and the right to order his troops as a King of the kingdom of 
Kishkindha. Sugriv was happy that his dignity and self-respect was duly honoured by 
Lord Ram, and so it now devolves squarely upon his shoulders to ensure that the 
honour and dignity and respect and reputation of a great king of a great kingdom are 
properly taken care of. 

To wit, Lord Ram was very wise and prudent in putting the responsibility on 
Sugriv’s shoulders as now he was totally accountable for the success of the mission, 
and he cannot shrug it off by any sort of lame excuse. | 
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25-26. 'By my orders, all of you must diligently, industriously and sincerely, make all 
possible efforts to search out the most auspicious and virtuous Janki (Sita), and return 
within one month (25). 

If you return after one month without having found or seen her, then oh 
monkeys, be warned that you shall suffer capital punishment at my hands. [To wit, if 
you come back after the stipulated period of one month with no positive news of Sita, 
then you will suffer as I will severely punish you.]" (26). 


[Note— This threat was merely meant to tell the army that their king, Sugriv, was 
very serious about this matter. They should not waste time in loitering around, and go 
about the search seriously. Fixing a time was important for maintaining discipline and 
order, for otherwise there would have been no control over the thousands of monkeys 
and bears who were dispatched on the mission, for there were fair chances that they 
would spend time fooling around somewhere, and then take their own time to come 
back leisurely to report that they could not find Sita.] 
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27-29. Having thus dispatched those most strong, valiant and brave monkeys on their 
mission, Sugriv came and bowed before Lord Ram. He sat down near him (27). At 
that moment, seeing the son of the wind-god, Hanuman, about to go on his mission, 
Lord Ram called him near and said, 'Take my finger ring which has my initials (i.e. 
letters of my name) engraved on it with you. You should give this to Sita when she is 
alone as a means of your identification. Oh the best among monkeys (kapisattama)! 
You are the only one who is capable of doing this difficult task. I know your strength 
and intelligence. Alright then, proceed now on your path. Be blessed and have good 
luck!' (28-29). 
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30-33. In this manner, Angad and other monkeys were dispatched by the king of 
monkeys with his clear mandate. They began to roam about on this earth in search of 
Sita (30). 

While wandering, they came to a dense forest of the Vindhyachal mountain. 
There they saw a mountain-like formidable demon who was catching hold of deer and 
elephants of the forest and eating them (31). Some monkeys mistakenly thought that 
he was Ravana, so they chuckled loudly and excitedly, and punched him to death in a 
fraction of a moment (32). Then they realised that he cannot be Ravana because of the 
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ease with which he could be killed. So they went to another dense forest in search of 
Sita. There they felt very thirsty, but water was not visible anywhere (33). 
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34-36. Roaming around thirsty in that un-inhabitable and dense forest, their throat, 
lips and palate became parched. Then they saw a large cave covered by grass and 
creepers (34). Coming out of it they saw herons and swans with wet wings. Guessing 
that the cave must have a water body, they all decided to enter it in search of water. 
Hanuman went in first, and behind him all the monkeys followed arm-in-arm very 
eagerly, but scared to enter an unknown and labyrinthine cave (35-36). 


[Note—The cave must have been dark. They went in arm-in-arm so that they aren't 
lost in the pitch darkness of the labyrinthine cave or to face God-only-knew what was 
inside it. | 
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37-40. After proceeding far in pitch darkness, the monkeys found a pond with water 
as clean and pure as crystal. There were Kalpa tree-like evergreen trees (37) laden 
with fruits near it, and they had honeycombs hanging from them. Nearby they saw a 
pleasant dwelling that was richly decorated with colourful clothes and ornaments, and 
well endowed with all sorts of delectable eatables. It had all the auspicious signs 
befitting a hermitage, but was completely desolate. They were utterly astonished and 
stunned to see a beautiful lady with divine radiance sitting alone on a golden throne in 
one of the rooms of the dwelling. That lady was a Yogini (a female ascetic) sitting in 
deep meditation. Her glowing radiance illuminated the place. She word clothes made 
from birch (37-40). 
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41-43. Seeing that great soul, the monkeys bowed before her with respect and awe. 
Then that lady ascetic looked at them and said, 'Why and from whence have you all 
come? (41). Whose messengers are you? And why are you defiling my place?' 


Hearing this, Hanuman replied, 'Oh goddess! I shall tell you everything. Listen 
(42)—A most famous and majestic king known by the name of Dasrath was the ruler 
of Ayodhya. His exalted eldest son is famed by the name of Lord Sri Ram (43). 


grist PPR AMİ: Apo TR | 
NASA EAI set cr Bedi RIA II vvll 
UAV Ad Wa: Yofld Aropoil eel | 

3ro[tat AIJA Asa fügraccrerer 1i vell 


piturajfiam puraskrtya sabharyah sanujo vanam | 
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gatastatra hrta bharya tasya sadhvi duratmana ii 4411 
ravanena tato ramah sugrivam sanujo yayau | 
sugrivo mitrabhavena ramasya priyavallabham ıı 4511 


44-45. Obeying the words of his father, the Lord has come to the forest with his wife 
and younger brother. Here, his most virtuous and chaste wife has been abducted by 
the vile and wicked (44) Ravana. After that he has come to Sugriv along with his 
younger brother (Laxman) in search of Sita, his wife. Being friendly with Lord Ram, 
Sugriv has ordered us to search for the beloved wife of the Lord (45). 


gporeredídifer ure Ad aemper: | 

adt doi faferododl stort stcteprfeei0l: II vell 
Yfeisel az Ak Sdigd AAAI: | 

«d dr fcparelargif3r cbr dr ed dg or: YA II vell 


mrgayadhvamiti praha tato vayamupagatah | 

tato vanam vicinvanto janakim jalakanksinah 1 4611 
pravista gahvaram ghoram daivadatra samagatah | 

tvam va kimarthamatrasi ka va tvam vada nah Subhe ii 4711 


46-47. Hence, we have come from there (in our effort to find the whereabouts of 
Sita). Here we felt the need for water because we have become very thirsty while 
roaming here and there in search of Sita (46). That is why all of us entered this 
formidable cave, and by chance have come here. Oh the blessed and auspicious One! 
Why do you stay here, and who are you? Do tell us please' (47). 


afsrolt a aen EVLA oR gre eek: | 
aA pocl Seed dictar uer: I vell 
More Ad dst AA qaredsníte: | 

adfa sacar dicar a eter dato: Il vell 
Coll: Bale sical A GPAI: Real: | 
dd: ye saod Afro grio II Voll 


yogini ca tatha drstva vanaran prāha hrstadhih | 
yathestam phalamulani jagdhva pitvamrtam payah ii 4811 
agacchata tato vaksye mama vrttantamaditah | 

tatheti bhuktva pitva ca hrstaste sarvavanarah ıı 4911 
devyah samipam gatva te baddhafijaliputah sthitah | 
tatah praha hanümantam yogini divyadarsana ıı 5011 


48-50. The lady ascetic was very pleased and delighted to learn about this. She said to 
the monkeys, 'First, you should eat fruits and edible roots according to your wish, and 
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quench your thirst by drinking water (48). Then come to me and I shall tell you my 
full story from the beginning". 

At this advice all the monkeys said 'alright', and they ate fruits and drank water 
to their hearts' content (49). Thus refreshed and feeling cheerful, they came with a 
delighted heart to the exalted lady, and stood before her with folded hands. The 
glorious looking hermitress then said to Hanuman (50)— 


Sal oA RI fójoerasfüvft faeacoatur: | 

Ui 41à9I arial AAR aufaroft I 21 
JA AA: qaorfds R AEA | 

aig Remi 2r gsh araga 1 1211 


hema nama pura divyartpini visvakarmanah | 
putri mahesam nrtyena tosayamasa bhamini ii 5111 
tusto mahesah pradadavidam divyapuram mahat | 
atra sthita sa sudati varsanamayutayutam ıı 521 


51-52. 'In some ancient time, Vishwakarma (the architect of the gods) had a divine 
and beautiful looking daughter named Hema. She pleased Lord Shiva with her dance 
(51). He granted this large and magnificent city to her as a present (because he was 
very pleased with her dance). That lady with beautiful rows of teeth (“sudat?’; i.e. 
when she opened her mouth it revealed shining white teeth that resembled two rows 
of pearls) stayed here for thousands of years (52). 


RU 3S ardt facurreur Aoh | 
olI4oII FIYA IZPARI YRI II 9311 
asori qeicild A AG AUER | 

arja oaao ca 2rdgrfürfaafota I evi 


tasya aham sakhi visnutatpara moksakanksini | 

namna svayamprabha divyagandharvatanaya pura ıı 531 
gacchantī brahmalokam sā māmāhedam tapaścara ı 
atraiva nivasanti tvam sarvapranivivarjite i| 541 


53-54. I am her friend Swyamprabha, daughter of a Gandharva (a celestial musician) 
named Divya. I am desirous of emancipation and salvation (53). When she (Hema) 
went back to the heavens, she advised me, 'You should stay at this lonely place and do 
severe austerities and penances (Tapa) (54). 


FAS arerferatear ONS: | 
IARE ARRIÉ rotor |i eli 
3iIofocil AoRRA areriarreríoc c JEI | 
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YAIRI Aol orcdI 218i ACAI Yell: Il 9811 
MII Aaoi ferworeiifstorset AATA | 
sdlsá argid WA Gd RIAI II Vil 


tretayuge dasarathirbhütva narayano'vyayah | 
bhubharaharanarthaya vicarisyati kanane ıı 5511 
marganto vanarastasya bharyamayanti te guham | 
pujayitvatha tan natva ramam stutva prayatnatah ıı 561 
yatasi bhavanam visnoryogigamyam sanatanam | 
ito'ham gantumicchami ramam drastum tvaranvita ıı 571 


55-57. During the Terta Yuga, the supreme, unmanifest and attributeless Lord 
Narayan (Lord Vishnu) will reveal himself (as Lord Ram) in the household of king 
Dasrath (of Ayodhya), and in due course of time he would roam in the forest to 
remove the burden of the earth. [To wit, the Supreme Being will make the earth holy 
and sanctified by walking on it barefoot; all taints of sins and evil that has darkened 
the earth's soil would then be removed, and the mother earth would once again regain 
her pristine purity that she possessed before the advent of sinful creatures that spoilt 
her beauty and trampled upon her primary untarnished and unblemished form that was 
bestowed upon her by Nature at the time of beginning of creation.] (55). 

Some monkeys shall come to your cave while searching for his wife (Sita). 
You should then welcome them with due respect, and then you should go to Lord 
Ram and worship him by singing his glories (i.e. say prayers to him in the form of 
Stotras), after which you would proceed to the eternal abode of Lord Vishnu which is 
attainable by Yogis (ascetics) alone. [That is why I am advising you to do penances, 
austerities and meditation, i.e. Tapa and Yoga, as by this means you will clean your 
inner-self and prepare to have a divine sight of Lord Ram that is available only to a 
selected few who are eligible for this rare privilege, glory and honour. When that 
happens, your wish of attaining emancipation and salvation for your soul would be 
fulfilled.] '. 

Hence, I immediately wish to go and meet Lord Ram (because my long and 
patient wait has ended now) (56-57). 


qi füceaerefifür orfarerer aféojarat | 

ddd daz dogal: YARLA dora II cll 
A ceracar at fle sel 2raaarfoorferr | 
aq Wa agia agai a soot 8 II Veil 
ed Yofswi 218i YURI Teor: Belk: | 

BS AGG Aral WauiPaddoSel Il Eoll 


yuyam pidadhvamaksini gamisyatha bahirguham | 
tathaiva cakruste vegadgatah purvasthitam vanam ıı 5811 
sapi tyaktva guham Sighram yayau raghavasannidhim | 
tatra ramam sasugrivam laksmanam ca dadar$a ha i 591 
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krtva pradaksinam ramam pranamya bahusah sudhih | 
aha gadgadaya vaca romafncitataniruha ıı 6011 


58-60. All of you close your eyes; you will be out of the cave instantly'. They (the 
monkeys and bears) did so and found themselves instantaneously outside the cave in 
the forest from where they had entered it! (58). 

The Yogini too left the cave and immediately came to Lord Ram and had a 
Darshan (divine viewing) of the Lord who was with Sugriv and Laxman (on Mt. 
Pravarshan) (59). That wise hermitress paid her respects to Lord Ram by going 
around him clockwise repeatedly even as her body became thrilled by this holy 
experience. Then, after performing circumambulation of the Lord, she offered her 
prayers to him in an emotionally chocked voice (60). 


[Note—'This version of Adhyatma Ramayan differs from what we have read in Ram 
Charit Manas in sub-section 6.1.6 of our Book where the reconnoitring team of 
monkeys and bears was directly transported to the shore of the southern ocean instead 
of the forest in front of the mouth of the cave from where they entered it.] 


[We shall now proceed to read about what happened after the team of monkeys and 
bears found themselves back in the forest at the place from where they had entered the 
mysterious cave. They resumed their search and eventually arrived on the shore of the 
southern ocean where they meet Sampati, the old vulture, who would guide them 
further and tell them that Sita was held captive in Lanka. Therefore, anyone who was 
able to cross the mighty ocean would succeed in meeting her and accomplishing Lord 
Ram’s work. This part of the story is narrated in Adhyatma Ramayan, Kishkindha 
Kand, Canto nos. 7 and 9 as follows. | 


Sub-section 6.2.5: Moving ahead on their mission, this team reaches the 
shore of the southern ocean across which was situated Lanka where Sita 
was held captive. On the shore, Lord Ram’s messengers, the monkeys 
and bears, met Sampati, the old vulture king who was a brother of Jatau. 


We read about it in Adhyatma Ramayan, Kishkindha Kand, Canto 7 as follows:- 


|| Aa Aor: |l 


oflararód zara | 

el cT] AAR ARAVSY AISA: | 
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atha tatra samasina vrksakhandesu vānarāh | 

cintayanto vimuhyantah sitamarganakarsitah i 11 
tatrovacangadah kāmścidvānarān vanararsabhah | 
bhramatam gahvare'smakam maso nünam gato'bhavat ıı 211 


Canto 7 


1-2. Lord Shiva said—'Oh Parvati! Meanwhile, the monkeys were very tired and 
weary from search of Sita. They sat worried and gloomy at a place surrounded by 
dense trees near the cave (1). At that time, the exalted monkey Angad said to some of 
the monkeys, 'It looks that we have already spent one month wandering in this cave 


Q). 


efa orférerareerfarol ei Wig | 

ale acsm fepRapoenit Yofldlszaror aforeerfer I 31i 
fagiua: orgari am farfooreforeerícr | 

Akl AA pa: Yes WOT VSIA: I vil 


sita nadhigatasmabhirna krtam rajasasanam | 

yadi gacchama kiskindham sugrivo'sman hanisyati ii 311 
visesatah satrusutam mam misannihanisyati | 

mayi tasya kutah pritiraham ramena raksitah i 41 


3-4. But till date we have not found Sita. We have not been able to obey the orders 
of the king (Sugriv). If we now return to Kishkindha empty-handed, it is certain that 
he will kill us (3). Especially he will find this as an excuse to kill me because I am the 
son of his enemy (Baali). How can he ever have any affection for me? I have been 
protected by Lord Ram alone (i.e. he is the only one who favours me) (4). 


SSi Baers 3t or Ppa afoam sida | 
RA AG ot Yoflaset RIAT: II VII 
HADU ARË ururamorracvri | 
of eva ad: UPd AVA TRYST: Ii Ell 


idanim ramakaryam me na krtam tanmisam bhavet | 
tasya maddhanane nünam sugrivasya duratmanah ıı 511 
matrkalpam bhratrbharyam papatmanubhavatyasau | 
na gaccheyamatah parsvam tasya vanarapungavah ıı 611 


5-6. | Now that I have not been successful in doing Lord Ram's work, it will give 
that evil and wicked Sugriv a ready made excuse to eliminate (kill) me (5). That vile 
and sinful one is enjoying the wife of his elder brother who is like his mother’. Hence, 
oh the most superior monkeys, I shall not go back to him at any cost (6). 
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[Note—'Verse nos. 4-6 highlights Angad's hate, indignation and complete loathe for 
Sugriv, especially for his ignominious deed of keeping as a mistress his elder brother's 
wife who happens to be Angad's mother. It also highlights Angad’s resolve not to go 
back to his kingdom if he fails to be successful in finding Sita as he fears that his 
uncle Sugriv will find this as an excuse to eliminate him as he sees Angad as the 
greatest threat to his crown and security. This fear of Angad has been expressed by 
him in Ram Charit Manas as well—refer: Kishkindha Kand, Chaupai line nos. 3-6 
that precedes Doha no. 26.] 


cases cilia arg aor cborfu Agon | 
SAYoRIa PAEA AGFA: |I VI 
CAA: APR JRPA II cil 
feoael ad AISA aei cr RLIAI: | 

HAIA AMASA JERI IRAKIA: I SII 


tyaksyami jivitam cātra yena kenapi mrtyunā | 
ityasrunayanam keciddrstva vanarapungavah ıı 7u 
vyathitah sasrunayana yuvarajamathabruvan ıı 811 
kimartham tava Soko'tra vayam te pranaraksakah | 
bhavamo nivasamo'tra guhayam bhayavarjitah 11 911 


7-9. By some means I shall end my life here (for it would be better for me to die 
than to go back home to face public humiliation and get killed by my own uncle for 
no fault of mine)’. 

Seeing him with such a despondent mood, overcome with an extreme sense of 
remorse, dejection and hopelessness, with tears welling up in his eyes (7), many a 
senior monkeys felt extremely gloomy, indignant and sorrowful. They said to the 
crown prince (Angad) with tearful eyes (8), "Why do you regret and feel so sorry and 
remorseful? We shall all protect you and fearlessly live with you in this cave. [Fear 
not our beloved prince, for we are all with you; never fear that we would ever 
abandon you. We will spend our lives together in this cave, for it provides all the 
means for a comfortable living—there are abundant fruit trees and water bodies 
sufficient enough for us to survive happily. Is it not so?] (9). 


adamsi qu» dau tust I 
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sarvasaubhagyasahitam puram devapuropamam | 
Sanaih parasparam vakyam vadatam marutatmajah ii 101 
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Srutvangadam samalingya provaca nayakovidah | 
vicaryate kimartham te durvicaro na yujyate ii 1111 
rajno'tyantapriyastvam hi taraputro'tivallabhah | 
ramasya laksmanatpritistvayi nityam pravardhate i| 1211 


10-12. The city inside the cave (where Swayamprabha Yogini used to live) is fully 
provided with all the requirements of comforts and necessities of life’. 

When these reassuring words that were spoken with a soothing touch to 
comfort Angad and which spread through the rank and file of the assembled 
messengers who all readily gave their assent to this approach finally reached the ears 
of Hanuman (i.e. when Hanuman became aware of these murmurings) (10), he—who 
was wise and an expert in all the rules and codes of conduct governing life in this 
world—embraced Angad and said, 'Oh Angad! Why do you feel so sorry and worry in 
this way. You must not have any bad and depressing thoughts (11). You are a dear 
son of Tara (the wife of Baali whom Sugriv has kept as his mistress), and this means 
that you are also dear to Sugriv. [This is because Sugriv would not do anything to 
annoy Tara, and since you are her beloved son, it follows that he would never touch 
you. | 

And as for Lord Ram, his love and affection for you gets enhanced by each 
passing day as compared to Laxman. [To wit, Laxman is Lord Ram’s own brother, 
and as such the Lord’s love and affection for him is steady and deep from the very 
beginning. But in your case, ever since the Lord took upon himself the responsibility 
of your welfare and happiness after your father’s death, this love and affection goes 
on increasing and becoming more and more deep and strong by each passing day as 
the Lord sees how you are totally devoted to and dependant upon him. So you have 
nothing to fear from any quarter: remember this—the Lord would ensure that Sugriv 
does not harm you in any way even if we were not to take into account the element of 
Tara, your mother, whom Sugriv too would not like to offend as she is held in high 
esteem by the citizens of Kishkindha as their erstwhile queen.] (12). 


sel or Waar iieedd arsit AANA: | 
gré dd fed AP aca offer AART II 2311 
slay fordfer scere aroi3sq er | 
adagan feb Storer II $vil 


ato na raghavadbhitistava rājňo visesatah | 

aham tava hite sakto vatsa nanyam vicaraya I 131 
guhāvāsaśca nirbhedya ityuktam vānaraistu yat ı 
tadetadramabananamabhedyam kim jagattraye n 141 


13-14. Hence, you should have no fear or doubt either from Raghav's (Sri Ram's) side 
or from the king's (Sugriv’s side). Besides, I am always with you and eager to look 
after your welfare. So, oh son (vatsa)', you should not worry unnecessarily for 
imaginary things (13). And what about these monkeys who said that there is no 
danger in this cave and we can live there comfortably? Say, which place is there in the 
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whole world that cannot be pierced by the arrows of Lord Ram (should he decide to 
punish any one of us)? (14). 


[Note— Remarkable indeed it is for Hanuman to address Angad as his “son— 
vatsa"! One can well imagine how Angad must have been emotionally affected by 
such an affectionate overture of Hanuman; one can imagine what a miraculously 
soothing effect it would have had on Angad who felt orphaned and alone in this world 
when his father Baali was killed and his mother Tara was kept by his uncle Sugriv. 
Now he has a ‘foster father’ in the form of Hanuman to look after him, and this father 
was not an ordinary one—for there was no one stronger and wiser and able in the 
whole of the kingdom of Kishkindha than Hanuman. With this one stroke of use of an 
affectionate word, Hanuman was able to help Angad overcome all his fears, 
apprehensions and consternations. Angad cheered up and was overcome with 
gratitude even as he must have thanked his benefactor Hanuman from the deepest 
corners of his grateful heart for this reassurance. Once and for all, Hanuman now 
became Angad's best friend and confidante for life. 


*And don't think that by merely hiding and spending your life in this cave you will be 
safe as advised by our monkey friends. If Lord Ram gets angry with you for not 
reporting back to him and should he decide to withdraw his protective umbrella from 
over your head, then tell me which place on this earth is safe from the Lord's wrath? 
Look at the gravity of the situation—if Sugriv actually wants to kill you and knows he 
can't do it himself, then in case you do not go back and submit yourself to Lord Ram 
and tell him frankly about our failure of finding Sita, then is it not possible that Sugriv 
whom you call your arch enemy might somehow instigate the Lord and provoke him 
to cast his wrath on you. And if this happens, and should the Lord unfortunately 
decide to shoot his infallible arrow aimed at you, then tell me my dear son Angad 
what protection would you have; do you think that by hiding in this cave you would 
be safe. No, not at all; for the arrow of Lord Ram can penetrate anything and no place 
is safe from its attack. 

So my dear son, don't be misled to believe that you are safe in this cave as 
these monkey friends have advised you. The best option for all of us is to invoke the 
grace of Lord Ram and continue to make efforts for finding Sita. Remember: It's the 
Lord's mission and it is he would help us to be successful in it; but we must have 
faith, patience and resilience to pass this test.] 
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ye tvam durbodhayantyete vanara vanararsabha | 
putradaradikam tyaktva katham sthasyanti te tvaya ıı 1511 
anyadguhyatamam vaksye rahasyam $rnu me suta | 
ramo na manuso devah saksannarayano' vyayah ıı 1611 
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15-16. Oh the exalted one who is the best amongst the monkeys (“vanararsabha”; 
Angad)! Those monkeys who are giving you this advice, how will they live with you 
without their wives and sons? [To wit, it would not be practical for these monkeys to 
leave their families and stay in exile for any length of time. So sooner or later they 
would find some excuse to live you and escape to be united with their families. My 
advice to you is that you must think for yourself and be practical instead of placing 
too much reliance on what these monkey friends tell you to alleviate your immediate 
sufferings and worries. I don't mean that they are not faithful or they don't love you; 
what I mean is that in the long run you will be left to fend for your own self. So my 
sane advice to you is that it is better to be prudent and alert from the very start in 
whatever you chose to do.] (15). 

Besides this, oh son (suta), I shall tell you a secret (i.e. a thing which is not 


known by everyone but remains within the confined knowledge of a few enlightened 
souls)—listen carefully. Lord Ram is no ordinary human. Is the personification of the 
eternal, unchanging, imperishable Lord Narayan (i.e. he is Lord Vishnu himself) (16). 


efa areracít amer ororar221racorf3vft | 
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sita bhagavati maya janasammohakarini | 

laksmano bhuvanadharah saksacchesah phani$varah ıı 1711 
brahmana prarthitah sarve raksoganavinasane | 
mayamanusabhavena jata lokaikaraksakah i 1811 


17-18. Verily indeed, Sita is Bhagwati (the eternal Goddess of Creation; she is the 
One-half of the cosmic form of the Supreme Lord) as well as is the Lord's Maya 
personified (i.e. Sita symbolises the Lord’s delusion creating powers, as well as his 
dynamic energy that is infinite and cosmic in its dimension) which enchants, enthrals 
and attracts the world and keeps it under its spell. 

Laxman himself is the personification of Sheshnath, the legendary king of 
serpents who holds the creation on its hood (17). 

They have manifested or revealed themselves in the form of human beings on 
the prayers of Brahma (the Creator) in order to destroy or eliminate the demons 
(representing the combined forces of evilness and sinfulness in this mortal world). 
Each one of them, i.e. Lord Ram, Sita and Laxman, therefore is capable of saving and 
protecting the world independently without the help of others! (18). 


[Note—'Lord Ram represents the Supreme Being known as Brahm who is the 
ultimate Lord of this entire creation; Sita represents Brahm’s cosmic energy and 
dynamic powers by which Brahm does anything; and Laxman represents that aspect 
of Brahm by which he sustains and protects the creation metaphorically depicted as 
Sheshnath, the cosmic serpent, supporting the world on his thousand hoods. 

To wit, all the three—i.e. Lord Ram, Sita and Laxman—represent the different 
aspects of the same supreme Brahm; they symbolise the same Supreme Being 
performing different tasks and playing different roles. Hence, they are independently 
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empowered to do what is needed to support and protect the world for the simple 
reason that it is the same Brahm operating through them. 

Inspite of this fact, since some subtle differentiation in roles did exist between 
these three forms of Brahm, so when the Lord decided to end the lawlessness created 
by the demonic forces representing evils, vices and sins in this world, he therefore 
thought it fit to coordinate the roles of all the above three forms so that their combined 
force could be harnessed and their joint energy could be focused to achieve sure 
success in the formidable task that was to be accomplished. | 


ai a uar: ad fdeordgpvoarí3ror: | 
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vayam ca parsadah sarve visnorvaikunthavasinah | 
manusyabhavamapanne svecchaya paramatmani ıı 191 
vayam vanararüpena jatastasyaiva mayaya I 

vayam tu tapasa purvamaradhya jagatam patim ıı 201 


19-20. All of us are fortunate to serve Lord Vishnu, who has his abode in Vaikunth, 
as his servants and subordinates (parsadah). When the Parmatma (the supreme Soul; 
the Supreme Being) decided out of his own free will to assume a human form (19), 
we too became monkeys by employing the Lord's powers known as Maya (in order to 
serve him)’. 

During some previous time, we had all worshipped the Lord of the World, and 
by doing austerities and penances (Tapa) we had become his subordinates by his 
grace and kindness (20). 


[Note—'To wit, all of us had been serving Lord Vishnu in his heavenly abode called 
Vaikunth. When the Lord decided to come down to this mortal world in the form of a 
human prince known by the name of Lord Ram, we too decided to accompany the 
Lord here to this mortal world in order to continue serving him. In order to give effect 
to our decision we harnessed the Lord’s delusion creating powers known as Maya and 
assumed the form of monkeys and bears to coincide and be in syne with the Lord’s 
form as a human being. 

We all were so eager to accompany the Lord and serve him here in this mortal 
world too like we did in the heaven that we did a lot of Tapa so that our wishes are 
fulfilled. In short, we, the Gods of heaven who had been serving Lord Vishnu, 
voluntarily and willingly became monkeys and bears; no one compelled us, nor did 
Lord Vishnu request us to become monkeys and bears, because the Lord was himself 
competent to eliminate the demons even if we had not come to help him. 

But since we volunteered to help the Lord he could not refuse our offer out of 
his affection for us. So though he could have independently known where Sita is— 
actually the fact is that the Lord does know everything in advance as he is all- 
knowing and omniscient—and he would gone to free her by slaying her captors, the 
demons lead by their king Ravana of Lanka, yet he wishes to oblige us and give us a 
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chance to let us serve him for our own contentment and joy. That is why he has asked 
us to find out where Sita is. 

So therefore, Angad, know who we actually are, and our purpose of coming 
down to earth. Hence, cheer up, and stop feeling remorseful and sad. ] 


dolarorerélar: 221: USAI: | 
sarian mAd Aai pra HL i 221 
YAPAR Wd eene AIA | 
SRAISIGAIMLPARA Al foe ASTACHAL Il 221 
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tenaivanugrhitah smah parsadatvamupagatah | 
idanimapi tasyaiva sevam krtvaiva mayaya ıı 2111 
punarvaikunthamasadya sukham sthasyamahe vayam | 
ityangadamathasvasya gata vindhyam mahacalam ıı 2211 
vicinvanto'tha sanakairjanakim daksinambudheh | 

tire mahendrakhyagireh pavitram padamayayuh ıı 231 


21-23. Even now, inspired and impelled by the Lord's Maya, we shall continue to 
serve him as his servants and subordinates (21), and at the end we shall all go back to 
Vaikunth and live happily with him'. 

In this manner, Hanuman consoled, encouraged and reassured Angad. Thence, 
all of them went to the Vindhyachal mountain (22). 

They gradually moved southwards in search of Sita and reached the shores of 
the southern ocean near the holy valley of Mt. Mahendra (23). 


[Note—In verse nos. 11-22, Hanuman has shown his wisdom and wit in order to 
remove all the misgivings of Angad.] 


Eve AAG GURAME 31913816127 | 

TIORI IRRIA: feo pA sfer fG: I evil 
fortigecerdR ud faearaeifoaar: | 
AoTUARRCAMCIAZIGIEL AIAT: || 2NI 


drstva samudram dusparamagadham bhayavardhanam | 
vanara bhayasantrastah kim kurma iti vadinah ıı 2411 
nisedurudadhestire sarve cintasamanvitah | 
mantrayamasuranyonyamangadadya mahabalah ıı 2511 


24-25. There, they became extremely frightened and utterly dismayed on seeing the 
vast ocean stretched endlessly before them. This ocean-like barrier seemed to have no 
end; it was very awe inspiring and formidable to behold. Its mere sight aroused grave 
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fear and abject despair in the heart of the monkeys and bears. They wondered what to 
do next (24). 

Angad and other monkeys, who were otherwise very valiant and courageous, 
however lost their zeal and confidence when they saw the mighty ocean. They sat 
down near the shore, extremely worried and confused; they were once again 
overwhelmed with bewilderment and doubts, not knowing what next to do. 

After a while, there was heard a murmur in the group as these messengers 
began expressing their fears and consternations even as they discussed among 
themselves about their fate and the gravity of the situation as follows (25)— 


AA À Aol AA eritsca srerod? | 

Of EA Wai qrer AAI dr SADAN Il VENI 
Woflarciguicuslszalfoorsored or BI: | 
Yefladerdiszatcd Jet: Yeu I VII 
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bhramato me vane maso gato'traiva guhantare | 

na drsto ravano vadya sita va janakatmaja ıı 2611 
sugrivastiksnadando'smannihantyeva na samSayah | 
sugrivavadhato'smakam $reyah prayopavesanam ıı 2711 
iti niScitya tatraiva darbhanastirya sarvatah | 
upavivesuste sarve marane krtani$cayah i 2811 


26-28. 'Ah! Alas! We spent a month wandering in the forest and roaming in that cave. 
But we have not yet been able to see either Ravana or the daughter of Janak (Sita) till 
now (26). 

Sugriv is severe in his punishment. He shall instantly and without doubt kill 
all of us. Instead of dying at the hands of Sugriv, it is better for us to die without food 
and water' (27). 

Deciding thus, they spread grass on the floor and sat on it determined to end 
their lives by fasting (from hunger and thirst) (28). 


udf3sroorod3 dq ASÍS | 
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etasminnantare tatra mahendradriguhantarat | 
nirgatya $anakairagadgrdhrah parvatasannibhah ıı 2911 
drstva prayopavesena sthitan vanarapungavan | 
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uvaca Sanakairgrdhrah prapto bhaksyo'dya me bahuh ıı 3011 
ekaikasah kramatsarvan bhaksayami dine dine | 
$rutva tadgrdhravacanam vanara bhitamanasah i 3111 


29-31. At this time, a mountain-like huge vulture came out of a cave in Mt. Mahendra 
and slowly walked towards them (29). 

Seeing those huge monkeys ready to die without food and water, he said softly 
and contentedly to himself, 'Today I have got a lot of food to eat (30). I shall eat them 
one by one daily. [And since there are a large number of monkeys and bears in the 
group ready to die near the shore of the ocean, I am so lucky that I will have plenty to 
eat for a long time! ]' 

[The vulture was so excited that at last he would be able to have a grand feast 
by eating these monkeys and bears when they die one by one due to their 
determination to fast-unto-death that he could not suppress his joy and spoke loud 
enough to enable the monkeys to hear his voice. ] 

When the terrified monkeys heard these horrifying words of the vulture, they 
said (31)— 


AARICIA or: Adora oret or BI: | 
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bhaksayisyati nah sarvanasau grdhro na sam$ayah | 
ramakaryam ca nasmabhih krtam kificiddharisvarah ıı 3211 
sugrivasyapi ca hitam na krtam svatmanamapi I 
vrthanena vadham prapta gacchamo yamasadanam ıı 331 


32-33. 'Alas! Without doubt, this vulture shall eat all of us. Oh the deity whom we 
monkeys worship and who is our patron god (ddhari$varah)! We have not done the 
job of Lord Ram nor of Sugriv, and neither have we done any good thing for 
ourselves or have done any noble deed in our lives that would stand in good stead for 
us now. All our efforts and life has gone in vain, and now we shall surely be killed by 
this vulture and go to hell (32-33). 


[Note—One is left to wonder about the depressive and hopeless mood of these 
monkeys. These are the same brave fellows who had punched an ogre and killed him 
in Canto 6, verse no. 32, but are now afraid of an old vulture. The lesson which we 
learn from this episode is that if we lose our courage and enthusiasm, even trifles and 
the not-so-trifles might seem like insurmountable hurdles and formidable obstacles, 
while if we retain our enthusiasm, zeal and courage, we can surmount the greatest of 
difficulties and overcome the most unexpected of adversities that may obstruct our 
path to success. 

The same was the case with the monkeys and bears when they saw the 
formidable ocean in front of them. When Hanuman decided finally to cross it, the 
ocean could not stop him from doing so. Similarly, Lord Ram also was able to tame 
this ocean by getting a bridge constructed across it once he finally decided to it. In 
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both the cases of Hanuman and Lord Ram the same ocean yielded which earlier 
seemed to be an almost unconquerable obstacle. 

Hence, with a little grit and courage and confidence it is actually possible for a 
man to achieve the impossible. ] 


3rat arc rerebaricar Usa arr: Bell: I 
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cb qI Rİ AA ad: eoutdieraarfooramr I 301! 
VICAR AE CATS: RARA | 
SCA dl sel IT Hostel: RIAA: II 3£II 


aho jatayurdharmatma ramasyarthe mrtah sudhih ıı 
moksam prapa duravapam yoginamapyarindamah ti 341 
sampatistu tada vakyam $rutva vanarabhasitam | 

ke va yuyam mama bhratuh karnapiyusasannibham ıı 3511 
jatayuriti namadya vyaharantah parasparam | 

ucyatam vo bhayam ma bhünmattah plavagasattamah ıı 3611 


34-36. 'Ah! The righteous Jatau was blessed and fortunate. That wise one died while 
doing the work of Lord Ram. He attained emancipation and salvation which is rare 
and difficult even for the Yogis (ascetics) to attain' (34). 

Hearing these words of the monkeys, Sampati said, 'Oh you great monkeys! 
Who are you that you talk amongst yourselves about my brother Jatau? These words 
appear sweet like nectar for my ears. Do not at all be afraid of me, and tell me about 
yourselves' (35-36). 


[Note—'Jatau had died while trying to save Sita from the clutches of Ravana as he 
was taking her away on his chariot to Lanka. Ravana had cut Jatau’s wings, and the 
vulture died due to this wound. But since he died serving Lord Ram, and at the time 
of his death he was fortunate to have Lord Ram himself caressing him and tending to 
his wounds, Jatau had found deliverance and gone to heaven even though he was a 
flesh-eating bird of lowly birth. This episode is narrated in detail in Adhyatma 
Ramayan, Aranaya Kand, Canto 7, verse nos. 51-58; and Canto 8, verse nos. 26-56. ] 
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tamuvacangadah $rimanutthito grdhrasannidhau 1 
ramo dasarathih sriman laksmanena samanvitah 1 3711 
sitaya bharyaya sardham vicacara mahavane | 

tasya sita hrta sadhvi ravanena duratmana ıı 381 
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37-38. Then Angad got up, went near that vulture, and said, 'Dasrath's son Lord Ram, 
along with Laxman (37) and wife Sita, was roaming in the dense Dandkaranya forest 
which is very wild and uninhabitable. There, his most chaste and virtuous wife Sita 
was abducted by the evil-hearted and wicked Ravana (38). 


HORI ITÀ AA CSAC A EAT ICA | 
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mrgayam nirgate rame laksmane ca hrta balat i 
ramarameti kroSanti $rutva grdhrah pratapavan i 391 
jatayurnama paksindro yuddham krtva sudarunam | 
ravanena hato viro raghavartham mahabalah ii 4011 


39-40. When Lord Ram and Laxman had gone to hunt a deer, he (Ravana, disguised 
as a mendicant) forcefully took her away. At that time, she wept and cried aloud, 
lamenting woefully 'Oh Ram'. Hearing her lamentations, the valiant and brave vulture 
(39) Jatau, the king of birds, fought a ferocious battle with Ravana to the best of his 
ability on behalf of Lord Ram. But at last, unfortunately, that brave, courageous and 
most strong vulture (1.e. Jatau) was killed at the hands of Ravana (40). 
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ramena dagdho ramasya sayujyamagamatksanat | 
ramah sugrivamasadya sakhyam krtvagnisaksikam i 4111 
sugrivacodito hatva valinam sudurasadam 1 

rajyam dadau vanaranam sugrivaya mahabalah ıı 4211 


41-42. Thereafter, his last rites were done by Lord Ram himself, and he instantly 
attained the supreme stature by being one with the Lord himself. After that, Lord Ram 
came to Sugriv and befriended him with the sacred fire as a witness (41). 

Then, on the request of Sugriv (and taking pity on him), the most valorous and 
strong Lord killed the invincible and formidable Baali (Sugriv's elder brother who 
had become his arch enemy) and gave the kingdom of monkeys (known as 
Kishkindha) to Sugriv (42). 


3ro[ra: XARI warn: UTS | 
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sugrivah presayamasa sitayah parimargane | 

asman vanaravrndan vai mahasattvan mahabalah ıı 4311 
masadarvannivartadhvam no cetpranan harami vah | 
ityajnaya bhramanto'smin vane gahvaramadhyagah 1 4411 


43-44. Sugriv has sent numerous monkeys and bears, who are extremely brave, 
strong and courageous like we are, in search of Sita (43), and has warned us that we 
must return and report back to him within a period of one month or else he would kill 
us (as punishment). On his orders, while roaming in the forest, we entered a deep cave 
(44). 
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gato maso na janimah sitam va ravanam ca va II 
martum prayopavista smastire lavanavaridheh 1 4511 
yadi janasi he paksin sitam kathaya nah $ubham | 
angadasya vacah $rutva sampatirhrstamanasah 11 4611 
uvaca matpriyo bhrata jatayuh plavagesvarah | 
bahuvarsasahasrante bhratrvarta $ruta maya ıı 4711 


45-47. There we spent a month, but till now we have neither found out anything 
about Sita nor about Ravana (her abductor). So we have decided to forsake food and 
water and die on the shores of this salty ocean (45). 

Oh Bird! If you have any information about the auspicious Sita, please do tell 
us'. 

Hearing these words of Angad, Sampati was delighted in his heart (46), and 
said 'Oh the great monkeys! Jatau was my dear brother. I have heard about my brother 
after a gap of many thousand years (47). 


TAER PRASE sacl vcergerqor: | 

Yd: ACSO oeled AI APA Il vell 
uad 9r8i age aadi DRIES | 

adf foros Tac Ai AEG fdieg omar I vell 


vaksahayyam karisye'ham bhavatam plavagesvarah | 
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bhratuh saliladanaya nayadhvam mam jalantikam ıı 4811 
pascatsarvam subham vaksye bhavatam karyasiddhaye | 
tatheti ninyuste tiram samudrasya vihangamam ıı 491 


48-49. Oh great monkeys! I shall definitely help you verbally. Take me near water of 
the ocean first so that I can offer him (Jatau) water for the last time as an oblation to 
the soul of my departed dear brother (Jatau) (48). 

Then I shall tell you everything that will ensure success in your work'. Saying 
'alright', they took (escorted) Sampati to the shore of the ocean (49). 


ASA AAAA orrcar AATA CPA | 
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so'pi tatsalile snatva bhraturdattva jalafijalim | 
punah svasthanamasadya sthito nito harisvaraih | 
sampatih kathayamasa vanaran pariharsayan it 5011 


50. There he purified himself by bathing in the water and gave oblations (offering of 
water) to his dead brother. Then the monkeys took him to the previous place’. Sitting 
there, Sampati said things that delighted the heart of the monkeys (50)— 


[Note—'This shows that Sampati was very old and unable to walk properly; he must 
have hobbled along taking the support of the monkeys and bears. 

There is another important reason why Sampati had sought the help of the 
monkeys and bears to escort him to the ocean and help him perform the post-death 
rites of his dead brother Jatau: he wished to become friendly with them and tell them 
that he means no harm to them. This confidence-building gesture was necessary as 
earlier Sampati, when he had first seen the group determined to die by fasting, had 
expressed his joy that now he, being a vulture, would have a lot to eat for a long time 
hence without having to search for food anywhere; his statement had terrified the 
monkeys and bears. So now Sampati wished to express his regrets and ask for 
forgiveness, and the best way he thought it can be done was to spend some time being 
very close and friendly with the monkeys and bears as if he was one of them. 

This is quite a normal and natural way of removing all misgivings and striking 
a friendly note with someone whom we have inadvertently offended; sharing meals 
together, eating a piece of bread cut from the loaf that is shared by all others, and 
drinking from the same vessel from which all drink, are gestures that create instant 
rapport. | 
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lanka nama nagaryaste trikütagirimürdhani | 
tatraSokavane sita raksasibhih suraksita i| 5111 
samudramadhye sa lanka satayojanadiratah | 
dr$yate me na sandehah sita ca paridrsyate n 5211 


51-52. 'A city named Lanka exists on a mountain called Trikut. There, Sita lives in 
the Ashok Van (a garden; a grove) under the care and vigilant eyes of demonesses 
(51). 

That Lanka is approximately 100 Yojans (roughly 800 miles) from here in the 
centre of the ocean (i.e. it was a large island 800 miles from the shore). There is no 
doubt about it—I can see both the city as well as Sita from here (52). 


aerae ong AARG 8191 | 
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grdhratvaddüradrstirme natra sam$ayitum ksamam | 
Satayojanavistirnam samudram yastu langhayet ii 531 
sa eva janakim drstva punarayasyati dhruvam | 
ahameva duratmanam ravanam hantumutsahe | 
bhraturhantaramekaki kintu paksavivarjitah 1 5411 


53-54. You should have no doubts or confusions about it. Being a vulture, my 
eyesight has a long range. Anyone amongst you who can leap across 100 Y ojan wide 
ocean (53) can certainly go and see (meet) Janki (Sita), and then come back. I am 
myself capable and proficient enough to kill that evil hearted and wicked Ravana, but 
unfortunately I do not have wings now (because they had been burnt while I had tried 
to reach the sun)! (54). 


[Note—'Sampati’s story, and how and why his wings were burnt, has been narrated in 
detail in Adhyatma Ramayan, Kishkindha Kand, Canto 8, which we shall skip here as 
it is not directly related to the theme of our Book. 

However, it has been briefly narrated in Ram Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, 
Chaupai line nos. 1-10 that precede Doha no. 28, which we have already read in our 
Book earlier in its sub-section 6.1.6. 

In Ram Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, Doha no. 28 however, the reason 
which Sampati gives for his inability to personally help the reconnoitring team go 
across the ocean was his ‘old age’, while currently in Adhyatma Ramayan he says that 
he is unable to help them because ‘he has no wings as they were burnt earlier'.] 
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yatadhvamatiyatnena langhitum saritam patim | 
tato hanta raghusrestho ravanam raksasadhipam ıı 5511 
ullanghya sindhum satayojanayatam 
lankam pravisyatha videhakanyakam | 
drstva samabhasya ca varidhim puna- 
startum samarthah katamo vicaryatam ıı 5611 


iti Srimadadhyatmaramayane umamahesvarasamvade kiskindhakande 
saptamah sargah ıı 7u 


55-56. You should try to leap across the ocean somehow. Then the king of demons, 
Ravana, will be slayed by the most exalted of the Raghus (Lord Sri Ram) himself 
(55). 

You should discuss and find out amongst yourself who is able to cross 100 
Yojan wide ocean, see and meet the daughter of king Videha (Sita), talk with her, and 
then cross the ocean again to come back here' (56). 


Thus ends the discourse that Lord Shiva gave for Uma in Adhyatma Ramayan, 
Kishkindha Kand, Canto no. 7. 


Sub-section 6.2.6: When Sampati told the group that Sita was held 
captive in Lanka and he could clearly see her there sitting under a tree in 
a garden, the next logical step was to send someone from amongst them 
across the ocean to Lanka which was situated at a distance of 100 Yojans 
(roughly 800 miles) from the shore as the bird flies. So a consultation was 
held and it was decided that Hanuman would carry out this expedition. 


Adhyatma Ramayan, Kishkindha Kand, Canto 9 describes this fascinating episode as 
follows:- 
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Regis co GAMMA GSA Il Ll 
USUAL d perdoi AAS | 
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Iinavama sargah ıı 

$rimahadeva uvaca I 

gate vihayasa grdhraraje vanarapungavah | 

harsena mahatavistah sitadarsalalasah i 111 

Ucuh samudram pasyanto nakracakrabhayankaram | 
tarangadibhirunnaddhamakasamiva durgraham ıı 211 
parasparamavocan vai kathamenam taramahe | 
uvaca cangadastatra $rmudhvam vanarottamah ıı 31 


1-3. Lord Shiva said—'Oh Parvati! When the king of vultures had gone away 
through the path of the sky, the throng of brave monkeys, who were very eager to find 
out about the whereabouts of Sita, became extremely delighted (because they had 
come to know finally where she was located) (1). 

But after the initial euphoria subsided and they saw the most awesome, 
insurmountable, formidable and frightening barrier in the form of the mighty ocean 
which blocked their way with its rapidly churning and swirling whirlpools, high 
waves that were buffeting against the shore and heaving across its surface, and which 
was as unfathomable as the sky (2)—they were utterly dismayed and wondered 
amongst themselves how to cross it. Then Angad said, 'Oh the most superior and 
excellent monkeys (vanarottamah)! Listen (3)— 
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bhavanto'tyantabalinah Süra$ca krtavikramah | 

ko vatra varidhim tirtva rajakaryam karisyati 1 4H 
etesam vanaranam sa pranadata na sam$ayah | 
taduttisthatu me Sighram purato yo mahabalah ıı 5n 


4-5. All of you are very strong, brave, courageous and powerful. Hence, tell me, 
who among you is capable to leap across the ocean and do the king's work? (4). 

That monkey will undoubtedly be the saviour of the life of all of us. Therefore, 
anyone of you who is brave, courageous and strong enough to undertake this mission 
should step forward and come in front of me (5). 


TRII € Adu Wefan | 
A Ud Uli! Roog PRÉ TARO Ii SII 


568 


seep YR qevft oR AI: | 
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vanaranam ca sarvesam ramasugrivayorapi I 
sa eva palako bhüyannatra karya vicarana II 611 
ityukte yuvarajena tüsnim vanarasainikah | 
asannocuh kificidapi parasparavilokinah 1! 71 


6-7. There is no doubt that he will be the saviour of the life of all us monkeys, 
Sugriv as well as of Lord Ram himself"! (6). 

When the crown prince (Angad) has said so, all the monkey and bear 
commanders sat quietly, contemplating on what to do. No one could speak a word. 
They just stared at each other. [The messengers sat still in dismay and frustration—as 
it was an extremely daunting task to go and come back across the length of one 
hundred Yojans of water of the unfriendly ocean. No one had the courage to 
volunteer; gloom and despair once again overcame them.] (7). 


[Note— By saying that anyone from the team who would be able to cross the ocean 
will be able to save the life of all the monkeys (as well as the bears who were implied 
as they also were part of the reconnoitring team, though not explicitly mentioned), 
Angad meant that otherwise Sugriv will kill all of them (see Canto 6, verse no. 26). 

That monkey will be the saviour of Sugriv because otherwise he will be the 
victim of shame of not having fulfilled the promise he had given to Lords Ram at the 
time of making friendship with him—that he would find out about Sita and help the 
Lord recover her. So by all chances Sugriv may commit suicide in disgust and shame 
at having failed to do Lord Ram's work. 

That monkey will also be the saviour of Lord Ram because otherwise the Lord 
will be so overwhelmed with sorrows and anguish and grief of separation from Sita 
that seeing no hope of ever seeing her again, he might also end his life.] 
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angada uvaca | 

ucyatam vai balam sarvaih pratyekam karyasiddhaye | 
kena va sadhyate karyam janimastadanantaram ıı 811 
angadasya vacah $rutva procurvira balam prthak | 
yojananam dasarabhya dasottaragunam jaguh ıı 911 


8-9. [Seeing that no one spoke, and observing that all the monkeys were extremely 
perturbed and frustrated—] Angad said once again, ‘Alright; let us see. All of you tell 
me, one by one, about your individual strength vis-a-vis the job at hand. Then it shall 
be known who can accomplish this task successfully’ (8). 


569 


Hearing these words of Angad, all the monkeys described their own strengths 
separately. They told him about their ability to go from as little as 10 Yojans (roughly 
80 miles) to varying distances that progressively increased in multiples of 10 Yojans 


(9). 
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Satadarvagjambavamstu praha madhye vanaukasam | 
pura trivikrame deve padam bhumanalaksanam ıı 1011 
trihsaptakrtvo'hamagam pradaksinavidhanatah | 

idanim vardhakagrasto na $aknomi vilanghitum ıı 111 


10-11. At last, Jamvant, the bear king, said that his strength falls short of 100 Yojans 
(which was the distance needed to be covered in order to land on the soil of Lanka). 
He said, 'In an earlier time, when the Lord had manifested himself in the form of 
Tribikram (Lord Vaaman)', I had circumambulated his holy feet, which were 
equivalent in length to the dimension (circumference) of the earth, twenty one times. 
But old age has overcome me now, and that is why I cannot leap across the ocean at 
present (10-11). 


[Note—'This episode is narrated in a note appended to Ram Charit Manas, 
Kishkindha Kand, Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 29 in sub-section 6.1.6 
of our Book. ] 
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angado'pyaha me gantum sakyam param mahodadheh | 
punarlanghanasamarthyam na janamyasti va na va ıı 1211 
tamaha jambavan virastvam raja no niyamakah | 

na yuktam tvam niyoktum me tvam samartho'si yadyapi n 1311 


12-13. Even Angad expressed his inability and said, 'I can go across the great ocean 
but I do not know (i.e. I am not certain) whether I will be able to leap back across it' 
(12). 

Then the brave Jamvant said to him, 'Oh Angad! Though you are able and 
proficient enough to do this work (and you simply underestimate your capabilities), 
but we do not think it appropriate to appoint you for this job because you are our 
leader and commander (and we can't put you to risk)' (13). 
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angada uvaca I 

evam cetpürvavatsarve svapsyamo darbhavistare | 
kenapi na krtam karyam jivitum ca na Sakyate 11 141 
tamaha jambavan viro dar$ayisyami te suta | 
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14-15. Angad replied, 'If this is the case, then we should adopt our earlier defiant 
policy of dying without food and water while lying on mats made of grass. Since this 
work cannot be done by anyone, then say how can we expect to live or survive for 
long?! (14). 

At this abjectly despaired and distraught mood of Angad, Jamvant consoled 
him and said, Oh son (suta)! Have comfort, for the one by whose hands our work 
shall soon be done, I will now show you that brave fellow!' (15). 


[Note— Refer: Adhyatma Ramayan, Kishkindha Kand, Canto 7, verse nos. 27-28 in 
sub-section 6.2.5 of our Book herein above. 
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ityuktva jambavan praha hanümantamavasthitam | 
hanuman kim rahastüsnim sthiyate karyagaurave ıı 1611 
prapte'jfieneva samarthyam dar$ayadya mahabala | 
tvam saksadvayutanayo vayutulyaparakramah ıı 171 


16-17. Saying this, Jamvant said to Hanuman who was sitting nearby, 'Oh Hanuman! 
When this great work of honour and fame has presented itself before you, why are 
you sitting silently and demurring (16) as if you are unaware of anything or reluctant 
to act? Come forward, oh the brave and immensely valorous and valiant One! You are 
the son of the wind-god himself, and as famed and renowned in valour and strength as 
him. Hence, show your prowess, ability, agility, might, power, skill and proficiency 
today (for this is the moment for which you and the rest of us had been waiting for so 
long, to serve Lord Ram, and make ourselves fortunate and our lives fulfilled). Rise to 
the occasion and step forward! (17). 
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ramakaryarthameva tvam janito'si mahatmana | 
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18-19. The great Wind-God has produced you (i.e. given birth to you) to do the work 
of Lord Sri Ram. At the time of your birth, seeing the early morning rising sun and 
thinking it to be a ripe fruit, you had leapt 500 Yojans (8 x 500 — 4000 miles) in the 
sky to grab it as part of your childhood playful activity, and had fallen back on the 
earth after that mighty leap (18-19). 
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20-21. Therefore, who is there who can ever describe your strength, valour and 
bravery? Oh the righteous and noble One. Stand up and come to the front. Do this job 
of Lord Ram, and be the protector of our lives! (20). 

Hearing these encouraging and inspiring words of Jamavant, Hanuman was 
delighted and felt very pleased and motivated. He roared like a lion, and his shrill cry 
shook the universe (21). 


[Note— Jamvant motivated Hanuman by these inspiring words of encouragement: “If 
you could leap 500 Yojans when still a child, why can't you now leap merely 100 
Yojans when you are grown up and abler? Come, come; step forward and show your 
true mettle. Why do you feel shy when the time has come to be brave and showcase 
your powers, prowess and abilities? Come, come; you are a great and illustrious son 
of the equally great and illustrious wind-god; so you must remember to behave in a 
way that would make your father extremely proud of you, and not ashamed! You 
would not only make your father feel happy and proud of you but you will also get the 
eternal credit of saving the lives of all of us as well as serving Lord Ram who is a 
manifested form of Lord Vishnu, the Supreme Being himself. Your name and fame 
would become eternal like no one else's has ever been; you will endear yourself not 
only to Lord Ram but to all other devotees of the Lord as well as to the entire 
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community of monkeys and bears who now look up to you as their saviour. So get up 
cheerfully and get cracking!”’] 
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babhuva parvatakarastrivikrama ivaparah | 
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22-24. He (Hanuman) immediately became colossus like a huge mountain as if he 
were a second Lord Trivikram. [To wit, Hanuman expanded his body to such a huge 
size that he, if he so wished, could measure the whole earth by his single step like 
Lord Trivikram, or Lord Vaaman, had done earlier when he had measured the entire 
universe in his two steps, the earth in the first and the rest of the creation in the 
second, and the great king Bali then had to surrender his own head to the Lord to 
measure it in the third step which was still pending.] 

Then Hanuman said to Jamavant, 'I will leap across the ocean and burn Lanka 
to ashes (22), kill Ravana along with his kin and other members of his race, and bring 
the daughter of Janak (Sita) back. Or, if you say, I shall tie Ravana with a rope around 
his neck, and lift Lanka together with Mt. Trikoot on which it is situated in my left 
hand, and put it in front of Lord Ram. Or should I come back after just meeting the 
auspicious Janki (Sita)? [Tell me Jamvant what I ought to do. I can do whatever you 
suggest me.]' (24). 
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$rutva hanumato vakyam jambavanidamabravit | 
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25-26. Hearing these words of Hanuman, Jamvant said, 'Oh the blessed one! You just 
go and see that the auspicious Janki (Sita) is alive, and come back (25). 
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Then you can go along with Lord Ram and showcase your strength, courage 
and valour. Let you be blessed and have all welfare while you go by the path of the 
sky! (26). 
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27-28. Let the wind follow you in your wake and aid you in your noble mission while 
you are on your way to do Lord Ram's work. [To wit, let the wind-god help you by 
making the wind favourable to you and blowing it in the same direction as the one in 
which you are moving in the sky towards Lanka so as to make your journey easy and 
comfortable. Let him help you by supporting you in the air and making you sail 
effortlessly in the firmament as if you would do if you had been sailing across the 
calm ocean in a beautiful ship! ]' 

In this manner, when Hanuman was thus honoured and blessed by all the 
ministers and commanders of the monkeys and bears, and bidden farewell by them 
(27), he went and stood atop the summit of Mt. Mahendra. There he assumed a 
stupendously majestic, an extremely strange and very awe-inspiring formidable form 
that defied imagination (28). 
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29. At that time, all the creatures of this world saw Hanuman, the son of the wind- 
god, as a mountain-like colossus, with a countenance resembling the radiance of 
molten gold with a reddish hue (like the colour and shade of the rising sun in the 
morning or red hot liquid gold), and having long arms resembling the great legendary 
cosmic Serpent (known as Seshnath)! (29). 


Thus ends Canto 9 of Kishkindha Kand of Adhyatma Ramayan that describes the 
conversation of Lord Shiva and Uma. 
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Section 6.3: 


Geetawali Ramayan 


In Geetawali Ramayan, as also in Kavitawali Ramayan, the pattern adopted for 
narration of this epic Story is different from both Ram Charit Manas and Adhyatma 
Ramayan, as while in the latter two instances the narrative is in the form of a 
continuous flow of events in a seamless manner, but in the former two instances, i.e. 
in Geetawali and Kavitawali, the stress is on focusing attention on some selected 
interesting and important events or episodes that stand out as watershed landmarks in 
the background of the epic Story as a whole, and then describing them in greater 
detail from different angles and perspectives. 

So now therefore, we shall read how the main events of the part of the Story 
which we have covered in our present Chapter no. 6 are narrated in Geetawali 
Ramayan, as a sort of recapitulation. For this purpose, the following verses of 
Geetawali are being cited: (a) Aranya Kand, verse nos. 12-16 (Lord Ram meeting 
Jatau, the vulture, and the latter’s deliverance), verse nos. 17/1—17/8 (Lord Ram’s 
meeting with Sabari and her deliverance); (b) Kishkindha Kand, verse no. 1 (Lord 
Ram’s friendship with Sugriv), and verse no. 2 (the search for Sita begins). 
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(3 / 12) 





"v vot ser 4 emi 

Ta wg aft wa oma wal wove «d wai 
aaa T gu ukrure, gat ol Goat wT md | 
aT ed Pree ula s 4 aA wet! 211 
ma ow d war feno age a gy 

aed "eri uri dar fag Rage wgf8 YTI 
qw—sN cx ifs, dra gM ert fers | 

geri wq aug cafe see amg wg ae MIA 























jatayuse bhénta 
(3/12) 


mere e&kau hatha na lagi. 

gayo bapu biti badi kanana jyom kalapalata dava dagi.. 1.. 
dasarathasom na prema pratipalyau, huto jo sakala jaga sakhi. 
barabasa harata nisacara patisom hathi na janaki rakhi.. 2.. 
marata na maim raghubira biloke tapasa besa bana'e. 

cahata calana prana panivara binu siya-sudhi prabhuhi suna'e.. 3.. 
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bara-bara kara minji, sisa dhuni gidharaja pachitā'. 
tulasi prabhu krpalu tehi ausara a'i ga'e do'u bha^.. 4.. 


Lord Ram meets Jatau-I 


Verse no. 3/12—[Verse nos. 3/12—3/16 describe Lord Ram's meeting with the 
injured Jatau, the old vulture who had fought valiantly with Ravana in an attempt to 
rescue Sita but was unable to protect her as he was mortally wounded. He fell down 
on the ground when Ravana clipped-off his wings with his sword. Lying bleeding and 
writhing in pain, Jatau concentrated his mind and heart in the holy feet of Lord Ram 
and waited for his arrival so that he could convey the developments regarding Sita to 
the Lord, and find an eternal rest for his soul in the presence of the Lord whom he 
knew to be a personified form of the Supreme Being. 

Meanwhile, Lord Ram reached that spot while he was wondering in the wilds 
in search of Sita. He heard a soft and pitiful groan like someone dying from a little 
way off his path, and when he espied the cause he discovered Jatau. The Lord 
immediately recognized him as he had met him earlier also when the two had struck a 
friendship, and Jatau had said that he was an acquaintance of Dasrath, Lord Ram's 
father, and he would be in constantly on the vigil and stay near about to afford 
protection to the Lord, Sita and Laxman to the best of his ability. Refer: Ram Charit 
Manas, Aranya Kand, Doha no. 13. 

Now, when Lord Ram descried Jatau in such a pathetic condition, he was 
extremely sorry and moved emotionally. He extended all love and affection that one 
would do to one's father, tended to Jatau's wounds, cleaned them with his long 
tresses, and picked him up gently onto his lap, resting his head on his arms. Jatau 
conveyed to the Lord all the tidings, and then though the Lord told him that if he 
wished he could grant him a long life but Jatau preferred to leave this mortal body 
which he would nevertheless have to one or the other day, but this unique opportunity 
of having the Lord tending to him and sitting so close to him won't come again. So, 
Jatau discarded his mortal body and obtained liberation, deliverance, emancipation 
and salvation. Say, how luck he was: while alive he offered himself at the service of 
the Lord, and while dying he had the Lord in front of his eyes. Lord Ram performed 
his last rites with tears in his eyes as he would have done for his own father. This was 
a rarest of rare privilege that was extended to Jatau by the Lord as not even Dasrath 
had got this benefit. In this singular way, Jatau made himself immortal in the annals 
of history, and even the gods found no sufficient words to praise his good fortune. 

This entire episode is narrated in Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, from 
Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 29—to Doha no. 32.] 


[The vulture Jatau was full of anguish and remorse as he lay on the ground, mortally 
wounded and writing in pain. He sorely lamented—] ‘Alas! I have lost everything (or 
literally, I could not lay my hands on anything worthwhile!). Even as the Kalpa- 
creeper dies in a forest fire without being of any good to anyone, my body too was 
spent in vain (1). 


The whole world is witness and knows very well that I and Dasrath were friends; we 
were affectionately acquainted with each other. But unfortunately I could not sustain 
(uphold, live up to) that relationship because when the king of demons (Ravana) was 
taking Sita away, I could not forcibly stop him from doing so (2). 
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Even at the time of my death (which is imminent), I could not see Lord Sri Ram 
attired as a hermit. 

Now this sinful soul wishes to make its exit (from my sinful body) even before 
I could convey Sita's news, whereabouts and welfare to him (Sri Ram).’ (3). 


In this way, the king of vultures repeatedly wrings his hands and beats his head in 
utter frustration and despair. Just at that precise moment, Tulsidas' kind and gracious 
Lords, the two brothers (Sri Ram and Laxman)', came there. (4) 

[ The words “Tulsidas' kind and gracious Lords, the two brothers" (tulasi 
prabhu krpalu---do'u bha'l) are very important in as much as they establish—and 
assert—that Tulsidas has equal respect for both Lord Ram and Laxman albeit he has 
focused his writings on Lord Ram as he is the Supreme Being himself. 

Further, Tulsidas means that if Jatau, a vulture by birth, could inspire so much 
love and affection for himself in the heart of Sri Ram by asserting that he (Jatau) was 
a friend of Lord Ram's father, king Dasrath, so much so that the Lord treated the bird 
with the same respect as he would have had for his father as stressed in stanza 2 of 
this verse, Tulsidas goes a step further and says that: *Well, if this is the case then I 
too have a right to assert that the two brothers, Lord Sri Ram and Laxman, are dear to 
me equally, and they have affection for me as well." This is because he, i.e. Tulsidas, 
too is a devotee of the Lord and loves him as dearly as did Jatau.] 
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raghau gidha goda kari linhom. 

nayana-saroja sanéha-salila suci manahu araghajala dinhom.. 1.. 
sunahu lasana! khagapatihi mile bana maim pitu-marana na jan'yau. 
sahi na sakyau so kathina bidhata, baro pachu ajuhi bhan'yau.. 2.. 
bahu bidhi rama kahyo tanu rakhana, parama dhira nahi dolyau. 
roki, prema, avaloki badana-bidhu, bacana manohara bolyau.. 3.. 
tulası prabhu jhüthe jivana lagi samaya na dhokho laihaurn. 

jako nama marata muniduralabha tumahi kaham puni paihaurh?.. 4.. 


Lord Ram meets Jatau-II 
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Verse no. 3/13—Lord Ram lifted the wounded Jatau on to his lap, and washed him 
with his tears full of love and affection! (1). 

[ Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Doha no. 30; and Chaupai line no. 
8 that precedes Doha no. 31.] 


Then he said, ‘Oh Laxman, listen! When I had met the vulture king in the forest, I 
forgot about the death of our father”. But the wicked gods could not tolerate my peace 
and they destroyed even this solace which I had been left with (2).’ 

[ Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Doha no. 13. 

It is to be noted here that Jatau is the only and the exclusive character in the 
whole of the story of the Ramayana who has this privilege of being put on the same or 
even a notch higher pedestal than Dasrath. It is indeed remarkable that Lord Ram 
openly accepted him as his father given the fact that a vulture is a meat-eating bird. It 
indeed remarkable Lord Ram went further to honour Jatau by cremating him with his 
own hands, something he didn’t do for his own father Dasrath. In Hindu system, it is 
the eldest son who gets this privilege, and it is a curse, or most unusual, that a father is 
cremated by someone else. However, by cremating Jatau, Lord Ram gave him the 
rarest of rare privilege which is not even available to the gods, or for that matter to 
those great sages and ascetics who spend their entire lives in doing austerity and 
penances. 

The underlying idea is that the only relationship that Lord Ram knows and 
acknowledges is that of sincere and abiding love, affection, devotion, submission and 
complete faith in him as the ‘Supreme Redeemer, Supreme Atma and Supreme 
Protector’ of creation. Anything less is not upto the mark. The Lord does not weigh 
the merits of a creature on the basis of his physical body, and by extension by the 
natural inclinations of this body such as what it would eat to survive or whether it 
does penances and austerities, because the body is nevertheless gross by nature and 
cannot be expected to behave like a sublime and holy entity. What matters is the 
driver of this body: the ‘soul’, or the ‘self that lives inside it and controls the body 
like a driver of a motor vehicle. If any accident occurs, it is not the vehicle that is to 
be blamed, but the driver whose carelessness that has caused it. 

Therefore, if the soul of the individual creature is pure and reflects its purity 
by exhibiting characters possessed by the supreme Soul represented by Lord Ram, the 
*Parmatma', the mutual attraction is spontaneous and natural. Only a pure magnet 
would attract iron, and not something that masquerades as a magnet while being 
merely a piece of lead. Polishing and pretensions can deceive the world, but not the 
Lord. 

In the present context we deduce that albeit Jatau was born as a meat-eating 
vulture that is universally regarded as sinful and vile, his Atma was purer than the rest 
of the creatures, and hence it qualified for the highest form of peace and blessedness 
that it indeed got.] 


Then Lord Ram requested Jatau to keep his body (not to die)’, but the courageous 
vulture did not move from his resolve, and said (3)— 

[ Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes 
Doha no. 31.] 
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‘Oh Lord! I wouldn't be cheated for this false life (i.e. I don't want to trade the rare 
opportunity I've got to attain salvation with living a life which is false and 
illusionary). 

Well, he—whose name is unavailable even to the sages at the time of death— 
is standing before me. Say, in all sooth, where shall I find you again, where shall I 
find such a golden chance to attain liberation and deliverance again? [I'm not so 
stupid that I'll let go of such a golden and god-sent opportunity for attaining 
emancipation and salvation that leads the soul to eternal blessedness, beatitude and 
bliss by bargaining it with a life that is mortal.]’* (4). 

Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 6-7 that precede 
Doha no. 31.] 
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nike kai janata rama hiyo haum. 

pranatapala, sevaka-krpalu-cita, pitu patatarahi diyo haurn.. 1.. 
trijagajoni-gata gidha, janama bhari kha'i kujantu jiyo haurn. 
maharaja sukrti-samaja saba-Upara aju kiyo haum.. 2.. 

$ravana bacana, mukha nama, rüpa cakha, rama uchanga liyo haum. 
tulası mo samana barabhagi ko kahi sakai biyo haum.. 3.. 


Lord Ram meets Jatau-III 


Verse no. 3/14—|Jatau continued—] ‘Oh Lord Sri Ram! I recognise the true nature 
and graciousness of your heart. You are the protector of those who have taken your 
shelter and refuge, and are kind, benevolent and merciful towards your servants 
(devotees, those who have surrendered themselves to you and serve you selflessly). 
This is why you have compared me with your father (or, have raised me to the 
exalted stature of being your father)! (1). 
[ Refer: Geetawali, Aranya Kand, verse no. 3/13, stanza no. 2 herein above.] 


I was born from a lowly womb (i.e. I had a very low form of birth from an egg) in the 
family of vultures, and survived by eating numerous lowly, uneatable creatures 
(cadavers). Today, oh great king, you have raised such a vile creature (1.e. me) to the 
highest pedestal in the assembly of those who are righteous, noble and exalted! [Tell 
me, what more would I want!] (2). 
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Oh (how lucky am I)! My ears hear you speak; I am taking your holy name with my 
mouth; I am enjoying seeing your beauteous form sitting right before me, with my 
own eyes; and to top it all, you are having me in your lap! 

Then say, who else is there who can call himself more lucky than me?^ (3). 

[ Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 6-7 that precedes 
Doha no. 31.] 
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mere jana tata! kachu dina jijai. 

dekhi'a apu suvana-sevasukha, mohi pituko sukha dijai.. 1.. 
dibya-déha, iccha-jivana jaga bidhi mana'i mamgi Iijai. 
hari-hara-sujasa suna'i, darasa dai, loga krtaratha kijai.. 2.. 

dekhi badana, suni bacana-amiya, tana ramanayana-jala bhijai. 
bolyo bihaga bihamsi raghubara! bali, kahaum subhaya, patijai.. 3.. 
mere maribe sama na cari phala, honhi tau, kyom na kahijai. 

tulasi prabhu diyo utaru mauna him, pari mano prema sahijai.. 4.. 


Lord Ram meets Jatau-IV 


Verse no. 3/15—Lord Ram said, *Oh Dear (tata)! In my view, you should live a bit 
longer for a few more days. Give me an opportunity to serve you as a son, so that you 
can enjoy the privileges of being a father! (1). 

[ This emotion is an extension of what Lord Ram has said in verse no. 3/13, 
stanza no. 2 herein above. Lord says in essence that he hadn't been able to serve his 
own father Dasrath at Ayodhya, but at least he would be able to serve his ‘another 
father' Jatau 1f he agrees to live a bit longer. Since Jatau was a bird, it would be easier 
for the latter to remain close in the vicinity of Lord Ram whom he should treat as his 
son, and this would also give the Lord an opportunity to serve Jatau in the best way he 
could so that it would mitigate his sense of sorrow at losing his human father to some 
extent. | 


Gods are now pleased with you, so ask them for a divine form and a boon to live 
according to your wishes, and please everyone by praising and singing the Glory of 
Lord Vishnu and Lord Shiva (2).”’ 
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[Lord Ram advises Jatau to discard this evil body of a vulture and assume 
some holy form, or the form of a holy Spirit like one of the gods, and live in that form 
for as long as he wants while enjoying the benefits of heaven. ] 


Then, hearing such sweet-as-nectar voice and words of Lord Ram, and finding his 
body drenched in the tears overflowing from Lord Ram's eyes, Jatau looked up to him 
and said, ‘Son! I'm so exceptionally lucky and so very glad! Believe me, I speak from 
my heart (3). 


Even the four fruits (i.e. “Artha” or prosperity, wealth; “Dharma” or righteousness; 
“Kaam” or wish fulfillment; and “Moksha” or liberation from transmigration of soul) 
are no match to my death (while I am in your arms)! 

[So, what do you expect me to ask for? Nay, I don’t want any of the forms you 
have suggested as ultimately my soul would be trapped in that form. Nay, I don’t 
want any entrapments now. Even a holy body is a trap for the soul. The true freedom 
for the soul is when it is freed from all encumbrances and becomes one with the 
Supreme Soul. I don’t want to be cheated at this juncture by any of the honey-traps 
you have promised me. I yearn for final liberation and deliverance that would give 
eternal salvation and emancipation to me and rest to my soul. I want beatitude and 
felicity and bliss that cannot come with assuming any form, holy or otherwise as all of 
them have their own set of problems. Say, even if I become god-like, will I become 
eternal? Surely not, because when the good effects of my service to you wears off, I 
would have to suffer the consequences of all that I do in the new form which I may 
assume now. What would happen then? When ultimately my soul would yearn for 
peace, will I get to see you again, or place my head on your lap again? So, my answer 
is ‘no’, I don’t want all this stuff. To wit, if thou willst forsooth want to express thine 
gratitude to me, and if thou can grant emancipation to a soul, then grant me eternal 
bliss and beatitude by way of salvation and deliverance, nothing less than that my soul 
yearnest for! ]’ 

Tulsidas says that this argument and logic of Jatau made Lord Ram speechless 
because it was the irrefutable truth of existence. Lord Ram's silence was a seal of 
approval of Jatau's devotion and love for the Lord, as well as his views regarding his 
destiny that was sealed in the form of his emancipation and salvation inspite of his 
having a body that is regarded as most despicable and vile and lowly (because it was 
that of a vulture) (4). 
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(3/16) 


mero suniyo, tata! samdéso. 

siya-harana jani kahéhu pitasorn, hvaihai adhika amdeso.. 1.. 
ravaré pun'yapratapa-anala maham alapa dinani ripu dahihair. 
kulasameta surasabha dasanana samacara saba kahihairn.. 2.. 
suni prabhu-bacana, rakhi ura mürati, carana-kamala sira na". 
calyo nabha sunata rama-kala-kirati, aru nija bhaga bara’... 3.. 
pitu-jyom gidha-kriya kari raghupati apane dhama pathayo. 
aiso prabhu bisari tulasi satha! tu cahata sukha payo.. 4.. 


Lord Ram meets Jatau-V 


Verse no. 3/16—[Lord Sri Ram replied to Jatau—] ‘Oh Dear (tata)! Please hear my 
message. Do not tell father (Dasrath) anything about Sita being abducted, as this will 
enhance his sorrows and worries’ (1). 

[ Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Doha no. 31.] 


All the enemies and opponents would burn themselves soon in the fire of your glory, 
fame, righteousness and noble deeds. [This is a way of Lord Ram showing respect to 
Jatau.] 

At that time, Ravana would himself, along with all his kin and relatives, go 
and convey all this news in the assembly of Gods. [By saying these words, Sri Ram 
has ensured a place for Ravana amongst the 'assembly of Gods' in the heaven. 
Indeed, though being a ferocious, cruel, vile and most despised creature because he 
was a *demon' by birth, Ravana and his near and dear ones nevertheless went to the 
heaven just by the virtue of them constantly remembering Lord Ram, which, in 
practical terms, became a sort of meditation for them even as a spiritual aspirant 
constantly remembers the Lord and repeats his holy name to attain the Lord. This fact 
is endorsed in Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, (i) Chaupai line nos. 1-5 that precede 
Doha no. 45; (11) Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 71; (iii) Chaupai line no. 9 
that precedes Doha no. 103.] (2). 


Hearing these words (of Sri Ram), keeping his beauteous image in his mind and heart, 
bowing his head reverentially at his holy feet, and hearing Sri Ram's fames and 
glories as well as his own being sung in the sky (by the Gods), the vulture left for his 
heavenly abode through the path of the sky. [Here, by saying ‘Jatau went to heaven’, 
it alludes to his soul that went to the heaven or the abode of the Lord.]? (3). 

[ Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-2 that precede 
Doha no. 32.] 


Raghupati (Sri Ram) performed the last rites of the vulture as if he were his (Sri 
Ram's) own father, and thereafter, the Lord sent him to his own abode’. 

Tulsidas addresses himself and wonders, ‘Oh you idiot and wicked fool! Do 
you want to have comfort, happiness, joy and bliss by forsaking (or forgetting, 
ignoring, neglecting, being opposed to) such a (benign, merciful, gracious, 
compassionate, benevolent, magnanimous, munificent) Lord?^ (4). 

Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Doha no. 32. 
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“Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-3 that precedes 
Doha no. 33.] 


SINN Ae 
NET Yer 
(3/ 17/1) 
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Sabarisé bhénta 
raga suho 
(3/17-1) 


sabari so'i uthi, pharakata bama bilocana-bahu. 

saguna suhavane sucata muni-mana-agama uchahu.. 
muni-agama ura ananda, locana sajala, tanu pulakavall. 
trna-parnasala bana'i, jala bhari kalasa, phala cahana cal.. 
manjula manoratha karati, sumirati bipra-barabānī bhall. 
jyom kalapa-beli sakeli sukrta suphūla-phūlī sukha-phalī.. 1.. 


Lord Ram’s meeting with Sabari 


[Geetawali describes the meeting of Lord Ram and his ardent devotee Sabari in 
beautiful words. The text has been divided into eight verses, each having four lines. 

The Lord’s meeting with Sabari has also been described in Ram Charit Manas, 
Aranya Kand, from Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 34—to Doha no. 36. 

After granting liberation and emancipation to Jatau, Lord Ram moved ahead in 
the direction told to him by Jatau. He reached the hermitage of Sabari, an old tribal 
woman devotee of the Lord who had been waiting the Lord’s arrival for a long time. 

*A brief life-sketch of Sabari is given at the end of this verse no. 3/17/1. 

She extended motherly-like affection to Lord Ram and Laxman, worshipped 
them and fed them with fruits she had plucked herself. Lord Ram had preached her 
the famous ‘nine-deemed paths of Bhakti’. Finally, like Jatau, she discarded her gross 
body in the fire of Tapa and her last rites were done by Lord Ram himself! Its again 
noteworthy that Lord Ram had done the last rites of another living being who was 
regarded as out-cast by the society. Lord Ram made Jatau exalted by elevating him to 
the high pedestal of being his ‘father’ by performing his last rites with his own hands, 
and now he elevates Sabari to the rank of his own mother by performing her last rites 


583 


himself. Refer: (1) Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Doha no. 36 along with Chanda 
line nos. 1-4 that precede it; and (i1) Geetawali, Aranya Kand, verse no. 3/17/8. 

This fact has also been reiterated in ‘Adhyatma Ramayan’ of sage Veda Vyas, 
Aranya Kand, Canto 10, verse nos. 39—41. 

Before attaining salvation, Sabari had told Lord Ram to proceed towards lake 
Pampa where he will meet Sugriv and his companions who would help the Lord to 
trace and recover Sita. Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 10- 
12 that precedes Doha no. 36.] 


Verse no. 3/17/1—Ever since Sabari woke up today morning, her left eyelids and left 
arms are fluttering (quivering; palpitating, vibrating)'. These auspicious signs indicate 
that some good tidings which would give joy and happiness even to the sages and 
hermits are in the offing. 

Her heart has filled with immense bliss and joy which is rare even for the 
sages. Her eyes are full of tears, and the body is thrilled. 

She erected a thatched hut of reeds and grass, filled a pot with water, and 
started towards the forest path (from where she expected Sri Ram and Laxman to 
arrive). [To wit, she hurriedly repaired her hut and prepared it to welcome Lord Ram 
and Laxman whom she had been expecting for a very long time. The auspicious signs 
she witnessed convinced her that her wait is about to end. ] 

She has pleasant hopes in her heart and repeatedly recalls the auspicious 
prophesy made by her preceptor sage Matang (that she will have the good fortune of 
seeing the divine form of Lord Sri Ram one day of the days). 

It appears that the Kalpa-creeper, already blooming with beautiful flowers, has 
collected all the rewards (fruits) of the good deeds there are in Sabari’s fate, converted 
them into fruits of bliss, happiness and joy, and has got itself laden with them’. 
(3/17/1). 

['It is believed that if the left arms and eyes of a male flutters then it is 
deemed a bad sign, whereas for a woman it is a good omen. 

"Here, the creeper is Sabari, the flowers are her virtues and noble characters, 
the good deeds are the long services she had rendered to sage Matang after being 
castrated by the society and condemned by it, and the fruit is her final reward in the 
form of having Darshan or divine and holy viewing of the Lord, followed by her 
emancipation and final salvation. 


*According to the story of Ramayana, Shabari was a woman belonging to a forest 
tribe called ‘Shabari’. This tribe was classified as Shudras or lower caste, and 
sustained themselves by collecting and selling honey and fruits from the forest trees. 
Being of a low caste, she is said have been ostracized by others. She served a sage 
named Matanga very devotedly. The sage was a realised soul, and so pleased was he 
with her devotion and service that he blessed her at the time of leaving his body that 
she would find her emancipation and salvation when Lord Ram visits her while 
searching for Sita. Like her Guru, Shabari too left her mortal body after having the 
privilege of meeting and worshipping the Lord in person by lighting the pyre herself 
with her mystical powers. According to Adhyatma Ramayana of sage Veda Vyas, it 
was Lord Ram who had performed her last rites himself, a rare privilege that was even 
denied to his own worldly father Dasrath. 

Shabari used to live in the hermitage where earlier sage Matanga lived. This 
hermitage was near Mount Rishyamook where Sugriv, the exiled younger brother of 
the king of monkeys Vali, lived with his close confidantes Hanuman, Jamvant, Naal 
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and Neel etc. This place was about ten Yojans or eighty miles from Kishkindha, the 
capital of the forest kingdom of which Vali was the king. 

There is a story about Lake Pampa on the banks of which she lived. The great 
sage Matang had his hermitage here. Shabari used to get up very early and clean the 
path around this lake before her Guru went there for his daily bath and other chores. It 
so happened that one day, the sages and seers who lived in that area saw her cleaning 
the path leading to the lake very early in the morning. Since she was of a low caste, 
they cursed and scolded her because they regarded her appearance as defiling the 
place. This misplaced notion of superiority and high stature immensely displeased the 
Lord. So as soon as those haughty and proud sages went and took a dip in that lake, its 
water turned turbid, polluted and infested by warms and filth. When Sri Ram had 
gone there during his forest exile, the sages and seers requested him to purify that 
lake. Sri Ram, being all-knowing, knew the secret behind that pollution, and in order 
to teach those sages a lesson of their lives, he asked them to request Sabari to take a 
dip in it. As soon as she did it, the water regained its former pristine purity, and the 
lake its former exceptional scenic beauty. This made the haughty sages and seers feel 
ashamed at their ignorance and behaviour. 

According to the story of Ramayana, Sri Ram had visited her hermitage and 
enjoyed the fruits offered by her just like he would have enjoyed them if they were 
given to him by his mother. In the ‘Ram-Sarawali of Surdas’, verse no. 11, it is said 
that ‘Sabari was a long time ardent devotee and a humble follower of Raghupati (Sri 
Ram). He accepted and ate fruits offered by her, preached her on the concept of 
complete devotion, and then liberated her by giving her residence in his own abode.’ 

It was Shabari who had advised Sri Ram to go towards the Rishyamook 
mountain and make friends with Sugriv, the monkey king, who in turn would help the 
Lord in finding out Sita and freeing her from the clutches of her captors. 

The entire episode of Sabari appears in Ram Charit Manas in Aranya Kand, 
Chaupai line no. 5 that precede Doha no. 34, to Doha no. 36. In these verses of Ram 
Charit Manas, the episode of Sabari is described in detail. ] 


(3 / 17/2) 
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(3/17-2) 


pranapriya pahune aihaim rama-lasana mere aju. 
janata jana-jiyaki mrdu cita rama garibanivaja.. 

mrdu cita garibanivaja aju birajihaim grha a'ikai. 
brahmadi sankara-gauri pujita pujihaurn aba ja'ikai.. 
lahi natha haum raghunatha-bano patitapavana pa'ikai. 
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duhu ora lahu agha'i tulasi tisarehu guna ga'ikai.. 2.. 


Verse no. 3/17/2—][She contemplates—] ‘Ah! How lucky am I today that my dearer- 
than-life guests Sri Ram and Laxman would come. 

Lord Sri Ram—who is of a sweet temperament, is the sustainer and benefactor of 
the underdog, the poor, lowly, humble and downtrodden—knows what is inside the 
mind of his devotees (because he is all-knowing, all-pervading, omniscient, 
omnipresent and resides in the heart of his devotees). 

Now, I shall (go and) worship Lord Sri Ram who is worshipped by Brahma, 
Shiva, Parvati and other Gods. 

Invoking Raghunath's (Sri Ram's) promise and famed glories that he makes even 
the downtrodden, the sinful, the lowly and the wretched ones into pure and holy ones, 
I shall now see him as my “Lord” (i.e. as my benefactor, liberator, purifier, sustainer 
and protector as well as one who provides for my succour and solace). 

Thereby, I shall, as a result, reap multifold benefits: the rarest of rare rewards that 
one can have in this existential world (i.e. I will be getting the rewards of being alive, 
and especially at a time when the Lord has manifested himself on this earth and is 
passing this way so that I can personally serve and worship him), and also the rarest 
of rare rewards by way of spiritual bliss and beatitude that comes with attaining 
liberation, deliverance, emancipation and salvation. 

Besides this, the third beneficiary would by Tulsidas who would benefit by 
singing the virtues and glories of the Lord for eternity! (3/17/2)." 

[ The point to note here is that Sabari has kept Tulsidas in mind while thinking of 
the benefits she will get on seeing Sri Ram. Perhaps Tulsidas was present as a ‘spirit’ 
on that occasion to witness that rarest of rare occasion just as he was present at 
Janakpur garden where Sri Ram had met Sita. Lovely indeed! 

Sabari would become Videha Mukta, i.e. she would discard her gross mortal body 
and attain salvation and emancipation when she meets Lord Ram, while Tulsidas 
would become Jivan Mukta, i.e. he would continue to live in this body but attain an 
equivalent sense of bliss and beatitude by singing the divine stories of Lord Ram as 
well as the Lord's holy name and glories for as long as he does not one day attain the 
same fate as that of Sabari! 

The narration of these verses is in the present tense which also indicates the poet's 
presence on the occasion in a ‘spirit’ form. Here he acts as a scribe, a correspondent, a 
first hand witness to the unfolding drama of ardent devotion, matchless faith and 
conviction, as well as of the liberation of a downtrodden, an outcaste and an old 
wretched lady who was lifted instantaneously to a pedestal higher than that of a 
mother. This will be evident as we read on—] 
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(3/17-3) 


dona rucira race pürana kanda-mula, phala-phula. 

anupama amiyahutem ambaka avalokata anuküla.. 

anuküla ambaka amba jyom nija dimba hita saba anikai. 
sundara sanēhasudhā sahasa janu sarasa rākhē sānikai.. 

chana bhavana, chana bāhara, bilokati pantha bhūpara panikai. 
do'u bha'i aye sabarikake prēma-pana pahicanikai.. 3.. 


Verse no. 3/17/3—Then, Sabari made beautiful cups or bowls (out of green and 
freshly plucked leaves), and filled them with the most pleasant, the sweetest and the 
most appealing edible roots, stems, fruits and flowers that she could find, all of which 
were most succulent, tastier than Amrit (elixir of life) and most charming to behold. 

Even as a mother gathers, prepares and keeps the best of things for her loving 
child, she brought most attractive and lovely fruits etc. for the Lord, dipped them 
symbolically in the nectar of love and affection which was thousands of times more 
succulent and sweeter than Amrit, and kept them away safely for Lord Sri Ram. 

She spiritedly went inside her hut one moment, came out horridly a moment 
later, shaded her old worn-out eyes with her palms that acted like a hood over her 
thick set of eyebrows, and looked intently, expectantly, yearningly and most eagerly 
down the path from where Lord Sri Ram was expected to approach her hermitage. 

Just at that moment, realizing the intensity of Sabari's love, affection, 
devotion, endearment and yearning, the two brothers came to her Ashram (3/17/3). 


(3 / 17/4) 
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(3/17-4) 


sravana sunata call, avata dekhi lasana-raghura'u. 

sithila saneha kahai, ‘hai supana bidhi, kaidhaurn sati bha'u’.. 
sati bha'u kai sapano? nihari kumara kosalarayake. 

gahé carana, je aghaharana nata-jana-bacana-manasa-kayake.. 
laghu-bhaga-bhajana udadhi umagyo labha-sukha cita caya kai. 
so janani jyorn adari sanuja, rama bhükhe bhayakai.. 4.. 


Verse no. 3/17/4—When Sabari heard of the arrival of Lord Sri Ram and Laxman, she 
went forward, and seeing them with her eyes she became overwhelmed with affection, 
wondering in amazement at her good fortune and the divine sight she beheld—'Oh 
God! Is this a dream or a reality?' 
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Saying this, she welcomed the Lord by falling at his feet and clasping them 
with her hands. These are the same holy feet that provide liberation to the devotees 
from all their sins. [This is because the Lord’s holy feet are not only so pure and holy 
but they also possess so great a dynamic force and energy in them that any thing that 
is unholy and unclean immediately is transmewed into one that is holy and clean as 
soon as it comes into contact with these feet. ] 

Realising that she is immensely blessed, most fortunate, exceptionally lucky 
and very privileged though being of a low birth, an ocean of joy emerged from 
Sabari’s heart. The Lord regarded her as if she was his own mother. (3/17/4). 


(3/ 17/5) 
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(3/17-5) 


prema-pata pamivaré deta, su'aragha bilocana-bari. 

asrama lai di'e asana pankaja-pamya pakhari.. 
pada-pankajata pakhari pujé, pantha-srama-birati bhaye. 
phala-phüla ankura-mtla dhare sudhari bhari dona naye.. 
pubhu khata pulakita gata, svada sarahi adara janu jaye. 
phala carihu phala cari dahi, paracari-phala sabari dayé.. 5.. 


Verse no. 3/17/5—She laid a red-carpet of affection to welcome them (Sri Ram and 
Laxman), washed their feet by the water of her tears, and then brought them 
reverentially inside the hermitage and seated them. 

She washed Lord Ram's feet and worshipped him, and this helped Lord Ram 
to overcome the weariness of the journey. Then she brought edible bulbs, roots, fruits, 
and germinated seeds etc. in new bowls made of leaves and placed them in front of 
them (Sri Ram-Laxman). Lord Ram started eating them, all the while relishing them 
and enjoying their delicious taste—thereby showing his due respects to the poor old 
woman. 

Symbolically, Lord Ram, by eating those fruits, devoured all the four worldly 
fruits! that Sabari may have accumulated over time due to her austerities and 
penances, while compensating her with divine fruits that are far superior and rarer to 
obtain (in the form of spiritual bliss and beatitude, as well as liberation, deliverance, 
emancipation and salvation for her soul). (3/17/5). 

[ The usual fruits or rewards one gets for a well-conducted life are the 
following: “Artha” (prosperity), "Dharma" (righteousness), “Kaam”? (wish 
fulfillment), and “Moksha” (freedom). But these rewards are not imperishable and it 
may happen that they may be nullified by some evil deeds done by the creature evan 
unawares. 
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So, Lord Ram replaced these transient rewards with the fruit of devotion and 
eternal bliss that are a rarity to attain.] 


(3 /17/6) 
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(3/17-6) 


sumana barasi, harase sura, muni mudita sarahi sihata. 

‘kēhi ruci kēhi chudha sanuja mamigi mamigi prabhu khata.. 
prabhu khata mamgata deti sabari, rama bhogi jagake". 
pulakata prasansata sid'dha-siva-sanakadi bhajana bhagake.. 
balaka sumitra kausilake pahune phala-sagake. 

suni samujhi tulasi janu ramahi basa amala anuragake.. 6.. 


Verse no. 3/17/6—The Gods are happily showering flowers and feeling very glad, 
while the sages and saints too feel extremely delighted and praise Sabari for her good 
fortune. 

They observed, ‘Look how Lord Ram and Laxman are enjoying the offerings 
(of fruits, edible roots and stems) made by her (Sabari), and relishing their taste as 1f 
they were very hungry. 

Lord Sri Ram (as the macrocosmic Viraat Purush or the Supreme Soul of 
creation) is the consumer of the various offerings made in a fire sacrifice. It is a great 
marvel that he is relishing these ordinary and humble fruits, desiring more of them, 
and Sabari is also repeatedly giving him the fruits one by one with great joy and 
cherish in her heart'. 

This is how Sabari is being praised by the most exalted and fortunate persons 
such as the Siddhas (mystics, attained ones), sages Sankadi etc., and Lord Shiva. They 
all feel thrilled and emotional at the sight of the Lord being served by her. 

Ah! The sons of Kaushalya and Sumitra (Sri Ram and Laxman respectively)! 
are partaking (or relishing, enjoying the taste of) raw fruits and vegetables offered to 
them (by Sabari) as her most honoured guests. 

[By referring to their mothers, Tulsidas means that Lord Sri Ram and 
Laxman were born to queens, were accustomed to most delicious of foods, and were 
pampered with the choicest of delicacies. But today, in order to uphold the sanctity of 
the old Sabari's love and affection for them, they are relishing raw fruits and vegetable 
products as if they were the most delicious and choicest of eatables offered in the 
royal palace by their respective mothers.] 

Tulsidas asserts that after hearing what he (Tulsidas) says, one must become 
certain and convinced that Sri Ram is moved only by, or is subject to control only by, 
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or can be overcome only by devotion and love which are sincere, pure and without 
any trace of deceit, and by nothing else’. 

['Indeed, even the most humble, downtrodden, out castes and lowly creatures 
were embraced by Sri Ram relying on the basis of their having undiluted love, 
affection and devotion of the highest order for the Lord. Some of these examples are 
the following—the Kols, Kirats, Bhils (forest tribal), Nishad (the boatman), Guha 
(cave dwellers), vulture (Jatau), Sabari (the outcaste old lady), monkeys (Sugriv), 
bears (Jamvant), demons (Vibhishan) etc.] (3/17/6). 


(37 17/7) 





wR sag oo, wal OR emu cx aR 

al wfer «fer E, We Fg AAR HW 

g FAR, TRAC WARIS WA PÅ I 
saam ait oR au ye cep AT] | 
am- ARAA -aA qs quf ce Ha ety 
RR as, emm um was, wA urb WTI! 711 

















(3/17-7) 


raghubara amca'i uthé, sabarī kari pranāma kara jori. 
haum bali bali ga't, pura'i manju manoratha mori.. 

pura manoratha, svarathahu paramarathahu pūrana karl. 
agha-avagunanhiki kothari kari krpa muda mangala bhari.. 
tapasa-kiratini-kola mrdu mürati manohara mana dhari. 
sira na'i, ayasu pa'i gavane, paramanidhi pale pari.. 7.. 


Verse no. 3/17/7—[After eating—] Raghubar (Sri Ram) drank a sip of water (i.e. he 
sipped a little quantity of water just enough to clean his mouth), and got up. 

Then Sabari brought together her hands and joined her palms as a sign of 
surrender and prayer. She bowed her head reverentially before Lord Ram and said, ‘I 
sacrifice myself upon you (literally, thank you very much indeed) for you have 
fulfilled my most earnest desire. 

You have fulfilled my (life long) quest and have also satisfied my self interest 
related to this mundane existence (by accepting my fruits, by being my honoured 
guest and letting me serve you with the same affection as you would have allowed 
your own mother), as well as my spiritual well being (by ensuring my emancipation 
and salvation). 

I was a store-house (treasury, fount) of sins, evils, vices, unrighteousness and 
what not, but you have (eliminated all these and) filled it instead with happiness, bliss, 
joy and auspiciousness.’ 

At that time, the hermits and sages who had practiced austerities and penances, 
as well as the Kirats and Kols and other such forest-dwelling tribes (who were present 
on that happy and auspicious occasion), established the Lord's beautiful, pleasant and 
magnificent image in their respective hearts, bowed their heads in front of him (in 
reverence and to pay obeisance), got his permission (to leave), obtained the most 
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precious gift (literally, wealth) of devotion, affection and love for the Lord, and then 
went their ways. (3/17/7). 


(3 / 17/8) 





Rra-ge wa pà ma-Ra fakes AS UI 

à 4 RA mA AA, 4 9s smi 

afa wife uro we wate, woe a 7g 

dè mgA Year sd st AA wg 
ga- wati-uafe, vA POA | 

Wad, ya, waa A fea ee wy ua Ma agli sil 























(3/17-8) 


siya-sudhi saba kahi nakha-sikha nirakhi-nirakhi do'u bha'i. 

dai dai pradacchina karati pranama, na prema agha'i.. 

ati priti manasa rakhi ramahi, rama-dhamahi so ga'i. 

tehi matu-jyom raghunatha apane hatha jala-arijali da'i.. 

tulasi-bhanita, sabari-pranati, raghubara-prakrti karunama’. 

gavata, sunata, samujhata bhagati hiya hoya prabhu pada nita na'i.. 8.. 


Verse no. 3/17/8—Sabari gave Lord Ram the entire news about Sita. Then, watching 
the beauteous countenance of the two brothers, she reverentially circumambulated 
them repeatedly even as her affection (motherly love) for them knew no bounds. 

She made her heart the abode of Lord Ram, and brimming with devotion, she 
went to the heavenly abode of the Lord. Lord Ram cremated her and performed her 
last rites as befitting his own mother. 

By singing the verses of Tulsidas, remembering the prayers and devotion of 
Sabari and singing the praises of the Lord of a benevolent and merciful nature, one 
can surely achieve the Eternal Blissful state of consciousness (existence) obtained by 
attaining the Shanti Pad (1.e. by obtaining the Holy Feet of the Lord that gives eternal 
peace and bliss to the soul of the creature). (3/17/3). 


HAPN WTA 
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rsyamukapara rama 
raga kédara 


(4/1) 


bhusana-basana bilokata siyake. 

prema-bibasa mana, kampa pulaka tanu, nirajanayana nira bhare piyake.. 1.. 
sakucata kahata, sumiri ura umagata, sila-saneha-sugunagana tiyake. 
svami-dasa-lakhi lasana sakha kapi, pighalé hairn amica matha mano 
ghiyake..2.. 

socata hani mani mana, guni-guni gaye nighati phala sakala sukiyake. 
barane jamavanta tehi avasara, bacana bibeka birarasa biyaké.. 3.. 

dhira bira suni samujhi parasapara, bala-upaya ughatata nija hiyake. 
tulasidasa yaha sama'u kahetern kabi lagata nipata nithura jara jiyaké.. 4.. 


Lord Ram's meeting with Sugriv 


Verse no. 4/1—[As advised by Sabari, Lord Ram wended his way towards Lake 
Pampa and seeing its pleasant surroundings he tarried there for a while to take rest 
and refresh himself as well as Laxman. From there the Lord moved to the foothills of 
the Rishyhamook mountain. Sugriv, the monkey prince of the kingdom of Kishkindha 
abided there with his few chosen companions after he was expelled from the capital 
by his elder brother Baali due to some unfortunate misunderstanding between the two 
brothers. 

When Sugriv espied Lord Ram and Laxman wandering below he was sore 
affright, thinking that his inimical brother has sent some warrior to locate him and kill 
him in exile. So, to find out the truth, he sent Hanuman, one of his trusted 
companions. Hanuman, who in due course would become Lord Ram's most trusted 
and faithful follower and devotee, came down the slope disguised as a young 
Brahmin. He asked Lord Ram who he was and why was he wandering and looking 
here and there so eagerly as if searching for some lost thing. The Lord briefed him 
about his condition, whereby Hanuman immediately realized who he was: forsooth 
Lord Ram was no one else but Lord Vishnu for whose arrival the gods had been 
waiting for so long disguised as monkeys and bears as advised by their patriach 
Brahma, the creator. Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Doha no. 187 and 
Chaupai line nos. 1-5 that follow it. 

Hanuman and Lord Ram whereat had an emotional meeting, with Hanuman 
falling at the Lord's feet and clasping it with devotion, and Lord Ram lifting him and 
affectionately embracing him. After that, Hanuman told Lord Ram about his master 
Sugriv, and proposed that they become friends, with the assurance that Sugriv would 
do his best to help the Lord find and rescue Sita. 

Lord Ram, wise as he was, realised that the enterprise of finding Sita and 
rescuing her was no mean task, and that he would need help in any form it came. If 
that help meant the support of an army, so much the better. So, seizing the 
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opportunity, Lord readily agreed, whereat Hanuman made the two brothers sit on his 
shoulders and took them up the mountain to its summit. 

Hanuman introduced the two brothers to Sugriv with a hint to the latter that if 
they became friends it would be for mutual benefit. To wit, Hanuman subtly hinted to 
Sugriv that Lord Ram may help him settle scores with his enemy brother Baali and 
restore his rightful claim to the throne of Kishkindha, and in return Sugriv must oblige 
the Lord to locate and recover his wife Sita. It was a gain-gain situation for both, each 
being able to help the other’s cause. So a solemn deal of friendship was made, with 
Hanuman and others as well as the fire as witnesses. 

This part of the story is narrated in Ram Charit Manas, Kiskindha Kand, from 
Chaupai line no.15 that precedes Doha no. 1—to Doha no. 4. 

After making friendship with Sugriv, Lord Ram sat down with him and both 
exchanged news and information about each other. Then Sugriv showed him some of 
the ornaments and pieces of clothes that Sita had thrown from the sky as Ravana's 
chariot was passing over the Rishyamook mountain towards Lanka. She thought it 
wisely that if anyone picks them up and showed them to the Lord when he comes that 
way searching for her trail, these things would help to convince the Lord that she was 
being taken in the direction where the Lord was heading. It also helped to establish 
the authenticity of Sugriv's story about his seeing Sita being taken away by Ravana. 

Sugriv had picked them up at that time, and now he showed them to the Lord 
for identification. Then, Sugriv promised the Lord that he would do whatever was 
necessary and within his means to find Sita and get her back. This is narrated in Ram 
Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, Chaupai line nos. 2-8 that precede Doha no. 5. 

Now a word about the inhabitants of Kiskindha as being *monkeys' would be 
in order. First of all, they weren't like some animal whose image is conjured up in the 
mind by the use of the word “monkey”. This is clear in the very beginning of 
Kishkindha Kand. Lord Ram and Hanuman had conversed fluently with each other, 
and surely this dialogue was intelligible to both of them. It would be incredulous to 
think that a monkey, an animal that is, would talk in a tongue spoken by high-bred 
human prince. In Adhyatma Ramayan of Veda Vyas it is clearly said that they 
conversed in Sanskrit, the classical language spoken by educated humans; Hanuman’s 
speech was immaculate in grammar and accent, and Lord Ram had praised him for his 
manners and articulate language. Refer Adhyatma Ramayan, Kishkindha Kand, Canto 
1, verse nos. 17-18. 

Not only Hanuman, but Lord Ram was freely able to talk with others too 
amongst the so-called *monkeys and bears'. Therefore in all sooth they weren't 
"animals" as we would be inclined to identify them and think of them with the 
common use of the word *monkey' for the residents of the kingdom of Kishkindha. 

So here lies the catch. The ‘Monkey race of Kishkindha’ were, in all logical 
probabilities, a forest-dwelling warrior tribe more like the ‘Pygmies’ of inter-tropical 
Africa. They were dwarfs in appearance, because compared to the ordinary height of a 
man of other human races they had a short stature, perhaps a ‘two-cubit man’. There 
were many like tribes in Africa (such as Akka, the Doko, the Tiki-Tiki, the 
Wambilikimo etc.) that shared land that was surrounded by habitats of taller men. 

This tribe sprouted from mutation of the human gene, and normal men took 
their abnormalities of their ugly contours and stunted growth, which was around four 
spans high, as having been caused because of some curse or because they were 
possessed by some demon or evil spirit. So this tribe was pushed to the fringes of 
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civilization, and cast-off by the society they were forced out of habitated areas and 
into the wilderness of the forests and mountains. Thus, they moved south of the 
Vindhya mountain range and lived in the densely forested mountainous region in the 
present day state of Karnataka in South India. It was called Kishkindha in earlier 
times. 

Living in the midst of the wild-life of the forest and the wilderness of the 
mountains, this tribe, with the passage of time, had to adopt itself to the life-style and 
habits of the dwellers of the wilderness who were cut off from civilization and its 
trappings. They hunted and ate and lived like apes and monkeys, by way of necessity 
of survival, to adapt themselves to the forest and its cruel environs, becoming, over 
time, ferocious, and vicious in nature and completely different and unrecognizable 
from their ancestors who were in the era gone by were pushed out by the society into 
the jungle. Their external appearances underwent gradual but sure metamorphosis, 
such as they grew long hairs over the whole body like felt, had long nails and agile 
limbs that could aid them to climb and leap from trees to suit life in the forest, yellow- 
eyed, black-faced and speaking a language alien to humankind. In South Africa, the 
aboriginals speak a tongue called ‘Bantu’ which is a corrupted version of the main 
language of the southern part of the continent. 

These sort of unconventional men were encountered by Sindabad the Sailor in 
his third journey across the oceans where he and his companions met such men on the 
‘Mountain of the Zughb’ as narrated in the original version of the legendary tale of 
the 1001 Arabian Nights. 

Nevertheless, though quite at odds with what civilization knew as ‘men’, they 
traced their roots to the human race, of course to back in time by, say, a couple of 
dozen or even a hundred or so centuries. During the intervening long period of time, 
the original tribe may have multiplied and diversified into many sub-tribes much like 
the humans of the civilized world. Each went its own way, and populated far-off 
places on earth when their original home, the area around Kishkindha, could not 
support the demands of an ever-increasing population. This is why we read that when 
Lord Ram’s army of monkeys was to be assembled, they came from ‘all corners of the 
earth, and its members were of different appearances and of various countenances, 
means and habits’. But they had their capital city and headquarters at Kishkindha. It’s 
like people today migrating to different corners of the planet to make a living, even 
settling down there, but they are rooted to their mother-land and always recognized by 
the country of their forefathers. [Refer: (a) Ram Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, (1) 
Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 19; (ii) Doha no. 21; Sundar Kand, Chaupai 
line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 54; (b) Adhyatma Ramayan of Veda Vyas, 
Kiskindha Kand, Canto 6, verse nos. 5-6. 

Some were very wise among them, like among other members of the human 
race. Eager to relate to and trace their past roots, and to find ways to integrate with the 
society of the current time, as during the era of Lord Ram’s birth in Treta-yug when 
the Lord had gone to Kishkindha on his way to search for his stolen wife Sita, these 
ancient inhabitants of Kishkindha made efforts to learn the modern language of India, 
which was Sanskrit. Some excelled in it—such as the case was with Hanuman. 
[Refer: Adhyatma Ramayan of Veda Vyas, Kiskindha Kand, Canto 1, verse nos. 17- 
18.] 

By this time of course, the present generation of humans around Kishkindha 
had all but forgotten the bitterness and the circumstances of castration of this 
primitive tribe of yore, and so there were few inhibitions for learning and interacting. 
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Coming back to our narration of the story as it appears in Geetawali, when Sugriv 
showed to Lord Ram the ornaments that Sita had dropped from the sky from the 
chariot in which she was being whisked away by Ravana to Lanka, the Lord 
recognized them, and holding them close to his heart he was jubilant because it 
proved that he was proceeding in the right direction, but at the same time he wailed as 
these ornaments refreshened her memory and caused the agony of separation to get 
stoked. | 


On seeing Sita's ornaments, Lord Ram was thrilled; his eyes became wet with tears, 
and his heart overflowed with affection and joy (1). 


He hesitated at overtly praising the glory of Sita’, but her memory filled his heart with 
joy as well as grief. Seeing his condition, Laxman, Sugriv and other monkeys also felt 
very emotional as if butter has started melting on contact with (emotional) heat (2). 


[Sita was Lord Ram’s wife, and therefore it would look highly 
unconventional and inappropriate to utter praises for her in front of other male 
companions. | 


They became dejected and distressed at the thought of Sita's sufferings. At that time, 
the old bear-king called Jamvant consoled Lord Ram in different ways, using words 
of wisdom and courage (3). 


Encouraged by him, the assembly began to ponder on ways to find and rescue Sita 
instead of wasting time in wailings and lamenting uselessly. 

Addressing himself, Tulsidas says that a poet’s heart appears to be 
emotionless, merciless and harsh because he is describing those moments (i.e. he 
should not describe such a pitiful and heart-wrenching scene, but there is no way out 
as he has to narrate the story as it happened) (4). 

[ Here, Tulsidas is referring to himself because he is the poet who is 
describing these moments. What he actually means is that one should not regard him 
as being merciless and heartless simply because he describes such poignant moments, 
but one should understand that as a poet and a scribe it is his moral duty that he 
narrates everything as it happened in a neutral manner, regardless of whether any 
event or moment is painful or not.] 





Marah] WTS Brest 
(4/2) 
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sitajiki khojaka adésa 


(4/2) 


prabhu kapi-nayaka boli kahyo hai. 

barasa ga'irn, sarada a'im, aba lagi nahi siya-sodhu lahyo hai.. 1.. 

ja karana taji lokalaja, tanu rakhi biyoga sahyo hai. 

tako tau kapiraja aja lagi kachu na kaja nibahyo hai.. 2.. 

suni sugriva sabhita namita-mukha, utaru na dena cahyo hai. 

a'i ga'e hari jütha, dekhi ura puri pramoda rahyo hai.. 3.. 

pathaye badi-badi avadhi dasahu disi, cale balu sabani gahyo hai. 
tulasi siya lagi bhava-dadhinidhi manu phira hari cahata mahyo hai.. 4.. 


Search for Sita Begins 


Verse no. 4/2—[Sugriv was made the king of Kishkindha by the intervention of Lord 
Ram. The Lord himself tarried on the summit of a mountain called ‘Prabarshan’ 
during the four wet months of the rainy season. Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Kishkindha 
Kand, from Chaupai line no. 9 that precedes Doha no. 11—to Chaupai line no. 10 that 
precedes Doha no. 12. 

At the end of this period, Lord Ram sent Laxman to remind Sugriv of the 
promises he had made in connection with Sita, because as is the usual habit of all 
living beings, Sugriv had forgotten the Lord's work after he was crowned king and 
got involved in routine work of the realm, as well as in enjoying the comforts and 
pleasures of kinghood. Hereat, Sugriv assembled groups of wise and agile monkeys 
and bears and send them in all the directions to search for Sita, with strict injunction 
that they are to report in a month's time. Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, 
from Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 18—to Doha no. 22.] 


Lord Ram summoned Sugriv and said, ‘Brother! The rainy season has gone and 
winter has come, but you have not yet made any effort to search Sita (1) for whom I 
have borne this body (i.e. I have not died due to the sorrow of parting with my 
beloved in the hope that one day I will see her). You have not done my work yet (2). 


Hearing this polite admonishment from the Lord, Sugriv became afraid (that he has 
offended the Lord who has obliged him so much, and his inaction in helping the Lord 
and fulfilling his promises made to him at the time of making friendship on the 
Rishyamook mountain, he may invite the wrath and punishment of the Lord). 

Sugriv humbly bowed his head in shame. At that moment, huge companies of 
monkeys arrived in the town of Kiskindha, and their arrival led to celebrations (3). 


All of them were sent in the 10 directions! and ordered to report back within a 
specified time-frame’. 

Tulsidas says that it appeared that Lord Ram wished to churn the ocean in search 
of Sita (an allegory to the mythical churning of ocean by the demons and the gods in 
search of nectar) (4). 
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[The 10 directions are the following — north, north-east, east, south-east, south, 
south-west, west, north-west, zenith and nadir. 

?In Ram Charit Manas it is mentioned that this time limit was one month. Refer: 
Ram Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, Chaupai line nos. 7-8 that precede Doha no. 
22.] 


Kk K k k k 2k 


Section 6.4: 


Kavitawali Ramayan 


Kavitawali Ramayan, another of Goswami Tulsidas’ classic narration of the epic story 
of the life and time of Lord Ram universally known as the “Ramayana”, is very brief 
while dealing with the topic which we have covered in Chapter no. 6 of our Book so 
much so that it has only two verses devoted to cover the entire period of the Story 
from the time Lord Ram went behind Marich, the decoy deer with the golden hide, till 
the time Hanuman was preparing to leap across the ocean to reach Lanka, the phase 
that is generally narrated under the titles of Aranya Kand and Kishkindha Kand 
respectively. So let’s have a quick glimpse at Kavitawali before we move on with the 
narrative that will take us to the captivating story of Hanuman landing at Lanka, his 
meeting with Sita, and the subsequent burning of Lanka, which are very interesting 
and described in fine detail in the next Chapter of our Book. 


daad az udgå az aS È wa Yael were 

ae A, fr aq ad, ‘deer ua sio ua ofa Sei 
Ra gon Hore we Aa Aa, A Waa Het av 
SHBG Bo BIA Bee A wears ME IN 


1. paricabatim bara parnakuti tara baithé haim ramu subhayami suha'e. 
sohai priya, priya bandhu lasai, ‘tulasi’ saba anga ghane chabi cha'e.. 
dekhi mrga mrganaini kahe priya baina, te pritamake mana bha'e. 
hémakurangaké sanga sarasanu sayaku lai raghunayaku dha'e..1.. 


Verse no. 3/1—Lord Ram is sitting near the hut in Panchvati along with Sita and 

Laxman. Tulsidas says that the three look extremely beautiful and enchanting (1). 
Seeing a golden deer (a fawn), Sita asked Lord Ram to go and fetch it for her. 

Then, Lord Ram picked up his bow and arrow and rushed towards that deer! (2). 


[Note—It ought to be noted here that this Chapter called ‘Aranya Kand’ has been 
summed up by Tulsidas in merely a single verse in Kavitawali. This Chapter actually 
deals with the events in the life of Lord Ram after he left Chitrakoot with Sita and 
Laxman and entered the deeper part of the forest, which is called *Aranya', which was 
very dense and far away from civilisation. It was here that the majority of hermits and 
sages lived in secluded hermitages in pursuit of their spiritual goals, doing penances, 
austerity, meditation and contemplation and undertaking all other such activities as 
prescribed in the scriptures. Here Lord Ram had met some of the greatest sages of 
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their times, such as Atri and his wife Anusuiya, Sharbhanga, Agastya. This part of the 
forest was infested with ferocious and vicious demons, and they had been killing the 
resident sages with impunity over a long priod of time so much so that a huge 
mountain of their bones was formed. {Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Doha 
no. 9 along with its preceding Chaupai line nos. 6-8.} 

It was during this journey through the forest that the demon Viradh was 
liberated and the Lord had befriended the vulture Jatau. 

After leaving Chitrakoot, the next hermitage where Lord Ram stayed for some 
time was located deep in this forbidden part of the forest called *Dandak', at a place 
called ‘Panchvati’ as it had five tall trees in a circle. It was at this place that the Lord 
implemented the next phase of his plan that would culminate in the elimination of the 
demons—and it was to maneuver the abduction of Sita by the demon king Ravana so 
that an excuse could be found to eliminate him in the tussle to free Sita. This incident 
is the one that has been cited in our aforesaid verse of Kavitawali. It was a watershed 
development as it was the stepping stone for the next phase of the operation so that 
the very purpose of Lord Vishnu coming down to earth in the form of Lord Ram 
could be served. Had Sita not been abducted by Ravana, the story would have been 
completely different: in all probability it would have been that the Lord wondered 
here and there in the forest to pass the 14 years of exile and return home to receive the 
crown of Ayodhya. But that was not the reason why the Lord had come to the forest 
in the first place. 

Therefore, Tulsidas has skipped all other events that are narrated in the full 
version of the story of Ram’s life and time in the deep recesses of the terrifying forest 
as they were only incidental to the main story and inconsequential to the fulfillment of 
the main aim of Lord Ram’s coming to the forest—which was to get Sita abducted 
and plant her in the fort of the demons so that the Lord could go there kill the evil 
demons so as to keep the promise he had made to the sages, the gods and mother earth 
when they had gone to pray to Lord Vishnu to protect them against the tyranny of 
Ravana and his demon race, and the Lord had promised them that it shall be done. 
{Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, from Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes Doha 
no. 184—to Doha no. 187.} 

So, Tulsidas cut short the other details of this Chapter which he had already 
narrated in great detail in his epic narration of Lord Ram's story in his timeless and 
ageless book known by the name *Ram Charit Manas' in its Aranya Kand, because, as 
has been said by the sayer, “that it is needless to repeat it, for there is no avail in a 
twice-told tale". 

Hence, the clever narrator Tulsidas used only one peg to link two ends of the 
story just like one uses a rock or any other support to jump from this side to the other 
side of a narrow stream. The first part of the story ends in Ayodhya Kand with the 
Lord leaving Chitrakoot with his wife and brother, and the other part begins in 
Kishkindha Kand with the Lord wondering in the forest in search of his abducted wife 
and preparing to launch the next phase of the campaign of eliminating the demons by 
moving ahead towards their stronghold at Lanka and taking along the gods who had 
been waiting for his arrival at Kishkindha in the guise of monkeys and bears (refer: 
Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Doha no. 187 and Chaupai line nos. 1-5 that follow 
it). 

This incident of Lord Ram running behind the golden deer, who was actually 
the demon Marich in disguise, has been described in detail in Ram Charit Manas, 
Aranya Kand, Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 23—to Doha no. 28; and in 
Adhyatma Ramayan, Aranya Kand, Canto nos. 6-7. 
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We have already read it in detail in Chapter 6, sections 6.1 and 6.2 of our 
Book.] 


wa Srgarfaerbi A-o He ars, 
uaa ya er aléedal ug air! 
ae @ Baur wear ADIA 3is, 
Raaa ağ sie, sivfer wr og aril 
gamt maa fernfor afer SH, 
ag wea, sifé-paopl ag sit | 
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1. jaba angadadinaki mati-gati manda bha', 
pavanake pütako na kudibeko palu go. 
sahasi hvai sailapara sahasa sakeli a'i, 
citavata cahüm ora, aurani ko kalu go.. 
‘tulasi’ rasatalako nikasi salilu ayo, 

kolu kalamalyo, ahi-kamathako balu go. 
cārihū caranake capeta camper cipiti go, 
ucakem ucaki cari angula acalu go..1.. 


Verse no. 4/1—When Angad and other monkeys became distressed, dejected and 
hopeless because no one was capable to leap across the vast ocean (and therefore, 
would be unable to achieve success in finding about Sita), in that circumstance the 
Wind-God's son Hanuman did not take more than a moment to jump up a mountain. 
Then he began to survey the landscape in all directions. [His courage and bold 
demeanour instilled fear among the adversaries / enemies, and confidence in the 
monkeys.] Tulsidas says that water sprouted from the earth's bosom, the God Varaaha 
(the Boar) wriggled, and God Sheshnath and legendary Tortoise lost their strength and 
courage. [God Varaaha had enough strength to rescue earth on his snout from the 
clutches of a demon; the serpent god Shesh holds earth on his hood; while the 
legendary Tortoise supports the huge mountain, used to churn the mythological ocean 
by the Gods and demons on his back. It simply means that the earth shook violently 
when Hanuman leapt upwards.] 

When he made the final launch, the huge mountain flattened by the downward 
pressure of Hanuman's feet; and as soon as he was air-borne and the pressure 
removed, it rose a little bit-about the height measured by four fingers-from its 
flattened position. [This indicates a spring-like effect. In modern scientific terms, it is 
simple to visualize the event if compared to a rocket launch. The downward thrust 
generated by the leap-frog action of Hanuman's legs was sufficient to flatten the 
protuberance on the earth (the hill), and having thus become airborne because of the 
counter thrust upwards, Hanuman launched himself like a rocket. The pressure thus 
removed, the spring (the hill) tried to regain its former shape, but such was the weight 
launched that it could rise only four fingers, and not to the original height.] 


38 K K K K K K 2k 
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Part 2 


Chapter 7: Hanuman meets Sita; 
The Burning of Lanka by Hanuman; His return to give the 
Good News of Sita’s discovery to Lord Ram 


In this Chapter no. 7 we read how Hanuman crosses the ocean successfully after 
overcoming a few obstacles, and lands in Lanka where he meets Vibhishan, who then 
guides him to the place where Sita was held captive in a garden called ‘Ashok Van’. 
Hanuman proceeds to meet her; Sita is elated to see him and receive assurance that 
Lord Ram is on his way to free her. Then Hanuman goes on the rampage and ruins 
that magnificent garden, which was Ravana’s personal garden-of-pleasure, and during 
it he kills a large section of the demon army that tried to capture him. He, however, 
voluntarily submitted in the end and was brought to the demon court in the presence 
of their king Ravana. 

A hot and acrimonious exchange of words between Ravana and Hanuman 
followed, at the end of which the infuriated demon king ordered Hanuman’s tail be 
burned as a token of insult and humiliation of Lord Ram’s messenger, and an implied 
rebuff to the Lord himself. Once the foolish demons tied Hanuman’s ever-elongating 
tail with cloth, doused it with oil and lit it, he suddenly freed himself and ran amok in 
the city, jumping and leaping across the city’s streets and buildings, gardens and 
yards, setting the whole place afire. Finally, the whole city of Lanka was turned into 
a smouldering place resembling a dark hulk of a burnt-out ship, or a verdant forest 
whose tall green trees are reduced to ash after a fierce wildfire ravages through it, 
turning what earlier was a magnificent gilded ‘city of gold’, that was the envy of even 
the heaven, into a heap of darkened ruins that were either still smoking or were 
covered with black ghastly soot at the time Hanuman left it to return to Kishkindha to 
report to Lord Ram about the success of his mission. 

These events are traditionally covered in ‘Sundar Kand’ of the Ramayana. We 
shall read about them by citing (a) Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 
1 that precedes Doha no. 1—to Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 34; (b) 
Adhyatma Ramayan, Sundar Kand, Canto nos. 1-5; (c) Geetawali Ramayan, Sundar 
Kand, verse nos. 1-21; and (d) Kavitawali Ramayan, Sundar Kand, verse nos. 1-32. 


Section 7.1: 


Ram Charit Manas 


{Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 1—to 
Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 34} 
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caupa’. 


jamavanta ke bacana suha'e. suni hanumanta hrdaya ati bha'e. 1. 

taba lagi mohi parikhehu tumha bha'. sahi dukha kanda mula phala khā'. 2. 
jaba lagi avaum sitahi dekhi. ho'ihi kāju mohi harasa bisési. 3. 

yaha kahi na'i sabanhi kahunř matha. cale'u harasi hiyam dhari raghunatha. 4. 


[We must recall here what Jamvant had told Hanuman earlier in Ram Charit Manas, 
Kishkindha Kand, Chaupai line nos. 3-12 and Chanda line no. 1 that precede Doha no. 
30, that he had the privilege to be the chosen one to do the work of Lord Ram, which 
was to go and meet Sita and then return to convey the good news about her to the 
Lord. Thus inspired and motivated, Hanuman, the fortunate son of the wind-god, 
immediately proceeded to accomplish the task assigned to him as follows—] 


Jamvant's words were welcomed by Hanuman who received them with a cheerful and 
gladdened heart!. (1) 


Hanuman said, ‘Brothers! Wait for me till the time I come back after meeting Sita. 
During the intervening period, cope with a little hardship and sustain yourselves 
somehow by eating fruits and edible roots [2], because a sixth sense makes me feel 
certain that the work will be done successfully as my heart is feeling cheerful, thrilled 
and elated as it usually happens when one is about to embark on an auspicious 
mission that is destined to be successful [3].”’ (2-3) 


Saying thus, Hanuman bowed his head to all his brethrens, invoked Lord Ram and 
enshrined the Lord's divine image in his heart, and proceeded on his mission’. (4) 


[Note—'Jamvant had made two points—viz. (i) first he had praised Hanuman and 
encouraged him by saying that his birth itself was for doing Lord Ram’s work, so he 
must no longer procrastinate, but rather act swiftly to go across the ocean to find out 
about Sita’s exact whereabouts (Kishkindha Kand, Chaupai line nos. 3-6 that precede 
Doha no. 30), (ii) and second, to just go and meet Sita and inform her about the latest 
situation, assuring her that soon Lord Ram would come himself with an army to free 
her from captivity (Kishkindha Kand, Chaupai line nos. 10-12 and Chanda line no. 1 
that precede Doha no. 30). 

These two pieces of advice gladdened Hanuman's hear as he felt exceptionally 
happy that he had been selected for this prestigious project. 


?These verses show that Hanuman had full confidence in attaining success in the 
effort of seeing Sita. When a person does any thing with confidence and certainty of 
success, with his heart and mind fully devoted to the project at hand, than the chances 
of his actually attaining success are extremely high, as compared to when he does any 
thing half-heartedly and with an uncertain mind. 


`The message is clear—when a person is about to start on a new project or enterprise, 
when he is just about to launch himself on a journey fraught with all sorts of 
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uncertainties and dangers, the best insurance for success and the guard against failures 
he has is to remember the Lord God, the deity whom he worships and reveres, offer 
himself to the Lord, and then proceed with a cheerful and confident heart—success 
would be his. } 


Rig dix wen yen Pat bald Hla ASS dT HAT I 
an AT WSN AAA | ALAS WSS TET STRE I S N 
wifé PR at Ss SAAT VATS HE AT Uae FEAT U9 N 
fafa arra vafer ent smear (Cue afe ueri SAAT c 


sindhu tira eka bhüdhara sundara. kautuka küdi carhe'u ta üpara. 5. 
bara bara raghubira sambhari. tarake'u pavanatanaya bala bhari. 6. 
jehim giri carana de'i hanumanta. cale'u so ga patala turanta. 7. 
jimi amogha raghupati kara bana. ehi bhamti cale'u hanumana. 8. 


There was a beautiful hill on the shore of the ocean; Hanuman sprang up to its summit 
with swift and light steps as if he was playing a sport. (5) 


Remembering Lord Raghubir (Lord Ram) and submitting himself to the Lord's care 
repeatedly (bara bara raghubira sambhéari), Hanuman, who had immense strength 
and energy, jumped on it like a powerful spring (of a catapult that is about to launch a 
ball across the sky). (6) 


[In order to gain momentum and thrust, Hanuman leapt from one hill to another in the 
chain of hills that dotted the shore.] Whichever hill Hanuman placed his foot upon 
and sprang from it to the next one, that hill sank deep down into the bowls of the earth 
instantly (cale'u so ga patala turanta)'. (7) 


In this way, Hanuman zoomed across the sky like an invincible arrow of Lord Ram 
streaking towards its target. [To wit, Hanuman was moving very speedily and in a 
straight line across the sky like an arrow would fly.] (8) 


[Note— As Hanuman jumped from one hill to another to gain speed and traction, and 
during each such jump he increased his upward and forward thrust like a rocket that 1s 
about to be launched from its pad and head skyward, each of these hills sank in to the 
earth by the downward thrust exerted by his huge, bulky and muscular body before it 
finally became air-borne! The soil near the ocean was not as hard and solid as it is in 
the upcountry plains because water of the ocean made the earth soft around the shore. 
So when a pressure was exerted by Hanuman during his launch, these hills ‘sank’ in 
the soil instead of crumbling into rocky pieces. 

In the period of history to which we are referring in this grand epical Story, the 
coast of the ocean bordering the southern edge of the landmass of the Indian continent 
would have certainly been different from what it is today, for the timeline we allude to 
was hundreds and thousands of years in the past. The shore-line had a chain of small 
and large protuberances, such as hills, hillocks, outcrops, cliffs and reefs, spreading 
for quite a distance not only along its length and extending back for many miles up- 
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land, but even jutting out into the water itself like gigantic natural piers and 
breakwaters. 

Hanuman raced up these protuberances with a spring in his steps as he 
gradually picked up speed to gain momentum and traction till he reached the last hill 
or reef or cliff or outcrop which was the highest point along the line, and from here he 
made his giant leap into the air to become air-borne. Once in the air, he cruised in a 
straight line like the crow flies in order not to waste a single unit of his energy to 
cover even a single extra mile by making any deviation from this straight line. When 
it is said that he moved like Lord Ram’s arrow it is meant that “he flew through the 
sky with great speed and in a straight line" because this is how any arrow would fly.] 


weiter vafer ga ferait (8 rares Se srment eu 
jalanidhi raghupati dita bicari. tain mainaka hohi $ramahari. 9. 


The Ocean (jalanidhi), (or its patron deity), realised that he (Hanuman) was Lord 
Ram's messenger; so he asked Mt. Mainak to prepare itself to give some rest to this 
messenger during the journey’. (9) 


[Note— Here, the ‘ocean’ has been personified. If not the ocean’s water than at least 
its patron deity, the Varun-God, saw that Lord Ram's messenger, Hanuman, was on a 
mission for the Lord. Wishing to give Hanuman some sort of rest mid-way, the ocean 
or its patron deity requested a mountain located somewhere in the middle of the ocean 
to allow Hanuman to alight on it and take some rest before he moves ahead. 

The ocean was willing to help Lord Ram's messenger because it owed its 
existence to one of the ancestors of the Lord, a great King of the Ikshwaku dynasty 
who was known as 'Sagar', from whom the ocean derived its vernacular name 
*sagar'. 

The story of creation of ‘sagar’ is closely related to the story of ‘river Ganges’ 
coming down to earth from heaven. It is briefly as follows: King Sagar had done a 
great horse sacrifice known as ‘Ashwamedh Yagya’. This sacrificial horse was stolen 
by Indra, the king of Gods who was renowned for his mischief and jealous nature, in 
the guise of a demon. The reason was that king Sagar had already done 99 such 
sacrifices, and if he successfully completed this 100" sacrifice, he would have 
become eligible for the stature of Indra. This Indra could not tolerate. 

King Sagar ordered his sixty thousand sons to go and find the horse. They 
dug-up the entire earth in search of this horse. Though they failed in their effort to 
find the concerned horse, but the earth that they dug-up formed the ‘great hollow’ that 
would be filled with water to form the ‘ocean’, which is like a great lake covering 
three-fourths of the surface of earth.] 


a0. STAM ale wat ent ub ente WAT | 
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hanumana tehi parasa kara puni kinha pranama. 
rama kāju kinhern binu mohi kaham bi$rama. 1. 


Hanuman merely touched Mainak with his hands (without spending any precious time 
resting on it) and bowed before it to pay his respects. 

[When Mainak asked him to take some rest—] Hanuman told the Mountain, 
‘How can I take rest before completing Lord Ram's work?” (Doha no. 1) 


[Note—'We must note here that even inanimate entities such as the ocean and the 
mountain have assumed an animate form to speak. This is in accordance with ancient 
style of writing poetry where inanimate things are given life and breath by the poet, 
enabling them to communicate emotions and sentiments that the poet likes to convey 
himself through these mediums. 

This fact of Mt. Mainak assuming a human form is specifically mentioned in 
Valmiki's Ramayan, Sundar Kand, Canto 1, verse nos. 111-112. 

Mt. Mainak was a friend of the Wind-God, and so he was willing to help the 
latter's son Hanuman. Refer: Valmiki's Ramayan, Sundar Kand, Canto 1, verse nos. 
131-132. 

This action of the Mountain pleased Indra, the king of the gods, who thanked 
him and told him that in future he need not have any fear from his weapon known as 
Vajra, the thunderbolt. Refer: Valmiki's Ramayan, Sundar Kand, Canto 1, verse nos. 
137-140. 

Ancient legend holds that in earlier times, mountains could fly like birds. Indra 
did not like it, so he threw his thunderbolt at the flying mountains to cut their wings so 
that they became stationery. However, Mainak managed to escape because with the 
aid of its friend the wind-god it moved with tremendous speed ahead of the 
thunderbolt and hid itself under the water of the ocean where it was very deep, i.e. in 
its middle. This way, Mt. Mainak became obliged to both the Ocean and the Wind- 
God. Hence, when the time came to repay his debts, Mainak was more than willing, 
especially since Hanuman was, besides being the son of the wind-god, also the 
messenger of Lord Ram, the Supreme Being. 

Mt. Mainak was situated in the middle of the ocean for the reason cited 
above—4.e. at a distance midway between the shore of the ocean that bordered the 
northern continent, and the shore that lined the land of the island of Lanka. To wit, it 
was situated roughly 50 Y ojans from the either shores. 

Therefore, by the time Hanuman reached this mountain he had covered half of 
the total distance to Lanka, i.e. approximately 50 Yojans out of the total 100 Y ojans. 

A very important lesson is learnt here—it is that we must not allow ourselves 
to become lax, careless and weary, or be distracted by anything no matter how 
tempting it may be, before we reach our objective. We must strive tirelessly and 
relentlessly to achieve our goal, and not let our guard down somewhere midway, as no 
one can say if such breaks may not take the wind out of the sail of success and ground 
the ship.] 
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caupal. 


jata pavanasuta dévanha dékha. janairn kahum bala bud'dhi bisésa. 1. 
surasa nama ahinha kai mata. patha'inhi a'i kahī tehirn bata. 2. 

aju suranha mohi dinha ahara. sunata bacana kaha pavanakumara. 3. 
rama kaju kari phiri maim avaurn. sita ka'i sudhi prabhuhi sunavaum. 4. 
taba tava badana paithiha'um ā'T. satya kaha'um' mohi jana de ma". 5. 


When the gods saw that the son of the wind-god was on his way, they wished to 
ascertain whether he had the necessary strength, wit, intelligence and maneuverability 
to be successful in the mission’. (1) 


So these gods sent Sursa, the mother of the serpents, to test Hanuman. She came and 
stood in his way, saying—(2) 


"Today the gods have given me sufficient food (for I shall gobble up this creature and 
satisfy my hunger).’ 
When the son of the wind-god (Hanuman) heard her say this, he replied—(3) 


‘I will accomplish Lord Ram's work and return, then I will go and inform the Lord 
about Sita and her well-being, --- (4) 


--- After that, I will come and offer myself to you voluntarily by entering your 
stomach (i.e. I shall allow you to eat me whole, and I will cheerfully surrender myself 
to you for this purpose). 

I promise to you mother that what I say is the truth, and trust me that I will 
truly do what I say to you, but I beg you to let me go ahead now and wait till I come 
back to you once again.^ (5) 


[Note— The mission was exceptionally tough, and the enemy equally formidable. 
Hanuman was about to enter, all alone and unarmed, the citadel of the ferocious and 
vicious demons! The Gods were worried if he would actually succeed; they knew how 
strong and powerful Ravana was, and to overcome such a formidable adversary it was 
absolutely essential to have a level of strength and power that exceeded the opponent 
so that he can be outwitted. So the gods held a quick parley and decided to test 
Hanuman's eligibility, his aptitude and intelligence, to determine if he needed some 
extra help from them, for which they must prepare in advance, or if he would 
accomplish the mission successfully independently. They thought that it was better to 
be on the safe side and take precautionary measures— but the need of the hour was to 
judge what sort of help was needed to be extended to Hanuman, and for this he must 
first be tested. 


^A very remarkable statement by Hanuman—it shows his commitment, dedication 
and devotion to his duty as well as to his Lord. He his not afraid of death; he would 
rather willingly embrace it, but what bothers him most was the fear of failure to carry 
out his Lord's orders and serve him fully before dying, because if this happens and 
Sursa eats him before he finishes the mission then he would not be able to get a 
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chance of being blessed by Lord Ram, which in turn would entitle him to attain 
deliverance, emancipation and salvation. 

Besides this, he wished to see his beloved Lord Ram for one last time before 
dying. That is why he asked Sursa to give him some time so that he could first meet 
Sita, convey her news to Lord Ram, and pay his last respects to his beloved Lord 
before taking leave from him to come back and offer himself to her for feeding her 
hunger! 

This first test proved to the gods that Hanuman does not fear death, that he 
was totally devoted to Lord Ram and committed to carry out the Lord’s command 
with due diligence and faith, and that he is not haughty and egoist. 

The next group of verses herein below will show that though Hanuman was 
humble and polite, yet he was not to be taken for granted, because if he was not 
allowed to do what he thought was right and correct then he had the ability and the 
intelligence, the wit and the craft, to out-maneuver his opponent and bring the latter to 
heel. ] 


mae Wet es Ae BT | refer ife Hes EAT S il 
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kavanéhum jatana de'i nahirn jana. grasasi na mohi kahe'u hanumana. 6. 
jojana bhari tehim badanu pasara. kapi tanu kinha duguna bistara. 7. 
soraha jojana mukha tehim thaya'ü. turata pavanasuta battisa bhaya'u. 8. 
jasa jasa surasa badanu barhava. tasu dina kapi rupa dekhava. 9. 

sata jojana tehim anana kinha. ati laghu rupa pavanasuta linha. 10. 


No matter how hard Hanuman tried to politely persuade Sursa and convince her to 
allow him to proceed, she would not listen to him, and stood blocking his way. 

Finally he decided that it was enough. So at last Hanuman bluntly told her, 
‘You will not devour me. [Listen, oh wretch of a woman! It seems you are hell-bent 
for a showdown. Come, face it now you evil one. Let me see how you can put me in 
your hideous mouth!]’ (6) 


Thus challenged, Sursa expanded her body for one yojan (roughly 8 miles)'. The Kapi 
(Hanuman) immediately enlarged his body to twice that dimension (i.e. Hanuman 
expanded his body for 16 miles). (7) 


Peeved and angry, Sursa expanded herself so much that her mouth opened wide to 
measure sixteen yojans (128 miles). [Sursa opened her mouth so wide that its 
diameter was about 128 miles. | 

Not to be outwitted, the son of the wind-god instantly enlarged his body to 
measure thirty-two yojans (256 miles). (8) 


As Sursa continued to increase the size of her body (mouth) progressively, the Kapi 
(Hanuman) enlarged his body instantly to twice that dimension”. (9) 
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When finally Sursa had expanded her body so much so that the hollow cavity of her 
yawning mouth measured one hundred yojans (roughly 800 miles in diameter), the 
son of the wind-god suddenly reduced his body to a miniature size (i.e. he 
immediately shrank his huge body to revert back to its original size, or even smaller 
than what it actually was)". (10) 


[Note—'Sursa expanded her body for “one yojan”—which actually means her ‘mouth 
and stomach’ were enlarged to a sufficient size that would enable her to devour 
Hanuman wholly. This clearly implies that Hanuman’s own form was roughly of this 
size, or a little smaller than one yojan. We have already read that at the time Jamvant 
inspired Hanuman to get ready to do Lord Ram’s work and praised him, Hanuman 
had assumed a colossus size. It was his bulky and muscular form that had played a 
crucial role in making the hills, hillocks, cliffs and reefs sink into the earth when he 
ran across their tops in leaps and bounds in order to gain momentum, speed and thrust 
to acquire the lift that was needed to launch himself into the air from the shore of the 
ocean. Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, Chaupai line nos. 6-7 that 
precede Doha no. 30. 


?The reader must remember that we are reading of events occurring in some long gone 
era when mountains could sink, vultures and monkeys could speak the human tongue, 
warriors used bows and arrows that never seemed to end in numbers, when great 
sages and ascetics lived in forests to do sacrifices and practice meditation, when 
certain forms of creatures could change their forms and go anywhere they wished by 
using the transcendental path of movement, and so on and so forth. There is no 
wonder or fantasy in anything that we describe in this Book as happening during that 
era as the mind may not be able to fully understand or even imagine certain things 
which it has not actually seen or experienced in the present world, things to which it is 
not exposed or accustomed to. For instance, even a hundred or so years back it would 
have been difficult for a person to imagine and believe that one day there will be a 
certain thing called a mobile or cell phone, or internet, or computer or the so many 
other wonders of science that have completely revolutionized life in the world. 

If a hot air balloon can be inflated to a multi-storey size and made to lift in the 
air and float, it is certainly possible that the body of a creature, which also has wind 
inside it in the form of breath and other vital airs, and is definitely hot from the 
within, can be expanded. Everyone can expand his chest and abdomen by at least a 
few inches by inhaling deeply, though in today's world we lack the knowledge to do 
anything further. But that does not mean that in earlier times men had not mastered 
the art of expanding their bodies to whatever size they wished, and even time-travel 
using the transcendental path of movement. 

In which direction did Sursa extend her body? Well, obviously it was in the 
latitudinal or vertical direction for the simple reason that Hanuman, whom she wished 
to put into her mouth whole, was standing before her, and not lying prostrate in which 
case she would have been compelled to expand herself in the longitudinal or 
horizontal direction. 

To wit, when she had finally reached the maximum expansion of her body it 
stood at a height of 800 miles from the surface of the ocean! 


?This trick of Hanuman proved to the gods that he was exceptionally witty and clever 
enough to out-maneuver his opponent. First he enlarged his body to such an extent 
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that even if Sursa wanted she would not be able to eat him as every time his body was 
twice as large as Sursa’s mouth, so he wouldn’t fit into it. When she grew to such a 
huge size that extended for 800 miles into the sky like a gigantic tower bulging 
around its middle to represent her wide open mouth—mind you, this length is not a 
joke, for it extended high up into the blue sky, almost touching the outer ring of the 
atmosphere—her eyes would have become so large and situated so high up from the 
surface of the earth that she would fail to see anything low down on the surface of the 
ocean, close to her chin. 

At this point, when Hanuman suddenly, and without any hint, reduced his size 
to the ordinary, he seemed to virtually vanish from the level of vision of Sursa's 
massive eyeballs; she suddenly realized to her dismay that she couldn't see him. She 
rolled her eyes wildly in search of Hanuman, like a gigantic planet spinning rapidly in 
the middle of the Milky Way.] 


we ugfe uf sme strat pur fsrer ate fere ATAT t $9 t 
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badana pa'ithi puni bahera ava. maga bida tahi siru nava. 11. 
mohi suranha jehi lagi pathava. budhi bala maramu tora maim pava. 12. 


[Then, in deference to Sursa's wish, whom he had already addressed as a ‘mother’ in 
verse no. 5, Hanuman played another trick.] He entered her body and came out of it 
(swiftly, unopposed and unstopped)'. 

Then he bowed his head to her (because he had already called her a ‘mother’) 
and asked her to grant him leave to proceed’. (11) 


Sursa was pleased. She exclaimed, ‘I have ascertained (judged) the extent of your wit, 
intelligence and strength (i.e. your competence and skills) for which the gods had sent 
me. [To wit, I have found out that you are fully eligible to accomplish Lord Ram's 
work; you will successfully do it as you have the brains and the guts for it. Moreover, 
since you have shown me respect, I also bless you.] (12) 


[Note—'To wit, Sursa was at present 800 miles high; so she could not know or feel 
that anything of as small a size as an ordinary creature had entered and then exited 
from her colossus cavern-like mouth. So Hanuman easily entered and came out from 
her mouth. 


*By doing this, Hanuman fulfilled Sursa's wish—which was that she wanted to 
devour him wholly and put him inside her mouth. He had called Sursa a *mother' as a 
show of respect to a woman (refer: Chaupai line no. 5 herein above), but once she was 
called a *mother' it became obligatory for Hanuman to fulfill her wishes. So he 
entered her mouth. 

Addressing Sursa as a ‘mother’ was a highly commendable act of Hanuman as 
it proved that he had no intention of insulting her, and he confronted and challenged 
her only because she was creating a hurdle in his path. He had even offered to come 
back to let her eat him, but she still wouldn’t budge. Hence, Hanuman had no choice 
left to him. 
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This test showed to the gods that Hanuman knew how to respect even to his 
enemies, a character that is exceptionally noble and rarely found in a person. Only a 
great warrior and a noble person of high birth and great heart would know to show 
due respect to his opponent, especially after defeating him, as Hanuman had bowed to 
Sursa and sought permission from her to move ahead ‘even after’ subduing her. ] 


a0. Whar aa ahteg Ge act ales Pers 
sma qz Me A SUT Aes SAAT S I 
doha. 


rama kaju sabu karihahu tumha bala bud'dhi nidhana. 
asisa dé'i ga'i so harasi calé'u hanumana. 2. 


[Sursa said—] I bless you that you will successfully do all of Lord Ram’s works! as 
you are a treasury of (i.e. you possess immense) strength, intelligence, wit and skill 
needed for the purpose.’ 

After blessing him Sursa went her way, and then Hanuman too resumed his 
journey with an exhilarated heart. (Doha no. 2) 


[Note—'While blessing Hanuman Sursa has said a very interesting thing—she has 
prophesized that he would do “all the works" of Lord Ram—‘rama kāju sabu 
karihahu". Presently he had only one work at hand—which was to see where Sita 
was and report back to the Lord. Even Jamvant had expressly told him that this was 
the only thing he was required to do. {Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, 
Chaupai line no. 11 that precedes Doha no. 30.} 

So now it was predicted that not only success in this mission was a foregone 
conclusion but many other such missions would be successfully done by Hanuman on 
behalf of Lord Ram. 

This was the reason why Hanuman felt so joyous in his heart as he resumed 
his onward journey—“harasi cale'u hanumana".] 


ao. Aran uen fay ag ved eh ara p 3h GST TTE N g UI 
Vita Vig SIVA sgi | wet fsreitfen fers h Uwe 2 UI 
Tes Ole wen A sete (uf fate war WTS ETE d 3 I 
AF Se SM He HA | ae eue Hie qué eer vi 
ate mR areca sr pemRférum Tears SERT UG 
caupa’. 
nisicari ēka sindhu mahum raha’. kari maya nabhu kē khaga gaha’. 1. 
jiva jantu jé gagana urahim. jala biloki tinha kai parichahim. 2. 
gaha'i chaham saka so na ura'l. ehi bidhi sada gaganacara kha". 3. 


so'i chala hanümana kahanř kinha. tasu kapatu kapi turatahirn cinha. 4. 
tahi mari marutasuta bira. baridhi para gaya'u matidhira. 5. 
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[After overcoming the first obstacle in the way, i.e. Sursa, Hanuman was confronted 
with another formidable one in the form of a demoness who had the power to pull 
down anything flying over the surface of the ocean by holding its shadow which fell 
on the surface of the water as that object flew overhead. This was Ravana’s way of 
ensuring security of his city of Lanka. In modern-day world we can visualize this 
phenomenon in the form of a military radar that would automatically capture images 
of all flying objects within the air space of a country, and a robotic instrument 
operating in sync with it that would automatically pull down or disable the intruding 
object by some kind of ray or use of powerful magnets.] 


In the ocean there lived a female demon! who would use her magical powers to 
capture birds (^khaga"; or anything that flew over the ocean). (1) 


Any creature such as birds and insects or any other kind of living being (jiva jantu) 
that flew in the sky overhead, and if the demoness could see its shadow falling on the 
water of the ocean, --- (2) 


--- She would hold the shadow so that the creature could not fly and proceed further. 
In this way she used to regularly eat those who lived and moved in the sky 
(gaganacara). (3) 


As was her wont, she employed her usual trick on Hanuman, but unfortunately for her 
the Kapi (Hanuman) immediately recognized it’. (4) 


So the valiant, brave and courageous son of the wind-god (Hanuman) immediately 
killed her". After that (there being no other hindrance on the way), he, with a calm and 
stable mind (matidhira), crossed the ocean which was a huge and endless reservoir of 
water (baridhi). [To wit, after slaying this demoness, Hanuman landed on the soil of 
Lanka un-opposed. The obstacles he had encountered en-route had not at all affected 
his composure and stability of mind.]* (5) 


[Note— This second obstacle was different than the one Hanuman met a little while 
ago. The first one, Sursa, was not a “demoness”; she was the mother of serpents, but 
this lady whom Hanuman met now was one of the race of demons. Sursa was sent by 
the gods to test Hanuman's eligibility for the great task at hand, but this demoness 
was appointed by Ravana or one of his commanders to safeguard the borders of the 
island of Lanka. 

So therefore, this demoness would not stop any demon flying overhead; she 
would stop only the non-demons. 

The story goes that this demoness was known by the name of "Singhika". 
(Refer: Adhyatma Ramayan, Sundar Kand, Canto 1, verse no. 35.) She was the 
daughter of the demon Hiranyakshyap and a wife of the demon Viprachiti. Her son 
was the demon Rahu who, according to mythology, is known to devour the sun and 
the moon gods that cause the solar and lunar eclipses respectively. Singhika had the 
ability, like all members of the demon race, that enabled her to assume any form she 
wanted, and a special power to catch and pull down any flying object by holding its 
shadow, an ability that made her unique. This singular skill of hers was the reason 
why Ravana selected her to guard his borders from the ocean which formed a sort of 
an intractable moat that ringed his capital of Lanka. 
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We can say that like a child pulls down his kite with the help of its string, this 
demoness could pull down the flying object by catching hold of an invisible subtle 
link that existed between that object and its shadow that fell on the surface of the 
water of the ocean. 

As we have already noted in the introductory paragraph to these verses, some 
kind of magnetic radiation or other form of energy such as some kind of ray was 
employed by this demoness to stop and pull down the object which cast the shadow. 
Singhika lived below the surface of the water, and as soon natural light falling on the 
surface of the ocean was obstructed by the a dark patch of the shadow she would 
know that something was flying overhead, and then she would immediately activate 
her holding mechanism. 


^Hanuman was flying with a certain regular speed. So when he suddenly found that 
something was dragging him and pulling him down, he realized that there was 
something amiss. When he looked down he saw the gaping hole of the mouth of this 
wicked demoness waiting for the flying object to fall down straight into her mouth. 

She must have resembled a huge shark or whale floating on the ocean with its 
jaws wide open. 


*So without wasting any time Hanuman killed her. Valmiki’s Ramayan says that 
Hanuman entered her wide open mouth and ferociously tore through her mouth and 
gullet with his sharp pointed nails so she bled profusely and died instantly. Refer: 
Valmiki Ramayan, Sundar Kand, Canto 1, verse nos. 181-191. 

In Adhyatma Ramayan, Sundar Kand, Canto 1, verse no. 38, Hanuman had 
killed her by kicking at her violently. 


“This demoness, Singhika, was the last obstacle for Hanuman. As we have noted in 
our reading, Mt. Mainak was located at half the distance to Lanka; then came Sursa 
first and Singhika second. Singhika was stationed nearer to the shore of Lanka as she 
was a member of the demon race and appointed by Ravana, the king of the demons, 
with a special mandate to guard the coast of the island from somewhere offshore. 

The point to be noted here is that Hanuman was so confident of himself that 
inspite of facing formidable obstacles he did not lose his self-control, poise and 
mental balance as he, being prudent, wise and intelligent, knew fully well that these 
virtues were necessary to succeed in any enterprise. 

Once again, the gods, who were watching the proceedings silently from 
heaven, cheered and applauded Hanuman. They were overjoyed to discover that the 
son of the wind-god was absolutely fit to do the job for which he had been selected— 
for Hanuman had wit and intelligence, strength and power, calmness and self-control, 
steadfastness and diligence, fearlessness and boldness, and the ability to handle odd 
situations as and when they present themselves even unannounced. | 


Tet ws Sat a GT prier Sheree Hey eire t s ui 
AMT te hel Het Fe ST AT ae Sha AAT SITU d UI 
diet faaret tha uen sit ar UY ats ASS STU TT No I 


taham ja'i dekhi bana sobha. gurijata caricarika madhu lobha. 6. 
nana taru phala phüla suha'e. khaga mrga brnda dekhi mana bha'e. 7. 
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saila bisala dekhi eka agern. ta para dha'i carhe'u bhaya tyagem. 8. 


When he landed on the other side of the ocean he saw a magnificent sight there. He 
saw beautiful forests where honey-bees were buzzing around coveting sources of 
honey. (6) 


He saw different kinds of beautiful trees, fruits and flowers, as well as wonderful 
birds and animals—the pleasant sight of all these things cheered Hanuman's heart. 


(7) 


In the front of him Hanuman saw a huge hill; so he sprang forward and ran to its top 
fearlessly?. (8) 


[Note— Though Lanka was notorious as being the capital city of the demon race who 
were cruel and blood-thirsty, who relished plunder and laying to waste cities and 
villages, killing and burning what came their way, yet they ensured that their own 
capital was well-maintained and looked after. The very entrance of Lanka presented a 
very enchanting sight with its verdantly rich forests, colourful trees and flowers, sweet 
fruits, buzzing honey-bees, and cheerful birds and animals who roamed around 
fearlessly. 

The demons ate flesh of animals and humans, but they spared the animals and 
birds in their own gardens, forests and parks. Ravana's own royal garden where he 
had held Sita captive was exceptionally beautiful, vying with the garden of heaven. 


*Which hill was this? It was not an ordinary ‘hill’, but one of huge size, almost like a 
‘mountain’. Hence it was aptly called ‘Mt. Subel’. It was so high that it gave 
Hanuman a panoramic view of Lanka. It was one of the three high hills or mountains 
that formed the kingdom of the demons called ‘Lanka’. The other two mountains were 
called ‘Trikoot’ and ‘Sundar’. 

Later on in the story we shall read that when Lord Ram landed on the soil of 
Lanka with his army, he too mounted this Mt. Subel and pitched his camp here. It was 
from here that he could have a good view of the capital city of the demon kingdom of 
Lanka that was situated on the second mountain called Trikoot which was on the 
south of Subel. {Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-4 that 
precede Doha no. 11; and Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 13.} 


SAT he Hla & afg 1 WY Ware wir apres Gls Ul 9 I 
fat ux afe cient dfé cat ate a arg atta att fae i go N 
aia sin Hea rg UTHT | HASH SHS eni UTA WATT Ul 99 I 


uma na kachu kapi kai adhika'l. prabhu pratapa jo kalahi kha’. 9. 
giri para cadhi lanka tehirn dekhi. kahi na ja'i ati durga bisési. 10. 
ati utanga jalanidhi cahu pasa. kanaka kota kara parama prakasa. 11. 


[Lord Shiva, who is the principal narrator of this epic Story, told his listener Uma, his 
consort—] Listen Uma; there is no wonder or any special credit that can be assigned 
to the Kapi (Hanuman) for the marvelous things that had happened—for all of it was 
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achieved owing to Lord Ram’s own cosmic powers that are so stupendous in 
proportion and astounding in their abilities that they do not spare even Kaal, the god 
of death’. (9) 


When Hanuman reached to top of the hill (that overlooked the city), he looked at the 
city of Lanka from this vantage point. He saw that its fort was so remarkable that no 
words could describe it^. (10) 


The ocean with its heaving waves surrounded the city and its fort from all sides like a 
gigantic moat. The fort itself had very high walls, with its turrets and ramparts shining 
brilliantly from the light reflecting from their gilded surfaces’. (11) 


[Note—'To wit, Shiva told Uma that she need not be surprised at the miraculous way 
Hanuman crossed the mighty ocean after overcoming formidable obstacles, and still 
retained his calm and vigour as nothing had happened when he landed in Lanka 
because he was feeling so relaxed and energized as if he had just stood up from rest. 
There was nothing to be astonished that Hanuman had no fear while entering the 
dense forest in enemy’s land, and crossing it to its other end where he saw a huge hill 
on which he jumped without fear of any kind, such as being caught or attacked by the 
ferocious and vicious demons. For indeed, the credit for all these unimaginable events 
goes to Lord Ram’s cosmic mystical powers that are truly so great as they are able to 
control the working of the entire universe itself. Nay, not only this, but they are so 
strong that they can even devour the god of death, known as Kaal, himself. 

This being the case, crossing the ocean, or defeating the demoness, or moving 
in forest of Lanka fearlessly, and going on the top of one of its hills that overlooked 
the city without the fear of being caught or attacked by the demons were 
inconsequential deeds of Hanuman as he was acting on the behalf of Lord Ram 
himself, and not on his own accord. 


Refer a note appended to Chaupai line no. 8 herein above regarding this ‘hill’ on 
which Hanuman climbed to have a panoramic view of Lanka. 


?The view from the top of the hill was fantastic and enthralling. On one side was the 
forest through which Hanuman had just traveled , on the opposite side was a huge 
gilded fort encircling a magnificent city that resembled a land of fairies, as one of the 
fabulous cities described in “The One Thousand and One Arabian Nights”. It was 
situated in the middle of the ocean which formed a natural moat around it. This made 
Lanka an impregnable citadel for the demons. 

The magnificence and grandeur of the capital city of Lanak, named after the 
demon kingdom bearing the same name, has also been alluded to in Ram Charit 
Manas, Baal Kand, Doha no. 178 along with Chaupai line nos. 5-8 that precede it. 

To wit, the present set of verses present a panoramic view of the grand and 
golden city of Lanka that was famed for its grandeur and magnificence, a city that 
rivaled Heaven, the city of the gods in general, and Amravati, the city of Indra, the 
king of gods, in particular. | 


50. pah ale fata ah pa Gara SAT I 9 0 
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Tet Ost Gat rant Wea TA TRAST AT AT 3 d 
agen Pita ae aifqerer Ot Ge "fé Srt x t 


chanda. 


kanaka kota bicitra mani krta sundarayatana ghana. 1. 

ca'uhatta hatta subatta bithim caru pura bahu bidhi bana. 2. 
gaja baji khaccara nikara padacara ratha baruthanhi ko ganai. 3. 
bahurüpa nisicara jütha atibala sena baranata nahim banai. 4. 


The surrounding wall of the city (the ramparts of the fort) were gilded and inlaid with 
precious stones of different kinds. It had, at intervals, many grand towers and tall 
turrets of immense dimensions. (Chanda line no. 1) 


The magnificent city itself had broad squares, wonderful market-places, beautiful 
avenues, wide streets and well laid out by-lanes. The city was very enthralling, well 
designed, and wonderfully decorated in various ways (Chanda line no. 2) 


Who could count the multitudes of elephants, horses and mules, as well as the 
countless numbers of foot soldiers and chariots that dotted the city and roamed around 
it? (Chanda line no. 3) 


One could see a lot many hordes of demon warriors of different forms and features, 
all of whom were immensely brave and strong in their own right. Verily indeed, it is 
not possible to describe the teeming demon army that was patrolling the place 
(Chanda line no. 4) 


[Note—As Hanuman stood atop the hill and looked around him, he observed a 
wonderful spectacle. There in the front he beheld the mesmerizing sight of the golden 
city of Lanka. Its outer perimeter was protected by the fort made of golden bricks; the 
city was well planned with streets and squares that were beautifully laid out and 
decked up; and the army and the military police that was patrolling the city were 
formidable and awe-inspiring.] 


OA AMT Saat GST AT HI AGT regi I & | 
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bana baga upabana batika sara kupa bapim sohahim. 5. 

nara naga sura gandharba kan'ya rupa muni mana mohahim. 6. 
kahum mala déha bisala saila samana atibala garjahim. 7. 

nana akharenha bhirahim bahu bidhi eka ekanha tarjahim. 8. 


Forests, gardens, orchards and parks, as well as lakes, ponds and other water-bodies 
that abounded in the city looked very charming and attractive. (Chanda line no. 5) 
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There were also seen in the city countless daughters and ladies belonging to the 
human race (who lived on earth), the serpent race (who inhabited the subterranean 
world), and the Gods and the Gandharvas (who lived in heaven), who were so 
exceptionally beautiful and charming that they could even tempt the mind and heart of 
great sages, hermits and ascetics who are supposed to practice strict self-control over 
their senses and desire for pleasures of the world. (Chanda line no. 6) 


At many places were seen roaring wrestlers who were exceptionally strong and had 
bodies as huge as mountains. (Chanda line no. 7) 


Many such mighty wrestlers were challenging each other and engaged in fierce duels 
in many a courts and arenas earmarked for such sport. (Chanda line no. 8) 


[Note—'Ravana had overrun the world—the surface of the earth, the subterranean 
world, and the heaven; and as a trophy of his successful campaigns he had brought 
with him women belonging to the different races he had vanquished, such as the 
humans, the serpents, the gods and the gandharvas respectively. Out of these ladies he 
filled his own harems with the choicest and most beautiful ones who took his fancy, 
and he rewarded all his soldiers and commanders with the rest of these women. 

The net effect was that the city of Lanka was full of male and female demons who 
were its original inhabitants, but at the same time it was also teeming with beautiful 
ladies of different age groups belonging to other non-demon races such as humans, 
serpents, gods and gandharvas. Most of these women were employed as harlots and 
concubines by the demons who were famed for their pervert, lustful and promiscuous 
nature, as they had no moral scruples worth the name. 

Refer to: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Doha no. 182.] 


aft wat we Aea farne aa at aE fafa Tad e i 
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kari jatana bhata kotinha bikata tana nagara cahum disi racchahim. 9. 
kahunř mahisa manusa dhénu khara aja khala nisacara bhacchahim. 10 
ehi lagi tulasidasa inha ki katha kachu eka hai kahi. 11. 

raghubira sara tiratha sariranhi tyagi gati paihahim sahi. 12. 


Ferocious and vicious demon warriors who had terrible bodies of all forms and sizes, 
and who numbered hundreds and thousands, were guarding the city from all the four 
sides'. (Chanda line no. 9) 


In some of the places could be seen cruel demons feasting on raw (uncooked) 
buffalos, humans, cows, mules and goats. (Chanda line no. 10) 


The poet-saint Tulsidas (who penned this epic Ram Charit Manas) says that he has 
recorded in brief this scene of Lanka and its inhabitant demon hordes because they 
were lucky as they would soon discard their demonic bodies at the altar of arrows shot 
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by Lord Ram which would surely grant them (i.e. their souls) deliverance from their 
sinful bodies just like the fate of those creatures who die in some holy pilgrim place’. 
(Chanda line no. 11-12) 


[Note—'After Ravana had brought Sita as captive, he used to remain on his 
tenterhooks, feeling very uneasy and highly alarmed as he was always apprehensive 
of some kind of powerful invasion to free her. He knew about the strength of Lord 
Ram from what he had heard from his sister Supernakha about the way the Lord had 
not only decimated the demon army led by Khar, Dushan and Trishira which attacked 
him but had also killed these mighty demons themselves. It was not a child's play to 
achieve this feat single-handedly. He had also heard how the Lord had earlier 
protected the fire sacrifice of sage Vishwamitra by killing the demon Subahu along 
with his demon army, and throwing another demon Marich hundreds of miles away 
by shooting a headless arrow at him. (Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, 
Chaupai line nos. 1-6 that precede Doha no. 23.} 

So therefore Ravana had deployed additional troops to secure the city, and 
these troopers were carefully selected for their strength, skill, power and vigour; for 
Ravana wished to be extra cautious and could not afford to take any chances. 

This is the reason why at the time Hanuman was examining the city from the 
hill-top he saw it teeming with soldiers. 


?This fact has also been endorsed in Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line 
nos. 7, 9-10 that precede Doha no. 114.] 


a0. WU Wer eka ag aft Tre ate fSrerm | 
sif erg vau ent fefe Hm end EHI I 3 UI 
doha. 


pura rakhavare dekhi bahu kapi mana kinha bicara. 
ati laghu rupa dharaum nisi nagara karaum pa'isara. 3. 


When Kapi (Hanuman) observed that there were a large number of demons guarding 
the city, he decided that it would be wise and prudent to enter it by assuming a very 
small size for his body, and then sneaking in by taking advantage of the cover of 
darkness during the night. (Doha no. 3) 


[Note—If Hanuman could expand his body to become huge as he did while facing 
Sursa, it was also possible for him to reduce it to a small size. To wit, Hanuman had 
that mystical ability to assume any size he wished. 

Since the entrance points of Lanka were well guarded so he decided to sneak 
in with a very small frame, almost like that of a mosquito, so that no one would notice 
him. This is what he actually would do as we shall read below in the next verse. 

Further, since it would be too risky to enter Lanka during daytime, so the best 
time would be the night when it would be completely dark. This implies that the day 
was of the new moon as there would be total darkness on that night. 

Hanuman also thought that night would be safer because in all probability the 
guards would be fast asleep; during the day they had been feasting and drinking 
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heavily or fighting duels, so by night-time they will get sufficiently drowsy and feel 
lethargic enough to fall prey to sleep. ] 


"dio. Wee GAM BU epfu ent cina aas GPA ER I 9 UI 
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caupa’. 


masaka samana rupa kapi dhari. lankahi calé'u sumiri narahari. 1. 
nama lankini ēka nisicari. so kaha calesi mohi nindari. 2. 

janéhi nahim maramu satha mora. mora ahara jaham lagi cora. 3. 
muthika eka maha kapi hani. rudhira bamata dharanim dhanamani. 4. 


Deciding that he must assume a very small size to avoid detection at the time of 
entering Lanka, Hanuman became as small as a house fly or a mosquito! and started 
on his way to Lanka (from his perch on the hill top where he had passed the day, 
waiting for nightfall) by first remembering (and praying) to Lord Ram, who was a 
human incarnation of Lord Hari (Lord Vishnu; “narahar?’). (1) 


There was a female demon by the name of Lankini. Unfortunately, as Hanuman 
attempted to sneak in surreptitiously, he was sighted by this vigilant demoness’. 

She intercepted him and called out aloud, ‘Oh you stranger; where are you 
going; how dare you insult me by attempting to go inside without seeking my 
permission? (2) 


Oh you stupid fellow! Don’t you know my nature that I am habituated to feed on 
intruders who try to enter Lanka surreptitiously like a thief?’ (3) 


Hearing this challenge and seeing this unexpected obstacle, Hanuman wasted no time 
to punch the demoness fiercely with his clenched fist that made her swoon and fall to 
the ground vomiting blood’. (4) 


[Note—'First of all it was darkness of the night, and secondly it is common for 
mosquitoes to roam wildly during the night—so Hanuman thought that this was the 
best plan to avoid detection, and to enter the city unnoticed. 

This verse should not be interpreted to mean that Hanuman ‘actually’ became 
a fly or a mosquito in physical terms, but that he became only ‘as small as’ a fly or a 
mosquito in size. How did he manage to do it? Well, in ancient times some few living 
creatures had certain mystical abilities that empowered them to assume whatever form 
and size they wished; they could become huge and small, they could change their 
original forms to resemble some other creature, and even vanish from sight if they so 
wished only to suddenly reappear elsewhere. These abilities are called ‘Siddhis’; they 
are rare magical skills that enable the possessor to perform miracles beyond the 
abilities of ordinary creatures. 
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Since Hanuman was the ‘son of the wind-god’, so the latter aided his entry by 
blowing a breeze towards the city from the side of the ocean, and with this breeze 
Hanuman drifted towards the fort. 


*She was so called because she was the captain of the sentries assigned the duty to 
protect the outer rim of the city from any intruder. She was selected because she was 
always very diligent in her duties; so while the other guards and soldiers slumbered 
and snored away, she kept strict eye on all entrance and exit points as she stayed wide 
awake and alert. Besides this diligence and steadfastness in doing her assigned duty, 
she had another excellent skill to her credit—which was sharp eyesight and the ability 
to see in the darkness of the night like nocturnal animals do. Because of these 
qualities she was assigned night duty, and was at her sentinel post when Hanuman 
tried to sneak in. 


*Hanuman acted very swiftly to silence her as any hesitation would have been 
catastrophic, because if this demoness started yelling then all those demon soldiers 
who were fast asleep all around the entrance would have woken up, and that would 
have meant an instant clash even before he had a chance to put his foot in the city. He 
was not afraid of any clashes, but this encounter at the gate would have caused a 
general state of emergency and turmoil in the city, and the risk was that Ravana, who 
was very intelligent, would have guessed that someone has come searching for Sita, 
and this meant that she could be put to some form of grave and unknown danger. This 
risk could not be afforded at any cost; so Hanuman decided to silence the demoness 
immediately. 

Earlier we have read how he had killed the demoness of the ocean, the one 
named Singhika, by a single blow (refer: Chaupai line nos. 1-5 that precede Doha no. 
3 herein above). He has proved his prowess and mettle once again by felling Lankini 
by a single hard blow here too; Lankini was not given a chance to utter another word. 
This precaution worked marvelously because all other sentries continued to sleep 
soundly, and Hanuman could enter Lanka unnoticed by anyone more. ] 


YA dft Sot At ia 1 SA UT ae formar GAT N y UI 
Wa Werte Ta at het buen fenfu cheat aie SANT I s il 
ferenet erf df caf eh are aot Se Pree SET o ul 
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puni sambhari uthi so lanka. jori pani kara binaya sasanka. 5. 

jaba ravanahi brahma bara dinha. calata biranci kaha mohi cinha. 6. 
bikala hosi taim kapi kern mare. taba janesu nisicara sanghare. 7. 
tata mora ati pun'ya bahüta. dekhe'umi nayana rama kara dita. 8. 


Then that guardian of Lanka recovered herself and got up, but she was very terrified. 
She clasped her hands in supplication and prayed for mercy. (5) 


She (Lankini) said, ‘At the time Brahma, the creator, gave boons to Ravana!, and was 
on his way back, his sight fell on me, and recognizing me he gave me the following 
sign or clue that prophesized the doom of the demon race. (6) 
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He said to me, “When one day you become extremely agitated and are seriously 
wounded by being hit or punched by a Kapi (a monkey-like being), then at that time 
you must become aware that all was over for the demon race and their time was up 
(i.e. their extermination was near)’. (7) 


Since that event has happened just now, I realize that the time has arrived indeed. My 
dear (tata), forsooth I say that I am very fortunate to be able to see with my own eyes 
a messenger of Lord Ram. [So you be blessed.] (8) 


[Note—'Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line nos. 2-5 that precede 
Doha no. 177. 


?^A very important observation can be made here—and it is this: Everything in the 
Creator's creation is destined to come to an end. Even the boons granted by the 
Creator Brahma himself could not ensure eternity for Ravana and his demon race, for 
the Creator himself predicted the end.] 


SO. aa eni stant ga RA Ten uen SFT 
Wert ale vene füfer sit Ga eret UAT x t 
doha. 


tata svarga apabarga sukha dhari'a tula ēka anga. 
tüla na tahi sakala mili jo sukha lava satasanga. 4. 


My dear (tata)! If one were to put all the pleasures and happiness of Swarga (heaven) 
as well as of Moksha (deliverance from this world of miseries and transmigration) on 
one side of a scale, and weigh it against the happiness and joy derived by even a little 
time spent in Satsang—verily indeed and without gainsay it can be affirmatively said 
that all the best types of pleasures and happiness of the former kind simply cannot 
match even a fraction of the joy and happiness pertaining to the latter category’. 
(Doha no. 4) 


[Note— In this verse the importance of ‘Satsang’ is being stressed. It is said here that 
there is absolutely no comparison between the intensity and depth of spiritual bliss, 
beatitude, peace, happiness, fulfillment and contentedness that are attained by the 
virtue of Satsang done even for a little time on the one hand, and all the pleasures, 
comforts and joys that are obtained by going to heaven or getting freedom from 
worldly problems that torment the creature endlessly on the other hand— because the 
former is multiple times superior to and supersedes the latter many times over. 

The term “Satsang” means having communion with saintly and pious souls; 
meeting holy people who are devoted to Lord God; talking with them who have 
offered themselves in the service of the Lord. 

Here, meeting of Lankini with Hanuman is likened to a ‘Satsang’ because he 
is on a mission of Lord Ram, he is devoted to the Lord and committed to his work, he 
has offered himself and sacrificed his personal safety completely in order to 
accomplish the mission of the Lord, which is to eliminate the cruel demon and restore 
peace in the world. Hanuman has no personal agenda to accomplish; all he wishes is 
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to serve his dear Lord Ram to the best of his ability, and in this effort he would not 
tolerate any obstacle or make any compromise. An aura of holiness and divinity 
effuses from his being and spreads out on all directions, bestowing spiritual peace, 
bliss and happiness on all those who come in contact with him, just like the rays of 
light from the sun or the moon radiate in all directions to spread cheer in this world. 

Just imagine what would have happened if the world had not been blessed 
with the light emanating from the sun and the moon; would artificial light of the best 
kind that man has ever produced from any source, say from electricity or atomic 
energy, have ever given life, energy and vitality to this world like the rays of the sun 
and the moon do? Likewise, the joy and bliss of Satsang simply have no parallel; all 
the joys and pleasures of heaven as well as the freedom from miseries of life in this 
mortal gross world taken together simply cannot match the elation and bliss that a 
single source in the form of nectar of Satsang provides to a creature. ] 


ao. Wafer ats aa art leet URS HAT TST I g Ul 


caupa’. 
prabisi nagara kijé saba kaja. hrdayam rakhi kosalapura raja. 1. 


[Lankini blessed Hanuman and gave him permission to enter the city of Lanka.] She 
said, ‘Enter the city, and keeping the Lord of Kaushal (Lord Ram) in your heart (i.e. 
by steadily remembering the Lord and invoking his blessings in your heart), do all the 
work (which have been assigned to you by the Lord). [I gladly allow you to enter the 
city. Invoke Lord Ram’s grace and remember him at all times as you go about 
accomplishing your task. I bless you of success on my part; have no worries from 
me.] ' (1) 


[Note—In the previous verses she has disclosed the secret known only to her; it was a 
prophesy by the Creator himself —that one day a Kapi would hit her hard, then at that 
time she must realize that time of the end of the demon race had arrived. (Refer: Ram 
Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line nos. 6-8 that precede Doha no. 4 herein 
above. } 

This is a mortal world; whatever and whosoever that has taken birth in this 
world is as mortal as the world itself. Even the gods of heaven, who seemingly have 
endless life, actually have a limited life-span; their life seems ‘endless’ simply 
because we measure it with the scale with which we measure life in this mortal human 
world, which is extremely small in length. It is just like comparing distances between 
galaxies and celestial bodies using scales of measurement that we use to measure 
distances on the surface of the earth, viz. inches, feet and miles, instead of a scale fit 
for cosmic measurements, such as in light-years. Come to think of it—even Brahma 
the creator has a limited life-span, and one fine ‘cosmic day’ he would too cease to 
exist like the other two gods of the Trinity. 

To wit, what Brahma told Lankini was a mere reiteration of the universal and 
well-known Law of Creation—that all that has come into being would also come to an 
end! This being the incontrovertible, irrefutable and irrevocable Truth pertaining to 
this creation, the demons, no matter what boon their king had extracted from the 
Creator, were bound to die; it was only that Brahma gave a sign to Lankini when that 
would actually happen, and there was nothing more to it nor any new thing that was 
predicted by the Creator. 
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Now since the doom of the demon race was near at hand, and it was beyond 
the powers of Lankini to stop it, she was clever to take the credit of helping the 
messenger deputed by the Supreme Being to implement the Law of Creation as stated 
above. It would also enable her to be in the good books of the Supreme Judge on the 
‘Day of Reckoning’—for surely she would merit some concession for not harassing 
and causing unnecessary hurdles in the path of the Supreme Lord’s messenger, in this 
case Hanuman, in carrying out his orders successfully. 

Another important point to note here is that Lankini advises Hanuman to 
remember Lord Ram constantly throughout his stay in Lanka, as this would be his 
sure-shot formula for success. She reminds him that he must always remember that 
whatever wondrous feats he shall accomplish during this campaign are made possible 
only by the virtue of authority and power of the supreme Lord Ram himself, as they 
would not be at all possible otherwise, so he must never think that he had done 
anything great or noteworthy on his own accord. 

A similar idea was expressed by Jamvant when the victorious team went to 
Lord Ram to report to him about the success of the mission—that whatever was 
achieved and all success that was obtained were due to the grace of the Lord, and no 
individual, including Hanuman, should take credit for anything. Refer: Ram Charit 
Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-4 that precede Doha no. 30.] 


Wer Gen fug efe rare puru fus aa feaens t 2 M 
Tes FAS vq uH Mel D TH Har Hit Pere siet Ul 3 1 


garala sudha ripu karahim mita'l. gopada sindhu anala sitala’l. 2. 
garura sumeru renu sama tahi. rama krpa kari citava jahi. 3. 


[The saintly crow Kaagbhusund, who was narrating this glorious story of Lord Ram's 
life and deeds that have been chronicled in Ram Charit Manas, to Garud, the vehicle 
of Lord Vishnu, who had come to the former to hear the story being narrated, said—] 


‘Oh Garud! He upon whom Lord Ram casts his sight of mercy, grace and 
benevolence, then for this fortunate soul even poison turns into nectar, his enemy 
becomes his friend, the vast ocean transforms into a shallow body of water no larger 
than the hollow made on earth by a cow's hoof, the fire becomes cool [2], and the 
mighty Mt. Sumeru becomes as small and light as a particle of dust or sand [3].’ (2-3) 


[Note—Kaagbhusund has narrated to Garud the epic story of the Ramayana in Ram 
Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 58—to Doha no. 
125. This wonderful narration has already been published separately in English by the 
author of this present Book; it is available on-line on the same platforms as this 
current Book. 

In these two verses, the glory of Lord Ram is being emphasized. In simple 
words they imply that if the Lord so wishes, then what seems to be impossible can 
easily become possible; five examples are given in this context.] 
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ati laghu rupa dhare'u hanumana. paitha nagara sumiri bhagavana. 4. 
mandira mandira prati kari sodha. dekhe jaham taham aganita jodha. 5. 


Hanuman resumed his small form', and remembering the Lord (Sri Ram)’, he entered 
the city of Lanka’. (4) 


He went from one residence to another, looking carefully at each dwelling (to see if 
he could find any hint of Sita in any of these dwelling places). Everywhere he looked 
he could only see countless demon warriors. (5) 


[Note— We have read in Chaupai line no. 1 that preceded Doha no. 4 herein above 
that when Hanuman started for Lanka from his perch on top of the hill that 
overlooked the city, he had assumed a miniature form. Once again it is said in this 
verse that he had taken a miniature form while entering the city. This is because for 
some time Hanuman had to revert back to his normal form, which was the same as the 
one he has had while crossing the ocean, ie. it was huge. (Ram Charit Manas, 
Kishkindha Kand, Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 30. 

This occasion was when Lankini—who was of a huge size by the virtue of her 
being a female demon, and also because she was a sentry appointed to guard the gates 
of Lanka, which means that she must have had a muscular and almost masculine body 
like that of a demon warrior—had intercepted him. Hanuman had punched her so hard 
that she vomited blood, swooned and fell down on the ground. Now, to hit a 
demoness of such a huge proportion so effectively that she would be vanquished by a 
single blow, Hanuman had to assume a form at least of a size that equaled hers, if not 
bigger. 

Once the job was done he had to resume his small form in order to stealthily 
enter Lanka and remain undetected while moving inside the city, because if he 
retained a distinctive form then the instant he set foot within the city an alarm would 
be raised. He was not here to fight, for his mission was only limited to finding the 
whereabouts of Sita; so he wished not to make himself conspicuous. (Ram Charit 
Manas, Kishkindha Kand, Chaupai line no. 11 that precedes Doha no. 30.} 

The fascinating and wondrous story of Hanuman’s adventures in Lanka, the 
city of the giant Demon race, where he entered and roamed around for some time in a 
miniature form as small as a house fly or a mosquito, reminds one of Jonathan Swift’s 
classical tale describing the “Travels of Gulliver’, especially Gulliver’s second 
voyage to the ‘Land of Brobdingnag’ where he was called ‘Grildrig’, which the 
English people call ‘Mannikin’; or for that matter, if we have no hesitation in taking 
some liberty with imagination, then, with roles reversed, it is like the ‘Adventure of a 
Lilliput in the Land of Gullivers’, for Hanuman was no larger than a gnat or a 
cockroach or a mice running amok in city inhabited by Giants! 

Indeed, Hanuman was like a Lilliputian in this adventurous journey to the 
Land of the Mammoths. And if we were to cite a metaphor from the Holy Bible, the 
closest that comes to our mind is the Story of Goliath, the giant, and David, from the 
Old Testament (1 Samuel, 17).] 


^We will note that Hanuman had invoked Lord Ram at every crucial point of his 
journey. First he had done so when he started on the mission from the shore of the 


622 


ocean—Trefer: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes 
Doha no. 1. 

Then he had invoked Lord Ram once again at the time he left his perch on the 
hill and started for the fort of Lanka in a miniature form—refer: Ram Charit Manas, 
Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 4. 

And he does it again here at the time of actually setting foot within the city of 
Lanka itself. This invocation and remembrance of Lord Ram ensured that the 
benevolent, merciful, gracious and all-powerful Lord would keep a strict watch on 
Hanuman with a vigilant eye to make sure that he is safe and secure, as well as 
successful in his mission; it was an insurance against any misfortune or evil eye that 
might show the impertinence to interfere in Hanuman's projects. 

By his own example Hanuman shows us the way how we can go about our 
daily lives, attending to its chores and doing our expected duties diligently with a 
focused mind, at the same time as worshipping our beloved God. Since, from the 
practical point of view, the mind can't be expected to be completely focused on two 
different things simultaneously with the same level of concentration, because that 
would be distractive for it—i.e. it is not really possible in practice to focus the mind 
on God and do the work of this mundane world simultaneously with the same 
sincerity and diligence, then what we ought to do is to let the mind be attentive to the 
job at hand, do it meticulously with full focus and industry, but every now and then 
take a deep breath from the hectic schedule to pause for a moment to remember our 
beloved Lord God and thank him for everything, and once again resume our work. 

This is a very effective and practical method both to relax as well as to gain 
peace and confidence, because we keep reminding ourselves that there is a powerful 
hand supporting and protecting us from behind, and there is nothing to fear. Even 
failure would not disturb us to an extreme despair as we know that, first, we had done 
our best and there was nothing more we could do, second, that no one should expect 
that every desire or wish of his must be fulfilled because this is not the way the world 
works, and third, that this development which we classify as ‘failure’ is actually an 
indication that our great ‘protector and saviour’ does not want the thing the way we 
want it to be. 

True devotion and submission to the Lord God surely and without gainsay is 
to treat one's self as one who serves his Lord and carries out his orders and 
assignments to the best of one's abilities; and just like a servitor who is dispassionate 
towards the results of his efforts, as his only concern is to do what is assigned to him 
with utmost sincerity, honesty and diligence, the true devotee of the Lord God too 
does not get perturbed or worked up about the results of his efforts. For him, success 
and failure are the same. 

In fact however, a true devotee is one who feels that even if he succeeds in any 
worldly endeavour, but forgets to remember his Lord God during the course of the 
proceedings that gave him such success, then that success is no better than total 
failure. 


*We note here that Lankini had kept quiet about Hanuman's arrival and entry into the 
city. Besides her conviction that the end of the demons was near as it was Brahma's 
prophesy that cannot be negated, there was one other important reason why she kept 
quiet about an enemy's spy entering the city. She feared severe punishment, even 
death and torture, for negligence and letting Hanuman in; she was appointed to guard 
the gates of the fort after due diligence about her abilities and with the full confidence 
that she had the ability to defend it from any intruder whosoever he might be. She had 
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herself asserted this when she first challenged Hanuman, saying that she feeds on 
thieves and intruders. So she decided to exercise discretion and keep quiet. {Refer 
specifically to Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes 
Doha no. 4.} 


Tas Cara afer areal | stfa fares enfe sara ur Té t 8 ul 
wert feat eat cafe dat fecu a dita Seat uo 
vet uen oft cha Geran eft fer ag fra Sara d c t 


gaya'u dasanana mandira mahim. ati bicitra kahi jata so nahim. 6. 
sayana ki'em' dekha kapi tehi. mandira mahum na dikhi baidehi. 7. 
bhavana ēka puni dikha suhava. hari mandira taham bhinna banava. 8. 


In due course of time, during the process of examining all the dwellings of Lanka in 
search of any tangible hint of Sita, Hanuman reached the palace of Ravana. It was so 
extraordinarily magnificent and grand to behold that it is not possible to describe it in 
words. (6) 


The Kapi (Hanuman) observed that he (Ravana) was asleep inside the palace, but 
nowhere could he perceive any sign of Vaidehi! (Sita). (7) 


So he moved ahead, and soon descried a residence which was pleasant to look at, for 
it was like a virtual temple of Lord Hari (Lord Vishnu), and thus different from the 
rest of the buildings of the city”. (8) 


[Note— The word used here is *baidehi"—which literally means ‘one without a 
physical body'. This is an apt epithet used for Sita because what Ravana had brought 
to Lanka was a mere shadow or an apparition of the real Sita, and not her true and real 
self. Thus, the ‘Sita’ that was held in Lanka was only an image of her; it was a false 
Sita; it was an illusion that created an impression that she was there but like an 
apparition it was merely a ghostly shadow. 

As we have already read earlier, Lord Ram had planned everything 
meticulously in advance so that he can accomplish the mission of eliminating the 
cruel, sinful and vicious demons without any hitch, and towards this end it was 
absolutely necessary to induce them to commit some grave impertinence and sinful 
act of misdemeanour so that a justified excuse could be found to get rid of them. 
Since for this enterprise to succeed the Lord had to take help of Sita, and she was also 
willing to cooperate, but at the same time the Lord was very concerned that no evil 
spot could ever be cast on Sita's immaculate character, purity and chastity, so it 
became imperative for him to work out some way that both the ends could be met. 

Thus, the Supreme Lord—who is a master of delusions, a maverick actor, and 
the best magician of this creation who excels in conjuring up fantastic illusions that 
even surpass the real thing—decided to hide the ‘real Sita’ by placing her in the safe 
custody of the Fire God, the only God whose integrity and powers cannot be 
questioned as his very name suggests that he represents the powerful ‘fire element’ of 
Nature that spares none and burns all that is not pure. So, what remained after this 
exercise was a reflection, an image, a shadow or an apparition, whatever we may like 
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to call it, of Sita. This plan was carried out so secretly that even Laxman, Lord Ram’s 
own brother and comrade-in-arm in the forest and throughout the epic War, was not 
aware of it; even he thought that Ravana had abducted the real Sita! This is explicitly 
and emphatically stated in all versions of the Ramayana. In the context of our present 
reading, refer to: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-5 that precede 
Doha no. 24. 

Come to think of this miracle and view it from a broader perspective: When 
the whole of Lanka was burnt by Hanuman, about which we shall soon be reading in 
great detail in our Book, Sita remained unscathed. All other demons and demonesses 
ran helter-skelter to escape the leaping flames, but Sita remained confined to the same 
place under the tree where she had been sitting since her arrival at Lanka. It should 
very clear and evident to an intelligent observer who looks closely and applies his 
mind to conclude that in this fiery scenario when flames were leaping everywhere, 
Sita could sit and survive because she had ‘no physical body’! Fire can burn only 
those things that have a physical existence; it does not destroy an apparition or a ghost 
or an imaginary shadow for they do not actually exist. 

The final proof came when the war ended. Lord Ram created a scene of 
having doubts about the integrity of Sita, and required her to prove her self by 
‘entering a raging fire’. This was merely a ruse to create a dazzling blaze that would 
blind everyone standing around so that the original Sita could come out from the place 
where she was hidden by the Lord himself, i.e. from the custody of the Fire God. This 
incident is narrated in Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 14 that 
precedes Doha no. 108—to Chanda line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 109. 

Of course we shall read all about this incident in due course of time when we 
reach that point in Chapter no. 19 of our Book. 

A very pertinent question may arise in the mind of the reader here, and it is 
this: How was Hanuman sure that none of the ladies he saw in the many dwellings he 
investigated was Sita? That means he knew how to recognize her when he saw her, is 
it not so? Yes indeed, it is so. How come? The answer is this: At the time Ravana had 
been passing over the Mt. Rishyamook in his chariot with Sita, she had seen a group 
of monkeys sitting down below on the summit of this mountain, and she had then 
wailed loudly, called out Lord Ram’s name, and had dropped down some of her 
ornament and pieces of clothes torn from her garments so that these monkeys could 
keep them to show Lord Ram when he passes that way searching for her. When the 
Lord came that way and chatted with Sugriv, the latter told him all about this incident. 
{Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, Chaupai line nos. 3-8 that precede 
Doha no. 5.} 

Hanuman had personally seen Sita on that occasion, and surely and certainly 
therefore he would easily recognize her when he saw her again.] 


^AII the buildings and residential places of Lanka bore universal marks and had 
characteristic features that identified them with their masters and lords, i.e. the 
demons who occupied them. But there was one dwelling that was different from the 
rest; it stood out for signs that indicated that some god-loving person occupies it. We 
shall soon read in the Doha no. 5 that follows herein below what signs distinguished it 
from the rest of the structures in Lanka. 

The general atmosphere of this particular dwelling was similar to a temple 
dedicated to Lord Hari; it had a holy aura around it that was soothing for the senses 
and pleased the eyes of the beholder. 
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To wit, this residence was like an oasis in the vast desert known as Lanka; 
since it was different from the other buildings, so it caught the eye of Hanuman. ] 


SQ. Warael sifend TE ATs SR SITE I 
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doha. 


ramayudha ankita grha sobha barani na ja'i. 
nava tulasika brnda taham dekhi harasa kapira'i. 5. 


That dwelling was singular inasmuch as it had signs of Lord Ram's arms (weapons) 
marked on it (i.e. on its main entrance gate or doorway). [To wit, the *bow and 
arrow’, which are the weapons held by Lord Ram in his hands, were marked on this 
building.]' 

This building was so pleasant and beautiful to look at that its magnificence 
cannot be described. [Forsooth, the dwelling place looked all the more comforting and 
pleasing by the sign of the “bow and arrow’ marked on it, as this sign directly invoked 
the protective shield of Lord Ram, and also indicated that Lord Ram was always 
present there in a subtle and invisible way that cannot be perceived by the eye. ] 

Besides this sign, Hanuman, the Lord of the Kapis, also perceived clusters of 
the sacred Tulsi trees (the Basil plant) that were fresh and green planted in the 
courtyard; this sight excited him and filled him with a thrill. [To wit, the sign of the 
‘bow and arrow’ as well as the ‘presence of the sacred Tulsi tree’ clearly meant that 
the inhabitant of this house was a devotee of Lord Ram. Hanuman was elated as at 
last he has discovered a true friend in an enemy’s land who would surely be of a great 
help to him.]^ (Doha no. 5) 


[Note— It was a wonder of wonder to find someone openly putting up signs of Lord 
Ram, i.e. the bow and the arrow, on his home in a city of demons. It was well known 
that Ravana treated Lord Ram as his arch enemy as he knew that the Lord was the one 
who would exterminate the entire demon race. No king would ever like that someone 
in his kingdom would so blatantly exhibit any symbol of his enemy, which is no small 
offense, and it amounts to treason, sedition, disloyalty, betrayal and sacrilege, 
whatever one would like to call it. 

How and why did Ravana allow this to happen right under his nose? It's a 
singular and remarkable pointer to Ravana's noble soul! Though he had a body of a 
demon, though he had been committing serious crimes and was accused of cruelty and 
viciousness, yet deep down in his heart he yearned for deliverance, emancipation and 
salvation of his soul. Being born a ‘demon’ he was constrained to behave like a 
‘demon’, but internally he wanted spiritual peace and beatitude. 

This particular house belonged to Ravana’s brother Vibhishan. Vibhishan was 
a devout person who was pious and a devotee of Lord Vishnu who had manifested in 
the form of Lord Ram. In the very beginning when the three demon brothers, Ravana, 
Kumbhakarna and Vibhishan, had done severe Tapa (penance) to please Brahma, the 
creator, and the latter rewarded them with their desired boons, Vibhishan had sought 
devotion and love for Lord Hari. {Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Doha no. 
177.) 
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Ravana was well aware of it; he knew that since Vibhishan had got this boon 
directly from Brahma who had also granted boons to Ravana himself, so it was 
beyond his powers to cancel it, especially when Vibhishan was his own brother. If he 
tried to play fools with Brahma’s grants to Vibhishan just because he did not like 
them, then there were good chances, Ravana feared, that Brahma would become so 
annoyed with him that he would do something that will neutralize Ravana’s own 
boons. 

Besides this, Ravana’s tolerance of Vibhishan’s open display of devotion for 
Lord Vishnu also indicates how obliging and accommodating he was as far at least as 
the members of his own race were concerned. Not only Vibhishan, Ravana had others 
in his kingdom whom he knew to be god-fearing and devoted to Lord Vishnu; one 
such was an old demoness by the name of Trijata. Ravana had specially appointed her 
to take care of Sita so that other cruel demoness do not torment her because he was 
aware of this fact—that Trijata would respect Sita as she was a pious and god-fearing 
creature. This fact that Trijata was a devotee of Lord Ram whom she knew to be an 
incarnation of Lord Vishnu, the Supreme Being, is explicitly stated in Ram Charit 
Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 11; we shall 
encounter Trijata very soon. 

His own wife Mandodari had given clear indications of her respect and 
reverence for Lord Ram when she had made repeated entreaties with Ravana to give 
Sita back to the Lord, and stop his confrontational attitude towards Lord Ram. {Ram 
Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, (i) Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 6—to Doha 
no. 7; (ii) Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 14—to Chaupai line no. Doha no. 
15; and (iii) once again in Doha no. 35—to Doha no. 37.} 

Imagine Ravana tolerating his own wife siding with his enemy and singing the 
latter's praises on his face; would any husband tolerate this behaviour of his wife? But 
Ravana did. It is ample proof of his tolerant nature on the one hand, and his internal 
belief that finally the time of his deliverance has arrived, and that he is so lucky that 
the Supreme Being himself has come to deliver him by his own hands! 

We have another instance of how Ravana had looked the other way when a 
member of his family praised Lord Ram. His own younger brother Kumbhakaran had 
sternly reproached him when Ravana disclosed that he had made Lord Ram his 
enemy. (Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes 
Doha no. 62—to Doha no. 63.} We also would be reading this incident in Chapter no. 
15 of our Book. 

In short, Ravana willingly allowed this small oasis of holiness, piety and 
devotion for Lord God in the form of the dwelling we refer to in this Doha to thrive in 
his city of Lanka because he derived some subtle form of spiritual peace, solace and 
comfort by it. Verily indeed, this particular house was like a patch of greenery in the 
dry desert represented by Lanka. 


There is another reason also why the inhabitant of this house had put up the sign of 
the *bow and the arrow' in front of the dwelling. He lived in a perpetual danger of 
being attacked, if not by Ravana himself then by other demons who hated him. So he 
had wisely marked the sign of the ‘bow and arrow’, which are weapons by which one 
would defend oneself, on his gate and doorway as a sort of magical charm to ward off 
evil eyes and protect him from some evil spirit that may aim to harm him. 


?The ‘Tulsi tree’ is planted in houses of devotees of Lord Vishnu as this plant is very 
dear to the Lord. So when Hanuman saw these two signs—one of the bow and arrow, 
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and the other of the Tulsi plant—in that house, he was convinced that its resident was 
surely a devotee of Lord Ram as well as Lord Vishnu, because the bow and arrow 
reminds one of Lord Ram, and Tulsi plant of Lord Vishnu. 

He felt thrilled because at last he has found a friend in an alien land. If nothing 
else, then at least he can take some rest and refresh himself in that house if he 
introduces himself as a messenger of Lord Ram. He felt sure that the inhabitant would 
welcome him as soon as he knows who Hanuman was, and there was little to fear. 

Still Hanuman was skeptical because it was so odd to see such an auspicious 
home in the middle of the city of demons. The next verse says exactly this. ] 


"dio. went fafa Pent Fara | sat Het GS HT SIT N 9 N 
TA Ag ate et ete eT pé are farle TT N 3 Ul 
wu Te dfé uf enber | eee gru HPT ASA wer a N 
qi wr es ches ufeart | are a erg A ENS ST Uu vc N 
caupa’. 


mana mahuri taraka karaim kapi lāgā. tehim samaya bibhisanu jaga. 2. 
rama rama tehim sumirana kinha. hrdayam harasa kapi sajjana cinha. 3. 
ehi sana hathi kariha'um pahicani. sadhu te ho'i na karaja hant. 4. 


When Hanuman saw the dwelling marked by the holy signs as alluded to in the 
previous verses, he wondered, ‘Lanka is teeming with (cruel, evil, sinful and vicious) 
demons; where is the chance of finding a god-loving person, who is pious and of a 
pure heart, living in such a vile place as this?" (1) 


Just at the time the Kapi (Hanuman) was thus contemplating in his Mana (mind and 
heart), Vibhishan woke up (as night was coming to a close, and day-break was near). 


(2) 


As soon as he woke up, he invoked the holy name of Ram and repeated it aloud twice, 
saying “Ram, Ram". When the Kapi heard these words pronounced he felt exhilarated 
in his heart, because he concluded that the speaker was indeed a pious and saintly 
soul’. (3) 


So Hanuman thought to himself, ‘I shall surely make an acquaintance with this 
gentleman, for I am absolutely sure that he, being a saintly person, can not cause any 
hindrance in my work. [Rather, I am quite certain that he would be of some help to 
me.]’ (4) 


[Note—'This verse clearly implies that Hanuman had spent the whole night searching 
for Sita, and investigating each and every home in the city. He had entered the fort at 
nightfall, and now it was nearing dawn. 

It is to be observed here that he moved around so silently, so stealthily and so 
inconspicuously that no one got a wind that he was on the prowl. The city and its 
inhabitants were slumbering peacefully, not aware that a huge catastrophe was 
looming large over their heads. To wit, all the precautions taken by Ravana failed to 
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prevent the implementation of what Providence had destined for the demon race, for 
the doom of the demon race had dawned that morning when Hanuman saw the first 
ray of sunlight over that city. 


?The very utterance of Lord Ram's holy name immediately established Vibhishan's 
credentials to Hanuman. Only a saintly, pious and god-loving soul would invoke the 
holy name of the Lord God the very first thing in the morning. There is a lesson to be 
learnt here: we are recognized by the words we speak. If we are of a noble heart and 
have a pious soul, if we are devoted to God and conscious that he is our ultimate 
Father, if our upbringing is good and we have had good moral education—then 
remembering the Lord God, our supreme Benefactor, Protector, Saviour and Father, 
would be a part of our nature and our true character. 

Vibhishan was accustomed and habituated to invoke the holy name of Lord 
Ram to start is day with; it was his natural habit and routine. He was not aware at this 
point of time that Hanuman was in Lanka, so he had not uttered the holy words ‘Ram, 
Ram’ to attract Hanuman's attention or to impress him in any way. 

Another important point to note is that Vibhishan had uttered these holy 
words, *Ram, Ram', quite loudly because they were heard by Hanuman who was 
somewhere at a distance outside his home. It was still dark as dawn was a few hours 
away; there was stillness and quietude in the city. The holy name of Lord Ram echoed 
all around Vibhishan's home; it was like the call that holy men would make to the 
laity to wake up to welcome a new day by first offering their obeisance to the Lord 
God, and pray to the Lord to seek his blessings for a good start of the day.] 


fan wo aft eret pera. (upra ferire fo wi STN & UI 


eft uam YS pag i far meg Fat Her SETTE N & N 
ait Te Ot areas We ails pH gau vita se Em uou 
wi ae wm dn srt 1 stag ae ect TST uz u 


bipra rüpa dhari bacana suna'e. sunata bibhisana uthi taham a'&. 5. 
kari pranama pürrichi kusalā'ī. bipra kahahu nija katha bujha'. 6. 

ki tumha hari dasanha mahan ko't. morem hrdaya priti ati ho’. 7. 
ki tumha ramu dina anuragi. ayahu mohi karana barabhagi. 8. 


Hanuman approached Vibhishan's home by assuming the form of a Brahmin (bipra 
rupa dhari), and called out to him. [To wit, Hanuman pronounced some words by 
which Vibhishan would immediately recognize that some acquaintance is standing at 
the door.]' 

As soon as Vibhishan heard these words, he got up and came (rushing) to the 
door from where he heard the call. (5) 


Vibhishan bowed his head reverentially before the visitor and politely asked for his 
well-being, requesting the latter to introduce himself by telling more about his own 
self. 
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Hence, Vibhishan enquired, ‘Oh Brahmin (bipra)! Please enlighten me more 
about yourself. [Please be kind to tell me who you are, and what the purpose of your 
visit is.] (6) 


Are you one of the devotees of Lord Hari (for you have pronounced the Lord’s name 
‘Ram, Ram’ as a calling sign), for as soon as I have seen you a sort of natural 
affection has sprouted in my heart for you’? (7) 


Or is it that you are the merciful and benevolent Lord Ram himself who has come in 
disguise to bless me and make me fulfilled*?’ (8) 


[Note—'Hanuman was very wise, intelligent and prudent. Just a moment earlier he 
had heard Vibhishan invoking Lord Ram’s name aloud; it was this name which had, 
in fact, made Hanuman decide that he must go and meet this person as he is surely to 
be a pious and god-loving soul who is devoted to Lord Ram, knowing fully well that 
the Lord is not an ordinary human being but a manifested form of the Supreme Being, 
for otherwise he wouldn’t have pronounced the Lord’s holy name “Ram” because it 
was the name of an enemy of the demon race. 

So it is very certain that the best way Hanuman thought he should introduce 
himself to Vibhishan was by calling out the same name ‘Ram’ as the latter had done a 
while ago, because then Vibhishan would have no doubt that the person who is 
standing at the door calling out to him is a friend and not a foe. 

Hanuman wished to play it safe and ensure that Vibhishan is taken into 
confidence at once when he decided to approach the latter’s home in the form of a 
Brahmin, for it was too risky to cause any doubt or alarm in Vibhishan’s mind 
regarding the identity of the early morning caller, as he could raise an alarm, at which 
demon guards would come rushing in to arrest the intruder, even before Hanuman 
would have had time to investigate the city further more closely and clearly during the 
daylight hours. The sight of a humble Brahmin standing at the door would be highly 
reassuring for Vibhishan and welcomed by him in a city where only ferocious demons 
of the most ugly shapes and hideous forms were to be seen everywhere. 

We should also note that Hanuman had assumed the form of a Brahmin when 
he had gone to meet Lord Ram and Laxman at the foot of Mt. Rishyamook, because, 
as we have seen above, it is the safest form that pre-empts any chance of fear and 
apprehension. {Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, Chaupai line no. 6 that 
precedes Doha no. 1.} 


*Vibhishan told Hanuman, “Oh Brahmin, it appears to me that there exists a natural 
bond of affection between our souls, and they appear to resonate with the same 
frequency. As soon as I saw you it appears to me that I have met someone who is 
friendly, someone who is on the same plane of spiritual being as my own self. 
Obviously it is only possible between two brothers who have deep fraternal love for 
each other. It looks that we have a common father; which means that you too are a 
devotee of Lord Ram as I am, because the Lord is the Supreme Father to all his 
devotees. What is it; please tell me as curiosity has risen in my heart.” 

Vibhishan loves Lord Ram very dearly; he is devoted to the Lord and 
worships him even while living in the midst of vicious and sinful demons who are 
vehemently opposed to the Lord. Anyone who has Lord Ram living in his heart will 
also love a devotee of the Lord with the same natural bond of affection and fraternal 
love that exists between brothers who are related to each other through blood, as they 
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have a common father. The reverse is also true—i.e. if one loves a devotee of Lord 
Ram then the Lord would reside in his heart. This is clearly affirmed by the learned 
sage Valmiki in Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes 
Doha no. 131. 

To wit, a bond of mutual affection and brotherhood sprouted instantly and 
spontaneously between Hanuman and Vibhishan. 


?^A remarkable observation indeed! It implies that there is not much of a difference 
between Lord Ram himself and his true devotee; the devotee is deemed to be an 
image of the Lord in holiness, piety, bliss and purity of soul; the devotee is a veritable 
reflection of the glorious virtues that Lord Ram possesses.] 


a0. Wa E-[Hd Hel Ga ATH Ha PST TH I 


pd sper A Were AT AT SERIES TT TT I g 
doha. 


taba hanumanta kahit saba rama katha nija nama. 
sunata jugala tana pulaka mana magana sumiri guna grama. 6. 


When Vibhishan asked Hanuman to tell him more about himself by way of an 
introduction, the latter disclosed his name and briefly narrated the story related to 
Lord Ram. [Hanuman told Vibhishan how Sita was abducted by Ravana, and how he 
has been sent by Lord Ram to meet her and find about her whereabouts, so that the 
Lord can come and free her.] 

This narration of the Lord's story thrilled both the narrator and the listener; 
both of them became deeply emotional and got lost in a reverie of devotion and 
affection for the Lord when they remembered him and his glorious virtues'. (Doha no. 
6) 


[Note—'This is special quality of a true devotee of Lord Ram as shown here by 
Hanuman and Vibhishan, that is *he is thrilled when he hears the holy name of the 
Lord being pronounced, when he hears the divine story of the Lord being narrated". 

A similar condition prevailed upon the saintly crow Kaagbhusund when he 
narrated the holy story of Lord Ram to Garud; there are ample instances of it in Ram 
Charit Manas. Some of them are the following: Ram Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, (1) 
Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 64; (ii) Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes 
Doha no. 68; (iii) Doha no. 69; (iv) Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 124. 

We also read in this context that the ‘listener’ of this story narrated by the 
crow-saint Kaagbhusund, i.e. Garud, the mount of Lord Vishnu who had come to him 
specifically with this purpose in mind, too became highly thrilled so much so that his 
body became puffed, his feathers and stood on their end, and his wings spread wide in 
emotional excitement. Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, Chaupai line no. | that 
precedes Doha no. 93.] 
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WAS OY HS ATT Areal pU ue SAT AT HT UN 3 I 
aa Wife SIT stra ware | fas gR free fé Par ut x t 
wi versi ste cater val qe ate arg ats crew ui & u 


caupat. 


sunahu pavanasuta rahani hamari. jimi dasananhi mahurmi jibha bicari. 1. 
tata kabahum mohi jāni anatha. karihahim krpa bhanukula natha. 2. 
tamasa tanu kachu sadhana nahim. priti na pada saroja mana mahim. 3. 
aba mohi bha bharosa hanumanta. binu harikrpa milahirn nahirn santa. 4. 
jaum raghubira anugraha kinha. tau tumha mohi darasu hathi dinha. 5. 


[Once a good and friendly relationship was established between Vibhishan and 
Hanuman, the former invited the latter inside his home, and then they chatted amiably 
for a while. Vibhishan expressed his excess of happiness at meeting Hanuman, and 
told him about his pitiful existence amongst the cruel demons from whom he was 
always in danger. Vibhishan also wished to know if Lord Ram ever remembered him 
as he was one of Lord's loyal devotees, but who unfortunately got trapped in the 
midst of sinful demons due to the fiat of fate.] 


Vibhishan said to Hanuman, 'Listen oh the son of the wind-god. My life (here in 
Lanka, amongst the demons) is similar to the precarious condition of the poor tongue 
which has to survive surrounded by sharp teeth, for I am in constant fear of the ten- 
headed Ravana’. (1) 


Oh my dear (tata)! Tell me, will the ‘Lord of the Solar Race’ (^bhanukula natha"; 
Lord Ram who was a descendant of the Solar Race) show his grace, mercy and 
kindness upon me keeping in view the fact that I am humble and without a protector 
and guardian with me (except the Lord)? (2) 


For I have an evil body (as I am born in the sinful, evil and despicable demon race), 
and with this body it has not been possible for me to do any worthwhile good or noble 
deed that can be called meritorious, and on the strength of which I could have claimed 
some sort of eligibility to gain spiritual peace and happiness. 

Besides this, I have not known, being a demon myself and living amongst 
demons, what true love and affection for the Lord is, and so I cannot that I have the 
required level of love and affection for the holy lotus like feet of the Lord (which is 
expected from a true devotee). (3) 


But nevertheless, after having met you, who are a saintly soul, I am now certain and I 
fully convinced that the Lord is indeed benevolent and favourable towards me, for 
otherwise it would not have been possible for me to meet a saint like you’. (4) 


For sooth and without gainsay, it is certainly true that you have voluntarily met me 
only because Lord Ram has been benevolent and gracious towards me^. [This is 
because meeting a saint is one of the biggest spiritual blessings that the Lord grants to 
a creature as it paves the way for the latter's deliverance and emancipation. Meeting a 
saint gives immense spiritual peace and bliss to the tormented soul as I have now 
witnessed myself. After meeting you I feel very happy and blissful; I now am certain 
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that the day of my deliverance from suffering in this den of demons has finally 
arrived. |’ (5) 


[Note—'Just like the humble tongue that lives a precarious life in the mouth 
surrounded by sharp teeth from all sides, which can cut, bite and make it bleed at any 
moment if it dares to get in their way, Vibhishan also lives in constant danger of life 
and torture if he peradventure annoys his elder brother Ravana, the ten-headed one 
(jimi dasananhi mahum jibha bicari). 

As long as the tongue does not get in the way of the teeth, it is allowed to 
speak and eat, i.e. do whatever it likes, but the moment it steps beyond its threshold it 
immediately gets bitten off fiercely by the teeth. Similarly, as long as Vibhishan keeps 
to himself and minds his business, Ravana does not bother or torment him, obviously 
because they were brothers and both had done severe Tapa together to get boons from 
the creator Brahma. In fact it must be accepted, and Ravana must be given due credit 
for it, that he allowed Vibhishan quite a lot of freedom to practice his spiritual beliefs, 
for it is a truth that Ravana had tolerated his bother putting up the signs of Lord 
Ram—Ravana’s personal enemy and of the whole of the demon race in general by the 
virtue of his being an incarnation of Lord Vishnu whom the demons regard as their 
arch enemy and nemesis—in the front of his home in the middle of Lanka. Say, which 
king would ever allow anyone in his kingdom to openly display the signs of his 
enemy, such as the court of arms etc., on his house; would he not be charged with 
treason, betrayal, treachery and sedition? But Ravana tolerated it! {Refer: Ram Charit 
Manas, Sundar Kand, Doha no. 5 along with Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes it. } 

Can it be denied therefore that it was indeed and truly an excellent sign of 
Ravana’s noble heart and its secret piety and holiness, of his tolerant nature, and of 
his fraternal love for his brother whom he loved especially more because he was the 
only one in the whole family who was devoted to Lord Vishnu, the Supreme Being, 
and as a result the only one who would carry forward the line of the demon race at the 
end of the war, who will be the lone torch-bearer of the glorious name of the demon 
family descended from illustrious sage Pulastya? 

Just how apt and true this metaphor of the ‘tongue and the teeth’ vis-a-vis 
Vibhishan and Ravana is will be proved a little later in our Story when we read that at 
the time Vibhishan, in goof faith and keeping the welfare of this brother in mind, had 
advised his brother Ravana to give Sita back to Lord Ram and avoid a ruinous war, 
Ravana publicly insulted Vibhishan and kicked him, ordering him to quit his kingdom 
as he was a traitor praising his enemy. This led Vibhishan to abandon Lanka and take 
shelter with Lord Ram, joining the Lord in his war efforts. {Refer: Ram Charit 
Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 2 that precede Doha no. 38—to Doha no. 41.} 


*Vibhishan asked Hanuman most eagerly: “Hanuman, tell me dear, will Lord Ram 
arrange things and maneuver them in such a favourable way that I am finally 
extricated from this den of sinful demons, and can live a free and happy life like other 
devotees of the Lord? Will the Lord accept me inspite of my being a member of the 
despicable demon race, and a brother of the evil Ravana? I don’t think that I am 
qualified enough for this honour, but I rely on the merciful and gracious nature of 
Lord Ram who, I am sure, will forgive me for any misdeeds that I may have done or 
the lack of good virtues that I ought to have possessed, except that I am devoted 
completely to the Lord. Lord Ram is renowned as being the Angel Guardian and the 
benevolent Lord of all those who have no one to protect and save them from 
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sufferings; it is on this fame of the Lord that I put all my life at stake. So Hanuman, 
tell me please, will Lord Ram cast a compassionate glance at me for once?” 


*Vibhishan says that the very fact that a great devotee of Lord Ram and a soul as 
pious and saintly as that of Hanuman had voluntarily come visiting him proves that 
Lord Ram is kindly disposed towards him, because meeting a true saint is only 
possible by the grace of the Lord. {Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, Chaupai 
line nos. 7-8 that precede Doha no. 69 where Garud has expressed an exactly similar 
sentiment towards the saintly crow Kaagbhusund when the latter narrated the divine 
story of Lord Ram to the former which gave him immense degree of peace and 
spiritual bliss. } 


“There are many more instances in Ram Charit Manas where it is reiterated that 
meeting with a saint is a blessing for the soul, and it implies that Lord Ram is indeed 
benevolent on a person who is fortunate to meet a saint. Refer: Ram Charit Manas, 
Uttar Kand, (i) Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 37—to Doha no. 38; (ii) 
Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 45; (iii) Chaupai line nos. 13, 21 that 
precede Doha no. 121; (iv) Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 123, (v) 
Chaupai line nos. 6-9 that precede Doha no. 125.] 


arg faster uy oh ret | aes Wer Aah ur didi i g N 
weg Hat Fa Heit lata ereret Taal ferfér SAT 9 N 
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sunahu bibhisana prabhu kai riti. karahirn sada sevaka para priti. 6. 
kahahu kavana maim parama kulina. kapi caricala sabahim bidhi hina. 7. 
prata le'i jo nama hamara. tehi dina tahi na milai ahara. 8. 


Hanuman replied, *Listen Vibhishan. I shall tell you the principles that the Lord (Sri 
Ram) always follows: it is that he always and invariably shows his affection and 
benevolence towards his ‘sevaks’ (i.e. to his devotees, those who serve him, those 
who follow him), for this is his wont and habit!. (6) 


Look at me. Say, in which noble race or superior clan am I born (that would have 
entitled me to obtain Lord Ram's favour and grace, or the honour that the Lord has 
granted me by picking me as his messenger who would get the unmatched glory of 
finding Sita and be instrumental in eliminating the demon race in order to help the 
supreme Lord Vishnu to keep his promise made to the gods and mother earth)? 

To wit, I am born in a lowly and humble race that is known by the name of 
Kapi (literally the monkey race), and by nature we are fickle and frivolous, as well as 
devoid of any worthwhile virtues. So what claim do I have for getting any honour that 
I have been granted? 

[To wit, I am a living proof of Lord Ram's graceful and benevolent nature that 
he has shown so much grace upon a humble and lowly creature like me just because 
the Lord realized that I am totally and faithfully devoted to him, and have deep and 
undiluted affection for him.] (7) 
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Indeed, I am born in such a lowly race that if anyone peradventure pronounces our 
name in the morning then it is regarded as such a bad omen for him that he would not 
get anything to eat that day. (8) 


[Note—'Refer also to Ram Charit Manas, (a) Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 3-6 
that precede Doha no. 183; and (b) Uttar Kand, (i) Doha no. 86 along with Chaupai 
line nos. 7-10 that precede it; (11) Doha no. 87 along with Chaupai line nos. 6-8 that 
precede it.] 


a0. sta À are WET GF Ale Wr urs | 
abet Har qt p Ae facies AT 9 t 
doha. 


asa maim adhama sakha sunu mohü para raghubira. 
kinhi krpa sumiri guna bhare bilocana nira. 7. 


My dear friend (sakha). I am indeed of such a low birth, yet Lord Ram (Raghubir) 
had been so merciful and gracious upon me (that I can't describe as it is beyond my 
imagination).’ 

Saying this, and recalling Lord Ram’s gracious nature and glorious virtues, 
Hanuman’s eyes were filled with tears (of gratitude and thankfulness). (Doha no. 7) 


alo. Wee sre carta funt | fnifé a ere Erf qum g N 
ule fate pea XTH TT UAT Moret aata ATAT t 2 UI 


caupat. 


janatahüni asa svami bisart. phirahirn te kahé na hohim dukhari. 1. 
ehi bidhi kahata rama guna grama. pava anirbacya bi$rama. 2. 


[Hanuman was so overwhelmed with emotions that he could speak no further for a 
moment. Then he regained his composure and said—] ‘Even after being aware of 
such an excellent and obliging nature of Lord Ram if a creature still wonders 
elsewhere seeking protection for himself, if he seeks succour and solace from his 
sufferings elsewhere, say why will such an unfortunate one not become unhappy and 
subjected to sufferings and miseries of all kinds? "^ (1) 


In this way, by remembering and reiterating the many virtues of Lord Ram, and 
singing the Lord's glories, both these blessed and noble souls (Vibhishan and 
Hanuman) derived immense bliss and peace which was so sublime and profound that 
it cannot be described in words?. (2) 


[Note— For indeed such a creature is like a fool who has abandoned an eternal spring 
of happiness right in his own courtyard and goes searching for water in a desert with a 
bucket in hand! 
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?The level of ecstasy and beatitude that Vibhishan and Hanuman enjoyed during those 
moments were of a sublime quality, the intensity, the effulgence and the depth of 
which was so great that the situation can be understood by us by natural instinct or by 
experience only, but which is extremely difficult to explain by employing words, as 
the latter, no matter how best and with skill they are selected from the dictionary, 
would not do justice to the exalted emotional state that prevailed at that time, for 
sentiments of such spiritual profundity cannot be butted-and-bounded in any 
language. | 


Uf wa ener fasites et 1 ate fate saa ae veli 3 t 
qa SAAT Hel GT MAT | Sat Ns Wht HIT I Y M 
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puni saba katha bibhisana kahi. jéhi bidhi janakasuta tahan/ rahi. 3. 
taba hanumanta kaha sunu bhrata. dekhi caha'um' janaki mata. 4. 
juguti bibhisana sakala suna't. cale'u pavanasuta bida kara". 5. 


[After some time of silence during which tears rolled down their eyes and they 
remained submerged in experiencing ecstasy and blissfulness, Vibhishan and 
Hanuman once again regained their composure and focused their mind to practical 
affairs of this mundane world, to the work at hand that had to be urgently 
accomplished.] 


So, picking up the thread of conversation with Hanuman, Vibhishan told him 
everything about where and in what condition Janaksuta (“janakasuta”; literally the 
daughter of king Janak; i.e. Sita) lived there (in Lanka)’. (3) 


Then Hanuman expressed his desire to meet her, saying to Vibhishan, ‘Listen brother. 
I wish to see mother Sita. [Prithee, please now tell me how I can go and meet Sita 
easily; which would be the convenient way for me. It is day-time, so please tell me 
how I can sneak in undetected; by which path must I enter the place where she is 
incarcerated without causing an alarm.]’ (4) 


Upon this request, Vibhishan disclosed to Hanuman how to manipulate things and 
maneuver his way through the secret path by which he can sneak in the garden where 
Sita sits and go close to her’. 

Armed with this vital piece of information, the son of the wind god took leave 
of Vibhishan and proceeded ahead with his mission. (5) 


[Note—'Earlier in Doha no. 6, Hanuman had told Vibhishan all about himself and 
about Lord Ram. Obviously this narration had informed Vibhishan about the reason 
why Hanuman had come to Lanka. After this initial briefing and introduction, both 
Vibhishan and Hanuman became close friends, so close indeed that they were like two 
siblings who loved each other dearly and were meeting after ages of separation. When 
this emotional storm subsided and they were back in the practical world to face its 
harsh realities, they realized that there are things to be done on priority basis. So now 
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Vibhishan disclosed to Hanuman the site of Sita’s captivity in Lanka, and the 
condition in which she lived there. 

Another important point to note is of the use of the word “janakasuta” for 
Sita. King Janak was an ascetic-king, i.e. though he was a king but internally he was 
an exalted ascetic as he remained detached from all worldly affairs, maintained a 
distance from all material attractions, practices stellar self-control, and enjoyed 
meditation even while appearing to attend to the affairs of the world and doing his 
duties diligently. By employing this epithet of *janakasuta" for Sita Vibhishan meant 
that like her father king Janak, Sita too lived in Lanka like a true ascetic, remaining 
engrossed in meditation, practicing strict self-control, be detached to the world that 
surrounds her, and was able to maintain her calmness and quietude in the midst of the 
turmoil that characterized a land of demons. 


*Vibhishan’s advice came handy to Hanuman as he now was equipped with 
knowledge of the physical topography and plan of the place. With this information it 
was easy for Hanuman to avoid places where it would be easy to detect an outsider; 
he could now pass through some secret corridors and entrance chambers known only 
to a handful of the demons who were either members of the royal family of Lanka like 
Vibhishan himself was, or to a very few of the royal soldiers who were assigned the 
duty as body-guards. Vibhishan must have told Hanuman the time when these few 
body-guards changed their duties, because this was the right time when he could 
safely enter as these guards would then be distracted. 

The fact is that Vibhishan played an extremely crucial and vital role in the 
entire enterprise of freeing Sita and winning the war of Lanka. Firstly, he helped 
Hanuman to locate Sita exactly and guided him to her; and secondly, as we shall read 
in due course, it was Vibhishan’s help that enabled Lord Ram to finally kill Ravana, 
because when all efforts had failed to bring Ravana down Lord Ram looked to 
Vibhishan to tell him the secret of his invincibility, at which Vibhishan disclosed that 
Ravana could only be slayed if the Lord shot an arrow directly at his navel to pierce a 
pitcher that contained the nectar that provides him with eternity, and suck it out. This 
has been narrated in Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. | that precedes 
Doha no. 102—to Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 103.] 
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Hanuman assumed that same form by which he had entered Lanka (i.e. he assumed a 


very small form which was so tiny that no one would pay attention to him), and went 
to the garden known as ‘Ashok’! where Sita lived (or was held captive)*. (6) 


When he saw Sita, Hanuman mentally bowed to her reverentially. He observed that 
she had been sitting still, deeply lost in thoughts. The impression that he got was that 
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she had not slept throughout the night, and had been sitting in the same position for 
quite some time’. (7) 


[In the following verses and the Doha that follows herein below, the pitiable condition 
of Sita is being described. ] 


She was emaciated in her body; on her head there was a thick tuft of matted hairs 
formed by the plait of hairs that had become dry and luster-less. 

Deep down in her anguished heart she was quietly repeating the holy name of 
Lord Raghupati (Ram), remembering the Lord and recounting the long legend of his 
glorious virtues. (8) 


[Note—'When Ravana brought Sita to Lanka, he had put her up in this garden which 
was a royal garden full of beautiful trees. She sat in the shadow of a huge Ashoka 
tree. {Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line no. 26 that precedes 
Doha no. 29.} 

This place was so called as it was so pleasant and comforting that anyone who 
entered it felt relieved of his sorrow, misery and grief. The ‘Ahoka’ tree itself may 
have two connotations, viz. (i) a tree of the species ‘Jonesia Ahoka’ or ‘Saraca 
Indica’; and (ii) a huge shade-providing tree with thick foliage and extended branches. 

This garden also doubled as an orchard because besides having flowering trees 
it also was full of fruit bearing trees. This will be soon evident when Hanuman 
rampaged through it, eating fruits and uprooting trees. {Refer: Ram Charit Manas, 
Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 17—to Chaupai line no. 4 
that precedes Doha no. 18.} 

* The location of the “Ashok grove or garden” where Sita was held captive by 
Ravana was at the epicenter of the developments that led to the ultimate downfall of 
the great demon empire and the slaying of its powerful and invincible king Ravana— 
because it was here that Sita was placed ever since she was brought by Ravana after 
abducting her from Lord Ram’s hermitage in Panchavati, it was here that Hanuman 
met her, it was in this garden that the first battle of the war was fought between 
Hanuman and the forces of Ravana, and it was here that Sita stayed and did severe 
Tapa (suffering hardship for some noble cause, to do penances and austerities) till the 
war finally ended and Lord Ram, who was a manifestation of Lord Vishnu, the 
Supreme Lord of the world, was able to successfully fulfill his promises made to the 
gods and mother earth that he would eliminate the scourge of the evil demons so as to 
free the world of their burden. 

This “Ashok grove or garden” is important for another reason too—for its 
location in Lanka lent its name to the 5" Canto of the epic story of the Ramayana, 
because this Canto is called “Sundar Kand”. Why is this Chapter called “Sundar 
Kand”? 

The reason is very interesting, and it is this: Lanka was established on a great, 
undulating mountain range located in the middle of the southern ocean. It had three 
high summits. This is why the mountain was called ‘Trikoot’ —having three summits. 
The city of Lanka was established on these three summits. {Refer: Ram Charit 
Manas, (i) Baal Kand, Doha no. 178 along with Chaupai line nos. 5-8 that precede it ; 
and (i1) Kishkindha Kand, Chaupai line nos. 11-12 that precede Doha no. 28.} 

These three summits were not the type of conventional conical tips having 
sharp, craggy mass of rocks that we usually find on mountain tops, because such 
summits cannot have a large flourishing city on them. So it is obvious that the three 
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summits of Trikoot were like three high plateaus. The names of these three plateaus 
were ‘Neel’, ‘Sundar’ and ‘Subel’. The first plateau named ‘Neel’ was the sight of the 
grand city of Lanka; the second plateau named ‘Sundar’ was the sight of the Ashok 
garden, and the third plateau named ‘Subel’ was the sight of the battle-field where the 
epic war was fought. 

The second summit was the famed counterpart of the ‘Sumeru’ mountain in 
the north. The Sumeru was inhabited by the gods who lived in the heaven (i.e. in the 
northern direction of the compass pointing symbolically to heaven), while the demons 
lived on ‘Trikoot’ in the mortal world (i.e. in the southern direction of the compass). 
The Trikoot was conceptualized and built to rival Sumeru; it was the capital of the 
demon kingdom of Lanka, and a wonderfully decked-up golden city. 

The third summit was called ‘Sundar’, meaning beautiful and magnificent, 
because its Ashok garden was exceptionally fascinating and charming, and singular 
beauty and magnificence had no rival in the world; special care was taken for its 
upkeep as it was the royal retreat of the kings of Lanka. It is this summit known as 
‘Sundar’ which has been used to name this 5" Canto of the Ramayan for reasons 
explained herein above. 

Out of these three summits, which were flat lands like large plateaus, the one 
on the northern side of the island of Lanka was called ‘Subel’. It is here that Hanuman 
landed when he went to Lanka in search of Sita (refer: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar 
Kand, Chaupai line no. 10 that precedes Doha no. 3), and it is here that Lord Ram 
landed with his army of monkeys and bears when he went to free her and eliminate 
the demons (refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes 
Doha no. 11). 

In both these cases we read that it is from the top of this Mt. Subel that 
Hanuman and Lord Ram surveyed the city of Lanka and its fort that were in the 
southern direction. (Refer: Ram Charit Manas, (i) Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 10 
that precedes Doha no. 3; and (i1) Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha 
no. 13.) 

Therefore it naturally follows that the third summit known as ‘Sundar’, where 
Sita was held captive in its beautiful garden or a forest known as Ashok, was at the 
further end of Lanka, to the south of the Trikoot mountain. 

To wit, Subel was at the northern end, Trikoot at the center, and Sundar at the 
far or the southern end of Lanka. 

Subel was the flat land where the demons used to do physical exercises and 
practice marital art of warfare; it was from here that they would keep an hawk eye on 
the ocean lying on the north because the land mass from where there was any 
possibility of an invasion of Lanka was on this side, a mere 800 miles off the shore of 
Lanka as compared to its other sides where there was no land for thousands of miles 
around. 

Since the summit called ‘Sundar’ was at the far end of Lanka, neither 
Hanuman nor Lord Ram and his ministers could see it and its Ashok grove. From 
Subel they could only see Trikoot, the capital city of the kingdom of Lanka. 

Lanka was initially conceived as a domain city of Kuber, the treasurer of the 
gods; it was constructed by Vishwakarma, the gods’ architect. This being the case, 
Lanka was an image of the abode of the gods in heaven, the city on Mt. Sumeru. 
When Ravana snatched it from Kuber, he made Lanka as the capital of the demon 
race which he headed. Since Lanka rivaled the city of the gods in heaven, its grandeur 
and magnificence can be well imagined. 
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We can site other instances in the Ramayan where the name of a particular 
Canto or Chapter is assigned according to the chief events covered under that Canto, 
or the name of the place which is the epicenter of main events. For example, the 1“ 
Canto is called ‘Baal Kand’ because it deals with the birth and the early life of Lord 
Ram that covers his adolescence. {The word “Baal” means a child or a boy.} 

Similarly, the 2" Canto is called ‘Ayodhya Kand’ because this chapter deals 
with all the developments that led to Lord Ram coming to the forest, and what were 
its consequences for the rest of the kingdom. The 3" Canto is titled ‘Aranya Kand’ 
because it describes the Lord’s journey through the wild forest beyond the borders of 
his kingdom. {The word “Aranya” means dense, wild forest. } 

‘Kishkindha Kand’, the 4" Canto, derives its name from the geographical area 
where the tribal kingdom of the same name where Lord Ram spent the next phase of 
his life, meeting Sugriv, Hanuman, Angad etc., and forging new relationships. 

The Canto where the epic war was fought is appropriately named ‘Lanka 
Kand’. This is the 6" Canto. 

And finally, the last and the concluding Canto, the gu is called ‘Uttar Kand’, 
symbolizing the end of the narration. {The word “Uttar” refers to the concluding part 
of a narrative. } 

The above note clearly explains why the 5" Canto of the Ramayan is 
universally called “Sundar Kand". 


“It was the early morning hours of the day, just after dawn. As we have read above, 
Hanuman met Vibhishan at the time he woke up and pronounced Lord Ram's name. 
Pious and religious people are supposed to rise very early in the morning, much 
before dawn; the generally accepted time is around 4-5 a.m. 

The conversation between Hanuman and Vibhishan must not have lasted long, 
and immediately after that Hanuman went to the garden. 

Therefore, it was the time when the city of Lanka was still half asleep as 
demons were late risers. It ought to be noted that demons are called ‘Nishichara’ 
(nisicara) which literally means ‘one who moves during the night’, which obviously 
means *one who remains active during the night and keeps late hours'. Such creatures 
usually sleep late during day to compensate for loss of sleep during the night. 

To wit, when Hanuman first saw Sita he found her sitting with legs either 
crossed or bent at the knees, her hands encircling her legs and clasped in front, and 
her head hung over her bosom as if she was brooding while crouching or squatting. 
She looked tired and haggard; her hairs were unwashed and tied carelessly into a thick 
bun on her head; and her clothes were virtually ragged and unkempt. The general 
atmosphere of sadness, dejection, gloom and despair hung so heavily around her that 
it was not difficult for Hanuman to get an idea of the gravity of Sita's sufferings 
instantaneously.] 
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Janki (Sita) sat with her lustreless eyes cast down and fixed at her feet, while her 
Mana (mind and heart) was fixed on the holy lotus-like feet of Lord Ram’. 

When the son of the wind god thus saw her pitiable condition of 
overwhelming misery and despair, he was filled with utter grief and sorrow. (Doha 
no. 8) 


[Note—'This is a posture usually common with people who have lost their dear ones, 
and are in a stupefied condition of excess of grief and despair. A person who deeply 
grieves for someone who is very dear to one’s heart would sit quietly and forlorn in a 
corner, lost in his own thoughts, and looking blankly at no where in particular. 

Sita sat with a lowered head; she constantly looked down towards the ground 
with low-cast eyes transfixed as if in a dazed stupor, so emotionally shocked and 
anguished she was. She did not sleep in the night, and her constant gaze made her 
eyes bloodshot. Her mind and heart, meanwhile, were engrossed in remembering Lord 
Ram; she fixed her attention on the holy feet of the Lord as a means of finding some 
solace and succour in the face of abject despair and hopelessness. 

Happy events, cheerful days and moments of laughter of her past life glided 
across her mind like fluffy white clouds floating across the firmament during winter. 
She recollected the playful days of her childhood and happy days spent in dreaming 
during her youth, she remembered the day of the Bow-breaking ceremony when she 
had so fervently prayed to all the gods and deities she ever paid her respects to so that 
Lord Ram would break the bow and marry her, she vividly recollected how she had 
literally jumped with exhilaration and ecstasy when her prayers were indeed answered 
and the Lord snapped the bow with a thunderous roar that reverberated throughout the 
world and deafened one and all, but which sounded like sweet music to her ears, the 
memory of the moments of her putting the victory garland around the Lord’s neck 
came clear as crystal to her mind, and she drew a deep breath and gasped in agony, 
she recollected the details of her marriage ceremony in its finest and closest detail, she 
remembered how lovingly she was welcomed in her in-law’s household where she 
found love in abundance, even surpassing that she was accustomed to at her father’s 
place at Lanka, the joyful days of married life she spent with her beloved husband 
Lord Ram in Ayodhya and the sudden strike of misfortune that turned the world 
around her when the Lord was asked to go to the forest for fourteen long years came 
rushing to her memory like a train of white clouds followed by a menacing bank of 
dark clouds that obscures the sunlight and turns the sky dark and gloomy, she 
recalled the moment when she decided to accompany the Lord to the forest, his 
attempts to dissuade her because the horrors she would face in the wild would be too 
unbearable for her, and the firmness with which she had said ‘no, she won’t stay 
back’ and the Lord gave his consent to her to follow him, then she remembered those 
long days and months of the years they, she and her beloved Lord Ram as well as her 
son-like brother-in-law Laxman, had spent happily wandering in the forest, enjoying a 
carefree life like birds freed from a gilded cage do, smiling and wondering at the vast 
vista of beauty of Mother Nature that spread before her eyes all around, and imbibing 
the nectar of un-describable happiness and sweetness that was all hers to drink as 
much as she wished during the days, months and years gone by. 

Sita was lost in this pleasant reverie, and during these sweet musings and 
happy recollections that went past the canvas of her memory like bright charming 
pictures cast on a screen that mesmerize the spectator so much that he forgets all 
about himself and his surroundings, Sita was in a state of stupor as she sat dazed and 
immobile, staring at the ground like a frozen picture cast in a frame, and now and then 
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she would sigh or gasp in agony, drawing a deep breath and making exerting her 
remaining strength to hold back the hot tears that wished to roll down her cheeks like 
lava from a pent-up volcano. 

Remember my dear readers, the ‘Sita’ whom we see here is a ‘shadow or an 
image or an apparition of the real Sita’ because she has been put in the safe custody of 
the Fire God by Lord Ram at the beginning of this unfortunate phase of the Story. 
{Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-5 that precede Doha 
no. 24.} 

Different shades of thoughts passed over the firmament of Sita’s mind. She 
was at once gloomy and dejected for one moment, feeling that she was rapidly sinking 
in an abyss, because despairing thoughts of doom and helplessness clouded her brow 
like banks of thick dark clouds that obscure the light of the sun, then at the next 
moment this cloud floated past and bright sunshine shone through as she remembered 
Lord Ram’s love for her, his unparallel valour, strength and abilities, and she was sure 
that sooner or later she would be resurrected by the Lord only if she managed to hold 
on for some more time. 

Buffeted in this way between abject gloom and light of hope she finally 
decided to follow the maxim of life: that to have faith, to wait, and to hope, are the 
fundamental pillars of life, for if there is no faith, if there is no hope, and if one 
doesn’t have the patience to wait then life would lose its meaning. So therefore, she 
took a firm resolution to gather all her courage and wits together, to hope for her 
redemption, to wait for the arrival of the Lord, to have faith in her love and devotion 
for him, to give Providence time to regret for its errors, if they be any, and repent by 
bringing cheer back to her. 

During these testing times of misfortune, she also discovered another truth of 
life: that when one is always enjoying happiness and goodness of life he does not 
realize how fortunate he has been, and he accuses the Lord God for the slightest 
feeling of uneasiness if, even for a moment, things do not happen the way he wants 
them to happen; but when he slips in a deep cavern of grief, sadness and despair 
where no sunlight enters, only then he begins to realize how merciful and benevolent 
the Lord God had been towards him when the Lord had been showering him with 
bountiful blessings pouring down upon him like rainfall, for now he begins to contrast 
his present situation of misery with the bright days of happiness when even the 
slightest deviation from the routine of cheer and joy had made him accuse the Lord of 
being cruel to him or neglecting him. Woe to him, for now he curses himself instead 
of cursing the merciful Lord. The contrast makes him wisened and pray to the Lord 
God, saying in supplication, “Oh my dearest Lord; please forgive me for my 
foolishness and once again show your everlasting grace on me as you had always 
been showing to me ere I stupidly accused of neglecting or being harsh to me, and I 
vow to you that I will never ever complain. Nay, not only not complain, but I will 
spend the rest of my life thanking you myself and telling the world my story so that 
others who are as stupid as me would learn a lesson before it is too late for them.” 

These and sundry other like thoughts clouded her brow and filled her agonized 
mind as she sat there under the shade of the tree in the Ashok garden. ] 


dio. We USTs We Tal Ceres | hes STO end ST TS i 9 M 
Wf staat Wat Te strat aT aT ag fea aaa I 2 UI 
ag fat ae date agga DHT art STU Ye Que ii 3 N 


642 


caupat. 


taru pallava mahuni raha luka'i. kara'i bicara karaurh ka bha't. 1. 
tehi avasara ravanu taham ava. sanga nari bahu ki'em' banava. 2. 
bahu bidhi khala sitahi samujhava. sama dana bhaya bheda dekhava. 3. 


Hanuman hid himself in the thick foliage of the tree under whose shade Sita sat in a 
gloomy and melancholic state, contemplating in his mind the next action he should 
take, and talking to himself, ‘Come brother, what should I do next?” (1) 


Just at that moment Ravana came to that spot; he was accompanied by a horde of 
ladies who were gaily adorned in many different ways’. (2) 


That wicked fellow tried his best to convince Sita (to surrender herself to him), using 
all the tricks he could think of: such as employing polite persuasion, tempting her 
with gifts and treasures, using threats and coercive methods, and showing her the 
difference it would make to her situation if she conceded to his demands on the one 
hand, and the suffering she would have to endure if she refused his overtures on the 
other hand’. (3) 


[Note—'What was Hanuman thinking of during those moments; what was the reason 
of his uncertainty and procrastination? The answer is this: He had seen Sita sitting in a 
meditative posture, remembering Lord Ram and muttering silently the Lord’s holy 
name. She appeared like a female ascetic deeply immersed in her spiritual practice. It 
is absolutely wrong to disturb an ascetic during the time he or she is submerged deep 
in meditation and remembering the Supreme Being; it would be a highly sinful thing 
to disturb an ascetic during this time. So Hanuman thought that he is obliged to wait, 
at least till the time Sita got up to attend to some of her routine chores of the day, such 
as to attend to Nature’s call, wash her mouth, eat something in order to survive, and 
so on. 

But he could not be sure when that will be; perhaps she may remain sitting 
thus for the whole day; or may be she would be taken away to some other place for 
confinement as a precaution by her captors to avoid her being detected by a spy sent 
by her husband; or may be some fierce demon guard may come to guard her by the 
time Hanuman had the opportunity to introduce himself to her. 

He also feared that if he suddenly stood before her it would break her stupor, 
and she would be so shocked that she may die due to it even before Hanuman had the 
time to speak a word. Supposing she screamed when she saw him; this would surely 
be catastrophic. He did not wish to create a scene before introducing himself to Sita 
and conveying Lord Ram’s message to her. 

Time was precious and it was running out fast. This worried Hanuman as he 
waited behind the leaves, unable to decide what next to do. But this wait proved to be 
a blessing in disguise for him, for soon Ravana arrived there with quite a few females 
in tow. Then Hanuman thanked God for his delay in introducing himself to Sita, for 
had he done so and was found with her at the time Ravana came there, all hell would 
have broken loose and Sita would have been put to grave risk. 


“It ought to be noted that Ravana did not approach Sita alone; he was accompanied by 
a number of females. These females may have been demonesses or ladies whom he 
had brought to Lanka as trophies of his many conquests. Nevertheless, he did not 
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approach Sita alone as he wished to be sure that no one would ever accuse him of 
doing any physical wrong to her while she was in seclusion; the presence of not one 
or two but many females during his interaction with Sita pre-empted and prevented 
such evil accusations. 

Another important point is this: He never allowed male demons to come near 
Sita; only female demons were allowed to guard her. This was another precaution 
Ravana took for the physical safety of Sita, and to ensure her privacy, self-respect and 
dignity. He did not want to take the risk of allowing male demons to in any way defile 
the purity and chastity of Sita even by their promiscuous glances or lustful thoughts. 


*Remember: Ravana had brought Sita and put her in this garden with due respect that 
he would have given to his mother, and also with the awareness that she may prove to 
be the source of his deliverance from the sinful body of a demon if he could induce 
Lord Ram to come and kill him to free Sita. These facts are clearly hinted in (1) Ram 
Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-5 that precede Doha no. 23; (ii) 
Adhyatma Ramayan, Aranya Kand, Canto 6, verse nos. 30-31; 37; and Canto 7, verse 
no. 65. 

Like Lord Ram who had concealed his true identity of the all-knowing 
Supreme Lord of the world, who had himself designed the plan of Sita’s abduction to 
make it a pretext of eliminating the scourge of the evil demons but acted and behaved 
in such a way that he had no inkling of what had happened to her, weeping for her and 
searching for her like an ordinary human being, Ravana too wanted to act his part of a 
demon to perfection. This is the only and the one reason why he seemed to behave 
lustfully towards Sita, pretending to tempt her and even coerce her to surrender 
herself to his carnal desires and sensual pleasures. 

So though Ravana pretended to have lustful designs on Sita, though he 
threatened her of dire consequences, though he tempted her and teased her—but he 
never actually harmed her physically or touched her inappropriately. This is 
remarkable for a demon like Ravana who was famed for his pervert and promiscuous 
nature. | 
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Ravana said, ‘Oh the wise and intelligent one who has a pretty face (sumukhi 
sayant); listen to me (sunu). Look, there is Mandodari and many other queens in my 
palace’. (4) 


I promise to you that I would be your servant if only you would look at me but once.” 


(5) 


[Note—'To wit, Ravana assured Sita that she would be well looked after, and she 
would have other ladies such as Mandodari and other queens to give her company. 
She will not feel alone; she would enjoy all the royal privileges that other females did. 
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*This clearly shows that Sita has not looked at Ravana even once after he had 
abducted her. In the context of his inner feelings whereby he had brought her with a 
desire to attain liberation and deliverance from his demon life through her medium, 
and also with a view that she was like a mother to him, this request of Ravana 
assumes a different meaning than what it appears to be on the surface. 

There is a plea for mercy hidden in the heart of Ravana when he asks Sita to 
look at his face; he knows that if Sita, whom he treated like a ‘mother’, looked up and 
saw him, she would immediately feel pity for his demonic body and have mercy for 
his soul. She would immediately read what was in his mind as any mother would in 
the case of her child. Sita would see a prayer on Ravana’s quivering lips; she would 
see a plea for mercy in his eyes welling up with tears; she would observe how he 
bows his head subtly before her both in reverence and in shame; she would read his 
face to understand his inner thoughts and what was going on in his thumping heart. 

But Sita did not look up. Why? Was she merciless; was she not a mother 
willing to do everything for her child? No, it is not that. The real reason is different, 
and this reason saddened Sita’s heart too at the subtle plane. It is this: If she showed 
any compassion to Ravana and spared him from death, what would be the result? 
There would be no war, and thus the cruel demons who had unleashed a reign of 
terror on the world, and for the end of which terror the Supreme Lord had to come 
personally on the prayers of the gods and mother earth—these demons won’t die, and 
the scourge would continue as before. In fact the disease symbolised by the demons 
may even increase manifold because Ravana would be emboldened with the 
knowledge that the Mother of the world in the person of Sita has become benevolent 
upon him and has promised her protection to him. This would mean the whole 
exercise would become null and void. 

Sita, being the ‘Mother of the world’, brooded on this point; she concluded 
that she cannot show grace upon this single child of hers at the cost of allowing the 
rest of the world suffer at his hands because all the living beings were her off-spring. 
It was in the thus in the larger interest of this world that Sita refused to look up at 
Ravana. | 
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we a aft arte areal (arem frersr emer aE drét i « i 


trna dhari ota kahati baidehi. sumiri avadhapati parama sanéhi. 6. 

sunu dasamukha khadyota prakasa. kabahurmi ki nalini kara'i bikasa. 7. 
asa mana samujhu kahati janaki. khala sudhi nahim raghubira bana ki. 8. 
satha suném hari anehi mohi. adhama nilajja laja nahim tohr. 9. 


Keeping a blade of grass between herself and Ravana', and remembering and 
invoking the Lord of Ayodhya (Lord Ram) who was very dear to her (sumiri 
avadhapati parama sanéhi), Vaidehi (Sita; the one who had no physical body as 
she was only an image or an apparition of her true self) spoke indignantly, rebuffing 
Ravana sternly, and telling him in unequivocal terms to mind his tongue and behave 
himself --- (6) 
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‘Listen, oh you ten-headed monster! Can a lotus flower ever expect to bloom in the 
feeble light of the fire-fly?”’ (7) 


Janki (Sita) warned Ravana, ‘Ponder over what I have just said; think over it. You 
wretched fellow; you are not acquainted with Lord Ram’s arrows. 

[To wit, you do not know the fire that spews forth from the arrows shot by the 
Lord; this fire would burn you and your race to ashes. You do not realize your doom 
in your haughtiness and arrogance. Be ware!] (8) 


You wicked and sinful rogue! You had abducted me when you found me alone in the 
hermitage. Oh you lowly and fallen one; aren’t you ashamed of yourself? Shame to 
you and your manhood! 

[If you had the guts, why did you not openly challenge Lord Ram and defeat 
him in battle to bring me like you had done in the case of other women whom you had 
brought as trophies of your wars? You rascal and pervert creature! It was because you 
were terrified of Lord Ram and had no stomach to face his arrows. And now you 
show yourself before a helpless woman. You should bury yourself in the muck of 
shame and guilt! Woe betide the wretch who stole me like a thief, imagining that he 
would lay his evil hands on me, forgetting that no one has ever been able to hold a 
shadow, which, unfortunately for this foolish one, I indeed am. You, in an attempt to 
use me as a ransom tool, have, on the other hand, dug your own grave.]^ (9) 


[Note—'It is not deemed to be a good etiquette, it is not civil and polite in Indian 
culture for a married woman to talk to a male stranger directly, especially when her 
husband is not present. So therefore, Sita looked at a twig or a blade of grass in front 
of her, and used it as a medium to address Ravana. She appeared to talk with this 
inanimate twig or grass blade when replying to the demon king. 

It also implies that she had not raised her head while replying, but kept her 
gaze fixed on the ground where the grass was. 

There are two other reasons why Sita kept a twig or a blade of grass in front of 
her while replying to Ravana: One is that she wished to tell him that as far as she was 
concerned, Ravana was no better than that lifeless and useless piece lying at her feet 
on the ground, and soon his fate would also be like it as the fierce fire of the 
impending war would reduce his entire clan to ashes as easily as a fire burns a dry 
twig or a blade of grass to ashes. 

The other reason is very significant—it is well known that Sita was born of 
Mother Earth, as king Janak had found her in a pitcher while clearing the ground to 
perform a fire sacrifice. (Refer: Adhyatma Ramayan, Baal Kand, Canto 6, verse nos. 
59-60.) 

Grass is born from earth, and so Sita regarded ‘grass’ as her symbolic brother. 
Hence, she kept her *brother', the blade of grass, between herself and her tormentor 
Ravana when talking with the latter, to ensure that her ‘brother’ would stand guard for 
her safety. Perhaps Ravana understood this subtle message as he did not venture either 
to use force on her or come even a wee bit nearer to Sita. 


?The lotus flower opens its petals during the day when bright sunlight falls on it. It 
will of course not unfold by and other light, especially one as dim and flickering as 
that emitted by the fire-fly. Here, Sita compares the glory and magnificence of 
Ravana to the feeble and flickering light of the fire-fly, and Ravana himself to this 
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insect. Since Sita uses the metaphor of the lotus flower, if follows that by implication 
she is referring to Lord Ram who is likened to the splendorous sun because the lotus 
flower opens its petals in sunlight. She says that Ravana is inconsequential and 
without any worth when compared to Lord Ram. 


?Then she sternly warns him that enough was enough, and henceforth he must stop 
tormenting her. Is he not aware of the powers and potentials of Lord Ram’s arms? If 
he is a great and mighty warrior who claims to have conquered the heaven and the 
earth, then why does he not face Lord Ram directly in a duel and subjugate him 
instead of threatening a helpless and weary woman. Abducting a terrified and 
weeping woman who is alone at home is a cowardly and despicable act; what then he 
speaks so boastfully and loudly of his majesty and magnificence, what claim does he 
have of power and strength, for he is no better than a thief who dares not face the 
master of the house when he comes crouching through the back door during the 
darkness of the night, or a jackal or a hyena who steals the meal left over by a lion? 
Woe to Ravana; shame to him and his race! Why does he not bury himself in an 
avalanche of shame, dishonour, guilt, remorse and regret; why does the earth not open 
up in an abyss to devour such a mean and vile creature as he? 


In this context, we can recollect a Psalm of the Holy Bible where what is said therein 
would reflect how Sita would have cursed Ravana who was tormenting her. Now, let 
us read this Psalm from The Holy Bible, Old Testament, Psalm 52/1-9:- 


1: Why boastest thou thyself in mischief, O mighty man? the goodness of God 
endureth continually. 

2: Thy tongue deviseth mischiefs; like a sharp rasor, working deceitfully. 

3: Thou lovest evil more than good; and lying rather than to speak righteousness. 

4: Thou lovest all devouring words, O thou deceitful tongue. 

5: God shall likewise destroy thee for ever, he shall take thee away, and pluck thee 
out of thy dwelling place, and root thee out of the land of the living. 

6: The righteous also shall see, and fear, and shall laugh at him: 

7: Lo, this is the man that made not God his strength; but trusted in the abundance of 
his riches, and strengthened himself in his wickedness. 

8: But I am like a green olive tree in the house of God: I trust in the mercy of God for 
ever and ever. 

9: I will praise thee for ever, because thou hast done it: and I will wait on thy name; 
for it is good before thy saints. 


It was truly such a stern rebuke for Ravana, especially in front of the women who had 
accompanied him, that he must have felt highly insulted and humiliated. He must 
have squirmed in anger and vowed his vengeance upon Sita, which surely he did as 
we read in the Doha no. 9 that follows herein below. | 


dio. aq aft Getta wa wate ST] Garr 
Tee Te Ut ene site arent atta afro il e ui 
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apuhi suni khadyota sama ramahi bhanu samana. 
parusa bacana suni kadhi asi bola ati khisi'ana. 9. 


Hearing himself being likened to the fire-fly, and by implication Lord Ram to the sun, 
and hearing Sita's stern words of rebuke, Ravana lost his cool and became furious. He 
felt extremely humiliated, and becoming exasperated and peeved, he drew his sword 
and said angrily --- (Doha no. 9) 


do. dha d WH pa star | nE aa far fon qur 2 ti 
"fé a wufe ary an art pue eeu sitet erdt t 2 t 


caupat. 


sita tairn mama krta apamana. katiha'um tava sira kathina krpana. 1. 
nahim ta sapadi manu mama bani. sumukhi hoti na ta jivana hant. 2. 


Ravana was indignant and angry. He said vehemently, ‘Sita, you have insulted and 
humiliated me (in front of the females who accompany me). [Now, this is too much 
for me to bear.] I shall cut-off your head with me infallible sword which strikes hard. 


(1) 


Or you must soon agree to what I say. Otherwise, oh the sweet faced One (sumukhi)!, 
your life would be in danger. [To wit, if you wish to preserve yourself, give consent to 
my proposal, for otherwise I shall slay you with this sword of mine.]’ (2) 


[Note—'By using the term *sumukhi" for Sita, Ravana means that he would have 
surely killed her right at that moment for insulting him, as slighting a king in his own 
kingdom invites immediate punishment, especially when the king is directly abused 
by the offender, which amounts to a grave crime no less than sacrilege, but for the 
moment he spares her life just because he does not want to kill such a pretty woman. 

This interpretation is endorsed in Valmiki's Ramayana, Sundar Kand, Canto 
22, verse nos. 4-6.] 


TAT PAIS GTA GA Fat DUI ast HAT ae HH TAH AT I 3 II 

"t sper che fen da SS SAT Dp AS SS Wat WA ATU Y UI 
Uses BS AA Rand aA fare Stet ASAT Ut UI 

videt faa cee at ant lee Atal Se HH qu ANT 8 I 


syama saroja dama sama sundara. prabhu bhuja kari kara sama 
dasakandhara. 3. 

so bhuja kantha ki tava asi ghora. sunu satha asa pravana pana mora. 4. 
candrahasa haru mama paritapam. raghupati biraha anala sanjatam. 5. 
sitala nisita bahasi bara dhara. kaha sita haru mama dukha bhara. 6. 


[Sita replied—] ‘The arms of my dear Lord (Ram) are as lovely as a string of blue 
lotuses, and they are as shapely, long and muscular as the trunk of an elephant. Oh 
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you ten-headed One (dasakandhara)'! Listen; can your ugly arms ever be a match 
for the arms of the Lord? (3) 


I make a solemn vow before you, oh wicked fool, that it is either those arms of the 
Lord (Sri Ram) or your sword that will have my neck. 

[To wit, I will never surrender to you, I will never bow before you evil crook, 
and I will never become a prey of your pervert designs. Woe to you, oh fool. I would 
prefer death by your sword rather than submitting myself to a foul and mean monster 
like you.]’ (4) 


[Then Sita turned to the gleaming sword of Ravana and addressed it as follows—] 
‘Oh candrahasa? (a curved sword that is shaped like a crescent moon)! Please 
remove the immense suffering and misery that I am being subjected to due to my 
separation from Lord Raghupati (Sri Ram). [To wit, strike me and kill me so that my 
sufferings and torments come to an instant end.]? (5) 


You look cool, you have an excellent sharp edge, and you look able to remove my 
sufferings.’ 

Sita said to this Sword (of Ravana), ‘Prithee of Sword, I earnestly request you 
to end my sufferings and torments forthwith as they are so immense and intense that I 
can’t cope with them any longer.’ (6) 


[Note—'It ought to be noted that the actual word used in the text for Ravana is 
“dasakandhara”, which literally means ‘ten shoulders’. [“dasa” = ten; “kandhara” 
= shoulder. This in practical terms means ‘ten heads’ because each shoulder of 
Ravana supported a neck and a head. 


?The word “candrahasa” literally means ‘that which laughs at the moon and puts it to 
shame because its shine and curve are better than that of the moon'. This sword of 
Ravana was very attractive as it had a gleaming surface which glittered in sunlight 
with a brilliance that was better than that of the disc of the moon; its edge was well 
curved, sharp and smooth, better than the rough and ragged edge of the crescent 
moon. This sword was like a war sickle or a scimitar. 

Here, the Sword has been personified. 


?Ravana has already threatened to kill Sita with this sword. So now Sita asks it to 
carry out its lord's orders, and she is ready to oblige it.] 


Gad Set OPT HR aar i naaa cafe Hf Sp N o Ui 
mela Gael Meats ates i aè ag fate mag wg Uc 1 
are face We eta aT I À A ante efe PAT s M 


sunata bacana puni marana dhava. mayatanayam kahi niti bujhava. 7. 
kahési sakala nisicarinha bola’. sitahi bahu bidhi trasahu ja’. 8. 
masa divasa mahum kaha na mana. tau maim marabi kadhi krpana. 9. 
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When Ravana heard the words of Sita (that she is willing to die instead of yielding to 
his pervert overtures), he became excessively exasperated; he drew his sword and 
dashed forward to kill her’. 

[Sita had addressed the sword. So Ravana unsheathed it and got ready to strike 
it, as if saying, “Alright, as you wish. Here is your prayer answered. The Sword 
comes to embrace your neck!"] 

At that moment, the daughter of the demon Maye, i.e. Mandodari, the wife of 
Ravana and the chief queen, stepped forward to stop him. She somehow pacified him 
with words of good counsel". (7) 


Then Ravana summoned all the female demon guards, and ordered them to go and 
subject Sita to a lot of torments. (8) 


He declared, *If she does not agree to what I say within a period of one month, then I 
shall surely kill her by striking her with this sword.” (9) 


[Note— The fact that Ravana rushed or dashed forward towards Sita with a drawn 
sword proves that he was standing at a reasonable distance from her. He wished to 
maintain Sita's dignity and honour by not getting too close to her during the initial 
phase of conversation. As we have already noted earlier, though he acted in a most 
pervert and despicable way, threatening her to surrender herself to him, he internally 
respected her as he knew that she was the Mother of the world, and that she would 
become an instrument for his soul's redemption; the way he externally behaved, 
however, was for public consumption only. 


^Mandodari advised her husband to cool down; things done in haste are never good. 
The world will laugh at him that he got provoked by a distressed woman's words; the 
world will scorn at him that he killed an unarmed woman. Besides this, if he had 
brought Sita with the intention that he would find deliverance when the Supreme 
Being in the form of Lord Ram kills his demonic body, then killing Sita would be 
counter-productive because then the chances are that Lord Ram may return back as no 
purpose would be served in fighting a bloody war when the objective of freeing Sita 
was already defeated. 

So the best thing was to have patience, and give Sita some time to think and 
reconsider her position. Perhaps she may give her consent and Ravana's wishes may 
be fulfilled. But killing her in a fit of rage is totally uncalled for. 


?During the conversation between Ravana and Sita, the demoness guards stood at a 
distance in deference to their king Ravana, and to maintain decorum and etiquette. So 
now he calls them near to issue his orders. 


^This threat was a blessing in disguise for Sita, as it would insure that she would 
continue to focus her attention on Lord Ram and pray to the Almighty to arrange her 
meeting with the Lord. When a person is certain of death, he or she loses all interests 
in this world, and remains focused on the Lord God, praying for the soul's 
deliverance, redemption, emancipation and salvation. To wit, this period of one month 
would give Sita time to do Tapa (austerity and penance) for her purification; it will be 
the time when she could do Yoga (meditation) and Dhyan (contemplation).] 
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ao. War TRIS Gehen gat fara sia i 
tafe ara erafz anf wu aE tia t 20 N 
dóhà. 


bhavana gaya'u dasakandhara iham pisacini brnda. 
sitahi trasa dékhavahim dharahim rüpa bahu manda. 10. 


After giving his instructions to the female demon guards (as mentioned in the 
previous verses), the ten-headed One (Ravana) went back to his palace. 

Meanwhile, these fiendish and cruel demonesses (pisacini brnda) showed all 
eagerness and diligence to carry out the orders of their lord by terrifying Sita with the 
use of harsh threatening words, and assuming all sorts of fearful forms’. (Doha no. 
10) 


[Note—'The word used in the text for these female demon guards deputed to exert 
pressure on Sita is "pisacini". It implies that they were cruel, fiendish and wicked to 
extreme, for they derived great sadistic pleasure in torturing others, at least mentally if 
not physically. It is to be carefully noted here that no one actually harmed Sita 
physically; all the torments to which she was subjected were limited either to verbal 
abuses, threats, intimidations and insinuations or to creating fear in her mind by 
menacing sights of terrifying forms and horrifying gestures that would send a person 
cowering for cover, trembling all over and gasping for breath. 

But Sita remained calm and unruffled in the face of these provocations. She 
knew that Ravana has just given her a month's time (Chaupai line no. 9 herein above), 
and so no harm would come to her within that period. So therefore she still has time to 
‘hope’, for ‘hope is life’, and ‘giving up hope is death’. 

One month is not a short period, and ample chances were there that if she 
‘maintained her faith and continued to hope’, i.e. she lived during this testing time, 
then Lord Ram would come to her rescue and free her. With this conviction Sita 
decided that she would not oblige these wicked demonesses by responding to them 
and giving them a chance to have a nice pastime at her expense. The best way to 
torment her tormentors was to neglect them completely and remain fearless, as this 
would frustrate them and make them tear out their hairs madly in anger and disgust. 
The effect would be that instead of making Sita suffer they themselves would suffer 
horribly at their failure; and the more they failed and threw greater tantrums the more 
it would give Sita a chance to have a nice pastime seeing their paroxysms of hilarious 
behaviour that comes with one losing one’s senses, or as if they have been suddenly 
afflicted by chorea wherein they are performing Saint Vitus’ dance. 

To wit, Sita’s confidence, self-restraint, reserve, patience and faith due to 
which she completely neglected these fiends created a piquant scenario where it was 
she who enjoyed the mad dance of these rascals rather than giving them an 
opportunity to derive any pleasure by seeing Sita terrified and weeping for mercy! ] 


"dio. Geer TH Tevet Wert TT ae thet Prat AAT i 8 N 
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caupat. 
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trijata nama racchasi eka. rama carana rati nipuna bibeka.1. 
sabanhau boli suna'esi sapana. sitahi se'i karahu hita apana. 2. 


Amongst the demoness guards was one old lady named Trijata. She had deep 
affection for Lord Ram's holy feet (as she was a pious soul with a spiritual bearing), 
and was very wise and prudent’. (1) 


She called all her companions (the female demon guards) together, and sharing with 
them a wondrous and fearful dream that she had dreamt, she warned them about its 
implications as follows, *Ensure your good and welfare by serving Sita (because if 
you don't listen to my advice and continue to make her suffer, than mind you, all of 
you would be doomed; I'll tell you just now why it would be so; listen carefully). (2) 


[Note—'Trijata was probably the demoness in charge of the detachment of guards 
deputed to keep a watch on Sita. Trijata was the senior most amongst them. It ought to 
be noted here that only female demons (demonesses) were put on guard duty for Sita; 
male demons were not allowed in her vicinity. 

By appointing Trijata to guard Sita, Ravana wished to make it sure that 
beyond a limit Sita was not subjected to too harsh a treatment at the hands of other 
demonesses. Trijata was Sita's constant companion and soul mate during her 
confinement in Lanka; in due course of time she became Sita's best friend and 
confidante in whom she used to confide her thoughts and emotions. Trijata helped 
Sita by comforting her from time to time; she used to keep her hopes high, and at 
times when Sita was in troughs of depression and overcome by dejection Trijata 
would cheer her up and motivate her to keep up her faith and keep hoping because she 
would surely find redemption soon. This was Trijata's singular contribution towards 
fulfilling the divine mission of the Supreme Being inasmuch as she shielded Sita from 
any physical harm from any of the cruel demonesses who surrounded her at all times, 
and give moral support and companionship to Sita in times of despair and desolation. 

As we shall read below, she wisely managed to send all the demonesses away 
from the spot, leaving Sita alone and freed from further harassment; otherwise these 
fiendish female demon guards would have continued to tease and torture Sita 
endlessly.] 


"Ue TAT Cea SY | STAT SAT AST ATT Ut 3 I 
RK ses TM Guru | Aisa fax fes yt STAT Uv Ul 
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sapanem banara lanka jari. jatudhana sena saba mari. 3. 
khara arürha nagana dasasisa. mundita sira khandita bhuja bisa. 4. 
ehi bidhi so dacchina disi ja’. lahka manahum bibhisana pa^. 5. 


In that dream a monkey (banara) had burnt the whole of Lanka, and had killed the 
entire demon army (or at least the major part of it). (3) 


I also saw that the ten-headed Ravana was naked and riding a donkey; he had his head 
tonsured and all his twenty arms were severed’. (4) 
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In this way he was proceeding towards the south direction (indicative of going to hell, 
the nether or the lower world), and Vibhishan had got the kingdom of Lanka (i.e. he 
was crowned as its king)’. (5) 


[Note—'Riding a donkey with his head shaved indicated that Ravana had been 
completely defeated by a powerful adversary who had paraded him naked on a 
donkey in the city to signal his former subjects that he had been vanquished. 

His twenty arms were chopped off as a cruel punishment inflicted upon him in 
the war. 


Then, he was banished from Lanka and sent to exile as a prisoner of war to some 
remote island south of the city. It also might mean that he was being chased out of the 
city to go to hell. After that, his brother Vibhishan was crowned the king of Lanka. 

It is believed that Yam, the god of death and guardian of hell, lives in the 
south. So therefore, ‘going in the south direction’ means two things—one is death, 
and the other is hell.] 


"WR fünf TIA Slats aT us] fW eHfer Tors N S 1 
ae BUT H Hes wer | eels uer fer aT o N 
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nagara phiri raghubira doha't. taba prabhu sita boli patha’l. 6. 
yaha sapana maim kaha'um pukārī. ho'ihi satya ga'em dina cari. 7. 
tasu bacana suni te saba darim. janakasuta ke carananhi parim. 8. 


The victory of Lord Ram was proclaimed throughout the city (of Lanka) by beating of 
the drum. Then the Lord summoned Sita and ordered that she be brought to him. (6) 


I can affirm without hesitation that this dream would become true before four days 
have passed (i.e. in a very short period of time)'.’ (7) 


When the demonesses guarding Sita heard of this terrifying dream, they were all 
scared out of their wits, and all of them fell down at her feet (begging Sita to forgive 
them for any trouble they gave her, and spare them punishment and death)’. (8) 


[Note— The phrase ‘within four days’ is simply a figure of speech in colloquial 
language to mean ‘a very short time’. So Trijata meant that whatever she has said 
would happen shortly. 


^When the demonesses heard this prophesy of doomsday, they became sore affright 
for their own safety. Thanks to Trijata's wisdom and contrivance, there was 
immediate relief for Sita as the demonesses, who had been creating nuisance for her, 
themselves became terrified, and they stopped tormenting her from that instant. Not 
only that, they pleaded with Sita to show mercy on them and spare them punishment. 
Realizing that Ravana's future was in doldrums, these selfish demonesses had no 
regrets in disobeying his commands; they determined that their own good lay in 
keeping Sita in good humour rather than trying to please Ravana who is to die soon. 
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This is an important signal—that the demons obeyed and fought for Ravana as 
they thought he was invincible and had supreme power. The demons were extremely 
selfish creatures, and were more interested in enjoying the pleasures of life and the 
spoils of various wars that came to them easily due to Ravana who won on the 
strength of boons granted to him by the creator Brahma than owing any serious 
allegiance and loyalty to him par se. 

During our reading of this Story, when we will read about the Burning of 
Lanka by Hanuman, and later on during the course of the War itself, as narrated in 
Kavitawali Ramayan, we shall see how the citizens of Lanka curse Ravana for his 
stupidity that had brought ruin to the city and caused so much suffering to its 
inhabitants. 

Presently however, when these demonesses returned home they surely must 
have confided with their partners about what Trijata had told them. But probably it 
had no or little effect on the male demons as they were too egoist, arrogant and 
haughty to believe in their defeat and Ravana’s subjugation merely on the basis of 
some wild dream conjured up by an old and stupid demoness whom they thought was 
perchance out of her head.] 


clo. We de T$ Wehet aa Atal He A IS I 

ara fee aid are ate Fara ure t 22 u 
doha. 
jaham taham ga'irn sakala taba sita kara mana soca. 
masa divasa bitēm mohi marihi nisicara poca. 11. 


After that, when all the demoness guards dispersed and went away in different 
directions, Sita found herself alone and began to brood’. 
When one month will be over, the lowly demon would kill me. (Doha no. 11) 


[Note—'Till the time the demonesses were around, they were creating so much noise 
and nuisance that Sita had no time to think of anything; she was very disturbed. But 
when these wicked creatures went away, there was silence and peace around her. It 
was then that Sita got some time to brood and think of her misfortunes once again. 
She once again sank in despair and despondency, worrying what would happen to her 
after the expiry of one month.] 


"dio. fremere sitet eni ait are ferafer SRI ei ANT g ul 
wi ce He Aft surg | que farg stat Ale Ale SS US I 
arf cate Te furem ars Ag SAT OP efs en s 
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caupat. 

trijata sana bolim kara jori. matu bipati sangini taim mori. 1. 

tajaum deha karu begi upa't. dusaha birahu aba nahim sahi ja’. 2. 

ani katha racu cita bana'l. matu anala puni dehi laga'. 3. 
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satya karahi mama priti sayani. sunai ko Sravana sila sama bani. 4. 


[Sita felt that Trijata had been a god-sent angel for her in times of misery and gloom, 
for it was she who had wittily sent the demonesses, who had been tormenting her, 
away. Sita also realized that Trijata was favourably disposed to her and had devotion 
for Lord Ram, so therefore Trijata was sincere in her manners. Hence, it was a natural 
instinct on Sita’s part to treat Trijata as her closest friend and companion who was no 
less than a ‘mother’ for her in such horrifying times; she felt that in the vicious 
environment where her fate seemed to have doomed her, and in which her misfortunes 
had cast her, it was Trijata alone who would, if she could, become her saviour. So 
therefore Sita called Trijata her ‘mother’ as she was very caring and loving; Trijata 
felt empathy for Sita, she sympathized with Sita, and from all signs she would 
maneuver things in Sita's favour and accord her protection as much as she could. ] 


Sita pleaded with Trijata with clasped hands (in supplication, to stress upon Trijata 
her abject despair and the urgency of her entreaty), ‘Mother, verily indeed you are my 
only friend and companion during my days of agony, misery, grief and despair. (1) 


So please make some arrangement or contrive some method by which I can discard 
my body and end my life to get over its miserable existence, for truly I tell you 
honestly that the agony of separation (from my beloved Lord) has become unbearable 
for me, and its attendant misery and grief have tormented me so much that they have 
completely overwhelmed me. (2) 


Bring some firewood and make a pyre for me. Then, oh mother, set fire to it. (3) 


Oh the wise one with a tender heart! Put to practice your affection for me (by helping 
me to end my miseries, and find peace). Say, how can I, or for that matter anyone 
else, cope with the harsh words my ears are being bombarded with (for they appear to 
be like hot molten oil that is being poured into my ears)'? 

[To wit, if I live for one month, I would be subjected to daily abuse and threats 
said so menacingly and loudly that my ears would burst. It would be far better for 
mew to put an end to this torture by dying. So please help me as I feel you love me 
like a mother loves her daughter. Say, will a mother like that her daughter be 
subjected to interminable horrifying torments by fiends and blood-thirsty vicious 
rascals, who know no mercy worth the name, right before her eyes? So if you truly 
love me and have sympathy for me then please bring an end to my sufferings. } (4) 


[Note— Sita is alluding to what Ravana had said to her and the way he behaved with 
her in Chaupai line nos. 3-5 that precede Doha no. 9, and Chaupai line nos. 1-2, 7-9 
that precede Doha no. 10. 

Then Sita alludes to the behaviour of the female demon guards who were 
instructed by Ravana to torment her as mentioned in Doha no. 10. 

She therefore pleads with Trijata to bring all this to an end if she actually 
loved her and empathized with her by helping her to die. 

We will remember what observations have been made in the note appended to 
Doha no. 8 herein above—that Sita decided to wait for Lord Ram to come, that she 
decided to have faith and hope. So in that context her present pleading to end her life 
seems contradictory. No, not really. As we have also observed that both Lord Ram 
and Ravana had been careful to play their respective parts to perfection—Lord Ram 
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as a human being whose wife has been stolen and who goes out to search for her, and 
Ravana as the fierce demon who enjoys stealing other people’s woman folk and 
shows no mercy to anyone—Sita too decided that she would play her role to 
perfection. 

To wit, though internally she had made a firm resolve to wait patiently with 
hope and faith for one month to give Lord Ram time to come and eliminate the 
demons, and to turn a deaf ear to her tormentors’ words as she was sure no actual 
harm will come to her from any demon as their lord Ravana has granted her a grace 
period of one full month, yet externally she pretended that to live for one more day 
was an impossible thing for her. 

There was another reason why Sita asked Trijata for this favour; she wanted to 
test Trijata’s honesty and integrity. Was Trijata playing any tricks with her on the 
behest of Ravana? Sita was absolutely certain that Trijata will not oblige her as she 
also knew that Ravana had granted immunity from death to Sita for one month. So if 
Sita died under the watch of Trijata, and after her death burnt firewood was 
discovered, Trijata would suffer an agonizing torture and death like no one had ever 
thought of. No, Trijata would not like to suffer horrible torture for herself; no one 
would. So surely Trijata will not burn Sita to death; it was a foregone conclusion that 
Sita knew. 

With this prayer, to let her die by burning herself, Sita was able to enhance 
Trijata's personal empathy and sympathy for her; it also would ensure that Trijata 
would keep close company of Sita and not let her alone for long for the fear that she 
may harm herself. If that happens, Trijata would have no answer to give to Ravana, 
and this very thought would keep Trijata alert. This vigilance in turn would ensure 
that no other unscrupulous demon or demoness would come in secretly to kill her or 
gravely wound her.] 
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Hearing the agonized plea of Sita, Trijata fell down and clasped Sita’s feet, consoling 
her by reminding her of Lord Ram's glory, valour, strength and fame. (5) 


She told Sita, ‘Listen oh tender lady (sukumari)! Fire cannot be found here during the 
night. Saying this, Trijata went home. (6) 


[Note—'Trijata wanted to find an excuse, so she said that it is not possible to either 
find firewood at such a short notice or some source from which fire can be lighted at 
that hour because it was still dark. This clearly implies that it was still dark and night 
had not yet fully ended. Obviously it was pre-dawn time, a few hours perhaps before 
the first rays of sunlight lights up the horizon. This time is called *Brahma-muhurtha', 
and it is roughly between 4-5 a.m. 

It was the time of the onset of winter when the sunrise is late; it would be dark 
till say 6 a.m. How do we know that it was early winter? We have read earlier that 
Lord Ram had spent the four months of the rainy season on Mt. Pravarshan. (Refer: 
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Ram Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, Chaupai line no. 11 that precedes Doha no. 12; 
and Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 18.} 

Then some time surely must have passed while spies, heralds and messengers 
were assembled; then more than one month passed while Hanuman’s group had been 
searching Sita in vain {Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, Chaupai line no. 
7 that precedes Doha no. 22; and Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 26.}. 

To wit, one can make a rough guess that approximately two more months may 
have passed after the rainy season when we are reading of the events concerning 
Hanuman’s meeting with at Lanka. This means winter was close by, and it was the 
time of the year when days begin to get shorter and nights longer. So while the day- 
break may be ealier during the summer season, but at the time of which we are talking 
about the first light of the sun may not be perceivable by, say, 6 a.m. Hence, during 
the moments of Trijata’s conversation with Sita it was surely dark in the sky. 

It ought to be noted that Trijata hastily left that place for home. She feared that 
if she tarried there any longer, Sita would make another absurd request which she 
would not be able to fulfill, and may be then Sita would start wailing aloud and also 
scream, for being overcome with misery and grief she seemed to have become 
desperate and crazy. Should it happen, it would be a catastrophe; all the guards would 
wake up and find Trijata alone with Sita, as all other demonesses have gone away. 
This would mean immediate scaffold and death by beheading for both Sita and her 
friend Trijata.] 
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[Sita was feeling very miserable and forlorn as her only companion Trijata too had 
gone away, leaving her grieving and lamenting on her fate alone. So she began 
muttering to herself woefully.] 


Sita said to herself, ‘It appears that the Creator has become opposed to me, for I will 
not get fire, and without fire my horrifying agonies and interminable torments won't 
end. (7) 


In the sky one can behold many flying sparks (a reference to comets that flew by or 
fire-flies that were seen everywhere overhead in the garden), but not a single shooting 
star (flying spark) can be found on the surface of the earth. [To wit, these sparks are 
flying here and there everywhere over my head, but why don't even one of them land 
on the ground so I can rush forward to burn myself by its fiery embrace?] (8) 


Even the moon seems to be burning hot for me, but woe to me that even it does not 
shed one single ember of fire because it thinks me unlucky and unworthy of this 
grace. [To wit, the moonlight has spread all around me, but why is it not hot enough 
to burn me?]! (9) 
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[Note—'The moon and its light are cool and soothing, but for someone who is under 
intense emotional stress the sight of the moon and its soothing cool light is 
unbearable. It appears that the moon is teasing Sita, the sufferer, instead of acting as a 
cool balm for her ruffled nerves and tormented being. 

In these verses, the poet Tulsidas has described the state of the mind of those 
who are suffering from grief of separation from their beloved ones. ] 
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[Then Sita prayed to the Tree under whose shade she was sitting.] 


Oh Ashoka Tree! Be true to your name and uphold the sanctity of it by removing my 
sorrow, grief and misery. [To wit, you are called ‘Ashok’, i.e. one who removes 
sorrow, grief and misery. So please live up to your reputation and prove that your 
name 'Ashok' is apt by freeing me from the horrors I am being subjected to.] (10) 


The fresh leaves and branches that have sprouted on your body, they are like hot 
firewood I so long to have. Why don't you shed some so that I can end my body with 
them? [I long to die by burning myself using these leaves and branches that fall from 
your stem. So please be graceful and shed some of your weight by letting some leaves 
and branches fall to the ground.]' (11) 


The Kapi (Hanuman), who was watching the events from his hiding post in the 
foliage of the tree, felt very sad and distraught when he saw and heard such 
lamentations and woeful grieving of Sita who was overcome with grief and 
immensely distressed due to her separation from Lord Ram. 

Forsooth, each of these moments that Hanuman witnessed Sita suffering and 
lamenting seemed to be like ages for him’. (12) 


[Note—'The idea is that time seems to fly when one is extremely happy, for one 
wishes to have more and more of this happiness even as the time seems to be too short 
for him. On the contrary, sadness and grief seems to stretch the same time eternally, 
because the sufferer thinks his suffering never seems to come to an end. 

Therefore, the time Hanuman spent watching the sufferings of Sita seemed to 
be like an endless period of time to him, and he only wished that this time would 
come to an end.] 
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soratha. 


kapi kari hrdayam bicara dinhi mudrika dari taba. 
janu asoka angara dinha harasi uthi kara gahe'u. 12. 


Unable to cope with his emotional stress any longer, and hearing that Sita was praying 
for something to fall from overhead to the ground, Hanuman decided in his heart that 
it was the opportune time!, and he then dropped the ring (of Lord Ram that he had 
brought with him). 

When Sita saw the glittering ring fall to the ground in front, she thought that 
the Ashok tree has answered her prayers; so she rushed forward and gladly picked it 
up. (Doha no. 12) 


[Note— Hanuman observed that Sita was very watchful at that moment for anything 
that fell to the ground. He thought it to be the right moment to drop the ring as it was 
sure noticed by Sita. Had it been another time there were chances that Sita would not 
have taken notice for anything falling on the ground, for it was a garden, and dry 
leaves and twigs, ripe fruits and flowers used to fall from trees to the ground as a 
routine matter. But this moment was not routine; it was the time when Sita longed to 
see any thing falling from above her on to the ground before her. So it was certain that 
the falling of the ring would be noticed by her. And so it indeed was as we shall read 
in the verses that follow herein below. 

Another obvious reason why Hanuman thought that it was the best time to 
introduce himself to Sita was that it was what is known as the ‘grave-yard shift for 
guards’, the time of the night when a person is usually too sleepy to be alert enough to 
perceive some covert hush-hush conversation taking place in some dark corner of a 
huge park under the shadow of a large tree such as the one where Sita sat. The cock 
had yet not crowed, Trijata had gone home, all other demoness guards had already 
gone away prior to her departure, and since it was yet dark and all the demons were 
either fast asleep or just rising from their slumber, which meant they would only be 
half awake and trying to rub-off sleep from their eyes, the deck was clear for 
Hanuman. If he waited more there were chances that the time for the change of guards 
may arrive, and the next batch of demons may be more vigilant than their pervious 
comrades who were slack in their duty so as to let Hanuman sneak in; or may be 
Ravana himself would come again after some second thought and change of mind. 

In a short time the first rays of the sunlight would remove the cover of 
darkness which had proved to be a boon for Hanuman, and if he loses these precious 
moments in procrastination and demurring then probably he won't get another chance 
at all. So he decided to act quickly and dropped the ring that Lord Ram had given him 
as a token to establish his identity.] 
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jiti ko saka'i ajaya raghura’l. maya tern asi raci nahim ja’. 3. 


When Hanuman dropped the finger-ring of Lord Ram that he had brought with him, 
Sita’s attention was immediately drawn to it. She dashed forward and picked it up’. 
When she held it in her hands and beheld a magnificent ring, she was shocked with 
astonishment as it had Lord Ram’s name engraved in it in beautifully carved letters. 


(1) 


As soon as she recognized the ring (as the one that exclusively belonged to her 
beloved Lord Ram, and since his name was engraved in it in a special manner that 
cannot be duplicated by anyone, for no one had the requisite skill to craft a similar 
ring, so there was no doubt it was the Lord’s), she was immediately overcome by the 
contradictory emotions of excess of happiness, cheer and elation on the one hand, and 
grief, desperation and worry on the other hand which simultaneously buffeted her like 
two huge waves, causing immense consternation and great agitation in her heart. 
[Why was she thus agitated? It is answered herein below.] (2) 


She was completely confounded and unable to understand the meaning of finding this 
unique ring. Dazed and astonished, she brooded, ‘How amazing! Who can ever 
vanquish Lord Ram who is invincible and almighty? But at the same time a duplicate 
ring like his cannot be made by employing any skill or trick whatsoever. [So what 
does this mean? I am sore alarmed.]^' (3) 


[Note: 'As soon as Sita perceived that something had landed from above her head 
onto the ground before her, she dashed to pick it up. She thought that at last her 
prayers have been answered and some hot shining thing has fallen to the ground; now 
she would pick it up in hands and get burnt. But low and behold, she was for a 
stunning surprise that she could not even dream in her dreams, for what she held in 
her hands was not some fiery thing but a magnificent ring of exceptional beauty. 

Sita was Dumb with amazement and awe by the unexpected sight of this 
magnificent ring which she recognized instantly, for it was a ring she was well 
acquainted with; it was not any ordinary ring but the one that exclusively belonged to 
Lord Ram. 

Why, she wondered in stunned astonishment, is she dreaming or is she awake? 
What is this that she sees? Is it a mirage, is she hallucinating under stress and 
delusions, or is it a real miracle? How come this ring of Lord Ram has landed before 
her in the far away land of demons, which lay across the ocean, far-far away from 
land from where she was abducted? Who has brought it? Is it some wild dream; is it 
some nasty trick of the demons? Many such thoughts rushed wildly through her mind 
during those few moments. 

The reader is reminded that a detailed note regarding this “ring” has already 
been appended to Chaupai line no. 10 that precedes Doha no. 23 of Ram Charit 
Manas, Kishkindha Kand in our Book when we were reading about the time when 
Lord Ram had summoned Hanuman and gave this ‘ring’ to him prior to the departure 
of the messengers in search of Sita. 


*Sita was totally confounded at the sight of Lord Ram’s exclusive ring. It cannot be 
duplicated, so does it mean that the demons have been able to subjugate him and 
Ravana had snatched his ring, and then he has played this nasty trick upon her to 
prove that Lord Ram will no more come to rescue her? But this is an impossible thing, 
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as Lord Ram is un-conquerable; no power in the world can ever defeat the Lord. So 
what do these contradictory things mean? 

The sight of Lord Ram's ring made Sita immediately jump up with 
exhilaration and cheer in her heart as now it was certain that the Lord has become 
aware of her location and has sent someone with this token to indicate to her that he 
was coming soon. But in the next moment she was overcome with doubts, and grief 
overtook her, when she thought of other possibilities: is it possible that her captors 
had managed to subdue the Lord and snatched his ring to prove to her that the Lord 
was vanquished, and she has no chance of escape, which would imply that if she 
wished for her good then she must obey Ravana. This notion hit her like a hammer, 
and no sooner had she smiled with joy than she was sucked in a vortex of grief and 
misery once again that numbed her senses. 

Sita stood motionless in a state of shock; she was paralysed and 
dumbfounded. | 
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In this way, contradictory thoughts eliciting elation and depression one after another 
flooded Sita as she stood motionless and stunned’. At that moment, Hanuman began 
speaking some soft and sweet words of consolation from his concealed place behind 
the cover of foliage of the tree. [What was Hanuman saying? It is answered in the 
following verse.] (4) 


He began reciting the glories of Lord Ramchandra and the legend of his virtues. When 
Sita heard them, all her sorrows and grief were chased away. [To wit, when Sita heard 
Lord Ram's glories and virtues being recited in a sweet voice, she was smoothened in 
her mind and heart; the pleasant words of Hanuman acted as a balm over her frayed 
nerves to calm her down.]^ (5) 


She became engrossed in listening to them; she listened to the narration attentively, 
with her mind, heart and ears fixed on the recitation of Lord Ram's divine story from 
the beginning". (6) 


[Note— What thoughts passed across her mind? Refer to Chaupai line no. 3 and the 
note appended to Chaupai no. 1 herein above. 


?To wit, herein lies a great spiritual secret, a formula that can be used by one and all 
during testing times in life to find solace and succour from abject misery: so therefore, 
if one is overburdened with grief that seem to crush him under its weight, when dark 
clouds of doom and despair loom menacingly on the horizon ready to flood and 
drown everything, when all seems lost and even hope appears to be far-cry that makes 
its object too elusive to be ever attainable, when the sun sets and the fear of the ghosts 
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of the night begin to roost—at that time, during those moments of complete gloom 
and utter bitterness, remembering Lord Ram's holy name, recalling the Lord's 
merciful nature, invoking his benevolence, grace and kindness towards his devotees, 
would act as a soothing balm and rejuvenates a sinking spirit, for in all sooth and 
without gainsay, hearing of the Lord’s glories and virtues act as a buoy for the sinking 
creature, and his soul immediately finds peace and beatitude. 


*Hanuman narrated in brief the whole story of Lord Ram, particularly the events 
directly concerning Sita, like her marriage, the forest exile, the days Lord Ram, Sita 
and Laxman passed during their journey through the wilds, the events at Panchavati 
from where she was abducted, Lord Ram’s efforts to search for her, and his meeting 
Jatau and Sabari, and then the Lord’s onwards journey to Kishikindha where he met 
and befriended Sugriv, and then finally sending him with the ring to meet Sita. 

As soon as Hanuman began to narrate Lord Ram's story, Sita became 
attentive; she noticed that the narrative was very exact and truthful, and therefore she 
was convinced that the narrator was surely close to the Lord. As a result, hope once 
again re-ignited in her heart, and she became eager to meet the person whose voice 
she heard. ] 
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Sita said earnestly, ‘He who has been narrating this legendary divine story of Lord 
Ram's grace and mercy, which is like a nectar for the ear (and which has provided me 
unbound succour and solace), why doesn't that person make himself visible; why 
does he remain hidden instead of revealing himself?' (7) 


At this request, Hanuman came down from his perch on the tree, and went near her. 
But as soon as Sita saw him she once again became uncertain of the truth, and so she 
turned her back to Hanuman and looked the other way. (8) 


[Note— Hanuman's form perhaps petrified Sita with fear. It is like the case of 
someone already scared stiff mentally, on emotional and psychological edge, and 
completely out of his wits, fearing physical harm from a enemy at every passing 
moment, suddenly seeing an unexpected sight, such as a squirrel or a mice or a 
mongoose standing in front—surely that person would get the shock of his life for he 
is not prepared for it. 

This is what happened with Sita; when she saw Hanuman for the first time she 
was so shocked and flabbergasted with disbelieve that she thought for a moment that 
this was not Lord Ram's messenger as she had thought him to be, but some horrifying 
creature sent by Ravana to tease and torture her after she had refused his immoral 
offers.] 


662 


TH qa À Ag Stat DES Aa HEAT Sr lt UI 
ae ufxenr arg H smt die wa Gs we wiegt i got 
AT are GT HE Ha | Het HAT Vs Aft TS UI Ve UI 


rama düta maim matu janaki. satya sapatha karunanidhana ki. 9. 
yaha mudrika matu maim ani. dinhi rama tumha kaham sahidani. 10. 
nara banarahi sanga kahu kaisém. kahi katha bha'i sangati jaisem. 11. 


Hanuman realized what was going on in Sita's mind, so he was quick to introduce 
himself when he said, *Mother Sita, I am a messenger of Lord Ram. I say this to you 
under oath by invoking Lord Ram that it is the Truth (and I am not lying to you). (9) 


Mother, I have brought this finger-ring which Lord Ram gave me to give you as a 
token for my identification." (10) 


Then Sita asked Hanuman, 'Say, tell me how it happened that a human being and 
monkeys came in contact with each other and became friends?’ 

So Hanuman narrated to her all the events that led to establishment of 
friendship between Lord Ram (representing the ‘human being’) and Sugriv 
(representing the ‘monkey race)". (11) 


[Note— Refer to Ram Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, Chaupai line no. 10 that 
precedes Doha no. 23 where we have read about Lord Ram giving this ring to 
Hanuman. 


?Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha 
no. 1—to Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 5. 

Sita heard this narrative very attentively. She was particularly amazed when 
she heard how Lord Ram and Sugriv became friends, though she was convinced the 
line of narrative was truthful as she had herself witnessed Jatau's valiant effort to free 
her and his ultimate sacrifice when his wings were cut by Ravana, and how she had 
seen the monkeys on the top of a hill when she had dropped her clothes from the air. 
These events have been narrated in Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line 
nos. 7-25 that precede Doha no. 29. 

But inspite of all this, Sita wished to be certain that this was not some kind of 
trick to trap her. So she thought it fit to enquire deeply as to how Lord Ram and 
Sugriv became friends, for this would help her to descry some loophole, if there were 


any.] 
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Affectionately hearing the sweets words of the Kapi (i.e. hearing the answer which 
Hanuman gave her in response to her query), Sita realised and was convinced in her 
heart and mind that he indeed was a devoted and sincere servant of the Lord (Ram) 
who is an ocean of mercy, kindness, grace and benevolence, a servant who is truly 
committed to serving his Lord by his heart and mind (i.e. at the emotion level as well 
as the intellectual level), by his actions and deeds (i.e. in whatever he does), and by 
his words (i.e. in whatever he says). (Doha no. 13) 
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Realising that Hanuman was truly a devotee and follower of Lord Hari (*harijana"; 
Lord Ram's devotee), Sita developed an intense sense of love and affection for him. 
She became highly sentimental and so overwhelmed with emotion that tears welled up 
in her eyes, the body became thrilled, and she had goose-bumps all over. (1) 


[After a moment she gathered her wits together and said to Hanuman), ‘My dear son 
Hanuman (hanumana, tata)'! For me, who was desolate and desparate, almost 
drowning in the vast ocean of grief, sorrow and misery (that separation from my 
beloved Lord Ram has brought to me), you, I verily indeed declare, proved to be the 
proverbial ship that comes providentially to the rescue of a drowning person. 

[To wit, had you not come in time then very soon I would have died due to the 
weight of the burden of grief, sorrow and pain that has overwhelmed me.] (2) 


[Note— How did Sita know that the messenger's name was ‘Hanuman’? Well, we 
have just read that Hanuman narrated the story of Lord Ram and all the events related 
to her in brief, ending with him bringing the ring given to him by Lord Ram as a 
token of identification when he met Sita. Obviously he must have also mentioned his 
own name during the narration. This is how Sita came to learn that he was called 
Hanuman. 

And since he was a faithful and committed devotee and follower of Lord Ram, 
who is doing his best to serve the Lord, Sita treated him affectionately as her son 
(tata).] 
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Now tell me, I beseech you, about the welfare of the younger brother (Laxman) of the 
Lord (Sri Ram) who is an abode of happiness and bliss, the Lord who had slayed the 
demon Khar'; how are they both’? (3) 


Oh Kapi (Hanuman)! Lord Ram is the great king of the Raghu dynasty (of Ayodhya) 
who is renowned for his soft heart and merciful nature. Say then, why has the Lord 
become so stern-hearted now (that he has yet not come to free me)? (4) 


[Note— This episode of Lord Ram slaying the demon Khar, along with his 
companions Dushan and Trishira, is narrated in Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, 
Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 18—to Doha no. 20. We have already read 
it earlier in connection with the deformation of the demoness Supernakha, the event 
that set in motion other events that culminated in Sita's abduction by Ravana and her 
incarnation in Lanka. 


*Sita had named Laxman first, and then Lord Ram, when enquiring about their 
welfare. [anuja = Laxman; sahita = along or together with; sukha bhavana 
kharari = Lord Ram.] She was especially very worried about Laxman and sorry that 
she had forced him to abandon her at the time when Lord Ram had gone pursuing the 
golden deer at her own behest. She was worried that Lord Ram would have been very 
angry at his younger brother to have defied his instructions not to leave Sita alone 
when he say Laxman coming towards him whilst he was returning back to the 
hermitage after killing the deer, and his anger would have multiplied manifold when 
he found that Sita had been abducted because of Laxman’s negligence. So Sita feared 
that Lord Ram may have severely punished Laxman, though the Lord loved him 
exceedingly like his own son, and this possibility, however remote, filled her with the 
greatest of worry and remorse, because Laxman was not at all at fault as it was she 
who had forced him to abandon her. 

Since Sita too loved Laxman like her own son, she was extremely anxious of 
his welfare and safety. She was worried about Lord Ram also, but not to the extent of 
Laxman—because she knew that Lord Ram was invincible, able and almighty, and 
therefore capable of taking care of himself. A mother’s tender heart is always more 
worried about her son as compared to her husband; she always treats her son gingerly, 
has a soft corner for him, regarding him with the greatest of care and tenderness, 
thinking that he is easily susceptible to harm and injury no matter how strong, valiant 
and powerful he might be, even if he surpasses his father in these qualities. So that is 
why Sita asked for Laxman’s welfare first. 

It is to be noted that she has ‘linked’ the two, Laxman and Lord Ram, with the 
use of the conjunction ‘sahita’—when she says ‘how is the younger brother “along 
with” the kind Lord who had slayed Khar’. This shows that she was equally worried 
about them both; she loved them equally. Like a woman who is also a mother, Sita 
remembered her dear husband Lord Ram as much as she remembered Laxman whom 
she treated as her son! 

This is why Sita took care not to ask about their welfare as independent 
persons, but as inseparable companions; if one were to think of Lord Ram, then 
Laxman would automatically come to mind. Remarkable indeed! It’s a great tribute to 
Laxman’s sacrifices that he had made for his brother Ram—right from his decision to 
forgo the comforts of a great kingdom of Ayodhya when he decided to accompany 
Lord Ram and Sita to the forest, through the travails of the journey in the wilds and 
the difficulties and sufferings that it entailed, supporting Lord Ram and standing with 
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him shoulder-to-shoulder like a true friend, son and companion. Laxman had played a 
crucial role in helping Lord Ram overcome the pangs of grief that had all but drowned 
him at the time when Sita was stolen, and thereafter he was the Lord’s moral support 
and comrade-in-arm through the testing times during which the fierce War of Lanka 
was fought, even suffering grievously and almost embracing death during its course. 


*Sita is suffering from intense agony of separation from her beloved Lord; and like 
someone who is suffering gravely from the pang of grief that accompanies such 
separation, she sort of holds him responsible for abandoning her for so long. ] 
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The Lord has a natural habit of providing happiness and joy to his devotees, followers 
and those who serve him; he is always cordial towards them, and ensures that his 
words invariably show his affection for them. Tell me, does such a benevolent and 
kind-hearted Lord ever remembers me (and speaks about me in affectionate terms)? 


(5) 


Tell me, oh dear son (tata), when my eyes would find their comfort and cool by 
seeing the Lord’s tender, dark-complexioned form? [To wit, tell me, when will I be 
able to see Lord Ram again?]’ (6) 


Sita was overcome with grief and sorrow as she remembered Lord Ram so much so 
that for some moments she could speak no more even as her eyes got filled with tears. 
Then she regained some semblance of courage and self-restraint, and exclaimed in 
excess of anguish, ‘Alack oh Lord; it seems that I have been completely forgotten (by 


you)." (7) 


[Note—'As we know, Lord Ram has not forgotten Sita at all. The very fact that 
Hanuman was there proves it. But Sita was suffering highly from emotional turmoil; 
she had lost all hopes of freedom and meeting Lord Ram again. We have read that she 
asked Trijata to arrange some firewood so she could die by burning herself, so 
desolate and hopeless she was feeling. But whilst earlier she used to keep her grief 
and memory of Lord Ram confined to herself, her pent-up emotions burst forth like an 
erupting volcano when she met Hanuman. It happens in excess of grief that a person 
feels so emotionally paralysed that he becomes numb and dumb; he seems to be like a 
lifeless statue. But as soon as some ray of hope, solace and succour shine through this 
foreboding darkness of despair and desolation, life in his grief-stricken heart is 
suddenly stirred up to express itself in the form of an exclamation that, though 
sounding like abject gloom, misery and helplessness, yet it also signals revival of 
hope and faith in his inner-being. 
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Sita felt her throat chocked with emotions for a moment when hot tears filled 
her eyes and sorrows welled up in her heart like a rising storm; this storm of grief 
struck her hard and she was numbed for some time. Like a person who loses his 
footing and falls in the water when huge waves of the ocean strike him, but who soon 
recovers and gasps for breath to cling to dear life, calling out to his companions and 
exclaiming desperately, “save me, save me", Sita too muttered in a hoarse voice “why 
has Lord Ram neglected me; why is he taking so long to come to my rescue”. 


The intensity of suffering, the depth of agony and the intolerable pain of Sita’s heart 
were only exacerbated when she met Hanuman, as his presence reminded her of the 
happier days she had spent in the company of Lord Ram. The soulful way she 
lamented, and the earnestness with which she prayed to Lord Ram to come to her 
rescue and provide her salvation and emancipation find a resonance in a number of 
verses of the Psalms in the Old Testament of the Holy Bible. These verses reflect the 
sadness of her heart, the desperation of her soul, the poignancy of her heart, and how 
she must have hoped that her doleful prayers would be heard and answered soon by 
Lord Ram. 

We shall now spend some moments to read some of the soul stirring and heart 
touching wonderful verses from the Psalms, as their reading would add beauty to our 
own narration, and lend depth and gravity to Sita’s sense of grief and misery, as well 
as her desire for liberation. 


Psalm, 3/1-7:- 


1: LORD, how are they increased that trouble me! many are they that rise up against 
me. 

2: Many there be which say of my soul, There is no help for him in God. Selah. 

3: But thou, O LORD, art a shield for me; my glory, and the lifter up of mine head. 
4: I cried unto the LORD with my voice, and he heard me out of his holy hill. Selah. 
5: I laid me down and slept; I awaked; for the LORD sustained me. 

6: I will not be afraid of ten thousands of people, that have set themselves against me 
round about. 

7: Arise, O LORD; save me, O my God. 


Psalm, 4/1:- 


1: Hear me when I call, O God of my righteousness: thou hast enlarged me when I 
was in distress; have mercy upon me, and hear my prayer. 


Psalm, 6/1-10:- 


1: O LORD, rebuke me not in thine anger, neither chasten me in thy hot displeasure. 
2: Have mercy upon me, O LORD; for I am weak: O LORD, heal me; for my bones 
are vexed. 

3: My soul is also sore vexed: but thou, O LORD, how long? 

4: Return, O LORD, deliver my soul: oh save me for thy mercies' sake. 

5: For in death there is no remembrance of thee: in the grave who shall give thee 
thanks? 

6: Lam weary with my groaning; all the night make I my bed to swim; I water my 
couch with my tears. 
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7: Mine eye is consumed because of grief; it waxeth old because of all mine enemies. 
8: Depart from me, all ye workers of iniquity; for the LORD hath heard the voice of 
my weeping. 

9: The LORD hath heard my supplication; the LORD will receive my prayer. 

10: Let all mine enemies be ashamed and sore vexed: let them return and be ashamed 
suddenly. 


Psalm, 7/1-2:- 


1: O Lord my God, in thee do I put my trust: save me from all them that persecute me, 
and deliver me: 
2: Lest he tear my soul like a lion, rending it in pieces, while there is none to deliver. 


Psalm, 13/1-6:- 


1: How long wilt thou forget me, O LORD? for ever? how long wilt thou hide thy 
face from me? 

2: How long shall I take counsel in my soul, having sorrow in my heart daily? how 
long shall mine enemy be exalted over me? 

3: Consider and hear me, O LORD my God: lighten mine eyes, lest I sleep the sleep 
of death; 

4: Lest mine enemy say, I have prevailed against him; and those that trouble me 
rejoice when I am moved. 

5: But I have trusted in thy mercy; my heart shall rejoice in thy salvation. 

6: I will sing unto the LORD, because he hath dealt bountifully with me. 


Psalm, 17/6-13:- 


6: I have called upon thee, for thou wilt hear me, O God: incline thine ear unto me, 
and hear my speech. 

7: Shew thy marvellous lovingkindness, O thou that savest by thy right hand them 
which put their trust in thee from those that rise up against them. 

8: Keep me as the apple of the eye, hide me under the shadow of thy wings, 

9: From the wicked that oppress me, from my deadly enemies, who compass me 
about. 

10: They are inclosed in their own fat: with their mouth they speak proudly. 

11: They have now compassed us in our steps: they have set their eyes bowing down 
to the earth; 

12: Like as a lion that is greedy of his prey, and as it were a young lion lurking in 
secret places. 

13: Arise, O LORD, disappoint him, cast him down: deliver my soul from the wicked, 
which is thy sword. 


Psalm, 18/4-6:- 


4: The sorrows of death compassed me, and the floods of ungodly men made me 
afraid. 

5: The sorrows of hell compassed me about: the snares of death prevented me. 

6: In my distress I called upon the LORD, and cried unto my God: he heard my voice 
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out of his temple, and my cry came before him, even into his ears. 
Psalm, 22/1-2, 12-13, 16-21:- 


1: My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? why art thou so far from helping 
me, and from the words of my roaring? 

2: O my God, I cry in the daytime, but thou hearest not; and in the night season, and 
am not silent. 

12: Many bulls (read *deomons") have compassed me: strong bulls of Bashan (read 
‘Ravana’) have beset me round. 

13: They gaped upon me with their mouths, as a ravening and a roaring lion. 

16: For dogs have compassed me: the assembly of the wicked have enclosed me: they 
pierced my hands and my feet. 

17: I may tell all my bones: they look and stare upon me. 

18: They part my garments among them, and cast lots upon my vesture. 

19: But be not thou far from me, O LORD: O my strength, haste thee to help me. 
20: Deliver my soul from the sword; my darling from the power of the dog. 

21: Save me from the lion's mouth: for thou hast heard me from the horns of the 
unicorns. 


Psalm, 25/6-7, 16-21:- 


6: Remember, O LORD, thy tender mercies and thy loving kindnesses; for they have 
been ever of old. 

7: Remember not the sins of my youth, nor my transgressions: according to thy mercy 
remember thou me for thy goodness' sake, O LORD. 

16: Turn thee unto me, and have mercy upon me; for I am desolate and afflicted. 

17: The troubles of my heart are enlarged: O bring thou me out of my distresses. 

18: Look upon mine affliction and my pain; and forgive all my sins. 

19: Consider mine enemies; for they are many; and they hate me with cruel hatred. 
20: O keep my soul, and deliver me: let me not be ashamed; for I put my trust in thee. 
21: Let integrity and uprightness preserve me; for I wait on thee. 


Psalm, 35/1-8, 22-26:- 


1: Plead my cause, O LORD, with them that strive with me: fight against them that 
fight against me. 

2: Take hold of shield and buckler, and stand up for mine help. 

3: Draw out also the spear, and stop the way against them that persecute me: say unto 
my soul, I am thy salvation. 

4: Let them be confounded and put to shame that seek after my soul: let them be 
turned back and brought to confusion that devise my hurt. 

5: Let them be as chaff before the wind: and let the angel of the LORD chase them. 
6: Let their way be dark and slippery: and let the angel of the LORD persecute them. 
7: For without cause have they hid for me their net in a pit, which without cause they 
have digged for my soul. 

8: Let destruction come upon him at unawares; and let his net that he hath hid catch 
himself: into that very destruction let him fall. 

22: This thou hast seen, O LORD: keep not silence: O Lord, be not far from me. 
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23: Stir up thyself, and awake to my judgment, even unto my cause, my God and my 
Lord. 

24: Judge me, O LORD my God, according to thy righteousness; and let them not 
rejoice over me. 

25: Let them not say in their hearts, Ah, so would we have it: let them not say, We 
have swallowed him up. 

26: Let them be ashamed and brought to confusion together that rejoice at mine hurt: 
let them be clothed with shame and dishonour that magnify themselves against me. 


Psalm, 40/11-15, 17:- 


10: I have not hid thy righteousness within my heart; I have declared thy faithfulness 
and thy salvation: I have not concealed thy lovingkindness and thy truth from the 
great congregation. 

11: Withhold not thou thy tender mercies from me, O LORD: let thy lovingkindness 
and thy truth continually preserve me. 

12: For innumerable evils have compassed me about: mine iniquities have taken hold 
upon me, so that I am not able to look up; they are more than the hairs of mine head: 
therefore my heart faileth me. 

13: Be pleased, O LORD, to deliver me: O LORD, make haste to help me. 

14: Let them be ashamed and confounded together that seek after my soul to destroy 
it; let them be driven backward and put to shame that wish me evil. 

15: Let them be desolate for a reward of their shame that say unto me, Aha, aha. 

17: But I am poor and needy; yet the Lord thinketh upon me: thou art my help and my 
deliverer; make no tarrying, O my God. 


Psalm, 43/5:- 


5: Why art thou cast down, O my soul? and why art thou disquieted within me? hope 
in God: for I shall yet praise him, who is the health of my countenance, and my God. 


Psalm, 56/1-7:- 


1: Be merciful unto me, O God: for man would swallow me up; he fighting daily 
oppresseth me. 

2: Mine enemies would daily swallow me up: for they be many that fight against me, 
O thou most High. 

3: What time I am afraid, I will trust in thee. 

4: In God I will praise his word, in God I have put my trust; I will not fear what flesh 
can do unto me. 

5: Every day they wrest my words: all their thoughts are against me for evil. 

6: They gather themselves together, they hide themselves, they mark my steps, when 
they wait for my soul. 

7: Shall they escape by iniquity? in thine anger cast down the people, O God. 


Psalm, 57/1, 4-6:- 


1: Be merciful unto me, O God, be merciful unto me: for my soul trusteth in thee: yea, 
in the shadow of thy wings will I make my refuge, until these calamities be overpast. 
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4: My soul is among lions: and I lie even among them that are set on fire, even the 
sons of men, whose teeth are spears and arrows, and their tongue a sharp sword. 

5: Be thou exalted, O God, above the heavens; let thy glory be above all the earth. 

6: They have prepared a net for my steps; my soul is bowed down: they have digged a 
pit before me, into the midst whereof they are fallen themselves. 


Psalm, 64/1-8:- 


1: Hear my voice, O God, in my prayer: preserve my life from fear of the enemy. 

2: Hide me from the secret counsel of the wicked; from the insurrection of the 
workers of iniquity: 

3: Who whet their tongue like a sword, and bend their bows to shoot their arrows, 
even bitter words: 

4: That they may shoot in secret at the perfect: suddenly do they shoot at him, and fear 
not. 

5: They encourage themselves in an evil matter: they commune of laying snares 
privily; they say, Who shall see them? 

6: They search out iniquities; they accomplish a diligent search: both the inward 
thought of every one of them, and the heart, is deep. 

7: But God shall shoot at them with an arrow; suddenly shall they be wounded. 

8: So they shall make their own tongue to fall upon themselves: all that see them shall 
flee away. 


Psalm, 69/1-5, 16-18, 22-30:- 


1: Save me, O God; for the waters are come in unto my soul. 

2: I sink in deep mire, where there is no standing: I am come into deep waters, where 
the floods overflow me. 

3: Lam weary of my crying: my throat is dried: mine eyes fail while I wait for my 
God. 

4: They that hate me without a cause are more than the hairs of mine head: they that 
would destroy me, being mine enemies wrongfully, are mighty: then I restored that 
which I took not away. 

5: O God, thou knowest my foolishness; and my sins are not hid from thee. 

16: Hear me, O LORD; for thy lovingkindness is good: turn unto me according to the 
multitude of thy tender mercies. 

17: And hide not thy face from thy servant; for I am in trouble: hear me speedily. 

18: Draw nigh unto my soul, and redeem it: deliver me because of mine enemies. 

22: Let their table become a snare before them: and that which should have been for 
their welfare, let it become a trap. 

23: Let their eyes be darkened, that they see not; and make their loins continually to 
shake. 

24: Pour out thine indignation upon them, and let thy wrathful anger take hold of 
them. 

25: Let their habitation be desolate; and let none dwell in their tents. 

26: For they persecute him whom thou hast smitten; and they talk to the grief of those 
whom thou hast wounded. 

27: Add iniquity unto their iniquity: and let them not come into thy righteousness. 
28: Let them be blotted out of the book of the living, and not be written with the 
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righteous. 

29: But I am poor and sorrowful: let thy salvation, O God, set me up on high. 
30: I will praise the name of God with a song, and will magnify him with 
thanksgiving. 


Psalm, 70/1-3:- 


1: Make haste, O God, to deliver me; make haste to help me, O LORD. 

2: Let them be ashamed and confounded that seek after my soul: let them be turned 
backward, and put to confusion, that desire my hurt. 

3: Let them be turned back for a reward of their shame that say, Aha, aha. 


Psalm, 130/1-6:- 


1: Out of the depths have I cried unto thee, O LORD. 

2: Lord, hear my voice: let thine ears be attentive to the voice of my supplications. 
3: If thou, LORD, shouldest mark iniquities, O Lord, who shall stand? 

4: But there is forgiveness with thee, that thou mayest be feared. 

5: I wait for the LORD, my soul doth wait, and in his word do I hope. 

6: My soul waiteth for the Lord more than they that watch for the morning: I say, 
more than they that watch for the morning. 


Psalm, 142/1-7:- 


1: I cried unto the LORD with my voice; with my voice unto the LORD did I make 
my supplication. 

2: I poured out my complaint before him; I shewed before him my trouble. 

3: When my spirit was overwhelmed within me, then thou knewest my path. In the 
way wherein I walked have they privily laid a snare for me. 

4: I looked on my right hand, and beheld, but there was no man that would know me: 
refuge failed me; no man cared for my soul. 

5: I cried unto thee, O LORD: I said, Thou art my refuge and my portion in the land 
of the living. 

6: Attend unto my cry; for I am brought very low: deliver me from my persecutors; 
for they are stronger than I. 

7: Bring my soul out of prison, that I may praise thy name: the righteous shall 
compass me about; for thou shalt deal bountifully with me.] 
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When the Kapi (Hanuman) perceived that Sita was overwhelmed with excess of grief, 
sorrow and remorse, he replied to her using sweet and polite words, --- (8) 


‘Mother (matu), the Lord and his younger brother are both doing well. The Lord, 
who is an abode of extreme grace, mercy and kindness, is sad and grieving for you. 
[Mother, don’t think that Lord Ram has forgotten you; banish this unwarranted 
thought. The truth is that the Lord remembers you as much as you remember him, and 
is very worried for you.]' (9) 


Oh Mother (janan! Don’t allow wrong ideas, false notions and baseless misgivings 
find any place in your heart, for the fact is that Lord Ram loves you twice as much as 
you love him. [Please banish such evil thoughts that have expressed themselves from 
your mouth when you exclaimed why Lord Ram has abandoned you. There is no truth 
in it.]^ (10) 


[Note—'This is in answer to Sita’s query whether the Lord remembers her, in verse 
no. 5 herein above. 


?This is in reply to Sita's query as to why the Lord has forgotten her, in verse no. 7 
herein above. | 
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Oh Mother (janani)! Now have patience and listen to Lord Raghpati’s' message.’ 

Saying this, Hanuman was himself so overcome with emotions surging in his 
heart that he could not speak for some moments, and tears welled up in his eyes’. 
(Doha no. 14) 


[Note—'In verse no. 5 Sita has referred to Lord Ram as ‘Raghunayak’, which means 
the same as the word ‘Raghupati’, i.e. the ‘Lord of the Raghu’s line of kings of the 
kingdom of Ayodhya’. 

So being wise, Hanuman decided to use a similar word as the one used by Sita 
so that there would be no confusion in her mind that was already clouded by grief and 
worry regarding the Lord whose message Hanuman was about to convey her. 


*Hanuman felt that he was so lucky and fortunate that he was chosen to become the 
spokesman for Lord Ram, the Supreme Being incarnate. He was overwhelmed with 
gratitude towards the Lord for providing him with this rare privilege and honour, for it 
will make him immortal in the annals of history as the one who carried Lord Ram’s 
message for Sita! 

Remember: Sita has addressed Hanuman as her ‘son’—refer Chaupai line nos. 
2 and 6 herein above. So Hanuman found his ‘mother’ who was there in a dire state; 
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this filled him with grief, and tears welled up in his eyes and his throat became 
chocked.] 
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Hanuman conveyed Lord Ram's grief and sorrows to Sita in the following words: 
‘Lord Ram has given a message for you. He had said, “Sita, ever since I have been 
separated from you, all the things and situations (even ordinary ones that I had been 
taking for granted, and which never made me raise an eyebrow) have turned against 
me. 

[To wit, everything appears to be inimical towards me; the whole world seems 
to be upside down for me; for my nerves are wrecked, my heart seems to sink in an 
abyss of despondency and grief, and my mind is befuddled like a man who is so 
intoxicated that he begins to hallucinate and sees things that actually don't exist. I 
have been on an emotional roller-coaster ride that plunges me in deep chasms of 
dejection and misery for one moment, and then lifts me up in the arms of faith to 
heights of hope at the next moment. Friends appear like enemies; water becomes fire; 
day looks dark as night; food is poison; and my breath seems to burn my inner organs 
instead of infusing life into the body. Verily indeed, my condition is no better than 
yours; rather it's far worse.] (1) 


For instance, new and tender leaves on trees appear like tongues of fire to me’, 
ordinary nights look like the dreadful night of the doomsday’, and the moon (that is 
famed for its coolness) resembles the fiery, scorching ball of the sun’. (2) 


[Note— Sita too thinks similarly, that the soft green leaves of the tree can provide her 
with fire, as we have already read in Chaupai line no. 11 that precedes Doha no. 12 
herein above. 


^When a person is suffering intensely with grief, and every moment of his life 
becomes a burden, the whole world around him becomes horrifyingly gloomy and 
dark and scary like the night of doomsday. This condition also prevailed in the 
magnificent city of Ayodhya, a city that was the envy of heaven, at the time Lord 
Ram, Sita and Laxman left it for the forest. Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, 
Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 83. 


?Lord Ram says that when he lies down with his eyes shut, but perchance if he opens 
them and sees the moon in the sky, it reminds him of Sita's pretty face, and this 
memory once again ignites the fire of sorrow in his heart and burns it; so he 
immediately closes his eyes like someone who sees the sun by mistake and instantly 
shuts the eye involuntarily. The moon, instead of cooling his nerves, only scorches 
him.] 
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A cluster of lotus flowers look like so many spears planted on the ground; and the 
clouds appear to pour down hot oil (instead of the cooling rain-water). (3) 


It is such an irony that those elements which were earlier friendly and well-wishers 
inasmuch as they invariably gave peace and happiness to me have now become my 
tormentors and have turned hostile towards me. Even the three types of airs! have 
transformed themselves into the fiery breath spouting out of a dragon's mouth. (4) 


[Note—'The three types of airs alluded to here are the three qualities of the wind, 
such as a soft breeze, a cool wind, and a fragrant air. It also may mean the following: 
(1) the soft, fragrant and cool breeze that wafts slowly and caresses a person with its 
feather-like touch; (i1) the life-giving air that one breathes; and (iii) the air of the 
atmosphere. 

Lord Ram means that life has become very suffocating and unbearable for him 
in the absence of Sita. All the primary elements of life—such as the air (the present 
verse no. 4), the sky (represented by the night, the moon and the sun in verse no. 2), 
the water (represented by the cloud in verse no. 3), the fire (represented by the leaves 
that look like tongues of fire as in verse no. 2), and the earth (represented by the lotus 
flower that seem to be spears planted on the ground as in verse no. 3)—have become 
his tormentors. ] 


meg deu qui uer) ben Hel ug STU HIS NG II 
Ta UH TH STS ANT | Se UST Uep AT ANT G UI 
A A Gal ted wife urb pem uer Ta US TET t 9 Ul 


kahehü tem kachu dukha ghati ho't. kahi kahaum yaha jana na ko’. 5. 
tatva prema kara mama aru tora. janata priya eku manu mora. 6. 
so manu sada rahata tohi pahirn. janu priti rasu etanehi mahirn. 7. 


It is believed that if one speaks about one's grief and agony to someone who 
empathizes with him and is friendly inclined, then the intensity of sorrow decreases to 
some extent. But to whom should I speak to share my misery; for I have no one with 
whom I can confide, and no one would understand it even if I did speak. So I have to 
suffer silently within, and no one knows how much I suffer. (5) 


Oh my dear (priya)! The secret of the affection that exist between you and me, the 
bond of love that binds you and me, is known only to me; for my Mana (i.e. my heart 
and mind) alone is aware of its depth and purity. (6) 
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And that ‘Mana’ of mine dwells where you are. Regard these as indicators of my love 
and affection for you. 

[To wit, though physical distance separates us, my soul still is with you. I 
always remember you; my heart has no place for any other entity except you; and my 
mind is occupied with your thoughts and memory. I pass my days in abject agony; my 
breath is fiery hot and it burns me; my friends look like enemies and I can’t share my 
grief with anyone to lessen the burden of my heart. So don’t think I have forgotten 


you.]” (7) 


[Note—'This statement is in answer to Sita’s query in verse no. 5 that precedes Doha 
no. 14 where she asks Hanuman if Lord Ram ever remembered her. 


The ornate and flowery language, with its liberal usage of similes and metaphors, that 
Hanuman employs to assuage Sita’s agitated state and to infuse hope in her was surely 
his own. When a leader sends someone as an emissary, whom he selects with due care 
for his wisdom, intelligence, prudence, and skill at negotiation, he only gives a brief 
to his representative, leaving the details of what is to be said, and how the situation is 
to be handled on the ground, to the emissary himself, for how the things would turn 
out can’t be predicted in advance, and hence tutoring the messenger is impossible. 

Lord Ram had just briefly told Hanuman what he was expected to do: “just go 
and meet Sita, introduce yourself and give this ring of mine for identification, reassure 
her in different ways as you deem fit, remind her about my strength and powers, tell 
her to have patience and wait as I will soon go to free her from the clutches of her 
captors, and then come back hastily”. Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, 
Chaupai line nos. 9-11 that precede Doha no. 23. 

Remember: Hundreds of monkey and bear warriors were present at that time, 
and they had their eyes and ears fixed on Lord Ram. So it would have been 
impractical, imprudent, indecent and immodest for the Lord to speak in such intimate 
language, as Hanuman now uses, in the presence of that assembly; giving the ring 
quietly and saying a few confidential words briefly to Hanuman is a different thing 
from showing emotions and making sentimental utterances. 

Hence, like an intelligent and wise emissary, Hanuman used his own 
discretion for the way he reassured Sita. He had seen her miserable condition; he had 
heard what she said to Trijata and the Tree; and he had heard what she had said 
directly to him. So, he adapted his message to suit her mental state. ] 


Wy Weg Grd Seat pue Wa a Gar AS AT u c u 
we hù wed efx ee Ure afte Wa Aah Wen i 9 N 


KT BME vui uyang LAA AA Ge AAG Hats Il Qo N 


prabhu sandesu sunata baideht. magana prema tana sudhi nahim tehi. 8. 
kaha kapi hrdayam dhira dharu mata. sumiru rama sévaka sukhadata. 9. 
ura anahu raghupati prabhuta'i. suni mama bacana tajahu kadara’. 10. 


When Vaidehi (Sita) heard the message of the Lord (Sri Ram), she became so much 
overwhelmed with love and affection that she lost awareness of her own body. 
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[For a moment she forgot all about her sufferings and miseries; she forgot that 
she was weak and hadn’t slept for days. She no longer yearned for death, for new 
hope sprung forth in her heart like a well-spring of life.] (8) 


Hanuman said, ‘Mother, have patience, resilience and courage in your heart. Keep 
remembering Lord Ram who grants happiness, joy and bliss to his devotees and 
followers who serve him (sevaka sukhadata). (9) 


Invoke the glories and majesty of Lord Raghupati (Sri Ram) in your heart. Pay heed 
to my advice, and abandon all your misgivings, banish all ill-thoughts, and free your 
mind from gloomy forebodings.' 

['Mother; I advise you to stop regretting for the past as you cannot change it; 
be confident in your present as the future rests upon it; and have hope for the future as 
there is always a sunrise after the darkness of the night. Don’t be disheartened and 
forlorn; have faith as it is the basis of hope, and hope is the basis of life. If you live, 
you will meet Lord Ram again; but if you despair and lose life then you will drag the 
Lord along with you. Would you like that to happen? Then listen to me: have patience 
and courage. | (10) 


ao. fafa Pent udin aa tata ot Pars | 
wert geet sf ere AY Pare ATTN 84 N 

doha. 

nisicara nikara patanga sama raghupati bana krsanu. 

janani hrdayam dhira dharu jare nisacara janu. 15. 


The demon hordes are like a swarm of insects, whilst the arrows of Lord Ram are like 
a blazing fire. Oh Mother (janani)! Be resilient, have patience and courage in your 
heart, and consider these demons as good as burnt out insects’. (Doha no. 15) 


[Note— Just as insects are lured towards the flame and get burnt consequentially, so 
will all the demons die when hit by Lord Ram's powerful fiery arrows. Oh Mother, 
there is no doubt about it.] 


"dio. wit tase Erf Gla Us | Hed ALS facta VERUS I 9 I 
TH OM Ue SE ST AA TRA She VATA HT UU 
caupat. 


jaum raghubira hoti sudhi pā'ī. karate nahim bilambu raghura^. 1. 
rama bana rabi u'em janaki. tama barütha kaham jatudhana ki. 2. 


Had Lord Ram, the Great Lord of king Raghu’s line (raghura'l), been aware of your 
whereabouts, then forsooth and without gainsay he would not have delayed even for a 
moment’. (1) 
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Oh Daughter of Janak (‘janak?’; Sita)! When the dazzling sun symbolized by Lord 
Ram's splendorous arrows rises in the sky over the horizon, say then where will the 
darkness represented by the demon remain’? (2) 


[Note—'This assurance is in reply to Sita’s question as to why Lord Ram has become 
so stone-hearted that he has not come yet to free her, in Chaupai no. 4 that precedes 
Doha no. 14 herein above. 


?The imagery is excellent. The sun rises in the horizon, traverses through the sky, and 
then sets in the opposite horizon. When Lord Ram would shoot his shining arrows, 
they will rise from the ground, follow their trajectory across the sky, and then descend 
upon the demons to kill them before hitting the ground on the opposite side of the 
battle-field. The war and its many battles would be fought during the day time, and so 
the sunlight would make the arrows gleam brilliantly, like shafts of lightening darting 
across the firmament. 

Here, the gleaming arrows of Lord Ram are likened to the rays of the sun, and 
the dark-complexioned demons, whose inner-selves too are dark due to sin and evil 
they stand for, are likened to the darkness of the night. ] 


state rq À mS ears Pp stra AS XT STATS di 3d 
won fea writ ere ST patie afea agg TEST I UI 
fatter uit cife A srefé i fag ae ma rq ete uu u 


abahirn matu mair ja'um lava’. prabhu ayasu nahirn rama dōhā'. 3. 
kachuka divasa janani dharu dhira. kapinha sahita a'ihahim raghubira. 4. 
nisicara mari tohi lai jaihahirn. tihum pura naradadi jasu gaihahirn. 5. 


Mother (matu), I can take you back this instant itself, but I don't have this mandate 
from the Lord, I say this truthfully to you on oath of Lord Ram. 

[Please mother, understand my predicament. It's not that I can't free you right 
now, but I don't have the permission to do so, neither from Lord Ram nor from 
Angad, our prince, or from Jamvant, our elderly advisor and the one who had inspired 
me to rise up to the occasion and come here. So therefore, I am constrained to 
exercise great restraint on my natural instinct, which wants me to take you back 
immediately.'] (3) 


Mother (janani)! Have patience for some more days’, for Lord Ram, the brave Lord 
of the Raghu dynasty (raghubira), would come soon with a formidable army of Kapis 
(monkeys and bears). (4) 


He will slay the demons and take you back to freedom with all honour. It would be a 
glorious and grand event, so magnificent, so majestic and so singular that celestial 
sages like Narad and other minstrels would glorify it and make it immortal through 
their songs and ballads for all times to come. 

[So therefore, don't despond mother; have courage and patience and hope, for 
these are forsooth the virtues of life. P11 go back and soon bring Lord Ram here; the 
Lord would come with a formidable army of monkeys and bears, and upon my honour 
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I say to you to have faith in me, to trust me and the words of a gentleman, that all 
these demons who have caused you so much trouble and torment would be defeated 
and slayed in the war that would ensue to free you. Be certain mother that you will 
indeed be freed, of which there is no gainsay.]’ (5) 


[Note—'Lord Ram as well as Jamvant had given clear instructions to Hanuman to just 
go and find about Sita, and come back with her news. Refer: Ram Charit Manas, 
Kishkindha Kand, Chaupai line no. 11 that precedes Doha no. 23; and Chaupai line 
nos. 11-12 that precede Doha no. 30 respectively. 


*Hanuman had heard already that Ravana had given a one-month grace period to Sita. 
{Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 9 that precedes Doha no. 
10 herein above.} So there was a lot of time in hand; Ravana would definitely not 
harm Sita during this grace period as, though he was a demon, he was a great king, 
and kings are known by their words, for if a king loses his word he loses his honour, 
and the right to be called a ‘king’; so this was the guarantee. 

And, come to think of it, it was also the reason why Ravana did no harm to 
Sita even his cherished golden city of Lanka was burnt to cinders by Hanuman, about 
which we shall read shortly, and later on as the ferocious bloody war raged all around, 
when Lord Ram actually came with his army, even as one after another of all the great 
demon warriors bit the dust, so much so that his own son Meghnad, as well as his 
brother Kumbhakaran, too died. Truly indeed, such is the importance that great kings 
gave to their word of honour. This principle is explicitly declared in Ram Charit 
Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 28 where king 
Dasrath himself declares “It is a established doctrine and a matter of honour for the 
kings of the Raghu's line that it is better to die than to break one’s word”. ] 


E Ua aft wa Gets GAT | Saar afe We STAT N G II 
At gas UH Adal a aft wie hta Fst ear it v 1 
Ah VENT GENT | AAT Wah Strat ST I c, Ul 

Cla AA NT Aa MAH OPT OT BU We TTS N |i 


haim suta kapi saba tumhahi samana. jatudhana ati bhata balavana. 6. 
morem hrdaya parama sandeha. suni kapi pragata kinhi nija deha. 7. 
kanaka bhüdharakara sarira. samara bhayankara atibala bira. 8. 

sita mana bharosa taba bhaya'u. puni laghu rüpa pavanasuta laya'u. 9. 


[Upon this assertion of Hanuman—one, that he could have taken her back if he had 
the permission of Lord Ram, and two, that Lord Ram would come with an army of 
Kapis to kill the demons and free her—Sita expressed her reservations. The demons 
were cruel giants; their had huge forms and fierce demeanours; their teeth and nails 
were like long spears and sharp swords, with which they could tear apart anything no 
matter how strong and thick it was; their blows put to shame the force of the sledge- 
hammer; eating live creatures raw, and drinking their blood in draughts as if it were 
wine, was their repast; knowing no mercy and ever ready to shed blood at the slightest 
provocation, and often even without it, they had trampled underfoot and crushed even 


679 


the mightiest of warriors, not even sparing the gods of heaven who trembled by the 
mere mention of their names. 

To wit, Sita had her doubts; she wondered if Hanuman’s assurances were 
nothing more then airy bluster; merely a loud talk and pretentious boastfulness with 
no pith in it. He had a small frame, which was like that of a pygmy, no comparison of 
course to his adversary, the demons, who were awe-inspiringly colossal in their mere 
size. 

So, unable to repress her anxiety, and so much the better for it because it was 
far wise to be sure of something so serious and of grave consequence as that which 
was proposed, than to rely upon imaginary virtues of chivalry, valiance and bravery 
only to be ridiculed and dishonoured in the end, Sita said to Hanuman—] 


‘My dear son (suta)! All the Kapis (monkeys and bears) must be like you are in their 

forms (diminutive and like pygmies in size), whereas the demon warriors are giants 
who not only have colossal frames but are also very powerful and strong (befitting 
their huge frames). (6) 


This has caused a lot of doubt in my mind (if what you say is actually feasible).’ 
Hearing these words of Sita, Hanuman revealed his true form. (7) 


This form was like a golden-coloured mountain, for it was huge and colossus. [To wit, 
it was the form that Hanuman had revealed to Jamvant and others prior to his 
departure for Lanka!.] 

This formidable form inspired awe and instilled fear in the mind and heart of 
the enemy in a battle, for it was most terrifying and fearful, one that was evidently full 
of strength, courage and valour. (7) 


When Sita saw this form of Hanuman, she became reassured; her mind and heart now 
had faith on the truthfulness of what he had said to her. She no more had any trace of 
doubts lingering in her. 

Soon after that, the son of the wind-god (“pavanasuta”; Hanuman) reverted 
back to his diminutive form’. (8) 


[Note—'Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, Chaupai line nos. 6-7 that 
precede Doha no. 30. 


“Hanuman showed his colossus form for a few minutes, just enough to satisfy Sita. He 
quickly became small in size, because he wished not to be detected before he would 
so wish. But this momentary sight reassured Sita that the monkeys and bears were 
indeed good matches for the demons; rather they surpassed their adversaries by many 
notches. 

The use of the epithet ‘son of the wind-god’ is significant here: the air or the 
wind is so subtle and invisible that it can enter the smallest crevice easily, even 
without anyone noticing it. Even light can do so, but there is a big difference between 
the two. Light would travel only in a straight line, and if the cavern makes a bend, the 
path of the light would be blocked. But it is not so with the air, or the wind; it would 
enter at one end of the long corridor, flow through its bends and curves, highs and 
lows, and make its presence felt at the other end which is at a complete different angle 
or plane from the point of its entrance. To wit, air has maneuverability and flexibility 
that other elements of Nature lack, for neither the earth, nor the fire or the water can 
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have it; as the ‘earth’ is fettered by its weight and gravity, the ‘fire’ would lose its heat 
with distance, and ‘water’ would dry up and evaporate if it has to flow long distances. 

Besides this, only the ‘air’? can move about in an invisible form; earth, fire and 
water can’t remain hidden from sight for long. 

To wit, Hanuman, being the ‘son of the wind-god’, had certain singular 
qualities that no one else possessed, and one such quality was his ability to get in and 
out without being visibly noticed, and the other was to expand to any size he wished, 
for his ‘parent’, the wind, can expand to fill the whole space of the sky or limit itself 
to a small balloon, not to mention of course the powerful force that the ‘wind’ 
inherently possesses, a force that can cause trees to topple, huge waves to rise in the 
ocean, and raise dust storms in a desert that obscure the sun. ] 


a0. Oy War RSTERT ale set sra foramen | 
WY Wary d Tess Gls WA TT Sume VE I 
doha. 


sunu mata sakhamrga nahim bala bud'dhi bisala. 
prabhu pratapa tem garurahi kha'i parama laghu byala. 16. 


Hanuman said to Sita, ‘Listen mother! Those who dwell on the branches of trees 
(*sakhamrga'"; here referring to the Kapis, the monkeys) do not have any 
commendable strength or wisdom of their own, but it doesn't really matters for even a 
small snake can devour Garud (who is Lord Vishnu's mount and famed as the eater of 
serpents, for whom serpents are like fodder) by the grace of the Lord (Sri Ram)". 

[To wit, impossible things become possible if the Lord God so wishes. So 
don’t you worry; for even if the Kapis are weaker in strength and power than the 
demons, yet if Lord Ram would so wish then the same Kapis would trounce the 
demons without hesitation, without doubt. So, have faith.] (Doha no. 16) 


[Note—'In this verse, Hanuman shows his humility and devotion for his Lord, Sri 
Ram. He credits all achievements, of his present efforts as well as all the future 
successes of his compatriots in the war that is shortly to commence, on the glory and 
grace of Lord Ram. 

He also addresses Sita’s reservations expressed by her in verse nos. 6-7 herein 
above. Sita need not worry at all; even if what she says were to be true, that the Kapis 
are no match for the demons, yet she has forgotten about one factor—about the 
divinity, the glory and the majestic powers that Lord Ram possesses. 

If the king is powerful and strong, and his army committed and devoted to 
him, and this is aided by the fact that the cause and objective for which the war is 
fought is righteous, noble and honourable, then the victory will surely be theirs; there 
is no doubt about it. ] 


"dio. wer Were upra enfu art | eat Ware AST AT STAT t 9 t 
emere die Wares SAT (ETE Id ser Stet TAT I 3 UI 
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aE HA WY ste alt erar (fni Um TT SAAT U v ul 


caupat. 


mana santosa sunata kapi bani. bhagati pratapa teja bala sani. 1. 

asisa dinhi ramapriya jana. hohu tata bala sila nidhana. 2. 

ajara amara gunanidhi suta hohü. karahum' bahuta raghunayaka chohü. 3 
karahum krpa prabhu asa suni kana. nirbhara préma magana hanumana. 4. 


When Sita heard Kapi's (Hanuman's) words imbued with the glorious virtues of 
devotion, valour, dynamism, self-confidence, courage and strength, she was extremely 
glad and felt very contented in her heart and mind (“mana santoósa")!. (1) 


Sita's heart overflowed with gratitude and love for him as she realized that Hanuman 
was very dear to Lord Ram, and his favourite. Blessing him profusely from the 
innermost recesses of her heart, she said, ‘My dear son (tata)! May you become an 
abode of strength, courage and valour; may you be a repository of all the glorious and 
excellent virtues there are (bala sila nidhana)! (2) 


My son (Suta)! May you ever remain immune to the decay that the body suffers from 
due to the aging process; may you become immortal; may you be a treasury of all the 
excellent virtues and the best of qualities that exist in this world! And to crown these 
blessings, may Lord Ram (raghunayaka) always be exceptionally gracious and most 
kind upon you.’ (3) 


When Hanuman heard with his ears the last blessing of Sita, viz. *may Lord Ram 
always be gracious and kind upon you", he was so overwhelmed with gratitude, with 
emotions of love and affection surging in his heart, that for some time he lost 
awareness of his own self". (4) 


[Note— Hanuman's words were a moment of epiphany for Sita; she realized that he 
was truly devoted to Lord Ram, was totally committed to him, and was determined to 
serve the Lord most diligently, faithfully and sincerely, to the best of his ability. 

We have read in previous verses how Hanuman had assured Sita that her 
sufferings would soon end, that Lord Ram remembers her, grieves for her, and loves 
her twice as much as she loves him. He had also reminded her of the Lord's majesty, 
exceptional glories, astounding strength and dynamic powers, reassuring her that her 
tormentors, the evil demons, would be reduced to ashes by the fire-spewing arrows of 
Lord Ram which would burn them just like flies are burnt when they swarm around 
the flames of a raging fire; it would be such a fantastic feat that would be remembered 
and sung by sages, minstrels and bards for generations after generations to come. 
Hanuman had also told Sita that he was a devoted servant of Lord Ram, and though 
he was capable to take her back immediately yet he desists from doing so as it would 
violate the orders of the Lord, as he had told him just to go and find about her. All 
these things hint at the virtues listed here for Hanuman—devotion, glory, valour, self- 
confidence, strength and courage. (Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai 
line no. 10 that precedes Doha no. 14—to Doha no. 16.} 


^We have read earlier that when Sita heard that Lord Ram remembers her and loves 
her much, she too was overwhelmed with joy and gratitude, and had become so 
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emotional that for some moments she had lost awareness of her own body like the 
way Hanuman felt when Sita blessed him that he would eternally be in the gracious 
looks of the Lord. {Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 8 that 
precedes Doha no. 15.}] 


an an ATS ua STAT | ATT sper GATT on AT AT N UI 
ST HAP was Hara | enu aa stave fenem i S ui 


bara bara na'esi pada sisa. bola bacana jori kara kisa. 5. 
aba krtakrtya bhaya'um maim mata. asisa tava amogha bikhyata. 6. 


The Kapi (*kisa"; Hanuman) bowed his head repeatedly at the feet of Sita, and 
clasping his hands in supplication and humility, he said --- (5) 


‘Oh mother (mata)! I am fully contented and fulfilled; I have accomplished all that is 
to be accomplished; I am exceptionally grateful and obliged to you (krtakrtya)—for 
in all sooth and without gainsay, it is known throughout the world that your blessings 
are infallible and inviolable. [Indeed, I am so fortunate; I am lucky as no one has ever 
been. ] (6) 


Og Ad Ale arena wat (enti Sa Wax wer BET 9 N 
wp ae ane fates uen pur oque WHE STE 0 2 t 


fag oat a Are Ae TÉ Ds que TS AME FA Are N g M 


sunahu matu mohi atisaya bhükha. lagi dekhi sundara phala rükha. 7. 

sunu suta karahim bipina rakhavart. parama subhata rajanicara bhari. 8. 
tinha kara bhaya mata mohi nahim. jaum tumha sukha manahu mana mahim. 
9, 


Listen mother, I am feeling very hungry, and my hunger is particularly stoked by the 
sight of beautiful raw-and-ripe fruits (sundara phala rükha) that I perceive on the 
trees that are in abundance in this garden. 

[To wit, had there been no fruit-trees around this place, perhaps my hunger 
would have remained forgotten by me as I have a lot of work to do. But I can't help; 
the sight and the smell of this ripe succulent fruits have ignited my appetite which is 
now gnawing at my stomach, which seems to be empty; I am starving, and can't wait 
any longer to eat. So mother, if I have your permission, can I eat?]' (7) 


Sita replied, ‘Listen son. This garden is being protected by exceptionally strong and 
bold demon guards. [So it is fraught with grave danger to openly eat fruits from the 
trees here. I don't want to put you to any unwarranted risks; so I am not sure whether 
I should agree with your request.]’ (8) 
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[When Sita expressed her reservations, Hanuman assured her that if she is pleased by 
his eating fruits from the trees, then she should not worry about anything else because 
he is competent to tackle all other matters. ] 

Hanuman said, ‘Mother, if you are pleased and feel happy in your heart by 
allowing me to eat fruits from these trees, then be rest assured that I have no fear from 
these demon warriors who guard the garden. [To hell with them; I don’t bother a dime 
about these demon guards as long as you have no objection to my eating these fruits.’ 


(9) 


[Note—'It is a common observation that when a person has to do some important 
work he loses his appetite till the time that work is not finished, but as soon as the 
work is completed he suddenly feels very hungry. So was also the case with 
Hanuman—his mission was successful, for he had found Sita, had talked with her, 
had given Lord Ram’s ring to her, and had also assured her that soon the Lord would 
come to free her. He was now set to return home when he saw the beautiful fruit trees. 
This suddenly made him feel hungry, and so he sought Sita's permission to eat.] 


a0. a wf ser for aft Hes web ITE | 
vqufa ATT ead AT ara AIT Het GATE ll 976 N 
doha. 


dekhi bud'dhi bala nipuna kapi kahe'u janakim jahu. 
raghupati carana hrdayam dhari tata madhura phala khahu. 17. 


Perceiving that the Kapi (Hanuman) was very wise, intelligent, prudent and adroit, as 
well as able, strong and valiant, Janki (Sita) gave him her assent, granting him 
permission to eat fruits to satisfy his hunger. She said, ‘Go my son; after invoking the 
holy feet of Lord Ram and enshrining them in your heart, eat as many sweet and 
succulent fruits as is your desire. (Doha no. 17) 


[Note—Sita has put only one condition for Hanuman—which is to remember Lord 
Ram and fix his attention on the holy feet of the Lord while he eats as many fruits as 
he wants. This means that as long as Hanuman remembers the holy feet of the Lord, 
as long as he keeps in mind that the Lord is his guardian and protector, no harm can 
ever come to him; it is a veritable shield that would protect him. 

A devotee should take a hint from this advice of Sita—that if he remembers 
Lord Ram, and always keeps in his mind that the Lord is his greatest protector and a 
benevolent guardian, then he would be rest assured that no harm whatever can come 
to him. 

Earlier, in Chaupai line nos. 1-4 that precede Doha no. 17 herein above, we 
come across a similar idea concerning the excellent qualities of Hanuman. ] 


dio. aes alg fae des UT i Het arate ae a APT 9 i 
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EnA tet ate fseu sum i tase uia ate ate ST uv I 


caupat. 


cale'u na'i siru paithe'u baga. phala kha'esi taru toraim laga. 1. 

rahé taham bahu bhata rakhavare. kachu maresi kachu ja'i pukare. 2. 
natha eka ava kapi bhari. tehim asoka batika ujari. 3. 

kha'esi phala aru bitapa upare. racchaka mardi mardi mahi dare. 4. 


After receiving Sita's permission, Hanuman bowed his head at her feet and proceeded 
quietly towards the part of the garden which was rich with fruit trees. Once there, he 
started eating fruits at random, nibbling a little of one and biting a piece of another, all 
the while breaking trees and their branches (by violently shaking them). (1) 


There were numerous guards to protect the garden; some of them were thrashed by 
Hanuman, others were killed by him, and some who managed to escape took to flight, 
running to inform their king Ravana about the violent intruder and havoc that he had 
unleashed in the royal garden’. (2) 


They cried out, ‘Oh Lord, a huge monkey has come from somewhere, and he has laid 
the Ahoka grove to waste. (3) 


He is eating fruits (and throwing them all over), uprooting trees, and breaking their 
branches. As for the guards, he has thrashed all of them mercilessly; some are lying 
wounded and some dead on the ground. 

[The situation the Ashok garden is extremely explosive, and never ever in our 
lives have we experienced anything of this sort. The garden is ruined, its guards dead 
or wounded, and the intruder is running amok in it, without anyone being able to stop 
him. There is complete mayhem and havoc in the garden; virtually all our guards have 
been massacred; we somehow managed to flee with our lives to inform you, otherwise 
we were also as good as dead.]’ (4) 


[Note—'As soon as Hanuman went on the rampage in the orchard full of ripe and 
succulent trees, a place that was well planned and laid out as it was Ravana's private 
garden-of-pleasure, the demon soldiers guarding it panicked as they were caught 
totally unawares by the unexpected and sudden assault; they were on the back-foot 
right from the start even as Hanuman mercilessly beat them, resulting in some 
suffering from severe wounds, and some dying in the mayhem that followed. Feeling 
out-maneuvered and overrun by him, they ran helter-skelter in complete disarray like 
a defeated army retreating in great haste to escape the wrath of the victorious enemy 
in hot pursuit, or like dry leaves scattering during a severe storm. 

Why did Hanuman ruin Ravana's precious garden? One reason is that he was 
seething with anger from the time he first saw Sita in a sorry state, and then when he 
heard Ravana threatening her with dire consequences, even warning to kill her at the 
end of one month, the fire of his anger was fuelled further. So therefore he wanted to 
teach Ravana a bitter lesson. The other reason is that he wanted to see how the demon 
army worked, how prepared it was, what its weapons were, and get an idea of the 
morale of its soldiers. The third reason is that he wanted to have a personal interview 
with Ravana so as to judge him, to see him from close quarters, and try to understand 
his mind and intentions; this would also give him an opportunity to become 
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acquainted with his chief courtiers, so that he can recognize them by face later on. 
The fourth reason was that he wished to see the city of Lanka as well as the royal 
court of Ravana by the day light in order see the details of the place’s general lay out 
and topography, and to get an idea of the position of its defenses and population. And 
the fifth and the most important reason was to break the morale and the courage of the 
demons, to instill fear in their hearts and terror in their minds, by single-handedly 
crushing the demon warriors who protected the royal garden, beating and killing them 
ruthlessly, and devastating the garden itself. 

Not only this, more insult and humiliation of the demons were wating for 
them, for soon we shall read that Hanuman set the city of Lanka on fire, a raging fire 
that ravaged the whole city and reduced it to cinders so much so that the famed 
‘gilded city of Lanka’, that was once the envy of heaven, was turned into an eerie and 
ghostly place of smouldering, blackened and burnt out structures. If any residual pride 
and esteem was still left in Ravana after the destruction of his favourite garden, then 
surely it was reduced to dust when his cherished golden city of Lanka was burnt down 
right before his nose, without his being able to either stop or capture the perpetrator of 
this large scale devastation. ] 
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When Ravana heard of the devastation caused by Hanuman, as reported by the 
guards, he immediately dispatched innumerable demon warriors to the site (to restore 
order and capture the intruder). However, when Hanuman saw them, he roared aloud 
(as if to challenge them, and show his utter contempt towards them). (5) 


The Kapi (Hanuman) slayed almost all of the demons; the few who somehow 
managed to escape death, though they were thrashed viciously black-and-blue, ran 
back with their lives, yelling and pleading in terror. 

[To wit, the demons were beaten so ferociously by Hanuman that they were 
left more dead than alive. The few demon warriors who survived the slaughter ran 
back in panic to the court of Ravana, limping and staggering, some dumb out of fear 
and others howling in horror, to report to him of the complete rout of the army.] (6) 


Then he (Ravana) sent (his son) Akshayakumar. He proceeded to the site of the 
confrontation (1.e. the Ashok garden) with a detachment of his crack troops. (7) 


As soon as he (Hanuman) saw him (Akshayakumar) approach, he uprooted a huge 
tree and held it in his hands to threaten him; he then hit the latter (Akshayakumar) so 
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hard with this tree that he fell down dead (with a single blow). Then Hanuman yelled 
and roared thunderously!. (8) 


[Note—'After killing Akshayakumar with the blow of the tree, Hanuaman roared in 
victory. It ought to be noted that Akshayakumar was the first member of the Ravana’s 
family who has died. Obviously his death not only alarmed Ravana but also made him 
seethe with anger, determined to take revenge. | 
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Out of the demon warriors who had come with Akshayakumar, some were killed, 
some crushed and smothered, some were caught and stomped underfoot in dust, and 
some who survived this mayhem and slaughter ran back in panic to plead urgently 
with Ravana, ‘Alack oh Lord, this intruding monkey is terror personified; he seems to 
be too strong and invincible for us." (Doha no. 18) 


[Note--'The demon warriors told Ravana that Hanuman had unleashed complete 
havoc and created utter chaos all over in the royal garden. When Ravana observed the 
severely wounded demons who were trembling in horror and had fear writ all over 
their faces, all drenched in blood and somehow just able to breathe and stand on their 
feet as they were more dead than alive, so when they made no mention of 
Akshayakumar, Ravana had a hunch that his son was dead, though of course none of 
the demons had the courage to mention this bad tiding in explicit terms as they feared 
inviting Ravana's fiery anger and instant punishment, most certainly which would be 
death.] 
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When the king of Lanka (“lankésa”; Ravana) heard of the death of his son 
(Akshayakumar)', he got furious; he then sent Meghanad? (his other son), who was 
extremely strong and powerful (to take revenge). (1) 


Ravana instructed him—‘Son, don't kill the intruder; just tie him up and bring him 
here. Let us see who this Kapi (monkey) is, and from whither has he come.' (2) 
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[Note—'The demon warriors who came to report to Ravana had only told him that 
“the monkey is extremely powerful”: refer Doha no. 18 herein above. But they did not 
have the guts to clearly tell him that Akshayakumar was also dead as they feared that 
the demon who would dare to utter this bad news would be singled out to become the 
object of Ravana’s severe wrath. But Ravana was an intelligent king, and so he could 
easily guess that his son was no longer alive; for had he been alive these reporters 
would have told Ravana that his son was safe and has sent such and such urgent 
message from the battle front, for instance seeking reinforcements. From their 
terrified countenance and panicky demeanours Ravana could easily deduce that things 
had gone real nasty on the ground, and that his son Akshayakumar was no more. 


*Meghnad was so-called because he could roar as loud as the clap of thunder. 
“Megha” = cloud, especially rain-bearing clouds that produce lightening and thunder; 
“Naad” = a loud reverberating noise. 

He is also called ‘Indrajeet’ or the one who had conquered Indra, the king of 

Gods. This relates to the event when he had defeated Indra in a battle to free his father 
Ravana from his captivity. This story is narrated in Anand Ramayan (of Valmiki), 
Saar Kand (Chapter 1), Sarga (Canto) 13, verse nos. 78-82. 
Why did Ravana decide to take the risk of putting his other son Meghnad to danger 
even after learning of the ferocity of Hanuman? It was because he was convinced of 
Meghand's strength, powers and abilities. It was Meghnad who had freed him from 
the captivity of Indra, the king of Gods, which was surely not an easy task. In Valmiki 
Ramayan, Sundar Kand, Canto 48, verse no. 6, Ravana praises Meghnad as follows: 
“Oh son. You are like me in the powers derived by Tapa (doing penances and 
austerities), in the physical strength of the body, in valour and courage, in skill with 
weapons and force of arms, and in the art of warfare. When I feel myself in danger in 
the battle-field, then at that time as soon as I remember you I feel encouraged and 
reassured of victory; all my worries and distresses vanish.’ 

Ravana was absolutely convinced that Meghnad could capture anyone he 
wishes, even the mighty gods are no match against him: refer—Ram Charit Manas, 
Baal Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-3 that precede Doha no. 182. 

Another interesting thing is that amongst all the demon warriors, it was only 
Meghnad who could roar loudly and deafeningly like the clap of thunder. The soldiers 
who had come back to report of the devastation caused by Hanuman and about his 
powers must have also reported that the latter roars thunderously like a giant. So 
therefore, Ravana thought he should send someone who can also roar equally 
thunderously and was equally powerful and strong so as to show the intruder that he 
has his match in Lanka. And the only one demon warrior Ravana could think of who 
could challenge Hanuman was Meghand. 

Why did Ravana ordered Meghnad not to kill the intruder but only tie him up 
and bring him to the court? Obviously it is because Ravana wished to learn more 
about the lord or the master on whose orders Hanuman had come to Lanka; if he was 
killed then no further information would be available about the principle enemy. If the 
intruder is caught alive then certainly a lot of information can be extracted from him 
about the enemy, and consequently defenses can be fine tuned and offensive strategy 
can be formulated in case there is an actual confrontation.] 
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The great warrior (Meghanad) who was peerless in strength and valour, and who once 
had even vanquished Indra, the king of the gods, proceeded very angrily to face 
Hanuman when he learnt that his brother (Akshayakumar) had been killed. (3) 


When the Kapi (Hanuman) observed that a mighty warrior is approaching him 
menacingly, he too became angry, and he dashed forward immediately’, gnashing his 
teeth violently and roaring thunderously. (4) 


[Note—'This shows that Hanuman did not hesitate even for a moment when he saw 
Meghnad coming to confront him. It proves that Hanuman was bold and fearless; he 
was very confident of his own abilities, and was sure that no harm could ever come to 
him due to the grace of Lord Ram. ] 
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He (Hanuman) uprooted a huge tree and slammed the Prince of Lanka (Meghnad) 
with it, as a result of which the latter fell down from his chariot. (5) 


All the great demon warriors who had accompanied the prince were seized by 
Hanuman one by one, who thrashed them ferociously and then squashed them against 
his body, reducing them to a pulp. (6) 


After decimating the demon warriors, he (Hanuman) engaged the prince (Meghnad) in 
a duel—the sight of the two mighty warriors engaged in close hand-to-hand combat 
gave the impression of two great elephants angrily entangled with each other. (7) 


Then Hanuman hit Meghand fiercely with his fist, and then jumped onto a tree; this 
punch left the latter reeling, and he fainted for a moment. (8) 


When he (Meghnad) regained his consciousness, he employed many tricks of delusive 
nature (i.e. many magical charms in which he was an expert)’, but no matter how hard 
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he tried the son of the wind god (“prabhanjana jaya”; Hanuman) could not be 
subdued by him. (9) 


[Note—'The fistful that Meghnad suffered from Hanuman was too much for him. He 
was so rattled by it that he decided that he should best avoid a direct confrontation 
with his enemy, and so he engaged in an indirect attack on Hanuman by employing 
certain magical tricks in which he was an expert. Yet, inspite of all his maneuverings 
and deceptions, Meghnad could not overcome Hanuman who always outwitted him. | 
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Frustrated and peeved, Meghnad at last aimed the infallible weapon known as 
‘Brahma Astra" at the Kapi (Hanuman). 

At this, Hanuman thought within himself, ‘If I do not yield to this weapon then 
it would undermine the authority and the glory of the creator Brahma as this weapon 
is sanctified and empowered by invoking Brahma's name. 

[To wit therefore, I must submit myself to it, though if I wish I can easily defy 
it. But if I nullify this weapon of Brahma like I have been neutralizing all other 
weapons used by Meghnad, it will set a bad precedent, and it would be tantamount to 
insulting the authority and the powers of the Creator, which I must not do at all. 
Hence, it is proper for me to submit voluntarily before this weapon to show respect to 
Brahma. Besides, this will give me an opportunity to come face to face with Ravana 
in his court; it will help me to see many other things, such as the way he and his court 
function. It will also help me to get a direct idea of his army, its strengths and 
weapons, as it is sure that I will have to ultimately face them when I decide to free 
myself from this snare. So actually this Brahma's weapon is a god-sent opportunity 
for me to make more investigations about the demon army and its preparedness. |’ 
(Doha no. 19) 


[Note— Brahma-Astra is like an arrow or a missile. It is literally a weapon that 
cannot fail as it is used by invoking the powers of the creator Brahma.] 
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He (Meghnad) finally shot the Kapi (Hanuman) with Brahma’s arrow (or the arrow 
empowered by invoking Brahma's powers; *brahmabana"). Even as he fell, 
Hanuman slayed as many demon warriors as he could lay his hands on. (1) 


When he (Meghnad) saw that the Kapi was unconscious, he (gathered courage to go 
near him and)! tied the latter in a snare consisting of snakes (nagapasa) and then 
took him as a captive (to the court of Ravana). (2) 


[Note—'Meghnad was so terrified of Hanuman that he could not gather courage to 
approach him till he was certain that the latter was unconscious. 

Once when Meghnad had taken Indra as a captive, the creator Brahma had 
gone to plead for his freedom, and at that time he had given his own weapon, known 
as ‘Brahma Astra’, to Meghnad in return of Indra's freedom. 

The *Naag-pash' or the serpent-snare was given to Meghnad by Varun, the 
god of water.] 
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Expressing his amazement at this singular event, as well as to explain it, Lord Shiva, 
the primary narrator of this magnificent story, told his consort Parvati, who is also 
known as Bhavani, ‘Listen Bhavani. The Lord (i.e. Sri Ram), by repeating whose holy 
name wise men are able to cut through the formidable snare represented by the cycle 
of transmigration, and thereby attain freedom from all misery [3]—is it ever possible 
that the messenger of the same Lord can be captured by any kind of worldly snare? 
No, it is impossible; it is only for the purpose of serving the Lord's cause that the 
Kapi (Hanuman) had voluntarily allowed himself to be caught in this ‘serpent-snare’ 
[4]. (3-4) 


[Note—As we have already read in Doha no. 19 herein above, Hanuman decided to 
surrender himself before Brahma's weapon voluntarily so as to maintain its sanctity. 

But what about the *Naag-pash'? We shall read soon that Hanuman freed 
himself easily from this serpent-snare at the right moment when he decided to do so; 
he simply reduced the size of his body, which helped to loosen the grip of the snare 
from which he set himself free by slithering out of it—refer: Sundar Kand, Chaupai 
line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 25. 

But till that time arrived he decided to remain ensnared. It helped him to go to 
Ravana's court unopposed; it helped him to have sneak view of the city as he was 
being taken to the court through its streets, as well as the entrances to the royal 
palaces of Ravana while he passed through them; it helped him see the general 
populace of Lanka and judge its mood; it helped him to see the ministers and the 
commanders of the demon army who gathered in the court to attend the spectacle of 
his interview with Ravana. All this would go to serve the interest of the Lord's army 
when the assault will finally be launched, and help the Lord and his commanders to 
plan their war strategy. 
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Hanuman had received a number of boons from different Gods during his 
early childhood; these are enumerated in Valmiki’s Ramayana, Uttar Kand, Canto 36. 
Amongst these boons were two that are relevant here—the one granted by the creator 
Brahma, and the other by Varun, the god of water. 

Brahma had blessed Hanuman that none of his weapons, called the Brahma 
Astra, would ever be able to kill him (refer: Valmiki’s Ramayana, Uttar Kand, Canto 
36, verse no. 21); and Varun had blessed him that he would be immune to his snare, 
known as the Naag Pash, as well as any harm that may come from the water element 
(refer: Valmiki’s Ramayana, Uttar Kand, Canto 36, verse no. 15). 

This is the reason why Hanuman had no fear of the mighty ocean while 
crossing it, and neither was he even whit worried when Meghnad shot the Brahma- 
Astra at him nor when he was tied by the Naag-Pash—because he knew that he was 
immune to their harmful effects. 

So it means that when Meghnad hit Hanuman with the Brahma-Astra, the 
latter only feigned fainting as a gesture of surrender to the might of Brahma’s weapon 
and to show honour and respect to the Creator. Similar was the case with the Naag- 
Pash; Hanuman simply wanted to show respect to Varun, the god of water, by 
pretending to be tied with this snare. As we have observed earlier, it was a strategic 
move by him so that he can find more details about Lanka, about Ravana and his 
ministers, and about the demon army and its commanders. 

Now therefore, we come to another interesting conclusion here that would 
answer the question ‘how did Meghnad carry Hanuman to Ravana’s court? After 
Meghnad succeeded in subduing Hanuman with the Brahma-Astra and then tying him 
up with the Naag-Pash, he did not have to carry Hanuman to Ravana’s court on a 
stretcher or a hammock or by any other means that are usually employed to carry 
unconscious persons, for Hanuman was fully conscious and could easily walk along 
on his two legs like a captive tied in ropes and being led to the king. As he and his 
captors wound their way through the streets of Lanka, a huge crowd of excited and 
curious demon burghers collected and followed them, as it was a spectacle never 
witnessed earlier. Hanuman was teased and jeered at; he was pushed and shoved; but 
he kept his cool for the time being, deciding that he would punish his tormentors 
when the right time came. And so it was that he decided to burn Lanka later on as a 
severe punishment for its rude, impolite and irreverent inhabitants. 

The terror that Hanuman had struck in the psyche of the demons was so severe 
indeed that later on when Angad, whom we would recognize as being the prince of 
the monkeys and the commander of the little group to which Hanuman belonged and 
was sent in the south direction in search of Sita, was sent by Lord Ram as his 
emissary to the court of Ravana before the war commenced in an attempt to make 
truce and avoid a bloody war, there was panic in the city as soon as Angad reached 
there. He was shown respect by the demon citizens; every demon whom he met was 
too willing to oblige him by showing him the way to Ravana’s palace; no one dared to 
joke at him or report to the demon army about his arrival. We shall read about it in 
due course. {Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes 
Doha no. 18—to Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes Doha no. 19.}] 
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When the demons heard that the ferocious Kapi (Hanuman) had been subdued and 
tied', everyone dashed forward with great curiosity to watch the spectacle, and a huge 
crowd collected in the royal court of Ravana. (5) 


The Kapi saw the royal court of the ten-headed Ravana; he was amazed at its 
magnificence and glory, for it was so great and fascinating that it cannot be described 
in words. [To wit, Hanuman was exceedingly charmed by the sight of Ravana's 
majesty and opulence; he had never seen such a sight earlier, so he was lost for 
words.] (6) 


[And what did he behold?] He observed that the great gods and the many custodians 
of the different directions (sura disipa) were all politely standing in attention and in a 
submissive way with clasped hands before Ravana; they were anxiously watching his 
eyebrows (or face) in order to perceive his subtle emotions, to judge whether Ravana 
is favourable towards them or not. (7) 


Inspite of witnessing such a show of majesty, power and authority on the part of 
Ravana, there was no trace of disturbance, fear or apprehension in the Kapi 
(Hanuman); it was like the case of Garud (the king of birds) remaining fearless in the 
midst of serpents”. [To wit, just like Garud has no fear from serpents because the 
former can easily gobble up the latter, Hanuman too remain unmoved by the sight of 
so many ferocious demons around him. The presence of Ravana had instilled fear in 
the hearts of gods and demi-gods, but Hanuman was unbothered.] (8) 


[Note—'The demons had been so terrified that they had remained hidden while 
Hanuman had gone on the rampage in the Ashok garden, killing and wounding a large 
number of demon soldiers. The terror became more marked after the killing of 
Akshayakumar; and it was further aggravated when Hanuman had fiercely beaten 
Meghnad, and made him faint and fall from his chariot. Now when this ferocious 
intruder was captured and tied, the demon citizens came out of hiding and rushed to 
the site to watch the drama unfold. 


^Garud, the king of birds, is the legendary mount of Lord Vishnu; he is said to be an 
eternal enemy of the serpents upon whom he feeds. So Garud is not at all afraid of the 
serpents; the serpents on the contrary are terrified of him. 

Similarly, Hanuman was not at all afraid of either Ravana or any other demon 
warriors; rather it were the demons who were sore affright of him.] 
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When the ten-headed Ravana saw the Kapi (Hanuman), he laughed aloud and said 
many insulting things. But soon he became sober and his heart turned gloomy when 
he remembered the death of his son (Akshayakumar). (Doha no. 20) 


[Note—In the beginning Ravana made a lot of fun of Hanuman; but he soon realised 
that it was the same Hanuman who had killed his own son Akshayakumar. As we 
have read, a huge crowd had gathered in the court to observe the proceedings. So 
Ravana immediately realised his folly—he was joking at the strength and ability of 
the captive now that the latter was tied up in the Naag-Pash, forgetting that this same 
captive had a little while ago killed Akshayakumar, the prince of Lanka. It made 
Ravana look ridiculous in the eyes of his subjects. He was laughing and cracking 
nasty jokes instead of showing anger at the killer of his son. 

Hence, Ravana immediately changed tack and corrected himself; instead of 
laughing and joking at Hanuman he developed a somber and serious mood. ] 
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The king of Lanka (Ravana) asked Hanuman angrily, ‘Say Kapi, who art thou, and on 
whose strength have thee laid the garden to ruin? [To wit, from whence have thee 
come, and on whose instructions have thou destroyed my magnificent grove; tell me 
who art thou.]' (1) 


Oh thy wicked fellow! Have thou never heard of my name? I observe thee to be 
exceptionally bold and fearless. [To wit, my name is sufficient to send shivers down 
the spine of the bravest of warriors, and the boldest of creatures tremble in their knees 
when they hear of mine name. But I find that thou art haughtily standing before me; 
how is it ever possible?] (2) 


For what crime have thee killed the demons’, thou wretch? Aren't thou afraid of thy 
life?’ (3) 


[Note—'This question clearly proves that Lankini, the female demon guard who first 
encountered Hanuman at the gate of the fort when he was trying to get into the city at 
night, and who had suffered severely when Hanuman hit her hard with his closed fist, 
making her bleed in the nose, had decided to keep mum, and had not reported the 
intrusion to her seniors. The reason she gave at the time was her premonition of the 
impending elimination of the demon race led by Ravana as it was prophesized by the 
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creator Brahma that when she is hit so hard by someone that she virtually faints then 
she must realize that the end of the demons was near. So Lankini had blessed 
Hanuman with success instead of reporting about him. {Refer: Ram Charit Manas, 
Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 4—to Chaupai line no. 1 that 
precedes Doha no. 5.} 

Besides her conviction that the end of the demons was near as it was Brahma’s 
prophesy that cannot be negated, there was one other important reason why she kept 
quiet about an enemy’s spy entering the city. She feared severe punishment for 
negligence and letting Hanuman in; she was appointed to guard the gates of the fort 
after due diligence about her abilities and with the full confidence that she had the 
ability to defend it from any intruder whosoever he might be. She had herself asserted 
this when she first challenged Hanuman, saying that she feeds on thieves and 
intruders. {Refer specifically to Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 3 
that precedes Doha no. 4.} 

To wit, till this point Ravana and his military commanders were totally in the 
dark about Hanuman’s entry into the city. They were caught unawares and were so 
preoccupied about the turmoil created by Hanuman’s presence that none of them 
thought of interrogating Lankini. By the grace of the Lord she escaped scrutiny and 
perhaps death, and it was because she had served the cause of the Lord. 


^Ravana was a great diplomat and politician. He did not ask why Hanuman had killed 
his son Akshayakumar, but he showed anger about the death of the demon warriors in 
general. This was primarily meant for the huge crowd of spectators who had 
assembled to watch the spectacle: Ravana wished to gain their loyalty and praise by 
showing that he was more concerned about the death of his soldiers than the loss of 
his own son. | 


Oy wer sais Aaaa ius srg sper favatea Ara N XU 
wires oer Aifa St SAT Ue qui BLT quete iu i 

WT Act Ga ERG Hears | ieh Aaa PT ArT S UI 
eng wir fatal ce Ga d qe A Mos araa SIT I 9 Ul 
R cds Hot fé sis idle Gad TU wer Wa TST IS Ul 
ex quer fafa ste ate | at Geet STET serait t 9 t 


sunu ravana brahmanda nikaya. pa'i jasu bala biracati maya. 4. 

jakem bala birarici hari isa. palata srjata harata dasasisa. 5. 

ja bala sisa dharata sahasanana. andakosa sameta giri kanana. 6. 

dhara'i jo bibidha deha suratrata. tumha se sathanha sikhavanu data. 7. 
hara kodanda kathina jehim bhanja. tehi sameta nrpa dala mada ganja. 8. 
khara dusana trisira aru bali. badhe sakala atulita balasali. 9. 


{In the following verses, Hanuman lists the glories of Lord Ram as an answer to 
Ravana’s first query “who are you and on whose orders have you come here". 
Hanuman tells Ravana that he is a servant of the Lord whose glories he is 
enumerating; this is his credential, and the Lord referred to here is his strength and 
authority. } 
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[Hanuman replied—] ‘Listen Ravana. He (i.e. the Supreme Being) on whose strength 
and authority countless universes are created by Maya (the delusion creating powers 
of the Supreme Being that combine with the creative powers of Mother Nature to 
create a kaleidoscope of diverse universes) (4), --- 


Oh the ten-headed one (Ravana)! He on whose strength and authority the Trinity 
Gods known as Brahma, Hari and Isha (Shiva) are able to create, nourish and sustain, 
and bring to an end this creation (5), --- 


He on whose strength and authority the thousand-hooded celestial Serpent (known as 
Seshnath) is able to hold on his hood the entire egg-like creation that consists of huge 
mountains and forests (6), --- 


It is the same Lord (the Supreme Being) who assumes different forms (bodies) to 
protect the interests of the Gods, and to teach a lesson to those who are stupid and 
wicked like you. (7) 


It is the same Lord (in the form of Lord Ram) who had broken the formidable Bow of 
Lord Shiva, and had thereby vanquished the pride and ego of haughty kings, including 
youself’. (8) 


It is he who had slayed the mighty warriors such as Khar, Dushan, Trishira~ and 
Baali’, all of whom were matchless in strength and valour. (9) 


[Note—'This refers to Lord Ram breaking Lord Shiva’s Bow at Janakpur to marry 
Sita. All the great kings and princes of the time had assembled there to try their luck, 
but none of them had been able to even move the Bow an inch. Even Ravana was 
there, but fearing certain humiliation he had quietly left the place. {Refer: Ram Charit 
Manas, Baal Kand, (i) Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 249—to Chaupai 
line no. 3 that precedes Doha no. 252; (ii) Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 
260—to Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 262.} 


*Khar, Dushan and Trishira were slayed by Lord Ram when they and their army of 
demons had attacked him at the behest of Supernakha. (Refer: Ram Charit Manas, 
Aranya Kand, Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 18—to Doha no. 20.} 


*Baali was the elder brother of Sugriv, the prince of the monkey kingdom. Lord Ram 
was instrumental in his death as the Lord felt that Baali had done grave injustice to his 
younger brother Sugriv, and needed punishment. (Refer. Ram Charit Manas, 
Kishkindha Kand, Doha no. 5—to Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 11.3] 


IO. Wek aot erret d Rag MATE EU | 
arg oa À on aah aft arg fira mft u 99 u 
doha. 
jake bala lavalesa tern jitehu caracara jhari. 
tasu duta maim ja kari hari anehu priya nari. 21. 
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By the miniscule fraction of whose strength you were able to conquer the entire 
creation consisting of animate and inanimate things, and whose beloved wife you had 
stolen, know me to be a messenger of that Lord’! (Doha no. 21) 


[Note—'Till this point Hanuman had referred to the Supreme Being as the glories he 
has enumerated belong to that Supreme Being. But finally he disclosed that the 
Supreme Lord he is referring to is none other but Lord Ram—because it was his wife 
Sita whom Ravana had abducted. | 


do. Was d qeerR weyers agaang GA Ut enm N g Ul 
THU aA Gt Ht SE Ua pub ale ret ferefar fere Ter i 2 N 


caupal. 


jana'um maim tumhari prabhuta’. sahasabahu sana pari lara’. 1. 
samara bali sana kari jasu pava. suni kapi bacana bihasi biharava. 2. 


{Now, Hanuman answers the second query of Ravana: “Does Hanuman not know 
who Ravana was that he fails to show any deference to him; has he not heard of 
Ravana’s name that he seems not to tremble in fear in the latter’s presence?” 
Hanuman’s answer is in the form of an insult to Ravana’s self-respect and honour; it 
is an insinuation that invokes certain unfortunate incidents that show Ravana in a very 
poor light. Remember: There is a large gathering of courtiers and demon burghers 
who are watching the proceedings attentively. This stern public rebuke by Hanuman 
might have shuddered the faint-hearted, but made others smile in sarcasm as every 
demon was aware of these circumstances, though no one actually spoke of them out 
of fear of his life.} 


[Hanuman continued—] ‘Oh yes, as to your majesty, strength and abilities of which 
you are so proud, I am indeed aware of them, for I am in the know of your duel with 
Sahastrabahu'! [Hanuman has taunted Ravana by citing this incident because he was 
defeated and captured by Sahastrabahu in a battle over a trifle matter as narrated in a 
note below. Sahastrabhu kept Ravana as an ordinary prisoner-of-war till sage Pulastya 
went and freed him. ] (1) 


And of course, you have achieved great glory by having a duel with Baali (the king of 
the monkey race and the ruler of the kingdom of Kishkindha)*! [This was another 
incident where Ravana was subjected to great humiliation as narrated in a note below. 
He was captured and tucked under armpit by Baali, where Ravana remained stuck for 
quite a long time before Baali realized that someone was there. Ravana fell to the 
ground when Baali raised his arms.]' 

When Ravana heard these taunting words of the Kapi (Hanuman), he tried to 
hide his severe embarrassment and deflect attention that was now focused on his 
weaknesses by laughing the matter away, pretending that it was of no consequence to 
him whatsover. (2) 


[Note— Sahastrabahu, literally means ‘one with a thousand arms’; he was also known 
as ‘Sahastrarjun’, i.e. Arjun with a thousand arms. 
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The story of Sahastrabahu and how Ravana was humiliated by him is narrated 
in Valmiki’s Ramayana, Uttar Kand, Canto nos. 31-33; Veda Vyas’ Adhyatma 
Ramayan, Uttar Kand, Canto 2, verse nos. 55-57; and in Anand Ramayan, Sarkand, 
Canto 13, verse nos. 90-95. 

Briefly it is as follows: Sahastrabahu was the son of Kritvirya and the king of 
Mahishmati situated on the banks of river Narmada. By the blessings of sage 
Dattatreya he could get a thousand arms when he so desired. One day when he was 
enjoying himself with his ladies and mistresses in the river, Ravana had too gone 
there to offer worship to Lord Shiva. Ravana’s attendants had collected flowers for 
offering to Lord Shiva. In the meantime, Sahatrabahu, who was showing off his 
majesty to impress the women, had used his thousand arms to block the flow of water 
in the river, which therefore flooded the banks and flowed upstream. The flowers that 
Ravana’s attendants had collected for worship were washed away, which gravely 
annoyed Ravana as it disrupted his worship. On learning the cause of this flood, 
Ravana immediately went to challenge Sahastrabahu and started a fierce battle with 
his soldiers. Upon learning that Ravana has destroyed the entire army, Sahastrabahu 
himself came to face him. A severe battle ensued. As soon as the chief commander of 
the demon army, named Prahasta, fell, the rest of the demons fled; and then followed 
a one-to-one duel between Ravana and Sahastrabahu. These two mighty warriors used 
massive war-maces to hit each other. Finally, Sahastrabahu hit Ravana so hard that he 
tottered and swooned, and was so dazed that he sat down to recover himself. Seizing 
the moment, Sahastrabahu captured Ravana and held him tight in his thousand arms, 
using these arms like ropes to ensnare him so firmly that Ravana could not wriggle 
out. After this, Sahastrabahu brought Ravana to his capital city and imprisoned him 
like an ordinary prisoner of war. Later on, sage Pulastya went to plead with 
Sahastrabahu, and he not only succeeded in getting Ravana released but also in 
forging a friendship between the two. {This version is according to Valmiki's 
Ramayana, Uttar Kand, Canto nos. 31-33.) 

The version according to Anand Ramayan and Adhyatma Ramayan has 
already been narrated in our Book earlier. 

A word or two about Sahatrabahu would make this story more interesting. So 
let us read a little more about him as follows: 

There was once a thousand-armed Kshatriya (warrior class) king known as 
‘Sahastraarjun’ or ‘Arjun with a thousand hands’. He was the son of king Kritvirya 
whose kingdom was known as Anup; its capital city was known as Maahismati and it 
was situated on the southern bank of river Narmada. 

In his early life he was a very righteous and conscientious person, a man of 
upright thoughts and noble conduct. After the death of his father when the court 
ministers wished to anoint him on the throne of the kingdom, he refused, saying: 
‘Kingdom leads a king to hell if he cannot live upto the expectations of his subjects 
and rule according to the principles of Dharma (righteousness and probity). The main 
source of income of a king is ‘tax collected from his subjects’, but if this tax is 
collected in an improper way, and if it is not utilized for the welfare of the subjects of 
the kingdom in accordance with the principles of Dharma which say that the main use 
of state revenue is to ensure that traders are given all facilities and protection for 
carrying out legitimate trade, are not looted by thieves, the subjects of the kingdom 
are given due protection and their interests are always kept ahead of everything else, 
and so on and so forth. So unless I acquire such powers and abilities by doing Tapa 
(penance), I will not accept the throne.’ 
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When Sahastrabahu said this, the great sage Garg advised him that if he indeed 
wishes to do Tapa and acquire mytical powers to rule the vast kingdom in accordance 
to Dharma then he should go and serve Lord Dattatreya, an incarnation of Lord 
Vishnu. Dattatreya lived in a cave of Mt. SahyaParvat and did Tapa there 
(Markandeya Puran, Canto 18). So, Sahastrabahu went to Lord Dattatreya and began 
serving him diligently for a long period of ten thousand years. 

According to Padma Puran, Sristi Khand, Canto 12, when Dattatreya was 
pleased with his service and austerities, he granted him four boons: (1) First, the king 
asked for one thousand arms. (ii) Second, he wished that no one in his kingdom would 
even dare to think in an unrighteous and sinful way. (iii) Third, he wanted to conquer 
the whole earth and rule over it. (iv) Fourth, that if he has to die then it must be in the 
battle-field at the hands of a warrior who is superior to him in every way. 

According to Markandey Puran, Canto 18, verse nos. 14-18, the king was 
granted ten boons as follows: (i) The powers and authority to rule over his subjects 
without acquiring sins. (ii) The ability to know the thoughts of others. (iii) No one 
should be able to face in the battle-field (i.e. he should become invincible). (iv) 
During a war he should have a thousand arms so as to fight his opponent with all of 
them at once. [This is also mentioned in Harivansha Puran, Canto 33, verse no. 14.] 
(v) He should have unhindered access to all places in the sky, water, earth, mountains 
and the nether world. (vi) If he has to die then it should be at the hands of someone 
stronger than him. (vii) If by chance he goes astray and falls on the wrong path, then 
he must have a chance to get good advice and company of saintly persons (i.e. he 
must be given an opportunity to mend his ways). (viii) He must have illustrious 
persons as his guests so that he can serve them and get their blessings. (ix) His wealth 
should never diminish even after liberal charities and giving of alms regularly; there 
should be no shortage of wealth in his kingdom. (x) The virtue of Bhakti (having 
devotion for Lord God) should be firm and perpetual in him. 

In Mahabharat, Van Parva, Canto 115, verse no. 12, it is said that by the grace 
of Dattatreya the king acquired an air-plane made of gold; that he ruled over the entire 
earth; and that no one could stop his chariot. He was a great Emperor who conquered 
the whole world and made liberal charities. He is also regarded as a great scholar of 
Tantra Shastra. 

He was so powerful and mighty that when he bathed in the ocean and thrashed 
it with his thousand arms, he could turn the tide backwards. He would splash the 
water so heavily that marine creatures were tossed into the air like ninepins. [Brahm- 
Vaivarta Puran, Ganesh Khand, Canto 23-27.] 

But the Laws of Creation are such that every good thing has to come to an end 
one day; nothing is eternal and permanent in this mortal gross world. This also 
applied to Sahastrabahu. As time passed, he became extremely haughty and cruel. He 
started subjugating even the Gods so as to remove all challenges to his authority and 
power. It is said that he ruled for eighty-five thousand years before he was killed by 
sage Parashuram. 

Once he was asked by the Fire God for alms, and the noble king could not 
refuse. The Fire God used this grant to burn everything and cause havoc everywhere, 
because he was certain that Sahastrabahu would not stop him. During this burning 
spree, the Fire destroyed the hermitage of sage Aapava (who was later on known as 
sage Vasistha according to Brahm Puran during its description of the race of Yayaati). 
The sage cursed king Sahastrabahu that his arms, relying upon whose strength the Fire 
God had destroyed his hermitage and was wreaking havoc on earth, would be cut by 
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sage Parashuram. [Refer: Mahabharat, Shanti Parva, Canto 49, verse nos. 35-45; and 
Padma Puran, Sristi Khand, Canto 12.] 

One day, he was wandering along the shore of the ocean and out of his pride 
and haughtiness he covered it with thousands of arrows. The Ocean assumed a form 
and appeared before him to plead that he stop showering arrows into the water as all 
the marine creatures that live in the water would die. Sahastrabahu accepted the 
prayer but asked the Ocean to tell him about someone who could face him in battle, as 
he was itching for a face-off with anyone who could claim to be stronger than him as 
he wished to conquer the opponent and become an unchallenged warrior in this world. 
The Ocean told him to go sage Jamdagni whose son Parashuram would be fit 
opponent for him and would welcome him in battle. [Refer: Mahabharat, Ashwamegh 
Parva, Canto 29. | 

Such was Sahastraarjun’s sense of ego and pride that he could not bear that 
someone stronger be there on earth in his presence. So he collected his huge army and 
went to the hermitage of sage Jamdagni. 

The sage duly welcomed the king and extended warm hospitality to him. 
Sahastraarjun was however astonished at the lavish way the forest-dwelling hermit 
had entertained him. So he wanted to know the reason. Upon finding out that the sage 
managed to do this miracle because he possessed a divine cow known as ‘Kamdhenu’ 
or Kapila cow which could produce anything desired in an instant, the greedy king 
was filled with jealousy. Driven by avarice and rapacity, he demanded that the sage 
give this cow to him. Obviously Jamdagni refused. So the king forcefully snatched the 
cow from him and in the ensuing tussle he killed Jamdagni. 

At that time, Jamdagni’s brave son Parashuram was not there. When he 
returned, home he found his mother grieving. Coming to know of the reason, he 
immediately took the vow that he will eliminate all the Kshatriya kings from the 
surface of the earth by killing all of them. His mother had beaten her chest twenty-one 
times as a sign of mourning, so he declared that he will continue to wipe out the 
Kshatriya kings for an equal number of times, i.e. for twenty-one generations. 

He comforted his mother and attacked Sahastraarjun, severed all his thousand 
arms with his battle-axe and then killed him. [This story is narrated in Mahabharat, 
Ashwamegha Parva, Canto 29.] 

Extremely peeved by the Kshatriya race to which this king belonged, 
Parashuram vowed to eliminate the entire race from the surface of the earth as a 
revenge for the killing of his father. This was the reason why Parashuram had fought 
and killed thousands of Kshatriya to avenge the killing of his father by Sahastraarjun. 


?The story of Baali, the king of the Kishkindha and of the monkey race, and how 
Ravana suffered humiliation at his hand is narrated in Valmiki’s Ramayana, Uttar 
Kand, Canto no. 34; Veda Vyas’ Adhyatma Ramayan, Uttar Kand, Canto 2, verse 
nos. 58-59; and in Anand Ramayan, Sarkand, Canto 13, verse nos. 96-101. 

The story in brief is this: Once, the monkey king of Kishkindha, Baali, had put 
Ravana under his armpit for many days while the latter had gone to challenge the 
former when he was doing some worship. Peeved by Ravana’s arrogance and 
impertinence, Baali had tucked him under his arms to stop him from annoying him 
any further. When his worship was finished and he had returned back to his capital at 
Kishkindha, he realised that Ravana was still squeezed under his armpit. So he 
released the latter and made a pact of friendship with him. Mandodari refers to that 
incident when Ravana had tried his best to escape from Baali but could not do so, and 
remained clamped and squeezed under his armpit for a long time. ] 
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khaya'um phala prabhu lagi bhümikha. kapi subhava tern tore'um rükha. 3. 
saba kem deha parama priya svami. marahim mohi kumaraga gami. 4. 
jinha mohi mara te maim mare. tehi para bamdhe'um tanayam tumhare. 5. 
mohi na kachu bamdhe ka'i laja. kinha caha'unř nija prabhu kara kājā. 6. 


{Hanuman now answers the third query of Ravana: “Why did he slay so many demon 
soldiers; what was their fault?” } 


Lord', I was hungry and so partook of fruits, and as is the habit of our race of 
monkeys I broke the branches and fell the raw fruits. (3) 


Oh Lord, everyone loves his body and no one wants any harm to come to it. But these 
sinful fellows who follow the wrong path (Kumaraga gaml) began attacking and 
hitting me (for such a trifling issue, not realizing that I was hungry and was breaking 
the trees and felling the fruits not out of any bad intentions but because it is my wont 
as a monkey to do so). (4) 


I hit back only those who attacked me (and I did not hit anyone who desisted from 
hitting me). Inspite of this, your son (Meghnad) has tied me (as if I was a criminal). 


(5) 


But I am not ashamed of being captured or tied; my only aim is that I wish to do my 
Lord's work, and do it with diligence and honesty”. (6) 


[Note—'Hanuman shows his diplomatic acumen here. He has already shown to 
Ravana as well as the rest of the demons how bold and brave he was, so now he plays 
the diplomatic card of politeness and respect that a messenger from a great king ought 
to show to another great king to whose court his lord has sent him with a commission. 
This single word “lord” shot down in one stroke the accusation of being haughty, 
arrogant and irreverent that Ravana had made on Hanuman. 


^Hanuman did not divulge what his ‘Lord’s work’ was. He left it to the common sense 
of Ravana and his ministers. He has already hinted to Ravana that he is a messenger 
of Lord Ram whose wife Sita has been abducted by him (Ravana). So if Ravana had 
even a rudimentary intelligence he would know what Hanuman's objective was in 
coming to Lanka, and what the work was that his Lord had assigned to him. 

Inspite of these hints and warnings, Ravana could not mend his ways as he 
was overcome with delusions that usually overcome someone who is on the threshold 
of death as he fails to see the truth, and voluntarily falls in the trap.] 
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fort ars SIR ae Tet Lag a ats ae fear i 9 N 


wag de a Hele fort 1 9TH qfsr arg STI aT ETT U e, Ul 
Web St Sf Het SUS | GT AC STAT TATA GTS di 9 I 
WT sae Hag Ale HTS 1 a He BAT iSt i Qo |l 


binati kara'um jori kara ravana. sunahu mana taji mora sikhavana. 7. 
dekhahu tumha nija kulahi bicārī. bhrama taji bhajahu bhagata bhaya hari. 8. 
jakem dara ati kala déra'l. jo sura asura caracara kha’. 9. 

tasom bayaru kabahuni nahim kijai. more kahern janaki dijai. 10. 


Oh Ravana, I pray to you with joined hands and beg you to pay heed to my advice. (7) 


Look at your own exalted family (that traces its lineage to the great and illustrious 
sage Pulastya), and think over the matter in that perspective’. You will do good to 
yourself by overcoming delusions, and instead of falling prey to haughtiness and false 
sense of pride and grandeur, you should worship the Lord who removes all fears of 
his devotees. (8) 


He from whom even the Kaal—the god of death who devours the mighty gods, the 
demons as well as the rest of the creation consisting of animate creatures and 
inanimate things—is afraid [9], it is not at all wise to ever antagonize such a great and 
almighty Lord. 

So therefore, pay heed to my words and listen to my advice by giving Janki 
(Sita) back to the Lord (Sri Ram). [By doing this you will safeguard yourself from all 
danger and forestall all chances of ruin and destruction that otherwise stare you in 
your face if you defy my advice. So be wise and prudent in this matter while there is 
still time, and avoid being rash as it will be to your own peril.] [9] (8-9) 


[Note—'Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 
23 herein below where the same idea is reiterated by Hanuman.] 


qo maaa Teen het feel venis | 
TU wc Wey ufu aa steer AR i 23 u 
doha. 


pranatapala raghunayaka karuna sindhu kharari. 
ga'em sarana prabhu rakhihaim tava aparadha bisari. 22. 


The Lord of the Raghus (“raghunayaka”; Lord Ram), who though had slayed the 
demon Khar (kharari), is nevertheless like an ocean of compassion, mercy and 
kindness (karuna sindhu), for he protects and sustains all those who come with 
humility to submit themselves before him (pranatapala)!. 

If you go to seek shelter in his feet and submit yourself before him, then the 


Lord will certainly oblige you, and forgive all your mistakes and offences’. (Doha no. 
22) 
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[Note—'Lord Ram had slayed the demon Khar because he came to fight with him; 
had he come to seek the Lord’s mercy and blessings it sure that his wishes would have 
been granted. But killing of Khar does not mean that the Lord is merciless and cruel; 
the fact is that he is like an ‘ocean’ of mercy, grace, compassion, benevolence and 
kindness. To wit, just like an ocean has no dearth of water, Lord Ram too does not 
lack in these great virtues. 

Here, Hanuman has subtly warned Ravana what fate he faces if he chooses to 
confront Lord Ram by reminding him of Khar. Khar, Dushan and Trishira were killed 
in the battle with Lord Ram, and this event is narrated in Ram Charit Manas, Aranya 
Kand, Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 18—to Doha no. 20. 


*Similar advice was given to Ravana on many occasions, but as ‘death’ had already 
cast its dark long shadow on him, he paid no attention to these pleadings. 

First it was his wife Mandodari who tried her best to make Ravana see reason 
on different occasions—refer: Ram Charit Manas, (a) Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 
3 that precedes Doha no. 36—to Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 37; (b) 
Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 6—to Chaupai line no. 4 that 
precedes Doha no. 8; (c) Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 14— 
to Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 16; (d) Lanka Kand, Doha no. 35—to 
Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 38. 

Then it was his brother Vibhishan who also tried to advice Ravana to return 
Sita and avoid a confrontation with Lord Ram—refer: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar 
Kand, Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 36—to Doha no. 39; and Chaupai 
line no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 40—to Doha no. 40. 

The third instance is when Malyawanta, an old demon who was very wise and 
was Ravana's minister, endorsed Vibhishan's view, but he was sternly rebuked by 
Ravana—refer: Ram Charit Manas, (a) Sundar Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-4 that 
precede Doha no. 40; and (b) Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes Doha no. 
48—to Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 49. 

Once again, in the fourth instance, Kumbhakaran, Ravana's other brother, also 
told him that he had committed a grave error by picking up a fight with Lord Ram— 
refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 
62—to Doha no. 63.] 
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RA geet wre ferret niat (dfe ufa ag APH ETE HAT ll 9 N 
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rama carana pankaja ura dharahü. lanka acala raju tumha karahü. 1. 
risi pulasti jasu bimala mayanka. tehi sasi mahum jani hohu kalanka. 2. 


[Hanuman tried to convince Ravana to abandon animosity with Lord Ram and act 
wisely. He used many arguments in order to persuade Ravana to become sensible and 
mend his way while still there was time. So Hanuman advised Ravana as follows—] 


703 


Enshrine the holy feet of Lord Ram in your heart! and rule over the kingdom of Lanka 
without any obstacle for eternity. 

[To wit, by submitting yourself before Lord Ram you will obtain his grace and 
protection, and once that is done, you will have no fear from any quarter. No one, 
whoever he may be or how mighty and powerful he might be, no one will ever dare to 
disturb you henceforth when it is known that you are being protected by Lord Ram, as 
the Lord is the Supreme Lord and Protector of this creation, and everyone, from the 
smallest to the mightiest, from the humblest of creatures to the greatest of gods, is 
under his jurisdiction. So once you are blessed by the almighty Lord, the only 
Supreme Emperor and Authority in this creation, no other authority or power will ever 
disturb you and try to snatch the kingdom from you. You would therefore rule over 
Lanka perpetually without worry and disturbance.] (1) 


The fame and reputation of the illustrious sage Pulastya? is like a moon shining 
brilliantly with all its glorious radiance. Do not become a dark spot on the surface of 
this moon! 

[Remember that you are a descendant of the great sage Pulastya. You must not 
do anything that would put to shame this exalted sage. You have a noble lineage and a 
great heritage to keep; so be mindful of it. Don't act rashly and irresponsibly for 
things that would surely lead to your ruin and cast a shadow of ignominy and ill-fame 
on your family.] (2) 


[Note—'Hanuman has already told Ravana that Lord Ram is none but the Supreme 
Being himself in a human form—refer: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai 
line nos. 4-7 that precede Doha no. 21 herein above. 


?Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 
32 herein above where the same idea is expressed by Hanuman.] 
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rama nama binu gira na soha. dekhu bicari tyagi mada moha. 3. 
basana hina nahim soha surari. saba bhusana bhusita bara nari. 4. 
rama bimukha sampati prabhuta’. ja'i rahi pa't binu pa't. 5. 


Without the holy name of *Ram', one's speech and voice is never purified'. Abandon 
ego and arrogance, and get rid of all delusions so that you can think properly, wisely 
and intelligently. (3) 


Oh the enemy of gods (surari; i.e. Ravana)! Even if a woman is richly adorned by all 
the wonderful ornaments one can think of, but if she does not wear her essential 
clothes and remains naked, then she does not deserve any praise; she looks 
dishonourable and unworthy of the ornaments. (4) 
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Similarly, for a person who is opposed to Lord Ram, all the wealth, prosperity, fame 
and good virtues that he possesses or would possess in future, are as good as his not 
having them at all’. (5) 


[Note—'The name of the Lord, i.e. the word ‘rama’, is regarded as a great ‘Tarak 
Mantra’, a special spiritual formula that grants liberation, deliverance, emancipation 
and salvation to the soul of the creature. This Mantra grants eternal beatitude, felicity 
and bliss to the creature. Its glory, importance and significance are expounded in the 
Upanishads, such as the Ram Tapini Upanishad and the Ram Rahasya Upanishad. No 
other Mantra other than the holy and the divine name of Lord Ram is honoured by the 
singular title of being a ‘Tarak Mantra’. 

Hanuman means that if a creature does not pronounce the name of Lord Ram, 
ie. “rama”, then he will not be able to purify his tongue no matter which other 
Mantra he pronounces. To wit, the divine name of Lord Ram is so holy and exalted 
that is it like an Emperor of all Mantras. The faculty of speech and its manifested 
form as the voice of a creature acquires its glory and importance only when one 
pronounces the holy name of Lord Ram at least once with his tongue. Otherwise, 
one’s tongue is merely a mass of muscles; one’s voice is nothing better than the 
barking of a mad dog; and the faculty of speech feels dishonoured and insulted and 
disabled if the holy and purifying name of Lord Ram is not a part of its lexicon. 


*Just like the case of a woman who does not get any respect by merely decorating 
herself by the choicest of jewelry and the costliest of ornaments if she does not wear 
proper clothes, for remaining naked is a vile thing for a self-respecting, dignified, 
honourable and chaste woman, being opposed to Lord Ram does not make a person 
honourable and worthy of respect even though he may have or is entitled to great 
fortunes, qualities and titles. ] 
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sajala mula jinha saritanha nahim. barasi ga'em puni tabahirh sukhahim. 6. 
sunu dasakantha kaha'um pana ropi. bimukha rama trata nahim kopi. 7. 
sankara sahasa bisnu aja tohi. sakahim na rakhi rama kara drohi. 8. 


Rivers that do not have a perennial source of water (such as a glacier) flow only while 
it rains, but they soon dry up when the rainy season passes away’. (6) 


Listen Ravana, the one with ten necks (*dasakantha", and therefore ‘the one with ten 
heads")! I tell you firmly under oath that no one can ever save anyone or give 
protection to him who is opposed to Lord Ram. [So be ware!] (7) 

Even Lord Shiva and Lord Brahma in their thousands would not be able to 
protect you or afford to give shelter to you (if you are against Lord Ram). (8) 


[Note— Hanuman tells Ravana that all his powers, glory and majesty would remain 
temporary and transient, as they all depend upon the good effects of the severe Tapa 
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(penance and austerity) that he had done, and are therefore liable to wear off by time, 
which would necessitate his doing fresh Tapa to retain them. But if he takes shelter of 
Lord Ram and gets the Lord’s blessings, these virtues would become permanent with 
him; he will no longer have to fear their loss, and neither would he have to appease 
Brahma, the creator, or Shiva, the concluder of this creation, in order to retain his 
authority and eminence. 

It ought to be remembered here that Ravana had done severe Tapa in his early 
life in order to please Brahma and Shiva, and all the powers and strength and 
eminence that he had acquired were due to their granting of boons to him. This is 
what Hanuman alludes to here; he says that by the single act of pleasing Lord Ram, 
Ravana can achieve all that he desires without having to undertake the trouble 
associated with Tapa etc., and such achievements would be permanent too. 


°To wit, thousands of Lord Shivas, Vishnus and Brahmas, i.e. anyone in creation, no 
matter how powerful and authoritative he may be, cannot protect him who is inimical 
to Lord Ram. Lord Ram protects his Bhakta (i.e. the Lord's sincere and true devotee) 
so diligently that no harm would ever come to him. Not even thousands of the creators 
known as Lord Brahma or the concluder of creation known as Lord Shiva can either 
harm Lord Ram's devotee or give support to anyone who is opposed to such a 
devotee. This warning has been given by Hanuman to the demon king Ravana.] 


alo. Wedel sm Wer We ANTS qu 3mm | 
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doha. 


mohamuüla bahu sula prada tyagahu tama abhimana. 
bhajahu rama raghunayaka krpa sindhu bhagavana. 23. 


Abandon *abhimana' (false pride, ego, arrogance and haughtiness) as it is a dark and 
evil trait that is the root cause of all delusions and mischief that dog a creature, and it 
ruins his wisdom and rationale thinking. 

Instead of harbouring ‘Abhiman’, you will do good to your own self by 
worshipping Lord Ram, the Lord of the Raghus, and having devotion for him, as he is 
the all-merciful Lord, and an ocean of compassion, kindness, grace and 
benevolence.'' (Doha no. 23) 


[Note— Hanuman hints to Ravana that if he could offer his worship to Lords Brahma 
and Shiva by subjecting himself to extreme hardship as part of the Tapa that he did to 
please them, why can't he attain the same, and even a better objective by worshipping 
Lord Ram as this needs no great effort or any strenuous exercise. Simple devotion and 
surrender to the Lord is all that is required.] 
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jadapi kahi kapi ati hita bani. bhagati bibéka birati naya sani. 1. 
bola bihasi maha abhimani. mila hamahi kapi gura bara gyani. 2. 
mrtyu nikata al khala tohi. lagesi adhama sikhavana mohi. 3. 


Although the Kapi (Hanuman) had said words that were highly beneficial for Ravana 
and were meant for his own good and welfare of the demon race, as they were imbued 
with the virtues of devotion, wisdom, dispassion, probity and propriety [1], --- 


--- Yet Ravana, who was haughty and arrogant, would not listen to them. He laughed 
haughtily, derisively, and retorted sarcastically, ‘Ah, we have met a Kapi who is a 
very wise teacher, and he seems to be an expert in all sorts of knowledge [2]! (1-2) 


[Then turning towards Hanuman, Ravana strongly rebuked him, saying angrily—] Oh 
you wicked and mischievous fellow (khala)! It seems that *death" has come near you. 
Though you are fallen creature (adhama), still you have the temerity to preach me. 

[To wit, you are merely a little monkey of no consequence, a humble 
messenger of a prince and tied up in ropes, but you have a big mouth and speak of 
wisdom and propriety as if you were a wise man, a great and learned professor! You 
are loud-mouthed and pretentiously upright, trying to behave as if you were my best 
of friends, teaching me what is good for me, as if I was unaware of my own well- 
being. Woe to you; mind your tongue, you fool!]’ (3) 
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ulata ho'ihi kaha hanumana. matibhrama tora pragata maim jana. 4. 
suni kapi bacana bahuta khisi'ana. begi na harahu murha kara prana. 5. 


Hanuman shot back, saying, ‘It will be the other way round. [To wit, it is you who is 
near ‘death’, instead of me.] It is now clear that your wisdom is clouded by delusions 
(so much so that you have forfeited any chance of redemption and recovery). 

[Well then, so be it. Henceforth you alone are to be blamed for whatever 
misfortune befalls you and your clan in particular, and the demon race in general. 
When one is in the throes of death he is so overcome with delusions that no power in 
this world is able to pull him out of the dark pit into which he is sliding 
irrecoverably.]' (4) 


Hearing the words of the Kapi (Hanuman), Ravana was extremely peeved; he was 
miffed and exasperated by Hanuman's retort, becoming excessively angry. He 
scowled and immediately ordered his demons, *Why don't anyone of you sniff away 
the life out of this monkey this instant? [What are you waiting for? Why can't anyone 
of you settle the score and teach this wretch the lesson regarding death that he so 
vociferously preaches me?]’ (5) 
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sunata nisacara marana dha'e. sacivanha sahita bibhisanu a'e. 6. 

na'i sisa kari binaya bahüta. niti birodha na mari'a duta. 7. 

ana danda kachu kari'a gosami. sabahirh kaha mantra bhala bha't. 8. 
sunata bihasi bola dasakandhara. anga bhanga kari patha'i'a bandara. 9. 


Hearing the commands of Ravana, the assembled demons rushed to kill Hanuman. At 
that moment Vibhishan (Ravana's younger brother whom Hanuman had first met 
when he entered Lanka) arrived with ministers!. (6) 


He (Vibhishan) bowed his head most respectfully before Ravana, and politely pleaded 
with him, ‘Oh Lord, please do not kill a messenger as it is against established 
traditions and violates the norms regarding how a messenger of someone should be 
treated. 

[To wit, if you allow this messenger to be killed, especially when it is done 
upon your express orders, it would put you and our family to great shame, and it 
would cause an irreparable damage to your great reputation. You are a great king, and 
great kings ought to act like one; they should be very mindful of their glorious name 
and their reputation, and never behave like street ruffians who cut throats for triflest 
of things. Oh lord, a messenger is merely an agent for the master who has sent him; he 
is protected by the law of immunity from personal harm that is granted to all 
messengers. If you have some score to be settled, then it should be settled with his 
master, and not him who is merely doing his duty faithfully and loyally. As a great 
king, even you send messengers, and I am sure you expect your messenger to be 
treated with similar immunity from personal harm; if the person to whom your 
messenger carries your words does not agree with you, you have the full right to go 
and defeat him in a battle. This line of action is sure to give you great name and fame. 
I am your beloved brother, and so I deem it my duty to advise you.] (7) 


So, instead of killing him it is advisable to give him some other kind of punishment.^ 
Hearing this advice (of Vibhishan), all those who were present there expressed 
their unanimous approval of it. Everyone said: ‘Yes brothers, this is a good advice." 


(8) 


When Ravana heard of this unanimous decision, he smiled and said, *Well, if you all 
are of this opinion, then let some part of this monkey's body be mutilated and he be 
sent back (to his master).* (9) 


[Note—'It is clear here that some of the ministers of the royal court of Ravana were 
on the side of Vibhishan. When the news of Hanuman's arrival and his destruction of 
the royal garden, the killing of the demon warriors led by Akshayakumar, which was 
followed by another round of bloody fray with Meghnad in which another detachment 
of demon troops were slayed, and his subsequent capture and parading through the 
streets of Lanka as he was being taken to the court of Ravana, had spread like wild- 
fire in the city, some of the wiser ministers had realized the gravity of the situation 
even as they had a premonition of the impending catastrophe; so they rushed to 
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Vibhishan to have an urgent conference with him to find out a way to diffuse the 
situation. 

In the meanwhile there was an acrimonious exchange of sharp words between 
Ravana and Hanuman as we have read herein above. But just at the moment when the 
demons were instigated by their angry king, Ravana, to take revenge upon Hanuman, 
and they dashed forward to pounce upon him all at once, Vibhishan and his 
accompanying ministers made an entry. 


“It ought to be noted here that Vibhishan did not waste any time in observing court 
formalities, such as to being seated first as is the norm for members of the royal 
family, and then seeking permission from the king to speak before saying what he 
wished to say, and neither did any of the ministers who accompanied him follow this 
routine. To wit, all remained standing, and Vibhishan made is submission as soon as 
he entered the royal court. This is because time was precious, as at the moment 
Vibhishan entered the hall he observed that a troop of excited demons were already on 
their way to kill Hanuman. 

It is also to be noted here that when Vibhishan began to speak, the demons 
who had lunged to attack Hanuman halted on their paths, for no matter that they had 
dashed forward to please their king Ravana when he challenged any one of them to 
step forward and kill Hanuman, and thereby gain his favour, and hoping to have some 
reward for showing obedience, they nevertheless wished that some excuse be found 
by which they are spared the fearful prospect of direct confrontation with Hanuman, 
for the way he had mercilessly beaten and squashed the demon soldiers to pulp in the 
Ashok garden was well known by now, and the terror that this had struck in the hearts 
of the demons was so profound that internally no one wanted to face the same fate! 


*Hence, when that much sought-after chance came by way of Vibhishan’s advice, 
everyone seized it instantly, and there was a chorus of approval. 


“Ravana was not a fool; he had quietly observed how all the demons had kept a safe 
distance from Hanuman. And when he had challenged them to come forward and kill 
Hanuman, there was some reluctance and demurring initially in the rank and file of 
his soldiery, but some of them finally stepped forward when they saw the fire of anger 
spewing from Ravana’s eyes at their cowardice. They feared that Ravana, being of a 
capricious mind, may suddenly decide to kill all the coward demons because they 
seemed to be scared to come forward to hit Hanuman. This fear, along with a desire to 
please Ravana with the hope of some reward and title, motivated the few demons who 
actually gathered courage to rush at Hanuman. 

Ravana had observed all this. So when the assembly unanimously endorsed 
Vibhishan’s advice not to kill Hanuman, Ravana smiled as he concluded that this 
endorsement was not out of some great propriety which the demons wished to 
observe, but a way out of their predicament. It was a face-saving formula for 
everyone. 

Ravana was not so easily to be check-mated; he was not accustomed to 
hearing lectures; so therefore he became excessively wrathful internally as this was 
the first time in his life that someone (i.e. Hanuman and Vibhishan) had given him 
such a lecture. But since he faced the entire court, and a multitude of excited burghers 
and soldiers who had collected there to witness the spectacle, he decided to act more 
prudently and observe restraint on his emotions. This is the reason why he “smiled”, 
though of course sarcastically. 
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He had ordered that Hanuman be mutilated, which means that those who 
thought themselves to be lucky they were spared the prospect of going near Hanuman 
to kill him would now have to do so in order to inflict some injury to his body! Kings 
are ruthless when it comes to carrying out their orders; so Ravana devised another 
device to push his soldiers to confront and punish Hanuman for the disrespect the 
latter had shown to him. 

He also wished to enforce his orders of ‘killing Hanuman’, which was 
interrupted by Vibhishan’s coming. This would be clear in the following Doha no. 24, 
which also explains why he “smiled”’.] 


dp. pà k aaa Ue ur Male Hes WASTE | 
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kapi kerh mamata pürricha para sabahi kaha'uni samujha'i. 
tela bori pata bamdhi puni pavaka dehu laga'i. 24. 


[Ravana continued—] Let me tell you all; a monkey loves his tail very much. So you 
must dip cloth in oil, wrap it around his tail, and set it on fire." (Doha no. 24) 


[Note—'Ravana had ordered the demons to mutilate Hanuman; a while ago he had 
ordered that they should kill him. So he thought of a wise plan which would bridge 
the gap between his first order of slaying Hanuman, and his second one that said he 
should be mutilated. 

How will this mutilation be carried out? Those who have any experience of 
attending courts of kings, especially autocrat kings, they will know that it is the king 
who orders, and it is he who decides how this order is to be executed. Ministers and 
others more often than not prefer to wait for the king's decision rather than 
endeavouring to take any initiative on how the order of the king is to be implemented 
in practice unless and until the king expressly asks them for their advice. 

Taking advantage of his privileged position, Ravana decided how his order of 
mutilation ought to be carried out; he ordered that Hanuman's tail should be wrapped 
in cloth dipped in oil, and then set on fire! Well, if any part of a captive person is 
wrapped in cloth soaked in oil and alighted, will he not be roasted alive? 

This device seemed to satisfy Ravana's wish to kill Hanuman: if he cannot be 
directly beheaded then let him be roasted alive!! 

There is however another reason also why Ravana gave this ridiculous order. 
We have already read that Hanuman had told him that his wisdom and common-sense 
have come under the cloud of delusions as death has cast its long shadow on him. 
(Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 
24.) 

Thus, Ravana forgot for a moment that by putting Hanuman's tail on fire he 
would be burnt alive, roasted alive—this is clear in the next verse herein below 
wherein he says “let this stupid monkey go back to his master without his tail, and 
then bring him here". {Chaupai line no. 1 that follows Doha no. 24.} 

This means that Ravana thought that Hanuman's tail alone would be burnt, 
and he would live to go back to Lord Ram! It is such an incredulous proposition from 


710 


the practical point of view that it clearly proves that Ravana was truly deluded, and 
driven by Providence, was under the shadow of an impending disaster. 

And as we shall soon read below that the dumb demons were only too eager to 
please Ravana; either they were so utterly foolish that they did not realize that by 
setting Hanuman’s tail afire he would be burnt to death, or they were so terrified of 
incurring Ravana’s wrath if they questioned his wisdom of doing so, that they all 
agreed cheerfully to do it. And what was the consequence? The magnificent city of 
Lanka, gilded and decked up like paradise, was burnt and reduced to a dark 
smouldering hulk.] 
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pümichahina banara taham ja'ihi. taba satha nija nathahi la'i a'ihi. 1. 
jinha kai kinhisi bahuta bara". dekha'um maim tinha kai prabhuta". 2. 


[Ravana was highly sarcastic when he observed in a taunting voice—] Let this stupid 
monkey go back without his tail, and then let him bring his Lord here! (1) 


Let me see how great and powerful His Majesty the Lord is of whom he has sung 
great laurels and upon whom he has heaped so many praises.'! (2) 


[Note— In his haughtiness and a false sense of invincibility, Ravana shot down any 
chance of reconciliation. By sending back the messenger of a king with a part of his 
body mutilated is a clear sign of rebuke of that king, because the messenger, though 
being merely a humble emissary, is nevertheless a representative of the majesty of the 
king who had sent him, and any insult to this messenger is an insult of the person of 
that king, and hence it is an open challenge for war. 

Had Ravana not gone to such an extreme limit of rashness, and had acted with 
a little more prudence, had he not provoked the demons to set Hanuman's tail on fire 
by the method he himself devised, it is quite certain that the doomed fate of Lanka, its 
burning, would have been avoided. But when the God of Death and Providence itself 
decide otherwise, and join hands to bring about the downfall of a creature, then his 
wisdom, rational thinking and discretion go on a tailspin, nose-diving him to his own 
destruction and end.] 
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When the Kapi (Hanuman) heard these words (of Ravana), he smiled and said to 
himself, ‘There, I am certain that the deity of speech, known as Saraswati (Sarada), is 
helping me (to fulfill my wishes)." (3) 


On hearing the commands of Ravana, the dumb-witted demons did as he had ordered 
them to do (without thinking of its consequence)’. (4) 


All the cloth, clarified butter and oil that were available in Lanka were brought in 
even as the Kapi (Hanuman) continued to elongate his tail so that it always exceeded 
the length of cloth wrapped around it, and which was then soaked in oil and butter. 

A time came when no more cloth, oil or butter was left in the city as all the 
stock available in its homes and shops was exhausted in this enterprise because the 
Kapi had played a trick upon these demons by continuing to lenghthen his tail so 
much so that it always exceeded the supply of clothes used to cover it, and the 
combustible material poured over this wrapping.’ (5) 


[Note—'Hanuman had, from the very beginning, but specially after he saw how Sita 
was being treated in Lanka, wanted to avenge and exact a severe retribution from the 
demons. Had Ravana acted like a noble king ought to have acted and treated the 
messenger of his adversary king, and in the way Vibhishan expected him to behave, 
Hanuman would not have had a chance to vent his suppressed anger on the demons, 
for then he would be obliged to adhere to diplomatic courtesies and follow norms of 
behaviour that have been traditionally ordained for messengers of great kings; he 
would have had to be mindful of the reputation of his own Lord Ram so as not to do 
anything that was rash and improper. 

But the ground situation had drastically changed; Ravana had ordered that his 
tail be set alight by wrapping it with cloth soaked in oil. So Hanuman thanked 
Saraswati, the goddess of wisdom and speech, for maneuvering things to his favour, 
because she had prevailed upon Ravana’s mind and tweaked it such that he said things 
that gave Hanuman an excuse to fulfill his own wishes—to severely punish the 
demons in such a way that they will remember it for countless generations. We shall 
shortly read what havoc Hanuman unleashed on Lanka. 

Hanuman was neither intimidated nor felt threatened by this absolutely absurd 
and madly incredulous order of Ravana. On the one hand Ravana had decided to spare 
Hanuman’s life when he stopped his soldiers from attacking him on the request of 
Vibhishan, and then he orders his soldiers to burn Hanuman’s tail! Didn’t Ravana 
understand that if any part of a person’s body is wrapped in cloth and soaked in oil 
and then set on fire, it is impossible that he would survive the blaze; he would be 
roasted alive instead. Even a mad man would know it; so had Ravana taken complete 
leave of all his senses, or was it that the Lord God was helping Hanuman to carry out 
his mission to its natural end by creating circumstances that would make it easy for 
him to wreak vengeance upon the demon race? 

Hanuman decided that surely it was the latter case: goddess Saraswati, the 
deity of speech and wisdom, has tweaked Ravana’s mind and intellect in such a way 
that he has begun to hallucinate, seeing things that don’t exist, and not seeing things 
that do exist; for Ravana did not see the impending disaster and the doom knocking at 
his door, but saw only the pleasure and enjoyment that would come to him in the 
grand spectacle of Hanuman’s tail burning, and the latter yelling and jumping and 
running helter-skelter in terror! 
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"The demons followed Ravana’s instructions blindly, either because they were too 
scared of him to question the rationale of his orders and warn him of its severe 
consequences, or because they were utterly stupid as not to realize that they are about 
to light a fuse attached to the keg of gunpowder, or perhaps they were like a child who 
is more interested in watching and participating in a dangerous spectacle than of 
thinking of how it would adversely impact him. 

Whatever be the reason, but one thing is clear: that the outcome of this 
dangerous enterprise—of first making a thick wick of clothes by wrapping reams after 
reams of cloth around the tail of Hanuman, soaking it in combustible oil, then taking 
him around the city streets so that every household enthusiastically added and 
wrapped more cloth to the already thick and elongated wick, pour more oil to it so 
that the already drenched thick coil of cloth could soak no more and from which oil 
was liberally dripping and spreading all around the ground, and then setting fire to 
this prodigiously long fuse soaked with inflammable liquid was no less than lighting 
the fuse of a peg attached to a huge keg of gunpowder—was beyond the ken of both 
the demon citizens as well as their king, Ravana. They did not foresee that the fire that 
would ensue would be a huge inferno like the kind of which no one had seen before, 
and which was bound to engulf the entire city in a very short span of time because all 
its streets and ground were soaked in oil which would catch fire instantaneously. 

This is because these demons, led by their king Ravana, seemed to have been 
gripped by the God of Death in his vicious embrace, and by Providence that was ill- 
humoured towards them, as a result of which their wisdom, simple common sense and 
judgment were obscured in a thick cloud of delusions that made them arrogant, 
haughty, and develop a false sense of invincibility that made them rash and 
imprudent. 


`The demons brought all cloth available in the city, in its homes and shops, to wrap 
Hanuman's tail, but how hard they tried the cloth always fell short in length vis-a-vis 
the tail. It was obviously something very unusual, but the blockheaded demons, who 
were in the throes of death and destruction, could not understand what it meant. They 
went on wrapping the tail of Hanuman with reams and reams of cloth, and then 
emptying cans and drums of combustible liquid such as oil and butter over these 
wrappings. As the tail elongated, more and more cloth was needed to cover it, and 
therefore more and more gallons of oil and butter were requisitioned to soak this 
cloth. 
So a time came when there was no cloth or oil left in the city.] 


Pih che STU Ware VARS uU enfe TE EDT N S UI 
amie cet ef Ga ant pum UR OPT Ue WaT uu 


kautuka kaham a'é purabasi. marahirn carana karahim bahu hamisi. 6. 
bajahim dhola déhirh saba tari. nagara phéri puni punicha prajari. 7. 


The burghers of Lanka, both males and females, came in large hordes to witness the 
spectacle. They kicked Hanuman and laughed derisively. (6) 


* As if some great carnival was taking place, they beat drums and clapped their hands. 
They took Hanuman on a round of the city, and then set fire to his tail.’ 
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[*This stanza can be interpreted in another way also as follows: “The jovial 
demons beat drums and clapped their hands even as Hanuman’s tail crept through the 
city streets like a slithering snake, and ultimately encircled the whole city. Then these 
doomed demons lit its end with a spark of fire.”] (7) 


[Note—'To wit, the demon burghers had a good time at having fun of their lives. 
They made a procession as done during carnivals and festivities, beating drums and 
clapping their hands in merriment as they followed Hanuman round the city, pushing 
and kicking him jokingly all the way. 

Of course the long hose made of reams and reams of oil-soaked cloth used to 
wrap Hanuman’s tail was dragged behind him; and this also proved fatal for Lanka as 
the dripping oil from the cloth wetted the whole place, and as soon as the end of the 
cloth was set on fire, the whole place burst out in flames instantly. 


It is not difficult to visualize what actually must have happened at that time. After 
initially wrapping Hanuman’s tail with some length of cloth that was brought in 
hastily to the court of Ravana and then soaked in oil, or was first wrapped around the 
tail and then oil was poured over it, Hanuman was ordered to be paraded on the streets 
of Lanka. A grand procession set forth from Ravana’s palace to go around the main 
avenues and neighbourhoods of the city; it was accompanied by musicians playing 
drums and other musical instruments; jesters and fun-seekers joined on the way, and 
the milling crowd thickened as the procession wound its way ahead. The scene was 
that of a street carnival. The demon householders ran out of their homes to join the 
fun, bringing with them their own contribution of cloth and oil which they 
enthusiastically added to the ever thickening and elongating coil of cloth dragging 
behind Hanuman. When it became too heavy and thick, some enterprising demons 
lifted it to carry it on forward, inviting others to add more cloth and oil as well as to 
help them lift and pull the thick wick forward. Of course there was no dearth of 
volunteers as everyone thought that more thicker and longer was the coil of cloth and 
the more properly soaked it became in oil, the grander would be spectacle and the 
fireworks that would follow when it was finally lit! 

That was not all. The cheering crowd teased and jested at Hanuman; some 
pinched him, some poked at him, some pulled his hairs and arms, and some merely 
made faces at him. All the while Hanuman kept quiet, though he was seething with 
anger internally. He clenched his fists and grinded his teeth silently, muttering 
vehemently under his breath, “Wait a little longer you jesters; wait for some more 
time you rascals, for then it would be me who will have the last laugh. And don’t 
worry about the much-expected spectacle that you all are so eager to witness, for on 
my honour and faith I promise you the grandest of spectacles that this world has ever 
witnessed! Let me first finish my round of the city; let me first see how beautiful your 
city of glided buildings and fragrant gardens is; for once the fireworks start, I will no 
longer have the chance to see its bounty of beauty again, for it would be reduced to a 
dark smouldering hulk of burnt buildings and smoked out gardens ere I leave it to go 
back to join my companions on the other shore of the ocean.” 

So this is how ‘all the cloth and oil in the city was exhausted’, for every home 
brought out its own stock of cloth and oil to add to Hanuman’s tail as he was paraded 
through the streets on the instructions of Ravana. 

And this is also how the whole city was set ablaze so quickly, for as soon as 
the fire was lit, the oil that was spilled all over the city caught fire instantaneously and 
leapt up in an inferno. A strong breeze started, and this fanned the flames further. 
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Soon, the whole of the grand city of Lanka, that had put to shame the majesty of 
paradise, was like a gigantic fire-place, with leaping flames, hot wind howling, 
crackling timber, collapsing buildings, and dazzling sparks of fire flying 
everywhere—a sight straight out of doomsday. Whatever cloth and oil that still 
remained in the homes and shops caught fire in the intense heat, by the flying sparks 
and the burning debris falling on them, aiding in the blaze spreading. By-and-by, 
Lanka was completely burnt down to ashes. | 
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As soon as Hanuman saw that the fire has been ignited, he immediately assumed a 
miniature form (like the one he had when he entered Lanka)’. (8) 


Slipping out of his bondage, he immediately sprang on the terraces and the attics of 
the gilded palaces (jumping from one terrace or attic to another in rapid succession). 

This action of his created a flutter amongst the demon ladies who became sore 
affright". (9) 


[Note—'At the time of being captured by Meghand and being brought as a captive to 
the court of Ravana, Hanuman was in his normal form, but when he had entered 
Lanka he had assumed a very small form to avoid detection—Trefer: Ram Charit 
Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 4. 

So he assumed that small form once again to slip out easily from the clothes 
that had been tied to his tail when it was long and thick. The grip of the bondage 
became loose as soon as Hanuman reduced his physical size. The demons had not 
thought of this trick, and they were caught unawares. 

The thick reams of oil-drenched cloth that spread through the streets of Lanka 
after Hanuman slipped out of it caught fire and set the whole city alight. 

It ought to be noted that he had this magical ability to change the size of his 
body, for besides assuming a miniature form he had once also assumed a colossal 
form, like that of a huge mountain, before embarking on the mission—refer: Ram 
Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 30. He 
does this again after freeing himself from the bondage as we shall read in Doha no. 25 
herein below. 


^While the male demons joined the revelry on the streets as Hanuman was paraded 
through Lanka, their ladies watched the spectacle from the terraces and attics of their 
gilded homes. So as soon as Hanuman freed himself from the wrappings of clothes, 
that had begun to send tongues of flames leaping high through the streets by now, and 
started jumping from one house to another, dragging burning cloth behind him, the 
demonesses watching the scene got terrified out of their wits. They screamed in horror 
and scrambled madly for cover, for this new terror had come so suddenly and 
unexpectedly to these poor ladies that they had no time to think.] 
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Driven (inspired and motivated) by the will of Lord Hari (the Supreme Being; or by 
Providence), just at that time all the forty-nine forms of the wind! began blowing 
simultaneously’. 

The Kapi (Hanuman) laughed aloud contemptuously in a resounding tone even 
as he enlarged his body once again so much so that it seemed to touch the sky”. (Doha 
no. 25) 


[Note—'According to the scriptures there are forty-nine types of wind, and each type 
is presided over by a god who is called ‘Marut’. 


The 49 Maruts—They are the Wind-Gods mentioned in Rig Veda, 1/37-39 and 
1/165/3, 5, 7, 9. They are regarded variously as — (i) sons of Indra and Vrishni (Rig 
Veda, 2/34/2), (ii) Sons of Rudra (Rig Veda, 2/33/1), (iii) similar to the Fire-God (Rig 
Veda, 6/66/2), and (vi) Indra God (Rig Veda, 1/165, 171). The Purans call them sons 
of sage Kashyap and Diti. 

The Atharva-shikha Upanishad of the Atharva Veda tradition, in its Kandika 1 
says that the Maruts were created along with the Moon God, the Mantras of the 
Atharva Veda, the Viraat Chanda and the Samvartak Agni. It is the fourth leg or Paad 
of Brahm and corresponds to the Ardha Matra of the half a syllable that follows the 
the third letter ‘M’ of the ethereal word OM representing Brahm. 

The Nrisingh Purvatapini Upanishad of the Atharva Veda tradition, in its 
Canto 2, verse no. 2 dealing with the concept of OM says that the fourty nine 49 
Maruts are the Ganas or attendants of the fourth syllable which is the Ardha Matra of 
OM. 

(b) Wind God (Vayu or Anil)—appears first in the Rig Veda, 1/2/1-3; 1/134. 
The ‘vital air or wind element’ was created from the Pran or the vital life-sustaining 
vitality of the creator Prajapati Brahma (Rig Veda, 10/90/13). He is regarded as the 
Atma of all the Gods (Shathpath Brahman, 9/1/2/38). He bestows immortality to the 
Gods and other exalted souls who are able to please and control him (Rig Veda, 
10/186/3). He has the fastest speed amongst the Gods (Taiteriya Sanhita, 3/8/7/1). He 
moves in an oblique line (and not straight) (Jaimini Brahman, 3/3/10). 


To wit, a severe storm arose, and it fanned the flames. In this context we must 
remember that Hanuman was the “son of the wind god”, and one of his many names 
is ‘Maruti’, i.e. the son of Marut. All the forty-nine Maruts are the same Wind God in 
different forms and playing different roles. 

So when the Wind God’s own son was in action, it is very natural that his 
exalted and powerful father would help him in the enterprise, especially when this 
enterprise is in the service of the Gods themselves, in the service of Lord Ram who 
was none other than the Supreme Being in his form, and for the good of the entire 
creation in general because the demons had been tormenting all the creatures. 
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It is common observance that when a huge fire is lit, a strong breeze begins to 
blow. It is because hot air rises up, and the surrounding cooler air rushes in, or is 
sucked in by the vacuum thus created, to fill in the space; it is a scientific 
phenomenon. 

So therefore, when the blaze started, and the stronger it grew, a strong breeze 
swept through the city of Lanka. This wind further fanned the flames, and the fire 
spread to even those areas where the oil-soaked cloth was not present. 

The homes and palaces had wood as their basic framework on which gold was 
plated; the doors, windows, roofs and walls had wood all over them. So there was no 
problem for the blaze to spread, and the strong wind aided its progress. Even in 
modern times when wood is rarely used in buildings, a fire destroys huge buildings 
and may even spread to the surrounding neighbourhood if not controlled in time. ] 


dio. de fare um geng (fer d afer ag SS e 
WS A UT ANT forse | US erue sm enfe HUTT d 2 i 


caupat. 


deha bisala parama haru'a't. mandira tem mandira carha dha’. 1. 
jara'i nagara bha loga bihala. jhapata lapata bahu koti karala. 2. 


Hanuman assumed a huge form that was light and nimble (instead of being heavy and 
bulky as it would have impended his movements) even as he jumped quickly and 
easily from one building to another. (1) 


The whole city was burning; its citizens were exceedingly panicky and at their wit's 
end. Fierce tongues of flame were leaping ferociously in all the directions, 
everywhere, even as terrified citizens ran helter-skelter screaming in horror.! (2) 


[Note—'The scene of the ‘Burning of Lanka’ has been very vividly and wonderfully 
described in Tulsidas’ book “Kavitawali”. Refer: Kavitawali, Sundar Kand, verse nos. 
3-25.] 
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There was a mighty commotion in Lanka; the only sound that was heard everywhere 
was the frantic call of the panicky citizens who lamented and wailed, *Oh my dear, oh 
my mother, who will save us now! (3) 
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What we had guessed that this fellow cannot be, and is not an ordinary monkey, turns 
out to be true, for verily he must be some great God in his form (who has come here 
to take revenge upon us). (4) 


Surely indeed, it is the result of insulting and disobeying pious people (Sadhu 
avagya), and a curse obtained thereby, that the city is burning like this’.’ (5) 


[Note—'We have already read earlier that there were some demon warriors who had 
witnessed the mayhem in the Ashok garden when Hanuman killed large number of 
troops of demon soldiers and Ravana’s son Akshayakumar, and had even beaten back 
the mighty Meghnad before being captured, but who managed to escape death 
somehow to report the death and destruction to Ravana—it were these demons who 
had privately concluded that Hanuman was definitely no ordinary creature though 
they were afraid of punishment if they said this to Ravana or any of the senior 
demons. But nevertheless, they must have shared their feelings with their family 
members, albeit on condition of secrecy. So when the city was up in flames, they 
vented their feelings and shared their premonition publicly. But it was too late by 
now; the city was already ablaze. 


?The citizens were referring to Vibhishan’s advice to Ravana to let-off Hanuman with 
a slight punishment because it is wrong to harm messengers. Vibhishan was amongst 
the few demons who were pious and devoted to Lord God; defying him has resulted 
in the burning of Lanka. 

It would be clear shortly that Vibhishan’s home was spared from the inferno, 
and so was the garden where Sita stayed and was attended by Trijata, one other 
female demon who was god-fearing. These two places were spared because holy and 
pious souls abided in them. ] 
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The city (of Lanka) was burnt in a short time, in the twinkling of an eye. One home 
that was spared from the inferno was that of Vibhishan. (6) 


And, oh Girija (Parvati; the consort of Lord Shiva)', Hanuman was the messenger of 
the Lord who had produced the ‘fire element’ itself (at the time of creation), and this 
is why he escaped from being burnt’. (7) 


He burnt the whole of Lanka, from one end to the other. After that, he jumped into the 
middle of the ocean (to douse the lingering fire that still smouldered on the remnant of 
cloth that stuck to his tail, as well as to cool and refresh himself). (8) 
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[Note—'It ought to be remembered that this wonderful story is being narrated by 
Lord Shiva to his consort goddess Parvati—refer: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, 
Chaupai line nos. 3-4 that precede Doha no. 20 also. 


*Lord Ram, who is the Supreme Being himself who created this world and its primary 
elements, such as the sky, air, fire, water and earth, ensured that Hanuman was given 
immunity from the harm that fire causes. Remember: When king Dasrath performed a 
fire sacrifice to beget sons, the Fire God had manifested himself and had given a 
sweet pudding to the king, asking him to let it be shared by his queens, Kaushalya, 
Kaikeyi and Sumitra. Lord Ram was born of Kaushalya as a reward of her sharing a 
portion of this blessed pudding. {Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Doha no. 189 
along with Chaupai line nos. 1-8 that precede it.} 

To wit, Lord Ram had his own roots in the sacred Fire. So he knew the secrets 
of the fire element; he could harness the fire’s dynamic powers. In effect, Lord Ram 
was privy to some mystical ways by which he could exercise control over the fire 
element and its presiding deity, the Fire God, who incidentally was favourably 
inclined to the Lord’s wishes for three reasons: one is that the Lord was the fruit of 
the blessing of the Fire God himself as is evident in the way he was born; the second 
is that Lord Ram is the Supreme Being who is the Father of the Fire God himself; and 
the third is that Lord Ram is on a mission to fulfill the wishes of the Gods themselves 
who had prayed to Lord Vishnu to help them get rid of the menace of Ravana and the 
evil demons. 

Lord Ram had employed his special relations with the Fire God by placing 
Sita in the latter’s safe custody before Ravana abducted her shadow which she left 
behind. {Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-4 that precede 
Doha no. 24.} 

So here, Lord Ram asked the Fire God to afford his protection to Hanuman 
and spare him from being burnt in the fire that raged through Lanka. 

There is one other obvious reason why Hanuman escaped being scorched. He 
ran ahead of the spreading blaze, jumping and skipping over buildings as the fire 
spread rapidly; he had already freed himself from the thick wick of cloth and oil that 
gave direction to the fire. Besides this, there was another fortunate coincidence: the 
wind blew in a direction that was opposite of the area of the city where the house of 
Vibhishan and the Ashok garden were located, so these two also escaped being 
burnt! | 
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After extinguishing the remnants of fire of his tail and refreshing himself (by dipping 
in the water of the ocean), Hanuman once again resumed his diminutive form and 
came to stand submissively with joined hands before Sita.' (Doha no. 26) 
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[Note—'It was time for departure, so Hanuman decided to meet Sita once again—to 
see how she had fared during the blaze, to say a final word of assurance to her, to ask 
her if she has any message for Lord Ram, and take her permission to go back.] 
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[Hanuman said to Sita—] ‘Mother, please be kind to give me some token such as the 
one which Lord Ram had given me when I had come here! (so that when I go back the 
Lord would be convinced that I have indeed met you).’ (1) 


Sita immediately took off the ornament that she word on her head, the diadem 
(curamani)’, and gave it to the son of the wind god (Hanuman), which the latter most 
gratefully accepted with immense joy. (2) 


[Note—'Lord Ram had given his finger ring to Hanuman as a token to prove to Sita 
that he (Hanuman) was indeed the Lord’s messenger, and not an imposter. It was this 
ring that convinced Sita that Hanuman was truly a messenger who had been sent by 
the Lord. {Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, Chaupai line nos. 9-12 that 
precede Doha no. 23; and Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 10 that precedes Doha no. 
13. 


?Though Sita had discarded all her royal ornaments at the time of accompanying Lord 
Ram to the forest as she was expected to be attired in a fashion that would be suitable 
for life in as a hermitress as she was to live in the forest with her hermit husband, 
Lord Ram, but nevertheless there were certain ornaments that she could rightly wear, 
and would not be required to discard, as she was a married woman who was 
accompanying her husband on his journey. One such ornament was the *Chudamani", 
a jewel that is worn in the hair on the head by all married women. 

Just as the ‘finger ring’ is a single most important jewel that honourable men 
wear, the *Chudamanri' is the single most important jewel for all honourable women. 
When a person is separated from someone whom he loves most dearly in life and a 
chance fortunately comes when he is able to send a token of his affection and love to 
that lost individual, he would definitely send a thing that is most valuable for him, 
such as the finger ring that Lord Ram had sent to Sita to express his deep emotion and 
remembrance of her. So Sita wished to reciprocate the same emotion by sending her 
Chudamani to Lord Ram as a gift or a token, because this jewel was the single most 
important piece of her basic attire as a married woman. 

This exchange of gifts, the finger ring by Lord Ram and the chudamani by 
Sita, had an immense symbolic meaning: when a man gifts a finger ring to a woman 
he expresses his love for her and his commitment to be ever loyal to her; when the 
lady gives the jewel of her hair to a man she expresses her deep attachment to him and 
a desire to submit herself to him without any questions asked. 
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To wit, when Sita sent the jewel of her head to Lord Ram it was a strong and 
clear message to him that she has surrendered herself to the Lord, and it is his 
responsibility to take full care of her. Similarly, when Lord Ram sent his finger ring to 
Sita it was a clear and incontrovertible message to her that the Lord is fully committed 
to her and loves no other woman but her. 

This exchange of token gifts, Lord Ram’s finger ring and Sita’ jewel, was a 
mutual pledge of loyalty between the two, a reiteration of trust and an expression of 
faith in each other. ] 
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[After giving her diadem to Hanuman, Sita told him the message she wished to be 
conveyed to Lord Ram. She said—] ‘My dear son (tata)! First convey my deep 
obeisance and tell that I bow my head, and then prey to the Lord on my behalf, saying 
“Oh Lord, you are the one who fulfills all wishes (of everyone). (3) 


Oh the merciful and gracious Lord! Remembering your reputation as someone who 
removes all distress and agony of those who suffer but have surrendered themselves 
to you, please be kind to exterminate my sorrows and miseries which are immense 
and have become intolerable for me." (4) 


My dear son (tata)! Then recounting the story related to the son of Indra (sakrasuta) 
to him (Lord Ram), remind him of the power and the glory of his arrows’. (5) 


If the Lord does not come within one month, then surely he will not find me alive’. 


(6) 


[Note—'This story is narrated in Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line no. 3 
that precedes Doha no. 1—to Doha no. 2. 

To wit, Sita asks Hanuman to tell Lord Ram that he must recall how he had 
picked up a humble blade of grass and used it as an arrow to shoot at Jayant, the 
wicked son of Indra, who had disguised himself as a crow to prick her. When blood 
had oozed out from the wound, Lord Ram decided to punish him. Jayant had flown 
round the entire universe in order to find a place to hide, but the arrow pursued it 
everywhere relentlessly. No god or deity was ready to offer him refuge against Lord 
Ram's arrow. At last, sage Narad had advised him to go and surrender before the 
Lord, begging for forgiveness and mercy, for then the Lord will surely excuse him. So 
Jayant came and fell down before the Lord, and the Lord forgave him and spared his 
life. But since the Lord's arrow was infallible and could not go in vain, it was 


721 


obligatory that something must be hit with it. Hence, the arrow hit Jayant’s eye and 
blinded it. For all times to come, Jayant became ‘one-eyed’, and since he had 
disguised himself as a crow, it is believed that all the crows were henceforth cursed to 
become ‘crooked-eyed’ or ‘cock-eyed’. 

Sita wished that this story be narrated to Lord Ram to remind him about his 
astounding potentials and stupendous abilities to motivate and inspire him, to instill 
confidence in him, and to lift his fighting spirit to its original form. In case he has 
become too depressed and has lost his willingness to fight Ravana, this story would 
remind him of his grand reputation and the mystical powers that he possessed that not 
even the gods of the universe could dare to offer protection to someone, in this case 
Jayant, who had offended the Lord. If the Lord did not spare even the son of Indra 
who is the ‘king of gods’, then what do Ravana count as he is merely a ‘evil demon’ 
who ought to be punished nevertheless for his sins and cruel nature, even if he had not 
abducted her. 


*This is because Ravana had threatened to kill Sita after the expiry of one month— 
refer: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 9 that precedes Doha no. 
10.] 
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[Expressing her sense of loneliness and gloom, Sita said to Hanuman—] ‘Tell me oh 
Kapi, how and by what means can I hold to my life for now you too say that you are 
going away. (7) 


Since I first saw you my heart has found solace and comfort, and it feels cool after 
suffering from the intense heat of suffering. But how unlucky and unfortunate I am 
that I will have to face once again the same sort of day and night that I was compelled 
to face till your arrival." (8) 

['Once you go back, I will find myself all alone. While you were here I had 
felt very safe as I had a protector to protect me; but when you go away I will be left to 
my ill-fate, and things would be worse for me as these cruel demons will surely vent 
their anger at me. Till the time you were here I found some peace as these rascals 
desisted from tormenting me out of your fear; but with your going away they will turn 
the heat on me, and make life hell for me. Yes truly it was hell even before you came, 
but I had got some respite while you were here, and so this hell would be felt all the 
more striking by me when my suffering resume after you go away, even if by some 
remote good chance the demons decide to leave me alone for fear of severe retribution 
and backlash later on when you come back again and learn that they had tormented 
me. This thought fills me with gloom and dismay. But what can be done. I realize that 
you must be allowed to go, for otherwise how will the Lord get news of my 
sufferings, and how will the Lord come to free me. So I will bear with my sufferings 
for some more time.] 
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Hanuman explained the situation to the daughter of Janak (“janakasutahi”; Sita)! and 
reassured her in various ways, asking her to have courage and patience. 

Then he bowed his head before her lotus-like (holy) feet, and took leave of her 
to start on his journey back to Lord Ram. (Doha no. 27) 


[Note—'Hanuman understood the mental state of Sita. He explained to her that it was 
crucial for him to go back to Lord Ram to inform him about her, and then soon come 
back with an army to free her from the clutches of her captors and punish them. Being 
emotional and getting upset would not serve any purpose, for if he stayed back to 
please her then the Lord would not know what has happened, and the precious time of 
one month would pass without any tangible action on the ground. She must 
understand its gravity and let him go, for it is better to suffer for some short time now 
than to regret later on. 

And as far as the demons are concerned, she must feel secured as they won’t 
feel inclined nor dare to worry her any longer, for they are by now so terrified by what 
he (Hanuman) had done to them that, first of all they would be busy nursing their 
wounds and taking stock of the destruction of Lanka, and secondly they would be so 
occupied with the fearful thoughts of the impending invasion by a formidable army 
consisting of countless soldiers who are the likes of Hanuman that they won’t have 
any thought left for anything else! 

So Hanuman most humbly said to Sita, “Mother, let me say adieu to thee for 
now. I shall be back in a short time, but at that time I will come to thee as a victor to 
boldly take thou back to Lord Ram, who will, by then, have exterminated all thine 
tormentors. A month’s time is not a long time, and it will pass away soon. Meanwhile, 
have courage and faith, and trust me that thy sufferings are nearing their end. Don’t 
lose thy coolness and patience that has been thine wonderful quality that has 
supported thee in thy moments of suffering. Mother, I repeat, for which I should 
please be excused, don’t forsake hope, trust, equanimity, coolness and patience as 
they will stand thee in good stead. Adieu for now; I shall be back soon with Lord 
Ram!"] 
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At the time of his departure from Lanka, Hanuman roared thunderously, as a result of 
which the pregnant demon females had miscarriage.! (1) 


He leapt across the ocean and landed jubilantly on this side of the shore, while making 
a shrill cry of joy and exhilaration (to indicate to his companions, who were eagerly 
waiting for his arrival, that he had good news for them)? (2) 


[Note—'Hanuman’s thunderous roar was so chilling and ear-shattering that it made 
the female demons abort instantly out of shock. Meanwhile, the male demons were 
overcome with such terror and were so horrified by the prospects of a deadly war 
which was sure to exact a heavy toll on them that they forgot all about conjugal 
pleasures, as their attention was diverted to devising means to survive the war that 
was looming on the horizon. This effectively meant that one generation of demons 
was done away with in a jiffy! 

Let us pause a while here and reflect on this subject of Hanuman crossing the 
ocean, or rather ‘flying over it’. First of all the question is: can a creature, other than 
birds and insects and those who have wings, can actually fly in the sky, like the way 
Hanuman has said to have done? Well, to answer this vexed question, let us take 
another example. A man can swim in the water like a fish or any other aquatic animal 
only if he has acquired the necessary skill and have the knowledge of how to do it; not 
everyone can swim. Similarly, it is also possible to leave the earth and become air- 
borne if one has the necessary knowledge and skill. We have air planes and both 
manned and unmanned drones in modern times that do exactly this, and that too with 
a heavy load of passengers and luggage. So therefore there is no surprise at all that 
Hanuman could lift himself from the ground and be air-borne because he had this 
specialized knowledge and skill which enabled him to do so. 

And in the entire kingdom of Kishkindha, Hanuman was the only one who had 
this special ability, most surely because he was the son of the wind god, and 
Hanuman’s father must have taught and trained his son how to ‘fly like the wind’. A 
father would naturally want that his son should acquire skills that are special to his 
family, and therefore it is quite natural that the wind god taught his son Hanuman the 
skills required to fly in the air. No other member of the kingdom of Kishkindha had 
this unique ability. It is for this reason that Lord Ram had selected him to carry his 
finger-ring and the message for Sita at the time the group of messengers were getting 
ready for departure from Kishkindha, for the Lord clearly was aware that one would 
have to cross the barrier of the ocean if he was to find Sita at all as he had already 
known that she was taken away by Ravana who lived in the island of Lanka in the 
middle of the ocean, and that Hanuman alone could do so. 

This ability of Hanuman to ‘fly in the air’ came in handy during the war itself; 
when Laxman was wounded in the battle-field and the need arose to bring some 
medicine man who would advise some herbs that could revive Laxman, Hanuman 
was assigned these twin jobs—first to bring a doctor, and then go and bring the herb 
prescribed by him. When the medicine man prescribed the necessary herbs that could 
only be found in the Himalayan Mountains in the north of mainland India, it was 
Hanuman once again who was selected for this job, as he alone could fly swiftly to 
cover this huge distance and bring the herb within the prescribed time. We shall read 
about it in due course when we read the details of the epic war and this episode. 
{Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 
54—to Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 62.} 
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When Hanuman had entered Lanka he came in quietly, but when he left it he 
roared thunderously like a victor whose mission was a resounding success. He roared 
to warn the demons that he is challenging them to stop him if they can, and to be wary 
of ever disturbing Sita because if he got any wind that they had mistreated her then all 
hell would break loose upon them, and he would roast them alive. 

But what does his entering Lanka ‘silently’ but departing with a ‘thunderous 
roar’ indicate? Well, when he was on his way to Lanka he had done so as a modern- 
day drone or a glider does, or the way a kite, a hawk or a vulture would dive or swoop 
down from the sky on the intended target—they do so silently, almost imperceptibly. 
Hanuman did not want that his arrival should be a matter of public display in Lanka as 
it would ruin his prospects of success, and force him to encounter severe resistance 
from the first instance, which any spy on a reconnoitering mission would obviously 
like to avoid at all costs. So he glided and landed silently on the soil of Lanka. 

However, the departure time was another thing—he was leaving as a 
triumphant victor who had vanquished his enemy and brought the latter to his heel; he 
had lain to ruin the magnificent city of Lanka and left its inhabitants reeling with 
shock. Hence, there was no reason to leave quietly like a thief or a defeated person 
who goes away gloomily in shame. He was positively proud and upbeat about his 
achievements, and so he ‘thundered away in jubilation to celebrate the occasion’. A 
more obvious reason is this: like an air plane using its jet engines to take off from a 
flat runway, and everyone knows that jet engines make an ear-splitting noise while 
doing so, Hanuman had made a roar like the thunderclap at the time of leaving Lanka. 

These two methods used by Hanuman to arrive and leave Lanka, silently and 
with a roar respectively, lead us to make another interesting observation: At the time 
of launching himself from the northern shores of the ocean he had the benefit of using 
a chain of tall hills upon which he jumped swiftly and ran rapidly across to gain the 
required momentum and lift to become air borne. {Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar 
Kand, Chaupai line nos. 5-8 that precede Doha no. 1.} So therefore, he could rise high 
up in the sky and silently glide over the water to land quietly at the designated place 
in the dark of the night. 

But this facility was not available to him on the shores of Lanka, and neither 
was he very particular about keeping himself unknown like he had done while 
entering Lanka by being silent. So therefore, he launched himself proudly much like 
an air plane using its jet engines—i.e. with a lot of thunderous noise! 

Even if his launch from the northern shore of the ocean from where he took 
off on his journey for Lanka did make a roaring sound like that of a jet plane taking 
off, as it surely must have been the case, it didn’t matter much to Hanuman as it was 
on this side of the ocean which was a long distance of approximately 800 miles off the 
coast of Lanka. What was crucial for the success of his plan was to enter the demon 
island of Lanka silently, without making a fuss and alerting anyone, so that the 
secrecy of the mission can be maintained. This he achieved by setting foot on Lanka’s 
soil quietly, without making any noise, just like a drone or a glider would do, or like a 
kite, a hawk or a vulture would also do. 


“Ever since Hanuman had gone on his mission to Lanka, all the monkeys and bears sat 
on the shore of the ocean silently in a very somber mood; some spent time alone and 
others huddled together in small groups contemplating about the future and praying to 
God to help them. The overall mood was that of anxiety, worry, uncertainty and 
gloom. Every now and then they would look up into the sky for any sign of Hanuman 
returning; they would gaze endlessly into the horizon in the direction they had seen 
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Hanuman go; any sound from that direction would make them prick their ears to hear 
it and guess what it meant. Each passing hour seemed an era; time virtually stopped; 
the sun seemed to burn them and the moon aroused ghosts and phantoms. 

In the midst of such distressful time of gloom and uncertainty when these poor 
monkeys and bears were holding on to dear life by a thin thread of hope and faith, 
they saw a streak of light in the blue sky coming towards them, and heard a 
thunderous roar. Woken up from their numbed existence rudely by this sight and 
sound, they were initially shocked and worried for the worst. But soon as Hanuman’s 
form became clearer as he drew near, and upon hearing his jubilant cry that comes 
naturally from someone who has achieved exemplary success in a difficult mission 
and is returning home with some great good news to convey to his dear companions, 
these monkeys and bears sprang upon their feet with a loud cry of joy even as they 
stretched their hands upwards to welcome Hanuman. From the cheerful countenance 
of Hanuman and his excited bodily gestures as he waved at them joyfully from the 
sky they could easily perceive that he has been mighty successful in his mission, and 
has some excellent news to convey. | 
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All of them (i.e. all the messengers who were eagerly awaiting his arrival on this side 
of the ocean) were tremendously exhilarated on seeing Hanuman back; they felt so 
relieved as if they have got a new lease of life, as if they have been born again’. (3) 


He (Hanuman) had a very cheerful face, and his body was thrilled with pulsating 
energy; this signaled to his companions that he has indeed accomplished success in 
doing Lord Ram's work (i.e. in finding out the whereabouts of Sita). (4) 


All the members of the expecting group met him cordially and most enthusiastically, 
for all of them were overcome with great emotional excitement. The whole group felt 
extremely exuberant and exhilarated just like a fish that is made to intensely suffer 
from want of water, suddenly finds it^. (5) 


[Note—'This is because if Hanuman had failed in his mission they would all have to 
suffer the wrath of their king Sugriv who, as we must remember, had threatened to 
kill them if they returned empty-handed, without any information of Sita. {Refer: 
Ram Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, Chaupai line nos. 5-8 that precede Doha no. 
22.) 

And this fear of death was explicitly expressed by Angad and silently by 
others when the group had reached the shore of the ocean but saw no sign of success 
till then. (Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-10 that 
precede Doha no. 26; and Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 27.) 
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Therefore, when it was clear that Hanuman had met Sita and has brought back 
positive news about her, all the messengers felt that they have got a new life. 


?The comparison is highly apt here. The fish will surely die if water is not made 
available to it; and when it does find water it gets a fresh lease of life. Similarly, these 
monkeys and bears felt rejuvenated and energized as soon as they saw and heard that 
Hanuman has come back successfully from the mission, that he has indeed met Sita 
and is now equipped with all the necessary information about her. This news would 
be most welcome by Sugriv as well as by Lord Ram.] 
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Now presently this jubilant group set off on its way back to where Lord Ram was. On 
the way back the monkeys and the bears chatted merrily amongst themselves, asking 
Hanuman more details about his journey and the experiences that he has had in that 
alien land, which he shared with them gleefully. (6) 


By-and-by they reached the forest that had a large number of fruit trees laden with 
honeycombs, hence called the *Madhuvan'. There, upon being granted permission by 
Angad, the whole group enjoyed eating sweet fruits and drinking honey to their 
heart's content. (7) 


When the forest guards tried to prevent them (from rampaging in the well-tended 
forest), they (the monkeys and bears) hit the guards with their fists, as a result of 
which the latter fled from the sight.! (8) 


[Note—'This ‘Madhuvan’ was the royal forest of the king of Kishkindha, i.e. of 
Sugriv, hence it was out of bounds for ordinary subjects of the kingdom. Our group of 
messengers of Lord Ram and Sugriv, led by Hanuman, the hero, Angad, the leader of 
the team and the crown prince, and Jamvant, the elderly bear who was their emotional 
support and advisor, was very excited and exceptionally happy at this point of time as 
they had done a marvelous job assigned to them, having achieved a singular success 
which was likely to please their king Sugriv as well as their Lord Sri Ram immensely. 

They were so happy and confident rendered by their success that they were 
convinced that Sugriv would never get angry at them or punish them for this little 
mischief of eating and drinking in the royal garden; they would explain to him that 
they were very hungry and thirsty, and being their king's favourite subjects they 
thought that they had the right to eat and drink in the royal forest to refresh 
themselves after the arduous and tiring journey that they had undertaken, and the 
difficulties that they had encountered while searching for Sita. They were sure that 
Sugriv would excuse them. This view is endorsed in Doha no. 28 that follows herein 
below. 
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Besides that confidence, they had the permission of Angad, who was the 
crown prince and their leader, and therefore he had the right to enter and seek pleasure 
in the royal forest much like the king, Sugriv, had himself. So there was no problem. 

Of course these monkeys and bears could have been more disciplined, but they 
were so excited and happy that they threw all caution to the wind, and behaving like 
jubilant children let lose in a garden full of fruit trees and honeycombs, they ran amok 
through the forest. And like these excited children, they hit back at the guards when 
they objected.] 
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suni sugriva harasa kapi kari a'e prabhu kaja. 28. 


The guards ran to the capital to report the developments to their king Sugriv. They 
were almost out of their breath as they burst out, *Oh Lord, the crown prince (Angad) 
has led the group that has ruined the forest." 

Hearing this good tiding, Sugriv felt very happy as he deduced that this 
development clearly, and without a trace of doubt, meant that the Kapis have indeed 
been successfully in doing Lord Ram's work (for otherwise they would not have had 
the temerity to destroy his favourite forest). (Doha no. 28) 
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Sugriv said to himself, *Had they not known about the whereabouts of Sita, would 
they have dared to eat the fruits of the Madhuvan? 

[To wit, it is sure that they have found Sita, for otherwise it is not at all 
reasonable to think that they would ever dare to eat fruits and drink honey by raiding 
my forest. Quite the contrary, for in case they had failed to locate her they would 
either not have come here at all, or would have been far too scared for fear of their 
lives to have the mind to enjoy eating fruits. So therefore, certainly they have attained 
success in their mission. Excellent; I will definitely forgive them for ruining the forest 
at least, if I can't reward them with anything else.]' (1) 


In this way, while the king (Sugriv) was thus contemplating, the Kapis (i.e. Hanuman 
as well as Angad) arrived there; they were accompanied by all the other members of 
the group’. (2) 


728 


[Note—'Surely a large number of other monkeys and bears, the citizens of 
Kishkindha, must have joined this jubilant group as it headed towards the royal court 
of Sugriv to report. The news of their arrival must have spread like wildfire when the 
forest guards came in shouting and exclaiming about the affair of the ruining of the 
forest by Angad-led troops. Every single individual who was left in the capital was 
expecting news about this team, and when this news came it came with such a bang 
that it created quite a flutter in the city. 

By-and-by when the exuberant team headed by Hanuman, the ‘hero’, with 
Angad and Jamvant behind him and followed by other members of the group, reached 
the place where Sugriv waited for them, a huge milling crowd had gathered. There 
was a cry of congratulation and a spontaneous outburst of applause that reverberated 
everywhere in and around the capital. ] 
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All of them (i.e. all the members of the team) came and bowed their heads before 
Sugriv, and the king of the monkey race (kapisa; Sugriv) welcomed them most 
cordially, meeting them all affectionately. (3) 


Then Sugriv asked about their welfare, at which they replied, ‘We are indeed 
fortunate to have come back to see you and pay our respects at your feet. By the grace 
of Lord Ram, the special work (kāju bises!) that had been assigned to us has been 
done successfully’. (4) 


Oh Lord, Hanuman has done this work remarkably well, and by doing so he has been 
able to save the life of all us Kapis?.' (5) 


When Sugriv heard of this news, he met Hanuman once again affectionately to 
congratulate him. Then all of them proceeded to the place where Lord Ram dwelt’. (6) 


[Note— When a large number of monkey and bear troops had assembled at Mt. 
Prabarshan, a general order was given to them—to form teams or groups and go in 
every direction to search for Sita. One such group consisted of Angad, Jamvant and 
Hanuman amongst others. This was the privileged team who was ordered to proceed 
in the south direction. Out of its members, Hanuman was singled out by Lord Ram, 
who called him aside and gave him his finger-ring as well as the confidential message 
that he was to convey to Sita. 
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Hence, this particular team had been given a special status, and one of its 
members, i.e. Hanuman, was given a special mandate by Lord Ram himself. That is 
why they call success in this mission as something ‘very special’. 


*Though it is not specifically mentioned here who spoke on behalf of the group, but in 
all probability it was Angad, as he was the leader of this team. This fact, that he was 
the leader of this team, is clearly mentioned by Jamvant in Ram Charit Manas, 
Kishkindha Kand, Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 30. 

He was alluding to Sugriv’s threat that he would kill them if they failed to 
find Sita—refer: Ram Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, Chaupai line nos. 7-8 that 
precede Doha no. 22. 


*Lord Ram was living on Mt. Pravarshan all the while—refer: Ram Charit Manas, 
Kishkindha Kand, Doha no. 12 along with Chaupai line nos. 7-10 that precede it. So 
the merry team, led by Sugriv, went to meet the Lord atop Mt. Pravarshan.] 
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When Lord Ram observed that all the Kapis were coming to meet him, and perceived 
that they were joyous and effused confidence, he concluded that they had successfully 
done the assigned work. This made the Lord feel happy in his heart. (7) 


The two brothers (Lord Ram and his younger brother Laxman) were sitting on a rock 
of crystal. All the Kapis came and fell down at their feet to pay their respect to them. 


(8) 
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Lord Raghupati (Lord Ram), who is a fount of compassion, mercy and grace 
(raghupati karuna purija), met all of them very affectionately. 

He asked them about their well-being, to which they all replied, *Oh Lord, 
everything is good and fortunate for us now that we have come back to see your lotus- 
like (holy) feet.' (Doha no. 29) 
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Jamvant (the eldest and the wisest member of this fortunate team and the king of the 
bear community) came forward to report to Lord Ram. He said, “Listen oh Lord of the 
Raghus (“raghuraya”; Lord Ram, the illustrious descendant of great king Raghu of 
Ayodhya). Oh Lord, he upon whom you show your grace and benevolence [1] --- 


--- Such a fortunate person as he is constantly and always, without exception, assured 
of good fortunes and well-being at all times; there is no doubt about it. Verily indeed, 
in all sooth and without any gainsay, all the gods and all the human beings, whether 
they are ordinary men or exalted sages, are favourably inclined towards him, and are 
happy with such a person [2]. (1-2) 


Indeed, such a fortunate person is truly blessed with victory and success; he is deemed 
to be well mannered and cultured, as well as a treasure of all the excellent virtues one 
ought to possess. Verily, the fame and glory of this fortunate person shines throughout 
the world, in all its three divisions (such as the heaven, the earth and the nether 
world).' (3) 


[Note— Wise and erudite, and acquainted with court etiquette as well as good 
manners as he was, Jamvant knew well how to address great kings and be courteous 
in their presence. So here he shows his finesse of manners and good behaviour by 
conducting this discourse in an excellent way by first honouring Lord Ram himself 
before proceeding to narrate the developments and give the news of Sita. If, instead, 
he had gone straight away to describe the stellar achievement of Hanuman in finding 
Sita, and the miraculous way he had burnt Lanka to avenge for Sita's abduction, then 
to some extent it would have seemed a bit un-courteous and a sort of bragging on 
behalf of Lord Ram's hosts, king Sugriv and his monkey-and-bear race in general. 
Good culture and good manners entail that the guest himself is shown honour 
first before anything is said of the host; the host always says that he feels honoured to 
have the concerned person as his guest; its his privilege to be able to serve his guest.] 
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By the grace of the Lord, all the work has been successfully done, and in having done 
it we all feel that our lives have been fruitful and duly rewarded. (4) 
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Oh Lord, it is the son of the wind god (i.e. Hanuman) who deserves all the credit, for 
what he has done is so gallant, so astounding, so stupendous, so marvelous and so 
magnificent that it cannot be described in its totality even if one were to attempt to do 
so with a thousand mouths’. 

[To wit, Hanuman has brought immense laurels to the entire Kapi community; 
he has shown exceptional skill, strength, valour and courage in fulfillment of this 
mission, which I am glad to say, has made us all proud and happy. We are here 
because of him, for otherwise we would have been so ashamed of ourselves at our 
failure that we would have rather died than come here to show our faces to you. 
Whatever amount of praise is given to Hanuman would be little in the view of what he 
has achieved. Indeed, we are all very grateful to him.]’ (5) 


[Note—'This is a figure of speech to stress the importance and the magnitude of the 
achievement of Hanuman. Surely it was not a joke to cross the mighty ocean and land 
on an island 800 miles away from the shore. It was not an ordinary island, but one that 
was firmly secured and teeming with ferocious demons; its king was Ravana who was 
so mighty and powerful that even the gods trembled by his mere name. Going to this 
invincible fort alone, entering it and successfully finding Sita against all odds and 
overcoming all sorts of dangers, battering the demon army and virtually decimating it, 
killing Ravana’s son Akshayakumar, fearlessly facing Ravana himself and 
humiliating him in front of his full court crowded with armed demon soldiers, and 
then burning the city of Lanka and returning unscathed—was definitely not a child’s 
play by any stretch of imagination. It was indeed a stupendous deed and an 
astounding achievement that deserved all the praise that one can assign to it, for no 
one had ever imagined that it can actually be done even in one’s wildest of dreams. In 
one single sortie, and that too alone, Hanuman had brought the mighty enemy to 
heel. ] 


Uses en Att Gem | aad Tatas GAT N & M 
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pavanatanaya ke carita suha'e. jamavanta raghupatihi suna'e. 6. 
sunata krpanidhi mana ati bha'e. puni hanumana harasi hiyam la'e. 7. 
kahahu tata kēhi bhamti janaki. rahati karati raccha svaprana ki. 8. 


After this courteous introduction, Jamvant narrated to Lord Ram all the wonderful 
things that Hanuman had done. (6) 


When Lord Ram, who is an ocean of mercy, grace and compassion (krpanidhi), heard 
the details, he was very pleased in his heart. Then he called Hanuman near and 
embraced him most affectionately. (7) 


The Lord said, *Tell me my dear (tata), how is Janki (Sita), and how she manages to 
sustain her life in hostile conditions.” (8) 
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[Note—'Lord Ram well knew that Sita lived at a place teeming with blood-thirsty 
ferocious demons, and these demons derived sadistic pleasure in torture and cruelty. 
So the environment in which she lived was certainly ‘hostile’. The Lord wondered 
how she managed to survive in this situation. In the next set of verses we shall read 
how Hanuman answers this question. | 


qo. ma ures face fafa eat Pee Te | 
virer Frat ve wifza sats urd Als sme tt 30 N 
dohà. 


nama paharü divasa nisi dhyana tumhara kapata. 
locana nija pada jantrita jahim prana kehirn bata. 30. 


[Hanuman replied poignantly—] *Oh Lord, your name is like the guard who keeps 
vigil day and night, and your thought is the door at which this guard stands on duty. 

Her eyes are downcast and looking fixedly at her feet. Say then, by which path 
her Pran (life forces) can leave her body? 

[To wit, Sita sits like a hermitress immersed in deep meditation and engrossed 
in profound contemplation. She has enshrined the image of her beloved Lord Ram in 
her heart, which image she uses as a deity to whom an ascetic offers all his worship 
and efforts of spiritual practices; she employs the holy name of the Lord, the word 
“Ram”, as a Mantra, a divine formula, which the ascetic employs for his meditation; 
she thinks of the Lord like the way the ascetic does contemplation; and like the ascetic 
who sits for long hours with half-open eyes with his sight and mind focused on 
something very subtle and sublime and ethereal, something that is far removed from 
this gross, mundane and physical world, living in this world dispassionately and 
detached from all its affairs but appearing to do its routine affairs like a puppet, Sita 
too remains focused in the thoughts of Lord Ram to keep herself sane and retain life 
inside her emaciated body, while her half-opened and tired eyes are fixed on her feet 
because the fairy of sleep evades her.] (Doha no. 30) 


[Note—Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Doha no. 29 (b), and Sundar 
Kand, Doha no. 7 along with Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes it. In these verses we 
have read that Sita spent her days remembering the image of Lord Ram that she had 
last observed, of the Lord running behind the golden deer, an image that she had 
sacredly enshrined in her heart, and was muttering the Lord's holy name “Ram” 
constantly; she was emaciated, forlorn and despondent; and she remained seated with 
her eyes fixed on her feet, almost like a statue. 

In this Doha, Hanuman describes succinctly how Sita spends her time in 
captivity in Lanka—she sits sitting quietly, full of despair and despondency; she looks 
fixedly at her feet; her mind is always fixed in the thoughts of Lord Ram as she 
remembers him at all the moments of her existence; and she continuously repeats the 
Lord's name “Ram, Ram" as no other thought enters her mind. 

Hanuman paints this sad, poignant and pitiful portrait of Sita for Lord Ram to 
impress upon him how she constantly remembers him during the days of her captivity. 
He wished to convey to the Lord that she was in a very sorry state; she brooded and 
was lost in thoughts as she sat motionless like a statue—this is how she passed her 
days and nights. How is a ‘statue’ expected to lose its life, for it shows no sign of life 
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in the first place? Sita’s breathing has become very short and shallow; her eyes don’t 
seem to blink as they are fixed on her feet or the ground before her; her body shows 
no signs of activity as her mind is lost in deep meditation. So is she not virtually like a 
‘statue’? But she is not actually an ordinary ‘statue’ made of stone, for she is a ‘living 
statue’ in as much as she does have life in her body; she actually breathes, thinks and 
sees. She, in fact, is a ‘consecrated statue’™—as Lord Ram is enshrined inside her heart 
and mind; her whole being is shrouded by the Holy Spirit of Lord Ram.] 


ao. wera rfe aga AA i caqafa uad ong Ag eite eu 
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caupā'ī. 


calata mohi cüramani dīnhī. raghupati hrdayam la'i so'i linhi. 1. 
natha jugala locana bhari bari. bacana kahe kachu janakakuman. 2. 


At the time of my departure she gave me the jewel she wore on her head, the jewel 
called ‘Chudamani’.’ 

[Then Hanuman showed Lord Ram this token which he had brought with him. 
The Lord immediately recognized it as the one that belonged to Sita, and this made 
him profoundly nostalgic even as he was overcome with grief accentuated by sweet 
memories of her.] 

Lord Ram instantly took the Chudamani from Hanuman most affectionately, 
and held it close to his heart. (1) 


Hanuman continued with his report of Sita as follows: ‘Lord, the daughter of Janak 
(“janakakumari”; Sita)! filled her eyes with tears when she said a few words by way 
of a message for you. (2) 


[Note— When Lord Ram met Hanuman on his return from Lanka, he had also asked 
about Sita using this same alias for her; the Lord had asked how “Janki” was. The 
word ‘Janki’ also means ‘the daughter of king Janak’. Refer—Ram Charit Manas, 
Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 30. 

So therefore, Hanuman thought it wise to use a similar term for Sita because 
the Lord preferred to hear about her in that way.] 
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avaguna ēka mora maim mana. bichurata prana na kinha payana. 5. 
natha so nayananhi ko aparadha. nisarata prana karahim hathi badha. 6. 
biraha agini tanu tula samira. svasa jara'i chana mahim sarira. 7. 

nayana sravahim jalu nija hita lagi. jaraim na pava deha birahagi. 8. 


[After describing her pitiful condition, Hanuman now conveys Sita's sorrowful 
message in these poignant words—] She said to me, “Hold the feet of the Lord as well 
as his younger brother (Laxman)' on my behalf, and plead, “Oh Lord, you are a friend 
of those who are distressed and ill-fortuned (dina bandhu); you are the one who 
removes fear and sorrows of those who surrender themselves before you and take 
shelter at your feet (pranatarati harana). (3) 


(Then, turning to Lord Ram, say this to him on my behalf—} Oh Lord, I am your 
faithful maid by my Mana (mind and heart), by my deeds, and by my words, so why 
then have you abandoned me, for what crime or error have you forsaken me? Why is 
it that you have been so indifferent towards my sufferings, even though you are 
renowned as being a Lord who extends instant protection to those who are devoted to 
you, who love you, and who are totally dependent upon you for everything? (4) 


Of course I agree that there has been one fault on my part—and that single fault is that 
my Pran (life forces) did not leave me as soon as I was separated from you. [To wit, I 
agree that I did commit a mistake by not dying the instant I was separated from you. 
But I have an explanation for it.] (5) 


Lord, it is the fault of my eyes that they stubbornly resist whenever my Pran (life) 
wishes to leave my body. (6) 


{Now she explains how her eyes prevent her from dying in the following two verses. } 


The grief of separation is like a raging fire, the body is like the cotton, and the breath 
is like the air that can fan the fire and help it to erupt and consume my body by 
burning it to ash. (7) 


But the eyes constantly shower water (in the form of my tears) on this fire, out of its 
own wants, thereby dousing it every time the flame leaps up. This is why, and how, 
my body is not able to burn itself in the raging fire of separation (from you). 

[And what does the eye *want'? It hopes that one day it will be able to see 
your divine form once again! This wish, this longing, this hope and desire, keeps the 
eye wide awake even as it stubbornly prevents my life from leaving my body by 
constantly dripping tears to cool the fire of grief and agony. To wit my Lord, I weep 
day and night, and my tears cool my body; as for my breath it is so shallow and 
lacking in sufficient force that my life can't leave my body via that route too. What 
can I do if my mind keeps hoping to meet you again, and it instructs my eyes to pour 
tear on the fire of grief and agony to keep it under control to prevent it from ruining 
the prospects of my meeting you again?]" ’ (8) 


[Note— Why did Sita wished Hanuman to hold Laxman's feet also to plead on her 
behalf? It is because she asked Laxman to forgive her for not obeying his advice not 
to force him to leave her alone at the time Lord Ram had gone behind the deer and a 
loud cry was heard mimicking Lord Ram's voice calling out Laxman's name. At that 
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time Sita had forced Laxman to go and help the Lord inspite of his telling her that it 
was a trick as no harm can ever befall the Lord, and inspite of the Lord himself 
instructing Laxman not to leave Sita alone as the forest is teeming with demons. Yet 
when Sita persisted, Laxman was forced to go away, and this resulted in her being 
abducted by Ravana. These incidents are narrated in Ram Charit Manas, Aranya 
Kand, (a) Chaupai line nos. 8-9 that precede Doha no. 27; (b) Chaupai Doha no. 28 
along with Chaupai line nos. 2-16 that precede it. 

So therefore, by asking Hanuman to hold Laxman’s and Lord Ram’s feet on 
her behalf, Sita wishes to ask for forgiveness from them both. ] 


xirar & atta ferafar ferrem | faate we ule create e ui 
sita kai ati bipati bisala. binahim kahérn bhali dinadayala. 9. 


[After telling Lord Ram what Sita had conveyed, Hanuman summarizes her trauma 
and pitiful condition by making this poignant observation—] ‘Oh merciful and 
compassionate Lord (dinadayala)! Sita's troubles are so immense, so intense and so 
uncountable that it is well they are not told in detail. (9) 


ao. ARa Fite eens ote enera an afer 
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nimisa nimisa karunanidhi jahim kalapa sama biti. 
begi cali'a prabhu ani'a bhuja bala khala dala jiti. 31. 


Oh graceful Lord who is like an ocean of compassion and mercy (Karunanidhi)! Each 
moment that passes is equivalent to a Kalpa for her. [The Kalpa is a very long period 
of time, and it covers one cycle of creation and destruction. ] 

So therefore, make haste and start quickly to go and bring her back by 
vanquishing the wicked hordes of enemy by the formidable might of your arms.’ 
(Doha no. 31) 


[Note—In this concluding statement, Hanuman earnestly pleads on behalf of Sita by 
giving this advice to Lord Ram: No time ought to be lost by Lord Ram in launching a 
campaign to free Sita from the captivity of the demons by conquering them using 
force. By addressing Lord Ram as the one “who is an ocean of mercy and 
compassion”, Hanuman intends to tell him that he should be mindful of his own 
reputation on this count and show grace upon Sita even if she had made some 
mistakes, for he ought to forgive her as she has pleaded for forgiveness herself. 
Besides this, the Lord is a friend of the distressed and of those who surrender 
themselves at his feet, asking for his protection. So there is no reason why the Lord 
should delay in starting the rescue operation forthwith. ] 
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Se Hla WA AA Tet Se VE aster ferai fen ret N R N 


caupat. 


suni sita dukha prabhu sukha ayana. bhari a'e jala rajiva nayana. 1. 
bacana kayam mana mama gati jahi. sapanehumi büjhi'a bipati ki tahi. 2. 


When the Lord who is ever blissful himself and a granter of bliss to others (prabhu 
sukha ayana) heard of the miseries and grief of Sita, tears welled up in his eyes. (1) 


He exclaimed, ‘How can troubles, adversities and miseries ever come to someone 
who has surrendered oneself to me by one’s Vachan (words), Karma (deeds) and 
Mana (mind and heart; thoughts and emotions)?" (2) 


[Note—'Lord Ram was responding to Hanuman’s narrative about Sita’s miserable 
state of affairs. Hanuman had given a very pitiful portrait of Sita to Lord Ram and 
made it clear to the Lord how Sita is completely loyal and devoted to him; how she 
constantly remembers him, how she mutters the Lord’s name every moment of her 
life and sheds tears in his remembrance, how she expressed her emotions and paid her 
obeisance to the Lord at the time of his departure, and also explained to the Lord why 
she does not die in grief of separation—apropos of Doha no. 30—to Doha no. 31 
herein above. 

This brief narration was so touching that it overwhelmed Lord Ram. It was 
obvious that Sita was suffering immensely inspite of her surrender to the Lord as well 
as her unquestioned loyalty and devotion for him. This was too much for the Lord to 
bear, for this goes against his own glorious reputation—which says that anyone who 
has surrendered himself to Lord Ram and is completely devoted to him by his words, 
deeds, mind and heart can be sure of the Lord’s protection under all conditions. 

So, Lord Ram was unable to restrain himself as he felt that his honour and 
good name was at stake, and he made the remark as quoted in this particular verse. In 
effect it was a hint to all who were listening that no further time should be wasted, for 
the Lord is ready for action at that very instant, and hence the mission to free Sita 
should start forthwith. Hanuman picked up this clue immediately; he understood that 
the Lord is giving a signal to launch the campaign without the loss of any time. This 
will be evident in the next set of verses—where he assures the Lord that the real 
trouble for the creature is when he forgets the Lord and does not have devotion for 
him, but the situation here is quite the contrary for Sita is totally devoted to the Lord 
and remembers him every moment of her life. In her case it is a simple matter of 
going and freeing her by vanquishing her captors; it is no great deal, and neither does 
it merit such despondency and worry as Lord Ram seems to have. ] 
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Hanuman assuaged Lord Ram’s feelings of sorrow at Sita’s sufferings by saying these 
comforting words, ‘Oh Lord, the real trouble, the real misfortune, the real source of 
grief and misery for a creature is when one does not remember you (or when one 
forgets you), and when one does not worship you, adore you, and have devotion for 


you. (3) 


Oh Lord! What is the great deal with respect to the demons; how do they matter to 
you? I enjoin you that now it is but a simple matter of vanquishing them and bringing 
Sita back. 

[Oh Lord, there is nothing simpler than this. Till now, of course, there was 
some cause of worry as we did not know where Sita was, but now that everything is 
known, the rest is all easy. So why do you worry and express so much dismay’? (4) 


Oy ft cite Gar suet 1 ate ars ae Ae AT eT UU s Ul 
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sunu kapi tohi samana upakari. nahim ko'u sura nara muni tanudhari. 5. 
prati upakara karaum ka tora. sanamukha ho'i na sakata mana mora. 6. 
sunu suta tohi urina mairn nahim. dékhé'um kari bicara mana mahim. 7. 
puni puni kapihi citava suratrata. locana nira pulaka ati gata. 8. 


[Lord Ram felt very glad at hearing Hanuman's words of reassurance and courage. 
The Lord felt very obliged to him, and he expressed his deep sense of gratitude and 
thanks to him in the following words—] 


‘Listen Kapi (Hanuman)! There is no one amongst the gods, humans, sages, or any 
other living being to whom I feel so grateful and thankful today; I am indeed obliged 
of you. (5) 


I don't know how I shall be able to recompense you in full for what you have done for 
me. Truly, my mind and heart (Mana) fail to advice me on this account. (6) 


Listen my dear son (sunu suta)! The more I think of it the more I am convinced that I 
shall never be able to repay your debts, and I shall ever remain indebted to you!’ (7) 


The Lord, who is the protector of the gods (suratrata), glanced repeatedly at 
Hanuman with a lot of affection in his eyes even as tears (of joy and gratefulness) 
welled up in them, and his body was so thrilled that hairs stood on their ends.* 

[*This verse can be read in another way also as follows: “The Lord, who is the 
protector of the gods, glanced repeatedly at Hanuman with a lot of affection in his 
eyes, even as tears (of joy and gratefulness) welled up in the eyes of Hanuman and his 
body was so thrilled that hairs stood on their ends."]! (8) 


[Note—'In these verses, Lord Ram has expressed his deep sense of gratitude to 
Hanuman. Indeed Hanuman was so fortunate that both Lord Ram and Sita have 
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shown great affection for him, called him their ‘son’ (suta), and liberally blessed him. 
We have read here presently how Lord Ram articulated his great appreciation of 
Hanuman and showed favour to him, and earlier we have read how Sita had also 
liberally blessed him—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line nos. 
1-6 that precede Doha no. 17. 

We can remark here that there is a special bond between the Lord God and his 
ardent devotees. Both feel exhilarated in each other’s presence; the sentiment of 
affection and love is mutual between them. So therefore, it is natural that both Lord 
Ram and his devotee Hanuman should become highly emotional so much so that tears 
well up in the eyes of both, and both their bodies become thrilled in each other’s 
presence. 

It is a sort of mutual respect for each other—the Lord God shows his 
appreciation for his devotee who sacrifices all and everything in this world for his 
beloved Lord, and the devotee shows his appreciation for the Lord who inspite of 
being the ‘Almighty Supreme Emperor of this creation’ goes out of his way to show 
affection for a humble devotee, protect him against all odds, and treats him most 
favourably inspite of his numerous shortcomings. | 


a0. gA uy ae fareitfen we ma ete Saad i 
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suni prabhu bacana biloki mukha gata harasi hanumanta. 
carana paré'u premakula trahi trahi bhagavanta. 32. 


Hearing the (affectionate and polite) words of Lord Ram and observing that his 
countenance revealed that the Lord was favourable to him, Hanuman's body was 
thrilled with joy. 

Feeling overwhelmed by a surge of love and affection for the Lord, Hanuman 
fell down at his feet and exclaimed repeatedly, ‘Oh my revered Lord (bhagavanta), 
give protection to me (from feeling proud and having ego).’ (Doha no. 32) 


[Note—There was a huge crowd of monkeys and bears who were watching the 
proceedings. Earlier it was Jamvant and now it is Lord Ram who has singled out 
Hanuman for such glorious praise. So he feels humbled by this honour, and in his 
modesty he fell down at the Lord's feet to pray that the vice of ego and pride may not 
touch him.] 
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The Lord tried repeatedly to lift Hanuman from his prostrate position, but the latter 
was so emotionally overwhelmed that he resisted all the attempts of the Lord to lift 
him, as he did not wish to let go of the Lord’s holy feet (which he had clasped with 
his hands). (1) 


Remembering this sublime scene of Lord Ram’s lotus-like hands resting on the head 
of the Kapi (Hanuman), Lord Shiva (“gaurisa”; the Lord of goddess Gauri) became 
so overwhelmed with emotions that for some moments he was lost in a reverie of 
ecstasy, losing awareness of everything else.' (2) 


[Note—'It ought to be noted that Lord Shiva is the chief and the primary narrator of 
the story of “Ram Charit Manas’ which we are reading here. He was the one who had 
first visualized and conceived this divine story of Lord Ram’s deeds in his Mana 
(heart and mind) while meditating, and this is why this story got the name “Ram 
Charit Manas”. He then narrated it to his divine consort who has many names, one of 
which is “Gauri”, and the other more popular ones are Uma and Parvati. {Refer: Ram 
Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes Doha no. 30.} 

Shiva is known to be a great devotee of Lord Ram. So whenever an episode is 
being narrated where the close relationship between Lord Ram and his devotee, such 
as the case of Hanuman here, is the subject matter of the discourse, one which 
highlights their mutual sense of affection and love for each other as well as the 
intensity of devotion that the devotee has for the Lord and his adoration of the Lord, 
Lord Shiva becomes highly emotional and ecstatic himself. ] 
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savadhana mana kari puni sankara. lage kahana katha ati sundara. 3. 
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Lord Shiva recovered his composure and controlled his mind to resume the narrative 
which was very beautiful and pleasant (to hear and to narrate, as it gave pleasure to 
the listener as well as the narrator)’. (3) 


Finally (after great effort), the Lord lifted Kapi (Hanuman) and embraced him, 
holding him close to his bosom. Then the Lord held his hand and made him sit very 
close to him (like a true and a dear friend). (4) 


[Note—'Just how glorious, divine, spiritually fulfilling and fascinating this narrative 
of “Ram Charit Manas” is have been enumerated in its Baal Kand, (i) from Chaupai 
line no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 31—to Doha no. 33; and (ii) from Chaupai line no. 6 
that precedes Doha no. 35—to Doha no. 39.] 
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kahu kapi ravana palita lanka. kehi bidhi dahe'u durga ati banka. 5. 
prabhu prasanna jana hanumana. bola bacana bigata abhimana. 6. 


[Now, Lord Ram enquired about Lanka and how Hanuman managed to burn its 
formidable fort. ] 


Lord Ram asked Hanuman, ‘Tell me Kapi about Lanka, which is ruled and protected 
by its king Ravana. Tell me how you managed to burn its fort which is reputed to be 
very formidable and extremely impregnable. 

[Since Lanka and its fort are so strong and inaccessible, I am really amazed 
how you achieved this rare feat of not only penetrating it to enter and meet Sita, but 
also burning it, which is all the more stunning as you have done all this single- 
handedly, without any help, and without getting hurt. It’s astonishing and incredible 
really. So please tell me more of it.]’ (5) 


Perceiving that Lord Ram was very pleased by his actions', Hanuman replied without 
even a trace of pride or haughtiness in his voice or manners. (6) 


[Note— Initially Hanuman was afraid that his action of burning Lanka without the 
express permission of Lord Ram, Sugriv or Jamvant may not be liked by either of 
them, but on finding that all had welcomed him enthusiastically and shown great 
appreciation for his actions, he felt relieved. Especially when he found that Lord Ram 
has shown so much happiness at his actions, and the way Jamvant had eulogized him, 
he regained his confidence. 

But it goes to Hanuman's credit that this unequivocal and universal praise for 
him did not go into his head and make him puffed-up; he remained humble and 
modest. Haughtiness, egoism, pride and arrogance did not touch his mind and heart.] 
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[Showing extreme sense of humbleness and modesty, Hanuman said—] ‘It is a 
common thing for those who dwell on the trees like a monkey does (sakhamrga) to 
jump from one branch of a tree to another; it is their natural habit, even if one prefers 
to call this simple act of theirs as something great or rare. (7) 


It is out of this natural habit that I managed to cross the ocean by leaping across it, 
burn the golden city of Lanka (by jumping across its buildings), kill the demon 
warriors and destroy the (Ashok) garden. [To wit, I do not deserve much praise for 
these deeds, for I did them in a natural way, for such actions are like a sport for Kapis, 
or tree dwelling monkeys, like me.] (8) 
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And even if it is said that doing such stupendous deeds as enumerated above are 
something special, something great and very rare to do, then let it be known that all of 
them were successfully done due to your grace and blessings, and truly oh Lord, I 
have no claim to glory and honour for achieving success in doing any of them. All the 
credit should go to you and your grace, for I have indeed done nothing relying on my 
own strength and power.’ (9) 


[Note—'This is an excellent example of modesty, and how a true devotee credits his 
Lord God for all the success that he gets in any enterprise in his life. This is how true 
devotion should be—that the devotee feels that all his achievements are the result of 
his Lord God’s grace and blessings, and that he deserves nothing on his own merit. ] 


AO. AM HE UY HY Sum f WT uv pe TRT | 
qa Ware seriei sm Weng GST Te ll 33 ll 
doha. 


ta kahunř prabhu kachu agama nahim ja para tumha anuküla. 
tava prabhavam baravanalahi jari saka'i khalu tila. 33. 


Oh Lord, nothing is impossible or unattainable for him on whom you are gracious and 
favourable. 

To wit, by your grace and blessing even a humble thing as piece of cotton can 
be sufficiently empowered to overcome the might of the great subterranean fire 
known as 'Barwanal' so much so that the cotton would burn the latter instead of the 
other way round'! (Doha no. 33) 


[Note—'The ‘baravanala’ is the great underground fire that keeps the depths of the 
ocean warm, and often times it reveal itself in underground volcanoes that spew huge 
columns of hot steam from the surface of the ocean, or keep the water of hot-water 
springs boiling perpetually. This fire is so strong that the ‘water’ of the spring or the 
ocean is unable to douse it. But if the almighty Supreme Being so wishes, then the 
impossible can happen—which is that a humble shred of cotton can remain unscathed 
if it is thrown into this ferocious fire, or may be this cotton can even cover the fire to 
extinguish it, or it can also happen that instead of the fire burning the cotton, the 
cotton would burn the fire! 

Hence, Hanuman says that even if it is assumed that it was he who had 
penetrated the otherwise impenetrable fort of Lanka, then destroyed the Ashok garden 
and killed so many fierce demon warriors, and then burnt the city of Lanka—there is 
nothing remarkable in all these deeds that are attributed to him, as he was able to do 
them by the grace and blessing of Lord Ram. 

So we observe that Hanuman is essentially an embodiment of the grand virtues of 
devotion, modesty and humility; he attributes all his successes and spectacular feats to 
the grace of the Lord. Hanuman by his example teaches us how we should ourselves 
relate to our chosen deity; how we should be humble and modest during all our 
achievements in life, how we should credit everything in life to the grace of the Lord 
God, how we ought to surrender ourselves completely to our Lord God and have faith 
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in him with respect to our welfare and well-being, for then it becomes the Lord’s own 
responsibility to take care of us. 

This attitude helps us to overcome ego, haughtiness and arrogance; it removes 
a huge burden of worries that we carry on our shoulders because once we have 
surrendered ourselves to the Lord God, it is henceforth ‘he’ who now has to worry for 
us; and it pre-empts jealousy and malice that may arise in the heart of our adversaries 
who may not like our successes, because now we openly declare that we do not merit 
any praise nor do we claim any honour or reward for any of our achievements—for it 
is the Lord who is actually the one who has made it happen the way it happened, and 
therefore it is ‘he’ who ought to be honoured and praised! ] 


"dio. Ae wife sift were eg Hart Het SUT t 9 t 
gA wy we wrerenfu oT | Ware AST HSS Tert s N 
SHIT WIS Se BT ale sry ART Aa AT STAT U3 UI 
as GAS TT ST Bra P TTA epp Te GTS UIT Ut ¥ Ui 
gA wy ae helk enfusieT | Wa a SIS ep Ter TAT II & UI 


caupat. 


natha bhagati ati sukhadayani. dehu krpa kari anapayani. 1. 

suni prabhu parama sarala kapi bani. evamastu taba kahe'u bhavani. 2. 

uma rama subha'u jehirn jana. tahi bhajanu taji bhava na ana. 3. 

yaha sambada jasu ura ava. raghupati carana bhagati so'i pava. 4. 

suni prabhu bacana kahahim kapibrnda. jaya jaya jaya krpala sukhakanda. 5. 


[Hanuman concluded his submission by saying—] ‘Oh Lord! Please be kind and 
gracious to grant me your eternal devotion, a devotion that does not diminish with 
time or is affected by circumstances, as it is the one singular blessing that bestows 
immense joy, happiness and bliss to a creature.’ 


[Lord Shiva said to Bhavani, his consort to whom he was narrating the wonderful 
story—] ‘Oh Bhavani! When the Lord (Sri Ram) heard the words of prayerful 
supplication spoken by Hanuman, humble words that were sincere and heart-felt, he 
obliged Hanuman by saying “So shall it be (evamastu)". (2) 


Oh Uma (another name of Lord Shiva's consort)! He who knows the inherent nature 
of Lord Ram and has no doubt about it, he who is well acquainted with the Lord's 
temperament and habit (of being exceptionally merciful, kind, gracious, loving, 
benevolent, munificent, forgiving and tolerant towards his devotees and those who 
have unconditionally surrendered themselves before the Lord, pleading to the Lord for 
his help, solace and succour)—such a person will not feel inclined to have any other 
emotion or sentiment except to worship the Lord, to adore him, and to have devotion 
for him in its purest and undiluted form. (3) 


Verily, in all sooth and without gainsay, anyone who remembers this conversation 
(between Lord Ram and Hanuman) shall surely be inspired to have similar a devotion 
for Lord Ram and a desire to worship the Lord's holy feet.” (4) 
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When the assembled Kapis (i.e. all the monkeys and bears who had accompanied 
Hanuman to Lord Ram when he had come to report about his adventures in Lanka and 
the success in finding Sita) heard the conversation, and especially the words of the 
Lord (whereby he blessed Hanuman and expressed his indebtedness to him), all of 
them lauded the Lord and cheered him repeatedly, exclaiming in unison, ‘Glory to 
Lord Ram; Glory to Lord Ram who is most kind and gracious; Glory to Lord Ram 
who is a fountainhead of happiness, joy, bliss and beatitude (jaya jaya jaya krpala 
sukhakanda).”’ 


[Note—'When one recalls the emotional moments of Hanuman’s meeting with Lord 
Ram and how they bonded with each other, and at the same time the person 
remembers the stellar virtues of Lord Ram as the Lord who loves his devotees most 
dearly, the Lord who is peerless as far as showing mercy, grace, kindness, 
benevolence and munificence are concerned, the Lord who goes out of his way to 
accommodate one and all, and to forgive everyone who begs for forgiveness—then 
surely one will feel inclined to declare one’s total allegiance and full devotion to such 
a Lord as Lord Ram is. Forsooth, where else would one find such a dear Lord as Lord 
Ram; in who else would one find a dear and selfless a friend as one would find in 
Lord Ram? 


?The exceptionally warm and cordial manner in which Lord Ram received Hanuman 
and showered praises upon him send a wave of joy and excitement through the rank 
and file of the assembled crowd. All the monkeys and bears were exhilarated; all of 
them felt that they were blessed to have found such a munificent, benevolent, kind, 
graceful, affectionate Lord who endeared everyone who came into contact with him. 
This nature, habit and attitude of the Lord touched their hearts so much so that they 
spontaneously vowed to repose their complete loyalty and full allegiance to him. 
Loud cheers and enthusiastic applause rendered the air in every direction; all the 
Kapis celebrated this occasion with cries of jubilation and expression of solidarity 
with their beloved Lord.] 
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Section 7.2: 


Adhyatma Ramayan 


{Adhyatma Ramayan, Sundar Kand, Canto nos. 1-5} 


Now, after having read these wonderful tidings from ‘Ram Charit Manas’ of Tulsidas, 
let us read how Veda Vyas’ ‘Adhyatma Ramayan’ describes them. When we read 
about an event from different sources, we get a better, more colourful and varied 
description of the event, and this helps us to get a closer view of it and understand its 
nuances from different perspective. 
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Hence, for the purpose of narrating our Story with a focus on the subject matter of this 
Chapter—which is Hanuman’s meeting with Sita, the burning of Lanka by Hanuman, 
and his return to give the good news of Sita's discovery to Lord Ram—we shall read 
from Adhyatma Ramayan, Sundar Kand, Canto nos. 1-5 as follows:- 


7.2.1: Adhyatma Ramayan, Sundar Kand, Canto 1: 


Hanuman crosses the ocean and enters Lanka:- 


Il YA: Hof: Il 

ofiararód zara | 
IAA AAG ADARIA | 

rga RIRIA ASAA: II Ll 
EIA 218i RIAA TAAA | 
Uog ARI: Ad god Ai (SRA II 21 
sale Aoo AGARA: | 
uoerieeréld AARI Ucofl storcporfosofle II 3I 


i! prathamah sargah ıı 

Srimahadeva uvāca | 

Satayojanavistirnam samudram makaralayam | 
lilanghayisuranandasandoho marutatmajah ıı 111 
dhyatva ramam paratmanamidam vacanamabravit | 
pasyantu vanarah sarve gacchantam mam vihayasa ıı 211 
amogham ramanirmuktam mahabanamivakhilah | 
pasyamyadyaiva ramasya patnim janakanandinim i 311 


1-3. Lord Shiva said—'Oh Parvati! The son of the wind-god, who is an 
embodiment of happiness and bliss, got ready to leap across the 100 Yojan wide 
ocean which was full of alligators and other fierce marine creatures (1). 

He remembered Lord Ram, and invoking his grace he said his companions, 
'Oh monkeys! All of you look here. I am going through the path of the sky (2) like the 
infallible, invincible, irrevocable and formidable arrow shot by Lord Sri Ram. I shall 
see the Lord's wife, the daughter of Janak (Janak Nandani i.e., Sita), today itself (3). 


pars qpareitsé Yor: ueerifar Beara | 
UIUTzIIUT2IJIT AVA OA ADB II vl 
oRzdical AFANAR afer AGA | 

feb yora gdlsé Agng AAA: 1 Il 


krtartho'ham krtartho'ham punah pasyami raghavam | 
pranaprayanasamaye yasya nama sakrtsmaran II 41 


745 


narastirtva bhavambhodhimaparam yati tatpadam | 
kim punastasya duto'ham tadangangulimudrikah ıı 51 


4-5. Lam greatly privileged (at being selected to do the great work of Lord Ram), 
and am certain to accomplish the task successfully before having Darshan (divine 
viewing and meeting) of Lord Sri Ram again. At the time when the soul leaves this 
body and departs from this mortal world, the mere auspicious remembrance of his 
holy and divine name (4) can enable a person to cross the measureless and fathomless 
ocean-like mundane world and go to the exalted supreme abode of the Lord (i.e. attain 
heaven. I am a messenger of the same holy Lord, and am carrying his finger-ring on 
his behalf as a token for Sita.’ (5) 


[Note—'To wit, just imagine how lucky I am. Further, what worry do I have, for if 
the Lord’s name is so powerful and strong that it can take the creature across an ocean 
symobolised by this mundane world of transmigration, an ocean which is most 
formidable and intractable, then what does this simple ocean count? Surely I would 
easily go and come back across it by remembering the Lord’s holy name. There is no 
doubt in it. ] 


ada €cel ena crgareraercugiisferar | 
Sard Sool Ws YARRA: tt SII 
5baro[Iatedefec: AoolpFaducerl: | 
ofgwnisieRazdul uvcrisforeifaeper: 11 wil 


tameva hrdaye dhyatva langhayamyalpavaridhim | 
ityuktva hanuman bahü prasaryayatavaladhih ıı 611 
rjugrivordhvadrstih sannakuficitapadadvayah 1 
daksinabhimukhastürnam pupluve'nilavikramah 11 711 


6-7. Say, what is the wonder if I cross this ordinary ocean, which is but miniscule 
as compared to the huge ‘Bhavsagar’ which the soul crosses at the time of death, by 
remembering him (Lord Sri Ram) in my heart. 

[To wit, if a creature can cross the endless and most formidable ocean 
symbolized by the ever-turning cycle of transmigration, an ocean called ‘Bhavasagar’, 
by remembering Lord Ram's holy name, then why should I worry for this simple 
hollow-in-earth that is filled with water, which we like to call an ‘ocean’, that is 
nothing more than a small groove made by a cow's hoof on earth and filled with salty 
water as compared to that huge ocean which is called Bhavasagar? So therefore I am 
at ease, and truly, crossing this ocean is no matter of concern to me as I shall be 
empowered and enabled to cross it very easily by the holy name of Lord Ram that will 
not only see me through across this trough of salty water, but also ensure my success 
once I land in Lanka, and then ensure my safe return here to meet you all once again. 
Don't you worry for me; I'll be alright. Adieu for now!]' 

Saying this, Hanuman spread his arms, lengthened and stiffened his tail (6), 
straightened his neck and looked upwards, folded both his legs inwards from the knee, 
and facing south, he launched himself in the air and flew with the speed of wind (7). 
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[Note—A reading of these two verse nos. 6-7 show that Hanuman resembled a jet 
plane when he took to the skies—extended arms, lifted tail, head thrust forward, legs 
drawn in etc. | 


SIDRA Ad Soret A: | 
Eci odi sco ARANA: II ell 
Udsigwiel Ard RAGAT] | 
IKEA AGRA Alok drerfeaosr: I SII 


akaSattvaritam devairviksyamano jagama sah | 
drstvanilasutam deva gacchantam vayuvegatah ıı 811 
pariksanartham sattvasya vanarasyedamabruvan | 
gacchatyesa mahasattvo vanaro vayuvikramah ıı 911 


8-9. At that moment he was cruising through the sky with great speed and 
swiftness, while all the Gods (who had assembled in the sky to watch this amazing 
spectacle) watched him in awe and wonder as he sailed through the sky like a cruise 
missile. When they saw the son of the wind-god going with the speed of wind (8), 
they wanted to test his ability, intelligence, wit and prowess. So they talked amongst 
themselves, 'Really, this monkey (vanaro), who is extremely strong, powerful and 
valiant, is going with the great speed of wind (9). 


CISHI YALE MP dI of dr olloflars IAA | 

vd feari orrerrori AAR 31221818141 II goll 
sigdgadides: aqeciiafoaa: | 

9Ict$ cd dIol20q21 fepPalGeol BATA II 9 11 
sid Ra qci gf. Yorts rRq | 
SCID! Ul eel fog soaAfGEaDPRUIT II Lll 


lankam pravestum Sakto va na va janimahe balam | 

evam vicarya naganam mataram surasabhidham ıı 1011 
abraviddevatavrndah kautuhalasamanvitah | 

gaccha tvam vanarendrasya kificidvighnam samacara i 111 
jfiatva tasya balam buddhim punarehi tvaranvita | 

ityukta sa yayau Sighram hanumadvighnakaranat ii 1211 


10-12. But we doubt whether he shall be able to enter Lanka successfully. Therefore, 
let us test his courage, strength and valour (so that in case he needs our help, we shall 
be ready for it)'. 

Having discussed this matter amongst themselves, and to satisfy their 
curiosity, they requested Sursa, the mother of Serpents, 'Oh Sursa! (10) You should 
go immediately and create some kind of hurdle in the path of this most excellent 
monkey who is like a king in his race (11). Test his strength and intelligence, and 
come back soon'. 


747 


When the Gods had said so, she immediately went to create an obstacle in the 
path of Hanuman (12). 


arqeer AT qaa: Reca arorrgdia | 

tiè A agoa oft ufaersa ASIAA II 23 
Arad miu sige: JERAS arcaror: | 
AIAI SAA, MALS AARI MRIN I 8 vil 
TCOUA MAPI g YORRI AT: | 

AARI Hci AR: PARAI aG I 2 V1 


avrtya margam puratah sthitvā vanaramabravit | 

ehi me vadanam Sighram praviSasva mahamate ıı 1311 
devaistvam kalpito bhaksyah ksudhasampiditatmanah | 
tamaha hanuman mataraham ramasya Sasanat ii 1411 
gacchami janakim drastum punaragamya satvarah | 
ramaya kusalam tasyah kathayitva tvadananam ıı 1511 


13-15. She stood in front of Hanuman, blocking his path, and said, 'Oh you wise one! 
Come, enter my body (enter my mouth) immediately (13). I was very agitated and 
tormented with hunger, and so the benevolent Gods took mercy on me and have sent 
you as my prey (so that I can satisfy my hunger)’. 

Then Hanuman said to her very politely, 'Oh mother! On the orders of Lord 
Sri Ram (14), I am going to see (meet) Janki (Sita). I shall soon come back from 
there, tell the Lord about her welfare, and then I shall come and enter your mouth 
willingly. [Mother, I am on a mission for Lord Ram, which I must complete before I 
can offer myself to you as a sacrifice to satisfy your ravenous hunger. But excuse me, 
it is not possible to oblige you before that at all.] (15). 


PAA ofé at aol RAA oralisaq d I 

SCIP Uoi?dI8 WAI siAIARFASA II 9 £l 
yidor arce» A Ach oit Aral ASRIRIEH | 
spl Salons Hd ote facie i uii 
Ufdoer qoot ASE orco cazeiioda: | 
sad ARAA seal U2: Re: I Vil 


niveksye dehi me mārgam surasāyai namo'stu te | 

ityuktā punarevaha surasā kşudhitāsmyaham ıı 1611 

pravi$ya gaccha me vaktram no cettvam bhaksayamyaham | 
ityukto hanumanaha mukham $ighram vidaraya i 1711 
pravi$ya vadanam te'dya gacchami tvarayanvitah 1 

ityuktva yojanayamadeho bhütva purah sthitah i1 1811 


16-18. Oh Sursa! I bow before you and request you to leave my path'. 
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At this request of Hanuman, Sursa replied, 'I am very hungry (16). So, enter 
my mouth at least once, and then you can come out to proceed further on your 
journey. Otherwise, I shall eat you up entirely. 

[To wit, let us adopt a middle path. First fulfill my wish by entering my 
mouth, and then I shall oblige you by letting you fulfill your part of the bargain—by 
letting you escape for the time being so that you can continue with your journey. If 
you don’t do this, then be sure I shall devour you entirely, and once you are in my 
stomach, surely you would be dead.]' 

Then Hanuman said, 'Alright. If that is the case, then open your mouth quickly 
(17). I shall enter your body, and then proceed to Lanka once I come out of it'. Saying 
so, Hanuman spread his body for 1 Y ojan (8 miles), and stood before her (18). 


[Note—Sursa was sent by the Gods to test Hanuman's intelligence and wit. So he 
agreed with Sursa's proposal, but then started expanding his body step-by-step in a 
progressive manner, always one size larger than her open mouth, so that it would 
become impossible for her to be able to put him inside the it's cavity as will be 
evident in the verses that follow herein below. 

Sursa was not to be easily defeated in this war-of-wits. So she also started 
enlarging the size of her open mouth, which resembled a wide entrance of a huge 
cave. The more Sursa enlarged and widened her mouth, the more Hanuman expanded 
his own body, till a time came when their sizes, the colossal body of Hanuman as he 
stood like a gigantic statue before the grand and bottomless abyss represented by the 
wide open mouth of Sursa, surprised even the Gods. 

When Sursa's mouth reached its widest and highest point, her forehead 
touched the sky, her eyes resembled a giant planet observed at fearfully close range, 
and her lower lips and the cheeks resembled a grand canyon dug deep into the earth 
with its protruding cliff! Hanuman, on his part, always outwitted her by assuming a 
size that was consistently larger, wider and higher than her fully open mouth.] 


EXC SoA WU AAI PRAA | 
Ad APR soldlol ÍZ PAAGA II Lil 
dd RA Aoo a ffA | 
qd APR gR GANARÍA] II eoll 


drstva hanūmato rüpam surasa paficayojanam | 

mukham cakara hanuman dvigunam rūpamādadhat ıı 1911 
tataScakara surasa yojananam ca vimsatim | 

vaktram cakara hanumamstrimsadyojanasammitam ıı 2011 


19-20. Seeing this huge form of Hanuman, Sursa expanded her mouth to 5 Yojans (40 
miles). Then Hanuman doubled the size of his body (19). Thereafter, Sursa widened 
her body to 20 Yojans (160 miles), and Hanuman to 30 Yojans (240 miles) (20). 


AAUOR WAI Wal glEelsioer | 
ach AGI Sol AAAG OAA: || 2211 


Ufdeer doi APA: YONI qa: era: | 
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yfasel forsfdisé A agoi ofd A ofa: II 2211 


tataScakara surasa paficaSadyojanayatam | 

vaktram tada hanümamstu babhüvangusthasannibhah i 2111 
pravi$ya vadanam tasyah punaretya purah sthitah 1 

pravisto nirgato'ham te vadanam devi te namah ii 2211 


21-22. Finally when Sursa had spread and widened her mouth for 50 Yojans 
(approximately 400 miles), Hanuman suddenly reduced his size to become as small as 
a thumb (21), entered her mouth, and immediately coming out it he stood before her 
politely. He respectfully said to her, 'Oh goddess (devi)! I have entered your body (i.e. 
your mouth) and have come out as you had desired. Now I bid farewell to you by 
bowing respectfully before you (22). 


[Note—The yawning gap of 50 Yojans or 50 x 8 = 400 miles between the lower and 
the upper lips of Sursa is not a joke. One can well visualise the proportionate size of 
Sursa's eyes, tongue, nose, chin etc. with such a colossus mouth. Then suddenly 
Hanuman reduced himself to the size of a thumb, i.e. a few centimeters. For all 
practical purposes, it was like trying to see a fly with naked eyes from a distance of 
roughly 400 miles or so! Hanuman slipped in and came out easily, and un-noticed, 
from the vast gaping hole of the cavernous mouth of Sursa, who seemed to by 
yawning, to keep her words. Sursa realised then that Hanuman was far cleverer than 
what she had expected, as is evident in the next verse.] 


Ud door EA AM Sofirodaremgdka | 

eS Al WA PRİ Gea AZ II 23I 

od: orifice A aci foremaifar: eod | 

Evel efai qoretcar Wa GEURT oes ai: II 2vll 


evam vadantam drstva sa hanumantamathabravit | 
gaccha sadhaya ramasya karyam buddhimatam vara ıı 2311 


RS 


drstva sitam punargatva ramam draksyasi gaccha bhoh ti 2411 


23-24. Hearing Hanuman say so, Sursa replied, 'Oh the best amongst the intelligent 
and wise ones! Go and successfully complete Lord Sri Ram's work (23). Oh Kapi 
(literally a monkey; word used for Hanuman as he belonged to this race)! The Gods 
wished to know about your intelligence, wit, strength, courage, prowess and valour. 
So it is they who have sent me to you. I am now convinced that you shall see Sita, and 
come back to meet Lord Sri Ram very soon. You can go now (as you have my 
permission and blessings)! 

[To wit, I am satisfied that you have the skill and the intelligence to be 
successful in this hazardous enterprise; you will always outwit your opponent, it's 
sure. Now I shall go and make my report to the Gods.]' (24). 
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SCYACA Al Bell IAD ARRIA: Yor: | 
SPIA Ass! Seaford UIRE II ell 
AASE dot APLANATA | 
THAN ARIA SAMSAMSAIA: Il EI 
WR coreifargeerel aa cd afad ara | 
WRAGA RARE APRISHAAT II VII 


ityuktva sa yayau devalokam vayusutah punah | 
jagama vayumargena garutmaniva paksirat i| 2511 
samudro'pyaha mainakam manikaficanaparvatam | 
gacchatyesa mahasattvo hanumanmarutatmajah ıı 2611 
ramasya karyasiddhyartham tasya tvam sacivo bhava | 
sagarairvarddhito yasmatpuraham sagaro'bhavam ıı 2711 


25-27. Saying so, Sursa went back to the abode of Gods, and Hanuman resumed his 
flight across the path of the sky, literally ‘the path taken by the wind’, a path that is 
also the one by which Garud, the king of the birds (and the legendary mount of Lord 
Vishnu), flies (25). 

At about this time, the ocean said to Mt. Mainak, a mountain that was liberally 
endowed with precious metals such as gold and priceless stones known as gems, 
'Hanuman, who is exceptionally strong and a valiant son of the wind god (26), who is 
also a messenger of Lord Sri Ram, is on his way to do his work. You must help him. 
In some previous time, the sons of the great legendary king Sagar had created me!, 
and I am called ‘Sagar’ (meaning an ‘ocean’) after him. 

[Hence, king ‘Sagar’ is my ancestor, and he is also an ancestor of Lord Ram. 
So we two are related. Since Hanuman is on a mission of Lord Ram, I am obliged to 
help him. You, Mt. Mainak, live in my realm; so I request you to stand up and 
welcome Hanuman; afford him some time to rest and refresh himself before 
proceeding ahead on his mission.] (27). 


[Note—'The ocean is called “Saagar” in Sanskrit, and this name is derived from the 
name of a great king of the line to which Lord Ram belongs. This king was named 
‘Sagar’, and his sons had dug up the earth in search of the sacrificial horse of their 
father that was hidden by Indra, the king of gods. The hollow thus created was filled 
with water, creating what is now known as the *ocean'. 

Mt. Mainak was a huge volcanic mountain on the bed of the ocean, but its 
peak remained under the surface of water. It was like the many small islands we see 
dotting the ocean, some inhabited and others barren. So essentially, the ocean here 
asks Mainak to rise to the surface of the water so that Hanuman, if he so wishes, could 
take some rest. Remember: Lanka was about 100 Yojans, or 800 miles roughly, from 
the shore of the ocean from where Hanuman launched himself; there was nothing but 
an endless stretch of water everywhere, as far as the eye could see. So, an island 
would be a welcome sight for Hanuman to take some rest and re-energise before 
proceeding ahead. 

Briefly, the story of how the ocean derived its name from king Sagar is as 
follows: King Sagar had done a great horse sacrifice known as ‘Ashwamedh Yagya'. 
This sacrificial horse was stolen by Indra, the king of Gods who was renowned for his 
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mischief and jealous nature, in the guise of a demon. The reason was that king Sagar 
had already done 99 such sacrifices, and if he successfully completed this 100" 
sacrifice, he would have become eligible for the stature of Indra. This Indra could not 
tolerate. 

Now, king Sagar ordered his sixty thousand sons to go and find the horse. 
They dug up the entire earth in search of the horse, pursuing Indra relentlessly. During 
the process all the creatures who lived on the earth suffered immensely because their 
homes were demolished and they were uprooted from their natural habitats. This was 
what Indra wanted—to instigate Sagar to commit some sort of blunder that would 
invite the wrath of the creatures and the Brahmins, thereby inviting his own ruin. The 
Gods rushed to their patriarch Brahma, complaining about the developments. Brahma 
comforted them that they should not worry because Lord Vishnu who is responsible 
for the welfare of the creation would certainly do something to rectify the damage and 
punish the perpetrator. 

Meanwhile, even after searching the earth the sons could not find the 
sacrificial horse. When they reported this to their father, king Sagar, he strongly 
rebuked them and ordered them to go back and search once again. This time around, 
they dug up the subterranean world. Ultimately, they reached the hermitage of sage 
Kapil on the shore of the eastern ocean. The mischievous Indra had hidden the horse 
there, but sage Kapil had no idea that it was a stolen sacrificial horse. So, when 
Sagar’s sons saw the horse there, they concluded that it was stolen by the sage, and 
they haughtily challenged him. The sage was very angry, and he cursed them, 
reducing them to ashes. 

When these sixty thousand sons did not return even after a long time, king 
Sagar ordered his grandson Anshumaan to go and find out what had happened. 
Anshumaan followed the path taken by his uncles, and finally reached the place where 
he saw their ashes in a huge mound. Lamenting and grieving, he wanted to perform 
their last rites. He also found the horse grazing nearby. For doing the last rites he 
needed water. Just at that time, Lord Garud (the mount of Lord Vishnu), who was the 
maternal uncle of his own uncles, came there and told Anshumaan that ordinary water 
won't liberate his uncles because they were reduced to ashes by the curse of a great 
sage named Kapil. For this, the water of the holy river Ganges is needed. So he must 
go and make an effort to bring Ganges to earth so that its water can flow over the 
ashes and provide your uncles deliverance. Meanwhile, he should take the sacficial 
horse and go home to his grandfather. 

King Sagar completed his sacrifice and returned to his capital. He did not 
know how to bring the celestial river of Gods to earth, and he died without 
accomplishing the task. After his death, Anshumaan ascended the throne. His son was 
king Dilip. Anshumaan abdicated the throne in favour of his son and went to the 
Himalayas to do severe Tapa, and died there. 

King Dilip had a son named Bhagirath. Dilip did many sacrifices in order to 
bring river Ganges to earth so that his ancestor’s souls could find deliverance, but 
failed. Worried and frustrated he fell sick and died. 

Meanwhile, Bhagirath had no sons, but he still was determined to bring 
Ganges to earth and fulfill the long cherished desire of his father, grandfather and 
great grandfather. So he handed over the reins of the kingdom to his wise ministers 
and went to do the severest form of Tapa one can imagine of. His determination and 
noble resolve pleased Brahma, the creator, who revealed himself before him and 
asked him to request for a boon. Bhagirath replied that if Brahma really wants to grant 
him something then he should bless him that he be able to bring Ganges to earth and 
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wash his ancestors with its holy water so that they can find deliverance. Braham 
advised him that he must please Lord Shiva and request him to accept the river on his 
head prior to its reaching the surface of the earth—because if the river fell directly 
upon the earth it would split the latter into two with its tremendous force. 

So, Bhagirath prayed to Shiva who was more than willing to accept Ganges on 
his head because the Lord knew that the river had its origin in the foot of Lord 
Vishnu. As soon as Shiva gave his consent to bear the river on his head, Brahma let 
his Kamandalu tilt and thus the mighty river Ganges came cascading down with a 
thunderous force to land upon the matted hairs of Lord Shiva. Ganges was very proud 
of its own origin and powers, so it thought that it will push Shiva to the under-world 
by its sheer force. Shiva wanted to teach Ganges a lesson not to be haughty, so the 
Lord contained the might of the swirling waters of the haughty Ganges in the lock of 
hairs on his head so much so that the river almost got lost amidst its huge crevices. 

Bhagirath was confounded: after all the efforts made by him, the river still 
failed to reach the ground. So he did Tapa again to please Lord Shiva and ask him to 
allow Ganges to fall down to earth. Pleased with his sincerity and devotion, Lord 
Shiva allowed a thin stream of Ganges to escape from his head and fall in the ‘Bindu- 
sarovar (lake)’. Immediately upon reaching this lake, Ganges branched off into seven 
streams. The seventh stream followed king Bhagirath who lead its path on a chariot to 
the spot where the ashes of his ancestors lay. As soon as the holy water of the Ganges 
touched the ashes, the souls of the sixty thousand sons of king Sagar found liberation 
and deliverance. 

At that time, Brahma appeared and blessed Bhagirath that henceforth Ganges 
would be deemed to be his daughter and bear his name. It would be known by three 
names—viz. ‘Tripatha-gaa’, ‘Dibyaa’ and ‘Bhagirathi’. Hence, the holy river Ganges 
also came to be known as ‘Bhagirathi’, the daughter of Bhagirath. Since it flows in 
the whole of the three worlds, the heaven, the earth and the subterranean world, it is 
known as *Tripatha-gaa'—that which flows on three paths. And since it is a holy and 
divine river, it is known as ‘Dibya’—the divine and holy one.] 


ARITA TART Wal GOAL: uar: | 

aa wriiBigerel IOAN Herp: |i ell 
cdaitite oriri cater AARI orcesq | 

A AAK YAPANA: I ell 


tasyānvaye babhūvāsau rāmo dāśarathih prabhuh ı 

tasya karyarthasiddhyartham gacchatyesa mahakapih ıı 2811 
tvamuttistha jalattürnam tvayi visramya gacchatu | 

sa tatheti pradurabhujjalamadhyanmahonnatah ıı 2911 


28-29. Lord Ram, the son of Dasrath, has been born in that illustrious family to which 
king Sagar belonged, and this great monkey (Hanuman) is going with the purpose of 
accomplishing his task (28). 

So I request you (Mt. Mainak) to rise above the water so that he can have 
some rest upon you before proceeding further". 

Saying 'alright', the mountain raised itself high above the surface of water in 
the centre of the ocean (29). 
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AAA: soley RIPIN: | 

Ure Uo goodi ADIS ASIcU |I 30l 
AAU AsMiSve sca Gosia ASA | 
SSAA seal uqauctrrfor at II 3 911 


nanamanimayaih srngaistasyopari narakrtih | 

praha yantam hanumantam mainako'ham mahakape ıı 3011 
samudrena samadistastvadvisramaya marute | 
agacchamrtakalpani jagdhva pakvaphalani me i 311 


30-31. It was a fantastic mountain that was fabulously endowed with numerous gem- 
studded peaks. It assumed a human form (narakrtih), and stood atop one of the peaks. 

He said to Hanuman, 'Oh the great monkey; oh Hanuman (mahakape; 
hanumantam)! I am Mainak (mainako'ham). The ocean has ordered me to give you 
some rest. Come; please partake of some of my offerings; come and taste some of my 
fruits that are ripe, sweet and succulent (31). 


AJRIT str uss idea aera | 

VA PISH ci YS SoM SAA: || 32! 
IIA AAR sgl AÀ del ardeat | 

RA ar wel À Rigo CaN A II 331 


visramyatra ksanam paścādgamişyasi yathasukham | 
evamukto'tha tam praha hanümanmarutatmajah i 3211 
gacchato ramakaryartham bhaksanam me katham bhavet | 
visramo va katham me syadgantavyam tvaritam maya ıı 331 


32-33. Rest here for a while, and then you can cheerfully proceed ahead’. 

When Mainak had said so, the son of the wind-god, Hanuman, replied, 'How 
can I rest or eat anything while on my way to do Lord Ram's work. (I don't want to 
waste even a single moment.) I have to go in haste, so where is the time for leisure 
and taking rest?' (33) 


Sac 2uecforaqa: WISI RÀ DPA: | 
Ipfa IRRA GR ersjalsejékT Il 3vll 
RIDI oe Br Az SAA Berar Ace | 
SIPPII GRUP AZRA I 26] 


ityuktva sprstasikharah karagrena yayau kapih | 
kificiddüram gatasyasya chayam chayagraho'grahit i 3411 
simhika nama sa ghora jalamadhye sthita sada i 
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akaSagaminam chayamakramyakrsya bhaksayet ıı 3511 


34-35. Saying this, and in order to honour Mainak's request, Hanuman simply 
touched its peak with his fingers and proceeded ahead. 

He had gone but a little distance only when a ‘Chhaya Grahi’ caught hold of 
his shadow falling on the water. [The *Chhaya Grahi" is a creature who possesses a 
magical power that enables it to catch hold of a shadow of those flying overhead. The 
flier cannot move ahead, and is pulled down.]! (34). 

She was a very formidable and ferocious female demon by the name of 
"Singhika", who stayed in the water and caught hold of the shadow of all creatures 
flying in the sky above the ocean; then she pulled them down and devoured them (35). 


[Note— It could have been some sort of a ‘radar’ or some other powerful instrument 
that was installed by Ravana in the ocean to protect Lanka against intrusion by any 
flying object coming in from the mainland lying to the north of Lanka. We can say 
that this ‘radar’ was called “Singhika” as it was manned by a demoness of the same 
name. We will see a similar example a little later, when Hanuman faces another 
obstacle known as "Lankini". She was the chief female demon gate-keeper of the fort 
of Lanka, and hence got her name "Lankini" from the city of Lanka that she 
protected. 

So, it is quite probable that this demoness Singhika was actually a high- 
powered military device like a radar that was installed in the ocean by Ravana to help 
guard the frontiers of Lanka from as far afield as the middle of the ocean. 

Singhika constantly scanned the skies for flying objects, and prevented all 
spies and other intruders from entering Lanka. If the flying object was friendly, she 
would let it pass; if she suspected foul play, she simply held its shadow by some 
means and pulled it down. This phenomenon of ‘holding the shadow of a flying 
object’ could be a technically advanced instrument that could hold objects in the sky 
by interfering in their flying path by shooting some kind of strong electromagnetic 
rays, or by some other means of using magnetic field and electronic waves for 
interference. | 


ce AA aorif21ocreramar defar | 
alg A pa der2ttroi fAs II 3&1 
coud old PSLRA fazerell A qarrer | 

vd faftioral gogor zfec IRAIA II 311 
dq evel asrpren Rifser Rafy | 
uuri ziféret qui UGRANI II SCI 


taya grhito hanumam$cintayamasa viryavan | 
kenedam me krtam vegarodhanam vighnakarina ıı 3611 
dr$yate naiva ko'pyatra vismayo me prajayate | 

evam vicintya hanumanadho drstim prasarayat ii 3711 
tatra drstva mahakayam simhikam ghorarüpinim | 
papata salile türnam padbhyamevahanadrusa i 3811 
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36-38. On being caught by her, the brave and courageous Hanuman thought, 'What is 
this mysterious obstacle that is dragging me down during my flight, as it has put a 
break on my speed? (36). There is nothing visible here on the surface. This is a great 
mystery for me.' 

While wondering thus he looked downwards (37). When he saw Singhika, 
who had a most frightful countenance, ferocious manners, and a huge body, he 
immediately jumped in the water and killed her with his kicks (38). 


YASI SoAlol ofaremfararadr RÀ | 
ddl Sisal qpci MoPAgAH II 3S 
Soa ANH ongga | 
adit oof oor fperacaeiier Il voll 


uraoi?dafàrefeb ufsaarfarer add: | 
gàgni pet ago ferocamuatssraq Il v 9l 


punarutplutya hanuman daksinabhimukho yayau | 
tato daksinamasadya kulam nanaphaladrumam ıı 3911 
nanapaksimrgakirnam nanapuspalatavrtam | 

tato dadarsa nagaram trikütacalamürdhani i 401 
prakarairbahubhiryuktam parikhabhisca sarvatah | 
praveksyami katham lankamiti cintaparo'bhavat ii 4111 


39-41. After that, Hanuman leapt up and rapidly moved southwards to finally reach 
the southern shore of the ocean'. [To wit, Hanuman had finally reached Lanka and 
landed on its soil.] 

After setting foot on this alien land, he observed that it was a verdant green 
land. There were various types of fruit trees (39); the land was full of different types 
of birds and animals, and it was covered by numerous flowering creepers. 

From a vantage point, Hanuman observed the city of Lanka which was 
established atop a magnificent mountain called ‘Trikoot’ (i.e. a mountain with three 
wonderful summits) (40). 

It (Lanka) was surrounded on all the sides by many rings of walls and moats. 
Beholding this awe-inspiring sight, Hanuman started wondering about the plan he 
ought to adopt to find an entrance inside the city? (41). 


[Note—'The “south shore" of the ocean is so-named as it lay on the southern edge of 
the ocean. Lanka was a big island, not a small isle or islet. So from the perspective of 
the viewer who flew in from the northern direction across the ocean to land on the 
shores of Lanka, it was like "landing on the southern shore of the ocean". 

This being the case, from the perspective of the same flier who has already 
landed in Lanka, the shore of the ocean on the other side from where he started on his 
journey for Lanka would be the “northern shore of the ocean". By this same token, the 
shore which lied at the southern tip of the mainland, and from where the ocean 
stretched down, would be the “southern shore" for him when he wishes to name it 
after travelling down to it from up north across the mainland. 
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“Lanka was a very strong fort, well planned and well protected with many concentric 
rings of walls and ramparts that were encircled by moats. Hanuman began to plan 
how to penetrate this virtually impregnable citadel of the demon race. ] 


Ug ARA AJASE cel 2raururíeraret | 

ud fafcrocer add Reical AEH SON A: I| vll 
acar Asa auci? ylader emiaror | 

dq erga»? aisiqisRitdvenott i| ¥3it 


ratrau veksyami suksmo'ham lankam ravanapalitam | 
evam vicintya tatraiva sthitva lankam jagama sah ti 4211 
dhrtva suksmam vapurdvaram pravivesa pratapavan | 
tatra lankapuri saksadraksasivesadharini i 4311 


42-43. Then he finally decided that he shall enter the city, which was looked after 
(i.e. ruled; administered) by Ravana, the king of the demon race, during the night by 
assuming a very small body (so that he can quietly sneak in without being noticed and 
unnecessarily creating a fuss). 

So he waited there near the sea shore, and at nightfall he started for the city 
(42). At the time, when the valiant and strong Hanuman entered the city in a miniature 
form, the patron deity of the city of Lanka had personified itself in the form of a 
demoness (called Lankini), and stood at the entrance to guard it! (43). 


[Note—'AlIl the walls of the great fort of Lanka were impregnable; they were high, 
well guarded, and had no holes through which an entry could be managed. To enter 
Lanka therefore, there was only one entrance, and this entry point was guarded by a 
ferocious female demon named Lankini. She was believed to be the patron deity of 
Lanka; and hence very powerful and able. It was her duty to guard the city from 
intruders. Hanuman’s first encounter after landing was with her. ] 


Yfdgiod goodi £6cdI CEM SATS | 
Prrd MORA MANEN cso I v vil 
yids atzagrgi feb sraror wcifercesier | 
scyacar Wass urjorfiroraror AL I vell 


pravisantam hanümantam drstva lanka vyatarjayat | 
kastvam vanararupena mamanadrtya lankinim 1 441 
pravi$ya coravadratrau kim bhavan kartumicchati | 
ityuktva rosatamraksi padenabhijaghana tam ıı 4511 


44-45. When she saw Hanuman entering the city, she challenged him and asked, 
"Who are you in the form of a monkey who has the temerity to insult (or undermine) 
my authority, who am called the Lankini? (44). Why are you entering the city like a 
thief? What do you want to do here?' 


757 


Saying this, she made her eyes red with anger and indignation, and kicked him 
fiercely in contempt (45). 


SA Al Asta Keolldsrsord | 

ada ufcrar sail IDAGA ANA Il vll 
SUR YS M ASEH good ASIACTA | 
&ojgIol HCH AG AÀ (ial ASPI CAMO || vll 


hanumanapi tam vamamustinavajnayahanat | 

tadaiva patita bhümau raktamudvamati bhrsam 11 4611 
utthaya praha sa lanka hanümantam mahabalam | 
hanuman gaccha bhadram te jita lanka tvayanagha ii 4711 


46-47. Ignoring her questions, Hanuman punched her hard with his left hand, at 
which she spitted (vomited) a lot of blood and fell down on the ground, swooning and 
completely vexed (46). 

After sometime she recovered herself and got up. She said to him, 'Oh 
Hanuman! Go, you be blessed! Oh Anagh (one who is pure, sinless and faultless; one 
who is honourable and respectable), you have already won over the city of Lanka in a 
symbolic way! (47). 


[Note— You have defeated me, the one who is the patron deity of this place. This 
means that you have symbolically won Lanka, as I am supposed to protect it. My 
defeat is a symbolic defeat of Lanka; in the same vein, your victory over me is your 
symbolic victory of Lanka. So go in now, I bless you.] 


RE FSU Yep! ereid | 

JARA ceReft arai RRAS: II vell 
SASA AAR 2ftar srorpdgafer | 
ARETA yA arem Tafa ii vell 


puraham brahmana prokta hyastavimSatiparyaye | 
tretayuge dasarathi ramo narayano'vyayah ıı 4811 
janisyate yogamaya sita janakavesmani | 
bhubharaharanarthaya prarthito'yam maya kvacit i| 4911 


48-49. In an ancient time, Lord Brahma (the Creator) had told me that during the 
Treta Yug of the 28th four-Yuga cycle, the imperishable and eternal Lord Narayan 
shall manifest himself in the form of Lord Ram, as the son of king Dasrath (of 
Ayodhya). His Yogmaya (literally, the infinite cosmic energy and dynamism that 
drives everything in this creation, and which has its origin in the meditative and 
contemplative state of the Supreme Being who is also known as Brahm) shall 
manifest its self in the household of king Janak as Sita, his daughter. The Creator had 
told me all this because in some earlier time I had prayed to him to somehow devise a 
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mean to remove the burden of the earth (in the form of the horrors and torments 
unleashed on earth by the demons who were evil and cruel to the extreme)! (48-49). 


[Note—'It must be noted here that Ravana’s own defenses, which he thought were 
impregnable, were actually very fragile and infested by traitors and selfish elements 
who had no real loyalty to him, who were dissatisfied by his rule, and wished quietly 
for his downfall even though they may have not been vocal on this emotion for fear of 
death and torture. 

As we can clearly see in the case of Lankini, those who were supposed to 
guard and protect the city of Lanka and their ruler Ravana with their lives, and till the 
last breath in their bodies, were internally inclined towards his destruction. 

Notwithstanding the spiritual outlook of these individuals, and that they were 
concerned and offended by the singular evil nature of their king Ravana, such disloyal 
elements in his kingdom as represented by Lankini in the present case, proved to be 
his undoing; they were the ones who hammered the last nail in the coffin of Ravana’s 
destiny; they were the fatal chinks in his so-called invincible and impregnable armour, 
and the betrayals by such individuals on whom he had reposed full faith and trust led 
to the downfall of this otherwise invincible demon ruler. See also verse nos. 54-56 
below in this context. 

By-and-by we shall come across other instances when Ravana’s own kin went 
against him, and one outstanding example is his own brother Vibhishan who was 
instrumental in his death; and another example is that of Ravana’s wife Mandodari 
who had no compunctions in praising her husband’s enemy, Lord Ram, in lavish 
terms, while making it look as if her husband Ravana was an utter fool and arrogant 
creature because he did not agree to her entreaty to capitulate before Lord Ram. 

To be frank and to do justice to Ravana, which self-respecting king would 
agree to surrender before his enemy without an honourable fight, even though that 
king may principally be at fault as Ravana indeed was in this case as he was the one 
who had taken the first wrong step by kidnapping Lord Ram’s wife Sita, an act that 
can never be justified and can never be called right and honourable by any account 
whatsoever. | 


Bai WAAL si orféreerfcr ASIAAN | 

dq tial Aerie MASURI | Voll 
TARIA UAlferoal Yoflazer arfareerfcr | 
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sabharyo raghavo bhratra gamisyati mahavanam | 
tatra sitam mahamayam ravano'paharisyati i 5011 
pa$cadaramena sacivyam sugrivasya bhavisyati | 
sugrivo janakim drastum vanaran presayisyati 11 511 


50-51. [Brahma told me that—] Raghav (Lord Sri Ram), accompanied by his wife 
(Sita) and brother (Laxman), would go to the great forest. There, Ravana would 
abduct Sita who represents the Lord's great delusion creating powers known as 
*Maha-maya' (50). 
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After that, he (Lord Ram) will have Sugriv as his chief advisor and minister 
(sacivyam sugrivasya), and the latter would dispatch monkeys in search of Janki 
(Sita) (51). 


AADI Ao 21grareríareerfer ersfocraoet | 
ran a afia: Ash rai aforeerfer geo II 21] 
Agd cd ceferar srfaeerí3r acror | 

dd AURRIA aifqeerfcr or ARI: I1 9311 


tatraiko vanaro ratravagamisyati te'ntikam | 

tvaya ca bhartsitah so'pi tvam hanisyati mustina ii 5211 
tenahata tvam vyathita bhavisyasi yadanaghe | 
tadaiva ravanasyanto bhavisyati na sam$ayah ıı 531 


52-53. Out of them, one monkey will come to you during the night. When you would 
challenge and reproach him, he will punch you with his clenched fists (52). 

Oh Anagh'! At the time when you get injured when he hits you hard, making 
you stunned and perplexed, you can then be sure that Ravana's end is near at hand. 
There is no doubt about it' (53). 


[Note—'The word *Anagh" means one who is honourable and respectable; one who 
is sinless, faultless and immaculate. Use of this epithet for Lankini by Brahma was 
meant to imply that though she would serve the sinful Ravana and live amongst evil 
demons yet she would be internally pure and not touched by the vices that dominate 
the character of the demon race in general.] 


Raid can fora ergoor ford 21d casrora | 
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tasmat tvaya jita lanka jitam sarvam tvayanagha I 
ravanantahpuravare kridakananamuttamam ıı 5411 
tanmadhye'sokavanika divyapadapasankula | 

asti tasyam mahavrksah Simsapa nama madhyagah ıı 5511 
tatraste janaki ghoraraksasibhih suraksita | 

drstvaiva gaccha tvaritam raghavaya nivedaya ıı 5611 


54-56. [Lankini told Hanuman—] Hence, oh the sinless one (tvayanagha), since you 
have vanquished me who represents Lanka, you have deemed to vanquish all, both the 
city of Lanka as well as those who live in it! [To wit, if you can conquer me, the 
Lankini who is the personification of the patron goddess of Lanka with the mandate to 
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protect the city, you have literally won everything and everyone associated with 
Lanka. This is Brahma’s prophesy, and hence it is the truth.] 

So now, listen to me carefully. Within the precincts of the royal palace of 
Ravana, there is a beautiful and most excellent garden for the purpose of enjoyment, 
amusement and pleasure (54). In it is a grove of trees called ‘Ashok Van’ which has 
beautiful trees that are magnificent in all respects. In the centre of this superb garden 
there is large tree called ‘Shinshupa’ (*^mahavrksah SimSapa nama”; the Indian rose 
wood tree—Delbergia Sisu)! (55). Janki (Sita) stays there (i.e. sits there) under the 
constant vigil and care of ferocious demoness (who are deputed to guard her every 
moment of the day). 

So now go, have her Darshan (sacred sight), and inform Lord Ram about her 
as soon as possible? (56). 


[Note— According to Ram Charit Manas and other texts of Tulsidas, the tree under 
which Sita sat was called the Ashok tree, instead of the Shinshupa tree as said here. 


^What a betrayal, what a disloyalty and treason! Had it not been for the likes of 
Lankini, Vibhishan and Mandodari etc. in Ravana's camp, he would have been truly 
unconquerable. They openly betrayed him and sided with Lord Ram. Taking into 
account how certain individuals in Ravana's camp acted, if one were to take a neutral 
view, would their behaviour and attitude against their own king, and in favour of his 
enemy, not amount to disloyalty, betrayal and treason?] 


doulsdtee RRE 2raa231fentamettg;aurereitferott | 
dgppageascaigcal air yzical corte: ASI efó 1 Vl 


dhanyahamapyadya ciraya raghavasmrtirmamasidbhavapasamocint | 
tadbhaktasango'pyatidurlabho mama prasidatam dasarathih sada hrdi 11 571 


57. Today, after a long time, I have been able to remember Raghav (Lord Sri Ram) 
who can destroy all the fetters that shackle a living being to this gross, mundane world 
marked by delusions and artificiality, a world that traps the creature in an endless 
cycle of transmigration. 

I have also had the privilege of having contact and communion with the 
Lord’s devotee (here, referring to Hanuman), which is very rare. 

Hence, I can say with certainty that I feel very blessed; I am indeed lucky and 
most privileged. I pray that the son of Dasrath (i.e. Lord Ram), who always resides in 
my heart, be also pleased with me" (57). 


[Note—'Lankini has expressed her total allegiance to Lord Ram and loyalty to his 
interests. She has told Hanuman where Sita was, and then clearly hinted that she will 
not hinder his journey back home when she told him to go and inform Lord Ram 
about Sita as soon as he can—Trefer: verse nos. 55-56. 

The assurance of Lankini, that since Hanuman has overcome her he can take it 
for granted that he has symbolically subdued everyone in Lanka (verse no. 54), helped 
to build Hanuman's confidence. So when he finally entered the city he was doubly 
sure of success.] 


761 


seciigadscel UdolIrdolol ERRAR GAMI | 


PROPR UÍA sors cig WeRa SAFA ORR Il Vil 


ullanghite'bdhau pavanatmajena dharasutayasca dasananasya | 
pusphora vamaksi bhujasca tivram ramasya daksangamatindriyasya i! 581 


58. As soon as the son of the wind-god (Hanuman) had crossed the ocean, omens 
began to occur—the left arms of the daughter of the earth (i.e. Sita)' and Ravana, the 
10-headed one (i.e. the demon king of Lanka), began to flutter violently, while the 
same sort of fluttering occurred in the right arm of Lord Sri Ram? (58). 


[Note—'Sita has been called the “daughter of the earth” (dharasuta) because, as per 
legend, she was found in a pitcher while king Janak was ploughing the land to clear it 
for the purpose of doing some fire sacrifice. See Baal Kand, Canto 6, verse nos. 59-60 
of Adhyatma Ramayan. 


?The palpitation, fluttering or quivering of muscles on the left side of the body of a 
female is considered an auspicious omen; it's a good sign for her. But in the case of 
males, just the opposite is true—1.e. if the muscles of the left side of his body flutter it 
is regarded as an evil omen that does not portend good for him, but if the muscles of 
the right side flutter then it is a good omen for him. 

Hence, the omen for Sita and Lord Ram was good as their left and right sides 
fluttered. But for Ravana the omen was bad as his left side fluttered.] 


sfr AGERIA SATASALAAIG 31092003 
YLA: Bol: | 211 


iti Srimadadhyatmaramayane umamahesvarasamvade sundarakande 
prathamah sargah i 111 


Thus ends Canto | of Sundar Kand of Adhyatma Ramayan that narrates the 
conversation between Lord Shiva and his divine consort Uma. 


7.2.2: Adhyatma Ramayan, Sundar Kand, Canto 2: 


Hanuman goes to the Ashok garden where Sita was held captive; Ravana 
threatens Sita:- 


Il Rdr: af: Il 
eftararód zara | 


Ad SOMA Solslol CSCI RAAN | 
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UG agaaga aga ua: USL I LII 
farduri yfader ouere] | 

ag udyooy fafacer goo, Df: I 211 
oITU9zTouIIoIcDE TAA cidit crgorferenferer | 
SPIA gga, Sga Aai gras ii 31! 


u dvitiyah sargah ıı 
Srimahadeva uvāca | 


tato jagama hanuman lankam paramasobhanam | 
ratrau suksmatanurbhutva babhrama paritah purim i 111 
sitanvesanakaryarthi pravivesa nrpalayam | 

tatra sarvapradesesu vivicya hanuman kapih i 211 
napasyajjanakim smrtva tato lankabhibhasitam | 
jagama hanuman sighramasokavanikam subham ıı 311 


1-3. Lord Shiva said—'Oh Parvati! After that, Hanuman assumed a very miniature 
form, and entered the most majestic and magnificent city of Lanka during the night. 
He spent the night roaming around (in order to get an idea of the layout of the city as 
well as to reconnoiter) (1). 

To find out about Sita, he entered the chief palace of Ravana. After a futile 
search, when he could not find Sita anywhere, he remembered the words of Lankini 
(see Canto 1, verse no. 55), and immediately went to the ‘Ashok Van’, a most 
charming and auspicious royal garden! within the precincts of Ravana's palace (2-3). 


[Note—'Ashok Van is described as being auspicious because Sita was sitting in it.] 


WRUIGUAFAEL SoRAD | 
olTorrufàrgrorcbiuii zaviuromcoifaramr I vil 
wcizroigjerrirejuroü: ufsarf3cret | 
fafdoda stort ag yiqi ASRA: I vll 
Sajf Aq AIAG HATA | 

Eve! fdzareTarmooit aifürscisaroramfoaast II SII 


surapadapasambadham ratnasopanavapikam | 
nanapaksimrgakirnam svarnaprasadasobhitam ıı 411 
phalairanamrasakhagrapadapaih parivaritam | 
vicinvan janakim tatra prativrksam marutsutah ıı 511 
dadarsabhramliham tatra caityaprasadamuttamam | 
drstva vismayamapanno manistambhasatanvitam 11 611 


4-6. That magnificent ‘forest’ ("van"; a grove or garden) was full of (i.e. richly 
endowed with) wonderful evergreen trees like the ‘Kalpa Tree”. The steps leading to 
its ponds were studded with priceless gems; numerous varieties of birds and animals 
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were roaming in it with merriment; while its golden pavilions and cottages had such 
magnificent beauty that they had no parallel (4). 

That fantastically charming grove or garden was surrounded by trees which 
were so heavily laden with fruits that their branches were bent under their weight. 

Hanuman, the son of the wind god, searched for Sita under each tree (5), and 
finally saw a beautiful shrine-like structure. It was so high (i.e. its steeple was so high) 
that it touched the clouds, and even seemed to touch the sky itself! 

Hanuman was in thrall of this wonderful sight; he was amazed and began to 
ponder—in wonderment at the sight of that magnificent building just described, and 
which had hundreds of pillars studded with gems—if there was something special to it 
as it attracted his attention’ (6). 


[Note—'The ‘Kalpa Tree’ is an evergreen tree of heaven. In poetry and classical 
compositions, whenever an idea of a tree that is exceptionally magnificent and grand 
is to be conveyed, it is compared to the Kalpa Tree. 


“Verse nos. 4-6 descibe the beauty of the ‘Ashok Van’ in brief. It was the royal garden 
of Ravana, the king of Lanka, and thus was well tended and protected; it was used for 
his personal pleasure and entertainment.] 


aadica yorical frags a enfer: | 

goo NAARASTA II VII 
areecrauamébtt sautauifdesorsar | 

aoga 2reraflarest ferar orororfógoflat II cli 
ooo softer di2t aada AAA | 

uxdvft wont clon arferoresasernif3vfiar I eil 


samatitya punargatva kificiddüram sa marutih | 
dadarsa Simsapavrksamatyantanibidacchadam ıı 711 
adrstatapamakirnam svarnavarnavihangamam | 
tanmüle raksasimadhye sthitam janakanandinim ıı 811 
dadarsa hanuman viro devatamiva bhütale | 
ekavenim kr$am dinam malinambaradharinim ıı 911 


7-9 When he moved a little ahead inside it, he saw a Shinshupa (Indian red wood) 
tree with a thick cover of foliage (7). 

The sun's light never penetrated this thick cover of leaves, and so it never 
reached the ground; the tree was full of birds that looked like being moulded from 
gold. At the bottom of this wonderous tree, there was the daughter of Janak (Sita), 
sitting there, surrounded by demonesses (8). 

The brave and courageous Hanuman saw that even while sitting on the ground 
in a despondent and forlorn mood, Sita resembled none but a goddess. Her hairs had 
stuck together in a thick plait; she was very emaciated, weak and miserable; and she 
wore clothes that had become dirty and worn-out (9). 
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[Note—According to Adhyatma Ramayan of Veda Vyas, Hanuman had not met 
Vibhishan prior to his meeting with Sita, as is the case narrated in Ram Charit Manas 
of Goswami Tulsidas, and about which we have already read in section 7.1. 

Here, it was not Vibhishan who guided Hanuman to where Sita was to be 
found, but it was Lankini—refer: Adhyatma Ramayan, Sundar Kand, Canto 1, verse 
nos. 54-56. 

This one instance proves why we have decided to read this classical “Story of 
Ravana and the Epic War of Lanka” from different ancient classical texts, as there are 
many variations in the details of the way the main Story has been described by ancient 
authors, and by citing different texts and reading the relevant topics at one place we 
do certainly gain a better and more comprehensive understanding of the Story as a 
whole, as told from different angles and with different perspectives. | 


gail orerrori aod areraatfer aoa | 

QAR orrférercesoditauareraelr Ise Il loll 
MRAlodcsGaeadeel soot DAPR: | 
palelisé Halelisé exa orokpotfocollet II 3 Lll 
Ald Allee PRÍ WA RACHO: | 

dd: fepcifepciigtect aod: RIE è: I gell 


bhumau $ayanam Socantim ramarameti bhasinim | 
trataram nadhigacchantimupavasakrsam subham ıı 1011 
Sakhantacchadamadhyastho dadarsa kapikufjarah | 
krtartho'ham krtartho'ham drstva janakanandinim i 111 
mayaiva sadhitam karyam ramasya paramatmanah | 
tatah kilakilaSabdo babhüvantahpuradbahih i1 121 


10-12. Sita was lying on the ground in this miserable condition; she was most 
distressed, anguished, worried and remorseful; she constantly repeated the name of 
her beloved Lord, muttering silently *Ram, Ram". She was very despondent and 
utterly hopeless, as she did not see any chance of help, succour and redemption from 
her torments coming her way. She had become very emaciated and weak due to 
fasting (as she had willingly abstained from taking food) (10). 

Meanwhile, Hanuman, who was the best amongst his race of Kapis (or 
monkeys; *kapikufijarah"), hid himself in the leaves on the branches of the tree, and 
quietly observed her. He said to himself that he was most fortunate, lucky and 
privileged to have had the opportunity to see the divine form of goddess Janak- 
Nandani (Sita) today (11). 

He felt blessed and thought to himself thus: 'I am so fortunate and the chosen 
one (or the lucky one) that the work of Lord Sri Ram, who is the Parmatma (the 
supreme Soul, the Lord God) himself personified, has been entrusted to me, and I 
have been able to do it successfully'. 

Just about this time, a loud sound of boisterous women, chuckling and 
giggling in abundant merriment, came from inside the royal palace (of Ravana) (12). 
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feodiatefer Acco asragy ater: | 
Rod Advi Ag Ifistel: RARA II 9 31] 
Ra fdorferarot oflemororaenusimr | 
ECAI ARRIA: UqRavstdcilec II 2 vil 


kimetaditi samllino vrksapatresu marutih | 

ayantam ravanam tatra strijanaih parivaritam i 131 
dasasyam vim$atibhujam nilafijanacayopamam | 
drstva vismayamapannah patrakhandesvaliyata i1 1411 


13-14. Maruti (“maruti”; Hanuman)! wondered what that sound meant, and saw 
through the thick foliage that Ravana was coming there, accompanied by many 
women (13). 

Seeing Ravana’s 10 heads (daSasyam), 20 arms (vimSatibhujam), and an 
enormously huge black body which was like a gigantic mountain of ‘Kajjal’ 
(*nilafjanacayopamam"; literally, ‘black as soot’; thick soot that is mixed with oil 
and applied to the eyelids as an ointment), Hanuman was extremely amazed. He was 
astonished and full of wonder at Ravana’s awe-inspiring and most unconventional 
form that was colossal in size and fearsome in appearance’. So he immediately 
retracted himself, and took care to properly conceal himself among the leaves (14). 


[Note—'Hanuman is called ‘Maruti’ because he is the son of the wind god, the 
“Marut”. 


“Hanuman had never before seen such a creature—colossus, ugly, horrifying, an ogre- 
like fiend who was repulsive by all accounts. So the first sight of Ravana not only 
filled him with awe and amazement, but it also created a sort of fearful wonder in his 
heart—as it was this fiendish creature, by-the-bye, with whom he would have to deal 
by-and-by. This was, by and large, not too welcome a proposition! | 


AAU WAAVI Hi À Cet AAA | 

starta omenfer Bat: feb PRI ardet Ii 1] 
seid faodaeifoorei AAAA ASI Efe | 
af3sror GASI 2rauit Berner: | 921 
quot Ws! AloGte: PÍUS Alon: | 
PRVU: Asal qarojzertsoraoerfc I 2 vill 


ravano raghavenasu maranam me katham bhavet | 
sitarthamapi nayati ramah kim karanam bhavet ıı 1511 
ityevam cintayannityam ramameva sada hrdi | 

tasmin dine'pararatrau ravano raksasadhipah 11 161 
svapne ramena sandistah kaScidagatya vanarah | 
kamarüpadharah süksmo vrksagrastho'nupasyati n 1711 
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15-17. Ravana was constantly wondering, internally, in his heart, as to when he 
would die at the hands of Raghav (Lord Sri Ram), and wondered why he (Lord Ram) 
has not yet come even for the sake of Sita!! (15). 

In this manner, since he was constantly thinking of Lord Sri Ram in his heart, 
the king of demons, Ravana, had a dream late that night—that some monkey, who 
could assume any form that he wished, had brought a message from Lord Ram, and 
having assumed a miniature form, he was sitting on the branch of a tree and observing 
all the things that were going on around him (16-17). 


[Note—'Ravana had all along known, or had guessed rather very accurately, that Lord 
Sri Ram and Sita were no ordinary humans. His inner voice, the true voice of his 
consciousness, the voice of his ‘Atma’, kept telling him that his only chance of ever 
finding liberation from the evil body of a demon, and of finding deliverance, 
emancipation and salvation for himself, was now at hand; for if he missed this chance 
he would lose the golden opportunity forever—refer: Adhyatma Ramayan, Aranya 
Kand, Canto 5, verse nos. 58-61. 

This was the primary driving force that motivated Ravana to bring Sita, who 
was a personified form of the Mother Goddess, to Lanka, to ensure that Lord Ram, 
who himself was a personified form of the Supreme Being, would be constrained to 
come and kill him to free Sita. This ‘killing’ would free the soul, the ‘spirit’, of 
Ravana that was unfortunately trapped in the gross and evil body of a demon. 

Ravana, privately and in the deep recesses of his heart, prayed earnestly and 
actually yearned for this liberation—because of late he was feeling that his soul was 
trapped and extremely tormented; he felt internally suffocated by the stranglehold that 
the sins and misdeeds that he had committed over the course of his eventful life had 
cast on his soul. His Atma, his ‘true self, was virtually ensnared and tied in fetters 
from which it seems difficult for it to break free. This shackle could be broken and his 
Atma could be liberated only if Ravana's evil body could be ruptured so as to create a 
means that would allow his soul to escape from its prison. 

But this meant, in practical terms, that his gross body had to be ‘punctured’ 
somehow by arrows shot by Lord Ram, as the Lord was the only one who was 
empowered to achieve this singularly difficult feat because Ravana had acquired so 
many powerful boons that had shielded his body to such an extent that a powerful 
force strong enough to rupture this virtually impregnable shield would alone be able 
to create a ‘split’ through which his Atma could escape to freedom, almost like ‘air 
escaping from a punctured tyre or a punctured balloon'. 

That is why, as we see here, Ravana was so eager to face Lord Sri Ram as 
soon as possible, to precipitate a stand-off with him in connection with his stealing 
Sita and refusing to give her back to the Lord, which was sure to lead a confrontation 
and his killing at the hands of the Lord. 

So we observe that this verse, as many others, clearly show that Ravana had 
kidnapped Sita not with the intention to satisfy his lust or passion, or that he had any 
amorous designs on her, but because he saw in this plan a medium, an excuse, by 
which he would be able to get rid of his evil body and free himself from the fetters 
that tied his soul to it. 

In this context, the reader can also refer to Adhyatma Ramayan's (i) Aranya 
Kand, Canto 5, verse nos. 58-61; Canto 6, verse 30-35; Canto 7, verse 65; (ii) Lanka 
Kand, Canto 7, verse nos. 44-47; Canto 10, verse 55-61 and (iii) Uttar Kand, Canto 3, 
verse nos. 31-42. 
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To wit, though universally condemned and decried as a devilish creature, a 
‘demon’, Ravana’s ‘true self'—which was his Atma, his pure consciousness, his 
soul—was actually very pure and holy. Ravana, in reality, was an unfortunate creature 
whose soul became trapped inside an evil body. 

So, it was Ravana’s gross physical body that was ‘devilish or demonic’, but 
not his ‘true self’. Unfortunately, since the world recognizes an individual only by his 
physical body rather than by his ‘real self’ in the form of his Atma, which is pure, 
holy and untainted *consciousness'—simply because the physical body of a creature 
is visible, whilst his ‘true self’, that is pure consciousness and known as the Atma, is 
invisible—Ravana was always derided and treated with contempt by one and all as a 
vile and sinful being. | 


shel EtedL Gad Aol zdresrosIdrofferocet A: | 
3quor: MGA: BMS dq DAIS Il lll 
sadi araeisfágear g: Radi IRIA | 
cplfàr Evel Weel forded TOR: Ii 991i 


iti drstvadbhutam svapnam svatmanyevanucintya sah | 
svapnah kadacitsatyah syadevam tatra karomyaham ıı 1811 
janakim vakSarairviddhva duhkhitam nitaramaham | 
karomi drstva ramaya nivedayatu vanarah 1 1911 


18-19. When he (Ravana) saw this strange and mysterious dream, he thought to 
himself, 'May be this dream is true. So, if that is the case, I must do one thing (18). I 
must reproach and verbally torment Sita in harsh words so that she becomes 
extremely distressed, agitated and miserable. As a result, that monkey (who must be 
hiding somewhere nearby, as per the dream, in the tree) would hear all that, and he 
would go back and tell Lord Sri Ram all about it" (19). 


[Note— These verses explain, in certain terms, why Ravana became so threatening 
towards Sita. He wished to bring this episode to an end as quickly as possible. He 
thought that when the messenger of Lord Ram would see him bullying Sita fiercely, 
he is sure to go and report it to the Lord, most probably by adding something on his 
own to make the report more dramatic, and this would force Lord Ram to hurry to her 
rescue, which in turn would mean that his own soul would be freed at the earliest, as 
definitely Lord Ram's coming to Lanka would lead to a war, and in this war the Lord 
would kill him. 

So we see that Ravana's aggressive attitude towards Sita was only for show; 
his angry behaviour towards her was meant for Hanuman's eyes and ears only, for 
when the latter observes this and makes his report to Lord Ram upon his return, it 
would fit in perfectly with Ravana's plan for seeking liberation and deliverance of his 
soul by being killed by Lord Ram! 

To wit, the harsh words that he used to threaten Sita with were not actually 
what he meant to do, nor were they intended to torment her in any way, but they were 
part of his well thought out strategy for the redemption of his own tormented soul.] 
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sed foaroan | 

oyun fepfsauiton year forforaergoror II 2oll 
zta atar cíleramom zarada AARIA | 
arearcereporeror f3erar AAAI II 221 


ityevam cintayan sitasamipamagamaddrutam | 
nüpuranam kinkininam $rutva sifjitamangana ıı 2011 
sita bhita liyamana svatmanyeva sumadhyama | 
adhomukhyasrunayana sthita ramarpitantara i 211 


20-21. Deciding thus, he immediately hastened to where Sita was. Hearing the sound 
of the anklets and bracelets (worn by Ravana's women), the auspicious Sita (20) 
became scared. She shrunk herself as much as she physically and practically could, 
and with legs drawn in, she sat there with a lowered face (and her sight fixed on the 
ground before her). Her eyes were filled with tears even as she focused her heart on 
the thoughts of Lord Sri Ram (21). 


AGUS Aol Aane JARA | 

al escal fe aden 213] zarrada face i 2211 
AÀ Cora fè Heel fcrofcr Alors: | 
wolageud dfereaorfaeola coud Il 2311 
ARI q Asal cileor: Yada Setar | 

al ugefod Qercoror dT8I4IIUIT: AAAA: I| ey 


ravano'pi tada sitamalokyaha sumadhyame | 

mam drstva kim vrtha subhru svatmanyeva villyase ii 2211 
ramo vanacaranam hi madhye tisthati sanujah | 
kadaciddrsyate kai$citkadacinnaiva drsyate 11 2311 

maya tu bahudha lokah presitastasya darsane | 

na pasyanti prayatnena viksamanah samantatah ıı 241 


22-24. Seeing Sita, Ravana said, 'Oh the one with an attractive waist (sumadhyame) 
and beautiful eye brows (Subhru)'! Why do you unnecessarily shrivel (shrink, shirk) 
so much on seeing me? (22). 

Lord Ram stays with his brother among the forest dwellers. He is visible to 
some and invisible to others’. (23)* 

I had sent so many messengers to see where he is (and bring information about 
him) but inspite of looking around carefully everywhere, they could not see (find) 
him’. (24) 


[Note—'Sita was already in a very miserable and emaciated condition. See verse nos. 
8-10. So, by no means can she appear attractive and handsome as this verse implies. 
Hence, these lascivious words used by Ravana to describe her in verse no. 22 are just 
to tease her. 
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*Further, verse nos. 23-28 which we shall read now have a double meaning. On the 
face of it, Ravana appears to criticize, deride, pour scorn at and ridicule Lord Ram so 
as to tease and mentally torment Sita further, but read in the context of verse nos. 15- 
19 herein above, all these verses assume a completely different connotation. 

So we shall read these verses, nos. 23-28, from two perspectives: one would 
be a literal meaning, a more mundane interpretation of what Ravana wishes to tell 
Sita, and the other would be an interpretation of his words from a spiritual angle to 
convey what he actually meant, and what his real intent was. 


“Verse no. 23 = “Lord Ram lives among hermits, sages and ascetics. Some can see 
him in his true, supreme form as the cosmic Consciousness known as the Parmatma 
while meditating upon him, while others can't see this sublime form, and are therefore 
contented by seeing the Lord’s physical form known as ‘Ram’, the prince of Ayodhya 
and the husband of Sita.” 


*Verse no. 24 = “I had tried to fix or divert my sense organs as well as my mind, 
intellect and heart towards him whom I know to be the Parmatma, the Supreme Being, 
but was never even once successful. I couldn't fix myself on his true form; I could not 
meditate and concentrate my mind and intellect on the Lord. So unfortunately, I could 
not attain enlightenment, emancipation and salvation.” ] 


feb PRRIRI AA AT ASI caer | 

cael Horerigordisht smfiuseitsfu AASI I 2911 
EGAUSIA Of d FASICARI WHA SI | 
carbdlol 2rdailerisr eagurrorfu AMAA: II Ell 


kim karisyasi ramena nihsprhena sada tvayi | 

tvaya sadalingito'pi samipastho'pi sarvada ıı 2511 
hrdaye'sya na ca snehastvayi ramasya jayate | 

tvatkrtan sarvabhogamsca tvadgunanapi raghavah ıı 2611 


25-26. What have you got to do with Sri Ram now? He always remains indifferent 
and apathetic towards you, inspite of the fact that he always lived with you, and was 
embraced by you. (25) 

So it is obvious that he cannot (or does not) have affection for you because he 
hasn't bothered about you till now, and seems to have forgotten you completely, 
though he had had a lot of comfort when he was in your company, and surely he must 
have enjoyed it, especially when you are endowed with so many excellent qualities 
(that should have been enough for a man to go mad once he lost a wife like you). (26) 


[Note—As we have observed in the note of verse nos. 23-24 herein above, Ravana’s 
words can be interpreted in two ways. One is the ordinary literal way, and the other is 
from a spiritual perspective. 

The first interpretation of verse nos. 25-26 is that Ravana tries to convince Sita 
that Lord Ram, for whom she longs so much and to whom she is so devoted, seems 
not to reciprocate a similar emotion for her, because so many days have passed and he 
seems indifferent for her loss. Lord Ram remains hidden somewhere out of fear from 
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her abductors, lest they should find him and get rid of him; so he has not ventured out 
to make efforts to find her. Therefore, why is she wasting her time on her husband 
who is not bothered about her in the least? It makes no sense. 

To wit, in this way, Ravana was trying to distract Sita’s attention and sway her 
away from Lord Ram. 

The other interpretation of Ravana’s words has a metaphysical import. He 
wonders that though the ‘Maha-Maya’, i.e. the great cosmic powers of the Lord that 
magically creates delusions, and which is represented by Sita, always stays in close 
proximity of the Supreme Being known as ‘Brahm’, how has it now become possible 
that they are separated? No, it’s not possible, and the true reason is something else. 
What then is it? True meaning of this separation of Lord Ram and Sita is that though 
the Supreme Being represented by Lord Ram had lived in close proximity with Maya 
or delusions of worldly relations and attachments represented by Sita, his wife, yet he 
remained immune to all gross worldly influences, attachments to material comforts, 
and attractions of the sense objects in this world. The Lord remained detached and 
dispassionate even though he seemed to show great affection to his wife; he is a true 
ascetic who has renounced everything related to this mundane world. But as he is the 
supreme Lord of the world, he is surely aware of his responsibilities, which means 
that sooner or later he will come to free Sita who is his great devotee, as she 
constantly remembers the Lord inspite of the greatest difficulties she faces and the 
greatest adversities she finds herself in.] 


spollolsit of Solf PAEA forejuitsert: | 
canotta arr Med c:xrona2mirgpcr Il VII 
sorla orif arfepalor: el quia | 
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bhufijano'pi na janati krtaghno nirguno'dhamah | 
tvamanita maya sadhvi duhkhasokasamakula ıı 2711 
idanimapi nayati bhaktihinah katham vrajet I 

nihsattvo nirmamo mani müdhah panditamanavan ıı 2811 


27-28. Though he (Lord Ram) had enjoyed everything, he is so thankless and 
ungrateful (krtaghno), so dumb and lacking in good manners (nirguno), as well as so 
lowly and mean ('dhamah) that he never bothers to remember them and those who 
were instrumental in providing him those pleasures and enjoyments. 

Look, I have kidnapped you (tvamanita maya), you are his chaste, loyal and 
honourable wife (Sadhvi), and there is no doubt that you feel greatly tormented and 
feel confounded by sorrows, distresses and troubles (duhkhaSokasamakula)! (27). 

Inspite of all this, he has still not come to provide you any relief from your 
miseries, and he has not made any effort yet to take you back (idanimapi nayati). 
How can he come when he has no affection for you, when he is not devoted to you 
(bhaktihinah katham vrajet)? 

He is absolutely inept and incapable of doing anything (nihsattvo); he is 
devoid of all compassion for he seems to be heartless, cruel and merciless (nirmamo). 
He surely seems to be very proud, arrogant and haughty (mant). And though truly he 
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is an utterly foolish person and a dud-head (mUdhah), yet he thinks himself to be 
very sagacious, wise and intelligent (panditamanavan)?'^ (28) 


[Note—'The other way this verse can be interpreted from metaphysical angle is this: 
“The supreme Lord does not regard himself as the one who does anything, or involves 
himself in enjoying anything. Similarly, he is the destroyer of deeds done together 
with their fruits, is without any of the three qualities of Sata, Raja and Tama, and is 
most humble inspite of being the Supreme Being and only Lord of the world.” 


The other way this verse too can be interpreted is this: “He, Lord Ram, is not 
attached to or infatuated with Maya (delusions of having enduring relations in a world 
that is known to be mortal and transient; delusions that lead to worldly attachments, 
infatuations and involvements) which you (Sita) represent as a personified form of 
*Maha-Maya', the ‘great delusion’. The proof of this is that he has paid no attention to 
‘you’. To wit, since Lord Ram is a true renunciate, since he is an enlightened and self- 
realised Being, he is not at all attached to the material world for he knows that this 
world is mortal and transient, and therefore he is not concerned about the many 
artificial relationships that exist in this world. 

He has not here to me, he has not come to Lanka as he believes that I am 
attracted to Maya (worldly delusions and attachments to sensual things of this world 
of sense objects) that is represented by you (Sita). Truly, Lord Ram has neglected me 
too because of you, and I could not be entirely devoted to him nor could I worship 
him with all my heart because I am attracted to you, because I worship and adore you, 
and you are Maya personified! These two opposite situations—one of being attracted 
to Maya, and the other being devoted to the Supreme Being—do not tally with each 
other. That is why Lord Ram cannot enter my heart till the time you, the Maya, has 
sway over it. 

He, being a personified form of Brahm, the Supreme Being, is without any 
attributes and worldly emotions, and he remains neutral towards all worldly things. 
But since he is neutral and dispassionate, since he shows no emotions and 
involvement in worldly affairs, he appears to be arrogant and proud to those who are 
fools and have no deep knowledge of who Lord Ram actually is, nor have they any 
knowledge of the eclectic principles of metaphysics and theology as enunciated in the 
Upanishads which would enlighten them about the reality of Lord Ram. Hence, to 
such dumb persons Lord Ram too appears to be dumb, but in actual fact, the Lord is 
most sagacious, erudite, wise, intelligent and enlightened.” 

Verse nos. 23-28 are fine examples of statements in ancient scriptures that 
have a dual meaning—they appear to say one thing but mean another thing that is 
altogether different from it; they have a meaning that is quite the opposite of the 
literal meaning of the words used. 

In the present context, what Ravana says in these verses puts him in a very bad 
spotlight; he seems to be an evil and lascivious creature who is teasing Sita by trying 
his best to denounce and demean Lord Ram in front of her, trying to convince her that 
the Lord is unfaithful to her, that he is an incompetent husband who has no love or 
compassion for her, and that he neither has manliness nor the wish to come and free 
her. It appears to be a clear attempt on his part to sway Sita’s loyalties away from 
Lord Ram, and at the same time to test her mettle, her internal strength, her character, 
and her loyalty towards the Lord. This view will be all the more evident when we read 
the next verse nos. 29-30 herein below. 
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But a deeper insight into the hidden meaning of what Ravana says, and a 
better understanding of him, would elevate him to a high pedestal of a person who is 
philosophically inclined and well versed in the knowledge of metaphysics as 
enunciated in the Upanishads. We must remember in the first instance that he had 
brought Sita with a clear mind that he wished to attain liberation and deliverance by 
getting killed at the hands of Lord Ram, and that he had regarded her as his mother. 
This fact is clearly mentioned in Adhyatma Ramayan, Aranya Kand, Canto 5, verse 
nos. 58-61, and Canto 7, verse no. 65 respectively. 

Indeed, if one understands, in the right context, about what Ravana wishes to 
convey, one would realize that he was an intellectually enlightened being who had a 
high level of spiritual understanding—for he knew that Lord Ram is not a human 
being and neither is Sita his worldly wife, but they are the personified forms of great 
cosmic powers that are described in the Upanishads dedicated to them—viz. the Ram 
Tapini Upanishad, Ram Rahasya Upanishad, and Sita Upanishad. Incidentally, and 
just to mention in the passing, a detailed English rendering of these Upanishads, with 
explanations, have been done by the author of this present Book.] 
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naradhamam tvadvimukham kim karisyasi bhamini | 
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29-30. Oh noble woman (bhamini)! What have you got to do with that lowly man 
(naradhamam) who is indifferent to you? Look! I, who, is the best among the 
demons, have great affection for you. So you must accept me (29). 

If you remain under me, you shall rule over the women of the Gods, the 
Gandharvas (celestial musicians), Naags (subterranean creatures; literally, legendary 
serpents), Yakshas (mythological demi-Gods), and Kinnars (celestials dancers and 
singers in heaven). 

[To wit, if you accept to be one of my women, to become my companion, I 
can assure you that you shall have a special status. Don't you know that the greatest 
powers in creation, even the so-called mighty Gods who live in the heaven, and their 
junior brethrens such as the many Gandharvas, Naagas, Yakshas and Kinnars—all of 
them pay their homage to me, all of them are under my influence. So therefore, by 
accepting me and getting the honour of being called my woman, my companion, you 
will be entitled to great and unparalleled privileges which you can never expect to 
have by being Sri Ram's partner. Make your choice; decide which is best for you.]" 
(30). 


[Note—'We see here that Ravana is trying to seduce Sita and tempt her to abandon 
Lord Ram, and join him as his partner instead. But as we have noted earlier, this was a 
method employed by Ravana to test Sita's character and loyalty. It was an outwardly 
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show though, for internally he had great respect for her, and he saw in her a means of 
deliverance from his evil and sinful existence as a demon, for he knew that sooner or 
later Lord Ram is sure to come to free her, and that would definitely lead to a war as 
he would refuse to give her back, and in that war it was sure that Lord Ram would kill 
him. This in turn would ensure his liberation and deliverance. Refer: Adhyatma 
Ramayan, Aranya Kand, Canto 5, verse nos. 58-61; and Canto 7, verse no. 65.] 
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ravanasya vacah $rutva sita'marsasamanvita | 
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31-32. Hearing these most reprehensible, outrageously contemptuous and sarcastic 
words of Ravana that insulted Lord Ram, Sita felt very indignant, vexed, angry and 
appalled. She bent her head in disgust and great dismay, and keeping a blade of grass 
in between her and Ravana, she said indignantly (31), 

'Oh you wretch; you are indeed a vile and lowly fellow (tvaya dhrtam) who 
has no shame worth the while! There is no doubt in it that you became a mendicant (at 
the time of abducting me) because you were extremely frightened of Raghav (Lord 
Sr Ram) and dared not come in his presence, and when he and his brother were 
absent from the hermitage, you took me away stealthily like a dog would steal the 
offering made to a fire sacrifice when it finds the place unattended! (32). 


[Note—'A hungry dog greedily eyes the food and other offerings that are placed near 
the fire lit for a religious sacrifice. The dog hides somewhere, looking at the offerings 
greedily, and as soon as it finds that the priest and other attendants are absent, it 
quietly sneaks in, extremely nervous, crouching, tail drawn in between its hind legs 
which are bent at the knees, neck bending down so that the mouth almost grazes the 
ground, and so terrified at the prospect of being discovered and caught, which would 
mean certain trashing, that it quickly grabs whatever it can manage to do and 
scampers out in the greatest of haste. 

Sita says that the way Ravana had abducted her was very similar to it. He did 
not dare to come near the hermitage of Lord Ram while he and his brother Laxman 
were there, but as soon as he saw that they had gone out to pursue the deer, which was 
actually a demon named Marich in this form, and whom Ravana himself had planted 
to lure the two brothers away from the hermitage, he disguised himself as a mendicant 
to come and kidnap Sita. Once he managed to get hold of her, he scampered away 
nervously like a terrified dog, for he was frightened that if Lord Ram and Laxman 
came back to the hermitage before he managed to escape from there, then all hell 
would break lose for him, and it was sure that he would be slayed instantly. 

Sita sternly rebukes Ravana; her comparing him to a dog and reminding him 
of the way he abducted her disguised as a mendicant for he was too frightened to 
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reveal his true identity before her, was in answer to Ravana calling Lord Ram a virtual 
coward and an incompetent man. 

Said she: “Oh you rascal and a coward! If you are as brave, courageous and 
powerful as you claim to be so much so that you have subdued even the mighty gods 
of heaven and other powerful forces in creation, say then why did you not boldly 
come and ask my beloved Lord Ram and his younger brother Laxman that you wish 
to give them a fight because you wish to bring me to Lanka and keep me here? Well, 
you could then have defeated them in battle and proudly bring me as a trophy of 
victory, and then surely you had the right to claim that I am your slave or property. 
But you acted like that wretched dog which steals the offerings of a fire sacrifice 
surreptitiously, and then flees, as fast as it can, for its life with a morsel that it can 
grab in its mouth lest it would be caught in the act and thrashed fiercely, and even be 
killed. Is this your manliness; is this your valour and courage? Shame to you a million 
times! Forsooth, you have proved to me that you aren’t worthy of even looking at, and 
truly you are a ‘diabolical demon’ by all counts.” 

In this context, this author recollects what Athos, one of the three musketeer 
friends whose real name was Count de la Fere, had said to Lady de Winter, whose 
true name was Anne de Breuil, a fiendish, devilish, selfish woman lacking any of the 
softness characteristic of women, whose eyes could “dart lightening” and who could 
“growl like a savage beast", and with her “hairs disheveled she was like the very 
appalling image of Terror", a criminal who was “branded on her shoulder by the 
executioner”, in Alexandre Dumas’ “The Three Musketeers”, Chapter 45, when he 
encounters her. Athos had exclaimed: “You are a demon let lose upon the earth. Your 
power is great, I know; but you know, also, that, with God's assistance, men have 
overcome the most terrible demon." 

Sita tells Ravana that he might be a most powerful being as he claims himself 
to be, but after all he is a fiendish ‘demon’, and even if Lord Ram is an ‘ordinary 
human being' with so many faults that Ravana dares to insinuate against him, then let 
him be ware that this very ‘ordinary human being’ would soon be the one who will be 
his nemesis, who will kill him.] 
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hrtavanasi mam nica tatphalam prapsyase'cirat | 
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33-35. You shall very soon get reward (or rather punishment) for your deeds. You 
shall be pierced by the rain symbolizing Lord Ram's arrows that would fall on you 
(33), and this would lead you to hell. [To wit, when you die by being struck by a hail 
of Lord Ram’s sharp arrows, there is no other place but hell where you shall go.] 

It will be then that you would realize that he (Lord Ram) is not an ordinary 
human. [You are so confident of your invincibility and you feel that you are free from 
death because of the many boons which you extracted from Brahma by the virtue of 
doing severe penances, that when you will die at the hands of Lord Ram it is only then 
that you will realize that he is no ordinary man as you make him out to be. For, can a 
human being kill such a mighty and powerful person as you claim to be, a person who 
claims to have subdued even the mighty gods of heaven, and lord over them with 
impunity?] 

The ocean would either be dried up or a bridge would be built over it by the 
arrows (of Lord Sri Ram and Laxman). [You think that the ocean would protect you. 
You think that your fort is well protected and secured by a moat symbolized by the 
ocean which makes all access to Lanka impossible. So wait and behold; the same 
ocean would be bridged by Lord Ram, a feat no human can achieve. And you will sit 
here biting your nails in frustration, for you will not be able to stop Lord Ram 
crossing the ocean on this bridge. Come, let me see how mighty and able you are, and 
how imbecile, incapable and incompetent Lord Ram is, when that happens.] (34). 

Oh wretch; oh you most lowly and vile demon (raksasadhama)! There is no 
doubt that you will soon see (discover) that Lord Sri Ram, accompanied by Laxman, 
will come to kill you in the battle (that will follow after Lord Ram's arrival here) (35). 
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tvam saputram sahabalam hatva nesyati mam puram ıı 
$rutva raksahpatih kruddho janakyah parusaksaram i 3611 
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36-37. He will kill you, along with your sons and your army (of whom you are so 
proud), and then take me back to his city (Ayodhya)'..' 

Hearing these stern words of rebuke and chastisement from Janki (Sita), the 
demon king Ravana became furious with anger (36). 

His eyes became red with rage, and he pulled out his sword to kill the daughter 
of Janak (Sita) (37). 


[Note—'A very interesting question arises here: Why could Sita not see through 
Ravana's words and understand their hidden meaning like we have tried to interpret 
them previously. Why did she saw only the worldly side of his utterances instead of 
viewing them from a spiritual and metaphysical perspective? Had this been the case, 
she would have realized that Ravana did not actually mean to harm her, that whatever 
he was doing was only for external show for he had great respect for Lord Ram 
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internally, and that, therefore, she need not fear from him. Why then would she curse 
had him as vehemently as she did; she wouldn’t have called him a ‘dog’ (verse no. 
32); she would not have behaved as a terrified prisoner who is on the edge of death, 
not eating anything and becoming emaciated and hopeless; she would not have spent 
her days weeping and brooding in a most despondent manner. 

Well, the answer is this: We have read that before Ravana kidnapped Sita, 
Lord Ram had kept her in the safe custody of the Fire God; what was left to represent 
Sita was merely her shadow, called ‘Maya Sita’, or a form that was so surreal that it 
gave the impression that it was the real Sita, but which was actually a delusion— 
apropos: Adhyatma Ramayan, Aranya Kand, Canto 7, verse nos. 1-4. 

But this secret was not even known to Laxman, and hence no one else can be 
expected to be aware of it. So, when Ravana brought Sita to Lanka he had thought 
that he was taking away the real Sita, but it was a delusion that befooled him. Since 
‘this Sita’ was a creation of Maya, a delusory form of the ‘real Sita’, it follows that 
this artificial form cannot have the same level of understanding, intelligence, erudition 
and wisdom that the original Sita had. This is the primary and the obvious reason why 
the Sita to whom Ravana made his overtures and threatening gestures could not see 
behind the external facade, and was misled by what was said at its face value. ] 
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38-39. Then Mandodari (the wife of Ravana and the chief queen of Lanka)—who was 
always eager to protect the interest of her husband (nivaryaha patim patihite 
rata)—intervened. 

She stopped her husband (from taking any rash step in anger), and said, 'Oh 
my dear husband! Leave aside this woman who is already so distressed and in an 
extremely miserable condition. See, she is so emaciated and weak, full of sorrows, 
overcome with anguish, and feels highly tormented (38). 

There are so many attractive, passionate and youthful women who are proud 
of their beauty, who have great charm and lustful eyes, belonging to the Gods, 
Gandharvas and Naags who are only too eager and anxious to accept you. [So why do 
you insist on this poor and miserable woman who is not a suitable match for you at 
all?]" (39). 


[Note—'We see here that Mandodari has come to the rescue of Sita. One reason for 
this is that Mandodari being a woman herself, and one who had noble thoughts, may 
have been driven by pity at Sita's miserable condition; and the other reason, also most 
probable, is that she felt that her husband Ravana was exceptionally enamoured of 
Sita, and should he be allowed to have his ways then his attention would be more 
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focused on Sita, and this would mean that he would start neglecting Mandodari. Of 
course, then, Mandodari would not like this situation to prevail. 

Another important point to note here is this, and it shows Ravana is a very 
positive light indeed: He never approached Sita alone while she was held captive in 
Lanka; here he was accompanied by his wife and other ladies of his household— 
apropos: verse no. 20 herein above. Had he wanted so, no one could have prevented 
him from going to Sita alone, either in the dead of night or in broad daylight, with an 
order to the guards to go away. This is a clear sign that he actually did not mean any 
harm to her, and neither did he have any ill intentions towards Sita. 

Then, if this is the case, why did he behave like a person driven by lust, 
threatening Sita if she did not yield to his overtures, and using so many provocative 
words against Lord Ram? The answer lies in Adhyatma Ramayan, Sundar Kand, 
Canto 2, verse nos. 15-19. Ravana did everything with the sole purpose of fulfilling 
his last wish to get killed by Lord Ram, and thereby attain deliverance, emancipation 
and salvation. He had a dream that a monkey has been sent as a messenger by Lord 
Ram, and so he urgently decided to act in such a way that would seem extraordinarily 
rude and threatening for Sita, with the sole intent that this messenger would observe 
all the proceedings and go back to report to Lord Ram about the dangers that Sita 
faces, which in turn would make the Lord take quick actions to come to Lanka to 
rescue her, and which in its own turn would provide a mean for Ravana to first have a 
divine glimpse of the Supreme Being from close quarters and feel blessed, and then to 
die at his hands so that his Atma, his soul, could make its easy exit from his evil body 
of a demon, to find eternal freedom and beatitude for itself. ] 
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tato'braviddasagrivo raksasirvikrtananah | 

yatha me vasaga sita bhavisyati sakamana | 
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yadi masadvayadurdhvam macchayyam nabhinandati | 
tada me pratarasaya hatva kuruta manusim ıı 4211 


40-42. Then the 10-headed Ravana ordered many demonesses who had terrifying 
appearances, frightening demeanours, and whose bodies created horror in those who 
beheld them as they were so dreadful and fiendish (raksasirvikrtananah), 'Oh 
demonesses! Do such things (i.e. try all those methods) by which Sita gets attracted 
towards me, and comes under my control and influence—either out of fear of her life, 
or due to respect for my greatness, or to protect her honour (40). 
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If she comes under my control and yields to me within two months 
(dvimasabhyantare)' then she will not only enjoy the privileges of our great 
kingdom of Lanka but shall also be granted all sorts of happiness and comfort that 
would be hers for the asking (41). 

On the other hand, if she does not accept to come to my bed (“yadi 
macchayyam nabhinandati"; to become my wife) within these two months 
(masadvayadurdhvam), then kill this human being (hatva kuruta manusim), and 
serve her for my breakfast (tada me pratarasaya)” (42). 


[Note— In Tulsidas’ “Ram Charit Manas”, Ravana has given a time limit of one 
month to Sita to accept his proposal of surrender—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, 
Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 9 that precedes Doha no. 10. 

Besides the time frame, there is also a difference in the way Ravana threatens 
to kill Sita. In Ram Charit Manas he says he would kill her himself by using his 
sword, but here in Adhyatma Ramayan he orders his female demons, who were his 
valets, to kill her themselves, and make a breakfast of her for him! 

As we have noted earlier while outlining the reasons for citing different 
scriptural texts to narrate this wonderful Story, there are many variations in the way 
the main Story is told, such as this example where Sita is given *one month' time in 
Ram Charit Manas, and ‘two months’ time in Adhyatma Ramayan, and also the way 
she would be killed if she did not yield. 


?The demons were flesh-eating ogres; they relished eating human flesh. So in order to 
terrify Sita and compel her to surrender to his wishes he threatens her that he would 
get her killed and cooked for breakfast. 

Imagine what effect this ugly statement would have on Hanuman who was 
listening to all the proceedings from behind the leaves of the tree where he hid 
himself. He must have trembled by shock at the very words of Ravana that he heard; 
he must have clenched his teeth and bit his lips in disgust, and somehow restrained 
himself from jumping down and twisting Ravana’s ten heads right then because he 
wished to act prudently as yet he had not introduced himself to Sita, and any rash 
action on his part might spoil the whole plan. 

But surely Hanuman had firmly resolved that before he left Lanka he would 
teach Ravana the bitterest lesson of his life to avenge for the way he behaved with 
Sita. And surely enough, it was the main motivation that led him to burn Lanka by- 
and-by. | 
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43-44. Saying this, Ravana went back to his palace along with his women, whilst the 
demonesses came to Janki (Sita) and started frightening and tormenting her as they 
thought fit (43). 

One among them said lewdly, 'Oh Janki! Your youth has gone to waste. If you 
establish some relationship with Ravana, if you become his partner and cohabit with 
him (ravanena samasadya), then it can be beneficial for you (saphalam tu 
bhavisyati). 

[To wit, if you agree to Ravana, you would have put your youth to some good 
use by enjoying it instead of frittering it away in sorrows and miseries. Besides that, 
you will have to die if you do not yield to the demands of Ravana, as you have heard 
yourself. Sorry to say this, but at the end of the time set by him we will be forced to 
kill you and serve you at his dining table. Think over this matter seriously and make a 
wise decision that would be in your own interests. We suggest that you yield to him, 
because it is the only way all your wishes can be fulfilled.] ' (44). 
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apara caha kopena kim vilambena janaki | 

idanim chedyatamangam vibhajya ca prthak prthak 11 451 
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45-46. Another demoness showed her anger and exasperation at Sita, saying to her, 
'Oh Janki! Why do you not listen to us and delay in taking a decision; why are you 
procrastinating?" 

Some threatened to cut her body into separate pieces (idanim 
chedyatamangam vibhajya ca prthak prthak) (45), while another drew a sword to 
kill her (anya tu khadgamudyamya janakim hantumudyata). One demoness 
began to frighten her by opening her terribly frightening mouth as if she would bite 
her and tear her apart with her sharp teeth (anya  karalavadana 
vidaryasyamabhisayat) (46). 
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47-48. Then, when those horrifying demonesses were trying to terrify Sita into 
submission, an aged demoness by the name of Trijata stopped them and said (47), 'Oh 
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you wicked demonesses! Listen to what I say—it will be for your own benefit, so you 
must pay heed to my advice and pay attention to what I have to say (48). 
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49-50. Do not scare and torment the already harried, weeping and woefully lamenting 
Janki (Sita) (na bhisayadhvam rudatim -- janakim), but instead you must bow 
before her and pay your obeisance to her (namaskuruta). 

[You know why I am warning you? Listen carefully.] I have seen a dream that 
the lotus-eyed Lord Sri Ram (49), accompanied by Laxman, has arrived astride a 
wonderful white elephant known as ‘Eravat’ (aruhyairavatam Subhram). He has 
burnt the whole city of Lanka (dagdhva lankapurim sarvam) and has killed Ravana 
in a great war (hatva ravanamahave) (50). 


INI ai sare faerit esolo | 
WAU ARIES ARA (oraz: II YII 
3rorécugulqst Pa aGorsiferp 14 | 
faefiwursq 21121 Ufoorell EARI: II YII 


aropya janakim svanke sthito drsto'gamurdhani | 
ravano gomayahrade tailabhyakto digambarah i 511 
agahatputrapautraisca krtva vadanamalikam | 
vibhisanastu ramasya sannidhau hrstamanasah 11 5211 


51-52. Then I saw that Lord Ram he is sitting on the summit of a high mountain with 
Janki (Sita) by his side (janakim svanke sthito). 

Ravana is wearing a garland of human skulls, has oil smeared on his body; he 
is naked, and he is accompanied by his sons and grand-sons. He repeatedly plunges 
himself in a pond of slush made of cow dung. Vibhishan is sitting near Lord Sri Ram, 
and he is very cheerful and delighted in his heart (51-52)'. 


[Note—'Trijata warns her companion guards that the dream she had seen is very 
gloomy and discouraging for the demon race. It portends grave calamities that are 
about to bedevil Ravana and ruin his clan. Lord Ram would be victorious in the war 
that seems unavoidable, and Ravana would be killed with his kith and kin, except 
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Vibhishan who seems to be happy at the turn of events as he is seen sitting with Lord 
Ram in a cheerful mood. 

Trijata alerts the demonesses about the gloomy future that Ravana faces, and 
therefore it would be wiser for them not to torment Sita any more on the orders of 
Ravana who is sure to be defeated and killed in the war. It is not sensible for anyone 
to follow a king who is destined by destiny to fall and die. On the contrary, they 
would be wiser to leave Sita alone so that if the situation so demands then all of them 
can plead for mercy with her, and seek her forgiveness. Surely there is no merit in 
annoying Sita any further because if the dream comes to be true, and Lord Ram does 
gain victory over Ravana, then all those who torment Sita now would have to face 
dire consequences for their imprudence and rashness. | 


Adi DA Weare UAAR: | 

Adel AAV Wall &cdI APPORT II 9311 
fasituorenferacel grar efai garona | 
sree forerer 2du31 orfareerfcr of BIT: I vil 


sevam karoti ramasya padayorbhaktisamyutah | 
sarvatha ravanam ramo hatva sakulamafijasa ıı 531 
vibhisanayadhipatyam dattva sitam Subhananam | 
anke nidhaya svapurim gamisyati na samsayah i 541 


53-54. He (Vibhishan) is serving Lord Ram's feet with great devotion. 

Now, this dream clearly means that Lord Ram will kill Ravana and destroy his 
entire clan (except Vibhishan) (53), and then give the kingdom to Vibhishan by 
anointing him as its new king. Then he will go back to his own city (Ayodhya) with 
the auspicious Sita by his side' (54). 


[Note—This dream of Trijata was a forewarning of what was to come in the following 
days. This caused the demonesses to be so frightened that they immediately stopped 
tormenting Sita. In the next verse we shall read that these demonesses fell asleep, but 
in all probability when they woke up, all of them quietly went away to their homes.] 


farci da: gear sflaRal ARIRE: | 
Alara aq forgrermgrmrerr: 1i 91] 
afstar weiter: a sitar efraríerferacr | 
QAR onfeercsoct g:xtor URASA II vett 


trijataya vacah $rutva bhitasta raksasastriyah | 
tüsnimasamstatra tatra nidravaSamupagatah ıı 5511 
tarjita raksasibhih sa sita bhitativihvala | 

trataram nadhigacchanti duhkhena parimurcchita ıı 5611 


55-56. Hearing these words of Trijata, the demonesses became extremely frightened. 
They sat down quietly to ponder, and after sometime, they all fell asleep (55). 
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Sita was so terrified at the aggressive and threatening postures and rude 
behaviour of the demonesses that when they became quiet and fell asleep, leaving her 
alone, she fainted due to exhaustion and mental anguish, for she was so distraught and 
hopeless about her situation that she saw no signs of succour coming her way to end 
her cycle of horrors, torments, sorrows, anguish, troubles and tribulations! (56). 


[Note—'When the female demon guards fell asleep, Sita too dozed off as she was 
already too exhausted to keep awake, and respite from continuous verbal torture gave 
her some mental relief. She was so despondent and miserable that she saw no ray of 
hope for succour. ] 


aig fat: yolon ferocrerocftoergdia | 
Yad argrf2reerfocr Agel 91i of AT: | 
sorida Ai cboiturstor A AAT I vll 


asrubhih pürnanayana cintayantidamabravit | 
prabhate bhaksayisyanti raksasyo mam na samSayah | 
idanimeva maranam kenopayena me bhavet ii 5711 


57. When she (Sita) regained her consciousness, she became very worried and 
perturbed, and said with tearful eyes to Trijata, "There is no doubt that the demonesses 
would eat me up as soon as it is dawn. What is the way that I can die now (instead of 
being killed by them)?' (57). 


vd 3jg:xdor Ucar A APPS »odt RRI | 
SAFA SRA PARI Hal of stort PAGUAN I Vl 


evam suduhkhena paripluta sa vimuktakantham rudati ciraya | 
alambya Sakham krtaniScaya mrtau na janati ka$cidupayamangana ıı 5811 


58. Having thus decided to end her life, but finding no way to do it, the most 
auspicious one (Sita) caught hold of the branch of a tree, and leaning against it, she 
wept very bitterly and profusely for a long time (58). 


[Note—We really empathize with Sita. Even the hardened of souls is moved to pity at 
her pitiful and sorrowful condition. This last verse no. 58 is the climax for her 
sorrows, miseries and torments, for in the next Canto, Hanuman appears before her 
and gives the proverbial breath of life to her bemoaning and distressed soul. No 
wonder then that Sita blessed him with all the possible boons she could think of, and 
this blessing was made with utmost sincerity at her command. And no wonder also 
that he was the most favourite of her for the rest of her life. 

What more can a mother expect from her son? Indeed, Sita felt so 
overwhelmingly grateful to Hanuman that she calls him his 'son'—apropos: 
Adhyatma Ramayan, Sundar Kand, Canto 3, verse no. 63, which we shall read herein 
below by-the-bye. | 


783 


sfr SAGER SAASALAAIG YooLDws 
fde: f: I ell 


iti Srimadadhyatmaramayane umāmaheśvarasamvāde sundarakande 
dvitiyah sargah ıı 211 


Thus ends Canto 2 of Adhyatma Ramayan that narrates the conversation between 
Lord Shiva and Uma, his divine consort. 


7.2.3: Adhyatma Ramayan, Sundar Kand, Canto 3: 


Hanuman meets Sita; the Destruction of the Ashok Garden; Hanuman 
voluntarily allows himself to be captured by Ravana’s son Meghnad:- 


II cfr: aret: I 
ofaga Sard | 


sgos dI AÀ RR wad fdorr | 
oflfador tet fed RIAA 28itsférareera: I 21 
diat quft srarreerelapeoerrer erfererfer | 

vd forf21cf.c al ARRIA omrorblar II 211 
fdcilaer orator fePafcaridcennd | 

9Iol: Gol: 218412sU] Moa: Ao Ta: I 31i 


i trtiyah sargah ıı 
Srimahadeva uvaca | 


udbandhanena va moksye $ariram raghavam vina | 
jivitena phalam kim syanmama rakso'dhimadhyatah i 11 
dirgha veni mamatyarthamudbandhaya bhavisyati | 

evam niscitabuddhim tam maranayatha janakim i 211 
vilokya hanuman kificidvicaryaitadabhasata | 

Sanaih sanaih süksmarüpo janakyah srotragam vacah ıı 31 


1-3. Lord Shiva said—'Oh Parvati! In this way, the lamenting and weeping Sita 
thought of ending her own life as she saw no succour forthcoming. So, overcome with 
despair, she said to herself, "Why not I kill myself by hanging, and thereby get rid of 
my torments? What is the use of living amongst these wicked demons without Raghav 
(Lord Sri Ram) (to protect me and afford me some solace)? (1). 
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[Since I do not have access to a rope or any other means by which I can hang 
myself from this tree—] My long plait of hairs will suffice to hang myself with'. 

Observing that Janki (Sita) has decided to kill herself (by hanging or by any 
other means that she can think of, and that there is no time to lose before any 
untoward development happens) (2), Hanuman, who was hiding in the tree in a 
miniature form, thought of something in his heart, and spoke in a soft voice that was 
loud enough to reach Sita's ears (but not too loud that it can be heard by any demon 
sentinel appointed by Ravana to guard Sita) (3). 


SSAIPANAFAA Boll GOR ASIF | 
grenteerferaferscreer ACARI AAA: I vil 
YN ÒRIA: ad AASIAN: | 
AAAF saad AJE I VII 


ikşvākuvamśasambhūto raja dasaratho mahan | 
ayodhyadhipatistasya catvaro lokavisrutah i 411 
putra devasamah sarve laksanairupalaksitah i 
ramascalaksmanascaiva bharatascaiva Satruha ıı 5n 


4-5. [Hanuman began to recite the glories of Lord Ram, about his family lineage, and 
about his life and times to indicate to Sita and reassure her that someone very close 
and devoted to her Lord is present in the vicinity. This would initially surprise her no 
doubt, but it would also help her to overcome abject despair and a sense of 
hopelessness that had overcome her, for now she would be eager to meet the person 
who had said the words that were so pleasant and sweet for her to hear. Sita was 
enveloped in a shroud of deep gloom and total despair, seeing no hope of freedom and 
succour, and so the soothing words of Hanuman came to her as a respite from her 
excessive torments that made her determined to end her life, like a ray of light in a 
dark tunnel that suddenly gives hope to someone trapped in it and sure of impending 
death. Forsooth, the very idea, the very notion, the very thought, that someone 
favourable, some helpful soul, is nearby, was like a streak of sunlight that pierced 
through the thick cover of dark clouds of doomsday that had covered Sita’s emotional 
firmament, cheering her up and lifting her sinking spirit.] 

Hanuman spoke softly and began to speak of the life and times of Lord Ram 
as follows: 'King Dasrath, who was born in the clan of Ikshwaku, was very renowned 
and virtuous. To him were born four sons who are famous in all the three worlds (i.e. 
in the whole world consisting of the celestial, the terrestrial and the subterranean 
divisions) (4). 

These sons are as auspicious and divine as Gods themselves; and they are 
endowed with all the characters and qualities that are regarded as auspicious, divine, 
noble and virtuous. Their names are Ram, Laxman, Bharat and Shatrughan (5). 


GATS WA: Agars PRATA: | 
TISA AS Hil flere ARRI AS II El 
IARI AAAA usddcell ASIA: | 
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aq offal arariror 2ftar ororpborfooolt II wil 


jyestho ramah piturvakyaddandakaranyamagatah | 
laksmanena saha bhratra sitaya bharyaya saha ıı 611 
uvasa gautamitire paficavatyam mahamanah | 
tatra nita mahabhaga sita janakanandini ıı 711 


6-7. The eldest son, Lord Sri Ram, came to the Dandkaranya forest, along with his 
wife Sita and younger brother Laxman, on the orders of his father (6). 

That exalted Lord (Sri Ram) stayed at Panchvati on the banks of river Gautami 
with Sita, the most fortunate and auspicious daughter of the great king Janak (7). 


USA AAASGUI 2raulor GCAO | 

ddl Walshig:ait AMASA oP I cil 
sic Td uroa affa | 

RÀ acr fed MADAAN II SII 


rahite ramacandrena ravanena duratmana I 

tato ramo'tiduhkharto margamano'tha janakim ıı 811 
jatayusam paksirajamapasyatpatitam bhuvi | 

tasmai dattva divam Sighramrsyamükamupagamat ıı 911 


8-9. One day, when Lord Ram was not there in his hermitage, the evil-hearted and 
wicked Ravana took away Janki (Sita). Lord Ram was overwhelmed with sorrow and 
anguish of separation from her, and he started his search for her everywhere in the 
wild forest. While moving ahead in his search, he saw, on the path (8), the king of the 
birds, named Jatau, who was wounded and lying on the ground. The Lord 
immediately sent Jatau to the divine abode of Gods (i.e. to, heaven). [To wit, Lord 
Ram performed Jatau’s last rites, and gave his soul deliverance. } 
After that, the Lord proceeded to the Rishyamook mountain (9). 


Yofldur war dicft Ws AGAH: | 
AGRI Seal arferoi 2]otogot: Il loll 
mdse Yofid fargeorel cpr A: | 
Whar AMRA ASRS ARYA: I lL 
ÙIR URA aroraror URA | 
tarrag ADs Yoftauferal sR: 11 gl 


sugrivena krtā maitri ramasya viditatmanah | 
tadbharyaharinam hatva valinam raghunandanah ıı 1011 
rajye'bhisicya sugrivam mitrakaryam cakara sah | 
sugrivastu samanayya vanaran vanaraprabhuh i 1111 
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presayamasa parito vanaran parimargane | 
sitayastatra caiko'ham sugrivasacivo harih ii 121 


10-12. Upon arriving at that mountain, Lord Ram, who is a wise, sagacious, 
enlightened and self-realised soul, made friends with Sugriv (the prince of the 
monkey kingdom of Kishkindha). Then Raghunandan (Lord Ram; the son of the 
family of the great king Raghu of Ayodhya) killed Baali (the elder brother of Sugriv) 
who had stolen his younger brother's wife! (10). 

After that, the Lord installed Sugriv on the throne of Kishkindha. In this 
manner, the Lord had successfully helped his friend Sugriv, and did his work for him. 
[To wit, Lord Ram restored Sugriv’s wife and honour to him, and after punishing his 
elder brother Baali by killing him for committing the unpardonable crime of keeping 
his younger brother’s wife as a mistress, the Lord crowned Sugriv as the king of 
Kishkindha. | 

[Sugriv felt very obliged and grateful to the Lord, and he reciprocated the 
Lord’s helpful gesture by promising to search for Sita.] Sugriv then summoned all the 
monkeys (and bears) to do the Lord's work (11), and sent them in all the directions in 
search of Sita. I am one of Sugriv's ministers, and one of the countless monkeys who 
were sent out to find the whereabouts of Sita (12). 


[Note—'Hanuman clearly gives the reason why Lord Ram killed Baali, the elder 
brother of Sugriv. It is certainly very wrong, illegal, unscrupulous, unrighteous and 
scandalous for anyone to kick his younger brother out of the house and keep his wife 
forcibly as a mistress. Baali certainly deserved severest of punishment for this sinful 
act.] 


AFATAN MASI | 

Bag ont cigat faftioder APĂ JAA II 9 31! 
9rolzeitaoaforoi feiferodoy forerurarast | 

3IgI8i Mocha Aao G: AAAs I $ vil 
wR Alsat odi DAPca ssa: | 
scgacdtiu211rer ASRIGA: I 91 


sampativacanacchighramullanghya satayojanam | 
samudram nagarim lankam vicinvan janakim subham ıı 1311 
Sanaira$okavanikam vicinvan simsapatarum | 

adraksam janakimatra Socantim duhkhasamplutam ıı 1411 
ramasya mahisim devim krtakrtyo'hamagatah | 
ityuktvopararamatha marutirbuddhimattarah ıı 151 


13-15. I leapt across the ocean, which is 100 Yojans (800 miles) wide, on the advice 
of Sampati (the elderly vulture who had flown high up the sky and first observed Sita 
sitting in the garden of Lanka)', and have thus come to Lanka. Here, I searched all 
over the place for Janki (Sita), the auspicious and virtuous one (13). 
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Gradually, while searching for her in the Ashok grove, I saw this Shinshupa 
(Indian red wood) tree. Here I saw Janki sitting despondently, full of sorrow and 
anguish, and surrounded by a pall of gloom (14). 

By seeing the goddess who is the consort of Lord Ram, the purpose of my 
coming here has been successfully accomplished; all my efforts have been amply 
rewarded as I have found her.' 

Having said this, Hanuman, the wise, sagacious, erudite and intelligent son of 
the wind god, became silent (15). 


[Note—'Refer: Adhyatma Ramayan, Kishkindha Kand, Canto 7, verse nos. 48-56. 
The group of monkeys and bears had met Sampati on the shore of the ocean. He had 
advised them that since Sita is in Lanka, anyone who could go and come back across 
a distance of 100 Yojans would be able to meet her. At that time, Hanuman was 
selected for this work. ] 


aia Hao acad gear faerit | 

ffs A ga o arerorr AARAA II 9 1i 
Jao] dI À aodato ar 2191813 Ad | 
fra À Ra g:dor oA pA I: | 9l 
Ja A Doida daoi wari | 

31 CIA ABIA: A AAA: I lll 


sita kramena tatsarvam śrutvā vismayamāyayau | 
kimidam me $rutam vyomni vayuna samudiritam ıı 1611 
svapno va me manobhrantiryadi va satyameva tat | 
nidra me nasti duhkhena janamyetatkuto bhramah i 171 
yena me karnapiyusam vacanam samudiritam | 

sa dr$yatam mahabhagah priyavadi mamagratah ıı 1811 


16-18. Hearing this sequence of events, Sita was extremely astonished. She 
wondered, "The words which I have heard from above, as if coming from the sky, 
have they been spoken by the Wind? (16). 

Have I heard the words in a dream, or am I hallucinating, or is it merely my 
imagination? Or, is what I hear really true? Since I cannot sleep due to extremity of 
sorrow, anguish and mental torments and agitations, therefore it cannot be a dream; 
on the other hand, I can actually hear those words by my own ears, so it cannot be 
merely a flight of my imagination (17). 

That person who has spoken these sweet and comforting words to me—words 
which appear like nectar for my ears—1 request, I beseech, that great soul to appear 
before me, and make himself visible to me' (18). 


Qed avolaa ggo, UAVS: | 
sadiki eroi: MAIRA: Barafserc: I gil 
PAASDAG APRI: LATOR: | 


olollal M: Mai urorfer: YRA: Bera: I eoll 
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$rutva tajjanakivakyam hanuman patrakhandatah | 
avatirya Sanaih sitapuratah samavasthitah ıı 1911 
kalavinkapramanango raktasyah pitavanarah | 

nanama Sanakaih sitam prafijalih puratah sthitah 1 201 


19-20. Hearing these words of Janki (Sita), Hanuman emerged from behind the cover 
of foliage, and coming down slowly from the tree!, he stood before her (19). 

At that moment he had the form of a monkey with the size of the bird 
‘Kalwink’ (sparrow—“kalavinkapramanango”); his body had a reddish hue and it 
glowed like gold (raktasyah pitavanarah). He came up slowly in front of Sita, and 
bowed before her reverentially with joined hands (20). 


[Note—'Hanuman approached Sita very cautiously, slowly and courteously, so as not 
to alarm her. His appearance was that of a monkey, but his size was that of a sparrow. 
It is very rare to find a monkey resembling a bird. So Hanuman feared that Sita would 
think that he is some demon sent by Ravana to tease her more if he showed any haste; 
if any of his manners could wrongly be interpreted by Sita as menacing, as she is 
already nervous and terrified, she would faint out of shock. 

So it would be wise, thought Hanuman, to be very cautious while he went near 
her, because if Sita felt threatened by him going near her swiftly, if she was alarmed 
in the least by his approaching her quickly, perhaps she would withdraw herself in a 
cocoon of silence and become totally incommunicado. 

Hanuman did not wish to startle Sita and do anything that would have made 
her nervous and terrified, because she was already on the edge and had taut nerves 
that were on the verge of a complete nervous breakdown. 

Further, in case she panicked and shrieked, it would be disastrous for his 
mission, for it would alert the demon guards who surrounded Sita, and all secrecy 
would be severely compromised. 

The next set of verses endorse what Hanuman had apprehended—for Sita did 
become suspicious of him.] 


EA ci Storch sitar AASTAT: | 

A ASTHMA ARRI aro: i 221 
sed Roar air qoare | 
Jgor2ure ci etai ofa ard APA II 2211 
olIé TAA anaaceror ergo afer eras | 
GRUISS DORicloGea WALA WAIHO: || 23l 
Ufadisé &3log2er Aoflaza grengó | 

dri: ugisaeifiacrgrurrarevr ÙA II 2¥il 


drstva tam janaki bhita ravano'yamupagatah | 

mam mohayitumayato mayaya vanarakrtih i1 211 
ityevam cintayitva sa tüsnimasidadhomukdhi | 
punarapyaha tam sitam devi yattvam visankase i| 2211 
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naham tathavidho matastyaja sankam mayi sthitam | 
daso'ham kosalendrasya ramasya paramatmanah ıı 231 
sacivo'ham harindrasya sugrivasya Subhaprade | 

vayoh putro'hamakhilapranabhütasya sobhane ıı 2411 


21-24. Seeing him, Janki felt afraid that Ravana has come disguised as a monkey to 
trap her (21). 

Thinking thus, she kept sitting stiffly, with a lowered head. Then he 
(Hanuman) said once again to Sita, 'Oh goddess! I am not the one whom you suspect 
me to be. Oh mother! Whatever suspicions and doubts you have about me, you must 
remove them. I am a humble servant of Lord Sri Ram, the Supreme Being himself 
(paramatmanah) and the king of Kaushal (Ayodhya) (22-23). 

Oh the one who bestows auspiciousness and good fortunes (“Subhaprade”; a 
reference to Sita)! I am a minister of Sugriv, the king of monkeys. Oh the adorable 
and worthy one (Sobhane)! I am the son of the wind god, the god who presides over 
the forces in creation that give life to all living beings! (24). 


[Note— Hanuman means that just as the air or the wind is the source that give life to 
the world, and not sniff it out, he too has come to her to give her a new lease of life, 
and not to be the cause of her death. So she need not be alarmed of him in the least. 
He is a friend, and not a foe. He is Lord Ram's messenger, and not Ravana's.] 


AHA orrorbt gre good PaP | 
TORU AWA Ag oieeed PAL Ii WII 
ae cd AARI GRASSINI mrt | 
arare a mofer diat amori uaa: fer: I sll 


tacchrutva janaki praha hanümantam krtafijalim | 
vanaranam manusyanam sangatirghatate katham ıı 2511 
yatha tvam ramacandrasya daso'hamiti bhasase | 
tamaha marutih prito janakim puratah sthitah ıı 261 


25-26. Hearing this, Janki said to Hanuman, who was standing in front of her with 
hands joined in supplication, 'You say that you are a servant (subordinate, follower, 
devotee) of Sri Ramchandra—say, how is it possible that a monkey and a human can 
become friends and companions?" 

Then Hanuman, who was standing in front of her, felt very happy as he replied 
to her! (25-26)— 


[Note— Why was Hanuman cheerful and happy? Sita responding to Hanuman was a 
positive signal. The worse scenario would be her deciding to keep mum, and to retract 
herself in the cocoon of silence and gloom to which she had by now become 
accustomed. 

So therefore, when Sita answered Hanuman, it was a positive sign that she 
would at least communicate with him, instead of shutting up tight. When a means of 
communication and dialogue was opened, Hanuman took a deep breath of relief, for 
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now it would be easy on his part to learn everything about her and her problems, and 
he would also be able to tell her what Lord Ram had told him to convey to her on the 
one hand, and on the other hand to learn what she herself wished to be conveyed to 
Lord Ram in return. An exchange of views was thus possible. Otherwise, not only his 
task would have become very difficult, it would also have been extremely difficult to 
convince anyone on his return that he had actually met Sita—for he would have no 
proof of it, no tangible sign from Sita to take back to Lord Ram, and neither any oral 
message from her that would convince the Lord that Hanuman had indeed met Sita. ] 


BADANIA: Wael ofa: Belk: | 

Yoflal »seeraraozeit Evediol 2121c18 4101] I1 VII 
AA A YURI Sid WR EGAL | 
geraRaudedl sidisé AARAA Il e<l 


rsyamükamagadramah Sabarya noditah sudhih | 
sugrivo rsyamukastho drstavan ramalaksmanau ıı 2711 
bhito mam presayamasa jhatum ramasya hrdgatam | 
brahmacarivapurdhrtva gato'ham ramasannidhim ıı 2811 


27-28. 'At the instance of Sabari, the wise, erudite and sagacious Lord (i.e. Lord Sri 
Ram) came to the Rishyamook mountain. Sugriv, who was sitting on the summit of 
this mountain, saw Lord Ram and Laxman approach (27). 

Sugriv was scared', and therefore he sent me to find out the cause (or the 
reason) of their arrival. Then I came to Lord Ram, disguising myself as a Brahmachari 
(a celibate Brahmin; a Brahmin student) (28). 


[Note— Why was Sugriv scared when he saw strangers roaming at the foot of the Mt. 
Rishyamook? He was suspicious of the two strangers, Lord Ram and his brother 
Laxman, when he saw them roaming in the vicinity of the mountain as he feared that 
his brother Baali, who was his bitter enemy and had chased him out of the kingdom of 
Kishkindha, had sent some spy with an evil intent to find Sugriv, and then devise 
some method of killing and getting rid of him.] 


SIICdI WA AGIA 2xpotInuf» fore cil | 


oira Boflaarsiitel aca ard cel: I lll 
APARA er arret arferoi ei VATA: | 
SAPA Alot crit WoelseUVae Il 301i 
goja Ao A YURIAIRA WRI | 


fooeel asrni, dRo sracerr: URAT || 321 


29-31. When I found out about the good intent of the purpose of their visit (which 
was to search for Lord Ram's wife who had been abducted by some nasty demon), 
and specifically that the two brothers had no ill-will or malefic intentions against 
Sugriv, but rather that they were friendly disposed to anyone who would help them in 
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their noble endeavour of finding you, I took them to Sugriv on my shoulders, and 
befriended them (29). 

Sugriv's wife herself had been snatched by Baali (his elder brother). [So, when 
told about the reason of Lord Ram’s coming that way, Sugriv, who himself was 
suffering the agony of separation from his wife, could easily empathize with the Lord, 
and understand his pain and grief. ] 

The most exalted in Raghu's clan (i.e. Lord Sri Ram) killed Baali with a single 
arrow’, and anointed Sugriv on the throne (of Kishkindha) (30). 

After that, Sugriv sent monkeys, who were very brave, strong and valiant, in 
all the directions to search for you (31). 


[Note—'The reason why Lord Ram intervened on behalf of Sugriv and killed his 
elder brother Baali was that the Lord felt a great injustice had been done to his friend 
Sugriv by his powerful elder brother. Baali had not only exiled Sugriv from 
Kishkindha, disinheriting him of all his rights, but had also kept Sugriv’s wife as his 
own mistress, an act that was absolutely unacceptable and most contemptible; he was 
not contented with this alone, as he was always on the look out to find a way to 
eliminate Sugriv by getting him assassinated. Sugriv was on the same page as Lord 
Ram in this matter—both had their wives taken away forcibly by their enemies, and 
both were subject to danger of attack by their adversaries. 

Lord Ram felt that it was his moral duty, as a true friend, to help Sugriv get his 
honour back; and since Sugriv was not powerful enough to defeat Baali on the 
strength of his own arms to reclaim his lost rights, self-esteem and dignity, Lord Ram 
thought to help him by aiding Baali’s defeat and death. 

Besides the moral aspect of this decision, there was another important factor 
that weighed heavily in favour of Lord Ram’s decision of helping Sugriv against 
Baali. It was this: The Lord needed help himself, first to find Sita, and then to launch 
a military campaign to free her from the clutches of ferocious demons. For this 
objective to be successful, he needed the support of an army as well as logistics. No 
help would come from his own kingdom of Ayodhya that was far away, and so to 
succeed the Lord would have to generate help locally by making powerful allies who 
would firmly stand by him in an alien land. So when the opportunity came his way in 
the form of helping Sugriv to overcome his misfortunes, the Lord decided to make the 
best of it. 

To make Sugriv his ally and to expect any help from him, it was important for 
Lord Ram to first do something to oblige him, and in such a way that Sugriv would be 
eternally indebted to him. Hence, the Lord decided to help him against his brother 
Baali so that he could regain his right over the crown of the kingdom of Kishkindha, 
as well as retrieve his wife who was usurped forcibly by his brother. This would make 
Sugriv morally obliged to help his benefactor in return. And this is exactly how it 
happened—for it were Sugriv’s messengers as well as his army of monkeys and bears 
that had helped Lord Ram to find out about Sita in the first place, and then to 
vanquish the demons and retrieve her later on after winning a fierce war.] 


dco WAG EVCA AMAMA AIGA Il 321 
cdfir PRAAN À Red ASdoloca | 

gfé 3t parci 2rd Aart ergamreer T II 331 
3rgorcíteraoitaost URSA | 
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Bhart dierai Ure HoonrsigRaiead II 3vll 


gacchantam raghavo drstva mamabhasata sadaram ıı 3211 
tvayi karyamasesam me sthitam marutanandana | 
brühi me ku$alam sarvam sitayai laksmanasya ca ıı 331 


.. N 


sitayai diyatam sadhu mannamaksaramudritam ıı 3411 


32-34. When I was almost ready to start-off in search of you, Raghav (Lord Ram) 
saw me, called me near, and said (32), 'Oh Maruti's son! My work, which is very 
difficult and special, is dependent on you. Tell Sita about my and Laxman's welfare 
(33). 

For your identification, I am giving you this beautiful finger-ring of mine, on 
which the letters of my name are engraved, so that Sita will recognise you when she 
sees this ring.' (34). 


sacar Yoo! Hel Pega | 
yero aelod Sia VLS AADA Il ZII 
sacd Yoal God API ASAI: | 
IRPA RAA g2regrporíengct ER: I SEI 
zca 2flar yo AADA A | 
Ji BRA [ral JASIGA II 391! 


ityuktvā pradadau mahyam karagradanguliyakam | 
prayatnena mayanitam devi pasyanguliyakam ıı 3511 
ityuktva pradadau devyai mudrikam marutatmajah | 
namaskrtya sthito duradbaddhafijaliputo harih ıı 361 
drstva sita pramudita ramanamankitam tada | 
mudrikam Sirasa dhrtva sravadanandanetraja ii 371 


35-37. Saying this, Lord Ram took off the ring from his finger and gave it to me. I 
have brought it very carefully with me. Oh goddess! You see this ring for yourself 
(for it would not only help to establish my identity and authenticity, but also assure 
you that Lord Ram is well and remembers you)' (35). 

Saying so, the son of the wind god gave that ring to the goddess (“devyai”; 
Sita). Then he bowed to her and stood aside at a little distance from her (to give her 
time to examine the ring and reassure herself that Hanuman was indeed Lord Ram's 
messenger and not an imposter) (36). 

When Sita saw that finger-ring with Lord Ram's initials engraved in it, she 
immediately recognized it and its authenticity. This made her thrilled and exhilarated. 
She raised the ring to her head and touched it with it even as a stream of tears gushed 
out of her eyes (37). 


cpà a grurarar cd sf.ssmorfar 2 Tad | 
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arcpIs Br fret cd feeariisRa ada fe II 3cll 
oil dodrufoorel doe YSA Yueicperd | 
Soldiol ELARA AA GAAS cael II 391! 

Ud cperer AARI Bell A SIA olt | 
ARGA YUM: RAA AA AT II voll 


kape me pranadata tvam buddhimānasi raghave | 
bhakto'si priyakari tvam visvaso'sti tavaiva hi 11 381 

no cenmatsannidhim canyam purusam presayetkatham | 
hanuman drstamakhilam mama duhkhadikam tvaya ii 3911 
sarvam kathaya ramaya yatha me jayate daya I 
masadvayavadhi pranah sthasyanti mama sattama ıı 4011 


38-40. Then she said, 'Oh Kapi (Hanuman)! You are my saviour (for you have saved 
me from drowning in an ocean of grief, miseries and sorrows) (me pranadata). You 
are very wise, clever and intelligent (tvam buddhimanasi), you are a devotee of 
Raghav (Sri Ram) (raghave bhakto'si), and most dear to him (priyakari tvam). I am 
certain he has full faith and trust in you (38). 

Forsooth and without gainsay, if that hadn't been the case, why would he have 
sent a non-related male to me (as his messenger)?! 

Oh Hanuman! You have seen all my agonies; you have witnessed all my 
troubles and tribulations; you have seen my suffering and miserable existence (39). 

Tell all these things to Lord Sri Ram when you go back to report to him, so 
that he develops greater mercy and more compassion for me. Oh the most exalted 
one! My life will survive for only two months more (because this evil demon Ravana 
has threatened to kill me after that period) (40). 


[Note—'In ancient societies, and even in the conservative societies of today's modern 
world, only a male relation is expected to meet a female relative while she is alone. So 
Sita expressed her confidence in Hanuman when she says that had Lord Ram not 
treated him as being very close to him, as his confidante, and almost as if he were his 
own son, then the Lord would not have thought of trusting him with either his finger- 
ring or with the confidential message that he sent for Sita. 

This confidence helped Sita to open her heart to Hanuman without 
reservations. All her apprehensions and doubts about him were removed.] 


orrarfareerfct AoA ARISA AL Act: | 
aid: offg axdtogur AAT AATA: I vll 
dror2roflepd: ref Sc 3ravretrad | 

Wg Aa Wal ake At saya: I vll 


nagamisyati cedramo bhaksayisyati mam khalah | 

atah sighram kapindrena sugrivena samanvitah i 4111 
vanaranikapaih sardham hatva ravanamahave | 

saputram sabalam ramo yadi mam mocayetprabhuh i 4211 
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41-42. If this does not happen (i.e. if Lord Ram does not save me within the stipulated 
time of two months), then this wicked fellow will eat me up'. Hence, it is urgent that 
Lord Ram should come here as soon as it is possible, along with Sugriv and other 
chief monkeys, to kill Ravana together with his sons and army, and liberate me. [It is 
urgent because if the Lord delays and I am not liberated within two months, this 
wretch would definitely kill me.] (41-42). 


[Note—'Apropos: Adhyatma Ramayan, Sundar Kand, Canto 2, verse no. 42.] 


dda 31291 def dz aufer aiaa | 

ell Al ARe Gal Scar off SMAA II v3ll 
eM Uded Soll ATA dAdo | 
SoU crar Sid Evel ell AAT Ii vil 
WA: ASHI: offerors weer ARE: | 


Yofldur Rodo Scdl GARA ACH II vell 


tattasya sadrsam viryam vira varnaya varnitam | 

yatha mam tarayedramo hatva sighram dasananam i 4311 
tatha yatasva hanuman vaca dharmamavapnuhi | 
hanumanapi tamaha devi drsto yatha maya i 4411 

ramah salaksmanah sighramagamisyati sayudhah | 
sugrivena sasainyena hatva daSamukham balat ıı 4511 


43-45. If it happens the way I have told you then surely all his efforts would be 
successful. And only then you would be justified to describe the Lord’s glory and 
greatness again in the way you have done just a moment ago. 

You should tell the Lord all that you have seen in such a tactful way, with all 
the deftness you can command, that the Lord gets angry at this 10-headed monster 
(Ravana) and kills him, so that I am liberated from this horrible existence and find my 
freedom (43). 

And certainly by doing so you shall also feel contented and derive merit for 
the good deed that you would have done by employing your wisdom and words to 
help someone who is under immense distress. [To wit, if your clever use of words 
could sufficiently inspire and impel Lord Ram to act expeditiously and kill Ravana 
before he kills me, you will certainly be blessed with the reward of doing a righteous 
deed to save my life]'. 

Then Hanuman said to Sita to reassure her, 'Oh goddess! What I have 
observed personally makes me feel confident that (44) Lord Ram and Laxman, both 
armed and well prepared, and accompanied by Sugriv and his army, shall come here 
very soon. He shall then use his might to kill the 10-headed demon Ravana (45). 


AMASA Sia Case orn ARI: | 
AAE SAP AA: et afer i vell 
dfitcatereereeriterrearr arorarofta»d: 318 | 
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Solos A VHoeldSal yeuvs}l I| vli 


samanesyati devi tvamayodhyam natra samSayah | 
tamaha janaki ramah katham varidhimatatam 11 4611 
tirtvayasyatyameyatma vanaranikapaih saha | 
hanumanaha me skandhavaruhya purusarsabhau ıı 4711 


46-47. He (Lord Ram) shall (after having killed Ravana) take you to Ayodhya. Oh 
goddess, there is no doubt about it'. 

At this, Janki (Sita) said (expressing her doubts), 'How will Lord Ram cross 
the mighty ocean (46) along with a huge army of monkeys, though of course the Lord 
is known to be ‘Ameyatma’ (tirtvayasyatyameyatma), i.e. the Supreme Soul that 
prevails everywhere, the Supreme Being who cannot be measured". 

Hanuman replied, "Those two exalted souls (i.e. Lord Ram and his younger 
brother Laxman), who are the most excellent beings amongst men, shall come here 
astride my shoulders. [To wit, if it is found that crossing the ocean is a problem for 
Lord Ram and Laxman, then there is no worry on that point, for I shall make both of 
them sit on my shoulders and bring them here in the same way as I have come. Hence, 
you ought not to worry on that account.] (47). 


[Note—'Sita was worried as to how Lord Ram would physically cross the ocean 
because presently he is in a human form, although in his primary form he is none but 
the Supreme Being for whom the worldly ocean is nothing but a shallow groove, not 
wider and deeper than a hollow made by a cow's hoof on earth, which even a child 
can cross easily. 

Legend has it that Lord Vishnu had indeed measured the entire universe in 
merely two steps during his incarnation as Lord Vaaman, the dwarf mendicant who 
had vanquished the haughtiness of king Bali. Bali had promised Vaaman a piece of 
land measuring an area that the latter can cover in his three steps, but when Vaaman 
covered the entire universe in merely two of his steps, and one step was still left to be 
put down for the purpose of measuring the land which was no more available, king 
Bali offered his own head for the Lord to put his foot on and complete the 
measurement. Though the Lord succeeded in vanquishing Bali's ego and haughtiness, 
but he was also moved by the king's greatness of spirit and steadfastness at keeping 
his words. So as a reward, Lord Vaaman offered Bali the kingdom of the nether 
world, and decided to protect Bali by becoming his guard himself so that no one can 
dethrone Bali from this kingdom. 

But the problem in the present case of Lord Ram was that he had to play his 
role as a human being to perfection, and no human being can cross the width of the 
ocean measuring 100 Yojans (800 miles) by just walking across it like one would 
cross a small puddle on the road that comes in his way. 

So Sita wondered how Lord Ram would manage to overcome this great hurdle 
because he would be accompanied by a huge army. Had he been alone, he could have 
done this miracle secretly without anyone knowing about it, but that's not feasible in 
the present case. 

It ought to be noted here that earlier Sita had shown great courage and 
confidence when she had said, while sternly rebuking Ravana, that “Lord Ram would 
come here to kill him by crossing the ocean either by drying it up or making a bridge 
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across it by covering it with his arrows"—apropos: Adhyatma Ramayan, Sundar 
Kand, Canto 2, verse nos. 34-35. 

But now she expresses great doubt in this regard. Why was this? It was 
because she was so extremely mentally disturbed and emotionally upset that she 
began seeing the negative side of everything. Her earlier outburst against Ravana was 
to show her indignation and anger to him, but after the storm blew over she had once 
again sunk into the pit of hopelessness aggravated and exacerbated by gloomy 
thoughts and a despairing mood. | 


HARA: 212]ov121 Yoflal aror»9qo: | 
fderri gioia cítcat arfsferamarasr il vell 
foróf&verfer 28itaiscacgpd or BL: | 
stash of A ofa orcad cazaifoad: I1 vell 
Ge UA AS IN RA craríodaost | 
ofa feoPacfsenot of 3t aol 218a: II Voll 


ayasyatah sasainyasca sugrivo vanaresvarah | 
vihayasa ksanenaiva tirtva varidhimatatam ıı 4811 
nirdahisyati raksaughamstvatkrte natra samSayah | 
anujfiam dehi me devi gacchami tvarayanvitah i| 4911 
drastum ramam saha bhratra tvarayami tavantikam | 
devi kificidabhijfianam dehi me yena raghavah ıı 5011 


48-50. As for Sugriv, the king of monkeys, he and his army shall cross the vast ocean 
by the air-route (the path of the sky as I have done myself), and they won't take long 
to do so. (48). 

Then the Lord shall reduce to ashes and crush the entire horde of demons in 
order to recover you. There is no doubt about it. Oh goddess! Now give me your 
permission; I shall go back forthwith (49) and meet Lord Ram, and try to bring him, 
along with his brother, as soon as I can. Oh goddess! Give me some token (so that the 
Lord is convinced that I have met you) (50). 


frodi gercotot Adil 9rodr AACA: | 
aa: feePafcareiier ial PAAA || 092 1l 
fdgrcer cberurerod Red asai Sat | 


aroia feeasiqhized Plog 3Ic182IUI: || 9211 


visvasenmam prayatnena tato ganta samutsukah | 
tatah kificidvicaryatha sita kamalalocana ıı 511 
vimucya kesSapasante sthitam cüdamanim dadau | 
anena vi$vasedramastvam kapindra salaksmanah i 521 


51-52. That token from you will help Lord Ram believe me. I will take it with me 
very carefully; I shall approach the Lord with great urgency, and with a sincerity of 
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purpose. [To wit, I shall show due diligence and haste in executing the commission 
that you would be gracious enough to grant me, and you will not find me wanting in 
any way in its execution; be assured of it.]' 

Then the lotus-eyed Sita thought for some time (i.e. she pondered over what to 
give him as a token to be taken to Lord Ram) (51), and then she took off the 
*Chudamani" that was tucked in her hairs and gave it to him. 

She then said to Hanuman, 'Oh the king amongst the monkeys (kapindra)! By 
this token Lord Sri Ram and Laxman will definitely believe you. [The Lord will 
immediately recognize this ornament as being mine, and this will leave no doubt in 
his mind that you have indeed come and met me.] (52). 


[Note—'The “Chudamani” is an ornament worn by ladies in the hair, much like a hair 
pin. It is a sort of a diadem.] 


arfarsrorrelaroered acid aa AGG | 
faqecfsrt ydos 2afr Rer: | 
ASS fara amer IANI IJA: II 31I 
bog DIPMIshIa IRAS URIPA | 
ACUIGISUWART fMGGRUTIT II Vv 


ave 


citrakütagirau purvamekada rahasi sthitah | 
madanke Sira adhaya nidrati raghunandanah ıı 5311 
aindrah kakastadagatya nakhaistundena casakrt | 
matpadangusthamaraktam vidadaramisasaya ıı 5411 


53-54. Oh ‘Suvrat’ (i.e. one who is true to his words and righteous in his actions; it’s 
a word Sita used to praise Hanuman)! I am telling you one more secret to make Lord 
Ram believe you. 

Once it so happened that Raghunandan (Sri Ram) was sleeping with his head 
on my lap while we were alone during our sojourn on the Chitrakoot mountain (53). 

Just at that time, the son of Indra (whose name was Jayant) came down to us 
disguised as a crow, and mistaking the red great toe of my foot to be a piece of meat, 
he bit and tore at it with his beaks and claws, thereby lacerating my toe and creating a 
bleeding wound (54). 


[Note—It must be noted that Sita did not move her legs even a fraction of a 
centimeter nor had raised any alarm while the crow was poking and nibbling at her 
toe, because that would have disturbed the sleep of Lord Sri Ram. This is a great 
testimony of her extreme love, devotion, sense of duty and submission towards the 
comfort and service of her beloved Lord. She silently bore with extreme pain and 
discomforts herself, but did not want to disturb Lord Ram’s sleep. ] 


AN Wa: YGE EVLA UG PAJA | 
ol sg pa dase A gA I vult 
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SCAU UdISUVaGRAI Aİ Yor: Yor: | 
siftigdod UPIpoRAUS qa g Il VEll 


tato ramah prabuddhyatha drstva padam krtavranam | 
kena bhadre krtam caitadvipriyam me duratmana ıı 5511 
ityuktva purato'pa$yadvayasam mam punah punah | 

abhidravantam raktaktanakhatundam cukopa ha ıı 5611 


55-56. When Lord Ram woke up from his sleep and saw the wound in my leg, he 
enquired, “Oh dear! Tell me, which wicked and evil soul has willingly done this harm 
to you?” (55). 

Even as he was saying so, he watched the crow coming repeatedly near me. Its 
claws and beak were smeared with blood. Observing this wretch with blood sticking 
to its claws and beak, the Lord immediately understood what had happened while he 
was asleep. He felt excessively angry and exasperated at this development (56). 


TAPISRI RAAI cq | 
fagiu cficten 2rait dei erssacror II Sul 
SIUAGIGRRIA stat cilcoror JA Tor: | 
Sogge or ATÀ fi ASI II cll 
Wd UIgeil2s|sucrgilcelr Galore: | 
RaT 211:dfiroergdia il VSI 


trnamekamupadaya divyastrenabhiyojya tat | 
ciksepa lilaya ramo vayasopari tajjvalan i 5711 
abhyadravadvayasasca bhito lokan bhraman punah | 
indrabrahmadibhiscapi na sakyo raksitum tada ıı 5811 
ramasya padayoragre'patadbhitya dayanidheh | 
Saranagatamalokya ramastamidamabravit i| 5911 


57-59. The Lord angrily picked up a blade of grass, activated it by infusing energy 
and dynamism into it, thereby the transforming the otherwise ordinary blade of grass 
into a powerful weapon (such as an arrow), and then casually threw it at the crow as if 
he was shooing it away. [But that piece of grass magically transmuted itself into a 
powerful missile and dashed at the crow to kill it.] (57). 

Then the crow became extremely terrified and ran for his life in all the worlds, 
but in vain. When he could not find any protection or succour anywhere, not even 
with Indra, his own father, or with Lord Brahma (the creator) or anyone else (58), he 
came and fell down at the feet of Lord Ram, petrified with fear. The Lord, who is a 
fountainhead of mercy, grace and compassion, saw the crow lying at his feet, seeking 
grace and mercy. The Lord said (59)— 


aieitadraoadq A gD Gor | 
Ao GcdI si: Hie vd uloudrorfu Il £oll 
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Susi faet anfararoff As 2r: | 

So Moe Ass Year AAAA I £2 
ofa cai afe sonf RAAY 2902: | 
PRELA surge ASH AAAS il £211 


amoghametadastram me datvaikaksimito vraja | 
savyam dattva gatah kaka evam paurusavanapi ıı 6011 
upeksate kimartham mamidanim so'pi raghavah | 
hanümanapi tamaha $rutva sitanubhasitam i 611 

devi tvam yadi janati sthitamatra raghüttamah | 
karisyati ksanadbhasma lankam raksasamanditam i 6211 


60-62. 'My weapon is infallible. So sacrifice one of your eyes, and then go away from 
here'. [To wit, since the Lord's arrow cannot go to waste once it is shot, it must hit at 
some target. But the Lord spared Jayant's life by taking out one of his eyes.] 

Then that crow gave (offered) its left eye to be hit by the arrow, and then went 
away from there. 

This incident shows how powerful, manly, gallant and resourceful the Lord is 
(60). 

This being the case, why is Raghav (Lord Ram) neglecting me now; why does 
he seem to be indifferent and apathetic towards me and my sufferings now? [To wit, 
at that time the Lord took immediate action to punish the wicked crow, but why is he 
delaying to punish this wicked demon Ravana now? I feel confounded.]' 

Hearing these remorseful words of Sita, Hanuman replied reassuringly (61), 
'Oh goddess! As soon as the most exalted of the Raghus (Lord Sri Ram) comes to 
know of your whereabouts, then he will not waste time to turn to ashes (burn) this 
Lanka which is infested with demons. [But the problem till now was that the Lord was 
unaware of where you are. This problem has now been solved. So have some more 
patience; wait for some more time before the Lord comes here and burns the city of 
Lanka to avenge the misery caused to you by its demon inhabitants.] (62). 


olloicbl YS ci dct Hel cd AeBRASAZ: | 
arfcrsqgarau: Ad TORIY ATEM: II £31l 
geai agado Geel YAAGA | 
ASACGLASHIA FAAATA I Evil 


janaki praha tam vatsa katham tvam yotsyase'suraih | 
atisuksmavapuh sarve vānarāśca bhavadrsah ıı 631 
śrutvā tadvacanam devyai pūrvarūpamadarśayat ı 
merumandarasankasam raksoganavibhisanam ıı 6411 


63-64. Janki said, 'Oh son (vatsa)! You have a very diminutive form (i.e. your body 
is so small and of a miniature size). How will you then fight the colossus demons? All 
other monkeys must be small like you, aren't they?’ (63). 
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Hearing these words of Sita that manifested her lingering doubts about him 
and his ability to take on the might of the ferocious demons, Hanuman showed his 
original form that was of a colossal dimension; a form whose size was as large and 
expansive as the huge legendary mountains known as Meru and Mandrachal. This 
form could indeed create great terror and instill fear among the demons! (64). 


[Note—'The huge size of his body which Hanuman showed Sita far exceeded that of 
the greatest of the demon warriors. Sita judged that when any of the mightiest of the 
demons would stand before Hanuman, the former would be dwarfed by the latter. 

To wit, for all practical purposes, it would look as if Hanuman was the 
Gulliver standing tall, almost touching the sky overhead, in the land of the Lilliputian 
demons. If the need arose, Hanuman would have to simply expand his body, lift his 
foot, and put it down on the ground again, crushing and making a pulp of hundreds 
and thousands of demons underfoot at once. ] 


Ea 2Ílar solsiod AARAA | 

sùo ASAIfavel ure A PAPERA II EVI 
Washi AERA GRA cdi ASIAA | 
AsRRA Wai: Use sews AMAP Gas Il SEI 


drstva sita hanumantam mahaparvatasannibham | 

harsena mahatavista praha tam kapikufAjaram ıı 6511 
samartho'si mahasattva draksyanti tvam mahabalam | 
raksasyaste subhah pantha gaccha ramantikam drutam ıı 6611 


65-66. Seeing Hanuman as huge as a great mountain, Sita felt extremely reassured, 
glad and happy. She said to him, who was the best amongst the monkeys 
(kapikufijaram) (65), 'Oh truly great and powerful one (mahasattva)! You are really 
very potent and able (samartho'si). Alright, now you must immediately go away 
from here, and proceed to Lord Sri Ram with haste. Otherwise, these great 
demonesses who are lying asleep all around here shall find out about you and create a 
great ruckus, throwing the secret plan out of gear. I bless you and wish you a happy 
journey; make haste your departure from here. Let your path be obstacle-free and 
happy for you' (66). 


gafra: PÙ: Ys celorrcurvr AA | 

aifereerfcr wet: adaa evel Berd 3t II Sul 
Ap: A SARI ARICA wei PÙ: | 
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bubhuksitah kapih praha dar$anatparanam mama I 
bhavisyati phalaih sarvaistava drstau sthitairhi me ii 6711 
tathetyuktah sa janakya bhaksayitva phalam kapih | 
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tatah prasthapito'gacchajjanakim pranipatya sah | 
kificiddüramatho gatva svatmanyevanvacintayat ıı 6811 


67-68. The Kapi (Hanuman) was very hungry. So he said, 'I have already had your 
Darshan (holy sight). Now I have to break my fast by eating the fruits which I see on 
the trees all around you' (67). 

Then, when the daughter of Janak (Sita) gave her consent, Hanuman ate those 
fruits, took leave of her after bowing reverentially before her, and departed from 
there . 

When he had gone some distance, he thought to himself (68)— 


[Note—'We must note here that this conversation between Sita and Hanuman was 
held in a very hush-hush tone, virtually in a soft murmur as if some great secret and 
confidential matter of the greatest importance is being discussed between two 
individuals in such a low voice that no third person can hear anything about what is 
being said. The proof of this is that the many female demon guards who lay sleeping 
around Sita (apropos Canto 2, verse no. 55 herein above) could not have any inkling 
of what was going on; they were totally ignorant of Hanuman's visit to Sita.] 


aprerielamerdit gar: zaríiraorertfaarer: | 
soultMmPdGHTduleal vcs ud A: I| £ell 
SIAS ftpPagodcd Meal EARI WAV | 
AFH A cidit AAGA quimeerast II Voll 


karyarthamagato dutah svamikaryavirodhatah | 
anyatkificidasampadya gacchatyadhama eva sah ıı 6911 
ato'ham kificidanyacca krtva drstvatha ravanam | 
sambhasya ca tato ramadarsanartham vrajamyaham i 701 


69-70. 'A messenger—who comes to do his Lord's work, and having done the main 
part of the assigned job, returns without doing some peripheral work that is deemed to 
part of the mission and crucial for its complete success (because it is understood that 
without doing this little ancillary or subsidiary work the main mission would not be 
fully accomplished, although such extra little piece of work was not specifically 
outlined by the Lord as he thought it best to leave the finer details of the project to the 
discretion and wisdom of his intelligent messenger)—then such a messenger is not 
regarded as being fully competent and wise (for he has left something undone, which, 
if he had done it, would have lend shine to the successful accomplishment of the 
mission) (69). 

Hence, I must also do something extra. I must meet Ravana and have a talk 
with him (to try to find out if some amicable way can be had out of this log-jam so 
that bloodshed can be avoided if possible, and Sita can be restored to Lord Ram 
without further problems). 

After that I will go back to see (meet) Lord Sri Ram" (70). 


[Note—'Hanuman thought to himself, “Lord Ram has sent me on a mission. And 
what is the main objective of the mission? From what I understand, it is to free Sita 
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from the clutches of these evil demons on the one hand, and to punish them for this 
evil deed on the other hand. If Ravana is persuaded to give Sita back without the use 
of force, so much the better as it would avoid a bloody war and a lot of bloodshed. I 
am sure that if he surrenders and makes peace with the Lord, the Lord, being merciful, 
forgiving and compassionate, is sure to spare his life; and even if the Lord decides to 
punish him, it would be very mild. 

In case Ravana decides to refuse to give Sita and surrender himself, but to 
confront the Lord, and in which case we are sure to launch a fierce no-holds-barred 
military campaign against the demons, then let me show him a sample of what is in 
store for the future of Lanka and its inhabitants once the assault comes. Let me do 
something in Lanka which would showcase the might of Lord Ram’s army. 

Further, personally I am so excessively angry with Ravana, after what I have 
witnesses of his treatment of Sita, that I can’t resist myself from taking severe revenge 
upon him. If I go back without humiliating Ravana, I will not be able to rest in peace. 

There is another plus point in doing something spectacular in Lanka before I 
leave; especially something that would shake the very foundation of the confidence of 
the demon army, which thinks itself to be invincible and mighty, and also to break its 
morale, as well as instill a general psyche of great fear and horror of the impending 
calamity in the populace of Lanka, so that, one, they would desist from tormenting 
Sita any more out of suspicion that I am somewhere around the corner, observing 
their behaviour, and I would not only protect Sita but also wreak vengeance upon 
anyone who disturbs her, and second, half of the war would already been won even 
before our troops actually land on the soil of Lanka, because an army whose morale is 
broken and confidence shaken, like the demon army would be if I manage to create 
utter chaos and havoc in Lanka right under the nose of the demons, it is definitely a 
defeated army! 

Then surely I would be in a position to give a complete picture to the Lord. 
The main objective of the Lord is to free Sita from the clutches of Ravana, so 
therefore if I can find some way for it by discussing the matter with Ravana 
beforehand, and judge what his attitude is, then it would be so much the easier for the 
Lord to decide the next course of his action. If war is inevitable, my actions now 
would demoralize the demon army completely. 

So I think that if I go back with just the news that I had been able to meet Sita 
and have information about her whereabouts, and doing nothing else, then I think it 
would be a job half done. So let me complete the mission.”’] 


sfct OUAI Hola ASRAVSTol_ ASIACH: | 
3curczreiaaíoroi AAPAN Il 2 I 
UAlAIssYAool CAAA qoi 9IovI AHR A: | 
3culesTod faftot eea Asie: I1 Veil 
UCL Soll PISA arorrpfersq;e: 11931 


iti niScitya manasa vrksakhandan mahabalah | 
utpatyasokavanikam nirvrksamakarotksanat i 711 
sita" $rayanagam tyaktva vanam $ünyam cakara sah | 
utpatayantam vipinam drstva raksasayositah ıı 7211 
aprcchan janakim ko'sau vanarakrtirudbhatah 117311 
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71-73. Having decided so, he who was very valiant, strong, courageous and powerful 
(i.e. Hanuman) started uprooting all the trees of the Ashok grove, and very quickly he 
completely ruined the garden (71). 

Leaving untouched the tree under which Sita was sitting, he laid to waste the 
entire garden. Seeing him destroying the magnificent royal grove, the demonesses, 
who were till now in deep slumber, suddenly woke up due to the commotion, and, 
dazed as they were, half asleep and half awake, they were totally confounded at the 
sudden development and the unexpected sight of a stranger, an intruder (i.e. of 
Hanuman). They asked Sita, 'Who is this formidable warrior in the form of a 
monkey?" (72-73). 


sroga | 

HAI Ud olloffod AM Uso ars | 
olIa3loi fon G:aoNDPAAIpPcH II evil 
scyorcdísd ocd Asal mS: | 
SAA Da Ad WAV AARO I| VII 


janakyuvaca | 

bhavatya eva jananti mayam raksasanirmitam | 
nahamenam vijanami duhkhasokasamakula i 7411 
ityuktastvaritam gatva raksasyo bhayapiditah | 
hanumata krtam sarvam ravanaya nyavedayan ıı 751 


74-75. Sita replied, 'Only you can know about this demonic, illusive, deceitful trick 
(that the demons, especially Ravana has been playing upon me to scare and torment 
me). What do I know about it because I am already suffering from extreme miseries, 
tormented with my own sorrows and anguish, and am confounded and overwhelmed 
with perplexity myself to pay attention to anyone who has entered this garden? ' 

[To wit, it is your duty to know who enters and leaves this garden. Hasn’t 
Ravana appointed you to guard me and keep a watch out for all intruders? Why do 
you ask me; take care of your own safety now, for tell me, what answer would you 
give to Ravana when he asks you this same question: “who is this intruder whom you 
allowed to enter the garden under your watch”. I am too occupied with my own 
problems to bother about anything else. So don’t ask me who this monkey is. I didn’t 
pay attention to him as I think he is some demon in disguise sent by Ravana to tease 
me.]' (74). 

When Sita said this, the terrified demonesses hurried to Ravana and told him 
all about the deeds of Hanuman? (75). 


[Note— Sita has deftly tried to conceal Hanuman's identity and the fact that they have 
already met and chalked out a plan for Lord Ram's invasion of Lanka to free her. It 
should also be noted that, as far as Sita could tell, Hanuman had taken her leave and 
was on his way to meet Lord Ram as is very clear from verse nos. 67-68. 

His return to destroy the Ashok grove was an after-thought, and Sita could not 
be aware of it. Hanuman had not sought her permission to wreck havoc on Lanka. 
That was his own decision and a sort of personal agenda; Sita was not a party to it. 


804 


Hence, she was not lying when she denied any knowledge of what was happening. 
She rightly thought that the demons have staged this drama to make her shiver in fear 
of the potential of a terrible calamity which was about to unfold in the immediate 
environs of her habitat. This would terrorise her sufficiently to succumb to Ravana’s 
wishes. 


^What did the demonesses tell Ravana? The next verse nos. 76-77 answer this 
question. ] 


od dfireaarardt Topless | 
aen AS Asal MADAD sive | 
IUII RIRIS srotrídrafdzaosr: 1 VSI 


uramro2fàrr: Aal gra add af3erarr | 


AHA quieren AAAG ASISYera | VVI 


deva ka$cinmahasattvo vanarakrtidehabhrt | 

sitaya saha sambhasya hyasokavanikam ksanat | 

utpatya caityaprasadam babhafijamitavikramah ıı 7611 
prasadaraksinah sarvan hatva tatraiva tasthivan | 
tacchrutva turnamutthaya vanabhangam maha'priyam i 7711 


76-77. 'Oh Lord! A very brave, majestic and powerful creature in the form of a 
monkey has talked with Sita, and has uprooted the Ashok grove almost as if in an 
instant. This mighty and valiant creature has also broken the building (the main 
pavilion)’ of the garden (76). 

He has killed all its sentries and guards, and presently he is still sitting right 
there, in a defiant mood". 

As soon as Ravana heard the most unpleasant news of the destruction of the 
garden-forest which was very dear to him (77)— 


[Note— It is clear from the report of these female demon guards that though they 
were apparently sleeping, at least some of them only pretended to sleep but were 
actually awake at the time Hanuman was talking with Sita. But they could not hear 
what was being said; they could only see them talking with each other. 

So why did they not immediately get up when they saw a stranger talking with 
Sita? There are two plausible answers: one is that those who woke up decided to 
pretend to keep sleeping so that they can quietly hear the proceedings and then report 
the entire conversation to Ravana, who would be very glad with them and reward 
them for this information, and second, they were so terrified on seeing a stranger with 
an unconventional form with which they were unacquainted, reminding them of the 
horrifying dream of Trijata which she had told them a little while ago (apropos Canto 
2, verse nos. 49-54), that they chose to keep still and lie like someone lost in deep 
sleep; they feared that this stranger would pounce upon them and strangle them to 
death if he finds out that they have woken up and discovered him. 

When this most unexpected bit of news was conveyed to Ravana, he was so 
stunned that he was out of his wits altogether for he could not think of even asking 
these guards a very basic but pertinent question: “What were they doing when this 
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intruder entered the garden, why did they not raise an alarm; why did they allow him 
to go out of the garden unchallenged; and why did they keep quiet during the time he 
met Sita, went out, and then returned to unleash havoc in the garden, what were they 
doing in the meantime? What were the other male demon guards doing; why did they 
not call out for immediate help?” 


*The word used in the text is *caityaprasadam", which literally means a building 
that looks like a 'shrine'. It was perhaps a shrine of the deity of the demons which 
Ravana worshipped. Hanuman had destroyed its outer structure of the building, but he 
did not disturb its inner chambers, the sanctum sanctorum, where the idol of the deity 
was installed. As to the question if it is proper to destroy any shrine of whatever deity 
it was dedicated to, the answer is that if some evil Spirit, say a devil or satan, is 
worshipped by a person who himself is devilish in nature, like Ravana in this case, 
and who does not believe in the ‘true God’, then no sin befalls on a faithful who 
believes in this ‘true God’ if he denounces such evil practices. 

Besides that, it was a time just preceding a war, and this deity installed in the 
shrine, if it was indeed a ‘shrine’ in the first place, was the object of worship of 
demons, the evil and sinful creatures, so, if after taking due precaution not to disturb 
the main idol and its sanctum chamber, the outer structur of the building, such as its 
courtyard, hall, rooms etc. were demolished by Hanuman, there was no great sin or 
unrightousness done. 

Hanuman had no idea what that building was; it had no external signs of a 
sacred place, like that of a temple. From its appearance it looked like a citadel meant 
to be a rest house or a pavilion, a place for pleasure and enjoying the garden. 


?The reader would note that there is a clear difference in the way this episode of 
“Hanuman eating fruits of the Ashok garden and ruining it" has been described in the 
two scriptures we are quoting for the purpose of our own narration, viz. Adhyatma 
Ramayan and Ram Charit Manas. Whereas in Adhyatma Ramayan, which we are 
currently reading, Hanuman had eaten fruits quietly and had taken leave of Sita to 
return back to Lord Ram, but had second thoughts on the way, returned to the garden, 
and then started destroying it (apropos: verse nos. 68-71), while in Ram Charit Manas 
he had destroyed the garden directly, in the very first instance, while he was eating 
fruits (apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes 
Doha no. 18). 

Secondly, in Adhyatma Ramayan we read that it were the female demon 
guards who had rushed to inform Ravana about the developments (apropos: verse no. 
75), whereas in Ram Charit Manas it were the few male sentries, who had somehow 
escaped being beaten or killed by Hanuman, who rushed to tell Ravana that the 
garden has been ruined (apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line nos. 
2-6 that precede Doha no. 18). 

Thirdly, in Adhyatma Ramayan we read that Hanuman had also destroyed 
some of the buildings in the garden (apropos: verse no. 76), but in Ram Charit Manas 
no such thing is mentioned.] 


fosHrol Queriamar ford 2reraníera: | 
forsroordcergramoueramocdaif3era: I Vil 
SAAOL WAAR cile acde3ranrer: | 
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kinkaran presayamasa niyutam raksasadhipah | 
nibhagnacaityaprasadaprathamantarasamsthitah 11 7811 
hanuman parvatakaro lohastambhakrtayudhah | 
kificillangülacalano raktasyo bhisanakrtih 1 791 


78-79. The king of the demons (Ravana) immediately dispatched a large number of 
attendants (soldiers). Here in the garden in the meantime, Hanuman was sitting in the 
forecourt of the broken pavilion (78). 

He had assumed a huge mountain-like colossus form by that time. He used the 
broken iron pillar of the pavilion as his club or baton (and waited in ambush for the 
soldiers to arrive). His tail was slowly waving to and fro menacingly, while his face 
was reddened with anger, and his countenance was formidably terrifying’ (79). 


[Note—'Hanuman waited in anticipation for the arrival of troops. He picked up a 
huge iron pillar of the citadel which he would use as a mace, a sort of a battering ram, 
if he is attacked by the demons. His anger and eagerness to give a fight is evident 
from his erect tail that was swaying menacingly, the red colour of his face, and his 
general appearance of someone seething with anger and ready to strike back at his 
adversary at the first opportunity. ] 


arudod HERISd ASRI Got A: | 

JPR Risa d yea A 31218819121 II coll 
SAAC ECA ASR trpí | 
foroi£orfdfarere gia: ARIRE II c 9 
AA 3ceIRI EJA AGW Ado: | 
Pun sonda aroroorfora MIT: i cll 


āpatantam mahasangham raksasanam dadarśa sah | 
cakara simhanadam ca $rutva te mumuhurbhrsam ıı 8011 
hanumantamatho drstva raksasa bhisanakrtim i 
nirjaghnurvividhastraughaih sarvaraksasaghatinam ıı 8111 
tata utthaya hanuman mudgarena samantatah | 
nispipesa ksanadeva ma$akaniva yüthapah ıı 8211 


80-82. Seeing that a huge army of demons has arrived, Hanuman made a loud roar 
like that of an angry lion which made all the entire demon warriors stunned and 
stupefied with fear (80). 

Then seeing Hanuman—who was the slayer of all demons, and who had a 
colossus body—the demons shot various types of weapons at him (81). 

Then, just as a great king of the elephants would easily crush or grind 
underfoot countless mosquitoes to pulp, Hanuman immediately pressed and crushed 
them all by his baton, which in this case was the iron pillar of the demolished pavilion 
(apropos: verse no. 79) (82). 
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for&ciror PFPA, Year War: eprerafezsar: | 
wa Borudieag Quem gataror II c3ll 
Soot Aol Adiccissassiol Also | 
dd: BH Afogualol Quern AA A: II evil 


nihatan kinkaran $rutva ravanah krodhamürcchitah | 
pafica senapatimstatra presayamasa durmadan ıı 831 
hanümanapi tan sarvamllohastambhena cahanat | 

tatah kruddho mantrisutan presayamasa sapta sah 1 8411 


83-84. Hearing the death of his servants (soldiers), Ravana became mad with anger; 
he literally he fainted out of shock and anger (“ravanah krodhamürcchitah"). He 
sent five of his most talented and virtually invincible commanders (83). 

Hanuman killed all of them in a moment with his iron rod. After that, he 
(Ravana) sent seven of his ministers’ sons (84). 


3rrorarorfü Ao Aadio, udagror29qa: | 
Suo: AÀ Sed AeA ARA: i en 
udzerrorgrí9jevr Yettetor 2rgrror ferar: | 
Ad SNA Acidlol PARISA: YAI Il EI 


agatanapi tan sarvan purvavadvanaresvarah | 
ksanannihsesato hatva lohastambhena marutih ıı 8511 
purvasthanamupasritya pratiksan raksasan sthitah | 
tato jagama balavan kumaro'ksah pratapavan ıı 8611 


85-86. The king of monkeys, the son of the wind god (Hanuman) killed all of them in 
an instant with the iron pillar, as soon as they arrived there (85). 

Then he sat at his earlier perch, waiting in ambush for others to come. 

Then Akshaya Kumar, the strong, valiant and famed prince (who was a son of 
Ravana), himself came to the site of action (86). 


AA EA ECPI 212182: | 
IPARA sfeol AGW ASA I cul 
&cdI AALi AY aci Ad AHR A: II cell 


tamutpapata hanumān drstvakase samudgarah | 
gaganattvarito murdhni mudgarena vyatadayat ıı 8711 
hatva tamaksam nih$esam balam sarvam cakara sah ıı 8811 


808 


87-88. Seeing him, Hanuman took his baton and immediately flew high up in the sky. 
From there, he threw that iron pillar with a great force on his (Akshaya Kumar’s) head 
(87). 

In this way he killed Akshaya Kumar and also removed all traces of his forces 
(by crushing them all simultaneously with the same iron pillar) (88). 


dd: Ya PARA Ae WAFS: | 

aldol asdifate soguidRagdicl il cell 

Qd SIRE ag agreed ugar Ry: | 

&cdI AAAA Aged SoRen ASAPH Soll 


tatah Srutva kumarasya vadham raksasapungavah | 
krodhena mahatavista indrajetaramabravit 11 891 
putra gacchamyaham tatra yatraste putraha ripuh | 
hatva tamathava baddhva anayisyami te'ntikam 119011 


89-90. Hearing of the death of the prince (Akshaya Kumar), the lord of the demons 
(Ravana) became very angry, and he said to Indrajeet (who was also known as 
Meghnad, Ravana's other son) (89), 'Oh son! I am going to where my enemy is, the 
one who has killed my son, and I shall either kill him or tie him and bring him to you' 
(90). 


sogforfcud» ura Ceol eia» ASIST | 

all Red feparel cq amar g:Rad aa: I1 921l 
SgEdISSoltel Ga AIA dior: AUNA: | 
SAA WHS ANg fda: Il 921! 


indrajitpitaram praha tyaja Sokam mahamate | 

mayi sthite kimartham tvam bhasase duhkhitam vacah i 9111 
baddhva"nesye drutam tata vanaram brahmapasatah | 
ityuktva rathamaruhya raksasairbahubhirvrtah i1 9211 


91-92. Indrajeet said to his father, 'Oh my wise, intelligent and great father 
(mahamate)! Stop lamenting and feeling remorseful in this way. Why do you say 
such sorrowful words, full of anguish and grief, when I am here to serve your 
majesty? (91). 

I shall soon bring that monkey to you, tied in the ‘Brahmapash'’. [You need 
not go there for this simple thing.]' 

Saying this he boarded a chariot, and accompanied (and surrounded) by 
countless demons, he went to face Hanuman (92). 


[Note— The Brahma-pash is a powerful weapon that, when shot, ties its victim in a 
snare from which it is virtually impossible to escape. It was granted to Meghnad by 
the creator Brahma, and hence it gets its name from the latter. It is a magical weapon, 
activated by use of Mantras that are special formulas employed to deploy certain 
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weapons that only a handful gods are entitled to use. This weapon previously 
belonged to Brahma, and hence it was exclusive to him; but now it was in the hands 
of Meghnad. When activated, this weapon could tie its victim without killing him; it 
was regarded as being infallible, and could not be countered. | 


SPIA TUG ase dizfacer: | 
adiskid gral «aser dietaror II 931l 
seul aÀ sr»carfora AKA: | 

ddl yaori ARI good forcflarad: I1 evil 
fàgear are PR IgA N: Yo: | 
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jagama vayuputrasya samipam viravikramah | 
tato'tigarjitam $rutva stambhamudyasya viryavan ıı 9311 
utpapata nabhodesam garutmaniva marutih | 

tato bhramantam nabhasi hanümantam $Silimukhaih i 941 
viddhva tasya Sirobhagamisubhi$castabhih punah | 
hrdayam padayugalam sadbhirekena valadhim ıı 951 
bhedayitva tato ghoram simhanadamathakarot | 
tato'tiharsaddhanuman stambhamudyasya viryavan i 961 


93-96. That most valiant and brave one (i.e. Meghnad) went near the son of the wind 
god (Hanuman). Then the brave and courageous one (Hanuman)—who had the iron 
pillar in his hands—heard him (Meghnad) roar very loudly (93). 

The son of the wind god flew into the sky like the bird ‘Garud’ (the legendary 
bird that is the mount of Lord Vishnu; here meaning “Hanuman flew up in the sky 
very swiftly"). Seeing Hanuman moving in the sky, Meghnad (94) shot eight arrows 
aimed to strike at his head. Then he aimed six more arrows at Hanuman—one at his 
heart, two at both his feet, and one at his tail (95). 

Then he (Meghnad) roared thunderously like a lion. The manly, brave and 
valorous Hanuman lifted his iron pillar delightfully (to strike once again at Meghnad) 
(96). 


SA ARS Bed et ARo | 
AAS WAG Als! ASIA: || 901i 
ole FSIRGAIGR AEA RYNA | 
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jaghana sarathim sa$vam ratham cacürnayatksanat | 
tato'nyam rathamadaya meghanado mahabalah ıı 9711 
Sighram brahmastramadaya baddhva vanarapungavam | 
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ninaya nikatam rajno ravanasya mahabalah ıı 981 


97-98. He quickly (Hanuman) killed Indrajeet's charioteer and crushed his chariot, 
along with its horses, reducing them to dust. Then Meghnad, who was very brave and 
strong, immediately mounted a second chariot (97). 

Peeved and exasperated as this humiliation, Meghnad tied the most exalted of 
the monkeys (Hanuman) in the snare of the Brahmpash (apropos of verse no. 92), and 
then took him as a captive to the king (to Ravana) (98). 


RA oA Add oiufocd ASMAA SIOA | 
Yel Ud Ryge ccu afod wifeziasia ÍNA i geil 


yasya nama satatam japanti ye'jAanakarmakrtabamdhanam ksanat | 
sadya eva parimucya tatpadam yanti kotiravibhasuram sivam ıı 9911 


99. By constantly repeating Lord Sri Ram's divine and holy Name, which is very 
potent and powerful, the devotee is able to instantaneously cut through the snare 
created by the virtue of ignorance, worldly delusions, and the cumulative effect of the 
various deeds done and actions taken by him in this life 
(ye'jfianakarmakrtabamdhanam). 

Having thus broken free from this shackle that tie him to the world of 
transmigration, the devotee is able to attain emancipation and salvation for his self; he 
attains the most exalted state of blessedness, beatitude and felicity. It is an excellent 
state of existence that is most glorious and pure, and it is as splendorous and radiant 
as millions of suns shining together (99). 


Aad WeRA UGJ 2161 EAA YIAN amo: | 
udd PARAHA: fc aer MARRY ola: II lool 


tasyaiva ramasya padambujam sada hrtpadmamadhye sunidhaya marutih | 
sadaiva nirmuktasamastabandhanah kim tasya paSairitaraiSca bandhanaih ıı 
10011 


100. The lotus-like feet of that same Lord, Sri Ram (the glory of whose name is 
eulogized in verse no. 99 herein above), is always enshrined by the son of the wind 
god (Hanuman) in the centre (core) of his lotus-like heart, and he always remembers 
the Lord. By doing so, he is eternally free from all the shackles/fetters/snares/knots 
etc. [To wit, Hanuman is eternally free from all sorts of fetters that tie an ordinary 
creature to this mundane and delusory world consisting of the cycle of 
transmigration—because he is an ardent devotee of Lord Ram, has the image of the 
Lord enshrined in the temple symbolized by his lotus-like heart, and he remembers 
the Lord and keeps on repeating his holy Name every moment of his life. ] 

This being the case, say then, what can ever happen to him (Hanuman) by this 
ordinary Brahma-pash, or for that matter, from any other snare? 
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[To wit, no snare in this world is strong enough to be able to trap Hanuman. If 
he had wanted, he could have easily overcome the Brahma-pash and remain free. So 
why was he caught? Verily indeed, he voluntarily allowed himself to be caught by the 
Brahma-pash because he had other plans in his mind, and to implement these plans it 
was necessary to get caught so that he would be brought face to face with Ravana, 
giving him a chance to have a dialogue with him (apropos: verse no. 70 herein above). 
Besides this, he thought it wise to honour the dignity and majesty of this unique 
weapon as it primarily belonged to the creator Brahma, and to defy it would be 
tantamount to showing disrespect to Brahma.] (100) 


set AGERIA SAASALAAIG YooLD WS 
eile: Bol: I 311 


iti Srimadadhyatmaramayane umamahesvarasamvade sundarakande 
trtiyah sargah i 311 


Thus ends Canto 3 of Sundar Kand of Adhyatma Ramayan that narrates the 
conversation between Lord Shiva and his consort Uma. 


7.2.4: Adhyatma Ramayan, Sundar Kand, Canto 4: 


The heated dialogue between Hanuman and Ravana; the Burning of 
Lanka:- 


I| arret: Ber: II 


oftararód Sard | 


Mod plog yauleidotiol facileaod orem? faar | 
3rarserogif&caci: JOU: ular AARIA SIAJA II LI 


i|! caturthah sargah i 
Srimahadeva uvaca | 


yantam kapindram dhrtapasabandhanam vilokayantam nagaram vibhitavat | 
atadayanmustitalaih sukopanah paurah samantadanuyanta Iksitum i 111 


1. Lord Shiva said—'Oh Parvati! When the lord of the monkeys (Hanuman) was 
passing through the city, pretending to be terrified and utterly scared after being 
captured and tied by the Brahmpash (by Meghnad, though actually he wasn’t at all 
afraid of the demons), he looked around the city and its inhabitants. The citizens, 
when they heard of the news, assembled from all over the city, from every corner of 
it, to have a glimpse of the mysterious captive. The crowd that gathered followed 
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Hanuman, mocking and jeering at him; they scorned at him, and angrily punched him 
with their clenched fists (1). 


GEAR GAS SARIAN Deal Oe FSAI ACA | 
sIIcdI soda PoR sel Praa I ell 


brahmāstramenam ksanamatrasangamam krtvā gatam brahmavarena 
satvaram ı 


jfiatva hanūmānapi phalgurajjubhirdhrto yayau kāryaviśeşagauravāt ıı 211 


2. The ‘Brahmastra’ (the special weapon of Brahma given to Meghnad by him; both 
Brahmastra and Brahmpash are the same thing; they are synonyms) had, however, 
only touched the body of Hanuman for only a fraction of a second, and then it went 
back to Brahma, the creator, because of the boons the latter had given to Hanuman. 

Inspite of being aware of it (that he is immune to any harm from Brahma’s 
weapon), Hanuman (voluntarily) remained tied by humble ropes? for the greater cause 
that he had determined to do, in a most dramatic manner, for Lord Sri Ram (2). 


[Note—'Brahma, the creator, had given a boon to Hanuman that his weapons will not 
have any effect on him—refer: Valmiki Ramayan, Uttar Kand, Canto 36, verse no. 21. 
Brahma had also prophesized that during the war with Ravana and the demon army at 
Lanka, Hanuman would perform miraculous deeds that would have no parallel in this 
creation, he would not suffer from any great injury during the war, and his actions to 
accomplish Lord Ram’s mission successfully would be lauded and eulogized 
throughout the world for all times to come—refer: Valmiki Ramayan, Uttar Kand, 
Canto 36, verse nos. 22-25. 


?To wit, Hanuman could have very easily broken free from the ropes, but he preferred 
to remain ensnared in a humble and frightened way, as if he was out of his wits, for 
there were bigger things at stake, and he would get ample opportunities a little later on 
to show that nothing can keep him tied against his will. For sooth, he would soon 
break free from this snare, and show his dexterity and stupendous muscle power by 
burning Lanka. 

In verse no. 14 herein below, Hanuman clearly tells Ravana that he was fully 
aware that the Brahmpash had no power to capture him, yet he still preferred to get 
himself caught by it so that he can have an opportunity to come to his court and have 
a direct interview with him so that he can advise the latter about what was good for 
him. ] 


ARERR 4 WAR ci P forense ARRA | 
Hl HA FSAI Alok: 213 T9rcilsolor SAI AER: I BII 


sabhantarasthasya ca ravanasya tam puro nidhayaha balarijittada | 
baddho maya brahmavarena vanarah samagato'nena hata mahasurah ıı 311 
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3. Then Indrajeet (literally one who has forcibly conquered Indra; Meghnad) took him 
(Hanuman) to the court of Ravana, and said, 'I have brought this monkey tied up by 
the powers of the boon given to me by Brahma (i.e. by using the *Brahmpash'"). This 
is the fellow who has killed many of our brave warriors (3). 


agag ferant agade or citfeoat aft: | 
ad facials A ARAR: qao RAAKA I vil 


yaduktamatrarya vicarya mantribhirvidhiyatamesa na laukiko harih | 
tato vilokyaha sa raksase$varah prahastamagre sthitamafijanadribham ıı 411 


4. Consult with your ministers and decide what to do with him, for he is no ordinary 
monkey (na laukiko harih). 

[Father, decide what punishment should be given to him, and what course of 
action is to be adopted with respect to him. Remember that he is not an ordinary 
monkey who has entered Lanka by mistake; for no ordinary monkey would ever have 
been able to single-handedly kill my brave brother Akshaya Kumar as well as the 
troop of demons that was sent to capture him. Surely, there is certainly something 
very serious and sinister concerning this intruder. I have a hunch that he is definitely a 
spy of our enemy, and one who has great strength. So, once we have managed to lay 
our hands upon him, let's make the best of it.]' 

Then the king of the demons (Ravana) looked at Prahasta (one of his senior 
ministers); he had a dark complexion like that of the Kajjal mountain’, and he was 
sitting right in the front. 

Ravana said to Prahasta (4)— 


[Note— The word *Kajjal" means a black paste made of soot and oil that is applied to 
the eyelids as an ointment. The “mountain of Kajjal" that Prahasta resembled implies 
that he had a huge dark body. | 


Jed YBARRA fester: fea PRİ PaA ea TOR: | 
qoi fcparel ape fdorforci sar: PPAT AA ASIA AIII VII 


prahasta prcchainamasau kimagatah kimatra karyam kuta eva vanarah | 
vanam kimartham sakalam vinasitam hatah kimartham mama raksasa balat ıı 
5II 


5. 'Oh Prahasta! Ask this monkey why has he come here? What work or purpose does 
he have here? Where has he come from? Why has he ruined my whole garden? And 
why has he killed all my demon warriors so mercilessly and ruthlessly?' (5). 


dd: YEA SAARA, ugca cot ysis rog | 
ae d À ARG ANARA arr Ace agzalRacRioRifeore# II SII 
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tatah prahasto hanumantamadarat papraccha kena prahito'si vanara | 
bhayam ca te mastu vimoksyase maya satyam vadasvakhilarajasannidhau ıı 
611 


6. Then Prahasta asked Hanuman very respectfully, 'Oh monkey! Who has sent you? 
Don't be afraid—tell everything truthfully before the emperor (Ravana). Then I shall 
set you free' (6). 


daátsfaeutcugorrcaroi Ru PRIS cile»qeruecoraet | 
ac YA WolleRicHell DAV Ws AIA TERS: |I VII 


tato'tiharsatpavanatmajo ripum niriksya lokatrayakantakasuram | 


vaktum pracakre raghunathasatkatham kramena ramam manasa 
smaranmuhuh ıı 71 


7. Then seeing his arch enemy, the demon (Ravana)—who was like a thorn for the 
three worlds! (i.e. the whole creation)—the son of the wind god (Hanuman) first 
invoked the grace of Lord Ram and remembered him in his heart, which made him 
feel extremely exhilarated and delighted (as he felt honoured to be doing the Lord's 
work for him, like a chosen one). Then he started to narrate the story of Lord 
Raghunath (Sri Ram) in a chronological order, in brief! (7)— 


[Note—'Ravana had wished to know who Hanuman was, and for what purpose had 
he come to Lanka. This is why Hanuman narrated the story of Lord Ram so that 
everything would be clear to Ravana.] 


WY Whe AMEY à 311221 GciseagiveleVea: | 
RIRIA eror Cae sell 3dolrenrr Bola AGIA: I cll 


$rnu sphutam devaganadyamitra he ramasya dito'hamasesahrtsthiteh | 
yasyakhilesasya hrtadhuna tvaya bharya svanasaya suneva saddhavih ıı 811 


8. Hanuman said, 'Oh the enemy of Gods (devaganadyamitra), listen clearly and 
attentively. Just as a dog steals the offerings of a fire sacrifice’, you have stealthily 
abducted the chaste wife of the ‘Lord of the entire universe’, Lord Sri Ram. 

I am his messenger, and I warn you that you have taken this ill-thought and ill- 
advised evil step that would prove to by your own ruin (8). 


[Note—'Even Sita had earlier alluded to this simile in Adhyatma Ramayan, Sundar 
Kand, Canto 2, verse no. 33. 


31 MASAI agod Bofadicfaciciea Aore | 
qpcdaoarulor forsra afo 2re[raararferufet apr AA I etl 
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sa raghavo'bhyetya matangaparvatam sugrivamaitrimanalasya sannidhau | 
krtvaikabanena nihatya valinam sugrivamevadhipatim cakara tam ıı 911 


9. That Raghav (i.e. Lord Ram, whom I have referred to just now) came to the Matang 
Mountain (i.e. to Kishkindha), and there he made friends with Sugriv with the sacred 
fire as a witness. He killed Baali with a single arrow, and made Sugriv the king of the 
monkeys (9). 


A donna Aerach araraciaterzereraotfefar: | 
Ud Brel AS crgatUlor ail: qaetursarisratsafemod Ii Voll 


sa vanaranamadhipo mahabali mahabalairvanarayüthakotibhih | 
ramena sardham saha laksmanena bhoh pravarsane'marsayuto'vatisthate ıı 
10i 


10. Presently, that great and valiant king of the monkeys (Sugriv), along with millions 
of other monkey commanders who are as manly, courageous and brave as him, and 
accompanied by Lord Ram and Laxman, are residing on the Prabarshan mountain’. 
They are very angry (at what you have done, and are ready to vent their wrath on you 
as soon as they possibly can) (10). 


[Note—'Sugriv had come to Prabarshan mountain along with his army commanders 
when Laxman had gone to fetch him from Kishkindha. Presently he was camping 
with Lord Ram and Laxman on Mt. Prabarshan, along with his commanders. That is 
why Hanuman said that they are residing on this mountain instead of Kishkindha. 
Refer: Adhyatma Ramayan, Kishkindha Kand, Canto 5, verse nos. 59-63—to Canto 6, 
verse nos. 1-19.] 


PAARA arare 3I9aor «RRA ARIA GÀ Sot | 
aedd: uqorrcaror: PA: war fdféregor 9rordo: AAA: Ii 9 91i 


saficoditastena mahahari$vara dharasutam margayitum di$o dasa | 
tatrahamekah pavanatmajah kapih sitam vicinvan sanakaih samagatah ıı 111 


11. He (Sugriv) has sent very senior and famed lords of the different groups of 
monkeys (i.e. the many chieftains of the monkey race who ruled over different parts 
of the extended kingdom of Kishkindha), along with their attendants and troops, in all 
the ten directions! in search of the daughter of the earth (Sita). 

Out of those monkeys, I am one, and I am the son of the wind god. While 
gradually searching for her, I have happened to come here (11). 


[Note—'The “ten directions” of the world are the following: north, north-east, east, 
south-east, south, south-west, west, north-west, zenith and nadir. This means that 
teams had been dispatched in all the directions of earth to search for Sita. 
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*Sita is called “the daughter of earth" (dharasutam) because she was found in a 
pitcher by her father Janak while he was clearing the field for the performance of a 
fire sacrifice. Refer: Adhyatma Ramayan, Baal Kand, Canto 6, verse nos. 58-60. ] 


Eel de UstUcigicidon 2flar Arao faorforcer | 
EVA AAISS WRI AAPA Al GoD, AARRE ii lell 


drsta maya padmapalasalocana sita kapitvadvipinam vinasitam | 
drstva tato'ham rabhasa samagatanmam hantukaman dhrtacapasayakan ıı 
121 


12. I have already seen the lotus-eyed Sita. Then I have destroyed the forest due to my 
inherent nature as a monkey. When I saw that the demons were coming towards me, 
armed with bows and arrows, and appeared eager to kill me (12)— 


dR SARA uf22fàrd au: fugit  satsRacefSort gait | 
JERU AER HI Ad: AAPA AoA: || 9 3il 


maya hataste pariraksitam vapuh priyo hi deho'khiladehinam prabho | 
brahmastrapasena nibadhya mam tatah samagamanmeghaninadanamakah ıı 
1311 


13. —Then I killed them to protect myself, because oh lord, a person’s body is dear to 
him, and every living being tries to defend himself if attacked. [To wit, if they hadn’t 
attacked me I wouldn’t have retaliated. It’s not my fault that they were killed while I 
was only trying to save myself. ] 

After that, this demon named Meghnad had tied me with the snare 
(Brahmpash) given to him by Brahma, and thereafter he brought me here as a prisoner 


(13). 


2urcda Hl genya: CAAA ori AAAA AANT | 
amas arg Sao fed Yawora: aurei: I evil 


sprstvaiva mam brahmavaraprabhavatah tyaktva gatam sarvamavaimi 
ravana | 


tathapyaham baddha ivagato hitam pravaktukamah karunarasardradhih i1 1411 


14. Oh Ravana! Though I knew fully well that this Brahma's weapon had gone back 
as soon as it had touched me (refer verse no. 2 above), I still came here tied in 
shackles just to tell you something concerning your own welfare and well-being out 


of my compassion and mercy for you. [I also wished to avoid unnecessary bloodshed 
if possible.] (14). 
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fari cite faded eife or ARË afeedfs avr | 
adi orfci siajferaiteraqast HengeicedociSdrer Sfo: I 6l 


vicarya lokasya vivekato gatim na raksasim buddhimupaihi ravana | 
daivim gatim samsrtimoksahaitukim samasrayatyantahitaya dehinah ıı 1511 


15. Oh Ravana! You must contemplate; you must ponder over the matter wisely, and 
think about the fate of all creatures in this mortal world of transmigration. 

Do not embrace demonic tendencies and do not follow evil inclinations of the 
mind. Instead, you must follow the path of righteousness and auspiciousness which 
leads all the creatures to the destination that would give them eternal peace and 
blessedness, the path that helps the creature to attain liberation and deliverance from 
the cycle of transmigration, a path that helps the creature to find emancipation and 
salvation for the soul (15). 


Cd GS Gis ARF: | 
dlcizceaggtsBr PREA: | 
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tvam brahmano hyuttamavam$asambhavah | 
paulastyaputro'si kuberabandhavah | 

dehatmabuddhyapi ca pa$ya raksaso 
nasyatmabuddhya kimu raksaso nahi ıı 161 


16. [Look at the great and illustrious family to which you belong.] You have taken 
birth in the most exalted clan descending directly from Lord Brahma, the creator (i.e. 
you are a Brahmin by birth). You are a son of Visrawa, who is the son of sage 
Pulastya (i.e. you are the grandson of sage Pulastya). Further, you are a brother of 
Kuber (the treasurer of Gods). 

Hence, you are not a true *demon' even by the virtue of your birth, genealogy 
or relationships. 

[To wit, since your grandfather and father are great and renowned sages, your 
birth can never be said to be like an ordinary demon who is born from demon parents. 
Your brother is the treasurer of the Gods; hence you have a god as a sibling. Then 
why do you consider yourself a ‘demon’ and act like one? Change your attitude, for it 
appears that you are under some great delusion about your own self. Wake up while 
there is still time, and mend your ways. | 

Surely, therefore, you are not a demon by your truthful ‘self’. [Your soul, your 
Atma, your inner being, is as pure and holy as it can be. Then why are you behaving 
in such an evil way that does not behoove of your noble heritage; why do you forget 
about your great inheritance? Say, what has happened to you; can't you see for 
yourself your own mistakes?] (16). 
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Sarirabuddhindriyaduhkhasantatih na te na ca tvam tava nirvikaratah | 
ajnanahetosca tathaiva santateh asattvamasyah svapato hi dr$yavat n 1711 


17. I shall tell you to the true nature of your ‘truthful self’, your ‘true identity’, which 
you have forgotten about, or are ignorant of. Listen: The Body, intellect, the pleasures 
of the sense organs, and all such derivatives of this material existence 
(Sarirabuddhindriyaduhkhasantatih)—none of them belong to you, none of them 
represent your true self, none of them reflect your true nature, and neither do you 
represent any such thing that is related to this gross mortal world'. 

Verily, the fact is that you are ignorant of your ‘true self’, because it seems 
that delusions have had a better hold of you. So it is like you are living in a world of 
dreams, and you ought to wake up from it (17). 


[Note— Listen, oh Ravana. All these things are related to the gross physical body, but 
your ‘true self’ is not this body, but your Atma, and this Atma is pure, holy and free 
from all delusions and corruptions, as it is an embodiment of pure consciousness. You 
are under severe delusions in case you identify yourself with your gross physical body 
and its attendant elements; for remember that this body is not ‘you’ and ‘neither does 
it belong to you'. Your Atma is merely an inhabitant of this body, and when this body 
is shed your Atma will be freed from this cage. So why do you commit such 
sorrowful sins for the sake of pleasure and comfort of your body which is nonetheless 
perishable like all things in this mortal world. If you were wise and are really 
intelligent, you will distance yourself from all the demands of your sense organs that 
impel you towards sins. 

Verily, your gross mortal body may be sinful, but this body is impermanent, as 
one day or the other it is bound to die, as nothing in this creation is permanent because 
this creation itself is impermanent. Remember: Your body, as I have said, may be 
sinful, but your soul, which is your true identity, is pure, holy and immaculate. You 
may have committed a grave sin by abducting Sita, but it was done by your body and 
not by your soul, and so if your repent and confess now, if you bow before the Lord, 
asking sincerely for forgiveness, then be assured that all your misdoings will be 
instantly pardoned. The merciful and compassionate Lord knows that all living beings 
err, but the problem arises when they refuse to accept that they have erred. 

Ravana, I thought that I must enlighten and warn you, as I thought that you are 
not properly advised. You are misled by the fatal combination of ignorance and 
delusion, which together are taking a heavy toll on your fate. 

Remember: You ought not to do anything that would bring ignominy and 
shame to your illustrious ancestors, to your father and grandfather, both of whom 
were sages of repute. Think, ponder and contemplate on what I have said, and then 
take a final call on it; don't rush through a trail that would be fatal for you and 
undermine your destiny.] 
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idam tu satyam tava nasti vikriya vikaraheturna ca te'dvayatvatah | 

yatha nabhah sarvagatam na lipyate tatha bhavan dehagato'pi suksmakah | 
dehendriyapranasarirasangatah tvatmeti buddhvakhilabandhabhagbhavet ıı 
1811 


18. This is a truth that there is no fault or blemish in your ‘true self? which is pure and 
holy, for it is a personified form of ‘Consciousness’, also known as the creature’s 
Atma. 

Being matchless and incomparable (in purity, divinity, majesty, enlightenment 
and wisdom), there is no scope of it being tarnished or tainted by the spot of any kind 
of fault, shortcoming or blemish that the body is subjected to in this gross mundane 
world. 

Just like ‘space’, which is one of the five primary elements in creation’, is 
present everywhere in this creation, both within and without all entities, yet remaining 
free from all attachments and unaffected by any of the characters of these entities, 
maintaining its primary purity and pristine form, your primary form, i.e. your Atma, 
too remains free from the evil nature of your gross physical body, though the Atma 
resides in it. 

Therefore, since your ‘true form’ is your Atma and not your body, ‘you’ are 
never subjected to the sins and its attendent sorrows that are limited to your external 
body alone, as they never affect your Atma (18). 


[Note—'The five primary elements are space or sky, air or wind, fire or energy, water 
and earth, in ascending order of grossness. To wit, the ‘space’ is the subtlest of the 
five elements, and the ‘earth’ is the grossest. The Atma represents the space element, 
while the body represents the earth element. ] 


fdodIGAGISAISSAGRI AloloGadsstaier YaACAA | 
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cinmatramevahamajo'hamaksaro hyanandabhavo'hamiti pramucyate | 
deho'pyanatma prthivivikarajo na prana atma'nila esa eva sah ıı 1911 


19. The thought, the awareness or the wisdom that ‘I am nothing but pure 
consciousness which is self-realised and enlightened, that I am without a birth, that I 
am imperishable and eternal, and that I am an image of pure bliss, peace and 
happiness'—because these are the characteristics of the Atma—well, this realization 
makes a creature feel liberated and emancipated. 

[This is because only the physical body is subjected to limitations and 
inhibitions characteristic of the gross world which makes a creature feel trapped and 
shackled, but the ‘spirit’, the soul, the Atma, which is sublime and subtle as it is pure 
Consciousness, and which is the creature's 'true identity', is free from such 
limitations.] 

Since the gross physical body has the faults and shortcomings inherently 
associated with the 'earth' element (because this element is the grossest and the 
heaviest of the five elements, and is prone to attract all things that are gross and 
heavy), it too is not the Atma (which is pure consciousness, and sublime and subtle), 
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while the ‘Pran’ (the vital life-sustaining wind forces present inside the body), which 
is but another form of the wind element, too cannot be called the Atma as it is also 
one of the five elements. 

[The ‘Atma’ of a living being is pure cosmic super Consciousness personified. 
It is distinct and separate from all other entities in this creation. Meanwhile, the 
creature’s body consists of a combination of the five elements. Hence, the difference 
between the two, i.e. the ‘Atma’ and the ‘Body’, is obvious.] (19). 


AoISRISSORIOR ud oil of arfü afc: yoafd@Roi | 
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mano'pyahankaravikara eva no na capi buddhih prakrtervikaraja | 
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20. The Mana (a combination of the mind and heart) is the breeding ground for 
Ahankar (pride, arrogance, ego and haughtiness associated with a creature’s nature). 
[To wit, Ahankar arises in the mind and the heart of the creature. ] 

Similarly, the faults associated with Buddhi (intellect) have their origin in a 
creature’s Prakriti (inherent nature and tendencies; inborn character). [A creature 
would think in a particular way and interpret things according to his nature and 
character. ] 

So therefore, they also can’t be the ‘Atma’. Verily, the Atma is pure 
consciousness personified; it is enlightened and wise; is it eternally blissful and 
contented. It is distinct from and independent of the body, and therefore it has no 
Ahankar or corrupted Buddhi which are limited to the gross body alone. 

The fact is, the Atma is the “Lord” of all these entities. [To wit, the Atma is 
like the landlord of the physical gross body; the Atma is the master of the body, and 
not vice versa. None of the factors associated with the body can rule over the Atma, 
but the Atma rules over them.] (20) 


PRIA AP JAA: ASI MAAAC faepe | 
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nirañjano mukta upadhitah sada jhatvaivamatmanamito vimucyate | 
ato'hamatyantikamoksasadhanam vaksye srnusvavahito mahamate ıı 2111 


21. The Atma is always pure, without faults, is dispassionate and divine, and it is 
without any title, attributes or honour. As soon as a creature realises its true form (i.e. 
becomes enlightened, aware and wisened about his Atma), he is freed from the 
shackles of this gross, mundane and deluding world. 

Hence, oh the great and wise one (Ravana)! I am telling you the ultimate 
medium, the true path, which will help you to achieve emancipation and salvation. 
Listen to it carefully (21). 
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visnorhi bhaktih suvisodhanam dhiyah tato bhavejjfianamativa nirmalam | 
visuddhatattvanubhavo bhavettatah samyagviditva paramam padam vrajet I 
2211 


22. Dedication, devotion, adoration and worship of Lord Vishnu, the Supreme Lord, 
is a great purifier of the mind-intellect-thought complex, and it helps to generate 
auspicious thoughts and positive spiritual energy in the heart of a creature. 

By this means, one is able to have uncorrupted wisdom, which in turn enables 
him to become enlightened about his ‘true self’, i.e. about his Atma. 

This enlightenment and self realisation helps the creature to attain the highest 
state of being, which means that he attains oneness with the Supreme Being. It is 
because he realises that he is an image of the Supreme Being because his Atma is an 
image of the Supreme Atma that is known as the ‘Parmatma’, the Supreme Lord (22). 


al soda gR 2amuféi 218i YAOI Yooel: uz AYA | 
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ato bhajasvadya harim ramapatim ramam puranam prakrteh param vibhum | 
visrjya maurkhyam hrdi Satrubhavanam bhajasva ramam Saranagatapriyam | 
sitam puraskrtya saputrabandhavo ramam namaskrtya vimucyase bhayat ıı 
2311 


23. Therefore, you must worship, adore and have devotion for Lord Sri Ram, who is a 
personified form of Lord Hari (another name for Lord Vishnu; the Supreme Being), 
the divine husband of goddess Rama (goddess Laxmi, the patron deity of prosperity 
and material welfare). 

The Lord is the one who is extolled and glorified by the ancient scriptures 
known as the Purans; he is the Lord who is beyond Prakriti (Nature); he is the 
Supreme Being who is all pervading, all encompassing and omnipresent. 

You must forsake the enmity and end the hostility that you have harboured, 
out of foolishness, in your heart for the Lord, and instead, you must worship and 
adore him, you must develop devotion for and dedication for the Lord who is very 
compassionate, very merciful and very endearing towards those who come to seek 
refuge with him, who abandon all pretensions and seek shelter with him. 

So therefore, putting Sita in the vanguard, and accompanied by your sons as 
well as all your other kith and kin, you should go and seek refuge at the holy feet of 
Lord Ram, bow to him to pay your obeisance and homage, and ask protection from all 
fears. [To wit, once you go and submit yourself to Lord Ram, asking for forgiveness, 
be rest assured that then all your fears and consternations would be dispelled.] (23). 
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ramam paratmanamabhavayan jano bhaktya hrdistham 
sukharupamadvayam | 


katham param tiramavapnuyajjano 
bhavambudherduhkhatarangamalinah n 2411 


24. Those who do not meditate, with due devotion, faith, belief and conviction, upon 
Lord Sri Ram who resides in their own hearts—the Lord who is none but the Supreme 
Being himself, and the Lord who is an embodiment of supreme bliss and contentment, 
the Lord who grants eternal bliss, peace, beatitude and blessedness to one and all— 
say then, how can such creatures ever hope to cross this symbolic ocean represented 
by this gross mundane world of transmigration, an ocean that is full of swift currents 
and huge waves in the form of countless sorrows, miseries, agonies, torments and 
tribulations that are characteristic of this world, to find peace and happiness that they 
desire (24). 
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no cettvamajfianamayena vahninā jvalantamatmanamaraksitarivat | 
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25. If you do not worship and adore Lord Ram, if you have devotion and dedication 
for him, then you shall keep on burning (i.e. tormented, afflicted, scorched and 
agonised) in the fire ignited by foolishness and ignorance. 

Verily, you cannot keep yourself safe (protected, unharmed) by being an 
enemy of Lord Ram, by being opposed to the Lord. You would progressively, by 
gradual degrees, push yourself further down in the dark pit of sins, misdeeds and evil 
that would certainly, and without fail, lead you to sink in an abyss from where there is 
no recovery. To wit then, if this situation actually materializes, you will have no hope 
of getting redemption and finding salvation for yourself in the future. 

[Hence, pay heed to my advice, for still there is time for you to mend your 
ways and seek peace and redemption. Act before you miss the chance.]' (25). 


[Note— Verse nos. 15-25 can be called the Gospel of Hanuman for Ravana.] 
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26. The 10-headed demon Ravana heard these nectar-like and sweet words spoken by 
the Lord of monkeys, Hanuman. 
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[But instead of understanding that they were meant for his own good, Ravana 
took Hanuman’s advice as a lecture by his enemy’s messenger to humiliate him in the 
front of his own ministers and commanders. Obviously this was intolerable for him, 
so he became excessively annoyed and angry. ] 

Ravana turned red in the eyes as a fierce fire of anger and vengeance erupted 
in his heart. He became exceedingly wrathful and disdainful as he contemptuously 
retorted to Hanuman (26)— 
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katham mamagre vilapasyabhitavat plavangamanamadhamo'si dustadhih | 
ka esa ramah katamo vanecaro nihanmi sugrivayutam naradhamam ıı 2711 


27. 'Oh you wretch and wicked fellow (dustadhih)! You are the most lowly amongst 
the monkeys (plavangamanamadhamo'si). How dare you squeak (speak or lecture) 
with a big mouth in front of me without any fear (as if you were a great preacher; 
*vilapasyabhitavat")? 

Tell me, who are these two fellows—one who is known as ‘Ram’, and the 
forest-dwelling creature whose name is ‘Sugriv’. [To wit, what value or importance 
do they have in front of me, and how can they compare themselves with me on any 
count?] 

Verily, I can myself, single handedly, kill that lowly man (Lord Ram) along 
with Sugriv. [Why do you boast of them so much? Don't you know that I can get rid 
of them myself, without any help? These two fellows lean on each other's arms to 
give and take support, whereas I stand on my own two legs. While they need each 
other's help to confront me, for none of them have the guts to face me alone, I am 
alone enough for both of them together.] (27). 
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tvam cādya hatva janakātmajām tato nihanmi ramam sahalaksmanam tatah | 
sugrivamagre balinam kapīśvaram savanaram hanmyacirena vānara | 
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28. Today I shall slay you first; then I shall kill the daughter of Janak (Sita). After that 
I shall slay Lord Sri Ram along with Laxman, but before that I shall kill the most 
brave and strong king of the monkeys, Sugriv, along with his entire army'. 

Hearing these boastful words of the 10-headed Ravana, the son of the wind 
god, Hanuman, felt exasperated. He sternly rebuked Ravana with an enhanced anger 
in his voice, which apparently burnt Ravana further. [When Hanuman answered back 
to Ravana, his voice was full of scorn, and this further exacerbated Ravana’s anger, 
making him more wrathful and vehement, as it stoked his ego and arrogance. ] (28). 
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na me sama ravanakotayo'dhama ramasya daso'hamaparavikramah | 
$rutvatikopena hanümato vaco dasanano raksasamevamabravit i| 2911 


29. Hanuman shot back: 'Ravana, you are really a very mean and lowly fellow 
(ravanakotayo'dhama)! Even millions of Ravanas like you cannot compare 
themselves with me (na me sama ravanakotayo). 

Don't you know—1I am a humble servant (subordinate, follower, devotee, 
messenger) of Lord Sri Ram (ramasya daso'hama), and there is no limit to my 
strength, valour, powers, abilities, prowess and potentials (paravikramah)'. 

Unable to bear these angry words of scorn and contempt spoken by Hanuman, 
Ravana, becoming excessively peeved, vengeful and indignant, ordered a demon 
(who was standing nearby)— (29). 


urd Red ARA ASI: oft uoeroq Adsartealoeial: | 
PARTAR AÀ fasitwon ARR weasel dil | 
Wolo delet of adeepPdol YAU: RIPAR: II 3oll 


par$ve sthitam maraya khandasah kapim pasyantu sarve'suramitrabandhavah 
l 


nivārayāmāsa tato vibhisano mahāsuram sayudhamudyatam vadhe | 
rajan vadharho na bhavetkathafcana pratapayuktaih pararajavanarah i 301 


30. "Thrash this monkey who is standing near me, and hack him into pieces. Let all the 
demons, their friends and compatriots, enjoy this novel spectacle.' 

Then Vibhishan intervened to stop that furious, ferocious and aggressive 
demon, who was ready with sharp weapons to pounce upon Hanuman with an intent 
to kill him. Vibhishan said, 'Oh king (Ravana)! It does not seem proper and fit at all 
for a powerful, gallant, famed and valiant king of your majesty's stature to kill the 
monkey messenger of another king. [To wit, it would be a very infamous thing for 
you to do. The world would say that since you could not dare to fight your enemy, 
Lord Ram and his companion Sugriv, you vented your anger on their humble 
messenger who wasn't even armed. Oh King! It is never advisable to kill a messenger 
of another King. So be careful.] (30). 


[Note—This is the first time that Vibhishan has made his appearance before Hanuman 
according to Adhyatma Ramayan. In Tulsidas' Ram Charit Manas, he had met 
Hanuman prior to his meeting with Sita—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, 
Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 6—to Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes 
Doha no. 8.] 
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hate'smin vanare dute varta ko va nivedayet 
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ato vadhasamam kificidanyaccintaya vanare | 

sacihno gacchatu hariryam drstva"yasyati drutam ıı 3211 
ramah sugrivasahitastato yuddham bhavettava | 
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31-33. If this monkey messenger is killed, then who will convey the news (that Sita 1s 
in your captivity) to Lord Ram with whom you are so eager to fight, and determined 
to kill (31). 

Hence, instead of killing this monkey, decide on some other equivalent 
punishment for him. He will carry the marks of those injuries back with him, seeing 
which, and feeling challenged and insulted (32), Lord Ram would be obliged to come 
here, along with Sugriv, with great haste. Then you can fight with him'. 

Hearing this logic of Vibhishan, Ravana agreed, and he observed (33)— 
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vanaranam hi langule mahamano bhavetkila | 

ato vastradibhih puccham vestayitva prayatnatah 113411 
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visarjayata pa$yantu sarve vanarayüthapah ıı 3511 


34-35. 'The monkeys are very fond of their tails. So, make efforts to wrap his tail with 
a lot of cloth etc., and then set fire to it. After that, take him around the city, and then 
set him free, so that when he goes back, all the monkey chieftains will see his 
miserable condition and scarred body!' (35). 
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36-38. Saying alright, the demons wrapped and tied the tail of Hanuman, the son of 
the wind god, very firmly with long strips of hemp and countless bundles of different 
types of tattered clothes and rags that were dipped in oil (36). 

Then they ignited one end of the tail and tied Hanuman firmly with a rope 
(because Ravana had ordered that Hanuman be taken on a round of the city once his 
tail was set on fire). 

Then some of the more powerful and strong amongst the demons (37) took 
him round the city, repeatedly kicking him and beating him, and sounding the 
trumpets and bugles to publicly proclaim that “this is a thief’ (yamasuScoro'yamiti 
vadinah) (in order to humiliate Hanuman) (38). 
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39-40. Hanuman tolerated all this humiliation in order to display some spectacular 
fireworks and his desire to show some novel tricks to the demons. 

When this procession reached near the western gate of the city, the son of the 
wind god (39) immediately reduced his size so that he could easily slip out and free 
himself from the ropes and layers after layers of cloth that were tied tightly around his 
tail. Then he assumed a colossus mountain-like form, and leapt atop the spire or the 
tower of the gate (40). 


[Note—As is evident from veres nos. 39-40, Ravana and his cohorts had overlooked 
one very important factor while tying Hanuman with ropes and wrapping his tail with 
oil-dipped clothes—which was that he had the power to reduce or increase the size of 
his body. Hanuman used this unique ability of his to great advantage. When he was 
being tied with bundles of ropes and bales of cloth, he had gradually expanded his 
body, a little at a time, so that no one could perceive the changes. The stupid demons 
did not even pause to think for a while as to why such an easy thing as tying a 
monkey's tail with cloth proved to be so enormous a task that bales after bales of 
cloth were consumed for this simple enterprise, which ordinarily would require only a 
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few meters of cloth. This in itself proves either that the whole demon race had more 
muscle power than the power of the mind, or that they were so stiffly scared of 
Ravana that even if they had thought of this incredulous development they dared not 
to raise questions about it for fear of punishment. 

When Hanuman was near the western gate, where is saw a huge spire or 
tower, he decided that it was time to free himself. So he simply reduced his size by, 
say, a few inches, which loosened the grip of the ropes tied around his tail as well as 
his body. Then he simply had to shake himself out of the trappings and become freed 
instantly. It was a child’s play for him, and a big joke played on the demons! 

After having done that, he assumed a huge, gigantic form of a colossus, like 
the one he had shown to his companions at the time of embarking on the mission from 
the other shore of the ocean, when they had some lingering doubts about his ability to 
achieve success in such a daunting and risky job—this is clearly mentioned in 
Adhyatma Ramayan, Kishkindha Kand, Canto 9, verse no. 22. 

There is an alternative way in which Hanuman could have freed himself. He 
might as well have expanded his body while remaining tied with ropes and clothes. 
Then, what would happen? The ropes tied around his body and the clothes that 
covered his tail would have snapped under increased pressure from the inside as 
Hanuman enlarged his body. ] 
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41-42. From there, he uprooted a pillar and killed all the demons with it in a short 
while (using it as a war mace or a battering ram). Then deciding on his next course of 
action, he jumped from the front of one building of the city to another, and in this way 
swiftly moved from house to house (41). 

He used his burning tail to set fire to palaces, attics and terraces. Verily, the 
whole city of Lanka, which was very charming as it was tastefully decorated with 
colourful hangings, banners, buntings, festoons, garlands and other decorative 
paraphernalia, was soon ablaze (42). 


[Note—When Hanuman had slipped out of his bondage as in verse nos. 39-40 by 
assuming a miniature form, obviously his tail also slipped out with his body. Then he 
assumed a colossal huge mountain-like form. It's absurd to think that his tail remained 
slender and small and only his body became mountain-like. 

So, the most logical and practical explanation of the burning of Lanka appears 
to be that, to begin with, Hanuman had lengthened his slender tail like a flexible 
rubber tube, which the demons went on covering with layers after umpteen numbers 
of layers of cloth dipped in oil. This tube literally wended its way along the streets of 
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Lanka like a slithering snake, and almost encircled the whole city even as the amused 
demons went overboard to wrap it with cloth dipped in oil while making merry of the 
time by poking and pinching the tail. 

So when the foolish demons set fire to the tip of this long tube formed by 
clothes tied around Hanuman’s tail, and he suddenly reduced the size of his body and 
loosened the grip of the ropes to free himself, the effect was that this long tube of 
cloth that was dripping with inflammable oil lay like a huge flexible hose pipe that 
went around the major avenues of the city through which Hanuman was paraded by 
the mad demons. 

Since oil had spilled all over the city, Hanuman had to simply hook his tail to 
the other end of this immensely long tube of cloth, the end from which nearest to his 
body and from which end he had pulled his tail out, and which was at the opposite end 
from the tip that was set afire, and then drag this blazing tube through the city streets 
drenched with oil. The result is obvious—flames leapt up everywhere and spread 
rapidly in all the directions, following the flow of the oil. It is like setting a lighted 
match to spilled petrol, and the fire leaps us instantaneously everywhere; and this fire 
is not easy to extinguish! 

Further, as heat was generated, wind began to blow, and this fuelled the blaze 
and provoked it to spread more rapidly across the city of Lanka, almost like a wild 
forest fire funneled by hot gusts of wind. 

So therefore, after Hanuman freed himself by becoming small in size and 
thereby loosening himself from the tight ropes, he must have either hooked his tail or 
used his hands to catch one end of the long tube-like layering of clothes that was just 
a while ago tied around his tail, and which resembled a thick wick of a candle burning 
at one end and harmless at the other, to drag it as he ran wild through the city. He 
might have also swung it round and round viciously in circles, dashed it, jerked it, 
shaken it, twirled it and twisted it in order to spread the fire as fast as he could. 

We must remember that the thick tube formed by layers of cloth was well 
soaked in inflammable oil, and wherever sparks from the burning cloth or flames from 
the burning oil touched the ground, which must have already become slushy with 
spilled oil, as the demons had poured an excess of oil on the wrappings around 
Hanuman’s tail in their enthusiasm, new flames would leap up afresh immediately. 
Thus, the fire spread rapidly across the length and the width of the city of Lanka. 

There is another point to observe. Though we are made to understand that 
Lanka was made of gold, in practical terms it would imply that it was a ‘gilded city’ 
that appeared to be made of gold—i.e. a thick foil of gold was used to cover other 
basic construction materials such as wood, iron etc. that were employed for the actual 
structures of its buildings; no solid gold was used as the real construction material. 

So as the fire spread, the outer gold melted, exposing the wood and other 
things present in every household, such as furniture, clothes, cooking oils etc., to the 
flames. And even if we do take into account that only solid gold was used in the 
construction of the buildings of Lanka, then as the fire spread and the heat increased, 
this gold would have melted. 

It is seen in our modern times that inspite of all the precautions that are taken, 
when a building unfortunately catches fire, say from an electric short-circuit, the 
inferno spreads quickly and takes a heavy toll of the whole building, and often times, 
if not controlled, would spread to the neighbouring buildings. 

The ‘Burning of Lanka’ has been vividly, and most fascinatingly, described by 
Goswami Tulsidas in his masterpiece book titled *Kavitawali", in its Sundar Kand. 
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We shall be reading it soon in the next section no. 7.4 of the present Chapter no. 7 of 
our Book.] 
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43-44. At that time, wildly shouting 'Oh dear, oh son, oh husband, and all others who 
hear us (ha tata putra natheti)' the terrified demonesses were woefully lamenting 
and wailing gravely everywhere in the city, such as from the terraces and attics of the 
palaces. Some of them were so horrified at the sight of the spectacle of their homes 
burning and getting reduced to cinders that, while escaping, they stumbled or fainted 
and fell in the burning fire. 

All these demonesses appeared to be like so many goddesses and gods present 
everywhere’. In this manner, except for the residence of Vibhishan, the whole city of 
Lanka was reduced to ashes? (43-44). 


[Note—These female demons were so charming in their physical appearances that 
they resembled heavenly residents, the goddesses and gods. It might also mean that 
when they ran out of their homes and made their sudden appearances in every nook 
and corner of the city, coming out of private existence and revealing themselves in 
public, they were almost like the goddesses and gods who usually remain invisible but 
make their presence felt on special occasions. Previously these demonesses were not 
seen outside their homes as gods are usually not visible, except at the time of 
invocation during religious sacrifice etc. when they are supposed to reveal themselves 
and accept offerings. Here, the ‘burning of Lanka’ is the ‘fire sacrifice’; and ‘the 
demonesses’ are like the ‘gods’ who have come to witness the performance of the fire 
sacrifice. 


^Why did Hanuman burn Lanka? We have read earlier that he wished to do something 
special, something remarkable and spectacular, before returning home. We have also 
made an observation that he wished to clear the ground and lay the foundation by 
which the invasion of Lanka and its conquering would be made all the more easy by 
first breaking the morale of its army, and instilling such terror and fear in the hearts of 
the demons, both the civilians as well as the soldiers, that when the assault is actually 
launched the will to fight would be low, and there would be excess of pressure on 
Ravana to surrender. 

So therefore, Hanuman decided that if he burns Lanka single handedly, it 
would send out a strong and clear signal to the enemy—if an individual member of 
Lord Ram's army can cause such unhindered havoc, and if the combined might of the 
demon forces could not prevent him from carrying it out, then one can easily imagine 


830 


what is in store when a whole army of the Lord descends on Lanka. This emotion is 
exactly what Ravana’s wife Mandodari expressed while pleading with her husband to 
make amends and surrender—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, (i) Sundar Kand, Chaupai 
line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 36 ; (ii) Lanka Kand, Doha no. 37. 

The burning of Lanka would also ensure that the demons would leave Sita 
alone and stop tormenting her more, as they would now be pre-occupied with this new 
and most unexpected development that had devastated their city and their homes. 
They would have little time and inclination for any other thing. They would be 
especially wary of disturbing Sita out of fear of a backlash from Hanuman in case he 
comes to learn that any demon had troubled her in his absence. 

Moreover, Hanuman had first tried to persuade Ravana to abstain from a 
confrontation with Lord Ram (apropos: Adhyatma Ramayan, Sundar Kand, Canto 4, 
verse nos. 15-25), but it had no affect on him. Ravana treated Hanuman with 
contempt and most insultingly; and so he decided to hit back, and hit hard.] 
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45-46. After that, Hanuman, the son of the wind god, jumped into the ocean to douse 
his burning tail. [Actually, it was to extinguish the fiery ‘tail of cloth’ that had by now 
served its purpose and needed to be dipped in water to douse the flames. The heat and 
the exertion had also inspired Hanuman to jump in the ocean to cool himself. ] 

He then felt relaxed and refreshed (45). It was because of Sita's prayers, and 
because the ‘fire god’ was a fast friend of the ‘wind god’! that the flames did not burn 
the monkey's (Hanuman's) tail. 

On the contrary, the ‘fire’ became Hanuman’s friend and cooperated with him 
to fulfill his desire to teach the demons a bitter lesson and avenge for the rough 
treatment they had given to Sita as well as to him. [To wit, though the fire scorches 
everyone who goes near it, but in the case of Hanuman it did not burn him. It is 
because Hanuman was the son of the ‘wind god’, and the patron god of fire, the ‘fire 
god’, is his friend. So therefore, the ‘fire god’ ensured that his friend’s son Hanuman 
is not harmed.] (46). 


[Note—'The ‘fire’ and the ‘wind’ are called friends because ‘air’ is essential for the 
fire to burn. If there is no air, the fire would automatically be extinguished. So when 
the time came, the ‘fire god’ decided to oblige his friend, the ‘wind god’, by ensuring 
that the latter's son is protected from its wrath. ] 
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47. How can this worldly fire cause any harm to (or can burn, torment or scorch) Lord 
Raghubar's (Lord Sri Ram's) special messenger because by remembering the Lord’s 
holy and divine name, a person is immediately liberated and granted deliverance from 
all his sins and their horrifying consequences which are no less than being scorched 
by a raging fire. 

Verily indeed, the Lord Ram’s holy and divine name protects a creature from 
the three types of sufferings associated with this mundane world and its cycle of 
transmigration, sufferings that are no less then being roasted alive in three types of 
fires known as Traitap (tapatrayanala)! (47). 


[Note—'The 3 Traitaps which torment a creature are the following—(i) Daihik— 
sufferings pertaining to the body, (ii) Daivik-sufferings pertaining to Gods and 
malignant stars, and (iii) Bhautik-sufferings pertaining to other creatures of this 
terrestrial world.] 


sfr AGERIA SATASALAAIG 31092003 
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iti Srimadadhyatmaramayane umamahesvarasamvade sundarakande 
caturthah sargah 1 411 


Thus ends Canto 4 of Adhyatma Ramayan that narrates the conversation between 
Lord Shiva and Uma, his divine consort. 


7.2.5: Adhyatma Ramayan, Sundar Kand, Canto 5: 


Hanuman takes leave of Sita to return home; He informs Lord Ram about 
all the developments:- 


|| PaA: Aol: Il 


ofiararód zara | 
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seyjacdl LURGA Sorat ASAT: I li 


i! paficamah sargah ıı 
$rimahadeva uvaca I 


tatah sitam namaskrtya hanümanabravidvacah | 

ajnapayatu mam devi bhavati ramasannidhim ıı 111 
gacchami ramastvam drastumagamisyati sanujah 1 
ityuktva trihparikramya janakim marutatmajah ıı 211 


1-2. Continuing his narrative, Lord Shiva said—'Oh Parvati! Then (after having 
jumped into the ocean and refreshing himself), Hanuman went to Sita, bowed before 
her, and said respectfully, 'Oh goddess (devi)! Give me your permission. I am now 
going back to Lord Sri Ram (1). 

He will come here very soon, accompanied by his younger brother (Laxman), 
to see you’. 

Saying this, the son of the wind god (Hanuman) circumambulated Janki (Sita) 
three times (“trihparikramya janakim"; to pay her his profound respects) (2). 


quied gf3erdt agi aaorerqdta | 
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pranamya prasthito gantumidam vacanamabravit | 

devi gacchami bhadram te turnam draksyasi raghavam 11311 
laksmanam ca sasugrivam vanarayutakotibhih | 

tatah praha hanümantam janaki duhkhakarsitai 411 

tvam drstva vismrtam duhkhamidanim tvam gamisyasi | 
itah param katham varte ramavartasrutim vina ıı 5 II 


3-5. Then he bowed before her once again with clasped hands, went a short distance 
away from her, looked back, and said his final good-bye to her, 'Oh goddess (devi)! I 
am going. Oh you blessed one (bhadram te)! Very soon you will see Raghav (Lord 
Sri Ram) (3) along with Laxman and Sugriv; they will be accompanied by crores 
(millions) of monkeys. [To wit, very soon Lord Ram would arrive here to free you, 
and at that time he would be accompanied by a huge army of countless monkey and 
bear warriors. So bear for some more time, and have courage and hope in the 
meantime. ]'. 

Then Janki (Sita), who was weakened and exhausted by extreme sorrows and 
miseries from which she was suffering, said to Hanuman (4), 'I had forgotten about 
my sufferings and torments when I saw you. But now even you are going away. How 
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am I going to survive now; how am I going to pass my days alone, hoping to hear 
some information about Lord Ram’? 

[ Your company, my dear son, was like a balm for my tormented soul. Now I 
would be deprived of it also. I will be so alone and sore forlorn once again; my grief 
and sorrows that had abated for sometime would come to haunt me once again. My 
days and nights would once again be a sorrowful burden too heavy for me to bear. 
How unfortunate I am that what little succour came my way is being snatched from 
me again, so I would be forced to suffer all over again. But there is no way out. I 
understand the situation; I realize that there is no other alternative but for you to go 
back so that you can bring Lord Ram here. But please make haste; don't delay the 
least, for each moment of my life would be spent in expecting to hear the good tidings 
of the Lord's arrival. This is the only cord that I would cling to in order to survive, 
and I pray that this cord would hold good, that it would not be too fragile to snap and 
cast me into an abyss from which there is no delivery. 

Son, by my faith, remember this: I rely on you and your word of honour—that 
you will bring Lord Ram here; remember that my life hangs on this single assurance 
from you. So my son, adieu till we meet again in happier times. Go, you be blessed!!] 


' (5). 


dr»fcerdra | 
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marutiruvaca | 


yadyevam devi me skandhamaroha ksanamatratah 
ramena yojayisyami manyase yadi janaki ıı 611 


6. Observing the distressed emotional condition of Sita, Hanuman, the son of the wind 
god, offered to take her back to Lord Ram immediately. He said, 'Oh goddess! If this 
is the case, and if you agree and think it proper, then you can ride on my shoulders, 
and I shall take you to meet Lord Ram immediately, without a second thought' (6). 
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sitovaca | 

ramah sagaramasosya baddhva va Sarapanijaraih | 
agatya vanaraih sardham hatva ravanamahave II 711 
mam nayedyadi ramasya kirtirbhavati $a$vati | 

ato gaccha katham capi pranan sandharayamyaham ıı 811 
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7-8. Sita replied, 'If Lord Sri Ram could dry up the ocean or tame it with his arrows 
(by constructing a bridge across it as token of his conquering the mighty ocean), come 
here along with his army of monkeys, and kill Ravana in the war that follows (7), it 
will give him eternal fame, renown, honour and glory. 

Therefore, you should go back now (for it will not be proper for me to go back 
with you). I will survive somehow in the meantime' (8). 


[Note—If Sita were to accept Hanuman's proposal as described in verse no. 6, that 
would have ended her torments and miseries forthwith. With what Hanuman had done 
to Lanka, it would be unimaginable for any demon to gather sufficient courage to 
pursue and stop him. That would have left Lord Sri Ram's main purpose of spending 
14 years in the forest with the object of killing Ravana and other tyrannical, cruel and 
ferocious demons unfulfilled. 

Further, Sita's wish to suffer a little more of the torments and miseries so that 
her Lord attains great fame and glory shows her in a very good light. She was 
confident that Lord Ram would win the war against Ravana—otherwise the rejection 
of Hanuman's offer would have been most impossible for her. She would have 
accepted to ride on his back and escape from Lanka, as it would have been the easiest 
way for her to escape her tormentors. ] 
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iti prasthapito virah sitaya pranipatya tam | 
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tatra gatva mahasattvah padabhyam pidayan girim | 
jagama vayuvegena parvata$ca mahitalam i 101 

gato mahisamanatvam trimsadyojanamucchritah | 
marutirgaganaantahstho mahasabdam cakara sah 1! 1111 


9-11. Being finally bid farewell by Sita, Hanuman bowed to her once again, for the 
last time before his departure. 

Then the brave one (i.e. Hanuman; “virah’’) climbed the summit of a mountain 
in order to launch himself to cross the ocean (9). 

There (on the summit of the mountain), the most valorous and strong 
Hanuman (mahasattvah), pressed the mountain by his foot and sped-off with the 
speed of wind. The mountain, which was 30 Yojans (i.e. 30 x 8 — 240 miles) in 
height, was pressed into the earth with such a great force that it became almost 
flattened (mahisamanatvam trim$adyojanamucchritah). 

While cruising through the sky, the son of the wind god, Maruti (Hanuman), 
roared thunderously (10-11). 
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[Note—In modern terms, it is simple to visualise the event if compared to a rocket 
launch with a heavy payload. The downward thrust generated by the prodigious leap 
of Hanuman, with both legs bent at the knees and suddenly straightened to generate 
an upward and forward motion, was sufficient to flatten the protuberance on the earth 
(called the hill) which acted more like a spring-board that, once pressed down and 
then released suddenly, created such an upward force that flung Hanuman into the sky 
and made him become air-borne. In this way, Hanuman launched himself almost like 
a rocket or a missile. When the pressure was thus removed after Hanuman became 
air-borne, the ‘spring’, symbolized by the hill in this case, tried to regain its former 
shape, but such was the immensity of the weight launched that it could not get back 
its original shape or height, but remained flattened for ever. 

It is quite possible that the soil under this hill was soft and porous, instead of 
being hard rock, being as it was on the shore of the salty ocean whose corrosive water 
may have seeped in and gradually scooped out the solid material at the base of the hill 
over time, rendering it base hollow and fragile. So when an exceptional force was 
exerted on this hill, it sank into the softened earth as there was nothing solid to 
support it from below. 

However, the pressing of the mountain into the bowls of the earth by 30 
Yojans seems highly exaggerated and hyperbolic. Well, in ancient classical literature 
it was usual to magnify events manifold, even to render them look out of proportion 
and incredulous, just in order to give them a dramatic effect, to create a magical 
charm around them, and visualize an imagery of excessive grandeur and 
magnificence. Such as for example, saying that hundreds of thousands of soldiers 
were sent to catch hold of a single individual, Hanuman in this case, in the Ashok 
grove, as is said in Canto 3, verse nos. 78-79, is a clear case of an exaggerated 
statement. | 
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tam śrutvā vanarah sarve jňātvā marutimagatam | 
harsena mahatavistah śabdam cakrurmahasvanam ıı 1211 
Sabdenaiva vijanimah krtakaryah samagatah | 
hanümaneva pasyadhvam vanara vanararsabham ıı 1311 


12-13. Hearing his thunderous roar, the monkeys (who were waiting on the other side 
of the ocean) realised that Hanuman was returning from Lanka. They were filled with 
great joy and exhilaration. They cheered and applauded loudly (12). 

The monkeys said to each other, "This terribly thunderous roar itself shows 
that Hanuman has been successful in his mission and is returning back. [Looking up 
into the sky, they uttered a cry of joy when they spotted Hanuman.] Oh monkeys! 
Look, is it not Hanuman?’ 

This sight of Hanuman returning home triumphantly filled all the monkeys 
with excess of joy and ecstasy (13). 
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[Note—The scene of action now shifts to ‘this side of the ocean’ where Hanuman’s 
companions were waiting for him. When they heard a loud roar in the sky, all of them 
looked up. And lo and behold—what did they see? They saw an overjoyed Hanuman 
approaching them! He was successful in his mission, so when he saw his friends on 
the ground, he was so ecstatic that he roared all the more loudly, saying joyfully: 
“Here I am, my friends! Behold, here I come, and rejoice, for I am successful! 

The roar of Hanuman had spread all over the sky in gigantic ripples of sound 
waves; even today when a jet engine, a rocket, or even a helicopter passes overhead, 
its roar can be heard for miles around. If the wind was favourable, as surely it would 
have been because Hanuman was the dear son of the ‘wind god’, the hint of his arrival 
by way of a reverberating sound waves that echoed across the firmament, must have 
reached the ears of his friends on the ground much ahead of their actually seeing him 
physically in the sky overhead as he circled and made ready to descend. ] 
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evam bruvatsu viresu vanaresu sa marutih | 
avatirya girermurdhni vanaranidamabravit ii 141 
drsta sita maya lanka dharsita ca sakanana | 
sambhasito daSagrivastato'ham punaragatah 1511 


14-15. While the monkeys were discussing amongst themselves (as in verse nos. 12- 
13 herein above), the son of the wind god alighted on that mountain summit where 
they were all huddled together trying to see him come across the sky. He cheerfully 
told them (14), 'I have seen Sita, I have reduced Lanka and the Ashok grove to rubble, 
and I have talked with Ravana. After that, and having accomplished my task, I have 
come here to meet you (15). 
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idanimeva gacchamo ramasugrivasannidhim | 

ityukta vanarah sarve harsenalingya marutim ıı 1611 
keciccucumburlangulam nanrtuh kecidutsukah | 
hanumata sametaste jagmuh prasravanam girim i 1711 


16-17. We will go to meet Lord Ram and Sugriv right now'. 
All the monkeys were extremely delighted and exhilarated, and they 
enthusiastically embraced him (16). Some kissed his tail, and some others began 
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dancing ecstatically around him. After that, all of them accompanied Hanuman and 
went to Mt. Pravarshan (17). 
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gacchanto dadrsurvira vanam sugrivaraksitam | 
madhusamjfiam tada prahurangadam vanararsabhah ıı 1811 
ksudhitah smo vayam vira dehyanujfiam mahamate | 
bhaksayamah phalanyadya pibamo'mrtavanmadhu ıı 1911 
santusta raghavam drastum gacchamo'dyaiva sanujam ıı 20i 


18-20. While on their way, the jovial company of monkeys chanced to pass by and 
see the ‘Madhuvan’ (literally a forest of honey)', which was directly under the 
protection of Sugriv (the king of Kishkindha). They said to Angad (18), 'Oh the brave 
one (Vira)! We are very hungry. Hence, oh the wise one (mahamate), give us your 
permission so that we can eat the sweet fruits of this forest and drink its honey, which 
is like nectar (19). 

After that, once we have satisfied our hunger and quenched our thirst, we shall 
proceed ahead and go to meet Lord Raghav (Lord Sri Ram) along with his younger 
brother (Laxman). 

[We have had no proper meal for quite a long time. Neither had we access to 
proper food and drink, nor our mental condition was such that we could have actually 
enjoyed any food even if was made available. But now the situation has changed for 
good. We have been successful in our mission, and this has stoked our hunger and 
thirst. We can't resist the sight of these fruit trees and honey dripping from its 
honeycombs. Let us all partake of these delicacies and tasty viands before we move 
ahead. You are with us, and verily, you are also the prince of this kingdom. So 
therefore, you have equal right over this Madhuvan as Sugriv has, and hence you are 
deemed to be authorized to allow us to enjoy the fruits of this wonderful royal garden. 
It's a grand treat for all of us, and you being a prince of the kingdom we have the right 
to expect this celebratory treat from you. And come, don't be apprehensive of Sugriv, 
for he can't deny us the right to celebrate this happy occasion by giving ourselves a 
feast! ]' (20). 


[Note—'The “Madhuvan” was a forest where almost all the trees were laden with 
honeycombs. It was a royal forest of the kingdom of Kishkindha, and hence under the 
direct supervision of its king Sugriv. ] 
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ac: JAA 62a: UJARI HAE | 
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angada uvaca | 

hanuman krtakaryo'yam pibataitatprasadatah | 
jaksadhvam phalamülani tvaritam harisattamah i 2111 
tatah pravi$ya harayah patumarebhire madhu | 
raksinastananadrtya dadhivaktrena noditan ıı 2211 


21-22. Angad agreed most cheerfully, and he gladly gave his permission to the troop 
of monkeys to feast in the Madhuvan. He said, 'Hanuman has successfully done the 
great task that was assigned to all of us. Hence, oh the best among the monkeys 
(harisattamah), don’t hesitate and don’t delay in eating the fruits and edible roots as 
well as in drinking honey as a token of the blessing he has brought for you all, and 
while you do so don’t forget to thank him (Hanuman) and express your gratitude to 
him. 

[Go forthwith and enjoy yourselves; celebrate this happy occasion of the 
successful completion of the mission by drinking honey and eating fruits to your 
heart’s content. Thank Hanuman for all of it, raise a toast to him and thank him a lot 
because you owe him this expression of gratitude, for it is due to him that all of you 
have had this chance to celebrate. ]' (21). 

So the monkeys entered that forest, and not bothering about the guards 
appointed by the ‘white-faced one’ (dadhivaktrena)! to guard and protect the forest, 
they began drinking honey (and eating fruits to their heart's content) (22). 


[Note—'“Dadhimukh” was Sugriv’s maternal uncle—refer verse no. 24 herein below. 
He was in-charge of this forest. He had a fair complexion, hence called a ‘white faced 
monkey’. 

Hanuman's successful completion of the mission is called a blessing for the 
monkeys in verse no. 21 because now they had no fear of punishment, either from 
Sugriv or from Lord Ram. Hanuman has given them a new lease of life. So it was 
indeed a time to celebrate, and on such occasions, eating, drinking, revelry and merry- 
making are accepted norms of behaviour. So, Angad assured his companions that 
there was nothing wrong and to worry about at all on this count. ] 
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23-24. When those monkey guards saw the excited troop of monkeys drinking honey 
and tried to stop them by using force, the former not only resisted the guards but even 
retaliated by beating them with their fist-blows and kicks as well as crushing many of 
the guards underfoot (mustibhih padai$cürnayitva), while merrily continuing to 
drink the honey (and eating the fruits) (papurmadhu) (23). 

When the news reached Sugriv's maternal uncle Dadhimukh (who was in 
charge of the forest), he became very annoyed and exasperated, and accompanied by 
other forest guards, he went to the king of monkeys (Sugriv) to complain (24). 
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gatva tamabraviddeva cirakalabhiraksitam | 

nastam madhuvanam te'dya kumarena hanumata ıı 2511 
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no cenmadhuvanam drastum samarthah ko bhavenmama 1 
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25-27. On reaching the palace, he said to Sugriv, "The forest of honey, which you had 
diligently protected and nursed for a long time, has been laid to waste by the prince 
(Angad) and Hanuman' (25). 

Hearing the words of Dadhimukh, Sugriv was happy. He said, 'There is no 
doubt that the son of the wind god (Hanuman) has come back successfully after 
seeing Sita (26). Otherwise, who had the guts to even glance at my forest of honey? 

Verily indeed, I have no doubt whatever that the mission has been 
accomplished successfully by no one amongst those messengers except the son of the 
wind god (Hanuman)! (27). 
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$rutva sugrivavacanam hrsto ramastamabravit | 
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28-29. Hearing the words of Sugriv, Lord Ram (who was sitting nearby) became 
delighted in his heart. He asked, 'Oh king (Sugriv)! What are you talking about Sita?! 
(28). 

Sugriv replied, 'Oh Lord! It appears that the daughter of the earth 
(*avanisuta"; Sita) has been found, because all of the monkeys, with Hanuman being 
the chief among them, have entered the forest of honey (and are having a great time 
there, something that couldn’t have been possible for them to do had they not been 
successful in finding about her) (29). 
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bhaksayanti sma sakalam tadayanti sma raksinah | 
akrtva devakaryam te drastum madhuvanam mama ıı 3011 
na samarthastato devi drsta siteti niscitam | 

raksino vo bhayam mastu gatva brüta mamajnaya ıı 311 


30-31. There inside the forest, they are eating everything and are beating the guards. 
Without doing your job, they couldn't have dared to look at my forest of honey, what 
to talk of eating fruits and drinking honey there (30). 
Hence, it is certain that they have seen (i.e. successfully found out about) Sita.’ 
[Then turning to the guards who had rushed to inform Sugriv of the 
developments in the forest, he said—] 'Oh guards; don't be afraid. Go and give them 
this command of mine (31)— 
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vanaranangadamukhananayadhvam mamantikam | 
$rutva sugrivavacanam gatva te vayuvegatah ıı 3211 
hanümatpramukhanücurgacchate$vara$asanat | 
drastumicchati sugrivah saramo laksmananvitah ıı 3311 


32-33. "Bring Angad and other monkeys here; bring them to me". 

Hearing the orders of Sugriv, the guards went (back to the Madhuvan) with 
great haste (literally, with the speed of wind—"gatva te vayuvegatah") (32). 

They said to Hanuman and others, 'It is the order of the king that all of you 
must go to him immediately, because Sugriv, along with Lord Ram and Laxman, want 
to see you without further delay (33). 
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yusmanativa hrstaste tvarayanti mahabalah | 
tathetyambaramasadya yayuste vanarottamah i| 341 
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34-35. Oh the brave, strong and valiant ones (mahabalah)! He (Sugriv) is very 
pleased with you all, and is therefore calling you immediately. 

Then saying ‘alright’, this troop of monkeys, which was superior to and the 
best amongst all the monkeys (vanarottamah), proceeded to meet Sugriv by the path 
of the sky! (“tathetyambaramasadya”; they moved so fast that they appeared to fly 
from the Madhuvan to reach Sugriv) (34). 

They kept Hanuman and Angad in the vanguard (to lead the triumphant group, 
as Hanuman was their champion, and Angad was their commander-in-chief and the 
prince of the kingdom), and landed on the ground in front of Lord Ram and Sugriv. 
[To wit, they literally “flew”, or traveled as fast as they could, and stopped only when 
they reached the place where Sugriv and Lord Ram were eagerly waiting for them.] 
(35). 


[Note—'The monkeys of today can't fly. But perhaps in the time of Lord Ram, which 
was hundreds and thousands of years ago, they had the power to fly. We had giant 
lizards and insects when the earth was still relatively young, and they could fly like 
the birds of today; but since these creatures do not exist anymore does not mean that 
they hadn’t ever. The world is ever-changing; what was in the past is not now, and 
what is now will not be in the future. 

So, since monkeys and other such creatures, including humans, can’t fly now, 
it does not mean that creatures who were called ‘monkeys’ at that time in the hoary 
past also could not fly. 

They either had wings, or the science of flying was so evolved that they had 
some sort of a strap-on propeller or rocket that could lift them from the ground and 
enable them to fly like drones of today. This shows that the science of flying and 
rocket technology existed in an advanced stage at that time to which our story 
belongs. 

It could have been a sky-bike that the inhabitants of that time used to travel 
quickly from one point to another. It could also have been a strap-on rocket or jet- 
engine, tied around the waist or shoulder, that enabled its wearer to travel in the air 
like being carried by a hot air balloon or a drone of today’s world. ] 
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hanuman raghavam praha drsta sita niramaya | 
sastangam pranipatyagre ramam pascaddharisvaram ıı 3611 
kusalam praha rajendra janaki tvam Sucanvita | 
asokavanikamadhye Simsapamilamasrita i 371 


36-37. Hanuman prostrated himself, to pay his obeisance, first before Lord Ram and 
then before the king of monkeys, Sugriv. Then he said to Lord Ram, 'I have returned 
after having seen Sita, and ascertaining about her condition' (36). 

Oh the King of kings (rajendra)! Janki, who is submerged in sorrows and 
miseries, has told me to convey about her welfare! to you. She is sitting in the shade 
of a tree called the Sinshupa (the Indian red wood tree) in the Ashok grove (37). 


[Note— Obviously, Sita was not in a very happy condition as it might sound on 
hearing what Hanuman says in verse no. 37. She was suffering immensely, and so 
definitely she was not happy. 

But it is customary to tell a messenger sent by someone we love that he should 
go back and inform the person who has sent him that we are happy. It is a sort of 
courteous reply, an introductory to the main message which is then conveyed in 
detail. It simply means that Sita was found alive, that she has successfully borne all 
sorts of pains and resisted all temptations, that she is hopeful of early redemption, and 
that she remembers Lord Ram, loves and adores him, and longs to meet him at the 
earliest. 

Truly, it would sound too rough, uncultured, ill-humoured and ill-mannered if 
one were to complain straightaway to the messenger to “go and tell your lord that I 
am feeling miserable, that I am very unhappy, I am neglected, and should I lose all 
hopes of getting help from him!" 

Of course Sita said things of this kind, but Hanuman was renowned to be very 
wise and prudent, he knew that Lord Ram was very anxious about the welfare of Sita, 
and it would not sound good to break the bad news about Sita's sufferings at once. So 
he decided to keep the breaking of the bad news for a little while later, and wait till he 
had first given the good tidings and saying good things about Sita to Lord Ram, which 
would act as a buffer for the hard stoke of the bad part of the news that he would be 
obliged to convey in a short while. 

What Hanuman intended was to prevent the use of any shocking words or 
phrases about Sita at the very outset because of the danger of Lord Ram being unable 
to bear the shock of any bad news. The fact that the monkeys were highly elated had 
already hinted to Lord Ram that Hanuman had seen Sita alive and had brought good 
news. So, it would be improper on the part of Hanuman to spoil the happiness that the 
Lord felt in the first instance when he saw the monkeys come back in a cheerful 
mood; for a true and faithful servant and devotee always strives to make his Lord 
happy and cheerful, and not otherwise. 

Once the welcoming formalities and the round of congratulations were over, 
and the Lord sat Hanuman down to narrate the details of his expedition, Hanuman 
found ample time and opportunity to brief the Lord about Sita's actual condition that 
was indeed miserable. But even after giving the bad part of the news—of the 
difficulties and the problems of freeing her from the clutches of the demons who were 
very strong and powerful—Hanuman was wise enough to keep Lord Ram's spirits 
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high and motivated by assuring him that bringing Sita back from the clutches of the 
enemy by defeating the latter was not really a great problem—see verse nos. 51-52 
below. ] 


erie: uRaar RIER Hell qeit | 

8I UA Wa Walled Aao AARI Il 3 
vedvlt Hel Ever Seiwa Al YA | 
qsiiRdlod Reical AZAA c1 PAA II ZSI 


raksasibhih parivrta nirāhārā krsa prabho | 

ha rama rama rameti Socanti malinambara ıı 3811 
ekaveni maya drsta Sanairasvasita Subha | 
vrksasakhantare sthitva süksmarüpena te katham ıı 3911 


38-39. Oh Lord! She is always surrounded by demonesses. She has become very 
weak and emaciated because she has stopped taking food and water (ie. she is 
fasting). She feels hopeless and hapless, and constantly laments and broods, saying to 
herself repeatedly 'Oh Ram! in a sorrowful tone. Her clothes have become dirty and 
unkempt (38). 

The hairs have stuck together in a thick plait. I saw Sita in such a distressed 
and pitiable condition as I have briefly described to you. I tried to comfort her, who is 
auspicious and holy (Subha), very politely and in a low voice (so as not to arouse 
suspicion amongst the demonesses, as well as not to alarm and scare Sita who was 
already on the verge of a nervous breakdown). 

Lord, when I reached there, I had assumed a miniature form and hid myself 
behind leaves and branches of a tree. From there I narrated your divine and glorious 
story to her in brief (apropos: Adhyatma Ramayan, Sundar Kand, Canto 3, verse nos. 
2-15) (39). 


SIodII289I cidIcerel GUScpISIsIol Me | 
GOllololol SII Giloraent Wea caísr II voll 
zolo wen dicft pear arferforaévret | 
amefurref a doa Yoftaur ARRIA: I vl 


janmarabhya tavatyartham dandakagamanam tatha | 
dasananena haranam janakya rahite tvayi i 401 
sugrivena yatha maitri krtva valinibarhanam 1 
marganartham ca vaidehya sugrivena visarjitah i 411 


40-41. I narrated your story to her from the beginning, starting with your birth, how 
you came to the Dandkaranya forest where the 10-headed Ravana abducted her who is 
the daughter of Janak (1.e. Sita herself) in your absence (40), how you had befriended 
Sugriv, how you had slayed Baali, and finally, how Sugriv had dispatched large 
number of monkeys in order to search the whereabouts of Vaidehi (Sita) (41). 
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ASIA ASRITA Salt forcroprf9ror: | 

IAI: Add Ad d acdaltsafirerer: Ii ¥2II 

3 3ro[Iaziferat GRIsé Waar fé | 

ENC] ?IoulIoKcbI ARRIR: PANSE F Il ¥3il 


mahabala mahasattva harayo jitakasinah | 

gatah sarvatra sarve vai tatraiko'hamihagatah 1 4211 
aham sugrivasacivo daso'ham raghavasya hi | 

drsta yajjanaki bhagyatprayasah phalito'dya me ii 4311 


42-43. These monkeys were truly strong, brave, courageous, valiant and steadfast; 
they were famed for the victories they had won in battles (mahabala mahasattva 
harayo jitakaSinah). Countless troops of such veteran monkeys were sent in all the 
directions (to search for Sita) (42). 

I told her that I was a member of one such group, and that I am a minister of 
Sugriv (aham sugrivasacivo) and a humble servant of Lord Raghav (Lord Ram) 
(daso'ham raghavasya hi). I also told her the purpose of my visit to Lanka—which 
was to search for her there. 

Today it is my good luck and a favourable providence (bhagyatprayasah) 
that has rewarded me for my efforts (phalito'dya me) by enabling me to see Janki 
(Sita) personally (drsta yajjanaki). [And here I’ve come to report the good tidings to 
you.]' (43). 


scgalfaeirovet Alar ARRAST | 

col di Multis fàd À 9remeraer II v'vil 
ale Al AskIg Heeler q A: | 

ASE GWoRIPR: ASW Sorc I ¥ VII 
quia grorferajcar gda fiera: gait | 

uselsé fiaen ascaféreeníó ag Il vll 


ityudiritamakarnya sita visphariteksana | 

kena va karnapiyusam $ravitam me Subhaksaram ıı 4411 
yadi satyam tadayatu maddarsanapatham tu sah | 
tato'ham vanarakarah süksmarüpena janakim ıı 4511 
pranamya prafjalirbhütva düradeva sthitah prabho | 
prsto'ham sitaya kastvamityadi bahuvistaram 11 4611 


44-46. Hearing my words, Sita's eyes lit up immediately with joy. She said, "Who is 
he who has made me here this pleasant and auspicious news which is like nectar for 
my ears? (44). 

If all of this is true, then the one who has said such sweet words must come in 
front of me.' 
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So then I presented myself before Janki (Sita) in the form of a small monkey 
(45). I bowed before her with joined hands (to pay my respects to her), and stood 
quietly at some distance, waiting for further instructions from her. Then oh Lord, Sita 
asked me, 'who are you?', and many other things in detail to ascertain my identity and 
authenticity (46). 


de Ad adivid fasnftdahocd | 
uad Gol AAE RDA Il vli 
dot aafaa ddoi dasrgdiq | 

RI Evelisa Sofstol Ulgeleton GAN I ¥ cil 
Aerio doloizdcad PeR Wa | 

mÀ oft 2raitsfü caftaoarmRforkac: I vell 
URgMdRIERI agd oR A: | 
sorida orcaré Refi Ar ct FF II Voll 


ane 


pascanmayarpitam devyai bhavaddattanguliyakam ıı 4711 
tena mamativisvasta vacanam cedamabravit | 

yatha drstasmi hanuman pidyamana divanisam i 4811 
raksasinam tarjanaistatsarvam kathaya raghave | 
mayoktam devi ramo'pi tvaccintaparinisthitah i 4911 
pariSocatyahoratram tvadvartam nadhigamya sah | 
idanimeva gatvaham sthitim ramaya te bruve ii 5011 


47-48. Oh Lord (Ram) who is a vanquisher of enemies (marindama)! I enlightened 
her about everything in a chronological order, in the sequence as they happened 
(maya sarvam kramenaiva vijfiapita). After that I gave her the finger ring you had 
given me (47). 

This token of yours made her believe me completely; she no longer doubted 
me and my identity in the least. Being fully convinced of me, she confided in me thus: 
'Oh Hanuman! You have seen me, and how I am being tormented day and night (48) 
by these cruel demonesses. Go and tell Lord Raghav (Lord Ram) all of it as you have 
personally witnessed. [To wit, tell the Lord all the things you have seen yourself, and 
how much I suffer. Tell him that there is no exaggeration in it, as you have been a 
witness to all.] ' 

I replied, 'Oh goddess! Lord Ram is also very worried about you; he 
remembers you, he constantly broods about you, and is very concerned about your 
welfare (49). 

Since he had no news (or information) about you, he keeps on worrying day 
and night for you. But that will end soon, for I shall now go back and tell him 
everything about you and your condition. [This will reassure the Lord; it will ignite a 
fresh spark of hope in his distraught heart. Be comforted mother, for everything will 
end soon.] (50). 
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AA: 9[dUI2IIc]UI APAVI Acts Av: | 
aRt: auelamoríareerfer ASADA In 91 
AAU Ache Sear ovale cdi Fae UA | 
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ramah $ravanamatrena sugrivena salaksmanah | 
vanaranikapaih sardhamagamisyati te'ntikam ıı 511 
ravanam sakulam hatva nesyati tvam svakam puram | 
abhijham dehi me devi yatha mam vi$vasedvibhuh ıı 5211 


51-52. As soon as Lord Ram hears my report, there is verily no doubt that he will 
come to you without wasting any time, and with him will come Sugriv, Laxman and 
other great monkey commanders (51). 

He would then slay Ravana along with his kith and kin, and all his relatives 
and compatriots will meet the same fate. After that, the Lord shall take you back to his 
capital city (of Ayodhya). Oh goddess (devi)! You should give me some sign, some 
sort of a token, some kind of memento so that the Lord would believe me. 

[Please mother’, I requested her, ‘give me something which is exclusive to 
you, and which will identify you without leaving a trace of doubt in the mind of Lord 
Ram, so that when I go back and tell him I have met and talked with you, and then 
give him that token from you, the Lord would be fully convinced with what I tell him, 
and also that I have met no one else but Sita, that I have not been deceived.' | ' (52). 


sc: Toi Ul RRO qerurer feri fer | 
ord Mla aga APRÌ uar II 311 
agurargpuvitatt porci gfe waa | 

asav qfà A fePagecb afar uar II vv 
dreVRalstidol siti cpcrotogot | 
ARASA Bell Wael GS PUAA: II VII 


ityukta sa Siroratnam cüdapa$se sthitam priyam | 

dattva kakena yadvrttam citrakütagirau pura ıı 5311 
tadapyahasrupürnaksi ku$alam brühi raghavam | 
laksmanam brühi me kificidduruktam bhasitam pura ıı 541 
tatksamasvajnabhavena bhasitam kulanandana | 
tarayenmam yatha ramastatha kuru krpanvitah ıı 5511 


53-55. When I had said so, she gave me the ‘Choodamani’ (an ornament, kind of a 
diadem, worn by married women in the hair on her head) which was stuck in her 
hairs, and which was very dear to her. Then she told me about an incident that 
occurred in Chitrakoot that pertained to the crow (i.e. the Jayant's episode)! (53), and 
filling her eyes with tears, she said: Tell Raghav (Lord Ram) about my welfare. 

Tell Laxman: Oh the great son of the family (kulanandana)! Whatever harsh, 
accusing and scornful words that I might have used for you earlier due to my stupidity 
and ignorance’, you must excuse me and forgive me for it. Besides this, adopt 
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whatever strategy is necessary so that Lord Ram, being merciful, graceful and kind, 
liberates me from the torment from which I am suffering horribly.’ (54-55). 


[Note—'This event is narrated in Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line no. 
3 that precedes Doha no. 1—to Doha no. 2. 

Briefly, Jayant, the son of Indra, the king of the gods, tried to tease Lord Ram 
and Sita while they lived on a mountain in Chitrakoot. So he disguised himself as a 
crow and pricked Sita's feet while Lord Ram was asleep. Blood oozed out from the 
wound, and when the Lord woke up and discovered Jayan't mischief, he picked up a 
blade of grass and shot it at the crow like a live arrow. This ‘arrow’ pursued Jayant 
everywhere he went to hide and escape from it, but he found no relief anywhere. At 
last, sage Narad advised him to go and surrender himself to Lord Ram and beg for 
forgiveness if he wants to survive. Jayant went and fell at the feet of the Lord, who 
spared his life but punished him by taking out one of his eyes, making the ‘crow’ 
blind with one of its eyes. This is because the Lord told him that his arrow could not 
go in vain, and it must strike an object, so Jayant's eyes took the hit as a warning to 
him not to cast an evil eye on anyone any longer. 

This particular incident was a private affair, and not even Laxman, who was a 
constant companion of the Lord, was aware of it as he had gone out to the forest for 
some errand at that time. By narrating this incident, which was only known to Lord 
Ram, and telling Hanuman to remind Lord Ram about it, Sita intended to convince the 
Lord that Hanuman indeed has met her, for otherwise he could never have known 
what transpired that day at Chitrakoot concerning Jayant. 

This incident would serve as a double check for Lord Ram, in addition to the 
Choodamani which Sita sent to him. She also took this precaution because in case 
some accident occurs and Hanuman loses the Choodamani, then at least he would 
have at least this one proof, of the incident concerning Jayant, that he has indeed met 
Sita. 


“This incident is narrated in Adhyatma Ramayan, Aranya Kand, Canto 7, verse nos. 
27-37. Sita had used some harsh words and accused Laxman of malefic intentions, 
forcing him to leave her and go in the direction that Lord Ram had taken in pursuit of 
the decoy golden deer. Finding Sita alone, Ravana had abducted her. Sita sorely 
regretted her behaviour, but it was too late by then. 

She realized that she had made a grave mistake by using harsh words against 
Laxman who was totally and completely devoted to her and Lord Ram, and had 
always treated her as his mother and Lord Ram as his father. So she now asks 
Hanuman to beg his forgiveness on her behalf. ] 


sacd Sock Alar gor Asalac | 
Jiememearíf3rir AA AGA Addi À II 1l 
dd: YAN AA acA AEA: | 
aspar Aao QA 1 Vil 


ityuktva rudati sita duhkhena mahatavrta | 
mayapyasvasita rama vadata sarvameva te ıı 5611 
tatah prasthapito rama tvatsamipamihagatah | 
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tadagamanavelayamasokavanikam priyam ıı 5711 


56-57. Saying this, Sita became overwhelmed with great emotional distress; sorrow, 
anguish and pain overcame her as she began to weep bitterly. I tried to console her, I 
tried to reassure her, by narrating all details about you (about your welfare, about how 
you remember her, about how much you truly love her and have immense affection 
for her) (56). 

Then I took leave of her and came back to you. At the time of coming here, I 
had ruined Ravana's Ashok grove which was very dear to him (57). 


SUI AWEARAG siot SCA SIGS | 
AWRA Ji Seal AAAA T II Vl 
ASPAAA god YORRI SIIA | 
9[cdI zaad aari BWealseeroaygetcel: II YSI 


utpatya rākşasāmstatra bahūn hatvā ksanadaham | 
ravanasya sutam hatva ravanenabhibhasya ca ıı 5811 
lankamasesato dagdhvā punarapyagamam ksanat | 
$rutva hanümato vakyam ramo'tyantaprahrstadhih ıı 5911 


58-59. While destroying that garden I had first killed many demons within a short 
time, and then I killed Ravana's son (Akshay Kumar). After that, I got an opportunity 
to have a talk with Ravana himself (58). 

Thereafter I burnt Lanka and came here quickly, as soon as I could, without 
wasting any time." 

Hearing these words of Hanuman, Lord Ram felt very happy and contented 
(59). 


saga Dd wre RA AGP | 

SUPR of ueerifàr Ad Y JUDR: II Eoll 
Saloi ct RIDI ARA AA HIS | 
SCIA AMP MG dior userdar Il ENI 


hanumamste krtam kāryam devairapi suduskaram | 
upakaram na pasyami tava pratyupakarinah i 6011 
idanim te prayacchami sarvasvam mama marute | 
ityalingya samakrsya gadham vanarapungavam i 6111 


60-61. Lord Ram said, 'Oh Hanuman! The work which you have done is very 
difficult and daunting even for the Gods to do. I do not know what good I can do for 
you in return (60). 

Oh Maruti (the son of the wind god)! Come dear, I will offer to you myself as 
a whole, for I do not know any other way to recompense you.' 
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Saying this, Lord Ram pulled Hanuman, who was the most exalted of the 
monkeys, near him, and most affectionately embraced him, clasped him firmly to his 
heart. [To wit, it was a rare privilege bestowed to only a few by the Lord. By publicly 
embracing Hanuman the Lord gave out a signal to all those who were standing around 
that he will forever treat Hanuman as his dear brother and friend, as someone who is 
very near and dear to him.] (61). 


acad 289Jeo: uoi diferarar A: | 
SAMCATAAAG AAA APARAT: Il Ell 
URFA fè 3t cilio gA: UHCI: | 

3rd2cd AA APSR QASRI sRugerd II €3il 


sardranetro raghusresthah param pritimavapa sah | 
hanumantamuvacedam raghavo bhaktavatsalah ıı 6211 
parirambho hi me loke durlabhah paramatmanah | 
atastvam mama bhakto'si priyo'si haripungava ıı 6311 


62-63. His (Lord Ram's) eyes welled up with tears (of joy and thanks-giving) even as 
emotions of extreme affection and gratitude began to heave in his heart for Hanuman. 

Then Raghav (Lord Ram), who loves his devotees and is most gracious, 
merciful, kind, compassionate, benevolent and  munificent towards them 
(bhaktavatsalah), said to Hanuman (62), --- 

'Oh Hanuman, you are indeed the best amongst the monkeys (haripungava)! 
It is very rare for a creature to be get the honour of embracing me, who am the 
Supreme Soul (i.e. the ‘Parmatma’, the Supreme Being, the Lord God) of this 
creation. You are therefore exceptionally privileged and most lucky to have got this 
honour. Forsooth and without gainsay, you are most dear to me; you are my ardent 
devotee' (63). 


asup derileciel: argou favuraodierqer gerfo | 
dola LP Goal uR eee a13tur arerrorer: PARIPA: | EYII 


yatpadapadmayugalam tulasidaladyaih sampujya 
visnupadavimatulam prayanti | 

tenaiva kim punarasau parirabdhamürti ramena vayutanayah 
krtapunyapufijah it 6411 


64. [Lord Shiva makes the following observation—] By worshipping his (Lord Sri 
Ram's) two lotus-like holy feet, using Tulsi leaves (basil plant leaves) etc., one can 
attain the most exalted and matchless state of existence that entitles the worshipper to 
attain the holy feet of Lord Vishnu (i.e. to attain heaven). 

What can one say, therefore, about the great privilege, the great fortune and 
the great luck of the son of the wind god (Hanuman), who does deeds that are 
righteous and auspicious, because he was embraced by Lord Ram himself! (64). 
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iti Srimadadhyatmaramayane umamahesvarasamvade sundarakande 
paficamah sargah ıı 51 


II Samaptamidam sundarakandam ıı 


Thus ends Adhyatma Ramayan's Sundar Kand, Canto 5 that describes the 
conversation between Lord Shiva and his divine consort Uma. 
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Section 7.3: 


Geetawali Ramayan 


{Geetawali Ramayan, Sundar Kand, verse nos. 1-21, 47-51} 


So far by now in this Chapter no. 7 we have read two classical works, viz. Ram Charit 
Manas of Goswami Tulsidas (section no. 7.1), and Adhyatma Ramayan of Veda Vyas 
(section no. 7.2), to be acquainted with how Sita, who was held as a captive by the 
demon king Ravana in his capital city of Lanka, was discovered by Hanuman, how he 
had burnt the great city to ashes, and how he came back to give the good and happy 
tidings to Lord Ram, that he has found Sita. 

Till now both Lord Ram and Sita were surrounded by a dark cloud of 
hopelessness and despair, when everything seemed to be lost as there was but little 
chance that Sita would ever be found by the distraught Lord Ram. But now the 
situation had suddenly changed, and changed for the better, as if a bright sunlight of 
hope and expectation of succour gleamed in the horizon, the rays of which pierced 
through the all-engulfing darkness of gloomy thoughts. The fate that was a few days 
ago shrouded in grief and dismay now shone in a brilliant light of cheer and 
happiness. 

This is why that part of the fascinating and wondrous Story which narrates the 
discovery of Sita, especially when the chances of finding her were very remote, and a 
partial punishment of the demons by way of burning of their city of Lanka by 
Hanuman, is called the “Sundar Kand”, or the ‘beautiful chapter in the whole 
Story’—as it marked the positive turn of events from what was previously considered 
to gloomy, sad and lost, to a situation when there was cheer and happiness all around 
with the arrival of good tidings about her. From now on things would start looking up, 
for Lord Ram would launch a determined campaign to free Sita and slay the demons, 
which would also help the Lord to fulfil his earlier promise made to the gods and the 
sages that he would rid the earth from the terror and the scourge of the cruel and 
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sinful demons, and his subsequent triumphant return to his own capital city of 
Ayodhya where he would be crowned the King-Emperor. 


But before we move on with this marvellous Story, let us take a brief pause and 
rewind to have a closer look at some of the major events narrated in ‘Sundar Kand’, 
events that would look all the more fascinating when we look at them from closer 
quarters and read about them at a slow pace, by paying a little more attention to 
certain important mile-stone events which we had till now witnessed unfold in quick 
succession. 

For this purpose, we shall first read the relevant part of the Story from 
Tulsidas’ classic *Geetawali Ramayan” in the current sub-section no. 7.3, and then 
from his other classic titled “Kavitawali Ramayan” in the next sub-section no. 7.4. 

While ‘Geetawali Ramayan’ excellently narrates the emotional meeting of 
Hanuman with Sita and his subsequent report to Lord Ram about her pitiful condition 
in its Sundar Kand, verse nos. 1-21, the ‘Kavitawali Ramayan’ presents a very vivid 
account of the burning of Lanka and the devastation it caused in its Sundar Kand, 
verse nos. 1-32. Meanwhile, The way Trijata, the elderly demoness who had been 
friendly to Sita, tried to console and comfort her has been soulfully described in 
Geetawali Ramayan, Sundar Kand, verse nos. 47-51. 

We will now proceed to read Geetawali Ramayan:- 


Geetawali Ramayan, Sundar Kand, verse nos. 1-21, 47-51:- 


UNDIES 


aT EH 
WT Har 


(5/1) 


VTA WAHT GS UTA | 

ma fer after, ufag wa vaagt RR mW 
wee Aer are cen det arfener mu 

ore UST AY UIA, Ged AMA AT gA BII 211 
ef fea, gf urg fendi wah suet gq Wn 
GAR wa, af cafe AA, da gA saat)! 311 
Ged oe uw, oy Rang Aa cenfT cp aq 
gent Ra fef y cup R wal AAT 411 























Sundarakanda 
asoOkavanamém hanüman 


raga kédara 
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(5/1) 


rajayasu ramako jaba payo. 

gala meli mudrika, mudita mana pavanapüta sira nayo.. 1.. 

bhalunatha nala-nila satha cale, bali baliko jayo. 

pharaki su'amga bha'é saguna, kahata mand maga muda-mangala chayo.. 2.. 
dekhi bivara, sudhi pa'i gidhasom sabani apano balu mayo. 

sumiri rama, taki taraki toyanidhi, lanka lüka-so ayo.. 3.. 

khojata ghara ghara, janu daridra-manu phirata lagi dhana dhayo. 

tulasi siya biloki pulakyo tanu, bhüribhaga bhayo bhayo.. 4.. 


Departure of Hanuman for Lanka 


Verse no. 5/1—[When all the monkey groups sent to reconnoiter for Sita had been 
dispatched, one final group consisting of the chief members of Sugriv's court was 
awaiting orders from Lord Ram to proceed. It consisted of Hanuman, Angad, 
Jamvant, Nal and Neel etc. 

Lord Ram, who was omniscient and all-knowing, knew who will finally 
accomplish success in this daunting task: it would be Hanuman. So the Lord called 
him close and gave him his personal signet ring to be taken to Sita for the purpose of 
establishing Hanuman's identity as well as a token to remind her that the Lord was on 
his way. Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, Chaupai line nos. 9-13 that 
precede Doha no. 23. 

This group headed southwards, in the direction where the chariot bearing Sita 
had gone through the sky. Finally, they reached the shores of the mighty "southern 
ocean", and seeing this formidable barrier, all lost hope. 

Here, they met Sampati, the old brother of the vulture Jatau. When he 
discovered who these monkeys and bears were and their purpose of coming hither, he 
mounted the top of a mountain summit and gazed in the distant horizon whereat he 
descried Sita sitting forlorn and broken by distress under a tree in the royal garden of 
Ravana in the city of Lanka in the middle of the ocean. The question now was how to 
go there and who would do so. 

At this juncture, Jamvant persuaded Hanuman to shed his withdrawn, humble, 
meek, submissive and docile nature, and instead come out in his true form and mettle. 
So encouraged, Hanuman assumed a colossal form, and prepared to leap across the 
ocean in one mighty leap. This part of the story is narrated in detail in Ram Charit 
Manas, Kishkindha Kand, from Doha no. 23—Chaupai line no. 11 that precedes Doha 
no. 30. 

The present verse no. 5/1 of Geetawali summarises these developments. From 
the ground Hanuman looked like a comet streaking against the dark firmament of the 
heavens as he made his way to Lanka.] 


When Hanuman got Lord Ram's permission, he bowed his head reverentially at the 
holy feet of the Lord with an exhilarated mind, and kept (tucked away safely) the 
signet ring (given to him by Lord Ram as a token of recognition of Hanuman by Sita) 
in his mouth (gala meli mudrika)! (1). 

[This freed both the hands of Hanuman and also ensured that the ring does 
not fall on the way. It is common observance that monkeys have a pouch of skin at the 
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back of their mouths where they tuck away eatables quickly when they find some, 
only to retrieve it later on when they are at ease, and ruminate on it, chewing the food 
properly before actually swallowing it. 

So, Hanuman tucked Lord Ram’s signet ring safely here. ] 


Accompanying him on the mission (to find Sita) were Jamvant (the bear king), Nal, 
Neel (the engineers of the monkey army), and Angad, the brave son of Baali. At the 
time of departure, the parts of their bodies began to flutter or quiver to indicate 
auspicious results (or success in their endeavours), and a happy and comfortable 
journey (2). 


On the way, they came across a cave and examined (or explored) it, found Sampati, 
the king of vultures (and brother of Jatau) who told them the whereabouts of Sita’. 

(Realising that they have a vast ocean stretching before them which has to be 
crossed twice—once while going to Lanka, and the second time to come back from 
there, besides the task of penetrating the impregnable fort of Lanka and warding off 
the ferocious demons who will have to be fought and won over—) They (the bears 
and the monkeys) weighed (judged) their strengths and abilities. [All discovered that 
the they cannot match the task at hand.?] 

(At last, on Jamvant's encouragement—) Hanuman remembered the potential 
powers of the holy name of Lord Sri Ram, glanced at the ocean (in both contempt as 
well as a challenge), jumped and crossed it (i.e. flew over it) like a bright streak of 
lightning (i.e. like a bright comet or meteor), and finally landed in Lanka‘ (3). 

[ Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, from Chaupai line no. 1 that 
precedes Doha no. 27—to Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 29. 

Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, from Chaupai line no. 6 that 
precedes Doha no. 27—to Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 30. 

“Hanuman looked at the ocean with ‘contempt’ because it was creating a 
formidable hurdle in fulfilling the Lord’s task because of its stubbornness and 
arrogance. The ocean was haughty that no one can dare to cross it. Hanuman took it as 
a ‘challenge’, and wished to tell the ocean ‘look, let us see who is stronger—try to 
stop me if you can. I have great faith in the strength of the Lord's holy name, and I'll 
invoke it while flying across you, and I dare you to stop me if you have the guts.’ ] 


Tulsidas says that even as a pauper (or anyone who is in dire need of money) wistfully 
wanders everywhere searching for money, Hanuman went from house to house in 
search of Sita, and when he finally saw her (in the Ashok grove), he was extremely 
thrilled and euphoric. In this way, having achieved his goal (or, being successful in 
his endeavour of finding Sita), he considered himself to be profoundly fortunate? (4). 

[After landing on the soil of Lanka, Hanuman had to first defeat the city's 
formidable gate-keeper, a demoness by the name of Lankini. Hanuman overcame her 
easily. Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line nos. 2-5 that precede 
Doha no. 4. 

Having overcome this first hurdle, Hanuman began his search for Sita, looking 
into each home and place throughout the night, but could not espy her anywhere. 
Finally, on the next morning of his arrival, he met Vibhishan, the younger brother of 
Ravana who happened to be of a pious nature as opposed to the rest of the demon 
race. Vibhishan guided Hanuman to the garden where Ravana had kept Sita in 
confinement. Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, from Chaupai line no. 4 that 
precedes Doha no. 5—to Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 8. 
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Thereafter, Hanuman silently sneaked in the garden and his himself in the 
thick foliage of the tree under which Sita stayed, contemplating upon his next move. 
Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, from Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha 
no. 5—to Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 9.] 
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dekhi janaki jaba ja'i. 

parama dhira samirasutake prema ura na sama'i.. 1.. 
krsa sarira subhaya sobhita, lagi udi udi dhüli. 
manahu manasija mohani-mani gayo bhore bhüli.. 2.. 
ratati nisibasara nirantara rama rajivanaina. 

jata nikata na birahini-ari akani tate baina.. 3.. 
nathaké gunagatha kahi kapi da'i mumdari dari. 
katha suni uthi la? kara bara, rucira nama nihari.. 4.. 
hrdaya harasa-bisada ati pati-mudrika pahicani. 

dasa tulasi dasa so kēhi bhamti kahai bakhani?.. 5.. 


Hanuman in the Ashok Garden where he discovers Sita 


Verse no. 5/2—After entering Lanka, when Hanuman saw Sita, his affection knew no 
limits and it virtually overflowed from his heart (1). 


He found that Sita's body was emaciated but effused radiance. It was covered with 
dust (for she hadn't bathed for a long time), and she looked like Kamdeo (cupid) 
devoid of his glamour and glory (2). 


She chanted Lord Ram's holy name day and night. Hearing her agony-filled words 
and laments, even the cool breeze did not go near her because it feared of getting 
heated by the fire of her agonies (3). 
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Seeing this pitifully doleful condition of Sita, Hanuman began to sing praises of Lord 
Ram, and dropped the signet ring (of Lord Ram that he had brought). 

Sita heard the praises and the life-history of Lord Ram, and noticing the ring, 
she picked it up (4). 


Seeing her beloved's article, she was at once thrilled as well as overcome with grave 
sorrow’. Tulsidas says he is unable to describe that moment (5). 

['Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Doha no. 12 along with Chaupai 
line no. 12 that precedes it, and Chaupai line nos. 1-6 that follow this Doha. 

Sita was stunned when she first heard some unseen voice narrating the story of 
Lord Ram, and then seeing the Lord’s ring dropped before her. She had never 
expected under the circumstances she was in both these things as she knew that the 
place was tightly secured by ferocious demons, and that it lied in the middle of the 
ocean which was like a no-man’s land in the wilderness of creation. Till this moment 
she was virtually reconciled to her doomed fate, waiting for that day when her breath 
would finally leave her emaciated body. 

But Hanuman’s singing Lord Ram’s glories and the signet ring of the Lord 
seemed like a bolt from the heaven to her. So, on the one hand she was exceptionally 
thrilled and ecstatic as one can ever be when one sees hope at the end of a dark tunnel, 
but on the other hand she immediately became suspicious and apprehensive. Is it that 
these demons have subdued or killed the Lord, and have brought his ring to prove it to 
her? Is it that they have sent one of their guards to tease her by singing the praises of 
the Lord before dropping the ring, thereby deriving sadistic and malicious pleasure at 
her compounded misery and grief?] 
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raga soratha 
(5/3) 
boli, bali, mümdari! sanuja kusala kosalapalu. 


amiya-bacana suna'i metahi biraha-jvala-jalu.. 1.. 
kahata hita apamana maim kiyo, hota hiya so'i salu. 
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rosa chami sudhi karata kabahu lalita lachimana lalu?.. 2.. 
parasapara pati-devarahi ka hoti caraca calu. 

devi! kahu kehi héta bole bipula banara-bhalu.. 3.. 
silanidhi samaratha susahiba dinabandhu dayalu. 

dasa tulasi prabhuhi kāhu na kahyo mero halu.. 4.. 


Sita's astonishment when she saw the Signet Ring of Lord Ram 


Verse no. 5/3—{Sita, stunned at seeing Lord Sri Ram's signet ring coming to her 
without any apparent bearer in sight, said—] *Oh Ring! I offer (literally, surrender) 
myself to you, and I sincerely ask you: say, tell me, is the king of Kaushal clan (Lord 
Sri Ram) happy and well along with his younger brother? 

Quench (or douse) my fire of torments and agonies of separation by letting me 
hear your nectar-like (sweet, pleasant, favourable and soothing) words. (In other 
words, tell me the good news about Lord Ram and Laxman.) (1). 


Alas! I had scorned at, reproached and humiliated Laxman by using harsh words for 
him though he was most sincere and bonafide in his advice to me’. My heart never 
ceases to regret it. Does dear Laxman ever remember me; has he overcome his 
bitterness and anger and frustration at me? (2). 

['Refer: Geetawali, Aranya Kand, verse no. 3/6, stanza no. 2, and verse no. 
3/7, stanza no. 2 herein above. ] 


What is the topic of discussion now-a-days between my husband and my brother-in- 
law? Goddess! Do tell me, why has he (Sri Ram) called so many bears and monkeys”? 
(3). 

[The question arises, how did she know that Lord Ram has collected bears 
and monkeys around him? Well, she had a good companion with her in the person of 
the demoness Tadka. It was she who used to reassure Sita every time the latter sank in 
deep despair—this will be clear later on in verse no. 5/47-5/51 of this chapter. The 
spies of Ravana were constantly bringing news of the developments in Kishkindha, 
and this leaked to the public and ultimately reached the ears of Sita through Trijata. 
So, Sita was not totally unaware about Sri Ram though she might not have been aware 
of the details. Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, from Chaupai line no. 1 that 
precedes Doha no. 11—to Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 12 where we 
read that Trijata has assured Sita that things would be alright if she holds her courage 
just before Hanuman dropped the ring.] 


Oh Ring! The Lord is a treasury of virtues and courage, is potent and able in every 
respect, is a true Lord and Master (having all the good virtues that is expected of 
them), is a friend of the distressed, the lowly, the humble, the underdog, the 
downtrodden and the miserable ones, and is most kind, merciful and compassionate. It 
appears that no one has conveyed my news (about my whereabouts, my pathetic 
condition etc.) to the Lord till now (otherwise, he wouldn't have delayed so much) (4). 


(5/4) 
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sadala salasana haim kusala krpalu kosala ra'u! 
sila-sadana sanahe-sagara sahaja sarala subha'u.. 1.. 
ninda-bhükha na devarahi, parihareko pachita'u. 
dhiradhura raghubirako nahi sapanéhu cita ca'u.. 2.. 
sodhu binu, anurodha rituke, bodha bihita upa'u. 
karata haim so'i samaya sadhana, phalati banata bana'u.. 3.. 
patha'e kapi disi dasahu, je prabhukaja kutila na ka'u. 
boli liyo hanumana kari sanamana, jani sama'u.. 4.. 
da'i haum sanketa kahi, kusalata siyahi suna'u. 

dekhi durga, bisesi janaki, jani ripu-gati a'u.. 5.. 

kiyō siya-prabodha mumdari, diyo kapihi lakha'u. 

pa'i avasara, na'i sira tulasisa-gunagana ga'u.. 6.. 


The Signet Ring's reply and assurance to Sita 


Verse no. 5/4—[The signet ring replied'—] ‘The most merciful, compassionate, kind, 
benevolent and gracious Lord of the Kaushal clan (Sri Ram) is happy and comfortable 
with his army, companions and Laxman. He is by nature an abode of virtues and 
noble characters, is an ocean of affection and endearment and is of a simple, straight 
forward and humble temperament and bearing (1). 

['A ring does not speak. But this is the way employed by poets where they 
personify inanimate things and make them behave and speak like ordinary living 
beings. We have other examples of this tactic employed by poets: after Sita was 
abducted, Lord Ram had started his search for her by asking the trees, creepers, birds 
and animals if they knew where she was. Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, 
Chaupai line nos. 8-16 that precede Doha no. 30. 

Some very interesting modern-day interpretations can be made with regards to 
this signet ring speaking. It could have been, perhaps, a pre-recorded message from 
Sri Ram himself. Or the ring had a remote controlled transmitter or speaker, operated 
by Hanuman hiding behind the leaves. Stanza no. 5 is also very amusing—‘and Sri 
Ram gave Hanuman certain clues or hints...’ which probably can mean ‘gave 
direction to Hanuman how to operate the device’. 
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Further, the ring could also have incorporated in it an in-built navigational 
device which guided Hanuman during his cruise across the ocean. 

All these are not mere flight of imagination. If the science of that age was 
advanced enough to design a plane called Pushpak which was pilot-less and could be 
steered by mere thought waves, no wonder such devices were in existence. Tulsidas 
was a poet all right, but he wasn't exaggerating things beyond a certain limit. He 
couldn't say ‘the ring spoke’ if it didn't. So, the only possible conclusion and plausible 
explanation is as proposed above. ] 


Your brother-in-law has forsaken his sleep and hunger, for he is full of regret and 
contrition that he had left you alone inspite of your scornful words of reproachment 
that you spoke to him. As a result he has stopped eating and sleeping properly. 

On the other hand, Lord Raghubir (i.e. Lord Ram), who is very courageous, 
brave and valiant, has no happiness in his mind even in his dreams (2). 


It was because of the rainy season that attempts could not be made to begin the search 
for you. Now, when the appropriate (and favourable) time has come, necessary 
arrangements are being made and resources put together so that success can be 
assuredly achieved. [That is, all efforts are being made to find about your 
whereabouts, and then a campaign would be launched in a well-planned manner so 
that you can be rescued from here. Have patience meanwhile, and be assured that 
none of the two brothers have neglected you.] (3). 


With this aim or task in view, he (Sri Ram) has sent such monkeys (and bears) in all 
the 10 directions who will never show carelessness, negligence or apathy towards the 
Lord's work. However, recognising the fact that only Hanuman was competent 
enough to accomplish this herculean task, he (Sri Ram) summoned him (Hanuman) 


(4). 


And, the Lord gave Hanuman some clues and indications, including giving me to him, 
and ordered, *Tell Sita about our well-being. Have a good look at the enemy's fort, 
and reconnoitre about his strength, preparedness and armour. Take special care to 
meet Sita (to reassure her and to see her first hand) before coming back.’ (5). 


In this way, the signet ring reassured Sita and showed her the hiding place of 
Hanuman. 

Thereafter, Hanuman (came out from behind the foliage where he had concealed 
himself), seeing that it was the right moment, and then bowed his head before Sita (to 
pay his obeisance) and began to sing (narrate, describe) the virtues, glories and fame 
of Tulsidas' Lord (6). 
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suvana samirako dhiradhurina, bira-baro'i. 

dekhi gati siya-mudrikaki bala jyorn diyo ro'i.. 1.. 

akani katu bani kutilaki krodha-bindhya barho'i. 

sakuci sama bhayo insa-ayasu-kalasabhava jiya jo'i.. 2.. 
bud'dhi-bala, sahasa-parakrama achata rakhe go'i. 

sakala saja-samaja sadhaka sama'u, kahai saba ko'i.. 3.. 
utari tarutem namata pada, sakucata socata so'i. 

cuke avasara manahu sujanahi sujana sanamukha ho'i.. 4.. 
kahe bacana binita priti-pratiti-niti nico'i. 

siya suni hanumana jan'yau bhali bhamti bhalo'i.. 5.. 

debi! binu karatuti kahibo janihaim laghu lo'i. 

kahaungo mukhaki samarasari kali karikha dho'i.. 6.. 
karata kachü na banata, harihiya harasa-soka samo'i. 
kahata mana tulasisa lanka karahumi saghana ghamo'i.. 7.. 


Hanuman's meeting with Sita--I 


Verse no. 5/5—The son of the Wind God (suvana samirako) was most brave and 
courageous, but seeing the signet ring and Sita's pitiful condition (and hearing their 
sorrowful talk), he began weeping like a child (1). 


Hearing the bitter, scornful and contemptible talk of the wicked demon Ravana!, his 
(Hanuman's) anger and indignation had began to rise like Mt. Vindhyachal, but on 
seeing sage Agastya represented by Sri Ram's command (verse no. 5/4, stanza no. 5), 
it became hasitant, docile and reluctant, and remained under control? (2). 

[ When Hanuman waited in hiding in the thick cover of foliage of the tree 
under which Sita was confined, Ravana had come to the garden and had threatened 
Sita with dire consequences if she did not surrender herself to him. Hanuman refers to 
this here. Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, from Chaupai line no. 1 that 
precedes Doha no. 9—to Chaupai line no. 9 that precedes Doha no. 10. 

^Once, Mt. Vindhyachal asked the sun to circumambulate it. When the latter 
refused, the former got annoyed and began to rise to obstruct its path. Seeing a 
calamity in the offing, the Gods asked sage Agastya—who was the Guru of 
Vindhyachal—to restrain the mountain. The sage approached the haughty and 
stubborn mountain, and the latter prostrated before his Guru in reverence. The sage 
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asked him to remain at that position—flat, horizontal—till the time he came back 
again. It was simply a ruse. The sage never ever came back, and the mountain could 
not rise. 

Here, when Hanuman watched the way Ravana treated Sita, he anger rose to a 
boiling point, but he had to restrain himself because he was told to just go and bring 
the news of Sita. ] 


Though he (Hanuman) possessed immense wisdom, intellect, strength, valour, 
courage and might etc. he suppressed (and restrained) them because everyone says 
(i.e. it is common belief or adage) that all resources and efforts give fruits (results) 
only when the time is opportune" (3). 

[Hanuman had decided in his mind that before he leaves Lanka he will teach 
Ravana a good lesson. But it was dangerous to act just now—for there were fair 
chances that in the melee that is bound to follow Ravana could draw his sword and 
harm Sita. So it was wiser to wait for some other more opportune time. And sure 
enough that time would come soon when Hanuman would destroy the royal garden on 
the pretext of eating fruits, would be caught by Ravana's henchmen, and then after a 
heated debate with the demon king where Hanuman would get an ample opportunity 
of insulting Ravana in full court, he would burn the city to ashes.] 


Hanuman got down from the tree (where he had been hiding), bowed his head at the 
feet of Sita and became hesitant and pensive as if a gentleman misses an opportunity 
to be of some help to another noble person and then has to approach him with a guilty 
conscience. [To wit, Hanuman felt very sorry he could not punish Ravana right there, 
and had to bear with his harsh treatment of Sita.] (4). 


Thereafter, Hanuman spoke polite words that were full of affection, respect and 
sincerity, words that were according to established principles of good manners, 
civility, etiquette and traditional wisdom. [He wished to assure Sita that he is cultured, 
well-mannered, polite and well-bred, and not some foul-mothed rascal out to torment 
her further.] 

Hearing these (well regulated, apt, full of decorum, carefully weighed, 
civilised and courteous) words, Sita was assured (i.e. she realised) that Hanuman was 
a noble and gentle person (of good rearing and education) (5). 


He said, ‘Oh Goddess! Without taking any serious action that is compatible with what 
I wish to tell you, people would regard me as merely boasting with a loud mouth. 
Forsooth, I shall wash the black stain on my face in the river of battle tomorrow, and 
then speak to you.” (6). 

(‘This stanza clearly indicates that Hanuman considered his circumstantial 
compulsion of tolerating whatever Ravana had said to Sita as a virtual cuff on his face 
and a stain, because he heard it being said right in his front without doing anything to 
punish the speaker. Refer also to verse no. 5/6, stanza no. 2 herein below. 

During his meeting with Sita, Hanuman will assure her that soon Lord Ram 
would come with a huge army of monkeys and bears, and launch a fierce offensive to 
free her from the clutches of the demon. In this process, let he be sure, her tormentors 
would be sufficiently punished. Now, all this appeared to Sita as mere boast and she 
was very doubtful of it actually happening, especially when she observed the 
diminutive form of Hanuman who had sneaked in Lanka with a size not bigger than 
an average mosquito. So, in order to overcome all her apprehensions, Hanuman had, 
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for an fleeting moment, showed her the colossus form with which he had crossed the 
ocean, a sight that reassured her. Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, from 
Chaupai line no. 9 that precedes Doha no. 15—to Chaupai line no. 9 that precedes 
Doha no. 17. 

The present stanza should be read in this context. Hanuman was getting ready 
to convey Lord Ram’s message and give her the assurance as noted above. But just a 
few moments ago Sita was tormented by Ravana while Hanuman lay hidden in the 
foliage and sat there quietly. Immediately after the demon left, Hanuman appeared. So 
it must have been obvious to Sita, Hanuman rightly guessed, that he was witness to all 
that Ravana had said a while ago. If what he would soon say his companions are 
capable of doing, then why did he keep quiet when the opportunity arose and Ravana 
was just right in his front? Why did he not trounce him then and there and take Sita 
back? It is to address this question in Sita’s mind that he makes the observations in 
this verse. Stanza nos. 2-3 also explain why Hanuman didn’t react then. 

So he told Sita that first he would remove this stain by squaring up the account 
with Ravana by trouncing his army to prove that he indeed is brave and valiant and 
powerful as he claims to be to assure Sita, and then he goes on to tell her that a huge 
army of monkeys and bears is poised to launch an offensive to rescue her. He 
calculated that this would assure her that whatever Hanuman says is not mere boast 
but a fact as was proved by the developments that he plans to do now. 

Now the question arises: how did Hanuman actually prove his strength and his 
vows to settle accounts with Ravana? As we read on with the story we shall soon see 
that he first destroyed a substantial part of the demon army, and then finding an 
excuse he had burnt the city of Lanka to ashes. Refer stanza no. 7 of this present 
verse, as well as (a) Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, from Chaupai line no. 1 that 
precedes Doha no. 18—to Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 26; and (b) more 
vividly described in Kavitawali, Sundar Kand, verse nos. 5/3—5/25.] 


Hanuman could not in the beginning decide what to do (and how to punish Ravana) 
because overwhelming sorrows (at the pitiful condition of Sita) and surging 
indignation and anger (at her treatment at the hands of Ravana) had made him 
indecisive”. 

At the end, the Lord of Tulsidas (i.e. Hanuman) decided in his mind that he 
would pound, plummet, batter and pulverise Lanka to a pulp (i.e. he would reduce the 
golden city to a mound of rubble) (7). 

[It was wise of him, indeed, to hold back at that time. One should always take 
action when the mind is cool and calculating. An agitated mind leads to bellicose and 
rash actions which might prove counter productive. The situation at that time was too 
dangerous for Hanuman to intervene, for there were fair chances that Ravana would 
draw his scythe and go for Sita’s head immediately. Besides this, if he had intervened 
at that time, Hanuman would not have got a chance to sternly rebuke Ravana and 
trounce his pride in full public view as would be possible if he somehow confronts the 
demon in his court. Then, Sita would also be out of harm’s way. So Hanuman decided 
to wait and watch. | 


WT HART 
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raga kédara 
(5/6) 


haum raghubansamani ko dita. 

matu manu pratiti janaki! jani marutapüta.. 1.. 

maim suni bataim asail, je kahi nisicara nica. 

kyom na marai gala, baitho kala-darhani bica.. 2.. 
nidari ari, raghubira-bala lai ja'um jau hathi aja. 
daraum ayasu-bhangatem, aru bigarihai surakaja.. 3.. 
bamdhi baridhi, sadhi ripu, dina carimern do'u bira. 
milahingé kapi-bhalu-dala samga, janani! ura dharu dhira.. 4.. 
citraküta-katha, kusala kahi sisa nayo kisa. 
suhrda-sevaka nathako lakhi da'i acala asisa.. 5.. 
bhayé sitala sravana-tana-mana sune bacana-piyusa. 
dasa tulasi rahi nayanani darasahiki bhükha.. 6.. 


Hanuman's Assurance to Sita 


Verse no. 5/6—[Hanuman introduces himself to Sita and assures her that her freedom 
would come soon. Refer also to: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, from Chaupai line 
no. 9 that precedes Doha no. 15—to Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 16.] 


Hanuman said to Sita, *Mother Janki, believe me! I am a messenger of him who is the 
jewel in the family of kings of the Raghu dynasty (i.e. Lord Sri Ram; “haur 
raghubansamani ko düta"); I am the son of the Wind-God (marutapüta) (1). 


I have heard all the mischievous things which Ravana had said’; he is in the jaws of 
death, so his mind has gone wild and astray (2). 

[Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, from Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes 
Doha no. 9—to Doha no. 10 describe what Ravana had said even as Hanuman lay 
hidden in the foliage of the same tree under the shadow of which Sita sat. In essence, 
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Ravana threatened her with death if she did not agree to surrender herself to him 
within a month’s time. At this, Sita had strongly rebuffed him, whereat Ravana got 
exceedingly peeved and poured vitriol at her, appointing demonesses to torment her. ] 


I can defeat the enemy and forcefully take you back, today itself. But I'm afraid to 
break my Lord's order (because Hanuman's brief was to go, search and report back 
about Sita, and do nothing more), as well as my intervention may hamper the God's 
work (because Lord Ram was destined to destroy the entire loto of the demons who 
were tormenting the Gods, and so it would be very improper to interfere with what the 
Creator has ordained) (3). 


So, Mother, have patience—the two brothers (Ram and Laxman) will construct a 
bridge within the next four days across the ocean, and accompanied by an army of 
bears and monkeys, they shall come and meet you’ (4).’ 

[ Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-5 that precede 
Doha no. 16.] 


Then Hanuman reminded her about Jayant's episode at Chitrakoot? (with the twin 
purpose in mind viz.—one, to reassure Sita that anyone who hurts her will be 
punished by Lord Ram, and second, as a proof of his being Lord Ram's confidante 
and favourite because that episode was so secret that even Laxman did not know 
about it). Then he bowed his head in reverence. Thereafter, Sita blessed him" (5). 

[This incident is narrated in Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, from Chaupai 
line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 2—to Doha no. 3. 

Jayant was the wicked son of Indra, the king of Gods. Once he decided to 
tease Lord Ram and Sita. So, diguised as a crow, he came and pricked Sita with its 
beak on her feet while Lord Ram lay to rest. Seeing blood oozing out of Sita’s feet 
and the pervert crow crowing merrily nearby, the Lord got angry, and picking up a 
reed to act as an arrow, he shot it at Jayant. Terrified Jayant went around the whole of 
the heaven and the rest of the world in his attempt to hide or find someone to protect 
him. The reed-turned arrow pursued it wheresover he went, and no one durst to offer 
him protection. Finally, on the verge of collapse out of fatigue and sorely lamenting, 
he met Narad, the celestial sage, who advised him to go back and surrender at the feet 
of Lord Ram if he wishes to survive, for there is no power in the entire creation which 
can neutralise the Lord’s wrath. Hence, Jayant went to Lord Ram and ask for 
forgiveness. Considering all the facts, and that since Jayant was the spoilt and pervert 
son of Indra and had assumed the form of a crow which is by nature crooked and 
meat-eater, and that he has come to surrender unconditionally, the Lord spared his life 
but took out one of his eyes because the arrow of the Lord, once shot, cannot go in 
vain. 

This episode was unbeknown to Laxman. And it was good for Jayant that 
Laxman didn’t know of it: for it was sure that had Laxman been aware of this 
mischief he would have certainly killed that wicked fellow then and there. 

Lord Ram had told Hanuman to narrate it to Sita because it would help 
convince her that he was a genuine messenger of the Lord as this particular incident 
was very confidential, and unless Lord Ram tells it to someone himself, no one would 
have been aware of it. 

‘Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line nos. 2-4 that precedes 
Doha no. 17.] 
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Hearing the words of Hanuman, Sita's ears, heart and body found peace and solace’; 
now only her eyes were eager to quench their thirst for the sight of Lord Ram (6). 

[ Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes 
Doha no. 17. 

Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes 
Doha no. 14.] 
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tata! tohusom kahata hoti hiye galani. 
manako prathama pana samujhi achata tanu, 
lakhi na'i gati bha'i mati malani.. 1.. 

piyako bacana pariharyo jiyake bharose, 
sanga call bana baro labha jani. 
pitama-biraha tau saneha sarabasu, suta! 
ausarako cükibo sarisa na hani.. 2.. 
araja-suvanake to daya duvanahupara, 
mohi soca, motem saba bidhi nasani. 

apant bhala'i bhalo kiyo natha sabahiko, 
mere hi dina saba bisari bani.. 3.. 

nema to papihahike, prema pyaro minahike, 
tulasi kahi hai nike hrdaya ani. 

itani kahit so kahit siya, jyonhi tyonhi 

rahi, priti pari sahī, bidhisom na basani.. 4.. 


Sita's reply to Hanuman 
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Verse no. 5/7—‘Oh dear son (tata)! I feel grieved and melancholic even while talking 
to you. Remembering my mind's primary (first) vow (that I shall not live without my 
belove husband), and finding that my body is still alive, my mind and intellect are full 
of gloom, contrition and remorse (1). 


I had relied on (the firm conviction of) my mind and intellect, and had violated (or did 
not pay heed to) the advice of my husband and accompanied him to the forest 
thinking that (or under the impression that) it was in the best of my interests and well- 
being’. 

Oh Son! Separation from the husband and its accompanying sorrows, 
tribulations, agonies, miseries and pains are akin to snatching away everything there is 
to take away (or, that can be taken away) from the person representing the virtues of 
‘love and affection". 

It is true that if one loses a chance to prove the sincerity of oneself, there is no 
greater calamity (or damage to one's reputation) (2). 

['Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, from Chaupai line no. 2 that 
precedes Doha no. 61—to Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 68. 

^Here, the virtues of love and affection have been personified. Sita simply 
means that she should have died when she was kidnapped, or forcibly separated from 
Sri Ram, but she regrets and laments that she did not. This was the argument she had 
proferred at Ayodhya when Sri Ram had asked her to stay back in the city. At that 
time, she had argued that it was not possible for her to survive without him. Refer: 
Geetawali, Ayodhya Kand, verse no. 2/6, stanza no. 3.] 


‘Arya Putra’ (literally, a person belonging to the Aryan race, here meaning Sri Ram) 
has mercy and compassion even on his enemies (and opponents). My only regret is 
that everything went wrong for me. The Lord has been most benevolent, munificent 
and gracious on all—but when my turn (day, chance) came, he appeared to forget his 
natural temperament and habit’. [To wit, it appears to me, at least, that this is the 
reason why he is neglecting me, to teach me a lesson that I should have obeyed his 
commands at Ayodhya and stayed back instead of being stubborn and pretending to 
be too overtly devoted to him so much that I can't live without him! So now here I 
am: living without him!!] (3). 

['Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes 
Doha no. 14.] 


Forsooth and without gainsay it is true that it is only the ‘Papiha’ (the sparrow hawk) 
and the ‘fish’ that are true to their vows of love towards their respective objects’, and 
this is why both of them have been rightfully honoured by the people after proper 
deliberations and scrutiny." 

Tulsidas says that after saying this much, Sita abruptly felt silent; this was 
enough to endorse her intensity of affection and love for the Lord. [Probably, Sita had 
fainted, or was so overcome with grief and sorrows that she could not utter a word 
more.] 

No one has control over what the Creator (of destiny) wants (4). 

(‘The ‘Papiha’ drinks only the rain drops falling from the sky during the 
appearance of a special asterism called the Swati Nakshatra, for this bird would prefer 
death to drinking any other form of water to survive. Likewise, the ‘fish’ will not 
survive without water. Their unflinching loyalty towards their lovers—rain and water 
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respectively—are legendary. Sita here means that she would go down in history as an 
imposter and deceitful person who only pretended to have great love for her husband, 
for she did not die the instant she was separated from her. If her love would have been 
true like the sparrow hawk and the fish, she should have not survived so long without 
Lord Ram. | 
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matu! kaheko kahati ati bacana dina? 

tabaki tuhi janati, abaki haur hi kahata, 
sabake jiyaki janata prabhu prabina.. 1.. 

aise to socahi n'yaya nithura-nayaka-rata 
salabha, khaga, kuranga, kamala, mina. 
karunanidhanako to jyorn jyom tanu china bhayo, 
tyom tyom manu bhayo tere prema pina.. 2.. 
siyako saneha, raghubaraki dasa sumiri 
pavanaputa dekhi bhayo priti-lina. 

tulasi janako janani prabodha kiyo, 

'samujhi tata! jaga bidhi-adhina’.. 3.. 


Hanuman's Rejoinder 


Verse no. 5/8—[Hanuman replied to Sita—] ‘Mother (matu)! Why do you speak so 
sorrowful and gloomy words that are full of despair and anguish? What sort of 
affection the Lord (Sri Ram) had for you earlier, you are the best person to judge it; 
but what he has for you now, I too am a witness to it. 

The Lord is very expert and proficient in it, for he knows what is inside the 
heart of all (as he is omniscient, all-knowing, omnipresent and all-pervading). [To wit, 
why do you feel so depressed and say that Lord Ram has forgotten you or has less 
love for you. I have personally seen his distressed condition and the way he has been 
searching for you from forest to forest, wondering barefoot and wailing all the way. 
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Forsooth I can vouchsafe that he is more concerned about you than you can ever 
imagine.]' (1). 

[ Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, from Chaupai line no. 7 that 
precedes Doha no. 14—to Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 15.] 


This kind of sorrow, mournful and distressful behaviour can suit those who endear 
themselves with stone-hearted, stern and cruel lovers, such as the *moth' (which 
endears itself to the lamp and gets burnt by its flame), the ‘Papiha’ (sparrow hawk 
yearns for rain drops, but gets battered by hail and scorned by the cloud in the form of 
thunder), the ‘deer’ (who is attracted to music, and gets trapped and killed by the 
hunter), the *lotus' (that opens its petals at day break, but gets scorched by the sun) 
and the ‘fish’ (that cannot survive without water, but the latter isn't bothered about the 
fish's welfare as is evident when shoals of fish die due to a variety of causes inspite of 
being surrounded by water on all sides). [That is to say, the *wick of the lighted 
lamp’, the ‘rain-bearing cloud’, the ‘music used to lure the deer into the trap’, the 
‘daylight of the sun’, and the ‘water’ are not at all bothered about the good or bad 
fortune of their respective lovers.] 

That is alright as far as they are concerned. But the condition of Lord Ram is 
absolutely different, and there is no comparison. [Hanuman makes this comment 
because Sita has alluded to the ‘Papiha’ and the ‘fish’ in verse no. 5/7, stanza no. 4 to 
chide Lord Ram in the guise of admonishing herself over the quality of love she has 
for the Lord, saying in effect that he has forgotten her and neglected her just like the 
cloud and the water neglect the Papiha and the fish respectively.] 

Look, I have observed that even as the body of Sri Ram—who is an abode of 
mercy, compassion, kindness, benevolence, munificence, benediction and grace— gets 
gradually emaciated, his heart gets all the more robust and strengthened by the 
nourishment that it derives by the virtue of having love, endearment and affection for 
you.’ (2). 


Presently, seeing Sita's affection and recalling Raghubar's (Sri Ram's) condition, the 
son of the Wind God (Hanuman) was himself drenched and submerged in surging 
waves of love and affection. [To wit, Hanuman was overwhelmed with the emotions 
of pure love and affection for Lord Ram, and by the virtues of its purity and intensity, 
that he witnessed in his meeting with Sita.] 

Tulsidas says that then, the mother (Sita) consoled and advised her son 
(Hanuman), saying, ‘Oh dear son! This world (creation) is under the control of (i.e. is 
subservient) to the Creator. Understand this (and do not feel despaired or 
remorseful). [Now, when Sita saw the distressed condition of Hanuman, she 
immediately recovered herself and regained her composure, encouraging him to have 
courage and fortitude, for she feared that at this crucial juncture if Hanuman lost his 
wits and courage then everything would crumble and whatever chances there are of 
redemption would be lost for ever.] (3). 
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raga jaitasri 
(5/9) 


kahu kapi! kaba raghunatha krpa kari, harihaim nija biyoga sambhava dukha. 
rajivanayana, mayana-aneka-chabi, rabikula-kumuda-sukhada, mayanka- 
mukha.. 1.. 

biraha-anala-svasa-samira nija tanu jaribe kaham' rahi na kachu saka. 

ati bala jala barasata do'u locana, dina aru raina rahata ekahi taka.. 2.. 
sudrrha gyana avalambi, sunahu suta! rakhati prana bicari dahana mata. 
saguna rüpa, lila-bilasa-sukha sumirati karati rahati antaragata.. 3.. 

sunu hanumanta! ananta-bandhu karunasubhava sitala komala ati. 

tulasidasa yahi trasa jani jiya, baru dukha sahaurn, pragata kahi na sakati.. 4.. 


Sita's reply to Hanuman-I 


Verse no. 5/9—[Then Sita said—] ‘Say, Oh Monkey (kahu kapi)'! Tell me, will Lord 
Sri Ram ever come? Tell me, when will the Lord whose beauteous face is like the full 
moon's disc that provides happiness to the lily symbolising the exalted Solar race (in 
which Lord Ram was born), and say when will the Lord whose radiance is like that of 
millions of Kamdeos provide solace and succour to me by removing my agonies and 
pain arising out my separation from him?" (1). 

[The use of the word ‘monkey’ is not meant to be derogatory or demeaning 
in any manner whatsoever for Hanuman. Since the physical appearance of Hanuman 
resembled that of a monkey, Sita used this word. Remember, she has also addressed 
him as ‘son’, ‘dear’ etc. How can a monkey be a human's son? These are affectionate 
and endearing forms of address. 

^Lord Ram was born in the Sun Race, or the Solar Race. The lily flower 
thrives in the light of the moon. So here Sita means that Lord Ram provides happiness 
to the Solar-race just like the moon provides joy to the lily flower. 

Kamdeo/cupid is the patron god of beauty and charm. Hence, Lord Ram is 
compared to this god here because he is extremely charming and handsome to 
behold.] 


There is no doubt that my body would has been charred by the fierce fire of separation 
that was stoked by the wind called ‘Pran Vayu’ (a form of wind force which sustains 
life inside the body of all living beings). But howbeit I managed to survive because 
my these two eyes continued to douse the flame by constantly raining a torrent of 
water (tears). [This is why I could not die and my body could not be burnt.] (2). 
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Listen dear son (Sunahu suta)! I have taken recourse to sound and solid wisdom, and 
with its help, I have been able to protect my life and prevent this body from being 
burnt (or scorched to death). [Now I shall tell you how I managed to survive. | 

Forsooth, I had always, constantly and persistently, thought of (or concentrate 
my thoughts on) the Lord's divine form (which is called ‘Sagun’ or visible aspect or 
manifestation of the Supreme Being in the form of Lord Sri Ram), and I had been 
focusing my memory in remembering all his divine activities, and have all along been 
cherishing these sweet memories deep down in my heart. [To wit, this does not leave 
space for evil thoughts and forebodings to ever enter my heart. They give me 
sufficient courage, solace and succour, and in all sooth they act as a prop to support 
my morale from sinking to an abysmal low level.] (3). 


Listen Hanuman! Laxman's brother (“ananta-bandhu”; i.e. Sri Ram”) is of a very 
merciful, compassionate and kind temperament, is extremely calm and poised, and is 
of an immense soft heart that has tender emotions (karunasubhava sitala komala 
ati). 

Hence, realising that he will feel extremely distressed and sorrowful on 
hearing these things (i.e. about my woeful condition, how I managed to keep alive, 
my miseries, sorrows, troubles and tribulations), I cannot (or do not) say it overtly 
though I am in extreme distress and anguished, and going through intolerable 
miseries, agonies and pain’ (4). 

['Laxman was a manifestation of Seshnath, the legendary Serpent on whose 
coiled body Lord Vishnu reclines on the surface of the celestial ocean. This Serpent is 
also called ‘Anant’. Hence the phrase “ananta-bandhu” has been used by Sita for 
Lord Ram who is the brother of Laxman. 

“To wit, I wish to keep my miseries secret and confined to myself. I prithee 
that you would also not tell much of it to Lord Ram when you return, except to give 
him a hint of my situation, because if he hears of my condition as truly as it stands, he 
would grieve exceedingly, I am certain of it. And I don’t want him to feel sad and 
depressed and dejected as this is not the time for it. He has to remain strong and 
resolute at this crucial juncture, and if he feels weak in his heart and drops down on 
his knees in grief, everything will be lost. So it is wise for me to keep my agonies to 
myself and put up a brave face! 

Refer to Geetawali, Sundar Kand, verse no. 5/15, stanza no. 2 in this context. ] 
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raga kédara 
(5/10) 


kabahümi, kapi! raghava avahingé? 

mere nayanacakora pritibasa rakasasi mukha dikharavahinge.. 1.. 

madhupa, marala, mora, cataka hvai locana bahu prakara dhavahinge. 
anga-anga chabi bhinna-bhinna sukha nirakhi-nirakhi taham-tahanř 
chavahingé.. 2.. 

biraha-agini jari rahi lata jyorn krpadrsti-jala paluhavahinge. 

nija biyoga-dukha jani dayanidhi madhura bacana kahi samujhavahinge.. 3.. 
lokapala, sura, naga, manuja saba pare bandi kaba mukatavahinge? 
ravanabadha raghunatha-bimala-jasa naradadi munijana gavahinge.. 4.. 
yaha abhilasa raina-dina mere, raja bibhisana kaba pavahinge. 

tulasidasa prabhu mohajanita bhrama, bhedabud'dhi kaba bisaravahinge.. 5.. 


Sita's reply to Hanuman-II 


Verse no. 5/10—'Oh monkey! (See verse no. 5/9, stanza no. 1.) Will Raghav (Sri 
Ram) ever come? Will he ever show his moon-like face to my Chakor-like eyes which 
are enamoured by his love and affection’? (1). 

[The Chakor is the Indian red-legged partridge. This bird is said to be highly 
enamoured of the moon so much that it starts gazing at the moon as soon as it rises in 
the east, and continues to gaze at it till it sets in the west.] 


When I see him, my eyes will rush forward in various modes and in different ways to 
see him and have a glimpse of him in the best possible way they can, transmewing 
themselves into a bumble or a black-bee, a goose (or a swan), a peacock and a Papiha 
(the sparrow hawk) to enable me to have the best sight, the best view of Lord Ram's 
divine form from different perspectives and angles? (2). 

[Like a ‘black or the bumble-bee', my eyes would rest on his lotus-like face, 
eyes, palms, and soles of his holy feet. Like a ‘swan’, they will swim in the lake 
represented by his navels Like a ‘peacock’, they will dance and spread their plumes 
on seeing his dark complexioned body that resembles dark rain-bearing clouds, 
complete with its dazzle of lightening that would come with the shine of the Pitambar 
the Lord wears. And like a bird ‘Papiha’ my eyes would rush to drink the nectar of 
beauty that would drop from this dark-as-cloud body of the Lord.] 


Like a humble creeper, I am being scorched by the fire of separation. Will he revive 
me and make me blossom once again with the water of his merciful, compassionate 
and kind glance? 

Will he—who is an abode of kindness and graciousness—console and comfort 
me with his sweet words, realising that I am tormented by the sorrows, pains and 
anguish of separation? (3). 
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The Lokpals (custodians of the various Lokas or worlds), the Gods, the legendary 
Serpents and Humans—all of them are lying locked up in the prison (of the demon 
Ravana). [That is, the demons have subdued them all, and no one is free from their 
tyranny. | 

When will he (Sri Ram) liberate them, and when will Narad (the celestial 
sage) and other sages get an opportunity to hail the slaying of the demon Ravana, as 
well as the opportunity to sing about the pristine, pure and magnificent glories of Lord 
Raghunath (Sri Ram), and about the great, marvellous and stupendous great deeds that 
the Lord would have done? (4). 


I am anxious, day and night, to know when Vibhishan shall be crowned as the 
soverign (of Lanka)? And, when will the Lord forget and forgive me for first for the 
delusions I had (with respect to Marich whom I had erroneously thought to be a 
golden deer, and which error of judgement had led to such horrendous consequences), 
and then for my doubting the integrity and sincerity of Laxman (when he had tried to 
convince me that Lord Ram was in no danger, and I had utterly disregarded his advice 
and forced him to leave me alone in the wild forest and go to where the Lord was 
pursuing the deceitful deer)? (5). 

[ Refer: Geetawali, Aranya Kand, verse nos. 3/3—to 3/6. 

Sita realized that it was she who is to blame for all the misfortunes and 
miseries that have befallen upon them all—herself as well as Lord Ram and Laxman. 
She sorely regrets that she had fallen prey to delusions, not realizing that there cannot 
be a living deer that has a golden hide. It was she who had insisted that Lord Ram 
bring it for her. That was not all: for it was she who had forced Laxman to go behind 
the Lord inspite of the former telling her that the sound she heard of his name being 
called out was made by Marich and it was not a call by Lord Ram seeking his help. 

To wit, all the root of suffering can be traced back to her own foolishness, and 
therefore she is so worried if Lord Ram and Laxman would ever excuse her for her 
stupidity and stubborn nature.] 
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(5/11) 


satya bacana sunu matu janaki! 
janake dukha raghunatha dukhita ati, sahaja prakrti karunanidhanaki.. 1.. 
tuva biyoga-sambhava daruna dukha bisari ga' mahima subanaki. 


872 


natu kahu, kahan? raghupati-sayaka-rabi, tama-anika kaham jatudhanaki.. 2.. 
kahan hama pasu sakhamrga caricala, bata kahaurn maim bidyamanaki! 
kahani hari-siva-aja-püjya-gyana-ghana, nahi bisarati vaha lagani kanaki..3.. 
tuva darasana-sandesa suni hariko bahuta bha'i avalamba pranaki. 
tulasidasa guna sumiri ramake prema-magana nahi sudhi apanaki.. 4.. 


Hanuman Assures Sita of Lord Ram's Gracious Nature 


Verse no. 5/11—[Hanuman replied—] ‘Mother Janki (“matu janakt”; i.e. Mother 
Sita) Here my truthful and sincere words. Lord Sri Ram is always sorrowful, 
distressed, anguished and full of remorse at the miseries, agonies, sorrows and 
distresses of his devotees—this is the natural temperament and habit of the Lord who 
is an abode of mercy, compassion and grace (1). 


It is because of the intensity of the mental agonies generated by your separation that 
he has almost forgotten the potential powers of his arrows (and appears to be so 
dejected and despaired). 

Otherwise, say, whereas on the one hand is the sun-like splendour of Sri Ram's 
arrows, and on the other hand are the demons representing darkness; so how could the 
latter have survived in the presence of the former? [How can darkness ever survive or 
prevail in the presence of the sun? It is just that he has forgotten this fact about the 
powers of his arrows because his intellect has been mired by and submerged in the 
sorrows of your separation so much that the Lord's intellect has virtually become 
numb and he has lost his wits.] (2). 


I am telling you about ourselves—on the one hand are we, the fickle minded monkeys 
born as animals, and on the other hand is Lord Sri Ram who is most wise and 
intelligent as well as revered and worshipped by even the Trinity Gods consisting of 
(the creator) Brahma, (the sustainer) Vishnu and (the annihilator) Shiva. Inspite of 
this, I cannot forget how the Lord lends his ears to us and listens to our advice closely. 

In order to have private discussion, to seek our personal opinion, and to give 
instructions, I cannot forget how he brings his head close to our ears as if we are equal 
in stature to him even though we are very humble creatures and no match for the 
Lord's exalted being. [To wit, the Lord is omniscient and all-knowing as well as so 
exalted that even the Trinity Gods pay their respects to him, while we are simple 
living beings and no match for him. Yet, the Lord is so gracious and kind that he 
listens to us and pays heed to our advice; he consults us on all matters though he need 
not.] (3). 


When he had heard the news about you from the mouth of Sugriv, it was a kind of 
great prop or support for his life; the news rejuvenated his sagging spirits and injected 
life in his body.’ 

Tulsidas observes that by thus narrating the condition of Sri Ram and recalling 
his great virtues, noble bearing and excellent character, Hanuman was submerged 
(overwhelmed, imbued or soaked) in the virtues of love and affection for the Lord so 
much so that for some moments he even forgot who he was and what the prevailing 
situation was (i.e. he became unaware of his surroundings because of his surging 
emotions of love and affection for Lord Ram as he remembered the Lord's gracious 
nature) (4). 
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hanüman aura ravanaki bhernta 


raga kanhara 
(5/12) 


ravana! ju pai rama rana rose. 

ko sahi sakai surasura samaratha, bisisa kala-dasananitern cose.. 1.. 
tapabala, bhujabala, kai saneha-bala siva-biranci niki bidhi tose. 

so phala rajasamaja-suvana-jana apu na nasa apane pose.. 2.. 

tula pinaka, sahu nrpa, tribhuvana bhata-batori sabake bala jose. 
parasurama-se surasirOmani palamém bha'e khetake dhose.. 3.. 
kaliki bata balikt sudhi kari samujhi hitahita kholi jharokhe. 

kahyo kumantrinako na maniye, bari hani, jiya jani tridose.. 4.. 

jasu prasada janami jaga purasani sagara srje, khane aru sokhe. 
tulasidasa so svami na süjhyo, nayana bisa mandira ke-se mokhé.. 5.. 


Hanuman meets Ravana-I 


Verse no. 5/12—1[As it happened, after Sita and Hanuman had exchanged their 
respective news and Hanuman had assured her that soon Lord Ram will come with the 
army of monkeys and bears to free her from the clutches of the demons by defeating 
and slaying them in the war to free her, he requested her permission to feed himself 
on the fruits of the trees in the orchard where she was held captive. Sita first 
expressed her reservations as she did not wish any harm to come to Hanuman, but 
judging that he was exceptionally powerful and would be able to trounce her 
tormentors, she gave her consent. Hereat, Hanuman started to eat fruits, and using this 
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as an excuse he commenced to destroy the royal orchard of Ravana by breaking and 
uprooting its trees and plundering the place in general. 

The guards who tried to stop him were beaten black and blue. They rushed to 
report and complain to Ravana who became very peeved. He sent his son Meghanad 
to capture the intruder and bring him bound to court. Hanuman saw this as an 
opportunity to have a face-to-face with Ravana, and so he submitted himself to be 
bound and taken prisoner to the court of Ravana. 

In the full demon court where a large crowd had meanwhile gathered to 
witness the spectacle, an acerbic verbal dual full of vitriol ensued betwixt Ravana and 
Hanuman, with each calling the other names, and Hanuman severely rebuffing and 
rebutting Ravana in a very strong language that amounted to severe censor and insult 
for the demon king to which he was not accustomed. 

When the heated exchange reached its climax and got out of hand, Ravana 
ordered his ministers and attendants to punish Hanuman by burning his tail. Why the 
tail? Because the tail is very dear to a monkey and it is equivalent to inflicting severe 
insult to a person’s dignity and self respect by snipping off his ears or nose to deform 
him and make a clown of him. But this was one error that Ravana made and which led 
to the burning of his golden city of Lanka: for Hanuman first elongated his tail 
endlessly so that all the cloth available in Lanka was used to wrap it and soak it in oil, 
then he suddenly reduced the size of his body to loosen the grip of the ropes with 
which he was tied, slipped out easily, and then dragging the coiled cloth that burnt 
behind him and whipping it around him like a whip or a sling string, he jumped from 
one house to another, and in due course set the whole city afire. 

Having accomplished his task of settling accounts with Ravana on the one 
hand, and on the other hand successfully instilling sore affright in the minds and 
hearts of the demons as a whole to demoralize them, he jumped in the ocean, doused 
the flame, went to Sita and took her permission, and flew back boldly across the 
ocean to the other side of its shore where his companions were eagerly waiting for his 
arrival with the news of Sita. 

This part of the great story is narrated in great detail in Ram Charit Manas, 
Sundar Kand, from Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 17—to Chaupai line no. 
3 that precedes Doha no. 28. 

The ‘burning of Lanka’ has been vividly described in Tulsidas’ book 
*Kavitawalr", Sundar Kand, verse nos. 5/3—5/25. 

Presently, we read about these developments in our book Geetawali, Sundar 
Kand, from verse nos. 5/12—to 5/15.] 


Now, in the court of Ravana at Lanka, when Hanuman was presented as a captive, the 
latter said, *Oh Ravana! If Lord Ram becomes angry and agressive during the battle, 
which God or Demon is there in this world who can withstand his arrows which are 
like the jaws of death itself? (1). 


You have satisfied Lord Shiva and God Brahma with your austerities, strength and 
devotion. Now, in all wisdom and prudence, I advice you not to destroy your kith and 
kin who you've got as a blessing and a boon from them (Shiva and Brahma), and have 
nourished and sustained them yourself. [That is, don't do anything reckless and 
without thinking that would put you and your kin in great danger. Do not be the cause 
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of destruction of your own family and kith and kin by being inimical to Lord Ram.] 


(2). 


King Janak had weighed the strength of all the princes in this world against the bow 
of Lord Shiva and found them inept; even the most courageous and brave Parashuram 
became a dud (like a scare-crow in a farmer's field) in front of the valour and powers 
of Lord Ram! (3). 

['Hanuman refers to the Bow-breaking ceremony where Lord Ram had broken 
Lord Shiva's bow which no other warrior could as much as move an inch, and then 
when sage Parashuram came angrily to vent his ire at the Lord for breaking the bow 
of Lord Shiva whom Parashuram worshipped, Lord Ram had calmly tackled him and 
dissipated his anger effortlessly. 

Refer: Geetawali, Baal Kand, verse nos. 1/89—to 1/90; and Ram Charit 
Manas, Baal Kand, from Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 249—to Chaupai 
line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 285.] 


Even a little while ago (a few days ago), don't you remember the fate of Baali (the 
king of Kishkindha who was killed by Lord Ram using a single arrow), and can't you 
think what is good for you (aren't you aware that the same fate awaits you)? 

Look! Do not pay heed to sycophants and flatterers and ill-advised ministers, for 
you'll come to harm that way because your advisors’ wisdom have been eclipsed by 
the so-called three faults? (4). 

[ The three faults are the following—Adhibhautik which refers to the faults of the 
mind and lack of wisdom related to worldly behaviour and action, Adhyatmic which 
relates to one’s wisdom in the field of spiritual welfare, and Adhidaivic which relates 
to Gods and stars when they become angry, antagonistic and malevolent. When the 
three faults occur simultaneously the creature is brought to ruin because his mind and 
intellect cannot think properly, rationally, righteously, and for the welfare of the 
creature. | 


Oh you dull witted one! Don’t you know that Lord Ram’s predecessors who were 
born on this earth had first dug up the earth to create the mighty reservoir of water 
called the ocean, and then they had subdued the pride of the same ocean which had 
become haughty that no one can measure it or conquer it because of its vast size and 
bulk’. 

Say, if you can’t recognize the Lord (who belongs to this great family of kings 
who had created the ocean and then conquered it), then forsooth all your twenty eyes 
are nothing but hollows in the wall of a home! (5). 

[The legend has it that the ocean was ‘created’ by King Priya Vrat, son of 
Manu and Satrupa. He circumambulated the earth 7 times, creating the 7 oceans made 
of milk, curd, Ghee, butter-milk, sugarcane juice, salt and wine. The oceans were 
*dug-up' by King Sagar's 60,000 sons in search of the horse hidden by God Indra. The 
ocean was ‘consumed’ by sage Agastya in three gulps on the strength of Lord Ram's 
legendary holy name. ] 


RET ATR 
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raga maru 
(5/13) 


jo haum prabhu-ayasu lai calato. 

tau yahi risa tohi sahita dasanana! jatudhana dala dalato.. 1.. 
ravana so rasaraja subhata-rasa sahita lanka-khala khalato. 

kari putapaka naka-nayakahita ghane ghane ghara ghalato.. 2.. 
bare samaja laja-bhajana bhayo, baro kaja binu chalato. 
lankanatha! raghunatha-bairu-taru aju phaili phüli phalato.. 3.. 
kala-karama, digapala, sakala jaga-jala jasu karatala to. 

ta ripusom para bhumi rari rana jivana-marana suphala to.. 4.. 
dékhi maim dasakantha! sabha saba, montem ko'u na sabala to. 
tulasi ari ura ani eka aba eti galani na galato.. 5.. 


Hanuman Meets Ravana-II 


Verse no. 5/13—Severely reprimanding Ravana, Hanuman admonishes him: ‘Oh you 
ten-headed one (“dasanana”; Ravana)! If I had come with the Lord's permission, I 
would have found my capturing by you as an excuse to slay you along with all your 
demon army in my anger and wrath (1). 


I would have used the crucible representing Lanka and stirred the broth consisting of 
the (metal) mercury representing you, Ravana, along with the juice representing other 
warrior demons, whom I would have squeezed into a pulp into this crucible, to 
prepare a medicinal concoction for Indra, the king of gods who is being subjected to a 
great disease because of you rascals. Then, having readied this potion, I would have 
destroyed all the houses in Lanka and used them as cups and pots to serve this 
medicine to Indra! (2). 

['Here, Hanuman cites the practice of ancient medicine-men of preparing 
remedies to cure serious ailments by mixing different herbs and metals and boiling 
them in proclaim crucibles to prepare medicinal concoction that is then served to the 
patient. This is the usual way traditional medicinal potions are prepared. 
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In this analogy, the city of Lanka is treated as a huge crucible in which a 
variety of metals and herbs represented by the demons and their king Ravana would 
be crushed and beaten to pulp, then thoroughly mixed, stirred and heated by Hanuman 
to produce a concoction that has remedial values by way of redemption and 
retribution for the gods for the way the demons had been tyrannizing them since long. 
It will be like preparing an anti-biotic remedy to get rid of infection of germs and 
viruses symbolizing the demons that need the latter’s ‘juice’, their ‘serum’, their 
blood and flesh for its preparation. 

In brief, Hanuman says that for the purpose of preparing a remedy for Indra 
and other gods who are suffering from a disease that needs an unconventional anti- 
biotic medicine prepared from the blood and flesh of the germs and viruses 
representing the demons and their king Ravana, he would need to kill them all and 
squeeze them to pour out their *juice' on the streets of Lanak. Then, he would upturn 
the houses and mansions and use them as cups to serve this concoction to the gods to 
satisfy their thirst and cure them of their desire for retribution upon the demons who 
had been tormenting these gods since long. But unfortunately, his hands are tied as his 
Lord, Sri Ram, has not given him the permission to do so. 

Hanuman hinted to Ravana not to provoke him beyond a certain tolerable 
limit. Because 1f Ravana did not desist and continues with his haughty behaviour, then 
Hanuman would be forced to take immediate steps to carry out the treatment for the 
disease of the gods which is the basic mandate of his Lord Sri Ram. And in doing so 
Hanuman would be well within his brief, and would not be violating the Lord's 
mandate, because when a war is fought, then a wise commander leaves many 
decisions to be taken by the foot soldier on the battle field as the situation demands on 
the spot, with the broad aim of winning the war, rather then being too overtly 
concerned with procedures and processes like a bureaucrat, that would entail obeying 
the commander and seeking his permission for each and every move on the battle 
field, which may not be feasible and practical in the heat of battle. Some discretion 
and freedom is always given to the messenger or the soldier by a wise and prudent 
lord and commander.] 


Today, I am ashamed to be defamed and become a victim of derision and shame at 
your hands without any cause (especially when I am fully competent to give a 
befitting reply to you) in this huge gathering. I would have done this great work (refer 
stanza 2 herein above) most easily. 

Oh king of Lanka! The tree of enmity with Raghunath (Sri Ram) that you have 
sown would have blossomed and borne large fruits (by way of your death and the 
slaying of the entire demon race)! (3). 


Forsooth, even ‘Kaal’ (death, time and circumstances), ‘Karma’ (deeds, their effects, 
and one's destiny), and ‘Dikpals’ (the custodians of the four corners of the world; a 
kind of demi gods), along with the rest of this deluding creation, is subject to the 
control of Lord Ram, and are under his hands (i.e. all of them obey his commands as 
he is the Lord of creation). 

Say, how lucky and fortunate I would have been if I had had an opportunity to 
fight his battle for him, right inside the country and the capital city of the Lord's 
enemy. Verily, then both my life as well as my death would have been proved 
worthwhile, fruitful and successful (1.e. put to good use) (4). 
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Oh 10-necked (or 10-headed) Ravana (dasakantha)! I have seen your whole 
assembly. There is no one more strong and brave in it than me. If I had got my Lord's 
permission, I would not have so meekly and so easily submitted myself to you, having 
judged the strength of the enemy. 

[To wit, having recognised that you do not stand a fig of a chance in front of 
me, I am not that stupid that I would have let you humiliate me with impunity in the 
way you are doing. I wouldn’t have taken it lying down with docility and humbleness. 
I would have taught you a lesson that you wouldn't have forgotten in your life. But, 
the only constraint is that Sri Ram has barred me to harm you—refer verse no. 5/4, 
stanza no. 5.] (5).’ 


Mani fdarg 
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sitajise vida'l 


(5/14) 


taulaum, matu! apu nike rahibo. 

jaulaum haum lyavaum raghubirahi, dina dasa aura dusaha dukha sahibo.. 1.. 
sokhikai, khétakai, bamdhi sētu kari utaribo udadhi, na bohita cahibo. 

prabala danuja-dala dali pala adhamem, jivata durita dasanana gahibo.. 2.. 
bairibrmda-bidhava-banitaniko dekhibo bari-bilocana bahibo. 

sanuja senasameta svamipada nirakhi parama muda mangala lahibo.. 3.. 
lanka-daha ura ani manibo samicu rama sevakako kahibo. 

tulası prabhu sura sujasa ga'ihaim, miti jaihai sabako socu dava dahibo.. 4.. 


Hanuman takes leave from Sita to return to Lord Ram-I 


Verse no. 5/14—[In Geetawali, the details of the ‘burning of Lanka’ has been 
skipped, perhaps because the book's primary author, Goswami Tulsidas, has aleady 
narrated it in vivid detail in one of his other books on the story of Lord Ram, i.e. in 
‘Kavitawali’, Sundar Kand. An English version of this book has already been 
published by me, the present author of these books. A brief glimpse is also provided 
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in Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, from Doha no. 24—to Chaupai line no. 8 that 
precedes Doha no. 26. 

Having reduced Lanka to ashes, Hanuman jumped in the ocean to douse the 
flame of his burning tail, and then having cooled himself he came back to Sita to seek 
her permission to go back to Lord Ram and report to him. This is narrated in verse 
nos. 5/14—5/15 herein below. | 


At the time of departure, Hanuman said to Sita, ‘Oh Mother! Take care of your self 
till the time I bring Lord Ram here. Tolerate this agony and sorrow for another ten 
days (dina dasa aura dusaha dukha sahibo) (1). 


We have to cross the ocean either by drying it, filling it, or constructing a bridge over 
it. We do not need a boat or a ship. Then our great army will destroy the enemy's 
army in half a second (“prabala danuja-dala dali pala adhamem" literally 
meaning ‘very soon’), and catch hold of the ten-headed Ravana alive (jivata durita 
dasanana gahibo)! (2). 

[ Refer: Geetawali, Sundar Kand, verse no. 5/6, stanza no. 4.] 


You shall watch the widows of the enemy shed tears, and shall derive immense joy 
seeing Sri Ram and Laxman with their army (3). 


Seeing what I've done to Lanka, you should be now reassured and believe me in what 
I, the messenger of Lord Ram, say~.’ 

Tulsidas says that soon the time would come for the Gods to sing the glory of 
Lord Ram and for the end of their burning in the fire of sorrows (inflicted upon them 
by the demons)’ (4). 

[ Refer: Geetawali, Sundar Kand, verse no. 5/5, stanza nos. 6-7. 

*It will be pertinent to note here that Tulsidas has completely excluded the 
burning of Lanka and its accompanying havoc in Geetawali. For, he had described 
this feat with great enthusiasm and aplomb in the Sundar Kand of Kavitawali as well 
as in Ram Charit Manas—where he has painted a very vivid picture of the mayhem 
and destruction. See authors book on Kavitawali as well as Ram Charit Manas. What 
Hanuman did to Lanka is just mentioned in the passing in stanza 4 line 1 here. A little 
better hint is available when Laxman describes to Sri Ram the achievements of 
Hanuman on the latter's return to Kishkindha in verse no. 5/16, stanza nos. 1-11 
which follows shortly. 

Well, though not specifically narrated in Geetawali, the burning of Lanka by 
Hanuman is an incontrovertible fact narrated in all other versions of the story of 
Ramayan, even those classics penned by Tulsidas himself as indicated above. 

Now, after completely burning Lanka to ashes, Hanuman jumped in the ocean 
to douse the burning cloth that he had being dragging behind him, and also to refresh 
himself by taking a cool bath in the water of the ocean. Then he met Sita once again 
before making his exit from Lanka to report back to Lord Ram in Kishkindha.] 


(5/15) 
aia aad Rar ay wea sar | 
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(5/15) 


kapike calata siyako manu gahabari ayo. 

pulaka sithila bhayo sarira, nira nayananhi chayo.. 1.. 

kahana cahyō samdésa, nahi kahyo, piyaké jiya ki jani hrdaya dusaha dukha 
durayo. 

dekhi dasa byakula harisa, grismake pathika jyom dharani tarani-tayo.. 2.. 
micatem nica lagi amarata, chalako na balako nirakhi thala parusa prema 
payo. 

kai prabodha matu-pritisom asisa dinhim hvaihai tiharo'! manabhayo.. 3.. 
karuna-kopa-laja-bhaya-bharo kiyo gauna, mauna hi carana kamala sisa nayo. 
yaha sanéha-sarabasa samau, tulasi rasana rukhi, tahi tern parata gayo.. 4.. 


Hanuman takes leave from Sita to return to Lord Ram-II 


Verse no. 5/15—As soon as Hanuman left, Sita's heart overflowed and was 
overwhelmed with emotions. Her body was thrilled and benumbed, while tears welled 
up in her eyes (1). 


She wanted to send a message (for Sri Ram), but considering the mental condition of 
her husband, she decided to hold back her insurmountable sorrows and profound 
torments inside her heart (i.e. she did not want to reveal them as it would only add to 
his miseries)". 

Seeing her woeful and agitated condition, torn as she was in a dilemma? and 
grieving beyond measure, the king of monkeys (Hanuman) became emotionally upset, 
anguished, agitated and extremely tormented’ like a pedestrian gets horrified when he 
has to walk on the ground which is heated by a scorching sun in the summer month’. 
(2). 

[ Refer to Geetawali, Sundar Kand, verse no. 5/9, stanza no. 4 in this context. 

^What dilemma did Sita have? Well, on the one hand she wished to die due to 
the grief of separation from Lord Ram, and on the other hand she wished to live to see 
the Lord once again. Then, sometimes she wished to tell Hanuman to convey details 
of her miserable condition to Lord Ram, then she would decide against it as it would 
cause unnecessary sorrows for the Lord. She was like on a see-saw, thinking one way 
for a moment, and then deciding on another the other moment. 
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Refer: Geetawali, Sundar Kand, verse no. 5/5, stanza no. 1, and verse no. 5/8, 
stanza no. 3. 

^The ground under the feet becomes so hot that it literally burns one's soles, 
and walking barefoot is an exercise in torture and horror. Blisters form and one gets 
immensely agitated and woeful.] 


He regretted at his eternal life which he considered worse than death?. 

Seeing that there was no scope for employing cunning, trickery, and use of 
force and strength of arms (to destroy the enemy there and there), he felt that his love 
(devotion for and loyalty to Sri Ram) was too much for him to bear with under the 
present circumstances (because it is out of his respect for Lord Ram that he had to 
somehow restrain himself, for otherwise he would have himself killed all the demons 
and take Sita back to Kishkindha on his back without even once asking the Lord for 
his permission). 

Thence, Sita consoled him affectionately like a mother, and blessed him 
saying ‘What you have in your mind will be done. (But, wait for the right moment)’.’ 
(3). 

[ Hanuman had a boon of a long, eternal life, and because of it he wouldn't die 
even if he wanted to. So, he was so remorseful that he would have preferred death to 
being alive and be a witness to such a woeful spectacle of Sita without being able to 
do anything about it; for he was unable to avenge Sita's torments inflicted upon her by 
Ravana inspite of being capable of doing it because the Lord had not instructed him to 
do so. This frustration—at being tied down because of Sri Ram's constraining 
orders—added to his despair and woes. 

^He felt that had it not been for the danger of violating established norms of 
devotion, which include following the Lord's orders without asking questions and to 
do as you are told, he would have crushed the demons like nine pins and would have 
taken Sita back. 

"This almost sealed the fate of the demons, for Hanuman had wished that he 
would crush the demon army single handedly and avenge Sita's agonies. This is 
perhaps the reason why the entire credit for demolishing the enemy was given to 
Hanuman in the Sundar and Lanka Kands of Kavitawali. There, even Lord Sri Ram 
was spellbound and astonished at the valour and marvelous deeds of Hanuman in the 
battle ground, so much so that he expressed this in clear terms to Laxman. Refer: 
Kavitawali, Lanka Kand, verse no. 6/40. In fact, even a cursory reading of the Sundar 
and Lanka Kands of Kavitawali would make it abundantly clear that the war of Lanka 
was fought and won by Hanuman single-handedly, and the rest of the warriors of the 
Lord's army only played a secondary role.] 


Thereafter, Hanuman silently bowed his head at the feet of Sita (to pay his obeisance 
to her), and filled with compassion and pity (for Sita), anger and indignation (at 
Ravana), shame and regret (at himself, that he could not avenge his insult and pour his 
wrathful anger on the demons) and fear (that Sri Ram would become annoyed because 
he had burnt the city of Lanka without his permission), he made his exit from there 
(from Lanka). 

Tulsidas admonishes himself by saying that he is so insensitive and 
emotionless that is able to describe those touching moments of Hanuman taking his 
leave from Sita. [To wit, it was a gravely poignant moment, and Sita was left alone to 
face her fate till the Lord comes to rescue her. The bidding of good-bye by Hanuman 
was a moment full of emotions and grief, for neither he nor Sita wished to be out of 
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touch with each other. Hanuman was worried about what would happen to her in his 
absence, and Sita was worried as to what would happen next after Hanuman left the 
place.]* (4). 

[Much is left here on imagination. Sita's last and only channel of 
communicating with Sri Ram was gone. The future was uncertain, and she found 
herself once again alone and forlorn in an enemy's land. 

The condition can be compared to a person marooned on a desolate island 
with cannibals all around. Then a ray of hope comes as a spy sent by the king of the 
realm to locate that person, and the spy also leaves with promise of coming back with 
reinforcements to rescue him. What if the reinforcements so promised do not 
materialize? There are hordes of imponderables, a sea of uncertainties. The endless 
barrier of the ocean has to be crossed; the demons are so fierce that they had subdued 
and imprisoned even the gods, and were armed to the teeth. The Lord has to fight a 
war on an alien soil whereas the demons were on their home turf, which is always a 
dangerous prospect for an invading army. 

One can well visualize the state of that person's mind and physical bearing. 
The tortures at the hands of the enemy are bound to increase— because the spy was 
revealed and caught red handed, the city was burnt by him, the impotence and 
incompetence of the demons in the face of Sri Ram's single messenger had come to 
the fore—and it is sure now that they will wreak vengeance upon her for all they had 
to endure, finding her without any protection once Hanuman left for Kishkindha. 
There was the looming danger of a calamitous war. In all sooth, Sita must have been 
petrified with fear! 

This verse highlights Sita's anguish and apprehension on one hand, and her 
indomitable spirit and confidence on the other hand.] 





STAMOS) WE WA UI AAT 
RT TAT 


(5 / 16) 


ygufa! eal seat SAT | AMAR web ATI 111 
skrean gfe aie | uel ware creat wm 2ii 
fac ufer, ake urg [wer afta wf weal stars 11311 
OMA «fern ent xa alg | fo Teta great deme || 41 
fay slot wet Vh APT aT | wel ag ae sm SI 511 
ange smgfd fed urges | ake eme war art fear || 611 
ade ege, aor fgera | Ra vate weet um 7 
sgae YP ate ceri xq TR IR safe CARI 81! 
aR Yar God eA ws oR GRA AR GI! 911 
Orel ay Wes years | Ge vas—Yast «fer gSA ETT | 110 | | 
arafe—qaté of mR festa act Hey Ast ATA AT |111 1 | 
a wed ass e dí sig AM aed qfad Heal Gory | 1121 | 
aT Tor UA, Wal fezp Sos | VA VA GSA WIE Gerken | 113 1 | 















































hanumanjika bhagavan ramaké pasa pahumcana 


883 


raga basanta 
(5/16) 


raghupati! dekho ayo hanumanta. lankésa-nagara khelyo basanta.. 1.. 
Srirama-kajahita sudina sodhi. sathi prabodhi lamghyo payodhi.. 2.. 
siya-pamya pūji, asisa pa'i.phala amiya sarisa khayo agha'i.. 3.. 

kanana dali, hori raci bana'i. hathi tela-basana baladhi bamdha'i.. 4.. 

li'é dhola cale samga loga lagi. barajora da'i cahum ora agi.. 5.. 

akhata ahuti kiye jatudhana. lakhi lapata bhabhari bhage bimana.. 6.. 
nabhatala kautuka, lanka bilapa. parinama pacahim pataki papa.. 7.. 
hanumana-hamika suni barasi phüla. sura bara bara baranahirn lamigüra.. 8.. 
bhari bhuvana sakala kalyana-dhüma. pura jari barinidhi bori luma.. 9.. 
janaki tosi pose'u pratapa. jaya pavana-suvana dali du'ana-dapa..10.. 
nacahim-küdahim kapi kari binoda.pivata madhu madhubana magana 
moda..11.. 

yom kahata lasana gahé pamya a'i.mani sahita mudita bhentyo utha'i..12.. 
lage sajana sena, bhayo hiya hulasa. jaya jaya jasa gavata tulasidasa..13.. 


Hanuman back in Kishkindha to report to Lord Ram 


Verse no. 5/16—[Hanuman roared back with a thunder over the ocean with increased 
enthusiasm than what he had on his way to Lanka, because he was successful in his 
mission and this injected a sense of extreme joy and excitement in him. His 
companions were waiting for him on this side of the shore, and as soon as they saw 
him and espied his cheerful countenance they immediately deduced that he had found 
Sita. Soon upon landing, Hanuman was thronged by them, all caressing him, 
showering their love and prise upon him, and applauding him as their saviour and 
hero. Then the company departed from the shore of the ocean in a procession of 
victory, and like an army returning to its king after a successful campaign, all the 
messengers who had accompanied Hanuman to the ocean's shore from Kishkindha 
regarded themselves as one team which has won. They danced and sang on the way 
back, and when near the capital they entered the royal orchard of the monkey king 
Sugriv, eating and jumping around as is the wont of frolicking monkeys who are let 
loose. 

Meanwhile, one of the companions was rushed to Kishkindha with an express 
order to report about Hanuman's successful mission. He went fortwith and told 
everyone in the capital about the exploits of Hanuman. The news reached the ears of 
Laxman who conveyed it to Lord Ram even before the main party arrived. 

Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Doha no. 27—to Chaupai line no. 6 
that precedes Doha no. 30.] 


Hearing the news of Hanuman's successful return from Lanka, Laxman said to Ram, 
‘Lord! See, Hanuman has come back. He has literally played Holi’ in Lanka (1). 
['Holi—It is a festival of colours celebrated in the Basant season which falls 
roughly in February-March. It is related to the story of Prahalad, a child devotee of 
Lord Vishnu whose father was a demon named Hiranyakashipu. The child was put to 
great torture by his demon father so that he stops worshipping Lord Vishnu. The 
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demon had attempted to get him burnt alive on a fire but Prahalad survived unscathed. 
In the night a fire is lit and rituals performed to commemorate that event. On the next 
day coloured water and powder is used to celebrate. It is also a festival to honour the 
spirit of universal brotherhood as even strangers are welcome to join and celebrate. 
The colour removes all distinction of caste and creed, and the entire mass of humanity 
looks like one big sea of colour. The spring season also heralds flowers and trees of 
myriad colours, and this is metaphorically depicted by playing with colours on the 
streets and in the homes. 

In the present case, Holi is cited with reference to the burning of Lanka 
because the city was burnt to ashes while Sita and Vibhishan’s residence remained 
unscathed just like Prahalad escaped from the fire in which his aunt was burnt. ] 


Fixing an auspicious day for your work, he had assured his companions and leapt 
across the ocean (2). 


There he worshipped Sita's holy feet and ate his full of the sweet fruits in the Ashok 
grove (3). 


Then he lay waste that garden and prepared for playing a symbolic form of Holi, and 
respectfully urged the demons to wrap his tail with cloth soaked in oil (4). 


People mocked him and beat drums before he set fire in all the four directions 
(corners) of the city (5). 


He offered the demons as sacrifice in the fire; seeing its leaping flames, even the 
chariots of Gods hurriedly escaped from the site (6). 


At that moment, there was a lot of wonder and marvel amongst the Gods in the sky 
and wailing amongst the demons; a sinner is at last burnt in his own sins (7). 


Hearing his roar, the God's repeatedly showered flowers and praised his tail (8). 


In this way, spreading the good news everywhere (about the Lord’s glories and his 
arrival to eliminate the scourage of the demons as had been promised to the Gods on 
some previous occasion), then burning to ashes the city of Lanka (as a prelude to the 
final destruction of its inhabitants, the demons), he had jumped in the ocean to douse 
his tail. Thereafter, he consoled Sita, and reinforced your glory. 

Verily, we all praise the glory of Hanuman who is the destroyer of false pride 
of all enemies (of the Lord as well as his devotees) (9-10). 


At present, he and his companions are enjoying themselves on their success by 
drinking honey in the Forest of Honey (Madhu Van)’ (11). 

[ Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, from Chaupai line no. 7 that 
precedes Doha no. 28—to Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 29.] 


While Laxman was talking with Lord Ram, Hanuman came and clasped the Lord’s 
feet, and Lord Ram embraced him most affectionately’. 

Then, the Lord took the jewel of Sita's hair (a pin; *Chudamanr") that 
Hanuman had brought along with him as a token of his meeting with Sita (just as he 
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had taken Lord Ram’s signet ring when he had gone to Lanka to convince Sita of his 
credentials)’ (12). 

['Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes 
Doha no. 30; Doha no. 32 and Chaupai line nos. 1-4 that follows it. 

“Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, (i) Chaupai line nos. 1-2 that 
precede Doha no. 27; and (ii) Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 31.] 


All were very happy on Hanuman's return and started to prepare the army (for the 
assault on Lanka)". 

Tulsidas also joins them in singing the glories of Lord Ram at that auspicious 
moment (13). 

[P Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, from Chaupai line no. 6 that 
precedes Doha no. 34—to Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 35.] 
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raga jaitasri 
(5/17) 


sunahu rama bi$ramadhama hari! janakasuta ati bipati jaise sahati. 

‘hē saumitri-bandhu karunanidhi!’ mana mahanmi ratati, pragata nahim 
kahati..1.. 

nijapada-jalaja biloki sokarata nayanani bari rahata na eka chana. 

manahu nila niraja sasi-sambhava rabi-biyoga do'u sravata sudhakana.. 2.. 
bahu racchasi sahita taruke tara tumhare biraha nija janama bigovati. 
manahu dusta indriya sankata mahan? bud'dhi bibeka udaya magu jovati.. 3.. 
suni kapi bacana bicari hrdaya hari anapayani sada so eka mana. 

tulasidasa sukha-sukhatita hari soca karata manahu prakrta jana.. 4.. 


Hanuman's Report to Lord Ram-I 


Verse no. 5/17— [When the group led by Hanuman reached Lord Ram, he bowed his 
head in respect to the Lord and narrated the soulful condition of Sita to him. The 
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following verse nos. 5/17—to 5/20 from Geetawali narrate the intensity and 
poignancy of Sita’s emotional sufferings and physical torments. 

Refer also to: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, from Chaupai line no. 8 that 
precedes Doha no. 30—to Doha no. 31.] 


[Hanuman reported—] ‘Oh Sri Ram, Oh Hari (another name for Lord Vishnu)! You 
are an abode or treasury of bliss (rama bi$ramadhama hari)! Listen to the way Sita 
is coping with extreme sorrows and insurmountable torments and anguish. 

She does not overtly say anything about her anguish and tribulations, arising 
out of separation from you. Instead of it, she consistently mutters the words ‘Oh 
brother of Laxman, the son of Sumitra'! Oh the merciful Lord who is compassionate 
and kind! (hé saumitri-bandhu karunanidhi)’ (1). 

['In the Hindu tradition, a wife is not supposed to take the first name of her 
husband. That is why Sita remembered Sri Ram, but pronounced his name indirectly 
by referring to him as ‘Lord’ and ‘brother of Laxman’ even as she freely called 
Laxman by his name as he was her husband’s brother and no such restrictions applied 
on him. |] 


She constantly stares intently at her lotus-like feet, while the tears from her sorrowful 
eyes do not stop even for a moment as if the two blue lotuses, which have emerged 
from the moon, incessantly drip drops of nectar because of the agony of separation 
from the sun? (2). 

[ Here, the ‘moon’ is Sita's beautiful face, the ‘blue lotus flowers’ are her 
eyes; the ‘sun’ is Sri Ram and the ‘drops of nectar’ which are dripping are the flow of 
tears from her eyes. As is evident, a lotus loves the sun, but since it is trapped inside 
the moon, it cannot face or see its beloved sun, for the sun and the moon do not rise 
together but are slotted for the day and night respectively. | 


Surrounded by numerous demonesses and submerged in the anguish of your 
separation, she passes her days most remorsefully under a tree as if the intellect, 
trapped amongst the wicked sense organs, is awaiting the rising of wisdom (to liberate 
it from their shackles}? (3).’ 

[ The sense organs of a creature's body keep on constantly distracting him as 
they always yearn to derive the pleasures from their respective sense objects in this 
material world. This robs the creature of his peace and happiness. As soon as wisdom 
dawns upon him, he realizes the futility of this pursuit, and consequentially withdraws 
himself from the material world and its deluding charms. This metaphysical truth is 
being alluded to here by Hanuman. ] 


Hearing the words (i.e. narration of Sita's miserable, wretched and woeful condition) 
from Hanuman, the Lord determined in his heart that Sita has my eternal, stable and 
pure devotion firmly entrenched (rooted, established) in her heart. 

Tulsidas says that thinking thus, Sri Hari (Ram) began lamenting and grieving, 
though he is beyond the reach of such mundane emotions as happiness and distress, 
joys and sorrows’ (4). 

['By using the word “Hari”, meaning Lord Vishnu, for Lord Ram, Tulsidas 
wishes to emphasis that we should not be misled by seeing Sri Ram wailing for a 
woman like an ordinary man. This is part of the play he has to act—because the Lord 
has assumed a human form. Would it not look highly incongruous and untenable if he 
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laughs and shows that he cares not a dime about Sita because he is the Lord of all 
creation, and as such, worldly emotions do not affect him? 

A good actor is one who plays the role perfectly, without faltering a whit, as 
long as he is on the stage. But once off the stage, he regains his composure, becomes 
his former self. This will answer the skeptics who say that Ram was infatuated by a 
woman. No; not at all. The Lord was simply playing his role as a human being to 
perfection. Refer also to: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, (1) Chaupai line nos. 16- 
17 that precede Doha no. 30; (11) Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 37; and 
(111) Chaupai line nos. 1-4 that precede Doha no. 39.] 
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raga kédara 
(5/18) 


raghukulatilaka! biyoga tihare. 

maim dekhi jaba ja'i janaki, manahu biraha-mürati mana mare.. 1.. 
citra-se nayana aru garhese carana-kara, marhe-se sravana, nahi sunati 
pukare. 

rasana ratati nama, kara sira cira rahai, nita nijapada-kamala nihare..2.. 
darasana-asa-lalasà mana maham rakhé prabhu-dhyana prana-rakhavare. 
tulasidasa püjati trijata nike ravare guna-gana-sumana samvaré.. 3.. 


Hanuman's Report to Lord Ram-II 


Verse no. 5/18—‘Oh the most exalted one in king Raghu's clan (raghukulatilaka")! 
When I first went and saw Sita, she looked so pathetic, tormented and miserable by 
the agony of your separation that she resembled ‘Separation and Loss’ personified, 
sitting in the form of an uncared for and neglected statue to me (1). 


[Describing her pathetic state, he goes on to tell the Lord—] Her eyes were immobile 
like that of a portrait; the limbs were cast in a fixed position as 1f moulded or sculpted 
from a stone; her ears too appeared to be chiseled out from the same stone. As a result 
of which, she did not listen (and respond) when someone called out to her. She chants 
your name incessantly. Her hand pensively support her head, while the eyes are 
constantly transfixed at her own lotus-like feet (2). 
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She has a great yearning to have your Darshan (divine and holy viewing). 

Hence (in order to prevent the exit of her soul from her body), she has made 
her ‘concentration’ as her guard to keep vigil on her soul.” 

Tulsidas says that, further, it is also true that the demoness Trijata worships 
her with the symbolic flowers that represent Lord Ram’s glories, virtues, fame and 
majesty’. (3) 

['To wit, she concentrates on your name, on your glories, on your divine form, 
on your activities and the hope of meeting you once again. This acts as a guard 
against her soul from leaving her body. Refer: Geetawali, Sundar Kand, verse no. 5/9 
in this context. 

*Trijata constantly reminds Sita about the Lord's name and glories. She keeps 
Sita’s hopes alive by reminding her of Lord’s great powers and strength. She is the 
only one who supports Sita in the otherwise desolate, hostile and bleak surroundings 
at Lanka.Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-8 that precede 
Doha no. 11; Lanka Kand, from Chaupai line no. 1 that precede Doha no. 99—to 
Chaupai line no. 1 that precede Doha no. 100.] 
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(5/19) 


atihi adhika darasanaki arati. 

rama-biyoga asoka-bitapatara siya nimesa kalapasama tarati.. 1.. 
bara-bara bara barijalocana bhari bhari barata bari ura dharati. 

manahu birahake sadya ghaya hiye lakhi taki-taki dhari dhiraja tarati..2.. 
tulasidasa jadyapi nisibasara china-china prabhumuüratihi niharati. 

mitati na dusaha ta'u tanaki, yaha bicari antara gati harati.. 3.. 


Hanuman's Report to Lord Ram-III 


Verse no. 5/19—[Hanuman continued—] ‘Sita is greatly eager to have your Darshan 
(i.e. she is eager to have your divine and sacred sight). 

She is spending each moment like it were a ‘Kalpa’ (i.e. a very long period of 
time), drowned in the sorrows and anguish of your separation as she sits sad and 
forlorn under that Ashok Tree (1). 


She fills her eyes with warm water (tears) and repeatedly pours it on her heart as if 
she is trying to wash the blisters representing pains of separation which keep forming 
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repeatedly in her heart with warm water so as to soothe them and prevent them from 
spreading." (2). 
['Refer: Geetawali, Sundar Kand, verse no. 5/9.] 


Tulsidas says that though she recalls the image of the Lord (on her mental screen) and 
remembers him day and night, the torments, sorrows and agitations of her body do not 
seem to abate or end. 

Hence, the internal peace (which she gets by remembering the Lord) gets 
defeated in the face of external signs of agonies and miseries (as is evident from her 
transfixed stare, immobile body, constant tears pouring down from her eyes, lack of 
hunger and proper care of the body that has made her very emaciated and weary, and 
so on.) (3). 
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(5/20) 


tumhare biraha bha' gati jauna. 

cita dai sunahu, rama karunanidhi! janaum kachu, pai sakaum kahi haurn 
na..1.. 

locana-nira krpinake dhana jyom rahata nirantara locanana kona. 

‘na’ dhuni-khagi laja-pirjjari maham rakhi hiye bare badhika hathi mauna..2.. 
jehi batika basati, taham khaga-mrga taji-taji bhaje puratana bhauna. 
svasa-samira bhenta bha'i bhorehu, tehi maga pagu na dharyo tihunř pauna.. 
ce 

tulasidasa prabhu! dasa sīyakī mukha kari kahata hoti ati gauna. 

dijai darasa, düri kijai dukha, hau tumha arata-arati dauna.. 4.. 


Hanuman's Report to Lord Ram-IV 


Verse no. 5/20—[A lot of metaphors have been used by Hanuman in this verse to 
describe the exceedingly sorrowful condition of Sita.] 


‘Oh Lord Ram, the abode of mercy and compassion (rama karunanidhi)! Listen 
carefully at the (physical and mental) state of Sita that she is suffering from as a 
consequence of your separation. I am aware of it a bit, but I cannot (fully) narrate (or 
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describe) it (because words have their own limitations and they won’t be able to do 
justice to the gravity and intensity of Sita’s grief, horrors and torments) (1). 


The tears in her eyes always remain at the corner like the wealth of a miser'. 

[ To wit, a miser is very careful about his wealth; he does not want to show it 
to others and so hides it somewhere, but keeps a close watch on it from the corners of 
his eyes. Likewise, the tears are not shed from the eyes of Sita because she does not 
want others to know about the gravity and intensity of her grief and agonies. She 
makes her best effort to conceal her tears, but they continue to pop up on the corners 
of her eyes just like the great riches of a miser that are so huge that they virtually spill 
over from his coffers though he tries to keep them firmly under lock and key.] 

A mighty hunter representing ‘silence’ has forcibly caught hold of a bird 
called ‘Alas’ (i.e. the sound of lamentation, woes, anguish and sorrows), and has 
trapped it in a ‘cage’ of shame and hesitation, and ‘tucked it away’ in the secret 
chambers of his heart". 

[ Hence, that sound of moaning and utter dismay—‘Alas, Ah, Alack” ete — 
remains muted and cannot come out or be heard openly from the mouth of Sita as she 
is both ashamed to pronounce them and hesitant too as it may invite taunt and sarcasm 
from the demonesses who have been assigned by the demon king Ravana to guard her 
and keep tormenting her. In other words, Sita sighs silently as she has been overcome 
with hopelessness and haplessness. She is distraught and resigned to her ill-fate. She 
is counting her days and waiting for death to relieve her of her miseries.] (2). 


In the garden where she lives, all the birds and animals have abandoned their 
traditional homes (i.e. they have left the Ashok grove and fled from there because of 
the heat generated by the fire of Sita's sorrows and miseries), and the wind—which is 
usually cool, soft and fragrant—does not step in that direction for fearing to get 
heated and become foul and unpleasant if it happens to come in contact with her 
breath even once (3). 


Oh Tulsidas Lord (tulasidasa prabhu)! Trying to describe Sita's sorrows and 
tribulations with this mouth of mine (i.e. Hanuman’s mouth) seems to make them 
negligible or inconsequential because words can’t capture the poignancy of the 
situation; words can never do justice to the actual state of suffering in which Sita is, 
for they have their limitations. 

Hence oh Lord, now you should give her your Darshan (i.e. present yourself of 
in front of her and give her the chance to have your divine sight), thereby removing 
all the the causes of her miseries and agonies because you are the vanquisher of the 
sorrows, anguish, miseries and tribulations of the meek, humble, lowly, hapless and 
helpless ones (tumha arata-arati dauna) (4). 

[The point to note is that Hanuman addresses Lord Ram as the “Lord of 
Tulsidas". At the time these events had unfolded long-long ago, Tulsidas was not 
there. This single instance establishes that Tulsidas wishes to convey to all that he is 
indeed a devotee of Lord Ram, and to endorse his claim he has made Hanuman 
acknowledge it by addressing Lord Ram as being the “Lord of Tulsidas"! A true 
devotee has the same relation with his Lord God as a mother has for her son or a 
friend for his dearest friend. The mother takes pride in calling her son as *her own', 
and so does a true friend. And if that ‘son’ or ‘friend’ happens to be some great person 
of renown and stature, the pride of calling him one's own is all the more profound. 
Now, Lord Ram is not an ordinary prince but the Lord God in a personified form, and 
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he is therefore the Lord of all living beings. So Tulsidas has all the more reasons to 
feel proud that he is so favourite of the Lord that the latter has chosen him to narrate 
his divine story for the benefit of the rest of the world, a rare privilege that the Lord 
has bestowed upon Tulsidas over the heads of other more experienced and able poets 
and bards. So naturally Tulsidas has an occasion and reason to celebrate his elevation 
to such a high pedestal as being the scribe chosen by the Lord God himself to write 
down his history for the sake of posterity. ] 


(5 / 21) 
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kapike suni kala komala baina. 

premapulaki saba gata sithila bha'e, bhare salila sarasiruha-naina.. 1.. 
siya-biyoga-sagara nagara-manu burana lagyo sahita cita-caina. 

lahi nàva pavanaja-prasannata, barabasa taham gahyo guna-maina.. 2.. 
sakata na büjhi kusala, büjhe bina gira bipula byakula ura-aina. 

jyorn kulina suci sumati biyogini sanamukha sahai biraha-sara paina..3.. 
dhari-dhari dhira bira kosalapati ki'e jatana, sake uttaru dai na. 
tulasidasa prabhu sakha anujasom sainahim kahyo calahu saji saina.. 4.. 


Condition of Lord Ram and the decision to invade Lanka 


Verse no. 5/21—Hearing such sweet and tender words of Hanuman, Lord Sri Ram's 
body was thrilled and benumbed with an upsurge of affection and emotions even as 
his lotus-like eyes were filled with tears (1). 


The clever/expert swimmer represented by Lord Sri Ram's mind and heart had begun 
to sink, along with his happy and contented intellectual bearing and temperament that 
is normally resolute and neutral from emotions and sentiments, in the ocean of 
anguish and sorrows at Sita's separation. 

Just at this moment (when he was about to drown), he found a boat of hope, 
solace, succour and happiness in the form of her news heard from the mouth of 
Hanuman. But it appeared that ‘Kamdeo’ (i.e. his intense desire or eagerness to meet 
his beloved Sita) seemed to hold that boat forcibly (so that Sri Ram's hope and 
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happiness was short-lived, and he appeared to plunge in gloom and remorseful mood 
once again)! (2). 

[ When Sita was abducted, Lord Ram felt so depressed, distraught and 
dejected in his heart and mind that he virtually sort of began to sink in an ocean of 
despair and hopelessness. He had thought that he will never hear of Sita ever again in 
his life. This thought made him abjectly gloomy and he despaired for life. 

In this helpless condition, when Hanuman arrived with the news of Sita, it 
acted as a buoy for Lord Ram, and his hopes were refreshed. But soon he was once 
again subdued with agony when he reflected upon Sita's miseries.] 


This is why (being overwhelmed by emotions that chocked his throat) Lord Ram 
could not utter a word of enquiry about Sita, and at the same time he felt that his voice 
was being stifled (strangulated, suffocated) in his own heart because he could not 
express himself openly and let known his agonies to anyone. 

It was like the case of some noble, pure and chaste woman, who being 
separated from her beloved, suffers internally, but has to stoically bear the sharp, 
caustic, sarcastic, derogatory and insinuating words spoken by others for her, on her 
face or behind her back, without her being able to answer back or retort sharply to her 
tormentor (because if she does try, her tormentors would become all the more louder 
and more verbal in passing taunts at her to tease her even more, and thereat derive 
sadistic pleasure from her discomfiture) (3). 


Kaushalpati (‘the Lord of Kaushal, Ayodhya’; i.e. Lord Sri Ram) tried many a times 
to gather enough strength and courage to speak, but not a word came out of his mouth. 

Tulsidas says that, finally, the Lord indicated by signs to his friend Sugriv and 
brother Laxman that they should immediately collect the army and embark on the 
mission without delay (to rescue Sita from Lanka)? (4). 

[ Refer: (i) Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, from Chaupai line no. 6 that 
precedes Doha no. 34—to Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 35; and (i1) 
Geetawali, Sundar Kand, verse no. 16, stanza no.13 also.] 
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raga jaitasri 
(5/47) 


kaba dékhaungi nayana vaha madhura murati? 
rājivadala-nayana, kōmala, krpā-ayana, 
mayanani bahu chabi angani dūrati.. 1.. 

sirasi jata-kalapa, pani sayaka, 

capa, urasi rucira banamala lurati. 

tulasidasa raghubiraki sobha sumiri, 

bha'i hai magana nahi tanaki sürati.. 2.. 


Conversation between Sita and Trijata-I 


Verse no. 5/47—[After Hanuman had left Lanka, Sita felt lonely and dejected. A 
demoness named Trijata was deputed by Ravana to keep an eye on Sita. Trijata was a 
noble soul despite of her body being that of a demoness. She felt deeply sympathetic 
towards Sita and empathized with her case, feeling very pity for her. She was Sita's 
only constant companion all through her confinement in Lanka. By and by, the two 
became friends, and Sita used to confide in her all her emotions and sentiments. So 
Sita told her in a very poignant mood that she is very depressed and distressed, and 
wonders whether she will ever meet her beloved husband Lord Ram again in life. 
Trijata, like a true and trusted friend and companion, kept her spirit buoyed and her 
morale boosted by always assuring her that she should not doubt that she would be 
rescued by the Lord sooner rather than later. The conversation between the two has 
been described in Geetawali, Sundar kand, verse no. 5/47 to 5/51. 

This conversation is also narrated in Ram Charit Manas, (a) Sundar Kand, 
from Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 11—to Chaupai line no. 5 that 
precedes Doha no. 12; (b) Lanka Kand, from Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha 
no. 99—to Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 100. 

Refer also to Kavitawali, Lanka Kand, verse nos. 6/2—6/3. 

Now, let us read the conversation betwixt Trijata and Sita.] 


[Sita said to the demoness Trijata—] *When shall I see that enchanting and lovable 
(sweet, pleasant) image (of my beloved husband Sri Ram) with these eyes? When 
shall I see him whose eyes are akin to the lotus flower, who is most tender, who is a 
mine of mercy and kindness, and whose most enchanting image puts to shame the 
magnificence and glamour of numerous Kamdeo-cupids put together? (1). 


(When shall I meet—) The Lord (who) has matted hairs on the head, a bow and arrow 
in the hands, and an attractive ‘Van-mala’ (a garland made of marigold flowers) 
always hanging on his broad chest.’ 


Tulsidas says that Sita has become immersed in the thoughts of Raghubir (literally the 
strong and brave warrior of king Raghu's clan; i.e. Lord Ram) whose magnificence, 
majesty and spectacular beauty is so overwhelming and enrapturing that she appears 
to have lost awareness of her body (and her surroundings) by the rememberance of the 
Lord (2). 
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raga kédara 
(5/48) 


kahu, kabahurmi dékhihaum ali! araja-suvana. 
sanuja subhaga-tanu jabatem bichuré bana, 
tabatém dava-si lagi tinihü bhuvana.. 1.. 
mürati surati kiye pragata pritama hiye, 
manake karana cahaim carana chuvana. 
cita cadhigo biyoga-dasa na kahibe joga, 
pulaka gata, lage locana cuvana.. 2.. 

tulasi trijata jani, siya ati akulani 

mrdubani kahyau aihaim davana-duvana. 
tamicara-tama-hari surakanja-sukhakari 
rabikula-rabi aba cahata uvana.. 3.. 


Conversation between Sita and Trijata-II 


Verse no. 5/48—{Sita continued—] ‘Friend Trijata! Say, will I be ever able to have a 
‘Darshan’ (a reverential viewing) of the ‘Aaryaputra’ (the son born in the Aryan race; 
here referring to Lord Ram), who is an image (i.e. embodiment, personification) of 
beauty and magnificence, as well as of his brother (Laxman)? 

Ever since I was separated from them in the forest, the three Lokas 
(subterranean, terrestrial and heavenly worlds; literally meaning the whole world) 
seem to be engulfed in a wild forest-fire for me! (1). 

['To wit, I don’t find peace and comfort anywhere. Day and night, morning 
and evening, summer or winter, rainy season or dry days—I feel equally tormented 
and burn inside by the fire ignited due to the agony and misery caused by separation 
from Lord Ram. The grief and anguish are roasting me alive. | 
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My beloved (Ram) reveals himself in my heart as soon as I remember his image 
(form) which is most adorable and loving. I want to touch his feet by the hands of my 
mind (imagination), but when I recall his separation from me, then my (physical and 
mental) condition cannot be described—the body becomes thrilled and tears roll down 
my eyes (2).’ 


Tulsidas says that when Trijata saw that Sita was excessively agitated and anguished, 
she consoled her with these sweet and comforting words, ‘Sri Ram, who is the 
destroyer of enemies, will come soon. The ‘Sun’ of the Solar Race is the destroyer 
(eliminator, remover, vanquisher) of darkness representing the demons, and is 
favoured by the garden of lotuses representing the Gods. This Sun is about to rise?! 

[ Here, the ‘Sun’ is a metaphor for Sri Ram. The phrase ‘the Sun of the Solar- 
Race’ means that Lord Ram is the brightest, the most glorious and the most renowned 
amongst all the kings of the Sun-Race. 

The ‘demons’ stand for all the wicked, evil and unrighteous creatures. The 
Gods are compared to the ‘lotus’ because of their good virtues just like the lotus 
flower, which is deemed to be pure and clean and inspite of it living inside a dirty 
pond. 

The Lord is a favourite with the Gods because he affords them his full support 
and protection, and like the celestial ‘sun’ he removes the darkness represented by the 
evil and wicked demons. 

In other words, just as the lotus flower blooms and find joy when the sun rises 
in the sky, the Gods will find joy as soon as Lord Ram and his army is sighted on the 
horizon of Lanka, because it would mean the end of the tyranny that the demons had 
spread throughout the world. ] 


(5 / 49) 
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abalaum maim tosom na kahe ri. 

suna trijata! priya prananatha binu basara nisi dukha dusaha sahe ri..1.. 
biraha bisama bisa-beli barhi ura, te sukha sakala subhaya dahe ri. 

so'i siricibe lagi manasijake rahamta nayana nita rahata nahe ri.. 2.. 
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sara-sarira sükhe prana-baricara jivana-asa taji calanu cahe ri. 

taim prabhu sujasa-sudha sitala kari rakhe, tadapi na trpti lahe ri.. 3.. 
ripu-risa ghora nadi bibeka-bala, dhira-sahita hute jata bahe ri. 

dai mudrika-teka tehi ausara, suci samirasuta pairi gahe ri.. 4.. 
tulasidasa saba soca poca mrga mana-kanana bhari puri rahe ri. 

aba sakhi siya samdéha pariharu hiya, a'i ga'e do'u bira ahéri.. 5.. 


Conversation between Sita and Trijata-III 


Verse no. 5/49—{Sita replied to Trijata—] ‘Dear, I have not disclosed this to you until 
now. Listen Trijata, I have suffered intensely day and night without (the company of) 
my beloved (husband, Sri Ram) (1). 


The poisonous creeper representing horrible miseries of separation has grown robust 
in my heart. It has naturally burnt (sucked out and destroyed) all my joys and 
happiness. 

It appears that my eyes are like the bulls who are always yoked to the water- 
wheel of Kamdeo to draw water so that somehow this fire of agony caused by 
separation from the Lord is doused and kept under control! (2). 

[Sita means that tears constantly flow from her eyes to soothe her weary, 
exhausted, pained and tormented nerves. Her grief is somewhat alleviated when she 
weeps. She compares the condition of her eyes that continuously shed tears to that of 
the bulls who are yoked to a water-wheel and go round and round to draw water to 
irrigate dry land. So similarly, Sita’s eyes continue to shed endless streams of tears to 
douse her fire of agony and grief that keeps burning inside her heart.] 


My body-like lake has dried up (i.e. it has become emaciated and withered). Hence, 
the water-bird representing my soul (life) residing in it now wants to depart (i.e. I 
wish to die). 

Albeit you have temporarily stopped them from departing by attempting to 
quench their thirst by providing them with the life-sustaining nectar in the form of 
reassurance (that the Lord would definitely come to my rescue), alongside narrating 
the divine glories and the auspicious virtues of the Lord (Sri Ram) to keep my sagging 
spirits buoyed, they still are not satisfied (quenched and contented)? (3). 

[Sita means that inspite of all the reassurances by Trijata, she is finding it too 
much of a burden to live any longer without her beloved Lord Ram. She is longing 
desperately for the Lord, and mere words and assurances do not seem to help 
substantially unless there is some sort of positive signal or development to prove 
them. The odds are so heavily stacked against her that inspite of all the assurances of 
Trijata that the Lord would come soon and kill the demons and release her from 
captivity, Sita does not seem to rely or believe in them. Of course such sweet and 
reassuring words give her temporary relief, but sooner than later the feeling of 
wretchedness and misery returns with a vengeance. | 


These birds (representing my soul, my body and life) were just floating or drifting 
away in the fierce current of the river symbolized by wrath of the enemy (demons) 
with courage derived from the strength that comes with wisdom and fortitude’. 

[To wit, I would have drowned in the turbulent river with very fierce currents 
of water representing the torments and horrors that I faced in the hands of my captors. 


897 


But I held on to dear life with courage and fortitude, in the hope that I will gain 
nothing by losing hope and dying, but if I manage somehow to keep my life afloat 
then haply there may be a chance I may see light at the end of the dark tunnel and 
meet my Lord once again. Hereat, and aught but this, I managed to survive so long. ] 

But the son of the Wind-God (Hanuman), who is of a pure heart and intellect, 
swam across swiftly, caught hold of them and prevented them from getting lost by 
giving them a life-support (a buoy) in the form of the signet ring (that the Lord had 
given him to be delivered to me). Thus, these birds* were not only saved from 
drowning but also from getting lost for ever. 

[The birds symbolize the life and body of Sita. Wisdom had prevented her 
from dying because she knew that if she lost courage and died then whatever chance 
she had of meeting the Lord again would be lost for ever. So she drew on her reserve 
of courage and fortitude to somehow linger on with life in a tenacious manner. But 
life was slowly ebbing away from her body just like the bird which was drifting away 
in the vicious current of the rapid water of the fast-flowing river. Then Hanuman 
came and threw the life-buoy in the form of the ring of Lord Ram. Sita clinged to this 
ring to save her precious life from sinking in the ocean of agony, misery, grief and 
torment to which she was subjected. Hanuman’s arrival had helped to pull her out 
from the brink of certain death by injecting hope in her. The hope and the expectation 
that now she will soon meet her beloved Lord provided her the will and the 
encouragement to live on for some more time till the Lord comes and rescues her. ] 


(4). 


Tulsidas continues his narration and says that Sita told Trijata—‘Oh Trijata! In my 
mind representing a forest, there are hordes of wild animals representing all sorts of 
sorrows, miseries, grief, distresses and troubles to which I am being subjected to. 
[And these wild animals continue to harass me and create endless horrors for me.]' 

[Trijata replied to Sita, reassuring her once again with her wise words. She 
said—] ‘Oh friend Sita (sakhi siya)! Shrug-off the doubts in your heart now. Both the 
hunters (Sri Ram and Laxman) have arrived, and they are ready to hunt down the 
game." (5). 

['In other words, Lord Ram and Laxman would soon kill the demons like 
hunter-princes pursue their games and kill them. This will be the end of Sita's cause 
of so much pain.] 
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raga bilavala 
(5/50) 


so dina soneko, kahu, kaba aihai! 

ja dina bamdhyo sindhu trijata! suni tü sambhrama ani mohi sunaihai.. 1.. 
bisva-davana sura-sadhu-satavana ravana kiya apano paihai. 

kanakapuri bhayo bhüpa bibhisana, bibudha-samaja bilokana dhaihai.. 2.. 
dibya dundubhi, prasansihaim munigana, nabhatala bimala bimanani chaihai. 
barasihaim kusuma bhanukula-manipara, taba moko pavanapüta lai jaihai.. 
3: 

anuja sahita sobhihairn kapi maham, tanu-chabi koti manojahi taihai. 

ina nayananhi yahi bhamti pranapati nirakhi hrdaya anamda na samaihai.. 4.. 
bahuro sadala sanatha salachimana kusala kusala bidhi avadha dékhaihai. 
gura, puraloga, sasa, do'u devara, milata dusaha ura tapani butaihai.. 5.. 
mangala-kalasa, badhavané ghara-ghara, paihairn mamgané jo jehi bhaihai. 
bijaya rama rajadhirajako, tulasidasa pavana jasa gaihai.. 6.. 


Conversation between Sita and Trijata-IV 
(Sita visualises the Victory Day) 


Verse no. 5/50—[Sita said—] ‘Oh Trijata! When will that golden (auspicious, 
fortunate) day dawn when, hearing that the ocean has been tamed (i.e. bridged), and 
you will come hurriedly to convey this good news to me? (1). 


When will the Gods rush to see (the spectacular marvel) that Ravana, who has 
crushed the world and tormented the Gods, has got the fruit of (i.e. punishment for) 
his (evil, sinful and unrighteous) deeds, and Vibhishan has become the king of Lanka 
instead? (2). 


[I’m eagerly waiting for that fine day when—] There would be a loud chorus of 
kettle-drums (musical instruments) being played in the sky (by the Gods) to celebrate 
the victory, the sages and hermits shall be singing praises (of Lord Ram and Laxman), 
the clear sky shall be covered by the vehicles of Gods from which flowers would be 
showered on the ‘Bhanukul Mani’ (literally, the jewel or the gem of the Solar Race, 
i.e. Lord Sri Ram), and at the opportune moment the son of the Wind-God (Hanuman) 
would take me there (to where my beloved Lord Sri Ram is) (3). 


When I would see him (Sri Ram), along with his younger brother (Laxman), amongst 
the monkeys? His divine sight and its spectacular beauty would be so magnificent and 
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bewitching to behold that it would be putting to shame millions of Kamdeo-cupids by 
its enrapturing charm and profound magnificence. 

Indeed my heart will swell with joy and exhilaration on seeing my heart's 
beloved with mine own eyes at that time (4). 


Will the clever Creator let me happily see Ayodhya once again, accompanied by our 
group (of monkeys, bears etc.), alongside our Lord (Sri Ram) and Laxman? 

The fierce and intolerable fire burning in my heart shall be doused when I see 
the Guru (sage Vasistha), the citizens (of Ayodhya), the mothers-in-law (Kaushalya, 
Sumitra etc.), and both my brothers-in-law (Bharat and Shatrughan) (5). 


On that occasion, auspicious pitchers and pots would be put up as decorations in each 
and every household, and celebratory, felicitous songs would be sung everywhere. 
The alms-seekers would get what they want, while Tulsidas' will sing the song of 
glorious victory of the Great King, Lord Sri Ram! (6).’ 

[Once again Tulsidas prophesizes that when the happy days return to 
Ayodhya, he will be present, in a symbolic manner, at the time of Sri Ram's 
coronation to participate in the rejoicings and celebrations there. And as true scribe, 
he will give a first-hand account of the rejoicings, celebrations and festivities 
accompanying the Lord's ascension to the throne of Ayodhya. ] 
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siya! dhiraja dhariye, raghau aba aihaim. 
pavanapütapai pa'i tihari sudhi, sahaja krpalu, bilamba na laihaim.. 1.. 
sena saji kapi-bhalu kalasama kautuka hi pathodhi bamdhaihaim. 
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ghero'ipai dekhibo lankagarha, bikala jatudhani pachitaiharnai.. 2.. 
nisicara-salabha krsanu rama sara udi-udi parata jarata jara jaihaim. 
ravana kari parivara agamano, jamapura jata bahuta sakucaihaim.. 3.. 
tilaka sari, apanaya bibhisana, abhaya-bamha dai amara basaihairn. 

jaya dhuni muni, barasihaim sumana sura, byoma bimana nisana bajaihaim.. 
4.. 

bandhu sameta pranaballabha pada parasi sakala paritapa nasaihaim. 
rama-bamadisi dekhi tumahi saba nayanavanta locana-phala paihairn.. 5.. 
tuma ati hita cita'ihau natha-tanu, bara-bara prabhu tumahi citaihairn. 
yaha sobha, sukha-samaya bilokata kahü to palakaim nahim laihaim.. 6.. 
kapikula-lakhana-sujasa-jaya-janaki sahita kusala nija nagara sidhaihaim. 
prema pulaki ananda mudita mana tulasidasa kala kirati gaihaim.. 7.. 


Conversation between Sita and Trijata-V 


(Trijata's Reply and Reassurance to Sita) 


Verse no. 5/51—{Trijata replied to Sita as she sought to reassure her—] ‘Have 
courage and patience! Now, having got information about you from the son of the 
Wind-God (Hanuman), Raghav (Sri Ram) will come soon. He is merciful and kind by 
nature, and hence he will delay no further! (1). 

['Trijata’s guess was correct. When Hanuman returned to Kishkindha and 
conveyed all the tidings to the Lord, he pleaded with the Lord to start preparations 
forthwith. The Lord too did not waste any time, and the Lord’s army started for Lanka 
soon thereafter. Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Doha no. 31; and from 
Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 34—to Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes 
Doha no. 35.] 


The Lord would bridge (tie, tame) the ocean playfully (without effort, easily), like 
Kaal (the God of death) does (with a creature when the time of its death arrives), after 
assembling an army of monkeys and bears. 

Now you would soon see Lanka surrounded on all the sides (i.e. besieged), 
and the demonesses would become extremely agitated and regret at the turn of events 


(2). 


The foolish moths” representing the demons would fly towards and get burnt by the 
fire of Sri Ram's arrows (i.e. they will be enticed and lured towards Sri Ram's arrows, 
and die in multitudes by being shot by these arrows of the Lord), even as Ravana 
would feel extremely contrite, remorseful and repentant while going to the ‘Yam Lok’ 
(the abode of Yam, the God of death and hell) upon his death, and he would be 
accompanied by his family following him in the vanguard? (3). 

[Like the moths that fly towards the fire only to get burnt to death, the 
demons would voluntarily go and get killed by the arrows shot by Lord Ram and 
Laxman. When Ravana would be finally killed, he would go to the abode of the God 
of death, known as ‘Yam’, and would be regretting at his decision of creating un- 
necessary enmity with Lord Ram that eventually led to the slaying of the entire demon 
race, except of course some who did not oppose the Lord, such as Vibhishan and his 
companions. 
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?Ravana had died last of all the demons. Hence it is said that all other 
members of his family and race would precede him to the abode of the God of death. ] 


The Lord (Sri Ram) would accept Vibhishan's right to the throne and anoint him as 
the King of Lanka. Simultaneously, the Lord would also make the Gods fearless and 
establish (reinstate) them in the heavens. 

At that auspicious moment, the sages and hermits would applaud, saying aloud 
in chorus: ‘Hail, Hail the Lord and his glories!’ 

Meanwhile, the Gods would shower flowers from the sky as they watch the 
events from their aerial vehicles even as they simultaneously play their musical 
instruments to celebrate the occasion (4). 


All the creatures would destroy (overcome, vanquish) all their sorrows, heart-burns 
and torments by touching the holy feet of Lord Ram and his brother (Laxman). 

All the creatures who have eyes would get the reward (fruit) of their eye-sight 
by seeing you (Sita) sitting on the left-hand side of Lord Ram (5). 


You would look (glance) at the Lord with most affectionate glances with enchanted 
eyes, and the Lord would reciprocate. 

Watching those adorable, happy, joyous and magnificent moments, (a view of 
spectacular and of momentous importance and charm), all would be transfixed, 
staring at the wonderful image of Lord Ram by your side, without blinking even for a 
moment (6). 


Thereafter, Lord Sri Ram—accompanied by the monkey army and Laxman, with the 
glory and the good fame that he has acquired by the victory of Lanka as a trophy to 
his credit, and with Sita by his side—would go back happily to his city (capital, 
Ayodhya). 

Tulsidas says that he will sing the Lord’s glories, virtues and famous deeds 
that are most magnificent and stupendously fascinating, with a thrilled body and a 
mind that is exhilarated and euphoric beyond description (7). 


Kk K k k 2K 2k 


Section 7.4: 


Kavitawali Ramayan 


{Kavitawali Ramayan, Sundar Kand, verse nos. 1-32} 


We have read in the above section no. 7.3 about Hanuman’s meeting with Sita and his 
report to Lord Ram as narrated in Geetawali Ramayan. 

Now in this section no. 7.4 we shall have a fascinating view of how Lanka was 
actually burnt and devastated by Hanuman. For this purpose we will read Tulsidas’ 
classical book named ‘Kavitawali Ramayan’, from its Sundar Kand, verse nos. 1-32. 
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Kavitawali Ramayan, Sundar Kand, verse nos. 1-32:- 


The Ashok Garden (the royal garden of Ravana) 


artd-aea  faffr-sreri gere, 
aama pag Adal Rione cg 
BAT Yee a Ueda, Sta ag, 
Ulead emer weary Ae cgi 
es] az afte as aoa! aarp, 
Borat ait fart yaaga GI 
Mae ewm facie Rea sri az, 
‘der’ Rae HY feretrep—aitep- AIN 


1. basava-baruna bidhi-banatem suhavano, 
dasananako kananu basantako singaru so. 
samaya purane pata parata, darata batu, 
palata lalata rati-marako biharu so.. 
dekhem bara bapika taraga bagako bana'u, 
ragabasa bho biragi pavanakumaru so. 
siyaki dasa biloki bitapa asoka tara, 

‘tulas bilokyo so tiloka-soka-saru so..1.. 


Verse no. 5/1— Tulsidas says that the garden of Ravana (i.e. the Ashok grove) was 
more pleasant than that of Indra, Varun and Brahma. It appeared to be an ornament 
for even Basant (the spring season). [Tulsidas means that spring 1s the time when all 
the gardens, groves and forests bloom and blossom, but the garden of Ravana was so 
beautiful and enchanting that it appears that spring season drew its own ability of 
providing beauty and magnificence to Nature from the garden of Ravana known as 
the Ashok Grove.] 

Old leaves fell when the ripe time came because wind was afraid to enter 
(intrude) into the garden out of Ravana's fear, and instead, it nourished and looked 
after it like it were the playing field for Kamdeo and Rati (the God of love and his 
consort respectively). 

Seeing excellent ponds, lakes and the layout of the garden, even a great 
renouncer like Hanuman became enchanted and enthralled. But when he saw the 
pitiful condition of Sita under the Ashok tree, the same garden appeared to be the core 
of all sorrows in the three worlds for him. 


[Note—This was the garden within the palace of Ravana where he had kept Sita in 
captivity. 

Hanuman landed on the soil of Lanka in the night, and after overcoming the 
first obstacle, a fierce demoness known as Lankini who was the chief gate-keeper of 
the fort and whom Hunuman punched so hard that she swooned and bled in the 
mouth, he entered the city. Thereafter, he searched for Sita everywhere throughout the 
night but couldn't locate her. In the morning he met Vibhishan, the brother of the king 
of demons, Ravana, and a great devotee of Lord Ram. He guided Hanuman to the 
Ashok garden where Sita was held captive. Hanuman went there and after some time 
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met Sita and exchanged news with her. This part of the story is narrated in Ram 
Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, from Chuapai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 1—to 
Chuapai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 17. 

Now, Tulsidas did not describe the Ashok garden nor the burning of Lanka in 
as fine detail in Ram Charit Manas as was his wont, so he compensates this 
shortcoming here in Kavitawali. Why he could not do so in Ram Charit Manas is 
natural to deduce—it is because he had an extensive story to narrate within the limited 
space of a book, though his heart yearned that he ought to have done so. But he feared 
that if he did start elaborating and writing as much as his heart dictated the book 
would become huge and unmanageably long. He wanted it to be readable and 
compact, and not so voluminous that the mere sight of it would discourage the 
potential reader and put him off. So he chose to write three other separate books to 
satisfy the wish of his heart—to focus exclusively on a particular aspect of the story 
or personality of its hero Lord Ram. So came into being (i) Kavitawali, (ii) Geetawali, 
and (i11) Barvai Ramayan. 

In Kavitawali he has highlighted some of the subtle things and finer aspects to 
focus the reader’s attention on them which they might have missed or failed to 
interpret correctly in the main narrative of the story of the life and time of Lord Ram 
in the book Ram Charit Manas. For instance, take the burning of Lanka. It is more 
extensively, more vividly and more lucidly described in the verses of Kavitawali as 
compared to the other texts. 

Then when we move on to the next chapter, the Lanka Kand, we will observe 
that the way the war has been described there it is absolutely made clear that the real 
hero of the battle-field is Hanuman, and no one else. Even Lord Ram has explicitly 
declared it in verse no. 40 of Lanka Kand. Remember: Hanuman was the incarnation 
of Lord Shiva’s eleventh form known as Rudra, and Tulsidas wished to emphasize the 
fact that the war was actually fought by Shiva on behalf of Ram and the Gods. This he 
could not do in his other epic narratives to maintain balance and equilibrium and do 
justice to the other characters of the story, but nevertheless it was important to 
highlight this point. So he decided to devote the entire part of the narrative of the war 
at Lanka to Hanuman in Kavitawali’s Lanka Kand. ] 


are! AGA, SAUA feehetet aie, 
ae wa cbrer uh gemens ara! 
aama d geri, wet d füemer arg, 
amer sTeperop for ongera sf dii 
‘qa’ HT onfer—ufer, vflerbr azgq urs, 
Ue afeat some ser vuelo di 


2. mali meghamala, banapala bikarala bhata, 
nikem saba kala sinicaim sudhasara nirake. 
meghanatha tem dularo, prana tem piyaro bagu, 
ati anuragu jiyam jatudhana dhira kérm.. 

‘tulasi’ so jani-suni, siyako darasu pa'i, 

paitho batikam baja'i bala raghubira kern. 
bidyamana dekhata dasananako kananu so 
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tahasa-nahasa kiyo sahasi samira kern..2.. 


[Here, Tulsidas describes the Ashok grove] 
Verse no. 5/2—The clouds are the gardeners (i.e. they water the grove by their rains— 
this shows it was a big forest-like grove), and the guards are ferocious and huge- 
bodied. It appeared that the clouds watered the grove with nectar (1). 

Ravana loved the garden immensely—more than even his son Meghnad and 
his own life (2). 

Tulsidas says that inspite of knowing everything about this garden (that it is 
privileged place very much liked by the king of demons, and to enter it and ruin it 
would be like entering a lion's den to challenge him with bare hands), Hanuman 
fearlessly entered the grove on the strength of Lord Ram (3). Inspite of the awesome 
presence of Ravana and his special protection of this particular garden, the 
courageous son of the Wind-God (Hanuman) laid it to waste (4). [5/2] 

(Acting on the ill-thought sycophantic advice of his dumb-witted advisors 
who said things that pleased their demon king Ravana, instead of being honest and 
giving an advice that would have been for the good of the kingdom of Lanka, orders 
were issued to wrap Hanuman's tail in cloth and set it afire. This is what Hanuman 
was waiting for. As soon as the cloth was lit with fire and oil, he became small in size, 
thereby easily pulling his tail out of the huge cylindrical tube that the cloth formed 
when it was wrapped around his thick tail earlier when he had a colossus form. Then 
he jumped from one place to another in the city, dragging the burning tube of cloth 
behind him. This started a big fire in Lanka, and the whole city was reduced to 
cinders. } 


[Note—Upon landing in Lanka, Hanuman went all over the place but could not locate 
Sita. In the morning that followed the night of his landing, he heard Vibhishan 
reciting the holy name of Lord Ram. Deciding that he must surely be a devotee of the 
Lord, Hanuman went and introuduced himself to him. It was Vibhishan who directed 
him to the garden where Sita was held. Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, 
Chaupai line nos. 3-5 that precede Doha no. 8. 

Hanuman finally met Sita and gifted to her the signet ring that Lord Ram had 
given him for identification. After having exchanged news with her, he sought her 
permission to go and eat fruits in the orchard. Then he laid to waste the private garden 
of Ravana and beat back the demon guards. Finally he was captured by Meghnad, the 
son of Ravana, who brought Hanuman to the royal court. Then followed a heated and 
acrimonious verbal duel between the demon king and Hanuman. Furious at the latter’s 
temerity and fearlessness inspite of being in captivity, Ravana ordered his staff to 
burn the monkey’s tail and let him go back to his Master with a scarred body so that 
the latter can be shown the insult and rebuke in a symbolic manner because a person’s 
messenger is his representative. 

The stupid demons said—‘To hear is to obey’, and wrapped the tail with cloth 
wetted in oil. Miraculously, the tail kept on elongating till it circled the entire city. 
Then reduced himself in size to escape from the ropes that tied him and leapt all 
across the city, buring it to ashes. Then he jumped in the ocean to douse the flame, 
took permission from Sita and came back to this side of the ocean where his 
companions were waiting for him most anxiously. 

This story is narrated in Ram Charit Mana, Sundar Kand, from Chaupai line 
no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 8—to Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 28. 
Refer also to Geetawali, Sundar Kand, verse nos. 1-16.] 
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The Burning of Lanka 


aaa se AR- aa ade, 
MRAP as sng alaa coe È ı 
aa enfür Aga saa AA oma B-H, 
oa staat Hè, oat we, BE SII 
aam Baa p->, arid -è m ea, 
ures md, aoa faa dre az ÈI 
aae aga mo, ae—-ae AA smo, 
Aae aR Bat Aaa uz 211311 


3. basana batori bori-bori tēla tamicara, 
khori-khori dha'i a'i bamdhata lamgüra haim. 
taiso kapi kautuki derata dhile gata kai-kai, 
latake aghata sahai, jimém kahai, krüra haim.. 
bala kilakari kai-kai, tart dai-dai gari déta, 
pachem lage, bajata nisana dhola tura haim. 
baladhi barhana lagi, thaura-thaura dinhi agi, 
bindhiki davari kaidhaum kotisata sūra haim..3.. 


Verse no. 5/3—The demons rushed along all the lanes and bye-lanes (of the city of 
Lanka), collected all available cloth, dipped them in oil and wrapped them on 
Hanuman's tail. Similarly, the playful Hanuman pretends to be afraid and tolerates 
their kicks and blows with relaxed muscles (i.e. he does not resist), and considers 
them to be cowards. The children, clapping and laughing in derision, are abusing him 
and having a merry of a time as they joined the elder demons; and drums, tom-toms 
and bugles are being sounded (as if a great drama is being staged in the city). 

The tail started elongating and the demons ignited it (1.e. they lit the wrapped 
cloth with fire) randomly at various points which made it appear like the great (forest 
or wild) fire of the Vindhya mountains, or like one hundred crore (millions of) suns 
shining simultaneously. 


[Note— The story of how and why Lanka was burnt has been described in Ram Charit 
Manas, Sundar Kand, from Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 17—to Doha 
no. 26. 

But however, the description of the actual destruction of Lanka as has been 
described in Ram Charit Manas is very brief, only from Chaupai line no. 8 that 
precedes Doha no. 25—to Doha no. 26, as compared to the narration here in 
Kavitawali which is exceptionally fine and vivid. Here it is spread over from verse no. 
3—Tright upto verse no. 25.] 


ag-am sAr am maoa lel del, 
ag @ ag> AR Asad Rea an 

wget wiry ale wep-pogt deat, 
WIder-31qer dle ae Aè wre avis 

‘gear ferret eit mere] vente art, 
ae gaa Hc, Pig Bl Heer ail 
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aor! feet Atel Ae cpemTe[p-81TeT, 
ora faut, aw at Ra emer aii 


4. la'i-la'i agi bhage balajala jaham taham, 
laghu hvai nibuki giri merutern bisala bho. 
kautuki kapisu küdi kanaka-kamigüram cadhyo, 
ravana-bhavana cadhi tharho tehi kala bho.. 
‘tulas virajyo byoma baladhi pasari bhari, 
dekhem haharata bhata, kalu so karala bho. 
tejako nidhanu mano kotika krsanu-bhanu, 
nakha bikarala, mukhu taiso risa lala bho..4.. 


Verse no. 5/4—The mischievious children of Lanka ignited the tail of Hanuman and 
ran away jesting and laughing, and when the cloth wrapped around the tail was fully 
ablaze Hanuman shrank his body to a miniscule size. The tail slipped out of the 
wrappings, and once free of his bondage, he assumed a colossal body like that of Mt. 
Sumeru (1). 

The playful Hanuman then leapt on the golden pinnacle atop the palace of 
Ravana (2). 

Tulsidas says he looked remarkable there with his long tail, flames leaping 
from it against the sky. Seeing him, even the courageous demons shivered out of fear. 
Hanuman became ferocious like the God of death and destruction (3). 

He appeared to be the fountain of energy as if he embodied millions of fires 
and suns at the same time. His nails looked ferocious, and the face was red with anger 


(4). 


amme faster Repa, sarao ATA 

ae MAAA poa aa vast È | 
cbe aAa ae € aff? dada, 

area dk azar a sunl 211 
‘gery zper-urg, Beat arfetfer—aery, 

Git weit AS ad gargs art Eg 
zai omgsmer-emgemeit siete PÈ, 

wag Soren, sit aor were 11511 


5. baladhi bisala bikarala, jvalajala mano 

lanka lilibeko kala rasana pasari hai. 

kaidhaum byomabithika bhare haim bhüri dhümaketu, 
birarasa bira taravari so ughari hai.. 

‘tulasi’ suresa-capu, kaidhaurn damini-kalapu, 
kaidhaum cali mēru tern krsanu-sari bhari hai. 
dekhem jatudhana-jatudhanim akulani kahaim, 
kananu ujaryo, aba nagaru prajarihai..5.. 


Verse no. 5/5—The huge tail, burning with a terrible ferocity of a fire with leaping 
flames, resembled the outstretched tongue of Death, eager to gobble up Lanka, or as if 
a thousand comets have covered the sky, or Bravery, in a personified form, has drawn 
the sword to kill. 
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Tulsidas wonders whether it is a rainbow, a fount of lightening or a river of 
fire flowing down from Mt. Sumeru. Seeing all this, the demons and demonesses 
(female demons) say—‘He (Hanuman) has already laid the garden (the Ashoka grove) 
to waste, and now he shall burn the city.’ 


wel—aet gga AAS gg ea, 

ora faa, aay, sal ao srr 31 
wel ag-mg, atcd—atfereft, arnfirefi—-arreiT, 

aer Ae Aea sga als aT i 
areft AA, art AA, A-A ort, 

BDI BRI, Bld Bl aon, onfer, mr | 
gmt RAAS senf omga Pè, 

aRr-are pe, fra! wet a afr Tei! 


6. jaham-taham bubuka biloki bubukari déta, 

jarata niketa, dhavau, dhavau lagi agi re. 

kaham tatu-matu, bhrata-bhagini, bhamini-bhabhi, 
dhota chote chohara abhage bhonde bhagi re.. 
hathr chorau, ghora chorau, mahisa-brsabha chorau, 
cheri chorau, sovai so jagavau, jagi, jagi re. 

'tulasi' biloki akulani jatudhanim kahaim, 

bara-bara kahyaum, piya! kapisom na lagi re..6.. 


Verse no. 5/6—There was a huge tumult in the city as demons and demonesses, seing 
the huge blaze and scorching heat (generated by the flames), ran out in panic, 
yelling—‘Oh run, run for your lives! Houses are burning; everything is on fire (1). Oh 
you wretched! Where are the parents, brothers and sisters, wives and in-laws, 
children—where are they? (2) Oh fool! Run, run—hurry, make haste as there is no 
time left; everything is on fire! Set free the elephants, horses, buffaloes, oxen, goats 
etc. Those who are asleep, wake them up. Oh wake up, wake up—this is not the time 
to sleep!’ (3) 

Tulsidas says that the wives sternly admonished their demon husbands, saying, 
‘We repeatedly told you not to play funny with this monkey, but you all didn't pay 
heed; now what do we do? (4)'. 


wal, eni, at, emu a aera È | 
fav aada, urei-uRe, ude ds, 

araa Bellz, efile as srep-amer S11 

wget yopa ca fact aa È ı 

vdrer Hel aif aiff eat agma S117 11 


7. dekhi jvalajalu, hahakaru dasakandha suni, 
kahyau, dharo, dharo, dha'e bira balavana haim. 
li'em süla-sela, pasa-parigha, pracanda danda, 
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bhajana sanira, dhira dharern dhanu-bana haim.. 
‘tulasl’ samidha saunja, lanka jagyakundu lakhi, 
jatudhana purngiphala java tila dhana haim. 

sruva so lamgüla, balamüla pratiküla habi, 

svaha maha hamki hamki hunaim hanumana hairh..7.. 


Versee no. 5/7—Alarmed at the scorching and leaping flames, and the distressed 
tumult of the citizens, Ravana shouted, ‘Oh! Catch him, catch him!’ Hearing his 
orders, many strong warriors rushed forward, armed with tridents, spears, lances, 
strong batons (to beat), snares (to trap the monkey Hanuman) and bows and arrows 
(to shoot and kill him if necessary). 

Tulsidas compares the scene to a fire sacrifice (Yagya), saying that Lanka 
resembled the sacrificial pit, the property was like wood (or fuel), and the demons 
were nuts, barley, mustard and rice (materials used to offer sacrifice in the fire). 
Hanuman’s tail is a ladle, strong enemy is the ‘Havi’ (butter, rice, pudding, sweets 
and sacrificial items offered to the fire as described above), and the high-pitched war- 
cry of challenge made by Hanuman appears to be the chanting of the Vedic Mantras 
(scriptural hymns) during the rituals of the fire sacrifice. 


aor Wie ef, seag Socal wee | 


aa! er aA ag, sag aaae i811 


8. gajyo kapi gāja jyom, birajyo jvalajalajuta, 

bhaje bira dhira, akula'i uthyo ravano. 

dhavau, dhavau, dharau, suni dha'e jatudhana dhari, 
baridhara uladai jaladu jauna savanom.. 
lapata-jhapata jhaharane, haharane bata, 
bhaharane bhata, paryo prabala paravano. 

dhakani dhakeli, peli saciva cale lai theli, 

natha! na calaigo balu, analu bhayavano..8.. 


Verse no. 5/8—Hanuman looked like a furnace and roared like a thunderbolt; the 
most courageous and brave among the demons were so scared that they took to their 
heels, and Ravana, being extremely distressed and very agitated, shouted at the top of 
his voice— Catch him, catch him!" (1). 

At his cajoling and coaxing, the army of demons rushed forward as if the dark 
rain bearing clouds wished to douse the fire (2), but those warriors were scorched and 
scalded by the leaping flames and the burning breeze sweeping towards them (3). 

They ran helter-skelter. Ravana was pushed, shoved and forcefully removed 
from the site by his ministers, who warned him, ‘Oh Lord! The fire is absolutely 
ferocious and out of control. We can't stand against it.’ (4). 
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asl Rea ay eRa, ufer Riagg, 
salt Aag, ARo we Ide | 
qo fen aeg, va Ards ite, 
was paral, dey ren Tei | 
crept Cal qd, A al wes sia sa | 
went Bact WI wa maag cDl, 
fava acta afe eer meme 11 


9. baro bikarala bésu dekhi, suni singhanadu, 
uthyau meghanadu, sabi$ada kahai ravano. 
bega jityo marutu, pratapa maratanda koti, 
kala'ü karalatam, bara'im jityo bavano.. 
‘tulas sayane jatudhana pachitane kahaim, 
jako aiso dütu, so to sahebu abai avano. 
kaheko kusala ro$em rama bamadevahü Kī, 
biSama balisorn badi bairako barhavano..9.. 


Verse no. 5/9—Seeing the ferocious and terribly angry countenance of Hanuman, and 
hearing his chilling war-cry that resounded in every direction, Meghnad stood up. A 
worried Ravana said, ‘This fellow (Hanuman) has out-smarted wind in speed, 
millions of suns in splendour, Kaal (death) in ferocity, and Lord Vaaman* in his 
colossus size.’ [*Lord Vaaman had measured the entire creation in his three steps. ] 

Tulsidas says that those demons that had some wisdom left in them, lamented 
and said, ‘The master, whose servant is so terrible and awesome, is yet to come 
(say—what will happen then?). One wonders how even Lord Shiva can ever expect to 
be happy if Lord Ram becomes angry at him? It is futile and unwise to enhance 
enmity with such a warrior as Hanuman. 

[In other words, it would have been wiser if our king Ravana had not ordered 
Hanuman’s tail to be burnt, for then the city would have been spared from being 
reduced to ashes. It is not wise to make Lord Ram's messenger an enemy.]’ 


urci 'ureft'ureft! war weft sreo we, 

aa È uere, ofa oe oron È | 
aaa RAN, ANASA An~ a, 

smaa Bwa, wa, ate Hrs NÈ i 
‘qae sara AA are, fer emer we, 

we pa feat a, A wel Hdl pA ÈI 
age Raoa gare m-a wall, 

aes wl amg uer Be MINÈ 1011 


10. pani!pani! pani! saba rani akulani kahaim, 
jati haim parani, gati jani gajacali hai. 

basana bisarairn, manibhüsana samibharata na, 
anana sukhane, kahaim, kyonhü ko'ü palihai.. 
‘tulas? mamidovai miji hatha, dhuni matha kahai, 
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kahim kana kiyo na, maim kahyau keto kali hai. 
bapurém bibhisana pukari bara-bara kahyau, 
banaru bart bala'i ghané ghara ghalihai..10.. 


Verse no. 5/10—All the queens of Ravana ran hither-thither agitatedly, shouting, 
“Water, water!’ They can be recognised by their elephant-like majestic gait. They had 
forgotten to put on proper clothes (in a hurry), and neither could they take care of 
gem-studded ornaments (as they ran in panic, seeking water). Their mouths are 
parched and they lament woefully, ‘Can any one protect us in some way?’ 

Tulsidas says that Mandodari (the chief queen) grieves and laments by 
wringing her hands and beating her head—‘Oh goodness! I tried to reason with my 
husband Ravana so much yesterday, but no one lent me his ears. Poor Vibhishan had 
also warned repeatedly that this monkey is a great problem, and he shall ruin many 
households, but no one paid attention to either of us.’ 


wag sum dr som, a Ronit wg, 
aas dari aif ane af erat 
Rae fase Ra wre a cee faa, 
dA em sis we Bas Bowe || 
A 3i ast AT Yas Ssmi? Ta, 
afa at wet, Act oe waren ati 
‘qa sald Wes cb fand srg, 
aR-ae wall A yer adom i 1111 


11. kananu ujaryo to ujaryo, na bigaryo kachu, 
banaru bécaro bamdhi an'yo hathi harasom. 

nipata nidara dekhi kahü na lakhyo bisési, 

dinho na chara'i kahi kulake kutharasom.. 

chote au barere mere püta'u anere saba, 

sampani som khelaim, melaim gare churadhara som. 
‘tulasi’ mamdöōvai ro'i-ro'i kai bigovai apu, 

bara-bara kahyau maim pukari darhijarasom..11.. 


Verse no. 5/11—Mandodari continues lamenting, "There was not much harm done by 
laying to waste the Ashok garden, but these fellows had unnecessarily tied this 
humble monkey and brought him here (in the city from the outskirts). Seeing him 
absolutely fearless, could no one get a hint (that there surely is some hidden strong 
power behind this monkey on whose strength he could do such things that are beyond 
imagination of even the strongest of creatures in the creator's creation of even 
dreaming of, let alone actually doing; say, how stupid these demons are indeed)? And 
no one had advised Meghnad, who is ruinous for his clan, to release this monkey 
before he could cause further harm to the city. Oh I lament that all my sons, young or 
old, are haughty, arrogant, reckless, senseless and evil—out of all the playthings 
meant for playing they select to play with snakes, and they prefer to put their throat on 
the sharpened edge of a knife during play (not bothering for the danger they are 
subjecting themselves to).' 

[Mandodari laments at the bellicose, reckless, haughty and defiant nature of 
her sons that they do not ponder about the consequences of their acts before doing 
anything. And driven by the same nature Meghnad had played into the hands of 
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Hanuman by thinking that he had subdued the latter when he managed to ensnare him, 
little realising that he is playing with fire and falling into a trap. He should have 
realised that this monkey was not an ordinary animal but surely someone backed by a 
mighty force, for was it not clear to my son that it wasn’t easy to enter Lanka with all 
the safety measures that his formidable father, the demon king Ravana, has got in 
place? Why is Meghnad so dumb-witted so as to have overlooked this fact, and the 
fact that a diminutive monkey could beat the life out of the fierciest of demons who 
tried to capture him as he plundered the royal garden with impunity? ] 

Tulsidas says that Mandodari weakens herself by weeping inconsolably, and 
says that she had warned repeatedly this stupid and cursed ‘Dadhijaar’ (darhijara)* 
son Meghnad to be wary of acting in a nonsensical manner, but he didn’t listen to her 
or cared for her warning. 

[*The word ‘darhijara’ is a derisive term often used as an abusive curse by 
women against men. It literally means “one who has burnt his beard”’. ] 


asd saga wa sga ure onë, 
ae a facifes ag Bestar | 
sffor-sfifór eter, get ater aaarer—tfees, 
gmi fect a art az some i 
ag smag si, A a ae, a a are, 
forget ust, wate wreer-sfsrs aT 
wef aed ufesre @Ra Agee, 
aa cifererer wa nA AoA 12 11 


12. rani akulani saba darhata parant jahim, 

sakaim na biloki beSu késarikumarako. 

miji-miji hatha, dhunaim matha dasamatha-tiya, 
‘tulasi’ tilau na bhayo bahera agarako.. 

sabu asababu darho, maim na karho, taim na karho, 
jiyaki pari, sambharai sahana-bhamdara ko. 

khijhati mamdovai sabisdda dekhi meghanadu, 
bayo luniyata saba yahi darhijarako..12.. 


Verse no. 5/12— Being scorched by the ferocity of the raging fire, the demon-queens 
ran out of their inner chambers, extremely agitated and very perturbed. They cannot 
watch the ferocious shape of ‘Késarikumara’ (Hanuman, the son of Kesari). 

Ravana's wives wring their hands, beat their heads and lament that not a single 
item could be salvaged from their homes. They cried woefully— "Everything has got 
burnt. Neither could I remove anything, nor could you. Everyone was concerned 
about his own safety, so who was bothered about the household." 

Sighting Meghnad, Mandodari became wrathfully angry at him, poignantly 
admonishing him for the woes that had befallen upon the entire city and the demon 
race, cursing him in these words: 'Everyone is reaping the harvest of what this 
accursed and stupidest of all beings had sown. [Had he not brought the monkey inside 
the city and had let him go away, such a sordid calamity would not have befallen on 
the city at all. Why, say why did he do what he did, just to boast about his exploit that 
he had caught a monkey! Well now, where has Meghnad's strength gone now, for a 
toss or where else, that he ain't able to tame the same monkey he had boasted to have 
subdued not a long while ago? Having evil sons is indeed a cursed bane for the 
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mother as they cause more grief to her than even the most unfavourable of stars and 
malignant of fates. ]' 


Baa a welt Reme we ogeh, 
STET! ars we daag aerem | 
wre Adee! wre, we Y Helter ! d 
MRa a dd, as aa ai a areiti 
wre Apa! pÈ, Pè Y spa! 
srad Aa ad Ae a oa cuero A 
wrét «er aiferet feretey game 1113 11 


13. ravana ki ranim bilakhant kahai jatudhanim, 
haha! ko'u kahai bisabahu dasamathasom. 

kahé meghanada! kahe, kahé re mahodara! tin’ 
dhiraju na deta, la'i leta kyorn na hathasom.. 
kahe atikaya! kahe, kahe re akampana! 

abhage tiya tyage bhonre bhage jata satha som. 
‘tulasi’ barha'irn badi salatern bisala bahaim, 
yahim bala baliso birodhu raghunathasom..13.. 


Verse no. 5/13—Demonesses, who were queens of Ravana, cried uncontrollably and 
inconsolably, lamenting woefully as they wailed, 'Oh Gosh! Someone should inform 
our pitiable condition to the ten-headed and twenty-armed Ravana (their husband, the 
demon king). 

Why, oh you Meghnad! And why, oh you Mahodar! Why don’t you now step 
forward to console us and why don’t you give us protection of your arms (something 
of which you had boasted of ever since you had stepped out of your cradle)? Oh you 
Atikai, and you Akampan! Oh you luckless idiots. Why do you abandon your women 
folk and run away en-masse, leaving us in the lurch? 

You fellows have uselessly lengthened your arms as long as teak trees. [That 
is, you pretend to have long and sturdy arms that have a long reach and can encircle 
your enemies and hold them in a vice-like grip, but actually they are no better than 
feeble creepers. ] 

Oh you fools and loggerheads! Is this the cowardly strength relying on which 
you have created enmity with Sri Raghunath (the Lord of Raghu’s kingdom; Lord Sri 
Ram)? [Now come on; show your valour when the time has come. Instead, you prefer 
to flee.]' 


ar-a, hle-3ile, se, som, dR, 
AR-AR ARAR AA a anfsr È | 
sma yora, ward a PS PG, 
erga cel Bl det cil act anfer S11 
amet feud, m-an gerd, ais 
geam- cis uferers urer RÈ | 
gmt RAAS soe ogai Pè, 
fase c5 pÀ ul Reas a enfin 
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14. hata-bata, kota-ota, atani, agara, pauri, 
khori-khori dauri-dauri dinhi ati agi haiai. 

arata pukarata, sambharata na ko'ü kahü, 
byakula jaham so tahami loka cale bhagi haim.. 
baladhi phiravai, bara-bara jhaharavai, jharaimm 
bumdiya-si lanka paghila'i paga pagihai. 
'tulasi' biloki akulani jatudhanim kahaim, 
citrahü ke kapi som nisacaru na lagihai..14.. 


Verse no. 5/14—In this way, Hanuman set to fire the market places, forts, palaces, 
ramparts and gates, houses, lanes and by-lanes, every nook and corner of the city (1). 

Everyone is crying in agony, and no one bothers about another; all are running 
helter-skelter (2). 

Hanuman shook his tail often, and ambers and sparks of fire flew from it as if 
he wished to prepare a sweet dish called Bundiya made of small round globules of 
gram-flour soaked in treacle (molasses) symbolized by the melted-down gold of 
Lanka (3). 

Seeing all this, the demonesses (female demons) said that after witnessing 
such a horrific scene, the demons would not dare to fight even a dummy monkey in 
future (4).* 


cot, aoi 3ifer, amfar-amíór adel orei—-cdel, 
efrerpt a ATS, ao Ya a Barret 
we GR, wat sar, A-J is, 
pè m-a ‘OR, af ae mA 
Bu Beam, Al old esI IA, 
art afte -AA ARAN sre 
ara A fern, Rara, stage SA, 
‘ald ara! ARa, aifeisra, gré 1511 


15. lagi, lagi agi, bhagi-bhagi cale jaham-taham, 
dhiyako na maya, bapa pūta na sambharahim. 
chüte bara, basana ughare, dhüma-dhundha andha, 
kahaim bare-bürhe ‘bari, bari’ bara barahim.. 

haya hihinata, bhagé jata ghaharata gaja, 

bhari bhira theli-peli raundi-khaundi darahim. 

nama lai cilata, bilalata, akulata ati, 

‘tata tata! taunsi'ata, jhaunsi'ata, jharahim’..15.. 


Verse no. 5/15—Everyone is panicky and run hither-thither at random, shouting 'Tt 
has caught fire. It's burning!' 

Neither does a mother bother about her daughter, nor a father about his son. 
Their hairs and clothes have become dishevelled, everyone has become (virtually) 
naked, and having been blinded by the dense smoke (emerging from the fire), all are 
shouting for water. The horses run away neighing, the elephants trumpet wildly as 
they trample underfoot the huge crowd which has collected. Everyone is calling 
others by their names, and all of them are agitated and writhing in agony due to the 
scorching heat. A raucous cry fills the city with everyone shouting, 'Oh my God! The 
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flames are scorching us; it’s intolerably hot! [Where to do we escape from this raging 
hell of a fire that surrounds us from all quarters?]' 


erue weet cdTeromeremer «à fab, 

YH spore, ufsatel lea pile Y 
uce erem Raoa, oe oda old 

Ue urgemer oid ‘ata! d femme xii 
füem d. nè, matma! d ure, amu! 

am d ueté, ge!ug! d ue V| 

até «writer sa dri weg ale 10611 


16. lapata karala jvalajalamala dahürmi disi, 
dhüma akulane, pahicanai kauna kahi re. 

pānīkō lalāta bilalāta, jarē gāta jāta 

priya tümi parahi, natha!nathal tim parahi, bapa! 
bapa tim parahi, püta!püta! tim’ parahi re". 
*tulasi' biloki loga byakula behala kahaim, 

lehi dasasisa aba bisa cakha cahi re..16.. 


Verse no. 5/16—The terrible, leaping flames of the 'garland' (the girdle) of fire has 
spread in all the 10 directions (i.e. everywhere)'. All are extremely distressed due to 
the chocking smoke. Who could recognise anyone in that tumult? All are dying for 
water; their bodies are getting scorched, they are highly distressed and cry out, 'Oh 
brother! Save me! Dear! You run away from here to save yourself! Oh Lord, run 
away! Father, oh father! Run! Oh son, listen son! Escape from here! 

Tulsidas says that everyone is extremely distressed, woeful to the extreme, 
agitated and tormented, and all of them curse Ravana by the bountiful—'Oh you 
wretched fellow known as Ravana! Now see what you have done, with all of your 20 
eyes".' 


[Note—'The 10 directions are the following—north, north-east, east, south-east, 
south, south-west, west, north-west, nadir and zenith. 


Ravana had ten heads, each with two eyes. Hence he had 10 heads x 2 eyes in each 
head = 20 eyes. To say ‘look with all your 20 eyes’ is a sort of scorn-filled remark 
implying that Ravana should open all his eyes wide to watch the destruction he has 
brought forth upon the city, and not turn his face away to behave like an ostrich when 
it is in distress. | 


Are- ufa, srefer 3rome uf, 
ugdíi-uoemne ula sere Ísreilfebu | 

srer—3se] ma, ARR- sero È, 
areal vg è aR ates Aft i 

ae aa feast, sar sitRa sÀ ae, 


aa, 3a Ag dad ws er Rea are, 
as Bars ois onfé-onfeé APU |117 11 
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17. bithika-bajara prati, atani agara prati, 

pavari-pagara prati banaru biloki'e. 

adha-urdha banara, bidisi-disi banaru hai, 

mano rahyau hai bhari banaru tiloki'em.. 

mümidaim amkhi hiyamem, ugharem amkhi agem tharho, 
dha'i ja'i jaham-taham, aura ko'ü koki'e. 

lehü, aba lehu taba ko'ü na sikhabo mano, 

SO' satara'i ja'i jahi-jahi roki'e..17.. 


Verse no. 5/17—Hanuman is moving so swiftly that wherever one sees—lanes and 
by-lanes, markets, house-tops, every house, doorway and its walls etc.—only the 
monkey is seen, above and below, in all the directions. Wherever one turns, one can 
see that monkey as if he has filled (spread over) all the 3 worlds (like an evil omen 
that had descended upon the city of Lanka). 

His image is visible while one closes one's eyes, and on opening them he 
appears to be standing right in front, menacingly. Whenever, wherever they (the 
citizens of Lanka) call anyone, it appears that Hanuman answers the call and stands in 
front to frighten the wits out of the caller. When they try to stop anyone, he gets 
angry, saying, 'Look; look now! No one had paid attention to our advice earlier! . 


[Note— Surely there must have been some wise demons in the city who had been in 
favour of allowing the monkey to get away from there after they had witnessed how 
he had laid to waste the royal garden of Ravana and had beaten black and blue the 
guards who had tried to intervene. It would have made sense not to aggravate the 
situation any more right then, but instead be alarmed and take warning that this 
fellow, the monkey, is sure to come back at the behest of his master, whosoever he 
may be, in full strength alongside his companions once he had seen how to breach the 
city's defenses. It would have made sense to pull up the sock and learn a lesson from 
this intrusion to be prepared with full diligence and might for the almost certain ill- 
tidings that were to come upon the city like the dark clouds of doomsday that loomed 
over the horizon. Due diligence and proper preparations and girdling one's self with 
resolve to face the unforeseen eventuality was the demand of the day and advice of 
the wisdom, and not the stupidity and foolishness of trying to further instigate the 
monkey who seems to possess some mysterious strength that was far superior to the 
combined strength of all the demon army. 

So the wise demons who were in favour of releasing Hanuman and letting him 
go away now lamented that their views were neglected and brushed aside by the 
nature of belligerence, haughtiness and arrogance that dominated the majority of the 
demon clan. And now the result is for everyone to behold.] 


tifa, uret Wis awe, qad a sma | 
Up ur Id Up sled St Hd, UH 

awd È ae, pè, uag AATE | | 
gam wed va ‘ite aa are pÀ, 

saè er SIS Wey maA aoa | 
‘email $, gems 3,’ fe 'arq? 8b wae, a 

aie anfer anit er gerd Rig Aa 1118 11 
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18. eka karaim dhaunja, eka kahaim, karhau saunja, éka 
aunji, pani pikai kahaim, banata na avano. 

ēka pare garhe ēka darhata him karhe, eka 

dekhata haim tharhe, kahaim, pavaku bhayavano.. 
‘tulasi’ kahata eka ‘nikém hatha la'e kapi, 

ajahüm na charai balu galako bajavano'. 

"dha'o re, bujha'o rē,’ ki 'bavare hau ravare, ya 

aunrai agi lagi na bujhavai sindhu savano’..18.. 


Verse no. 5/18—Some are running helter-skelter in panic; some say 'take out the arms 
(so that we can fight back with this bellicose monkey)'; some become distressed due 
to intensity of the heat and reply 'it is not possible to come any longer'; some are not 
able to decide what to do; some are being dragged out of the fire half-burnt; some are 
standing stunned and cry out, 'the fire is very intolerable and ferocious.' 

Tulsidas observes that some of the demons say—'This fellow Hanuman has 
taught him (i.e. the demon king Ravana) a nice lesson, but the pity is that this idiot 
still does not understand how things are, and he still does want to refrain himself from 
being arrogant and haughty'. 

Some of the demons exhort others, saying—'Oh run, and put out the fire', and 
the listener retorts, ‘have you become mad? This is a different type of fire which 
cannot be doused by even the ocean itself, or the rain-clouds of Sawan (the rainy 
season) if they pour out their entire content upon the city.’ 


aù aapa dd uc uale aia, 
Wars Me sg Ga AR di 
wal aeg ci ma, gas afer, 
aS des emp ennemis AR dii 
A eiTeT! ars MA del MANA, 
Re Sperre m-an AR di 
slaad mo smod, auf Age mof, 
gan aah Ag ant ag AR DINI 


19. kopi dasakandha taba pralaya payoda bole, 
a'e a'i jutha jori kai. 
kahyo lankapati lanka barata, buta'o begi, 
banaru baha'i marau mahabari bori kai.. 
"bhalem natha!' na'i matha calem pathapradanatha, 
barasaim musaladhara bara-bara ghori kai. 
jivanatern jagi agi, capari cauguni lagi, 
‘tulasi bhabhari megha bhage mukhu mori kai..19.. 


Verse no. 5/19—Then Ravana angrily summoned the dooms-day clouds, and they 
came in hurriedly along with all their companions. The lord of Lanka told them 'Oh 
clouds! Douse the fire burning Lanka with your water (torrential rains), and kill the 
monkey by drowning him in deep waters.' Saying, 'all right, Lord!', the clouds bowed 
their heads and started pouring torrential rain and rumbled repeatedly; but (to every 
one's astonishment) the fire increased four-fold by the water and became more 
ferocious and terrible. 
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Tulsidas says that the clouds became so afraid (at their failure to douse the 
fire) that they turned on their heels and ran away. 


[Note—It is pertinent to make an observation at this juncture. According to 
metaphysical interpretation of things, Lord Ram’s ‘Beej Mantra’ or ‘seed Mantra’ 
(which simply means the basic mystical formula consisting of some esoteric words 
that relate specifically to a particular Divinity or Divine Being, and which is used in 
spiritual practices such as doing meditation and repetation of the Divinity’s holy name 
as a tool to invoke the Divinity’s blessings and harness the cosmic energy represented 
by that particular Divinity) is “Raam/Raan(g)” (i.e. it is the Sanskrit alphabet ‘Ra’ 
with a dot known as the anuswar on top). This Beej Mantra also happens to the one 
for the ‘fire element’. And this means that Lord Ram represents the energy of the 
cosmic ‘fire’ that is the most powerful force of creation. This fact is clear when we 
closely observe how Ram was born: he was born out of a pudding emerging from the 
pit of the fire sacrifice his father Dasrath had done to bet sons. So, Lord Ram 
harboured the cosmic fire in him, and no worldly water such as the rain will able to 
douse it. 

Now, when this cosmic spark of the fire assumed a form in the guise of Lord 
Ram and decided to descend upon the earth to scorch the demons to death (just like 
lightening from the cloud that falls upon the earth to reduce to charcoal anything upon 
which it lands), it needed some base to support it. And Sita was that base. Remember: 
Sita was born out of the earth hidden in a pitcher when her father Janak was 
ploughing the ground to prepare it for some religious sacrifice. So, Sita was the ‘base’ 
which was planted by Lord Ram as a ground-work to prepare for his own landing on 
the soil of Lanka. 

Who was Hanuman and what does he symbolise? He is said to be the son of 
the Wind God and an incarnation of Rudra, the 11th and the most ferocious form of 
Shiva, the god overseeing the conclusion of creation as the third of the Trinity Gods. 
Fire needs ‘air’ to be ignited and kept alive, and the ‘wind’ fans its spread. 
Remember: Lord Ram had given a ring to Hanuman at the time of his departure for 
Lanka. This ring was to serve two purposes—one was as a identification tool so that 
Sita could know who he was, and the other was to ‘send the fuse to ignite the fire by 
remote control’! 

Say, who or what force on this small earth can put out the fire that has been 
ignited by the powerful cosmic spark that burns the greatest of suns like a hellish 
cauldron in the bowls of the universe. Say, can the petty rain coming down from the 
cloud with its limited stock of water douse it when it can’t even water the stretch of 
the great sand deserts that spread on the surface of this earth at so may places? 

This is the reason why the poor clouds could not douse the fire at Lanka. See 
also verse no. 22 below where Malyawan says essentially the same thing to Ravana. ] 


wa agaa wa wed yor 31 
‘or We ag ea vaag ae, 

As- -saa “facets ar-az S11 
qa get a pa aog adtaare, 

aia sifaRa fear cernens ZU 
aRe-daa gA get viler aag, 

we qa! Su-araa-faer 87112011 


918 


20. ihan jvala jare jata, uhami glani gare gata, 
sukhe sakucata saba kahata pukara haim. 
‘juga sata bhanu dekhe pralayakrsanu dekhe, 
se$a-mukha-anala biloke bara-bara hair.. 
‘tulasi’ sun'yo na kana salilu sarpi-samana, 

ati aciriju kiyo kesarikumara haim'. 
barida-bacana suni dhuné sisa sacivanha, 
kahaim dasasisa! ‘isa-bamata-bikara haim'..20.. 


Verse no. 5/20—The clouds themselves were getting scorched by the leaping flames 
of the fire that reached as high as the sky, and they felt deeply frustrated and utterly 
astonished. All the clouds became dry (devoid of rain) and hesitantly called out, "We 
had seen all the 12 suns! as well as the fire of dooms-day, and had also witnessed the 
flames leaping out of the mouth of the legendary serpent called Seshnath. But we 
have never heard water turn into Ghee (oil, clarified butter) that would stoke the 
raging fire instead of putting it down! This great miracle has been performed by the 
son of Kesari (Hanuman).' 

Ravana's ministers banged their heads on hearing the clouds, and exclaimed, 
'All this is due to being opposed to God (i.e. this is the fruit of our own sins).' 


[Note—'According to mythology, there are believed to be 12 cosmic suns called 
‘Adityas’. All of them are said to rise at the time of dooms-day to scorch the world 
with their combined heat. 

According to Vishnu Puran, the twelve Adityas are the following— Dhaataa, 
Aryamaa, Mitra, Varun, Anshu, Bhug, Indra, Vivaswaan, Pushaa, Parjanya, Twashtaa 
and Vishnu.] 


wig, eilepurer AY sz satsa È | 
weg nèg wer Ara wry are 

eru ued far fered ater S11 
‘qe facies sa got er RRG ze, 

ae- refer aerafe so È i 
A è der amaA, oi aA Aa AA A, 

amaa! Wars Tae-A set g? 211 


21. ‘pavaku, pavanu, pani, bhānu, himavānu, jamu, 

kalu, lokapala mere dara davamdola haim. 

sahebu mahésu sada sankita ramesu mohim 

mahatapa sahasa birarici linhem mola haim.. 

'tulasi' tiloka aju düjo na birajai raju, 

ko hai isa namako, jo bama hota mohüse ko, 

malavana! ravareke bavare-se bola haim’..21.. 

Verse no. 5/21—Hearing his ministers’ lamentation (verse no. 20), Ravana expressed 


surprise and said boastfully, 'Fire, Wind, Water, Sun, the Himalayas, Yam (god who 
controls hell), Kaal (death personified), Indra and other Gods—all of them shiver and 
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tremble out of my fear. My Lord is Sri Shiva (the mightiest of Gods); Vishnu, the 
husband of Laxmi is always afraid of me. I have even brought Lord Brahma (the 
Creator) under my control due to hard penances and sacrifices; he also cannot go 
against me. There is no Emperor above me (and besides me) in all the 3 worlds so 
much so that I have held captive the sons and daughters of renowned kings. Oh 
Malyawan (who was one of his senior ministers)! You speak like a mad-man. Who is 
this fellow called ‘Ishwar’ (God) who can afford to go against me?’ 


[Note—Malyawan was an elderly maternal grandfather of Ravana. He had tried to 
make Ravana see reason and abandon his recklessness before it was too late. His 
advice to Ravana was sternly rebuked, and so was the advice of all others who had 
tried to avoid the calamitous war. Refer to Ram Charit Manas, (a) Sundar Kand, from 
Chaupai line nos. 1-2 that precede Doha no. 40; and (b) Lanka Kand, from Chaupai 
line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 48—to Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 49 
for Malyawan's advice.] 


we Alea, cigeraufa! wae apt 
Aa BHT 3met, Val Hla sg Sil 


wel afar ate ari ae-Rrar 2112211 


22. bhümi bhumipala, byalapalaka patala, naka- 
pala, lokapala jete, subhata-samaju hai. 

kahai malavana, jatudhanapati! ravare ko 
manahüm akaju anai, aiso kauna aju hai.. 
ramakohu pavaku, samiru siya-svasu, kisu, 
Isa-bamata biloku, banarako byaju hai. 

jarata pacari pheri-pheri so nisanka lanka, 
jaham bamko biru toso süra-sirataju hai..22.. 


Verse no. 5/22—Then Malyawan replied, 'Of all the kings of this earth, the serpents 
of the subterranean world or Gods in the heaven—oh Lord of demons, who can ever 
think of doing harm to you? But this fire is totally different—it is Ram's anger and 
wrath personified, the hot wind which is blowing (to fan the flames) is the breath of 
Janki (Sita), and this monkey is the personification of opposition to the Lord God, his 
physical body being only an excuse for the retribution. This is the reason why inspite 
of the presence of such valiant warriors as yourself, this fellow is roaming fearlessly 
without any hesitation or obstruction, and burning down Lanka unhindered.' 


Urer-uepdrTer far erem «cB, zene, iem, 
fafarer Rea emer scr manet 
Pga ber AT oe ae ant I 

uaa saam ad Gel prè del sie, 
guc- ae 3rqer—-aiereét | 
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‘Gee’ sre a YMS €T aS Tet, 
ere ear ot o um o unmemeélig311 


23. pana-pakavana bidhi nana ke, samdhano, sidho, 
bibidha bidhana dhana barata bakharahim. 
kanakakirita koti palamga, pétaré, pitha 

karhata kahara saba jare bhare bharahim.. 

prabala anala barhem jaham karhe taham darhe, 
jhapata-lapata bhare bhavana-bhamdarahim. 
‘tulas agaru na pagaru na bajāru bacyo, 

hathi hathasara jare ghore ghorasarahim..23.. 


Verse no. 5/23— Different types of drinks, eatables, pickles, rice, wheat and other 
grains and pulses, and various types of crops are burning in their storehouses. 
Labourers are being burnt alive in trying to remove crores (millions) of golden 
crowns, beds, boxes and thrones. Because of the ever increasing ferocity of the fire, 
all the substances and things were burnt outside even after being taken out of the 
houses and store-houses, and the licking flames have spread in all the houses and 
stores, sparing no nook or corner of the city. 

Tulsidas says that neither any house could survive nor any market place or a 
wall was left standing. The elephants and horses got burnt (roasted) alive in their 
respective yards and stables. 


ere-sre seg füfüfer wei A-A uem, 
vperep—epzTél ciep cero cerei | 

ae upaa cide Aedes TT 
urfàr urfár Set astedt arefrarifer aer ii 
wreranfer eb care ra-ara | 

‘ger fai RaR 2-2 mR we 
‘aras Bere wes ples Wael’ 1124 11 


24. hata-bata hataku pighili calo ghi-so ghano, 
kanaka-karaht lanka talaphati tayasom. 

nana pakavana jatudhana balavana saba 

pagi pagi dheri kinhi bhalibhamti bhayasorn.. 
pahune krsanu pavamanasom paroso, hanumana 
sanamani kai jenva'e cita-cayasom. 

‘tulasi’ nihari arinari dai-dai gari kahaim 
"bavarem surari bairu kinhau ramarayasom'..24.. 


Verse no. 5/24— Gold melted and flowed like melted butter (ghee) on the streets in 
the market places. The city of Lanka appeared to be a huge boiling cauldron of gold 
(1). 

The dead demons appeared to be various sweet dishes being fried in it and 
arranged in heaps (2), and Hanuman was serving his guest (the Fire God), with the 
help of wind (the Wind God), the most delicious of sweets and snacks, as it were (3). 

Seeing this, the demonesses are cursing, *Oh look! This mad Ravana has made 
Lord Ram an enemy (and wrought this havoc on us) (4). 
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25. ravanu so rajarogu barhata birata-ura, 
dinu-dinu bikala, sakala sukha ramka so. 
nana upacara kari hare sura, sid'dha, muni, 
hota na bisoka, auta pavai na manaka so.. 
ramaki raja'itern rasa'ini samirasünu 

utari payodhi para sodhi saravaka so. 
jatudhana-buta putapaka lanka-jatarupa- 
ratana jatana jari kiyo hai mrganka-so..25.. 


Verse no. 5/25—Ravana was like tuberculosis that was increasing by each passing 
day in the chest of Viraat-Purush (the cosmic form of the Supreme God), due to which 
He was gradually getting emaciated and was being deprived of all peace and 
happiness (1). 

The Gods, saints and mystics had tried all sorts of medicines and had failed to 
cure or relieve Him the slightest (2). 

Then, on the orders of Lord Ram, the Aurvedic Doctor (a doctor who uses herbs 
as medicines) called Hanuman, crossed the ocean and made a special chemical 
remedy (a concoction) made up of the prey (Lanka), the herbs (the demons) and ashes 
and chemicals (of burnt gold and jewels which adorned the city) in order to cure the 
disease of the Viraat-Purush (3-4). 


[Note— The metaphors are obvious. The Supreme Lord was feeling uneasy because of 
the tyranny that the cruel demon Ravana had unleashed on this world. The pain of the 
creatures was tormenting the Lord who could not bear it any longer. All methods 
adopted by the Gods and sages to control Ravana failed, so the Lord decided to call in 
the help of his trouble-shooter named Hanuman and asked him to do something. 
Hanuman went off to Lanka and made a final attempt to teach Ravana a lesson by 
punishing him ruthlessly so that he might relent and stop his reckless behaviour. By 
burning Lanka Hanuman sought to tell Ravana that he must realise the sort of pain, 
agony and horror he and his demons are causing to the rest of the helpless population 
in this world simply because they are strong and powerful and no one has the guts and 
the strength to oppose them. Now that he has got a first-hand taste of his own 
medicine, the Lord expected that Ravana would understand the pain of others, and 
stop his cruel actions forthwith.] 


Hanuman's Departure from Lanka 


wnfs—«enf2, $ Aga, ahi gas aa, 
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ars aren ya, al oat we of di 
arg! aur atest, ufeafer dior ufer ute 
dA è area ae agate e gii 
wel cal did! eet ola vb faera fea, 
ast saca A, BT aA qae AR Pı 
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26. jari-bari, kai bidhuma, baridhi buta'i luma, 
na'i matho pagani, bho tharho kara jori kai. 
matu! krpa kijai, sahidani dijai, suni siya 

dinhi hai asisa caru cudamani chori kai.. 

kaha kahaum tata! dekhe jata jyorn bihata dina, 
bari avalamba hi, so cale tumha tori kai. 

‘tulas sanira naina, nehaso sithila baina, 

bikala biloki kapi kahata nihori kai..26.. 


Verse no. 5/26—After burning down Lanka and making it luster-less and life-less 
(blackened like lamp-black and reduced to ash), Hanuman doused his burning tail by 
jumping into the ocean, and then stood before Sita with folded hands and palms 
touching each other as a token of great respect (1)—'Oh Mother! Please be kind to 
give me a token (which I can take back to Lord Ram).’ 

Hearing this, Sita blessed him and detaching the jewel worn in her hairs, gave it to 
him, and said (2)—'Son, what can I tell you! How I am passing my days, you've seen 
for yourself. Your presence was a great reassurance and source of courage for me, but 
you speak of departing (3).’ 

Tulsidas says tears welled-up in her eyes and the voice chocked. Seeing her pitiful 
condition, Hanuman consoled her in these words (4) 


[Note—Refer also to (1) Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 8 that 
precedes Doha no. 26—to Doha no. 27; and (ii) Geetawali, Sundar Kand, verse nos. 
14-15.] 


Raa t5—:Td ola oifera a, Ag! as 
fz, sR- safir vf& ara 
aki des Bq ve smepenbq 
Bagot Baca ppe aah P i 
aaa Reda enfe, Nar ug oR, 
gm Bag a wet SARN di 
*op 9r crash maa- ea 
ony we ma-a sete sente P |171 


27. 'divasa cha-sata jata janibe na, matu! dharu 
dhira, ari-antaki avadhi rahi thorikai. 

varidhi bamidha'i sētu aihairn bhanukulakétu 
sanuja kusala kapikataku batori kai’.. 

bacana binita kahi, sitako prabodhu kari, 
'tulasi' triküta cadhi kahata daphori kai. 

‘jai jai janakisa dasasisa-kari-késar1’ 
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kapisu kudyo bata-ghata udadhi halori kai..27.. 


Verse no. 5/27—'Mother! Have patience! Bear for another 6-7 days. The end of the 
enemy is near; very little time is left (1). 

Alongwith his brother (Laxman) and army (of monkeys) Lord Ram will 
construct a bridge across the ocean and come here soon (2).* 

Thus consoling Sita, bowing his head to her (and taking her leave), he jumped 
above Mt. Trikoot and shouted at the top of his voice (3), "Glory to Lord Ram who is 
like a lion as opposed to Ravana who is like an elephant." 

Saying this, Hanuman leapt across the ocean, and the turbulence caused in the 
air due to this created waves in the ocean below (4). 

(Having taken leave from Sita, Hanuman leapt back across the ocean to arrive 
on this side where his companions had been eagerly waiting for him. } 


Hanuman's Arrival Back at Kishkindha 


Mew aega feet cf aka 

eic Rratig fear cron è Aare wig 
‘gee’ facitits Aeraey waca ad 

edt wa-aiRef, fear X maa aris 
aer son, sre ak, on og, 

agaaga wargana- Ag- | 
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28. sahasi samirasunu niranidhi langhi lakhi 
lanka sid'dhapithu nisi jago hai masanu so. 
'tulasi' biloki mahasahasu prasanna bha' 
debi siya-sarikhi, diyo hai baradanu so.. 
batika ujari, achadhari mari, jari garhu, 
bhanukulabhanuko pratapabhanu-bhanu-so. 
karata bisoka loka-kokanada, koka kapi, 
kahai jamavanta, ayo, ayo hanumanu so..28.. 


Verse no. 5/28— The bear king Jamvant said—‘The brave son of the Wind-God had 
leapt across the ocean and treated Lanka as a ‘Sidha Peeth’ (a specially blessed place 
which can endow success in any venture, particularly related to spiritualism). He 
therefore had done mystical tantrik rituals as done in a cremation ground during the 
preceding night (i.e. he had burnt the city during the night). [In occult forms of 
worship of the goddess of death, the worshipper uses the cremation ground for his 
rituals. Here, the metaphor is employed to imply that Hanuman had burnt Lanka in a 
ritualistic manner, systematically and formally.] 

Seeing his immense courage and valour, the Goddess-like Sita became very 
pleased and blessed him with a boon. Having ruined the garden (Ashok grove), 
slaying the army of Akshay Kumar and then burning Lanka, Hanuman has returned to 
us. He has removed the sorrows of this lotus-like world and Chakravak-like monkeys 
by assuming the form of the rays of the sun (daylight) that symbolizes the astounding 
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glory and majesty of Lord Ram who himself is like a sun of the Solar race’. Look, he 
has come back, he has come back!!’ [Chakravaks=ruddy goose]. [5/28] 


[Note—'Lord Ram was born in the Solar race. The lotus flower opens up during the 
day time and the ruddy goose also wakes up at dawn. In this stanza, Hanuman is 
compared to the light of the sun in as much as it is he who acted as the flag-bearer of 
Lord Ram’s fame. Had it not been for Hanuman, neither would Sita have been found 
nor would the war won by Ram. Just like the rays of the sun eliminating darkness 
from all corners of the earth, arrival of Hanuman removed the pall of gloom and the 
scepter of disaster that loomed over the monkeys on this side of the ocean as they 
waited most eagerly looking up into the sky in the south direction as Hanuman flew 
in.] 


oper Aen, Bard emit afer, 

egere ufeafe av urea ada 2g 
Sd wrerer ser ufére»eremop, ATAT 

31g oie oie erm sipa Sd BI 
AF masa, A or awa-pie pie, 


are Mead, ae aren ofa Aa aoi! 


29. gagana nihari, kilakart bhari suni, 

hanumana pahicani bha'e sanamda sacéta haim. 
burata jahaja bacyo pathikasamaju, mano 

aju ja'e jani saba ankamala deta haim.. 

‘jai jai janakisa, jai jai lakhana-kapisa’ kahi, 
kudaim kapi kautuki natata reta-reta haim. 
angadu mayandu nalu nila balasila maha 

baladhi phiravaim, mukha nana gati leta haim..29.. 


Verse no. 5/29—Hearing the joyful and shrill cry of Hanuman, all the assembled 
bears and monkeys (on this side of the ocean) looked skywards, and recognizing that 
he was Hanuman, they all became exuberant, exceedingly happy and euphoric as if a 
ship, along with its crew and passengers, has just escaped being sunk. They embraced 
each other in ecstasy as if they had been re-born. 

Shouting 'Glory to the Lord of Janki (i.e. Ram)! Glory to Laxman! Glory to 
Sugriv!' all those monkeys and bears jumped gleefully and danced merrily on the sand 
of the ocean shore. Most valiant among them—Angad, Mayand, Neel, Nal—twisted 
and waved their large tails and happily made funny faces at each other. 


[Note—Refer also to Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line nos. 2-6 that 
precede Doha no. 28.] 


are agma, weed SPAA 2a, 
Aa vor ve, gaa coe ÈI 
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30. ayo hanumanu, pranahetu ankamala deta, 
lēta pagadhüri ēka, cümata lamgüla haim. 

ēka bujhairmn bara-bara siya-samacara, kahairmn 
pavanakumaru, bho bigatasrama-sila hair.. 
ēka bhükhe jani, agem anaim kanda-müla-phala, 
ēka pujaim bahu balamüla tori phula haim. 

ēka kahaim 'tulasi' sakala sidhi takém, jākērn 
krpa-pathanatha sitanathu sānukūla haim..30.. 


Verse no. 5/30—On his landing on this side of the ocean, the monkeys regarded him 
as their saviour, and some embraced him, while others took the dust of his feet, or 
kissed his tail (1). 

Some asked the news of Sita, and narrating it, it appeared the tiredness of 
Hanuman vanished (i.e. he felt exhilarated and joyful on telling the good news to 
them) (2). 

Some of his companion brought bulbs, roots and fruits for him, thinking that 
he was hungry; still others adorned his arms with flowers and showered adulations on 
them (3). 

Some said that one on whom Lord Ram has become benign and favourable 
can accomplish all the tasks in this world (4). 

{The party of jubilant monkeys and bears came to the Rishyamook Mountain 
where Lord Ram waited with Laxman and Sugriv for the news.} 


Aaa wes, wile, Hear cem cipt 
wed wor urere, Pree wey wera | 
Pal Baer AA mmaa, SA 
wg wa, ga üfer US agaa | 
Ar amaa, A Yara caret a, 
Sore Get soe’ eee asa dea | 
we enfer, PR ae 3HTU ae, da- 
Bret vruer Heals AS Hels 113111 


31. siyako sanehu, silu, katha tatha lankakt 
kahata cale cayasom, sirano pathu chanamem. 
kahyo jubaraja boli banarasamaju, aju 

khahu phala, suni peli paithe madhubanamerm.. 
mare bagavana, te pukarata devana ge, 

'ujare baga angada’ dekha'e ghaya tanamerm. 
kahai kapiraju, kari kaju a'e kisa, tula- 

sisaki sapatha mahamodu mere manamem..31.. 
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Verse no. 5/31—Then they started to move towards Kishkindha from the shore of the 
ocean, all the while narrating and listening to the stories of Sita’s devotion, affections, 
pure character and pious nature vis-a-vis her sorrowful surroundings and torments she 
was undergoing. As a result, the distance was covered soon (without them feeling 
tired). Reaching Kishkindha, Angad summoned all the monkeys and said, ‘Today, all 
of you eat fruits to your heart’s content!’ 

Hearing his orders, all the monkeys forcefully entered Madhuvan (i.e. a garden 
of sweet fruit trees laden with honey). Those gardeners who were beaten by excited 
monkeys ran to the court (of Sugriv) and complained. Showing him (Sugriv) their 
wounds they informed him that Angad had reduced the garden to waste. At this 
Sugriv exclaimed, ‘In the name of the Lord of Tulsi (i.e. Sri Ram), it appears that the 
monkeys have completed the assigned task. Today my mind is feeling extremely 
happy (which is a good omen)!’ 


[Note—Refer also to Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line nos. 6-8 that 
precede Doha no. 28—to Chaupai line no. | that precedes Doha no. 29.] 
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Part 3 


Lord Ram collects an Army of Monkeys and Bears to Launch a 
Campaign to Recover Sita, Vibhishan Joins Lord Ram, Crossing 
the Ocean and the Arrival of the Lord’s Forces in Lanka, the 
Prelude to the War and Attempts to avoid it through an 
Emissary for Peace. 


(With Roman Transliteration of Verses, English Exposition and Notes) 


This Part no. 3 of our Book has 4 Chapters as follows:- 


Chapter 8 narrates how Lord Ram collected a huge army of monkeys and bears under 
the supervision of Sugriv, the king of Kishkindha and of the monkey race, to launch a 
military campaign to free Sita from the clutches of the demons; and the arrival of the 
Lord’s army on the shore of the ocean. 


Chapter 9 describes why and how Vibhishan, the brother of Ravana, joins Lord Ram 
camp. 


Chapter 10 narrates how the formidable army of Lord Ram crossed the mighty ocean 
by constructing a bridge across it, and landed on the shores of Lanka. 
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Chapter 11 deals with the prelude to the sacking of Lanka—The war parleys that were 
held, and Lord Ram’s sending of Angad as his emissary to Ravana to explore the 
possibility of avoiding a destructive bloody war. 

In accordance with the method adopted by us in reading this wonderful and 
fascinating classical tale describing the story of Ravana and the epic war of Lanka, we 
shall be reading, one by one, from all the four classics as we have been doing till 
now—viz. Ram Charit Manas, Adhyatma Ramayan, Geetawali Ramayan and 
Kavitawali Ramayan. 


Chapter 8 


Lord Ram Collects a Huge Army of Monkeys and Bears and Launches a 
Military Campaign to Free Sita from the Clutches of the Demons; the 
Arrival of the Lord’s Army on the Shore of the Ocean. 


After Hanuman had briefed Lord Ram about his adventurous journey to Lanka and 
the discovery of Sita, the Lord asked Sugriv, the king of Kishkindha, to make 
immediate arrangements for the departure of the army of Kapis (monkeys and bears), 
that was kept on the stand-by, on the mission to free her from the clutches of her 
captor, the demon king Ravana, and at the same time to eliminate, once and for all, 
the scourge of the demons who had been tormenting the creatures of the earth. Orders 
were given, and a huge motivated and devoted army of countless Kapi warriors, who 
were all renowned for their matchless gallantry, bravery, courage and valour, was set 
in motion, marching enthusiastically and swiftly, with great zest and zeal, to 
accomplish the mission as quickly as possible. The formidable army of Lord Ram 
moved ahead in the southern direction as fast as the wind blows, swiftly and rapidly 
across the land, almost gliding through forests, valleys and mountainous terrain, till it 
finally reached the shore of the mighty ocean, and then their progress was suddenly 
checked as the ocean stood in the way and blocked further progress. Here Lord Ram 
pitched camp to discuss how to get over this barrier. 

This part of this magnificent Story is covered in Chapter no. 8 of our Book. 
This Chapter has the following Sections:- 

Section 8.1—Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 6 that 
precedes Doha no. 34—to Doha no. 35; 

Section 8.2—Adhyatma Ramayan, Lanka Kand, Canto 1; 

Section 8.3—Geetawali Ramayan, Sundar Kand, verse no. 22; 


Section 8.1: Ram Charit Manas 


(Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 34—to 
Doha no. 35.} 


ws vguía hafai aera | het ure HT hE SATA Ul & N 
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taba raghupati kapipatihi bolava. kaha calaim kara karahu banava. 6. 
aba bilambu ke hi karana kijé. turata kapinha kahum ayasu dije. 7. 
kautuka dekhi sumana bahu barasi. nabha tem bhavana cale sura harasi. 8. 


Then Lord Raghupati (Lord Ram)! summoned the king of the Kapis (i.e. Sugriv)^, and 
instructed him, *Make immediate arrangements for the departure of the army for 
Lanka. (6) 


There is no reason why should there be any delay now. Call all the Kapis (the 
monkeys as well as their bear companions) and give them suitable instructions in this 
regard.’ (7) 


The gods, who had assembled in the sky to watch the proceedings on the ground, 
greatly marveled and were amazed at the strange way the Lord acts and carries out his 
worldly sports; they were positively glad at the developments and the miraculous way 
the events had turned in their favour’. Then they showered flowers from the sky and 
cheerfully went to their respective abodes in the heaven‘. (8) 


[Note—'During the course of reading of the Ramayana, many names of Lord Ram 
have been used, and one of them is *Raghupati", literally meaning a Lord of the line 
of kings descending from the great and illustrious king Raghu of the ancient kingdom 
of Ayodhya. 


?Tulsidas, a learned and skilled poet as he was, uses the term ‘Pati’, meaning a lord 
and a king, for both Lord Ram and Sugriv to signify that at this moment two great 
kings of two equally great kingdoms of Ayodhya and Kishkindha are joining hands to 
carry out a great campaign jointly. But here Lord Ram has no army of his own, 
whereas Sugriv commands a singularly formidable army. So by addressing them as 
'Raghupati' and ‘Kapi-pati’ respectively the poet emphasizes that though Lord Ram 
has no physical army at present to support him in his campaign, but this does not 
undermine the fact that he belongs to a great empire of Ayodhya ruled by illustrious 
kings descending from the world famous king Raghu, and so both Lord Ram and 
Sugriv are on the same footing as far as this campaign—of freeing Sita—is 
concerned. 


`The gods, who were well aware of the reality of Lord Ram, that he was a personified 
form of Lord Vishnu, were amazed that the supreme Lord of the world would need 
the help of humble forest-dwelling Kapis to win Lanka, instead of some great army of 
the city-dwelling human race! 

They marveled as to how a single individual (Lord Ram), who has been sent to 
the forest along with his wife (Sita) and younger brother (Laxman), who had no other 
support except the strength of his own arms and who had only a little while ago 
seemed lost and dejected, would, out of the force of his will and enterprise, and of 
course a little help from a benevolent destiny and providence, would so astonishingly 
overcome all hurdles and obstacles, that would seem insurmountable for others, to 
accomplish success in an endeavour that had even baffled the gods themselves— 
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which was to launch a campaign to eliminate the powerful and invincible demon king 
Ravana and his equally powerful and ruthless army of ferocious demons. This 
enterprise was a very singular one—as it pitched demons renowned for their ferocity, 
extraordinary power and formidable strength, demons who had trounced even the 
gods and terrorized them at will, against humble beings such as the Kapis as well as 
the two brothers Lord Ram and Laxman—and thus to imagine that the tables would 
finally turn against the demons was simply out of the question. 

The gods also were immensely surprised at the way destiny and providence 
play their own games, in the way the most unlikely can often times become a reality, 
and the most unthinkable of situations can transmew themselves into a practical plan 
of action—for it was indeed remarkable that humans represented by Lord Ram and 
Laxman would team up with wild forest-dwelling creatures represented by the 
monkeys and bears to launch a well-planned and skillfully maneuvered military 
campaign to conquer a formidable army represented by the demons and overrun its 
citadel at Lanka. To wit, given the will and the determination, all odds can be 
surmounted, and anything can be made possible in this world. 

It was remarkable that Lord Ram would take the help of humble ‘Kapis’, who 
were forest dwelling creatures, instead of his own army of Ayodhya which was 
renowned in the whole world for its valour, courage, skill and strength, to launch a 
campaign to free Sita, which was in fact an excuse to fulfill the promise the Lord had 
made to the gods and mother earth on an earlier occasion—that he would slay the 
cruel demons led by their king Ravana who had become invincible by the many boons 
that he had acquired, and thereby free the earth as well as the gods from their torments 
and horrors (apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes 
Doha no. 184—to Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 188. 


^The gods celebrated the occasion by raining flowers from the sky. Lord Ram was 
now ready to finally go on a mission to eliminate the demons, and this was what the 
gods had always wanted. Since all the circumstances were now favourable and the 
Lord had issued instructions to Sugriv to start the preparations for the great campaign, 
the gods wished to show their happiness by showering flowers.] 


ao.  enfuufe ahr arene sim spera peri 
AAT OR SIT AT STAT TET, TT Ul 3 Y UI 
dona. 


nana barana atula bala banara bhalu barutha. 34. 


The lord of the Kapis (i.e. Sugriv) immediately summoned all the commanders of the 
countless groups of monkey warriors in his realm. 

These multitudes of warriors consisted of monkeys and bears (banara - 
bhalu) of myriad forms, belonging to different clans which had their own 
distinguishing characteristics such as colours of their skins and individual habits, but 
one thing was common to them all, and that was they were all gallant, and were 
matchless in strength, bravery, valour and courage. (Doha no. 34) 
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[Note—'One thing is very clear from this Doha—that the army of Lord Ram 
consisted of both the ‘monkeys’ as well as the ‘bears’. Though the word ‘Kapi’ 
literally means a monkey, and this word is liberally used to refer to the Lord’s army as 
well as to the inhabitants of the kingdom of Kishkindha, but it is only because the 
population of the monkeys in this forested kingdom was in the majority, while the 
community of bears was in a minority, and that was all. The phrase ‘army of Kapis’ 
therefore does not mean that all its warriors were ‘monkeys’ alone, for there were a 
large numbers of ‘bears’ too who had participated in the Lord's campaign of Lanka. 

This fact will be clear when we come to the narration of the war where we 
shall read that both the monkeys and bears were equal partners in the battles, and 
fought shoulder-to-shoulder alongside each other. In this context it is also to be noted 
that one of Sugriv’s chief advisors and confidante was a bear named Jamvant. It was 
Jamvant who had inspired Hanuman to go across the ocean to search Sita in Lanka— 
apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, Chaupai line nos. 3-6 that precede 
Doha no. 30. 

Refer also to Chaupai line nos. 1-3, 8 and 10 herein below. ] 


"dio. WY Ug Wenst-Tefé Gat 1 Asis SITe[TETSIeT RET N 9 UI 
oat XTH Went enfu Gar | Farts Hur enft estat AAT U 3 UI 
Ta Pa ae Ug enfüsT | mw wesspd WE fis s N 


caupat. 


prabhu pada pankaja navahim sisa. garjahim bhalu mahabala kisa. 1. 
dekhi rama sakala kapi sena. cita'i krpa kari rajiva naina. 2. 
rama krpa bala pa'i kapinda. bha'e pacchajuta manahum girinda. 3. 


All the assembled monkey and bear warriors came and bowed their heads before the 
lotus-like feet of Lord Ram. They were all extremely valiant, powerful and strong, 
and they roared and thundered vigorously (waiting for instructions, and eager for 
departure on the campaign trail). (1) 


Lord Ram surveyed the whole army of Kapis (monkeys and bears) as they paraded 
before him, and he cast his compassionate glances graciously over the whole 
assembly of troops. (2) 


When the Kapis observed that the Lord is casting his graceful and benevolent glances 
upon all of them, they were all highly encouraged and motivated, and their 
enthusiasm was so great that they felt as if they had wings that would enable them to 
fly like birds just like the mythological mountains that grew wings and could fly at 
will (bha'e pacchajuta manahunř girinda)’. (3) 


[Note—'The troops were highly excited and thrilled at the prospect of an adventure 
that was to their liking. They were roaring and raring to go, and felt so enthusiastic 
that made them feel they would virtually fly like huge mountains and fall en-masse 
upon the enemy to crush it to smithereens. 

Of course, when Lord Ram observed this committed and motivated army he 
too felt encouraged and sure of success as the army's high morale was crucial for 
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attaining success in such a hazardous endeavour as the war against the ferocious 
demons known for their strength and daring. | 


Be UH Ta hls TAT VAT STU Xie AH AMT UY I 
SIR ener ATTA chic Dang wem wp e idt uu ui 


harasi rama taba kinha payana. saguna bha'e sundara subha nana. 4. 
jasu sakala mangalamaya kiti. tasu payana saguna yaha niti. 5. 


Then Lord Ram cheerfully made his departure to launch the campaign; at that time all 
sorts of auspicious omens occurred to indicate that things would turn out favourably. 


(4) 


Forsooth and without gainsay indeed, he (Lord Ram) whose marvelous glory is 
unquestionably auspicious and beautiful, when he decides to start on a journey (to 
undertake an enterprise that would fulfill his mission on earth!) then there is no 
question of anything other than auspicious and favourable happening! (5) 


[Note—'The mission of Lord Ram was to eliminate the terror of demons, and he had 
made this promise to the gods and mother earth on a previous occasion. Further, a 
chaste woman (Sita) had been wrongfully abducted and imprisoned by an evil 
creature (the demon king Ravana), and this crime had to be punished. Therefore, this 
mission itself was for the general good of all living beings on earth as it involved the 
elimination of the cruel demons, as well as for restoring the honour of a faultless 
woman, Sita, who was kidnapped forcibly by Ravana, so it was undoubtedly for a 
noble cause, and anything done for the good of others and in pursuit of a noble cause 
is deemed to be auspicious, holy and beautiful. This was one primary reason why 
there was all round enthusiasm and cheerfulness in Lord Ram's camp. 

It was not going to be a war for the sake of a war such as for the purpose of 
usurping some great king's prosperous kingdom out of jealousy and avarice by 
another king of a capricious and expansionist nature, but it was to be a holy war for a 
righteous cause and with a noble aim. It was to be a war of good against the evil; a 
war that was thrust upon Lord Ram and not one in which he willingly got involved 
just for the pleasure of fighting. It was not like a sport of hunting that kings found as a 
past time that resulted in senseless killing of innocent animals, but it was a necessary 
war that was required to eliminate ‘cruel, blood-thirsty animals’ sybmbolised by the 
demons who had terrorized innocent creatures in this world, plundering and killing at 
their free will, so that peace, happiness, freedom, fearlessness and rule of law can 
once again be restored on earth.] 
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prabhu payana jana baidehim. pharaki bama amga janu kahi dēhīm. 6. 
jo'i jo'i saguna janakihi ho'l. asaguna bhaya'u ravanahi so’. 7. 
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Vaidehi (Sita) got the hint that Lord Ram has made his departure (to start the 
campaign to free her) because the left side of her body began to flutter'—as if to tell 
her that good tidings were soon to come. (6) 


Whatever positive omens occurred to Sita, the opposite of those occurred to Ravana 
(hinting to him that some severe calamity is in the offing)’. (7) 


[Note— It is believed that when the left side of a woman's body flutters it is a good 
sign for her. So when Sita’s muscles on her left began fluttering, she got a hint that 
something good was about to happen. And the only good that could happen to her was 
freedom from captivity in Lanka, and if that was to actually happen it meant that Lord 
Ram is on his way. This is also what Hanuman had promised her when he took leave 
for going back to Lord Ram. 


*What is good for a female as far as signs and omens are concerned, it is bad for a 
male. So if fluttering of the left side of the body was good for Sita, the same kind of 
fluttering of muscles was a bad sign for Ravana. 

Hence, the omens indicated that what cheered Sita would dismay Ravana. So, 
if the omens meant Sita would find joy by way of meeting Lord Ram and finding 
herself delivered, the same omens meant that Ravana would be devastated. | 
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cala kataku ko baranaim para. garjahim banara bhalu apara. 8. 
nakha ayudha giri padapadhari. cale gagana mahi icchacari. 9. 
keharinada bhalu kapi karahim. dagamagahim diggaja cikkarahim. 10. 


The army made its departure and marched towards its destination. Say, who can ever 
describe it (both the army and the way it marched)? Uncountable numbers of the 
monkeys and bears were roaring and thundering violently, and there was no 
measurement of the army's strength and extent. (8) 


The warriors had large piercing nails (which they would use as knives, daggers and 
swords), and all were armed with huge rocks and boulders as well as trees. They 
moved in the way that suited them—some walked on foot and others took the path of 
the sky!. (9) 


The monkeys and bears were roaring like lions, and this caused the legendary 
Diggajas (*diggaja"; the elephants said to support the earth from below in its eight 
cardinal points or directions”) to shake and trumpet loudly in great alarm. 

[To wit, as the army of Lord Ram moved ahead, there was a great tumult on 
the surface of the earth; the energetic activity of the marching army, the uproarious 
shouts of the warriors and the angry stamping of their feet made the earth shake and 
tremble as if an earthquake was taking place.] (10) 
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[Note—'So there was no wonder if Hanuman could fly across the ocean to go and 
come back from Lanka. 


?The ‘Diggajas’ support the earth at four corners—north, east, south and west, as well 
as the four angles of north-east, south-east, south-west and north-west. When the 
army of Lord Ram moved, the earth shook, giving the impression that these eight 
strong elephants had begun to tremble and squirm. ] 
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chanda. 


cikkarahim diggaja dola mahi giri lola sagara kharabhare. 1. 

mana harasa sabha gandharba sura muni naga kinnara dukha taré. 2. 
katakatahim markata bikata bhata bahu koti kotinha dhavahim. 3. 
jaya rama prabala pratapa kosalanatha guna gana gavahim. 4. 


The Diggajas (the eight elephants supporting the earth at the eight cardinal points) 
trumpeted wildly; the earth shook violently; the mountains rumbled and rocked; the 
water of the ocean began churning and heaving massively (producing huge waves). 
(Chanda line no. 1) 


The Sun-God, the Moon-God and all other Gods, the sages, the ascetics and other 
pious souls, the Naagas (serpents and all other reptiles), and the Kinnars (the dancers 
in heaven; a sort of demi-god)—all of them felt exhilarated and elated in their minds 
and hearts (“Mana”) because this event marked the beginning of the end of their 
sufferings and miseries (caused to them by the ferocious demons)’. (Chanda line no. 
2) 


Fierce and redoubtable monkey warriors gnashed and ground their teeth in anger even 
as they rushed forward in countless multitudes, in a bellicose mood. (Chanda line no. 
3) 


They were hailing the glory of Lord Ram in a thunderous voice, calling out in a shrill 
cry, ‘Glory to Lord Ram who is extremely powerful, strong and valiant, and who is 
the king of Kaushal (the kingdom of Ayodhya)!’ (Chanda line no. 4) 


[Note—'All the gods and the holy men were suffering intensely under the reign of 
horror and terror unleashed by the demons under their merciless king Ravana. When 
Lord Ram marched with his formidable army on his mission to take on these cruel 
demons head on and eliminate them, it was definitely something to celebrate for those 
who suffered immensely under the demons. How ruthless and cruel the demons were, 
and the sort of horrors they had spread everywhere has been narrated in Ram Charit 
Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 179—to Chaupai line 
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no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 184. We have already read about it in Chapter no. 3 of 
our Book. 

Fed up by a life full of sorrows, the gods and mother earth, the latter 
representing all the creatures that dwelt on earth, had made a fervent appeal to the 
Supreme Being to intervene on their behalf and restore law and order in this world. 
The Lord had then promised them that he would personally come down in the form of 
Lord Ram and eliminate the scourge of the demons. We have also read about it in 
Chapter no. 4 of our Book which narrates this episode as it is described in Ram Charit 
Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 184—to Chaupai line 
no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 188. 

That moment has arrived, so definitely it was the time to rejoice. The physical 
tumult caused by the marching of Lord Ram’s army as narrated in these verses may 
have momentarily terrified all living beings as they may have thought that the dooms- 
day has finally arrived, but the gods and the learned sages and ascetics who were 
privy to the actual cause of this tumult were very happy. ] 
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sahi saka na bhara udara ahipati bara barahim moha’. 5. 

gaha dasana puni puni kamatha prsta kathora so kimi soha’. 6. 
raghubira rucira prayana prasthiti jani parama suhavani. 7. 
janu kamatha kharpara sarparaja so likhata abicala pavani. 8. 


Lord Seshnath (the legendary serpent-king with a thousand-hoods; the celestial 
serpent who is said to hold the world aloft on his hoods) could not cope with the 
excessive heavy weight exerted by the marching army on his head (because the 
weight of hundreds and thousands of monkey and bear warriors was now concentrated 
on a limited area of the surface of the earth, thereby exerting excess pressure at some 
selected points on his hood), and so he began to reel and feel dizzy and uneasy due to 
the excessive burden put on his head by the belligerent army, inspite of his being very 
magnanimous and forgiving because he had never complained about the weight of the 
earth that he carried on his hoods since eternity. 

[To wit, perhaps it was the first time in creation when Seshnath felt that he is 
unable to bear this heavy weight of the army of Lord Ram, so massive and extensive 
it was.] (Chaupai line no. 5) 


Feeling that he would collapse and sink if he did not find a support, Seshnath sought 
help from the legendary Tortoise (who also supports the earth on the back of his hard 
shell) by grasping the sharp protuberances on the rough outer surface of the latter's 
shell by the means of his sharp teeth. 

[To wit, when Seshnath felt a sort of vertigo overtaking him, he hooked his 
teeth around the sharp spike-like extensions on the back of the Tortoise's shell in 
order to tether himself to them and avoid a disaster.] (Chaupai line no. 6) 
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It appears that this wonderful development of Lord Ram, the brave warrior of king 
Raghu’s line, making his departure to accomplish the great mission for which he had 
come down to earth was so momentous, singular and glorious one that Lord Seshnath 
wished to immortalize it by writing it down for posterity. So he decided to carve this 
marvelous story by etching it on the hard shell of the Tortoise by scratching with his 
teeth, and it is for this purpose that he had clung himself on the back of the shell of the 
Tortoise so that he can write down Lord Ram’s feat and leave it for posterity by 
scratching the shell by his sharp teeth as he moved backward and forward on it, 
apparently to maintain his balance. 

[Seshnath had sharp teeth, and the shell of the Tortoise was hard as rock. So 
therefore, just as ancient people left edicts and carvings on rocks to make them 
permanent, Seshnath decided to immortalize this glorious story of Lord Ram by 
carving it on the back of the shell of the Tortoise by scratching on it with his teeth 
even as he had to toss and turn by the shifting of weight by the movement of the 
Lord's army.] (Chaupai line nos. 7-8) 
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ehi bidhi ja'i krpanidhi utare sagara tira. 
jaham taham lage khana phala bhalu bipula kapi bira. 35. 


In this fascinating manner Lord Ram, who is an ocean of mercy, compassion, 
kindness and grace (krpanidhi), reached the shore of the ocean and pitched his camp. 

Once there, the multitudes of brave monkeys and bears began refreshing 
themselves by eating fruits’. (Doha no. 35) 


[Note— After leaving Kishkindha, the army had not halted even for a brief break; it 
marched relentlessly ahead, without any stop—apropos: (i) Adhyatma Ramayan, 
Lanka Kand, Canto 1, verse no. 40; and (ii) Valmiki Ramayan, Lanka Kand, Canto 4, 
verse nos. 71-72. 

Naturally the soldiers were hungry. So now, when their progress was halted by 
the ocean, they found some time to refresh themselves, while their commanders and 
Lord Ram would hold a conference to decide how to overcome this barrier 
symbolized by the endless stretch of water of the ocean—apropos: Valmiki Ramayan, 
Lanka Kand, Canto 4, verse nos. 102-105. 

When the ocean was finally crossed by the means of a bridge built across it, 
and the army landed on the shores of Lanka, once again some time was needed to plan 
the future strategy. So once again Lord Ram ordered the monkeys and bears to go and 
eat fruit to refresh themselves—refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line 
nos. 3-6 that precede Doha no. 5.] 
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Section 8.2: Adhyatma Ramayan 


{Adhyatma Ramayan, Lanka Kand, Canto 1.} 


Now we shall read about this part of the Story—of Lord Ram’s departure from 
Kishkindha together with his formidable army of brave monkeys and bears, till the 
time he reached the shore of the ocean—from Adhyatma Ramayan, Lanka Kand, 
Canto 1. 
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yathavadbhasitam vakyam $rutva ramo hanümatah | 
uvacanantaram vakyam harsena mahatavrtah i 111 
karyam krtam hanumata devairapi suduskaram | 
manasapi yadanyena smartum $akyam na bhütale i 211 


1-2. Lord Shiva said— Oh Parvati! Hearing the words of Hanuman (who had narrated 
verbatim what Sita had said), Lord Ram was all praise for him. He said most 
cheerfully (1), "Whatever work Hanuman has done is difficult and daunting even for 
the Gods to do. Verily, on the surface of the earth, no one can even dare to imagine or 
think about (doing) it (2). 
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Satayojanavistirnam langhayetkah payonidhim | 

lankam ca raksasairguptam ko va dharsayitum ksamah ıı 311 
bhrtyakaryam hanumata krtam sarvamasesatah | 
sugrivasyedrso loke na bhüto na bhavisyati n 411 


3-4. Say, who is capable of crossing the hundred Yojan (800 miles) wide ocean and 
demolish Lanka which is protected by the demons? (3). 

Hanuman has proficiently lived up to the expectations of a loyal, faithful and 
diligent servant (and subordinate) of Sugriv. There has been none in the past and shall 
never be in the future anyone such as him in this world (4). 
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aham ca raghuvamśaśca laksmanasca kapisvarah | 
janakya darśanenādya raksitah smo hanūmatā ıı 511 
sarvatha sukrtam karyam janakyah parimarganam | 
samudram manasa smrtva sidativa mano mama ıı 611 


5-6. By seeing (and bringing the news of) Janki (Sita), Hanuman has saved me and 
others of the family of the great legendary king by the name of Raghu, such as (my 
younger brother) Laxman; he has also saved Sugriv and others as well! (5). 

The job of ascertaining the whereabouts of Sita has been done, but my heart 
and mind gets a little alarmed and I feel a bit dismayed when I think of the ocean that 
intervenes, and which acts as a formidable barrier between us and the success of the 
whole mission? (6) 


[Note—'When Lord Ram says that the whole family of king Raghu has been saved by 
Hanuman by bringing the news of Sita being alive he means that if there was some 
bad news, or no news at all, he would have ended his life, and Laxman would have 
followed suit. When the news reached Ayodhya, or when he did not turn up in the city 
after the expiry of the 14 year exile period, it was sure that Bharat, his other brother, 
would have ended his life too, and he will be followed by Shatrughan. With the father 
already dead and there being no off-spring of any of the brothers yet, the chain would 
break and there would be no one left to carry forward the family title and legacy. 

This is the reason why Lord Ram has expressed great gratitude for Hanuman. 
In Ram Charit Manas the Lord has even gone further to say that he would forever 
remain indebted to Hanuman—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai 
line nos. 5-7 that precede Doha no.32. 


^Everything was in place—Sita had been traced, and the army was ready. But now the 
vexed question was: *how to overcome the barrier of the mighty ocean; how to cross 
it to reach Lanka?’ | 
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katham nakrajhasakirnam samudram śatayojanam | 
langhayitva ripum hanyam katham draksyami janakim it 71 
Srutva tu ramavacanam sugrivah praha raghavam | 
samudram langhayisyamo mahanakrajhasakulam ıı 811 
lankam ca vidhamisyamo hanisyamo'dya ravanam | 

cintam tyaja raghusrestha cinta karyavinasini ii 911 


7-9. How will I eliminate the enemy by crossing the 100 Yojan wide ocean full of 
countless obstacles, such as alligators and other ferocious marine animals? And how 
will I see Janki?' (7). 

Hearing these seemingly helpless words that gave the impression that Lord 
Ram was utterly dismayed, distraught and confounded, Sugriv stepped in to reassure 
him, to encourage him and lift his sagging spirits. So Sugriv said, 'Oh Lord, we shall 
leap across the ocean which seems so impossible to cross as it consists of 
insurmountable barriers (such as whirlpools, huge waves, reefs, mountains etc.), and 
formidable obstacles such as huge fishe (viz. alligators, crocodiles, sharks, whales 
etc.) (8). 

Then we shall quickly destroy Lanka and wrench control of it, killing the 
lowly and wicked Ravana. Oh the best in king Raghu's race (“raghusrestha”; Lord 
Ram)! You must stop worrying, for worry ruins the task at hand (9). 
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drstva lankam dasagrivo hata ityeva manmahe ıı 111 


10-11. Have a look at those brilliant monkeys; they are ace warriors, the best in their 
race for their gallantry, skill, valour, invincibility, bravery and courage. They are 
ready even to enter the fire in order to do what is good and is pleasing to you. 

[To wit, why do you feel so disheartened and dismayed. We are all ready to 
serve you with our lives. What makes me sad is that you feel so helpless inspite of our 
being by your side. Why, don't you see that these monkeys are raring to sacrifice their 
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lives for you; and do you doubt their ability to successfully accomplish this mission? 
Oh Lord, abandon such negative thoughts. You will witness our courage and strength 
as soon as the war begins. Have faith on us, and trust my words that I give you upon 
my honour.] (10). 

Lets first think about crossing the ocean, for that is the main physical problem 
that faces us. Lanka is no problem, for as soon as we see its shore and land there, we 
regard Ravana as good as dead. 

[To wit, once we are across, the demons are no problem for us, for we can 
easily overcome them and crush the enemy. So let us concentrate our energy first in 
finding out a way to cross this ocean. As for the demons, what does it matter that they 
are strong, powerful, ferocious and wild. You have already heard what a single 
individual amongst us, I refer to Hanuman, has done to these seemingly invincible 
demons, so you can well imagine what will be the score when we unleash our 
combined wrath upon them. Truly, oh Lord, all hell would break upon the demons, 
and the fate that looms over the horizon of Lanka is worse than the final day of doom 
that is the destiny of all things in this mortal world.] (11). 
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nahi pa$yamyaham kaficittrisu lokesu raghava | 
grhitadhanuso yaste tisthedabhimukho rane ii 1211 
sarvatha no jayo rama bhavisyati na sam$ayah | 
nimittani ca pasyami tatha bhütani sarvasah ıı 1311 


12-13. Oh Raghav (Sri Ram)! I do not see (or imagine) that any warrior would be 
able to stand his ground in the battle-field once you face him and raise you brow at 
him. [To wit, no warrior, no matter who he is, would be a match for you in the battle- 
field. As soon as you look at your opponent angrily, he would shiver and tremble in 
fear of death. I don't believe that anyone would stand before you and manage to 
subdue you in a battle.] (12). 

Oh Lord Ram! There is not the slightest of doubts that victory will be ours 
because I can see relevant omens everywhere that indicate our victory ' (13). 
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sugrivavacanam srutva bhaktiviryasamanvitam | 
angikrtyabravidramo hanumantam purahsthitam ıı 1411 
yena kena prakarena langhayamo maharnavam | 
lankasvarupam me brühi duhsadhyam devadanavaih 11 151 
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14-15. Hearing these reassuring words of Sugriv, which were full of devotion, 
loyalty, encouragement, valour and manliness, Lord Ram accepted his advice. [To 
wit, after hearing Sugriv’s council, Lord Ram determined that he was correct. So, 
instead of wasting time in brooding and inviting negative thoughts that would serve 
no purpose, it would be wiser to think positively and constructively. Yes, the Lord 
agreed with Sugriv, that the priority now was to plan how to cross the ocean. The rest 
can wait.] 

So the Lord said to Hanuman (14), 'We shall first cross the ocean somehow. 
But do tell us about the general lay-out of Lanka; give us a general description of the 
place. It is said (and heard) that it is a very difficult and daunting prospect to win (and 
overcome) this city even for the Gods and other demons (who are not friendly with 
Ravana and do not have any treaty of allegiance with him, and who may think, to their 
own peril, of trying to capture Lanka by force). 

[To wit, it is well known that it is almost impossible to take Lanka. You have 
already been there, and you have a personal experience of its security apparatus, as 
well as of its strength and weaknesses. You have successfully overcome all obstacles. 
And not only that, for you have successfully fought and defeated its army to a great 
extent, and have also burnt the city, something that is simply out of the imagination. 
So you are the proper person to advise us about Lanka, and how to penetrate and 
overcome it.] (15). 
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jňātvā tasya pratikaram karisyami kapisvara | 
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lanka divya puri deva trikütaSikhare sthita i 171 


16-17. Oh the lord of monkeys (Hanuman)! Once I come to know about its design 
and layout, I shall think of and devise some way to overcome it’. 

Hearing these words of Lord Ram, Hanuman joined his hands together in 
respect, and said politely (16), 'I shall submit before you whatever I have seen at 
Lanka. The majestic city is established on the summit of Mt. Trikoot (17). 
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nanopavanasobhadhya divyavapibhiravrta | 
grhairvicitrasobhadhyairmanistambhamayaih subhaih i1 1911 


18-19. It has golden parapets and boundary walls; its tall buildings are also made of 
gold. It is surrounded on all the sides by deep moats and trenches full of clean water 
(18). 

It looks very magnificent and grand due to the presence of many gardens, 
groves and orchards that sprinkle the city. They have numerous ponds and other water 
bodies located here and there. The buildings are adorned by pillars that are liberally 
studded with gems, crystals and other sorts of priceless jewels (19). 
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pascimadvaramasadya gajavahah sahasrasah | 
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20-21. Stationed near its western gate, there are thousands of war elephants; at the 
northern gate there is infantry as well as cavalry; at the eastern gate there are a 
thousand-million demon warriors, while the southern gate is protected by equal 
number of brave and courageous warriors (20-21). 
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22-23. In the centre of the city there is a huge army consisting of countless numbers 
of elephants, horses, chariots and infantry troops tasked to constantly protect the city. 
All of them (the troops) are experts in using various types of arms and armaments 
(22). 

The entrance to the city is protected by different types of tunnels and cannons. 
[These cannons were placed at the mouth of these tunnels so that in case of an attack 
by an enemy, when the main entrances are closed, the defending demon army can 
come out from these tunnels quietly to attack from the rear of the enemy, while the 
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cannons are blazing fire and plummeting the enemy lines with mortar shells and fire 
balls to keep it at bay as well as to afford a covering fire for the troops who pour out 
of the tunnels. ] 

But oh Lord! Inspite of the presence of all these formidable and 
insurmountable hurdles, hear what I have done (23). 
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24-26. I have destroyed (killed) one fourth of Ravana's army, have burnt Lanka, and 
have ruined (demolished) his golden palace (24). 

Oh the most exalted in the family of king Raghu (Lord Ram)! I have destroyed 
the tunnels and cannons as well. Oh Lord! It is my belief that Lanka would be easily 
reduced to rubble as soon as your sight falls on it. [To wit, you can very easily 
conquer it.] (25). 

Oh the Lord of Gods (deve$a)! Now you must make preparations to go there 
forthwith. We must collect our army of brave, courageous and strong monkey 
warriors from all the sides', and approach the shores of the great salty ocean' (26). 


[Note—'This conversation is taking place at Kishkindha, precisely on Mt. Prabarshan, 
where Lord Ram was waiting for Hanuman to come back. It was here that Hanuman 
had gone to report to Lord Ram about his successful mission to Lanka. 

When the Lord learnt of the ocean, he was a wee whit worried. Sugriv had 
assured the Lord that it is useless to worry about a problem till we actually came face 
to face with it. Hanuman too endorses this view, and says that the top priority now 
should be to summon all the monkeys and bears and move to the shore of the ocean. 
No worthwhile purpose would be served in procrastination and brooding over matters 
that are still in the distant future. ^We will cross the ocean when the time comes; but 
first let us go there" was the unanimous advice of Sugriv and Hanuman.] 
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$rutva hanümato vakyamuvaca raghunandanah | 
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asminmuhurte gatvaham lankam raksasasankulam i 281 
saprakaram sudurdharsam na$ayami saravanam | 
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27-29. Hearing the words of Hanuman, Raghunandan (Lord Sri Ram) said, 'Oh 
Sugriv! Order all your troops (monkeys and bears) to set out immediately (27), 
because the auspicious time indicating victory exists at present. I shall go on the 
mission to Lanka which is full of demons (to liberate Sita and kill Ravana) during the 
currency of this very auspicious time (and I don't want to delay it) (28). 

Lanka is very impregnable and virtually invincible as it is surrounded and 
well-protected by a huge fort with strong walls. I shall however destroy it along with 
its king Ravana, and bring Sita back. At this moment, the lower lid of my right eye is 
fluttering (which is considered a very good omen)! (29). 


[Note— When the right part of a man's body flutters, such as the eyelids of Lord Ram 
in this case, it is considered as a good omen for him. For a woman the opposite 
applies—i.e. fluttering of the left side of her body is regarded good for her, as it 
happened in the case of Sita (apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line 
no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 35).] 
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30-31. Let the full army of brave and strong monkeys make its departure from here 
immediately. Those who are chieftains and commanders of the various army 
battalions and brigades, they should guard and protect the company under their 
command and charge from all the directions—from the front and the rear, and from 
the sides’ (30). 

Meanwhile, I shall ride on the shoulders of Hanuman right in the front (the 
vanguard) of the army, and Laxman shall follow me on the shoulders of Angad’. And 
you, Sugriv, will accompany me (31). 
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[Note—'Lord Ram instructed Sugriv to order his commanders and chieftains to be 
vigilant, and properly regulate the soldiers under their individual command and 
charge. They ought to move in the front, at the rear and on the sides of the column of 
troops to guide them and see that none of the monkey and bear warriors break 
discipline. The army must march in a formed and disciplined way, and not like a 
boisterous and haphazard crowd going for a picnic. 

This precaution was necessary because Lord Ram had noticed by the 
behaviour of the monkeys and bears till this time that they were not accustomed to 
discipline and observing order. It was not their fault however, because they were 
forest dwellers, and were unregulated tribes not trained in accordance to the laws of 
conduct that were observed by city dwellers. 


^Why did Lord Ram and Laxman ride on the backs of Hanuman and Angad 
respectively? The answer is that Lord Ram and Laxman were, after all, in the form of 
human beings, while the rest of the army consisted of monkeys and bears. The speed 
and agility of movement of humans cannot match with that of monkeys and bears 
across a wild terrain from Kishkindha to the northern shores of the ocean, which was, 
for the most part, thickly forested and mountainous. So it became expedient for the 
two brothers to ride on the shoulders of Hanuman and Angad. 
And how did Sugriv march? He marched like all others, on foot.] 
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32-33. Guja, Gawaksha, Gawayo, Mainda, Dwivid, Nal, Neel, Sushen and Jamvant, 
as well as all other commanders who are skilled and proficient in destroying the 
enemy, should follow the army from its outer flanks (in order to maintain order as 
well as to guard the huge army from going off course, and to maintain control and 
discipline in its ranks)". 

Having thus instructed the monkeys, Lord Ram embarked on his mission, 
accompanied by Laxman at his side (32-33). 


[Note— The reader should note from verse nos. 30-33 how Lord Ram and Laxman 
led the army, and how it was organised.] 
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sugrivasahito harsatsenamadhyagato vibhuh | 
varanendranibhah sarve vanarah kamarüpinah i 341 
ksvelantah parigarjanto jagmuste daksinam di$am | 
bhaksayanto yayuh sarve phalani ca madhüni ca ıı 3511 


34-35. The ‘Vibhu’ (an epithet used for Lord Vishnu, meaning the Lord who is 
omnipresent, all-pervading, almighty, eternal and majestic; here referring obviously to 
Lord Ram) was moving ahead very cheerfully in the centre of the army, and Laxman 
was by his side’. All the monkeys were huge in form as if they were all ‘king of 
elephants’ themselves, and all of them knew the magical tricks by which they could 
assume any form they wished (34). 

All of them leapt, pranced, skipped, jumped and bounced aggressively as they 
moved along; they roared wildly, ate fruits and drank honey while moving swiftly in 
the south direction (towards the seashore) (35). 


[Note— In verse no. 31, Lord Ram had said he will go in the front of the army while 
verse no. 34 now says that he was in the middle of the army. Well, here centre or 
middle does not mean the actual, physical, geometrical center of the army. It simply 
indicates that though he was leading the multitudes of soldiers from the front, there 
were so many excited and cheerful monkeys and bears walking in front of him, 
behind him and on his sides that he appeared to be in the virtual centre of the army as 
he was completely surrounded by his soldiers. And the Lord of course did not object 
as he was, by his very nature, very lovable, kind, gracious and accommodating; he 
noticed that the monkeys and bears found great satisfaction by being at his side, that 
they were so attached to him and adored him so much that they loved mobbing him 
rather than caring for observing the niceties of military discipline. 

The Lord thought to himself at length: *How can I be stern enough to tell them 
to move back and walk in a regular file when they are so enthusiastic and emotionally 
attached to me, and find excess of joy by being at my side. I must remember that I 
owe my gratitude to them for helping me, that it is not a regular army of paid soldiers 
who are bound to serve their king for fear of punishment if they refuse, but that it is 
pure love and devotion and adoration that binds them to me, and which has motivated 
them to sacrifice their lives for me. I must reciprocate their sentiments and let them 
feel that I love them all as much as they love me, that there is no distance between 
them and me, that I treat them all as my own, and therefore they all have a right to 
claim closeness with me. If I become too rigid in observing protocol and good 
manners like one expects between an army and its commander-in-chief, I would 
emotionally alienate them, and that would be detrimental to my own interests. If these 
monkeys and bears treat me as one of them, as their close friend and dearest leader, 
then I too must forge a closer bond with them and let them feel easy with me, as it 
would make this army more and more committed to me, be faithful and loyal to me, 
and devoted to the success of my mission. 

Verily, a wise king wins over his subjects and gains their loyalty and devotion 
more by his affectionate attitude and welcoming behaviour towards them than by 
trying to enforce his orders by stern measures and the fear of punishment. So, since 
the victory over the demons depends entirely on these monkeys and bears, I must 
cultivate an excellent rapport with them, I must endear them and motivate them at the 
personal and emotional level by making them feel that I too enjoy their company as 
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much as they do mine. It is prudent for me to understand that an informal relationship 
will work better for me in the case with monkeys and bears."] 
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36-37. In this way, the matchless army of valiant and mighty monkeys (and bears) 
moved along with Lord Raghav (Lord Ram), crying for vengeance and shouting in a 
shrill voice that they would kill Ravana the same day that they see him (36). 

The two most exalted ones in the clan of Raghu (i.e. Lord Ram and Laxman) 
looked so glorious, so adorable and so magnificent while moving ahead, riding as 
they were on the shoulders of Hanuman and Angad respectively, that they resembled 
the Sun and the Moon which look so majestic in the sky as they move along the 
firmament surrounded by countless stars and other heavenly bodies that dot the sky! 
(37). 


[Note— Here Lord Ram and Laxman are compared to the Sun and the Moon to 
signify how majestic they looked as they moved ahead with their army, surrounded by 
hundreds and thousands of monkey and bears. The Sun and the Moon are the most 
prominent and splendorous entities in the sky even though there are countless other 
heavenly glittering bodies surrounding them. Similarly, though the brave monkey and 
bear warriors were all remarkable and glorious in their own right, but Lord Ram and 
his younger brother Laxman stood out prominently in their midst.] 
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38-40. That huge army almost covered the earth from end to end as it moved ahead 
(i.e. it stretched as far as the eyes could see). The monkeys shook, twirled, whirled, 
jerked, swayed, twisted and thrashed their tails; they uprooted trees, jumped and 
hopped on mountains and hills en-route, and moved swiftly with the speed of wind. 
At that time, uncountable numbers of monkeys could be visible in all the directions 
(38-39). 

Being protected by Lord Ram (and being assured that they are safe and sound 
with Lord Ram with them as their supreme commander), they were cheerfully moving 
ahead with great agility and speed (without fear and doubt). That formidable monkey 
army moved day and night, without stopping even for a moment (40). 
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41-44. At last, seeing the magnificent but strange forest between Malayachal and 
Sahayadri mountains (i.e. the valley between these two mountains), they crossed it, 
and finally the army reached the shores of the vast ocean which was roaring most 
fiercely. Then Lord Ram got off the shoulders of Hanuman, and, accompanied by 
Sugriv (41-42) — 

—He approached the water of the ocean. As the Lord stood on its shore, he 
observed, 'We have come to the shore of the ocean which is full of ferocious alligators 
and other deadly marine creatures (43). We cannot go across it without adopting some 
special strategy; it has become imperative for us now to somehow find a mean by 
which to cross this barrier. So pitch a camp for the army here. Once the army is 
settled, we shall then discuss amongst ourselves how to cross the ocean." (44). 
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45-46. Hearing the words of Lord Ram, Sugriv ordered the army to pitch its camp 
near the ocean. The chief warriors amongst them began to maintain a strict vigil over 
the army from all sides, to ensure that the soldiers maintained discipline and order 
(45). 

Seeing the dreadful, ferocious and turbulent nature of the ocean which was full 
of huge surging waves as well as other obstructions that seemed virtually 
insurmountable, very daunting and formidable, all of them were extremely baffled; 
their minds and hearts despaired, and they all felt suddenly dejected by the difficulty 
of the task at hand! (46). 


[Note—'When the army reached the ocean they were confronted by a frightening 
sight that sapped all their energy and enthusiasm. There stretched before them, as far 
as the horizon, a frightful mass of water that roared and heaved menacingly. It was 
easy for the army to walk on solid ground, and till now the warriors were full of hope 
and energy as they moved rapidly across forests and mountains and valleys, but when 
they saw the massive ocean suddenly blocking their way, they became totally dejected 
and hopeless. What to do now, they wondered in bewilderment. } 
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47-48. They felt extremely remorseful, hapless, helpless and gloomy on seeing that 
ocean which was as fathomless and without an end as the sky. They were extremely 
baffled and dumbstruck, and began to wonder, 'How shall we cross this vast abode (or 
a huge receptacle) of water (1.e. the ocean)? (47). We have to kill (overcome and get 
rid of) the evil, lowly and wicked demon Ravana today itself (but what can we do 
now, how shall we reach him when this ocean is obstructing our way?)'. 

Gravely worrying, brooding gloomily and feeling confounded thus, all of them 
sat besides Lord Ram (to hold a conference, discuss the matter, and find a resolution 
of this vexing problem) (48). 
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49-52. Lord Ram was already in a gloomy mood as he remembered his separation 
from Sita and brooded over the prospects of ever seeing her again, especially when he 
was confronted by the mighty ocean that stood as a formidable challenge for him. 

Though the Lord is the one without a second, as he is eternal and the 
enlightened Parmatma (the Supreme Being) himself personified, still he wailed and 
lamented for Sita in various ways because he had assumed the form of a human being 
to complete an assignment (of the Gods)!. 

Verily indeed, if even those persons who know or are aware of the real, 
essential and truthful form and nature of Lord Sri Ram as being the almighty and 
eternal Supreme Being (49-50) — 

— Are freed from all sorrows and miseries associated with life in this world, 
then how can the Lord himself feel sorrowful and miserable? 

Forsooth and without gainsay, the feeling of sorrow, misery, pain and grief, of 
happiness and joy, of anger and wrath, of wants and longings, of greed and rapacity, 
of attractions and attachments, of ego, arrogance and haughtiness, et al,--all are 
founded on ignorance and delusions so characteristic of this gross mundane world. 
Say, how can Lord Ram, the enlightened and wise supreme Soul, the pure 
Consciousness, the Supreme Being, ever be accused of having these negative thoughts 
and worldly emotions? 

[To wit, Lord Ram is free from all such worldly traits, but he had to play his 
role of a human being to complete perfection with the noble aim of eliminating the 
demons, so he was obliged to behave like a man who has lost his wife and faces a 
formidable obstacle that may prevent him from finding and rescuing her.] (51-52) 


[Note— The assignment was to kill the demons on behalf of the Gods and free the 
earth of its burden, and for this purpose strict secrecy was to be maintained because 
Ravana had got a boon that only a human being would be able to kill him, and only 
monkeys would be able to subdue his might. If the secret leaked out that Lord Ram 
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was not a human being, and these monkeys and bears were the many gods in their 
forms, then Ravana would get a ground to invoke the conditions of the boon and 
evade being killed. If this unfortunately happens, then the whole purpose of Lord Ram 
taking the trouble of coming to Lanka with his army of monkeys and bears would be 
defeated. 

Hence, it was imperative for Lord Ram to behave exactly like a human being 
would behave in any given set of circumstances. That is why he let it appear that this 
ocean is too much for him, although he was the almighty Supreme Being himself, and 
as such he could have very easily tamed the ocean by the simple measure of drying it 
up or ordering it to part in the middle just like the red sea parted for Moses in the 
story of the Holy Bible in the Old Testament. ] 
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53. In the state of ‘Samadhi’ (a meditative trance-like state), there is total absence of 
duality. In this state of higher spiritual existence, the mind with all its inherent 
fickleness and worldly desires too ceases to exist. Hence, during this state of existence 
one experiences nothing but pure bliss and happiness. Therefore, it goes without 
saying that all feelings of miseries, pain and grief arise due to the mind with its focus 
on a gross world, but they cease to matter when the mind is de-linked from this gross 
physical world. 

[To wit, in higher states of meditation all distinction between the mortal world 
and the immortal world is removed because the former cease to exist and only the 
latter prevails. This world of immortality is represented by pure consciousness. This 
world of consciousness is full of bliss and beatitude; there is no trace of sorrow or 
misery here.] (53) 
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54. Lord Ram is verily the Parmatma (the Supreme Soul, the Supreme Being) (ramah 
paratma); he is the Puran Purush (“purusah purano"; one who is most ancient, one 
who is mentioned and extolled by the Purans, the ancient scriptures); he is self- 
illuminated and an embodiment of eternal light (representing wisdom, truthful 
knowledge and enlightenment—“nityodito”); he is an image and an embodiment of 
eternal and truthful bliss, happiness, joy and delight (nityasukho); and he is 
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disinterested, unattached, unaffected and not influenced by anything pertaining to this 
gross mundane world of artificiality (nirihah). 

But ignorant and foolish people regard or consider him (Lord Sri Ram) to be 
either happy or sorrowful by the virtue of the characteristic features of delusions 
which envelop the mind-intellect apparatus of the creature. 

[To wit, those who are not wise and enlightened think Lord Ram as an 
ordinary human being who is subjected to all emotions so characteristic of ordinary 
mortal creatures in this world. This mis-belief arises out of delusions that overwhelm 
all living beings in this mortal world, except a few who are self-realised, wise and 
enlightened, as the latter are free from the influence of Maya.] (54). 
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Thus ends Canto | of Yuddha Kand (Lanka Kand) of Adhyatma Ramayan that 
narrates the conversation between Lord Shiva and his divine consort Uma. 


Kk K ke k 2K 2K K K 


Section 8.3: Geetawali Ramayan 


{Geetawali Ramayan, Sundar Kand, verse no. 22.} 


Tulsidas’ classic “Geetawali Ramayan” also briefly describes the departure of Lord 
Ram’s army from Kishkindha and its arrival on the shore of the ocean in Sundar 
Kand, verse no. 22. Since it covers the entire episode in a single verse it is a sort of a 
recapitulation of the event in brief. Now let us read it:- 





TARGA aa 
NRI ARS 


(5 / 22) 
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ota Rig, sma Fete, wfer BT wx eT 111 
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ay float fered Woe, Ay CUN YH Ga aR 
GIR am, We wur, TRH wale aR-ATRII 311 
Hepner we weg, faece ane PR PERTE | 
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vanarasenaki lankayatra 
raga maru 


(5/22) 


jaba raghubira payano kinhom. 

chubhita sindhu, dagamagata mahidhara, saji sāramga kara linhom.. 1.. 
suni kathora tankora ghora ati caunke bidhi-tripurari. 

jatapatala té cali surasari sakata na sambhu sambhari.. 2.. 

bha'e bikala digapala sakala, bhaya bhare bhuvana dasa cari. 
kharabhara lanka, sasanka dasanana, garabha sravahim ari-nari.. 3.. 
katakatata bhata bhalu, bikata marakata kari kehari-nada. 

kudata kari raghunatha-sapatha upari-upara badi bada.. 4.. 
giri-tarudhara, nakha mukha karala, rada kalahu karata bisada. 

cale dasa disi risa bhari 'dharu gharu’ kahi, ‘ko baraka manujada’?..5.. 
pavana pangu pavaka-patanga-sasi duri ga'e, thake bimana. 

jacata sura nimesa, suranayaka nayana-bhara akulana.. 6.. 

ga'e puri sara dhüri, bhuri bhaya aga thala jaladhi samana. 
nabha-nisana, hanumana-hamka suni samujhata ko'u na apana.. 7.. 
diggaja-kamatha-kola-sahasanana dharata dharani dhari dhira. 
barahi bara amarasata, karasata, karakaim parim sarira.. 8.. 

call camu, cahu ora sora, kachu banai na barane bhira. 

kilakilata, kasamasata, kolahala hota niranidhi-tira.. 9.. 
jatudhanapati jani kalabasa mile bibhisana a'i. 

saranagata-palaka krpalu kiyo tilaka liyo apana'i..10.. 

kautukahi baridhi bamdha'i utare subela-tata ja'i. 

tulasidasa garha dekhi phire kapi, prabhu-agamana suna'i..11.. 


The Departure of the Monkey Army for Lanka 
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Verse no. 5/22—1[A huge army of brave and valiant monkeys and bears who were war 
veterans was immediately assembled and it departed from Kishkindha for Lanka. The 
following verse describe this army and how it wended its way to the shores of Lanka. 
Ravana’s younger brother too joined hands with Lord Ram after he was insulted by 
his brother in open court. 

The narration of these events are described in detail in Ram Charit Manas, (a) 
Sundar Kand, (i) Doha no. 35 along with its preceding Chaupai line nos. 8-19 and 
Chanda line nos. 1-8; (ii) from Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 41—to 
Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 46; (iii) Doha no. 57—to Chaupai line no. 4 
that precedes Doha no. 60; and (b) Lanka Kand, (iv) from Chaupai line no. 1 that 
precedes Doha no. 1—to Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 2; (v) from 
Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 4—to Doha no. 5; (vi) Chaupai line nos. 1- 
5 that precede Doha no. 11.] 


At the time of Lord Ram's departure (with his army), the ocean became turbulent and 
mountains trembled. [There was a great tumult in the world as the earth shook and the 
oceans heaved and the mountains rocked as if a great earth-quake was occuring.] 

Presently, Lord Ram took his bow in his hands (as he got ready for departure 
from Kishkindha) (1). 


The Lord twanged his formidable bow to announce the departure of his army, whereat 
even Brahma (the creator) Mahadeo (Lord Shiva, the concluder) and other exalted 
Gods were startled and stunned at its fierce sound that resembled the sound of the 
thunderbolt (as it is heard at the time of dooms-day). 

River Ganges slipped (in shock) from Lord Shiva's matted hairs, and he could 
not control her (1.e. there were floods) (2). 


All the guardians of the world became uneasy and alarmed; all the fourteen directions 
of the world were filled with fear. 

Meanwhile, there was turmoil in Lanka. Ravana's ears stood on alert, and 
wives of the demons miscarried (3). 


The bears and monkeys began to grind their teeth, and invoking Lord Ram and taking 
oath in his name, they jumped one on top of the other in excitement (4). 


They had trees and mountains in their raised hands. Even the God of death feared 
their ferocious-looking sharp nails, claws and teeth. 

Shouting ‘catch him, catch him (with reference to Ravana, the demon king)— 
what is that demon in front of us'—they enthusiastically soared and moved in all the 
directions (like the dark clouds that cover the sky on the dooms-day) (5). 


So much dust was raised by the movement of the Lord's army that the Wind God got 
paralysed (i.e. he was unable to move due to the weight of dust particles; the 
atmosphere was suffocative and dust got suspended thickly in the air). 

The sun, the moon and the fire were eclipsed; the chariots of Gods lost their 
way (in darkness); and since the Gods don't blink their eyes, they got chocked with 
dust so much so that Indra's (king of God's) eyelids became heavy and swollen, and 
all the other Gods prayed so that this turmoil ends quickly (6). 
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Many ponds and lakes got filled with the kicked-up dust, and the hollow formed when 
mountains were uprooted and shifted or toppled over were filled with huge ocean-like 
water bodies. 

No one could hear even himself due to the din and noise created by God's 
drums in the sky and the roaring of Hanuman on the ground (7). 


The brave ‘Kurma’ (the Tortoise), Varaaha (the Boar) and Shesh Nath (the Serpent 
God) had somehow managed to hold the earth somehow, with courage and great 
difficulty, and prevent it from toppling over on its side. Their bones creaked due to 
fatigue and weight of the army, so they had to repeatedly stretch in weariness to ease 
their tired bones and muscles (8). 


In this way, when the army of monkeys started on their mission, there was 
phenomenal turbulence, turmoil, uproar and upheaval everywhere on this earth. 

It is not possible to describe the immensity and the huge proportion of the 
crowd: the monkeys were jeering, yelling and cheering, and they were so large in 
number that they jam-packed the path elbow to elbow. There was a loud and 
uproarious noise near the ocean’s shore (9). 


At this moment, Vibhishan came to meet Lord Ram because he had recognised the 
fact that the demons had subjugated themselves to God of Death and Destruction 
(Kaal). 

Lord Ram, who is naturally benevolent and merciful to refugees who have 
come to seek refuge at his holy feet, anointed him (as the king of Lanka), and 
accepted him! (10). 

['It so happened that Vibhishan had tried to make Ravana see sense and avoid 
a ruinous war for the sake of a woman, a cause of war that made made no sense. But 
death was facing Ravana in his face and had corrupted his wisdom. He publicly 
insulted Vibhishan and taunted him to leave his kingdom and go join Ram if he is so 
favourably inclined to him, forcing the latter to abandon Lanka and go to seek refuge 
with Lord Ram. The Lord immediately accepted him, and by way of showing his 
appreciation as well as a military strategy he anointed Vibhishan the future king of 
Lanka. This the Lord did to motivate Vibhishan to remain royal to him with the hope 
that if the Lord wins the war he would be made the king of Lanka. 

These developments are narrated in detail in Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, 
from Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 38—to Chaupai line no. 10 that 
precedes Doha no. 49.] 


Then, they constructed a bridge across the ocean? as if it was a mere play for them, 
crossed it, and landed on the other side, and set up camp near Mt. Sube’. 

Tulsidas says that the scouts among the monkeys went ahead, surveyed the 
fort, and leaving the message of Lord Ram's arrival at Lanka, came back to the camp* 
(11). 

[ Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, from Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha 
no. 1—to Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 2. 

Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-5 that precede Doha no. 
11. 

^Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, from Chaupai line nos. 3-10 that precede 
Doha no. 5.] 
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Chapter 9 


Vibhishan, the brother of Ravana, joins Lord Ram 


In this Chapter no. 9 we read how and why Vibhishan, the brother of the demon king 
Ravana, had come to seek refuge with Lord Ram, and join him in his campaign 
against Ravana and the rest of the demons. Lord Ram warmly welcomed Vibhishan, 
showed great affection by embracing him, and treated him as an equal while accepting 
him in his camp. Not only this, the Lord was so glad that Vibhishan came to join him 
that he wished to reward him, and so he forthwith anointed Vibhishan as the next king 
of Lanka. 

This Chapter has four sections as follows: 

Section 9.1—Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that 
precedes Doha no. 36—to Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 50. 

Section 9.2—Kavitawali Ramayan, Sundar Kand, verse no. 32. 

Section 9.3—Adhyatma Ramayan, Lanka Kand, Canto no. 2 (full)—to Canto 
3, verse nos. 1-47. 

Section 9.4—Geetawali Ramayan, Sundar Kand, verse nos. 23-45. 


Section 9.1: Ram Charit Manas 


{Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 36—to 
Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 50.} 


"dio. set rarer fè Geert ita A oat tas enfü cre N 9 ul 
fr Fret We we enfe feram. (fé fafa Her ht SANT 2 N 
SIR] ga aot RPT a TS ate see Ot Het VETS | 3 N 


caupa’. 


uham nisacara rahahim sasanka. jaba tem jari gaya'u kapi lanka. 1. 
nija nija grham saba karahim bicara. nahim nisicara kula kera ubara. 2. 
jasu dita bala barani na ja’. tehi a'em pura kavana bhala't. 3. 


[Now, let us leave Lord Ram and his army on the shore of the ocean, and divert our 
attention to learn about the developments in Lanka where a lot of turmoil ensued in 
the wake of Hanuman burning the city, thrashing and killing its army mercilessly, and 
then fearlessly left the city, without any opposition or resistance, to go back to 
Kishkindha to report to Lord Ram. This clearly implied that the demons were sore 
affright and terrified of him, as not a single demon warrior dared to challenge him as 
he was leaving the city on his way home.] 


Ever since the Kapi (Hanuman) burnt Lanka and went away, there was a heavy 
atmosphere of gloom and dismay in the city. The demons (who were not accustomed 
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to such a severe beating and shame inflicted upon them by a lonely intruder in the 
form of a humble monkey) were extremely terrorized and bewildered; they lived in a 
perpetual environment of great fear, uncertainty and consternation. (1) 


They gathered together in small groups in their homes, and discussed the 
developments. The unanimous view was that the demon race was now doomed, and 
that there seemed no chances of escape from the calamity that stares blankly in their 
faces. (2) 


The general thread of conversation amongst the distraught and terrified demon 
citizens was this: “He' whose mere messenger is so powerful, strong and devastating 
(and who has caused such havoc single handedly, with no one daring to stop him), say 
what will happen when he himself arrives here with the full force of his army, and 
unleashes the fury of his anger!” (3) 


[Note—'The demons were well aware that Hanuman was simply a messenger of Lord 
Ram whose wife Sita was kidnapped and brought to the city of Lanka by their king 
Ravana. So they mean Lord Ram here. The citizens’ homes were burnt, and countless 
demon warriors were either killed or severely wounded in confrontation with 
Hanuman. All these developments left the inhabitants of Lanka dazed and befuddled. ] 


girs we GM urn art AA affir srpemt tx t 
Teta wirft ait ufa wn emit ceret spera fa Ta unt t uu 


ahd eru eR wn Uae Va cer aif feat feet erg ts ul 


dütinha sana suni purajana bani. mandodari adhika akulani. 4. 
rahasi jori kara pati paga lagi. boli bacana niti rasa pagi. 5. 
kanta karasa hari sana pariharahü. mora kaha ati hita hiyam dharahü. 6. 


When Mandodari, the wife of Ravana, heard of what the citizens were saying through 
the medium of spies and informers, she was extremely agitated and worried’. (4) 


When she found her husband alone in the palace, she fell down at his feet, and 
clasping them in supplication, she pleaded with him using sweet words which were 
wise and full of prudence. (5) 


Mandodari said, *My dear husband (kanta)! Please abandon animosity with Lord Hari 
(the Supreme Being; Lord Vishnu who was in the form of Lord Ram). Understand 
that what I say is for your own profound good, and with this view pay heed to my 
salutary words of wisdom and keep them in your heart. 

[To wit, don't take me in the wrong sense, don't think that I am disloyal to you 
by pointing out your faults and misdemeanours. Listen to my advice as it is for your 
own good, and pay attention to me. Understand that your welfare is intrinsically 
linked to my own welfare as I am your wife; and so I can never say anything that will 
be harmful for you.] (6) 
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[Note—'Mandodari came to learn about the gloomy developments and the 
demoralizing impact they had on the morale of the city when her confidantes 
informed her about them. She knew the evil, sinful, stubborn and haughty nature of 
her husband Ravana more than anyone else, and so she feared for the worst. But 
nevertheless she decided to try and make her husband see the light of reason, and 
hoped that good sense would somehow prevail upon him. 

The question arises that if Mandodari could learn from spies about the things 
the citizens were saying, why no such information was received by Ravana? The 
reason lies in Ravana’s nature—he was so wrathful and short-tempered, so haughty, 
arrogant and egoist that he was unwilling to hear anything that did not suit him or that 
he did not want to hear, that anyone who dared to inform him about the rumblings in 
the city would not only bear the brunt of his anger, and immediately put to death 
himself, but would certainly also cause those whom he report to be subjected to a 
merciless death. So, Ravana’s nature went against him as he was kept in the dark 
about the fact that the city was mentally revolting against him, that the demon army 
was demoralized, and that tremors of mutiny were rumbling right under his very nose. 

During the course of our reading we shall discover this feature in Ravana’s 
character—that he was egoist, stubborn and arrogant to the extreme, and that he 
would pay no attention to any advice by anyone about anything, no matter how good 
that advice was, once he had decided on a course of action. 

Though it can be argued that it is a good sign for a king to be determined and 
resolute in his decisions and actions, but at the same time it is expected of a good king 
that he keeps his mind open to wise council and good advice of his close confidantes 
such as his own ministers and advisors, and is able to take into account the changes in 
situations to modify his responses to them. Stubbornness and haughtiness of mind that 
does not want to accommodate views of others, and thinks that what it thinks is 
correct and what others think is wrong, without even bothering to weigh the pros and 
the cons of the various options, would surely ruin the king and would be detrimental 
for the welfare of his kingdom. ] 


WHERDSI qd hs Het | Sate Teal n aH 9 N 
are aR Aa aa ates usag ha ST USE Cem 


samujhata jasu duta ka'i karani. sravahim garbha rajanicara gharani. 7. 
tasu nari nija saciva bola’. pathavahu kanta jo cahahu bhala'. 8. 


As soon as the wives of the demons hear and recall the fearsome deeds of the 
messenger, they become so horrified with terror that they miscarry. (7) 


Oh my lord (kanta)! If you want your own good (and welfare of the kingdom) then 
summon your minister and send back the wife of that Lord whose messenger had 
instilled such great fear in the demons. (8) 


qa aot ener fats gaang perita PTHT UT ang UU 9 UI 
rg er Aten far SS fet A TU dp mp HLS Ul Qo I 
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tava kula kamala bipina dukhada’l. sita sita nisa sama a’. 9. 
sunahu natha sita binu dinhem. hita na tumhara sambhu aja kinhem. 10. 


Sita has become a symbol of doom for the entire race of demons who were hitherto 
living peacefully in the city of Lanka. She is like that frosty night that spells doom for 
a bed of lotuses that otherwise bloom in a pond. 

[To wit, even as a frosty night destroys a bed of lotuses that otherwise bloom 
in a pond during ordinary nights, Sita too has become ruinous for the demon race 
which lived happily in Lanka till now. Just as the lotuses bloom in a pond but wither 
during frost, the demons have become distressed and gloomy ever since Sita came 
here.] (9) 


Listen my lord; without giving Sita back you can never expect any good for yourself. 
Even Lord Shiva and Lord Brahma themselves won't be able to help you at all. 

[To wit, if you think that you have nothing to fear because you worship Lord 
Shiva and Lord Brahma, and that they would protect you, then listen, even they won't 
come to your aid if you do not return Sita to her rightful Lord (Ram). Lords Shiva and 
Brahma cannot side with you and neglect your evil deeds, for these gods cannot 
condone sins, impropriety and unrighteousness. You are deceiving yourself if you 
harbour such false beliefs; they are misconceptions that would drive you to your own 
grave.] (10) 


[Note—'In this metaphor, Sita is like the symbolic frosty night that causes the lotus 
flowers to shrink; the demon race is like the lotus flower, and Lanka is like the pond 
in which the lotus flowers bloomed prior to being struck by frost. The city was 
prosperous and the demons lived happily, but since Sita came here everything turned 
gloomy and uncertain. ] 


SIO. Waar ate aka Met Para Ver | 
Sa RT Wad A AT RT TT HAG ART SH I 35 II 
doha. 
rama bana ahi gana sarisa nikara nisacara bheka. 
jaba lagi grasata na taba lagi jatanu karahu taji teka. 36. 


The arrows of Lord Ram are like fierce serpents, and the demon hordes are like mere 
frogs in their comparison. 

So therefore, till the time those serpents (arrows) do not devour (kill) the frogs 
(demons), you still have time in your hands to put things in order. Abandon 
stubbornness and haughtiness, and find a way to save the demons from doom while 
still there is time with you.’ (Doha no. 36) 


"dio. sat xpi We ren art i forse ena fated Start t 9 t 
ANS GUS WIR AT ATT TT ST GET TAT R di 
caupat. 
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Sravana suni satha ta kari bani. bihasa jagata bidita abhimani. 1. 
sabhaya subha'u nari kara saca. mangala mahum bhaya mana ati kaca. 2. 


When that stupid fellow (Ravana) who was renowned in the world as being 
exceedingly haughty, arrogant and egoist, heard her (Mandodari's) words that he took 
as admonishment, he roared with laughter defiantly. (1) 


He haughtily retorted, ‘Truly it is said that a woman's is timid by nature and she is 
easily overcome by fear. Even in the event when auspicious things are about to 
happen! she harbours doubt, fear and consternation, looking at the darker side of 
every situation, because she has a weak, fickle and irresolute mind. (2) 


[Note—'This observation of Ravana that “auspicious things are about to happen" is to 
be marked. No one knew the secret that was in his mind and heart. He had abducted 
Sita with a clear understanding that it is through her that he can hope to find 
redemption for his soul, because he felt that his life had been so sinful and his deeds 
so bad that there is no scope for his soul to find deliverance and emancipation ever. 
This resolution is clear in Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-5 
that precede Doha no. 23. 

It was not possible for him to do any righteous, auspicious, holy and virtuous 
thing now at this late stage in life that could at least neutralize the huge burden of sins 
and evil deeds that he had accumulated on his head. His soul was crying for 
redemption and yearning for salvation; he wanted internal peace and bliss for himself, 
but it eluded him. He knew that he cannot successfully practice any of the means 
prescribed in the scriptures by which a creature can atone for his past sins and 
misdeeds; he knew that he can’t find deliverance, emancipation and salvation by 
doing Tapa (penance and austerity), Yoga (meditation), Dhyan (contemplation), 
Bhakti (devotion for Lord God), Daan (charity), Yagya (religious sacrifices), Daya 
(showing mercy and compassion), Tirtha (going on a pilgrimage), Prayaschita 
(penitence and repentance for sins and evil life), Sewa (serving the lowly and 
humble), or any other means prescribed by the scriptures. 

His only chance, he determined for himself, was to get rid of his evil body of a 
demon by getting killed in a battle at the hands of the Supreme Being, who he firmly 
believed had come down to earth in the form of Lord Ram. Fighting and waging a 
cruel war was something that suited his nature and temperament, as he was not 
inclined to be pious and compassionate. 

But to achieve this noble aim—to die at the hands of the Supreme Being 
personified as Lord Ram—he would have to do something very unconventional and 
extremely nasty so as to sufficiently provoke the Lord, who is otherwise so merciful 
and forgiving that he would most probably spare Ravana if there was any scope of 
forgiving him, that he would be compelled to come to him and kill him in a face-to- 
face battle. This occurrence would serve a dual purpose—one, it will free Ravana’s 
soul from the cage of the evil body of a demon in which it was trapped, and help it 
attain deliverance, salvation, emancipation, and two, it will afford Ravana a rare 
chance to have a ‘Darshan’, a holy sight of the Supreme Lord, without having to make 
great spiritual efforts and undertake rigorous religious performances in order to 
achieve this rarest of rare privilege that all living beings yearn for but rarely get; it 
would be a singular achievement that would grant him eternal bliss, beatitude and joy. 

He had another noble aim in his mind and heart. Suppose he decided to 
abandon his sinful life and devote himself entirely to a righteous and holy way of life, 
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and do whatever was necessary to atone for and seek forgiveness for his past sins, and 
also suppose he would succeed in his efforts at penitence and attained his desired 
spiritual goal of liberation and deliverance, of emancipation and salvation, of 
obtaining eternal bliss, beatitude and felicity—but it would be restricted to him alone; 
he alone would be the beneficiary of all such spiritual practices. But it would be too 
selfish for him to reap this largesse while the rest of his demon companions, his kith 
and kin, his soldiers and commanders et al, who had faithfully and loyally been 
serving him for such a long time, were allowed to suffer hell and remain toiling under 
the horrible yoke of a demon life, with no redemption in sight. Perhaps some of these 
demons were doing evil deeds that they did not out of their own free will but under 
obligation to carry out Ravana’s orders, as he was their king. So therefore it was 
obligatory upon him to assume responsibility for the consequences of what they did, 
and so if he wished for his own spiritual welfare he must also keep their concerns in 
mind. 

Hence, thought Ravana, he must devise a device that would ensure “collective 
deliverance and emancipation” of all the demons who took instructions from him and 
served him loyally throughout his life; he cannot abandon them when seeking good 
destiny for his own self. To attain this noble objective, the only practical way open for 
Ravana was to start a war with Lord Ram as it would automatically ensure that these 
poor demons would die one by one in the battles that take place, and consequently 
each one of them would find liberation and deliverance for his soul; not only this, all 
the demons would, like himself, also have a chance to have a holy glimpse of the 
Supreme Being in the form of Lord Ram, which would grant them eternal bliss and 
beatitude the way he expects for himself! 

If these demons had become sinful and carried out countless evil deeds on the 
orders of Ravana, and in the process had shared his doomed destiny, they would now 
be able to share the spiritual reward of ‘Mukti’ (liberation, deliverance) alongside 
Ravana. A great and noble king is one who shares with his subjects both fortunes as 
well as misfortunes. 

Indeed and forsooth, if we see things from a corrective perspective we would 
conclude that Ravana was a truly great king who thought for others, who was 
concerned for his entire generation who had all along sacrificed its life for him and his 
cause, who decided that if his demon race was ready to share a doomed destiny with 
him by committing horrible sins on his orders, they have an equal and moral right to 
enjoy liberation and deliverance if their king had the good fortune to have it. 

This is the primary and the only reason why Ravana did not listen to anyone 
who suggested to him to return Sita to Lord Ram, because if he did so then all his 
secret planning for the redemption of his soul and that of other demons would be 
undone. |] 
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asa kahi bihasi tahi ura la't. cale'u sabham mamata adhika'".. 5. 
mandodari hrdayam kara cinta. bhaya'u kanta para bidhi biparita. 6. 


What is there to fear from the army of monkeys? In case they do come here then our 
demons would feed upon those poor fellows in order to satisfy their hunger and for 
their sustenance’. (3) 


It is such an irony and a matter to laugh at because it is nothing better than a joke that 
he (i.e. Ravana) from whom even the Lokpals (the gods responsible for protection of 
the world) tremble out of fear, his wife should feel so frightened! (4) 


Saying this, Ravana laughed once again and affectionately embraced her (Mandodari). 
Exhibiting great fondness for her by his demeanours', he went haughtily to his royal 
court. (5) 

Meanwhile, when Mandodari observed that her husband was not willing to 
listen to any advice and had become blind to obvious signs of impending disaster, she 
was highly worried for him and feared for the worst. She thought to herself that the 
Creator has indeed turned hostile towards her husband because the latter refuses to 
pay heed to common sense. 

[To wit, when the Creator becomes opposed to anyone, the first thing he does 
is to corrupt the mind of that person so much that he becomes deluded and acts in a 
way that is detrimental to his own interests. The Creator creates such a situation that 
the person pushes himself over a cliff and jumps into a deep and dark abyss of self- 
invited and self-inflicted disaster for which he cannot blame anyone else but his own 
self. Mandodari came round to the view that this is exactly what has happened with 
her husband.] (6) 


[Note— The demons ate flesh of living creatures. So Ravana says that in case the 
army of monkeys (and bears) comes to Lanka, then he will order his demon army to 
catch the enemy's soldiers and make a good meal out of them. Imagine what Ravana 
had planned—he would close all his military canteens and food outlets, forcing the 
demon army to suffer from hunger, so that when the monkeys arrive in Lanka these 
famished demons would pounce upon them from all sides, killing the monkeys and 
bears for their meals if they wished to eat cooked meat, or even eating them alive if 
they wished so. 


*All the gods were scared of Ravana. So he cites this to stress upon his wife 
Mandodari that he was so mighty and powerful that even the gods fear him, and 
therefore it is very surprising that his own wife should feel afraid of humble creatures 
such as human beings and monkeys, a reference to Lord Ram and his army of 
monkeys and bears. It is a laughable matter as this fear of hers carries no weight and 
merits no attention. 


*So we see why Ravana did not punish Mandodari for admonishing him, not only here 
but later on too when the war actually commenced. All her entreaties and 
remonstrations with Ravana gave the impression that she was taking the side of Lord 
Ram, her husband's enemy, and literally belittling her own husband. No man would 
tolerate such an attitude of his wife—that she praises his enemy openly and repeatedly 
while undermining the self-respect and dignity of her husband. But Ravana only 
smiled at her and excused her for her irreverent behaviour towards him, and the 
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reason is given here—that he loved her very dearly, and was so fond of her that he 
tolerated all that she said against him, which ordinarily he would have regarded as 
grave provocation and overt insinuation, almost bordering on treason and disloyalty 
which is punishable by death. 

Another reason for his overlooking Mandodari’s recriminating words was that 
he knew that she is not in the know of the secret of his heart, that he sees Sita as a 
means by which he and the rest of the demons will find their deliverance from the 
unholy body of a demon, and when they are killed by Lord Ram in battle they will 
attain emancipation and salvation for their souls. In pursuit of this grand objective he 
decided to neglect her. 

Instead of getting irritated and angry at Mandodari, Ravana actually felt glad 
and appreciated her stand—because her intense worry for him proved that she loved 
him immensely so much so that she did not fear his wrath in trying to stop him from 
engaging himself in a disastrous war with Lord Ram by even going to the length of 
praising her husband’s enemy if it could somehow dissuade him from entering into a 
wat. 

As for Mandodari, her worry was understandable and justified, because as a 
chaste and loyal wife her fate was directly linked with the fate of her husband Ravana; 
if Ravana was doomed it was her moral duty to do her best to pull him out of the pit. 
Actually, if she had not tried to persuade Ravana to abandon his bellicose attitude, she 
would have failed in her duty as a wife. 

We can compare Ravana’s responses to Mandodari’s advice with that of his 
own brother Vibhishan’s. While he neglected Mandodari chiding him, even 
embracing her and smiling at her to show how fond he was of her, when Vibhishan 
advised him almost a similar thing, to give Sita back to Lord Ram and make peace 
with the Lord, Ravana lost his temper, vehemently kicking Vibhishan in front of full 
court, and telling him to leave his kingdom forthwith—apropos: Sundar Kand, 
Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 38—to Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes 
Doha no. 41. We shall be reading these verses in detail shortly.] 
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When he (Ravana) sat down on his throne in the court, he got the information that the 
whole army (of Lord Ram) has arrived on the shore of the ocean on the other side of 
Lanka. (7) 


He asked his ministers to give whatever advice they think was proper and fit 
concerning the new development. All the ministers laughed in unison as if it was no 
issue at all, saying, 'Sit quietly and be at ease (for there is nothing to worry). (8) 


When we had vanquished the gods and the demons earlier we faced no difficulty, so 
what do these humble men and monkeys matter for us? 
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[To wit, when we could easily defeat and conquer the so-called mighty gods as 
well as the demons who had dared to challenge us, why should we unduly tax our 
brains and become anxious concerning these wretched monkeys and bears, and their 
leader (Lord Ram) who is only a human being? Oh king Ravana, sit comfortably and 
stop worrying.]' (9) 


[Note—'The biggest proof that Ravana was under great delusion about his strength 
and ability is that he relied on this ill-thought advice of his ministers. He should have 
questioned their wisdom and asked them what were they and their army of so-called 
invincible demons doing when a single Kapi called Hanuman had ravaged Lanka with 
impunity, killing his own son Akshayakumar a great number of demon soldiers, and 
then had burnt the city, with no one to stop him. Where was their strength and dare- 
devilry then? Their bluster and haughty talk deserve no merit in the view of what 
Hanuman did to Lanka only a short while ago. 

But once again, the fact is that Destiny and Providence had other plans for 
Ravana and his compatriots. The fiat of fate was so strong that it pulled the plug from 
Ravana’s own sense of wisdom, and plunged his intellect into a dark gloomy night of 
delusions in which he saw phantoms of victory that enticed him to follow them 
blindly and fall in a trap of death and destruction, and unfortunate as he was, those 
upon whom he relied for good and sane advice in times of uncertainties and 
impending disasters, those who could have actually turned the tide in his favour by 
pulling him away from the precipice, proved to be the ones who actually pushed him 
over this precipice instead of pulling him away to safety. 

Why had this happened? One reason of course was that the Creator was angry 
with Ravana’s deeds and he had devised things that would bring an end of Ravana. 
The other reason is that all his subordinates and confidantes, all his courtiers and 
ministers, all his army commanders and lieutenants, were either sycophants bending 
over their backs to please him, or were too terrified of him to speak things he did not 
want to hear. Either way, no one wished to annoy Ravana and invite his wrath. They 
were all aware of his nature that he was egoist, haughty and arrogant, and was not 
accustomed to hearing things that were not to his liking. 

The following Doha no. 37 tells us the perils of a situation where a king 
surrounds himself with advisors who speak what the king likes to hear, instead of 
what is truly good for him.] 
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If a minister (or an advisor), a medicine man (a doctor), and a guru (teacher, guide 
and moral preceptor)—if these three speak, out of fear, things that their patron wishes 
to hear, then it is certain that the king's kingdom, the patient's body, and the correct 
path of righteousness that a person is expected to follow are seriously compromised, 
leading to their quick ruin. (Doha no. 37) 
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[Note—If a king’s minister or his advisor is so scared of punishment that he would 
speak only such things as the king likes to hear, then the kingdom is ruined sooner 
than later. 

Similarly, if a doctor is so afraid of his patient that he desists from giving him 
correct advice and speaking the truth about his illness and precautions that are to be 
taken, they obviously the patient is the one who suffers, and he may even eventually 
die. 

Likewise, if a Guru is reluctant to give correct advice to his disciple out of fear 
of inviting the latter's wrath should he tell him certain things he does not like, then the 
disciple's future is ruined. 

In all these three cases, both parties suffer. The king is ruined and the blame 
goes to his minister who cannot absolve himself of his moral responsibility and duty 
to give correct advice to his king, and prevent his ruin by being proactive in this 
matter. The doctor can't be excused if he does not live up to his professional 
credentials by not giving proper advice to his patient and treating his illness properly. 
The guru can't excuse himself if the fate of his disciple is periled due to his 
negligence. 

To wit, while the king, the patient and the disciple of course have to suffer 
directly, the minister, the doctor and the guru too suffer immensely by way of gaining 
infamy and scorn in the world for being instrumental in the fall and ruin of their 
principals who relied upon them for their good advice and all round support. It 
amounts to betrayal of trust, dishonesty, disloyalty, un-professional and dishonourable 
behaviour on part of the minister, the doctor and the guru towards the king, the patient 
and the disciple respectively.] 
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Unfortunately, however, a circumstance that is surely ruinous for an individual and 
detrimental for his welfare (as outlined in Doha no. 37 herein above) presented itself 
before Ravana, for the sycophant ministers and courtiers, ever eager to please him, 
falsely extolled his glories and heaped unnecessary praises on him’. (1) 


Seeing that the opportunity was ripe, Vibhishan (Ravana’s younger brother) came to 
the court. He bowed his head reverentially before the feet of his elder brother. (2) 


[Note—'A doomed fate had, alas, deluded Ravana so much that he was very glad to 
hear his ministers and courtiers praising him falsely. He could not even see that they 
were simply trying to please him; that they were merely appeasing him to keep him in 
good humour. His natural wisdom and intelligence had got so highly corrupted by 
false praises and a sense of illusionary grandeur and majesty that he could not see the 
reality that was staring in his face, and believed boisterous claims that were obviously 
contrary to all available evidence. 
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Had it been otherwise, the simple question he could have asked his stupid 
ministers to call their bluff is this: “Hurrah for all of you. Congratulations! Indeed we 
must have no fear for we are so strong and invincible. But I have a query. Well, can 
anyone of you tell me what were you doing, and where were you, when that single 
Kapi named Hanuman had gone on a rampage in Lanka with impunity only a short 
while ago, when he killed my son Akshayakumar and so many of my demon warriors, 
and then set Lanka ablaze? Of course it is true that I had conquered the gods and the 
demons with the least effort, and in all those campaigns you had been by my side and 
share equal glory for success. But can you tell me what happened to your valour and 
gallantry with respective to that single Kapi? Why did you allow our golden city to 
turn black? And if you couldn’t handle one fellow, please just tell me how you plan to 
tackle thousands of such Kapis when the army of our adversary (i.e. of Lord Ram) 
comes and attacks us? Now you are so loud in praising our combined strength and 
powers, but why were you all silent during the time the city was being ravaged by 
Hanuman?” 

But no, Providence had eclipsed Ravana’s wisdom and judgment, and he saw 
day when it was actually night. 

There is another way in which we can view Ravana’s attitude. When he 
observed that his chief ministers and the commanders of the demon army were, for 
some inexplicable reason, showing no signs of alarm at what had happened in Lanka, 
and inspite of all available evidence that portend doom and ruin for the whole demon 
race they are still talking so haughtily about victory over the enemy, it would be wiser 
to keep quiet for now, and to not remind them on their failure to protect the city from 
Hanuman’s wrath, because that might ruffle their self-pride and rub their ego on the 
wrong side. They may feel insulted and take Ravana’s chiding as personal affront, and 
secretly turn against him for publicly humiliating and taunting them. Should it happen 
then it would be disastrous for Ravana, because when the war actually breaks out he 
would need the support of these same ministers and commanders, and to 
unnecessarily provoke them now by sarcastic remarks would make them hostile 
towards him, a situation that no king would like to develop. 

Therefore, inspite of realizing that his ministers are simply boasting of bluster, 
he decided to neglect them. Besides this, it also suited his own planning—for it was 
the secret desire of his heart to die at the hands of Lord Ram so that he can deliver his 
soul from the cage of his demonic body, and help it to attain emancipation and 
salvation. ] 
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Before he sat down on his seat, Vibhishan bowed once again at the feet of his brother 
(in order to show great respect to him). When he got permission to speak (and give his 
advice on the matter being currently discussed in the assembly), he said—(3) 


966 


‘My dear brother (tata)! Since your gracious Majesty has been kind to ask me for my 
views, I shall humbly tell you what I think is the best for you and for your all round 
welfare. (4) 
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If you wish to have an auspicious future and a happy fate, if you wish to have good 
fame and glory, if you wish to well advised and lauded in the world as a wise 
individual, if you desire to have an auspicious destiny for yourself, and if you want 
happiness and joy of all kind in your life (both present and future)—(5) 


--Then oh lord (gosa'Im) it is better for you not to look at (taja'u) the face of another 
person's wife (paranari lilara) like one would shun looking at the face of moon of the 
fourth night of its two phases (ca'uthi ke canda) (as it is believed to be a bad omen 
that brings ruin and suffering to the person who happens to look at it)!. (6) 


[Note— The moon has two phases, viz. the waxing and the waning phase. According 
to popular belief, it is inauspicious to view the moon on the fourth of each phase. So 
here Vibhishan cites this tradition to implore Ravana to discard Sita and shun looking 
at her as it would bring nothing but ruin for him.] 
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Even if a man is so powerful and majestic that he rules over all the fourteen divisions 
of this world, yet if he turns hostile to living beings and causes suffering to them he 
would certainly fall down from his exalted stature. 

[To wit, no matter how powerful and mighty a king might be, but if he makes 
ordinary creatures suffer under his rule then no one can prevent his ruin, as he invites 
the curse of their suffering soul, and this curse is so potent and effective that it 
neutralizes the benefit of any boon that the king may have.]' (7) 


Likewise, though a man may possess a lot of virtues and is a treasury of wisdom, but 
if he harbours even a trace of the negative trait of greed and avarice then no one calls 
him noble and honourable. 

[To wit, the small dark trait of greed and avarice neutralizes all the other good 
traits of a man, giving him a bad name though he is otherwise noble and honourable 
in all other respects. His wisdom and virtues take a back seat in front of one single 
negative character that destroys his entire reputation. ]° (8) 
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[Note—'What is Vibhishan hinting at? He means that though Ravana is so powerful 
that even the gods of heaven are terrified of him and pay their tributes to him, but he 
has been making all living beings suffer horribly by creating a reign of terror on this 
earth. He may have subdued the gods and the demons on the strength of his powerful 
arms, but he forgets that the cry of the humble soul of the ordinary creature that 
suffers due to him would prove to be like the last straw that broke the camel’s back. 
The curse from all those who have suffered under him would be the nail in his coffin, 
and may be he has successfully made the mighty gods bow before him but he would 
have to bow himself before this curse. 

Presently, this curse comes from the soul of Sita because she is suffering 
immensely in his captivity. This curse would determine his destiny if he lets it persist 
and does not make amends while there is time. 


*Vibhishan says that he does not deny that Ravana was a learned demon king. 
‘Learned’? Yes surely, because Ravana was well versed in the scriptures. He was also 
a great devotee of Lord Shiva, and he had performed several rounds of Tapa 
(penances and sacrifices) to gain boons from Brahma, the creator. But once he 
acquired power and strength he became excessively greedy; he was not satisfied with 
his kingdom of Lanka but wished to conquer the whole creation. Further, he was not 
satisfied with his own wife and the large number of mistresses he had in his harem, 
and now he eyed Sita, the chaste and loyal wife of Lord Ram. He has crossed the red 
line and has done what he should not have done. 

So therefore, inspite of his being wise and learned he has acted like a big fool, 
digging his own grave, and inviting ruin for himself as well as for the entire demon 
race by his reckless deeds. ] 
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Oh Lord! Passions (Kama), anger (krodha), haughtiness (mada), greed (lobha) 
etc.—all are paths leading to hell. 

Abandon all such things (as they are detrimental for your welfare), and instead 
you must worship and adore Lord Raghubir (Lord Ram) who is worshipped and 
adored by all saints and pious people. (Doha no. 38) 


[Note—Vibhishan’s advice is in sharp contrast with what other ministers and 
courtiers had told Ravana. While others had pampered Ravana's ego and catered to 
his self-pride, speaking words that he wished to hear, Vibhishan spoke to the contrary. 
Naturally, a person who is as haughty and egoist as Ravana was would not like to hear 
what Vibhishan had to say to him. Had Vibhishan said this in a private audience, may 
be Ravana would have overlooked it like the way he had overlooked Mandodari's 
entreaties (apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 4 that 
precedes Doha no. 36—to Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 37). 
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But this was full court, and if he neglected Vibhishan’s stern words said 
publicly he would become a laughing stock for his other courtiers. In future some of 
them would also gather courage to speak on his face, which no king would ever 
tolerate. 

So, as we will read below, Ravana took exception to Vibhishan’s sane advice, 
and finally kicked him out of his kingdom (apropos: Chaupai line nos. 2-6 that 
precede Doha no. 41).] 
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My dear brother (tata)! ‘Ram’ is not an ordinary human prince. In all sooth and 
without gainsay, he is the Supreme Lord of the entire creation, of the whole world 
with all its many divisions. He is indeed the Lord who supersedes even the god of 
death known as Kaal, who causes death of even the *Death God'. (1) 


Lord Ram is a personified form of Brahm (the Supreme Being and the cosmic 
Consciousness); he is free from all the taints and maladies associated with Avidya 
(ignorance leading to delusions) (because 'Consciousness' is eternally enlightened, 
wise and self-realised); he has no birth as he is eternal and infinite (because he is 
*unborn' as the cosmic Consciousness neither dies nor takes birth); he is indeed 
*Bhagvan' (the Lord of the world who possesses all the excellent virtues and 
characters that exist in this creation). 

Indeed, he is all-pervading and omnipresent; he is invincible; he is without a 
beginning; and he has no end either as he is infinite and eternal.' (2) 


The Lord is the supreme well-wisher and protector of humble and meek creatures 
represented by a ‘cow’, holy and pious men represented by ‘Brahmins’, the ‘earth’ 
that is like the mother who sustains and nourishes all living beings, and the different 
‘gods’ who protect and support the entire creation. 

The Lord, being an ocean of mercy, compassion, kindness, magnanimity, 
benevolence and grace, assumed the form of a human being as ‘Ram’ in order to 
fulfill his above obligations.** 

[*This verse can be read as follows also: “Lord Ram, who is an ocean of 
mercy and compassion, is the Supreme Being who is the best well-wisher and 
protector of the entire creation and all its living beings, such as the cows who 
represent meek and humble creatures, the Brahmins who represent men who are holy 
and pious, the earth that is the crucible of life, and the many gods who protect and 
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support this entire creation. Verily indeed, it is the same Supreme Being who has 
manifested himself in the form of a human being known as Lord Ram.”]° (3) 


Listen my brother (sunu bhrata)! The Lord (Ram) grants happiness and joy to all 
living beings—because on the one hand he is the destroyer or eliminator of all those 
who are wicked, crooked, vile and evil, and on the other hand he is a protector of the 
Vedas (scriptures and their spiritual principles) and Dharma (principles of 
righteousness, auspiciousness, probity, propriety and goodness). (4) 


[Note— It will be remarked here that Vibhishan has made out the case of Lord Ram 
as a personified form of the Supreme Being himself. An exactly similar case will be 
made out in favour of Lord Ram by Mandodari, Ravana's wife, later on when the war 
is in full swing when she tells Ravana that Lord Ram is no a human prince whom he 
thinks he will vanquish with the might of his arms, because the Lord is the all- 
pervading and almighty Supreme Being known as Brahm himself, and therefore 
Ravana would do good to himself as well as the entire demon clan by abandoning his 
stubbornness and surrendering himself before the Lord—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, 
Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 14—to Doha no. 15. This was 
Mandodari's third attempt to persuade Ravana to call off the war. 


?Refer to: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-2 that precedes Doha 
no. 187 where we read that Lord Vishnu, the cosmic form of Brahm and one of the 
Trinity Gods, has himself said that he will take a birth as a human being in order to 
eliminate the demons and restore peace on earth when the gods and mother earth had 
fervently prayed to the Lord to protect them from the terror of the demons led by their 
king Ravana. 


*Lord Shiva, the most enlightened of all the gods, has repeatedly reiterated the fact 
that Lord Ram was none but the Supreme Being himself, the Lord who is eager to do 
whatever is necessary in order to make all the living beings happy and joyful—some 
examples are Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, (i) Chaupai line no. 1 and Chanda line 
nos. 1-4 that precedes Doha no. 51; (11) Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 
116; (iii) Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 119; (iv) Chaupai line no. 6 that 
precedes Doha no. 120; (v) Doha no. 121 along with Chaupai line nos. 6-8 that 
precede it.] 
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You must abandon all animosity and hostility with that Lord, and instead bow your 
head before him. Lord Raghunath (Lord Ram) is the one who removes all the sorrows 
and worries of those who seek shelter with him, and who surrender themselves before 
him. 

[To wit, you need not worry about the sort of reception you may get when you 
approach Lord Ram with the intention to surrender and beg forgiveness. I assure you 
that you will be welcomed most warmly, and all your past imprudence and evil deeds 
would be instantly forgotten. Don’t be afraid that you will be insulted or punished by 
the Lord; on the contrary, you will find him most amiable and affable by nature.] (5) 


Oh my lord (natha), I beseech you to give Vaidehi (Sita) back to the Lord (prabhu; 
Lord Ram), and worship him who has selfless affection for one and all, who loves 
everyone without there being any vested interest in doing so.' (6) 


[Note—'A similar fervent plea is made by Ravana’s wife Mandodari in Ram Charit 
Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 6—to Chaupai line 
no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 7. 

But unfortunately, Ravana listened neither to Vibhishan nor to Mandodari.] 
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bara bara pada laga'um binaya kara'um dasasisa. 

parihari mana moha mada bhajahu kosaladhisa. 39 (a). 
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Oh my ten-headed brother (dasasisa)! I repeatedly bow my head at your feet and 
plead most earnestly with you that you ought to give up your sense of false pride and 
ego, you ought to abandon your delusions arising out of ignorance of the reality, and 
you ought to shun haughtiness and stubbornness. Instead, you ought to worship and 
adore the Lord of Kaushal, i.e. Lord Ram. (Chanda line nos. 1-2) 


My dear brother (tata)! Sage Pulastya has sent this message for you through one of 
his disciples, and as soon as I found an opportune moment I have conveyed it to you.! 
(Chanda line nos. 3-4) 


[Note— This remark by Vibhishan clearly implies that he was visited by two 
gentleman—one was Hanuman (refer—Sundar Kand, Doha no. 6 along with Chaupai 
line nos. 2-8 that precede it), and the other was sage Pulastya's disciple. 

Since he now says that the messenger of Pulastya had come just ahead of his 
coming to the court to deliver the message to Ravana, it means that when sage 
Pulastya heard of the developments in Lanka, i.e. about Ravana bringing Sita and the 
subsequent arrival of Hanuman and his destruction of Lanka by burning it, he was 
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extremely alarmed as he feared for the worst for his own descendants, because 
Ravana was his grandson. 

What is that “opportune moment” that Vibhishan is talking about? Ravana has 
summoned all his courtiers and commanders, seeking their opinion regarding the 
course of action that he should take in the view that the army of Lord Ram has come 
near, and an assault on Lanka was imminent. All his advisors were giving their 
opinions; and so this was the time when Vibhishan could convey Pulsatya’s message 
to Ravana. ] 
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caupa’. 


malyavanta ati saciva sayana. tasu bacana suni ati sukha mana. 1. 
tata anuja tava niti bibhUsana. so ura dharahu jo kahata bibhisana. 2. 


Malyawant, who was a very wise and sagacious minister of Ravana, felt very pleased 
and happy when he heard the words of Vibhishan. (1) 


Endorsing his views fully, he advised Ravana, ‘My dear (tata)! Your younger brother 
is an epitome of wisdom, sagacity and prudence. So I advise you to give credence to 
what Vibhishan has told you, pay serious attention to what he had said, and enshrine 
his advice in your heart as something that is extremely good for you; don't be 
befuddled by delusions and be so arrogant as to overlook the truth.’ (2) 
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ripu utakarasa kahata satha do'ü. dūri na karahu iham ha'i ko'ü. 3. 
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Ravana took Malyawant's advice as an open affront to his self-respect, dignity and 
majesty, so he became very angry and retorted, *These two fellows (Malyawant and 
Vibhishan) are (shamelessly) extolling the virtues of my enemy and praising him. Is 
there no one here (in the court) who can take them away from my presence?' (3) 


Malyawant went home, but Visbhishan stayed back to make another attempt to 
persuade Ravana to mend his ways. Vibhishan joined his hands in submission and 
said most politely -- (4) 
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enrenríe FRE Het enit (afe erar ae virfer AT t o 


sumati kumati saba kem ura rahahim. natha purana nigama asa kahahim. 5. 
jaham sumati tahanř sampati nana. jahami kumati taham bipati nidana. 6. 
tava ura kumati basi biparita. hita anahita manahu ripu prita. 7. 

kalarati nisicara kula keri. tehi sita para priti ghanéri. 8. 


*Oh Lord (natha)! The Vedas and the Purans (ancient scriptures) say that every living 
being harbours two types of qualities in his heart—one is good and another is bad. It 
is a natural process of creation and there is nothing unusual about it’. (5) 


Where there is wisdom and auspiciousness in one's thoughts and emotions then 
access to all sorts of prosperity and happiness is available to him, while doom and 
gloom is the destiny of those whose wisdom is corrupted and thoughts and emotions 
are dark and evil. (6) 


Unfortunately, your heart has become so deluded by evil emotions and corrupted 
wisdom that you have started seeing things in the wrong light. That is why you are 
misled to regard as bad what actually is good for you and your future, and you treat 
those who actually are your well-wishers and true friends as being your enemy and 
opponents”. (7) 


Alas! You have, most regrettably, begin to harbour great affection for Sita who 

actually represents the dark foreboding cloud of the night of the doomsday that hovers 

over the demon race, without realizing the peril in which your ill-thoughts are leading 
3 

you to”. (8) 


[Note—'All living beings in this world have two types of thoughts and emotions— 
one type that is positive and constructive, and the other type that is negative and 
destructive. The character of an individual and the course his fate takes depends on 
the net effect that these two types of thoughts and emotional qualities produce on him. 
How an individual's thoughts and emotions affect him decides his actions and the 
course his life takes, which in turn decides his destiny. If good and auspicious 
thoughts, refined wisdom and right emotions play a dominant role in his life and its 
deeds, the person's character shines like the sun and he attains an exalted destiny, 
while the reverse happens if his thoughts and emotions are bad and negative. 


?Vibhishan means that Ravana is so deluded by his ill-fated destiny that he regards 
Malyawant and Vibhishan, who are his true well-wishers, as his enemies who are 
criticizing him and finding faults with him, while treating the other courtiers, who are 
actually ill-witted and self-serving sycophants and flattering yes-men who only say 
things which Ravana wishes to hear in order to keep him in good humour, as his 
friends and faithful advisors. 

A king, or for that matter any person, who lends his ears to those who speak 
falsehood just to keep him happy and pleased, is sure to come to ruin. 


*Vibhishan sternly scolds Ravana, and clearly tells him that Sita will become the last 
nail in his coffin, that Providence has brought her here so that the time-tested and 
irrevocable Law of Nature that “what takes birth must die one day” applies to Ravana 
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and his demon race too, though he had been granted immunity from death by the 
virtue of various boons he had extracted from Brahma, the creator, by doing severe 
Tapa (penances and austerities). 

This Providence had first corrupted his mind and intellect, making him 
haughty and arrogant in the false sense invincibility and the superiority of his power, 
strength and majesty, making him believe that there is no power in creation that is 
greater than his, and he can do whatever he likes with impunity, for an eternity. The 
circle seems to have completed its full cycle, and to solder its two ends together, 
Providence prevailed upon Ravana to bring Sita to Lanka so that the final act of the 
epic drama of “creation and destruction” can be played on the stage and his final end 
can be brought about. 

That is why he cannot think correctly and in the right direction; that is why he 
lends his ears to wrong advice and neglects good advice. But alas, what can be done, 
for it is the fiat of fate and the call of his destiny. ] 
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tata carana gahi maga'urri rakhahu mora dulara. 
sita dehu rama kahum ahita na ho'i tumhara. 40. 


My dear brother (tata)! I hold your feet and beg you to remind you of your natural 
affection for me’. [Brother, I know you love me, and that is why I have mustered 
courage to speak you so boldly. I wish for your good and welfare as it is directly 
linked to the fate of the whole demon race. Please don't take me in the wrong light, 
and pay heed to my advice. I am your well-wisher and have confidence that you 
repose trust in me, that you believe I cannot say anything that would put you in peril. 
So therefore, I have this to say to you --- | 

Please give Sita back to Lord Ram, and be assured that by doing this no harm 
shall come to you, and no interests of yours will be compromised.' (Doha no. 40) 


[Note—'Vibhishan publicly acknowledges that Ravana had affection for him. This 
was a fact and it will become obvious when we take into consideration that Vibhishan 
openly practiced his religious views and had signs of Lord Hari, such as a Tulsi plant 
(basil plant) and the name of the Lord, displayed in the front of his home in the center 
of Lanka, without Ravana once objecting to it. Vibhishan used to pronounce loudly 
Lord Ram's holy name the first thing in the morning, loud enough for it to be heard 
outside his home and over a large part of the neighbour, and we have already read that 
this practice of his had enabled Hanuman to recognize him as someone who would be 
friendly at the time when he (Hanuman) was searching for Sita (apropos: Ram Charit 
Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-4 that precede Doha no. 6). 

This has a corollary though. It implies that Ravana tolerated the presence of a 
saintly soul in Lanka, that he was not totally allergic to the name of Lord God and 
opposed to religious practices. 

We have also read that when he brought Sita he had determined for himself 
that since he was very sinful the only way he can find deliverance for his soul and 
attain emancipation and salvation was to get himself killed by Lord Ram, and to do so 
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it was necessary to bring Sita to Lanka, as it would force the Lord to come and kill 
him in order to free her. And in case Lord Ram was not the Supreme Being but an 
ordinary human prince, then also Ravana had nothing to lose—for then he would keep 
Sita as one of his countess mistresses. (Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, 
Chaupai line nos. 1-6 that precede Doha no. 23.) 

To wit, if we take a holistic view of what was going in the mind of Ravana 
during those crucial moments of his life, we would come to the conclusion that his 
stubbornness in keeping Sita as a captive, and refusing to do otherwise, was a well- 
thought out and planned decision. 

But a person’s destiny, though said to be pre-determined even at the time of 
his birth, is subject to profound alterations and changes in course, either for good or 
for bad, during his present life, because the actual destination for a living being is 
determined more by his own thoughts and deeds during the course of his present life 
than by what he has brought with him at the time of birth as a baggage from his 
previous life. 

So therefore, a person is responsible for his own fate, and there is no purpose 
served by blaming either Providence or Destiny for one’s doom or elevation in life. A 
good birth and upbringing and all sorts of positive opportunities in life are no 
insurance for an assured good destiny if the person concerned is not conscientious 
enough to decide what is good and what is bad for him. If he chooses to lead a sinful 
and pervert life because worldly temptations and sensual pleasures of the material 
world appeal more to his mind than observing the principles of self-control, 
righteousness, probity and propriety, if he allows delusions and temptations to 
overcome his wisdom and have the better of him, then he is surely destined to be 
doomed, and no one can save him. 

In the present case of Ravana the same principle applies. He was born in a 
family of great sages, was a Brahmin by birth, was highly learned in the scriptures, 
was a great devotee of Lord Shiva, had done remarkable Tapa (penances and 
austerity), and had immense strength which he could have properly utilized for the 
welfare of his demon race and expansion of his kingdom, but he misused all the 
facilities available to him in order to satisfy his personal lust and passion, and his 
greed for power and gratification of his sensual desires. 

This is evident here for he had great love for Vibhishan and had allowed the 
latter to pursue his religious beliefs and way of life unhindered till now. But when he 
was asked by the same Vibhishan to give Sita back to Lord Ram, Ravana lost his cool 
and exploded in anger as will be clear when we read the verses herein below. He not 
only will sternly rebuke Vibhishan using harsh words of recrimination, virtually 
accusing him of treason, betrayal and disloyalty, he will also kick him in full court 
and tell him to quit his kingdom. ] 
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budha purana sruti sammata bani. kahi bibhisana niti bakhani. 1. 
sunata dasanana utha risa't. khala tohi nikata mrtyu aba a^. 2. 

ji' asi sada satha mora ji'ava. ripu kara paccha murha tohi bhava. 3. 
kahasi na khala asa ko jaga mahim. bhuja bala jahi jita maim nahim. 4. 
mama pura basi tapasinha para priti. satha milu ja'i tinhahi kahu niti. 5. 


What Vibhishan had said was wise and prudent, and was in accordance with the 
principles of good conduct, righteousness, propriety and probity as laid down by the 
Purans and Vedas (scriptures). (1) 


But unfortunately the 10-headed Ravana took his advice in the wrong light, and when 
he heard what Vibhishan said to him (as narrated in the previous verses), he got up 
angrily and scolded him harshly’, saying vehemently, ‘Oh you wretched and ugly 
fellow; it seems your death has come calling you, and it is apparently imminent. (2) 


Fie, oh you fool! You have been sustained by me and have lived under my patronage. 
Inspite of that, oh you ungrateful and disgraceful fellow, you choose to favour my 
enemy and plead his cause as if you were his advocate’. (3) 


Oh you wretch and unfaithful fellow! Tell me who is strong and powerful enough in 
this world whom I have not been able to vanquish relying solely on the strength and 
power of my own arms? (4) 


You live in my city (Lanka) under my protection and patronage, but you dare to prefer 
to take sides with my enemy by showing affection for that ascetic (Lord Ram). Fie to 
you, you stupid fellow. 

Well, let it be as you wish. Go away from me and meet that ascetic to give you 
advice to him; go and preach him wisdom regarding the laws and rules concerning 
what is good and righteous.” (5) 


[Note—'As Ravana was doomed, he could not think rightly. As a result of this, 
instead of heeding Vibhishan’s advice and taking it in the right spirit, he took it as a 
personal affront to his majesty and authority as well as a challenge to his wisdom and 
intellect. He became extremely peeved and angry, and lost control over himself. 


?To wit, I allowed you to follow your own religious practices and did not cause any 
obstacles in your path. I treated you kindly and with a soft corner in my heart. I 
protected you from harm from any of my demons. But you have betrayed me and my 
trust in you. You secretly harbour animosity for me, and favour my enemy instead. 
You are very ungrateful and disloyal. While you preach me wisdom and good 
manners by saying that it is improper to keep another person's wife, but you yourself 
have no compunctions in betraying your own brother and neglecting his love for you; 
you do not even value how much he has allowed you freedom and how he has been 
favouring you throughout your life. Oh you ungrateful wretch! And now you prefer to 
take sides with my enemy as if he was your best well-wisher and grand patron, and as 
if your own brother is your enemy! 


?Well then, if this is the case you are most welcome. Leave me alone to face my 
destiny, and go and join him whom you think is your well-wisher! Get out of my sight 
this very instant; I do not wish to see your face even for a moment.] 
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Thus scolding Vibhishan harshly, Ravana vehemently kicked him. Vibhishan on his 
part fell at Ravana's feet repeatedly and respectfully clasped them in his hands (to 
show his due regard for his elder brother)!. (6) 


Lord Shiva (the primary narrator of this epic tale) said to his divine consort Uma, *Oh 
Uma! This is a unique quality of a saint—that he always thinks of the other person's 
welfare and good even if that person causes him harm and suffering’. (7) 


Vibhishan told Ravana, ‘You are like my father (being my elder brother). So indeed it 
is for my own good that you have hit (kicked) me’. But oh lord, I beg to repeat it once 
again that your good and welfare lies in worshipping Lord Ram and having devotion 
for him (by surrendering yourself and sending Sita back as a token of this).' (8) 


[Note—'We note here that Ravana has “kicked” Vibhishan but the latter showed no 
sign of anger or ill-will towards him. Instead of cursing or abusing Ravana, Vibhishan 
had fell at his feet and respectfully held them in his hands to show due respect to him 
as his elder brother. 

Viewed from a different perspective, Vibhishan thought that it was prudent 
and wise for him to suppress his anger for the present as he was surrounded by 
Ravana's soldiers, and if Ravana wished he would have him arrested and killed 
instantly. So it was imperative to maintain his cool so that he can get out of the court 
and escape from Lanka. He ought to show utmost caution at present, and not do 
anything to precipitate disaster. So therefore, he bowed at the feet of Ravana to calm 
him down and not aggravate matters further. 

A little later in the story we will read that Ravana had kicked another of his 
close associate to express his anger and disgust when advised to call-off his 
confrontationist attitude towards Lord Ram and send the Lord's wife Sita back to him. 
His name is Suk, and he was sent by Ravana to spy on Vibhishan after he left the 
kingdom of Lanka and went to seek refuge with Lord Ram. Suk was so extremely 
impressed by the warm and affectionate reception that Vibhishan was given by the 
Lord that he himself decided to leave his sinful and evil master Ravana, and instead 
seek shelter with the Lord. So when he went back to Lanka and gave his report to 
Ravana, highly lauding Lord Ram's graceful and kind nature, and advising Ravana to 
give Sita back to him, the demon king lost his cool. Peeved and exasperated beyond 
tolerance, Ravana kicked him, giving Suk an excuse to quit Lanka and go surrender 
before Lord Ram. This episode is narrated in Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, 
Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 53—to Chaupai line no. 12 that precedes 
Doha no. 57. Refer especially to Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 57 where 
we read about Ravana kicking Suk. 
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“Lord Shiva stresses that this is one of the many grand qualities of true saints—that 
they always think good of others even if they are made to suffer themselves due to the 
evil nature of those whose good such saints think of. 


*If a father scolds and hits his son whom he loves dearly, it is because he wishes for 
his son’s good, and not because he hates his own son. So Vibhishan says that if 
Ravana thought it fit to admonish and kick him, then surely it is for his long-term 
good. He welcomes it instead of taking it as an insult. 

What was for Vibhishan’s good? Ravana loved him and wished that he 
survives the war to carry forward the name of his family. He did not want that when 
the war actually breaks out he would have to force Vibhishan to join it on his side and 
fight with Lord Ram, and probably get killed in battle. In the course of the war, as we 
shall read in due course, all kith and kin of Ravana were killed, one by one, except 
Vibhishan. When the war ended, Lord Ram put Vibhishan on the throne of Lanka as 
its next king, thus continuing the line of Ravana’s own family. But if Ravana had not 
kicked Vibhishan out, then in all probability the latter would have been compelled to 
join the battle and consequently get killed. Who then would have ascended the throne 
of Lanka, and how then would the family line of Ravana continue? 

When a father feels that a calamity is looming on the horizon from which there 
is no escape, his first thought is to put one of his dearest sons to safety so that in case 
the things go in the wrong direction and all the rest of the family are annihilated, at 
least there would be one member to carry on the family name and tree to the next 
generation. 

This is exactly what Ravana secretly thought vis-a-vis Vibhishan. Internally 
Ravana was frustrated with the evil life of a demon, and he wished that the next 
generation should be pious and devout and not like himself. Vibhishan was the only 
family member who could fit the bill and fulfill this secret desire of his heart. But to 
ensure it, it was necessary to put Vibhishan out of danger’s reach, and the only way to 
do it was to send him out of Lanka. 

And the best way to ensure that Vibhishan is crowned the next king of Lanka 
was to force him to join Lord Ram’s camp—for Ravana, wise and far-thinking as he 
was, could predict this happening in the near future, and it was a premonition that he 
felt would definitely come true. 

Later on in the story we shall read that his other brother, Kumbhakarna, too 
has lauded Vibhishan and praised him as the torch-bearer of his family’s good name 
and fame when the former was forced by Ravana to join battle against Lord Ram. 
Kumbhakarna had met Vibhishan in the battle-field. Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka 
Kand, Chaupai line nos. 3-8 that precedes Doha no. 64. 

We will also read that Kumbhakarna too had chided Ravana for picking up a 
war with Lord Ram—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Doha no. 62—to 
Chaupai line nos. 1-6 that precede Doha no. 63.] 
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Meanwhile, Vibhishan took his trusted minister with him and went up in the sky. 
[Obviously, Vibhishan had an air plane at his disposal on which he ascended to the 
sky along with his trusted aide. ] 

Once there (in safety), he declared aloud so that all (who watched him from 
the ground) could hear him. (9) 
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ramu satyasankalpa prabhu sabha kalabasa tori. 
maim raghubira sarana aba ja'um déhu jani khori. 41. 


Vibhishan addressed Ravana from the sky and declared, ‘Lord Ram is true to his 
vows and commitments’. He is all-able, strong and powerful. On the other hand, your 
council of ministers is doomed by ill-fated destiny (because they fail to show you the 
right path, and instead are leading you by the hand to your doom). 

Now I am going to take shelter at the feet of Lord Raghubir (Lord Sri Ram) 
and surrender myself before him; don't blame me any more?.' (Doha no. 41) 


[Note— What was Lord Ram’s commitment? He, in his primary form as Lord 
Vishnu, had promise the gods and mother earth that he would personally eliminate the 
demons and slay Ravana to free the world from their horrors. Refer: Ram Charit 
Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-8 that precede Doha no. 187. 

Once again, Lord Ram, while passing through the forest, had also promised 
the sages and ascetics residing there that he will surely kill the demons who had been 
causing them a lot of trouble. Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Doha no. 9 
along with Chaupai line nos. 5-8 that precede it. 

So now the time has come for the Lord to fulfill these vows, and no one can 
stop him. 


Ravana has himself told Vibhishan to go and join Lord Ram—apropos: Chaupai line 
no. 5 that precedes this Doha no. 41 herein above.] 
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asa kahi cala bibhisanu jabahim. ayühina bha'e saba tabahim. 1. 


sadhu avagya turata bhavani. kara kalyana akhila kai hant. 2. 
ravana jabahim bibhisana tyaga. bhaya'u bibhava binu tabahim abhaga. 3. 


No sooner had Vibhishan left the city after strongly admonishing Ravana than the 
doom of the demon race was sealed. (1) 
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[Lord Shiva told his divine consort Parvati, also known by the name of Bhavani—] 
‘Oh Bhavani! An insult or disrespect shown to a saint invites immediate 
repercussions, as it instantly neutralizes all blessings in its wake and paves the way 
for strong punishment of the offender. (2) 


The moment Ravana abandoned Vibhishan, all his hopes for a happy life and a good 
fate vanished; his glory was lost, his future was assuredly doomed, and he became 
luckless. (3) 
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Meanwhile, Vibhishan felt himself exceedingly fortunate; he was very glad and his 
heart was exhilarated as he proceeded to meet Lord Raghunayak (Lord Ram). 

On the way he was thinking of so many fortunate circumstances, and had so 
many happy expectations! for himself in the days to come that his joy knew no 
bounds. (4) 


“Now I shall go and have a divine glimpse of the sole of the holy lotus like feet of the 
Lord that are like a red lotus flower, are soft to touch, and are providers of joy and 
comfort to devotees. (5) 


These are the same holy feet of Lord Ram the touch of which not only liberated the 
wife of the sage from her curse?, but also purified the cursed Dandakaranya forest 
when the Lord passed through it^. (6) 


These are the same holy feet of Lord Ram which the daughter of Janak (i.e. Sita) 
reverentially enshrines in her heart, and which ran behind the decoy golden deer to 
deliver his soul from the evil body of a demon’. (7) 


For sooth, how extremely fortunate I am that today I would be able to have a divine 
glimpse of those holy lotus like feet of Lord Ram that bloom so reverentially in the 
lake-like shrine of Lord Shiva's heart. (8) 


[Note— What were Vibhishan's great expectations; why was he so happy? They are 
wonderfully enumerated in Tulsidas’ classic “Geetawali Ramayan”, Sundar Kand, 
verse nos. 29 and 30. We shall be reading them in detail in this Chapter no. 9, Section 
no. 9.3 of our Book. 
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?This incidence refers to the liberation of Ahilya, the wife of sage Guatam, when Lord 
Ram touched her by his feet. Ahilya was cursed by the sage to become a stone due to 
some misunderstanding. But when the sage realized that she was not at fault, he 
blessed her that one day when Lord Ram would pass that way and touch her with his 
holy feet, she would find deliverance from her curse and come back to him in the 
heaven. This story is narrated in Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 11 
that precedes Doha no. 210—to Doha no. 211. 


`The Dandakaranya forest too was cursed. Sage Agastya advised Lord Ram to make it 
pure by walking through its inhospitable terrain. Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya 
Kand, Chaupai line no. 16 that precedes Doha no. 13. 


“Sita had enshrined in her heart an image of Lord Ram that she last saw of him as he 
went behind the golden deer; she meditated on this image and focused her mind on 
the holy feet of Lord Ram throughout her stay in captivity in Lanka. Refer: Ram 
Charit Manas, (i) Aranya Kand, Doha no. 29-b; and (ii) Sundar Kand, Doha no. 30. 


?This alludes to the event when Lord Ram had gone behind the demon Marich who 
was forced by Ravana to disguise himself as a golden deer so that Sita could be 
abducted by the latter (Ravana). Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai 
line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 25; Chaupai line nos. 1-11 that precede Doha no. 27. 


°Lord Shiva is renowned to be the greatest devotee of Lord Ram. The very memory of 
Lord Ram thrills Shiva; he constantly meditates on the holy name of Lord Ram. In 
fact, the divine story of the Ramayan was first conceived in the mind and heart of 
Shiva while he was meditating. There are numerous instances of Shiva’s unparalleled 
and singular devotion for Lord Ram—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, (i) 
Doha no. 111 along with Chaupai line nos. 7-8 that precede it; (ii) Chaupai line no. 3 
that precedes Doha no. 19; (iii) Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes Doha no. 30; (iv) 
Chaupai line no. 11 that precedes Doha no. 35; (v) Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes 
Doha no. 51; and (vi) Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 108.] 
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How indeed lucky am I that today I shall be able to go and see with my own eyes 
those holy feet whose wooden sandals were accepted by Bharat with such affection 
and reverence, and which have become a center of his devotion now, for he worships 
them with great faith and love! *." (Doha no. 42) 


[Note—'Bharat was the younger brother of Lord Ram. He was not present in 
Ayodhya when the Lord was sent to forest exile; so as soon as he came to know of 
this sad development he immediately decided to go to the forest and bring Lord Ram 
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back. However, Lord Ram had to fulfill his mandate of eliminating the demons, and 
therefore it was imperative for him to stay in the forest and take necessary actions to 
successfully accomplish this task. 

So, when the Lord persuaded Bharat to go back from the forest and wait for 
him in Ayodhya, Bharat requested him for some token that he could use as a symbolic 
presence of the Lord. Then Lord Ram had given Bharat his wooden sandals, which 
the latter accepted with the greatest reverence, and upon his arrival back in Ayodhya 
Bharat put those sandals on the throne of the kingdom of Ayodhya to represent Lord 
Ram, and himself went to live like an ascetic at a nearby place. 

These developments are the main topics in Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya 
Kand. However, the following verses can be cited specifically with reference to the 
wooden sandals of Lord Ram and how Bharat worshipped them—apropos: Ram 
Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 4-8 that precede Doha no. 316; and 
Doha no. 323—to Doha no. 325. 


*]t is to be noted here that the “present tense" has been used by Vibhishan. This is 
because while these events were unfolding in the forest, from Sita’s abduction till the 
time the army of Lord Ram pitched camp on the shore of the ocean, and even beyond 
till the time of the end of the war of Lanka, Bharat was worshipping the sandals of 
Lord Ram back in Ayodhya. ] 
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In this way, harbouring many happy thoughts and glad tidings in his heart, he 
(Vibhishan) lost no time to arrive on the shore of the ocean (where Lord Ram had 
pitched his camp with his army). (1) 


When the Kapis (the monkey warriors of Lord Ram's army) who were on duty as 
look-outs saw Vibhishan come, they thought that he was a special messenger of their 
enemy (Ravana). (2) 


They stopped him and told him to wait, and then went to their king (Sugriv) to inform 
the latter of the whole matter. (3) 
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kaha sugriva sunahu raghura't. ava milana dasanana bha’. 4. 

kaha prabhu sakha büjhi'ai kaha. kaha'i kapisa sunahu naranaha. 5. 
jani na ja'i nisacara maya. kamarüpa kehi karana aya. 6. 

bhéda hamara lena satha ava. rakhi'a bamdhi mohi asa bhava. 7. 


Upon hearing the news of the arrival of Vibhishan, Sugriv approached Lord Ram and 
said, “Listen oh the Lord of the Raghus (Lord Ram)! The brother of the ten-headed 
Ravana has come to meet you. [What should we do in this matter?]’ (4) 


The Lord (prabhu) replied by asking Sugriv, ‘Oh my friend (sakha)! What is your 
opinion in this matter?’ 

The king of the Kapis (Sugriv) said, ‘Oh King (naranaha), listen; I'1l tell you 
what I think. (5) 


No one can know what kind of deceit and dirty trick the demons have. They are very 
cunning and pretentious, and assume any form that suits them. It is therefore very 
difficult to say for what real purpose he has come here. 

[To wit, he may pretend to be very friendly towards us, he may act as if he is 
our well-wisher, but actually he may have come with some ulterior motive, and we 
can never know what his real intentions are.] (6) 


I think that this rascal has come to spy upon us and gather intelligence about our 
secrets (such as about our military strength and strategy). Therefore I feel that it 
would be wiser for us to tie him up and keep him captive. [This will also help us to 
interrogate him to extract some useful information about the demon army's strength 
and its preparedness, as well as to use him as a bargain tool in case we need to engage 
in some sort of negotiation in the due course.]" (7) 


[Note— In Adhyatma Ramayan, Lanka/Yuddha Kand, Canto 3, verse nos. 7-8, we 
read that Sugriv has suggested a similar thing to Lord Ram. Militarily it was a prudent 
advice because by letting an enemy's brother inside the camp may prove very 
dangerous for Lord Ram's army as it would be made vulnerable to spying from 
within. All the chinks in the defense lines of Lord Ram's army, all its shortcomings 
and strengths, all its preparedness and war strategies would be susceptible to leakage 
as they would be known to Vibhishan once he is allowed to join the camp, and it will 
then be so much the easier for Ravana to out-maneuver the Lord's army and strike 
from the behind. Hence, it was a dangerous proposition to allow Vibhishan to join the 
monkey army, because if he has come with the intention of espionage then this 
situation would be like digging one's own grave. 

But as we shall read in the following verses, Lord Ram had other plans in his 
mind. The Lord asserts that though what Sugriv suggests is prudent, practical and 
wise militarily, but he has his own reputation to maintain and vows to keep, which 
makes it obligatory upon the Lord not to turn back anyone who is distressed and has 
come to seek the Lord's protection, to surrender to the Lord and seek his refuge and 
blessings, in which case the Lord must grant that person's wishes and make him 
fearless from torments that had motivated him to come seeking the Lord's refuge and 
protection. Besides this, if Vibhishan happens to be the Lord's devotee, which indeed 
he was, then the case is made all the more stronger in his favour, and there is no 
reason why Vibhishan should not be warmly welcomed.] 
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Lord Ram replied to Sugriv, ‘My friend (sakha)! What you said is truly wise, but I 
am committed to protect anyone who comes humbly to surrender himself before me 
and seek shelter at my feet. 

[To wit, I agree with your contention that the visitor being a demon no one can 
correctly predict what he has in his mind. But I have made a vow that whosoever 
comes to me in distress, seeking my help and protection, I will not turn him away. It's 
a reputation that I must uphold.]’! (8) 


When Hanuman heard the words of Lord Ram he felt exhilarated in his heart, because 
now it was evident that the Lord was truly the one who loves those who come to seek 
shelter with him and surrender themselves at his feet”. (9) 


[Note—'When Sugriv expressed his grave reservations in accepting Vibhishan, an 
enemy's brother, as a member of Lord Ram's group as it is a dangerous thing to do 
from military point of view because this person may be an enemy's spy pretending to 
be the Lord's devotee, the Lord assuaged his fears and said— "Friend, you have given 
me an advice which is wise and prudent (from strategic, defense and military point of 
view). But I have taken a vow to remove the fears of those who have come to seek 
shelter in my feet." 

Lord Ram makes two observations here. One is that he addresses Sugriv as his 
‘friend’, and the other is that he says ‘that Sugriv has given a wise advice’. Well, a 
good friend is indeed one who gives a wise advice that is to the best of his intelligence 
and thinking. To accept an enemy's brother as a member of the army is never 
advisable—and so Sugriv made it clear that he does not agree with the view of 
accepting Vibhishan in their midst. Lord Ram acknowledged this fact by addressing 
Sugriv as his ‘friend’. 

But then Lord Ram is not an ordinary prince who is driven merely by worldly 
considerations; he is the Supreme Lord of creation in a personified form, and 
therefore has many things to consider before taking any decision. Militarily and from 
strategic defense point of view what Sugriv suggested was very wise and prudent— 
that it is not advisable to keep an enemy's brother amongst them. But the Lord is 
supposed to be giver of protection to all those who are distressed in this world, and 
therefore he is bound to take this factor into consideration before deciding whether or 
not to accept Vibhishan as a refugee. Hence the Lord declared that *he is determined 
to remove the ‘fear of those who come to seek shelter with him’. 

When we examine the situation on the ground we find that there are to armies 
having a stand-off, one is that of Ravana of Lanka, the demon kingdom, and the other 
is that of Lord Ram and his companion Sugriv of the monkey kingdom. In this 
situation if Vibhishan has come to seek refuge with the Lord then obviously there is 
something very serious that has compelled him to take this drastic step, as it is 
extremely dangerous to become a traitor and go openly to join an enemy's camp prior 
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to a war. Vibhishan will be summarily tried for treason, hounded by his all-powerful 
demon brother Ravana, hunted down, tortured and killed instantly if the Lord now 
refused him permission to remain with him. Vibhishan has taken an extremely risky 
step, and above all he is the Lord’s devotee. So there was no question of denying him 
refuge. 

Vibhishan was humilitated and kicked out by Ravana because he was giving 
him sane and rational advice that was in accordance to the principles of common 
sense, ethics and probity—that one should not kidnap somone’s loyal wife, and then 
unnecessary get entangled in a bloody and ruinous war for the sake of a single 
woman. After being sternly rebuked by Ravana and declared as a virtual traitor for 
advocating the cause of Ravana’s enemy, i.e. Lord Ram, it was clearly suicidial for 
Vibhishan to remain within Lanka for one moment more. He had no other option but 
to escape before it was too late. He was scared for his life, and if the Lord now 
refused him protection it would be against the declared principle of the Lord and 
would undermine the Lord’s glorious virtue that he is a merciful and benevolent 
protector of refugees, and he cheerfully accepts anyone who comes to seek genuine 
refuge in his holy feet no matter what the sins of the other person are. 

Lord Ram is the King of Ayodhya from the temporal perspective, and the 
Supreme Lord Emperor of the whole world from the perspective of creation. Each 
action of his will become a law, a precdent and an example that would be followed by 
others in the world. Thus, from now onwards it would become an established 
principle of statehood that a king is obliged to grant refuge to refugees if they are 
distressed, terrified and fear for their lives, and have come seeking asylum with the 
king. Of course it is now obligatory on the part of the refuge-seeker to be loyal and 
faithful to the person who has granted him refuge and protection, and any betrayal 
will be a horrendous sin more intense than treason. 

To the credit of Vibhishan, he lived faithful and loyal to Lord Ram for the rest 
of his life. 


“Hanuman could not counter Sugriv as he was the king of the monkeys as well as the 
commander-in-chief of the army, but internally Hanuman did not like the idea of 
turning Vibhishan away as he had personally known the latter to be a great devotee of 
the Lord and the one who had been of a lot of help in showing where Sita was 
confined in Lanka when Hanuman had gone there in search for her—refer: Ram 
Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, from Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 6, till 
Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 8. 

Besides this, refusal to accept Vibhishan as a refugee would harm Lord Ram’s 
reputation as the most compassionate and merciful Lord of creation who extends 
protection to all those who are his devotees and are in distress, and it would also put 
Hanuman in a bad light and make him out to be a liar because he had lauded the 
excellent virtues of the Lord when he met Vibhishan in Lanka (apropos: Ram Charit 
Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 7—to Chaupai line 
no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 8), and if Vibhishan is not accepted and warmly 
welcomed now then all his assertions about the good nature of Lord Ram would be 
nothing but mere bluff and bluster. 

Therefore, when the Lord declared that he will accept Vibhishan inspite of 
everything else, it was Hanuman who felt the most happy of the lot. ] 
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Lord Ram declared—'He who refuses to give shelter to someone who comes seeking 
it in great distress, apprehending some harm from him, is a very sinful and despicable 
man. It is abominable and revulsive to even look at such an immoral person. (Doha 
no. 43) 


[Note— The implication of this edict of the Lord is that those who accept refugees 
irrespective of all other considerations are righteous men, and it is a lawful duty not to 
turn away someone who has surrendered himself, is in grave distress, and has come 
seeking unequivocal protection. 

When someone comes to another person seeking protection it implies that the 
former is sure that the latter is able and strong enough to protect him. If it is within the 
means of the second person then he must never refuse the first person protection, as 
this will be tantamount to betrayal of trust and faith that the refuge-seeker has in the 
person to whom he has come seeking shelter. This will also not be good thing from 
the view of the reputation of the stronger person; it will give the signal that he is 
selfish and biased. 

Lord Ram signaled to Sugriv that if he refused to accept Vibhishan out of any 
fear, then he will face such ignominy in this world that he would not be able to show 
his face to anyone later on, chiefly when the people regard him as an incarnate 
Supreme Being.] 
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Even if the refuge-seeker is accused of killing countless Vipras (Brahmins), I do not 
abandon him if he comes sincerely and terrified to seek my refuge, shelter and 
protection. (1) 


[In this verse, the Lord answers the natural question that arises in one's mind—how 
can the Lord accept someone as sinful as the one who has harmed Brahmins?] 

As soon as a Jiva (a creature; a living being) faces me or comes near me, all 
his sins, faults, corruptions, moral turpitudes and vices that have been accumulated 
over many countless births are eliminated instantly. (2) 


[Note—'This is said by the Lord to emphasise his determination to accept all those 
who come to seek the Lord's protection, shelter and refuge. Lord Ram wishes to tell 
the world that one should not fear harsh treatment and humiliation at his hands just 
because one is a sinner and has committed some grave error at the time of going to 
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seek shelter with the Lord, as he is ready to pardon him. The fact is that the Lord is 
extremely merciful and forgiving, and once one surrenders himself before the Lord he 
has no more to fear from anything. This was the advice given to Ravana by his wife 
Mandodari on three separate occasions in Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand—(i) 
Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 6, till Doha no. 7; (11) (1) Chaupai line no. 6 
that precedes Doha no. 14, till Doha no. 15; and (iii) Doha no. 35 Kha, till Doha no. 
37. 

Malyawan, an old and wise demon who was one of the chief advisors of 
Ravana, also advised him the same thing in Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai 
line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 48, till Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 49. 
And finally, Ravana’s own brother Vibhishan had advocated the same thing, and had 
even assured Ravana that he need not have any fear of retribution or vengeance from 
Lord Ram should he decide to surrender before the Lord as the latter is extremely 
forgiving and accepting—refer Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line nos. 5- 
8 that precede Doha no. 39. 

But the irony is that those who are sinful and innately pervert do not desire to 
go to the Lord in the first place—this has been clearly stated by Lord Ram himself in 
the following Chaupai line nos. 3-5. 


*From the perspective of metaphysics and the Upanishads, the phrase ‘the Jiva facing 
the Supreme Being’ means a creature becoming self-realised and enlightened. Such a 
creature realises that his true ‘self’ is the pure conscious Atma and not the gross body 
that is involved in doing so many deeds, sinful or not, and therefore ‘he’—the 
‘truthful identity of the Jiva’—is not to be blamed or accused for the acts and deeds of 
the body. Hence, no punishment accrues to ‘him’—1.e. to his true self, the Atma. This 
Atma is a microcosmic form of the cosmic Atma known as the Parmatma, the 
supreme Atma, the super Consciousness. 

This super Consciousness, the true ‘self? of the Jiva, is like the brilliant sun 
shining in the sky; no taints can ever tarnish its image. Appearance of clouds may 
give the impression that the sun’s brilliance has faded, but wise ones know that it is 
not the truth. Similarly, the countless faults and sins of the world are limited to the 
body, and they have no bearing on the holiness and purity of the Atma, the true self of 
the Jiva. 

This is what the Lord implies here. Once one has witnessed the truth of his 
inner-self, once one has experienced the brilliance of the consciousness residing in 
one’s inner-self, all worldly taints known as sins and vices fade into oblivion like the 
cloud that does not affect the brilliance of the sun’s disc. 

Now, a controversy is raised. How is it possible for great sinners to attain the 
Lord who is most holy and divine? This is answered in the next line—that a sinner 
cannot think of having devotion and affection for Lord Ram. To be sinful and be a 
devotee of the Lord at the same time is an impossible proposition much like day and 
night existing together. If one comes to the Lord then it is deemed that he has 
overcome his sins. 

Another connotation is that if a person had committed some mistake in pas but 
now realises that he had done a grave wrong, then he must be given all opportunities 
to reform himself, as to err is in human nature, and sincere repentance must be given 
cognizance. The Supreme Being has taken the trouble to come down to earth and 
himself suffer as a human being because he is merciful and wishes to provide the 
world a chance at redemption. Had it been that he simply wished to punish and reward 
all according to their actions and deeds, there was no need to take this trouble, for he 
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could have easily done it sitting in heaven—rewarding the righteous ones with their 
desired fruits, and condemning to hell the sinful ones. But that is not the wish of the 
Supreme Father—he loves all his children alike, and if some of them have gone astray 
he tries his best to give them a chance for reforming themselves and bring them back 
to the mainstream of righteous way of life known as Dharma.] 
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A person who is sinful and pervert, a person who is corrupt and has vices in him, is by 
nature averse to having devotion for me and worshipping me. 

[To wit, persons with a tainted heart and mind cannot even think of 
worshipping me or having devotion for me—because there darkness and light cannot 
go together.]' (3) 


If he (Vibhishan) has any trace of wickedness or deceit in his heart, then can he ever 
come to me and face me, surely not! 

[Lord Ram is making a general statement here. He says that a person with a 
wicked heart and mind cannot dare to come before the Lord, he cannot even think of 
facing the Lord. So, in case someone has approached the Lord then it sure that his 
heart and mind are un-corrupt, or at least ready to mend their way. This is 
corroborated by the verse below.]^ (4) 


Only those Jivas (creatures; living beings) who have a purified, uncorrupt and 
taintless Mana (mind, sub-conscious and heart) can ever expect or hope to attain me 
or come near me—as I do not like wickedness, vices, deceit, conceit, pretensions, 
duplicity and perversions that act like moral cracks, crevices and holes for a person." 


(5) 


[Note—'This is the reason why the Lord will willingly accept anyone who comes 
seeking refuge and shelter with him. We can understand this by a simple example. 
The fire has a natural tendency to burn impurities, but it does not burn the pure metal. 
When impure god is required to be purified, it is put in fire where all the impurities 
are burnt and pure metal remains. 

Similarly, when a Jiva faces the Lord all his sins, vices and perversions, which 
are like the impurity of the gold, get burnt instantly, and what emerges is the purified 
Atma which is like pure sample of gold. 


?This line is an extension of verse no. 3, and completes the reason given by the Lord 
for accepting even the sinful ones as his refugees. He goes on to clarify the matter 
further in the next line no. 5. 
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?This is a stern warning from Lord Ram. When a person decides to approach the Lord 
with a petition for surrender and seeking refuge, he must keep this in mind. Lord Ram 
is all-knowing and omniscient; nothing is hidden from him. No one can cheat him by 
pretensions and sweet talk. And above all, the Lord is almighty and all-powerful. So 
there is no joking with him like there is no joking when dealing with a king or 
emperor. Should the king become annoyed by any remote chance at the petitioner, the 
latter’s fate is too obvious to narrate—he will be at the best thrown in the prison for 
life if not viciously thrashed instantly and hanged outright. 

So we see that after showing his kind side, the Lord now warns cunning 
people that his gracious nature must not be played fools around with. ‘Be warned’ he 
wishes to say; if a wicked man tries to play smart with the Lord, then he had it!] 
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After making his intentions clear, Lord Ram turned to Sugriv and assured him not to 
fear for anything because of the Lord not accepting his advice to keep Vibhishan in 
captivity. He reassured Sugriv and said— Even if the ten-headed Ravana has sent him 
(Vibhishan) to spy upon us, oh king of monkeys (Sugriv), there is still nothing to fear 
about at all. [Why? This is answered in the next line no. 7.] (6) 


Oh friend! Laxman (Lord Ram's younger brother) is strong and able enough to kill in 
a short time all the demons who live in this world’. (7) 


On the other hand, if he (Vibhishan) is distressed and has come to seek my shelter out 
of fear of persecution and punshiment, then verily I declare that I will protect him 
with my life; I will protect him like one protects one's own life’. (8) 


[Note—'To wit, even if Vibhishan is a spy and causes sabotage from within our ranks 
any time in future, something that you fear the most, there is no cause of alarm— 
because my brother Laxman can single-handedly eliminate all the demons who exist 
in this world. 

Here, Lord Ram is praising Laxman and his valour to send out the signal that 
he is not alone here to face the enemy, but has a very powerful brother with him. So 
not only Vibhishan but anyone else amongst the monkey-and-bear army who tries to 
act smart with them any time during the war should be warned. 

Another reason for praising Laxman in public is to give him honour for all the 
personal sacrifices he has done for the Lord's cause—he left the comfort of the 
kingdom to accompany Lord Ram to the forest, looked after the Lord and his wife 
Sita during the course of their long exile period in the forest, and was the Lord's only 
companion and comrade-in-arm when the Lord was passing through a rough patch in 
his life. Strategically also it was a clever devise by the Lord—it helped to boost 
Laxman's morale and standing in the hierarchy of the army; it acknowledged the 
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Lord’s faith and reliance upon him. The Lord made it clear that he was the second-in- 
command. 

Lord Ram wished to express his solidarity with his younger brother and thank 
him for his seminal courage and exemplary loyalty. It would not look good if he had 
directly praised Laxman in private, so the Lord took the indirect method of praising 
Laxman’s abilities as an able and invincible warrior in public while he was also 
present to hear the praise. 

It ought to be noted that this statement by Lord Ram must not be construed as 
boastful and bombastic because one may argue that if what Lord Ram asserts is the 
true case then why couldn’t Laxman alone defeat the demon army, and why he was 
wounded in the battle-field? Well, the answer is that not only did Lord Ram wish to 
praise his comrade-in-arm and a faithful companion who had been at his side through 
thick and thin but he also wished to boost the morale of the monkey army that they 
have a powerful commander to lead them. 

In sage Veda Vyas’ Adhyatma Ramayan, Lanka Kand, Canto 3, verse nos. 10- 
11, Lord Ram expresses almost similar views, but with a little difference. He says 
here that should Vibhishan play any dirty tricks against them then he is capable of 
taking care of him all by himself, as he is that Supreme Lord of the world who can 
annihilate the entire creation if he so wishes. Compare this to our present chaupai line 
no. 7 in Ram Charit Manas where Lord Ram points to his younger brother and says 
Laxman can take care of the eventuality of Vibhishan betraying them because he 
(Laxman) is capable of killing all the demon forces single-handedly if the situation so 
demands. 


*Lord Ram has placed on the table both the options to make Sugriv overcome his 
fears. One is that 1f Vibhishan has come to spy upon them, no harm will be caused— 
because if he tries to create mischief, then Laxman is competent to take care of him 
by killing him instantly. The other option is that if he is terrified and has come to seek 
genuine refuge, then the Lord is duty-bound and obliged to give him full protection. 

So under both the circumstances, Sugriv must bring Vibhishan before the Lord 
without any sort of fear or reservations.] 


d. sua uif afe sig RI e qui | 
ET eurer enia enfu wer Sia ST AAT gx I 
dona. 


ubhaya bhamti téhi anahu hamsi kaha krpaniketa. 
jaya krpala kahi kapi cale angada hanü sameta. 44. 


The merciful Lord smiled and ordered—‘So, bring him to me under both the 
circumstances. [To wit, whether he is come as a friend or as a foe, there is nothing to 
worry at all. Bring him to me and then we shall see.]" 

The monkeys applauded the Lord and exclaimed happily in unison, ‘Glory to 
the merciful Lord’. Then accompanied by Hanuman, they went to bring him 
(Vibhishan) to the Lord. (Doha no. 44) 


[Note—'Vibhishan came seeking refuge in the holy feet of Lord Ram. Sugriv, who 
was the commanders of the Lord’s army and the chief of the monkeys, had serious 
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doubts about his intentions. He felt that Vibhishan should be tied and held as 
captive—refer: Chaupai line nos. 4-7 that precede Doha no. 43. 

Lord Ram then assured them that they have nothing to fear, and that the Lord 
will accept Vibhishan in all circumstances as it is a principle of Dharma (morality and 
righteous conduct) on the part of the Lord not to refuse a request from a distressed 
person seeking refuge in his holy feet. 

Essentially the Lord says that he is determined to accept anyone who is truly 
distressed and comes to seek sincere refuge and protection from the Lord without 
having any kind of deceit, pretensions and falsehood in his heart. To refuse 
permission to such a person, to deny refuge to a person who has come to surrender 
himself before the Lord is an unthinkable thing for the Lord as he is renowned to be 
the provider of refuge to the helpless and the hapless, to the distressed and the 
miserable, to those who have no other succour and solace in this world except the 
Lord himself. 

One very important reason why Lord Ram was sure that Vibhishan had no ill 
intentions is this: When Hanuman came back from his successful mission to Lanka 
and briefed the Lord about the details of his adventures, he must have surely told him 
about his brief meeting with Vibhishan, and how the latter had helped him on two 
occasions—one by telling him where to find Sita, and on the second occasion by 
protecting his life when he prevailed upon the mad demons, who were bent on 
attacking and killing Hanuman in the court of Ravana, to spare his life and instead 
humiliate him by branding any part of his body, at which they wrapped cloth around 
his tail and set it on fire. This obviously hinted to the Lord that Vibhishan was 
favourably inclined towards him. ] 


ao. wrex dfé smi ah art Duet wet Taft HEAT 9 N 
gR d ea gl aa IAMS eri 95 «nr i 3 M 


caupat. 


sadara tehi agérh kari banara. cale jahami raghupati karunakara. 1. 
dürihi te dekhe dvau bhrata. nayanananda dana ke data. 2. 


[The messengers went quickly to where they had kept Vibhishan waiting on the 
outskirts of the camp. They informed him that Lord Ram has instructed that he be 
respectfully brought in his presence. So they invited Vibhishan to accompany them to 
the place where the Lord was waiting to receive him.] 


Keeping him (Vibhishan) very respectfully ahead of themselves, the troop of monkeys 
proceeded to the place where Lord Raghupati (Sri Ram), the Lord who is all-merciful 
and compassionate, was waiting for them to return. (1) 


He (Vibhishan) saw the two brothers (Lord Ram and his younger brother Laxman) 
from a distance. Their sight was universally so magnificent and singular in its majesty 
and beauty that it granted immense joy to the eyes of the beholder as if it was a 
largesse given out by the two brothers for free to all those who come to visit them’. 


(2) 
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[Note—'This was the first time in his life that Vibhishan was seeing the two brothers, 
and he was overwhelmed by the magnificence and beauty of the sight. For a few 
moments he stood mesmerized, losing all awareness of himself and his surroundings. 
He had heard that the Lord was beautiful to behold, but he had never imagined ‘how’ 
great that beauty was. And there is nothing unusual or wondrous about it, for Lord 
Ram was a personified form of the Supreme Being whose other visible form is 
Mother Nature; and who does not know how beautiful, how amazing, how 
magnificent and how majestic is Nature! ] 


ag ve staan Aat ies ezfen Wenecn uet eat it 3 N 
UA WAT HAST eer | AAT TIG We TT ATT UY I 
Ria Hel Sad ST HTET | STAT SAP AT WD HTET NG di 


bahuri rama chabidhama biloki. rahe'u thatuki ekataka pala roki. 3. 
bhuja pralamba karijaruna locana. syamala gata pranata bhaya mocana. 4. 
singha kandha ayata ura soha. anana amita madana mana moha. 5. 


After the initial amazement that the combined beautiful view of the two brothers had 
caused to Vibhishan, he turned his attention especially to Lord Ram whom he had 
come to meet. 

The sight of the Lord was singularly unique in its charm and beauty so much 
so that when Vibhishan focused his attention on the Lord he was so overwhelmed for 
some time that he stood motionless as if in a daze; he could neither blink his eyes nor 
could he move his legs. (3) 


The Lord's arms were long (implying that his reach was far and wide); his eyes were 
like red-hued lotus flowers (indicating that they were beautiful and his sight was pure 
as the lotus); and his body had a dark complexion (like that of the ocean or the sky, 
indicating that the Lord had no end). 

This form of the Lord removed or destroyed the fears of all those who came to 
surrender themselves before him (pranata bhaya mocana). [It is because this form 
of Lord Ram represented the Supreme Being who is the almighty Lord of the world.] 


(4) 


The Lord's shoulders were muscular and broad like that of a lion (indicating that the 
Lord was strong enough to extend his support and protection to his dependants and 
followers); and his chest (bosom) was wide (indicating that the Lord had a ‘large, 
magnanimous, benevolent heart’ that welcomed everyone; that he cheerfully 
embraced one and all). (5) 


"T A Getter Sita WaT Que aay ett Het We SIT Il S i 
AA TAP tH uta | Rae Sa A PATA 9 UI 
Pest Wawa THU cat | MT sehfe AA UT TET I £I 
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nayana nira pulakita ati gata. mana dhari dhira kahi mrdu bata. 6. 
natha dasanana kara maim bhrata. nisicara bansa janama suratrata. 7. 
sahaja papapriya tamasa deha. jatha ulükahi tama para néha. 8. 


Vibhishan had become highly emotional at the bewitching sight of Lord Ram; his 
eyes were filled with tears and his body was thrilled. He, however, soon recovered 
himself and gathered his wits together, and addressed Lord Ram with sweet and polite 
words --- (6) 


[Vibhishan said to Lord Ram—] ‘Oh Lord (natha)! I am a brother of the ten-headed 
Ravana. Oh the Lord who is a protector of the gods (suratrata)! I am born in the 
demon race (which, on the other hand, has been always tormenting the gods)’. (7) 


I have an evil body (of a demon) which is inclined to be naturally sinful (i.e. being a 
demon by birth it is my nature to be sinful), just like an owl that has a natural affinity 
for darkness of the night.” (8) 


[Note—'Vibhishan means that while Lord Ram is a protector of the gods, he himself 
is born in the demon race that has traditionally been tormenting the gods. 


*Why is Vibhishan outlining all his negative-ness before Lord Ram while introducing 
himself? He wishes to convey to the Lord that he is humble and unpretentious as he 
fully understands his background. He is not pretending to be a nice demon who 
qualifies to be accepted by Lord Ram as a righteous person who deserves respect. But 
inspite of all the shortcomings and drawbacks he has inherited by the virtue of his 
birth, over which he had no control, he nevertheless has come to surrender before the 
Lord as he had heard about the Lord’s greatness and reputation that he gladly 
welcomes everyone if they are honest and sincere, irrespective of their backgrounds. 
This is clear in the following Doha no. 45. 

Vibhishan decided that it would be absolutely wrong to try to act smart with 
Lord Ram, and it would be better to point out his negative aspects first and foremost 
so that when the Lord accepts him in his camp no one would accuse him that he had 
misled the Lord about himself by not divulging the truth. He wanted to be accepted by 
Lord Ram the way he was, whether he was bad or good, and not in a way that was 
artificial and made-up. Relationship that is based on truth and honesty would be 
lasting and strong for both the parties, for Lord Ram as well as Vibhishan. They 
would be able to trust each other better when they know that neither of them will 
speak falsehood to impress the other. ] 


ao. STET are OP stra US] Sera erat si 
ate rfe SN BAT AT wee THAT It VY I 
doha. 
Sravana sujasu suni aya'uni prabhu bharijana bhava bhira. 


trahi trahi arati harana sarana sukhada raghubira. 45. 


I have come to seek refuge with you after having heard about your great reputation 
and goodwill that you are an able Lord who can eliminate or destroy the fears arising 
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from the great horrors of this gross mundane world, which is like a vast intractable 
ocean of endless grief, miseries and torments (prabhu bhanjana bhava bhira). 

Oh Lord Raghubir (Lord Ram)! You remove the suffering of those who have 
surrendered themselves unconditionally at your holy feet (arati harana). I repeatedly 
beseech and beg of you to protect me and save me (trahi trahi) by granting me a 
place at your feet as it would give me a lot of peace, comfort and happiness (Sarana 
sukhada).’ (Doha no. 45) 


"dio. We His end deed SAT LAA SS WY Sea FATT I 9 I 
dis Fert GPT Wy AT Tar | ast fererer WS Sees ener N 2 ui 


caupat. 


asa kahi karata dandavata dekha. turata uthe prabhu harasa bisesa. 1. 
dina bacana suni prabhu mana bhava. bhuja bisala gahi hrdayam lagava. 2. 


Saying so, Vibhishan prostrated himself reverentially before Lord Ram. When the 
Lord observed that Vibhishan has fallen at his feet, he got up immediately with cheer 
in his heart. (10 


Vibhishan's words of humility impressed Lord Ram's compassionate heart a lot. So 
the Lord instantly got up and extended his long arms to lift Vibhishan from the 
ground, and then he affectionately embraced him tightly to his bosom. (2) 


art faa fate few Sent | altel Get ETT MAST 0 3 N 
HE MHA Aled URANT | HPT speret ATA TENT ll ¥ Ii 


anuja sahita mili dhiga baithart. bole bacana bhagata bhayahari. 3. 
kahu lankésa sahita parivara. kusala kuthahara basa tumhara. 4. 


Both Lord Ram and his younger brother Laxman met Vibhishan very affectionately. 
Then making Vibhishan sit near him, the Lord said polite and reassuring words that 
remove all fears of his devotees’. (3) 


Lord Ram addressed Vibhishan affectionately and asked of his welfare, saying, “Oh 
the king of Lanka (lankésa)”! Tell me about your welfare along with that of your 
family. Indeed it is unfortunate that you reside at a place (a reference to Lanka) which 
is very inhospitable for you. (4) 


[Note—'Vibhishan was very scared and in a dire state; his condition was very 
precarious. On one side his own brother had become his arch enemy and would kill 
him if he went back to Lanka; on the other side he was in an enemy camp and 
uncertain how he would be treated by their king, in this case Lord Ram. He was 
nervous and terrified. So when Lord Ram and Laxman met him affectionately and 
welcomed him, and then the Lord made him sit next to him, speaking to him politely, 
Vibhishan felt he has got a new lease of life. Those few moments must have been 
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very nerve-wrecking and torturing for Vibhishan; and the warmth of Lord Ram’s 
reception immediately lifted the veil of gloom that had engulfed him from all sides. 

Although Vibhishan was sure that he would not be turned away, yet he was 
not expecting the warmth by which he was welcomed by Lord Ram and Laxman. So 
he was overcome with intense gratitude, and vowed to himself that as long as he lived 
he will not forget that he owed his life and honour to Lord Ram. The allegiance to 
Lord Ram that sprouted thus in Vibhishan’s heart at that time was profound, natural 
and honest and spontaneous. 


*By addressing Vibhishan as “lankésa”, the ‘king of Lanka’, Lord Ram has predicted 
the future—that one day Vibhishan would actually be the ruler of the kingdom of 
Lanka. This epithet was meant to tell Vibhishan that the Lord would treat him with 
the same respect that he would show to another king, that Lord Ram would not 
humiliate him or show disrespect to him before his courtiers, and that the Lord would 
treat him as an equal. This attitude of the Lord had a profound emotional and 
psychological effect on Vibhishan; he immediately became loyal and faithful towards 
Lord Ram. 

He compared the Lord’s loving behavior towards him with that of his own 
brother Ravana who treated him with utter scorn, disdain and contempt, and the gulf 
was too evidently deep and wide for him. Mentally Vibhishan became a virtual ‘slave’ 
of Lord Ram as he found in the Lord someone who was more loving and caring than 
his own father. Truly, what would a person, who has lost all hopes of succour and 
solace, who stares at a bleak future of doom and misery, want more?] 


Ge tect sg fep ud pur ene Praag cf uid uu 
Tir Tek aa Tet parere fra 9 sar aridi S u 


khala mandalim basahu dinu rati. sakha dharama nibaha'i kēhi bhamti. 5. 
maim jana'um tumhari saba riti. ati naya nipuna na bhava aniti. 6. 


You live surrounded day and night by a vicious and wicked company (of demons at 
Lanka). In this situation I wonder how you manage to keep your piety and good 
conduct. (5) 


I am amazed because I am aware that you are righteous by your very nature, that you 
do not like anything that is improper and wrong. [So I wonder how you manage to 
live and uphold your principles in the midst of the demons who are inherently 
opposed to the way of life you are accustomed to.]' (6) 


[Note—'Lord Ram's assertion that he knows that Vibhishan is pious and righteous by 
nature is in answer to what Vibhishan had said earlier—that he was sinful, a demon, 
etc. (apropos: Chaupai line nos. 7-8 that precedes Doha no. 45 herein above). 

Lord Ram wishes to reassure Vibhishan that he need not fear anything from 
the Lord, because the Lord knows everything about him. If the Lord can welcome 
even a sinful creature, then how much the better it is if that creature is pious and 
righteous?] 
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Fe UT ATA Nh HT Aa CE aT ST Vy faerat tt 9 N 
aa Ud df Gat Ta sit que ths SI SIT STAT I CU 


baru bhala basa naraka kara tata. dusta sanga jani de'i bidhata. 7. 
aba pada dekhi kusala raghuraya. jaurn tumha kinhi jani jana daya. 8. 


Oh my dear (tata)! It is better to live in hell, but let the Creator not let anyone live 
amongst wicked people (as it causes more torment, misery and grief than what 1s 
experienced in hell).’ (7) 


Vibhishan replied, ‘Oh Lord of the Raghus (“raghuraya”; Lord Ram)! Now that I 
have had an opportunity to see your holy feet, and have been fortunate enough that 
you have decided to show mercy to me and accept me as one of your servants (or as 
your subordinate, follower and devotee), everything has turned auspicious and 
fortunate for me.’ (8) 


ao. aah Hae a via ag Wu Wa ANT | 
We CT asta THU He Glew TT APT HTT WE I 
doha. 


taba lagi kusala na jiva kahun? sapanéhum mana bisrama. 
jaba lagi bhajata na rama kahum soka dhama taji kama. 46. 


[Vibhishan said—] ‘Verily indeed, a creature cannot expect even in his dreams to 
have an auspicious future nor can his mind and heart ever find peace and rest until the 
time he abandons all worldly desires and passions, that are harbingers of grief, misery 
and pain, and devote himself instead to worshipping Lord Ram. 

[To wit, a living being cannot expect, even in his dream, to have any kind of 
peace and happiness in his mind or heart, or expect to have any kind of welfare or 
good for himself, till the time he does not do Bhajan of Lord Ram, i.e. till the time he 
does not remember the Lord with great love and devotion, after having distanced 
himself from all worldly attachments and desires which are nothing but a treasury of 
sorrows and miseries for him.]’ (Doha no. 46) 


"dio. da erf ES Gad Get AMT Pei HIE CST Hg AAT N 2 M 
WS ART SUA TAT TIAMAT | at ATT WIR SHS TATU 2 N 
caupat. 


taba lagi hrdayami basata khala nana. lóbha moha macchara mada mana. 1. 
jaba lagi ura na basata raghunatha. dharem capa sayaka kati bhatha. 2. 


[Vibhishan continued with his submission. He said—] ‘The various kinds of negative 
traits that make a creature wicked and vile—such as ‘Lobha’ (greed, avarice, 
rapacity), ‘Moha’ (delusions, attachments, attractions), *Matsar' (jealousy, envy and 
ill-will), *Mada' (arrogance, haughtiness, ego, vanity etc.) et al— [1] live in the 
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creature’s heart only till the time Lord Ram, who holds a bow and arrow in his hands, 
does not live there [2]’. (1-2) 


[Note—'Wicked miscreants can enter and live inside a person’s home only if there is 
no one to guard it against them. These wicked people, once they find entry inside the 
house, would ruin the house as well as its owner, imparting their bad habits on the 
occupants of the house and giving the whole family a bad name in the neighbourhood. 
But if the owner is wise and prudent, he will appoint an armed guard to protect his 
home from such miscreants. 

In the present verse, such an armed guard is Lord Ram, and he is armed with a 
bow and arrow to protect his devotee from the evil-doings of miscreants represented 
by such negative traits as Lobha, Moha, Matsar, Mada etc. With the presence of Lord 
Ram in the heart of the devotee, these miscreants would not dare to peep inside. 

It is significant to note that the Lord is shown as holding the bow and arrow 
here—it signifies the Lord’s readiness to destroy these negativities from the heart of 
his true devotees. | 


TAT THAT Wut SHV IT BA Sep YARATA d 3 M 
qa cht Sata Sita m Arete err us] uera vfsr AST Uv ul 


mamata taruna tami amdhi'ari. raga dvésa ulüka sukhakari. 3. 
taba lagi basati jiva mana mahim. jaba lagi prabhu pratapa rabi nahim. 4. 


Similarly, ‘Mamta’ (infatuation; passion and affection for material world) is like a 
dark night which is very pleasing for the owls represented by the two opposing 
emotions of ‘Raag and Dwesh’ (attachment for something and repulsion with 
another). (3) 


These negativities (Raag and Dwesh) reside in the heart of a living being only till the 
time there is darkness (Mamta) in it, but as soon as the light of the sun symbolized by 
the awareness of the splendorous glory and holiness of Lord Ram dawns in a person's 
inner being, the darkness vanishes and these owls hide themselves. (4) 


[Note—Infatuation and lust for a thing create a longing for it; a person becomes blind 
in its pursuit. This in its wake creates biases in favour of certain entities and against 
other entities. For instance, if a man is attached to his money (i.e. has ‘Mamta’ for 
money), then anyone who helps him increase it would be his greatest friend, and the 
man begins to love such persons (i.e. develops ‘Raag’ for him), even if those persons 
have vested selfish interests in helping him acquire more and more money. On the 
other hand, if someone becomes a hindrance in his pursuit of money, he becomes his 
enemy, he becomes jealous of such a person (i.e. he develops ‘Dwesh’ with him) 
inspite of his being the man's well-wisher and helping him in many other ways. 

But if a man is wise and develops devotion and affection for Lord Ram, he is 
able to rid himself of such selfish and capricious nature; he becomes steady in his 
mind, because now he has the Lord to support and guide him, because the Lord 
becomes his best well-wisher and friend, and because worldly attachments do not 
matter to him any longer.] 
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aa H pact fe wa am ea TH We HAT TASTE IG UI 
TS HUE TUT 3r[gem vente a are Aafaa STer Te 0l & A 


aba maim kusala mite bhaya bhare. dekhi rama pada kamala tumhare. 5. 
tumha krpala ja para anukula. tahi na byapa tribidha bhava süla. 6. 


Oh Lord, now that I have had the opportunity and the privilege of having a divine 
sight of your holy feet, all of my greatest of fears have been dispelled, and I am 
feeling absolutely blessed with all sorts of welfare and well-being. (5) 


When you become kind and show your grace upon someone, none of the three types 
of horrible torments of the world can affect him’. So therefore, I am free from all 
fears. (6) 


[Note—'The three torments are the following—(i) Daivik—that related to malignant 
gods and stars, (11) Daihik—that related to the body, such as old age related problems 
and so many diseases, and (iii) Bhautik—that related to the existential problems in 
this world, or problems created by other creatures.] 


TP Patter sila TET GTS DTI SITIO] HS AS HTH Ul 9 UI 
STG WU APT eat A amer ate Wey aes eae Hifg CET t c ul 


maim nisicara ati adhama subha'ü. subha acaranu kinha nahim ka'u. 7. 
jasu rüpa muni dhyana na ava. tehim prabhu harasi hrdayam mohi lava. 8. 


I am born as a demon who inherently have a very lowly character and sinful nature. 
As such I cannot claim to ever have done anything that can be said to be truly 
meritorious. (7) 


How exceptionally fortunate and lucky I am therefore that the Lord—whose divine 
vision is virtually inaccessible for even the great sages and ascetics who make diligent 
effort to have it during their meditation sessions—has been so kind and graceful that 
he has embraced and clasped me to his bosom most affectionately! (8) 


[Note—'Vibhishan has clearly indicated here that he knows that Lord Ram is not a 
human being when he refers to the great sages and ascetics meditating on the Lord's 
form. These sages and ascetics meditate upon the cosmic form of the Supreme Being 
known as Brahm, and it is the same Brahm who has manifested himself as Lord Ram. 

Realising this, Vibhishan is overwhelmed with gratitude and devotion for Lord 
Ram.] 


WO. adma TH sift sift Ta Hat Wu di | 
eas sra farts ferar Aa Be ue HTT vo Ul 
doha. 
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ahobhagya mama amita ati rama krpa sukha punja. 
dekhe'um nayana biranci siva sebya jugala pada kanja. 47. 


Oh Lord Ram! I am indeed exceptionally fortunate and cannot imagine the greatness 
of my luck that today I have been meet the Lord who is a fountainhead of mercy, 
grace, kindness and compassion, and see his holy lotus-like feet that are served, 
adored and worshipped by the creator Brahma, as well as by Lord Shiva, the 
concluder of creation. (Doha no. 47) 


"do. wp war Fat wes qunm ps pfe Wap farsi 9 ui 
S AT BIS ATA Bet | Stra UTD WU dien ATT IU 2 M 
ast We Ale HIS SA AMT | HS Gel Ae AT AAMT d 3 ll 
caupat. 


sunahu sakha nija kaha'um subha'ü. jana bhusundi sambhu girija'ü. 1. 
jaum nara ho'i caracara drohi. avai sabhaya sarana taki moni. 2. 
taji mada moha kapata chala nana. kara'um sadya tehi sadhu samana. 3. 


[When Vibhishan has bowed his head at the holy feet of Lord Ram and expressed his 
earnest desire to take his refuge, the Lord welcomed him and assured Vibhishan of his 
total acceptance. It was then the Lord gave him the reason for accepting him without 
reservations. It acts a welcome invitation to all the creatures to come to the Lord who 
is waiting for them with an open arm to give them freedom from all their miseries, 
torments, vexations, fears and consternations.] 


Lord Ram told Vibhishan—‘Listen friend! I will tell you my innate nature and 
temperament. It is well-known to Kaagbhusund, the saintly crow, Lord Shiva 
(Shambu)) and Girija (Uma or Parvati, the divine Mother and the holy consort of 
Shiva)’. (1) 


Even if a person is considered inimical towards the whole world which consists of 
animate creatures as well as inanimate things, even if he has created animosity all 
around himself, but still 1f, stricken with terror and overcome with mortal fear, comes 
to me to seek refuge in my holy feet [2] after having abandoned or discarding all 
Mada (ego, pride, arrogance and haughtiness), Moha (delusions, attractions, 
infatuations and attachments), Kapat and Chal (deceit, conceit, pretensions, 
wickedness, trickery)—then I verily say I transorm him into a saintly figure [3]. (2-3) 


[Note—'It is to be noted here that the Lord has addressed Vibhishan with the word 
‘friend’. He had addressed Sugriv with the same word when the two met at the 
Rishyamook mountain. The glorious virtues of a true friend has already been extolled 
by the Lord in Kishkindha Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-9 that precede Doha no. 7 when 
he met Sugriv. 

The Lord now reiterates his stand and assures Vibhishan that once the latter 
has come to surrender himself before the Lord with a sincere heart, he need not worry 
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or fear from anything any more as it has now become the Lord’s responsibility to 
ensure his welfare and safety. 

We will read in the Lord’s final statement in line no. 8 that he compares 
Vibhishan with a ‘saint’ and says that ‘saints like you are very dear to me’. Therefore 
we may also deduce that ‘saints’ and ‘friends’ are equally dear to Lord Ram, that all 
saints are friends of Lord Ram whether they are openly declared so or not, that the 
auspicious, the righteous, the holy and the glorious characters of all saints make them 
endeared to the Lord as if they were all his friends, and therefore all of them can be 
assured of the Lord’s unstinted support, protection, care and reciprocal affection even 
if they expressly request for such blessing from the Lord or not. It also simply means 
that all saintly people are friends of the Lord, and therefore the Lord is duty-bound to 
protect and look for their welfare according to his own self-declared policy. 

In his worldly play, the Supreme Being had addressed three persons as his 
friend—(1) one was Nishad, the chief of the boatman commumity—refer: Ram Charit 
Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 88; Ayodhya Kand, 
Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 94; Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line no. 3 that 
precedes Doha no. 151; Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 
193 etc., (ii) the second is Sugriv, the chief of the monkey race—refer: Ram Charit 
Manas, Kishkindha Kand, Chaupai line nos. 10, 23 that precede Doha no. 7; Sundar 
Kand, Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 43 etc.; and (iii) the third is 
Vibhishan, the brother of the demon king Ravana—refer: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar 
Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 48; Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 4 
that precedes Doha no. 80; Lanka Kand, Doha no. 116 Kha etc. 

Lord Ram has cited three persons here who know his nature in right earnest— 
they are Kaagbhusund, Lord Shiva and Parvati. 

(a) Kaagbhusund was well-steeped in devotion for Lord Ram and his spiritual 
enlightenment and level of wisdom was of such a high standard that Lord Shiva had 
selected him to preach Garud, the mount of Lord Vishnu, when the latter wished to 
learn about the true nature of Lord Ram—refer: Ram Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, 
Chaupai line nos. 6-8 that precede Doha no. 85. 

The entire episode is narrated in full as the second half of Uttar Kand of Ram 
Charit Manas, extending from Doha no.54 right upto to the end of the holy book in 
Doha no. 125. 

(b) Lord Shiva is the main narrater of this divine and holy story of Lord Ram; 
it was conceived in his heart and mind when he was meditating upon the holy form 
and name of Lord Ram. Shiva had revealed it first to his divine consort Parvati or 
Uma, and therefore, like Kaagbhusund, she was the only one who had a first hand 
knowledge of this divine story and its secrets. It was on her request that Shiva had 
told this story in the first instance. Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line 
nos. 3-4 that precede Doha no. 30; Uttar Kand, from Doha no. 127, till Doha no. 129. 

Tulsidas has clearly said that the story he is narrating is none of his own 
creation; it is the same story that was narrated by Lord Shiva to Parvati—refer: Ram 
Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-4 that precedes Doha no. 130. 


“It must be noted that the Lord first converts him into a ‘saintly figure’ before 
accepting him. Or we can say that as soon as the person coming to seek Lord's grace 
has this thought in his mind that he will go and surrender before the Lord by throwing 
off his dirty cloak symbolised by these negative traits as Mada, Moha, Kapat and 
Chal, he has automatically converted himself into a saintly person—which implies 
that his Atma, his ‘true self? has shed its baggage of worldly taints and emerged fresh 
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and cleaned in its original form. It is this pristine form of the Jiva, the living being, 
which is eligible to attain the Lord. This process of conversion from a tainted Jiva to a 
holy and saintly Jiva is as automatic and natural as the chasing away of the darkness 
of night with the arrival of dawn. 

When we read elsewhere in the preaching of Lord Ram in relation with the 
virtues of saints we find that the taints that are listed here in line no. 3 are the first 
signs that are to be eliminated from the mental horizon of anyone if he ever hopes to 
be classified as a saint and pious person. 

Earlier, Vibhishan had unilaterally declared this virtue of Lord Ram, that the 
Lord does not turn away even if a person is so sinful as to have made the whole world 
his enemy due to his misdeeds, when he was advising his brother Ravana to surrender 
before the Lord, return Sita to him and avoid unnecessary confrontation with the 
Lord—refer: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line nos. 5-8 that precede 
Doha no. 39.] 


wr AH AY Art ANT PDT SRI Ma pee UAT dv tl 
We & Waa aT gS (Hu ue wale ater aT SH Uu t 
AAT SAT HS UE LACT Als Wa AS AT Are OU S ui 


janani janaka bandhu suta dara. tanu dhanu bhavana suhrda parivara. 4. 
saba kai mamata taga batori. mama pada manahi bamdha bari dori. 5. 
samadarasi iccha kachu nahim. harasa soka bhaya nahim mana mahim. 6. 


[Now, Lord Ram goes on to describe the glorious virtues of saints which make them 
dear to him—] 

Mother, father, brother, son, wife, body, wealth, home, friends, compatriots 
and other kith and kin, as well as the family [4]—a person who breaks off all his 
attachments and infatuations with them, who binds them all in a single rope of 
dispassion and detachment (1.e. who turns his mind away from them; who is no longer 
infatuated with them or think of them), and instead tie his Mana (i.e. his heart, mind 
and sub-conscious) in my holy feet [5] --- (4-5) 


--- Who has developed exemplary equanimity and evenness of mind and views, who 
treats all equally and without any bias, who has no desires, hopes, aspirations and 
yearnings of any kind, who neither feels excited and elated nor sorrowful and 
depressed (simply because he practices renunciation, detachment, dispassion, self- 
restraint and equanimity of the highest degree), who has no fear of any kind (because 
he has surrendered himself to me who am the supreme Protector, and therefore he has 
faith that no harm can come to him from any quarter) --- (6) 


STH WS Aa St aa Ha Pede ud Tas ay FT O N 
qe ae Ga fus at ens te aE sm Pre ic ti 


asa sajjana mama ura basa kaisém. lobhi hrdayam’ basa'i dhanu jaisem. 7. 
tumha sarikhe santa priya morem. dhara'um deha nahim ana nihorem. 8. 
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--- Verily I say that such a gentleman finds a place in my heart like worldly wealth 
has in the heart of a greedy man!! (7) 


Saintly persons and pure souls like you are very dear to me. It is for them that I (Lord 
Vishnu) have assumed a form of a human being (as Lord Ram)’. (8) 


[Note—'A wise person is one who has broken off all his attachments with these 
worldly entities as these relationships are temporary and unsustainable. They act like 
fetters for the Atma, tying it down to the gross world that revolves around and 
recognizes relationships that treat the gross body of the creature as his true identity 
instead of the Atma. The problem in this sort of relationship is that the very basis of it 
is gross and temporary— because both the world and the body of the creature are 
mortal and perishable. Such relationships are bound to break one day, and this will 
lead to the agony of separation. Besides this, such relationships act as a deep bog, 
ensnaring the creature for generations after generations. 

The only way out of this dilemma and quandary is to recognize that the Atma 
is one's truthful self, and that Lord Ram is the Parmatma or the Supreme Atma which 
is the truthful kith and kin of the individual Atma. The Lord is the real and truthful 
Father of all the living beings, their true friend and companion. The Atma is pure 
consciousness like the Parmatma who is the cosmic supreme Consciousness. This 
entity is eternal and imperishable—and therefore any relationship that is established 
between the two, i.e. between the Atma of the individual creature and the Parmatma, 
will have an eternal and sustainable dimension to it. 

A greedy person thinks of nothing but money and wealth; he will go to any 
extent in acquiring it and protecting it; he is virtually infatuated with it—refer: Ram 
Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, stanza no. 1 of Doha no. 130 Kha. 

Likewise, Lord Ram is always on the look-out for such persons who have 
saintly qualities in them, and then goes all out to welcome them and afford all his 
protection and benevolence to them. 


?This stanza clearly establishes that the Supreme Being has come down to earth for 
the benefit of saints and saintly people. 

Lord Ram has taught Sabari about the nine virtues that a devotee of the Lord 
must possess in Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, from Chaupai line no. 7 that 
precedes Doha no. 35, till Chaupai line no. 9 that precedes Doha no. 36. Then again, 
Lord Ram has told Kaagbhusund that if a creature has devotion for him and has 
abandoned all deceit, conceit, pretensions and tricks, then even if his most lowly the 
Lord accept him willingly—Ram Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, from Chaupai line no. 1 
that precedes Doha no. 85, till Doha no. 86. 

A remarkable thing emerges if we have a close look at all the characters in the 
story whom Lord Ram addresses as ‘friends’ or ‘saints’ or ‘devotees’ whom he has 
cheerfully accepted in his fold. All of them are of low birth and are sinful by their 
bodies. (1) Nishad is a boatman who eats fish as a staple diet. (ii) Sabari is of a low 
caste. (iii) Sugriv is a monkey by birth, and so is (iv) Hanuman whom the Lord heaps 
praises with, going to the extent of saying that he will never be able to repay his debts 
(Sundar Kand, Chaupai line nos. 5-7 that precede Doha no. 32). (v) Vibhishan is born 
in the demon race. And (vi) Kaagbhusund is a crow. 

This list highlights that the Lord has come down to earth to give redemption to 
the fallen and provide salvation to the humblest and the meekest. A healthy person 
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does not need the care of an expert doctor or nurse; it is the sick who need it. The 
Lord is that spiritual doctor and nurse! ] 


Slo. WIA sara nia Para ft qe AAI 
a ATU Bart aa re & fga ua WAN Xe I 
doha. 


saguna upasaka parahita nirata niti drrha nema. 
te nara prana samana mama jinha kem dvija pada prema. 48. 


Those who worship my (i.e. the Supreme Being's) Saguna form (i.e. form that is 
visible and has attributes) {that is, those who worship Lord Ram as being an 
incarnation of the Supreme Being], those who remain engaged in the welfare of 
others (instead of causing them pain and miseries)”, those who are steady in observing 
sacraments and other religious duties along with being diligent in following the path 
of righteousness, propriety, morality and ethical conduct inspite of all provocations 
and temptations’, and those who have affection (respect) for the holy feet of Dwijs 
(Brahmins; elderly and learned people)^— verily I say that such people are as dear to 
me as my own life. (Doha no.48) 


[Note—'The difference between the Saguna form of the Lord and his Nirguna form 
(one without any specific attributes; the cosmic invisible and all-incorporating form) 
have been elucidated in detail by Lord Ram to preach Bharat, Hanuman and the rest in 
Ram Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, from Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 37, 
till Doha no. 41. 


*The virtue of striving for the welfare of others is lauded elsewhere also—for 
instance, in Ram Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, Chaupai line nos. 14-15 that precede 
Doha no. 121 it is asserted that “the natural character of saints is that they endeavour 
or strive to do good of others and care for their welfare by employing their mind, 
heart and words to the best of their abilities; suffering for the good, happiness and 
welfare of others is a character of saints, while being the cause of pain, misery and 
unhappiness of others is an innate nature of non-saints." This is the principle of a saint 
taught by Kaagbhusund, the saintly crow, to Garud, the mount of Lord Vishnu. 


?To be steadfast in following the correct path inspite of all provocations is reiterated 
in Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line no. 2-3 that precede Doha no. 46 
(Lord Ram teaches Narad); Uttar Kand, Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 38 
(Lord Ram teaches Bharat and others); and Lanka Kand, Doha no. 34 Kha (Angad 
tells Ravana). 


“Having respect for Brahmins is reiterated in Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, 
Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 16 (when Lord Ram has preached 
Laxman); and Uttar Kand, Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 38 (Lord Ram 
taught Bharat and others); and Uttar Kand, Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 
45 (Lord Ram preaches the citizens of Ayodhya). 
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In these verses, Lord Ram tells Vibhishan that he treats with great respect a person 
who might have the world as his enemy but has come to seek refuge with the Lord 
after abandoning all arrogance, attachments, deceit, cunning and pretensions, after 
having snapped all his relations with the world and its wealth, after renouncing his 
household and his near and dear ones such as his wife, his son, parents, kith and kin, 
friends, etc., if he has no desires and treats everything equally and with stoic 
neutrality, if he has no fear, and if he is not affected by the sense of worldly happiness 
or sorrow—if such a man surrenders to the Lord and ties himself irrevocably to the 
holy feet of the Lord with a thread of devotion, love and affection, without any 
expectations whatsoever, the Lord promises to take care of him, whatever may come. 

Those people who worship my Saguna form (i.e. my form as it appears in my 
incarnation), those who think of the good of others (i.e. are not selfish), those who 
diligently follow the rules of proper conduct and ethical behaviour as laid down in the 
scriptures, those who are steadfast in carrying out their duties with due sincerity, and 
those who love Dwij (elders and learned people)—verily, such persons are very dear 
to the Lord’s heart. 

These verses can be read as follows also—"*Lord Ram advised Vibhishan: 
Those who detach themselves from all worldly relationships and abandon all affection 
for them and attachment with them, such as with one's mother, father, friend, son, 
wife, body, material wealth, homestead, kith and kin, compatriots and all other dear 
and near ones, and instead bind their Mana (mind and heart) to my holy feet (i.e. 
surrender before me unconditionally and completely, and treat me as their only 
relation in this world), those who have developed the grand virtue of equanimity and 
forbearance, who treat everything and everyone alike, who have no desires or 
expectations whatsoever, those who remain unruffled and unmoved by either 
happiness or sorrows, those who have no fear of any kind in their heart (obviously 
because they have me, the Supreme Lord, as their protector and saviour)—verily I say 
that such persons (devotees) are very close to my heart and dear to me much like 
material wealth is very dear and close to the heart of a greedy and selfish man." 

The extent to which Lord Ram loves his devotees is expressed clearly in the 
aforesaid verses by the Lord himself to Vibhishan, the younger brother of Ravana, 
when he came to seek refuge with the Lord.] 


"dio. Glas Weser T4 at lard qee stirrer Wit t 9 t 
TA Te OP STR FMT | Mahe hele SED HUT TAM Ul 2 UI 
caupat. 


sunu lankésa sakala guna torem. tatem tumha atisaya priya morem. 1. 
rama bacana suni banara jütha. sakala kahahim jaya krpa barütha. 2. 


Lord Ram told Vibhishan, ‘Listen oh king of Lanka (sunu lankésa)'! You possess all 
the noble virtues (of a true devotee). That is why you are extremely dear to me.' (1) 


When the huge gathering of monkeys heard these words of Lord Ram, they cheered 
him enthusiastically and exclaimed, *Glory to Lord Ram who is a font of mercy, 
kindness, grace and compassion.” (2) 
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[Note— Lord Ram has earlier too addressed Vibhishan as ‘the king of Lanka’— 
apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 
46. 


^The monkeys were surprised at the magnanimity of Lord Ram and his graceful 
nature that inspite of Vibhishan himself repeatedly saying that he is sinful, the Lord 
praised his good virtues while neglecting his negativities.] 


Ora ferire] wp n art (fà stead staat ITI H3 UI 
Ue sige Te aE ST bugs SAAT A UW AAT Y Il 


sunata bibhisanu prabhu kai bani. nahirn aghata $ravanamrta jani. 3. 
pada ambuja gahi barahim bara. hrdayam samata na prému apara. 4. 


When Vibhishan heard the pleasing words of Lord Ram that were as sweet as nectar 
for him, he felt so exceedingly glad that he could not have enough of it'. (3) 


So emotionally overwhelmed did Vibhishan become that he repeatedly clasped the 
holy lotus-like feet of Lord Ram even as his heart could not contain the surging waves 
of affection and gratitude towards the Lord Ram that heaved inside his bosom and 
brimmed over. (4) 


[Note—'To wit, Vibhishan had not expected, even in his dreams, that he would be so 
warmly welcomed by Lord Ram and shown so much affection by him. It was for him 
a fountain of nectar from which the more he drank the more he wanted to drink. ] 


pg de PATA ATA | WATT eT ST STATS I & ui 
RRS VIF AT Tat 1 Wy Ue Vita uid At ANT ls N 


sunahu deva sacaracara svami. pranatapala ura antarajami. 5. 
ura kachu prathama basana rahi. prabhu pada priti sarita so bahi. 6. 


Vibhishan said, ‘Listen oh Lord (sunahu déva)! You are the supreme Lord of the 
animate as well as the inanimate aspects of this creation (Sacaracara Svaml). You are 
the Lord who protects all those who surrender themselves at your feet (pranatapala). 
And you are the Lord who knows the innermost feelings and thoughts of all living 
beings (ura antarajami). (5) 


I honestly acknowledge that my heart earlier had some Vasana (passions and desires 
pertaining to the sense objects of the world; a desire for self-gratification) present 
inside it, but now all of them have been washed away in the river symbolized by 
affection for your holy feet that has sprouted inside my heart. (6) 


[Note—'Vibhishan accepts that his heart had worldly desires earlier, but not now, 
because all negativities in his heart have been washed away once he has developed 
affection for the holy feet of Lord Ram. In this context, refer to Chaupai line no. 5 that 
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precedes Doha no. 48 herein above. Vibhishan says that now his heart has been 
purified of all negative traits. ] 


ara purer Frat raf urat (eg wer fra wt sent uo N 
Wane efe way rei | aT qua Feel ent AT e ul 


aba krpala nija bhagati pavani. dehu sada siva mana bhavani. 7. 
evamastu kahi prabhu ranadhira. maga turata sindhu kara nira. 8. 


Oh Lord, be kind enough to grant me an abiding devotion for you, a devotion that is 
pure itself and purifies those who are blessed by it, a devotion that is eternally loved 
by Lord Shiva and pleases his heart.'’ (7) 


Saying ‘so be it’, the Lord who is steadfast in the battle-field (i.e. who keeps his 
words and never turns back inspite of the greatest adversities) asked for some water 
from the ocean (because no other water was available). [Why did Lord Ram ask for 
water is answered in the verses that follow below. ] (8) 


[Note—'Lord Ram does not want any kind of tribute from his devotees except 
devotion. Anyone who asks the Lord for the grant of devotion (Bhakti) endears 
himself to the Lord. Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, (i) Chaupai line nos. 1-4 
that precede Doha no. 45; (11) Chaupai line nos. 5-6 that precede Doha no. 84; (iii) 
Chaupai line nos. 3-5 that precede Doha no. 85; (iv) Chaupai line nos. 8-10 that 
precede Doha no. 86.] 


ely GAT Aa SAT Al ANT a STAT GAT ATT 9 I 
ara cafe VTH footer Aè SRT qa SE AY Ys STUNT 90 Il 


jadapi sakha tava iccha nahim. mora darasu amogha jaga mahim. 9. 
asa kahi rama tilaka tehi sara. sumana brsti nabha bha’l apara. 10. 


He said to Vibhishan, ‘Friend (sakha), though you have no desire, but meeting me 
and asking for my blessings never goes in vain. 

[To wit, although you don’t want anything, yet I have a vow to keep, which is 
that anyone who comes to me seeking my shelter and protection can’t remain 
unfulfilled. You were an heir to the throne of Lanka at the time you came to me. So 
shall it be—you will get your rights back. And secondly, you wish to be my devotee 
because you ask for my devotion, so that also would be true.]’ (9) 


Saying this, Lord Ram anointed Vibhishan (by sprinkling the water of the ocean that 
he had asked for) to fulfill his vows as stated above. 

Observing this wonderful development, the gods showered flowers from the 
sky (heaven)'. (10) 


[Note—'Why did the gods shower flowers upon Lord Ram as well as Vibhishan? The 
gods wished to celebrate this happy occasion when Lord Ram accepted Vibhishan as 
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his devotee, and at the same time anointed him as the next king of Lanka, thereby 
sealing the fate of Ravana. This was what the gods were waiting for. They felt 
exceedingly glad, and rained flowers to express their thanks and show their happiness 
to Lord Ram. 

The gods were full of praise for Lord Ram because the Lord had willingly 
suffered so much for their cause. They were full of praise for Vibhishan because 
inspite of being born as a demon he had shown such high degree of spiritualism and 
purity of heart that the Lord himself praised him.] 


qo. Wert calel Set Prat veu TIT Weis | 
wa faire] Was dies WS STS ll v8 (R ) I 
wir daR far vrerafa dite fau qu aren 
"rg Haar fasiteate upia Afa vereri we (A) ul 
doha. 


ravana krodha anala nija svasa samira pracanda. 

jarata bibhisanu rakhe'u dinhé'u raju akhanda. 49 (a). 

jo sampati siva ravanahi dinhi di'emi dasa matha. 

so'i sampada bibhisanahi sakuci dinhi raghunatha. 49 (b). 


Ravana's anger was like a fiercely raging fire, and the breath of Vibhishan was like 
the hot wind that fanned this fire on its own. [To wit, the anger of Ravana could not 
be calmed down as long as Vibhishan would be alive.] 

Vibhishan was being scorched by this fire of Ravana (i.e. he was tormented by 
fear of Ravana's wrath). Lord Ram extended his protection to him so that he escaped 
being scorched from that fire. Not only this, the Lord rewarded Vibhishan by 
anointing him as the next king of Lanka. (Doha no. 49-a) 


That immense fortune which was granted to Ravana by Lord Shiva in lieu of the ten 
heads the former had offered to the Lord as a sacrifice while doing severe Tapa 
(austerity and penance) to please the latter, the whole of this fortune and the majesty 
of the kingdom of Lanka was transferred or conferred by Lord Ram to Vibhishan in a 
hesitant manner’. (Doha no. 49-b) 


[Note—'Why was Lord Ram feeling so shy, hesitant and reluctant while conferring to 
Vibhishan the kinghood of Lanka and transferring the entire wealth of the kingdom to 
him? There are four prominent reasons for this as follows:- 

One is that the outcome of the impending war was not yet certain, and so to 
confer the throne of Lanka to Vibhishan at this time seemed a little premature, based 
on presumptions and conjectures, and a bit too optimistic and far-fetched. 

The second reason is that the city which Vibhishan would inherit as a boon 
from Lord Ram would have been devastated by the end of the war; it was already in a 
shambles after Hanuman burnt it. So Lord Ram felt very reluctant while granting this 
boon as it was not a proper reward that was given to Vibhishan. But under the 
prevailing circumstances, there was nothing better that could be given to him. 

The third reason is that by rewarding Vibhishan, Lord Ram was rewarding 
someone who had betrayed his own brother. This made the Lord hesitant as it was not 
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a proper thing to reward someone who had committed treason. But it was the time of 
war, and during wars rules change. What is treason for one party is a welcome move 
for the other party; what is martyrdom for one is the killing of an enemy for another; 
what is defeat for one is a victory for the other. So it was acceptable. 

And the fourth reason was military strategy. By accepting Vibhishan in his 
camp with a warm show of welcome and affection, and then anointing him as the next 
sovereign of Lanka, Lord Ram ensured his unflinching loyalty and allegiance towards 
himself. The Lord’s friendly attitude and affectionate gestures had a profound positive 
impact on Vibhishan’s psyche, as he was emotionally traumatized and mentally in an 
extremely distressed state after the rough treatment that was meted out to him at 
Ravana’s court a short while ago. By making Vibhishan, who knew all the secrets of 
Lanka and its army, a faithful and loyal ally, Lord Ram had staged a virtual coup 
against his enemy Ravana as would be proved during the course of the epic war. We 
shall be reading, in due course, how Vibhishan had played a crucial role in Lord 
Ram's victory over Ravana by helping him with vital information about Lanka and its 
army, advising on proper strategies by which breach could be made in the demons’ 
defenses, even alerting the Lord when Ravana was performing a sacrifice, which, if 
successfully done, would have made him immune to death, and in the final hours of 
the epic battle by divulging to Lord Ram the location of the secret receptacle of 
Amrit, the ambrosia of eternity, that kept Ravana alive, a vital clue that enabled the 
Lord to kill him by drying up this nectar by a volley of hot arrows. 

To wit, if there is an impending war, and the brother of a king against whom a 
rival king has launched an assault comes voluntarily to join the latter, no prudent king 
would refuse to welcome him; rather, the latter king would see it as a golden god-sent 
opportunity that ought to be grasped with both hands! ] 


ao. sm uper wats s amm dcn og far Ue fen i 9 u 
fret sra ot afe aama | Up ate enu Het AT ATAT N R? N 


caupat. 


asa prabhu chadi bhajahirn je ana. te nara pasu binu punicha bisana. 1. 
nija jana jani tahi apanava. prabhu subhava kapi kula mana bhava. 2. 


[Lord Shiva observed—] ‘Anyone who abandons such a (magnanimous, benevolent, 
kind, obliging and gracious) Lord as Sri Ram, and instead worships and adores some 
other Lord, such people are indeed like animals that have no horns and tails’. (1) 


All the Kapis (monkeys) warmly welcomed and appreciated this grand and noble 
nature of Lord Ram that he cheerfully accepted anyone who came to seek refuge with 
him, for the Lord not only gave him shelter but also treated the new comer with great 
affection and care as if he was an old acquaintance of his, someone who was not a 
stranger but one of his own close devotees and followers.” (2) 


[Note—'To wit, those who do not worship and adore Lord Ram and seek shelter with 
him, instead preferring some other Lord to whom they are devoted and offer their 
allegiance, such people are indeed extremely foolish and unfortunate. They are born 
as humans but are no better than animals who lack wisdom and intelligence, for they 
do not know what is good or bad for them. 
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?This noble character of Lord Ram—which made him so loved by and endeared to his 
devotees—answered one unasked question that had been lingering in the minds of the 
monkey chieftains ever since Lord Ram took the side of Sugriv and crowned him as 
the king of Kishkindha after eliminating Sugriv's brother Baali. The question was 
this: Why did Lord Ram decided to favour Sugriv vis-à-vis Baali? The monkeys got 
their answer now—that it was in the nature of Lord Ram, it was an integral character 
of his that he would invariably extend his helping hand to those who seek his help, 
especially when the Lord feels that injustice has been done to them. The Lord cannot 
turn away those who ask for his grace and blessings, especially when the seeker is 
distressed and feeling helpless. 

In the case of Sugriv the Lord felt grave injustice has been done to him by his 
elder brother Baali who first beat him mercilessly and then threw him out of the 
kingdom, kept his wife as a mistress, and even after inflicting this humiliation was 
always baying for Sugriv's blood, being on the lookout for a chance to kill him. 
(Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, Doha no. 5—to Chaupai line no. 10 
that precedes Doha no. 7; and Chaupai line nos. 6-10 that precede Doha no. 9. 

It was reminiscent of what has happened in the present case of Vibhishan—he 
was kicked and humiliated by his elder brother Ravana and thrown out of the 
kingdom, and if Lord Ram refused to provide protection to Vibhishan it was sure that 
Ravana would have killed him at the first opportunity. 

So when the monkey chieftains observed this nature of Lord Ram, they felt 
very happy; now they knew why the Lord had sided with Sugriv.] 
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Section 9.2: Kavitawali Ramayan 


{Kavitawali Ramayan, Sundar Kand, verse no. 32. } 


We have read in the concluding verses of Section 9.1 above (i.e. of Ram Charit 
Manas, Sundar Kand, Doha no. 49 and Chaupai line nos. 8-10 that precede it) how 
Lord Ram had anointed Vibhishan as the future king of Lanka. 

A similar narration is found in ‘Kavitawali Ramayan’ of Tulsidas, in its 
Sundar Kand, verse no. 32. 


Now let us quickly read what’ Kavitawali Ramayan’ has to say on the subject before 
moving ahead to the next section: 


aag AER Hl Va feet aag ails 13211 
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32. nagaru kuberako sumeruki barabari, 
birarici-bud'dhiko bilasu lanka niramana bho. 
isahi carha'i sisa bisabahu bira taham, 

ravanu so raja raja-tejako nidhanu bho.. 
'tulasi' tilokaki samrd'dhi, saué€nja, sampada 
sakeli caki rakhi, rasi, jamgaru jahanu bho. 
tisarém upasa banabasa sindhu pasa so 
samaju maharajajü ko eka dina danu bho..32.. 


Verse no. 5/32— Lanka was called the city of Kuber (who was the God of wealth and 
treasurer for the Gods). Being made of gold, it is like Sumeru (a mythological golden 
Mountain); it is so wonderful that it symbolises the excellent creative prowess of 
Brahma in a personified form (1). There, Ravana, the 20-armed demon, became a 
king after offering his head as sacrifice to Lord Shiva (2). 

Tulsidas says that all the wealth of this world has been concentrated within its 
boundaries (walls), as it were, and the rest of the world was filled with the residue (3). 
All this wealth was given (to Vibhishan) by Lord Ram as if it were charitable alms 
given by the forest-bound-mendicant Lord Ram after doing austerities for three days 
on the shore of the ocean! (4). 


[Note—'Lord Ram had camped on the ocean's shore for three days, requesting the 
ocean to give him passage. There the Lord had also consecrated a Shiva Lingam, 
which is a symbol of Lord Shiva. It was called ‘Rameshwaram’—literally meaning 
the Lord of Ram. The word has a dual meaning—for it also means ‘Shiva, whose 
Lord (Ish) is known as Ram'. Anyway, the Lord had performed a religious sacrifice 
here before he would start on the campaign for conquering Lanka. When any religious 
event takes place, giving charity and making alms is a part of the ritual. So, Tulsidas 
uses this tradition as a metaphor to indicate that Lord Ram had voluntarily donated the 
entire kingdom of Lanka, which he is poised to conquer soon, to Vibhishan. 

From the point of military strategy, this was a very clever step of Lord Ram. 
By anointing Vibhishan on the throne of Lanka even before the campaign had got off 
the ground and the outcome of the war was still unknown, the Lord extended to 
Vibhishan a bait to ensure his loyalty. Now Vibhishan had all the reasons to support 
Ram, because if Ravana is killed then not only will Vibhishan be able to avenge his 
insult but also get the trophy in the form of kinghood of Lanka. This single act of 
Lord Ram also meant to convey to everyone around that they should not doubt victory 
as it is a foregone conclusion. It also subtly warned the monkeys that they should not 
eye the kingdom of Lanka after victory over it because it is given to Vibhishan, and 
that the Lord himself had no intention of staying there once Sita was recovered. Lord 
Ram clearly indicated that he is not there to grab someone's property and wealth like 
conquerors usually do. 

This episode which relates to Lord Ram giving the crown of Lanka to 
Vibhishan in a token manner by anointing him, and thereby granting him the richest 
largesse of the time has been documented in (a) Geetawali Ramayan, Sundar Kand, 
verse nos. 39 and 43; (b) Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Doha no. 49 along with its 
preceding Chaupai line nos. 8-10; and Adhyatma Ramayan, Lanka Kand, Canto 2, 
verse nos. 42-47.] 
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Section 9.3: Adhyatma Ramayan 


{Adhyatma Ramayan, Lanka Kand, Canto 2—to—Canto 3, verse nos. 1-48.} 


Let us now rewind a bit and see how ‘Adhyatma Ramayan’ of Veda Vyas narrates 
this episode of Ravana insulting his brother Vibhishan, kicking him, and ordering him 
to quit is kingdom, after which Vibhishan came to seek refuge with Lord Ram, who 
not only welcomed him warmly but also guaranteed him protection and a respectable 
place amongst his ministers. 

These developments are described in Adhyatma Ramayan, Lanka Kand 
(known as Yuddha Kand), Canto 2 full, and Canto 3, verse nos. 1-48. 


Now, let us start reading:- 


Adhyatma Ramayan, Lanka Kand, Canto 2, verse nos. 1-46: 


IRA: Bef: I 
ofiararód zara | 


CSDM AAU Etedl a Wal Sorell | 
ghz sadaisit er fepfsacarsraa: I LI 
see Aour: aalo adorargdia | 


SAA pa Del sal Geveda Aq II Lll 


idvitiyah sargah ıı 
Srimahadeva uvaca | 


lankayam ravano drstva krtam karma hanümata | 
duskaram daivatairva'pi hriya kifcidavanmukhah ıı 11 
ahüya mantrinah sarvanidam vacanamabravit | 
hanümata krtam karma bhavadbhirdrstameva tat ıı 211 


1-2. Lord Shiva said—'Oh Parvati! Meanwhile in Lanka, seeing the deeds of 
Hanuman! which were difficult even for the gods to do (or ever think of doing them), 
Ravana summoned his ministers, and lowering his head in shame before them, he said 
with sarcasm in his voice, 'All of you have witnessed all the deeds done by Hanuman! 
(1-2). 


[Note—'The “deeds of Hanuman” refer to his killing a large number of demon 
warriors, ransacking the Ashok garden, and then burning Lanka. These have already 
been narrated in Section no. 7.2, sub-sections 7.2.1—7.2.5 of our Book.] 


yidea agoi gelu evcal iai GzRIGIA | 
Sc d ASRI ARIAS ASSIA II BII 
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GC AS PIANA cratere A APRA | 
qaro Adio FARASIN A: II vll 


pravisya lankam durdharsam drstva sitam durasadam | 
hatva ca raksasan viranaksam mandodarisutam ıı 311 
dagdhva lankamasesena langhayitva ca sagaram | 
yusman sarvanatikramya svastho'gatpunareva sah i 4i 


3-4. He (Hanuman) entered Lanka which is deemed to be inaccessible for any intruder 
or trespasser, met Sita, which is also an impossible think to do (as she is guarded 
round the clock and lives inside a garden that is well protected from outsiders), then 
he killed many demons along with Mandodari's son (Akshay Kumar), burnt the whole 
city of Lanka, humiliated all of you brave and strong warriors, and then he 
successfully crossed the ocean to return safely! (3-4). 


feb axicefiratssanfáreter AoA: | 
dIoqgeItd QeIcotot ace À fc AAA I NII 
AWRA Td: YA ARRARO | 
od SD pA aaraa ADRA WT II SII 


kim kartavyamito'smabhiryüyam mantraviśāradāh | 
mantrayadhvam prayatnena yatkrtam me hitam bhavet ıı 51 
ravanasya vacah śrutvā raksasastamathabruvan | 

deva Sanka kuto ramattava lokajito rane ıı 6n 


5-6. All of you are wise and prudent, and experts in politics, military strategy, laws of 
diplomacy, etc. Hence, tell me what should we do now; what course of action should 
we adopt, what will be practical, prudent and apt in the present circumstances, and 
what will be in our best of interests? Ponder over it diligently, take into consideration 
all the pros and the cons, and then advise me' (5). 

Hearing the words of Ravana, the demons (ministers, advisors and councilors) 
said, 'Oh Lord! What fear (literally doubt or suspicion) do you have from Lord Sri 
Ram? You have won all the different worlds in the many wars that you have fought 
till now (so how do you doubt about your victory over one human prince known as 
*Ram")? 

[To wit, we don't understand why are so worried; winning the gods and the 
rest of the world was a virtual cake-walk for you, so why are you so concerned about 
this single warrior who is called Ram? Surely and certainly he stands no chance 
before your majesty!]' (6). 


[Note—'The absurdity of the situation is glaring. Ravana has just reminded them 
himself of the havoc Hanuman had caused in Lanka, and these same haughty and 
loud-mouthed boasters could do nothing about it. Now they say that there is nothing 
to fear from Lord Ram inspite of being aware that Hanuman was his messenger. The 
very fact that Ravana lent them his ears and believed in their boastful talk of bluster 
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proves that his ill-fated destiny had cast a dark shadow of death upon his mind and 
corrupted his wisdom so much that he could not see the truth and think rationally. ] 


soged aged forlsta: USUI aa udor | 
Pra gpqaarrofler You ASÀ caer II VII 
ual ford: WIciGUST gel onrgrad Yar | 
quit esdoid ford: Bdsit AGRI: I cll 


indrastu baddhva niksiptah putrena tava pattane | 
jitva kuberamaniya puspakam bhujyate tvaya i 7u 
yamo jitah kaladandadbhayam nabhüttava prabho | 
varuno hunkrtenaiva jitah sarve'pi raksasah ıı 811 


7-8. Your son (Meghnad) had tied Indra and brought him to our capital, bound in 
shackles. You yourself have won over Kuber (the treasurer of gods) and enjoy his air 
plane called ‘Pushpak’ (7). 

Oh Lord! You have conquered even Yam (the god of death and hell); you 
weren't afraid of his ‘Kaal Dand’ (Yam's the baton of death). You had vanquished 
Varuna (the patron god of water) as well as the entire demon race who surrendered to 
you as soon as they heard your roar and shrill cry. [To wit, when they heard your roar 
and realized that you are coming to attack them, they were so sore affright that they 
surrendered immediately without a fight.] (8). 


[Note—Ravana's exploits are described in detail in Uttar Kand, Canto 2, verse nos. 
33-60. Further, these verses also show how flatterers and sycophants can misguide 
and ruin a great king.] 


HÀ 31812121 sical Corll Gral ra Ad | 
ragà adidrserfü fepsrarost ASR: II ell 
SAAGUU ag aapi A ot: | 

diosa fepaszaipafsaol WSuSgot II Voll 


mayo mahasuro bhitya kanyam dattva svayam tava | 
tvadvase vartate'dyapi kimutanye mahasurah ıı 911 
hanümaddharsanam yattu tadavajnakrtam ca nah | 
vanaro'yam kimasmakamasmin paurusadarsane i 101 


9-10. What to talk of other great demons, even the greatest of them, the demon 
named Mayasur, had been so afraid of you that he gave his daughter to you and 
remains your vassal even till this day. 

[To wit, Mayasur not only offered his daughter to you but also undertook to be 
under your control as one of your vassals. He has, since that time, remained 
subservient to you.] (9). 

The insult and humiliation that Hanuman had subjected you as well as us to 
was due to our own carelessness, ineptitude and inertia. We thought that he is a mere 
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monkey, so what is the great idea in showing strength and valour against such a 
humble creature as him. Therefore we neglected him, and as a result we were caught 
unawares and suffered. Otherwise, how dare could he oppose us and show disdain or 
contempt for us. 

[To wit, we ourselves are to be blamed for what Hanuman did to Lanka. We 
took him lightly; we thought him to be a mere monkey who can cause no real harm; 
we took him for a jester. We are indeed sorry that we did not realize the gravity of the 
situation while there was time, and when we did realize that things were serious and 
going out of hand, it was too late by then. Oh king, what to say, for we are very sorry 
and regretful for what happened to us and our city of Lanka at the hands of Hanuman, 
but it was not because we are weak or incompetent or afraid of him, but unfortunately 
it was because we were very complacent and took things too lightly, which we now 
regret greatly, and understand that it shouldn’t have been the case.] (10). 


scguüfàriereerfarduui dor fd sarda | 

del gard: feo dor afeaar: Jail Sols I 9 211 
olroflait efc ci 21d wer shaor erfareerfct | 
SIU SIDA VAMOVA II $ ll 
Parra Ad yA ar NRI | 
PFADVIAIal ure WAV ARPA II 9 31I 


ityupeksitamasmabhirdharsanam tena kim bhavet | 
vayam pramattah kim tena vaficitah smo hanümata ıı 1111 
janimo yadi tam sarve katham jivan gamisyati | 

ajfiapaya jagatkrtsnamavanaramamanusam ıı 121 
krtvayasyamahe sarve pratyekam va niyojaya | 
kumbhakarnastada praha ravanam raksase$varam ıı 131 


11-13. Hence, if Hanuman could cheat or trick us (and inflict such humiliation upon 
us by killing our men and burning the city) because of our own negligence, inertia or 
carelessness, so what happened; how does it matter? If we had known who he was (or 
what strength he had, what he was up to, what damage he would or could do) (11)— 
how could have he gone back alive? You give us your orders—we shall forthwith 
make the earth free from all the monkeys and humans. [If you so wish then just 
command us to eliminate all monkeys and humans from the world, and your orders 
would be carried out instantly.] (12). 

Or else, you can appoint single individuals amongst us to do this job.' [To wit, 
you can either order us as a group to do what you wish, or select some individual from 
amongst us to carry out your orders. Your command would be implemented. Just say, 
and we can get rid of the enemy's army single handedly. We do not need any support, 
for we are fully capable of doing it.] 

Then, Kumbhakarn! said to Ravana, the king of demons (13)— 


[Note—'Ravana had two brothers, one was Vibhishan, and the other was 
Kumbhakarn.] 
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Roel Ural Hdl FAAA acid | 
Ol ESRI dor aireerred AsV ASIA || 2 vll 
ale uoerfer 21212cdi oflaoorrerifàr Baur | 
AAI Of ASG Sa: 2IISIIooII2ISIUITSO2 RT: l| 8 VII 


arabdham yattvaya karma svatmanasaya kevalam | 

na drsto'si tada bhagyattvam ramena mahatmana ıı 1411 
yadi pasyati ramastvam jivannayasi ravana | 

ramo na manuso devah saksannarayano'vyayah ıı 1511 


14-15. 'The course of action (or the plan) on which you have started working will 
only lead to your ruin. It was due to your good luck that the great Lord Ram did not 
see you while you were stealing Sita from his hermitage (at Panchavati). [My dear 
brother, you were exceptionally lucky that Lord Ram did not see you while you were 
abducting Sita. Do you know what would have happened had he seen you?] (14). 

Oh Ravana! If Lord Sri Ram had seen you at that time, you wouldn't have 
returned alive. Remember, Lord Ram is no ordinary man. He is Lord Narayan 
himself, the Supreme Lord of the world, the Lord who is eternal, imperishable and 
unchanging (devah saksannarayano'vyayah) (15). 


Yar serach agat aaar ererf3aott | 
ASRI IARI caeIroflcir AARM || LEI 
faufüvsfarareftet aero wert cei | 

giotar siod} ugireaerr feb ar srferserfer I 2.911 


sita bhagavati laksmi ramapatni yaśasvinī | 
raksasanam vinasaya tvayanita sumadhyama ıı 161 
visapindamivagirya mahamino yatha tatha | 

anita janaki pascattvaya kim va bhavisyati ii 171 


16-17. The wife of Lord Ram, the famed Sita, is Bhagwati Laxmi herself personified. 
He has brought her to be a medium in the destruction of the demons (16). 

Just as a large fish calls its own doom by gulping down a morsel of poisonous 
bait, you have (driven by your doomed fate) brought Janki (Sita) here. No one knows 
what will happen in future! 

[To wit, a greedy fish quickly bites the bait and gets killed, so have you too 
bitten the bait by bringing Sita to Lanka. Why, you have willingly invited your own 
doom, and no one else should be blamed for it, just as no one had forced the fish to 
bite the poisonous bait that would kill it but its own greediness motivated by its 
doomed fate.] (17). 


arfi Da Cae pArA | 
ad aa PRENI Saserferal sra gei I gll 
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cpasrcpufagd: gral araeifiregforogdia | 
old Od AHS SCA Us ACTSAVIA | 
pja arorzila vorizenfst Asfedad II 2 gil 


yadyapyanucitam karma tvaya krtamajanata | 

sarvam samam karisyami svasthacitto bhava prabho ıı 1811 
kumbhakarnavacah srutva vakyamindrajidabravit | 

dehi deva mamanujfiam hatva ramam salaksmanam | 
sugrivam vanaramscaiva punaryasyami te'ntikam ıı 191 


18-19. Though you have done a very inappropriate and unrighteousness thing by 
mistake or out of ignorance, but now be quiet and take it easy. Oh Lord! I shall set it 
right" (18). 

Hearing Kumbhakarn's word, Indrajeet (Meghnad, the son of Ravana) said (to 
his father), 'Oh Lord! Give me your permission. I shall immediately kill Laxman 
along with Lord Ram, Sugriv and all other monkeys, and come back to you soon with 
the news of success' (19). 


[Note— In this context Canto 7, verse nos. 51-70 of Adhyatma Ramayan are very 
relevant. We shall read these verses in due course while describing the war. 

Had Ravana paid heed to Kumbhakarn's sane advice now, the calamitous 
events leading to the horrible war, bloodshed, and complete rout of the demon clan 
would have been avoided. 

So, what did Kumbhakarn mean by saying “I shall set things in order"? He 
meant that he would go to Lord Ram as an emissary of the demon king Ravana, tell 
the Lord that his elder brother had done wrong by bringing Sita, and that now he 
wishes to repent and give her back to him with full honour. Kumbhakarn was so 
confident of himself that his mission would be successful, as he knew the forgiving 
and merciful nature of Lord Ram. 

But the fiat of fate wished to steer Ravana's destiny on a different and 
tangential course of collision rather than of compromise and peace, because 
immediately Meghnad intervened and countered his uncle's proposals, whereby he 
had proposed of striking a peace deal with Lord Ram, by boasting that he would go 
and kill all the enemies if his father, Ravana, orders him to do so.] 


ago ameracrgerror faefteuit gigaa aR: | 
9[lzraTuTo esc VPA: | yore oarísamitufquee: ii oll 


tatragato bhagavatapradhano vibhisano buddhimatam varisthah | 
Sriramapadadvaya ekatanah | pranamya devarimupopavistah ıı 2011 


20. Just at that time, Vibhishan'—who was one amongst the chief devotees of Lord 
Ram, and was erudite, sagacious and wise—came there. 

He was singularly devoted to Lord Ram, and all aspects of his inner being, 
such as his inner thoughts and feelings as well as his sub-conscious mind were 
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inclined towards the Lord. He bowed before Ravana’, the enemy of the gods, and sat 
down near him (20). 


[Note—'Vibhishan was the youngest brother of Ravana. 


?Vibhishan bowed before Ravana as the latter was his elder brother. So, inspite of his 
being pervert and sinful he still deserved respect due to one’s elder brother. This 
shows Vibhishan had no ill-will against Ravana, and it also shows that Vibhishan was 
courteous and followed rules of conduct. He had come to meet Ravana in full court, 
and so it was obligatory for him that he adhere to court courtesies. ] 


faciae gozargjaurifóócerrot AAAA | 
facade PARAYA gooi ure faerest: I 921 


vilokya kumbhasravanadidaityan mattapramattanativismayena | 
vilokya kamaturamapramatto dasananam praha visuddhabuddhih ii 211 


2]. Settling down in his seat, Vibhishan cast a rapid glance at all the great demons, 
including his elder brother Kumbhakarn, who were sitting around him in the court. 
All of them seemed intoxicated with arrogance and pride, and this attitude of the 
courtiers much astonished Vibhishan; he felt bewildered and appalled by their folly 
and stupidity’. He also observed that Ravana too was overcome with lust, and was 
driven mad with passions (and because of it, he will listen to no one). 

But since Vibhishan had a pure mind that was free from worldly corruptions 
(because he was a devotee of Lord Ram that ensured that his inner-self remained free 
from all worldly taints and negativities that had overwhelmed all his peers), he felt 
that it was his moral duty to give sane advice to his brother. 

Thinking thus, Vibhishan said to the 10-headed Ravana (21)— 


[Note— Why was Vibhishan confused and utterly confounded by the attitude of the 
demon courtiers? He could not understand their behaviour in the light of what had 
happened a little while ago in Lanka when Hanuman had slayed a good many demon 
warriors, killed Ravana's son Akshaya Kumar, and then burned the glorious city of 
Lanka to a dark hulk of smouldering buildings and smoking public squares. Yet these 
courtiers pretended as if nothing had happened at all; it shocked Vibhishan, and he 
was stunned at their utter disregard for reality. 

He felt very sorry for the entire demon race as a whole, and especially for his 
brother Ravana who was now so isolated from the truth and reality, reveling in his 
imaginary world of invincibility and eternity, that he seemed to live in a fool's 
paradise that was conjured up by his deluded mind that chose to obstruct Ravana's 
wisdom, rationality and prudence, and instead impelled him towards his doom by 
making him have trust and faith in those who were out to ruin him completely. 

To wit, Vibhishan felt very pity for Ravana, and he determined that he would 
do his honest best to pull the latter out of the dark well of grief and destruction into 
which he was sliding rapidly.] 


ol cpasrailogfordl d Uoiol dell arerurderato21 di | 
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forcpaarcpasil A cene: zen of 9p Afel WAAR II Rll 


na kumbhakarnendrajitau ca rajan-tatha mahapar$vamahodarau tau | 
nikumbhakumbhau ca tathatikayah sthatum na sakta yudhi raghavasya ıı 2211 


22. 'Oh king (rajan)! Kumbhakarn, Indrajeet (Meghanad), Mahaparshva, Mahodar, 
Nikumbh, Kumbh, Atikai etc.—none of them can stand their ground in front of 
Raghav (Lord Sri Ram) in the battle-field during the war’. (22) 


[Note—'To wit, when the war actually breaks out, none of these warriors, who 
pretend so haughtily now that they can crush Lord Ram and his army, would be able 
to hold their grounds. My dear brother Ravana, they are boasting to bluff you, but I 
pray that you pay heed to my advice and be wary of their loud-mouthed bluster. It is 
easy to claim big things, declare imaginary triumph, and glorify oneself while sitting 
cozily in a secure court, guarded by armed soldiers, and it is quite a different thing 
when actually facing a powerful enemy in the open field of battle. What has happened 
to your wisdom? Can you not ask these pretentious boasters what they were doing or 
where had they been when a humble monkey named Hanuman went on a rampage in 
our city, ravaging it, and causing untold destruction and havoc in it at his own 
pleasure, unopposed, unchallenged and unstopped? 

Is it not sufficient a warning signal to you of what ill fate stares at our faces in 
the wake of the developments that have occurred a short while ago with respect to 
what Hanuman did to us, and our response to him? Oh king, please wake up while 
there is still time to make amends, for it is better to be late in taking corrective 
measures than to regret forever by neglecting tell-tale signs of an impending horror 
and disaster. | 


2ftarfareroror ASPRU 9FAISA Wolof of a À AMA: | 
Add ACH ABAAA Grafs RRA ar CAP i 231 


sitabhidhanena mahagrahena grasto'si rajan na ca te vimoksah | 
tameva satkrtya mahadhanena dattvabhiramaya sukhi bhava tvam ıı 231 


23. Oh king! ‘Sita’ represents a dreadfully dangerous and terrible destiny that seems 
to have clasped you firmly in its vice-like grip. You cannot get rid of it and free 
yourself so easily in this way—i.e. in the way you are being advised by your 
ministers. [They are foolishly advising you to adopt a confrontationist and belligerent 
attitude towards Lord Ram, with an imaginary hope that you will vanquish him in the 
battle-field. You are literally digging your own grave by relying on these stupid and 
dumb-witted courtiers. ] 

You ought to return her to Lord Sri Ram with full honours; you should also 
send along with her a lot of precious gifts for Lord Ram. Thereafter, you will be free 
from all fears, and consequently feel happy and carefree (23). 


Udool 2171221 fori: CARA cigeprafsroenca IRIRI 2812197 | 
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yavanna ramasya Sitah silimukha lankamabhivyapya siramsi raksasam | 
chindanti tavadraghunayakasya bhostam janakim tvam pratidatumarhasi ıı 
24 


24. Before Lord Ram's sharp and powerful arrows spread over Lanka and pierce 
through the heads of the demons, impaling them and severing them from their torsos, 
it is prudent, wise and advisable that you surrender her to him. 

[To wit, before death and destruction descends upon Lanka and devours all the 
demons, it is prudent and advisable for you to give Sita back to Lord Ram with full 
honours. By doing this, you will save the demon race from sure and certain 
annihilation.] (24). 


*IIdooISII8II: Duell Aslan sstogdeel RAGLANO: | 


crai AAI fdorrererfoc c arae Sls PAGAL AL i sell 


yavannagabhah kapayo mahabala harindratulya nakhadamstrayodhinah 1 
lankam samakramya vinasayanti te tavaddrutam dehi raghüttamaya tam ıı 
25II 


25. Before the time those colossus, mountain-like monkeys—who fight with their 
nails and jaws using them as their arms and armaments, and who are exceptionally 
strong, powerful, dreadful and ferocious as if they are living lions—invade Lanka, 
spread through it and go berserk all over the city, you should hand Sita over to the 
Lord, who is the most illustrious king in the family of Raghu (i.e. Lord Sri Ram), as 
soon as possible (25). 
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jivanna ramena vimoksyase tvam guptah surendrairapi Sankarena | 
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26. Otherwise (i.e. if you do not return Sita and make peace with Lord Ram), even if 
Indra (the king of gods) and Lord Shiva (the third god of the Trinity) attempt to shield 
you, or if Indra and the god of death (Yama) try to protect you by lifting you in their 
laps, or even if you enter and hide yourself in the Patal Loka (1.e. the subterranean 
world) in the vane hope of escaping Lord Ram's wrath—remember that nothing will 
succeed, and you cannot hope to survive from the wrath of Lord Ram.' (26). 
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Subham hitam pavitram ca vibhisanavacah khalah | 
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kalena nodito daityo vibhisanamathabravit i 
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pratipamacaratyesa mamaiva hitakarinah | 
mitrabhavena satrurme jato nastyatra samsayah ıı 2911 


27-29. The words of sane advice given by Vibhishan, words that were truly 
auspicious, well-intentioned and meant for the all-round good and welfare of the 
demon race in general and of Ravana in particular, words that were wise, prudent, 
pure, unbiased and selfless, were, unfortunately, not received well by Ravana. 

The wicked and pervert Ravana did not accept Vibhishan's advice just like a 
person who is in the throes of death, and being destined to die he would not accept 
proper medicines prescribed by an expert doctor. Forsooth and without gainsay it 1s 
indeed truly said of a doomed creature that “When the evil Spirit has once taken hold 
of the heart and the mind of a man, it urges him on without letting him stop". 

As a consequence of being shackled by death and impelled by a doomed 
destiny, that rascal of a demon (Ravana) took affront of Vibhishan's good advice, and 
retorted disdainfully, "This fellow has been enjoying privileges and comforts due to 
my magnanimity and blessing upon him. He is nourished and sustained by me as he 
lives in my city and has a close proximity with me (because he is my sibling, my 
younger brother). 

But alas, he now has the temerity and the audacity to think it proper to talk in 
the favour of my enemy while deriding me and speaking against me who has been his 
benefactor and well-wisher all his life! How incredulous and unbelievable it is! In all 
sooth and without gainsay, definitely he is born as my enemy in the disguise of being 
my friend (and brother) (29). 
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anaryena krtaghnena sangatirme na yujyate I 
vinaSamabhikanksanti jfiatinam jhatayah sada ıı 3011 
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30-31. [Continuing his angry diatribe against Vibhishan, Ravana said spitefully—) 
This ‘non-Arya’ (“anaryena”; meaning one who is of a low birth and pedigree) and 
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thankless, ungrateful, disloyal fellow (krtaghnena) should not stay with me—it will 
be improper for me to give him shelter any longer. 

It is usually seen that people belonging to a particular caste, race, class, clan, 
vocation or profession always (Sada) wish for the destruction (vinaSa) of their own 
brethrens, compatriots, comrades or peers (mabhikanksanti jnatinam jnatayah) 
(30). 

If some other demon had said what he (Vibhishan) has said publicly, or even 
quietly uttered such words in private, I would have slayed him instantly, without 
blinking an eye. 

Oh you unfaithful wretch; shame to you (dhik tvam)! You are indeed most 
lowly, contemptible, detestable, loathsome, vile and reprehensible in the demon clan 
(raksahkuladhamam)!' (31). 
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32-34. When Ravana had said such scornful and outrageous words full of reproach 
and rancour, the most strong and valorous Vibhishan (felt indignant and embarrassed, 
so he) took his baton (the mace or the club that demons normally held while 
appearing in public) and flew (to the sky) from the court! (32). 

He was accompanied by his four ministers (who were his close aides and 
companions). Once he was safe high up in the sky (being out of reach of his 
opponents in the court as they were on the ground), he addressed the 10-headed 
Ravana angrily from there, as he was filled with disgust and was extremely dismayed 
at the response Ravana gave him for his good-intentioned advice (33)—' You put me 
to shame; you scold me most reproachfully even though I wish to tell you about your 
own welfare and good. Inspite of it, I still wish that you are not ruined because you 
are my elder brother, and hence you are like a father to me. But unfortunately, your 
death has manifested itself in the form of Raghav (Lord Sri Ram) who is born in the 
household of Dasrath (the king of Ayodhya) (34). 


[Note—'Vibhishan was so disgusted and dismayed at Ravana’s attitude and response 
that he decided to quit the court immediately to forestall further humiliation. So he 
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came out of the court and ascended to the sky. How? Well, in the ancient period of 
time, long-long back ago, during which our story is unfolding, it was possible for 
creatures to lift themselves from the ground and become air-borne like birds. Surely 
humans could not do so, but ‘non-humans’ could certainly achieve this feat. We have 
here the example of Hanuman of the monkey race and Vibhishan of the demon race. 

Later on, as we progress with the story, we shall have instances of other 
monkeys flying in the sky, as they did while crossing the ocean, and some of the 
demons too being able to fly in the sky as they did during the battles that followed, an 
example of which is Meghnad, the son of Ravana, who did it many times during the 
course of his battles. | 
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35-37. The cosmic destructive power of Nature is called ‘Kaali’, and it has revealed 
itself in the form of Sita, the daughter of Janak. Both of them (i.e. Lord Sri Ram and 
Sita) have come here to remove the burden of the world! (35). 

It is due to their delusion-creating powers that you have been inspired not pay 
heed to my words of sane advice which I speak for your own well-being and welfare". 

Lord Ram is beyond the comprehension, the grasp or the influence of 
‘Prakriti’ (cosmic aspect of Nature) (36). 

He is indeed the cosmic Consciousness that is universally present inside and 
outside all living beings in equal measure much like the ‘sky or the space element? 
that exists both within and without the body of the creature. Indeed also, Lord Ram is 
eternally pure and steady in his form and nature, though he exhibits certain character 
traits peculiar to the form he assumes in order to carry out his obligations as the 
Supreme Lord of this world. (37) 


[Note— What is the “burden of the world that Lord Ram and Sita wish to remove"? 
The cruelty and horrors of the demons who symbolized sinful and evil forces of 
creation was the 'burden' which was breaking the back of the world, for they 
terrorized all living beings, tortured them, and generally upset the cart of rule-of-law 
in the world. Under their influence and patronage, negativities of all sorts had become 
ascendant forces, while goodness and positive forces were forced to go on the decline, 
almost to the point of complete oblivion. 
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The almighty and the supreme Lord of this creation tolerated their mischief to 
a certain point, giving the demons a lot of rope in the hope they would remain within 
their limits, but beyond that point he had to intervene to restore order and calm in his 
realm and to restore the world’s confidence in him, because it was his moral duty as 
the Lord Emperor of this world that his innocent subjects, the humble and harmless 
creatures who were subjected to immense suffering under the rule of the demons, 
were given protection, and their sufferings brought to an end. 

So therefore, the Supreme Being decided to put things in order himself. But 
for this he had to come down as a human being to overcome certain conditions that 
granted immunity from death and were an integral part of the slew of boons which the 
king of the demons, Ravana, had extracted from the creator Brahma. One such 
incredulous boon was that he would be killed by none but a human being or no one 
else except a monkey would be able to defeat him in battle! This compelled the 
Supreme Being to come down as Lord Ram to eliminate the scourge of the demons. 
(Refer: Adhyatma Ramayan, Baal Kand, Canto 2.} 

But who was Sita? She represented ‘Kaali’, the Mother Goddess who is tasked 
by the Lord to eliminate evil forces in this creation. She represents the cosmic Shakti, 
the cosmic powers of Nature that is responsible for maintaining balance of the various 
forces in creation. To wit, if the scale is tilted towards the side of evil forces at the 
cost of causing immense suffering to the creatures who are unable to restore the 
balance themselves, then this Mother Goddess is obliged to intervene on behalf of her 
suffering off-springs. It is just like the case of an ordinary mother who loves all her 
children equally, but in case if one or two of them become a nuisance for the entire 
family and the neighbourhood then any conscientious mother would herself take steps 
to punish such son who had become evil and offending. So therefore, Sita represented 
this ‘Kaali’. 


*To wit, since the Supreme Being has decided to get rid of you, he has invoked 
his delusion-creating powers to benumb your wisdom so that you fail to see what is 
good for you. It is a tool that the Lord uses to prepare the offender before the final 
strike to eliminate him just like a surgeon would first use a dose of anesthesia to numb 
the part of the patient’s body he wishes to operate upon so that the patient does not 
feel the pain of the operation. 


?Lord Ram represents the supreme Brahm, the cosmic Consciousness that is uniform 
and non-dual in its essence. But this ‘consciousness’ appears to adopt different 
characteristics in line with the different role it plays in this creation. It is like the case 
of the ‘sky’ that is uniform and unchangeable, but it appears to have different shades 
of colours, and appears to be dark or sun-light due to many extraneous factors that are 
not its essential nature but are nevertheless a part of it. So likewise, though the 
Supreme Being who is known as Brahm is essentially invisible, formless and without 
specific attributes, yet when the same Brahm assumes a form, in this case of a human 
being known by the name of ‘Ram’, he is obliged to adhere to the norms, traits and 
characteristics applicable to the form that he had voluntarily decided to assume—.e. 
that of a human being. 

So he has a wife, he grieves for her when she is stolen, he collects an army to 
defeat the evil king who has stolen his wife in order to recover her, and he fights a 
war and even gets wounded in the battles. All these things create a smoke-screen of 
illusions, making it appear that Lord Ram was one of the many great princes and 
kings the world history has witnessed. But for an enlightened and realized man, the 
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fact is different, for he sees behind this smoke-screen to know the truth; he knows 
who Lord Ram actually was, why Sita was abducted, and why the war of Lanka was 
fought. To wit, he understands that Lord Ram was actually a personified form of 
Brahm, that Sita was his Shakti or cosmic powers, that the Lord had to eliminate the 
demons who were terrorizing the world, and for this purpose he had to maneuver 
things in such a way that the purpose of his coming down to earth could be fulfilled— 
so he got Sita abducted by Ravana, corrupted his wisdom so much that he would 
never see reason, and then eliminated the cruel demons using a war to rescue Sita as 
an excuse. | 
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38-39. Just like the same great life-giving primary force of Nature that manifests 
itself in the form of the latent ‘fire’ (heat) that lends warmth to this world and enables 
all living things, such as the many different forms of plants, to survive in myriads of 
climates and habitats, and just like a primarily colourless crystal seems to have so 
many colours in it because of the myriads of colours present in its surroundings, so is 
the case with the Atma, the essential ‘true self? of all living beings. 

This Atma is pure Consciousness which has a cosmic presence; it is a subtle 
and sublime entity that is formless, invisible, constant, unchanging and universal, a 
unique entity that has no attributes specific to it. But when this same formless Atma 
assumes a ‘form’ by entering a physical body, making this body its habitat, it allows 
itself to be surrounded by the characteristics of its new habitat, the physical body, 
which however is constituted of the ‘five Koshas’ or the five sheaths’. 

When this happens, it is natural and obvious that the essentially attributeless 
Atma assumes the attributes of the body in which it comes to abide, and as long as it 
tarries in this particular body it will continue to exhibit the characteristic of that 
body”. (38-39). 


[Note—'The gross body of a creature consists of ‘five sheaths’, and these form 
concentric rings around the Atma that lives ensconced at the center. The result is that 
when an observer looks at the Atma and tries to understand its primary form and 
nature he is unable to see its reality, because he sees the Atma not directly but through 
the five layers that surround it, and consequentially the characteristics of these five 
layers or sheaths that enclose the Atma will collectively modify the view of the Atma 
as observed by the seer, and affect the primary nature of the Atma as understood by 
the observer. 

To wit, the Atma becomes corrupted and tainted in direct proportion to the 
corruption and taints present in its surrounding sheaths. So therefore it follows that the 
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same Atma that lives in all living beings, the Atma that lends an identity to a creature, 
comes to acquire many different names and characteristics. Hence, one person is good 
and the other is bad; one man appears to be sinful and the other righteous. The fact is 
that it is their ‘physical body’ that is either good or bad, sinful or righteous, and not 
their primary ‘self that is represented by the Atma which is pure and uncorrupt 
consciousness. 

In a similar fashion, it is the physical gross body that dies and takes birth, and 
not the Atma for it is eternal, immortal and imperishable, it neither dies nor takes 
birth. The Atma merely changes one location to migrate to another when the physical 
body dies; this explains why the creature takes repeated births. 


Now, let us have a quick glance at these ‘five Koshas’ or the five sheaths that 
constitute a creature’s gross body in which the Atma lives. 

Atma—tThis is the pure-self, pure consciousness which is a microscopic 
reflection of the vast macrocosmic soul. The Atma provides life or consciousness to 
the inert layers of matter consisting of the five elements of air, water, space, fire and 
earth which crystallize to form the five coverings or sheaths around the pure Atma, 
and together (the Atma and the five sheaths) they create what we call the living being, 
whether plant, animal or humans. 

The Panch Kosha or the five sheaths covering the Atma are as follows—(1) 
The food sheath; (11) the vital air sheath; (iii) the mental sheath; (iv) the intellectual 
sheath; (v) and the bliss sheath. 

The Food Sheath—It is the physical body and derives its name because it is 
nourished by the food eaten by the creature. It consists of 5 organs of perception 
(eyes, ears, tongue, nose, skin) and 5 organs of action (hands, legs, mouth, genitals, 
anus). 

The Vital Air Sheath—It is the five-fold faculties of perception (seeing, 
hearing, smelling, tasting, touching), excretion (faeces, urine, sperm, sputum, sweat 
etc.), digestion (stomach, intestine, liver, pancreas, gall bladder, appendix), circulation 
(blood stream, artery, vein, capillary, heart) and thinking (the power to entertain, 
absorb and assimilate new information and thought). 

The Mental Sheath—It consists of the equipment which receives external 
stimuli through the sense organs and links it to the organs of action. Integrated 
response of body to the stimuli is done through the mind sheath. It is a continuous 
flow of thoughts. 

The Intellect Sheath—It acts as a controlling mechanism over the mind; It 
regulates, filters and modifies the response to the various stimuli. It has the 
discriminatory power which the mind, left alone to itself, lacks. 

The mental and intellect sheaths have no physical form. They are like the 
softwares of a computer vis-a-vis the food and vital sheaths which resemble the 
hardware paraphernalia of the entire system. 

The Bliss Sheath—It is the innermost sheath surrounding the Atma/the soul. It 
consists of ‘inherent tendencies’ or ‘Vasanas’ before they are manifested into 
thoughts or actions. The intellect, mind etc. perform under the guidance and control of 
the bliss sheath. It is so-called because an individual experiences relative bliss, peace 
and tranquility when he is associated with it. 


^The metaphors and similes used in these verses to represent the changing 
characteristics of the Atma are self-explanatory. There is so much variation and 
variety in the plant kingdom that it seems difficult to believe that in the beginning all 
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these myriads of plants are merely what is known as a ‘seed’. What mystery is hidden 
inside this seed that one produces a small blade of grass or a creeper and the other 
gigantic trees that seem to touch the sky. There are plants growing under the water, 
there are plants growing in the parched desert, there are plants growing on rocks of 
mountain sides, and there are plants growing on soft soil; there are plants growing in 
all sorts of climates and seasons, having so much variety in their forms and 
characteristics and life-cycles that an entire branch of science known as botany is 
dedicated to them. But the underlying live-infusing force that keeps all plants alive is 
the same. 

The same principle applies to the member of the animal kingdom, the subjects 
of the zoological realm. No matter what their names and forms are, the same Atma 
lives inside the bodies of all living creatures. But depending on the form and other 
features, these creatures are known by different names and species. But for a wise and 
enlightened person, the universal form of all these creatures is one, and it is called the 
Atma. | 
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40-41. Therefore, the same Lord whose primary form is the cosmic Atma, which is 
nothing but pure Consciousness that is eternally free from all attributes associated 
with this gross world, appears to have the characteristics of a living being when the 
Lord decides to assume a form and acquire a gross physical body of a human being. 

[To wit, when the Parmatma, the supreme Atma, reveals in the form of the 
Jiva Atma, the individual living being, the former has to play the role of the latter to 
perfection—because the Atma is perfect. So when the Supreme Being decided to 
become Lord Ram, a human being, he had to behave like a human being. He can't 
behave like the Supreme Being in his form as Lord Ram.] 

Since the eternally uniform and unchanging Brahm has revealed himself in the 
form of this creation with its many facets and variations, changing from the subtlest to 
the grossest forms, he is also known by different names, such as Kaal (time, death, 
both of the gross world as well as the universe), Pradhan (the chief Lord of the world, 
both at the universal level and the individual level of a kingdom or any geographical 
realm), Purush (the primary male; the cosmic Male as well as the individual male) and 
Avyakta (one who cannot be described, who is beyond comprehension, one who 
invisible, one who is unquantifiable and beyond qualifications). (40) 

Though Brahm himself does not take birth or dies, he presides over this 
creation, overseeing its birth and death, in his form as the Purush and the Kaal 
respectively. 
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[To wit, as the ‘Purush’ he is the Father of this world as he gives birth to it. As 
‘Kaal’ he regulates the end of the same world that he has created as its Father.] (41) 
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42-43. The same Lord who is ‘Kaal’ personified has come in the guise of Lord Sri 
Ram to kill you at the behest (i.e. on the prayers) of Brahma. The supreme Lord God 
is true to his words, so how can he forgo his promises that he had made to the Gods'? 
(42-43). 


[Note—'The Lord God had promised the gods that he would personally come down 
to earth as Lord Ram to eliminate the demons who had terrorized the gods and the 
earth. This being the case, it is certain that Ravana would be killed, for the Lord has to 
keep his words. This is the reason why Ravana's wisdom won't allow him to see the 
correct path, because if Ravana sees the correct path and returns Sita to Lord Ram 
then he would be spared death, and that would mean the Lord failed to keep his 
words.] 
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44-45. Therefore, it is for certain that Lord Ram will kill you along with all the 
soldiers and their sons, and decimate your army with all its war paraphernalia, such as 
its many war machines (chariots, catapults, battering rams, etc.). 

Oh Ravana! I cannot afford to see the ruin and total annihilation of the entire 
demon race at the hands of Lord Ram; I can't gather myself to become a witness of 
decimation of my race; I can't stand the sight of Lanka crumbling to rubble. Hence, I 
am going to Raghav (Sri Ram)'. After I go from here, you can enjoy life and its 
comforts for a long time in your palace.' (44-45). 


[Note— What does Vibhishan mean by this statement that seems he is contradicting 
himself, for on the one hand he says he would not like to see the demon race being 
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annihilated by Lord Ram, and then says he is going to join the Lord though he is 
certain that Lord Ram is sure to destroy the demons? Well, he means that he cannot 
remain in Lanka to become a mute spectator and witness of the destruction of the 
demon race. He would rather go behind the enemy lines of Lord Ram from where he 
would not be able to see the actual ruin taking place in Lanka, right before his eyes, 
for he would be far away from the spot of destruction. He does not want to repeat his 
bitter experience of watching Lanka being burnt by Hanuman and not being able to do 
anything about it. 

Vibhishan is feeling very sad and distraught in his heart, but he has no choice. 
He can’t prevent the war, and this means he would be forced to see a sure destruction 
of the city of Lanka and witness mass bloodshed that will follow in the wake of the 
war. So it is better for him to quit the sight of this bloody mayhem and retire to a 
place which will obstruct this macabre view from him. ] 
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46. In this manner, Vibhishan left his household, abandoning all its material contents 
and renouncing all its comforts because he was publicly rebuked and humiliated by 
Ravana who scornfully reproached him. Thereafter, Vibhishan went to Lord Ram 
with total peace of mind, a contented heart and a clear conscience, to serve the lotus- 
like feet of the Lord (46). 


[Note—The reason why Vibhishan has gone to join Lord Ram's camp obvious here. 
Firstly, he wished to save himself from almost certain death at the hands of Ravana or 
other demons if he now remained in Lanka because he has openly sided with Lord 
Ram who was considered as an arch enemy of the demons as is clear by his own 
Words in verse nos. 44-45, 24-25 of this Canto, and verse no. 5 of Canto 3. 

Secondly, he was publicly humiliated by his elder brother (Canto 3, verse nos. 
3-5), and he did not like this rough treatment in the front of all the courtiers. Had 
Ravana scolded him in private then perhaps Vibhishan would not have minded it so 
much as he did when he was scorned at in full public view. 

But the point to remark here is this: Vibhishan had not gone to join Lord Ram 
simply because he was highly devoted to him, but because circumstances forced him 
to do so. The fact is that he changed sides as a clever move to save himself from 
Ravana's wrath. 

To wit, Vibhishan failed to remain loyal to the demon kingdom and his own 
brother Ravana; no other demon, whether he was an ordinary soldier or one who had 
special place in the hierarchy of the army and society, had deserted Ravana, though 
many of them had not agreed with him and had even at times openly chided him for 
his evil doings. 

Inspite of this apparent taint to his otherwise good character, credit should be 
given to Vibhishan that he did not wish to be a helpless witness to an unjust war that 
would lead to the calamitous destruction of the city of Lanka and cause untold misery 
for its inhabitants. It also goes to his credit that he did his best to try and make the 
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stubborn Ravana see reason and end his confrontationist approach to Lord Ram, 
although he failed in his attempt, even inviting personal humiliation in the process. 
Then he had shown due respect to his elder brother by bowing before the latter, both 
before and after the meeting. He had finally chosen to take the side of righteousness 
and probity rather than of sinfulness and evilness, though that would mean renouncing 
his own home and its comforts on the one hand, and going down in history as a 
betrayer of his own brother and committing treason on the other hand, because 
Vibhishan had played a crucial role in the war by divulging secrets of Lanka and the 
ways by which the chief demon commanders, including Ravana himself, could be 
killed as the war progressed. | 


SÍA SAGER AA ARIS e Lgs fedl: 
Bot: 1I 21 


iti Srimadadhyatmaramayane umamahesvarasamvade yuddhakande dvitiyah 
sargah II 21 


Thus ends Canto 2 of Yuddha Kand (Lanka Kand) of Adhyatma Ramayan that 
narrates the conversation between Lord Shiva and his divine consort Uma. 


Adhyatma Ramayan, Lanka Kand, Canto 3, verse nos. 1-48: 


qR: Ber: I 
fazIa 3dra | 


fo arererorerrfatatfogfàr: Ag | 
SMI Tol WHAAFIR AAAI: I NII 
3cdoara sit: zarfaror Wat 21oflacitaor | 
Aaeeei A GRecdidsitwer: I1 ell 
ONG YI ORASE Ad YRUI A: | 
BaP dell Sd Ae MAGAAHO: I 31l 


utrtiyah sargah ıı 
Srimahadeva uvaca | 


vibhisano mahabhagascaturbhirmantribhih saha | 
agatya gagane ramasammukhe samavasthitah ıı 11 
uccairuvaca bhoh svamin rama rajivalocana | 
ravanasyanujo'ham te daraharturvibhisanah ıı 211 
namna bhratra nirasto'ham tvameva saranam gatah | 
hitamuktam maya deva tasya caviditatmanah ıı 311 
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1-3. Lord Shiva said—'Oh Parvati! Thereafter, the fortunate Vibhishan, 
accompanied by his four ministers, came and stood in the sky in front of Lord Ram 
(1). 

Vibhishan raised his voice loud enough to enable the Lord to hear him clearly. 
He said, 'Oh Lord, the lotus-eyed Sri Ram! I am the younger brother of Ravana who 
has abducted your wife (2). 

My name is Vibhishan. I have been thrown out of the kingdom by my own 
brother after being rebuked, insulted and publicly humiliated by him. That is why I 
have come to seek shelter and refuge in your feet. Oh Lord! I had spoken for the 
welfare of that ignorant fellow (Ravana) [but instead of heeding me he chose to scold 
me and kick me out]. (3). 


[Note—(1) Verse no. 3 above and 5 below clearly tell us the reason for Vibhishan 
joining Lord Ram's camp. After being subjected to public scorn and humiliation by 
Ravana in open court, Vibhishan had no choice except to protect his dignity and self 
respect by turning away from Ravana. Please also see Canto 2, verse no. 46. 

(ii) The way Vibhishan has come to meet Lord Ram here in ‘Adhyatma 
Ramayan’ is very different from the way he is mentioned to do so in Tulsidas' epic 
‘Ram Charit Manas’. Here he has come directly by the sky path and presented himself 
before Lord Ram, but Tulsidas' version says that he had stopped outside the camp, a 
messenger was sent to the Lord to inform him of Vibhishan’s arrival, and then he was 
called to present himself and his credentials before the Lord. Refer: Ram Charit 
Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-3 that precede Doha no. 43; and Doha no. 
44 along with Chaupai line nos. 1-2 that follow it.] 


afai Use Ase QUAI Yor: Tor: | 
3cplsfu of PUN PICA A: II vil 
Sod Al XIg3IsIIGII UIGdgI8ererret: | 
asku adug: Sal erra VI 
rada HAS ARI: OUI MA: | 


fuaa: grat Yoftal araerergdia il SII 


sitam ramaya vaidehim presayeti punah punah | 

ukto'pi na $rnotyeva kalapaSavasam gatah i 411 

hantum mam khadgamadaya pradravadraksasadhamah | 
tato'cirena sacivaisScaturbhih sahito bhayat ıı 5n 

tvameva bhavamoksaya mumuksuh saranam gatah | 
vibhisanavacah $rutva sugrivo vakyamabravit ıı 611 


4-6. I have told (advised) Ravana repeatedly “you should send Vaidehi (Sita) to 
Lord Ram", but being under the spell of impending death, he wouldn't listen to any 
sane and rationale advice (4). 

Presently the wretched and lowly demon rushed to kill me with a sword. Then, 
out of fear, I took four of my ministers with me (5), and in order to free myself from 
the shackles of this mundane existence, I renounced every worldly attachment that I 
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had with my family and home, and decided to finally come to seek shelter and refuge 
in your feet.’ 
Hearing these words of Vibhishan, Sugriv said to the Lord (6)— 


[Note—Verse no. 6 gives another reason for Vibhishan coming to Lord Ram. It 
highlights the fact that a creature seeks the shelter of the Lord and wants to take 
refuge with him when it is scorned, rebuked, insulted, castigated and humiliated by 
the world, by those whom the creature had hitherto called his own kith and kin. This 
selfish scorn and reproach fills the creature with indignation and grief, which 
motivates him towards the virtues of renunciation, detachment and dispassion. The 
creature finally turns towards the Lord, seeking protection and succour from his 
miseries. 

Such events had turned the cruel robber Valmiki into becoming a great sage, 
and made prince Dhruv into a great devotee of the Lord.] 


favararat of ct 2141 ARIA Ase: | 
2flaracdifderqur 2raureeiroroit aft I vil 
Alois: aÀ fara» foreforeerfcr | 
TORIA À Gd MORERA II cll 


vi$vasarho na te rama mayavi raksasadhamah | 
sitaharturvi$esena ravanasyanujo ball n 71 
mantribhih sayudhairasman vivare nihanisyati | 
tadajfiapaya me deva vanarairhanyatamayam ıı 811 


7-8. Sugriv said to Lord Ram—'Oh Lord Ram! We should not believe (or rely upon) 
this imposter and wicked demon who may have come here with some malefic 
intentions, because demons are by birth very deceitful, cunning, and full of dirty 
tricks. 

(If he had been somebody else, it would have been a different case, but—) He 
is the younger brother of the abductor of Sita i.e. Ravana. Moreover, he looks strong 
and powerful (1.e. he does not appear to be someone in great distress, someone who 
had been suffering under the tyrannical rule of the demon king Ravana, for he looks 
well-fed, healthy and strong) (7). 

He is accompanied by armed ministers. I have strong doubts about his 
intentions and integrity; I apprehend that he will kill us whenever he finds us alone 
and gets a chance. So, oh Lord, if you give me your permission I shall get him killed 
by the monkeys! (8). 


[Note—'Expressing his great uneasiness and dread of Vibhishan, Sugriv, the king of 
the monkey army and a close aide of Lord Ram, advised the Lord to be very wary of 
him as he was, firstly, a demon by birth, and demons are by their nature very cunning, 
selfish, ruthless and untrustworthy; secondly, he was the brother of Ravana who had 
abducted Sita, the Lord's wife, and so can't be trusted; and thirdly, he was 
accompanied by armed ministers who could strike and kill them once they manage 
enter the camp of the Lord's army by some stratagem. 
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Sugriv is of the view that it would be very dangerous and almost suicidal to 
allow Vibhishan, who happens to be a brother of their arch enemy Ravana, to come 
and join their ranks, because if he has come with malefic intentions to spy then his 
entry into the Lord’s army would make it very vulnerable. All the secrets and 
strategies of the Lord’s army would be susceptible to leakage as they would be known 
by the demon camp, as Ravana will have his own spy right in their midst. This would 
like digging one’s own grave. 

So it would be wiser to either imprison Vibhishan, or kill him for being a spy 
of the enemy, the demon king Ravana. ] 


Add eife A Wet Ggee feb PAd ag | 
9[car 3joftaaaoi za: ARAARA II SII 
acheter Uv cila»ror Adfol ASARO | 
forfdrorefot igoe Bouts forfararelar: I goll 
AÀ MISMI cci AOR WSR II 9 1I 


mamaivam bhati me rama buddhya kim ni$citam vada | 
$rutva sugrivavacanam ramah sasmitamabravit 11 911 
yadicchami kapi$restha lokan sarvan sahesvaran | 
nimisardhena samhanyam srjami nimisardhatah ıı 101 
ato maya'bhayam dattam S$ighramanaya raksasam ıı 1111 


9-11. Oh Lord Ram! I think this will be a proper and wise course of action. What is 
your decision in this connection? Do tell us'. 

Hearing these words of Sugriv, Lord Ram smiled and replied politely (9), 'Oh 
the best amongst the monkeys (kapisrestha)! If I wish, I can destroy the entire world 
along with its Lokpals (patron gods and guardians of the world) in half a second 
(nimisardhena samhanyam), and I can create them equally easily in another half a 
second (srjami nimisardhatah)'. Hence, you should not worry at all. I am giving this 
demon ‘freedom from fear’ as a blessing. So go and bring him here soon (10-11). 


[Note— There is no wonder in this claim of Lord Ram as he was a human 
manifestation of the Supreme Being who has the actual power and the real ability to 
do what he claims here he could do. What Lord Ram means is that Sugriv need not 
have any fear of Vibhishan, for if the latter tries to play any dirty tricks against 
anyone in the Lord's camp then he would be punished immediately, and the Lord 
alone is able to carry out this punishment should the need arise at any point of time. 
But, on the other hand, if Vibhishan has good intentions and has come to surrender 
himself before the Lord then it becomes obligatory for him to accept Vibhishan 
notwithstanding his birth as a demon and irrespective of the family to which he 
belongs.] 


ued YUookkd aard a erae | 
3raret Ada GGA GA AF II 22l 
WA ddoi Year Aoflal ECARRI: | 
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fosftuvrarenonedl GARAR WAG II 2 3il 


sakrdeva prapannaya tavasmiti ca yacate | 

abhayam sarvabhütebhyo dadamyetadvratam mama ıı 1211 
ramasya vacanam Srutva sugrivo hrstamanasah | 
vibhisanamathanayya darsayamasa raghavam ıı 1311 


12-13. It is my established tradition (it’s my vow, it's a principle, a practice or rule of 
thumb that I always follow—“vratam mama") that anyone who comes to me and 
says even once 'Lord, I am yours', and asks for freedom from fear, I make it sure that 
he is granted fearlessness from all the issues that worry him' (12). 

Hearing these words of assurance from Lord Ram, Sugriv immediately 
brought Vibhishan, cheerfully and without having any more doubts in his mind, and 
introduced him to Raghav (Lord Ram) (13). 


fatura Amergo gfürucer 2912121 | 
ZAG Ad saree A RAA: Il 9 vil 
Wa GAs FASS YAooksdRAUS DSI | 
ofA loc AJANA AAAA ll VV 
PAPAYA sical Fad Asya Il 91 


vibhisanastu sastangam pranipatya raghüttamam | 
harsagadgadaya vaca bhaktya ca parayanvitah i1 1411 
ramam $yamam visalaksam prasannamukhapankajam | 
dhanurbanadharam $antam laksmanena samanvitam ıı 1511 
krtanjaliputo bhütva stotum samupacakrame ıı 1611 


14-16. Vibhishan prostrated himself (sastangam pranipatya) before Lord Ram, the 
Lord who was the most illustrious member of king Raghu's family (raghuttamam), 
to show his respects to the Lord even as he became delighted and overwhelmed with 
excess of joy and happiness (harsagadgadaya vaca). 

He began to say prayers with an emotionally chocked throat and an 
overwhelmed heart which was full of devotion (for the Lord) (14). 

Lord Ram had a dark complexion (Syamam), had broad eyes (viSalaksam), 
his lotus-like face was eternally benign and cheerful (prasannamukhapankajam), he 
held a bow and an arrow in his hands (dhanurbanadharam), and he was an image of 
peace, tranquility and serenity (Santam). 

While saying his prayers, Vibhishan had folded his hands and joined his palms 
as a mark of submission and supplication (krtafijaliputo bhütva stotum) in honour 
of Lord Ram and his younger brother Laxman who was sitting near the Lord 
(laksmanena samanvitam) (15-16). 


fatuo sarc | 
AAS WA Wolog old: Blasio | 
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SRA GUSHIGUS ARA APAA |] VII 


AAISOodel Modi AARIIN | 
3roftafárgrer a À Wo Ua of: I $c 


vibhisana uvaca | 

namaste rama rajendra namah sitamanorama | 
namaste candakodanda namaste bhaktavatsala i 171 
namo'nantaya $antaya ramayamitatejase | 
sugrivamitraya ca te raghünam pataye namah ıı 1811 


17-18. Vibhishan said, 'Oh the King of kings, Lord Ram! I bow before you (to pay 
my respects and honour). Oh the one who resides in the heart of Sita! I bow before 
you. Oh the invincible and formidable archer! I bow before you. Oh the one who is 
exemplarily compassionate, benevolent, munificent, endearing and a singular 
benefactor of his devotees! I bow before you (17). 

I bow before Lord Ram who has no end and a beginning, who is an image of 
tranquility, peace and serenity, who is one of his only kind, who is unique and 
matchless in his splendour, radiance and brilliance as he glows in divine energy and 
his majestic cosmic powers, who is a friend of Sugriv, and who is the most illustrious 
Lord and a Leader of the great family of king Raghu (of Ayodhya) (18). 


sieIgcufciorrelroti DRI ASIAA | 
AelaeeRasoMfsorszeikel A A: II 991i 
caaicclordl Ua casta ferférarourr | 
cdaroct forgrorzeroi FAcoraRscasia fà II oll 


jagadutpattinasanam karanaya mahatmane | 
trailokyagurave'nadigrhasthaya namo namah i 191 
tvamadirjagatam rama tvameva sthitikaranam | 
tvamante nidhanasthanam svecchacarastvameva hi i1 201 


19-20. I repeatedly bow before you who are a great and exalted Soul, who are the one 
who causes this creation to come into being as well as to come to an end, who is the 
great Guru (teacher, preceptor, guide or advisor of all the creatures in this world, the 
Lord who is most wise, erudite, sagacious and enlightened) of the entire world 
consisting of three divisions (such as the subterranean, the terrestrial and the celestial 
worlds), and who is a householder since time immemorial’ (19). 

Oh Lord Ram! You are the cause of creation and existence of this world, and 
at the end you are the place where everything goes back”. You move around as per 
your own wish (20). 


[Note—'The Lord has been called a “householder” (grhasthaya) because he is the 
cosmic Father from whom this creation has come into being. So therefore, like any 
other father is, the Lord is visualized as the cosmic Father of a household called 
‘creation’, the living world of which he is the guardian and caretaker like a normal 
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father is for his family. Brahm is associated with Nature which is the cosmic form of 
the ‘household’ of the Supreme Being. Being the Father of this creation, Brahm has 
been taking care of it since the beginning of the world; he looks after it as any 
householder would look after his family. In other words, the Lord sustains, nourishes 
and takes care of this world ever since its creation. In this cosmic role he is called 
Lord Vishnu, and it is Lord Vishnu who has manifested himself as Lord Ram. So the 
link is easy to establish—Lord Ram is Lord Vishnu, who in turn is Brahm, the cosmic 
Father who created and sustains this entire creation. 


“To wit, this creation originates in you and at the end of its tenure it merges in you. It 
is because you represent the Absolute Brahm, the cosmic Consciousness and the 
Truth of this creation. This ‘Truth’ exists before and after this visible world; it 
precedes and follows this world. 

The best example to understand this phenomenon in this: The waves in the 
ocean rise from its surface, these waves then rise high into the sky, move for long 
distances, and when their energy is spent and time comes for rest the waves fall back 
into the same ocean from which they had risen, only to rise again after a time lapse. 
Likewise, this creation arises from Brahm, runs its course, and then collapses back 
into Brahm, only to remerge once again when sufficient energy is collected afresh. ] 


AAA I RAA Wa | 
TIRIPA HAOL AI ororosrer: [12 21 
CdoARRM CASIO ACANA AATA: | 
A quueroc UTYVeA MICAS Il 22l 


caracaranam bhütanam bahirantasca raghava | 
vyapyavyapakarupena bhavan bhati jaganmayah 112111 
tvanmayaya hrtajnana nastatmano vicetasah | 
gatagatam prapadyante papapunyavasatsada ıı 2211 


21-22. Oh Raghav (Lord Ram)! You pervade both inside and outside the whole 
creation consisting of the five elements (space, air, fire, water, earth). As a result, the 
whole universe appears to be a manifestation of your own self; it is am image of you! 
(21). 

Those persons who are foolish, lowly, stupid and ignorant, those whose 
wisdom, intelligence and powers of discrimination have been eclipsed by delusions 
and the illusion-creating force called Maya, are constantly and repeatedly arriving and 
departing in this mortal gross world’ (22). 


[Note—'To wit, you pervade uniformly in this creation; you are present both inside as 
well as outside this creation; there is nothing in this creation that escapes you. Since 
this creation is said to be constituted of the five basic elements known as space, air, 
fire, water and earth that form its building blocks, much like bricks are in any 
conventional building, it follows that these five elements are nothing but your five 
subtle forms via which you build each unit of this creation which has two aspects, viz. 
the invisible aspect and the visible aspect. 
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*Those persons who do not know the truth and reality of this creation, who do not 
know that the creation consists of nothing but these five elements operating in 
different ratios, with so many permutations and combinations that give rise to mind- 
boggling varieties of creatures, both animate and inanimate, in this world, think of 
themselves as somebody who has an independent existence, somebody having an 
identity and name of one’s own. They forget that if they are subjected to fine analysis 
it would be found that they are a combination of these five elements, and nothing 
more. And, as has been stated herein above, these five elements are one or the other 
manifestations of the Lord’s subtle forms. 

This “Lord” refers to the cosmic Consciousness that lends the element of ‘life’ 
to this otherwise inane, inert and lifeless creation. This ‘Consciousness’ is a uniform 
entity; it neither takes birth nor dies. Hence, if one is self-realised and enlightened he 
would immediately understand that there is no question of a creature taking birth and 
dying. ‘Birth’ of creation at the macrocosmic level, and of the individual creature at 
the microcosmic level, happens when a particular set of circumstances bring together 
these five elements that interact and form bonds linking them together in different 
permutations and combinations. Likewise, ‘death’ occurs when, due to some reason, 
these bonds break and the elements fall apart. 

So therefore, if a person becomes wise, self-realised and enlightened, he 
would understand that ‘death’ simply means that his ‘true self, i.e. the pure 
consciousness that resides in his gross physical body consisting of the above 
mentioned five elements, has moved out from its present habitat, the gross physical 
body that ‘dies’, which means the bond between these five elements have broken and 
they have reverted to their original form, thereby freeing the consciousness from this 
cage. In the same manner, ‘birth’ means that the consciousness comes to live in a 
product produced by a combination of these five elements. That is all there is to it.] 


TAAR ORGÍA otfépeorsor A | 
ardoa SIRIA Soi ARMAN No 1123 


cdGsIIoIIc3gI UDI: UFGReIeilen | 
zad fena Aal g:zaygror fae i evll 


tāvatsatyam jagadbhāti śuktikārajatam yathā ı 
yavanna jfiayate jfianam cetasānanyagāminā 112311 
tvadajfianatsada yuktah putradaragrhadisu | 

ramante visayan sarvanante duhkhapradan vibho ıı 2411 


23-24. As long as (i.e. till the time) a person does not concentrate his faculties and 
realises your true form representing pure enlightenment, wisdom and truthful 
knowledge, as well as pure consciousness, it is only till then that he continues to 
regard this world as being true just like silver appears to line the inside of an oyster 
shell! (23). 

Oh Vibho (ie. the Lord who is omnipresent, almighty, all-pervading, 
magnanimous and eternal)! It is because the people are ignorant of you and your true 
form that they are engrossed in and infatuated or attached with their worldly relations 
such as sons, wives and their homestead etc. They mistakenly try to find happiness 


1036 


and peace in the objects of this material world, which ultimately gives them sorrows 
and anguish that have no end? (24). 


[Note—'The moonlight reflects from the oyster shell's inner layer and it appears to 
simmer with a silvery light, giving the impression that the shell is lined by a film of 
silver on its inside. But it is only an optical illusion. 


?To wit, the real reason why the living being suffers from so much misery and grief in 
this world is that he is attracted towards and attached to this gross material world. 
This creates a chain of desires, a sense of possession, of jealousy and greed, and of 
grief at its loss.] 


cdífdroglsf3orelait 281i ASUA crerifórcr: | 
PRY TI Sgad YSNA i WII 
Tao RRRA SCM zer: YÀ | 
cd fda adoro aa erar casta fè II esll 


tvamindro'gniryamo rakso varunasca tathanilah | 
kuberasca tatha rudrastvameva purusottama ıı 2511 
tvamanorapyaniyam$ca sthülat sthülatarah prabho | 
tvam pita sarvalokanam mata dhata tvameva hi i| 2611 


25-26. Oh ‘Purshottam’ (an address used for Lord Vishnu, the cosmic Male form of 
the Supreme Being; the Father of creation; literally meaning the Lord who is the most 
exalted and the best amongst all males)! You are Indra (the king of gods), the Agni 
(the patron god of fire), Yam (the patron god of death), Niruti (one of the many forms 
of Vishnu; the Lord who protects; the Lord of good luck), Varun (the patron god of 
water), Vayu (the wind god), Kuber (the treasurer of gods) and Rudra (one of the 11 
forms of Shiva; the form of Shiva that brings an end of the existing world) (25). 

Oh Lord! You are smaller than an atom, and larger than the greatest of 
universes. You are the Father and the Mother who not only nourishes this creation but 
who bears its burden too! (26). 


[Note— It will be obvious that these present and preceding verses are describing the 
primary and cosmic form of Lord Ram, a form that is known as Brahm. This ‘Brahm’ 
is the supreme Consciousness that infuses or injects ‘life’ into this creation. Brahm, 
the cosmic Consciousness, is the only entity that actually matters in this creation, 
because if this *consciousness' is removed from the world, nothing remains in it 
except lifeless floating bodies of inert gases and hard rocks, which are of no 
consequence or of any worth. There would be no ‘life’ in this creation if there is no 
‘consciousness’ in it. This ‘consciousness’ at the individual level of a creature is 
called a Jiva, the living being or the creature, and at the cosmic level it is called 
Brahm, the Supreme Being, the Parmatma. 

When applied to Lord Ram it means that the Lord is a manifested form, at the 
microcosmic level of creation, of the un-manifested Brahm that exists at the 
macrocosmic level of the same creation. 
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Further, in order to carry out different functions of creation smoothly, the 
same Brahm has manifested himself in different forms known by different names, 
such as Indra, Agni, Varun, Vayu, Kuber, Niruti etc. All of them are singly and jointly 
responsible for running the affairs of this creation. 

These chief gods and junior gods are like the many ministers and courtiers and 
magistrates working under a great King; they act in the name of the King and hold 
authority at the pleasure of the King. Since the King cannot personally look after all 
the myriad functions of a large and extended kingdom, he delegates his royal 
authority to these office bearers who are all answerable to the King. The main 
objective in this arrangement is to ensure smooth working of the affairs of the 
kingdom. Likewise, Brahm is the King of this creation, and these many gods are his 
ministers, courtiers and magistrates authorized to carry out the duties of Brahm on his 
behalf. ] 


anfáareerodfàa: uf3uvitscereilsegrr: | 
cá urférarozf&cierer:9jtgferafatar 11 owl 
QAI GCI ISA d ordorscd Aloe | 
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adimadhyantarahitah paripūrno'cyuto'vyayah | 

tvam panipadarahitasScaksuhsrotravivarjitah il 2711 
śrotā drasta grahita ca javanastvam kharantaka | 
kosebhyo vyatiriktastvam nirguno nirupasrayah ıı 2811 


27-28. You are without a beginning, a middle or an end; you are changeless, uniform, 
complete, eternal, imperishable and limitless. You do not have a physical body with 
limbs and various organs (such as hands, legs, eyes, nose etc.). [This clearly alludes to 
the cosmic form of Brahm that is invisible and formless. ] (27). 

But still, oh the slayer of the demon Khar (kharantaka), you are the one who 
hears all, sees all, accepts all, and are very swift in your movement, 

You are free from the trapping of the physical gross body consisting of the ‘5- 
Koshas"". 

You are Nirgun (formless, without any attributes, invisible and immeasurable), 
and therefore you have no physical abode? (28). 


[Note—'To wit, though you don’t have a visible ear yet you hear everything that is 
said; though you don't have a physical eye yet you see everything. 

Similarly, though you don't have a visible hand yet you accept everything 
offered to you; though you don't have a physical leg yet you can go wherever you 
please. 


?The ‘5-Koshas’ or the five sheaths that constitute a creature's gross body have been 
explained earlier when we were reading Canto 2, verse no. 39 of Adhyatma Ramayan 
in this section. 


?To wit, the Lord's primary form is known as Brahm whose subtle and sublime form 
is cosmic Consciousness that pervades throughout this creation. On the other hand, 
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Brahm’s less subtle form is manifested as the five elements, such as space, air, fire, 
water and earth. Since Brahm pervades in this creation uniformly by means of either 
of his many above mentioned forms, it cannot be said that he is present only in one 
specific place; Brahm is present everywhere uniformly, here and there; within and 
without. | 


Piod forfdeaorat foray PRR: | 
ARAS: uw: YP: ua: II Sll 
ARRI MEAR AAT SA AMER | 

sircqi rai forejuraroi deurar ANo: || 3o1l 


nirvikalpo nirvikaro nirakaro niri$varah | 
sadbhavarahito'nadih purusah prakrteh parah ii 2911 
mayaya grhyamanastvam manusya iva bhavyase I 

jfiatva tvam nirgunamajam vaisnava moksagaminah ıı 301 


29-30. You have no parallel or alternative. You are eternal, limitless and faultless. 
You are without a form and attributes. You have no one who would order you to do 
anything, as you are the Supreme Lord of this creation. You are free from the so- 
called six emotions that the Consciousness gets associated with in this world’. You 
are beyond Nature. And you are the eternal Purush (29). 

You appear to be an ordinary human because of the illusion created by your 
Maya (the delusion creating powers of the Lord). The Vaishanavs (those who worship 
Lord Vishnu and treat him as the supreme Lord who manifests in the form of various 
incarnations to rid the world of evil and vices) attain emancipation and salvation by 
worshipping you as the Lord who is Nirgun (without attributes) and who has no birth. 
[They worship the eternal Lord Vishnu who has no attributes.] (30). 


[Note—' The 6 Vikaars or faults or shortcomings or imperfections of the body are the 
problems associated with this gross world that has a physical origin, takes a birth and 
ultimately ends or dies. Naturally they are not applicable to the supreme Lord who 
does not take birth and does not die. These so-called ‘Vikars’ can be classified in 
various ways as follows:- 


Generally and broadly speaking, they are the (1) problems associated with birth, (2) 
problems associated with growth, (3) problems associated with consequences of deeds 
done and actions taken by a creature in this world, (4) problems associated with 
gradual decay and decline of the body and its functions, (5) problems associated with 
old age and its attendant horrors, and (6) problems associated with the ultimate 
destruction and end of everything that relates to the creature. 


These six Vikaars or faults can also be interpreted as the six emotions that cause a 
fault in the otherwise immaculate nature of the Consciousness. they are the 
following—(1) The concept of *birth or origin': When the Consciousness thinks that it 
has taken a birth as a creature it is tainted by the first fault. This is because it is eternal 
and imperishable; hence it has no birth or origin. (ii) The concept of ‘decay or end’: 
This is directly related to the first concept, i.e. since the Consciousness is eternal and 
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infinite, there is no question of its end and decay. (iii) The concept of ‘development 
and growth’: Similarly, since Consciousness is uniform and unchanging, there is 
neither the question of its development or growth. (iv) The concept of ‘doing deeds’: 
Since the Consciousness has no physical body, it does no deeds. (v) The concept of 
‘enjoying or suffering’: The Consciousness neither suffers nor enjoys anything as it is 
uniform and not attached to any sort of worldly emotions or material things. It also 
does not get involved in doing any deed, and consequentially it has nothing to feel 
elated or worry and feel sorry about the result of such deeds, good or bad. (vi) The 
concept of ‘I or Me or Mine’: Since Consciousness is different from the gross 
physical body of a creature that the world recognizes as the identity of a person, since 
this Consciousness is the true identity of an individual instead of his gross body, and 
since this Consciousness is detached from the gross physical world and its sense 
objects, a wise and enlightened person never says “I or Mine or Me". 


According to verse no. 18, Canto no. 3 of Maitreyu-panishad of Sam Veda, the 6 
faults associated with a creature are—(i) birth and its attendant torments, (11) existence 
and its accompanying problems, (iii) contradiction of the mind leading to unrest and 
perplexities, (vi) developments and their attendant problems, (v) decay, e.g., disease 
of the body, and (vi) destruction, e.g., death. 


One will observe that the life of a creature is a continuous graph of sorrows, 
sufferings and pains of one or the other kind. It is only when the creature realises the 
truth of existence and who he really is that he begins to disassociate himself from the 
body and the world, and thus is able to break free from this seemingly interminable 
cycle of horrors. Refer Mudgal Upanishad, Canto 4, verse nos. 6-7 of Rig Veda 
tradition; Varaaha Upanishad, Canto 1 verse nos. 8-9 of Krishna Yajur Veda tradition; 
the Naradparivrajak Upanishad of Atharva Veda, Canto 7, verse no. 1; and Adhyatma 
Ramayan of Veda Vyas, Lanka Kand, Canto 3, verse no. 29. 


The Rig Veda's Mudgal Upanishad, Canto 4, verse no. 6 enumerates the six great 
faults or flaws in the emotional setup of a creature— (1) endearments; (ii) taking 
birth; (iii) to enhance, increase or develop; (iv) to change; (v) to decay, 
decompose, degenerate and become decrepit or to decline in stature, 
health, body, fame, development etc.; and (vi) destruction and annihilation 
(6). 

The Rig Veda's Mudgal Upanishad, Canto 4, verse no. 7 enumerates the six 
great faults or flaws, known as the ‘Urmies’, that torment the creature and cause him 
endless miseries and pain—"The 6 ‘Urmies’ (pains, afflictions, agonies and 
sorrows) of the creature are the following— (i) hunger; (ii) thirst; (iii) 
misery/grief; (iv) Moha (attachment, infatuation, ignorance, delusion); (v) 
old age; and (vi) death." 

The Param Hans Upanishad of the Atharva Veda tradition, in its paragraph no. 
6 affirms that a self-realised and enlightened Sanyasi who has achieved the exalted 
stature of Param Hans is free from the six faults called Urmis and Vikars. 

The Naradparivrajak Upanishad of the Atharva Veda tradition, in its Canto 7, 
verse no. 1 describes that a Sanyasi (a renunciate monk or mendicant or hermit or 
friar) must overcome the six Vikaars of his mind and should not allow them to create 
any consternation for him. 
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According to the Varaaha Upanishad, Canto 1, verse nos. 8-9 of the Krishna 
Yajur Veda tradition, there are six faults or six Urmis associated with all those entities 
that take a birth and have a gross body. Now let us examine them:-- 


“verse no. 8 = All those things that take a birth (and therefore die or perish, and hence 
are mortal and non-eternal and transitory) have six inherent faults or shortcomings of 
perception in them. 

These faults are the following—(i) That there is an ‘Asti’—i.e. to be in 
existence. [This is a major fault because whatever that exists in this world is an 
illusion created by the mind just like the existence of water seen in a desert mirage, 
ghost in the dark, a serpent in the rope, change in the moon’s surface during the lunar 
cycle, two or more suns when seen as an image in more than one mirror, the sun or 
moon being devoured by some imaginary demon during eclipses, the rising or setting 
of the moon or the sun, etc. There is another interpretation of the term ‘existence’—it 
is the existence of 'duality', the conception that there are two independent entities 
such as the Jiva or the living creature and the Parmatma or the Supreme Being, or the 
conception of ‘you’ and ‘me’, or ‘this’ and ‘that’. This is against the fundamental 
tenet of Vedanta which lays stress on ‘non-duality’ of everything which briefly states 
that whatever that exists is but one single non-dual Brahm revealed in that form. 
Therefore, the concept of ‘Asti’? has an erroneous, a fallacious and ill-conceived 
foundation. Anything founded on errors of perception or misjudgment is bound to be 
faulty, distorted, and away from the reality and truth. 

(11) That there is a *Jaati' —i.e. birth. This relates to the conception that there is 
a birth and that things are freshly born or reborn again. [This is a fault also because of 
two reasons. One, if anything does not exist as asserted by the first clause, then the 
question of its being born or dying does not arise. And two, even if we were to treat 
everything as Brahm personified—because it would be difficult to deny things 
physically seen and witnessed—then it is forgotten that Brahm does not take a birth, 
for it is eternal, infinite, imperishable and the ‘one without a birth’. Therefore this 
very conception of having a birth has no sound footing; it is faulty. It is an upshot of 
faulty perception of the reality of Brahm and Truth.] 

(iii) That there is a ‘Vardhan’—1.e. there is increase, enhancement, expansion, 
growth. This relates to the conception that an entity increases, enhances, grows or 
develops. [This is a fault because for one, ‘truth’ never grows and develops, it is 
always constant, universal, uniform and never changing; and two, ‘Brahm’ also does 
not grow or enhance or develop or in any way change because it is the ultimate Truth 
in creation, and ‘Truth’ does not change.] 

(iv) That there is a *Parinaam'—4.e. result or consequence or effect or sequel. 
This relates to the conception that there is a sequel, a consequence, an affect, an 
upshot, an outcome, a result, a follow up or a fruit of certain deed that was done in the 
past. [This arises out of the fundamental error that one is the doer of anything, that 
therefore there is a consequence, a result or sequel of that deed—either good or bad— 
which cannot be avoided and must be either enjoyed or suffered. This is a 
fundamental error of conception because one is not a doer of anything because all 
deeds are done by the physical body which is not the ‘self? of the person, for this 
‘self? is the pure consciousness called the Atma that lives as a distinct entity inside the 
body as its resident. Further, since there is no truth in what is seen in this world, the 
question of there being a birth, development and an end does not arise, and 
consequentially the question of anything being a Parinaam of any deed done in the 
past life also does not arise.] 
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(v) That there is a ‘Kshaya/Kchaya’—1.e. decay and decline. This relates to 
the conception that there is a stage called the last stage when there is decay and 
decline. [This is an error arising out of the pervious errors because anything that is 
eternal, infinite, imperishable and truthful, for instance Brahm, never decays or 
declines, nor does anything that really does not exist, like this illusionary world, can 
ever decay or decline. It is all imaginary, delusory and false.] 

(vi) That there is a ‘Naash’—1i.e. destruction and ruin. This relates to the 
conception that there is finally destruction or termination. [This fault is a derivative of 
the earlier faults.] (8). 


“verse no. 9 = The six Urmis or faults of the body are the following—(i) ‘Ashanaaye’ 
or hunger, the need to eat, and therefore the need for food (along with all the 
accompanying problems such as worrying about its production, safety, storage, 
procurement, cooking, proper digestion etc.); (11) Pipaasa or thirst, and the desire to 
drink and therefore the need for liquids to quench the thirst (which create the same 
sort of problems that are associated with the need for food; (iii) Shoka or grief, 
distress and dismay (which have a profound negative impact on the overall mental, 
psychological and general metabolic health of the body); (iv) Moha or to have strong 
attractions or longing for anything or anyone, to be emotionally attached with 
anything, to be deluded, to be held under magical spell of anything or to be under its 
charm, to hallucinate as a result of these emotional faults (all of which makes a man a 
virtual serf of his emotions and tied down to the object of his adoration, thereby 
robbing him of his independence and peace, and more often than not becoming the 
cause of his interminable sufferings); (v) Jaraa or old age and its attendant decline of 
the body leading to its decrepit and weakened physical state when the body loses its 
strength, vigour and stamina, thereby becoming a burden on the person; and finally 
(vi) Mritu or death of the body. All these factors create an immense amount of 
discomfort and horrors to the person (i.e. to the Atma that is the true identity of the 
person) to whom this body belongs. [In other words, as long as the person continues 
to have the erroneous conception that this body is 

Then there are six Koshas or coverings or structural features of the body. Now 
I shall tell you about them. [The Koshas are listed in verse no. 10.] (9). 


There also other six faults that are considered as enemies of a man—Kaam (worldly 
passions, lust, desires and yearning), Krodha (anger, indignation, wrathfulness, 
vengeance, seeking retribution, leading to spite and ill temper), Lobha (greed and 
rapacity), Moha (ignorance based delusions, worldly infatuations, attractions and 
attachments), Mada (egoism, arrogance, haughtiness and hypocrisy) and Matsarya 
(envy, jealousy, malice, anger and wrath)—Trefer Mudgal Upanishad, Canto 4, verse 
no. 4 of Rig Veda tradition; and Varaaha Upanishad, Canto 1, verse no. 10 of the 
Krishna Yajur Veda tradition. 


According to Mudgal Upanishad, 4/7 of the Rig Veda tradition, the six delusions, 
called ‘Urmi’, that create fear, sorrows, agonies, sufferings and pains to a creature are 
the following:--(1) hunger, (2) thirst, (3) grief, (4) Moha (worldly attachments, 
illusions, entrapments), (5) horrors of old age, and (6) death. 


*Here the word “Purush” refers to the Viraat Purush, the cosmic Male, the Supreme 
Being who is known as the Father of creation. It also refers to Lord Vishnu, the 
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cosmic manifestation of Brahm, and the Lord who had revealed himself in a human 
form as Lord Ram. | 


aé cdculo2rgfepbfor:gjvff urer Ia | 
Scola sirorerlercer 2iferanatgafleqo | 3211 
oa: MAUA 2121 Oa: PPDA | 
UA ARAF GS Hi ARRIA Il 3211 
ad: Yoo: Yara ARIA APARA: | 
a? quisa aga arbe: AGISTIASA II 331I 


aham tvatpadasadbhaktinihsrenim prapya raghava | 

icchami jfianayogakhyam saudhamarodhumisvara i 311 
namah sitapate rama namah karunikottama | 

ravanare namastubhyam trahi mam bhavasagarat ıı 3211 
tatah prasannah provaca $riramo bhaktavatsalah | 

varam vrnisva bhadram te vafichitam varado'smyaham ıı 331 


31-33. Oh Raghav (raghava); oh Lord (I$vara)! I wish to climb up the stairs (or steps 
of the ladder) represented by having pure ‘Bhakti’ for your lotus-like holy feet so, that 
by-and-by, I can reach the pinnacle of the royal palace called ‘Gyan Yoga’. 

[To wit, I wish to have pure devotion for your holy feet and worship you as a 
means of attaining a higher level of spiritual awareness that comes with enlightenment 
and self-realisation. This would help me to coordinate all my spiritual efforts for the 
final realization of blessedness, bliss and beatitude, which in turn would grant my soul 
eternity, and provide me with liberation, deliverance, emancipation and salvation.] 
(31). 

Oh the best among those who are merciful, munificent, benevolent and 
compassionate (karunikottama)! Oh Sita's husband Lord Sri Ram (sitapate rama)! I 
repeatedly bow reverentially before you (namah -- namah). Oh the slayer and the 
vanquisher of Ravana (ravanare)! I bow before you and reverentially pray to you 
(namastubhyam). I am suffering from the horrors and torments of this mundane 
world which is like an ocean difficult to cross; please save me from being drowned in 
this ocean (trahi mam bhavasagarat) (32).’ 

Then Lord Sri Ram, who is endearing, munificent and benevolent towards his 
devotees and passionately loves them (Sriramo bhaktavatsalah), felt very happy, 
and said to Vibhishan delightedly, 'Oh Vibhishan! You be blessed. I wish to give you 
a boon. So ask for whatever you desire' (33). 


[Note—It has been clearly established in verse no. 31 that devotion and worship are 
merely steps to climb up the ladder leading up to Gyan—which is self realisation, 
enlightenment and wisdom as well as acquisition of true knowledge about the reality. 
Hence, the Bhakti is a means to attain Gyan, and not an end in itself. ] 


fastar sara | 
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HASRA oipeisRa odawrisRa ya | 
cdculgagiodd fagrpisRa of 2i9rr: I S¥Il 
od Aceon dol oa AAE: fA: | 
oa AAEN cies wa cdoalefcotor. Il 39I 


vibhisana uvaca | 

dhanyo'smi krtakrtyo'smi krtakaryo'smi raghava | 
tvatpadadarsanadeva vimukto'smi na samsayah ıı 3411 
nasti matsadrso dhanyo nasti matsadrsah sucih | 
nasti matsadrso loke rama tvanmirtidarsanat ıı 3511 


34-35. Vibhishan was overwhelmed with gratitude towards Lord Ram. He replied, 
'Oh Raghav (Lord Ram)! I am indeed extremely blessed, privileged and fortunate; I 
have attained the rewards of all my good actions and virtuous deeds. Forsooth, I feel 
fully satisfied and contented, and whatever I had ever desired (or was destined to get) 
I have got them all. I have already become emancipated and liberated from the 
shackles of this mundane world by the virtue of having a ‘Darshan’ of your holy feet. 
[Oh Lord, since I have been blessed by the good fortune of being able to have a divine 
glimpse of your holy feet, I have had all that I desired for in my life. So therefore, 
there is nothing more left for me to desire.] There is no doubt about it (34). 

Oh Lord Ram! There is no one more privileged, more fortunate and more 
blessed than me because I have had the Darshan of your beautiful, attractive, 
charming and magnificent image. Now there is no one in this world who can compare 
himself with me. [To wit, in all sooth and without gainsay, how fortunate and lucky I 
am indeed! Say, oh Lord, what would I want after this rarest of rare reward? Surely 
nothing! ] (35). 


cpalsiotIfdoiT9IIer cdosilol ARPA | 
rageli RARI a Sf A 2gorogot II 3£II 
of Ud Wa 2Iolog, Jad ARRAT | 
AMIGA AH! ARPA ASRA À II 3911 


karmabandhavinasaya tvajjňānam bhaktilaksanam | 
tvaddhyanam paramartham ca dehi me raghunandana ıı 3611 
na yace rama rajendra sukham visayasambhavam | 
tvatpadakamale sakta bhaktireva sadastu me ıı 3711 


36-37. [Now Vibhishan makes his request—] Oh Raghunandan (literally, the 
illustrious son in the family of king Raghu; i.e. Lord Ram)! In order to destroy the 
fetters that bind me to my deeds and actions in this world, give me, as a blessing or 
boon, your ‘Bhakti’ (the grand virtues of devotion, worship, dedication, adoration, 
reverence, fellowship and follower-ship) which can lead me to achieve enlightenment, 
wisdom and true knowledge about you as well as help me meditate/concentrate and 
focus my mind and its attention on your spiritual and non-worldly form (i.e. attain 
‘Gyan Yoga’)! (36). 
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Oh the King of kings, Lord Sri Ram (rama rajendra)! I do not desire any 
happiness or comfort arising out of the worldly sense objects that pertain to this 
mundane, materialistic world. My only desire is that I must have abiding love, 
devotion, affection, reverence, dedication, adoration and faith in your lotus-like feet.' 
(37). 


[Note—'In verse no. 31 herein above we have read that “Bhakti is a ladder that leads 
to Gyan Yoga". This is what Vibhishan alludes to here.] 


anfareeracadr Yor: dicit 2121: lard 21812121 | 
QUT ARIN ct AG 282i AA PAAR II 3c 
Ago yodo Aroni ARIA | 
eoul 2flae Aei RRIA of HRI: I Sil 


omityuktva punah prito ramah provaca raksasam | 

$rnu vaksyami te bhadram rahasyam mama niścitam ıı 381 
madbhaktānām praśāntānām yoginām vitaraginam | 
hrdaye sitaya nityam vasamyatra na samśayah ıı 391 


38-39. Saying 'so be it (omityuktvā)", Lord Ram became pleased with that demon 
named Vibhishan, and said to him affectionately, 'Oh gentleman (bhadram)! Listen. I 
shall tell you one of my most certain tenets, a secret principle known only to a blessed 
few (rahasyam mama niścitam) (38). 

There is no doubt that I, along with Sita, reside in the heart of my devotees 
who have a tranquil, placid, serene and calm mind (madbhaktānām prasantanam), 
who are dispassionate and detached from this mundane and deluding world consisting 
of materialistic objects (vitaraginam), and are deeply involved in practicing Yoga 
(meditation, contemplation and concentration on my true form and their own true 
self —"yoginam") (39). 


[Note— The monosyllabic word “Om” is used as a prefix to invoke the authority and 
power of Brahm, the Supreme Being, while blessing Vibhishan. It is because Om is a 
synonym for Brahm, and by invoking this word a seal of divine intervention is affixed 
on the blessing granted by Lord Ram to Vibhishan. It means that what the Lord says 
cannot be undone.] 


Aa Adal ood: APAIA: | 
Al £cIIcdr ARRA forcer ARAARAPRI II voll 
zdtgsracuóerg fere: errrrofu | 


AcYicel aE ARR AAI I ¥ 1l 


tasmattvam sarvada santah sarvakalmasavarjitah | 
mam dhyatva moksyase nityam ghorasamsarasagarat ıı 4011 
stotrametatpathedyastu likhedyah $rnuyadapi | 
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matpritaye mamabhistam sarupyam samavapnuyat ii 411 


40-41. Hence, by remembering and concentrating on me, by always remaining 
peaceful, serene, calm, tranquil and placid, as well as being sinless and keeping away 
from vices, misdeeds, bad thoughts, misdemeanours and unrighteousness of all kinds, 
you will be able to cross this formidable world-like ocean, and attain emancipation 
and salvation (which is your desire—see verse nos. 31-32) (40). 

Those persons who read, write or hear this Stotra (hymn or prayer of 
Vibhishan) to please me, attain the exalted stature of being one with me (i.e., they 
merged their soul with me)' (41). 


SAA cigatut gra ARIA arcparfcpatror | 
uoerfécacroflirdu AA AoA Weird II ¥2II 
SMR slavganla AAR ARI | 
Macdoga seis aof Afo I ¥3il 
Udo Hell A arigroei Died | 

Sard ASAAN &IIoIIe*I PAAA AL Il vvll 
SPREI ANAP 2a mufer: | 

ORAM AAs AANA: i veli 


ityuktva laksmanam praha $riramo bhaktabhaktiman | 
pasyatvidanimevaisa mama sandarsane phalam i 4211 
lankarajye'bhiseksyami jalamanaya sagarat I 
yavaccandrasca siryasca yavattisthati medini 11 431 
yavanmama katha loke tavadrajyam karotvasau | 
ityuktva laksmanenambu hyanayya kalasena tam i 4411 
lankarajyadhipatyarthamabhisekam ramapatih | 
karayamasa sacivairlaksmanena visesatah ıı 4511 


42-45. Having said this to Vibhishan, Lord Ram told Laxman, 'Oh Laxman! Have 
you seen (observed) the fruit or the reward of having my Darshan? (42). 

Bring some water from the ocean—lI shall anoint Vibhishan on the throne of 
Lanka right now. As long as the sun, the moon and the earth exist, and as long as my 
stories are narrated in this world, he shall rule over the kingdom of Lanka! 

Saying so, Ramapati (literally the ‘husband of Laxmi’; i.e. Lord Vishnu in his 
incarnation as Lord Ram) had Laxman bring water of the ocean in a pitcher and got 
him (Vibhishan) anointed on the throne of Lanka by his ministers, and specially by 
Laxman (who was acting on the behalf of Lord Ram) (43-45). 


[Note—It is to be remarked here that Lord Ram did not perform the anointment 
ceremony himself but got it done through Laxman who was acting on his behalf. At 
the time of Surgiv's anointment in Kishkindha, Sri Ram had found an excuse that he 
cannot go to a city for the remaining of the 14 year exile period. But there were no 
such constraints here at the ocean shore. He could have done the anointment himself. 
The plausible reasons are—(1i) Since only a king is empowered to anoint someone 
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when he conquers another kingdom, Sri Ram could not do so for 14 years of exile 
period when he was not a king. (11) He wanted Laxman to have importance in the 
hierarchy so that his orders are given due weight during the forthcoming conflict. (iii) 
To tell Laxman subtly that he gives him a lot of strategic importance besides love and 
affection. 

In Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line nos. 8-10 that precede Doha 
no. 49 too we read that Lord Ram had anointed Vibhishan as the next king of Lanka. 

Lord Ram did this to assure Vibhishan that he means what he says—i.e. he 
will surely restore his rights and dignity back to him by appointing him the next king 
of Lanka once the war is won, its incumbent king Ravana eliminated, and Sita was 
freed. From the point of view of military strategy too it was well-planned by Lord 
Ram to gain unflinching allegiance and solid loyalty of Vibhishan, because the latter 
saw his only hope if he remained loyal to Lord Ram during the war vis-à-vis his 
brother Ravana who had kicked him out of Lanka, insulting and totally disinheriting 
him. So, if Ravana survived, Vibhishan would be doomed; on the other hand if Lord 
Ram prevails, he would get back his lost honour and rights to the throne. 

Therefore, what little uncertainty may have lingered in the mind of Vibhishan 
as to the side he should be loyal to, the matter was settled in favour of Lord Ram for 
good.] 


«ig anfeafer c ad arorzrsqeegeteret | 


MD 2.45 € 


3joftalsfü Rao fasitworereng¢di it vet 
FAU aer Ad Bee RAIHA: | 


fapgaaredg IRENA ATAI WORST | 


Uae Ídorrgt cd Aske SAAS II vul 


sadhu sadhviti te sarve vanarastustuvurbhrsam | 
sugrivo'pi parisvajya vibhisanamathabravit ii 4611 
vibhisana vayam sarve ramasya paramatmanah | 
kinkarastatra mukhyastvam bhaktya ramaparigrahat i 
ravanasya vina$e tvam sahayyam kartumarhasi ii 4711 


46-47. At that time, all the monkeys, who were witnessing the interaction between 
Lord Ram and Vibhishan, felt very happy and elated at this benevolent gesture and 
noble outlook of Lord Ram. They exclaimed unanimously, ‘It is so great; it is indeed 
so noble and great for the Lord’! 

Sugriv embraced Vibhishan and said (46), 'Oh Vibhishan! All of us are 
servants (devotees, followers, subordinates) of Lord Ram who is Parmatma (supreme 
Soul; the Lord God) personified. Still, you are the chief amongst us because you have 
taken his shelter and sought refuge with him out of your pure devotion for him (see 
verse nos. 31-32) (whereas I have sought his refuge due to my self interest)'. Now, 
you should help us to destroy (i.e. kill or overcome) Ravana.' (47). 


[Note— Though both Sugriv and Vibhishan had taken shelter or sought protection 
from Sri Ram because both were tormented by their respective brothers, but there is a 
slight difference. Sugriv had never given Baali a chance to see reason and surrender 
before Sri Ram. In fact, Sugriv wished to avenge Baali because he had thrown him 
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out of the kingdom and had kept his wife. On the other hand, Vibhishan had tried his 
best to make Ravana see reason and had tried to rationalise with him but was instead 
publicly rebuffed by Ravana. 

Further, Ravana had treated Vibhishan’s wife Sarma with due respect 
behooving her status as his sister-in-law, and this was not the reason for Vibhishan 
surrendering to Sri Ram. Though it is true that Sugriv had shown a lot of wisdom after 
Baali was slayed and had wished to renounce the kingdom, but that was after he had 
squared up his account with his brother. When both Sugriv and Vibhishan are put on 
the scale, it tends to tilt more in favour of the latter than the former in this particular 
aspect, though both were betrayers of their respective brothers. But their reasons for 
such betrayal were different. 

Another point is this: Vibhishan was a noble soul from the vary beginning and 
he had asked for ‘wisdom and righteous thinking’ as a boon from Brahma when he 
was pleased by the former’s Tapa (apropos: Adhyatma Ramayan, Uttar Kand, Canto 
2, verse nos. 18-19). Once again, he sought ‘Bhakti and Gyan’ as well as deliverance 
from this mundane world of transmigration as a boon from Lord Ram himself 
(apropos: Adhyatma Ramayan, Lanka Kand, Canto 3, verse nos. 31-32). 

Sugriv’s life has no such episode; he sought Lord Ram’s support only to 
square up his personal account of revenge with his brother Baali (apropos: Adhyatma 
Ramayan, Kishkindha Kand, Canto 1, verse nos. 45-73, and Canto 2, verse nos. 2-7). 

Hence, we conclude that Vibhishan was a better devotee of Lord Ram as 
compared to Sugriv.] 


fasftwor sara | 
3ré fepellol AERA WA RACHO: | 
ID q GRa PRASE ATAI ATAI AGU II vell 


vibhisana uvāca | 
aham kiyan sahayatve ramasya paramatmanah | 
kim tu dasyam karisye'ham bhaktya saktya hyamayaya ıı 4811 


48-49. Vibhishan joyously exclaimed, "What, and how, can I be of any help to Lord 
Ram who is the supreme Soul (Parmatma, the Lord God himself)! Still I shall do my 
best to honestly serve the Lord and render whatever service I can for the Lord, 
without having any sort of deceit, conceit and craft in my mind and heart' (48). 


3K K K K K K K 2K K 


Section 9.4: Geetawali Ramayan 
{Geetawali Ramayan, Sundar Kand, verse nos. 23-45. } 


This episode of Vibhishan coming to surrender before Lord Ram and seeking refuge 
and shelter with the Lord, and the amiable way he was welcomed by Lord Ram and 
cheerfully accepted by him as one of his own ministers and devotees has been 
beautifully and poetically narrated by Goswami Tulsidas in his classic ‘Geetawali 
Ramayan’, in its Sundar Kand, verse nos. 23-45. As is the usual pattern adopted by 
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Tulsidas while writing Geetawali Ramayan, the focus here is on the depth of devotion 
which Vibhishan had for the Lord, and it being the sole reason why he was accepted 
by the Lord without asking any further questions. 


Details of why Vibhishan was forced to leave Lanka and join Lord Ram’s camp have 
been narrated in verse nos. 23-25; his state of mind as he quitted Lanka, full of hope 
of finding refuge and succour with Lord Ram, is described in verse nos. 26-30; his 
arrival at Lord Ram’s camp and the discussions that were quickly held between the 
Lord and his advisors as to the wisdom and the prudence of admitting him, with the 
Lord deciding in Vibhishan’s favour and welcoming him warmly is narrated in verse 
nos. 31-35; the actual meeting of the Lord with Vibhishan and how the latter was 
dumb-founded and emotionally exhilarated by the warmth and affection with which 
he was received by Lord Ram which made Vibhishan regard himself as the most 
fortunate being in this world is narrated in verse nos. 36-45. 


So, now let us start reading Geetawali Ramayan and see how it describes this episode 
of Vibhishan being accepted by Lord Ram in his camp. 


NTdUTGD] AST 
WT SIRHTGNI 


(5 / 23) 


am 4f ga, gA aa wem 
TEX Ford Ae, Ay cbfü PTA | 

ana dub wed Vea WR eA 11 
WA Br, ARa ay, afer—arerefe, 

wrferbr Wad ? We Get val «D Un | 
oral + oR, Geax Hears, 

qv sas agma eI 211 
waa wur use at wel Ge faz | 

qap « elg gaa Jg- | 
gett oat fav, werd we fea 

Qua, Ade ws 88 UN UB 311 
































ravanaki mantrana 
raga asavari 
(5/23) 


a'e dekhi düta, suni soca satha-manamaim. 
bahara bajavaim gala, bhalu kapi kalabasa. 
moso birasom cahata jityo rari ranamaim.. 1.. 
rama chama, larika lasana, bali-balakahi, 
ghaliko ganata? richa jala jyom na ghanamairn. 
kajako na kapiraja, kayara kapisamaja, 
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mere anumana hanumana hariganamaim.. 2.. 
samaya sayani mrdu bani rani kahai piya! 

pavaka na ho'i jatudhana benu-banamaim. 

tulası janaki di'e, svamisom, saneha kiye 

kusala, nataru saba hvaihai chara chanamaim.. 3.. 


Ravana's Council-I 


Verse no. 5/23—[When Lord Ram's formidable army landed on the soil of Lanka, 
Ravana summoned his ministers and sought their advice for the next course of action. 
All of them were flatterers and sycophants, telling Ravana what he wished to hear 
instead of giving him wise council. Then his wife Mandodari tried to dissuade him 
from entering into a bloody war for senseless cause, against a formidable enemy with 
which he has no chance to win. 

These developments are also narrated in Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, 
from Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 6—to Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes 
Doha no. 8.] 


Ravana's spies had come back after seeing (during their reconnaissance mission) Sri 
Ram's army’. Hearing their report, that hypocrite and wicked fellow was worried 
internally, but overtly he boasted, ‘Ah! Impelled by death, these bears and monkeys 
want to get victory in battle over a brave and valorous one like me!” (1). 

[ Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, from Chaupai line no. 8 that 
precedes Doha no. 51—to Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes Doha no. 56. 

"Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, from Chaupai line no. 4 that 
precedes Doha no. 56—to Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 57.] 


Lord Sri Ram is emaciated (because of sorrows of Sita's separation); Laxman is still a 
boy; the son of Baali (Angad) is ruinous and fatal for his own clan (because he is 
taking sides with Sugriv, his uncle, who had got his father Baali killed): who bothers 
about him; Jamvant (the aged bear chief) is impotent or inconsequential like a rain- 
less cloud (because of his old age); Sugriv has no stature (because he is a betrayer of 
his own brother and got him killed due to his greed for the crown); and the whole of 
the monkey community is coward. 

Yes, in my opinion, there is only one monkey among them all who is really 
brave and full of valour—and that is Hanuman! (2). 


Tulsidas says that at this opportunity, the most wise queen Mandodari spoke with a 
sweet voice, ‘My dear! Do not become a fire in the forest of bamboo represented by 
the demons. [To wit, like a single spark of fire readily destroys a forest of bamboo 
trees, likewise your single stubbornness would destroy the entire demon race. Say, 
what sense is in 1t?] 

It is wise to return Sita back to Sri Ram and make peace with him. Otherwise, 
everything would soon be ruined in a fraction of a moment.” (3). 

Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, from Chaupai line no. 2 that 
precedes Doha no. 6—to Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 8.] 


(5 / 24) 
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amas amr ffr wa wg Hel È | 
"Warez naes, Alta "erf, 

wots Vea vrdfeil ome Yat S11 11 
aema GPT A Gd P, 

arg—ae Ara sfó «ef ép 21 
ERI cB, Ufa Ga Areal ub Hed, 

ae e weg, TSI «uh gel VI 211 
ad, R ogee ser free, 

win u—arerpft HPT em cet BI 
cat eerte, AAAA der art, 

wnr aR aia wg aaa S11 311 
‘RA A fedele sy TE, IAAT, 

"ENTSI—SIRN] A wie, WE wel E | 
ger} mè RAA o fqedi ay, 

‘wae 8 ae, oft defer eir eet 811 411 









































(5/24) 


apant apani bhamti saba kaha kahi hai. 
mandodari, mahodara, malavana mahamati, 
rajaniti pahumica jahamlaum jaki rahi hai.. 1.. 
mahamada-andha dasakandha na karata kana, 
micu-basa nica hathi kugahani gaht hai. 

hamsi kahai, saciva sayané mosom yom kahata, 
cahai mēru urana, bari bayari bahi hai.. 2.. 
bhalu, nara banara ahara nisicaraniko, 

so'ü nrpa-balakani mami dhari lahi hai. 

dekho kalakautuka, pipilikani pankha lago, 
bhaga mere loganike bha'i cita-cahi hai.. 3.. 
'toso na tiloka aju sahasa, samaja-saju, 
maharaja-ayasu bho jo'i, so'i sahi hai’. 

tulasi pranamakai bibhisana binati karai, 
‘khyala bedhe tala, kapi keli lanka dahi hai’. 4.. 


Ravana's Council-II 


Verse no. 5/24—Mandodari as well as Mahodar and the most wise Malyawan etc. ' all 
tried to make Ravana see reason as well as they could, according to their best 
judgment and wisdom, and as far as they were proficient in the science of politics and 
persuasion. [But to no avail as Ravana rebuked them all.]' (1). 

['Mandodari = Refer: (a) Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, (i) from Chaupai 
line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 6—to Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 8; 
(ii) from Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 14—to Chaupai line no. 8 that 
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precedes Doha no. 16; (iii) Doha no. 35 kha—to Doha no. 37; (b) Kavitawali, Lanka 
Kand, verse nos. 6/17—6/29. 

Prahasta = Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, from Doha no. 8—to Chaupai 
line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 10. 

Malyawan = (a) Ram Charit Manas, (i) Sundar Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-4 
that precede Doha no. 40; (11) Lanka Kand, from Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes 
Doha no. 48—to Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 49; (b) Kavitawali, Sundar 
Kand, verse nos. 5/21—5/22.] 


But, blinded as he was by his haughtiness, ego, hypocrisy and vanity, Ravana did not 
listen (and pay heed) to any of their advice. That wicked rascal, being under the spell 
of imminent death (and impelled or instigated by it), willingly followed the path of 
unrighteousness (which would lead to his ruin and disaster for the whole demon race). 

He laughed and said derisively, ‘Ah! Our clever ministers (advisors) appear to 
suggest that a strong wind (gale, storm) is blowing, and so the Sumeru mountain? can 
blow away by its force! (2). 

[ Here, Ravana compares him to Mt. Sumeru, the huge mountain on earth 
where the Gods have their terrestrial abode. He means that just like it is impossible for 
a storm, no matter how strong it blows, to shift this mighty mountain, so it is also 
impossible for this seemingly huge army of Lord Ram to do any harm to him or his 
demon army.] 


Indeed, monkeys and humans are staple food of the demons by nature. Besides this, 
these princes have a borrowed army". 

[To wit, Ram's army consists of monkeys and bears who owe their allegiance 
to Sugriv, the betrayer of his own brother. This army does not belong to Ayodhya 
whence I could have thought it to be loyal to its prince Sri Ram. How can this 
‘borrowed army’ be loyal to the two brothers Ram and Laxman when they find that 
they are sure to be annihilated in the battle field, fighting someone else's war? They 
are sure to run away fearing for their own safety and families. They are not fighting 
for their own sake or for their own king; after all, the two brothers are strangers for 
their kingdom. What serious interest would this army have in the battle?] 

Look at the marvel of Kaal (death, time, circumstance) that even ants have got 
wings"! 

['Here, Ravana compares the monkeys and bears to the humble ants; when the 
time for the ants come to die they develop wings so that they rush to a flame only to 
burn themselves to death.] 

It is due to my luck that the people (i.e. the demons who are my subjects; the 
citizens of Lanka) have got what they desired (1.e. now they can have a good meal by 
devouring monkeys, bears and these two princes and douse their fire of hunger).’ (3). 


Tulsidas says that it was then that Vibhishan intervened, bowed his head reverentially 
and said, ‘Oh great king! Really it is true that there is no one like you in the three 
Lokas (i.e. the terrestrial, the subterranean and the celestial worlds) who has as much 
courage and strength, and a strong army as you have. It will be done as you order (or 
wish). But, please be practical and weigh the strength of the opposite side as well— 
for, he (Sri Ram) had pierced the seven (tall and robust) coconut trees by a mere wish 
(at the time preceeding Baali's death), and the monkey Hanuman had reduced Lanka 
to ashes almost playfully (i.e. without the least effort). [ Therefore, the enemy is not 
easy to be overcome as you imagine him to be.]^ (4). 
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['Vibhishan's entreaty to Ravana is continued in the next verse no. 5/25.] 


(5 / 25) 


GMI 4 cag ules A À | 

dah WM, ofi—aifae fare—xe, 

qA oe Yat Mad FAUT 11 
AIG, SRI—SITet, YAS, PAPIA, 

Want mr, ws Ñ, ws wm 
RAA mAr, eR A ure, 

wA ater wt ole AAI 211 
ws aa of waa feadt ah, 

"dr «mer ay, smi wen RAF | 
wacker sora wwe 

oat sit cag, get few YA AAI! 311 
qqd-fewqm4 — fedes gA 

eI qu qua afeis wr 
deni safe fey et oa, epum, 

wer wwe aie dir uw as 411 









































(5/25) 


düsaro na dekhata sahiba sama rama. 

beda purana, kabi-kobida birada-rata, 

jako jasi sunata gavata guna-gramai.. 1.. 
maya-jiva, jaga-jala, subha'u, karama-kala, 
sabako sasaku, saba maim, saba jamaim. 
bidhi-se karanihara, hari se palanihara, 
hara-se haranihara japairn jake namairn.. 2.. 
so'i narabesa jani, janaki binati mani, 

mato natha so', jatem bhalo parinamairn. 
subhata-siromani kutharapani sarikhehu 
lakhi au lakha', iham ki'e subha samair.. 3.. 
bacana-bibhüsana bibhisana-bacana suni 
lage dukha düsana-se dahine'u bamaim. 
tulası humaki hiye han'yo lata, 'bhale tata’, 
calyo surataru taki taji ghora dhamaim.. 4.. 


Ravana's Council-III 


Verse no. 5/25—[Vibhishan was the younger brother of Ravana, and as destiny would 
have it and as an example of paradoxes in creation, he was a pious soul and a devotee 
of Lord Vishnu, about whom he had got a wind that the Lord has manifested as Lord 
Ram, instead of his being cruel and inimical to Gods like the rest of his race. The 
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reason is that very long ago when the three demon brothers, Ravana, Kumbhakaran 
and Vibhishan, had done severe Tapa (penances and austerities) to please Brahma, the 
creator, the latter appeared before them and asked them to seek a boon about whatever 
they desired. While Ravana sought invincible powers to rule the world, Kumbhakaran 
sought a ridiculous boon that he should enjoy sleeping for months on end, and finally 
Vibhishan sought unwavering devotion for Lord Vishnu so that when the time comes 
to leave this mortal body and die he can find emancipation and salvation for his soul 
and free it from the horrors of living in a demon’s body. Brahma granted their will. 
This is how Vibhishan became an ardent devotee of Lord Ram whom he knew to be 
Lord Hari in a human form. 

The origin of the three brothers and their subsequent Tapa and acquiring their 
desired wishes has been narrated in Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, from Chaupai line 
no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 176—to Doha no. 177. 

The fact that Vibhishan was a great devotee of Lord Ram is highlighted in 
Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, from Chaupai line no. | that precedes Doha no. 6— 
to Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 8 when Hanuman meets him during the 
search for Sita. 

Now, Vibhishan did not want ruin to come to the whole family and the entire 
demon race because of the reckless and non-sensical behaviour of one individual, 
Ravana, especially when the cause of all mischief is highly sinful, degrading, 
unrighteous and unethical, such as kidnapping someone’s wife and forcibly keeping 
her captive, and trying to force oneself on her. Hence, he tried his best to persuade his 
brother to come to his senses and return Sita to her husband to avoid the calamity that 
stares on the face of the entire demon race. But as Destiny had different plans already 
chalked out to get rid of the cruel demons, Ravana’s intellect and wisdom went for a 
toss; he wouldn’t listen to anyone, and anyone who talked of making peace with Lord 
Ram and return his wife to him was deemed to be a traitor by him, and charged with 
sedition that deserved severe punishment. 

In the present verse no. 5/25 we read how Vibhishan tried to convince Ravana 
to make peace with Lord Ram. 

The earnest request by Vibhishan to Ravana to make peace with Lord Ram 
was taken in the wrong light by Ravana who regarded this plea as high treason and 
sedition, and therefore he not only rejected it but vented his ire on his brother by 
kicking Vibhishan in the chest for taking sides with his enemy, whereat Vibhishan 
abandoned Lanka and took refuge with Lord Ram where he was warmly welcome. 
Besides the present book Geetawali, Sundar Kand, verse nos. 5/25— 5/46, these 
developments are also narrated in detail in Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, from 
Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 38—to Doha no. 49.] 


[Vibhshan tried to plead with Ravana to make peace with Lord Ram. He prayed—] 

‘There is no other more exalted Lord in sight than Lord Sri Ram anywhere in 
the world, the Lord whose great fame, immense glories, magnificent virtues, noble 
deeds and excellent characters are being incessantly sung by the Vedas, Purans (i.e. 
the ancient scriptures and histories), the Bards (scribes and other narrators of the 
landmark events of the past) and the Wise Ones (i.e. sages, hermits, seers, mystics 


etc.) (1). 


He (Lord Ram) is the ruler (soverign, controller, Lord) of maya (worldly delusions), 
jiva (living beings; the creatures of this creation), jaga-jala (the deluding and 
entrapping web of mundane existence in this mortal world), subha'u (one's inherent 
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tendencies, habits, inclinations, nature), karama (all the deeds and actions undertaken 
by a creature) and kala (factors of time, circumstance, death); he is all-pervading, 
omnipresent and all encompassing, being present in each individual unit of this 
creation (saba maim, saba jamaim); and his holy name is constantly chanted 
(repeated, remembered, recalled) by the most exalted Gods in this creation, such as 
the creator Brahma, the sustainer Vishnu, and the concluder Shiva'---- (2). 

[Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-5 that precede Doha 
no. 39.] 


----The same Lord (the Supreme Being; the Brahm; the Parmatma, the Supreme Soul 
of creation) has manifested himself as a human (in the body of Lord Ram), and you 
would be well advised to treat and recognise him as such. 

And therefore my Lord (Ravana), please pay heed to this humble servant's 
pleadings, and do such things which have a pleasant ending. Look! Even sage 
Parashuram who wields a battle axe, is most brave, strong and valorous (and who is 
so furious and uncompromising by nature that he had mercilessly slayed all the kings 
of the Kshatriya clan repeatedly to wipe them off the surface of the earth)—even he 
had judged and weighed the pros and cons of antagonizing and confronting Lord 
Ram, and had come to the conclusion that it was wise and prudent for him to make 
peace and amends with the Lord (at the bow-breaking ceremony at Janakpur, whereat 
he surrendered before Lord Ram and even gave the Lord his own bow, and went away 
to the forest to resume his Tapa)” (3). 

[ This event is narrated in detail in Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, from 
Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 268—to Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes 
Doha no. 285.] 


Hearing these words of Vibhishan, which were albeit so adorable and truthful as to be 
like being jewels among words and which were undoubtedly most beneficial for 
Ravana, the latter regarded them as most contemptible, exceedingly derogatory, very 
insinuative, highly treacherous, most painful and tormenting to hear, greatly corrupt 
and utterly blasphemous. 

Hence (literally charging Vibhishan with high treason and sedition), he got up 
seething with wrath, and angrily kicked Vibhishan in the chest in a most 
contemptuous way. 

Then, saying, ‘Alright dear brother, what you did is for good’ (bhalē tata), 
Vibhishan abandoned the scorching heat (represented by Ravana), and started towards 
the Kalpa Tree (represented by Sri Ram) to seek its shelter/shade (which would give 
him peace, protection and comfort from the grave danger to his life that he now faced 
in Lanka if he still abided there after being so severely threatened, humiliated and 
kicked by its king Ravana)? (4). 

[ Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, from Chaupai line no. 2 that 
precedes Doha no. 40—to Doha no. 41.] 


aAA 
(5/26) 
wa aa TÄ OR p GT Yas BI 
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vibhisana-Saranagati 
(5/26) 


jaya maya payam pari katha so sunā'ī hai. 
samadhana karati bibhisanako bara bara, 
‘kaha bhayo tata! lata mare, baro bha' hai.. 1.. 
sahiba, pitu samana, jatudhanako tilaka, 

take apamana teri badie bara’ hai’. 

garata galani jani, sanamani sikha deti, 

‘rosa kiye dosa, sahérn samujhem bhala'i hai.. 2.. 
ihamtem bimukha bhayé, ramaki sarana ga'é 
bhalo neku, loka rakhe nipata nika'l hai’. 
matu-paga sisa na'i, tulasi asisa pa'i 

cale bhale saguna, kahata ‘mana bhā hai.. 3.. 


Vibhishan comes to seek refuge with Lord Ram-I 


Verse no. 5/26—[Insulted by his brother Ravana, Vibhishan decided to quit Lanka 
and join Lord Ram. It had been his long-standing desire to take refuge with the Lord 
as is clear from his conversation with Hanuman in Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, 
Chaupai line nos. 1-5 that precede Doha no. 7. But he did not want to do anything 
from his side that would seem like his deserting his family and his king for selfish 
reasons, to switch sides in favour of an enemy of the king (Ravana) in whose realm he 
lived. But when Ravana kicked him he decided that it was the right time to say good- 
bye. 

Now, as it happened, many of Ravana’s close family members had also 
advised him against confronting Lord Ram, such as his wife Mandodari, his own spies 
whom he had sent behind Vibhishan to report about the strength of the Lord’s army, 
his son Prahasta, and his old uncle Malyawan (refer: Geetawali, Sundar Kand, verse 
nos. 5/23, stanza no. 3 and 5/24; Lanka Kand, verse nos. 6/1), as well as by his 
brother Kumbhakaran (refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 6 that 
precedes Doha no. 62—to Doha no. 63 where we read that like Vibhishan, 
Kumbhakaran too had sternly admonished Ravana for all the mischief he has done for 
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a wrong cause, and on his part he felt happy that at last he would get an opportunity to 
find liberation and deliverance from the unholy body of a demon by being killed at 
the hands of Lord Ram). 

In the following verse nos. 5/26—to 5/46 of Geetawali we shall read in detail 
how Vibhishan reached Lord Ram’s camp, the way he was warmly welcomed and 
accepted by Lord Ram. 

Refer also to: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, from Doha no. 41—to 
Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 50.] 


Vibhishan went straight to his mother, fell at her feet and told her the entire episode. 
His mother tried to comfort him, saying, ‘Son, what great harm is done by his 
(Ravana's) kicking you? After all, he is your elder brother (1). 


Firstly, he is your king and lord of the kingdom in which you live and is sustained by 
him. Secondly, he is an elder brother equivalent to a father. And thirdly, he is the best 
in the demon clan. 

His insulting you is no less than a favour for you. [How? To wit, firstly this 
has motivated you to seek refuge in the holy feet of Lord Ram, and secondly you must 
remember that he is a ‘demon’ who pays little heed to civil manners and courteous 
behaviour. It is his nature to be rude and haughty, every time wanting to have his way 
on all matters, and never tolerating dissent or opposition. So therefore, you must take 
it lightly.]’ 

Seeing that Vibhishan was full of despair, very aggrieved and highly indignant 
at being publicly humiliated, she continued to try to placate his ruffled feelings, and 
said, ‘Son, getting angry and revengeful at this point time is very unwise and futile, 
while being reasonable and tolerant will be most advisable and would provide for the 
well-being of all of us (because a calamitous war is looming over the city, and at this 
juncture everyone ought to keep his calm so that the enemy does not get a hint that 
there is some sort of revolt in the kingdom) (2). 


Indeed, albeit it is better for you to turn away from here and take shelter with Lord 
Ram (because you have been publicly insulted and declared a traitor by your brother 
who happens to be a king of this place, and therefore it is highly dangerous for you to 
stay here any longer), yet I would suggest that it would be far more better for you if 
you are able to resist this temptation (to leave Lanka and join Lord Ram) and hold out 
here as it would look good in the eyes of the world that you forgave your brother at a 
time when he faces a war and that you didn’t become a traitor by joining the enemy 
and being the cause of destruction of the family and kingdom to which you belong 
and which has sustained you till now.” 

['Clever use of words by Vibhishan's wise mother! She did not support 
treason; she could not openly support sending Vibhishan to Sri Ram knowing full 
well that it would be abetting revolt and speed-up the death of her elder son, Ravana. 
But, at the same time, there were three prominent factors at play in her mind to give a 
subtle and tacit approval for Vibhishan's decision to leave Ravana and join Sri Ram. 

First and foremost was that she realised that Vibhishan had his mind made up, 
would not listen, especially after being publicly rebuked and insulted. Secondly, in the 
case of a complete route of the demons and their annihilation in the war, at least one 
of her sons would survive to carry forward the demon clan. And thirdly, she realised 
that what Vibhishan had decided was indeed the correct and wise path, for by this 
time she must have been herself disgusted by Ravana's evil ways and sinful 
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demeanours. As such, here she saw an opportunity of cleaning the demon race of all 
evil mongers and unrighteous characters, because as an elderly woman she could not 
consent to excesses of unrightful behaviour by her own sons. 

Being by now certain that Ravana would not listen to anyone, and therefore 
decimation of the demon race was now a forgone conclusion, she preferred that 
Vibhishan join Lord Ram’s camp to escape annihilation with the rest of the family, 
and thereby carry on the race to the next generation. It is every mother’s wish that if 
destruction can’t be avoided, then at leas one of her sons must live to carry on the 
family line.] 

Tulsidas says that hereat, Vibhishan bowed his head at the mother's feet, took 
her blessings, and left the place (for Sri Ram's camp). Seeing auspicious omens on the 
way, he thought—"I have got what I desired (i.e. my decision is correct)" (3). 
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‘bha'ira ko so karaum, daraum kathina kuphérai. 
sukrta-sankata paryo, jata galaninha garyo, 
krpanidhiko milaum pai milikai kuberai'.. 1.. 
ja'i gaha pamya, dha'i dhanada utha'i bhetyo, 
samacara pa'i poca socata sumerai. 

tahami mile mahésa, diyo hita upadésa, 
ramaki sarana jahi 'sudinu na herai.. 2.. 

jako nama kumbhaja kalesa-sindhu sokhibeko, 
mero kahyo mani, tata! bamidhe jini bérai’. 
tulası mudita cale, paye haim saguna bhale, 
ranka lütibeko mano manigana-dherai.. 3.. 


Vibhishan comes to seek refuge with Lord Ram-II 


Verse no. 5/27—[After his discussions with his mother as narrated in verse no. 5/26 
herein above, Vibhishan thought to himself—] ‘I should respect my elder brother 
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(Ravana), but I have a big problem. (He has threatened my life, kicked me, publicly 
humiliated me, and has held me to be a spy of his enemy; so staying any longer is full 
of grave dangers).’ 

So, he decided to first meet his brother Kuber (the God's treasurer), and then 
decide on meeting Sri Ram (1). 


So he went to Kuber and clasped his feet. Kuber rushed forward and embraced him. 
Hearing the entire episode, he (Kuber) stood on Mt. Sumeru and became thoughtful. 

Meanwhile, Vibhishan met Lord Shiva there who gave him this advice: 
*Vibhishan! You go and seek refuge at the holy feet of Lord Sri Ram; you need not 
wait for an auspicious day or time for it (1.e. you need not take anyone’s permission or 
discuss the matter with anyone to take their opinion) (2). 


Oh dear! The Lord whose name is like sage Agastya for the purpose of drying up the 
ocean of sorrows, miseries and pains, there is no need to imagine any obstacles in 
going to take refuge at such a Lord’s holy feet. Pay heed to this singular wise advice 
of mine, and you do not need to make preparations for it!’ 

Tulsidas says, hearing this, Vibhishan's doubts were removed, and he happily 
started for meeting Lord Sri Ram. On the way, he met many auspicious and good 
omens which made him all the more enthusiastic as if a pauper is thrilled while he is 
on his way with the prospect of looting a treasury of jewels (3). 


WT HART 
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(5/28) 


sankara-sikha asisa pa'ikai. 

cale manahi mana kahata bibhisana sisa mahesahi na'ikai.. 1.. 
gaye soca, bha'e saguna, sumangala dasa disi deta dekha'ikai. 
sajala nayana, sananda hrdaya, tanu prema-pulaka adhika'ikai.. 2.. 
antahu bhava bhalo bha'ko, kiyo anabhalo mana'ikau. 

bha'i kübaraki lata, bidhata rakhi bata bana'ikai.. 3.. 

nahita kyom kubera ghara mili hara hitu kahate cita la'ikai. 

jo suni sarana rama take maim nija bamata biha'ikai.. 4.. 
anayasa anuküla suladhara maga mudamuüla jana'ikai. 
krpasindhu sanamani, jani jana dina liyo apana'ikai.. 5.. 
svaratha-paramaratha karatalagata, $ramapatha gayo sira'ikai. 
sapane kai sautuka, sukha-sasa sura siricata deta nira'ikai.. 6.. 
guru gaurisa, sami sitapati, hita hanumanahi ja'ikai. 

milihaum, mohi kaha kibe aba, abhimata, avadhi agha'ikai.. 7.. 
marato kaham ja'i, ko janai lati lalaci lala'ikai. 

tulasidasa bhajihaum raghubirahi abhaya-nisana baja'ikai.. 8.. 


Vibhishan comes to seek refuge with Lord Ram-III 


Verse no. 5/28— Having received the wise advice and blessings of Lord Shiva (as 
narrated in verse no. 5/27 herein above), Vibhishan bowed his head to him and started 
forthwith for Sri Ram's camp, contemplating in his mind as follows—(1). 


‘I can discern auspicious signs in all the ten directions (and therefore my journey will 
be fruitful and for my good).’ This observation caused all his sorrows, dilemmas, 
uncertainties and perplexities to be removed (eliminated instantly). 

His eyes were filled with tears (of joy), his heart was overcome with 
exhilaration, and his body was highly thrilled with surge of affectionate emotions (for 
Lord Ram) (2). 


[He muttered to himself—] ‘Indeed, the action of my brother proved to be my boon 
and well-being in disguise, albeit his intention was just the opposite (for, he had 
wanted to scornfully reproach and humiliate me). 

The Creator has made me fortunate (for he has turned circumstances in my 
favour), because for me, Ravana's kicking has become akin to the kick that is 
administered on the haunched-back’ (3). 

[Even as a sprained back or bent back can be straightened by a violent kick, 
Ravana's kick has made me turn towards Lord Sri Ram by symbolically straightening 
my resolve to seek redemption with him and get rid of all moral deformities and 
spiritual taints I had naturally inherited by the virtue of my birth as a member of the 
demon. Further, Sri Ram would also have no reservations accepting me because I 
have been ousted by Ravana himself. 

This stanza also shows that there is no rancour or bitterness in the mind of 
Vibhishan. The following stanzas also show that in fact he considers Ravana's 
kicking him and throwing him out of his court as a blessing in disguise.] 
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Had I not been so lucky and blessed, why then would Lord Shiva have met me at the 
palace of Kuber and advised me to do this (i.e. seek Sri Ram's shelter immediately 
without further procrastinations; refer verse 5/27 above), hearing which advice I have 
forsaken my wickedness, conceit and imposterings, and have decided to seek refuge 
in the holy feet of Sri Ram's? (4). 


That bearer of the trident, who is an ocean of mercy, compassion and kindness (i.e. 
Lord Shiva), has involuntarily and without any self or vested interest, shown me this 
path of joy and happiness. 

The Lord (Shiva) has recognized me as one of his own humble and meek 
servants, and that is why he has accepted me (and has shown his benevolence and 
munificence on me by voluntarily advising me to go and take shelter with Lord Ram 
without any reservations) (5). 


By his (Shiva’s) grace and kindness, both my worldly self-interest (in this mundane 
world) as well as my soul's salvation and emancipation in the after life has been 
ensured, and I have been freed from my torments and travails. 

I marvel with exceeding wonder—is it a dream that I see, or is it for real? For 
in all sooth it seems that the exalted Gods themselves appear to be watering my 
harvest of joy, delight, happiness and bliss (i.e. I am euphoric, exhilarated and ecstatic 
with immense joy that is only possible when the Gods are agreeable) (6). 


Now, I shall go and meet my Guru, Lord Shiva, my Lord Sri Ram (the husband of 
Sita), and my benefactor and well-wisher Sri Hanuman. What more I have to do now 
(or what more good and fortunate circumstance can I ever want and expect). 

I have got my fill of the best of fruits (i.e. highest of rewards that one can ever 
expect to get in this life) (7). 


Who knows where otherwise I would have gone and died while pursuing, and at the 
same time being pursued by, the intense and huge delusions, greeds and infatuations 
created by this sensual, illusionary world of sense objects and their accompanying 
torments, anguish and sorrows?” 

[To wit, if I hadn't been kicked by Ravana, and not advised by Lord Shiva to 
seek redemption by surrendering before Lord Ram, who knows what my bad fate 
would have been. Like all other demons and creatures, I would have remained 
entangled in this world of sense objects, spending my entire life mired in delusions 
and pursuing gratifications for my sense organs. When finally my life would have 
come to an end, I would have died an ignominious death, faced with the horrible fate 
of having to bear the consequences of all the deeds that I would have done in my 
lifetime, none of which would have contributed to my peace and bliss. I would have 
suffered even after death. But now the tide has turned in my favour: for now my 
redemption and deliverance is certain. ] 

Quoting Vibhishan, Tulsidas says for himself that he too would now beat the 
kettle-drum of victory and fearlessness which comes when one surrenders one’s self 
to Lord Ram and develops devotion for Lord Raghubir (Ram), worshipping him and 
adoring him with love and affection’. 

[Tulsidas cites the example of Vibhishan to express his own joyous 
sentiments that he is also lucky like him to have surrendered himself to Lord Ram and 
have developed devotion and affection for the Lord.] (8). 
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padapaduma garibanivajake. 

dekhihaum ja'i pa'i locana-phala hita sura-sadhu-samajake.. 1.. 
ga'l bahora, ora nirabahaka, sajaka bigare sajake. 

sabari sukhada, gidha-gatidayaka, samana soka kapirajake.. 2.. 
nahina mohi aura katahüri kachu, jaise kaga jahajake. 

ayo sarana sukhada padapankaja conthe ravana-bajake.. 3.. 
aratiharana sarana, samaratha saba dina apaneki lajake. 

tulasi ‘pāhi’ kahata nata-palaka mohuse nipata nikajake.. 4.. 


Vibhishan comes to seek refuge with Lord Ram-IV 


Verse no. 5/29— Ah! Now I shall go and have a look at the holy feet of the friend and 
sustainer of the poor, the meek, the underdog, the downtrodden and the wretched ones 
(i.e. the holy feet of Lord Sri Ram), and consequentially I shall get the fruit (reward) 
of my eyes by having the Lord’s divine sight. 

These august feet (of Sri Ram) are the best benefactor of all, and they are a 
provider of all welfare to the Gods and the community of saints (1). 


Lord Sri Ram can revive lapsed happiness and bliss; he is the protector till the end; 
and he is the one who can rectify or redo what has already been erred or undone’. 

He is the one who has provided comfort and solace to Sabari, has liberated 
(1.e., delivered from this cycle of birth and death) the vulture (Jatau) and has quelled 
the sorrows and anguish of Sugriv, the king of monkeys (2). 

['Reviving lapsed happiness and redoing the undone means that he can pull 
one back from the quagmire and slush of delusions of ignorance, infatuations, 
avarice/greed, lust/passion, anger/malice, discord and hordes of evils, sins and 
misdemeanours that the creature indulges in, or is trapped in, which together are the 
cause of his spiritual miseries and downfall. And once the creature is pulled out of the 
slush and muck, the pristine purity of the soul re-emerges from under the thick layer 
of these vices, resulting in its reverting back into its inherent state of blissfulness, 
happiness and contentedness. ] 
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Like the crow perching on the (mast of a) ship; I do not have any shelter or protection 
anywhere (because there is no land in sight nor shelter from the scorching sun, or 
anywhere to hide), and when tormented (attacked) by the falcon-like Ravana, my only 
succour is to take refuge in his (Sri Ram's) lotus-like holy feet (3). 


He (Lord Ram) is always alert, eager and able to protect the dignity and esteem of his 
devotees, and is the remover (eliminator) of the sorrows and tribulations of his 
refugees (i.e. those who have taken protection of his holy feet).’ 

Tulsidas says that by merely pleading earnestly ‘Save me?’, he (Lord Sri Ram) 
becomes the protector of those persons who are the most worthless duds in the world 
like me (Tulsidas)" (4). 

[Refer also to Geetawali, Sundar Kand, verse no. 5/43, stanza no. 5. 

?Tulsidas praises the glory of Lord Ram as the most munificent and gracious 
Lord anyone can ever find. For, in all sooth, even the most worthless of creatures can 
be sure of Lord's attention and protection if he simply says "Lord, save me". It's as 
easy as this; what more would one wish to have from one's lord? 

This fact is endorsed by Lord Ram himself in Ram Charit Manas, Sundar 
Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-4 that precede Doha no. 44.] 
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maharaja ramapaham ja'umgo. 

sukha-svaratha parihari karihaurn so'i, jyaurn sahibahi suha'umigo.. 1.. 
saranagata suni bégi boli hairn, haurn nipatahi sakuca'umgo. 

rama garibanivaja nivajihaim, janihaim, thakura-tha'umgo.. 2.. 
dharihairn natha hatha mathe, ehitern kehi labha agha'umgo. 
sapano-so apano na kachü lakhi, laghu lalaca na lobha'umgo.. 3.. 
kahihaum, bali, rotiha ravaro, binu molahi bika'umgo. 

tulasi pata ütare odhihaumrn, ubari jüthani kha'umgo.. 4.. 


Vibhishan comes to seek refuge with Lord Ram-V 


Verse no. 5/30—'Now that I will go to the Great King Sri Ram (maharaja rama), I 
shall forsake all my personal comforts and vested self-interests, and do all those 
things which would please the Lord (or, which would make the Lord pleased with me 
and treat me favourably) (1). 
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As soon as the Lord hears that I have come to seek his refuge he would immediately 
call me (i.e. accept me), but I will feel extremely hesitant. Then he, who is a friend of 
the poor, the meek, the humble, the underdog, the downtrodden, the lowly and the 
distressed ones, would protect me, realising the fact that I have no other patron Lord 
(over my head to act as my benefactor and protector other than Lord Ram), or that I 
have no other destination or standing except the Lord (i.e. I have no where else to go 
except at the holy feet of Lord Ram which are now my only destination and succour 
in life) (2). 


Forsooth, the Lord would place his hands on my head! What greater benefit or profit 
there is than this privilege which would satisfy me? 

This world is like an illusionary dream; I shall not henceforth regard any of its 
(illusionary, perishable) objects as mine, and I shall also not be enticed or tempted by 
any of the world's lowly tendencies such as avarice, greed, lust, passions and desires 


(3). 


I shall say, ‘Lord! I say honestly, I shall survive by eating your left-overs and shall 
sell my self without a price at your hands (i.e. I shall serve you like a faithful and 
loyal servant all my life). Also, I shall wear clothes discarded by you, and shall eat 
morsels of food from your plate that you leave on it or ask me to partake of them." 
(4). 

[ This is only a way of expressing Vibhishan's desire to surrender and submit 
himself before Lord Ram with a sincere spirit of humility and devotion for the Lord. It 
does not mean that he will actually eat the left-over food from Sri Ram's plate, or 
wear his clothes—its highly incongruous to think that Lord Ram would stoop so low 
as to allow it to happen. It's below the Lord's own dignity to allow his loyal, faithful 
and loving devotees to do so like arrogant masters demand from their serfs and slaves. 
The Lord is exceptionally gracious and nice, and he will never want his devotee to 
behave like a slave of his. In fact, it will hurt the Lord if this happens. 

But when the devotee makes these statements it is because he wishes to 
express his sincere desire to surrender and submit before the Lord even as he knows 
that the Lord will not allow this to actually happen.] 
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a'i saciva bibhisanake kahi. 

krpasindhu! dasakandhabandhu laghu carana-sarana ayo sahi.. 1.. 
bisama bisada-barinidhi bürata thaha kapisa-katha lahi. 

gaye dukha-dosa dekhi padapankaja, aba na sadha ékau rahi.. 2.. 
sithila-sanéha sarahata nakha-sikha nika nikal nirabaht. 

tulasi mudita dita bhayo, manahu amiya-lahu mamgata mahi.. 3.. 


Vibhishan comes to seek refuge with Lord Ram-VI 


Verse no. 5/31—When Vibhishan reached the camp of Lord Ram, his minister or the 
assistant who had accompanied him, came to the Lord and said, ‘Oh Lord who is an 
ocean of mercy and compassion (krpasindhu)! The younger brother (i.e. Vibhishan) 
of he who has ten necks (i.e. Ravana; *dasakandhabandhu laghu”), has come to 
seek refuge at your feet without any trick and deceit in his heart! (1). 

[When Vibhishan left Lanka, one of his trusted aides accompanied him, and 
when they reached the camp of Lord Ram, the monkeys immediately accosted them. 
Hanuman recognized Vibhishan who told him the reason of his coming. Hanuman 
was glad beyond measure, and he took the companion of Vibhishan and went to Lord 
Ram to report. This aide of Vibhishan was well aware of all the circumstances on both 
sides of the camps, i.e. Lord Ram's side as well as Ravana's side, and he was also 
privy to the thoughts of Vibhishan, his lord. 

So, when the messenger was accompanied by Hanuman and other chief 
monkey warriors to convey the reason of Vibhishan coming to Lord Ram, and that he 
had come with a clean conscience and had no trick in his mind while coming to seek 
the Lord's shelter, it convinced Lord Ram, even more so because Hanuman had 
already briefed the Lord about the way he found Sita at Lanka with the help of 
Vibhishan, and now Hanuman was there to identify that the demon who has come to 
seek the Lord's refuge is indeed the same person as Vibhishan, and no imposter.] 


He (Vibhishan) was almost drowned in the sea of distress and dismay, feeling helpless 
and hopeless, when the story of Sugriv? (as told to him by Hanuman by way of 
introducing himself at the time they met in Lanka when the latter had gone there in 
search of Sita) gave him hope and buoyed his spirits. 

[Since then, Vibhishan was longing for a chance to escape from the cage he 
was finding himself trapped in, and now he has found a way out.] Oh Lord, now 
having reached your feet, all his woes, troubles and tribulations are over, and he has 
no other wishes left (except that you will accept him and give him your protection). 
Hence, will you please accept him? (2).’ 

[ When Hanuman had briefed Vibhishan about how Sugriv, who was being 
subjected to immense torment by his elder brother Baali, was assured protection by 
Lord Ram and ultimately made king of Kishkindha by slaying his inimical brother, 
Vibhishan immediately saw a ray of hope as his condition was almost similar. He too 
was subjected to immense miseries at the hands of his elder brother Ravana who was 
doing unrighteous things to which Vibhishan did not agree, and so upon hearing 
Sugriv’s story he too hoped that one day he would find his freedom. ] 


Lord Sri Ram’s countenance and attitude looked charming and welcoming, and the 
minister (or messenger of Vibhishan) felt relaxed in the Lord's presence’. 
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[The Lord's demeanours and expressions showed that he was not annoyed or 
angry upon learning that his enemy's brother has come; he had not become alarmed or 
suspicious. Rather his attitude was friendly, welcoming, amiable and gracious. This 
instilled confidence and hope in the heart and mind of Vibhishan's messenger.] 

Tulsidas says that at that moment, the minister was so happy as if he got nectar 
while asking for mere butter-milk*. 

[To wit, the minister of Vibhishan had not expected such kind reception in an 
enemy's camp, so he was pleasantly surprised when Lord Ram welcomed him.] (3). 
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binati suni prabhu pramudita bha'e. 

richaraja, kapiraja nila-nala boli balinandana la'e.. 1.. 

bujhiye kaha? raja'i paya naya-dharama sahita Utara da'e. 

bali bandhu tako jehi bimoha-basa baira-bija barabasa ba'e.. 2.. 
bamhapagara dvara tere taim sabhaya na kabahümi phiri ga'ē. 
tulasi asarana-sarana svamike birada birajata nita na'e.. 3.. 


Vibhishan comes to seek refuge with Lord Ram-VII 


Verse no. 5/32—The Lord (Sri Ram) felt very glad on hearing the prayers of the 
messenger. 

He summoned the bear king (Jamvant), the king of monkeys (Sugriv), Neel, 
Nal (the architects and engineers) and the son of Baali (Angad) (1). 


(He asked them—) ‘What do you think (and advice) on this matter?’ 

Getting his permission, they answered according to established edicts and 
traditions of Dharma (noble conduct, probity, propriety, righteousness) and Law (of 
politics), *He (Vibhishan) has great strength and is the brother of the person who has 
willingly and forcibly sowed the seeds of enmity and hatred with you. [Hence, it is 
advisable to be careful of him.]' (2). 

[ Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, from Chaupai line nos. 1-7 that 
precede Doha no. 43. 

Lord Ram's advisors were very apprehensive, sceptical and weary of 
Vibhishan. They feared that if he 1s allowed inside the camp, he would secretly pass 
on all strategic information to the demon enemy, for after all they reasoned that blood 
is thicker than any other relation. But they had forgotten one important point: and it 
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was that Vibhishan has been kicked out of Lanka in a most ignominious and insulting 
way, being branded a traitor and charged with treason, and so his chances of 
rapprochement with his brother Ravana were not at all practically feasible. ] 


But, Lord Ram’s advisors continued, oh the one who protects the shelter-seekers by 
using your arms as a rock-solid wall of support for them (bamhapagara). 

In all sooth, no one who is frightened and tormented has ever returned empty 
handed (i.e. without assurance of your help) from your doorway!’ [To wit, oh Lord 
you have a reputation that you never turn back anyone who is afraid and has come to 
your door seeking protection and refuge: dvara tere taim sabhaya na kabahüm 
phiri ga'e.] 

Tulsidas avers that the Lord's fame as the one who gives shelter to those who 
are shelter-less (asarana-sarana svamike birada) is well established (and well 
known) everywhere, and every day some instance is found to affirm its truth (birajata 
nita na'&) (3). 
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hiya bihasi kahata hanumanasom. 

sumati sadhu suci suhrda bibhisana bujhi parata anumanasom.. 1.. 
‘haur bali ja'um' aura ko janai?’ kahi kapi krpanidhanasorm. 

chali na ho'i svami sanamukha, jyOm timira satahaya-janasom.. 2.. 
khoto kharo sabhita paliye so, saneha sanamanasom. 

tulasi prabhu kibo jo bhalo, so'i bujhi sarasana-banasom.. 3.. 


Vibhishan comes to seek refuge with Lord Ram-VIII 


Verse no. 5/33— Then he (Lord Sri Ram) smiled (feeling amused internally) and said 
to Hanuman, ‘In my estimate (view, opinion, understanding), Vibhishan is of a 
righteous mind and noble thoughts, he is saintly at heart, pure and wise, and he has an 
uncorrupt intellect (sumati sadhu suci). Besides this, he seems to be favourably 
inclined and has a friendly disposition (Suhrda).’ (1). 


Hanuman (the “kapi”, literally the monkey) replied to the Lord who is an abode of 
kindness, grace and munificence (“krpanidhana”; ie. Lord Sri Ram), ‘I say 
truthfully, indeed, who can know better than you on this subject? Even as darkness 
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cannot exist in the presence of sunlight, so an imposter, someone who is crooked, 
cunning and deceitful in his heart and mind, a wicked person, cannot dare to come in 
front of the Lord! (2). 

['Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-5 that precede 
Doha no. 44.] 


He is frightened and tormented; so, notwithstanding whether he is good or bad, you 
should sustain (and protect) him with due affection and respect as is deserving of you 
(i.e. without showing any undue favour while respecting his dignity and self respect, 
and making him feel welcomed and at home)’. 

Or else, (if you are still unable to decide) ask your bow and arrows and do what is 
suitable in such a situation (because your bow and arrows are habitually and 
traditionally the protector of righteous and saintly people, and are the slayer of wicked 
and rascals, so they will be able to advice you)” (3). 

[ Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Doha no. 43 along with Chaupai line 
no. 8 that precedes it, and Chaupai line no. 1 that follows it. 

*What Hanuman means here is this: If the Lord is doubtful about whether or not to 
accept Vibhishan and allow him access to the Lord's camp because he is an ememy's 
brother and there are chances that at the last moment he may turn a turncoat, a 
betrayer, then it would be proper for the Lord to judge him by weighing his own 
strength against Vibhishan's, so that in case the latter plays any dirty tricks and 
betrays the Lord then the Lord should be able to handle him alone, relying on his own 
strength, without depending upon any of the monkeys and bears, for who knows in 
which way the tide of war would turn. 

Hence, if the Lord has this confidence that he would be easily able to tackle 
Vibhishan under all situations, then he should accept him, but if he thinks that in a 
one-to-one face-off his personal strength and valour may not be a match against 
Vibhishan in case he betrays, then it will be well to reject him now in the beginning 
before damage is done. 

Another way of interpreting this stanza is this: Hanuman means that Sri Ram has a 
reputation of being the protector of refuge seekers, distressed and tormented ones as 
well as those who are righteous, upright and humble. He has drawn Sri Ram's 
attention to the bow and arrow with the subtle hint that this is one of your (Sri Ram's) 
duties, responsibilities and promises/vows, and for which purpose, as a Kshatriya 
lord, you bear a bow and arrows. Besides, you have nothing to fear—in case 
Vibhishan tries dirty tricks, you have potent arms with you. So, why worry? It must 
be noted that Hanuman has only hinted at these things, but he does not give a positive 
reply as to whether the demon should be accepted or not—the final decision is with 
the Lord.] 


(5 / 34) 
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(5/34) 


samicehu bibhisana a'ihai? 

büjhata bihamsi krpalu, lakhana suni kahata sakuci sira na'i hai.. 1.. 
aihai kaha, natha? ayo hyam, kyom kahi jati bana'i hai. 
ravana-ripuhi rakhi, raghubara binu, ko tribhuvana pati pa'ihai.. 2.. 
prabhu prasanna, saba sabha sarahati, düta-bacana mana bha'ihai. 
tulasi, 'boliye begi', lasanasom bha'i maharaja-raja'i hai.. 3.. 


Vibhishan comes to seek refuge with Lord Ram-IX 


Verse no. 5/34—The kind and gracious Lord (Sri Ram) laughed wonderingly (or 
smiled in amusement), and asked, ‘Will Vibhishan really come here?’ 
Hearing his query, Laxman’ bowed his head and said hesitantly..... (1). 
[Getting feedback from all his advisors, Lord Ram turned to his younger 
brother Laxman and smiled at him with amusement in his countenance. He was like 
asking Laxman if he thought that Vibhishan really has the guts to come near them.] 


‘Lord! What to talk about ‘whether he will come’, for he has already come here. How 
can we (i.e. all the monkeys, bears and the rest of the group) dare to speak cunningly 
in front of you; how can we ever speak a lie or ambiguously, dubiously with you? 

Indeed, by keeping the enemy of Ravana in his company, who can remain 
established in this world except Raghubar (Sri Ram)? (2). 

[Keeping Vibhishan is sure to antagonise Ravana exceedingly, and incur his 
wrath. Who will durst do it except the Lord who is all-powerful and omnipotent? 
Opposing such a fierce, ferocious and invincible enemy as Ravana by instigating him 
by giving refuge to a person hated by him is a sure invitation to incur his strongest of 
revenge. It is only Lord Sri Ram who can stand up and face this enemy up-front and 
accept the challenge, and emerge victorious in whatever follows.] 


At this reply, the Lord was pleased (because Laxman hinted that he is agreeable), the 
whole assembly (council of ministers) praised it, and even the messenger (who had 
come with Vibhishan) liked the words in his heart. 

Tulsidas says that Laxman received instructions from the Lord to bring him 
(Vibhishan) soon (immediately and speedily) (3). 

Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Doha no. 44.] 
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(5/35) 


calé lena lasana-hanumana haim. 

mile mudita bujhi kusala parasapara-sakucata kari sanamana haim.. 1.. 
bhayo rajayasu pamu dhari'e, bolata krpanidhana hair. 

düritem dinabandhu dekhe, janu deta abhaya-baradana haim.. 2.. 
sila sahasa himabhanu, teja satakoti bhanuhüke bhanu haim. 
bhagataniko hita koti matu-pitu arinhako koti krsanu haim.. 3.. 
janaguna raja giri gani, sakucata nija guna giri raja paramanu haim. 
bamha-pagaru, bolako abicala bēda karata gunagana haim.. 4.. 

caru Capa-tunira tamarasa-karani sudharata bana haim. 

caraca calati bibhisanaki, so'i sunata sucita dai kana haim.. 5.. 
harasata sura, barasata prasüna subha saguna kahata kalyana haim. 
tulasi te krtakrtya, je sumirata samaya suhavano dhyana haim.. 6.. 


Vibhishan meets Lord Sri Ram-I 


Verse no. 5/35—[Vibhishan’s meeting with Lord Ram has been described also in 
Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, from Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 
45—to Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 50. 

Presently, in Geetawali, Sundar Kand, it is narrated in verse nos. 5/35—to 
5/46 herein below.] 


Getting instructions from Lord Ram to bring Vibhishan to him, Laxman and 
Hanuman started-off to bring the latter to meet the Lord. 

They happily met Vibhishan, exchanged pleasantries, paid mutual respects and 
asked for his well-being, both the sides feeling hesitant and uneasy all the while (1). 

[ This was very natural. Both, Vibhishan on one side, and Laxman and 
Hanuman of the other side, belonged to opposite camps. It was the first meeting 
between Vibhishan and Laxman, both being brothers of two principal enemies, viz. 
Ravana and Lord Ram respectively. There were hidden apprehensions and suspicions 
and doubts on both sides. 

Vibhishan wondered if his decision to come to the ememy’s camp was correct 
and wise: has he not escaped the devil to fall in the deep sea; would Lord Ram hold 
him captive and subject him to more torture than what he had to endure at Lanka. No 
one can say anything at this juncture. 

Similar apprehensions were thick in the mind of Laxman. What if Vibhishan 
has been sent by Ravana to act as a spy, and all the story of his being kicked out was 
pre-planned and a mere stratagem so that he could be planted in the enemy’s camp. 
What if he suddenly changes sides and betrays in the thick of battle, even holding him 
(Laxman) and the Lord hostage? 
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So the two, Laxman and Vibhishan, met with coldness in the air; it was by no 
means a cordial welcome to a known friend. The only person who was doubtless was 
Hanuman as he had had first hand knowledge of Vibhishan’s condition and that he 
was speaking the truth when he said that he has come to seek the Lord’s shelter 
without any deceit or conceit hidden in his heart. 

Hanuman was also comfortable with Vibhishan on another count: the latter 
had seen the former’s strength and valour when Lanka was burnt, and so he wouldn’t 
dare play dirty tricks when Hanuman was around! ] 


They (Laxman and Hanuman) said to Vibhishan, ‘Welcome and well come! The Lord 
has given his permission, and the merciful, gracious and kind one (Sri Ram) is calling 
you. So come along with us!’ 

Thereafter, Vibhishan saw the Lord (Sri Ram) who is a friend of the 
distressed, the wretched, the lowly and the humble ones (dinabandhu), sitting in a 
posture which appeared to give a boon (blessing) of fearlessness to those who come to 
him (janu deta abhaya-baradana haim) (2). 


(Besides this, Sri Ram is) Peaceful, curteous and tranquil like thousands of moons 
(sila sahasa himabhanu), is like millions of suns in splendour and radiance (teja 
satakoti bhanuhüke bhanu haim), is a well-wisher, favourable and benevolent 
benefactor of devotees like crores of parents are towards their off-springs 
(bhagataniko hita koti matu-pitu), and is like millions of fierce and ferocious fires 
as far as the enemies are concerned (arinhako koti krsanu hair) (3). 


He (Sri Ram) considers even a miniscule, dust-like petty (or tiny) virtues of his 
devotees as being large (great, huge, immense and potent) enough like a mountain 
(janaguna raja giri gand; and the Lord feels hesitant (in front of them) while 
regarding his own mountain-like virtues and glories as being negligent as a particle of 
dust (sakucata nija guna giri raja paramanu hairh)’. 

The Lord protects his refugees by the strength of his arms; the Lord protects 
his protectees by holding their arms so that no harm comes to them (bamha-pagaru). 
The Lord is extremely steadfast in his vows and promises (i.e. he is true to his words; 
*bolako abicala"). 

Forsooth, this is how the Vedas (ancient scriptures) sing his glories and assert 
about him (beda karata gunagana hairn) (4). 

[To wit, the Lord always acknowledges whatever goodness his devotee has, 
even if it is a trifling, and tries to enhance this quality manifold for the devotee's 
benefit so that he can get maximum rewards from it. 

`The Lord never allows his devotee to feel shy, hesitant, reluctant and afraid to 
present himself before the Lord's glorious, majestic and exalted presence. The Lord is 
never proud of his own virtues and glories, for after all he is a treasure of all the 
excellent virtues and glorious qualities that exist in this creation. He never allows his 
devotees to feel overly self-conscious and guilty of low virtues and qualities vis-à-vis 
the Lord's; on the contrary the Lord always tries to encourage his devotees and give 
them honour for whatever goodness they have.] 


Presently, when Vibhishan approached Lord Ram, he was causally moving his hands 
over his bow, arrow and quiver (to indicate to Vibhishan that he is getting them ready 
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for any emergency; and also as a warning to Vibhishan not to try any dirty tricks with 
him). 

The Lord was very intently listening to all that was being said and discussed 
about Vibhishan (in order to judge the general opinion, and to gather nuggets of 
valuable information about him from his monkey and bear advisors) (5). 


The Gods are happily showering flowers (to celebrate the occasion). These good 
omens portend future auspiciousness and good tidings (for Vibhishan, and helped him 
to overcome his initial shyness, hesitation and reluctance). 

Tulsidas says, “Those who recall and concentrate on that pleasant moment and 
circumstance, are most privileged and fortunate*.” (6). 

(‘To wit, this was a moment when the Lord is about to give refuge to a demon, 
and by extension, it is a general signal to all those who are unfortunate and low-born, 
with a sinful body and vile demeanours, but wish to become good by turning 
themselves over to the care of the Lord, that they are most welcome like Vibhishan 
was. It was an event of momentous importance for all the devotees of Lord Ram who 
have doubts whether or not the Lord would accept them due to their sins and lowly 
nature. | 


(5 / 36) 
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(5/36) 


ramahi karata pranama niharikai. 

uthé umamigi ananda-préma-paripirana birada bicarikai.. 1.. 
bhayo bideha bibhisana uta, ita prabhu apanapau bisarikai. 
bhalibhamti bhavate bharata-jyorn bhentyo bhuja pasarikai.. 2.. 
sadara sabahi mila'i samajahi nipata nikata baitharikai. 

bujhata chema-kusala saprema apana'i bharose bharikai.. 3.. 
natha! kusala-kalyana-sumangala bidhi sukha sakala sudharikai. 
deta-leta je nama ravaro, binaya karata mukha carikai.. 4.. 

jo mürati sapane na bilokata muni-mahesa mana marikai. 

tulasi tehi haur liyo anka bhari, kahata kachü na samvarikai.. 5.. 
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Vibhishan meets Lord Sri Ram-II 


Verse no. 5/36—Seeing Lord Sri Ram, Vibhishan bowed his head most reverentially, 
remembering his nature of giving refuge to the distressed and being merciful to the 
sinful. 

Lord Ram's heart overflowed with joy, and he rose to welcome him 
affectionately. At the moment, on the one hand Vibhishan had lost consciousness of 
his surroundings, so thrilled and overwhelmed with joy he was, and on the other hand 
Lord Ram, remembering his earlier meeting at Chitrakoot with brother Bharat, 
embraced Vibhishan with wide open arms, and clasped him most affectionately to his 
bosom'(2). 

['Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Doha no. 45 along with Chaupai 
line nos.1-8 that precede it, and Chaupai line no. 1 that follows it. 

The meeting between Lord Ram and Vibhishan was most cordial, warm and 
welcoming. Compare this with the way Laxman and Vibhishan had met in verse no. 
5/35, stanza nos. 1-2. It was a formal meeting, but the way Lord Ram met Vibhishan 
was more informal and warm. Whatever misgivings Vibhishan may have harboured in 
his heart were immediately dispelled, and he felt that he is warmly accepted, without 
any reservations. This was a strategic move by Lord Ram: by a simple warm hug he 
had made Vibhishan feel comfortable and homely, and this first interaction helped to 
cement a tie that lasted for a lifetime. Vibhishan's heart was injured by the way his 
own brother Ravana had treated him, and in this background when he recived a warm 
bear-hug, his happiness knew no bounds. He decided that this is the right place to be: 
for here in Lord Ram's camp his self respect and dignity would be shown due respect 
and honour. 

Vibhishan was all the more overjoyed as he found that whatever he had heard 
of Lord Ram's nature and attitude proved to be absolutely true and correct. This 
instilled reassurance in his heart and gave comfort to his mind.] 


Then, introducing him to all his companions, Lord Ram seated him near himself, and 
accepting him as one of his own men, reassured him and asked about his welfare (3). 

[^Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line nos. 3-5 that precede 
Doha no. 46.] 


Vibhishan replied, ‘Oh Lord! Those who chant your name are highly regarded by 
Brahma (the creator) and provided by all welfare, happiness and peace by him, so 
what to talk of me?! (4). 

[ That is, those who merely take your holy name are blessed by good fortune 
by the Creator, but here I am sitting directly in front of you, hence these benefits are 
guaranteed to me in abundance. The Creator would shower me with his blessings. I 
am indeed so fortunate that you have seated me beside you. 

Refer also to: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 8 that 
precedes Doha no. 46—to Doha no. 47.] 


Even eminent sages and gods find it difficult to have a vision of the Lord in their 
dreams despite all austerities and penances they do. That same Lord has embraced 
me! 

Say, in all sooth, how lucky I am indeed! I do not boast, nor am trying to 
please you or flatter you. [To wit, it is a fact.] (5). 
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(5/37) 


karunakaraki karuna bha’. 

miti micu, lahi lanka sanka ga'i, kahuso na khunisa kha'.. 1.. 
dasamukha tajyo dudha-makhi-jyaum, apu kadhi sarhi la’. 
bhava-bhüsana so'i kiyo bibhisana muda mangala-mahimamai.. 2.. 
bidhi-hari-hara, muni-sid'dha sarahata, mudita deta dundubhi da'. 
barahi bara sumana barasata, hiya harasata kahi jai jai ja'.. 3.. 
kausika-sila-janaka-sankata hari bhrgupatiki tari ta'i. 

khaga-mrga sabara-nisacara, sabaki pümiji binu barhi sa"... 4.. 
juga-juga koti-koti karataba, karani na kachü barani na'i. 
rama-bhajana-mahima hulasi hiya, tulasihuki bani ga'i.. 5.. 


Vibhishan meets Lord Sri Ram-III 


Verse no. 5/37—In this way, when the Lord who shows mercy, compassion and grace 
showered his blessings and benedictions upon Vibhishan, the latter's worries and 
lamentations regarding his fear of death were erased', he got the kingdom of Lanka as 
a reward’, and the constant fear of Ravana that had made him sore affright was 
eliminated (from his heart and mind). 

Verily, Vibhishan's inner-self felt so blessed and contented that he no more 
harboured any ill-will, malice, hatred, discord and suspicion towards anyone, and he 
had no fear from any quarter (1). 

[Prior to his being accepted by Lord Ram, Vibhishan was constantly 
tormented by the fear of death, for he knew that once Ravana had become openly 
hostile towards him, the fear of death always loomed over his head. But now he 
became fearless. 

*Lord Ram had anointed him as the ‘king of Lanka’ to express his thanks to 
him for coming to join him in the war. This was another master stroke of wise 
military strategy of the Lord: for now Vibhishan had all the more reasons to remain 
loyal to the Lord because if the Lord wins the impending war he would be made the 
next king of Lanka. Otherwise, if Ravana survives and the tide of war does not turn 
favourable, the worst affected would be Vibhishan. Ravana would go hammer and 


1074 


tong after him, baying for his blood, and no matter where he hides he would be caught 
and summarily executed. | 


Vibhishan—who was summarily discarded with utter contempt like a ‘fly in the milk’ 
by Ravana who had usurped the entire cream (i.e. the entire wealth of Lanka without 
sharing it with his brothers)—was made a jewel of the world by the virtue of his being 
accepted by Lord Ram and more so by taking the side of righteousness and morality 
(represented by Lord Ram) vis-a-vis unrighteousness and immorality (represented by 
Ravana), and was bestowed with the fame and glory which were not only fne but also 
rare and unprecedented (2). 


Brahma, Vishnu, Lord Shiva, Sages, Hermits and Siddhas (mystics; the attained ones) 
began to praise his luck and good fortune, while the Gods played kettle-durms (and 
other musical instruments) in delight and showered flowers repeatedly with a joyful 
heart and cries of applause for Vibhishan (3). 


He (Sri Ram) had removed the troubles and tribulations of sage Vishwamitra (by 
protecting his fire sacrifice)’, Janak (by breaking the bow and marrying his daughter 
Sita when the king faced a piquant situation as no one else had been able to even 
move the bow, resulting in the king worrying about the fate of his daughter), and the 
rock-like Ahilya (when the Lord had given her deliverance by touching her with his 
feet)’. Not only this, the Lord had vanquished the terror caused by Parshuram‘. 

*At the same time, he had improved the stature (and the fate) of the bird 
(Jatau)’, the deer (Marich)*, Sabari (the tribal woman)? and the demon (Vibhishan) 
even without their having any capital (good deeds, high birth, righteousness, noble 
characters etc.) at their disposal (4). 

[*Refer also to Geetawali, Sundar Kand, verse no. 5/43, stanza no. 1. 

?Refer: Geetawali, Baal Kand, verse nos. 1/47—1/56; 1/60, stanza no. 1; 1/66. 

“Refer: Geetawali, Baal Kand, verse nos. 1/73—1/90. 

‘Refer: Geetawali, Baal Kand, verse nos. 1/57—1/59. 

Refer: Geetawali, Baal Kand, verse nos. 1/90, stanza no. 7. 

"Refer: Geetawali, Aranya Kand, verse nos. 3/12—3/16. 

‘Refer: Geetawali, Aranya Kand, verse nos. 3/3—3/7. 

?Refer: Geetawali, Aranya Kand, verse nos. 3/17/1—3/17/8. 

Refer: Geetawali, Sundar Kand, verse nos. 5/33—5/37.] 


The Lord has numerous such divine, marvelous and spectacular deeds to his credit 
spread over different ages (eras, Yugs)—nothing astonishing or new has been said 
here. 

Tulsidas asserts about himself that by remembering such excellent virtues of 
the Lord, there is an upsurge of emotional warmth, devotion and affection for the 
Lord in his heart; he wants to worship, do service to, and submit himself all the more 
to Lord Ram. The excellent glories and renowned fame and fine virtues of the Lord 
have firmly enshrined themselves in his (Tulsidas') heart, and this has made him most 
lucky and fortunate too (like the ones described above) (5). 
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(5/38) 


manjula mürati mangalama’. 

bhayo bisoka biloki bibhisana, neha deha-sudhi-sinva ga'i.. 1.. 

uthi dahini oratem sanamukha sukhada mamgi baithaka la'i. 

nakhasikha nirakhi-nirakhi sukha pavata bhavata kachu, kachu aura bha1.. 2.. 
bara koti sira kati, sati lati, ravana sankarapai la'i. 

so'i lanka lakhi atithi anavasara rama trnasana-jyom da’... 3.. 
priti-pratiti-riti-sobha-sari, thahata jaham' jaham taham gha". 

bahu-bali, banaita bolako, bira bisvabija' ja'ī.. 4.. 

ko dayalu dusaro duni, jehi jarani dina-hiyaki hat? 

tulası kako nama japata jaga jagati jamati binu ba'i.. 5.. 


Vibhishan meets Lord Sri Ram-IV 


Verse no. 5/38— Seeing the most attractive and auspicious image (of Lord Ram), 
Vibhishan became free from all sorrows, anguish and miseries, and he was so 
enchanted and enraptured by its captivating view that he encroached upon the limits 
of the awareness of his body (i.e. he became unaware of himself or his surroundings)' 
(1). 

[ Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-6 that precede 
Doha no. 45.] 


Then he (Vibhishan) got up from the right side (where he had been seated uptil now) 
and asked to be seated right in front of the Lord, facing him’. There, he observed the 
Lord intently from the toe-nails to the tuft of hair on his head, and became exhilarated 
(at his stupendous beauty and charm). He wanted something different while 
something else happened? (2). 

[By sitting right in front, Vibhishan wised to ascertain the facial expressions 
of Lord Ram to judge for himself if he is sincerely welcome as a friend, or was there 
some sort of doubt in the mind of Lord Ram which would be evident from the Lord's 
expressions. Besides this, it will also give the Lord an opportunity to judge Vibhishan 
by looking directly into his eyes. The resultant trust that would be built between them 
would be more robust and sustaining then what they have garnered about each other 
by way of hearing from others. 

*What was that he wanted or expected, and what different thing happened? 
This question is answered in the next stanza. Vibhishan had merely expected to be 
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accepted by Lord Ram so that he could escape the wrath of his brother Ravana. He 
came as a refugee, and a refugee in a king’s court can’t expect the same status as the 
original inhabitants of the country immediately, with full honour as is bestowed on 
others in the royal court. But the treatment he got at the hands of Lord Ram was 
beyond his imagination. First, the Lord embraced him as if he was very dear to him 
and were like his own brother Bharat (refer: verse no. 5/36, stanza no. 2 herein 
above). Second, he seated Vibhishan close to him like he would make his close 
confidantes and ministers sit (refer: verse no. 5/36, stanza no. 3 herein above). Third, 
the Lord anointed him as the next king of Lanka (refer: verse no. 5/38, stanza no. 3 
herein below). 

What more would Vibhishan want; he got more than was due to him. So he 
was astonished and felt exceedingly obliged towards Lord Ram. ] 


The Lanka which Ravan had got as a boon (blessing) from Shiva after having offered 
his head to him numerous of times (literally crores of times), and suffering immense 
troubles and difficulties to get this boon (“bara koti sira kati, sati lati, ravana 
sankarapai la'"), the same realm of Lanka was given by Lord Ram to Vibhishan 
even though the latter never asked for it, with great hesitance as if this was an 
inadequate gift by the Lord to his guest who had come uninvited and sudden at a time 
when the Lord had nothing more to offer him as a gift that is usually given to an 
honoured guest, for the Lord regarded this gift (of offering him the kingship of Lanka) 
as very inconsequential and humble like offering a valueless reed or a blade of grass 
to an honourable guest that does not match is stature or standing in society (in the 
absence of anything more valuable or worthwhile that could be given to be given to 
him at the moment) (so'i lanka lakhi atithi anavasara rama trnasana-jyorn da'īí. 
(3). 

[fOr conversely, it can also mean that Sri Ram gave Vibhishan a seat made of 
grass or reed, which is a humble seat for a king, in the absence of a better seating 
arrangement. And this seat of grass was symbolically the throne of Lanka. Since 
Lanka had been stripped bare of all its gold, fortunes and fames of being invincible at 
the hands of Hanuman earlier, Sri Ram indeed felt reluctant to give such a desolate 
city as a reward to Vibhishan. Another probable reason for his reluctance and 
hesitation was the fear that he (Sri Ram) would go down in history as the one who— 
inspite of being the epitome of righteousness and probity—had rewarded a person for 
treason and betrayal because, notwithstanding the spiritual aspects of devotion, 
humility, worship, surrender before the Lord, abandoning those who are evil and vile 
etc., what Vibhishan had actually done was exactly this—treason and betrayal. 
Thirdly, Ravana was still alive, the outcome of the war may not be certain or known 
now. So, Sri Ram thought—what if Ravana is not killed, or the war ends in such a 
way that the throne is retained by the latter. What shall he give to Vibhishan then? 
This is why Lord Ram felt hesitant and shy at the time of anointing Vibhishan in a 
symbolic manner as the king of Lanka. 

Remember: Vibhishan was not an ordinary defecting demon who came to join 
an enemy's camp out of disenchantment with his own king Ravana, or for seeking 
personal gains when he realized that the invading army was stronger and sure to 
conquer the land. He was a prince in his own right, and an apparent heir to the throne 
of Lanka should the present king Ravana pre-decease him. Welcoming a great prince 
who would be the next king of the country by offering him a seat of grass was not in 
accordance to his royal stature. This is also why Lord Ram felt hesitant. 
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Refer also to: (a) Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Doha no. 49 along with 
Chaupai line nos. 8-10 that precede it; and (b) Kavitawali, Sundar Kand, verse no. 
5/52; || 


He (Sri Ram) is like a river of love and affection who upholds mutual trust and 
endearing relationships, one who obeys the laws and regulations of code of good 
behaviour and respect for each other, and one who generally is adorned by excellent 
virtues, adorable qualities and immaculate character that are like his ornaments (priti- 
pratiti-riti-sobha-sari). 

Wherever and whenever attempts are made to measure his glorious virtues and 
noble characters, they are found to be measureless and fathomless (thahata jahan 
jaham taham gha'). 

The Lord's arms are very strong and his is exceedingly valiant (bahu-ball). 
He is steadfast in his vows (i.e. he is true to his words and promises; “banaita 
bolako"). And he is the conqueror of those who are world-conquerors themselves 
(e.g. sage Parshuram, demon Ravana; “bira bisvabija'l ja'T’) (4). 


Who else is so merciful, compassionate and kind in this world that he has removed 
(erased, eliminated) the burnings (anguish, sorrows, tribulations, miseries, agonies) in 
the heart of those who are the underdogs, who are downtrodden, poor, humble, meek 
and lowly (ko dayalu düsaro duni, jehi jarani dina-hiyaki ha')? 

Tulsidas declares assertively—who else is there in this world, chanting (or 
repeating, remembering, recalling, taking shelter of) whose name the earth gives 
produce even without sowing (i.e. one gets the auspicious blessings or rewards even 
without doing noble and virutous deeds) (tulasi kako nama japata jaga jagati 
jamati binu ba'l)°. (5) 

[Tulsidas does not advise one to become indolent, lithargic and lazy. It is 
evident that the earth will not produce anything without sowing seeds. It's absolutely 
absurd. He was a poet, so his words should be understood in their true ‘spirit content’ 
rather than the ‘letter content’. For him, Sri Ram's holy name is far superior than Sri 
Ram himself, and personifies dignity and holiness. When one constantly remembers 
the Lord's name it guards him from any evil doings, evil thoughts or evil mongerings. 
So, what Tulsidas' intention is, is to safeguard us from vices, sins and evils by keeping 
the holy name as a constant guard against these vices and misdemeanours, and not to 
sit idle at home doing nothing, with a rosary in hand and saying ‘Ram-Ram’. That 
will be of no use. Advice of philosophers should be properly understood and 
interpreted to be of any benefit. This should clear the air of accusation which Tulsidas 
is generally subjected to—that he advocates indolence, lithargy and in-action in the 
name of chanting Lord Sri Ram's holy name. ] 
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saba bhamtti bibhisanaki bani. 

kiyo krpalu abhaya kalahutern, ga'i sansrti-samisati ghani.. 1.. 

sakha lasana-hanumana, sambhu gura, dhani rama kosaladhani. 
hiya hi aura, aura kinhim bidhi, ramakrpa aurai thani.. 2.. 
kalusa-kalanka-kalesa-kosa bhayo jo pada paya ravana rani. 

so'i pada paya bibhisana bho bhava-bhusana dali dUsana-ani.. 3.. 
bamha-pagara, udara-siromani, nata-palaka, pavana pani. 

sumana barasi raghubara-guna baranata, harasi deva dundubhi hani.. 4.. 
ranka-nivaja ranka raja ki'e, ga'e garaba gari gari gant. 
rama-pranama mahamahima-khani, sakala sumangalamani-jani.. 5.. 
hoya bhalō aise hi ajahum gayé rama-sarana parihari mani. 

bhuja utha'i, sakhi sankara kari, kasama kha'i tulasi bhani.. 6.. 


Vibhishan meets Lord Sri Ram-V 


Verse no. 5/39—Vibhishan had achieved everything in all respects. The merciful 
Lord Sri Ram made him fearless from the God of Death, as well as from the torments 
of this world (1). 


He (Vibhishan) found good friends such as Laxman and Hanuman, Guru such as Lord 
Shiva, and his lord and master such as Lord Ram. He had something different in his 
heart (fear of Ravana and worry for his own safety), but with Lord Ram's mercy an 
opposite prevailed (1.e. he became fearless and the happiest being in the world) (2). 


Ravana, who as a demon, had become the treasury of sins, most disgraceful in his 
race, and a storehouse of wickedness upon becoming the king of Lanka, but the same 
post or designation (of being a demon king of Lanka) turned Vibhishan into the jewel 
of his race, and a slayer (eliminator) of all that was un-righteous and un-holy (3). 


The Gods showered flowers, beat trumpets and sang the glory of Lord Ram whose 
arms are like walls to protect the distressed (bamha-pagara), who is the most 
magnanimous and kind Lord of all the Lords (udara-siromani), who is an eternal 
maverick sustainer of the universe (nata-palaka), and who makes righteous vows and 
keep them diligently (pavana pant) (4). 
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The helper of the poor (i.e. Lord Ram) had made the pauper Vibhishan into a King (of 
Lanka) (ranka-nivaja ranka raja ki'e). This crushed the false pride of the so-called 
millionaires and super-rich people (who boast of being charitable by giving only a 
miniscule portion of their fortunes as charity or alms while hiding the bulk of their 
wealth and treasures) (ga'e garaba gari gari gant). 

Bowing before Lord Ram and submitting one's self to the Lord is like a rich 
mine that bestows all types of honour, fame, achievements and glory that are priceless 
(rama-pranama mahamahima-khani)'. 

[That is, if one surrenders one's self before the Lord, all the goodness that 
exists in this world, all the auspicious virtues and qualities, all the good fortunes and 
luck, all sorts of peace and happiness—everything becomes easily accessible by him.] 


(5). 


Tulsidas says that 1f one goes to seek refuge at the feet of Lord Ram even now, all 
these benefits can be had by him. He says this with Lord Shiva as a witness, raising 
his hands and making a solemn oath that what he says is the truth, without gainsay, 
and he is very definite about it? (6). 

[ Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, (i) Chaupai line nos. 1-2 that 
precede Doha no. 50; and (11) Doha no. 60 along with Chanda line nos. 3-4 that 
precede it.] 
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kaho, kyom na bibhisanaki banai? 

gayo chadi chala sarana ramaki, jo phala cari caryaum janai.. 1.. 
mangalamüla pranama jasu jaga, müla amangalake khanai. 

tehi raghunatha hatha mathe diyo, ko taki mahima bhanai?.. 2.. 
nama-pratapa patitapavana ki'e, je na aghane agha anai. 

ko'u ulato, ko'u sudho japi bha'e rajahansa bayasa-tanai.. 3.. 
huto lalata krsagata khata khari, moda pa'i kodo-kanai. 

so tulasi cataka bhayo jacata rama syamasumdara ghanai.. 4.. 


Vibhishan meets Lord Sri Ram-VI 
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Verse no. 5/40—Say, why should Vibhishan not be rewarded (or be treated as being 
most fortunate and lucky)? For, after forsaking all trickery, deception, prentension, 
cheating and stratagem, he had come to seek refuge with and shelter of Lord Sri Ram 
who gives all the four types of celebrated fruits to all the four types of devotees! (1). 

[ The 4 types of fruits are—"Artha" = wealth, prosperity; “Dharma” = virtues 
of righteousness, probity, propriety; “Kaam” = fulfilled of all desires; and “Moksha” 
= emancipation, salvation, liberation and deliverance from the shackles of this 
mundane, delusory world. 

The 4 types of devotees are as follows— (a) *Aarta" = one who worships the 
Lord to get rid of their sorrows, miseries, agonies, troubles and tribulations; (b) 
“Arthaarthi” = those who worship the Lord for material gain, wealth, prosperity etc.; 
(c) “Jigyaasu” = those who worship the Lord in order to seek Him, or find out about 
His true nature, the Supreme Truth, the essence of existence etc.; and (d) *Gyani"- 
those who have realised Him, and worship Him selflessly. They are also aware of the 
true nature of the soul. 

Refer: Geetawali, Uttar Kand, verse no. 7/15, stanza no. 3; verse no. 7/16, 
stanza no. 2; verse no. 7/17, stanza no. 2.] 


Doing 'Pranam' (i.e. paying obeisance by bowing the head) to Lord Sri Ram is the 
root of all auspiciousness and well-beings, and is potent enough to uproot all 
inauspiciousness and evil forebodings in this world. Verily, it is the same Raghunath 
(Sri Ram) who had placed his benevolent and merciful hands on the head of 
Vibhishan. Say, how can one describe his (Vibhishan's) privilege and good luck, and 
the resultant fame that he acquired for himself? (2). 


The power and might of the Lord's holy Name has purified even those sinners and 
vile ones who were never tired of doing evil, sinning and committing misdemeanours 
and unrighteousness of all kinds?. Some had chanted his name in the correct order, 
and others in the reverse order (i.e. some as RAAM and some as MARAA)’, and by 
doing so, even those whose characters and deeds were like crows became as exalted 
as royal swans (3). 

[ The glory of Lord Ram's holy name is extolled in (a) Ram Charit Manas, 
Baal Kand, from Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 19—to Chaupai line no. 1 
that precedes Doha no. 28; (b) Kavitawali, Uttar Kand, verse nos. 7/89—7/93; and (c) 
Vinai Patrika, verse nos. 46, 64—70. 

Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha 
no. 19. The legendary sage Valmiki had repeated Lord Ram's name in the reverse 
order to achieve an exalted stature amongst the greatest sages and seers of his time.] 


[Talking about himself, Tulsidas says—] ‘He, who was of a weak body (i.e. under- 
nourished, emaciated) and had to eat husk (i.e. eat worthless, left-over food), who 
yearned for bits and morsels of food, and had to content himself with ordinary food 
and felt happy even to get it (in short, who was extremely impoverished and hungry to 
even find sufficient to feed his stomach)—now is so privileged that he is able to 
directly ask or seek like a Papiha (a sparrow hawk) from the beautiful dark cloud 
representing Sri Ram" (4). 

[^Tulsidas cites his early life when he was so poor that he had to beg for food, but 
no one cared for him. Now that he has declared himself as a servant and devotee of 
the Lord, everyone around wishes to please him and get his blessings, and therefore 
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there is no dearth of anything that he needs. All this is because of one factor: that is 
his surrendering before Lord Ram. 

Realizing the import of this, Tulsidas has decided not to seek from anybody other 
than his Lord Ram who is compared here to the dark rain-bearing clouds. The cloud is 
symbolic of magnanimity, generosity and charity, and used as a metaphor for life and 
its abundant pleasures and joys. The cloud showers rain which sustains life on this 
earth so much so that when it rains and the dark cloud is cited in the sky, the farmer 
rejoices and the animals begin to sing in the garden and the forests. The ‘Papiha’ asks 
for rain-drops from the cloud to satisfy its own thirst, but the gracious and kind cloud 
gives rain not only to him, but at his behest or on his excuse, to the whole world at 
large. 

Similarly, Tulsidas asks from Lord Sri Ram for his own benefit, but the 
magnanimous Lord showers his grace and munificence on the whole creation. 
Tulsidas rejoices at the Lord's grace and benevolent nature. | 
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ati bhaga bibhisanake bhale. 

eka pranama prasanna rama bha'e, durita-dosa-darida dale.. 1.. 
ravana-kumbhakarana bara mamgata siva-birarici baca chale. 
rama-darasa payo abicala pada, sudina saguna nike cale.. 2.. 
milani biloki svami-sevakaki ukathe taru phulé-phale. 

tulasi suni sanamana bandhuko dasakandhara hamsi hiye jalé.. 3.. 


Vibhishan meets Lord Sri Ram-VII 


Verse no. 5/41— Vibhishan is extremely fortunate for Lord Sri Ram was pleased by 
his bowing his head once, and, as a result, all his sins, faults and poverties were 
eliminated (erased, removed) for good (1). 


At the time when Ravana and Kumbhakarn propitiated Lord Shiva and Brahma 
respectively and received boons, both of them were deceived by the latter two’. 

But even at that time, Vibhishan was blessed with a boon that would bring him 
stable good fortune and eternal glory and exalted stature (by way having devotion for 
Lord Ram) which fructified and took effect when he started on his journey to meet the 
Lord’. 
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Forsooth, Vibhishan had embarked on his journey to meet the Lord on an 
auspicious day and time as he was blessed with a stable stature and eternity of life by 
simply having a divine sight of Lord Ram. (2). 


['To wit, these two Gods used clever ploys and use of words that had double 
meaning and interpretations to mislead these two demon brothers so that when the 
time came to ask for boons they asked for things that made no sense, and rendered 
them vulnerable. Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-8 that 
precede Doha no. 177. 

Both Ravana and Kumbhakaran had asked and got boons that related to 
worldly fame and comfort; they had not sought anything for their spiritual welfare. 
This single error on their part proved to be their undoing, for the body is perishable 
and one or the other day it has to come to an end. And that is what happened: both the 
brothers died in the war of Lanka. Whereas their brother Vibhishan got the blessing of 
devotion for Lord God that made him live a life for a long time that transcended the 
era. It is narrated in Adhyatma Ramayan of Veda Vyas that Vibhishan ruled over 
Lanka till the time Lord Ram himself left this world, and at that time the Lord asked 
Vibhishan to stay back and look after the remnants of the demon race. Refer: 
Adhyatma Ramayan, Uttar Kand, Canto 9, verse nos. 32—34. 

Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Doha no. 177 where Vibhishan has 
asked for the boon of having devotion for Lord God. And as it turned out, this paved 
his way for his meeting and acceptance by Lord Ram who was a manifestation of the 
‘Lord God'.] 


Watching this union of the Lord and his servant (devotee, follower Vibhishan), even 
the dried-up trees blossomed once again, bearing flowers and fruits. 

Tulisdas says that when Ravana heard that his brother had been welcomed by 
Sri Ram, he laughed overtly, but jealousy and envy burnt his heart? (3). 

[He laughed externally to hide his embarrassment, to conceal his annoyance 
and indignation that his own brother has joined his enemy's camp, and to show his 
utter contempt for Vibhishan. But internally he was scared stiff because Vibhishan 
knew all the secrets of Lanka, and this may prove dangerous when the war starts. 

At the same time as this, Ravana had an inkling and his sixth sense told him 
that Sri Ram was no ordinary human prince, but was actually an incarnation of the 
Supreme Lord himself in a human form (refer: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, 
Doha no. 22 along with Chaupai line nos. 1-6 that follow it). 

He was repeatedly told that this is a fact, first by Marich (refer: Ram Charit 
Manas, Aranya Kand, Doha no. 25 along with Chaupai line nos. 3-8 that precede it), 
then by his own wife Mandadori (refer: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Doha no. 
36 along with Chaupai line nos. 4-10 that precede it), his old minister and uncle 
Malyawan (refer: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-2 that 
precede Doha no. 40), and later on by his own brother Kumbhakaran (refer: Ram 
Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Doha no. 62 along with Chaupai line nos. 1-6 that follow 
it). 

Ravana felt envious of Vibhishan because the latter had reached the Lord 
even before he himself had a chance to see him face to face and seek deliverance from 
his gross body of a demon. Also because the Lord had welcomed Vibhishan and had 
put his hand on his head, something for which all souls yearned but rarely had the 
privilege to get. 
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Then, Lord Ram had declared Vibhishan as the future king of Lanka, and this 
peeved Ravana the most and made him burn out of jealousy, as no king would ever 
want that his crown should be so easily usurped in favour of someone whom he 
despises. ] 
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gaye rama sarana sabakau bhalo. 

gani-gariba, baro-choto, budha-murha, hinabala-atibalo.. 1.. 
pangu-andha, niraguni-nisambala, jo na lahai jace jalo. 

so nibahyo nike, jo janami jaga rama-rajamaraga calo.. 2.. 
nama-pratapa-divakara kara khara garata tuhina jyom kalimalo. 
sutahita nama leta bhavanidhi tari gayo ajamila-so khalo.. 3.. 
prabhupada prema pranama-kamataru sadya bibhisanako phalo. 
tulasi sumirata nama sabaniko mangalamaya nabha-jala thalo.. 4.. 


Benefits of Taking Shelter with Lord Ram 


Verse no. 5/42—Everyone stands to gain and have welfare by seeking refuge in the 
holy feet of Lord Sri Ram—whether he is rich or impoverished, whether he is of high 
or low birth, of whatever stature and position in society he is, whether he is wise or an 
idiot, and whether he is weak or most strong and valiant (1). 


Even those who are lame, blind, without any virtues and qualities, and most 
impoverished and wretched, who do not even get water to drink when desired—if 
they took birth in this world and followed the highway that leads to Lord Ram (i.e. the 
path of devotion, worship, adoration, love, affection, surrender, submission and 
service etc.), they were well looked after and sustained by the Lord (2). 


In the face of the brilliant and splendorous rays of the sun representing the might, 
glory, fame and virtues of Sri Ram's Holy Name, the faults (i.e. evils, vices, 
misdemeanours, sins etc.) of Kaliyug melt away like snow. 

Even the wicked rascal such as Ajaamil crossed the ocean of this illusionary 
and mundane world, and attained emancipation and salvation just by calling out his 
name (“Narayan”), even though he had meant to call out to his son of the same name! 


(3). 
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['Ajaamil was so horrified at seeing the messengers of death that he called for 
his own son, named Narain, to protect him. But since the word also was the name of 
Vishnu, the latter immediately sent his own messengers to rescue the wretched 
Ajaamil and bring him to heaven. ] 


The bowing of his head by Vibhishan (to pay obeisance to Lord Ram) proved to be a 
Kalpa Tree (the all wish-fulfilling tree) for him, and it bore fruits for him immediately 
too". 

Tulsidas cites this as an example to say that similarly, when one recalls or 
remembers the Lord's Holy Name, the sky, the earth (land) and the water (rivers, 
oceans etc.) all become auspicious and full of good omens for him (4). 

['Vibhishan was subjected to great humiliation in Lanka by his own brother 
Ravana who treated him with great contempt because Vibhishan was a stout follower 
of Lord Vishnu. But when Vibhishan came and took the shelter of Lord Ram, he was 
not only warmly welcomed but also given respect and a position in the hierarchy of 
Lord's ministers. Not only this, his honour was restored as the Lord anointed him as 
the next king of Lanka.] 
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sujasa suni Sravana haum natha! ayo sarana. 
upala-kevata-gidha-sabari-sansrti-samana, 
soka-S$rama-siva sugriva aratiharana.. 1.. 
rama rajiva-locana bimocana bipati, 
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syama nava-tamarasa-dama barida-barana. 
lasata jatajuta sira, caru municira kati, 

dhira raghubira tunira-sara-dhanu-dharana.. 2.. 
jatudhanésa-bhrata bibhisana nama 
bandhu-apamana guru glani cahata garana. 
patitapavana! pranatapala! karunasindhu! 
rakhi'e mohi saumitri-sevati-carana.. 3.. 
dinata-priti-sankalita mrdubacana suni 

pulaki tana prema, jala nayana lage bharana. 
boli, lankesa' kahi anka bhari bhenti prabhu, 
tilaka diyo dina-dukha-dosa darida-darana.. 4.. 
kiyo so kalyana-bhajana sumangalakarana. 
dasa tulasi sadayahrdaya raghubansamani 
‘pahi’ kahe kahi kinhom na tarana-tarana?.. 5.. 


Vibhishan speaks to Lord Ram, and his Anointment 
As the King of Lanka-I 


Verse no. 5/43—[Vibhishan said—] ‘Oh Lord! I have come to seek shelter at your 
holy feet after having heard your renown, glory and fame with my own ears’. 

You are the one who brought to rest the cycle of birth and death of the rock- 
like Ahilya, Kewat (the boatman), the vulture (Jatau) and Sabari (the old out caste 
Bhil woman) as well as are the remover of the sorrows and miseries, travails and 
weariness of Sugriv (the king of monkeys)? (1). 

[' Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Doha no. 45. 

Refer: Geetawali, Sundar Kand, verse no. 5/37, stanza no. 4.] 


Oh Lord Sri Ram! You have lotus-like eyes, are the destroyer of all types of troubles, 
misfortunes, difficulties and adversities, have a countenance which is radiant and 
glowing like a dark blue lotus, and a complexion like a dark rain-bearing cloud. 

A crown of matted hairs adorns your head. There are attractive clothes suitable 
for a hermit around your waist, and you are a most patient, courageous and steadfast 
warrior of Raghu's clan, who holds a bow, arrow and a quiver (2). 


I am a brother of the demon king Ravana. My name is Vibhishan. I am anguished, 
exceedingly remorseful and dejected at being scornfully humiliated and reproached 
publicly by my brother (in the full assembly of demons). 

Oh the purifier of the lowly, downtrodden, wretched, sinful and humble ones 
(patitapavana)! Oh the protector or sustainer of those who have surrendered 
themselves before you and have sought your refuge/shelter by bowing their heads 
before you (or those who are humble, modest and meek = pranatapala)! Oh an ocean 
of mercy, compassion and kindness (Karunasindhu)! Please give me the shelter of 
your feet which are served by Laxman too.” (3). 

[ Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Doha no. 45 along with Chaupai 
line nos. 7-8 that precede it, and Chaupai line no. 1 that follows it.] 
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Hearing these humble, meek and pleasant words of Vibhishan that were soaked in 
affection and earnest pleadings, the Lord's body was thrilled with affectionate 
emotions and tears began welling-up in his eyes. 

The Lord, who removes the sorrows, miseries, troubles, faults and wants 
(poverty) of the meek, lowly, humble, poor and downtrodden ones, called him by the 
title of ‘Lankesh’ (meaning ‘the king of Lanka’), spread his arms and embraced him, 
and then anointed him (as the king of Lanka), putting a ceremonial Tilak Mark on his 
forehead to formalise it* (4). 

['Refer: (a) Geetawali, Sundar Kand, verse no. 5/36, stanza no. 2; verse no. 
5/38, stanza no. 3; verse no. 5/42, stanza nos. 1-2; verse no. 5/44, stanza no. 4; (b) 
Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line nos. 2-5 that precede Doha no. 46; 
Doha no. 48 and Chaupai line nos. 1-8 that precede it; and Doha no. 49 along with 
Chaupai line nos. 8-10 that precede it.] 


Vibhishan, being a demon by birth and belonging to the enemy camp, was to be 
forsaken and avoided at all costs (or looked at with suspicion and scepticism). Inspite 
of that, he was made an abode of auspiciousness and good fortune by him (Sri Ram) 
who is the bestower of all auspiciousness, good fortunes and welfares. 

The servant (of Lord Sri Ram, i.e.) Tulsidas asserts that the jewel of Raghu's 
clan (“raghubansamani”; i.e. Lord Sri Ram) is of a very merciful, simple, pure and 
tender heart (sadayahrdaya). Simply by pleading ‘Save me^', who has he not made 
so exalted and potent that the latter himself becomes capable of liberating others? (5). 

[P Refer: Geetawali, Sundar Kand, verse no. 5/29, stanza no. 4.] 


(5/44) 





dfa fake RAA ATT | 

gaRd—ay, aug, ygafead vni wv ef All 
gee Rya aga fates, ga Pera mu 

gA dates maA Gd aa fag emu 211 
umd wy ga-ga ashe! ad off 4 pnm 
oR pea dR aa faces ws vm sme sii 
gat fait Yat vuase eh oR foe gemi 
Heat eR aR sim maw, dams ws areal) 411 
aod far uy emm feat, cau eg feum 
daftiert yi wo OR Gl A usua Um 711511 



































(5/44) 


dina-hita birada puranani gayo. 

arata-bandhu, krpalu, mrdula-cita jani sarana haurm ayo.. 1.. 
tumhare ripuko anuja bibhisana, bansa nisacara jayo. 

suni guna-sila-subha'u nathako maim caranani citu layo.. 2.. 
janata prabhu dukha-sukha dasaniko, tatem kahi na sunayo. 
kari karuna bhari nayana bilokahu, taba janaum apanayo.. 3.. 
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bacana binita sunata raghunayaka hanisi kari nikata bulayo. 
bhéntyo hari bhari anka bharata-jyom, lankapati mana bhayo.. 4.. 
karapankaja sira parasi abhaya kiyo, janapara hetu dikhayo. 
tulasidasa raghubira bhajana kari ko na paramapada payo?.. 5.. 


Vibhishan speaks to Lord Ram, and his Anointment 
As King of Lanka-II 


Verse no. 5/44—[Vibhishan pleads with Lord Ram—] ‘Oh Lord! The Purans (ancient 
histories of the Hindus) have sung your glories (i.e. made you renowned) as being one 
who is the well-wisher and benefactor of the meek, weak, lowly, humble, wretched 
and downtrodden, the underdogs and the miserable ones (dina-hita birada puranani 
gayo). 

I too have come to seek your refuge and shelter, recognising you as a friend of 
the lowly, the humble and the distressed, as being merciful, compassionate and 
gracious, and of being a sweet, amiable and friendly temperament (arata-bandhu, 
krpalu, mrdula-cita) (1). 


I am born in the demon clan and am a younger brother of your arch enemy Ravana. 
Hearing your virtues, noble characters and merciful temperament, I have concentrated 
my mind in your holy feet (with the hope that you will bless me and be compassionate 
towards me) (2). 


The Lord is aware of the joys and sorrows of those who serve him faithfully, with 
devotion and sincerity (i.e. the Lord knows the pain and sufferings as well as joys and 
happiness of all his devotees, followers and subordinates—because he is omniscient 
and resides in the heart of all as their soul). This is the reason why I have not told you 
anything; I did not mention in detail about my sufferings and agonies. 

Now, only when you intently look at me with merciful, loving and 
compassionate eyes will I know that you have accepted me (as one of your own, as 
your devotee whom you have given refuge and shelter—taba janaum apanayo) 


(3).’ 


Hearing such prayerful words of earnest pleadings spoken by Vibhishan, Raghunayak 
(i.e. the Lord of king Raghu’s race; Lord Sri Ram) laughed (i.e. smiled politely) and 
called him near, embraced him, and held him close to his bosom as if he were his own 
brother Bharat', and regarded him as a king of Lanka for all practical purposes’ (4). 

[ Refer: Geetawali, Sundar Kand, verse no. 5/36, stanza no. 2; verse no. 5/43, 
stanza no. 4. 

?Refer: Geetawali, Sundar Kand, verse no. 5/38, stanza no. 3; verse no. 5/43, 
stanza no. 4.] 


Then, touching his (Vibhishan's) head with his lotus-like hands (i.e. palms), the Lord 
made him fearless—this is how Lord Ram exhibited his affection for his devotee (and 
faithful, loyal follower)’. 


Tulsidas observes that indeed, who has not attained the most exalted and the 
supreme state (or status) of existence^ by worshipping and having devotion for Lord 
Sri Ram? (5). 
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[To wit, the Lord not only elevated Vibhishan to the high stature of being 
equivalent to his own beloved brother Bharat, embracing him with the same affection 
as he would have embraced Bharat, but also made him the king of Lanka, and to top it 
he blessed Vibhishan by putting his hands on his head as a gesture of providing him 
fearlessness and abiding protection from his side. 

“The ‘supreme post or stature’ for Vibhishan here has different connotations—in 
the material world it is the kingship of Lanka and freedom from Ravana's fear. In the 
spiritual realm it is to be blessed by the divine sight and blessing of the Lord, be 
recognised as his devotee, and attain the chance to serve his holy feet. And in the 
highest realm of metaphysics it is the oneness with the Supreme Soul. Frankly 
speaking, without any prejudice and interpolating with the context, this third state was 
attained by Ravana and Kumbhakarn but not by Vibhishan. 

During the final battle, a bright shaft of effulgence representing the life-force or 
Soul had emerged from their bodies and merged with Sri Ram (Ram Charit Manas, 
Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 9 that precedes Doha no. 103, and Chaupai line no. 8 
that precedes Doha no. 71 respectively), but this privilege was denied to Vibhishan, 
albeit it is true that a devotee prefers to eternally serve the holy feet of the Lord, but 
the ultimate peace and bliss is attained only when the microcosmic soul merges with 
the macrocosmic Soul that is an eternal ocean of bliss—this stature both Ravana and 
Kumbhakarn achieved, but Vibhishan missed! | 


NT Ars 


(5 / 45) 





weg Hel AY Psat Fars | 

yg war cofüufd cam, ge wt wh WII 
ws fafa ecm, aff vnesfd olel ode A GI 
emdr YR Ai, A aol fefe, ws ora RTI! 211 
fired ef fet wa vor fag, «fes sik core] 
Aek aN aR cs at wa, St a Yo SII 
gm yA yor vag ged ef, Wea wa YASS | 
af orm fra aie «mr wa, peA ae wel! 411 
gm wuufd wes fetes Wea, w4 as 

gaam aft smear wg OU WY oe AVII SII 





























raga dhanasri 
(5/45) 


satya kahaum mero sahaja subha'u. 

sunahu sakha kapipati lankapati, tumha sana kauna dura'u.. 1.. 
saba bidhi hina-dina, ati jaramati jako katahumi na tha'um. 

ayo sarana bhajaum, na tajaum tihi, yaha janata risira'u.. 2.. 
jinhake haum hita saba prakara cita, nahina aura upa'u. 

tinhahim lagi dhari deha karaum saba, daraum na sujasa nasa'u.. 3.. 
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puni puni bhuja utha'i kahata haum, sakala sabha pati'a'u. 
nahi ko'u priya mohi dasa sama, kapata-priti bahi ja'u.. 4.. 
suni raghupati bacana bibhisana prema-magana, mana ca'u. 
tulasidasa taji asa-trasa saba aise prabhu kaham gā'u.. 5.. 


Lord Ram's Proclamation 


Verse no. 5/45—[After giving refuge and shelter to Vibhishan, Lord Ram made his 
basic kind and merciful nature known to the assembly. Refer also to Ram Charit 
Manas, Sundar Kand, Doha no. 48 along with Chaupai line nos. 1-8 that precede it 
where the same declaration has been made by Lord Ram. 

Refer also to Ram Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, (1) from Chaupai line no. 2 that 
precedes Doha no. 85—to Doha no. 87 where Lord Ram has preached the saintly 
crow Kaagbhusund on the same theme; (ii) from Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes 
Doha no. 36—to Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 42 where Lord Ram has 
preached to Hanuman and Bharat and the rest of the company about the characters of 
saintly people who are dear to him; and (iii) from Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes 
Doha no. 43—to Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 47 where Lord Ram has 
preached the citizens of Ayodhya about the characters of people who are dear to him. 

If one understands the import of these teachings, one is motivated to improve 
one's self and inculcate these virtues that would make him feel very comfortable and 
assured of redemption at the hands of Lord Ram. It also motivates one to surrender 
himself fearlessly before the Lord who is none but the Supreme Being in a visible 
human form, a prospect that makes seeking deliverance and salvation so much the 
easier as compared to worshipping a God who is unknown and unseen.] 


[Lord Sri Ram proclaimed—] ‘I speak truthfully about my inherent and natural 
temperament. Listen attentively, the king of monkeys (Sugriv) and the king of Lanka 
(Vibhishan). There is nothing which I have to conceal from you (1). 


He—who is lowly, drowntrodden, meek, humble, most foolish and highly 
unfortunate, one who has no where to go and has no destination, one who has no 
succour and solace anywhere in this world—if any such person comes to me seeking 
shelter and refuge, I ‘serve? him in all possible ways, and never abandon, avoid or 
forsake him. This fact is well known to (and endorsed by) sage Valmiki and other 
exalted sages and seers (2). 


Those whose mind and intellect regard me as their sole benefactor, their only 
protector, and their single well-wisher, and who find no solution (or way out) of their 
problems except seeking my refuge (i.e. they are in a virtual log-jam in this mundane 
world but sincerely seek a way out of their quandry)—I assume a human form for 
them and finish off all their works for them, not bothering (or fearing) that by doing 
any such act my reputation and fame will be harmed or tainted in any way! (3). 

[To wit, I am not tardy and reluctant at helping my devotees, even at the cost 
of tarnishing my immaculate image or reputation. Sri Ram seems to justify his many 
acts that would seem a little bit unrighteous on their face. But since those acts would 
be of good of his devotees, the Lord did not hesitate to do them. For instance, his 
acceptance of Vibhishan would seem as a strategic military move to spark dissention 
and desertion in the enemy’s camp, as well as to give shelter to such deserters and 
traitors to serve strategic gains on the battle field and get insider information on the 
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enemy’s army and preparedness. But the Lord did not accept Vibhishan for this 
reason; the Lord accepted him as he was subjected to immense torment and was 
suffering horrors under the rule of his cruel and selfish demon brother Ravana who 
did not know what good treatment to his dependants meant. 

Think what would be the fate of Vibhishan if Lord Ram had turned him away 
for fear of inviting ill-fame in the world for giving refuge to traitors such as 
Vibhishan? The latter would have surely been tortured to death by Ravana. Since 
Vibhishan came to seek help from the Lord when he was in immense consternation 
and fear of his life, it was incumbent upon the Lord to extend his protection to him 
because it his declared policy to give protection to all who come to seek it, and 
especially when Vibhishan was not in the wrong and was a pious soul. The Lord just 
could not refuse him. 

Similar accusation can be made with respect of Lord Ram dethroning Baali 
and putting Sugriv on the throne of Kiskindha—because then Sugriv would be 
obliged to the Lord and be under his command, almost like his vassal, providing the 
much needed army and arms for the campaign of Lanka. In this case, Lord Ram was 
more concerned for the good and welfare of Sugriv who had been wronged by his 
brother Baali. If mere help of the monkey army was the Lord’s concern in making 
Sugriv the king of Kishkindha, the same objective could have been more easily 
achieved by seeking the help of Baali if Lord Ram would have helped the latter in 
capturing Sugriv. But the Lord preffered to accept the ignominy of taking sides in 
what was a mutual conflict between two brothers as it helped Sugriv to regain his 
honour and rightful share. 

Earlier also, Lord Ram had liberated Ahilya, the wife of sage Guatam who 
was in the form of a stone, by ‘touching her with his feet’, something which is not 
totally beyond reproach as it is not right to touch a woman, especially if is she is a 
sage’s wife. But since this seemingly not-so-right action was necessary for the good 
of Ahilya, the Lord did it, fully knowing that the coming generation would continue to 
raise fingers at him for this kind act.] 


I repeatedly lift my arms and declare, let the whole assembly listen carefully to it and 
believe my words—no one is dearer to me than my servant (i.e. my ardent devotee, 
humble follower, refuge seeker). But yes, that servant should be of pure intellect, pure 
mind and pure heart, uncorrupt, truthful, honest, free from deceit and conceit, and of 
pure disposition in all possible ways? (4).’ 

[To wit, the Lord does not accept rascals and pretenders who wish to escape 
judgment by taking the garb of a devotee of the Lord for the time till he can hide 
himself from punishment, only to rear his ugly head and go back to his old evil ways 
once the danger of punishment is over. For in all sooth, this is not allowed; the Lord 
makes it clear here when he says that he abhors deception, pretensions, conceit, 
deceit, or cunning of any kind. If one wishes the Lord to help him or her, then he or 
she has to first clean the heart and mind before expecting anything from the Lord. 

Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, (i) Chaupai line nos. 3-5 that precede 
Doha no. 44; and (ii) Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 48.] 


Hearing these words of Raghupati (Sri Ram), Vibhishan was overwhelmed with 
waves of surging affections and emotions of endearment for the gracious Lord, while 
his heart and mind were greatly encouraged and enthused by the Lord’s solemn oath. 
Tulsidas advises that one should avoid or abandon all hopes of succour and 
solace from this world, and become fearless by taking refuge with Lord Ram. One 
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should sing the glories, the virtues and the fames of such a (munificent, benevolent, 
merciful, compassionate, gracious, benign, magnanimous and kind) Lord as Sri Ram! 


(5). 


3K K K K K K K K K 


Chapter 10 


Building a Bridge across the Ocean; Crossing of it and Landing 
of Lord Ram’s Forces on the Soil of Lanka 


In Chapter no. 10 we shall read how Lord Ram’s huge army crossed the ocean and 
landed on the soil of Lanka by constructing a bridge across the mighty ocean, 
spanning it from its northern shore till its shores in Lanka in the south. Since Lanka 
was situated at a distance of 100 Yojans (approximately 800 miles) in the middle of 
the ocean from its northern shore where Lord Ram had pitched his camp, it follows 
that this Bridge was also of this length. 

It was indeed an awesome and spectacular sight to behold, of the formidable 
army of Lord Ram consisting of monkeys and bears crossing the mighty ocean, 
covering not only the surface of the bridge from one end to the other but also the 
surface of the ocean itself as the Kapi warriors enthusiastically and excitedly ran 
forward, energetically hopping, leaping and jumping over the backs of all sorts of 
marine creatures, small and large, that had come to the surface of the water due to the 
sudden obstruction of its flow caused by the bridge, as well as due to the 
extraordinary noise and tumult that was created by the excited waves after waves of 
cheering and shouting Kapi warriors who were eager to get to the other side ahead of 
their companions. 

Once across, the Lord pitched his camp on “Mt. Subel", the third of the three 
summits of the Trikoot mountain upon which Lanka was situated. As has been noted 
earlier, this third summit known as ‘Subel’ was actually a plateau which was normally 
used by the demons for practicing martial arts, but which was now to be used as the 
battle-field of the impending war. (Refer: (a) Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, (i) 
Chaupai line nos. 2-3 that precede Doha no. 5; and (ii) Chaupai line no. 1 that 
precedes Doha no. 11; (b) Adhyatma Ramayan, Lanka/Yuddha Kand, Canto 4, verse 
nos. 8.}. 


This Chapter no. 10 has been divided into two sections as follows: 


Section 10.1—- This section again has two sub-sections as follows: 

Sub-section 10.1.1—It describes our Story from Ram Charit Manas. It picks 
up the thread of this fascinating Story from where we took a pause at the end of the 
previous sub-section 9.1, i.e. now we start reading from Ram Charit Manas once 
again, from Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes Doha no. 50—to—Doha 
no. 60. 
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Sub-section 10.1.2—It narrates our Story from Lanka Kand, (1) Chaupai line 
no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 1—to—Doha no. 5; and (ii) Doha no. 11 along with 
Chaupai line nos. 1-8 that precede it. 


Section 10.2—It narrates this part of our Story from Adhyatma Ramayan, 
Lanka/Yuddha Kand, Canto 3, verse nos.49-87, and Canto 4, verse nos. 1-8. 


Section 10.1: Ram Charit Manas 


Sub-section 10.1.1—Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 3 
that precedes Doha no. 50 to Doha no. 60:- 


After accepting Vibhishan in his camp, Lord Ram called him and the monkey king 
(Surgriv) to hold a consultation regarding the next course of action to be taken, which 
was to decide on the question of ‘how to cross the ocean’. In this meeting Vibhishan 
suggested that though Lord Ram was capable of drying the ocean by his arrows but it 
would be strategically better and wiser to adopt a reconciliatory approach towards it 
by first politely requesting the deity representing the ocean to give them a safe 
passage across the water to Lanka. If it fails then the other option of using force was 
always open. 

Vibhishan’s approach was right from the military point of view, as it would 
wiser to not annoy the deity of the ocean by straightaway using force against it as it 
would mean the ocean becomes an enemy of the Lord’s forces, and it may prove 
disastrous once the army lands in Lanka and the war actually starts because they will 
have an enemy in their rear, right in their back yard, who may want to take revenge 
for his humiliation at the opportune time. This may prove fatal in case of an 
emergency when some kind of strategic retreat becomes necessary during the course 
of the war. But if the deity of the ocean voluntarily agrees to allow the Lord’s army to 
cross the water, then he would be friendly, and there would be no danger of back- 
stabbing. 

So Lord Ram agreed to try out this approach, first as it was correct line to be 
adopted in the face of an impending ferocious war in an alien land, and second to 
show respect to his new friend Vibhishan and to signal to him that his advice is given 
its due weight. 

Meanwhile, when Vibhishan had left Lanka upon being rebuked and insulted 
by his elder brother Ravana, the latter had sent one of his trusted spies, a demon 
named Suk, behind Vibhishan to follow his movements and report back about the 
developments. Suk had witnessed how Vibhishan was warmly welcomed by Lord 
Ram and shown great affection and respect. He was so emotionally overwhelmed by 
the Lord’s gracious nature that for a moment he forgot he was a spy and openly 
acclaimed the glory of Lord Ram. This indiscretion on his part revealed his identity, 
and he was caught by the guards of the Lord’s army, and beaten mercilessly. But 
when Laxman came to know of it he pardoned him; he gave Suk a letter addressed to 
Ravana and allowed him to go back home to Lanka safely. 

This merciful nature of Laxman, and the earlier observation of Lord Ram’s 
nature vis-a-vis Vibhishan, had such a profound impact on Suk that he went back to 
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Ravana’s court, and much to the annoyance and chagrin of the demon king, praised 
Lord Ram lavishly, proclaiming the Lord’s kind and gracious nature. Suk even went 
to the extent of telling Ravana that the path of confrontation that he has adopted 
against Lord Ram was totally wrong, and he should return Sita to the Lord and make a 
rapprochement with him. 

At this, Ravana kicked him the same way he had earlier kicked Vibhishan, and 
like Vibhishan, Suk too went to surrender to Lord Ram, praying for acceptance. The 
all-knowing Lord not only accepted him most affectionately but also blessed him so 
that Suk was freed from a curse cast upon him earlier by sage Agastya, and resumed 
his earlier form of a great sage. 

In the meantime, Lord Ram tried all means to please the ocean’s deity and 
seek permission to cross the ocean without use of force, but the deity remained 
stubborn, not even having the courtesy to pay its obeisance to the Lord. Finding this 
option closed and time running out, the Lord finally decided to show his might and 
asked Laxman to bring his fiery arrow so that he can now dry up the ocean. 

Facing the prospect of complete annihilation, the ocean and its deity finally 
surrendered before Lord Ram; the Ocean, or rather the deity representing the ocean, 
appeared in person before the Lord with a lot of precious gifts that are exclusively 
found in the ocean, such as pearls, corals, shells etc., asking for mercy. 

The Ocean then advised the Lord to build a bridge across its surface, 
promising that he would fully cooperate in its construction, and will not disturb or 
dismantle the bridge at any cost. 

Lord Ram obliged the Ocean by heeding to the latter’s request by eliminating 
his enemies in the north who were constantly annoying the Ocean. The Ocean felt 
exceedingly grateful towards the Lord, and returned after paying obeisance to him. 

This part of the wondrous Story is now narrated as follows: 


yi aha web ST ara | Tekan wer Ted sare 3 u 

Bet TT vifa ufdurere ANT AST TTT Het ATH Ul ¥ N 
wp aula etenrufa su i chfe fafa ater rerit TRT Ut & tt 
GHA VAT SU AT Sat | sift 3TUTED SEAT eT UG d & ui 


puni sarbagya sarba ura basi. sarbarupa saba rahita udasi. 3. 

bole bacana niti pratipalaka. karana manuja danuja kula ghalaka. 4. 
sunu kapisa lankapati bira. kehi bidhi tari'a jaladhi gambhira. 5. 
sankula makara uraga jhasa jati. ati agadha dustara saba bhamti. 6. 


Then Lord Ram—the Supreme Being who is all-knowing and omniscient, who resides 
in the subtle space of the heart of all living beings (as their pure consciousness known 
as the Atma), who has revealed himself in all the forms that constitute this creation, 
especially as a human being with the purpose of eliminating the scourge of the demon 
race, but who, inspite of his omnipresence and an all-pervading nature, is essentially 
detached from everything'—spoke wise and prudent words that suited the occasion, 
and also conformed to the form of a human being that he had assumed’. (3-4) 
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Lord Ram said, “Listen the brave king of monkeys (Sugriv) and the equally brave 
king of Lanka (i.e. Vibhishan)’. Tell me now, how shall we cross the formidable 
ocean? (5) 


It is full of huge alligators and crocodiles, as well as formidable sea serpents and fish 
of all denominations, and of all sizes and shapes. It is also deep and vast, appearing to 
be un-crossable.’ (6) 


[Note—'To wit, Lord Ram, is a personified form of the cosmic Consciousness known 
as the Parmatma, the Supreme Atma or the Supreme Being, also known as ‘Brahm’. 
This whole creation is revelation of Brahm, which implies that each single entity in 
this creation is a form of Brahm. If the ‘Consciousness’ is known as the Parmatma at 
the macrocosmic level, it is known as the ‘Atma’ of the individual living being at the 
microcosmic level. That is to say, there is nothing that is not “Ram”. Inspite of this 
universal Truth, the Lord remains detached from everything. So therefore, inspite of 
residing in the heart of all living beings and assuming the identity of everything that 
exists in this vast creation, Lord Ram is deemed to be independent from them. 


*Lord Ram was the almighty Supreme Being, and as such he need not consult anyone 
and seek advice. But presently he was in the form of a human being, so he had to act 
and speak as a human being, and not as the Supreme Being. How would a human 
being behave when faced with a daunting challenge? He would consult his friends and 
well-wishers; a king would consult his ministers and commanders. So therefore, Lord 
Ram sought advice from his friends and advisors, presently Vibhishan and Sugriv, 
about what is to be done now. 


?Lord Ram has addressed Vibhishan as the ‘king of Lanka’ (lankapati) because he 
had declared him as the next king of Lanka once the war was over by anointing him— 
refer: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Doha no. 49 along with Chaupai line nos. 8- 
10 that precede it. ] 


eng Chea Ug Tas | calle fey ren Ta ATH I 9 N 
ma deta «ifa sia ars | fara Ht RIOT ATS I £ Ul 


kaha lankésa sunahu raghunayaka. koti sindhu sosaka tava sayaka. 7. 
jadyapi tadapi niti asi ga’. binaya kari'a sagara sana ja’. 8. 


Vibhishan offered his advice to Lord Ram by replying, ‘Oh Lord of the Raghus 
(raghunayaka), listen. Although your arrows have the ability to dry up countless 
such oceans by its fiery nature, yet it is prudent and better advised to first try a gentler 
method to tame the ocean politely (before resorting to the use of force)". 

So therefore, you should pray to the deity of the ocean, requesting him to give 
us a passage across the surface of the water. (7-8) 


[Note—'Vibhishan wished to ensure that the deity of the ocean is not offended as far 
as it was possible; this was to safeguard the rear of the monkey army once the war 
started in Lanka by keeping the deity of the ocean in good humour by not offending 
the ocean and making it their enemy. A friendly ocean would be helpful during the 
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course of the war in case of an emergency when the need for a strategic retreat arose, 
and the army of Lord Ram wished to leave the shore of Lanka quickly. Surely it is not 
wise to have someone who is inimical in one’s backyard. ] 


a0. Wen Herne sete afete sure ferens i 
fera Ware wmm ARS Geet set enf enfe Ko t 
doha. 


prabhu tumhara kulagura jaladhi kahihi upaya bicari. 
binu prayasa sagara tarihi sakala bhalu kapi dhari. 50. 


Oh Lord (prabhu)! The deity of the ocean is a senior member of your clan; he is one 
of your ancestors . Hence, it is necessary to show him due respect and seek his 
permission to cross the water, for then he will consider your request and suggest a 
solution so that the monkey and bear warriors would be able to cross the ocean easily, 
without taking much trouble. (Doha no. 50) 


[Note—'King Sagar, who was an ancient king and an ancestor of Lord Ram, had 
created the ocean by getting the earth dug up. This is the reason the ocean was called 
after him as ‘Saagar’. So, the deity of the ocean will certainly cooperate with Lord 
Ram as he belongs to the family of king Sagar. It is also proper to seek the blessings 
of one’s ancestors at the beginning of an enterprise instead of offending them. 

Hence, the best course of action would be to first politely ask the deity of the 
ocean to allow the army to pass over the surface of the water before resorting to some 
other means. | 


"dio. El het qe Ate sum RA ca wil Sls Gels Ul 9 I 
Wa Tae cheat HA Ma TH ert OP sift FS AAT N 3 I! 
ATA der HL HOT SRTST | Aaa Peel HAST AT WAT 3 UI 
I HA HE Uh BINT 1 ta Sa SITeTHE WennT ¥ N 


caupat. 


sakha kahi tumha niki upa'l. kari'a daiva jaum ho'i sahā'. 1. 

mantra na yaha lachimana mana bhava. rama bacana suni ati dukha pava. 2. 
natha daiva kara kavana bharosa. sosi'a sindhu kari'a mana rosa. 3. 

kadara mana kahum éka adhara. daiva daiva alasi pukara. 4. 


Lord Ram replied to Vibhishan, ‘My friend. The course of action that you suggest is 
indeed right, and we may succeed in it if the gods are favourable and willing to help 
and cooperate in this matter.’ (1) 


This council of Vibhishan, however, did not find favour with Laxman; he did not 
agree with it. He felt very sad when he heard Lord Ram speak in its favour. (2) 
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So he (Laxman) interjected and expressed his strong reservations in this method of 
trying to appease the deity of the ocean by begging it to give the Lord and his army a 
passage across the water of the ocean, and relying on the mercy of the gods to succeed 
in this endeavour. 

Laxman said, ‘Oh Lord! What reliance can be put on gods and their whims; 
how can one be certain of the freakish nature of fate and fortune? Me thinks that it 
would be wiser for you to be more determined in your mind and become proactive; 
you should become aggressive and dry up the ocean (with your fiery arrows)’. (3) 


Only those who are cowards and lazy think of praying to gods and humbly submit 
themselves to their wishes, blaming their misfortunes to pre-determined destiny2. (4) 


[Note—'Laxman doubted Vibhishan’s integrity; is it possible that he was trying to 
delay the progress of the Lord’s army by wasting time in prayers and attempts at 
appeasement of the ocean? Is Vibhishan secretly not in favour of launching an assault 
on Lanka? Does he want that the demons get a chance to prepare for the war during 
the time the Lord spends in prayers and making humble requests to the ocean’s deity 
to let his army go across the water of the ocean? 

Or is it possible that Vibhishan is playing some kind of dirty trick on Lord 
Ram by making him pray to the ocean and submitting himself to the mercy of its deity 
who may grant initial permission to the Lord to cross the heaving waters of the 
mighty ocean, only to suddenly betray him and go back on his words while the Lord’s 
army is mid-way across its surface; in this scenario the whole army would be 
drowned! Perhaps Vibhishan has cooked up the story of his being kicked out of the 
kingdom by his brother Ravana so that he can gain the Lord’s sympathy, only to stab 
him in the back at the first opportunity. It is quite possible that the demons have some 
secret tactical understanding with the ocean’s deity who may easily agree with the 
Lord’s request to allow his army to go across the ocean, and then submerge the whole 
army while it is left to the mercy of the water of the ocean, with no solid ground under 
its feet. 

Laxman thought over all these possibilities and determined that the best course 
of action was not to be humble and submissive, but to be aggressive and proactive. 
This attitude would also boost the morale of the Lord’s army as all its soldiers (the 
monkey and bear warriors) were in favour of an all-out war instead of making 
compromises. If they found that their own Lord is weak in mind, being fearful of gods 
and submissive to their whims, and seeks an easy way out of things instead of being 
determined and confident of his own abilities to face hurdles and adversities, then it 
would be disastrous for the outcome of the war. 


?To wit, lazy people want everything served to them on a platter; they loathe making 
effort to achieve success and attain their goals. They meekly accept whatever comes 
their way. If success comes to them and they make some gain, they say that they are 
lucky; if they fail they blame their misfortunes on bad destiny. 

Similarly, cowards don’t have the courage to stand up boldly to face their 
enemy and adversary; they meekly submit themselves to their opponents without a 
fight. 

Neither of these two attitudes is good for a man of excellent character. 
Submitting to the ocean humbly and meekly will not be proper for the Lord; he should 
take up arms and show his mettle by making the ocean submit to his might instead. ] 
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ard faete ater taht 1 Wate ate ag AT AAT UG N 
ara cafe Wy ste ares | fey Gato WU THUS UNG UI 


sunata bihasi bole raghubira. aisehim karaba dharahu mana dhira. 5. 
asa kahi prabhu anujahi samujha't. sindhu samipa ga'e raghurā'. 6. 


When Lord Raghubir (Lord Sri Ram) heard what Laxman said, he smiled and said, 
‘Wait a while; have patience for I shall do as you advice.” (5) 


In this way, the Lord reassured his younger brother (Laxman). Then, the Lord of the 
Raghus (*raghura'; Lord Ram) went near the ocean (i.e. he went to shore of the 
ocean). (6) 


[Note—'Lord Ram fully appreciated Laxman's views. He smiled at Laxman to 
indicate that he is aware of the situation, but there is a reason why he wishes to follow 
Vibhishan's advice first, before taking up arms against the ocean. What was the 
reason? First, the Lord wished to tell Vibhishan that he gives importance to him and 
treats him as his close associate. From a strategic and military point of view it was 
very important to take Vibhishan into confidence and make him believe that the Lord 
has great faith in him and fully relies on him, because Vibhishan can help the Lord 
and his army by disclosing all the secrets of the demons, their strengths and 
weaknesses, the chinks in the defences of the demon army and the fort of Lanka, 
which in turn will enable the Lord's army to easily overrun obstacles as soon as the 
war begins, as well as during the course of the war. 

By smiling at Laxman the Lord indicated to him that he knows what the 
former says is true, but “let us wait for a while to prove that Vibhishan is wrong". 
This will be helpful in the future, for at times when Lord Ram or Laxman would have 
to neglect Vibhishan or overrule his advice during the heat of battle, they would have 
a precedent to justify their actions—that Vibhishan's council is not acceptable at that 
particular instance as he oftentimes makes an error of judgement, as is evident from 
the case when he had advised the Lord to pray to the deity of the ocean to allow the 
army to cross the barrier that the ocean presented to its progress, but which method 
failed completely.] 


Wer vara ente fum WIS las UT ae at Sarg d I 
wate fersfrer wey ufé SINT | UTES West ud UST il 


prathama pranama kinha siru na’. baithe puni tata darbha dasa'. 7. 
jabahim bibhisana prabhu pahim a'e. pachém ravana dita patha'e. 8. 


When the Lord reached to shore of the ocean, he first bowed his head to the deity of 
the ocean to pay his obeisance to it, and then spread a seating mat on the ground near 
the shore and sat down on it calmly to pray humbly and meditate’. (7) 
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In the meantime, when Vibhishan had left Lanka and come to Lord Ram, Ravana had 
sent one of his trusted spies (named Suk) to follow Vibhishan and track his 
movements. [This spy was tasked with reconnaissance, and to report back to Ravana 
about the latest developments. ] (8) 


[Note—'To wit, Lord Ram approached the ocean in a peaceful way, without showing 
any sign of aggression. He had a calm mind and a submissive demeanour. He cast 
aside his arms, the bow and the arrow, to indicate that he has no intention to challenge 
the might of the deity of the ocean. ] 


So. Wane dha fre eu et Hue aft ee 


WY WA Cea WUefé SANTA UT AS UG Ul 
dóhà. 


sakala carita tinha dekhe dharem kapata kapi deha. 
prabhu guna hrdayam sarahahim saranagata para neha. 51. 


That spy had assumed a false form of a monkey to avoid detection. In this deceitful 
form he had closely observed everything first hand. 

He was greatly impressed by Lord Ram's gracious and magnanimous nature 
by which he shows such exceptional grace and mercy on those who come to seek 
refuge with him and surrender themselves at his feet'. The spy therefore highly 
praised the Lord in his heart for this excellent and glorious virtue of his. (Doha no. 51) 


[Note—'The spy was amazed at the warm welcome that Lord Ram extended to 
Vibhishan, and accepting him in his camp affectionately inspite of his knowing that 
Vibhishan was a demon and a brother of his enemy Ravana, and also while his own 
commanders, such as Sugriv etc., expressed a strong reservation against accepting 
Vibhishan in the camp as he might spy on them and relay all information to their 
enemy, the demons. {Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 2 
that precedes Doha no. 43—to Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 45.} 

This attribute of Lord Ram that he cares more for those who are suffering and 
seek his protection than for his own safety overwhelmed Suk, the spy, so much so that 
he could not conceal his joy at having met such a gracious Lord. His happiness was so 
profound that he could not suppress his emotions; he loudly proclaimed the Lord's 
glory which betrayed his true identity and led to his capture, as will be evident in the 
following verses.] 


"dio. wwe ware TH gS pa fe unu m feri TTS N g N 
Ru & qa efe ca St | cent aie ente ufé SIT U 3 UI 


caupat. 


pragata bakhanahim rama subha'ü. ati saprema ga bisari dura'u. 1. 
ripu ke dita kapinha taba jane. sakala bamdhi kapisa pahim ane. 2. 
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Ravana’s agent or spy (named Suk) was so overwhelmed with joy at having witnessed 
the nobility of Lord Ram’s heart as well as his magnanimous and gracious nature that 
he could not suppress his emotions. He became ecstatic so much that he affectionately 
lauded the greatness of Lord Ram and his excellent virtues openly, in a very effusive 
way. For a moment he forgot that his own master (Ravana) was inimical to Lord Ram, 
and there was an intense animosity between the demon race and the Lord. (1) 


[This burst of emotional ecstasy betrayed him, and the monkeys immediately caught 
him as being an outsider.] The Kapis (the monkey warriors; the guards of the Lord's 
army) realised that he was an agent or a spy of the enemy (Ravana, the king of the 
demons). So they caught hold of him, tied him up, and brought him as a captive to 
their king Sugriv. (2) 


whe Gila wg Ws AMT 1217 sir aH sag Prac 3 t 


"Pr Gita sre enfür sra ata Hees ag ura fau u x u 
"fg Want aT nf em et Wenn deu «p emn GU 
SIE SA St CHI HT late ennemi e STAT S 


kaha sugriva sunahu saba banara. anga bhanga kari pathavahu nisicara. 3. 
suni sugriva bacana kapi dha'é. bamdhi kataka cahu pasa phira'e. 4. 

bahu prakara marana kapi lage. dina pukarata tadapi na tyage. 5. 

jo hamara hara nasa kana. tehi kosaladhisa kai ana. 6. 


Sugriv instructed his monkey warriors, *Listen all of you monkeys. Disfigure this 
demon by mutilating his body, and then let him go back’. (3) 


The monkeys immediately lunged at the spy and tied him more tightly; then they 
made him walk around the whole camp of the monkey army as a captive to humiliate 
him. (4) 


While the spy was being taken around the camp, the monkey warriors beat him 
mercilessly in different ways, subjecting him to kicks and blows. He pleaded for 
mercy and piteously cried for help, but to no avail, as the monkeys continued to jeer at 
him and beat him viciously. (5) 


Overcome with dismay and seeing no hope of succour any other way, the spy finally 
decided to invoke the merciful nature of Lord Ram in order to get rid of his 
tormentors. He pleaded, ‘In the name of the Lord of Kaushal (*kosaladhisa"; Lord 
Ram) I solemnly urge you not to harm me any further, and not to cut off my nose or 
ear.” (6) 


[Note— We may recall that when Hanuman was caught and brought to the court of 
Ravana in Lanka, the demon king also gave similar instructions—refer: Ram Charit 
Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 9 that precedes Doha no. 24. 

It appears that at the time to which our Story relates it was a practice to punish 
a spy by mutilating him and sending him back to his master as a token of causing 
insult and inflicting injury to the master himself. It was a sort of a challenge to the 
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opposite party to come forward to settle scores if he dares to do so, or otherwise 
accept defeat. It was a grave provocation to the master himself who had sent the 
messenger or the agent, as the latter was merely carrying out his duty and acting on 
behalf of his master. 


*Sugriv had not told his warriors to cut-off the ‘nose and ears’ of the spy; he had 
merely instructed them to mutilate him. How then did the spy guess that his captors 
were preparing to chop off his nose and ears? Well, the answer is simple: There was a 
precedent; Laxman had cut-off the nose and ears of Supernakha, the sister of Ravana. 
Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Doha no. 17. 

So the spy feared that these monkeys would follow the example set by 
Laxman and repeat what he had done to the demoness Supernakha.] 


af erf wa free rem peur enti gf qu gren ue 
Wet eni IE e et | SAT TEM AT Herat ti e. t 


suni lachimana saba nikata bola'e. daya lagi hamsi turata chora'e. 7. 
ravana kara dijahu yaha pati. lachimana bacana bacu kulaghati. 8. 


When Laxman heard the pitiful cries of the demon, he called everyone near. When he 
found out what had happened, he took pity for the demon and smiled, ordering him to 
be set free immediately. (7) 


Then he gave the demon a letter for Ravana and said, ‘Give this letter to Ravana, the 
one who would ruin his own race, and tell him to read this missive as a personal 
message from Laxman. (8) 


a0. HS YOANN Hg VA AA Heu San | 
Ute os rag bw STAT HTS TER II GU 
doha. 


kahehu mukhagara mürha sana mama sandesu udara. 
sita de'i milahu na ta ava kalu tumhara. 52. 


Tell that stupid fellow in an emphatic way that I am sending this message to him for 
his own welfare and good. 

Tell him that he should give (return) Sita back and come to meet us to make 
peace. Otherwise, let it be known to him that his doom is a foregone conclusion; that 
Death is coming to him sooner than he expected.’ (Doha no. 52) 


dO. qa Tg rS Ue HIST Deed qe SIC TT TMT g UI 
Hed WT WY vieni STU Tat a ub frg TU d 3 I 


caupat. 
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turata na'i lachimana pada matha. cale duta baranata guna gatha. 1. 
kahata rama jasu lankam a'e. ravana carana sisa tinha na'e. 2. 


The messenger bowed his head to Laxman and immediately departed for Lanka, 
lauding Laxman's virtues and extolling his qualities on his way back home. (1) 


At the time when he reached Lanka, the messenger was applauding the excellent 
glories of Lord Ram. Then he went to the court of Ravana and bowed his head at the 
latter's feet. (2) 


ferefa caret det aren benef a ae SITUPT aera Ui 3 N 
Ur me Galt ferite jet i safe Wey ste ser TT YU 
Std UA Gehl He AMT Lele Wa enr hte SUPA g UI 


bihasi dasanana punichi bata. kahasi na suka apani kusalata. 3. 
puni kahu khabari bibhisana kéri. jahi mrtyu a' ati neri. 4. 
karata raja lanka satha tyagi. ho'ihi java kara kita abhagi. 5. 


When Ravana saw the messenger, he laughed in a derisive manner! and asked him, 
*Well, why don't you first tell me about your welfare? (3) 


Then report to me about Vibhishan whose death seems to have come calling upon 
him. (4) 


He (Vibhishan) is such a stupid fellow that while he was living a comfortable life as a 
ruler in Lanka where he could have lived without fear, he chose to leave it, and now 
(by joining that hermit, Lord Ram) he will die like that wretched beetle that gets 
crushed and smothered along with the grains of barley when they are crushed to make 
flour’. (5) 


[Note— Why did Ravana laugh? When he saw the messenger standing silently as if 
in a state of confusion, he thought that the latter had faced some great trouble and was 
yet to overcome the mental trauma of his experience. The fact is that the messenger 
was indeed emotionally overwhelmed and so dazed that he stood silently, unable to 
speak anything. His speechlessness was not out of any bad experience, but because he 
was uncertain what to say and how to express himself. 

He was so impressed by the good nature of Lord Ram and Laxman that when 
he stood before his own master Ravana, whose evil nature he was well acquainted 
with, he was undecided for some moment what to say. 

Should he speak the truth about his own first hand experience and tell Ravana 
and all other demons present in the court that Lord Ram is not the sort he is depicted 
to be by their king (Ravana), for he found the Lord to be extremely gracious, generous 
and kind unlike what he expected of him according to the general bad impression he 
had had of Lord Ram due to the misinformation given by Ravana about him, or 
should he speak lies and criticise the Lord just to please Ravana, out of fear of 
annoying him which might cost him his own life? 
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The messenger was in a dilemma for some time, but then he chose the path of 
‘Truth’ and decided to tell Ravana that he was pursuing a wrong path by 
unnecessarily confronting Lord Ram. This will be clear when he spoke. 


To wit, if Vibhishan had remained in Lanka he would have lived a life like that of a 
prince, because he is my younger brother. But when death comes calling, even the 
wisest man loses his senses; so he fell pray to the trap laid out for him by the death 
god by abandoning Lanka and joining the camp of Lord Ram. His fate is doomed 
now, for when the war begins and Lord Ram’s army is crushed by the demon army, 
Vibhishan too would perish along with the rest of them. Don’t blame me for 
Vibhishan’s destiny. ] 


UM He Mel ala Heche Penis ret Ua alot SIT Ul II 
fore ch sites at Taran | was quet Pera Peer fora t v t 


wg quf 9 sra TaN | fre mn owed are are unt ou 


puni kahu bhalu kisa kataka'l. kathina kala prerita cali a’. 6. 
jinha ke jivana kara rakhavara. bhaya'u mrdula cita sindhu bicara. 7. 
kahu tapasinha kai bata bahori. jinha ke hrdayam trasa ati mori. 8. 


Tell me next about the army of a motley horde of monkeys and bears who have dared 
to come here, driven by their dark and doomed fate. [Tell me about their numbers, 
their arms, their enthusiasm, their strengths and their weaknesses etc.] (6) 


Fortunately, the poor Ocean has been kind-hearted and graceful enough to become a 
protector of their lives by standing in the way and preventing them from proceeding 
any further! 

[But will the Ocean succeed in saving their lives for long? I don't think so, for 
this poor fellow is not strong enough to counter the force of Providence and Destiny 
which have decided about the doom of these poor monkeys and bears, for sooner 
rather than later they would overcome the resistance offered by the Ocean and cross 
over to Lanka where ‘death’ awaits them with open arms. | (7) 


After that, tell me more about those two hermits (Lord Ram and Laxman) who 
harbour an intense fear of me secretly in their hearts. 

[To wit, they are terribly scared of me in their hearts, but put up a bold face 
outwardly as if they do not care for me. Well, let me hear about them, and tell me 
about their general behaviour and facial expressions that would betray their 
nervousness and the gravity of the fear lurking in their minds and hearts.] (8) 


ao. ent wg Ye fen fünf Tu. set stg UPA WC 
ela TRY «er dut siet sa fena Pera AIT ua il 
doha. 
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ki bha'i bhenta ki phiri ga'e $ravana sujasu suni mora. 
kahasi na ripu dala teja bala bahuta cakita cita tora. 53. 


Did you meet those hermits, or did they turn back and return home after hearing of 
my glory and fame’, 

I observe that you seem to be extremely dazed and out of your wits. Well, 
what is the matter with you; why don't you come out of your shell and frankly 
disclose what confounds you. Why don't you tell us about what you saw and 
experienced about the enemy's strength and abilities as well as his weaknesses that 
has left you so much perplexed?' (Doha no. 53) 


[Note—'Tell me if you found those two hermit brothers, or was it that they decided 
not to confront me and turned back after hearing of my matchless reputation as an 
invincible warrior whose strength, powers, valour and abilities have enabled him to 
subdue even the so-called powerful gods of heaven, and who has conquered every 
known powerful army in this world as no one has been able to stand before him in the 
battle-field.] 


alo. ma pur eet Uses SE Ag eher dis TA N 9 
foro Sig Wa ST PENT I afè NU fügen AE ART U2 M 
Tet qd Sale Gt Her penfueg athe eS TUS APT I 3 N 
TUT ART He APT WT eT Shs SA ATT Ul YU 


caupat. 


natha krpa kari pümcheéhu jaisern. manahu kaha krodha taji taisern. 1. 
mila ja'i jaba anuja tumhara. jatahim rama tilaka tehi sara. 2. 

ravana dita hamahi suni kana. kapinha bamdhi dinhe dukha nana. 3. 
Sravana nasika kataim lage. rama sapatha dinhem hama tyagé. 4. 


Suk, the messenger-cum-spy, replied, ‘Oh Lord! I prithee to not to become angry at 
me and listen to my submission with the same grace and kindness with which you 
have treated me heretofore, and have asked me to give you a truthful report about my 
personal experiences inside the enemy's camp. (1) 


As soon as your younger brother (Vibhishan) met Lord Ram, the Lord welcomed him 
warmly by putting a Tilak mark on his forehead immediately (as a gesture of 
accepting him as one of his closest companions and anointing him as the future king 
of Lanka). (2) 


Meanwhile, as soon as the monkeys heard that I was a messenger-cum-spy of 
Ravana’, they pounced upon me and captured me; they tied me up and tormented me 
in different ways. (3) 


They became ready to cut off my nose and ears, but when I pleaded for mercy in the 
name of Lord Ram, they let me off. (4) 
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[Note—'And how did the monkeys come to know that this fellow was Ravana’s spy? 
We have already read that when Suk, the spy, observed the kind treatment extended to 
Vibhishan by Lord Ram he was extremely amazed and overwhelmed with joy as he 
had not expected such a noble and ward reception of Vibhishan in an enemy’s camp. 
He couldn’t conceal his excitement and publicly exulted, expressing his feelings 
loudly, praising Lord Ram and the good luck of Vibhishan. This emotional outburst 
betrayed him, and the monkey guards immediately caught hold of him. Refer: Ram 
Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 51—to 
Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 52. 


? Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line nos. 6-7 that precede Doha 
no. 52.] 


fyg mA Wa Hees | aed enfe Ga a A ATS du UI 
AT OT Ted HG emit (ferner ferarer srerenrtt i & ui 
wie Ux aes Bas qd ANT puenep enfe wé as acl ATH O I 
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pümichihu natha rama kataka’. badana koti sata barani na ja’. 5. 

nana barana bhalu kapi dhari. bikatanana bisala bhayakar'. 6. 

jehim pura dahe'u hate'u suta tora. sakala kapinha maham téhi balu thora. 7. 
amita nama bhata kathina karala. amita naga bala bipula bisala. 8. 


Oh Lord; you have asked me about the army of Lord Ram. Well, let me then tell you 
frankly what I had observed. Forsooth, if I had a thousand mouths I wouldn't be able 
to fully describe this army—its formidable strength, its astounding numbers, its 
extreme enthusiasm, zeal and courage, its unrestrained energy and intense dynamism, 
and this boisterous army is raring to go to battle instantly. (5) 


The army consisting of monkeys and bears have warriors of many forms and 
complexions that I wot naught how to describe. All of them have terrible and 
ferocious visages; their faces and bodies are fear-inspiring in as much as they are huge 
and deadly terrifying to look at. (6) 


To give you an idea of the might of this army, recall the monkey who had burnt the 
city (of Lanka) and had killed your son (Akshay Kumar)—well, his strength is very 
much less as compared to the rest of his companions in the army. [To wit, he seemed 
to be a junior member of the army; I found him quite docile and orderly as compared 
to his peers who were all wild and ferocious in their talks and demeanours. | (7) 


The warriors have so many names and are so countless in numbers that it is not 
possible to tell you much about them, except giving you a general picture. But one 
thing is definitely certain—and it is that they are extremely powerful, strong, 
ferocious and terrible, having unmatched strength and powers that are equivalent to 
innumerable war-elephants. (8) 
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Wo. fgfae wate Ate Act sia Te faer i 
qa hgh Pas we amda TTT t ws t 
dóhà. 


dvibida mayanda nila nala angada gada bikatasi. 
dadhimukha kehari nisatha satha jamavanta balarasi. 54. 


I remember the name of some of these great warriors—they are Dwivida, Mayand, 
Neel, Nal, Angad, Gada, Vikataasya, Dadhimukha, Kehari, Nisatha, Satha, Jamvant 
etc.! 

All of them, without exception, are very powerful, valiant and strong. (Doha 
no. 54) 


[Note—'Nal and Neel were great architects and engineers; they were instrumental in 
getting the bridge constructed across the surface of the ocean—apropos: Ram Charit 
Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-2 that precede Doha no. 60; Lanka Kand, 
Chaupai line nos. 1-2 that precede Doha no. 2. 


^Angad was the prince of Kishkindha and a nephew of its king Sugriv; he was the son 
of Baali, the elder brother of Sugriv. At the time of his death, Baali had put his son 
Angad in the protection of Lord Ram, making the Lord his guardian. Apropos: Ram 
Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, Chanda line nos. 7-8 that precede Doha no. 10. 


*Jamvant was the chief of the bear community; he was old and very wise. It is 
believed that Brahma, the creator, had assumed this form when all the gods decided to 
come down to earth in the form of monkeys and bears to serve Lord Vishnu, who 
himself had come down as Lord Ram.] 


"dio. Wate web Gita GAT | Se Aa chiles WAS pr AAT Hl 9 UI 
ATH Hur 3rgfera eret fereet Cg Wurm Anf WNT U 3 UI 
ata HOA Mat TAHA PUSH STORE AAT Gar i 3 I 
caupa’. 


e kapi saba sugriva samana. inha sama kotinha gana'i ko nana. 1. 
rama krpam atulita bala tinhahim. trna samana trailokahi ganahim. 2. 
asa maim suna $ravana dasakandhara. paduma atharaha jüthapa bandara. 3. 


The few chiefs whom I have named heretofore are like Sugriv, who is the king of the 
monkeys and of the kingdom of Kishkindha. But I have named only a few, for there 
are so many countless others of whom I aught naught about; I had limited time and 
limited access, so obviously I could not gather more information about the Lord's 
expansive army (because I was caught very soon). (1) 


By the grace and blessing of Lord Ram, they have acquired astounding strength and 
stupendous valour so much so that they treat the entire universe, consisting of three 
divisions (known as the heaven, the earth and the nether world), as if it was 
inconsequential as a blade of humble grass. 
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[To wit, they have no fear of any power in the world, no matter how majestic 
and strong it is. They are confident that they can easily pluck it and throw it away, or 
squash and rub it under foot like one does to an ordinary blade of grass or a small twig 
that comes in the way.] (2) 


Oh the ten-headed One (Ravana; *dasakandhara")! I have heard it being said that 
there are as many as eighteen thousand billion commanders of the monkey and bear 
army. [So just imagine: if this is the amazing number of commanders, then how many 
soldiers might actually be there in the army!] (3) 


"ep Heh We Hb enfu Té Dub refe wd va Wb v 
TRA hile Tiere Ga sa | stare À a ahs TATTA UG UI 


natha kataka maham'so kapi nahirh. jo na tumhahi jitai rana mahim. 4. 
parama krodha mijahim saba hatha. ayasu pai na dehim raghunatha. 5. 


Oh Lord; in my view there is not a single warrior in the army of monkeys and bears 
who is not capable of vanquishing you single-handed in the battle-field if he is 
afforded a chance to do so’. (4) 


The commanders and the warriors are very angry and restless; they are wringing their 
hands in excess of wrath, eager and raring to launch an immediate offensive to 
conquer Lanka. But they are constrained only because Lord Ram is not granting them 
his permission. (5) 


[Note—'Surely, this single statement must have sounded very offensive and insulting 
to Ravana, coming as it did from one of his own demons and a close confidante, and 
in front of the whole demon court. It acted as the spark that lit the fuse of Ravana’s 
anger, and as we shall see soon that he was so extremely peeved and exasperated by 
Suk’s speech and relentless praise of Lord Ram that finally he kicked the latter 
viciously in disgust—apropos: Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 57 herein 
below. 


wirefé fae ufa are carer (uf aa ait Her fararer t & M 
"fs mé faeraté cada 1 tas ae Hele Ga STATI 9 t 
wife ass Gea sel | AAS WH wed Ble ient G N 
sosahim sindhu sahita jhasa byala. purahim na ta bhari kudhara bisala. 6. 


mardi garda milavahim dasasisa. aise'i bacana kahahim saba kisa. 7. 
garjahim tarjahim sahaja asanka. manahum grasana cahata hahir lanka. 8. 


They are confidently saying: *We will dry up the ocean with all its fish and other 
marine creatures; or we shall fill it up with huge rocks and boulders (to block its flow 
and create a bridge across it, or completely annihilate its existence by creating an 
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artificial land mass where the ocean presently exists; we would change the geography 
and topography of earth if the need arises). (6) 


We would squeeze and crush the ten-headed Ravana, contemptuously reducing him to 
dust.’ Oh Lord, such are the words spoken boldly by all the monkey and bear warriors 
whom I had heard. (7) 


All the warriors, who are fearless by nature, are shouting and roaring violently as if 
they would devour Lanka at the first available opportunity. (8) 


a0. Pest at mf sep aa uir fax wc way TAI 
Wert let alle ae vita Wrenfé PATA UK UI 
doha. 


sahaja sūra kapi bhalu saba puni sira para prabhu rama. 
ravana kala koti kahunřjīti sakahirn sangrama. 55. 


All the monkeys and bears are born warriors having immense courage, valour, 
strength and abilities. Besides that, they have the mighty and all-able Lord Ram over 
their heads to extend his patronage and protection to them. 

So this combination is simply formidable, making it possible for them to 
vanquish not only a single Ravana but even millions of Kaals (the gods of death) 
themselves should they decide to do so’. (Doha no. 55) 


[Note—'The monkeys and bears are exceptionally powerful in their own right, but 
now they have the additional support and blessing of Lord Ram who is their Lord and 
patron. This makes them warriors absolutely invincible and the most powerful 
fighting force in this creation; they can overcome millions of death gods 
simultaneously, what to talk about a single demon king named Ravana! ] 


"dio. Wade act afe faqens DEW Wee Ad Gale ATMS g II 
Th OW AT Ta AIT dde UTS USS TA ATT 3 
A TT YA ANT Ural | APTA Wet HUT We ATT Ut 3 Ui 

caupat. 

rama tēja bala budhi bipula't. sesa sahasa sata sakahim na ga’. 1. 


saka sara ēka sOsi sata sagara. tava bhratahi pumché'u naya nagara. 2. 
tasu bacana suni sagara pahim. magata pantha krpa mana mahim. 3. 


Lord Ram's majesty, glory and greatness, his might, strength and powers, as well as 
his intelligence, wisdom and erudition are so amazing and stupendous that even with a 
thousand heads (or mouths) Lord Sheshnath, the legendary serpent who is believed to 
hold the earth aloft on his thousand hoods, will be unable to narrate them. (1) 


The Lord is capable of drying up thousands of oceans with a single arrow of his, yet, 
out of courtesy, civility and good manners, and also because he is an expert in 
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following the laws of probity and propriety, he has sought your brother’s (i.e. 
Vibhishan’s) opinion regarding the question of how to cross the ocean’. (2) 


Hearing his (Vibhishan’s) advice, the Lord is presently requesting the ocean to give 
him a passage across its surface’. (3) 


[Note— Lord Ram could have soaked the water of the ocean by shooting a single 
fiery arrow at it, but he wishes to follow a more reconciliatory path by trying to first 
find out a way to cross the ocean without any use of force. Besides this, the Lord 
chose to consult Vibhishan on this issue to show due respect to him as he had 
appointed the latter as his close minister and advisor with respect to the impending 
campaign of Lanka. 

The Lord wanted to keep the patron Deity of the ocean in good humour to 
ensure that the backyard is a safe place once the war begins in Lanka, because once 
the Lord's army lands on the soil of Lanka the ocean would be in the rear, separating 
the army from the mainland. No wise and intelligent military general would ever want 
a hostile force in the backyard of his army. In case an emergency arose and a quick 
withdrawal was needed for the Lord's army, a friendly ocean would be of great help 
as opposed to the situation when the ocean is inimical and willing to settle its own 
scores with the Lord as it feels that it had been humiliated and subjected to ruthless 
force earlier. So the Lord wished to be on good and friendly terms with the ocean by 
giving the latter a chance to let his army pass peacefully, in a friendly manner. Use of 
unwarranted force would not be conducive to a wise military strategy, as well as for 
establishing and maintaining long term amiable relations. 


?Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes Doha no. 
50—to Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 51.] 


ya ae fase unum pui sr fW WEDU qnd AET x ti 
Pest We Ata Isle | ANN WR Sr Wem IG II 
ug WT cl ata aes Ry act agfa sme À um us 
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sunata bacana bihasa dasasisa. jaurn asi mati sahaya krta kisa. 4. 
sahaja bhiru kara bacana drrha'l. sagara sana than! macala'. 5. 
mürha mrsa ka karasi bara’. ripu bala bud'dhi thaha maim pa’. 6. 
saciva sabhita bibhisana jakern. bijaya bibhüti kaham' jaga takém. 7. 


When the ten-headed Ravana heard what Suk had to say, he laughed in a derisive 
manner, saying *With this sort of low intelligence there is no wonder that he (Lord 
Ram) has chosen to make monkeys as his allies and supporters. (4) 


What an irony it is that he (Lord Ram) has sought the advice of Vibhishan who 
himself is cowardly, and has decided to follow the latter's advice by meekly praying 
to the ocean (like a child seeking favour from someone) in an attempt to make it 
agree, something that is impossible. (5) 
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Oh you dumb-witted wicked fellow; why are you falsely praising him (Lord Ram)? 
Listen, I have been able to measure how strong and powerful the enemy is on the 
basis of your own version of the developments. (6) 


Say, someone who has a cowardly and frightened person like Vibhishan as his advisor 
and minister, how can he ever expect to have the glory of victory for himself, how can 
he ever hope to have the crown of triumph over his head? [No, it is not at all 
possible.]^ (7) 


[Note— Ravana alludes to Lord Ram praying to the ocean to let his army pass to the 
other side. He means that a brave and valiant warrior would forcefully remove all 
obstacles that stand in his way, not plead meekly before his opponent to let him move 
ahead. From Ravana's perspective, had Lord Ram been brave and capable as he is 
reputed to be, and also as Suk has himself so lavishly praised him to be, then why is 
he not subduing the ocean by use of force instead of wasting time praying like a 
humble man, fully knowing that the ocean would not yield as it is very stubborn. This 
clearly indicates that Lord Ram is trying to avoid a confrontation, and is looking out 
to find an excuse as he is uncertain of its outcome. 

Ravana felt that perhaps Lord Ram is making the ocean a scapegoat, as an 
excuse to tell everybody that he could not win Lanka and conquer its king Ravana just 
because the ocean would not give passage to his army to cross over to Lanka and 
wage a war. It implies that he lacks confidence and is not sure of a win, putting the 
blame for his abandoning the Lanka campaign on the head of the ocean—for the 
ocean stood in the way and did not let him pass. Well, why can't Lord Ram show his 
mettle and grit in the first instance by overcoming the obstacle of the ocean if he talks 
so much of defeating the demon army that is a much more difficult task than subduing 
the ocean? Surely, there is more bluster and hollow talk than something concrete in all 
the claims he makes about his abilities and powers. 


"Ravana means that he is now sure that Lord Ram would never win against him 
because he has chosen to make Vibhishan as his advisor and war minister. Why? It is 
because he knows how simple-hearted and docile Vibhishan is, how scared he is of 
facing his elder brother Ravana, and how his nature is of a peaceful type instead of 
being aggressive and confrontationist that foster war-like conditions. This is because 
Vibhishan is his younger brother, and no one would know more about Vibhishan's 
nature and inclinations and habits than his own elder brother Ravana.] 


qA ue sert qa fa aret | aera fora ufsrent enrét ti 2 N 


Wars shat ae urdi | Alar Tears gag wre e N 
facta ara ot ciel test 1 faa aft Go AMT TaN t Qo i 


suni khala bacana düta risa barhi. samaya bicari patrika karhi. 8. 
ramanuja dinhi yaha pati. natha baca'i juravahu chati. 9. 
bihasi bama kara linhi ravana. saciva boli satha laga bacavana. 10. 


Hearing haughty words of the wicked fellow (Ravana), the messenger's lost his cool 
as his anger was further stoked', and feeling that the time was now appropriate, he 
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indignantly took out the letter of warning that Laxman had given to him for Ravana. 


(8) 


He said scornfully, ‘See, the younger brother of Lord Ram (*ramanuja"; Laxman) 
has given me this note for you. Oh Lord, first read it (or get it read by someone), and 
then try to cool down and comfort your heart (i.e. realise the gravity of the situation if 
you think I am lying to you)’. (9) 


Ravana received the letter with a show of contempt: he smirked sarcastically and took 
the letter by his left hand’. Then he summoned his minister and ordered him to read it 
aloud. (10) 


[Note—'Why was the messenger’s anger stoked; why did he become indignant? It is 
because Ravana had called him a *'liar'—apropos Chaupai line no. 6 herein above. 
Suk was giving an honest report like a true spy, but instead of thanking him for 
gathering vital information and giving an honest opinion about the situation that 
existed on the ground so that proper action can be initiated, Ravana chose to rebuke 
him, calling him a virtual traitor and a liar just because he was praising his enemy 
even though what Suk said was nothing but the truth. 


*Suk said “Look; you think I am telling you a bunch of lies. Here is a missive from 
Laxman; read it yourself or get it read by someone. Then you will realise the gravity 
of the matter. 


*Good manners expect that a person receives a letter from someone with his right 
hand, instead of the left hand. Receiving someone’s letter by the left hand is a gesture 
that implies that the recipient of the letter holds the sender in great contempt. ] 


ao. ares tafe Res Go BI ure qe utu 
TH fatter FT Sate Ger fare] BIST STU ws (9 ) UI 
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doha. 


batanha manahi rijha'i satha jani ghalasi kula khisa. 
rama birodha na ubarasi sarana bisnu aja Isa. 56 (a). 

ki taji mana anuja iva prabhu pada pankaja bhrnga. 
hohi ki rama saranala khala kula sahita patanga. 56 (b). 


This letter read as follows: “Oh you dumb-witted and wicked fellow! Don’t cheat 
yourself and become a cause of ruin of your race by living in a fool’s paradise and 
trying to fool yourself by imaginary good times and happy tidings by living in an 
artificial world of colourful dreams! 

Face reality and remember this: by being inimical to Lord Ram you will not be 
able to save yourself even if you go to seek shelter with the powerful Gods of the 
Trinity, i.e. Brahma the creator, Vishnu the sustainer, and Shiva the concluder of this 
creation’. (Doha no. 56-a) 
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Alternatively (if you wish to actually save yourself and your race from complete 
annihilation), discard your sense of false pride and arrogance, and come to seek 
refuge at the feet of Lord Ram like your younger brother (Vibhishan) has wisely done. 
Become a devotee of the Lord like a bee is of the lotus flower’. 

Oh you evil fellow! Otherwise, you and your race will be roasted alive in the 
fire unleashed by the angry arrows of Lord Ram. 

[To wit, the choice is yours: Either face annihilation by opposing Lord Ram, 
or seek redemption and eternal happiness by surrendering before the Lord.] (Doha no. 
56-b)" 


[Note— The same warning was given to Ravana by Hanuman earlier in Ram Charit 
Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 23. 
On both the occasions, however, he did not pay attention. 


?The honey bee is so enamoured of the lotus flower and devoted to it that it hovers 
over it, longing to alight and drink its nectar. Likewise, a devotee of Lord Ram always 
thinks of worshipping the Lord and fixes his attention on the holy feet of the Lord, as 
this bestows great bliss, happiness and joy to him.] 


"dio. Gad ava WA We Waals | hed Cart Gale Wars Ul g M 
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sunata sabhaya mana mukha musuka'l. kahata dasanana sabahi suna’l. 1. 
bhumi para kara gahata akasa. laghu tapasa kara baga bilasa. 2. 


Ravana felt sore affright internally, but he laughed to hide his consternations, fears 
and worries, and putting up a bold face as if all was well and he is not at all 
concerned, he addressed everyone present and said scornfully [1], ‘Just like someone 
lying prostrate on the ground raises his hand and closes his fists to pretend that he is 
grasping the sky with his hands, this message from the younger hermit (1.e. Laxman) 
is nothing but an extension of his pretentious boast and loud bluster encapsulated in a 
fiery speech [2].’ (1-2) 


me Won AT aa aa a bmp wits wept STTHTHT 3 N 
Org Ta HH US GRIS | AA WT A ary Fore Ut v 


kaha suka natha satya saba bani. samujhahu chadi prakrti abhimani. 3. 
sunahu bacana mama parihari krodha. natha rama sana tajahu birodha. 4. 


Suk (also pronounced as Suka; Shuka; Shuk) replied, *Oh Lord (natha); abandon 
your inherently stubborn and proud nature, become serious in this matter, and treat 
what is being said as the truth. (3) 
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Oh Lord (natha)! Discard your anger and listen to my good advice: abandon your 
confrontation with Lord Ram and stop being hostile to him. [Be prudent and wise; 
arrogance and haughtiness will not serve any purpose for you.] (4) 


aid Bet TIA Gas | Melt stat vires eni TS d 4 Il 
fiera HUT TES UT Wy HAST 1ST STUUTEDT Wes SUE S I 
WAHT TEMAS AT UAT HVT A Wy HTT It UI 


ati komala raghubira subha'u. jadyapi akhila loka kara ra'u. 5. 
milata krpa tumha para prabhu karihi. ura aparadha na eka'u dharihi. 6. 
janakasuta raghunathahi dije. etana kaha mora prabhu kijé. 7. 


Lord Ram's nature is extremely graceful, kind and polite, though he is the Lord 
Emperor of the entire creation. (5) 


Be rest assured that as soon as you go and meet the Lord, he would grant his mercy to 
you; he would grace you; he would bestow his kindness upon you in abundance. Be 
sure that the Lord would not harbour a single whit of your sins in his heart (as he 
warmly welcomes and embraces you). (6) 


Oh Lord (prabhu)! Please be gracious and kind enough to oblige me by doing one 
simple thing that I sincerely advise you—and it is to give Janki (Sita, the daughter of 
Janak) back to Lord Raghunath (Lord Ram).’ (7) 


We ae Hel CA Ae | ATA wen wi We Wil Nc ll 
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jaba tehim kaha dena baidehr. carana prahara kinha satha tehi. 8. 
na'i carana siru cala so taham. krpasindhu raghunayaka jaham. 9. 


When Ravana was told by Suk, the messenger, to give Janki (Sita) back to Lord Ram, 
he lost his temper; that vile fellow vented his ire on Suk by kicking him 
contemptuously". (8) 


Suk bowed his head before Ravana and immediately left the place (Ravana's court 
and the city of Lanka) to go where Lord Ram was’. (9) 


[Note—'This is the second time Ravana has kicked one of his close associates when 
he was advised to give Sita back to her husband, Lord Ram. The first instance was 
when he had kicked his own brother Vibhishan—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar 
Kand, Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 41. 


^Once again we find that Vibhishan too had done the same thing: when kicked by 
Ravana he had also bowed before him and immediately left Lanka to go and meet 
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Lord Ram—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 6 that 
precedes Doha no. 41 to Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 43. 

Thus we observe that even before the actual war commenced, Ravana had lost 
two of his friends and well-wishers, first Vibhishan and now Suk, due to his haughty, 
stubborn and angry nature. ] 


aot wag Frat ert Bars aT Hat smuft fe urs u 2o ii 
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kari pranamu nija katha sunā'ī. rama krpam apani gati pā'ī. 10. 
risi agasti kim sapa bhavani. rachasa bhaya'u raha muni gyani. 11. 
bandi rama pada barahim bara. muni nija a$rama kahum pagu dhara. 12. 


When he reached Lord Ram's camp he reverentially bowed his head before the Lord 
to pay his obeisance to him, and then told him all about himself by way of an 
introduction. The Lord blessed him, and he attained the destiny that he deserved. 
[What was Suk's fate? It is outlined in the following verse.] (10) 


In his previous life he was a wise, erudite and enlightened hermit, but unfortunately 
he had become a demon due to a curse cast on him by another sage named Agastya'. 


(11) 


When Lord Ram blessed him (Suk), the latter was freed from this curse. After that, 
the sage expressed his gratitude to Lord Ram by bowing his head repeatedly before 
the Lord, and then he went back to his old hermitage. (12) 


[Note—'What probable reason could have been for sage Agastya cursing Suk? 
Perhaps Suk may have very proud of his knowledge and erudition, and on some 
occasion he might have done something or behaved in some way that had offended 
sage Agastya. Annoyed thus, Agastya may have cursed him as a punishment to 
become a demon. Then Suk may have asked for pardon, whereupon sage Agastya 
must have blessed him that some day he would be freed from this curse when he 
meets Lord Ram and has the good fortune of being graced by the Lord himself. 

Life of Suk/Shuka has been narrated in Adhyatma Ramayan, Lanka/Yudha 
Kand, Canto 5, verse nos. 1-24. After receiving Lord Ram's blessings, he went to the 
forest to do meditation and follow his spiritual pursuits with other enlightened ascetics 
and hermits.] 


@o. fara a ur wee ae cu dis fas afer 
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binaya na manata jaladhi jara ga'e tini dina biti. 
bole rama sakopa taba bhaya binu ho'i na priti. 57. 
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Meanwhile, the stupid Ocean was so dumb and stubborn that it did not pay any whit 
of attention to Lord Ram’s prayers to allow the Lord a passage across it even though 
three days had passed. 

Exasperated by the Ocean’s arrogance, Lord Ram angrily exclaimed, ‘It 
appears that there would be no peaceful and friendly way out of this predicament; 
there is no option left but of taking recourse to an action that would create fear for the 
Ocean’. (Doha no. 57) 


[Note—'Lord Ram knew, in the very beginning itself, that he would have to 
ultimately use force to make the ocean give him a passage: this is evident by the 
answer the Lord gave to Laxman when the latter was not in favour of making humble 
pleadings to the ocean for passage, because it would be taken as a weakness on part of 
the Lord. But the Lord wanted to make sure that all peaceful means are exhausted 
before resorting to the use of force. So he had then assured Laxman that his wishes of 
using force will be fulfilled, but he ought to wait patiently for a while. {Refer: Ram 
Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line nos. 2-7 that precede Doha no. 51.}] 
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caupat. 


lachimana bana sarasana anu. sosaum baridhi bisikha krsanü. 1. 
satha sana binaya kutila sana priti. sahaja krpana sana sundara niti. 2. 
mamata rata sana gyana kahani. ati lobhi sana birati bakhānī. 3. 
krodhihi sama kamihi hari katha. üsara bija ba'em phala jatha. 4. 


Lord Ram said angrily, *Laxman; bring my bow and arrows. I shall dry up this ocean 
with my fiery arrows!. (1) 


[Now the Lord lays down some wonderful principles of prudence that can serve as 
guidelines to help us deal with the people of the world and the difficulty we face in 
making the right decision regarding how to deal with a particular situation and people 
of specific character and nature. Here he lists seven special characters of people, and 
tells us how to deal with them.] 


Praying or making supplication before an idiot (satha sana binaya), making 
friendship with a scoundrel and having affection for an evil rogue (kutila sana priti, 
teaching good virtues of liberality, charity, generosity and philanthropy to someone 
who is a born miser and exceedingly thrifty (sahaja krpana sana sundara niti) [2], 


--- Preaching spirituality and its eclectic principles that lead to wisdom, self- 
realisation and enlightenment to someone who is deeply passionate and engrossed in 
worldly affairs (mamata rata sana gyana kahānī), lecturing on the virtues of 
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renunciation, detachment and dispassion to one who is exceptionally greedy and 
rapacious (ati lobhi sana birati bakhān [3], --- 


--- Attempting to inculcate the virtues of calmness and evenness of the mind and 
emotions to someone who is prone to anger, easily becoming wrathful and vehement 
(krodhihi sama), and to narrate the divine stories of Lord Hari (Lord God) to one 
who is overcome with lust and passion (kamihi hari katha)—well, all these (seven) 
things are like trying to sow seed and expect it to sprout in a land that is infertile, dry 
and barren (üsara bija ba'ēnř phala jatha) [4]’.’ (2-4) 


[Note—'Lord Ram threatened the ocean in these words: “I shall teach the deity of this 
ocean, which is stubborn and stupid, a good lesson of his life by shooting energised 
arrows at him. These arrows are unique and exceptionally ferocious by their inherent 
nature inasmuch as that they are presided over by the fire god, resulting in their target 
bearing the brunt of the wrath of the fire god, which simply means that anything at 
which these arrows are shot is reduced to ash in an instant. Since the ocean is a 
reservoir of water and can’t logically be turned to ash, it means that it will 
immediately be dried up, and its bed exposed in the form of a cracked and parched 
stretch of dessert land.” 

Lord Ram actually did not want to carry out his threat because the Lord, who 
himself is an ‘ocean’ of mercy and compassion, was well aware that by drying up the 
ocean he would be killing all the marine creatures for whom the ocean is their home. 
Surely and certainly this cruel action was not in the nature of the Lord; his main 
intention was to instil fear in the heart of the ocean so that it agrees, albeit under the 
threat of extinction, to let the Lord’s army cross over to the other side and land on the 
shores of Lanka. That was all, and no real harm was intended. 


“In these analogies, the ‘negative traits’ are like the dry and infertile land, while the 
‘positive virtues’ are like the seed that sprouts into a flowering plant. 

To wit, just as it is worthless to expect a seed to sprout and produce a beautiful 
flowering plant if it is sowed in an infertile and dry piece of land, so it is also useless 
to expect any good result by trying to attempt any of the things listed in these verses. 

For instance, if one expects that an idiot would understand one’s situation and 
heed to his prayers for help, then he himself is an idiot because one is sure to be 
frustrated in his attempt. Similarly, it is dangerous to have friendship with someone 
who is crooked and vile; there is no use in trying to make a miserly person loosen his 
purse string and make donations or help others monetarily; a passionate man who 
enjoys worldly pleasures and who is deeply engrossed in sensual matters would turn a 
deaf ear and a blind eye when told about spiritual matters, its wonderful values and its 
principles of renunciation, detachment and dispassion along with the bliss, joy and 
peace they provide; an angry person would not listen to reasoning; and a worldly man 
for whom this gross material world is the real thing, talk of Lord God as well as of 
love and devotion for him is a boring subject. ] 
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asa kahi raghupati capa carhava. yaha mata lachimana ke mana bhava. 5. 
sandhane'u prabhu bisikha karala. uthi udadhi ura antara jvala. 6. 

makara uraga jhasa gana akulane. jarata jantu jalanidhi jaba jane. 7. 
kanaka thara bhari mani gana nana. bipra rüpa aya'u taji mana. 8. 


Saying this, Lord Raghupati (Lord Sri Ram) mounted his arrow on the bow. This 
attitude of the Lord found favour with Laxman, and he greatly appreciated it’. (5) 


When the Lord mounted his fiery, ferocious arrow on the bow and raised it (to shoot), 
there arose a great turbulence in the heart (middle) of the ocean. 

[To wit, there was a sudden churning, bubbling and frothing of the water of 
the ocean. It appeared that a huge underwater volcano had suddenly erupted, making 
the ocean boil; or it was like a huge underwater quake that seemed to lift the ocean 
and split it into two, causing monstrous waves that replicated the scene of the doom's 


day.] (6) 


All the marine creatures, such as alligators, sea-serpents and fish of all varieties, were 
immensely vexed and agitated (by the unexpected churn and the sudden turmoil). 

The Deity of the ocean became alarmed and thought that all the creatures who 
inhabit its realm (1.e. who live in the ocean) would be severely scalded and boiled 
alive. (7) 


To prevent a catastrophe from happening, it (Deity of the ocean) decided to approach 
Lord Ram and make peace with him. So it collected a large assortment of gems and 
precious stones found in the ocean (such as pearls, shells and corals etc.), arranged 
them in a golden plate, and having abandoned all its haughtiness and ego, it came out 
on the surface of the ocean in the form of a Brahmin’. (8) 


[Note—'Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line nos. 2-4 that precede 
Doha no. 51. Here Laxman had strongly expressed his reservations about an attempt 
to make the ocean give a passage by humbly praying to it for this purpose; he was in 
favour of a robust action, of forcing the deity of the ocean to submit to Lord Ram's 
orders rather than making humble supplications. 

Laxman was of the view, and correctly so, that Lord Ram's wish to make a 
peaceful crossing by avoiding a confrontation with the deity of the ocean would be 
taken in the wrong light by the latter, for since the ocean is dumb-witted by nature it 
would regard the Lord's gracious nature and friendly gesture as a sign of weakness, 
and not of nobleness. Eventually, Laxman's views turned out to be correct. 


^Why did the Deity of the ocean assume the form of a ‘Brahmin’ when it came out to 
make peace with Lord Ram? The Deity was so scared of Lord Ram that it did not 
want to take the risk of coming out in his original form, whatever that form was. So to 
ensure that Lord Ram would not punish him he assumed the form of a Brahmin, for a 
Brahmin is a respected person and usually receives a warm welcome. 

This sudden capitulation of the ocean, which was so stubborn and unrelenting 
just a while ago, proves the truth of Lord Ram's observation in Doha no. 57 and 
Chaupai line no. 2 that follows it.] 
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No matter what pains one may take to water a plantain tree in order to make it bear 
fruits, but it will not oblige. The only way to make the plantain tree to bear fruits is to 
cut or chop it down completely’. 

Oh the king of birds (khagesa; Garud, the celestial Eagle who is the mount of 
Lord Vishnu)?! Listen to this maxim—those who are lowly and wicked do not mend 
their ways by polite prayers and requests; the only way to bring them around is to deal 
with them sternly and strongly admonish them for their behaviour. (Doha no. 58) 


[Note—'The banana tree bears fruits only once in its life cycle. No matter what care is 
given to its stem or roots, and how much water is showered on it, it would not bear 
fruits again. The only way to have a good harvest of banana fruit is to cut off the 
earlier tree and plant a new one. To wit, those who have a particular bad habit often 
do not break that habit unless they are severely punished for it. 


^Garud was one of the primary listeners of this divine Story of Lord Ram. The 
narrator in his case was the saintly crow named Kaagbhusund. This episode of 
Kaagbhusund narrating the divine Story of Lord Ram, known as the *Ram Charit 
Manas', is the subject matter of the second half of the last chapter the aforesaid Holy 
Book, i.e. from Uttar Kand, Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 58—to Doha 
no. 125. 

A full English version of this wonderful narrative, known as the 
“Kaagbhusund Ramayan” that is soaked in spiritual wisdom and the virtues of 
devotion and love for Lord God, has been published by this author separately. It is 
available at the same site from where this current book the reader is reading presently 
was accessed.] 
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prabhu ayasu jehi kaham jasa aha'ī. so tehi bhamti rahérn sukha laha't. 4. 


The terrified Deity of the ocean fell at the feet of Lord Ram, and clasping it with his 
hands he said, ‘Oh Lord! Please be kind and gracious to excuse me for all my 
misdemeanours and faults. (1) 


Oh Lord, the five elements, i.e. the sky, the wind, the water, the fire and the earth, are 
gross, thoughtless and dumb by their very nature’. (2) 


Every scripture affirms that it is your mystical and magical cosmic power known as 
‘Maya’, i.e. the supernatural power that creates delusions of gigantic proportions, 
which is responsible for the creation of all these five gross elements for the purpose of 
creating this vast universe’. (3) 


Oh Lord! Since these elements were created to fulfil your wish (to create the world), 
they are obedient to you and faithfully follow the guidelines set for them by you. 
Since each and every single entity of this creation follows your wishes and obeys your 
instructions, doing aught naught which is contrary to what you desire keeps all of 
them happy and contented, and these five elements are no exception to this general 
rule. However, all problems and discontents arise when any of these entities attempt 
to violate this universal rule of conduct; all sorts of discord in any society or kingdom 
arise when the orders and authority of the realm’s soverign are undermined and 
individuals begin to act in their own way, heedless to the advice of their commanding 
authority (which in the case of this creation is you, the Supreme Lord). 

Hence, one would do well and attain happiness in life if one is contented with 
where the Lord has placed him, and if one follows the instructions and wishes of the 
Lord’. (4) 


[Note—'To wit, their behaviour lacks finesse and delicacy; they are gross in their 
behaviour, thoughts and actions. Since the ‘ocean’ is a personified form of the ‘water 
element’, so it’s but natural for it to be inherently gross and thoughtless. Therefore, oh 
Lord, you being merciful and considerate are requested to overlook the ocean’s ill 
behaviour and stubbornness, and be kind to forgive it for its irreverent actions. 


?To wit, these five elements are the basic building blocks for this creation. They were 
created by Maya, which is your supernatural cosmic power that enables you to create 
delusions of reality, which conjures up a surreal world of magic that is so wonderful 
and full of life, vibrancy and colour that even the wisest of sages are misled into 
believing it as being the real thing, whereas in fact it is just an imaginary dream-like 
world. This Maya, therefore, just in order to give effect to your wish to create an 
exceptionally fascinating creation of wondrous dimensions from virtually nothing, 
first created these five elements, viz. the sky, the air or the wind, the water, the fire 
and the earth, and then used them in myriads of permutations and combinations to 
craft the world as you wished. 

It follows from this fact that since these five elements were created by Maya, 
i.e. the cosmic power of the Supreme Being to create delusions, they are ‘gross, dull 
and inane’ by themselves. They appear to be real and life-like just because the Lord 
himself wanted them to look as such just in the way a magician would like that he 
creates on the stage should appear to be absolutely life-like and real, without a hint of 
falsehood, though he himself knows that they are all imaginary. 
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When the originator or creator of these five elements is Maya, the progenitor 
of grand delusions of cosmic proportions, and when this Maya has employed its 
powerful delusion-creating powers to create these five elements, then say how can it 
be expected that these five elements, and anything made from them, would have any 
truth or substance in them? 


?To wit, these five elements stick to their basic nature ordained by you at the time of 
their creation. If they begin to do what they like themselves, if they do what they 
wish, then the order and regulatory mechanism in this universe would break down. I 
am sure you, being the Supreme Lord and Master of this world, would not like that 
your subordinates begin to do what they like, because that would create anarchy and 
chaos. 

If they are not stubborn and act in a dumb manner by not relenting, not 
heeding to pleadings and not bowing to pressure tactics, then every powerful creature 
in this creation would brow-beat them to do their bidding. For instance, everyone 
would want the ‘ocean’ to part and give them a passage at their own convenience, or 
someone would want the ocean to rise and submerge his opponent’s realm, or to 
freeze so that boats and ships can’t move, and others would want it to irrigate their 
fields. 

Similarly, someone would order the ‘fire element’ to burn his opponent, and 
someone would order the fire element to cool down so that his enemy can’t cook food 
and die of hunger. 

The earth may be ordered to dry up or shake to cause ruin and havoc for one’s 
opponents. The sky may lose control over all its stars and planets, failing to act as a 
buffer between them, which in turn would mean that these stars and planets start 
colliding with each other. Imagine the hellish conditions of anarchy and chaos that 
would prevail if these five elements do not act stubbornly and adhere to their basic 
nature. 

The subjects of any kingdom can live in peace and harmony and prosperity 
only if their respect their king and follow his laws; otherwise there would obviously 
be anarchy and chaos. This applies to all countries: the citizens are expected to follow 
the established constitution and laws of their country; there would be peace and 
harmony if this is practiced. Otherwise there would be constant friction between 
different sections of the society, leading to disharmony and tensions. 

Similarly, the Supreme Being had laid down certain rules of behaviour and 
conduct for the five elements, which form the fundamental building-blocks of this 
creation, at the time of beginning of creation; these elements are expected to adhere to 
these rules and regulations in order to maintain peace and equilibrium in this creation. 
If they break this regulation, if they do what suits them, then there would be chaos all 
around. If these basic elements follow the norms laid out for them by the Supreme 
Being, then the overall structure of this creation as well as its finer constituents, which 
are formed out of these five elements, too would maintain their proper place, resulting 
in a peaceful existence. Otherwise, the structure would weaken and start crumbling 
from within. | 
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prabhu bhala kinha mohi sikha dinhi. marajada puni tumhari kinhi. 5. 
dhola gavamra südra pasu nari. sakala tadana ke adhikari. 6. 


Oh Lord (prabhu)! You have done the correct thing by teaching me a lesson and 
upbraiding me for my impertinence (and I owe my thanks to you for it)'. But the fact 
is that I was reluctant to give a passage across the water (of the ocean) because I did 
not wish to break the laws ordained by your own self; I was merely following the laws 
of conduct established for me and doing my duties”. (5) 


It is a established practice that a drum, one who is an utter fool, a lowly person, an 
animal, and a woman who has an evil character and a mean nature (like that of a 
lowly person or an animal)—these five entities deserve strictness in order to be tamed 
and taught good conduct". (6) 


[Note— What lesson did Lord Ram teach the Deity of the ocean? The Lord taught 
him that though it is okay that one should follow standard rules of conduct in routine 
life under ordinary circumstances, but one ought to be practical, prudent, wise and 
flexible enough in life to adjust and adapt oneself under changed circumstances, 
instead of being too rigid and stubborn. 

For instance, though it was alright for the ocean not to allow anyone to cross 
over its surface, for that would break the law of Nature which had ordained that the 
surface of the ocean is different from the hard surface of the land, and though one 
could easily walk on the land one would be barred from walking over the surface of 
the water of the ocean or the river. The mass of solid earth known as ‘land’ does not 
drown anyone, and one can walk over it easily, but the mass of water known as an 
‘ocean’ or a ‘river’ has the characteristic of drowning anyone who tries to walk over it 
barefoot like he does over the land. In order to go across the water of the ocean or 
river one needs a boat unlike in the case of the land where one can simply walk. 

This is the normal law of Nature under ordinary circumstances. But the 
situation and circumstance here was different: if the ocean did not allow the army of 
Lord Ram to cross over it to the other side then it would be impossible for the Lord to 
free an innocent lady (Sita) who was kidnapped by a demonic person, and it would 
also prevent the Lord from carrying out his duty to restore peace and order in this 
world by eliminating the scourge of the evil demons who had run amok in this world, 
horrifying all the creatures, and creating terror and devastation everywhere. 

In this peculiar situation, the stubbornness of the Ocean in not allowing Lord 
Ram to cross over its surface to go to Lanka to stop the demons from further 
spreading mayhem in this world was actually an act of the Ocean that was obstructing 
the Lord and creating hurdles in his path in carrying out his duties as the Supreme 
Lord of this creation. The Lord was not going to Lanka on a holiday, for a picnic or 
for pleasure. The Lord was on a divine mission of eliminating the evil and cruel 
demons, and obstructing him from carrying out his noble duties for the welfare of the 
world as a whole was a sinful act on the part of the Deity of the ocean. Therefore it 
was not pardonable, and the Lord, being the King Emperor of the world, had the right 
to punish the Ocean for being so stupid as to not understand the reality, and foolishly 
creating hurdles in the Lord's path on the pretext of just following his natural 
character. 


?The Ocean tried to explain his actions by pleading before the Lord that since it is an 
embodiment of the *water element', it was ordained not to allow any creature who 
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walks on foot on land to also walk over water in the same way. Hence, it was merely 
following the rule established for it by the Lord himself at the time of creation. The 
Ocean said ‘sorry’ and asked the Lord to forgive him. 


`The word used in the verse is “tadana”, which refers to the ‘use of force’ against 
anybody. The ‘drum’ needs to be ‘beaten’ or ‘struck’ or ‘hit’ by a stick in order to 
make it produce sound. If one touches it softly in order not to hurt it or be kind to it, 
then the drum would produce no sound. To wit, the ‘drum’ is so dumb that it requires 
a harsh treatment to produce desired results; treating it politely is useless. 

If anyone is a complete fool then trying to make him do something sensible in 
a polite manner is a waste of time and energy. He needs stern words, constant strict 
vigil and the fear of punishment if one wants him to do anything worthwhile. 

Similarly, a lowly person needs strictness if one expects him to be disciplined; 
showing politeness and being courteous with such persons would make them go wild 
with arrogance and get up on one’s nerves. 

An animal is to be treated with strictness, and so is the case with a woman 
who is of an evil character. 

It is interesting to note here that the word “pasu”, which means an animal, is 
strategically placed between “SUdra” and "nari", meaning a lowly person and a 
woman respectively. It implies that a lowly person and a woman who are “animal- 
like” in their mind and heart, whose intellect and behaviour are no less dumb and 
gross than that of an animal, surely deserve to be treated like one would treat an 
animal. They deserve harsh and strict treatment if one wants to keep them under leash. 

Shakespeare has famously said regarding a woman in ‘Hamlet’: “Frailty thy 
name is woman". These observations need not be taken in the wrong light as they are 
clearly meant for a woman who is ‘no better than an animal’ by her inherent nature. 

Of course such 'evil women' are exceptions, and so are persons called 
'Sudras' who are so ‘mean and lowly’ by nature that they are at the bottom of the 
rung in hierarchy of civil society, and these rules are meant only for such persons.] 
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[The Ocean pleaded:] Oh Lord (prabhu)! Though it is true that I would be dried up if 
your majesty so wishes, and then the army of monkeys and bears would easily cross 
over to the other shore (i.e. reach Lanka by walking on my dried bed), but that would 
deprive me of a chance to get some glory of being able to be of some service to you! 


(7) 


Your orders and instructions are sacrosanct and inviolable in this creation, so say the 
scriptures. Hence, I (and for that everyone else) am bound to obey you. So please be 
kind to instruct me regarding what pleases you, and what you expect me to do.’ (8) 


[Note—The Deity of the ocean tells Lord Ram that he is at the Lord's command. The 
Lord should forgive him as all great Kings ought to me merciful, considerate and 
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forgiving in their hearts. If the Lord decides to go ahead and punish the Ocean then it 
would not be good for the Lord’s reputation. On the other hand, if the Lord shows 
mercy on the Ocean and gives him a chance to devise a device by means of which the 
Lord’s army gets across it while letting the Ocean retain its dignity, form and status, 
then both would gain—the Lord’s reputation as a merciful and gracious Lord would 
be enhanced further, and the Ocean would also feel happy that it could serve the Lord 
and help him fulfil his divine mission of getting rid of the demons who were 
tormenting the world. 

So therefore it would be fit and proper if Lord Ram does not dry up the Ocean 
but allows it to form a strategy which would help the army of the Lord go across its 
surface without violating his dignity. ] 
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When the merciful Lord Ram heard these polite words of the Deity of the ocean, he 
smiled affectionately and replied, *Alright; so be it. Now tell me a way by which the 
army of monkeys and bears can go to the other side.’ (Doha no. 59) 


[Note—Why did Lord Ram 'smile'? It was because only after he had threatened the 
Ocean with dire consequences that the latter had relented. By ‘smiling’ at the Ocean 
the Lord indicated that he had no actual animosity or rancour against the former in his 
heart, but was only showing superficial anger at the Ocean just in order to make him 
mend his ways, and stop being inveterately arrogant and stubborn. That was all, and 
the Lord did not actually intend to harm the Deity of the ocean in any material way. 

Why would the Lord not actually harm the ocean by drying it up? It is because 
the Lord knew that the ocean harbours a rich culture of marine life, and being 
merciful by nature and protector of the world, the Lord would never imagine doing 
anything rash that would extinguish this life.] 
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[Reassured by the way Lord Ram politely and calmly received the Deity of the ocean 
and smiled affectionately at him, he felt very grateful to the Lord. Then he 
volunteered to help the Lord in the best way possible, a way that would maintain the 
sanctity of the laws of Nature and become a precedent for the coming generations. 
And what was that way? It was this:--] 


The Deity of the ocean replied courteously, ‘Oh Lord (natha). Two monkeys named 
Nala and Neela had been granted a boon by a venerated sage during their childhood 
days. (1) 


By the virtue of this boon as well as by your blessings, even huge boulders and rocks 
as large as hills and mountains would be able to float on the surface of the water of 
the ocean’. 

[Verily indeed, the world would see this miraculous deed as an evidence of 
your glory and mystical powers—for no one can ever imagine that huge and heavy 
rocks and boulders that resemble miniature mountains can ever float on the surface of 
the ocean; it is virtually impossible. Oh Lord, very few would know that this feat was 
achieved by these two monkey warriors also due to the boon that was granted to them 
by some ancient sage. The world would actually praise you and your mystical powers 
alone that enabled this stupendous feat to be achieved by them. So therefore, you can 
see that I am really helping to enhance your glory instead of reducing it.] (2) 


Meanwhile, I too would eternally feel grateful to you in my heart for showing 
immense mercy and grace upon me, and I will do my best to help you in whatever 
way I can. (3) 


Oh Lord (natha). In this way you can get the ocean tamed by getting a bridge built 
across its surface. This method would establish your glory and majesty in all the three 
divisions of the world? for all times to come, and all future generations would be able 
to sing about it and glorify you for this remarkable act of yours. 

[To wit, oh Lord, this would be win-win situation for both of us—for on the 
one hand it would help me to maintain my dignity and obey the laws of Nature by 
which it was ordained that land-bound living beings cannot walk on water, and on the 
other hand it would also help your Lordship's majesty and glory to reach greater 
heights. Further, it would help your army to cross the water easily, with the least 
trouble. It would also enable all the marine creatures living in the realm of the ocean 
to pay their obeisance to you and see your divine and holy form while you are 
crossing the ocean. This method of crossing the ocean would be in line with the 
human form that you have assumed, inspite of the fact that you are the Supreme Being 
having an all-pervading, omnipresent cosmic form.]" (4) 


[Note—'The legend goes that Nala and Neela were sons of Vishwakarma, the 
architect of the gods in heaven. They had inherited their father’s acumen in 
constructing great structures; they would be quietly helped by their father 
Vishwakarma himself once the construction of the bridge commenced. When they 
were young they used to be naughty, throwing idols worshipped by learned sages into 
the water. These sages knew who these two young monkey-boys were, and that when 
they grow up they would one day help the Supreme Being proceed on his mission of 
eliminating the cruel demon race. Besides this they were very young in age, and the 


1124 


sages also knew that the monkeys are inherently mischievous and fond of creating 
nuisance. So they forgave Nala and Neela for their childish behaviour. 

But since these two fellows continued with their deed of throwing the sages’ 
idols into the water for the sake of fun, without realising the gravity and sinfulness of 
their deed, the sages devised a device by which they could protect their idols from 
sinking in the water—which was to pronounce a boon, by way of a curse, that all 
stone-like things (such as the idols) which Nala and Neela would touch will not sink 
but float on the surface of the water. So these idols never drowned, and they were 
recovered by the sages and reinstated in their hermitages. 

This sort of ‘curse’ later on became a ‘boon’ for Nala and Neela, as it helped 
them to put together huge boulders and rocks to construct the bridge across which 
Lord Ram’s army crossed over to Lanka! 


?The three divisions of the world are heaven, earth and nether world. 


`The Deity of the ocean is wise and intelligent, and not as dumb as he appeared to be! 
The way the Deity answered Lord Ram, and the reasoning he gives showing how they 
both would be gainers if the method advocated by him is implemented by the Lord, 
clearly proves his wisdom and prudence. 

In the future, if anyone wished to cross a river or any other large water body 
then he would have a precedence to guide him what to do: he would have to construct 
a ‘bridge’ across the water. 

This event of heavy rocks and boulders, which were definitely larger and 
heavier than ordinary wooden boats that were normally used to cross the water during 
those days, being able to ‘float’ on the water’s surface also perhaps laid the 
foundation of the concept of building huge ships and water-crafts of gigantic 
proportions by future generations. ] 
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On my northern coast or boarder (i.e. to my north; in the northern direction from here) 
there live certain very vile criminals who are a constant source of grief for me. So oh 
Lord, please be kind to exterminate them with your arrow (that you had mounted on 
your bow to punish me)'.’ (5) 


When the merciful Lord heard of the torments of the Ocean's heart, he was moved by 
pity at him. So taking cognizance of this, the graceful Lord who is valiant and 
steadfast in the battle-field immediately acted to dispel the troubles of the Ocean. [To 
wit, the Lord immediately shot the arrow in the direction indicated by the Deity of the 
ocean, and once the arrow was gone the ocean felt at ease as now there was no 
physical danger for it.] (6) 


[Note—'This verse is very interesting. We have read that Lord Ram had mounted his 
arrow on his bow to punish the Ocean before he appeared to plead for mercy and be 
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forgiven. This arrow was still there, mounted on the bow! The Ocean felt terrified at 
the sight of this mounted arrow and was sore affright that if he does not tell the Lord 
of any target for this arrow then chances are that he himself would be one, for the 
Lord’s arrow, once raised, cannot go in vain; it must be shot at something to dissipate 
its energy. So what ought to be done now? 

By the term ‘northern direction’ or ‘northern boarder’, the Ocean means the 
land mass extending all the way up from the shore where Lord Ram met it till the 
fringes of the mighty Himalayan Mountain range which formed the extreme northern 
boundary of the known land mass of that era. There were many criminal tribes and 
demons who still lived there. So the Deity of the ocean requested Lord Ram to shoot 
his arrow in that direction so that it can eliminate such elements in the Ocean’s 
backyard. 

This request has great symbolic importance and significance—it means the 
Ocean reminded Lord Ram that while it is okay that he is going to Lanka to 
exterminate the demons who are sinful, cruel and vile to the extreme, but if this is the 
aim of the Lord then why should he neglect or ignore similar evil creatures still living 
in his own backyard, up in the main land? In Lanka only the worst of such demonic 
entities are concentrated, but others who may be less evil at present and who may one 
day evolve into evil forces similar to those who live presently in Lanka if they are not 
rooted out now are spread all over the north of the ocean. The Ocean reminded Lord 
Ram that it is a precautionary measure the Lord ought to take! 

According to sage Valmiki’s Ramayana, there was a place known as Droom- 
Kulya lying to the north of the ocean. That place was inhabited by low-caste people 
who were very sinful. The Ocean asked Lord Ram to shoot his arrow in that direction 
so that its explosive and fiery landing on the land would terrify these people, and they 
would think that the gods in heaven have shot this meteor at them to warn them to 
mend their sinful ways. There are good chances that it would suffice the purpose of 
reforming these sinful people. It is said that Lord Ram shot the arrow in the direction 
proposed by the Ocean, and the land got scorched, turning it into a desert known as 
‘Marukantar’. But since Lord Ram is kind and merciful in his heart, and since he 
wished to give the land and its people a chance for reformation, he blessed them that 
the land would be free from diseases, and that it would soon bear green trees that 
would have fruits on them. {Refer: Valmiki Ramayan, Lanka Kand, Canto 22, verse 
nos. 32-43.} 

It is believed that this area is known as the Thar Desert and its surrounding 
areas in the present-day state of Rajasthan in India. In ancient times there was a huge 
cavity in the land, and it was filled with salt water to form a huge lagoon, or it could 
have been a fresh-water lake, a sort of an ‘inland sea’. This lake or lagoon had a 
narrow water-channel linking it to the present-day Arabian Sea, that in turn merged 
with its parent body known as the ‘Ocean’ which was where Lord Ram now stood, on 
the southern tip of the mainland India. | 


dfa wa sep dieu «np guru aa wears TENT t 9 t 
"ener atta ale wate Garrat vars ofa ureirfer aean ii e, t 


dekhi rama bala paurusa bhari. harasi payonidhi bhaya'u sukhari. 7. 
sakala carita kahi prabhuhi sunava. carana bandi pathodhi sidhava. 8. 
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When the Deity of the ocean observed the might and valour of Lord Ram (as well as 
the Lord’s readiness to oblige him and adopt a friendly attitude towards him), he felt 
extremely glad and exhilarated in his heart. (7) 


Then after narrating the whole story to the Lord (regarding the evil doings of the 
inhabitants of his northern boarders as well as other things directly related to the 
Lord’s campaign, such as the reason for the ocean’s initial reluctance to allow the 
Lord's army to cross over to Lanka)’, the Deity of the ocean reverentially bowed his 
head at the feet of Lord Ram and went back to his own abode. (8) 


[Note—'The Deity of the ocean told Lord Ram that he had no real intention of 
creating an obstruction in the Lord’s way, and to prove his integrity and a cooperative 
attitude he cited how he had asked a mountain named Mainak to rise from the depth 
of the ocean and invite Hanuman to take some rest while the latter was on his way to 
Lanka—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Doha no. 1 and Chaupai line no. 
9 that precedes it. 

The demons led by Ravana were a formidable enemy, so the Ocean wished to 
make sure that the Lord is sufficiently powerful to defeat them by testing his might 
and resolve just like the case of Hanuman when the mother of serpents, known as 
Sursa, was sent by the gods to test his mettle and war readiness—apropos: Ram Charit 
Manas, Sundar Kand, Doha no. 2 along with Chaupai line nos. 1-12 that precede it. 

There was another reason why the Ocean initially pretended to obstruct Lord 
Ram's way to Lanka. It was well known that Ravana was very harsh and cruel and 
unforgiving in his wrath and meting out punishment to those who offended him. So if 
the Ocean did not pretend to block Lord Ram's progress to Lanka, and if it appeared 
that he was a willing ally of the Lord, then there were good chances that his act would 
certainly offend Ravana, and that would mean unending horror for himself as well as 
all the marine creatures that live in his realm. So therefore, in order to deflect such a 
terrifying situation the Ocean decided to pretend to block Lord Ram's progress to 
Lanka; it was merely for show to appease Ravana. Now when the Lord had pulled out 
his arrow to shoot at him, the Ocean would have an excuse, in case Ravana became 
furious and came calling, that he was forced to cooperate with Lord Ram under the 
threat of death. 

There was fear from the backyard too, because demon pickets were posted by 
Ravana on the mainland, to the north of the shore of the ocean where Lord Ram 
presently stood. We have already read about demons defiling the fire sacrifices of 
sages, about them attacking Lord Ram himself on different occasions, and how 
Ravana's sister Supernakha had tried to trap the Lord, an event that culminated in 
Sita's abduction by Ravana. 

These were the many stories and facts that the Deity of the ocean confided to 
Lord Ram.] 


30. fa sre ters fae siega ae aa Sema | g 
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nija bhavana gavane'u sindhu sriraghupatihi yaha mata bhaya'ü. 1. 
yaha carita kali malahara jathamati dasa tulasi gaya'ü. 2. 

sukha bhavana sansaya samana davana bisada raghupati guna gana. 3. 
taji sakala asa bharosa gavahi sunahi santata satha mana. 4. 


The Ocean (i.e. the Deity of the ocean) went to his own abode. The advice given by 
him to Lord Raghupati (Lord Ram) was very much liked by the Lord. (Chanda line 
no. 1) 


This narrative is able to wipe out the negative consequences arising out of sins 
prevalent in the era of Kaliyug. 

[To wit, by hearing and narrating this glorious story of Lord Ram, a devotee is 
cleansed of all taints that tarnish his inner self in the age of Kaliyug that is known for 
predominance of sins and evil qualities.] 

Tulsidas has sung the Lord's glories and the divine story narrating the Lord's 
deeds in this world according to his limited abilities. (Chanda line no. 2) 


Singing and narrating the divine qualities and glorious virtues of Lord Raghupati 
(Lord Ram) through the means of stories related to the Lord and his life on earth are 
like a treasury of happiness, joy and peace (for they bestow eternal pleasure and bliss 
to the heart). They have the potential of destroying or exterminating all spiritual 
doubts and consternations that confuse a devotee. They vanquish all grief and sorrows 
that cause torment to the creature. (Chanda line no. 3) 


Oh my stupid mind and heart (“satha mana")! Listen to me: abandon all other 
wishes that you may have, and stop relying on any other source for obtaining peace 
and happiness in life. 

Instead, rely solely on listening to and singing of these divine stories of Lord 
Ram as the single-window source for all your spiritual requirements, as the only 
panacea for accessing eternal bliss and happiness, as the fountainhead that would 
grant you everlasting beatitude and felicity. (Chanda line no. 4) 


WO. aaa Gael aaah TNA TA TII I 
"rer ya a ae var Fey fera ACSA It &o il 
doha. 


sakala sumangala dayaka raghunayaka guna gana. 
sadara sunahim te tarahim bhava sindhu bina jalajana. 60. 


Verily indeed, the singing and narrating of the glories and divine stories of Lord 
Raghunayak (Lord Ram) is the only fountainhead that bestows all sorts of 
auspiciousness, good omens, welfare and well-being to one and all. 

Truly, in all sooth and without gainsay, those who are fortunate to listen to the 
narration of Lord Ram's divine story and of the Lord's glories are able to cross over 
this symbolic ocean represented by the endless cycle of transmigration. [To wit, their 
soul finds liberation and deliverance once and for all. They attain emancipation and 
salvation for themselves. Their soul attains eternity; they find eternal beatitude and 
felicity.] (Doha no. 60) 
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Sub-section 10.1.2—Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, (1) Chaupai line 
no. | that precedes Doha no. 1—to—Doha no. 5; (i) Doha no. 11 (a) 
along with Chaupai line nos. 1-8 that precede it:- 


(i) Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 1—to— Doha no. 5:- 


Jo Aa FTT UAT AT Ala Herd GT AS | 9 d 


US FAT fé WA Cl Hey SIR] HSS N 2 II 
doha. 


lava nimésa paramanu juga barasa kalapa sara canda. 1. 
bhajasi na mana tehi rama ko kalu jasu kodanda. 2. 


[The poet-saint Tulsidas exhorts his own self, i.e. his mind and his heart known as the 
*Mana', to worship and adore Lord Ram who is none but the Supreme Being himself 
in a physical form. Addressing his Mana, the learned poet says:-] 


‘Oh my dear Mana! Why don't you worship and adore Lord Ram—the Supreme 
Being whose primary form is cosmic and timeless in nature, a form that transcends 
the boundaries of Time as it is eternal and infinite, a form that is all pervading and all- 
encompassing—for whom the ‘Kaal’ (the factor of immortal Time; the factor of Time 
that precedes this creation and would even follow its conclusion) is the cosmic ‘Bow’, 
and the different divisions of this Time factor, both at the microcosmic level as well 
as the macrocosmic level of existence, from the very tiny fractions such as Lava, 
Nimesh and Parmaanu (referring to an hour, a minute and a second), to the cosmic 
scale of the measurement of Time known as Yuga, Varsha and Kalpa (referring to an 
era, a year and one cycle of creation) are different types of ‘Arrows’, fierce and 
powerful, that the Lord employs both for short-range as well as for long-range use 
respectively. (Doha line nos. 1-2) 


[Note— The factor of Time and how the Supreme Being represented by Lord Ram 
uses it to exercise his control over this creation should be clearly understood. When 
anything comes into existence it has a certain life-span or life-time at the end of which 
time it ceases to exist. This is a universal Law of Nature that is true for everything, 
both at the macrocosmic level of creation and its microcosmic counterpart. Therefore, 
by exercising control over this factor of Time, and ensuring that this Law of Nature 
remains inviolable, the Lord ensures that each and every entity in this creation 
remains within its designated limits. 

The Lord himself also follows this Law of Nature that has been promulgated 
by him—and this is the reason why when the time came for him to leave this world 
and return to his heavenly abode he willingly accepted it and shed his worldly mortal 
coil. This fact is explicitly narrated in Adhyatma Ramayan, Uttar Kand, Canto 8, 
verse nos. 9-39 where we read that ‘Kaal’, the god of death, came to Lord Ram and 
reminded him that his time on earth has come to an end, and it would be proper for 
him to return to heaven. The Lord willingly accepted this advice, and thereafter he 
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maneuvered things in such a clever way which gave him an excuse to make an 
honourable exit from this mundane, physical and gross world. How Lord Ram steered 
his exit has been narrated in detail in Adhyatma Ramayan, Uttar Kand, Canto 8, verse 
nos. 40-72, and Canto 9, verse nos. 1-67. 

In the current verse we are reading, it is the cosmic form of Lord Ram that is 
being invoked. This form is also known as Brahm in the Upanishads. This form has 
no physical characteristics, for it is without any attributes, is invisible, sublime and 
subtle, is all-pervading and all-encompassing. The Upanishads assert that there is 
nothing beyond Brahm, and this Brahm is a term that is used to refer to the ‘cosmic 
Consciousness’ that is the only Truth in this creation. Without this Consciousness 
there will be no ‘life’ in this world, and a world without life is dead. 

Lord Ram is the Supreme Emperor of this creation, and like an Emperor he 
employs different means to control his realm. At the microcosmic level of creation the 
Lord ensures that the cycle of creation keeps on rotating or moving in the form of 
each passing moment represented by seconds, minutes and hours. Similarly, on a 
larger plane, or at the macrocosmic level, he ensures that the creation slowly revolves 
and changes from one year to another, from one era to the next, and from one cycle of 
creation to the next, a fresh cycle. 

This is like a gigantic wheel rotating slowly but certainly, without pause and 
stopping. Whatever has come into existence would end one day, whether that ‘day of 
end’ is measured in an hour, a year or an era, but the fact is that the end cannot be 
avoided. 

But then, what remains after that ‘end’? It is the immortal Time, known as 
‘Kaal’, that presides the birth and death of everything; it is Kaal that brings about an 
‘end’ of what exists, and it also Kaal that sees the ‘beginning’ of another or a new 
phase of everything. But Kaal has no ‘life’ or ‘authority’ of its own; it is but a tool in 
the hands of Brahm, the Supreme Being, the cosmic Consciousness. Lord Ram 
represents this Brahm. So therefore it follows that Time, known as Kaal, is an 
instrument in the hands of Lord Ram by which he controls this creation. 

And just like the case of an Emperor who presides over a vast administrative 
machinery with a governor at the helm of each division of his extended empire, and 
then appoints other authorities to help these governors to exercise proper control over 
the realm, Lord Ram, in his cosmic role as the Supreme Being, employs Time and its 
various divisions as outlined in this verse to exercise his control over the vast realm 
known as ‘creation’.] 


Ho. Rig aaa gh wa afaa ater wy sta HES e I 
ata facia cfs ara HE Ad Sat HSS Ul 2 
GE WH hd Aad Ht GT Hs 3 I 
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soratha. 
sindhu bacana suni rama saciva boli prabhu asa kahé'u. 1. 
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sunahu bhanukula ketu jamavanta kara jori kaha. 3. 
natha nama tava setu nara cadhi bhava sagara tarahim. 4. 


1130 


[After a little pause marked by the end of Canto 5 known as Sundar Kand, the learned 
poet Tulsidas resumes his narration in Canto 6 known as Lanka Kand.] 


After hearing the advice of the Deity of the ocean', Lord Ram summoned his advisors 
and ministers (such as Sugriv, Vibhishan, Jamvant, Angad, Hanuman etc.) and 
instructed them: *Why are you delaying now? Get cracking immediately and make 
preparations for building a bridge across the ocean so that the army can cross it and 
land on the other shore." (Sortha line nos. 1-2) 


Jamvant (the old bear chieftain) joined his hands in prayer and politely submitted to 
Lord Ram, ‘Listen oh Lord Ram who symbolizes the exalted glory of the Solar Race 
(bhanukula kétu). Your divine and holy Name is itself a symbolic bridge which 
helps creatures cross this mundane world of birth and death with its accompanying 
torments and horrors, thereby helping them to attain eternal peace and beatitude". 
(Sortha line nos. 3-4) 


[Note— Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Doha no. 59 and Chaupai line nos. 
1-4 that follow it. 


^Jamvant said: “Oh Lord, by taking the help of your holy Name a creature easily finds 
liberation and deliverance from this world of transmigration. Your divine Name helps 
the creature's soul to attain emancipation and deliverance. Your exalted Name 
provides peace, bliss, beatitude and felicity to the tormented creature. 

This being the case, if a creature can be certain to cross this vast ocean-like 
world consisting of an endless cycle of birth and death along with its attendent grief 
and horrors, an *ocean' that seems to have no end in sight, then getting across this 
*worldly ocean' is no problem. Of course we have to construct a bridge, but your 
Name is so powerful that if it is constructed by invoking your Name each time its 
blocks are put into the water then it is assured that they will never sink, and so by 
employing this method we will be able to build the bridge step by step."] 
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yaha laghu jaladhi tarata kati bara. asa suni puni kaha pavanakumara. 1. 
prabhu pratapa baravanala bhari. sose'u prathama payonidhi bari. 2. 
tava ripu nari rudana jala dhara. bhare'u bahori bhaya'u tehim khara. 3. 
suni ati ukuti pavanasuta kéri. harase kapi raghupati tana heri. 4. 


[Jamvant continued—] In the context of what I have just said, what does this humble 
worldly ocean mean? [If your Name is so powerful that it enables the creature to cross 
over the infinite ocean of transmigration, than what is there to worry about this 
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worldly ocean which has a limited dimension, especially when you yourself are 
present here to tame is and help us to cross over it?]"! 
Hearing these words of Jamvant, the son of the wind god (Hanuman) said --- 


(1), 


‘Oh Lord (prabhu)! Your majesty’s anger had created such a fierce underwater fire 
known as *baravanala" that it has already dried up the ocean. What is seen now is 
salty water that has filled the cavity that was formed when the original water was 
evaporated. (2) 


The emptied cavity or trough of the ocean was then filled with streams of tears shed 
by your enemy’s wives, and that is why the water of the ocean is so salty and 
alkaline". (3) 


Hearing this witty observation of the son of the wind god (Hanuman), all the 
assembled monkeys and bears glanced at Lord Ram and marveled at this idea, feeling 
joyous in their hearts. [To wit, everyone heard Hanuman’s witty statement and 
thoroughly enjoyed it.]* (4) 


[Note—'Jamvant said: “Oh Lord! If your Name is so powerful, potent, majestic and 
authoritative that by merely remembering it and invoking its mystical powers a 
creature is able to help his soul cross over the endless barriers that come in the way of 
his liberation and deliverance from the cycle of transmigration that is like a huge 
cosmic ocean without any end, then this body of water which lies in the front, and 
which the world likes to call an ‘ocean’, is of no consequence, for its dimensions are 
equivalent to a small puddle of water collected in the hollow made in the ground by 
the hoof of a cow as compared to the dimensions of the ocean symbolizing the cycle 
of birth and death which the creature crosses easily by simply relying on the mystical 
powers of your holy and divine Name. So therefore, there is nothing to worry about. 
Just issue your instructions and see how we tame this ocean.’ 


"The “baravanala fire" is the fierce fire that burns in the bowls of the earth, 
underneath the bed of the ocean. It is believed that it keep the water of the ocean 
warm and helps sustain a rich culture of marine life, both zoological and botanical, 
even in great depths of the ocean, a life which would otherwise have died due to 
constant dampness and coldness of the water. The existence of this life-sustaining 
underwater fire is the reason why liquid water and marine life are sustained even 
under glaciers that would have otherwise frozen everything under them. 

Like overland volcanoes, this underwater fire also erupts once in a while, 
giving rise to spouts of water and steam that are observed rising from the surface of 
the ocean at some places. It is also this underwater fire that produces ‘hot water 
springs’. 

Perhaps it was produced at the time when the ocean was vigorously churned 
by the gods and the demons in some ancient time in search of the ambrosia known as 
‘Amrit. In order to churn the celestial ocean they used Mt. Madrachal as the churning 
rod, and it was placed on the bed of the ocean. The vigorous turning of this ‘rod’ 
created friction that produced the ‘baravanala’. 

Another possibility is that some drops of the exceedingly hot and corrosive 
‘Halal poison’ that was produced due to this churning may have fallen in the ocean, 
which in turn not only heated its water but also caused it to become corrosive. In due 
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course of time this Halal poison so much affected the rocks already present in the 
water that they formed into corals. 

According to ‘Kalki Puran’, when Lord Shiva produced the shaft of fire that 
burned Kamdeva (because this god of passion was tormenting the Lord and disturbing 
his meditation), the creator Brahma intervened to stop further destruction in this 
creation. Brahma converted this horrifying dart of fire into a ‘sea-horse’ and sent it to 
the ocean in an attempt to cool it down. The marine creature of this name and the 
underwater fire were the result of this. 

Valmiki Ramayan says that the ‘baravanala’ is the anger of a sage named 
Aurva, and it is this fire that one day would heat the ocean so much that it would 
eventually evaporate and dry up, leading to an end of all water resources that cool this 
world that would eventually result in the extinction of all life on earth as it becomes a 
hot ball of fire. 

Another narrative appears in  Padma-Puran, Shristi-Khand, Pushkar- 
Mahatamya where it is said that Saraswati, the goddess of wisdom, was asked by the 
creator Brahma to take the golden pot full of eternally burning fire from the 
possession of Lord Vishnu and keep it in the custody of the god of the ocean because 
the creator feared this pot could fall in the hands of the demons who had many a times 
attacked heaven. 


*We have read earlier that Lord Ram had prepared to shoot his fiery arrow or missile 
at the ocean to burn it and dry it up, when the Deity of the ocean appeared before the 
Lord and pleaded for mercy. The Ocean asked the Lord to shoot the arrow in the 
‘northern direction’. The Lord shot his arrow as requested. {Apropos: Ram Charit 
Manas, Sundar Kand, Doha no. 57—to Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 60.} 

But then what might have happened? This fierce and hot arrow dried up the 
water body where it landed, and then bored itself into its bed. Since the water was 
shallow and it dried up quickly, the arrow was not sufficiently cooled down, and so 
when it drilled itself into the earth it made the bowls of the earth hot too. This event 
could have produced an event that in modern times we can liken to an underground 
nuclear explosion. This phenomenon not only heated the bowls of the earth and dried 
up the water where the arrow landed but it also contaminated all the water that had 
any link with the water body where the arrow landed, i.e. the lagoon that was referred 
to by the Ocean, and at which Lord Ram had shot his arrow. 

This is possibly why the entire ocean became corrosive, and this is also what 
might have caused the underground fire, because the red hot arrow may have ignited 
the vast underground reservoir of natural gas and oil that lies under the bed of the 
ocean. 

In Adhyatma Ramayan, Lanka/Yuddha Kand, Canto 3, verse nos. 82-83 we 
read that the “Lord’s formidable arrow returned to his quiver after successfully 
completing its assignment”. This means in practical terms that the entire stretch of 
water, from where the Lord stood now till the place where the arrow was initially shot 
at, was dried up by the Lord’s missile. 

Then how was the cavity of the ocean filled again? Hanuman gives here an 
interesting way how it may have happened, and why the ocean became saline and 
corrosive. He says that when the original water, that was sweet, evaporated due to the 
heat of Lord Ram’s arrow, the empty cavity was filled by streams of tears of the 
wives of demon warriors who wept bitterly at the prospect of the death of their male 
relatives in the war that loomed on the horizon of Lanka. These tears formed streams 
that flowed into the empty ocean just like ordinary rivers today do when they fall into 
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the ocean. This imagery is indeed a fantastic and a wonderful way of depicting an 
event that may have actually happened long-long ago! 

Was it possible for the ocean to dry up instantly while everyone was observing 
it, and then how did it get so quickly filled with the tears of the ladies of the demon 
warriors? What did Hanuman actually mean? Well, from the more practical 
perspective Hanuman meant that from the time Lord Ram decided to go to Lanka to 
eliminate the demons, his anger was seething inside him much like the underground 
fire that burns invisibly inside the earth. This wrath of the Lord had quietly dried up 
the ocean, and by the time they reached its shores it was filled by the tears of weeping 
demon ladies. 

Why were the demonesses so sure that their male relatives would all die? 
Well, the whole city of Lanka had witnessed what havoc Hanuman had unleashed 
when he had burnt it down during the time he had gone there in search of Sita. In fact, 
large numbers of demon warriors were already killed in the skirmishes they had with 
Hanuman at that time. So the signs were loud and clear: that doom was not far away. 
So the demonesses wept and grieved bitterly, shedding tears endlessly that flowed 
into the cavity of the ocean. ] 


“Everyone present heard Hanuman’s witty observation and thoroughly enjoyed the 
subtle sense of humour it contained. They glanced at the Lord to see how he reacted 
to Hanuman’s reasoning, and when they saw him smile they understood that he too 
enjoyed the wit of Hanuman. After the somber situation that had just ended with the 
Ocean succumbing to the Lord, it was a pleasant turn of events. An otherwise serious 
and grave atmosphere was suddenly changed into a pleasant one by Hanuman, lifting 
everyone’s spirits and sending a ripple of laughter in the rank and file of the Lord’s 
army. Of course, Lord Ram too enjoyed and appreciated it.] 


Wad sitet Ss Us Act Aa AT HAT WATS du I 
TH Ware YAR na rel | aE Se Wares enu ATT s M 


jamavanta bole do'u bhā'. nala nilahi saba katha suna’. 5. 
rama pratapa sumiri mana mahim. karahu setu prayasa kachu nahim. 6. 


Jamvant (the bear chieftain) called the two brothers Nala and Neela, and told them 
about everything. [Jamvant related to the two brothers what the Deity of the ocean 
had told Lord Ram a little while ago—that to cross the ocean a bridge across the 
surface of the water had to be constructed, and for this purpose the two brothers, Nala 
and Neela, were fully qualified and very competent!.] (5) 


He exhorted them to start the construction of the bridge forthwith, saying, ‘You must 
remember the glory of Lord Ram and feel rest assured that you would be successful in 
constructing the bridge. So don't worry. Building this bridge will not need any great 
effort, and you will be able to do it as if it was a mere sport for you.' (6) 


[Note—'Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-4 that 
precede Doha no. 60.] 
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boli li'e kapi nikara bahori. sakala sunahu binati kachu mori. 7. 

rama carana pankaja ura dharahu. kautuka eka bhalu kapi karahu. 8. 
dhavahu markata bikata barütha. anahu bitapa girinha ke jutha. 9. 
suni kapi bhalu cale kari hüha. jaya raghubira pratapa samuha. 10. 


After briefing Nala and Neela, Jamvant summoned large number of monkey and bear 
warriors and addressed them as follows: ‘I pray to all of you to listen to my little 
request. (7) 


This request is a simple one. First invoke the glory of Lord Ram and enshrine his holy 
feet in your hearts, and then engage yourselves in a little sporting activity’. (8) 


All of you who are full of daring and courage must get cracking immediately. Run in 
all the directions, wherever you wish to go. Find trees and rocks, pick them up, and 
bring them here as fast as you can.’ (9) 


As soon as the multitudes of monkeys and bears heard this instruction they gave out a 
thunderous cheer (as there was nothing better they could have been asked to do). Then 
they embarked on this mission instantly, with immense zeal and energy. 

They enthusiastically applauded Lord Ram and exclaimed in unison, ‘Hail 
Lord Ram; Glory to you. [Oh Lord, off we go! Just wait for some more time and see 
what wonder unfolds right in front of you.]’ (10) 


[Note—'Jamvant told the assembled monkey and bear warriors, “Listen my friends! 
What I will now ask you to do is something all of you will enjoy doing. You have 
always been playing around with huge trees and their branches, and you have always 
enjoyed throwing big boulders and rocks here and there as well at each other 
playfully. I mean that you have been doing this since your childhood days; all of you 
are habituated in uprooting great trees and rocks, and using them as tools for your 
games and other sporting activities. Now well, it is the time to employ this skill and 
put it to some good use. 

I am absolutely sure that you will thoroughly enjoy this activity—of uprooting 
trees and boulders and rocks from wherever you can find them, and then bringing 
them here and dumping them into the ocean so that Nala and Neela could use them to 
build a bridge. So go ahead and enjoy yourselves! 

Remember: Never earlier you had a chance of being actually asked to uproot 
trees and dislodge rocks and boulders from hills and mountains, and then get praised 
for this mischievous deed of yours. Since this is a natural game for you, since it is a 
habit for all of you, and the icing on the cake is that now you are being actually asked 
to do it instead of being reprimanded for it, so get cracking immediately and 
thoroughly enjoy this freedom to engage in an activity that suits your natural 
temperament. This is a sort of a boon for you. So go ahead; you have my permission. 
Good luck!"] 
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The huge army of monkeys and bears got a bonanza of their lives. They uprooted 
large trees as well as stones, boulders and rocks of all sizes and shapes from 
mountains and hills, and brought them immediately to the shore of the ocean. There 
they handed their collection over to Nala and Neela who used these trees, stones, 
boulders and rocks to construct the bridge step-by-step. (Doha no. 1) 


[Note—We must remember that Nala and Neela were blessed by a boon that anything 
they touched would float on the water. So it means that the rocks and boulders which 
the warriors brought were first handed over to the two brothers, and not directly 
dumped into the water because then they would have sunk. When Nala and Neela 
touched these heavy rocks and boulders they began floating. There was of course no 
problem with tree trunks as they naturally float on the surface of the water. 

Nala and Neela had merely to put these trees, stones, rocks and boulders into 
their proper position and tie them up. Perhaps they first tied up the trees using thick 
but soft stems and creepers as twines, and then over this temporary float they placed 
the rocks and the boulders, fixing them tightly over the tree trunks that acted as rough 
wooden planks over which slabs of stones were placed to make a strong floating 
bridge. 

It has also been said that the stones that were used to construct this miraculous 
bridge were actually porous and light, and not solid rocks, thereby enabling them to 
float on the surface of the water instead of sinking. 

A very interesting question arises here: Ravana was surely informed by his 
spies on this development, that a bridge is being constructed. Why then did he not 
react; why did he not do anything to disrupt it somehow even if his attempt failed? 

There are two ways to look at the answer of this question. One is that Ravana 
wanted to find deliverance from his evil body of a demon, and it was for this purpose 
he had abducted Sita in the first place as this would force Lord Ram to come and kill 
him. This ‘killing’ of his gross body would free his soul that was trapped in it. So 
therefore, inspite of all the pretensions of hostility, boastful talk and angry posturing, 
Ravana secretly welcomed the move of building the bridge as this would ensure that 
Lord Ram actually came to Lanka. 

Ravana actually wished that the Supreme Being in the physical form of Lord 
Ram set his holy feet on the soil of Lanka which would purify his land. Not only this, 
being a magnanimous and generous king, albeit of the evil demon race, he wished that 
all other demons of his race could also find liberation and spiritually benefit by the 
actual presence of the Supreme Lord in their midst. This being his desire, why would 
he disrupt the bridge? 

There is another angle to the reason why Ravana did not do anything to break 
the bridge while it was still under construction. He was so extremely deluded about 
his own powers, strength, invincibility and authority that he was sure that the Deity of 
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the ocean would never ever dare to offend him by allowing his enemy Lord Ram to 
get across. He was therefore sure that the ocean is playing some trick on the Lord by 
seemingly being cooperative, but would suddenly break the bridge either before its 
completion, or when the whole army of Lord Ram was on it while crossing to Lanka. 
In the former case, both Nala and Neela, along with their aides, would be drowned, 
and so there would be no one left to continue with the bridge. It would also 
completely demoralize the rest of the Lord’s army. In the second case—when the 
ocean would make the bridge collapse while the army was mid-way across it, it would 
be the end of the whole story. 

Besides this, even in the remote chance of the ocean betraying Ravana, the 
latter felt that the demon warriors were strong and powerful enough to easily get rid 
of the invaders. Or, he would cut the bridge himself from the place where it touched 
the soil of Lanka at the right time. He minced no words in this regard when later on in 
the story we read that he first reassured his wife Mandodari that there is nothing to 
fear because not even gods dared to stand before him so what is there to worry about 
monkeys, bears and humans—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line 
nos. 1-5 that precede Doha no. 8. 

Then, when the Lord’s army actually launched the attack, Ravana thought that 
his demon warriors would easily overcome the enemy by simply eating them up as it 
was the habit of meat-eating demons. So he ordered his hungry demons to ‘go and eat 
those monkeys and bears and human brothers alive'—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, 
Lanka Kand, (1) Chaupai line nos. 6-9 that precede Doha no. 8; and (i1) Chaupai line 
nos. 1-5 that precede Doha no. 40. 

So, the deluded and over-confident Ravana, who was too haughty, proud and 
egoist to come to terms with ground realities that there was someone stronger and 
more powerful than him in this world, decided to ‘wait and watch’ while the bridge 
was being constructed. In the end when Lord Ram's army succeeded to cross the 
ocean and land on the soil of Lanka, and this news was conveyed to Ravana, he was 
absolutely shocked, stunned and amazed as he had never ever imagined even in his 
wildest of dreams that this thing, of crossing the virtual un-crossable ocean, is actually 
possible. His astonishment and inability to digest this bit of news is clearly mentioned 
in (1) Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Doha no. 5; and (ii) Devi Puran Mahabhagvat 
Ramayan, Canto 40, verse no. 8. We shall be reading them by-and-by.] 


"dio. rer ferret amt aft eet | cham ge er iler d eret N g ui 
dfa Ad sift dat verat | ferefer Hara sitet SST t 2 i 
TRA Tal SAA ug ae pufeur sim args AS STAT s 
woes set AY ATA LA eet WU HOTT 1 vx N 

caupat. 

saila bisala ani kapi dehim. kanduka iva nala nila te lehim. 1. 

dekhi setu ati sundara racana. bihasi krpanidhi bole bacana. 2. 


parama ramya uttama yaha dharani. mahima amita ja'i nahim barani. 3. 
kariha'um iham sambhu thapana. more hrdayam parama kalapana. 4. 


The monkeys (and bears) brought heavy rocks and boulders and handed them over to 
Nala and Neela who received them as if they were balls. [To wit, the warriors brought 
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the large rocks and boulders and simply flung them towards Nala and Neela, who 
caught them like one catches a football.] (1) 


When Lord Ram, who is an ocean of mercy, saw the progress of the construction of 
this wonderful bridge that looked exceptionally magnificent and wondrous as it 
stretched in front of him as far as the eyes could see (i.e. appearing to touch the 
horizon), he was very glad and fascinated’. He marveled at this sight, smiled and said 


--- (2), 


‘This land is very beautiful, charming and auspicious. Its glory and importance cannot 
be sufficiently described’. (3) 


I wish to sanctify it by establishing (consecrating) Lord Shiva here (in the form of his 
Lingam). 

[To wit, I will make this land holy and purified by establishing an idol of Lord 
Shiva here and consecrate it. I will sanctify this place by worshipping Lord Shiva first 
before setting my foot on the bridge.]° 

This has been the cherished wish of my heart for long; I had imagined that I 
would be able to fulfill my heart’s wish soon, and I had been planning to do it for a 
long time.’ (4) 


[Note—'Lord Ram stood on the shore and gazed at this fascinating sight of the 
construction of the bridge and its rapid progress into the distant horizon. He watched 
amused as thousands of his warriors were singing and dancing merrily as they 
untiringly and full of enthusiasm brought boulders and rocks and trees and creepers of 
all imaginable sizes, shapes and denominations, either dumping them on the shore of 
the ocean to be used later when required, or directly passing them over to those who 
were engaged in helping Nala and Neela in the construction work. 

The Lord surveyed his surroundings: to his left, right and front stretched a vast 
expanse of water of the ocean. A pleasant breeze blew from all the directions. There 
was a chorus of noises made by the excited monkey and bear warriors who sang, 
cheered and joked with each other, encouraging their companions and boosting the 
energy of one another. 

Lord Ram marveled at this fascinating scene and smiled in amusement. He 
called his trusted lieutenant Sugriv to his side and shared his joy with him. Then the 
Lord said, “Look Sugriv! Behold this wonderful sight. Look around yourself and see 
how beautiful the scene is. It’s awe-inspiring and most fascinating, is it not? Well, I 
had an inspiration. While our troops are engaged in the construction of this bridge, 
which is obviously going to take some time during which period we have some free 
time in our hands, it is my earnest wish to utilize it to honour and worship Lord Shiva. 
My friend, it is an established tradition that one should worship one’s revered deity 
and seek the latter’s blessings before starting on an enterprise. So let me first pay my 
obeisance to Lord Shiva whom I adore, and who himself adores me, during the free 
time that we have before the bridge is completed, for once it is finished there would 
be no time to be lost. Hence, summon those warriors who are free and not directly 
engaged in the construction work, and send them to nearby sages, hermits and seers 
with an invitation for them to come here to attend the consecration ceremony of Lord 
Shiva’s Lingam which I propose to establish here. This will not only sanctify this 
place but also ensure that the bridge is completed without any hurdle.” 
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3 Why is this land so special? And why did Lord Ram wish to worship Lord Shiva 
here before embarking on his mission to Lanka? Now, let us examine these points one 
by one. 


First, let us see why Lord Ram worshipped Lord Shiva. There are a variety of reasons 
why Lord Ram worshipped and prayed to Lord Shiva before he set foot on the bridge 
and his actually embarking on his campaign to eliminate the cruel demons in Lanka. 
Let us see some of the most important reasons. 

When the bridge across the ocean was getting ready and Lord Ram was about 
to embark on his military campaign to Lanka with his majestic and vast army not only 
to free his wife Sita from the captivity of the demon king Ravana but also to 
eliminate, with freeing Sita as an obvious excuse, the cruel and sinful demons from 
the world so that the rest of the creatures can live fearlessly in peace and harmony, 
and the laws of Dharma can be restored, he decided to offer his worship to Lord Shiva 
and pay his obeisance to the latter. 

Before launching any enterprise it is necessary and prudent to offer one’s 
respects and worship to one’s chosen deity to invoke the latter’s blessing, good wishes 
and patronage. Lord Shiva is not only the revered God of the whole world in general 
as he is the ‘Maha-Deva’, the ‘Great God’, but is also the God revered by Lord Ram 
himself, as well as the patron God of Ram’s arch enemy and rival Ravana, the king of 
Lanka and of the demon race. 

So therefore, Lord Ram offered his worship to Lord Shiva before he stepped 
on the bridge to launch his campaign for the conquest of Lanka. It was on this 
occasion that Lord Ram praised Shiva and declared that if anyone wants to have 
devotion for him (Ram as an incarnation of the Supreme Being) then it is ordained 
upon him to first offer his respects and worship to Lord Shiva. 

Lord Shiva was not an ordinary god; he is honoured by the epithet of ‘Maha- 
Deva’, i.e. a ‘Great God’. Amongst all the gods of the Hindu pantheon, Lord Shiva 
occupies a very important and revered place; he is regarded as being the wisest, the 
most enlightened and extremely self-realised amongst all the gods. Whenever the 
gods needed help they approached him for correct guidance. It is narrated in the book 
‘Ram Charit Manas’ that when the cruelty and terror unleashed by the demons led by 
Ravana reached a point that was intolerable and the whole creation began to suffer, all 
the gods and mother earth first approached the Creator (Brahma) for help. Controlling 
Ravana was beyond his means, so he suggested to the group that they pray to Lord 
Vishnu who would surely help them as he is responsible for the safety, security and 
welfare of this creation. Now the big question was where to find Vishnu. It was then 
that Lord Shiva intervened and advised that the Supreme Being, Lord Vishnu, is 
available wherever his devotees seek him if they pray to him with sincerity and 
devotion. So on his advice, all the gods, including Brahma himself, prayed to Lord 
Vishnu who revealed himself and assured the assembled gods that he will come down 
to earth in the form of Lord Ram to take care of things. {Refer: Ram Charit Manas, 
Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 184—to Doha no. 187. 

Since it was Lord Shiva who showed the gods the correct way to access Lord 
Vishnu, so when the latter manifested himself as Lord Ram he now wished to request 
Shiva to do the same to him, i.e. to show him the path to victory, because Lord Shiva, 
being very wise and enlightened, knows the correct path that would help anyone to 
achieve his desired goal. 

The second reason is this: Lord Shiva is the third God of the Trinity, the others 
being Lord Vishnu, the protector and sustainer of creation, and Lord Brahma who is 
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the creator. Lord Shiva represents the deity that presides over the third phase of 
creation, i.e. the end of creation. Therefore, Shiva is responsible for bringing to a 
conclusion or an end to one cycle of creation that was started by Brahma and looked 
after by Vishnu. This being the case, Lord Ram thought it fit to seek Shiva’s 
permission and blessing before he moves ahead with his mission of bringing to and 
end of the demon race that was evil and sinful. There were many other demons whom 
Lord Ram had eliminated or killed earlier, but those were isolated cases and that did 
not involve the extinction of an entire clan or a whole community of demons as would 
be done during the forthcoming war at Lanka. So it was absolutely necessary for Lord 
Ram to seek Lord Shiva’s permission to do so as mass extinction of a race, a clan or a 
community, or bringing to an end of an era, falls within Shiva’s jurisdiction. 

The third reason: Lord Ram is an exceptionally merciful and compassionate 
Lord God. He was not happy that he would become an instrument of mass death and 
destruction of the demons, but he couldn’t help because he was also the protector and 
well-wisher of this creation, responsible for maintaining peace, security, law and 
order in the world, and as these demons had caused so much untold misery and 
suffering in the world, tormenting all its creatures, it became obligatory for Lord 
Vishnu, Lord Ram’s primary form, to step in to end this horror and mayhem. So while 
compelled to kill and eliminate the demons Lord Ram also wished that their souls 
found deliverance, emancipation and salvation, instead of being condemned to hell. 
This only Lord Shiva could do. Lord Shiva utters the holy Name of Lord Ram in the 
ears of dying creatures so that they find eternal freedom from the cycle of 
transmigration, and attain emancipation and salvation, i.e. attain *Moksha'—this fact 
is mentioned in Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, (i) Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes 
Doha no. 19; (i1) Chaupai line nos. 3-4 that precede Doha no. 46; (iii) Chaupai line no. 
1 that precedes Doha no. 119. 

Had Lord Ram been vengeful and wanted the demons to ‘go to hell’, he would 
have invoked and worshipped Yama, the god who presides over hell, and definitely 
not Lord Shiva who gives liberation and deliverance to the soul of a dying creature. 

The fourth reason: Shiva worships Lord Ram as his favourite deity, and he 
uses Lord Ram's holy Name as a Mantra (a divine, spiritual formula) for the purpose 
of Dhyan (meditation) and Japa (repetition). In fact, the whole Story of Lord Ram, 
known as the Ramayana, was originally conceived by Lord Shiva in his heart while 
meditating. So therefore, Lord Ram wished to pay his obeisance to Lord Shiva and 
show due respect to him by worshipping him and praying to him to reciprocate the 
latter's devotion for the former. 

The fifth reason: It is a normal practice to first worship one's revered deity and 
seek the latter's blessings before one launches a project or embarks on a strategic 
mission, especially the one that was as important as the campaign to eliminate the 
cruel demons in the war of Lanka, a mission that was full of hazards and 
uncertainties. 

The sixth reason: Ravana worshipped Lord Shiva and was his great devotee. 
So it was strategically important for Lord Ram to first seek Shiva's blessings and take 
him into confidence before launching his campaign to vanquish Ravana. It must be 
remembered that it was Lord Shiva who had showed the gods the way to invoke Lord 
Vishnu and ask him to get rid of the demons led by Ravana. So now Lord Ram wishes 
to remind Shiva of that day and seek his help; this would ensure that Shiva did not 
favour Ravana when the war actually begins even in the case of Ravana attempting to 
seek Shiva's favour to escape death. 
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The seventh reason: Ravana worships Lord Shiva, and therefore he would 
never come to attack Lord Ram and his companions during the time Lord Shiva’s 
worship is in progress. This will ensure that the bridge would be constructed without 
interference and much of a trouble from the demons. 


Now, let us examine the second point. This land was beautiful because the ocean here 
was calm as compared to other shores where it roars in a frightful way. The reason is 
that Lord Ram had tamed it and overcome its arrogance. 

This place also marked the spot where for the first time in human history 
someone had built a floating bridge across the deep and churning waters of the ocean. 
It was no ordinary bridge; it successfully carried the weight of an entire army of 
monkeys and bears numbering in countless hundreds and thousands. And they weren’t 
quietly strolling across it; they were jumping and dancing and stamping their feet 
heavily on the bridge all the way across it. This means that the bridge was 
exceptionally strong and sustainable. 

There was ocean on three sides—east, west and south. It was a point on land 
from where one could see both the sunrise and the sunset in the east and the west 
respectively, making it a unique place geographically. The ocean lying to the south 
was the one that was needed to be bridged and crossed, and this bridge extended over 
the surface of the water as far as the eyes could see. Remember: Lanka was at a 
distance of 100 Yojan (approximately 800 miles) from this shore, and so the bridge 
obviously was also of the same length. This effectively divided the ocean into two 
parts—one that was to the east of this causeway, and one that was to the west of it. 
This presented a wonderful sight—the hitherto undivided ocean was now virtually 
partitioned into two! It was a ‘beautiful’ sight. 

A soothing and cool breeze blew in from the three directions, the left, the right 
and the front, where the ocean was present. This made the atmosphere very pleasant. 

This land also marked the place from where the Supreme Being finally 
launched his mission of eliminating the cruel demons to free the world from their 
tyranny and horror. But the war that led to the death of these demons was actually a 
blessing in disguise for them, for their souls were liberated and all the demons found 
salvation. 

This land was the spot that marked the dawn of a new era of peace and 
tranquility in this world. It also marked the place where hopelessness turned into 
hope, where gloom gave way to cheer, where despair yielded to success. 

Symbolically, this magnificent bridge represented a creature’s effort to cross 
over from his mundane worldly existence mired by grief and worries, by making a 
little effort on his part and also by relying on the strength of Lord Ram’s blessings and 
grace, to a new world of glory and happiness—because now Lord Ram would not 
only free the world from the horrors of the demons but would also free Sita from her 
captivity and distressful existence. In the process, the Lord would also free the souls 
of the demons and grant them a destiny that they would not ordinarily have imagined 
they could have ever attained. ] 


UP aula ag qd Gare | afar Genet Sift et ame NG t 
fort onfa faférera ae ost | faa ear fuer Wife A qs t s N 


1141 


suni kapisa bahu duta patha'e. munibara sakala boli lai a'e. 5. 
linga thapi bidhivata kari püja. siva samana priya mohi na düja. 6. 


Hearing Lord Ram's wishes, the king of the monkeys, ie. Sugriv, sent many 
messengers who went hastily in all the directions. They brought with them all the 
great sages and seers they could find to participate in this auspicious ceremony!. (5) 


Then, Lord Ram duly established and consecrated an idol of Lord Shiva, known as the 
"Lingam", and worshipped it as per established tradition. After completing the 
worshipping rituals and paying his obeisance to Lord Shiva, Lord Ram declared, 
‘There is no one who is as dear as Lord Shiva is for me’. (6) 


[Note—'The fact that a number of sages and seers were called to attend this 
consecration ceremony at such a short notice shows that they lived not far away. 
There was not much time in hand as the construction of the bridge was already 
underway, and no time could be wasted once it was finished. 

This means that these sages and seers lived in the kingdom of Kishkindha and 
its nearby areas. Why were they called? Lord Shiva’s “Lingam” had to be duly 
consecrated and worshipped, and for this purpose learned sages who were well-versed 
in worship rituals were needed. 

A very important point can be inferred here. Ravana, though reviled as being a 
blood-thirsty demon who was a terror for sages and seers, killing them at will, was not 
after all as cruel and merciless as he has been painted out to be—for it is obvious that 
many sages, hermits and seers lived around the area so close to the shore of the ocean 
from where Lanka was merely 800 miles away. These sages and seers had no fear 
from Ravana while coming to attend Lord Ram’s ceremony though they were fully 
aware that the Lord was about to launch a campaign against Ravana and was 
determined to eliminate the demons. 

It is also possible that since the invitation sent to them was for attending a 
consecration ceremony of Lord Shiva’s Lingam, they could not refuse even if they 
had some fear for their safety. But they knew Ravana and his nature well; they knew 
that Ravana was a great devotee of Lord Shiva, and so definitely he would never 
create any hindrance in worshipping Lord Shiva, and equally surely he would not 
harm anyone who was worshipping Lord Shiva or had come expressly for such 
worship. 


"Here and in the verses that follow herein below, Lord Ram hints at the reason why he 
has worshipped Lord Shiva—it is because he adores and loves Shiva more than any 
other god.] 
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siva drohi mama bhagata kahava. sO nara sapanehumi mohi na pava. 7. 
sankara bimukha bhagati caha mori. so naraki mürha mati thori. 8. 


Anyone who is inimical to Lord Shiva and claims to be my devotee then let it be clear 
to him that he can never attain me or find me even in his dreams. (7) 
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A person who is opposed to Lord Shiva and then expects to have Bhakti (devotion) 
for me is utterly stupid and ignorant. He is committing a grave mistake which would 
only lead him to hell. [To wit, he will have to suffer spiritually. ] (8) 


[Note—In these verses Lord Ram stresses the importance of paying obeisance to Lord 
Shiva. He says that if one wishes to worship Lord Ram, the manifested form of the 
Supreme Being, then the first step is to worship Lord Shiva. 

It has already been pointed out a little earlier that Lord Shiva is a great devotee 
of Lord Ram; Shiva continuously chants the holy Name of Lord Ram and uses this 
Name as his chosen spiritual formula which he employs during meditation. The divine 
story of Lord Ram as we know it today was first conceived in Shiva’s heart while he 
was once meditating. And now we read here that Lord Ram too is a great devotee of 
Lord Shiva. This means that both, Lord Ram and Lord Shiva, adore each other. 

This is the reason why the holy place where Lord Ram had established Lord 
Shiva's image is called *Rameshwaram', meaning ‘The Lord of Ram or the Lord 
whom Ram worships’, a reference to Lord Shiva, and ‘One for whom Lord Ram is the 
Lord God’, once again a reference to Lord Shiva. 

This unique combination of words and ideas incorporated in the deity’s name 
‘Rameshwaram’ simply means “Lord Shiva who worships Lord Ram, and who 
himself is worshipped by Lord Ram”. The glory and importance of Rameshwaram as 
a sacred pilgrimage sight is highlighted in Chaupai line no. 1 that follows Doha no. 2 
herein below. | 


alo. Penta wa set faa set AA qn 
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doha. 
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[Lord Ram reiterated—] Let it therefore be clear: Those for whom Lord Shiva is dear 
but who are opposed to me, and conversely those who love me and have devotion for 
me but are opposed to Lord Shiva—both such individuals are destined to live in hell 
for an entire generation. [To wit, it is absolutely wrong to do so; it is sinful to 
distinguish between me and Lord Shiva, and to treat either of us insultingly.] (Doha 
no. 2) 


[Note—This verse is directly addressed to Ravana though he is not mentioned by 
name. Ravana was a great devotee of Lord Shiva, but he was inimical to Lord Ram. 
This was not allowed. So Lord Ram indirectly gives the reason why it would be okay 
for Ravana to die as he is violating this rule.] 
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caupa’. 


je ramesvara darasanu karihahim. te tanu taji mama loka sidharihahim. 1. 
jo gangajalu ani carha'ihi. so sajujya mukti nara pa'ihi. 2. 

ho'i akama jo chala taji se'ihi. bhagati mori tehi sankara de'ihi. 3. 

mama krta sētu jo darasanu karihi. so binu $rama bhavasagara tarihi. 4. 


[Lord Ram continued—] ‘He who comes here and reverentially beholds this holy 
sight with its consecrated deity known as “Rameshwar”! (and pays his obeisance to 
Lord Shiva here) shall attain my abode at the time of his death. 

[To wit, those who undertake a pilgrimage to Rameshwar and pay their 
homage to Lord Shiva, such persons are sure to attain my heavenly abode at the time 
of death—“té tanu taji mama loka sidharihahirn"] (1) 


He who brings the water from the sacred river Ganges and offers it to Lord Shiva's 
Lingam here would attain the reward of being one with me at the time of death’. [This 
is called *sajujya mukti".] (2) 


Those who serve (worship) Lord Shiva selflessly and without pretensions, Lord Shiva 
would grant such persons Bhakti (devotion) for me (i.e. for Lord Ram)’. [To wit, one 
of the primary methods for having devotion for Lord Ram is to first worship Lord 
Shiva. Then Lord Shiva would grant the worshipper his desire—which is to have 
devotion for Lord Ram.] (3) 


Verily, those who behold the bridge got constructed by me would be able to cross 
over this ocean-like mundane world of transmigration, along with all its attendant 
problems, very easily. [To wit, such persons who come on a pilgrimage to this sacred 
place, who first worship Lord Shiva's Lingam consecrated by me here and after that 
they reverentially view this bridge, they surely would be blessed with the boon of 
liberation and deliverance from the endless cycle of birth and death in which their 
soul is trapped. They would be able to get over all their worldly problems as easily as 
one crosses a vast body of water by walking across it on a bridge.]' (4) 


[Note—'Refer a note appended to Chaupai line nos. 7-8 that precede Doha no. 2 
herein above. 

The Lingam of Lord Shiva established and consecrated by Lord Ram on the 
shores of the ocean is named after Ram. The word ‘Rameshwar’ has two-pronged 
meaning—one is ‘the Lord who is the Ishwar or God of Lord Ram, the deity who is 
worshipped and adored by Ram’, and the other meaning is ‘the Lord, i.e. Shiva, who 
regards Lord Ram as his Ishwar or Lord God’. 

This is an extremely important observation—as it removes in one intelligent 
stroke the schism and dichotomy that has led to the delusion of ‘duality’ between the 
two facets of the same Divinity. In other words, it lays stress on the fact that there is 
absolutely no difference between Lord Ram and Lord Shiva—they are both the same 
Supreme Being performing two different roles, to sustain and protect the creation as 
Vishnu or Ram, and to bring about its conclusion and punish the sinful as Shiva. 
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This obvious metaphysical tenet is at the base of the principle of Non-duality 
or Advaita Vedanta, and is evident also in fact that both Lord Ram and Shiva worship 
each other. 

There is no other God or non-God in creation who is more well-versed in and 
more convinced of the spiritual philosophy of non-duality, as well as the fact that 
Lord Ram’s divine name ‘Ram’ is a synonym of the cosmic word-symbol for the 
supreme Brahm, i.e. ‘OM’, than Lord Shiva. It this reason why Shiva had selected the 
divine name ‘Ram’ as his spiritual formula—both for his personal usage during 
meditation and for providing liberation and deliverance to the dying man by muttering 
the holy word ‘Ram’ into his ears at Kashi or Varanasi. Refer: Ram Charit Manas, 
1/19/3; Ram Uttar Tapini Upanishad, Canto 4. 


“In the ‘Sayuja’ form of Mukti, the concerned creature is able to become one with the 
deity worshipped. In other words it means to merge oneself with the Lord God. 

References: Atharva Veda’s Tripadvibhut Upanishad of the Atharva Veda, 
Canto 5, paragraph nos. 3-17; Canto 6, paragraph no. 22; Canto 8, paragraph nos. 6-7, 
17, 19, 22. While discussing this specialised form of Mukti, this Upanishad also 
describes the eclectic concept of Mukti in a comprehensive form in paragraph nos. 4- 
13 of Canto 5. In the Bhasma Jabal Upanishad of the Atharva Veda, Canto 2, 
paragraph no. 15, Lord Shiva tells sage Jabal Bhusund that if one offers proper 
worship to the Shiva Lingam as described in detail in this particular Upanishad, the 
worshipper is able to obtain Sayujya Mukti. 


Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 
104.] 


TH art aa 8h fra sm apart Prot Prt Sasa ST & N 
fatter vafer h ae tet pea eels wea ue vidt NG t 


rama bacana saba ke jiya bha'e. munibara nija nija a$rama a'e. 5. 
girija raghupati kai yaha riti. santata karahim pranata para priti. 6. 


The words of Lord Ram were liked by one and all. The sages, hermits and seers who 
were present there (during the consecration ceremony of Lord Shiva's Lingam) were 
pleased to hear these words of Lord Ram. Once the ceremony was over, all of them 
returned to their respective hermitages with gladdened hearts. (5) 


[Lord Shiva, the primary narrator of this divine story known as Ram Charit Manas, 
said to his consort Parvati to whom he was narrating it.] 


Shiva said—‘Oh Girija (meaning ‘daughter of Giri’, the king of the kingdom of 
mountains; here referring to Parvati, Shiva’s divine consort)! It is a natural habit and 
an established practice of Lord Raghupati (Lord Ram) that he always shows affection 
for those who come to seek refuge at his holy feet (Santata karahim pranata para 


pritt)’. (6) 
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[Note—'Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes 
Doha no. 16.] 


ate Aq let Ter HH ATH HUT ST SETS SIR UI O UI 
agi arate ante Se 1 ae suet Aa wu duod 
Tea ae Teta es OT LOST 4 afte eng eed 8 N 


bamdha sētu nila nala nagara. rama krpam jasu bhaya'u ujagara. 7. 
burahim anahi borahim jel. bha'e upala bohita sama te^. 8. 
mahima yaha na jaladhi ka'i barani. pahana guna na kapinha ka'i karani. 9. 


Meanwhile, Nala and Neela completed the construction of the legendary bridge. This 
miraculous feat of theirs, that was however made possible by the grace of Lord Ram, 
granted the two brothers (Nala and Neela) eternal fame; their glory shone and spread 
far and wide in the whole world (like the sun’s light). (7) 


The stones, rocks and boulders that have the characteristic quality of sinking in the 
water themselves, and drown anything else that is attached to them, even those stones, 
rocks and boulders miraculously and magically floated on the surface of the ocean 
like boats usually do! (8) 


Verily indeed, those who are in the know and are enlightened about facts do not give 
credit to the ocean for successful construction of this floating bridge, nor do they 
ascribe this success and the achievement of this marvelous feat to the construction 
skills of Nala and Neela, or to any especial quality of the stones, rocks and boulders 
used for the construction that they could float on water. [Then who should be given 
credit for this miraculous event? The answer is given in the next Doha no. 3 herein 
below.] (9) 


do. ott Teste uera a feisp ae UTE | 


a Atta St TA ast sTetfé SITZ WY SIT I 3 N 
doha. 


Sri raghubira pratapa te sindhu tare pasana. 
te matimanda je rama taji bhajahim ja'i prabhu ana. 3. 


In all sooth and without gainsay there is no doubt that those stones, rocks and 
boulders floated on the surface of the ocean due to the grace of Lord Ram; there is no 
other way to explain this unusual phenomenon. 

Verily indeed, he who does not worship Lord Ram (the Lord whose grace and 
mere wishes could make lifeless stones float magically on water against all 
established norms and laws of Nature), and instead goes to worship some other deity, 
is a dumb-witted and utterly foolish fellow. (Doha no. 3) 


[Note— To wit, the stones floated on the surface of the turbulent waters of the ocean 
due to the grace and blessings of Lord Ram; they floated because the Lord wished 
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them to do so. This proves the supremacy of Lord Ram over all other forces of 
creation—for the Lord can make possible that which is impossible. This being the 
case, why would a sensible person not worship Lord Ram and seek his blessings for 
his own welfare? Say, why would any intelligent person go to someone else to seek 
fulfillment of his wishes when all that he wants can be granted by Lord Ram very 
easily? | 


"jo. ar ag sre aes sara 1 eha eur a Ws rar 9 
Oeil A HS AT A Vs Mails Wee YS WW s 


Adaa fen ate tas | Pada Hare fae sms t 3 N 


caupal. 


bamdhi sétu ati sudrrha banava. dekhi krpanidhi ke mana bhava. 1. 
cali sena kachu barani na jā". garjahim markata bhata samuda^. 2. 
setubandha dhiga cadhi raghura'. citava krpala sindhu bahuta’. 3. 


The bridge was finally completed; all precautions were taken to make it exceptionally 
strong and secure’. 

When Lord Ram, who is an ocean of mercy, compassion and grace, saw this 
fantastic bridge, a wonderful creation of outstanding ingenuity, skill and creativity, he 
appreciated it very much. Verily, the bridge pleased the Lord’s heart and mind 
(krpanidhi ke mana bhava). (1) 


The army of monkeys and bears marched enthusiastically on this bridge, presenting a 
sight so wonderful and fascinating that it cannot be described in words. All the valiant 
warriors, individually as well as in groups, were roaring and yelling loudly. (2) 


Then Lord Ram (the Lord of the Raghus; *raghura'T") set his foot on this wondrous 
bridge that was exceptionally strong and secure. He looked around him and saw the 
wide expanse of the ocean spreading majestically on all the sides (to his right and left, 
to the front and to the rear)”. (3) 


[Note— How long did it take Nala and Neela to finish the bridge? Well, according to 
(a) Valmiki's Ramayana, Lanka Kand, Canto 22, verse nos. 64-68, and (b) Adhyatma 
Ramayan, Lanka/Yuddha Kand, Canto 4, verse nos. 5-6, the entire bridge, spanning a 
length of 100 Yojans (approx. 800 miles) was completed in five days. 

How long and wide was this bridge? Well, it was 100 Yojans (roughly 800 
miles) long, and 10 Yojans (80 miles) wide—apropos: Valmiki's Ramayana, Lanka 
Kand, Canto 22, verse no. 72. 

On the 1“ day of the construction, 14 Yojans length of the bridge was laid; on 
the 2™ day another 20 Yojans were added; on the 3" day a further span of 21 Yojans 
was completed; on the 4^ day, further 22 Yojans were finished; and on the 5" and the 
final day, the remaining part of the bridge covering 23 Yojans was put into place. 
After completion this bridge stretched for 800 long miles, its one end was at the 
northern shore of the ocean that touched the mainland, and its other end was on the 
further end of the ocean that touched the shore of the island of Lanka at its northern 


tip. 
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However, in Devi Puran Mahabhagwat Ramayan, it is said that the bridge was 
completed in a record time of ‘2 Prahars’, which means roughly 6 hours. [1 Prahar = 3 
hours.] (Refer: Devi Puran Mahabhagwat Ramayan, Canto 40, verse nos. 6-7. 

The existence of this bridge has been established by satellite images taken by 
the Indian satellite IRS-1A which in 1962 had taken photographs of the remnants of a 
stone bridge. It appeared as an underground streak from Dhanushkoti in India to Talai 
Manner in Sri Lanka. This was corroborated by U.S. astronauts aboard gemini XI 
satellite launched on 14/9/1966. 


One wonders *what happened to this bridge later on'? It is said in the story of the 
Ramayana that Lord Ram returned to Ayodhya with his wife Sita and younger brother 
Laxman, along with many of his friends from Kishkindha as well as Vibhishan who 
had all helped the Lord in his Lanka campaign, by an air-plane called ‘Pushpak’. 
(Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-6 that precede Doha no. 
119; and Uttar Kand, Doha no. 4.} 

This means he went back home by the path of the sky, and not overland. So 
this bridge was not used for the Lord's return journey. What then was its fate? Well, 
the fate of the unique bridge is narrated in Padma Puran, Shristi Khand, Chapter 38, 
verse 28-32 as follows: When the airplane was above the bridge, Vibhishan requested 
Lord Ram to demolish it. The Lord first struck the bridge with the tip of his 
formidable bow, rupturing the bridge somewhere from the center. Hence, the 100 
Yojan bridge collapsed into two segments. Then the Lord broke each of these two 
segments into three smaller parts; then each of these parts further into still smaller 
units measuring roughly 10 Yojans each. To make it sink completely below the 
surface of the water, and render it useless for all times to come, each of these 10- 
Yojan units were further broken down into smaller parts measuring 1 Y ojan in length. 
So finally, Lord Ram broke the bridge into 100 units, each fraction measuring 1 Yujan 
(approx. 8 miles) in length. 

Why did Vibhishan wish to get the bridge demolished by Lord Ram himself? 
In all probability he feared for the future of safety of Lanka; he feared an invasion in 
the future from the mainland. He had witnessed the war and watched how the army of 
Kishkindha, consisting of ferocious, strong and fearless monkeys and bears, had 
completely ravaged and recklessly destroyed what was once a golden city of Lanka, a 
prosperous, thriving and almost impenetrable citadel of the demons that rivaled 
heaven in its beauty and magnificence. The warriors of Kishkindha were the victors; 
they were the conquerors who regarded the remnants of the demon race as vanquished 
and vile. So Vibhishan feared that in the future there was a probability that once he 
managed to make Lanka prosperous and beautified once again, these same warriors of 
Kishkindha, who are now his friends and are restrained because of Lord Ram, would 
turn hostile in due time; they will be tempted to tease him every now and then, 
coming to Lanka and running amok in the reconstructed city, uprooting trees in parks 
and occupying buildings, and may be even going to the extent of extracting tributes 
from him to let him live in peace. What would he do then? Lord Ram would not be 
there always to protect him. 

In case he decided to break the bridge on his own, then that would be a 
dangerous step. Why? Because the army of Kishkindha wouldn't let him do so, 
arguing that he had no right over it as it was constructed by them on the express 
orders of Lord Ram. They would tell Vibhishan: “Oh, stop! We have built this bridge. 
It was on the orders of Lord Ram. So first go and get the Lord's permission, and then 
only, mind you, can you remove a single stone from it; not before that." 
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So Vibhishan thought that it would be very wise and prudent to get it 
demolished by the Lord himself while he is here. He was sure that the Lord would not 
go against his wish, for the Lord was wise and intelligent enough to guess what was in 
Vibhishan’s mind. And Vibhishan was correct in his assumption, as the Lord 
willingly obliged him and broke the bridge without asking ‘why’. 


*Only a person who has an experience of standing on a long suspension bridge across 
a wide river that has rapidly flowing currents and frothy waters can understand how 
Lord Ram must have felt on this bridge. The thrill is indescribable. To the left and the 
right, as far as the eyes could see, there was nothing but water. When the Lord moved 
ahead on this bridge, say for a mile or two, the mainland was much behind him, 
almost lost to sight. What the Lord saw was the bridge spreading like a ribbon across 
the surface of the water of the ocean, with water on its two sides and underneath it. 
The bridge swayed gently with the movement of the water of the ocean, majestically 
heaving slightly upwards and downwards as well as to the left and the right from its 
median plane; it was wobbling on the surface of the ocean like a lifebuoy, a raft, or a 
balloon. It was virtually like being suspended on water; or like being on a swing, 
swaying to the left and the right.] 


CG HE WY HOA Hel PUE STU Ga ATA FaT lv t 
Tat Aah AT ET ATS | et AST AT OT ÍSRHTTT UU & UI 
Sm wen free A let | Wars ch St aT Seve ug N 

uyi faciteté exfé A et Dep atl Ta AT TENTH 9 Ul 


dekhana kahum prabhu karuna kanda. pragata bha'e saba jalacara brnda. 4. 
makara nakra nana jhasa byala. sata jojana tana parama bisala. 5. 

a'ise'u ēka tinhahi je khahim. ekanha kém dara tepi derahim. 6. 

prabhuhi bilokahim tarahim na tare. mana harasita saba bha'e sukhare. 7. 


All the marine creatures that lived in the ocean around the bridge came on the surface 
of the water! to have a divine glimpse of Lord Ram who is a treasury of mercy, 
compassion and kindness (prabhu karuna kanda). 


There were many kinds of alligators, crocodiles, fish and sea-serpents, of all shapes 
and sizes, of different families and classes, who gathered on the surface of the water. 
Some were small, but others were of gigantic proportions with bodies extending even 
up to a hundred Yojans in length, width or height. (5) 


Each one of these creatures was ferocious in its own right and large enough to be able 
to devour other creatures, but there were many more like them that were far more 
ferocious and larger in size who could terrorize and devour the former very easily. 
The variety of such marine animals was so wide and large that those who were 
terrifying themselves were fearful for their lives from others”. (6) 


All these creatures watched Lord Ram with awe and wonder; they were so amazed at 
the divine sight of the Lord that they were stunned and refused to move. Their heart 
and mind felt, and they were very glad that they had this opportunity”. (7) 
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[Note—'The Bridge obstructed the flow of the water of the ocean. It was like a 
modern day dam or a dyke, albeit built not on land but in the middle of the ocean, 
effectively blocking its normal flow. This caused a build-up of marine animals such as 
fish and others that normally swam freely in the water of the ocean; their path was 
now chocked by the bridge. So one by one they piled up along the two sides of this 
great bridge; as the number of animals increased there was pushing and shoving, first 
gently and then angrily as each agitated creature growled and snarled, trying to elbow 
out others in order to get ahead in the crowd milling around the bridge’s two sides. In 
the chaos that followed, smaller marine animals such as fish etc. got crushed; some 
were drowned and others were angrily eaten by their larger neighbours, say whales 
and sharks, or even crocodiles who bit ferociously at any other creature that blocked 
their way and gobbled it. 


?To wit, the marine creatures were all exceptionally ferocious and dangerous. It 
appeared that there was no end to the large variety of creatures present in the bosom 
of the ocean who surfaced to look at the sight of the wonderful bridge that had 
blocked their way, and also watch the magnificent sight of Lord Ram, surrounded by 
his army, walking majestically across this bridge as it swayed on the surface of the 
ocean. 


*It ought to be remembered that ‘Ram Charit Manas’ is a telling of the Story of Lord 
Ram, which is known universally as the Ramayana, with a high devotional quotient in 
it. Lord Ram is a personified form of the Supreme Being, so his presence is naturally 
appealing and pleasant to the creature’s soul, known as the creature’s Atma. The 
individual Atma of a creature is an image of the Parmatma, the Supreme Atma that is 
pure Consciousness and also known as the Supreme Being. Hence, a natural affinity 
exists between the creature’s own Atma, which in effect is the creature’s true ‘self’, 
and Lord Ram who personifies the universal Atma. Therefore, when a creature sees 
Lord Ram he feels a natural affection for the Lord; for the Atma of a creature there is 
no one dearer than Lord Ram. 

Like the case of two siblings having a natural bond between them arising out 
their being of the same stock of blood, resulting in creating a sense of natural 
affection for each other and an untold familiarity that when they meet each other for 
the first time in their lives after ages of separation they find that some intangible force 
seems to pull them together, creating a bond between the two, the creature too is 
naturally related to Lord Ram, and whenever the creature feels the presence of Lord 
Ram nearby he experiences natural affection for the Lord as if he has met his kith and 
kin after a long time. 

So therefore, when these marine creatures saw Lord Ram for the first time in 
their lives, their Atma got naturally attracted to the Lord; the creatures felt exhilarated 
as if they have met their long-time friend and a lost parent after passing through the 
many phases of cycle of birth and death. 

And this good news spread quickly and widely in the community of marine 
creatures. So even those who had yet not come made all haste to arrive. The result 
was that the crowd of excited marine creatures around the bridge got thicker and 
wilder with each passing moment, with each creature trying to squeeze himself ahead 
of the others to be closer to the bridge so as to get a more close-up view of their 
beloved Lord Ram. ] 
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tinha ki ota na dekhi'a bari. magana bha'e hari rüpa nihari. 8. 
cala kataku prabhu ayasu pa’. ko kahi saka kapi dala bipula't. 9. 


The marine creatures were so densely packed around the sides of the bridge that the 
water of the ocean could not be seen. Verily indeed, the creatures were mesmerized 
by the charming sight of Lord Hari (Lord Ram) so much so that they did not want to 
move away. (8) 


Meanwhile, on the orders of Lord Ram, the huge and formidable army of monkeys 
and bears marched ahead on the bridge. No one can say what the numbers of the 
warriors were, for they were countless. (9) 


alo. Agia wg wie sift Hit ay er See i 

BION Berens wu ale als ants HE uw t 
doha. 
setubandha bha'i bhira ati kapi nabha pantha urahim. 
apara jalacaranhi üpara cadhi cadhi parahi jahirn. 4. 


There was such a large crowd of warriors on the bridge that it seemed to be jam- 
packed with them. Finding insufficient space on the bridge, some of these warriors 
went ahead through the path of the sky (i.e. they jumped for long distances over 
others, or probably flew across the sky much like Hanuman had done earlier), while 
others walked (jumped, hopped and skipped) across over to the other side on the back 
of the marine creatures who had gathered together in a tight pack on either side of the 
bridge. (Doha no. 4) 


aio. sta engen fsreifen gl sug i fasta uer purer SIUS UI 9 I 
Aa nRa Sat TIT leafs A as enfu Set SANT 3 I 


caupa’. 


asa kautuka biloki dvau bha'i. bihamsi cale krpala raghura’. 1. 
sena sahita utare raghubira. kahi na ja'i kapi juthapa bhira. 2. 


The two brothers, Lord Ram and Laxman, watched with fascination this wonderful 
spectacle. They smiled at this sight, and marched ahead (with their army). (1) 


By-and-by, Lord Ram reached the other end of the bridge and set foot on the shore of 
Lanka along with his army’. No one can say how large this army was’. (2) 
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[Note—'How long did the army take to cross the bridge and land on the shores of 
Lanka? Well, according to (a) Skanda Puran, Brahm Khand, Canto 30, and (b) Padma 
Puran, Patal Khand, Canto 36—the Lord and his army crossed the bridge in “three 
days". 

And what was the formation of this army when it landed at Lanka? Valmiki 
Ramayan, Lanka Kand, Canto 24, verse nos. 14-18 describes it as follows: “Lord Ram 
and Laxman would lead from the front; Nala and Angad were to follow them from 
behind with their troops; to their right should be Rishava and to their left should be 
Durghash Gandhamaadan with their monkey troops; Jamvant and Sushen should take 
control of the remaining troops that follow from behind by being at the center, and the 
rear should be under the command of Sugriv and his troops." 


*Refer: Chaupai line no. 9 that precedes Doha no. 4 herein above.] 


füsp ur wp ST He pCuener enfe eng ST AET 3 N 
GIS STE Het HA PRT | re Tey Her wr AS ATU Y dI 


sindhu para prabhu dera kinha. sakala kapinha kahuni ayasu dinha. 3. 
khahu ja'i phala müla suha'e. sunata bhalu kapi jaham taham dha'e. 4. 


The Lord pitched his camp on the other side of the ocean (on the soil of Lanka). Then 
the Lord instructed all the monkeys --- (3) 


--- ‘Go and eat to your heart’s content as many sweet fruits and edible roots and stems 
as you wish'. Hearing this instruction (and getting Lord Ram's permission), all the 
monkeys and bears ran in all the directions wherever they wished’. (4) 


[Note— The warriors were very hungry as they had not got anything to eat while 
crossing the ocean. So naturally as soon as they got Lord Ram's permission they ran 
in all the directions in search of fruits, stems and roots. 

They feared nothing; they were not scared of meeting demons. These verses 
also show that the place where Lord Ram landed in Lanka with his army was 
deserted; they did not meet any demon guard or lookout, or any resistance. In all 
probability any demon who may have been there earlier ran away out of fear of his 
life as soon as he saw the army set foot on land. The common demons were already 
demoralized and terrified of the prospect of having to face the wrath of the monkey 
warriors after the horrifying experience they have had with Hanuman who had killed 
many of them, even Ravana's own son Akshaya Kumar, and had burnt Lanka to a 
dark hull. So, Lord Ram and his army found the field clear upon arrival! 

The next verse shows that this place was lively and verdant, lush with 
greenery, having a lot of edible roots and stems as well as fruit-bearing trees. 

Earlier, when Hanuman had arrived in Lanka in search of Sita, he too had 
landed at this same place because we have read that he too saw a wonderful forest 
with animals and birds as well as fine fruit-bearing green trees—apropos: Ram Charit 
Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line nos. 6-7 that precede Doha no. 3.] 
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saba taru phare rama hita lagi. ritu aru kuritu kala gati tyagi. 5. 
khahim madhura phala bitapa halavahim. lanka sanmukha sikhara calavahim. 
6. 


All the trees had been in full blossom, whether or not it was the season and the time of 
the year for them to bear sweet fruits or edible stems and roots, for the sake of the 
convenience of Lord Ram and his army’. (5) 


The hordes of monkey and bear warriors went wild while eating sweet-and-succulent 
fruits from trees, shaking the trees (uprooting some of them and breaking the branches 
of others) and picking up rocks of all shapes and sizes from the adjoining hills and 
mountains and hurling them in the direction of the fort (or citadel) of Lanka. 

[The excited monkeys and bear warriors vented their anger at the demons by 
pelting stones and rocks in the direction of their city. Perhaps they wanted to instigate 
or provoke the demons to retaliate so they would get a chance to pounce upon them.] 


(6) 


[Note—'The members of the Plant kingdom decided to do their bit to serve the 
Supreme Being who had come visiting them in the form of Lord Ram. They thought 
that it was their moment of glory and honour that they would be able to serve the 
Lord, that the gracious Lord had been kind enough to give them an opportunity to 
serve him. So they must not miss this chance because by serving Lord Ram they 
would be freed from the sin of growing up in the land of the demons and serving their 
interests all their lives till now. 

Here ‘Prakriti’, or Mother Nature, had stepped in to serve her own Lord 
known as the ‘Viraat Purush’, the cosmic form of the supreme Consciousness that is 
also known as ‘Brahm’, and is deemed to the one who had created this world in 
conjunction with Prakriti. A similar thing had happened earlier too while Lord Ram 
was on his way to the forest when Nature had done its best to provide as much 
comfort to the Lord by giving him the shade of clouds to protect him from the heat of 
the sun, and making the earth soft below his tired legs—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, 
Ayodhya Kand, Doha no. 113 along with Chaupai line nos. 6-8 that precede it. 

Then when Lord Ram reached Chitrakoot mountain and decided to stay there 
for some time, all facets of Nature became pleasant to please the Lord—apropos: Ram 
Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 5 that precedes Doha no. 137—to 
Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 139. 

Later on during the Lord's sojourn in Panchavati, the part of the dense forest 
from where Sita was abducted by Ravana, Mother Nature once again went out of her 
way to serve Lord Ram—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line 
nos. 1-4 that precede Doha no. 14. 

Once again we read how Nature was at its vibrantly colourful best in order to 
give comfort to and please Lord Ram during his stay on Mt. Prabarshan in Kishkindha 
prior to the time the messengers were dispatched in search of Sita—apropos: Ram 
Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, Doha no. 12—to— Doha no. 17.] 


We eng fud Para wate 1 AR Genet sp Aa Tea N O UI 
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wate cate A art late wey gA AÈ Ta AMT I £, Ul 


jaham kahum phirata nisacara pavahim. ghéri sakala bahu nāca nacavahirn. 
7. 
dasananhi kati nasika kana. kahi prabhu sujasu dehir taba jana. 8. 


If they chanced to find any demon roaming around, they caught hold of him, 
surrounded him from all sides and then teased him by making him dance to their tune, 
poking fun at the helpless captive, mocking him and humiliating him in various ways. 


(7) 


They bit the demon's ears or nose with their sharp teeth while telling him about the 
glory of Lord Ram, and only then (when the monkeys and bears had enough fun from 
their captive and had thoroughly bashed him) would they let the demon go’. (8) 


[Note— We have observed that the army of Lord Ram landed on the shores of Lanka 
without any resistance. All the demons who may have guarded the front facing the 
ocean ran away in fear as they saw the colossal army of ferocious monkeys and bears 
aggressively heading towards the shore of Lanka over the ocean. The majority of 
these demon sentries took to the safety of the fort, but some may have strayed, 
deciding to stay back in order to do some reconnaissance work. 

The monkeys and bears were itching for a fight, but while they rampaged 
through the forested area around the fort of Lanka they were dismayed to find no trace 
of demon forces on which to vent their ire. But however they found some isolated 
demon here and there, so they immediately pounced upon this poor and helpless 
fellow and made a good time teasing and ragging him in different ways. They made 
the captured demon dance, do sit-ups and many other things to mock him; they 
snarled at him, pinched and poked at him, and unable to suppress their anger they 
even bit the demon in his ears and nose, leaving the poor fellow bleeding profusely 
and gravely wounded. Then they let him go so that when he went back to the city the 
rest of the demons would get a stern warning—that the brave warriors of Lord Ram 
have finally arrived, and they are eager for war.] 


fore ht TT art frurar 1 fere Wale Het Ga AAT li 9 Ui 
Ord stat aR Aart pu WU afer Sat AGAT Il Qo Il 


jinha kara nasa kana nipata. tinha ravanahi kahi saba bata. 9. 
sunata Sravana baridhi bandhana. dasa mukha boli utha akulana. 10. 


These demons who had got their noses and ears bitten off ran back into the city of 
Lanka, and reported all the developments to their king Ravana. (9) 


As soon as Ravana heard that the virtually un-crossable and indomitable ocean had 
been finally tamed and tied with a bridge, he was exceedingly amazed and 
confounded. He was so agitated and exasperated beyond measure that he could not 
suppress his dread and blurted out his utter astonishment at this alarming development 
by speaking all at once with his ten mouths’. (10) 
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[Note—'Normally Ravana would speak with one of his ten mouths. But on this 
occasion he was so utterly shaken by surprise and became so extremely dreadful and 
alarmed of the fact that his arch enemy, Lord Ram, had actually landed in Lanka that 
all his wits went for a toss and all his mouths opened at once, as if to exclaim: “Awe, 
oh gosh; what am I hearing? Is it really possible that the mighty ocean known for its 
stubbornness and independence has been actually tamed and tied by a bridge? Is it 
true or am I having delusions? Am I not hearing properly, or have these messengers 
gone mad? Oh come on, you fools; don't joke with me. Is what you say true? Mind 
you, I shall get you roasted alive if it turns out to be wrong information. I just can't 
believe it."] 


do. ae aafafe arf weer Fg arta 
er darter hufa seater carter ra t y 
doha. 


bamdhyo bananidhi niranidhi jaladhi sindhu barisa. 
satya toyanidhi kampati udadhi payodhi nadisa. 5. 


‘Ts it really true that someone can actually bind and tie the fathomless abode of water, 
of the waves and the billows that is known by various names such as the ocean and 
the sea which is also the lord of the clouds that produce rain, that which is full of 
heaving and swirling tides, that which is full of brine and sour liquid, that which is 
deep, measureless and endless, and that which is also the lord of the rivers?! (Doha 
no. 5)* 


[Note—We have read in the preceding verse that Ravana could not suppress his 
emotions and spoke with all his ten heads at once. Each head used one epithet to 
describe the ocean, and they are the following: (1) bananidhi, (2) niranidhi, (3) 
jaladhi, (4) sindhu, (5) barisa, (6) toyanidhi, (7) kampati, (8) udadhi, (9) payodhi, 
and (10) nadisa. All these terms are synonyms for the ocean because it is a vast 
habitat of marine life, is an endless reservoir of water, it has no end as all its different 
divisions are seamlessly joined together, it has huge waves and high tides, is always 
on the move, is turbulent, is the origin of rain-bearing clouds, and is where all the 
rivers end or empty themselves. 

The way Ravana expresses his amazement and disbelieve shows that never 
before in the history of the world the ocean had ever been bridged and tamed. It was 
therefore a miraculous feat, never achieved hitherto, that took Ravana by surprise and 
left him stunned. 

When told by the demons who had run to him to report after being released by 
the monkeys and bears as we have just read above, that a bridge had been constructed 
over the mighty ocean and Lord Ram's army has landed on the shore of Lanka, 
Ravana was dumb-founded and taken aback. Till now he was rest assured that it is 
absolutely impossible that someone can cross the ocean by making a bridge over its 
surface. This proves that his own spies and look-outs whom he had assigned the job of 
keeping an eye on the frontiers had betrayed him, or perhaps they were too terrified of 
him to come and tell him some unpleasant news which he did not want to hear 
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because they all feared for their own lives, not wishing to annoy Ravana and invite his 
wrath. 

Ravana had been feeling secure in Lanka so far because the island-city and its 
fort were surrounded on all the four sides by the ocean which effectively formed a 
deep and exceptionally wide moat around them, making Lanka inaccessible from all 
sides. That security has now been breached and compromised. Ravana was not 
prepared for this sudden rupturing of his defenses. So he was exceedingly alarmed 
and upset, not knowing how to cope with this new and un-imagined challenge; it was 
a danger for which the demons were not prepared. 


* If we carefully analyse the Story of the Ramayan and ponder over the question as to 
why Ravana was ultimately defeated and killed we find that there are four crucial 
points which cannot escape our attention as being the primary reasons for Ravana’s 
undoing. These are the following: 


(a) Ravana was surrounded by many close aides and subordinates on whom he had 
great faith, but who were disgruntled and disenchanted with him. Some had openly 
expressed their displeasure at his attitude, his way of thinking and doing things, while 
others may have remained quiet out of fear of their own safety but were nevertheless 
unhappy with him. In the first category come Mandodari, Ravana’s wife, Vibhishan, 
his youngest brother, Kumbhakaran, another younger brother of his, Shuk (or Shuka), 
his trusted spy and messenger, Malyawan, an old demon who was very close to him, 
his maternal grandfather and one of his senior ministers, and so on. In the second 
category come Lankini, the female demon tasked with the security of the gates of the 
fort of Lanka, Trijata, the old demoness tasked to guard Sita in her captivity, and may 
be many more of whom we have no account. 

Mandodari had tried to persuade Ravana on four different occasions to 
abandon his confrontationist attitude towards Lord Ram and make peace with him 
(refer: Ram Charit Manas, (1) Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 
36—to Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 37; (ii) Lanka Kand, Chaupai line 
no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 6—to Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 8; (iii) 
Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 14—to Chaupai line no. 8 that 
precedes Doha no. 16; and (iv) Lanka Kand, Doha no. 35-b—to Doha no. 37). 

Vibhishan was kicked out by Ravana when he had attempted to dissuade the 
latter from pursuing a hostile attitude towards Lord Ram, the reason why Vibhishan 
decided to go and join Lord Ram (refer: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai 
line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 38—to Doha no. 39; and Chaupai line no. 4 that 
precedes Doha no. 40—to Doha no. 41). 

Malyawan had endorsed Vibhishan’s advice, but he too was shouted down by 
Ravana (refer: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-4 that precede 
Doha no. 40). 

Shuk was sent by Ravana behind Vibhishan to spy on him, and when he came 
back to report he very strongly rebuked Ravana and pleaded with him to stop his 
madness and make peace with Lord Ram (refer: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, 
Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 51—to Chaupai line no. 12 that precedes 
Doha no. 57). 

Kumbhakaran too had sternly chided Ravana when he was asked to go and 
fight Lord Ram during the heat of battle (refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, 
Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 62—to Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes 
Doha no. 63). 
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Then we have the instances of the two female demons named Lankini and 
Trijata who weren’t happy at all with Ravana, and had predicted his demise. For (a) 
Lankini, refer to Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes 
Doha no. 4—to Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 5; and for (b) Trijata, refer 
to refer: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-7 that precede Doha 
no. 11; and Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 99—to Chaupai 
line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 100). 


(b) The second prominent reason of Ravana's fall was lack of an efficient and skilled 
network of spies. Having a good and competent network of spies and informers who 
are diligent and dedicated and loyal to their masters and their country are absolutely 
vital and a most important feature for success in politics and statecraft. Ravana's spies 
failed him. There are two glaring examples of this failure: (a) When the gods and 
mother earth had gathered to pray to Lord Vishnu to protect them against Ravana and 
his demon horde, and Vishnu promised them he would come down himself as Lord 
Ram to fulfil their needs, Ravana did not get a wind of this meeting. Had he been 
informed then it is most certain that he would have gone there and chased away the 
gods and grabbed mother earth like he had done with Sita. (b) The second glaring 
example of his failed intelligence apparatus is that a huge bridge was being built right 
next door to his kingdom, literally right under his nose, and he had no inkling of it as 
he was kept in the dark. This is very clear when he was taken aback with 
astonishment and expressed his dismay when finally informed that a bridge was in 
place and Lord Ram's army has landed (refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Doha 
no. 5 along with Chaupai line no. 10 that precede it). Obviously, the bridge was not 
built surreptitiously or in a clandestine manner without any sound emanating. Why 
was Ravana not informed? 


(c) The third most obvious reason for his fall was his own nature. He was egoist, 
arrogant, stubborn and haughty to the extreme. He was over-confident of himself, and 
over-estimated his own invincibility, valour, strength, abilities and powers. He was 
transformed so blind and deaf in his self-pride and ego that he failed to see the reality 
and hear sane voices. 

It is to be noted here that Ravana was not weak or lacking in courage, valour, 
strength and abilities as he himself has asserted so many times, but he misgauged the 
actual measure of these virtues in him when they were compared with those of his 
opponent, who in this case was Lord Ram. When put on a scale to measure and 
compare these qualities between Lord Ram and Ravana, the scale tilted heavily in 
favour of the Lord, which unfortunately Ravana, in his egoist haughtiness, could not 
come to terms with. 


(d) And the fourth and perhaps the main reason why Ravana would not listen to 
anyone is this: 

Lord Vishnu, the cosmic form of the Supreme Being that is known as the 
*Viraat Purush', had assumed a human form as Lord Ram to eliminate the scourge of 
the evil demons led by their king Ravana of the demon kingdom of Lanka. The Gods 
and Mother Earth had prayed to Lord Vishnu to protect them from Ravana's merciless 
reign of terror and mayhem. In order to fulfill his promise made to them, Lord Ram 
was on his mission to Lanka from his capital city of Ayodhya. During his journey 
through the forests, he, along with his wife Sita and brother Laxman, took a break and 
rested for some time at a place endowed with nature's bounty of exceptional beauty; it 
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was called Panchvati. Sage Agastya had advised the Lord to abide here for some time, 
and during his retreat he must devise a device by which the next phase of his mission 
could be realized—which was to find out a way that would give the Lord an 
honourable excuse to go to Lanka and get rid of Ravana. 

Lord Ram pondered over the subject and decided that the only way to get the 
ball rolling was to use his powerful force known as ‘Maya’ (which is the Lord’s 
magical cosmic powers that create an overriding sense of delusion and conjures up a 
world of illusions so real that even the wisest of sages are taken for a ride) and have 
Sita abducted by Ravana. To keep the momentum going and ensure success in his 
mission, the Lord decided that he would employ this Maya of his to the full, and in 
such a way that no matter what happens Ravana would not see the reality and listen to 
no one who might advise him to give Sita back to the Lord and end hostility. ] 


(ii) Doha no. 11 (a) along with Chaupai line nos. 1-8 that precede it:- 


"o. get qa Ae waar 1 sax Sa Alea affe sii 9 u 
Prat wen adir sift Sat vara cpu ay fent t 2 M 
We we fears WW Wen peru tha Prat eet SAT N 3 N 
A Ut SPR Feet WSN als STAT SIT HUET Ut tl 


caupat. 


ihānř subela saila raghubira. utare sena sahita ati bhira. 1. 

sikhara ēka utanga ati dekhi. parama ramya sama subhra bisesi. 2. 
taham taru kisalaya sumana suha'e. lachimana raci nija hatha dasa'e. 3. 
ta para rucira mrdula mrgachala. tehim asana asina krpala. 4. 


[This verse tells us the exact place where Lord Ram and his army landed on the shore 
of Lanka. It continues from Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 2-3 that precede Doha no. 
5 herein above where we have already read that the Lord crossed the ocean and 
landed on the soil of Lanka. But where did he actually land? This question is now 
answered:-] 


Meanwhile, Lord Ram landed on Mt. Subel! along with his huge army that formed a 
big crowd around the place. (1) 


Lord Ram looked at the mountain (or the large hill) and saw that its high summit was 
clean, very pleasant, and in the form of a flat piece of land (or a plateau). (2) 


On this high ground, Laxman himself spread soft and newly plucked green leaves and 
flower petals [3], upon which he laid out a deer skin, and the merciful Lord Ram sat 
down on it [4]. (3-4) 


[Note— Mt. Subel was in the north of the island of Lanka. It was a little away from 
the shore. It was very high and gave a magnificent view of the city. So when the 
monkey and bear warriors had eaten their fill and Lord Ram had rested a while near 
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the shore of the ocean after landing, he decided to move to a higher ground so as to 
have a vantage point where he would pitch his camp during the war. Mt. Subel 
presented a viable option as it was right in front and easily accessible; it also afforded 
a clear view of the fort of Lanka. Perhaps it was from here that Hanuman too had 
viewed Lanka when he came here in his search of Sita. {Refer: Ram Charit Manas, 
Sundar Kand, Chaupai line nos. 8 and 10 that precede Doha no. 3.} 


WY aa tie wate sum are afer fefe are rim & t 
SE HT HUST GMA SMT Peng Haha HA ART AMT I & UI 


prabhu krta sisa kapisa uchanga. bama dahina disi capa nisanga. 5. 
duhum kara kamala sudharata bana. kaha lankésa mantra lagi kana. 6. 


[Lord Ram wished to relax a bit, so he lied down on the soft bed made by Laxman by 
spreading tender leaves and flowers on the ground as described in the previous verse. ] 

Sugriv, the commander of the monkey army and the Lord’s trusted friend, 
offered his lap to the Lord to rest his head upon like he would have done on a pillow. 
The Lord’s bow was lying to his left, and his quiver was to his right. (5) 


Lord Ram held an arrow in his hands and was moving them casually on it. At that 
time, Vibhishan (the future king of Lanka; “lankésa”) whispered something secretly 
in the ears of the Lord’. (6) 


[Note—'Vibhishan and Lord Ram were discussing something about the future course 
of action; perhaps it was about how to penetrate the virtually impregnable fort of 
Lanka. In the whole army, it was only Vibhishan who knew all the secrets of Lanka as 
he was its prince before joining Lord Ram's camp. They were talking in a hushed tone 
so that no one could listen what they were talking about. It was necessary to maintain 
top secrecy for in times of war no one can be certain who would betray whom. 
Vibhishan feared the most because if there was some spy of Ravana mingling with the 
monkeys and bears after assuming their form then he will dig his own grave and push 
others into it even before the war commenced. 

Both Sugriv and Vibhishan were princes of their respective kingdoms—so 
they sat near Lord Ram's head. Angad and Hanuman were the Lord's favourite and 
devoted followers who were very eager to serve the Lord personally—so they 
messaged his tired legs, one each. And Laxman, the Lord's younger brother, sat a 
respectable distance to keep vigil.] 


agumi Be STAM penu Herma fenf2r TH Ui 06 
WY Ue eru STE | cafe Feet At SIT ATT Uf Ul 


barabhagi angada hanumana. carana kamala capata bidhi nana. 7. 
prabhu pachem lachimana birasana. kati nisanga kara bana sarasana. 8. 


While Lord Ram thus reclined, Hanuman and Angad felt themselves exceedingly 
lucky and blessed because they got a chance to press and message the Lord's legs in 
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many different ways (to make the Lord as comfortable as possible, and to alleviate his 
tiredness). (7) 


Laxman was sitting in a posture called *birasana"! with a bow and an arrow ready in 
his hands, and a quiver tied to his waist’. (8) 


[Note—'The *birásana" is a sitting pose that is normally adopted by a warrior 
because it keeps him alert and ready to jump to take action at short notice. 


^Laxman was sitting in this way to keep a strict watch over the proceedings. Should 
any danger appear and Lord Ram was in harm’s way, Laxman was ready to leap up to 
defend the Lord and take appropriate action. Earlier also in the story of the Ramayana 
it is narrated that on any occasion when Lord Ram and Sita slept during the course of 
their long journey to the forest, Laxman would sit at a distance with his bow and 
arrow at the ready to keep guard over the Lord and Sita for the whole night to ensure 
no harm comes to them. {Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line 
nos. 1-2 that precede Doha no. 90.}] 


dvo. u fats por wea T4 aa Ty STA I 
erp a AC Ue Sat St Lad WT TAHT $9 (5) 
doha. 


ehi bidhi krpa rupa guna dhama ramu asina. 
dhan'ya te nara ehim dhyana je rahata sada layalina. 11 (a). 


Lord Ram, who is a treasury of grace, kindness, beauty and excellent virtues, rested in 
the way described herein before. 

Verily, he who is able to meditate upon this magnificent view of the Lord and 
remain submerged in the thoughts of it, is surely and without gainsay very fortunate 
and blessed. (Doha no. 11-a) 
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Section 10.2: Adhyatma Ramayan 


{Adhyatma Ramayan, Lanka/Yuddha Kand, 
Canto 3, verse nos. 59-87, and Canto 4, verse nos. 1-8 } 


After reading how Lord Ram crossed the ocean and landed in Lanka from the classic 
‘Ram Charit Manas’ of Goswami Tulsidas, now let us see how ‘Adhyatma Ramayan’ 
of Veda Vyas describes it. 

This episode appears in ‘Adhyatma Ramayan’, Lanka/Yuddha Kand, 
Canto 3, verse nos. 59-87, and Canto 4, verse nos. 1-8. 
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(1) Adhyatma Ramayan, Lanka/Yuddha Kand, Canto 3, verse nos. 59-87:- 


SAs da: ud veal pitaci HEC | 
UMA PeRIARI AAI A WER: || NSII 
daoa Arar for.saaroormr AS | 
dd: Aqsa AA APAT: || £oll 


śārdūlo'pi tatah pūrvam drstva kapibalam mahat | 
yathavatkathayamasa ravanaya sa raksasah ıı 591 
dirghacintaparo bhütva nihśvasannāsa mandire | 
tatah samudramaveksya ramo raktantalocanah ıı 6011 


59-60. Prior to Shuk (one of the spies sent by Ravana to reconnoiter Vibhishan’s 
movement and report back), another demon (who had also come at the instance of 
Ravana, but preferred to stay hidden all along while Shuk was caught and teased by 
the monkeys and bears) had seen the great army of monkeys, and when he went back 
to Lanka he described about it to Ravana (59). 

Hearing all this, Ravana was extremely perplexed and profoundly worried, not 
knowing what to do next. So he sat in his palace breathing heavily (out of anxiety). 

Meanwhile, Lord Sri Ram glared at the ocean with eyes red with indignation, 
exasperation and anger, and said (60)— 


USA AZA GASA ARAA | 
oMfsioloGiel gA gelorrel AAE II £ 81 
arn agt À feo PRLI To: | 

SIEI uoer ASA ARENA afer It € 211 


paśya laksmana dusto'sau varidhirmamupagatam | 
nabhinandati dustatma darsanartham mamanagha ıı 6111 
janati manuso'yam me kim karisyati vanaraih | 

adya pa$ya mahabaho Sosayisyami varidhim ıı 6211 


61-62. 'Oh Laxman! How wicked is this fellow Ocean! I have come to its shore, but 
oh Anagh (one who is pure and faultless), this wicked soul has no good manners for 
he has not even bothered to greet me as his guest. [To wit, the Deity of the ocean 
appears to be too haughty, arrogant, un-courteous and un-civilised.] (61). 

It thinks 'after all, he is an ordinary human being; what harm can he do to me 
although he has joined forces with the powerful monkeys and bears who reside on my 
northern banks'. 

So, my brave brother, look: today I shall dry up this ocean (to teach its 
stubborn and haughty deity a good lesson) (62). 
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ulcold orfarerfoc Alor ANRI: | 
Sa PAA anmatfücrerojao: I £31l 
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ASERI AUP AA araereremgdta II £ vil 


padenaiva gamisyanti vānarā vigatajvarah | 
ityuktva krodhatamraksa aropitadharnurdharah i 6311 
tüniradbanamadaya kalagnisadrsaprabham | 
sandhaya capamakrsya ramo vakyamathabravit ıı 6411 


63-64. Then, when I have dried the ocean up, the army of monkeys (and bears) can 
cross it on foot’. 

Saying this, the Lord lifted and stringed his formidable bow (63), took out 
from his quiver a fiery arrow which was as fierce as the fire of dooms-day, mounted it 
on the bow, pulled it, and said (64)— 


Uso 21dgrarfor 218121 IMRÍAGAA | 
SSi RaR p AAG ARa ules i eil 
vd gall ud g AADI | 
ddici aye AA Get denim ii £l 
Agia APRI ACH IASA | 
fos sito: gaa: URGE: ii EYII 


pasyantu sarvabhütani ramasya Saravikramam | 

idanim bhasmasatkuryam samudram saritam patim 11 6511 
evam bruvati rame tu saSailavanakanana | 

cacala vasudha dyausca di$a$ca tamasavrtah 11 6611 
cuksubhe sagaro velam bhayadyojanamatyagat | 
timinakrajhasa minah prataptah paritatrasuh ıı 6711 


65-67. 'Let all the creatures see the might, the prowess and the potential of Ram's 
arrow. I will immediately reduce to ashes (i.e. dry up) the king of rivers known as the 
*ocean"' (65). 

As soon as Lord Ram threatened the Deity of the ocean in the aforesaid 
manner, the whole earth trembled along with its mountains and forests, while 
darkness covered all the directions of the earth as well as the sky (66). 

The ocean was extremely terrified and was out of its wits. Out of anxiety it 
began to swell, and its water moved 1 Yojan (roughly 8 miles) inland'. 

This sudden rise of the water caused turbulence in the ocean, which in its turn 
agitated all the marine creatures that lived in it. So therefore, large and small fish of 
all sizes and classifications, such as sharks, whales, crocodiles, alligators etc., became 
agitated and perplexed; the water churned and swirled to form huge whirlpools (67). 


[Note—'To wit, there was a huge tidal wave in the ocean which pushed the water for 
8 miles inland along the shoreline. Lord Ram was standing on the shore, so the water 
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obviously touched the Lord’s holy feet in a symbolic gesture to indicate that the Deity 
of the ocean wishes to wash his feet to ask for forgiveness by saying ‘sorry’. ] 


udf3sroorod? Asian [GRUE | 
ISSIR: FAIA ARRIO (G9: I £cl 
dod: RÍSER PAs UT A: | 
UGA: YLA: feral 211221ureroi IE II Ell 
gusdcgfUrcerre Us Mploicilaord | 

qué que oreroorrer 2121 AARRE II Voll 


etasminnantare saksatsagaro divyarupadhrk i 
divyabharanasampannah svabhasa bhasayan di$ah i 6811 
svantahsthadivyaratnani karabhyam parigrhya sah | 
padayoh puratah ksiptva ramasyopayanam bahu ıı 6911 
dandavatpranityaha ramam raktantalocanam | 

trahi trahi jagannatha rama trailokyaraksaka ıı 701 


68-70. Just about that moment, the Ocean appeared himself (i.e. in a personified form 
that was represented by its presiding Deity) before Lord Ram. He had a divine form, 
was adorned by magnificent ornaments, and carried in his hands beautiful gems / 
jewels that are naturally found inside the ocean (such as pearls, corals, shells etc.) as 
gifts for the Lord. He was illuminating all the directions by his self-radiant glow. He 
kept the various gems / jewels that he had brought as gifts at the feet of Lord Ram 
(68-69). 

Then he fell down like a stick (i.e. prostrated) at the feet of the Lord whose 
eyes were extremely red with anger, exasperation and indignation. After that the 
Ocean said, 'Oh Lord Ram. You are a protector of the three worlds! as well as the 
Supreme Lord of the whole universe. Lord, I beseech you to protect me, to save me 
from any harm (70). 


[Note—'The ‘three worlds’ mean the three divisions of creation, viz. the past, the 
present and the future. It also refers to the three divisions of the world, such as the 
heaven, the earth and the nether world. | 
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jado'ham rāma te srstah srjata nikhilam jagat | 
svabhavamanyatha kartum kah $akto devanirmitam i 711 
sthülani paficabhütani jadanyeva svabhavatah | 

srstani bhavataitani tvadajfiam langhayanti na ıı 721 
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71-72. 'Oh Lord Sri Ram! At the time of creation of the world, you had created me 
(along with the other five elements!) and had made me (i.e. the ‘water element’) 
gross. Say then, how can anyone change the temperament, the basic nature, and one’s 
inherent tendencies and inclinations with which he has been born? (71). 

All the five basic elements! that you had created (at the time of creation, and 
one of which, the *water element' is represented by me) are all gross by nature. They 
cannot think for themselves, they cannot violate the nature you had assigned them at 
the time of their creation, and they must follow the laws and regulations you had laid 
out for them (72). 


[Note—'The five elements from which the whole creation has materialized are the 
following—earth or soil, water which is here represented by the ‘ocean’, fire, air and 
space. These are the basic ingredients for the whole creation. 

The Supreme Being laid out the law that those who lived on hard surface of 
the earth, such as on land, cannot walk on water, and those creatures who lived in the 
water cannot walk on the solid surface represented by the land. To wit, animals and 
humans can’t walk on the surface of any water body, including the ocean, and 
likewise water-living creatures such as fish etc. cannot walk on dry land. 

Hence, the ocean pleaded with Lord Ram that he was merely following this 
law in not allowing the Lord and his army to go across its watery, fluid surface on 
foot. So therefore, there is no reason why the Lord should be angry at him.] 


AGRUIGSA UA actor qarafoad fà | 
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tamasadahamo rama bhutani prabhavanti hi | 
karananugamattesam jadatvam tamasam svatah ıı 731 
nirgunastvam nirakaro yada mayagunan prabho | 
lilayangikarosi tvam tada vairajanamavan it 741 
gunatmano viraja$ca sattvaddeva babhüvire | 
rajogunatprajesadya manyorbhütapatistava 11 7511 


73-75. [The following verses deal with the metaphysical philosophy of creation and 
its elements. ] 

Oh Lord Ram! The elements originate from ‘Tamas Ahankar’ (i.e. illusive or 
false pride, ego, haughtiness, arrogance, hypocrisy). Hence, since their origin is not 
pure and noble, these five elements would naturally be tainted and faulty by nature, 
acquiring the characteristic of the seed (Tamas Ahankar) from which they have 
sprouted. This is a self evident fact. 

[To wit, since the ingredient of ‘Tamas Ahankar’ is negative and gross in 
nature, so the elements that were formed from it too acquired its characteristic. Since, 
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the input was of a negative character, how can one expect the output to be of positive 
character?] (73). 

Oh Lord! You are the Supreme Being known as Brahm who has no attributes 
and forms. When you playfully (i.e. willingly, just for the sake of it) accept the 
qualities or characteristics of Maya (the cosmic power of Brahm that creates delusions 
or illusions), you are known by the name of ‘Vairaj’ (^vairajanamavan"; meaning 
the supreme Lord known as the Parmatma who has assumed form for the purpose of 
creation; this form is known as the Creator Brahma) (74). 

Out of the different aspects of that Vairaj, the different Gods and demi-Gods 
were created. Such as for instance, the senior Gods were created out of the Satvic 
aspect of Vairaj. [This is the best of the three qualities, and it symbolizes 
virtuousness, nobility, positivity, holiness and divinity etc.] 

The Prajapatis, the junior Gods in the hierarchy who look after the day-to-day 
functions of the world and take care of its creatures, were created out of the Rajsic 
aspect of Vairaj. [This quality produces a desire to remain involved in worldly affairs 
and help the world to sustain, expand, acquire and enjoy worldly things.] 

Finally, the different Rudras were created out of the Tamas aspect of Vairaj. 
[This aspect symbolizes negative characteristics of creation such as anger, wrath, 
discords, quarrels, conflicts, malice, vengeance, animosity, ill-will, jealousy, quarrels 
etc. This is the lowest quality in creation and fully negative in nature.] (75). 
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tvamaham mayaya channam Iilaya manusakrtim ıı 7611 
jadabuddhirjado murkhah katham janami nirgunam | 
danda eva hi murkhanam sanmargaprapakah prabho i 7711 
bhutanamamarasrestha paśūnām lagudo yatha | 

Saranam te vrajamisam $aranyam bhaktavatsala | 
abhayam dehi me rama lankamargam dadami te ıı 7811 


76-78. You have assumed a human form by willingly and almost playfully letting 
yourself be surrounded (or being influenced, affected) by your ‘Maya’ (delusion 
creating powers of the Supreme Being that results in ignorance, illusions, 
hallucinations and deceptions) (76). 

How can I, who am by nature ignorant, foolish, gross and block-headed, 
therefore realise or comprehend the cosmic form of yours that is known as ‘Nirguna’, 
i.e. a form that has no attributes and physical forms, that is invisible and cosmic, and 
which pervades the whole creation in the form of pure consciousness. 

[To wit, oh dear Lord, how can I, who am of such a low intellect, ever fathom 
the vastness of the Lord who is the object of profound and deep meditation, who is so 
miniscule that he is invisible to the naked eye like the atom or the molecule of the 
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elements, but at the same time is so vast and myriad in his forms that the entire 
universe with its spectacular diversity and variety of forms is actually your own 
revelation as it has its origin in you. ] 

Oh Lord! Say then, how can such an ignorant and dumb-headed fellow like me 
be ever expected to follow the path of righteousness, propriety, probity and noble 
conduct merely by ‘using the stick’, 1.e. by the fear of punishment or by coercion. 

[To wit, why do you intend to use force against me by shooting your fiery 
arrow at this poor fellow. Oh Lord, you are exceptionally wise, intelligent and 
understanding, so you ought to realize that I am by nature dumb and gross, so a 
compassionate and merciful Lord like you must not use force against me for my being 
stubborn and appearing to obstruct your path purposefully just to tease you and test 
your might. No Lord, it is not that at all. Say, what do you expect from a stupid 
servant like me? If I had the sort of wisdom to know that my actions are offending 
you then I wouldn’t have dared to do what i did, but unfortunately I don’t have it and 
so couldn’t realize my errors and follies. So therefore, in the cause of justice, I must 
be forgiven. ] (77). 

Verily, just like the case of a herdsman prodding and cajoling his animals to 
walk properly along their path, for otherwise his animals would either not move or go 
astray from the chosen path, you too should guide me along the right path. 

Oh Lord whose name is the most exalted and superior amongst all the names 
in this animate as well as inanimate creation, I have come to take refuge at your 
auspicious feet and seek shelter there. So oh Lord Ram, you must protect me as you 
are exceedingly compassionate towards your devotees who have taken shelter with 
you and have sought refuge in your holy feet. Therefore oh Lord, bless me with 
fearlessness. I shall give you the right of passage to Lanka (and this I promise to 
you).' (78). 
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Srirama uvaca I 

amogho'yam mahabanah kasmin dese nipatyatam | 
laksyam dar$aya me Sighram banasyamoghapatinah ıı 7911 
ramasya vacanam Srutva kare drstva mahasaram | 
mahodadhirmahateja raghavam vakyamabravit ıı 801 


79-80. Lord Ram said, referring to his raised arrow, 'This great arrow of mine cannot 
go in vain. Hence, in which direction must I shoot it? Show me quickly the target for 
this arrow." (79). 

Hearing these stern and urgent words of the Lord, and seeing that the 
formidable and potent arrow in his hand was about to be shot, the Ocean who had 
appeared before Lord Ram in a glorious and radiant form, replied politely --- (80). 
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ramottarapradese tu drumakulya iti Srutah | 
pradesastatra bahavah papatmano divanisam ıı 811 
badhante mam raghusrestha tatra te patyatam Sarah | 
ramena srsto banastu ksanadabhiramandalam ıı 8211 
hatva punah samagatya tunire pürvavatsthitah | 
tato'bravidraghusrestham sagaro vinayanvitah ıı 831 


81-83. 'Oh Lord Sri Ram! There is a country called ‘Drumkul’ to the north of here. 
Many sinners and evil persons reside there. Night and day (always) (81) they torment 
and harass me. So therefore oh the most exalted Lord of king Raghu's line (of 
Ayodhya), if you must shoot your arrow then let it be shot in that direction. ' 

Thence, that arrow shot by Lord Ram annihilated the whole of the area 
inhabited by those indicated by the Deity of the ocean. Having accomplished its 
assigned task, the mystical arrow returned to the Lord's quiver. 

After that, feeling reassured that he was out of harms way and the Lord is 
pleased with him, the Ocean said to Lord Ram, who is the best amongst all the kings 
of Raghu's line, in a very polite way --- (82-83). 
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nalah setum karotvasmin jale me visvakarmanah | 

suto dhiman samartho'smin karye labdhavaro harih n 841 
kirtim janantu te lokah sarvalokamalapaham 1 

ityuktva raghavam natva yayau sindhuradr$yatam i 8511 


84-85. 'Let Nala, the son of Vishwakarma (the architect of the gods), construct a 
bridge over the water. This clever and expert monkey is able to do it because of a 
special boon that he possesses! (84). 

By doing so (i.e. by constructing the bridge), your name and fame would 
spread in all the corners of the world. People would remember you for all times to 
come as the Lord who overcomes all obstacles and oppositions that one faces in one's 
life (without harming any innocent creature in the process)". 

Saying this to Raghav (Lord Sri Ram), the Ocean vanished from sight (85). 
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[Note—'Nala and his brother Neela had a boon granted to them in their childhood by 
sages that any stone or rock that they would touch will float on the surface of water— 
refer: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-2 that precede Doha no. 
60. This boon was employed to use rocks and stone and boulders of all shapes and 
sizes to make a floating bridge across the water of the ocean. This bridge was 100 
Yojans (800 miles) long to link the two shores of the ocean, one where Lord Ram 
stood and the other at Lanka. 

For more details, the reader should refer to Section 10.1, sub-section 10.1.2 of 
this Book. 


?Such a ‘floating bridge’ was never ever constructed in the history of the world. So 
this unique and marvelous feat would surely spread the fame and glory of Lord Ram 
throughout the world. It goes without saying that the fame and glory of its actual 
builders and craftsmen, the two brothers Nala and Neela, would also be immortalized 
by this fantastic bridge. 

The world would especially honour Lord Ram for showing compassion on the 
ocean by not harming it although it was trying to obstruct the Lord's way.] 
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tato ramastu sugrivalaksmanabhyam samanvitah | 
nalamajfiapayacchighram vanaraih setubandhane ıı 861! 

tato'tihrstah plavagendrayüthapairmahanagendrapratimairyuto nalah | 
babandha setum Satayojanayatam suvistrtam parvatapadapairdrdham ıı 8711 


iti Srimadadhyatmaramayane umamahesvarasamvade yuddhakande 
trtiyah sargah ii 311 


86-87. Thereafter, Nala was ordered by Lord Sri Ram, Sugriv and Laxman to tie the 
bridge together with the help of other monkeys (86). 

Then Nala, with the help of commanders and chieftains of the different groups 
of monkeys, who were as colossus as mountains themselves, skillfully and cheerfully 
built a bridge with huge mountains and trees'. The bridge was very strong and sturdy, 
and it extended for 100 Yojans (i.e. for 800 miles from the northern shore of the ocean 
where Lord Ram stood with his army, to the southern shore which touched the island 
of Lanka, the kingdom of the demon race) (87). 


Thus ends Canto 3 of Yuddha Kand of Adhyatma Ramayan that narrates the 
conversation between Lord Shiva and his divine consort Uma. 
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[Note—'The logs of wood from trees were used because they would keep the stone 
slabs afloat on the water, and the planks were tied together using creepers found on 
mountains and trees. The existence of this bridge has been established by satellite 
images taken by the Indian satellite IRS-1A which in 1962 had taken photographs of 
the remnants of a stone bridge. It appeared as an underground streak from 
Dhanushkoti in India to Talai Manner in Sri Lanka. This was corroborated by U.S. 
astronauts aboard gemini XI satellite launched on 14/9/1966. ] 


(ii) Adhyatma Ramayan, Lanka/Yuddha Kand, Canto 4, verse nos. 1-8:- 
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$rimahadeva uvaca I 

setumarabhamanastu tatra rame$varam Sivam | 
samsthapya püjayitvaha ramo lokahitaya ca i 111 
pranametsetubandham yo drstva ramesvaram Sivam | 
brahmahatyadipapebhyo mucyate madanugrahat ıı 211 


1-2. Lord Shiva said—'Oh Parvati! At the time of beginning of the construction of 
the bridge, Lord Sri Ram installed the Lingam of ‘Rameshwar Shiva’ (literally, Shiva 
who is the Lord of Sri Ram, and conversely, Sri Ram who is the Lord of Shiva), 
worshipped Shiva in the form of this consecrated Lingam, and said the following 
words for the welfare of the world (1), --- 

"Those people who would have ‘Darshan’ of Rameshwar Shiva (i.e. who 
would come here and view this Lingam established by me with due reverence and 
faith, and pay homage to Lord Shiva), and then bow reverentially with devotion 
before the bridge (which I have built), verily they shall be freed from many horrible 
sins, such as the killing of a Brahmin’ etc. (2). 


[Note—'This statement of Lord Ram must not be seen or read in the wrong light. The 
Lord never meant that he condones sins. It is not meant to allow people to commit 
sins freely in the belief that they would easily overcome punishment by going to 
Rameshwar Shiva and offering prayers there. There is nothing of the sort intended. 

The Lord simply means that if one sincerely regrets for having committed 
some grave sin and wants to actually atone for it, then there is a remedy for it. Such 
persons must offer their prayers and ask for forgiveness from Lord Shiva along with 
paying their homage to this bridge that symbolizes the Lord’s effort to go and liberate 
even the most horribly sinful creatures that ever walked on the surface of the earth, 
i.e. the demons who had been perpetually tormenting countless Brahmins. 

Lord Ram means that it is a normal thing for a human being to err, but that 
does not mean the end of the world. Therefore, all persons who are sincere and wish 
to repent for their past evil, who wish to turn a new leaf in their lives, must be given a 
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chance to do so. The first sin ought to be forgiven and the creature ought to be given a 
chance to reform. By undertaking a pilgrimage to Rameshwar Shiva, he will mentally 
free himself of the guilt of having committed something wrong, and this would go a 
long way to help in his reformation and rehabilitation at the psychological level.] 
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setubandhe narah snatva drstva ramesvaram haram | 
sankalpaniyato bhutva gatva varanasim narah ıı 31 

aniya gangasalilam ramesamabhisicya ca | 

samudre ksiptatadbharo brahma prapnotyasam$ayam ıı 411 


3-4. Any person who first bathes in the ocean near the bridge, has a Darshan (divine 
and august viewing) of Rameshwar Har (Shiva), goes to Kashi (Varanasi) determined 
to bring the water of the holy river Ganges from there to this place, pours that holy 
water over the Rameshwaram Lingam, and then puts the container (in which the water 
was brought) in the ocean— such a person shall attain Brahm (the supreme Soul). 
There is no doubt about it. [To wit, such persons shall attain liberation and 
deliverance from his sins, and at the time of death they would find emancipation and 
salvation for their soul.] (3-4). 


[Note—These two verses describe the proper way to undertake a pilgrimage to 
Rameshwar Shiva.] 
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asankhyatah suveladrim rurudhuh plavagottamah ıı 811 


5-7. It is heard being said (in ancient scriptures) that on the first day the bridge was 
tied for a distance of 14 Yojans, on the second day for 20 Yojans (5), on the third day 
2] Yojans further, on the fourth day 22 Yojans were added (6), and on the fifth day 
the last leg of 23 Yojans were completed. 

Thus, the bridge was finally completed and made ready for use to cross the 
ocean by Nala who was the best amongst the monkeys in his field of expertise (7). 

The monkeys crossed the 100-Y ojan wide ocean on that bridge without losing 
much time. After crossing the bridge and landing on the soil of Lanka, the countless 
monkey warriors laid siege of Mt. Subel (8). 


[Note—We see that the bridge spanning 100 Yojans was completed in a record 
number of five days as follows—14+20+21+22+23 = 100 Yojans.] 
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Part 3 


Chapter 11 


A brief Recapitulation of the Story from the episode of Sita’s abduction 
by Ravana till the time Lord Ram landed in Lanka from ‘Devi Puran 
Mahabhagwat Ramayan’ 


Before proceeding ahead with the telling of our fascinating Story titled ‘Ravana and 
the Epic War of Lanka’, let us pause for some moments to recapitulate the events that 
led to the abduction of Sita by Ravana followed by Lord Ram’s search for her, his 
meeting with Sugriv, the king of Kishkindha, and befriending him, Vibhishan, the 
brother of the demon king Ravana, joining Lord Ram’s camp, messengers being sent 
out in all the directions to find the whereabouts of Sita, Hanuman’s success in 
locating her in the Ashok grove in Lanka, the construction of the magnificent bridge 
across the ocean, and the landing of Lord Ram on the shore of Lanka with his 
formidable army of monkey and bear warriors. 


There is a wonderful ancient classic in Sanskrit titled “Devi Puran Mahabhagwat 
Ramayan” which describes all these events briefly in its (1) Canto 38, verse nos. 33- 
53, (11) Canto 39, verse nos. 1-42, and (iii) Canto 40, verse nos. 1-12. 


“Devi Puran Mahabhagwat Ramayan” is a rare book and little known. By quoting this 
book and reading the relevant verses from it here we get to have a different view, a 
sort of a different perspective of the unfolding of the events which we have already 
read in our present Book, from Chapter no. 5 to Chapter no. 10. 
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It will be interesting to read these verses from “Devi Puran Mahabhagwat Ramayan” 
as it would truly make our present Book ‘The Story of Ravana and the Epic War of 
Lanak—Told in Slow Motion’ a really colourful bouquet by adding another version of 
the magnificent Story from a source other than the ones cited earlier. 


This Chapter has three Sections, nos. 11.1—to—11.3. 


So, let us start reading now:- 


Section 11.1: Devi Puran Mahabhagwat Ramayan, Canto 38, verse nos. 
33-53:- 


These verses narrate the episode of Supernakha approaching Lord Ram with evil 
intentions, and the Lord punishing her by getting Laxman to cut-off her nose and ears. 
Angered and insulted, she first goes to instigate her demon brothers Khar and Dushan 
to take revenge for her; they attacked Lord Ram with their huge army of demons but 
were quickly eliminated by the Lord in the ensuing battle. Then Supernakha 
approaches Ravana, the king of demons of Lanka, and pleads with him to intervene 
and seek retribution on her behalf. Ravana forced a demon named Marich to assume 
the form of a golden deer to lure Lord Ram away so that he can abduct Sita. While on 
his way back to Lanka with her, Ravana fought a pitched battle with Jatau, the king of 
vultures, and mortally wounded him. Finally, Ravana reached Lanka and kept Sita 
captive in his royal garden called the ‘Ashok Van’ which was a small forest or a 
wonderful grove of beautiful trees. 


THe «ues fared TREO | Sea WSDHTSTR aea € 1331 
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rāmastu dandakaranye viradham ghorarupinam | 

hatva raksasanasaya kiyatkalamuvasa ha 113311 

nirmaya parnasalam tu paficavatyam mahamate 113411 
tatra SUrpanakhanamni raksasi kamarüpini | 

sametya raghavam kartum patimaicchatsmaratura 113511 


Lord Ram killed a fierce demon named Viradh in the Dandakaranya forest. Then for 
the purpose of eliminating the demons, he stayed there for some time (33) in 
Panchvati. There, the great and wise one (i.e. Lord Sri Ram) erected a thatched hut for 
his dwelling (34). 

During his stay there, a demoness named Supernakha, who could assume any 
form that she wished, once came to visit that place. She was overwhelmed with 
passion and lust (when she saw the handsome personality of Lord Ram), and so she 
approached Raghav (i.e. Lord Sri Ram) with a desire to make him her husband (35). 
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tam jfiatva raksasim dustam laksmano bhratrsasanat | 
ciccheda karnau nasam ca khadgena munipungava 113611 
tatah sa rudati gatva bhratarau kharadüsanau | 

uvaca vacanam kruddha raksasi bhimarüpini 113711 


[Lord Shiva said—] Oh the most exalted sage (1.e. Narad)'! On the instructions of (or 
a hint from) his brother (i.e. Lord Ram), Laxman cut-off her ears and nose with a 
sword because he realized that she was a ferocious demoness (instead of the beauty 
she appeared to be) (36). 

Humiliated, peeved and wounded, she went away weeping to her demon 
brothers Khar and Dushan, and said to them angrily— (37) 


[Note— This story is being narrated to sage Narad by Lord Shiva.] 
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Surpanakhovaca 


ayodhyadhipatih $riman ramo bhratra saha svayam | 

agato dandakaranye $yamo dürvadalaprabhah 113811 

tasyanganapi tenaiva sardham tatra samagata | 

sa yatha rupasaundaryasalini na tatha kvacit 113911 

savarge martye ca patale kaisciddrstarn na ca $rutam | tvadartham 
tamanayantya bhrata tasyanujo mama 114011 

ciccheda karnau nasam ca tena yata tvadantikam 114111 


Supernakha said— 'Oh brother! The king of Ayodhya, Lord Sri Ram, has come to the 
Dandakaranya forest along with his brother (Laxman). He is dark complexioned like 
the Durba grass (38). 

His wife (Sita) has also come along with him. She is so beautiful that the like 
of her has never been heard of anywhere (39), not in the celestial world, neither in the 
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terrestrial nor in the nether world. I was bringing her for you, but his younger brother 
(Laxman) (40) chopped-off my ears and nose. That is why I have come to you' (41). 


[Note—What a big pack of lies! Supernakha did not go to the place where Lord Ram 
lived to somehow bring Sita as a gift for her two demon brothers Khar and Dushan. 
She had approached Lord Ram because she had gone mad with passion and wished to 
marry him herself. But now she says that she wished to bring Sita for her demon 
brothers. 

We see here how that the wicked demoness has twisted facts to incite her 
brothers to avenge her insult and hide her own misdeeds. Had she been truthful, she 
would not have been a demoness in the first place. ] 


at Tees Sar 
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Sri mahadeva uvaca 


iti tasya vacah srutva raksasau kharadüsanau | 
raksasanam parivrtau caturdasasahastrakaih 114211 
jagmatuh kanane tatra yatraste raghunandanah I 

tan jaghana Saravratai ramacandrah samagatan 114311 


Lord Shiva said to Narad— 'Hearing her words, the demons Khar and Dushan, 
accompanied by fourteen thousand demon warriors, went to the forest where the two 
Raghunandans (Lord Sri Ram and his younger brother Laxman) lived. 

[The demon army attacked Lord Ram, and in the ensuing battle—] Lord Ram 
killed all those demons by a hail of his arrows (42-43). 


Td: YUE Aca SETA Vassar | quei HIATT XTHUTRT ASAT dvi 
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tatah SUrpanakha gatva lankayam Sokavihvala | 
vrttantam kathayamasa ravanaya mahamate 114411 

sa tasya vacanam Srutva sitaya rüpamuttamam | 
gunthitah kalapasena tam hartum matimadadhe 114511 


Then Supernakha was overwhelmed with anguish and sorrows (at the death of her 
brothers Khar and Dushan). She rushed to Lanka to narrate the whole episode to 
Ravana, the great king of the demon race (45). 
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When he heard her and learnt about the matchless beauty of Sita, and then 
being inspired by death (or prodded by his doomed destiny), he decided, out of his 
wickedness, delusions and stupidity, to abduct her (Sita) (45). 


qd: Gers HoT g ANP Erg | at ear: Warp HA d p WaT: Ive ll 
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tatah sahayam krtva tu maricam tadakasutam | 

tam hartukamah prayayau kananam tam sa ravanah 114611 
maricastu viniscitya $riramanmrtyumatmanah | 
mayasvarnamrgo bhütva'nayadramam suduratah 114711 


Thence, in order to take the help of Tadak’s son Marich to kidnap Sita, he went to that 
forest (where Marich resided) (46). 

Marich decided that his death at the hands of Lord Sri Ram was a certainty’, 
so he assumed the form of a golden deer (a stag) and took the Lord far away from the 
latter's hermitage by employing deceit? (47). 


[Note—'Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 5-6 that 
precede Doha no. 26. 


*How did Marich, disguised as a golden stag, manage to take Lord Ram away from 
his hermitage so that Ravana could steal Sita? This is answered in detail in Ram 
Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-16 that precede Doha no. 27. 

Briefly, Marich’s magnificent golden hide attracted Sita’s attention, and she 
asked Lord Ram to bring the golden deer to her as she wished to keep it as a pet. Lord 
Ram went behind the ‘golden deer’ to catch it, but it ran away. So the Lord went deep 
into the forest pursuing it. Observing that it is not possible to catch the deer alive, the 
Lord shot an arrow to kill it so that its skin can be used as a seating mat. When Lord 
Ram killed the demon Marich, the latter gave out a shrill cry, loud enough to be heard 
at the hermitage. When Sita heard it, she got alarmed, thinking that the Lord was 
within harms way. So she sent Laxman to go and help the Lord. 

Meanwhile, finding Sita alone in the hermitage, Ravana came to her disguised 
as a mendicant, asking for alms. As soon as Sita stepped close to him to fulfill her 
religious duty of giving alms to a mendicant, Ravana grabbed her and scampered 
away to Lanka on his chariot as fast as he could drive it. We read about these 
developments below. ] 
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ramastam prahinodbanam tena viddhah sa raksasah | 
papata dharaniprsthe laksmaneti vadanmune 114811 
tanmatva ramacandrasya bhasitam janakatmaja | 
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sadyah prasthapayamasa rāmar prati ca laksmanam 114911 


[Lord Shiva said—] Oh sage (Narad)! Lord Ram aimed and shot an arrow at him 
(Marich, disguised as a golden deer). Being mortally wounded, he cried aloud ‘oh 
Laxman’ as he fell to the ground (48). 

The daughter of Janak (Sita) thought that it was Lord Sri Ram calling out in 
distress, and she immediately sent Laxman in that direction (to help him) (49). 


Wf GIST GAIT SMA: | ER SIT Sahn AI FST do 
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etasminnantare so'pi samagatya da$ananah | 

jahara janakim laksmidevya mürtyantaram balat 115011 
tadaiva bhasmasatkartum samarthapi suresvari | 
nakarotprarthita yasmaddevirüpena sa sada 115111 


Meanwhile, the 10-headed one (Ravana) came there and forcibly kidnapped Janki 
(Sita) who was actually an incarnation of Goddess Laxmi (the divine consort of Lord 
Vishnu, the second God of the Trinity) (50). 

Though that great Goddess was capable of reducing him to ashes then and 
there if she so wished, but she refrained from doing so because Ravana always 
worshipped her in her another divine form as a Goddess (Jagdamba, the Universal 
Mother Goddess, also known as Katyayani) (51). 


WT AAT wb Te: WAITS: | AGHAST S WAU AIT 1142 |i 
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raksasa niyamanam tam jatayuh paksipungavah | 
tratukamo'karodyuddham ravanena duratmana 115211 
sa tasya paksau chittva tam baladraksasapungavah | 
grhitva prayayau lankam ratrau devarsisattama 115311 


Jatau, the king of birds and the most respected amongst them’, intervened. He was 
very angry, and he fought bravely and courageously with the wicked and sinful 
Ravana in order to protect and retrieve Sita who was being forcibly taken away by 
him (52). 

Oh the most exalted sage of the gods (i.e. Narad)! However, that fellow, who 
was the best in the race of demons (i.e. Ravana), cut-off his (Jatau’s) wings (to 
immobilise him)’, and took away Sita stealthily to Lanka during the night (53). 


[Note—'Jatau was a vulture of gigantic size. On his way to Panchavati, the part of the 
forest from where Sita was abducted, Lord Ram had befriended him. Then Jatau had 
promised the Lord that he would try his best that was within his means to protect him 
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and his companions, i.e. his wife Sita and brother Laxman. Refer: (a) Ram Charit 
Manas, Aranya Kand, Doha no. 13; (b) Adhyatma Ramayan, Aranya Kand, Canto 4, 
verse nos. 1-8. 


"Ravana chopped-off the wings of Jatau, which made the latter fall down on the 
ground, gravely wounded and bleeding profusely. With the giant bird out of his way, 
Ravana drove his chariot towards Lanka as fast as he could through the night sky.] 


SME TS CITA db aA qd ager SSoSHTuWT dl 
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asokakanane ramye sthapayamasa tam satim | 

na dharsitumabhucchakto jvaladagnisamaprabham 115411 
evam bhagavati devi bhavakalam Subhaprada | 

svayam lankesvari devi hyantardhatum mano dadhe 115511 


He kept the Sati’ (i.e. Sita) in the charming Ashok grove. He failed to exert influence 
or use force on her because she was radiant and fierce like raging fire? (54). 

After that, the patron Goddess of Lanka called Lankeshwari— whose presence 
had made Ravana and Lanka invincible— decided to abandon the city (as she was 
disgusted and fed-up with Ravana).' (55). 


[Note—'The word “Sati” refers to a married woman who is chaste, virtuous, 
righteous, faithful and loyal to her husband. 


Ravana could not use force upon Sita because she was a ‘Sati’, a lady who possessed 
immense spiritual and mystical powers that come naturally to a woman who is 
exemplarily chaste, virtuous and righteous. Just as one gets burnt if one touches a 
raging fire, Ravana would recoil in terror if he ever dared to get too close to her with 
malefic intentions of trying to outrage her modesty. 

At the time of her abduction his priority was simply to kidnap her and escape 
from the site as fast as he could lest Lord Ram and Laxman returned and slayed him 
on the spot. In such a situation he was too mentally worried and scared for his own 
physical safety to have the time for being passionate and lustful. But once Sita was 
securely in his custody, Ravana may have tried to use some force on her. So whenever 
he came close to her with evil intentions, he had to recoil in horror just like a man 
would do if he puts his finger in the flame of a raging fire.] 


{Thus ends Canto 38 describing the story of Lord Sri Ram till the time of Sita’s 
abduction by Ravana and her incarceration at Lanka.} 


Section 11.2: Devi Puran Mahabhagwat Ramayan, Canto 39, verse nos. 
1-42:- 
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[This Canto narrates that Lord Ram lamented for Sita and began his search for her, 
how then he made Sugriv his friend, how Hanuman crosses the ocean, reaches Lanka, 
meets Sita, requests the patron Goddess to abandon the city, burns Lanka, returns to 
Kishkindha with the news of Sita, and how Vibhishan came to seek refuge with Lord 
Ram.] 


at mena sara 
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Sri mahadeva uvaca 


ramastu hatva maricam laksmanena samanvitah | 
agatya parnasalayam napasyattatra janakim 11111 
babhrama kanane tatra rudam sitamanusmaran | 

tatra drstva patangesam jatayum chinnapaksatim 11211 
sitapaharinam matva hantukamo'ntikam yayau | 
tatastamapi vijfiaya sakhayam pituratmanah 11311 


Lord Shiva continued with his narrative and said to Narad— 'After slaying Marich, 
when Lord Sri Ram came back to his thatched dwelling, he didn't find Sita there. 
Being extremely dismayed and overwhelmed by sorrows and anguish, he distressfully 
started wandering aimlessly in the forest, very fondly remembering Sita and 
frantically searching for her. Seeing the king of birds named Jatau (lying wounded on 
the ground) with wings cut-off (2), the Lord (wrongly) thought that the mighty bird 
might be the one who had kidnapped her (Sita). So he went near him (Jatau) to kill 
him to avenge Sita's abduction. There, he found out that Jatau was actually a friend of 
his father, king Dashrath (3). 


TIRE D TH: AA: | VD Saco WATS Wa a DR I I 
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na prahinoccharam tatra ramah satyaparakramah | 
tatah sa uktva ramaya ravanena hrtam priyam 11411 
parityajya divam prayatpranan ramasya pasyatah | 
tatastamapi dagdhva ca kanane tatra raghavah 11511 


As soon as Lord Ram, who was a most truthful, steadfast, righteous, principled and 
valiant warrior, realized this fact (that Jatau was his father's friend, and therefore 
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couldn’t have abducted Sita), he immediately restrained himself and did not shoot the 
arrow as intended. Then, Jatau told Lord Ram about the abduction of his beloved Sita 
by Ravana (4). 

Then, being mortally wounded, he (Jatau) died immediately while Lord Sri 
Ram watched him ascending to the heaven. 

Thereafter, Raghav (Lord Ram) himself performed Jatau’s last rites in the 
forest (as his next-of-kin because Jatau was his father Dashrath’s friend) (5). 


SN HAT TAA ASAT | Sa aaa Gata: GAA: IG di 
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hatva kabandham prayayavrsyamükam mahamate | 
yatra valibhayadaste sugrivah suryanandanah 11611 
hanumatpramukhairviraisciturbhirmantrisattamaih | 
tatra sakhyam sa krtva tu sugrivena mahatmana 11711 
nihatya samare viram valinarn bhimavikramam | 
rajyabhisecanam cakre sugrivasya mahamate 11811 


Oh the wise one (Narad)! After killing the demon Kabandh', both the brothers 
reached Mt. Rishyamook where the Sun God's son Sugriv (6) stayed along with his 
four chief ministers, of whom Hanuman was one. Sugriv lived there due to the fear of 
his brother Baali”. There, he (Lord Ram) befriended the great soul named Sugriv (7). 

Oh the wise one (Narad)! Then he (Lord Ram) killed the extremely valiant, 
strong, fearless and powerful Baali, the elder brother of Sugriv, in battle, and then 
anointed the latter (Sugriv) on the throne (of Kishkindha)’ (8). 


[Note—'Kabandha was a demon who was like a giant octopus. His body consisted of 
his abdomen which had large holes for eyes, nose, ears and mouth, and long 
protuberances to represent hands. Lord Ram was confronted by Kabandha as he 
moved ahead in the direction of Lanka as indicated by Jatau. 


*Baali had threatened to kill his younger brother Sugriv due to some grave 
misunderstanding between them. The cause of this animosity is narrated in Ram 
Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-13 that precede Doha no. 6. 


*When Sugriv told his story of woes to Lord Ram, the latter felt that injustice had 
been done to the former. The Lord motivated Sugriv to go and settle his accounts with 
Baali, promising to him that in case things go wrong he personally would protect him. 
In the ensuing duel between the two brothers, Baali was killed.] 
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tato vyatitya varsam sa sthitva malyavati prabhuh | 
anayya vanaram sainyam vipulam munisattama 11911 
sitanvesanakaryartham dutan prasthapayadbhuvi | 
caturdiksu yayuste'pi sitanvesanatatparah 111011 


Oh the most exalted sage (Narad)! After the rainy season, Sugriv summoned the vast 
army of monkeys (and bears) on the Malyawan Mountain where Lord Ram had been 
staying during the intervening period (9). 

Then he sent messengers in all the four direction of the earth in search of Sita. 
Those messengers went to search for her everywhere (10). 
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tatra yata disarn yamim hanümadangadadayah | 
jambavatpramukhascapi mahabalaparakramah 111111 
te sampatimukhacchrutva savisesarn mahamate | 
samudralanghanayasu mantrayamasureva hi 111211 


Those who were most famous, strong, courageous, brave and powerful amongst the 
monkeys and bears, such as Hanuman, Angad and Jamvant etc., went in the south 
direction (11). 

Oh wise sage (Narad)! They heard everything in detail (about the place where 
Sita was incarcerated at Lanka) from the mouth of Sampati (the brother of Jatau), and 
discussed how to cross the ocean! (12). 


[Note—'The full episode is narrated in (a) Ram Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, 
Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 27—to Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes 
Doha no. 29; and (b) Adhyatma Ramayan, Kishkindha Kand, Canto 7, verse nos. 29- 
56.] 
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atharksadhipatervakyaddhanumanbhimavikramah | 
ullanghya sagaram ghoram Satayojanavistrtam 111311 
sayam pravi$ya lankayam ratrau ca vyacaratpurim | 
anvesayafijanakajam saptaratrani marutih 111411 
asokavanikamadhye tam dadarsa $ubhananam | 
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tat$cikirsuratyantam duskaram karma marutih 111511 


Then on the advice of Jamvant, the most valiant, brave, strong and courageous 
Hanuman leapt across the ocean which was one hundred Yojans wide (1.e. appx. 800 
miles wide) (13), entered Lanka during the evening hours, and roamed around the city 
during the night in search of Janaki (Sita). The son of the wind god spent seven 
consecutive nights searching for her (14). 

Then finally he saw the most auspicious Sita in the centre of the Ashok grove. 
Maruti (Hanuman) decided that he will accomplish the most difficult and a very 
daunting task which was at hand (no matter what comes) (15). 
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sasmara purvavrttantam devya yuddham krtam pura | 
tata aruhya vrksagrm devya mandiramadbhutam 111611 
didrksurdiksu sarvatra sa dristim prahinottada | 
tathapa$yatsa aiSanyam mandiram sumanoharam 111711 


He recalled an earlier episode when the Mother Goddess had prophesized 
about the war, saying that the end of the wicked Ravana would come when he would 
abduct Sita and Lord Ram would launch a campaign to free her from his captivity. 
Then Ravana and his cruel demon race would be eliminated by the Lord in the 
ensuing war’. 

He then climbed atop a tall tree and looked in all the directions in order to 
have a good bird’s eye-view of the majestic temple of the Goddess. He then saw a 
beautiful shrine in the east (16-17). 


[Note—'This episode is narrated in detail in ‘Devi Puran Mahabhagwat Ramayan’, 
Canto 36, verse nos. 56-76. 

The question arises “how did Hanuman know about this episode?’ Well, Lord 
Shiva has eleven forms, one of which is known as ‘Rudra’, meaning the Lord’s angry 
form. It is believed that Hanuman was a manifestation of this Rudra aspect of Shiva 
which is the latter’s eleventh form. See verse no. 24 herein below. 

When Mother Goddess was advising Lord Vishnu to come down to earth in 
the form of Lord Ram, and bring his divine consort goddess Laxmi with him in the 
form of Sita, at that time Lords Shiva and Brahma were both present along with the 
other gods and mother earth. ] 
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simhadhvajam ca tasyagre drstva pavananandanah 111811 
cakara ni$cayam devya mandiram caitadeva hi | 
tatastanmandiradvaram gatva'pa$yatsure$varim 111911 


The gold plated, beautiful, charming, auspicious and clean shrine was studded with 
glittering gems and priceless jewels. There was a ‘Singha-dhwaj (sirnhadhvajarn)" 
on it. Seeing it, the son of the wind God (Hanuman) (18) determined that it was the 
temple of the Goddess. He went to the main door of the temple and had a divine 
glimpse of Goddess Sureshwari (*sure$varim")? there (19). 


[Note— The *sirnhadhvajarn" is a high ceremonial standard or flag bearing the mark 
of the patron deity worshipped in a shrine. In this case it was the patron goddess of the 
kingdom of demons. 


?The word *sure$varim" means the Goddess of the Gods; the Mother Goddess.] 
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nrtyantim prahasantim ca sahitam yoginiganaih | 
tam pranamya mahadevim pravrtya pavanatmajah 112011 
uvaca trijagadvandyam bhaktya paramaya yutah 112111 


She was merrily dancing in the shrine along with her companions called Yoginis. The 
son of the wind god (Hanuman) went around the Goddess to pay his respects to her, 
and then bowed before her (20). 

Then he most humbly said to the Goddess who is worshipped by the three 
worlds (as she is the ‘Mother Goddess’ )— (21). 
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hanumanuvaca 


devi prasida viSvesi ramasyanucaro'smyaham | 
anvestum janakim laksmim lankayam samupagatah 112211 
tvayaiva prerito visnurmanujatvamupagamat | 
vadhartham raksasendrasya ravanasya duratmanah 112311 
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Hanuman said— 'Oh divine Goddess! Oh Mistress and Goddess of the whole world! 
Be pleased with me. I am a humble servant (messenger) of Lord Sri Ram, and I have 
come to Lanka searching for Janki who is an incarnate Laxmi herself. [Lord Ram is 
an incarnation of Lord Vishnu, and Sita of goddess Laxmi.] (22). 

It is on your inspiration that Lord Vishnu has manifested himself as Lord Sri 
Ram with the express purpose of killing the tyrannical, the wicked, the cruel, the 
sinful and the evil king of demons named Ravana' (23). 


[Note—'Refer ‘Devi Puran Mahabhagwat Ramayan, Canto 36, verse nos. 61-76. The 
reason was that Ravana had unleashed a reign of terror and mayhem in the world, 
undermining all the laws of righteous behaviour, probity and propriety collectively 
known as Dharma, and upturning the Supreme Being’s cart of the ‘rule of law’ that 
granted peace and joy and liberty and safety for all living beings. ] 
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Sivo'hamapi sambhüya vanaro'tra samagatah | 

kartum ramasya sahayyam tavajfiavasatah Sive 112411 
tvayaivaitatpura proktam lankayamagate tvayi | 
samtyajya nagarimenam prasthasye svanivesanam 112511 
tasmattyaja purimenam ravanam sudurasadam | 
patayasva mahadevi raksa vi$vam caracaram 112611 


Oh Shive (the divine goddess who is the consort of Lord Shiva; she is known by 
various names, one of which is Parvati, and the other is Uma)!! I (Hanuman) myself 
am Shiva (Sivo'hamapi), and I have manifested myself as a monkey on your advice 
and orders in order to help Lord Sri Ram on this earth (24). 

You had earlier said that when I come to Lanka, you will leave the city and go 
to your divine abode (at Mt. Kailash, the abode of Lord Shiva) (25). 

So, oh the great Goddess, you must leave this city forthwith, help in 
destroying that formidable Ravana, and protect the entire animate as well as the 
inanimate world (which is being tormented and tyrannized by him).? (26). 


[Note— Lord Shiva is known as ‘Mahadeva’, the ‘Great God’, and his divine consort 
is therefore the ‘Great Goddess’, or the ‘Maha-Devi’. It was this Goddess that Ravana 


used to worship; he was also a great devotee of Lord Shiva. 


"These facts are narrated in ‘Devi Puran Mahabhagwat Ramayan’, Canto 36, verse 
nos. 64-66, 88-89, and Canto 37, verse no. 8.] 


A gara 


1183 


GMa ESTE SRT (0 OTGIRTHÍd AAT Fea RII 
cT fare sumo | Tat qf Sst aan BET RCI 


Sri devyuvaca 


sitavamananenapi rustaham vanararsabha | 
lankatyagamatim pürvamakarsam purusarsabha 112711 
tvadvakyapeksayadyapi sthitaham ravanalaye | 
tyajamyetam purim lankam tvayokta kapipungava 112811 


The Goddess replied— 'Oh the best amongst monkeys (vanararsabha)! I am very 
angry, extremely peeved and exasperated at the way Ravana has insulted Sita. Oh the 
best amongst males (purusarsabha)! I have already decided to abandon Lanka! (27). 

Oh the most exalted monkey (kapipunrigava)! I have been staying here waiting 
for the moment when I would meet you and shall hear this request from you (to 
abandon Lanka and go back to my abode in Mt. Kailash). Now as per your wishes 
therefore, I am abandoning Lanka forthwith.' (28). 


[Note—'The Mother Goddess had been tolerating Ravana's mischief for quite some 
time. But her tolerance reached a limit when he kidnapped Sita, who was herself an 
incarnation of goddess Laxmi, the divine consort of Lord Vishnu. Laxmi herself was 
one of the many forms of Mother Goddess. So by insulting Sita, Ravana had 
unwittingly insulted the Mother Goddess whom he used to worship. This was 
unacceptable, so the Goddess decided to leave his kingdom for good.] 


At Were sara 
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Sri mahadeva uvaca 


ityuktva sa mahadevi lankam tyaktva mahesvari | 
antardadhe munisrestha sahasa tasya pa$yatah 112911 

tato babhafija gahanam raksasendrena palitam | 
asokavrksasamghatam marutih krodhamükhracchatah 113011 


Shiva said to Narad— 'Oh the best amongst sages (muni$restha)! Saying this, the 
great Goddess Maheshwari (literally, the divine consort of Lord Mahesh, i.e. Shiva) 
vanished from sight immediately even while Hanuman watched (29). 

Then, being extremely angry and furious so much that he literally fainted with 
anger, Maruti (Hanuman; the son of the wind god known as ‘Marut’) wrathfully 
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destroyed the Ashok grove that was very dear to Ravana and well looked after by him 
(30). 
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tacchrutva ravanah krodhadraksasansubahumstada | 
aksahnam tanayam capi presayamasa narada 113111 
tam jaghana mahabahurhanuman sumahabalah | 
vrksairatadya samare svayamutpatitairbalat 113211 


Oh Narad! When the news reached Ravana, he was annoyed beyond measure, and so 
he angrily sent his son named Akshay along with many other demons (31). 

In the ensuing duel, Hanuman, who was extremely strong, brave, courageous 
and powerful, uprooted trees and killed him (Akshay) with them! (32). 


[Note— As soon as news reached Ravana that an unknown intruder in the form of a 
monkey is ruining his favourite garden, the Ashok grove, he dispatched his valiant 
son Akshay Kumar with his troops to control the situation. Akshay rushed to the 
scene and challenged Hanuman. In the free-for-all uproarious fracas that followed, 
Hanuman uprooted huge trees to use them as a baton, and swinging them wildly he 
bashed Akshay Kumar violently with them, resulting in his death.] 


«dt fost d ed wart wena: | ogee STI esp ep xí uw WU 113311 
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tato virupam tam kartum ravano raksasadhipah | 

langulam vasasa baddhva dattva vahnim sa dipayat 113311 
tatah sa marutirviro vahnina tena narada | 

lankam dagdhva samullanghya punastam saritam patim 113411 


Thereafter, the king of demons, Ravana, got his (Hanuman's) tail wrapped in cloth 
and put fire to it in order to punish and deform him! (33). 

Oh Narad! The most brave Maruti (Hanuman) burnt down Lanka with that 
ferociously raging fire, and then crossed the ocean (literally, the Lord of rivers— 
“saritam patim”) and came back to this side of the shore (where other monkeys were 
waiting eagerly for him) (34). 


[Note— Tt will be noted that this version of the Ramayan is extremely brief inasmuch 
as it tells the story in the form of an outline, touching only on the main events and 
omitting the details. It does not, for example, tell us here ‘how Hanuman was caught 
after he had killed Akshay Kumar and brought to the court of Ravana where the latter 
ordered his tail to be wrapped in oil-soaked cloth and set ablaze’. 
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Well, after Akshay was killed, Ravana sent his other valiant son named 
Meghnad who caught Hanuman after a pitched battle when he shot the latter with an 
arrow provided to him by the creator Brahma and then tied him with a magical snare 
consisting of serpents. Then Meghnad brought Hanuman as a captive to his father 
Ravana’s presence. This was followed by a heated and acrimonious oral spat between 
Ravana and Hanuman following which Ravana ordered his soldiers to set Hanuman’s 
tail on fire in order to punish him as well as to deform him so that when he goes back 
to the Lord who had sent him (i.e. Sri Ram) the latter would be sternly rebuffed and 
hinted of the consequences of attacking Lanka. 

All these developments are narrated earlier in our Book in Chapter no. 7. 
{More specifically, refer to (a) Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 
that precedes Doha no. 19—to Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 26; and (b) 
Adhyatma Ramayan, Sundar Kand, Canto 3, verse nos. 89-199, and Canto 4, verse 
nos. 1-46.} 


ward ak ata aft Surgens | das Sys ssa T: 1134 11 
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satprapa tiram yatraiva santi te'pyangadadayah | 
tataSca samupagamya jambavatpramukhairvrtah 113511 
bhuktva madhuvanarn rajfio yayau ramasya sannidhim | 
tam drstva ramacandrastu dürato munisattama 113611 
papraccha janakim catha hanumamstustmanasah | 
tatah sarvar yathavrttam raghavaya nyavedayat 113711 


Here, on this side of the ocean, Angad, Jamvant and other brave warriors were present 
(35). 

He (Hanuman) refreshed himself by playing and eating in the ‘garden of 
honey’ called Madhuvan that belonged to their king (Sugriv). Then, accompanied by 
all other messengers, he presented himself before Lord Sri Ram. 

Oh the most exalted sage (Narad—‘“munisattama”)! Lord Ram saw him 
approaching from a distance (36) and asked about his meeting with Janki (Sita). Then 
Hanuman cheerfully told him everything as it had happened (37). 


qa: q maa Geass: | eee Yous stat rr at sci 
ang ener wares wem | fea: faa: ad: AA À: 1139 11 


tatah sa raghavascapi samastairvanarairvrtah | 
dasamyam Suklapaksasya $ravane masi niryayau 113811 
vadhartham raksasendrasya ravanasya mahamate | 
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sthitah parivrtah sarvaih sasainyairvanararsabhaih 113911 


Then on the 10th day of the bright lunar fortnight in the Hindu month of Shrawan 
(roughly late July-early August), Lord Sri Ram made his departure (for Lanka) along 
with all other monkeys (38). 

Oh the wise one (Narad; “mahamate’”)! Lord Ram, together with the 
excellent and brave monkey army, pitched camp on the shore of the ocean with the 
objective of slaying Ravana, the king of demons (as promised by Lord Vishnu to the 
gods earlier!) (39). 


[Note—'Refer: ‘Devi Puran Mahabhagwat Ramayan’, Canto 36, verse nos. 48-55.] 
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etasminnaiva kale tu ravano raksasadhipah | 

ahüya mantrinah sarvanmantraya samupavisat 114011 
tatrovaca mahabuddhih sarvamantravidam varah | 
vibhisano dasasyam tu varayan sarvato rane 114111 


Meanwhile, Ravana called all his ministers to a meeting to discuss the matter (which 
by now had assumed a grave proportion and a serious dimension) (40). 

There, Vibhishan—who was an expert in the laws of proper conduct, 
propriety, probity and good behaviour, and was also very wise, sagacious, prudent and 
intelligent (mahabuddhih sarvamantravidam varah)—tried all the methods he 
could think of to dissuade the 10-headed one (Ravana) from going to war (which 
would be ruinous for the whole of the demon race) (41). 


Olea cmn WE: We THAT WRIST d Peace WaT: md STETA 121! 
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sitam tyaktum muhuh praha raghavasya parakramam | 
tacchrutva ravanah kruddhastam pada'tadayanmune 114211 
tatah kruddha svayam dharmasvarupo'yam bibhisanah | 
caturbhirmantribhih prayadramacandrasya sannidhim 114311 


He (Vibhishan) described the immense glory, the majestic powers, the famed valour 
and the stupendous prowess and strength of Raghav (Lord Sri Ram), and advised him 
(Ravana) that Sita should be sent back to the Lord. 

Hearing this, Ravana became furious with anger (as he did not like the idea of 
his younger brother Vibhishan heaping praises on his arch enemy, Lord Ram). 
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Oh sage (Narad)! Ravana was so extremely annoyed with Vibhishan that he 
kicked him disgustedly (in full court) (42). 

After that, Vibhishan—who was like Dharma (the virtues of righteousness, 
probity, propriety, noble and virtuous conduct) personified (dharmasvarüpo'yam 
bibhisanah)—became very exasperated and angry himself’, and accompanied by four 
of his ministers (or advisors), he came to Lord Sri Ram Chandra (to join him and seek 
his refuge).' (43). 


[Note—'Vibhishan was advising something which would ensure that the destructive 
war could be avoided and the demon race could be saved from annihilation. It was his 
moral duty to give good advice to his elder brother Ravana even if it sounded like his 
praising Ravana's enemy. But Ravana did not like this advice as he mistook it for 
Vibhishan's cowardice and disloyalty. He accused his younger brother of treason and 
kicked him out of the court. Thus humiliated and shown the door in such a rough 
manner, Vibhishan decided that it is not good for him to stay for one more minute in 
Lanka as there was always the chance that Ravana would order his demon soldiers to 
arrest Vibhishan and throw him in a dungeon. So Vibhishan immediately took four 
trusted aides and escaped from Lanka to come and join Lord Ram's camp where he 
was cordially received by the Lord. 

This episode is narrated in great detail in (a) Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, 
Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 40—to Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes 
Doha no. 50; and (b) Adhyatma Ramayan, Lanka/Yudha Kand, Canto 2, verse nos. 1- 
46, and Canto 3, verse nos. 1-16, 34-48.] 


Section 11.3: Devi Puran Mahabhagwat Ramayan, Canto 40, verse nos. 
1-12:- 


In this Section no. 11.3 we read briefly about the construction of the bridge across the 
mighty ocean, and the landing of Lord Ram's formidable army on the soil of Lanka. 


At Tees Sars 


fro smear qp PROMI | wed Hea ASAE SRISIS ATTA didi 
qad Tet ay | Gilad seni ore RAA 112 11 


Sri mahadeva uvaca 


vibhisanamasesena jhatva tu saranarthinam | 

sakhyam krtva mahabahurlankarajye'bhyasecayat 11111 
tatastitirsurjaladhim ramastam vanaradhipam | 
sugrivam vacanarn praha jijnasurbalavikramam 11211 
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Lord Shiva said to Narad— 'Seeing that Vibhishan has come with a sincere intention 
to seek refuge and succour with him, he (Lord Sri Ram) established a cordial and 
friendly relationship with him. 

The Lord (Sri Ram) who has strong and sturdy arms (i.e. the Lord is capable 
of protecting those who come to seek refuge with him; *mahabahu") anointed 
Vibhishan to the throne of Lanka in a symbolic way (by putting a ‘Tilak Mark" on his 
forehead after a brief formal ceremony on the shore of the ocean) (1). 

Then, with the intention of crossing the ocean, Sri Ram enquired of Sugriv 
about the potentials of his army (2). 


[Note— According to Hindu tradition, when a king is put on the throne of a kingdom 
for the first time, a ritual is held in which a ‘Mark’ is made on his forehead using a 
scented paste made of many auspicious materials such as sandalwood etc. in a formal 
ceremony. Then some consecrated water is sprinkled on his body amidst chanting of 
sacred verses. In this case the ceremony was brief, and the formality was fulfilled by 
sprinkling the water of the ocean, and the Tilak Mark was made using a paste made 
from sand mixed with water. 

Even though it was not an elaborate ceremony but it served its purpose. Lord 
Ram in effect declared that after winning the war of Lanka, he would make Vibhishan 
its next king. This was a clever and wise act on the part of Lord Ram because now 
Vibhishan would certainly be loyal to him as he knew that his future lay in Lord Ram 
winning the war, and not otherwise, for if Ravana did not lose the war and was not 
killed, Vibhishan would have a dark future; he'd probably be killed himself or be 
imprisoned for life.] 
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sa aha bhagavamstvam tu ma cinta kartumarhasi | 
samudram Sosayisyami setum cotpatya bhüdharan 11311 
racayisye mahasindhau tena param gamisyasi | 
tacchrutva samprahrstatma ramah satyaparakramah 11411 


He (Sugriv) replied— 'Oh Lord! You must not worry in this regard. We will dry up 
(conquer or tame) the ocean by uprooting mountains and constructing a bridge across 
it. We will throw huge mountains (i.e. huge boulders and rocks as large as hills) in the 
ocean and create an artificial dam across it. We shall hammer these mountains and 
trees into place and walk across this rough structure (3). You can then easily get 
across the great ocean on top of it." 

The truly powerful and valiant Lord Sri Ram felt extremely glad when he 
heard it (4). 


Th TOR Ak apse | dd: GaSe TT PERT M 
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cakre jalanidhim ghoram svayamsvikrtabandhanam | 
tatah sugrivavacanadutpatyotpatya bhüdharan 11511 
racayamasa jaladhau setum mayasuto nalah | 

arabhya paurnamasyam tu $ravanyam munisattama 11611 
yamadvayenavai setum sagare vanararsabhah | 
babandha munisardila sarvalokasuduskaram 117 I 


Lord Ram created such a situation that the ordinarily fierce and uncompromising 
ocean had to relent and submit itself to the Lord's wishes by willingly accepting to be 
tied (or *bridged")!. 

Thereafter, on the instructions of Sugriv, huge mountains were uprooted and 
dumped in the ocean (5) by Nala, the son of Maye. Thus was created (constructed) the 
marvelous bridge. 

Oh the great sage who is the most exalted in the community of sages (i.e. 
Narad; *munisattama; munisardila”)! The construction of this fabulous bridge was 
started on the full moon day of the month of Shrawan (roughly late July-early August; 
“arabhya paurnamasyam tu $ravanyam") (6), and that great and expert monkey 
named Nala completed it in (a record period of) two Prahars (1.e. approximately 6 
hours; 1 Prahar = 3 hours) between sunrise and sunset (yamadvayenavai setum 
sagare --- babandha). 

Oh the most superior amongst sages (Narad)! This feat was impossible for 
anyone to accomplish, and even thinking of it was unimaginable in the whole world 
(sarvalokasuduskaram) (7). 


[Note— Why the ocean surrendered before Lord Ram and agreed to be tied with a 
bridge across it has been elaborately explained earlier in our Book in Chapter no. 10. 
(More specifically, refer to: (a) Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Doha no. 57—to 
Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 60; and (b) Adhyatma Ramayan, 
Lanka/Yudha Kand, Canto 3, verse nos. 60-87.}] 
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tatastu ravanah $rutva setubandham mahambudhau | 

bhayam moham ca samprapya cakampe ca muhurmuhuh 11811 
tatah parivrto ramo vanarai$ca mahabalaih | 
kotilaksairmahabahurlaksmanena samanvitah 11911 
trayodasyam tu krsnayam lankam prapa mahamate | 

vestita vanarairlanka samantadbhimavikramaih 111011 
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When Ravana heard about the taming of the ocean by the construction of the bridge 
across it, he became extremely alarmed, astonished and terrified so much so that he 
repeatedly shivered and trembled with fear (8). 

Meanwhile, surrounded by millions of monkeys and accompanied by Laxman 
(his brother) (9), Lord Ram reached Lanka on the 13th day of the waning phase of the 
moon (*trayoda$yarn tu krsnayam lankam prapa")!. 

Oh great sage! The most courageous and brave monkeys besieged Lanka from 
all the sides (10). 


[Note—'We have read in verse no. 7 herein above that the construction of the bridge 
was started on the ‘day of the full moon’, and now we read that the Lord and his army 
landed on the ‘thirteenth day after the full moon’. So it obviously means that the time 
lapse between the start of the construction of the bridge and Lord Ram actually setting 
foot on Lanka was of thirteen days. It was during this time that he worshipped Lord 
Shiva as well as the Goddess for success in his endeavour to vanquish Ravana and 
defeat the demons.] 
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jale sthale ca prakare vrksesu grhamadhyatah | 
catvaresu gopuresu vanesupavanesu ca II1111 
nasidvanarasunyam tu sthalam kirncinmahamate | 
tato yuyutsurbhagavan cintayamasa cetasa 111211 


In the water and on the land, on the ramparts, the trees and the houses, in the public 
squares, at the entrances and the gates, in the gardens, groves and forests (11) — there 
was not a single place where one could not find the monkeys (and bears)". 

Oh the wise one (Narad)! Then the Lord (i.e. Sri Ram) thought of starting the 
war (12). 


[Note—'To wit, the huge army of monkeys and bears invaded the city of Lanka and 
swamped the place, roaming around it freely. The war had yet not commenced, but 
the demons were so scared out of their wits that none dared to oppose or resist the 
monkeys who had a free run of the place. ] 


Kk k k k 2K K K 


An interesting thing is to be remarked at this point of our Story. The form of Lord 
Ram passing through the region of Kishkindha and then fighting the war of Lanka is 
known by the name of ‘Kodand Ram’. In the next section no. 11.4 we shall examine it 
closely, and see what it means and what its significance is, as well as its relationship 
with the other form of Lord Ram that is known as ‘Sarang Pani Ram’. 
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Section 11.4: 
‘Kodand Ram’ and 'Sarang Pani Ram’ 


Upon close examination of the divine Story of Lord Ram as narrated in Goswami 
Tulsidas’ classic epic ‘Ram Charit Manas’, we come across two forms of Lord Ram— 
one is known as ‘Kodand Ram’, and the other as ‘Sarang Pani Ram’. 

Both these two forms pertain to Lord Ram, but with a wee whit of subtle 
difference. These two names are assigned to the Lord by the virtue of the ‘Bow’ that 
he holds in his hand. The ‘Kodand Bow’ is the name of the bow that Lord Ram 
normally holds, while the *Sarang Bow' is the one that is held by Lord Vishnu, the 
Supreme Being, and is exclusive to him. 

The word ‘Kodand’ always refers to the bow of Lord Ram; and therefore, 
'Kodand Ram’ is that form of Lord Ram who held this bow. The word ‘Kodand’ has 
two parts—viz. Ko and Danda. While ‘Ko’ may refer to ‘who’ or ‘whom’, ‘Danda’ 
clearly means punishment or use of force to enforce a rule. 

The word 'Sarang' refers always to the bow held by Lord Vishnu, and 
therefore it follows that by saying that Lord Ram too held this bow in his hand, i.e. 
assigning the name of ‘Sarang Pani Ram’ to the Lord, it is clearly meant that Lord 
Ram is no one else but Lord Vishnu himself in his form. The word ‘Pani’ means to 
hold something in one's hand. 

It must be remembered that Lord Vishnu had promised the gods and mother 
earth that he would come down to the mortal world in the form of Lord Ram to 
eliminate the terror of the sinful Ravana and his cruel demon race who had run madly 
amok in this world, unleashing a reign of cruelty, tyranny, dread and horror all 
around, tormenting and traumatizing every single humble creature. (Refer: Ram 
Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-8 that precede Doha no. 187. 

So, Lord Ram was fulfilling this promise. In order to do it, he had to use force 
against the demons and their king Ravana, and it had to be force that not only 
matched that of the opponents, but even surpass it in its dynamics and energy so as to 
effectively overcome and neutralize it. Therefore, the bow which Lord Ram used to 
vanquish Ravana and his cruel demons was no ordinary bow; it was a special bow 
endowed with unique qualities and powers. 

Now, let us read briefly about the origin of these two bows—the Kodand and 
the Sarang. In ancient scriptures the story goes that during the legendary War of the 
Gods in some ancient time in the past, said to be the Sata-yuga, the first of the 4-era 
period of one cycle of creation and destruction of this creation according to Hindu 
mythology, a huge castor-oil tree was produced. It measured approximately 25 feet. 
Out of the stem of this tree, Vishwakarma, the chief engineer of the gods, devised the 
following ‘bows’ when asked to do so by the gods: one bow of 9 feet length for Lord 
Vishnu which was called Sarang, one bow of 7 feet length for Lord Shiva which was 
called Pinak, one bow of 5 feet length for Lord Ram which was called Kodand (or 
Kodanda), one bow of 3 feet length for Arjun of the Pandava race, and it was called 
Gandiva, and the remaining part of the tree, measuring 1 foot, was used to make the 
flute of Lord Krishna which was called Vanshi. 

Since Lord Ram was a visible manifestation in this physical world of Lord 
Vishnu, the Supreme Being, who has a cosmic form that is invisible, it follows that 
the form of the Supreme Lord as Lord Ram holding a bow was addressed by two 


1192 


interchangeable names, viz. he was called ‘Kodand Ram’ because he held the Kodand 
bow especially made for him by Vishwakarma, while at the same time he was also 
called *Sarang Pani Ram’, i.e. Lord Ram who holds the Sarang bow of Lord Vishnu in 
his hand, as this Sarang bow was specifically made for Lord Vishnu. 

To wit, the term ‘Kodand Ram’, or Lord Ram with the Kodand bow, refers to 
the human form of Lord Vishnu as Ram, while an occasional reference to the ‘Sarang 
bow’ is employed to remind the reader not to forget that Lord Ram is not an ordinary 
prince of Ayodhya, but the Supreme Lord Vishnu himself in that form. 

In fact, the term ‘Kodand Ram’ is used to indicate how fierce the Lord would 
be for those who try to disrupt peace and order in the Lord’s creation. {Refer: Ram 
Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chanda line nos. 1-2 that precede Doha no. 91.} 

This form of Lord Ram known as the ‘Kodand Ram’—1.e. Lord Ram with the 
Kodand bow—tefers to the Lord’s divine form while he was on his way through the 
wild forests to eliminate the scourge of the demons living in Lanka and led by their 
cruel king Ravana. This form is worshipped especially in the south of India, i.e. 
through the territory where Lord Ram passed en-route to Lanka; this area covered the 
ancient region known as Kishkindha, the kingdom of the monkey race, and in modern 
age it is the region covered by the states of Karnataka and Tamil Nadu. The 
inhabitants of this geographical area mentioned herein above recognized this fact that 
their land had been made holy and pure and sanctified by Lord Ram in his individual 
capacity as the Supreme Being who is free from all attachments and delusions that are 
associated with Maya—because Sita, who represented the Lord's ‘Maya’, did not 
accompany Lord Ram during this phase of Lord's life; and so Lord Ram represented 
the absolutely pure and holy form of the Supreme Being. 

During the period when he was alone and single in the forest, Lord Ram 
symbolized the Supreme Being, the Parmatma, in his purest and holiest form, a form 
that had no grossness or attachments that are normally associated with worldly 
existence. Indeed, the Lord known as ‘Kodand Ram’ was like a true ascetic, a hermit 
roaming in the forest; it was the Lord's truly holy form. Besides this fact, he was on a 
divine mission on behalf of the gods and mother earth—which was to eliminate the 
scourge of the evil demons. Hence, the Kodand Ram is the form of Lord Ram where 
the Lord is getting ready to fulfill his divine mission of eliminating the tyranny of the 
demons—the mission for which the Supreme Being, Lord Vishnu, had come down to 
earth in the human form known as Lord Ram. 

But should one forget that this form of Lord Ram is none else but Lord Vishnu 
himself in that form, and also to quell confusion and doubts about the Lord having 
two bows at the same time, something which seems impractical, it is mentioned in 
Ram Charit Manas that these two terms, i.e. the Kodand bow and the Sarang bow, are 
used synonymously and interchangeably when applied to the bow of Lord Ram at a 
point of time when he is stepping out on the battle-field to fight and deliver Ravana. 
(Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 10 and Chanda line no. 1 
that precede Doha no. 86.} 

There are other instances also that show that the two forms of Lord Ram—1.e. 
the *Kodand Ram’ and the ‘Sarang Pani Ram’—are one and the same. So we see that 
while normally Lord Ram's bow was referred to as the *Kodand bow’, but when the 
time came for the Lord to slay the two great demons, Kumbhakaran and Ravana, the 
term ‘Sarang bow’ is used for the Lord's bow. This is to indicate that it was actually 
Lord Vishnu in the form of Lord Ram who was fulfilling his words given to the gods 
and mother earth that he would himself eliminate the sinful demons. (Refer: Ram 
Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, (1) Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 68 with 
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reference to Kumbhakaran; and (ii) Chanda line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 86 with 
reference to Ravana. } 

It is important to note at this juncture that Lord Ram has always held a ‘bow’ 
in his hand, so what was so special about him during the phase of his life after Sita’s 
abduction and till her recovery at the end of the war of Lanka that he is especially 
honoured and worshipped by his devotees as a ‘Kodand Ram’? 

Well, the answer is simple and straight: this form of ‘Lord Ram holding the 
Kodand bow’ symbolizes the Lord’s determination to punish those who are sinful and 
evil by nature, and to provide protection, solace and succour to all those who rely 
upon the Lord; it is indicative of the Lord’s firm resolution not to allow evil and wild 
forces to have their way, and torment and cause trouble to those who are good, noble, 
righteous and pious. 

While Lord Ram was passing through the kingdom of Kishkindha he was not 
accompanied by Sita, as she had already been stolen away by Ravana by this time. 
Sita represented ‘Maya’, the secret power of Brahm represented by Mother Nature’s 
ability to create delusions and attachments to this world. With Sita by his side, Lord 
Ram was accompanied by this Maya; her sight would make him believe that he was a 
human being who had a wife named Sita. This interfered, no matter how subtly and 
silently, with the Lord’s divine mandate to eliminate the scourge of the demons who 
were evil, sinful, pervert and tormentors of the world and its creatures, the primary 
purpose for which Lord Vishnu had come down to earth in Lord Ram's form. But 
when the Lord was free from this encumbrance of a wife accompanying him, he was 
also freed of its attendant delusions and attachments, becoming more conscious and 
diligent towards accomplishment of his real mission in the world. 

Hence, once Lord Ram embarked on the final leg of his mission to eliminate 
the evil forces symbolized by the demons, and passed through the region of 
Kishkindha, he became famous as ‘Kodand Ram’, i.e. the Ram who holds the Kodand 
bow, ready to punish those who were vile, mischievous, evil, sinful and tormentors of 
other humble creatures of the Lord's creation. 

In this form as Kodand Ram, he is also free from *Maya', as Sita was not with 
him. The Lord is in the form of a wandering hermit, an ascetic, a sage walking 
through the forest towards his goal, towards his destination, which in the case of Lord 
Ram was to free the world from the horrors of the demons led by Ravana, to grant the 
unfortunate souls of the demons freedom from the cycle of birth and death, to help 
their souls leave their evil bodies and attain eternal liberation, deliverance, 
emancipation and salvation—all of which fits in perfectly with the concept of 
someone who is free from Maya, someone who is a true ascetic or hermit. It is 
because only such a person would be able to overcome and vanquish all the 
negativities, perversions, sins, vices and evils that are associated with this gross 
mortal world of material attractions, and at the same time aim to attain final freedom 
for his soul from the cycle of birth and death in which it had been hitherto trapped, to 
free his ‘self’, represented by his pure conscious Atma, from the fetters of his gross 
physical body, to help his Atma attain salvation and emancipation that would grant 
him eternal beatitude and bliss. 

It was a form that was truer and more nearer to Lord Ram's primary and 
essential form as the supreme Brahm, the Supreme Being and the cosmic 
Consciousness that is represented by Lord Vishnu at the macrocosmic level of 
existence. 

Hence, the *Kodand' form of Lord Ram is holy, pure and divine; it is worthy 
of worship, adoration and devotion; it is an image of an illustrious sage, an ascetic or 
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a hermit who is free from delusions and worldly attachments, one who is focused on 
the holy mission of his life rather than being distracted by any of the effects of Maya. 

Since Lord Ram traveled through the region of Kishkindha in his form known 
as ‘Kodand Ram’, he is worshipped and adored in this form in the southern regions of 
modern India, i.e. Karnataka and Tamil Nadu, that cover the geographical area known 
as the ancient kingdom of Kishkindha. 

Now, one pertinent query is this: On what occasions did Lord Ram employ the 
*Kodand bow’, and on which the ‘Sarang bow’? 

The answer is this: When Lord Ram had to eliminate the senior demons, such 
as the demon king Ravana and his brother Kumbhakaran, the Lord had employed the 
Sarang bow, and he had used his normal bow known as the Kodand bow to eliminate 
the junior demons, such as demon commanders Khar, Dushan and Subahu, as well as 
the demon army. There is ample proof of this in Ram Charit Manas where the term 
‘Sarang bow’ is used only when the Lord has stepped out to fight Kumbhakaran and 
Ravana*, while during the rest of the war a reference is made only to a ‘bow’, which 
obviously means the ‘Kodand bow’ as it was Lord Ram’s personal bow. {*Refer: 
Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, (i) Chaupai line nos. 1-2 that precede Doha no. 68— 
this is reference to Lord Ram stepping out to fight Kumbhakaran; (ii) Chaupai line no. 
10 that precedes Doha no. 86, Chanda line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 86, and Doha 
no. 96—this is reference to Lord Ram stepping out to slay Ravana. } 

The other query is also important: How, when and from whom did Lord Ram 
get these two bows? 

The answer is this: The Lord was given the 'Kodand bow' by sage 
Vishwamitra when the was accompanying the sage to his hermitage to protect his fire 
sacrifice from being defiled by the demons, and the ‘Sarang bow’ was given to him by 
sage Parashuram during the ceremony of the Lord's marriage with Sita at Janakpur. 

Briefly, the story related to these two events is as follows:- 

When Lord Ram had slayed the demoness Tadka who came to attack sage 
Vishwamitra, the sage realized the true nature of the Lord, because it was not possible 
to kill this giant demoness so easily. So in order to help Lord Ram to fulfill his 
mission of eliminating the demons and free the world of their terror, the sage gifted 
divine weapons to the Lord, and a bow is definitely an important part of a weapon 
system that was used in those times as it was the tool by which arrows could be shot 
by way of missiles that are launched to hit at the enemy. (Refer: Ram Charit Manas, 
Baal Kand, Doha no. 209.} 

The bow of Lord Vishnu, known as Sarang, on the other hand was handed 
over to Lord Ram by sage Parashuram at the venue of the Lord's marriage ceremony 
in Janakpur. It so happened that sage Parashuram was very angry when Lord Ram had 
broken the old bow of Lord Shiva, known as Pinak, to fulfill the vow of king Janak, 
Sita's father, that he would marry his daughter to anyone who could lift and break the 
bow. It was because sage Parashuram worshipped Lord Shiva, and he felt that 
breaking of the bow had insulted his deity. A heated argument followed, and inspite 
of all his threats and angry outbursts to punish Lord Ram the sage failed to even raise 
his arms against the Lord. This stunned Parashuram as he had a reputation of being 
merciless and unforgiving, and once he decided to punish someone, no one could dare 
to save his victim. So, the sage was mightily astonished at his inability to harm either 
Lord Ram or his younger brother Laxman. Surely, he thought when he calmed down a 
bit, that there must be more to Lord Ram than what meets the eye; he had a subtle 
feeling that Lord Ram was not an ordinary prince but an incarnation of Lord Vishnu. 
To test his hunch, the sage gave the Lord the ‘bow of Lord Vishnu’, i.e. the Sarang 


1195 


bow, and to his amazement he observed that this bow went on its own to Lord Ram, 
who received it easily. This miraculous event confirmed to sage Parashuram that Lord 
Ram was no one else but Lord Vishnu himself in this form. {Refer: Ram Charit 
Manas, Baal Kand, Doha no. 284 along with Chaupai line nos. 7-8 that precede it. } 


That said, let us now have a quick glance at the verses that refer to these two forms of 
the Lord’s bow—the ‘Kodand bow’ and the ‘Sarang bow’—as follows: 


(a) hac Uta Hen FT leat Hes Hot WIUIT I 90 Il 


katitata parikara kasyo nisanga. kara kOdanda kathina sarariga. 10. 


He (Lord Ram) fastened his quiver to a length of cloth tied around his waist, and held 
his formidable Kodand bow, also known as the legendary bow known as Sarang, in 
his hand (as he stepped on the battle-field to face the demon king Ravana and his 
ferocious demon army). (10) 


[Note—Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 10 that precedes 
Doha no. 86—this is reference to Lord Ram stepping out to slay Ravana. Here is 
clearly meant that the two terms ‘Sarang’ and *Kodand' refer to the same bow.] 


(b) 50. UU Hes Weg fera Tala AM MAH HAAG | g | 
MIS sf are Us UM Ass Wa Aled 3 N 2 


chanda. 


bha'e krud'dha jud'dha birud'dha raghupati trona sayaka kasamase. 1. 
kodanda dhuni ati canda suni manujada saba maruta grase. 2. 


When Lord Raghupati (Lord Ram, the Lord of Raghu's line of great kings of 
Ayodhya) became highly enraged with the enemy in the battle-field (of Lanka), the 
arrows in his quiver became restless and vied with each other to shoot forth at the 
enemy, while the fierce and hair-raising formidable twang of the Lord's Kodand bow 
instilled so much terror in the man-eating demons that they were seized with horror 
and became mortally pale with fear. 


[Note—Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chanda line nos. 1-2 that precede 
Doha no. 91. This verse shows how fierce Lord Ram would be in order to overcome 
evil and sinful creatures.] 


(c) HO. HC AT Tft enfe ITem | SL aot uer el TATA Ul 9 UI 
Tae Hibs UY MTT ST (Ru aot a aS APT ANT I R U 


caupal. 


kara saranga saji kati bhatha. ari dala dalana calé raghunatha. 1. 
prathama kinhi prabhu dhanusa tamkora. ripu dala badhira bhaya'u suni sora. 
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2. 


Arming himself with his famous bow known as ‘Sarang’ that he held in his hand, and 
a quiver full of arrows that was tied to his waist, Lord Raghunath (i.e. Lord Ram) 
went forward to tackle the enemy (Kumbhakaran) and his army. (1) 

The Lord first twanged his mighty bow so loudly that it produced a thunderous 
sound which had the effect of deafening the enemy hordes. (2) 


[Note—Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-2 that precede 
Doha no. 68—this is reference to Lord Ram stepping out to fight Kumbhakaran.] 


(d) BO. ANT Ht dax fre eigara enfe ent 1 9 1 


chanda. 
saranga kara sundara nisanga silimukhakara kati kasyo. 1. 


The Lord (Sri Ram) held the formidable Sarang bow in his hand, and he tied a quiver, 
with an inexhaustible stock of arrows, to a band of cloth wrapped around his waist. 
Both the bow and the quiver looked magnificent on the body of the Lord. 


[Note—Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chanda line no. 1 that precedes Doha 
no. 86—this is reference to Lord Ram stepping out to fight with Ravana. He has 
invoked his ‘Sarang bow’.} 


(e) Wo. xt sre er fare SEN aae | 
OT ANT Ue AT St Meet CAAT N RG N 
doha. 


sura banara dékhé bikala hamsSyo kosaladhisa. 
saji saranga eka sara hate sakala dasasisa. 96. 


[In the advanced stages of the epic war, Ravana unleashed his famed potentials of 
spreading terror and mayhem in his opponents, and uncorked the genie of his dreaded 
wrath upon them all, the monkey army on the ground as well as the gods who were 
witnessing the war and cheering the army of Lord Ram from their station in the sky. 
A fearful atmosphere of dread and horror spread in all the directions; Ravana 
employed his ability to create horrifying illusions to strike terror in the rank and file 
of his enemy by making it appear that there was not one but countless Ravanas who 
were full of wrath and vengeance running everywhere in the battle-field, all over the 
place, pouncing on the monkeys and bears on the ground, and chasing the gods in the 
sky, all simultaneously. This caused a massive stampede.] 

When Lord Ram, the Lord of Kaushal, observed this alarming situation—that 
the monkeys on the ground and the gods in the sky were very agitated and panicky 
because of Ravana's excessive aggressiveness and his use of tricks that created fearful 
illusions of countless Ravanas attacking them simultaneously from all the sides, 
spreading utter dread and terror in all directions—the Lord readied his Sarang bow 
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and shot one arrow which at once cut-off the illusion of there being so many Ravanas 
attacking the monkeys and gods, providing instant relief to them all. 

To wit, Lord Ram invoked his cosmic form of Lord Vishnu and used his 
Sarang bow to shoot an arrow that removed this illusion (of numerous Ravanas 
attacking everyone from all sides instantaneously) with a snap. This dispelled the fear 
of everyone in an instant, as suddenly only one Ravana, the original demon king, was 
left on the battle-field, while all the illusionary Ravanas vanished from sight. This 
sudden change in the situation for good led both the monkey and bear warriors on the 
battle-field and the gods in heaven rejoice and celebrate. {Ram Charit Manas, Lanka 
Kand, Doha no. 96.} 


3K K K K K K seek 


NOTE: Till now we have read that Lord Ram has crossed the ocean and landed on the 
soil of Lanka with his formidable and invincible army of brave and valiant monkeys 
and bears. The Lord had pitched his camp on Mt. Subel. 


The next part of this fabulous Story is continued below: 


Part 4 


Introduction: 


In Part 4 of this Book, we read about the following episodes:- 


(A) Prelude to the Sacking of Lanka: This is divided into two Chapters as follows— 


Chapter 12: Ravana’s wife Mandodari’s many attempts to avoid the war by trying to 
make her husband abandon his stubbornness, heed sane advice and come to terms 
with reality. This Chapter further has the following Sections— 

Section 11.1 Ram Charit Manas 

Section 11.2 Adhyatma Ramayan 

Section 11.3 Geetawali Ramayan 

Section 11.4 Kavitawali Ramayan 


Chapter 13: War Parleys in both the camps of Lord Ram and Ravana; Lord Ram 
sends Angad as an Emissary of Peace to avoid the Destructive War. This Chapter has 
the following Sections— 

Section 12.1 Ram Charit Manas 

Section 12.2 Adhyatma Ramayan 

Section 12.3 Geetawali Ramayan 

Section 12.4 Kavitawali Ramayan 
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(B) The War Begins: The Attack by Lord Ram’s Forces and the Horrors of War; The 
Sack of Lanka; Death of Kumbhakaran and Meghanad; Battle with Ravana and His 
Death. These episodes are narrated in the following five Chapters— 


Chapter 14: The Attack by Lord Ram’s Forces; The Horrifying and Blood-Curdling 
War between the Demons and the Army of Monkeys and Bears; The Sack of Lanka 
and the Ravages of War. This Chapter has the following Sections— 

Section 14.1 Ram Charit Manas 

Section 14.2 Adhyatma Ramayan 

Section 14.3 Geetawali Ramayan 

Section 14.4 Kavitawali Ramayan 


Chapter 15: Laxman’s fainting during the battle. This Chapter has the following 
Sections— 

Section 14.1 Ram Charit Manas 

Section 14.2 Adhyatma Ramayan 

Section 14.3 Geetawali Ramayan 

Section 14.4 Kavitawali Ramayan 


Chapter 16: Battle with Kumbhakaran and His Death. This Chapter has the following 
Sections— 

Section 16.1 Ram Charit Manas 

Section 16.2 Adhyatma Ramayan 


Chapter 17: Battle with Meghnad and His Death. This Chapter has the following 
Sections— 

Section 17.1 Ram Charit Manas 

Section 17.2 Adhyatma Ramayan 


Chapter 18: The Final Battle with Ravana and His Death. This Chapter has the 
following Sections— 

Section 18.1 Ram Charit Manas 

Section 18.2 Adhyatma Ramayan 


Now, let us commence reading. 
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Prelude to the Sacking of Lanka 


Chapter 12 


Ravana’s wife Mandodari’s many attempts to avoid the war by trying to 
make her husband abandon his stubbornness, heed sane advice and come 
to terms with reality. 


Ravana’s faithful wife named Mandodari was totally confounded and aghast at her 
husband’s negative attitude, his stubbornness and his reckless actions. Why, she 
wondered, was he being so arrogant and unrelenting inspite of being warned 
repeatedly about the perils and the disastrous consequences of his wildness? Why 
can’t he read the so-called writing on the wall symbolized by so many is clear and 
unambiguous signs which all point to complete ruin and calamitous end that stares in 
his face like the dark clouds of dooms-day destruction looming menacingly on the 
horizon of Lanka? Couldn’t he see what is certainly coming after Hanuman had burnt 
the city of Lanka right under his nose? Why doesn’t he realize the gravity of the 
situation and comes to term with reality? 

Therefore, Mandodari berated Ravana and made several attempts to try to 
persuade him to end his bellicose behaviour and hostility towards Lord Ram, and 
instead make peace with him. She tried her best to dissuade him from being 
instrumental in the annihilation of the demon race. 

She had made four attempts in all. The first such attempt was made after 
Hanuman had burned Lanka and killed Akshayakumar (prounced as “Akshay 
Kumar") with his army. We have already read it in our Book in the previous Chapter 
no. 9, section no. 9.1. {Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 4 
that precedes Doha no. 36—to Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 37. 

Her other three attempts to diffuse the situation and avoid the bloody war were 
made after Lord Ram and his formidable army of ferocious monkey and bear warriors 
have finally landed on the soil of Lanka. The first of these three attempts was made 
immediately after this news arrived. {Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, 
Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 6—to Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes 
Doha no. 8.} 

The second such attempt was made soon thereafter, after Ravana’s crown and 
other paraphernalia of kinghood of the demon race were made to fall by an arrow shot 
by Lord Ram from his camp on Mt. Subel. The Lord had shot them to warn Ravana 
that it was still time to make amends. {Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, 
Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes Doha no. 14—to Doha no. 16 along with Chaupai 
line nos. 1-8 that precede it.} 

The third and the final attempt by Mandodari was after Lord Ram’s emissary 
Angad had rebuked and humiliated Ravana in full court. Angad too had tried his best 
to persuade Ravana to give Sita back to Lord Ram and avoid a calamitous war, but the 
demon king wouldn’t listen. After Angad had left, warning Ravana that Death seems 
to be hungry and wished to devour him which seems to be the apparent reason why he 
is not listening to anybody, Mandodari was filled with consternation, felt sore affright, 
and was extremely worried about the fate of her husband. So she made another 
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attempt to persuade Ravana to abandon his madness and make peace with Lord Ram 
by sending his wife Sita back to him to end the confrontation. {Refer: Ram Charit 
Manas, Lanka Kand, Doha no. 35 (b)—to Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 
38.) 

But Mandodari's all attempts failed. She finally realized that it was the fiat of 
fate and the writ of destiny that the end of her husband had finally arrived, and so 
therefore it was futile to make him change his mind. So she gave up. 

In the following Section nos. 12.1.1—12.1.3 we shall read how Mandodari 
tried to persuade Ravana to end his confrontational attitude towards Lord Ram and 
make peace with him on three occasions. 

Even a causal reading of these verses would make it abundantly clear that 
Mandodari had lavishly praised Lord Ram in front of her husband. To praise someone 
who is her husband's enemy, and that too on her husband's face without fearing for 
her life, and without inviting severe punishment for her audacity to do so, shows how 
much Ravana loved her and how much secretly he knew that she was speaking the 
truth. He appreciated this quality in her—that she could muster courage to tell him 
what was in his best of interests even if the truth was unpalatable and unpleasant to 
hear for him. An ordinary husband would have taken his wife to severe task for 
praising another person before him, but not Ravana. It once again proves that though 
on the outside Ravana appeared to be a wild and an intolerant person, but internally he 
was very compromising and understanding. 

He knew that his life had been spent in wickedness, so if a chance came by 
which his soul could be freed from his evil body and attain deliverance he must grab it 
with both hands. And this chance has now come, for now he would be killed by Lord 
Ram whom he had rightly guessed to be an incarnation of the Supreme Being. So he 
determined in his heart and mind that he would not budge an inch from his 
determination to get killed by Lord Ram. Say, what more honourable death can a 
brave warrior have than to die in the battle-field without showing his back to his 
enemy? Why then should Ravana surrender? 

The conversation between Mandodari and Ravana can be interpreted in 
another way also. Mandodari espouses the path of Bhakti (devotion); this is the reason 
why she insists her husband Ravana to surrender before Lord Ram, whom she knows 
to be a manifestation of the Supreme Being, and worship the Lord. She is of the view 
that by doing this her husband, who has led a life so pervert and full of sinfulness that 
all chances of him ever finding rest for his soul are beyond his reach, would at last 
now be easily able to attain eternal peace and happiness by surrendering to Lord Ram 
and worshipping him. This simple method would enable him to find deliverance, 
emancipation and salvation for himself and his soul. He ought to be thankful to Lord 
Ram that he has taken the trouble to come to his very doorstep to provide him an 
opportunity to find beatitude and felicity for his soul. This in essence is Mandodari's 
view. 

Ravana too knows fully well that Lord Ram is a manifestation of Lord Vishnu, 
and surely not a human being. He is of the view that the only way his soul—which is 
trapped inside his sinful body of a demon, a body which has become so thick and 
hardened with layers and layers of accumulated sins, pervert practices and evil deeds 
done over a long period of time that it has made very hard for his soul to break free 
from inside it—can find its liberation and deliverance only when this body is killed, 
or should we say it 1s ruptured or slit into two or perforated by being cut or pierced by 
Lord Ram's arrows. When that happens, the soul would be able to move out of the 
body, and escape from the trap to find its freedom. 
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In this scenario, his soul, better known as the Atma which is pure 
consciousness and a living being’s ‘true self’, would be able to find eternity by 
merging with the supreme Soul or the supreme Atma known as the Parmatma which 
is represented by Lord Ram. Ravana’s wishes were fulfilled because at the time of 
death his Atma emerged from his body, which was perforated by a hail of arrows shot 
by Lord Ram, and entered the holy body of the Lord, symbolizing the merger of the 
individual’s soul, a person’s Atma, with the cosmic Soul or the supreme Atma that is 
known as the ‘Parmatma’ represented by Lord Ram. This is the ultimate exalted 
destiny of the Atma, a destiny known as ‘Moksha’, as it grants eternity and beatitude 
to the Atma which is henceforth freed from the cycle of transmigration. 

So in brief we can say that Ravana’s approach was based on ‘Gyan’, a path 
which implies truthful knowledge and enlightenment that comes with a thorough 
understanding of the philosophy of the Upanishads and their metaphysical teachings 
regarding an Atma and what its ultimate destiny is, what true liberation and 
deliverance implies, and how a soul can find its eternal peace, bliss, beatitude and 
felicity. 

To wit, whereas Mandodari prefers the path of ‘Bhakti’, Ravana likes to 
follow the path of ‘Gyan’. 


Section 12.1: Ram Charit Manas 


This Section no. 12.1 is divided into three Sub-sections to narrate Mandodari’s 
pleadings with Ravana: 

(1) Sub-section 12.1.1 = Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 
that precedes Doha no. 6—to Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 8. 

(11) Sub-section 12.1.2 = Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 3 
that precedes Doha no. 14—to Doha no. 16 along with Chaupai line nos. 1-8 that 
precede it. 

(iii) Sub-section 12.1.3 = Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Doha no. 35 (b)— 
to Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 38. 


(i) Sub-section 12.1.1 = Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line 
no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 6—to Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha 
no. 8:- 


"do. Fra fae ferent sent | faefa rera Te ah va dH ut eu 
Herat Gat wey strat plone urenfer serait 2 u 


caupat. 


nija bikalata bicari bahort. bihamsi gaya'u grha kari bhaya bhort. 1. 
mandodarim sun'yo prabhu ayo. kautukahim pathodhi bamdhayo. 2. 


[We have read earlier, at the end of Chapter 10, section 10.1.2, that Ravana was 
utterly confounded and extremely worried when he came to know of Lord Ram 
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landing on the soil of Lanka with his huge and formidable army of brave and fearless 
monkey-and-bear warriors. This news took him by surprise as he had not dreamt 
about it even in his wildest of dreams that it was ever possible for anyone to cross the 
mighty ocean. 

As his secret fear of annihilation and complete destruction reared its ghostly 
and dreaded head inside his heart, leaving Ravana shaken to the core, he decided to 
retire from the court to take a break to recover from this initial shock. So he went to 
his royal palace to regain his composure. There he was confronted by his wife 
Mandodari who was equally shaken and worried. She had taken a decision that she 
would try her level best to make her husband see reason and come to terms with 
ground realities, instead of dreaming of living in a fool’s paradise where everything 
was honey and sweet. All was not lost till this point of time, and now there was still a 
chance of controlling the damage without much further loss. Though time was 
running out but still it was not too late. 

Therefore, when Ravana entered his royal chamber to recover his wits and get 
some time to reflect, Mandodari approached him with an urgent appeal to abandon a 
confrontational attitude with Lord Ram as there was no match between the Lord and 
her husband Ravana. To engage in a destructive war that loomed on the horizon was 
not at all justified on the part of her husband, especially when the fault was not of 
Lord Ram but entirely of Ravana himself. She advised her husband to return Sita to 
her husband, Lord Ram, as this simple action of his would not only save the entire 
demon clan from annihilation but would give him immense good fame as well. 

But unfortunately, the fiat of Fate and the writ of Destiny wished something 
different for the demon race, and so Ravana, under the influence of these two 
powerful forces of creation, was so much deluded and made so stubborn that he 
refused to relent and budge from his position. ] 


When Ravana felt that he was feeling very restless, he dismissed the court, smiled as 
if to dispel his worries (and hide his embarrassment), and then retired to his palace. 


(1) 


Meanwhile, Mandodari (Ravana’s wife) heard the news' that Lord Ram has finally 
arrived by tying or bridging the ocean as it was a mere sport for him. [To wit, Lord 
Ram had no difficulty in getting a bridge across the ocean constructed. It was almost 
like a sporting activity for him, requiring no great effort.] (2) 


[Note— How did Mandodari hear the news? Well, the queens had their own loyal 
spies and confidantes who would keep her updated about the goings-on in the 
kingdom. Mandodari too had her own network of faithful spies and messengers who 
would keep her informed of all the developments in and around Lanka—apropos: 
Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 36.] 


wn ufafe sre Prt amd peret wen rer smit usu 
et UI fue stacy tor ag sen fus aha enr t v t 


kara gahi patihi bhavana nija ani. boli parama manohara bani. 3. 
carana na'i siru ancalu ropa. sunahu bacana piya parihari kopa. 4. 
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She received her husband at the gate of the palace, and holding his hands she brought 
him inside her own palace, speaking to him sweetly and in a polite way. (3) 


Once inside, she respectfully bowed her head at his feet, and then spreading the end of 
her garment before him in a symbolic gesture of submission and as a token of her 
expecting him to fulfill her wishes, she pleaded, ‘My dear husband! Please listen to 
my words without getting angry at me. [My Lord, abandon your anger and listen to 
what I have to say. It is for your own good, as well as mine. | (4) 


ma FAS HIT TED A ata act Alena flier SST GT & 
Gate wautate stat er | ey Getta ferences STAT S N 


natha bayaru kije tahi som. budhi bala saki'a jiti jaht som. 5. 
tumhahi raghupatihi antara kaisa. khalu khadyota dinakarahi jaisa. 6. 


Oh Lord, one should be hostile towards and make an enemy with only such a person 
with whom one is very sure to win by the virtue of one's superior intellect as well as 
far better strength and abilities’. (5) 


Verily, the difference between you and Raghupati (Lord Ram, the Lord of the Raghu 
line of kings of Ayodhya) is akin to the difference between a glow-worm and the sun’. 


(6) 


[Note—'To wit, it is an established maxim that one should be sure of his own strength 
and abilities, of one's own strengths and weaknesses before creating animosity with 
another person. Otherwise, it is a stupid thing for one to create hostility with someone 
who may later on prove to be a hard nut to crack and more than a match for the 
former. A careless action of dare devilry often leads to an embarrassing situation and 
loss of face, if not outright defeat and loss of whatever prestige and dignity that one 
possesses. 

Two virtues are mentioned by Mandodari here—‘intellect or intelligence’ and 
'strength and power'. These two qualities are needed to vanquish one's opponent and 
win a war. An intelligent and wise commander who has a strong and powerful army 
can easily out-manoeuvre the enemy and defeat him even if the latter is superior in 
terms of number of soldiers. 

These qualities—of intelligence and wisdom on the one hand, and strength, 
power, skill and ability on the other hand—are essential to achieve success in an 
endeavour. Sursa, the mother of the serpents, who was sent by the gods to test 
Hanuman on these parameters while he was on his way to Lanka to search for Sita, 
also declared that since Hanuman did have these virtues he would definitely succeed 
in his mission—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Doha no. 2. 

Later on when Hanuman met Sita and wished to eat fruits from the trees in the 
Ashok garden because he was feeling very hungry, Sita too let him do so because she 
decided he is highly intelligent and strong enough to cope with any eventuality and 
protect himself—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Doha no. 17. 


*Here, Mandodari compares Lord Ram to the bright sun and her husband Ravana to 
the glow-worm. Just like the dim light of the glow-worm fades in comparison to the 
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brilliant light of the sun, all the strength, powers, glories and virtues of Ravana taken 
together are dimmed when weighed against those of Lord Ram. 

It ought to be noted here that the same analogy of a glow-worm vis-a-vis the 
sun to compare Ravana with Lord Ram was used by Sita when she rebuked the demon 
king for his attempt to force her to submission—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar 
Kand, Doha no. 9. It should also be noted that at that time Ravana had become furious 
with Sita, but when Mandodari now chides him with the same example he remained 
restrained. It is because he loved Mandodari dearly and knew that what she was 
saying was out of her concern for his own safety, while in the case of Sita it was a 
rebuke from a captive and an enemy’s wife, which was unacceptable. 

Another reason is that here Ravana and Mandodari are alone, while when he 
was talking to Sita in the Ashok grove there were so many demons and demonesses in 
attendance, a situation which made him furious because he felt that he was being 
insulted publicly in front of his own subordinates. ] 


sifeerer ny Hey lS A | Here fefe PAN i 9 t 
wie ofa aff Gees ANT 1 Gils aS ees Ufz RTI 


atibala madhu kaitabha jehim mare. mahabira ditisuta sanghare. 7. 
jehim bali bamdhi sahasabhuja mara. so'i avatare'u harana mahi bhara. 8. 


He (Lord Ram in his primary form as Lord Vishnu, the 2™ of the Trinity Gods and the 
protector and sustainer of creation; the cosmic form of the Supreme Being) is the one 
who had slayed the most powerful and strong demons named Madhu and Kaitav!, as 
well as the great warriors who were the sons of Diti (i.e. the two demon brothers 
Hiranyakashipu? and Hiranyaksha?). (7) 


He who had tied the legendary king of demons named Bali*, and had slayed 
Sahastrabahu’, he is the Lord who has now manifested himself as Lord Ram. 

[To wit, my dear husband, be wary of Lord Ram. He is the same Lord who 
had killed so many powerful demons as listed here, demons who had considered 
themselves virtually invincible and un-conquerable during their time. They were all 
like you, may be stronger and more powerful. But they stood no chance against Lord 
Vishnu. So mind you—there is an alarm bell ringing and you ought to wake up before 
it's too late for you.] (8) 


[Note—'Madhu and Kaitav—According to the legendary story as narrated in 
Markandey Puran, the Vedas had been stolen by two demons named Madhu and 
Kaitav who had hidden them in the eastern ocean. Lord Vishnu had assumed the form 
of Hayagriva to kill them and restore the Vedas. 

The legend about the birth of these two demons Madhu and Kaitav is that at 
the time Brahma the creator emerged atop a thousand-petal lotus that sprouted from 
the navel of Lord Vishnu, the Viraat Purush, two drops of water symbolising the two 
Gunas (qualities) of Raja and Tama (the medium and the lowest type of qualities) 
were present on one of the petals on which Brahma sat. Madhu was born from the 
drop of Raja Guna, and Kaitav from the drop of water representing Tama Guna. 


1205 


Once they went up to the heaven and saw the Vedas in all their glorious form 
placed alongside Brahma who was engaged in the process of creation. The duo 
immediately stole the Vedas and hid them under the water of the eastern ocean. 
Brahma was confounded and requested Lord Vishnu to retrieve them as the Vedas 
were the former’s eyes as they contained all the knowledge needed for all the aspects 
of creation. So Vishnu appeared as a deity with a head of a horse—i.e. as Hayagriva. 
The heaven was his head, the rays of the Sun were his glistening hairs, the sky and the 
underworld were his ears, the earth was his forehead, the river Ganges and Saraswati 
were the two halves of his chest, the oceans were his thighs, the Sun and the Moon 
were his eyes, dusk was his nostril, OM was his ornament, electric was his tongue, the 
Pittars (Spirits of dead ancestors) were his teeth, the Brahma Loka was his lip, and 
Kalratri (the night of the doomsday) was his neck. 

The Lord entered the ocean and went to the ocean bed, the nether world called 
the ‘Patal Loka’. There, he began to neigh melodiously, singing the hymns of the Sam 
Veda. The two demons were so enchanted by this singing that they came out to hear 
it. Lord Hayagriva got an opportunity and he immediately took the Vedas and gave 
them to Brahma. After their restoration, he went back to the ocean and lived there for 
some time. 

When the demons reached the place from where they had heard the sweet 
singing emanating, they found no one. So they got suspicious and rushed back to 
where they had concealed the Vedas to find them missing. Then they began frantically 
to search for the Vedas as well as the miscreant who removed the scriptures from the 
hiding place. They reached the surface of the ocean and found Lord Vishnu peacefully 
reclined on the bedstead of the celestial serpent named Sheshnath. They assumed that 
certainly the Lord was the one who had taken away the Vedas. They shouted and 
caused so much raucous that Lord Vishnu woke up from his cosmic sleep, and then 
there ensued a battle between the Lord and the demons which lasted for five thousand 
years. 

Pleased by their valour and ardour, Vishnu asked them to request for a grant of 
a boon. The haughty demons retorted and sneered at the Lord, asking the latter to ask 
for a boon instead. The Lord asked that they be killed at his hands. [Markandey Puran, 
81/74.] Taken aback, the demons said that they were also entitled for a boon as 
promised by the Lord himself. The Lord granted them permission to ask, and they 
requested that they be killed at a place where the earth was not submerged in water. 
[Markandey Puran, 81/76.] Vishnu immediately spread his thighs on the surface of the 
ocean, and deluded by the Lord's Maya the demons thought that dry earth has 
emerged from the ocean. Aside of this, they also found in this happening a chance of 
their own salvation and so willingly put their heads on it. Vishnu invoked his 
Sudarshan Chakra (the sharp weapon of Vishnu which is like a circular saw) to chop 
off their heads. This episode is described in detail in the Markandey Puran, Chapter 
81. 

Perhaps this episode describes how the continents and islands came into being 
during the process of creation. 

A slight variant of the above narration is available in the Mahabharat, Van 
Parva, Canto no. 203. According to it, the demons Madhu and Kaitav went to the 
Kshir Sagar, the celestial ocean of milk where Lord Vishnu was reclining on the 
coiled body of Seshnath, some time after Brahma, the creator of the physical world 
and the Vedas, was born atop a divine lotus that emerged from Lord Vishnu's navel. 
These two demons began to terrorize Brahma. The scared Brahma shook the stem of 
the lotus violently, and this stirred up Lord Vishnu from his sleep. The Lord saw the 
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two great demons and was very impressed by them and their valour. Lord Vishnu 
asked the two demons to request for a boon which will be granted to them. The two 
demons were very haughty, and they sneered at Vishnu, saying that the latter should 
ask for a boon instead. They will grant Vishnu anything he wants. 

Vishnu was extremely annoyed and taken aback at their temerity and 
arrogance. So he said that he wished to kill them—this is the boon he wants to be 
granted. The two demons replied that though they do not like giving this boon as this 
means their death, but they are true to their words, so Lord Vishnu could go ahead and 
kill them. But since Vishnu had asked them for a boon first, they also had a right to be 
granted what they wished. The first boon they wanted to be granted to them was that 
must die at a place where there is no water, and the second boon was that they wished 
to become sons of the Lord. So Lord Vishnu spread his thighs on which he placed the 
two demons and cut off their heads with his circular weapon known as the Sudarshan 
Chakra. 

According to the version in Devi Bhagwat, 1/4/9, these two demons were 
killed at the intervention of goddess Mahakaali, the divine Mother and the cosmic 
force that brings an end to this creation. She was invoked by Brahma when the 
demons began terrorizing him. She woke Vishnu from his deep sleep of meditation, 
and when even Vishnu couldn’t kill these demons after a vicious battle, the goddess 
Mahakali used her powers of delusions to help Vishnu slay them. 

There is another demon by the name of Madhu. He was himself the son of 
demoness Lolaa, and the father of the demon Lavanaasur. This Madhu was a great 
devotee of Lord Shiva and had obtained a powerful Trident from the Lord with the 
condition that it would not be used to attack the gods or harm (injure and kill) 
anybody in this world. He built a city named Madhupura and ruled from there. His 
queen was called Khumbhinasi. 

When his son Lavanaasur began transgressing the laws of Dharma (righteous 
conduct), he became extremely disgusted so much so that he went away to do Tapa 
(austerities and penances). After his going away, Lavanaasur became very cruel and 
tyrannical. Ultimately, he was killed by Shatrughan, the younger brother of Lord 
Ram. 


*Lord Vishnu had assumed the form of “Narsingh or Nirsingh’ (half-lion and half- 
man) to slay the demon Hiranyakashipu who had been tormenting Prahalad, his son, 
because the latter worshipped and had devotion for Lord Vishnu whom the demon 
loathed. After having killed the demon, Nrisingh started roaming in the forests, 
striking terror in the hearts of all the creatures. It was then that Shiva, the universal 
Lord who has been honoured with the epithet of *Mahadev' as he is the greatest and 
supreme God, had assumed the form of Sharav, the killer, and liberated Vishnu from 
the body of Nrisingh. [Refer Sharav Upanishad of Atharva Veda, verse no. 8.] Thus 
liberated, Vishnu had thanked him a lot (refer Sharav Upanishad of Atharva Veda, 
verse no. 19) and went to his divine abode called Vaikunth. So this ferocious form of 
Shiva known as Sharav was also called ‘Rudra’, the angry and ferocious form of the 
Lord. One can imagine the fight that might have raged between Nrisingh and Rudra, 
and obviously Rudra must have been more ferocious than Nrisingh in order to subdue 
the latter. 

This ‘half lion and half man’ form of the Lord is a visible image that has a 
cosmic counterpart as the *half man and half female' manifestation of the Lord that 1s 
known as 'Ardha-Narishwar'. This cosmic form of Brahm as Ardha-Narishwar has 
two components—the right half is depicted in iconography as being a male 
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representing Shiva, the great God, the other half is female representing his divine 
Shakti known as Parvati or Uma. This Shakti represents the dynamic energy of Shiva. 
When this applies to Brahm, the male aspect refers to the Supreme Being himself 
while the female aspect applies to Maya which is the dynamic power that Brahm 
employed to initiate this magical creation. This depiction is basically envisioned to 
drive home the point that Brahm and Shakti are inseparable in the context of the 
creation of the world. This elementary method of reproduction is known as ‘asexual 
reproduction’ and is depicted by many asexual plants and animals even today. For 
instance, the one-celled amoeba reproduces itself by cleavage. On the other hand, if 
we were to regard Brahm in its purest form as the cosmic Consciousness, then Brahm 
would not need the other half of the Maya, and would only be one and universal entity 
which has no definite and describable form and shape, it has no characteristic 
features, attributes and qualities. This form of the sublime and most subtle Brahm is 
known as either the Hiranyagarbha or the Viraat Purush depending upon the level of 
subtlety and grossness which is assigned to it, the former being more subtle than the 
latter. 

The ‘lion’ part is a metaphor for the grand qualities of unmatched authority, 
stupendous strength, physical prowess and complete and unchallenged sway over the 
entire domain of creation just like a lion has over the forest and its inhabitant wild 
animals. This term is symbolic of the inherent stupendous might of the supreme 
Brahm as the unquestioned and powerful Lord of this forest-like world inhabited by 
myriad varieties of living beings, called the Jivas, just like a dense forest infested by 
wild animals. Similarly, the ‘man’ part symbolizes the fact that Brahm is the most 
highly placed Lord much like a human being who represents the highest level in the 
ladder of evolution. 

In other words, even as the lion is the unquestioned lord of the wilds and the 
man is of all the living beings, the supreme transcendental Brahm is the unquestioned 
Lord of all that exists with all its variations in this creation, whether in its primary 
form represented by the wild and primitive animals of the jungle or in its more 
evolved and developed form represented by the man, with all the other stages of 
creation included in between these two. 

Lord Nrisingh is the fourth incarnation of the Supreme Being who had taken 
various forms to ward off and overcome evil forces in creation when they become 
ascendant and overcame the good and the righteous. The Lord did this to maintain 
order in the creation which is like his offspring. 

So when one of his great devotees known as Prahalaad was being extremely 
tormented by his own father, the demon Hiranyakashipu, the Lord appeared as 
Nrisingh—or as a half lion and half man form—from the pillar to which the innocent 
lad was tied by the demon to prove to him the omnipresence and all-pervading form 
of the Supreme Being. Nrisingh is a personification of the grand virtues of dynamism, 
power, energy, valour and strength, and hence is worshipped by warriors and rulers in 
general. The Mantra of this Lord is believed to be very powerful and effective against 
enemies and opponents. 

Tulsidas has narrated this incident in his book “Kavitawali”, Uttar Kand, verse 
no. 128 which says— 

“The demon Hiranyakashipu drew his sword to kill Prahalad (his son), but 
though the former had no mercy in his heart, the latter did not run away seeing his 
father who resembled the terrible God of death in a personified form. And when he 
challenged Prahalad saying, ‘Tell me where your Ram is?’ The son replied, 
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‘Everywhere!’ At this, the father asked him, ‘Is he present in this stone pillar as well?’ 
Then Prahalad replied, * Yes, sure!’. 

Hearing his earnest conviction and urgent call, Lord Narsingh manifested 
immediately, destroyed Prahalad’s enemy (his father), and became ferociously angry. 
Then, it was only after Prahalad prayed to him that he calmed down. 


*Hiranyaksha—He was slayed by Lord Vishnu in his incarnation as the Boar. It is the 
third incarnation of Vishnu in which he killed the demon Hiranyaksha and lifted the 
earth from the flood water where it had vanished. According to some versions, this 
demon had hidden the earth in the bowls of the ocean. This extrication and 
resurrection of the earth is a symbolic way of saying that the Lord saves the creation 
from being submerged in the vast ocean of sins and evil. An Upanishad preached by 
Lord Varaaha appears in the Krishna Yajur Veda tradition as its 30" Upanishad. The 
female aspect of Varaaha is known as Goddess Vaaraahi. 


“The demon king Bali— The story of king Bali appears in Srimad Bhagwat, 8/15-23. 
It relates to the Vaaman (dwarf mendicant) incarnation of Lord Vishnu. This is the 
fifth incarnation of Vishnu. Bali was a grandson of Prahalad for whom Vishnu had 
incarnated as Nrisingh (half men and half lion) earlier. 

King Bali was very righteous and powerful; he chased away Indra, the 
promiscuous and lustful king of Gods, from the throne of heaven, and conquered it. 
He performed a thousand Ashwamedha Yagya (horse sacrifice) during the course of 
which he had conquered the entire world and deprived Indra, the king of Gods who 
ruled over the heavens, of his heavenly powers. Aditi, the mother of Gods, was 
peeved, and she requested her husband, sage Kashyap, to find a way out. Kashyap 
advised her to pray to Lord Vishnu. Aditi did severe penance for twelve days at the 
end of which Vishnu appeared before her and asked how he could help her. When 
Aditi told him the problem, Vishnu promised that he will take birth as her son in the 
form of a ‘Vaaman’ (a dwarf Brahmin) and retrieve the earth and the kingdom of 
heaven from Bali’s dominion. 

Once he heard that king Bali was performing a great fire sacrifice, something 
Bali used to do routinely, and during which he had declared that he will give anything 
asked for, again something for which he was renowned. This religious sacrifice was 
being conducted on the banks of river Narmada. Seizing this opportunity, Vishnu in 
the form of a Vaaman approached Bali who welcomed him and paid his due respects. 
Then Bali asked Vaaman to ask for some gift or donation as this was the traditional 
practice during such great religious sacrifices. Vaaman was waiting for this chance. 
First he made Bali repeat his vows in public, and then asked for land measuring his 
three steps. 

Bali was dumbfounded—he wondered at the inconsequential dimension of the 
land covered by three tiny steps of this dwarf! Bali requested Vishnu to ask for 
something more, but Vishnu was adamant. Bali’s priest, sage Shukracharya, knew 
that this dwarf was no one else but Vishnu, and so he tried to persuade Bali to abstain 
from making such commitment off-hand, because he will lose his entire kingdom. But 
Bali refused, saying that being the grandson of Prahalad, he cannot rescind on his 
words that he will give this Brahmin dwarf whatever he asks, even if it means 
sufferance. 

Shukracharya was annoyed at this disobedience, but Vishnu was extremely 
pleased, and the Lord decided that after fulfilling the promise made to the Gods he 
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will instantly reward Bali in ample terms, and will himself serve him! What a 
wonderful grace Vishnu shows. 

So it happened that Vishnu, in the form of Vaaman, assumed a colossal form 
of cosmic proportions. The Lord measured the entire earth that Bali ruled in his first 
step. In the second step Vishnu measured the whole heaven. Nothing was left for the 
third step—so Bali offered his head! Vishnu was extremely pleased, and being the 
Lord of the world, he decided that since Bali has offered his own self to him like a 
faithful devotee, he will fully reward him. Hence, Vishnu blessed Bali that he will go 
down in history as the greatest donor and righteous of all times, that he will become 
Indra, the king of Gods, and rule over the heavens during the celestial era known as 
Saawarni Manvantar, that till that time he shall become the king of the nether world 
where demons would live, and to add icing to the cake the Lord declared that he 
himself will become his gatekeeper, and anybody who dared oppose him would be 
punished by the Lord himself! 


?Sahasbahu— The story of *Sahastra-baahu' in brief is as follows—There was once a 
thousand-armed Kshatriya (warrior class) king known as ‘Sahastraarjun’ or ‘Arjun 
with a thousand hands’. He was the son of king Kritvirya whose kingdom was known 
as Anup; its capital city was known as Maahismati and it was situated on the southern 
bank of river Narmada. 

In his early life he was a very righteous and conscientious person, a man of 
upright thoughts and noble conduct. After the death of his father when the court 
ministers wished to anoint him on the throne of the kingdom, he refused, saying: 
‘Kingdom leads a king to hell if he cannot live upto the expectations of his subjects 
and rule according to the principles of Dharma (righteousness and probity). The main 
source of income of a king is ‘tax collected from his subjects’, but if this tax is 
collected in an improper way, and if it is not utilized for the welfare of the subjects of 
the kingdom in accordance with the principles of Dharma which say that the main use 
of state revenue is to ensure that traders are given all facilities and protection for 
carrying out legitimate trade, are not looted by thieves, the subjects of the kingdom 
are given due protection and their interests are always kept ahead of everything else, 
and so on and so forth. So unless I acquire such powers and abilities by doing Tapa 
(penance), I will not accept the throne.’ 

When Sahastrabahu said this, the great sage Garg advised him that if he indeed 
wishes to do Tapa and acquire mytical powers to rule the vast kingdom in accordance 
to Dharma then he should go and serve Lord Dattatreya, an incarnation of Lord 
Vishnu. Dattatreya lived in a cave of Mt. SahyaParvat and did Tapa there 
(Markandeya Puran, Canto 18). So, Sahastrabahu went to Lord Dattatreya and began 
serving him diligently for a long period of ten thousand years. 

According to Padma Puran, Sristi Khand, Canto 12, when Dattatreya was 
pleased with his service and austerities, he granted him four boons: (1) First, the king 
asked for one thousand arms. (ii) Second, he wished that no one in his kingdom would 
even dare to think in an unrighteous and sinful way. (iii) Third, he wanted to conquer 
the whole earth and rule over it. (iv) Fourth, that if he has to die then it must be in the 
battle-field at the hands of a warrior who is superior to him in every way. 

According to Markandey Puran, Canto 18, verse nos. 14-18, the king was 
granted ten boons as follows: (1) The powers and authority to rule over his subjects 
without acquiring sins. (ii) The ability to know the thoughts of others. (iii) No one 
should be able to face in the battle-field (i.e. he should become invincible). (iv) 
During a war he should have a thousand arms so as to fight his opponent with all of 
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them at once. [This is also mentioned in Harivansha Puran, Canto 33, verse no. 14.] 
(v) He should have unhindered access to all places in the sky, water, earth, mountains 
and the nether world. (vi) If he has to die then it should be at the hands of someone 
stronger than him. (vii) If by chance he goes astray and falls on the wrong path, then 
he must have a chance to get good advice and company of saintly persons (i.e. he 
must be given an opportunity to mend his ways). (viii) He must have illustrious 
persons as his guests so that he can serve them and get their blessings. (1x) His wealth 
should never diminish even after liberal charities and giving of alms regularly; there 
should be no shortage of wealth in his kingdom. (x) The virtue of Bhakti (having 
devotion for Lord God) should be firm and perpetual in him. 

In Mahabharat, Van Parva, Canto 115, verse no. 12, it is said that by the grace 
of Dattatreya the king acquired an air-plane made of gold; that he ruled over the entire 
earth; and that no one could stop his chariot. He was a great Emperor who conquered 
the whole world and made liberal charities. He is also regarded as a great scholar of 
Tantra Shastra. 

He was so powerful and mighty that when he bathed in the ocean and thrashed 
it with his thousand arms, he could turn the tide backwards. He would splash the 
water so heavily that marine creatures were tossed into the air like ninepins. [Brahm- 
Vaivarta Puran, Ganesh Khand, Canto 23-27. ] 

But the Laws of Creation are such that every good thing has to come to an end 
one day; nothing is eternal and permanent in this mortal gross world. This also 
applied to Sahastrabahu. As time passed, he became extremely haughty and cruel. He 
started subjugating even the Gods so as to remove all challenges to his authority and 
power. It is said that he ruled for eighty-five thousand years before he was killed by 
sage Parashuram. 

Once he was asked by the Fire God for alms, and the noble king could not 
refuse. The Fire God used this grant to burn everything and cause havoc everywhere, 
because he was certain that Sahastrabahu would not stop him. During this burning 
spree, the Fire destroyed the hermitage of sage Aapava (who was later on known as 
sage Vasistha according to Brahm Puran during its description of the race of Yayaati). 
The sage cursed king Sahastrabahu that his arms, relying upon whose strength the Fire 
God had destroyed his hermitage and was wreaking havoc on earth, would be cut by 
sage Parashuram. [Refer: Mahabharat, Shanti Parva, Canto 49, verse nos. 35-45; and 
Padma Puran, Sristi Khand, Canto 12.] 

One day, he was wandering along the shore of the ocean and out of his pride 
and haughtiness he covered it with thousands of arrows. The Ocean assumed a form 
and appeared before him to plead that he stop showering arrows into the water as all 
the marine creatures that live in the water would die. Sahastrabahu accepted the 
prayer but asked the Ocean to tell him about someone who could face him in battle, as 
he was itching for a face-off with anyone who could claim to be stronger than him as 
he wished to conquer the opponent and become an unchallenged warrior in this world. 
The Ocean told him to go sage Jamdagni whose son Parashuram would be fit 
opponent for him and would welcome him in battle. [Refer: Mahabharat, Ashwamegh 
Parva, Canto 29.] 

Such was Sahastraarjun's sense of ego and pride that he could not bear that 
someone stronger be there on earth in his presence. So he collected his huge army and 
went to the hermitage of sage Jamdagni. 

The sage duly welcomed the king and extended warm hospitality to him. 
Sahastraarjun was however astonished at the lavish way the forest-dwelling hermit 
had entertained him. So he wanted to know the reason. Upon finding out that the sage 
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managed to do this miracle because he possessed a divine cow known as ‘Kamdhenu’ 
or Kapila cow which could produce anything desired in an instant, the greedy king 
was filled with jealousy. Driven by avarice and rapacity, he demanded that the sage 
give this cow to him. Obviously Jamdagni refused. So the king forcefully snatched the 
cow from him and in the ensuing tussle he killed Jamdagni. 

At that time, Jamdagni's brave son Parashuram was not there. When he 
returned, home he found his mother grieving. Coming to know of the reason, he 
immediately took the vow that he will eliminate all the Kshatriya kings from the 
surface of the earth by killing all of them. His mother had beaten her chest twenty-one 
times as a sign of mourning, so he declared that he will continue to wipe out the 
Kshatriya kings for an equal number of times, i.e. for twenty-one generations. 

He comforted his mother and attacked Sahastraarjun, severed all his thousand 
arms with his battle-axe and then killed him. [This story is narrated in Mahabharat, 
Ashwamegha Parva, Canto 29.] 

Extremely peeved by the Kshatriya race to which this king belonged, 
Parashuram vowed to eliminate the entire race from the surface of the earth as a 
revenge for the killing of his father. This was the reason why Parashuram had fought 
and killed thousands of Kshatriya to avenge the killing of his father by Sahastraarjun. 

The story of Sahastrabahu and how Ravana, the king of the demon race who 
ruled in Lanka, was humiliated by him, is narrated in Valmiki's Ramayana, Uttar 
Kand, Canto nos. 31-33; Veda Vyas' Adhyatma Ramayan, Uttar Kand, Canto 2, verse 
nos. 55-57; and in Anand Ramayan, Sarkand, Canto 13, verse nos. 90-95. 

Briefly it is as follows: Sahastrabahu was the son of Kritvirya and the king of 
Mahishmati situated on the banks of river Narmada. By the blessings of sage 
Dattatreya he could get a thousand arms when he so desired. One day when he was 
enjoying himself with his ladies and mistresses in the river, Ravana had too gone 
there to offer worship to Lord Shiva. Ravana's attendants had collected flowers for 
offering to Lord Shiva. In the meantime, Sahatrabahu, who was showing off his 
majesty to impress the women, had used his thousand arms to block the flow of water 
in the river, which therefore flooded the banks and flowed upstream. The flowers that 
Ravana's attendants had collected for worship were washed away, which gravely 
annoyed Ravana as it disrupted his worship. On learning the cause of this flood, 
Ravana immediately went to challenge Sahastrabahu and started a fierce battle with 
his soldiers. Upon learning that Ravana has destroyed the entire army, Sahastrabahu 
himself came to face him. A severe battle ensued. As soon as the chief commander of 
the demon army, named Prahasta, fell, the rest of the demons fled; and then followed 
a one-to-one duel between Ravana and Sahastrabahu. These two mighty warriors used 
massive war-maces to hit each other. Finally, Sahastrabahu hit Ravana so hard that he 
tottered and swooned, and was so dazed that he sat down to recover himself. Seizing 
the moment, Sahastrabahu captured Ravana and held him tight in his thousand arms, 
using these arms like ropes to ensnare him so firmly that Ravana could not wriggle 
out. After this, Sahastrabahu brought Ravana to his capital city and imprisoned him 
like an ordinary prisoner of war. Later on, sage Pulastya went to plead with 
Sahastrabahu, and he not only succeeded in getting Ravana released but also in 
forging a friendship between the two. This version is according to Valmiki's 
Ramayana, Uttar Kand, Canto nos. 31-33.] 
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tasu birodha na kiji'a natha. kala karama jiva jakern hatha. 9. 


Oh Lord. It is not wise to oppose him whose hands command the destiny of the world 
by way of regulating the factors of time and death, the deeds done by all, and the fate 
of all living beings. 

[To wit, Lord Ram is the Supreme Lord under whose command lie Kaal (time, 
death), Karma (deeds) and Jiva (the living being)'.] (9) 


[Note—'Refer: Ram Charit Manas, (i) Aranya Kand, Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes 
Doha no. 25 where we read that Marich too has advised Ravana the same thing; and 
once again in (ii) Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-2 that precede Doha no. 27 where 
Angad, Lord Ram's emissary, tells Ravana a similar thing. 

‘Kaal’ or time is a factor that determines the lifespan of all things, animate and 
inanimate. ‘Kaal’ is also the name of the god of death who devours everything in 
creation. 

‘Karma’ or the deed done by a living being is a factor that determines his fate. 

‘Jiva’ or the living being, the creature, is under the control of both the Kaal 
and Karma, i.e. his lifespan is fixed by the factor of time, and his fate is determined 
by the deeds done by him. 

And the Supreme Being controls all of them. Lord Ram is this Supreme 
Being.] 


s. Wate lft arent Als HAT Wa HIST | 
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ramahi saumpi janaki na'i kamala pada matha. 
suta kahum raja samarpi bana ja'i bhaji'a raghunatha. 6. 


I advise you to give Janki (Sita) back to Lord Ram!, and then after bowing 
reverentially at his lotus-like holy feet you should hand over the reins of the kingdom 
to your son (Meghnad) and head to the forest to (meditate and) worship Lord 
Raghunath (the Supreme Being in the form of Lord Ram). (Doha no. 6) 


[Note— Earlier, the same advice was given to Ravana by Vibhishan, Malyawant and 
Shuk—refer: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, (i) Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes 
Doha no. 38—to Doha no 39 (a); (11) Chaupai line nos. 1-2 that precede Doha no. 40; 
(iii) Chaupai line nos. 3-7 that precede Doha no. 57. 

In both these cases, Ravana had become exceedingly wrathful. But now in the 
case of Mandodari, though he did not like her advice, yet he did not react so 
vehemently as he had done with Vibhishan and Malyawant.] 
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natha dinadayala raghura't. bagha'u sanamukha ga'ém na kha’. 1. 
cahi'a karana so saba kari bite. tumha sura asura caracara jite. 2. 
santa kahahim asi niti dasanana. cauthempana ja'ihi nrpa kanana. 3. 
tasu bhajanu kiji'a taham bharta. jo karta palaka sanharta. 4. 


My Lord; Raghurai (Lord Ram) is exceedingly kind, gracious, compassionate and 
merciful towards those who are humble, downtrodden and devoid of any resources 
(dinadayala). 

The Lord has such stupendous mystical powers and majesty that if a tiger goes 
near him it will not be able to devour the Lord’. (1) 


You have done whatever you had wished to do and accomplish in your life. You have 
vanquished the gods and the demons; you have conquered the entire creation that 
consists of animate creatures and inanimate things. [So therefore, what more is left for 
you to desire? All your wishes of acquiring fame and glory have already been 
fulfilled.] (2) 


Oh Ravana (*dasanana"; the ten-headed one)! Saints have laid down a principle that 
during the last quarter of a king's life (^cauthempana"; the latter part of an ordinary 
person's life when one crosses the age of 75 years), he ought to go to the forest. (3) 


There (in the forest), he (the king) should worship the Lord God who the creator, the 
sustainer and the protector, as well as the concluder of this creation’. 

[To wit, in ripe old age a wise king should hand over the reins of his kingdom 
to his chosen and competent heir, and proceed to the forest by detaching himself from 
all worldly affairs. Once in the forest, he should do meditation and penances, 
undertake penitence for past sins, and generally prepare his soul for exiting this 
mundane gross world to attain final peace and rest. This phase of life has two 
divisions—(a) Vaanprastha Ashram, and (b) Sanyas Ashram.]° (4) 


[Note— This part of the verse has another interpretation though. It can also be read as 
follows: *Even a tiger, which is by nature a most ferocious animal, would not like to 
devour any creature if the latter goes and humbly submits itself before it, seeking 
protection and mercy." 

What Mandodari intends to say is this: If her husband Ravana heeds her 
advice and goes to make peace with Lord Ram, then she is absolutely sure that though 
he had committed such a grave error and a sinful deed as abducting Sita, the wife of 
the Lord, yet the Lord will certainly forgive him because it is his nature to forgive the 
sinful and fallen creature if they are ready to repent, undertake penitence, and make a 
determination to change their bad nature. 

She cites the example of a tiger which feels reluctant to kill another creature if 
the latter pleads before the former to spare its life. Well, it is believed that if a person 
is suddenly confronted by a tiger and instead of trying to run away or looking terrified 
he looks straight in the eye of a tiger fearlessly, without once shifting his gaze, then 
the tiger would stop in its track and gradually withdraw. It attacks only when its prey 
turns away and tries to flee. 
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There is another variation to this example. It is also believed that if a person 
suddenly confronts a tiger and falls to the ground to pretend to be dead, then the tiger 
would not kill him; the animal would come, smell the body, and thinking it to be a 
corpse would go away. The tiger hunts and kills it prey alive; it never feeds on dead 
bodies. 

Here, Mandodari is simply citing the odd example of the tiger sparing the life 
of another creature to emphasize the fact if an otherwise cruel animal as a tiger would 
not like to kill someone who is bold enough to face it, or as she would like to say “has 
voluntarily submitted himself before it by lying prostrate on the ground”, as it would 
rather prefer to spare his life, then how can Lord Ram, who is by his inherent nature 
exemplarily merciful, kind and compassionate can ever think of harming someone 
who goes to him to surrender and seek his protection and grace. 

So therefore, Ravana must not have any reservations in going to Lord Ram to 
make peace with him. He should approach Lord Ram with humility and prostrate 
himself before the Lord as a sign of surrender. If he does so, then he aught naught to 
fear of being caught off guard and be captured by Lord Ram as his enemy; no such 
thing will happen for sure. But Ravana must be bold and courageous enough to go and 
face the Lord inspite of the huge bundle of sins he carries on his head; he must also 
throw away his inflated ego and be prepared to prostrate before the Lord. 


To wit, Mandodari advises her husband to follow tradition and hand over the reins of 
the demon kingdom to their son Meghnad, and then renounce all worldly attachment 
and head for the forest to prepare for final exit from this gross mundane world by 
doing meditation and repenting for his sins so that when the soul leaves this mortal 
body it can find its peace and rest. 


`The life of a man was divided into four quarters by ancient sages, forefathers and 
patriarchs of the society. These four quarters are the following—Brahmcharya, 
Grihastha, Vaanprastha and Sanyas. Each quarter was of approximately 20-25 years. 

The first quarter is when a man was supposed to study and learn the skills that 
are needed for the affairs of an adult life. This was ‘Brahmcharya Ashram’. The word 
literally means a celibate and one who exercises self-restraint. This was essential for 
study and inculcating skills which require focus of mind and heart. During this time, 
the man is is young and is supposed to observe austerities while he studies and 
acquires knowledge to equip him to face the world when he grows up 

The second quarter is *Grihastha Ashram’. It is when the student enters the 
household phase of life. He marries, raises a family and carries on with his profession 
or vocation to increase wealth and progeny. 

When a person becomes ripe in age, his working capacity decreases and he 
must prepare to pass on the baton to the next generation, to his heirs when they are 
ready to step in his shoes, and when he has done his bit for society. This is the 
'Vaanprastha Ashram’—the third phase of life when when a person prepares to hand 
the responsibilities of his worldly affairs to his heirs and mentally prepares himself to 
lead a calm and detached life so that he can get ready for the final phase of old age. 

Though it literally means ‘heading for the forest’, but not necessarily it be so. 
Its primary function is to withdraw from playing an active role in the affairs of the 
world and give one’s mind and body rest and peace after the toil of the previous years. 
In ancient times though, it actually meant going to the forest and spending time in a 
serene place in some hermitage. But in modern times it is neither feasible nor 
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advisable. The best avenue is to withdraw from active role and serve more as an 
advisor and guide for the next generation in a dispassionate manner. 

The final and fourth quarter is called *Sanyas Ashram’ which clearly means 
absolute withdrawal from the world and its affairs. This is the time when the man is of 
about say 70 or more years of age. So he needs complete peace and should prepare to 
make an exit from the world without a fuss. He is expected to create such a situation 
that no one misses or wails for him nor anything suffers due to his absence. Thus, he 
dies peacefully and self-contentedly. 

During the ‘Sanyas Ashram’ a person is expected to completely renounce the 
world and its entanglements, and instead spend the remaining part of his life in 
spiritual pursuit and searching ways for his spiritual liberation and deliverance. ] 
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so'i raghubira pranata anuragi. bhajahu natha mamata saba tyāgī. 5. 
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[And who is this *Lord God" whom one ought to worship in the forest? Mandodari 
answers this question:- ] That Lord God is none other than Lord Raghubir (Lord Ram, 
the brave king in the family line of Raghu) who has great affection for those who 
prostrate before him (as a token of surrender and submission). 

So oh Lord; I beg of you that you should worship and adore him by 
abandoning all your worldly attachments and turning away from them. (5) 


He is the same Lord to attain whom great and illustrious sages and hermits undertake 
strenuous exercises of meditation and penances, and it is for him attaining him that 
great and famous kings of illustrious lineage renounce their homes and kingdoms to 
become mendicants. (6) 
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It is the same Supreme Lord who has manifested himself as the ‘Lord of Kaushal’ (i.e. 
as the King of Ayodhya, a kingdom of which the capital city had the same name), and 
he is known as *Raghuraya' (literally ‘a great king of the Raghu dynasty). 

Indeed it is ‘he’ who has come to show his grace and mercy upon you. (7) 


Oh my dear husband, if you pay heed to and accept my advice (which, as your 
beloved wife, I am giving you for your own good and welfare), then be sure that your 
glory and goodness would spread and be eternally established in all the three divisions 
of this creation (i.e. in the heaven, on the earth, and in the nether world). (8) 
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[Note—'Mandodari told her husband Ravana that he has a golden opportunity to 
attain eternal freedom from sins and their horrendous consequences, and attain eternal 
peace and bliss for his soul as well as ensure his salvation and emancipation without 
the least trouble because the Supreme Lord who can bless a creature with these boons 
has been so gracious and kind enough to have taken the trouble of coming to 
Ravana’s own doorstep offering them to him. Now Ravana will be spared the trouble 
of having to undertake the difficult and most strenuous path by which a person can 
normally free himself of sins and attain emancipation and salvation for his soul by 
renouncing the world during the last quarter or phase of his life, and spend his time 
exclusively in doing penances, austerities, meditation, contemplation and prayers, as 
well as in worshipping the Supreme Being. The scriptures has prescribed this path for 
all human beings, whether he be a king or a sage. 

Mandodari tells her husband that he is so exceedingly lucky and fortunate that 
the Supreme Being who is so difficult to access, to attain whom great sages, seers, 
hermits and ascetics do hard penances and austerities, for whom even great kings and 
emperors renounce their prosperous kingdoms and empires full of charmed life of 
pleasure and comfort, and head to the forest instead to do meditation and 
contemplation so that when they die their soul can attain eternal peace and rest, for 
whose sake the scriptures prescribe that a person should go on pilgrimage and do 
penances to clean his inner-self of all sins so that at the time of leaving his body the 
person’s soul, his ‘Atma’, can attain deliverance and emancipation—the same Lord 
has been so merciful and compassionate and kind and graceful that he has decided to 
spare Ravana all these great troubles by coming himself to his doorstep to offer him a 
chance for repentance and redemption. 

Hence, Mandodari says that Ravana would do the wisest thing in his life if he 
grabs this opportunity and goes to welcome Lord Ram, a manifested form of the 
Supreme Being, who is standing at his gate, waiting for Ravana to open the gates of 
his palace and meet his revered guest at the threshold. Be sure, she tells her husband, 
that he would be affectionately received by Lord Ram; he ought naught to have any 
doubt and misgivings on this count; he aught naught to fear for his safety at all. 

If he accepts her advice then he will reap a rich harvest of both fame and glory 
in this world as long as he lives, as well as of eternal peace and rest for himself and 
his soul when his life comes to an end.] 


do. a enfe "un a ue ae wa ef T i 
AA Wag TMs staet Sis STET Uo N 

doha. 

asa kahi nayana nira bhari gahi pada kampita gata. 
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As Mandodari said these things, her eyes were filled with tears and her body 
trembled. 

Unable to restrain herself, she made a final appeal to Ravana, pleading with 
him as follows: ‘Oh Lord! I plead with you that you must worship Lord Ram so that 
my union with you as your wife would last forever.'’ (Doha no. 7) 


[Note—'Refer also to: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Doha no. 15-b. 
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Mandodari has clearly hinted here that if Ravana does not pay heed to her 
good advice, then in the ensuing war he is certain to be killed. She loved her husband 
so much that while expressing her views she trembled and wept at the very thought of 
the prospect of his death. 

On the other hand of the scale, if he does pay attention to her then his future 
would be safe and secure. While alive he would rule over his kingdom in peace and 
freed from the guilt of having abducted another person’s wife, and when he finally 
dies, which all living beings must, his soul would be liberated from his body of a 
demon and delivered from this world of transmigration to attain eternity. What more 
would anyone want? This glorious future is being offered to Ravana on a platter, so 
why should, and why would, he refuse it if any trace of sanity is left in him? 

Mandodari knew her husband’s nature well, so she was very fearful he would 
not listen to her advice because it did not fit in well with what he has decided to do. 
That is why, fearing for doom and destruction, she wept and trembled. ] 
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Then Ravana picked up Mandodari (who was the daughter of the demon Maye; 
“mayasuta”) who was lying on the ground at his feet. That evil fellow scoffed at her, 
and began boasting about himself and his abilities as follows— (1) 


‘Listen my dear wife. You are unnecessarily worried and feeling so excessively 
affright. Tell me: is there any other warrior comparable to me in this whole world; so 
what makes you so scared about my safety and security? 

[To wit, don’t you know that there is no one in this whole world who can 
match me in courage, strength, powers, valour and martial skills? So why on earth do 
you worry and feel so terrified about my safety, I don’t understand. ] (2) 
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[Now, Ravana lists his achievements and military successes in an attempt to reassure 
Mandodari and dispel her fears.] 


I have conquered all the Digpals (junior gods who are assigned different roles in this 
creation and act as custodians of the world in their respective domains)—such as 
Varun (the god of water), Kuber (the treasurer of the gods), Pawan (the wind god), 
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Yam (the god of hell), Kaal (the god of death and the one who presides over a living 
beings lifespan)—well, I have vanquished all of them by the strength of my arms. 
[Don’t you know about it?] (3) 


Well, all the Gods and the Danujs (demons; non-gods) as well as the Nars (human 
beings) are under my control (don’t you know that too?)'. 

So therefore, tell me what makes you so scared; why are you so sore affright 
about my safety (and my ability to face my enemy, Lord Ram)?’ (4) 


[Note—'Refer: Ram Charit Manas, (i) Baal Kand, Doha no. 182 along with Chaupai 
line nos. 6-13 that precede it; and (ii) Lanka Kand, Doha no. 25 along with Chaupai 
line nos. 1-8 that precede it where Ravana asserts the same thing before Angad who 
was sent by Lord Ram as his emissary to see if some way could be found to avoid the 
bloody war.] 
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Ravana tried to dispel Mandodari's fears and tried to comfort her in different ways, 
and then he went back to sit in his royal court’. (5) 


Meanwhile, Mandodari realized that her husband was highly deluded and mightily 
distracted in his mind as he was, by the fiat of Providence, in the throes of death, and 
that is why he has become so haughty and stubborn as well as out of his wits?. (6) 


[Note—'We have read earlier that Ravana was in his royal court where he had 
received the shocking information about the bridge being built and Lord Ram landing 
on the shores of Lanka with his formidable army. Then he had left the assembly 
briefly and went to his palace to recover from this initial shock. (Apropos: Ram 
Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Doha no. 5 along with Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes 
it.) 

Ravana comforted his wife Mandodari and asked her to stop worrying about 
imaginary things. He seemed very confident about his own abilities and invincibility; 
he reassured her that everything would be alright, and there was no cause for the panic 
reaction she seems to portray. 

“Look dear", said he to her, “I very much appreciate your concern for me, but 
at the same time I don't understand what makes you so agitated and worried. Tell me, 
aren't you aware of my unparallel strength, powers, valour and achievements; aren't 
you aware that I have conquered the whole world, and even the so-called gods and 
digpals are terrified even by my name. They run away when they hear I am in a foul 
mood; they scamper for cover and run helter-skelter when I go to their places. What is 
this human prince called *Ram' before my might? Why are you so confounded and 
shaken? Surely you must be under the influence of some evil spirit that has instilled 
so much fear in your noble and otherwise fearless heart. Look my dear; this sort of 
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behaviour does not behoove of the wife of Ravana. You must be shameful of your 
attitude! So get up and cheer up. There is nothing at all to worry.” 


*She was certain that since ‘death’ is fast approaching her husband, his mind and its 
sense of wisdom and rationality have been clouded by the dark and negative forces of 
haughtiness and stubbornness. He seems to have lost his prudence, and is behaving 
arrogantly and irrationally. He is driven so insane by ‘death’, the mighty force of 
creation that leaves no one immune to its rule and spares no one from its grasp, that he 
is being drawn towards it involuntarily like a leaf being sucked in by a violently 
swirling whirlwind. She realized that the fiat of fate and the dictate of destiny has 
prevailed over her husband’s mind so much so that he is driven more by his false 
pride of invincibility and strength than coming to terms with truth and acting with 
prudence in accordance with the ground realities. ] 


(ii) Sub-section 12.1.2 = Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line 
no. 3 that precedes Doha no. 14—to Doha no. 16 along with Chaupai line 
nos. 1-8 that precede it:- 


Mandodari was very restless. She thought that perhaps her husband was not in the 
proper frame of mind to heed her request for the first time, so she must try again. 

Meanwhile, the assembly was in a sort of stupor as all the courtiers were 
struck with fear and very uncertain of their future. All the developments, right from 
the time Hanuman had entered Lanka till now portended a calamity and hinted at 
some grave and dangerous future. For the first time in their lives the demons felt so 
helpless, alarmed, despaired and worried. Fear was writ large on their faces; there 
were obvious signs of internal agitation and a storm brewing in their minds and 
hearts. A dark pall of gloom descended upon the assembly like a thick veil of 
chocking smoke so much so that Ravana thought it best to dismiss the assembly and 
ask everyone to retire to their homes. He went to his palace himself where Mandodari 
made her second attempt to try to persuade Ravana to discard his confrontationist 
attitude towards Lord Ram and make peace with the latter. 

Earlier she had told Ravana that Lord Ram was none but the Supreme Being 
himself (apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes 
Doha no. 6—to Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 7); now she elaborates on 
who this ‘Supreme Being’ is. 

Mandodari tries to persuade her stubborn and haughty husband to abandon his 
belligerence and send Sita back to Ram. She tells Ravana that he must understand that 
Lord Ram is not an ordinary human prince whose wife he has brought home. The 
Lord was the cosmic Lord of creation, and therefore Ravana stands no chance of 
overcoming him or defeating him in any war. It is then she narrates the ‘Viraat’ form 
of Lord Ram—i.e. the cosmic form of the Supreme Being whom Lord Ram 
represents. | 
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When the ten-headed Ravana saw that the assembly was overcome with an 
overwhelming air of excessive fear, he smiled wryly and tried to make light of the 
situation by giving a humorous twist to the development. (3) 


He said, ‘Tell me, he whose heads have fallen so many times but proved to be a boon 
for him, how can the mere falling of a crown cause any harm or ill to him’? (4) 


Take a break now and go to your respective homes to sleep (and rest) peacefully.” 
All the assembled courtiers bowed their heads before him, took their leave and 
went home. (5) 


[Note— It had so happened that Lord Ram had shot an arrow from his camp, and this 
arrow struck Ravana crown which fell to the ground. It was a very bad omen. So all 
the courtiers were struck with terror and alarmed about the future. (Refer: Ram Charit 
Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 13—to Chaupai line 
no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 14}. 


^Ravana refers to the time when he had offered his heads to Lord Shiva as a personal 
sacrifice. This voluntary cutting of his own head and offering them as a sacrifice to 
the Lord proved to be a boon for him for it pleased Lord Shiva so much that he 
granted Ravana many boons, including immunity from death by severance of the 
head, lordship of all the gods, demons and creatures, as well as invincibility and 
matchless glory. {Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 3-4 
that precede Doha no. 25.) 

So he argued that the crown is merely a decoration of his head, a sort of head- 
gear. How does it matter if it falls by some accident as long as the heads are protected 
by Lord Shiva's immortal boon? Hence, there is nothing to worry at all. 


*Look, worrying unnecessarily for imaginary things is a waste of energy and time. I 
think you all are under some evil spell and suffering from some delusions that seems 
to have had the better of your senses and undermined your natural courage and dare 
devilry for which the demon race is so famed. What has happened to you all? It 1s 
better for all of us to take a break and sleep over the matter overnight. Tomorrow 
morning we'll all have a fresh start and feel rejuvenated. Go, sleep soundly and 
peacefully. No hell's breaking upon us right now. All of you need mental rest, so go 
home, relax and sleep, forgetting about imaginary fears.] 
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[Meanwhile, after dismissing the courtiers with these words of reassurance, Ravana 
himself got up and retired for the night to his palace where he found Mandodari once 
again in a state of utter fear. She had experienced some bad omen and was extremely 
upset about its implications. So for the second time straight she confronted Ravana as 
he entered the palace, begging him to see sense and overcome his egoist arrogance.] 


Ever since the ear-ring of Mandodari had fallen to the ground’, she was mentally very 
worried and extremely upset. (6) 


When she saw Ravana she joined her hands in supplication and begged before him 
with tears in her eyes, pleading as follows: *Listen my beloved husband who is the 
lord of my life and very dear to me (pranapati). Pray, please pay attention to my 
prayers; I sincerely and earnestly plead before you. (7) 


My dear husband (kanta)! Please abandon your animosity with and a belligerence 
attitude towards Lord Ram in the erroneous belief that he is an ordinary human 
prince’. (8) 


[Note—'Lord Ram had shot an arrow from his camp as a signal to warn Ravana that 
he has arrived. It was the first arrow shot by the Lord in Lanka. This arrow had struck 
and fell three things—(i) The ceremonial umbrella over his heads that symbolized his 
authority and majesty as the king of the demon race, and of a king of; (11) Ravana’s 
crowns; and (iii) Mandodari’s ear-ring. {Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, 
Doha no. 13 (a).} 


?Refer also to Vibhishan’s advice in Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line 
nos. 1-2 and 5 that precede Doha no. 39 which is the same as that of Mandodari’s. 

No one in this creation can protect someone who is opposed to Lord Ram— 
Mandodari knows it as she has this information from her own network of spies that all 
those who had opposed the Lord had bit the dust. 

There were many precedents—for instance, when the demons Marich and 
Subahu attacked sage Vishwamitra's fire sacrifice which Lord Ram stood guard to 
protect, the whole army accompanying these demons was demolished along with 
Subahu. Marich was spared then, but he was killed later on when he tried to cheat 
Lord Ram disguised as a golden deer. (Refer: Ram Charit Manas, (1) Baal Kand, 
Chaupai line nos. 1-6 that precede Doha no. 210; and (ii) Aranya Kand, Chaupai line 
nos. 10-14 that precede Doha no. 27.} 

When the demon forces of Khar and Dushan attacked Lord Ram, they too 
were all eliminated quickly. (Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Doha no. 
20.1 

Indra's son Jayant also faced this piquant situation when no one in the heaven 
was ready to give him shelter when he annoyed Lord Ram by pricking Sita's legs with 
his beak, leading to blood oozing out of the wound and Lord Ram deciding to punish 
him by plucking a blade of grass and shooting it at Jayant as an improvised arrow. 
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{Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 4-8 that precede Doha 
no. 2.} 

Marich, Vibhishan and Shuk too had advised Ravana the same thing as 
Mandodari does now—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, (i) Aranya Kand, Chaupai line 
no. 3 that precedes Doha no. 25—to Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 25 
(Marich); (ii) Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 38—to Doha 
no. 39 (Vibhishan); (iii) Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Doha no. 56 and Chaupai 
line nos. 3-8 that precede Doha no. 57 (Shuk). 

Hanuman too had a similar advice for Ravana—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, 
Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 22—to Doha no. 23. 

A little later we shall read Angad's interaction with Ravana where the former 
also tried to persuade the latter on similar lines as Mandodari's: refer—Ram Charit 
Manas, Lanka Kand, Doha no. 20 along with Chaupai line nos. 6-8 that precede it; 
and Chaupai line nos. 1-2 that precedes Doha no. 27.] 


Wo.  f&meneu taste HIT eng rent frm | 
virer HO spe HT BUT 31 Wf BTA N Y N 
doha. 


bisvarupa raghubansa mani karahu bacana bisvasu. 
loka kalpana beda kara anga anga prati jasu. 14. 


My Lord! Believe my words that real form of the who is like a gem in the family of 
king Raghu (“raghubansa mani"; Lord Ram) is cosmic in nature inasmuch as the 
whole creation, the entire universe, is nothing but a manifestation of the Lord, and the 
Lord pervades uniformly in this creation as its essence (known as cosmic 
Consciousness). 

Verily indeed, the Vedas (primary and most ancient of the scriptures) have 
envisioned that each pore of the cosmic body of the Lord is a universe in its own 
right. (Doha no. 14) 


[Note—Mandodari says “Believe me my lord when I say that the gem of the Raghu 
dynasty, Lord Ram, is a manifested form of the invisible cosmic form of the Supreme 
Being of whom this entire world is an image. In other words, the original form of 
Lord Ram is known as the ‘Viraat Purush’, the cosmic Male who has revealed himself 
in the form of this vast and myriad world, pervading intrinsically everywhere in it, 
present in every pore of it. In fact, this world is a gross visible form of subtle and 
invisible form of Lord Ram who is none but the Supreme Being known as Brahm or 
as the *Viraat Purush’. 

The Vedas conceive that each limb and part of the body of this cosmic all- 
inclusive form of the Lord is the habitat of one or the other world that are known to 
exist in this creation. To wit, there are different worlds that exist at different levels in 
creation at different points of time. All of them are lodged at some point on the 
cosmic body of the Lord like so many tiny pearls stitched and embroidered on a huge 
length of cloth as long and wide as the firmament." 

The cosmic all-pervading form of Lord Ram who is the Supreme Being, the 
cosmic form that is also known as the ‘Viraat Purush’, has also been described at 
various places in ‘Adhyatma Ramayan’ of sage Veda Vyas. Some of the instances 


1223 


relevant to our present reading are: (1) Aranya Kand, Canto 9, verse nos. 31-45: prayer 
by Kabandha; (ii) Lanka Kand, Canto 3, verse nos. 25-29: assertion by Vibhishan; 
(iii) Uttar Kand, Canto 2, verse nos. 63-69: as affirmed by sage Agastya.] 


"dio. wa urdret Gta SIs SITHT | BTU cire 313 att FAATA N 9 ul 
ygi frere AiR en em (Ter femen Heat DT ATS d 3 UI 


caupat. 


pada patala sisa aja dhama. apara loka amiga amiga biárama. 1. 
bhrkuti bilasa bhayankara kala. nayana divakara kaca ghana mala. 2. 


This feet of the cosmic form of Lord Ram are represented by the ‘Patal’ (the nether 
world or the subterranean world; the lower world), and the Lord's head consists of the 
heavens where Brahma, the creator, lives. 

The rest of the world that lies between these to extremes (1.e. between the foot 
and the head of the cosmic form of Lord Ram, a form also known as the Viraat 
Purush) is located or distributed in all other parts of the Lord's cosmic body. (1) 


The formidable power of ‘Kaal’ (death; the powerful forces of time that bring about 
epochal changes in this world, including destruction) is represented by the movement 
of the Lord's eyebrows. 

His eyes are represented by the Sun, and the dense dark clouds are his thick 
lock of black hairs. (2) 


SITE STA Raipa | fe ate fears Fre STIR Ul 3 Ui 
saa fer wu ae serit puTed tare Fara fret smit uv t 


jasu ghrana asvinikumara. nisi aru divasa nimesa apara. 3. 
$ravana disa dasa beda bakhani. maruta svasa nigama nija bani. 4. 


The twin gods known as ‘Aswini-kumars’ (who are the physicians of the gods) are the 
Lord's two nostrils. 

The day and the night are representatives of the blinking of the eyes of the 
Lord, with the day representing the open eyes, and the night standing for the closed 


eye. (3) 


The Vedas have declared (asserted) that the Lord's ears is represented by the ten 
directions or quarters of this world’. 

His breath is the wind, the Vedas (primary scriptures; the treasury of 
knowledge) are the Lord's words. (4) 


[Note—'The ten directions or quarters of the world are the following—north, north- 
east, east, south-east, south, south-west, west, north-west, zenith and nadir.] 


STER CNY TA TET HUST | ATT ET ATG FTAA & i 
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EM Bet siga ster (quía UT Wert SANT Ut S N 


adhara lobha jama dasana karala. maya hasa bahu digapala. 5. 
anana anala ambupati jiha. utapati palana pralaya samiha. 6. 


*Lobha' (greed) represents the Lord's lips; the ferocious ‘Yam’ (god of death) 
represents his sharp teeth; ‘Maya’ (delusions) stands for the Lord’s laughter or smile 
(because the Lord laughs at the way the world begins to hallucinate under its 
influence); and the *Digpals" (the powerful semi-gods who support the world and 
prevent it from collapsing) are representatives of the Lord’s strong arms (that sustain 
and protect the entire creation). (5) 


The Lord's tongue is represented by ‘Anal’ (fire)’, and the tongue represents 
‘Ambupati’ (the patron god of water)’. 

Creation, sustenance and conclusion or destruction of this creation are his 
mere acts done effortlessly and in a causal manner; they are like his natural gestures’. 


(6) 


[Note—'The Digpals:— There are believed to be eight Digpals as follows:- 

Indra who is the king of Gods and who has a thousand eyes on his body, and is 
therefore called ‘Sahastraaksha’, Agni or the Fire God, Yam or the God of Dharma 
(i.e. the God responsible to ensure that the great tenets of righteousness and proper 
conduct are observed by the creatures, and to punish those who violate these laws), 
Nirritiya (also known as Nairritya/Nirriti), Varun or the Water God, Anil or the Wind 
God, Indu or the Moon God (often replaced by Kuber who is the treasurer of Gods), 
Ishan or Lord Shiva, Brahma the creator, and Anant who is Lord Vishnu, the sustainer 
and protector of creation (or Lord Seshnath, the legendary serpent who holds the earth 
on its hoods in a symbolic gesture to indicate that Lord Vishnu is responsible for 
taking care of this creation). 

The eight Digpals are the divine forces of creation in a personified form of 
various Gods who are assigned the task of taking care of the entire creation. They are 
the following—(i) Indra who is the king of Gods and responsible for production of 
rain as well as to control all other Gods who are said to be represented by the various 
independent forces of Nature; (ii) Agni is the personified form of the fire element 
responsible for providing heat, energy, light, vitality, strength, vigour and vibrancy to 
creation; (iii) Yam is the personified form of death as well as assigned the duty to 
uphold the laws of Dharma (or the auspicious virtues of righteousness, nobility, 
propriety, probity etc.), and to punish those who violate it; (iv) Niriti or Nairitya who 
is the God responsible for the actual death and punishment of the sinful and unholy 
creatures in creation; (v) Varun is the personified form of the most essential ambrosia 
of life known as the water element that provides nourishment and lubrication to this 
creation, and is regarded as the basic element that harbours life in all its forms in its 
bosom; (vi) Anil is the personified form of the life-giving air or wind element which 
is also called Pran—literally meaning ‘life’ which is a proof of its importance and 
significance vis-a-vis this creation; (vii) Kuber is the treasurer of Gods and 
responsible to provide all the necessities of life to the inhabitants of this world; the 
Moon God is the custodian of the Amrit, the ambrosia of life and eternity which is a 
priceless asset for the creation; (viii) Ishan is Lord Shiva who is also known as 
Mahadev, the Great Lord, as well as the one who is responsible for maintain balance 
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in this creation by controlling death, and hence is called the ‘concluder’; (ix) Brahma 
is the creator of the physical world as well as the body of knowledge known as the 
Vedas, and therefore assumes the role of a grand old patriarch of the family known as 
the world; and (x) Anant or Lord Vishnu who is so-called because he is eternal, 
infinite and endless, has infinite responsibilities, and is assigned the multi-prong duty 
of taking good care of the world in all respects. He is also called Anant as he is none 
but the eternal Brahm himself in the form of the Viraat Purush, the all-pervading, all- 
encompassing and almighty Lord of creation. In fact, even Brahma and Shiva are said 
to be born from this Viraat Purush. [Refer Ram Purva Tapini Upanishad, Canto 4, 
verse no. 38.] 

These Digpals are responsible for the eight directions where they are 
worshipped as follows— 
(1) Indra (the king of Gods) is the custodian or guardian of the east direction. 
(2) Agni (the fire-God) is the custodian or guardian of the south-east direction. 
(3) Yama (the death-God) is the custodian or guardian of the south direction. 
(4) Nirriti or Nairitya is the custodian or guardian of the south-west direction. 
(5) Varun (the Water God) is the custodian or guardian of the west direction. 
(6) Vayu (the Wind God) is the custodian or guardian of the north-west direction. 
(7) Kuber (the treasurer of Gods) is the custodian or guardian of the north direction. 
(8) Ish (Lord Shiva; the chief amongst the Gods) is the custodian or guardian of the 
north-east direction. 


?This is why we use the phrase “the tongue of fire" with leaping flames. It also refers 
to a person’s “fiery words” or a “heated argument” which can scorch or irritate others 
as much as a raging fire can do by its heat. 


?That is why the tongue is always moist. It is a medical necessity because all food that 
we eat is moistened and softened by the saliva which is water-based. Besides this 
physical softening to make the food easy on the stomach, the enzymes that start the 
chemical process of digestion in the tongue itself work only when they are diluted 
with water. This is the reason why hastily eaten food that is gulped down directly into 
the throat without being properly chewed in the mouth and made into a semi-fluid 
form with the help of the water contents of the saliva secreted by the tongue that helps 
the food to be mixed with digestive enzymes that would help the stomach to further 
the process of digestion and extraction of the nutrients present in the food lies like a 
load in the abdomen and ruins health. 


“The Lord can effect such great changes such as creating this world from virtually 
nothing, then sustaining it on such a huge and grand scale, and finally winding it up 
like one closing a book, needs no special effort or exertion to be done by the Supreme 
Lord. He merely gestures or wishes that it be so, and it happens to his liking. ] 


TA Uist STET UAT | rfr Set GAT FA SUT 9 UI 
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roma raji astadasa bhara. asthi saila sarita nasa jara. 7. 
udara udadhi adhago jatana. jagamaya prabhu ka bahu kalapana. 8. 
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The eighteen principle species of the vegetable (botanical) kingdom, each having 
countless members of different types, are like the hairs on the body of the Viraat (the 
cosmic form of the Supreme Being that is infinite in dimension). 

The lofty mountains are its bones, and the many rivers and countless streams 
are the network of veins, artilleries and capillaries of this cosmic body. (7) 


The measureless ocean is its stomach and abdomen, while the organs present in the 
lower part of this cosmic body (i.e. the excretory and genital organs) are represented 
by the hell (which is hot and tormenting; is an eternal inferno where everything is hot 
and burning). 

In brief, this entire creation (universe) is a manifestation of the Supreme Lord 
(here referring to Lord Ram in his primary form as the Viraat Purush), and therefore it 
is futile to attempt to describe it or go into the details of this form and its mind- 
boggling revealed variations in the form of a creation that has no end, a creation in 
which no two units are alike though all of them have the same origin as they are all 
revelation of the same Supreme Lord.’ (8) 


a0. stent faa ghg stot TP fe fat Fert | 
TAS OTA SORTI HT TA TAT HE 95. ( 6 ) UI 
ate frank ay wrTafa wap at sm fs | 
Ulta Hy TST Us WU sand A ATS Ul 9 (33) I 
doha. 


ahankara siva bud'dhi aja mana sasi citta mahana. 
manuja basa sacaracara rupa rama bhagavana. 15 (a). 
asa bicari sunu pranapati prabhu sana bayaru biha'i. 

priti karahu raghubira pada mama ahivata na ja'i. 15 (b). 


‘Ahankar’ (the element of pride) symbolizes Shiva (the concluder) 'Buddhi' 
(intellect; the faculty of reasoning and understanding) stands for Brahma (the creator), 
the ‘Mana’ (mind and heart) represents ‘Chandrama’ (the Moon God), and ‘Chitta’” is 
the greatest of them all (citta mahana) (as it represents Lord Vishnu). 

Verily indeed and in all sooth, it is the Supreme Lord God, whose cosmic form 
includes all the animate as well as the inanimate aspects of this vast universe, who 
himself has assumed the form of a human being known by the name of ‘Ram’. (Doha 
no. 15-a) 


In the view of this, and keeping all these facts in mind, oh my beloved husband, you 
should abandon all animosity with the Lord (Sri Ram). 

Inculcate devotion and have affection in the holy feet of Lord Raghubir (Lord 
Ram) so that my good fortune as being your wife does not desert me (or, my union 
with you as your wife can last forever)’. (Doha no. 15-b) 


[Note—'The word ‘Chitta’ stands for the sub-conscious mind. It is that faculty that 
works behind the scene to control the way a person thinks, behaves and acts. It is that 
aspect of the consciousness that governs a person’s personality and the quality of his 
inner self by storing all information that a creature receives by the medium of his 
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sense organs of perception, and then using this information as a background upon 
which the creature relies to take decisions. It is a sort of a library of all information 
and experiences. Often times it is the sub-conscious mind that plays a crucial role in 
helping the creature to come at a conclusion and make a certain decision in a given 
situation where he has to make a choice from a given set of information. This we 
often refer to as relying on one's 'experience'. 


?Refer also to: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Doha no. 7.] 


do. ferr nR sre uhr rt | stat ate fear SETS N g Ui 
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caupa’. 


bihamsa nari bacana suni kana. aho moha mahima balavana. 1. 
nari subha'u satya saba kahahim. avaguna atha sada ura rahahim. 2. 
sahasa anrta capalata maya. bhaya abibeka asauca adaya. 3. 


When Ravana heard the words of his wife Mandodari, he laughed aloud in derision, 
and exclaimed, ‘Ah! How great and powerful is the power of infatuation and 
attachment that comes with true love’! (1) 


Forsooth, all great poets have rightly observed that a woman by nature always has 
eight faults or shortcomings in her character. (2) 


These eight faults or shortcomings are the following: Recklessness and rashness 
(sahasa); falsehood and deceit (anrta); fickleness and transigency (capalata); being 
prone to delusions and hallucinations (maya); unwarranted fear and apprehensions 
(bhaya); ignorance and lack of knack in dealing with the practical problems of the 
world (abibeka); impurity of thought and lack of cleanliness of mind (asauca); and 
selfishness and lack of mercy (adaya)’. (3) 


[Note—'Here Ravana acknowledges that his wife loves him very dearly, and that is 
why she is so greatly worried at the prospect of harm coming to him, and mortally 
upset about his safety and security. Why, he had fought so many countless wars but 
never ever had she expressed such fear and anxiety for his safety, so therefore there is 
aught naught any reason now for her consternations. 

However, it ought to be noted that in her zeal to protect her husband Ravana 
and to express her grave apprehensions, Mandodari has dared to cross the boundary of 
decency, modesty, propriety and probity by openly praising another person, who 
happens to be her husband’s arch enemy, right in front of him without bothering about 
its serious repercussions and grave consequences. She could be severely censored and 
jailed for open disloyalty and immodesty as well as for gross impropriety and 
misconduct by lavishing praise upon another man right before her husband; she could 
be thrown into a dungeon with charges of treason and sedition. 

But true love is so great a moving force that the lover is not worried about his 
or her safety in order to safeguard the welfare of the beloved. Hence, Mandodari was 


1228 


ready to face all accusations if somehow her entireties could persuade Ravana to 
abandon his aggressive nature and hostile attitude towards Lord Ram and make peace 
with the Lord so that not only his life is spared but the doom of the entire demon race 
could be averted. 


*Ravana has listed eight shortcomings in the character of a woman. Let us examine 
how they hold true for Mandodari. 

(i) Even though she knows her husband's stubborn nature that once he decides 
to do something he would listen to nothing that is contrary to his decision, yet she 
tries four times to make him change his mind. She also knows how wrathful he 
becomes if contradicted, and how mercilessly he takes revenge. Yet she has the 
temerity to face him boldly and praise his enemy right before him. Is this not short of 
dare devilry? Her anxiety and restlessness could have boomeranged upon her and cost 
her very dear if Ravana had chosen to throw her into prison and be tortured for 
speaking against him. 

She also knows that he would never give Sita back to Lord Ram and make 
peace with him, yet she repeatedly asks him to do so—refer: Ram Charit Manas, (a) 
Sundar Kand, Chaupai line nos. 6, 7-8 that precede Doha no. 36; (b) Lanka Kand, 
Doha no. 6; (c) Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no 8 that precedes Doha no. 14, and Doha 
no. 15-b; and (d) Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1, 3 that precede Doha no. 36 and 
Doha no. 37. 

(ii) Ravana accuses her of speaking a lie and creating a smokescreen of 
delusions and falsehood that seems to portray Lord Ram as being more powerful than 
her husband Ravana. 

(iii) She is of a fickle mind and uncertain of what to do and how to persuade 
her husband to change his mind—for she sometimes weeps, then at other times falls 
down at his feet, and then tries to scare him by painting a picture of his enemy Ram as 
someone who is the Supreme Being himself, whereas from all apparent signs he 
seems to be an ordinary prince of the kingdom of Ayodhya, for Lord Ram acts and 
behaves like one, showing no supernatural prowess or super-human powers. He ran 
like an ordinary man behind the golden deer; he lamented for his lost wife, began 
searching for her here and there in the wilderness, then prayed to the Ocean to let him 
cross it, and so many other developments that show he is an ordinary but courageous 
prince, and definitely not the Supreme Being that Mandodari makes him out to be 
before Ravana. This is the reason why “Ravana laughed derisively when Mandodari 
tried to tell him that Lord Ram was not an ordinary man but the Viraat Purush". 

(iv) And this is also the reason why Ravana accuses her of ignorance and utter 
lack of knowledge of the affairs of the world. She has become scared because for 
some reason, say lack of alertness on the part of the demons, a monkey (Hanuman) 
has managed to successfully cross the ocean and surreptitiously enter Lanka, and later 
burning it when he managed to escape from captivity, but that does not mean that the 
same thing would be repeated in a war when the demon army is fully prepared and 
armed to the teeth to face any challenge. 

(v) This is also why Ravana believes her to be deluded and hallucinating—as 
if doomsday 1s right around the corner. Has she forgotten about his might and prowess 
with which he had so easily subdued all the combined strength of the gods of heaven? 
They ran helter-skelter to save themselves as soon as they heard that Ravana is 
coming to attack them. So what is such an issue with a human being that has so much 
shaken Mandodari if it is not an imaginary ghost of doom and death that has scared 
the wits out of her? 
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(vi) Why is she so terrified of monkeys and bears of Kishkindha, and the two 
human princes Lord Ram and his brother Laxman who were thrown out of their own 
kingdom by their father (king Dasrath) and step mother (Kaikeyi), and who could not 
muster courage to claim their rights then? What will they do now regarding Sita; if 
they have the right over her, then let them claim her. 

“When they couldn’t claim their right to the throne of Ayodhya, I wonder’, 
Ravana told Mandodari, “about their ability to exercise their right over Sita. Let them 
go ahead and retrieve her. But why are you so overcome with consternation and 
anxiety, this I can’t understand.” 

(vit) Ravana also says that a woman is selfish and has no mercy. Well, he 
taunts Mandodari by this remark. Where was her concern, he seems to ask, about the 
sufferings of a woman captive when he had captured so many women-folk of the 
human race as well as of the gods, and brought them as trophies to Lanka. What is so 
special about Sita that worries Mandodari so much; Sita is already so weak and 
miserable that she does not stand any chance of recovery if he decides to cut-off her 
meagre ration of food and water if he becomes annoyed at Mandodari’s stance of 
siding with his prisoner. When all the gods together could not gather courage to free 
their women folk from him, what will two princes do? 

Mandodari is accused of being ‘selfish’ because now she is so worried about 
Sita as she fears that Sita’s husband Lord Ram is very powerful and he is a danger for 
the safety of her own husband Ravana, but earlier she was not at all concerned about 
other women in Ravana’s captivity as she was confident that their respective husbands 
were no threat to her own husband Ravana. It is clearly a case of selfishness and self- 
centred expression of concern for the miseries of a prisoner. 

(viii) Ravana calls Mandodari ‘impure and un-clean in mind’ because she 
praises his opponent. It is surely not a proper conduct and a modest behaviour for a 
wife to criticise her own husband and praise another woman’s husband, which in the 
present case Mandodari does by finding fault with her husband Ravana and glorifying 
Sita’s husband Lord Ram. This behaviour is not acceptable even in modern times, and 
may result in a sharp spat between a husband and a wife, the former accusing the 
latter of infidelity, and it may be even culminate in a divorce. ] 
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You have tried to frighten me by describing the cosmic and all-pervading form of my 
enemy (i.e. Lord Ram's ‘Viraat’ form, to tell me that he has supernatural powers that 
are possessed by the Supreme Being). 

[To wit, you wish to scare me by saying that my opponent is exceptionally 
powerful and strong so that I buckle and surrender to him for fear of my life.] (4) 
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But me dear, all such forms (i.e. all the gods who represent one or the other form of 
the Supreme Being whose cosmic form you have invoked) are well under my control’, 

I am grateful to you that now I have realised what the reality is, and I also 
thank you very much indeed to remind me of my own immensity of powers and 
valour in this respect (so that I can face my enemy with renewed courage, vigour and 
enthusiasm). (5-6) 


[Note—'Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, (a) Baal Kand, Doha no. 182 along with 
Chaupai line nos. 5-13 that precede it; (b) Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 4 that 
precedes Doha no. 37; (c) Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-4 that precede Doha no. 8. 


?To wit, you love me so much that at a time when I need some encouragement and a 
reminder of my own immensity of strength and power, you have been witty enough to 
step in and remind me about my abilities and majesty by invoking the cosmic form of 
the Supreme Being, because all the gods of heaven whom I have subdued by the 
strength of my arms are in reality manifestations of this Supreme Being who has 
assumed the forms of these many gods to carry out the different functions of creation. 
So therefore, you actually mean to tell me that in a way I have conquered the Supreme 
Being himself by vanquishing these gods. 

So thank you very much indeed for this veiled encouragement! Well, when I 
could so easily conquer so many varied manifestations of the Supreme Being as 
represented by the individual and the combined might of so many gods of heaven, 
then say why should I worry for a single form that Supreme Being might have taken 
as Lord Ram? Cheer up; there's nothing to worry! 

I do appreciate your ingenuity that you have employed this ruse to remind me 
of my own strength.] 
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8. 


Oh the one with beautiful eyes like that of a fawn (mrgalocani)! Your words are 
veiled or encrypted in secrecy, and they convey a message that is not apparent on the 
surface. This veiled message though, when fully understood, gives comfort to think of 
it; it grants immense joy and happiness to the hearer; and it dispels all his fears''. (7) 


Meanwhile, Mandodari concluded that her husband is under the influence of Kaal 
(death; doomed destiny) so much that his mind has become deluded and it has lost its 
rational way of thinking resulting in his wisdom and prudence becoming eclipsed’. (8) 


[Note— Ravana means two things here. Firstly, he thanks Mandodari to remind him 
that the Supreme Being has come himself to give him deliverance from this gross 
sinful body of a demon, and to liberate his soul that is trapped inside it. So therefore 
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he is very fortunate as otherwise there was little hope of his ever finding redemption 
and salvation for his soul. 

Secondly, he thanks her for reminding him of his own valour, power and 
strength by which he had conquered all the gods of the heaven who are one or the 
other manifestations of the Supreme Being. So he must not feel scared in facing Lord 
Ram. 

He says that Mandodari’s words are encrypted in secrecy because had she 
spoken straightforward in the way outlined herein above then it would seem that she 
is instigating her husband to wage a bloody war that might culminate in the ruin of the 
whole demon race. So she used a round about way of conveying her intent. 


? Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, (i) Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha 
no. 8; (11) Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 37.] 


ao.  ufg fater ara forte ag Ura We ques | 
Gest shies eienufa Gut Was We sien 2a (CH) I 
doha. 


ehi bidhi karata binoda bahu prata pragata dasakandha. 
sahaja asanka lankapati sabham gaya'u mada andha. 16 (a). 


In this way, the night was spent in jest and light talk. When the next day dawned, the 
ten-headed Ravana—who was accustomed to being fearless by his nature (sahaja 
asanka) and made blind with a sense of false pride of strength and invincibility that 
made him arrogant and haughty (mada andha)—went to attend his royal court as he 
used to do routinely (as if nothing serious has happened at all, and therefore there is 
aught naught to worry). (Doha no. 16-a) 


"IO. erg WW SE Waly Yar arate Were | 
Wee tea A Sat ait ae frets fara wa 98 (39) 


soratha. 


phüla'i phara'i na beta jadapi sudha barasahim jalada. 
mürukha hrdayam na ceta jaum gura milahim biranci sama. 16 (b). 


Verily indeed, it is said that no matter how much it rains, but the reed never bears 
flowers or fruits. 

Likewise, a fool (especially the one who is under the spell of death and doom) 
will never learn or understand anything (nor will he rectify his mistakes and change 
his wayward manners) even if he is advised and shown the correct path by the most 
learned of teachers, such as the Creator himself’. (Sortha no. 16-b) 


[Note—'Here the ‘reed’ is used to mean Ravana. He was so stupid and had come 
under the influence of his doomed destiny that he did not listen to anyone who 
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advised him to avoid a confrontation with Lord Ram as it would ruin him. None of 
Ravana’s advisors succeeded in bringing him to his senses. ] 


(iii) Sub-section 12.1.3 = Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Doha no. 35- 
b—to Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 38:- 


After Mandodari had failed in her three previous attempts to somehow persuade 
Ravana to abandon his haughtiness and ego that would lead to his ruin, and instead 
wake up to the realities and make peace with Lord Ram by sending his abducted wife 
Sita back to him, she felt awfully exasperated and frustrated as well as desperate. She 
decided to shame Ravana by debunking his boast and bluster of invincibility and 
infallibility with a list of his failures and weaknesses, asking him where was his 
valour and strength and courage during those moments where he had to bite dust and 
put himself to public shame and humiliation. She intended to point out to him that all 
his claim of invincibility and infallibility, of possessing matchless power and strength 
fall flat and sound hollow boast when considered in the backdrop of the listed events. 
She wished to boldly tell him how weak, fragile and ill-prepared he actually is, how 
deluded he has become by living in an illusionary world of his own dreams which he 
has managed to conjure up in his imagination just to satisfy is misplaced ego and a 
sense of false self-pride. 

But unfortunately Ravana would not listen to any entreaty and reasoning as he 
was grabbed by the claws of the God of Death. 

In the following verses we read how Mandodari makes a last-ditch effort to 
make her husband relent and avoid the bloody war with Lord Ram. 


Gist SIT cache war Was ÍSIeTI | 
Haat wets agh Het MASS 84 (38 ) I 


samjha jani dasakandhara bhavana gaya'u bilakha'i. 
mandodarim ravanahi bahuri kaha samujha'i. 35 (b). 


[After Angad, Lord Ram's messenger, had humiliated Ravana in full court and called 
his bluff of invincibility and infallibility for all the naught it was worth, the demon 
king was crestfallen and utterly dejected. He dismissed his court, and as it was 
twilight hours he retired to his palace.] 


As evening fell, the ten-headed demon king Ravana went to his palace in a completely 
disconsolate and somber mood. 

[Mandodari was highly upset by the recent developments, and when she 
observed that her husband Ravana was extremely perturbed she realized that the 
situation was truly very grave.] 

As soon as Ravana entered the palace, Mandodari made another attempt to try 
and persuade him to abandon his arrogance, and make peace with Lord Ram. (Doha 
no. 35-b) 
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"dio. ha WHÍSDW Wn Halal | Ale A AAT qele vetet t 9 ul 
TAS AY Wu Gas purs ale mpg sth Rp d R M 


caupat. 


kanta samujhi mana tajahu kumatihi. soha na samara tumhahi raghupatihi. 


(1) 


ramanuja laghu rekha khaca'l. so'u nahim naghehu asi manusa'. 2. 


She said, *My dear husband (kanta)! Ponder earnestly about the developments and 
think seriously about them in your mind. You ought to abandon your perversity as a 
confrontation between you and Lord Raghupati (Lord Ram) is quite out of the place, 
for it would bring no glory to you, but only ignominy and shame. (1) 


Lord Ram's younger brother (Laxman) had marked a small circle (around Sita) which 
you dared not cross (at the time you abducted her)—such is your valour and courage, 
isn't it'? (2) 


[Note— After all her previous attempts had failed, Mandodari decided to shame her 
husband by calling his boast a bluff in a final effort to make him realize his 
weaknesses, fears and failures by citing some instances that highlight his Achilles’ 
heel. 

It seems in all probability that Mandodari chose to put her husband to embarrassment 
and disgrace by rebuking him and listing all the events that show him in a very poor 
light as being totally incompetent, impotent and cowardly inspite of his boast and 
bluster is because Ravana had rebuked her earlier by saying that she, being a woman, 
has eight faults or shortcoming or weaknesses in her character that are natural to 
her—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 2-3 that precede 
Doha no. 16. 

Mandodari had felt intensely disgusted at Ravana's above remark at that time 
because it was totally unwarranted, as her attempt to persuade him to avoid a war with 
Lord Ram was good intentioned and meant to avoid a calamity befalling her husband, 
and nothing more. She never meant to insult him or undermine his status as a great 
warrior whose valour and abilities were undoubted. But after Ravana's chiding her 
and calling her weak in character, she decided to turn the tables on him—to prove to 
him that it was he who had so many weaknesses, instead of her. 

The first instance she cites is of the moment when Ravana had gone to kidnap 
Sita at Panchavati. At that time, Laxman had made a circle on the ground by the tip of 
his arrow before leaving the hermitage on the insistence of Sita who had compelled 
him to go in the direction in which Lord Ram had gone pursuing the golden deer in 
order to help his brother. Laxman had infused this circle with magical charm that if 
anyone tries to overstep it and come inside he would be burnt. Sita would be safe 
within it. 

Ravana did not dare to cross this cursed circle to grab Sita, so he employed a 
ruse of assuming the form of a mendicant and asking her for alms which she could 
give him only by stepping outside the circumference of the circle because Ravana was 
standing a little away from it. So, as soon as she stepped out of the circle to give him 
alms, Ravana grabbed her and ran away like a scared animal who has dared to steal a 
lion's kill in his absence and fears for his own life. 


1234 


This incident of Laxman drawing a circle around Sita and Ravana not having 
the courage to cross it is mentioned in a little known book titled “Hanumanna 
Naatak", in its Canto 8, verse no. 36, and Canto 9, verse no. 9.] 


fra que «rfe Raa GUTAT | Teh ga HT AS HUT N 3 I 
adh Petey fer aa rest amas enfu hat STHeRT Ul ¥ Ul 
taai oie faftrr SINT | at aE Stew dfé WRTU Y N 
WIR Hehe Ot Heh ONT | hel Tal Ae Wel PST ll 8 N 


piya tumha tahi jitaba sangrama. jake düta kera yaha kama. 3. 
kautuka sindhu naghi tava lanka. aya'u kapi kehari asanka. 4. 
rakhavare hati bipina ujara. dekhata tohi accha téhim mara. 5. 
jari sakala pura kinhési chara. kaham raha bala garba tumhara. 6. 


My dear (piya)! Do you hope that you can win him (Lord Ram) in a war whose 
humble messengers had done such marvelous deeds that were recently witnessed by 
all of us, and which defy imagination? (3) 


A monkey (i.e. Hanuman) playfully (i.e. effortlessly) leapt across the mighty ocean 
and entered Lanka fearlessly as if he was a lion (moving boldly and fearlessly in the 
forest). (4) 


Once here, he had laid to ruin your forest and killed its guards. When your son 
Akshay Kumar was sent by you to capture him, he too was killed even while you 
watched. (5) 


Not only this, he (Hanuman) had burnt your city of Lanka to ashes'. Tell me, where 
was your strength and power, of which you boast so much, at that time; what were 
you doing? 

[Tell me, couldn't you stop Hanuman and prevent the devastation that he had 
unleashed right under your nose? What to talk of preventing the calamity that befell 
our city, you could not even punish Hanuman for what he did, for he went away from 
Lanka unharmed with no single demon warrior having the guts to stop him from 
escaping. And you could not garner the courage to summon those demon guards who 
were assigned the duty of protecting the boarders of the kingdom, and ask for at least 
an explanation from them.] (6) 


[Note— These events are narrated in detail in the fifth Canto called ‘Sundar Kand’ of 
Ram Charit Manas.] 


aa Ufa qur mer APT ANE UHR Hel ng uad farm iu t 
"ufa vgufate Tata SM AME | SAT SAT AT Bet Tet SITE ll £ I 
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aba pati mrsa gala jani mārahu. mora kaha kachu hrdayam bicarahu. 7. 
pati raghupatihi nrpati jani manahu. aga jaga natha atula bala janahu. 8. 


Now my dear husband, do not boast unnecessarily and stop talking bluster; enough is 
enough. You must pay heed to my advice even now as it is still not too late to make 
amends. (7) 


Oh my husband (pati)! Do not treat the Lord of the Raghus (“raghupati”; Lord Ram) 
as an ordinary human prince, but regard him as the ‘Lord of the whole world'’, and 
one who has immense supernatural powers at his disposal. (8) 


[Note—'Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes 
Doha no. 14—to Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 15.] 


aM Waa SIT HIST Pump Het Ate AMS Ara N e M 
WAH ANT Sa SIUTT 1 WS TSS Te Stet FATT Ul 20 N 
ats qe wren fastet tae care frag fens aret ii $9 ul 


bana pratapa jana marica. tasu kaha nahim manehi nica. 9. 
janaka sabham aganita bhüpala. rahe tumha'u bala atula bisala. 10. 
bhanji dhanusa janaki bi'ahi. taba sangrama jitehu kina tahi. 11. 


Marich was fully aware of the might and prowess of his (Lord Ram's) arrows!. When 
you had gone to him (Marich) to ask him to help you abduct Sita, he had tried to tell 
you the reality and dissuade you from being rash, but you treated him with utter 
contempt and disdain, not listening to his sane advice which was intended for your 
own welfare’. [What was the result? Marich lost his life for no fault of his. You 
brought Sita to Lanka, and this led to Hanuman coming here and killing our son 
Akshay Kumar and setting the city of Lanka on fire. Is it not enough to make you 
alarmed?] (9) 


In the royal court of king Janak, all the great kings and princes of the world had 
assembled, and you, who claim to possess huge strength and immense powers, were 
present there too (weren't you)’. (10) 


In that assembly, he (Lord Ram) had broken the bow (of Lord Shiva) and wed the 
daughter of Janak (i.e. Sita)*. Why didn't you challenge him at that time and defeat 
him in order to claim the hands of Sita right then and there?? (11) 


[Note—'When Marich and Subahu and other demons had gone to disrupt sage 
Vishwamitra's fire sacrifice which Lord Ram and Laxman were protecting, the Lord 
had killed all the other demons but spared Marich's life by shooting him with a 
headless arrow which struck Marich with such a force that he was immediately flung 
to a far away island in the middle of the ocean. (Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Baal 
Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-6 that precede Doha no. 210.) 
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*Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 
24—to Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 26. 


*Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 
250. 


“Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, (i) Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 
262; (11) Doha no. 292. 


‘Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line nos. 4-8 that precede Doha no. 
292. 

Aren’t you ashamed of yourself? All other assembled kings and princes had at 
least shown the courage to rise in revolt against Janak, although they were subdued 
immediately because sage Parashuram had intervened angrily to protest the breaking 
of the bow. {Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, (i) Chaupai line nos. 1-5 that 
precede Doha no. 266; and (11) Chaupai line nos. 2-3 that precede Doha no. 268.} 

But you had chosen to escape silently without letting anyone know that you 
are gone. {Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes 
Doha no. 256.} 

Tell me, where was your valour and courage and dare devilry then? Had you 
challenged Lord Ram for a duel at that time and defeated him, you would not only 
have got Sita as a trophy but would also have gained immense fame and world-wide 
recognition. Tell me, what stopped you from doing it? Instead of claiming Sita as your 
rightful prize, you stole her slyly like a thief. Is this how a brave warrior acts; is this 
the character of a brave soul that you pretend to be? Verily, the actual way you 
behaved shows you in a very poor light, more like that of a coward and a scoundrel 
than any warrior worth his name. | 


Rafa Ga Brg ser ANT | Tar ferar afi Te NTN $3 1 
Jun & ata qe Sat aaf cea als emet ferret g3 N 


surapati suta jana'i bala thora. rakha ji'ata amkhi gahi phora. 12. 
supanakha kai gati tumha dekhi. tadapi hrdayam nahim laja bisesr. 13. 


The son of the king of Gods (i.e. Jayant, who was the son of Indra) believed that he 
(Lord Ram) did not have much strength and powers. But though Jayant committed a 
grave impropriety yet the Lord spared his life by just blinding him in one eye’. (12) 


You have witnessed the miserable fate that Supernakha had suffered’, and yet you 
aren't ashamed of anything. (13) 


[Note— This episode is narrated in detail in Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, 
Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 1—to Doha no. 2. 

Briefly it is this: Jayant doubted the might of Lord Ram, so he assumed the 
form of a crow and went to prick Sita with his sharp beak. When Lord Ram saw blood 
oozing out of the wound, he picked a blade of grass and shot it at Jayant. No one in 
the world dared to shelter him against Lord Ram's arrow. Finally he was advised by 
sage Narad to go and plead for mercy with Lord Ram. The Lord took pity upon him 
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and said that since his arrow can't go in vain so it would take out one eye of Jayant 
and spare his life. Thus, the ‘crow’ was left blinded in one eye. 


?This episode is narrated in detail in Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line 
no. 3 that precedes Doha no. 17—to Doha no. 22. 

Mandodari severly chides Ravana, saying sarcastically, "Supernakha happens 
to be your sister, and when she came wailing to you to complain that her nose and 
ears had been cut by Lord Ram, why did you not immediately go and attack him to 
take revenge and settle scores? Why couldn't you avenge her insult directly instead of 
taking recourse to deceit and falsehood by becoming a mendicant to steal Lord Ram's 
wife instead? Is your cowardly, lowly, stupid and mean act not enough to put you to 
shame?"] 


ao. afr fare ar gute vitet ect ensis i 
altel uen Ot Are ate SITE TAHA i 38 Il 

doha. 

badhi biradha khara düsanahi lilam hatyo kabandha. 

bali eka sara maryo tehi janahu dasakandha. 36. 


He (Lord Ram) had slayed, without the least effort as if it was a sporting activity for 
him, the demons named Viradha', Khar, Dushan? and Kabandha?. Not only this, he 
had slayed Baali* (king of Kishkindha and the elder brother of Sugriv) with a single 
arrow. 

Tell me oh Ravana (*dasakandha"; literally someone with ‘ten shoulders’, 
implying ‘ten heads’, one head over one shoulder)—don’t you know about these 
developments? Aren't you yourself aware that these deaths cannot be caused by an 
ordinary person; hasn't this thought crossed your mind and caused a lot of alarm to 
you’? (Doha no. 36) 


[Note— Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes 
Doha no. 7. 


?Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Doha no. 20; and Chaupai line no. 2 that 
precedes Doha no. 23. 


?Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 
33. 


“Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, Doha no. 8; and Sortha no. 33-a. 


‘Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Doha no. 22 along with Chaupai line nos. 
1-36 that follow it.] 


"do. Whe serere Wem 1 Sat WY Set Slat YATT e 
lotion (TR Het hd lac Worse feat ST 3 I 
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SU We SE da Tet Ha HR AT AE TTA WISIT 3 UI 


caupat. 


jehim jalanatha bamdhaya'u hela. utaré prabhu dala sahita subela. 1. 
karunika dinakara kula kētū. duta pathaya'u tava hita hetu. 2. 
sabha majha jehim tava bala matha. kari barütha mahum mrgapati jatha. 3. 


He (Lord Ram) had tied the ocean by constructing a bridge across it as if it were a 
sport for him (i.e. he achieved this stupendous feat of building a bridge across the 
turbulent surface of the mighty ocean, a feat never ever done heretofore, without the 
least effort), and then landed in Lanka at Mt. Subel with his formidable army”. [Were 
you asleep then; what were you doing? Why couldn't you stop him from building the 
bridge first, and then why couldn't you muster courage to stop him from landing in 
Lanka and pitching the camp for his huge army on Mt. Subel, right under your nose?] 
(1) 


That merciful Lord (karunika) who is the flag-bearer of the glory of the Solar race 
(dinakara kula kētū) had been so kind and gracious that he chose to send a 
messenger of peace to your court keeping in mind your interests and welfare. 

[To wit, Lord Ram decided to give a chance to peace by sending Angad as his 
messenger to you to explore the possibility of making peace and avoiding a war 
because he is so merciful that he did not wish to willingly become an instrument of 
your ruin, and instead forgive you for all your mischief in case you realized your 
mistakes and were willing to relent and make amends.]? (2) 


In the middle of the full court that emissary had crushed your strength and trampled 
upon your honour fearlessly^ just like a brave lion enters a herd of elephants and 
vanquishes their pride by killing one of them’. (3) 


[Note—'Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes 
Doha no. 4—to Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes Doha no. 5. 


"Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 
11. 


Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 5-8 that precede Doha no. 
17 where Lord Ram makes his intentions clear, at the time of sending Angad as his 
emissary to Ravana, that he wants to act in a way that would be conducive for the 
good and welfare of the demon king although the latter was his enemy and was 
definitely at fault. The Lord instructs Angad that he should explore the possibility if 
any strategy can be devised by which whatever is done could be for the welfare and 
good of Ravana. 


^Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 
32—to Doha no. 35-a. 

Briefly it so happened that Angad, who was sent by Lord Ram to see if 
something could be done to avoid the war and peace could be restored, and Ravana 
had a heated argument, each trying to out wit and embarrass the other and talk him 
down. Their interaction started on a softer note but soon degenerated into a no-holds 
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barred acerbic verbal spat, with both of them shooting volleys of disparaging remarks 
and scalding taunts at each other, casting aspersions at each other’s self-esteem, 
character, honour and integrity. Tempers rose sharply and the angry verbal dual 
became exceedingly bitter, sarcastic, caustic, acrimonious and hostile in nature by 
degrees, with both Ravana and Angad leaving no stone unturned at insulting and out- 
witting each other. 

What started, therefore, as a formal dialogue between Angad and Ravana to 
explore the possibility of ending hostility by a negotiated settlement of outstanding 
issues, gradually descended into a dirty cesspool of nasty tit-for-tat involving personal 
attacks and disparaging comments on each other’s character and integrity, leading to a 
rapid rise in temper, abrasiveness and impertinence of the words used, and the 
contemptuous tone in the speech employed in the exchange. 

This melodramatic episode, with its singularly theatrical histrionics not found 
elsewhere in the entire story of the Ramayan, is narrated in Ram Charit Manas, Lanka 
Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 20—to Doha no. 35. 

At the climax however, when Angad realized that Ravana is not amenable as 
the latter was exceptionally stubborn and arrogant, as well as in the throes of death 
and destined for destruction, which had eclipsed his wisdom and blinded his 
reasoning, he became exasperated so much so that he finally decided to end this 
meeting by completely demolishing Ravana’s pride and esteem, and proving to him 
that his time was up, and that all his talk of might and power and strength and 
invincibility was mere bluster and nothing but hollow sound of a drum, a sound that is 
louder from a drum which is equally large, with a big hollow in the inside. 

Thus, before leaving Ravana’s court Angad did two things that completely 
demolished the remnants of Ravana’s esteem and dignity in full view of the demon 
court. The first deed was this: Angad thumped the ground with his clenched fists so 
violently that there was a minor quake and Ravana lost his balance. All his ten crowns 
toppled down and fell to the ground; some of these crowns were picked up by 
Ravenna and put on his head, while some were kicked by Angad as if he was kicking 
a football, and these landed in front of Lord Ram who was sitting in his camp on Mt. 
Subel. This first deed of Angad to humiliate Ravana is narrated in Ram Charit Manas, 
Lanka Kand, Doha no. 32-a along with Chaupai line nos. 1-10 that precede it. 

As if it was not sufficient enough to embarrass and humiliate his adversary 
Ravana and put him to abject shame in the front of his royal court, Angad did another 
remarkable thing of bravery and courage that cast a pall of gloom and despair to 
descend on the entire assembly, leaving Ravana morally defeated and emotionally 
depressed and dejected and forlorn like a vanquished warrior who has lost all hopes of 
victory. Angad stamped his foot on the ground with an open challenge to Ravana to 
move it. The bet was that if Ravana could move Angad’s foot then it would be 
deemed that Ravana has won and Lord Ram has lost, and on the other hand if Ravana 
could not move Angad’s foot then he must concede defeat and surrender. Ravana and 
many of his demon warriors failed to move Angad’s foot, either individually or 
exerting all their energy and might together. This event signified Ravana’s total defeat 
and his complete moral subjugation; it demoralized him and subjected him to abject 
humiliation like the one he had never experienced before in his career. This second 
deed of Angad to humiliate Ravana is narrated in Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, 
Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 34—to Doha no. 35-a. 


‘`The analogy is apt here because Ravana was surrounded by so many of his brave 
demon warriors whereas Angad was all alone. The lion is not afraid by a herd of 
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elephants; it would pounce on the back of one of them to kill his prey even as other 
elephants may watch in vain. 
The same idea is expressed in Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Doha no. 19.] 


BT BAA STTAT weh TT THT HT aT STH Uv UI 
Wf we fuu oft Of Ae Eg | ga AA AAT Ae Eg du N 


angada hanumata anucara jake. rana bamkuré bira ati bamké. 4. 
tehi kahan piya puni puni nara kahahü. mudha mana mamata mada bahahi. 
5: 


It is such an aggravated irony of a doomed fate that you are unable to see the reality 
that stares right in your face, and you have become blind to it. Why, don’t you know 
that Hanuman and Angad are exceptionally able, strong and brave warriors who have 
no match in this world, who are so dauntless in battle? 

The gentleman whom they serve so diligently, loyally, faithfully and 
obediently, how stupid it is for you to treat that person (i.e. Lord Ram) as an ordinary 
human being'? Why do you wish to carry the burden of guilt on your head; why are 
you so driven by a false sense of pride and made irrational by arrogance that you can’t 
see what is obvious. 

[To wit, why don’t you understand that there must be something unique and 
great in Lord Ram that these two mighty warriors Angad and Hanuman chose to serve 
him and seek his refuge? They don’t raise their heads before Lord Ram, and do what 
they are told to do without as much as asking ‘why’. Then say, why don’t you come 
to terms with reality and end your hostility with Lord Ram?] (4-5) 


[Note—'Any great warrior worth his name would not like to serve anyone so humbly 
and obediently, without as much as even raising his head before the master or lord 
they serve or ask any question or requesting to be told the rationale behind any 
instruction issued by the master to him, like the way Angad and Hanuman serve Lord 
Ram. 

Surely both Angad and Hanuman must have observed something unique in 
Lord Ram that convinced them he was not an ordinary human being but someone who 
possessed supernatural powers, someone who is divine and great, someone who is 
endowed with some extraordinarily great mystical powers. 

So here Mandodari severely chides her husband Ravana why is he not able to 
see tell-tale signs that are self-evident. After all, did Ravana not see the prowess of 
Hanuman when he had killed his son Akshay Kumar and had fearlessly burnt Lanka 
and equally fearlessly went back from the city, with no one daring to stop him? Then 
once again, Angad his trounced his pride and crushed his honour and self-esteem in 
full view of the court, and like Hanuman he too went back unchallenged. 

Are these not enough signs of their fearlessness, boldness, courage, valour, 
prowess, strength, invincibility and dare devilry that have surpassed even the 
combined might of the whole demon army that prides itself for these grand virtues 
that make for a great warrior? 

Surely then there must be something special in Lord Ram that motivated and 
inspired both Angad and Hanuman to seek the Lord’s blessing and patronage, and 
serve him so faithfully and deligently. ] 
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Alas my beloved husband (ahaha kanta)! It is so unfortunate and sad that inspite of 
being aware of all the above facts you still chose to be hostile to Lord Ram. It is 
because you are under the firm grip of ‘Kaal’ (the factor of ‘time’ that governs the 
span of a living being's life in this mortal world) so much that all your wisdom and 
intelligence and prudence have been eclipsed. (6) 


Verily indeed, ‘Kaal’ does not kill anyone by hitting him with a baton, but it employs 
a subtle way of achieving that end, and that way is by robbing the doomed creature's 
goodness and virtues by which he might have done good deeds, acted righteously, 
practiced probity and propriety in life and his dealings with others, or by robbing his 
strength so quietly and imperceptibly that the affected creature is not even aware that 
he has become very weak till the time of testing his strength comes, or by clouding his 
wisdom, decimating his intelligence and the power to think rightly to such an extent 
that he is turned into a dumb-witted and worthless stupid fellow who is not even 
shadow of his former illustrious self. (7) 


My lord (sa'im)! When Kaal comes calling near a creature then the latter becomes as 
deluded and overcome by hallucinations as has become of you. 

[To wit, when the end of a person is near then he will do all the wrong things 
and take all the wrong decisions, and no matter how hard it is tried to show him that 
he is treading a wrong path that would lead to his ruin, he simply wouldn't listen. The 
same thing applies to you it certainly seem, for you too appear to be under the firm 
grip of Kaal so much so that your wisdom and intelligence seem to have totally 
abandoned you, leaving you sinking in a dark void of delusions and hallucinations 
that have prompted you to slide towards your own destruction. Alas, it is so sad and 
dismaying that this seems to be the fiat of your fate and the writ of your destiny over 
which no one has any control whatsoever.] (8) 
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Two of you sons have died; your city has been burnt to ashes’. Oh my dear husband 
(piya)! Inspite of these calamities, your body is still whole, and you are unharmed as 
yet. 

Oh Lord (natha); worship Lord Raghunath (Lord Ram) who is like an ocean 
of mercy, compassion and kindness. By doing this you will gain good fame and pure 
glory (as this act of yours would be auspicious, righteous and proper, and it would 
automatically have its due rewards)°.’ (Doha no. 37) 


[Note—'You boast so much of your valour and strength. Tell me—where were you 
and what had happened to you famed valour, strength and powers when your sons 
died and when your city of Lanka was burnt to ashes? Why didn't, and why couldn't, 
you stop these calamities happening right under your nose? Why couldn't you stop 
Kaal from carrying out these two things—killing your sons and having your city 
burnt? So how will you stop the same Kaal from killing you? Don't you realise that 
Kaal has been emboldened by your inability to stop him then, and so now this time 
around the Kaal will strike you harder, and with more confidence. 

Who were the two sons of Ravana that Mandodari mentioned as being killed, 
and by whom were they killed? 

The first son was Akshay Kumar, and he was slayed by Hanuman—apropos: 
Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 18 and 
Chaupai line no. 1 that follows it. 

The second son was killed by Angad when he had gone as Lord Ram's 
emissary to Ravana. This son was as bad mannered as his father Ravana. He was 
playing when Angad met him. The interaction that followed between the two soon 
became heated and acerbic. Ravana's son, as was his habit, raised his leg to kick 
Angad, at which the latter grabbed him and smashed him to the ground, instantly 
killing Ravana's second son. This event occurred prior to Mandodari's fourth and last 
attempt to persuade Ravana to end his hostile attitude towards Lord Ram, and it is 
narrated in Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 3-7 that precede Doha 
no. 18. 


?To wit, though horribly frightening things have been happening here, yet you are still 
safe, and therefore you still have time to take precautionary steps that no further 
damage is done, and no personal harm comes to you. It is said that one must save the 
harvest while there is time. So you must take immediate remedial measures to avoid 
further damage. 


*If you abandon hostility towards Lord Ram and return his wife Sita, whom you have 
wrongfully stolen, then be sure this deed of yours will give you immense fame and 
glory—because it is the right thing to do. 

On the other hand, even if you manage to win the war, you will get nothing 
but infamy and ignominy as a person who was so highly pervert, sinful, evil and 
unscrupulous that he abducted another person's wife to satisfy his lust, and when that 
person came to free his wife you had the temerity to defeat him in battle just to prove 
that you are more powerful. But this proving of your might, even if it's successfully 
achieved, is not with some auspicious and righteous objective, but it is to satisfy your 
perversity, arrogance and rapacity. 

How do you imagine that this thing would give you any good name? No, I 
must tell you that it would be a very shameful and ignominious victory even if you do 
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The stern words of Mandodari that were shot at Ravana were like sharp arrows that 
wounded his pride and ego’. 
[The night passed, and—] The next morning Ravana went to his court. (1) 


He forgot (or pretended to forget) all his worries and fears, and sat very proudly on 
his throne (putting up a bold face, and letting all the demons know that their king is 
fearless and not at all worried by the impending war)’. (2) 


[Note— Mandodari's scorching rebuke left Ravana squirming in embarrassment; he 
was stunned, peeved and exasperated all at once. But how much he may have become 
angry inside himself and appalled at his wife's audacity to tell him all the things that 
she boldly dared to say, things surely he wouldn't have like to hear, yet he still kept 
quiet as he knew that she was speaking the truth. It goes to Ravana's credit that he did 
not take any revenge against Mandodari throughout the war for speaking the truth on 
his face. 

But why; why did he not take revenge on Mandodari? There are reasons for 
this: One reason is that whatever she told him, no matter how bitter it may have been, 
were said in private, in their personal apartment, and not in public as was the case 
with others such as his own brother Vibhishan, then again his other brother 
Kumbhakaran, and his trusted messenger Suka, as well as his aged courtier 
Malayawant. On all these occasions Ravana had shown his anger at the speaker 
because it was a public chiding of a kingdom's king, which obviously no sovereign 
would tolerate. The other reason is that Ravana loved Mandodari, and her repeated 
pleadings only proved to him that she too loved him intensely as she felt no hesitation 
in pointing out his weaknesses on his face inspite of being aware that all others who 
had advised him almost on the same lines were punished. 

We read in Adhyatma Ramayan of Veda Vyas, Lanka/Yuddha Kand, Canto 
10, verse nos. 36-61, that towards the end of the war Ravana has explicitly told 
Mandodari that she should stop worrying about him as he has willingly chosen to die 
at the hands of Lord Ram because he knows the Lord to be an incarnation of Lord 
Vishnu, the Supreme Being, and by dying at the Lord's hands he would be able to free 
his soul (Atma) that is trapped inside his evil body of a demon. This would grant him 
deliverance, emancipation and salvation as well as eternal peace, bliss and beatitude 
all at one go. What better could it be! So, since he is fighting this war for his own 
good, as well as for the good of all other demons who would die before Lord Ram and 
are sure to find deliverance themselves, he must not be stopped, and neither will he. 

Forsooth and without gainsay therefore, Ravana had not fought Lord Ram 
because the Lord was his worldly enemy whose wife he had wished to keep, as the 
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world thinks, but because this fight was the only way by which Ravana’s sacred 
Atma, his soul and pure consciousness that is eternally pure and holy, would be freed 
from his evil body of a demon which had become like a hard shell of a coconut or a 
walnut that is not easy to break. Just as these hard shells need an external medium to 
break them, Ravana’s soul too needed an external medium to pierce his body so that 
his Atma could escape from the slit thus formed and find its freedom. 

And Ravana had been correct in his thinking, for when he finally died his soul 
emerged from his body as a shaft of dazzling light and went straight to enter the body 
of Lord Ram, signifying the merger of the individual Atma with the cosmic Atma that 
Lord Ram represented. This fact has been clearly narrated in Ram Charit Manas, 
Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 9 that precedes Doha no. 103; and Adhyatma Ramayan, 
Lanka/Yudha Kand, Canto 11, verse nos. 78-79. 

The celestial sage Narad had made it absolutely clear to the assembled gods, 
who were very astonished at Ravana’s soul merging with the Soul of Lord Ram, that 
even though the world recognized Ravana as an evil demon but he was pure and holy 
internally, and that he had fought the Lord not out of any animosity but with the sole 
objective of attaining liberation and deliverance of his soul, to find emancipation and 
salvation for his tormented self, for attaining eternal beatitude and felicity that is 
usually not available to even the most learned sages and ascetics. Refer: (1) Adhyatma 
Ramayan, Lanka/Yudha Kand, Canto 11, verse nos. 80-87; and (ii) Ram Charit 
Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 10 that precedes Doha no. 114. 

And what about others; what about the fate of Ravana's demon army and its 
individual soldiers who had laid down their lives in the battle-field? Well, they too 
attained deliverance and emancipation. This is explicitly said in Ram Charit Manas, 
Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-9 that precede Doha no. 114. 


?This external show of confidence and defiance was a very necessary strategy for 
Ravana so as to keep the morale of his army high. If he had sulked and given the 
slightest hint that he is worried and upset then the war would have been lost even 
before its beginning. And if that happened, if his demons had deserted him in the 
beginning en masse, then all his planning of dying and finding liberation for his soul 
would have come to a naught.] 
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Section 12.2: Adhyatma Ramayan 


{Adhyatma Ramayan, Lanka/Yuddha Kand, 
Canto 10, verse nos. 36-61} 


Towards the end of the war, Ravana went to Sukracharya, the Guru or preceptor of 
the demon race, to advice him some way to win the war. On the latter’s advice 
Ravana decided to do a fire sacrifice that would enable him to emerge victorious. 
When smoke from this sacrifice rose up into the sky and was spotted by Vibhishan, he 
became very alarmed. In order to stop Ravana from completing the fire sacrifice 
successfully, a detachment of monkey troops was sent. These soldiers disrupted the 
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fire sacrifice, and in the melee that followed, Mandodari was dragged out of her 
palace and gravely insulted. Unable to restrain himself and continue with the ritual of 
the fire sacrifice any more in the face of such aggravated humiliation of his chaste and 
loving wife, Ravana got up, and this effectively disrupted the completion of the 
sacrifice. 

Mandodari was lamenting and grieving very remorsefully. She regretted that 
all her attempts to persuade her husband to abandon hostility with Lord Ram had 
failed, culminating in her public insult and abject humiliation the like of which no 
queen was ever subjected to earlier. When Ravana observed her extremely sad 
countenance and saw that she was very dejected and dismayed, he decided to finally 
tell her the truth that whatever he has chosen to do, which was to fight this war with 
Lord Ram, was a conscious decision on his part. 

Mandodari however tried for the last time to convince Ravana that Lord Ram 
was not an ordinary human being whom he thinks he could win in battle. At that time, 
Ravana had cleared all doubts in her mind as to why he had chosen to fight the Lord 
and die at his hands—he confided with her that he fully knows that Lord Ram was a 
manifestation of Lord Vishnu, and it is with this knowledge that he wishes to die at 
his hands, because it is the only way left for him to free his soul that is trapped inside 
his evil body of a demon. When he is killed by the Lord he will attain Mukti—1.e. his 
Atma or the 'true self" would find deliverance from this mortal gross world, and attain 
emancipation and salvation for itself. This death would grant him eternal peace and 
beatitude. So Mandodari ought naught to worry or lament; there is aught naught to 
grieve about anything at all. On the other hand, it is time for her to celebrate that her 
husband was finally on the threshold of attaining eternal liberation and deliverance 
from the ignominy of being an evil demon. 

Ravana's discourse shows that he had a philosophical bent of mind and was 
well-versed in the principles of metaphysics. 

This episode is narrated in Adhyatma Ramayan, Lanka/Yudha Kand, Canto 
10, verse nos. 36-61. 


Now, let us read it. 
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36-37. Ravana consoled his wife and said, 'Oh Bhadre (a term used for a noble lady)! 
All types of sorrow and joy are dependent upon one’s destiny—is this not visible (or 
apparent, obvious) to a living being? [To wit, happiness and unhappiness come to a 
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person because it is destined so. No one can help it, and therefore it is better to 
maintain internal peace and calmness in both the situations. ] 

So, oh the broad-eyed one, relying on this established wisdom and having this 
knowledge, you must stop lamenting and regretting, you ought to stop feeling so 
remorseful and sorrowful (36). 

Sorrows, remorse, miseries, consternations, gloom, dismay etc. have their 
origin (or cause) in ignorance or unawareness of truthful knowledge of reality as well 
as in the absence of wisdom, and they in turn destroy one’s ability to think rationally 
and wisely, using the faculty of discrimination and intelligence properly. 

Having ego, pride and a sense (feeling, perception) of ‘me, I, mine’ etc. in the 
body, which is gross and ‘non-Atma’, is also due to ignorance and absence of wisdom 
and truthful knowledge’. (37) 


[Note—'To wit, a living being’s body is gross and non-conscious; it is separate and 
distinct from the person’s true self which is known as his Atma. This Atma is pure 
consciousness and the ‘true self’ of a creature as compared to his physical gross body 
which is merely a habitat of the Atma. To regard the body and the Atma as one is 
nothing but stupidity. The Atma, the entity that is the ‘true self? of all living beings, is 
eternal and imperishable, whereas the body is gross and mortal; the Atma never dies 
while the body is destined to die. So, where is the cause that makes you so sorry about 
my dying? 

Well, the person for whose safety you worry so much is not my gross physical 
body that is visible to you; it is my Atma which you can’t see. Rest assured that this 
Atma is safe and sound; it is eternal and imperishable. You ought to actually celebrate 
that your husband's ‘true identity’, i.e. his soul, will finally be freed from the horrors 
of being trapped inside the body of a demon, but it is an irony that you weep and 
lament. This proves that you are totally ignorant of the truth and reality about the 
principles of life and creation. Remember one thing: he who has been born with a 
gross body must certainly die, but this ‘death’ is limited to his gross body and not to 
his true self which is eternal. This ‘self? merely leaves the old body to migrate to 
another. This cycle continues. But if the ‘self? wants true freedom then there is only 
one way—which is to merge the individual's ‘self’, i.e. his Atma which is his soul and 
pure consciousness, with the Supreme Self known as the Parmatma, the cosmic 
Consciousness. It is like dropping the water of a small pot into the ocean—the 
microcosm merging with the macrocosm, which removes their distinction.] 
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38-39. This false ego or sense of belonging or identification of the soul with the 
external, gross body is at the root of all illusions (deceptive relationships) that one 
develops with other living beings in this world. To wit, all relationships that a person 
has with others in this world, such as treating another person as a son, a wife or any 
other kind kith and kin, is basically wrong as it is limited to a relationship that 
develops between the external gross bodies of two individuals; it has nothing to do 
with their ‘true self or ‘true identity’ which is Atma, the pure conscious soul. 

This being the case, all sense of attachment that is based on worldly 
relationships that are limited to the physical gross body of two living beings are 
inherently wrong and fallacious. 

The irony is that this sense of attachment, though fundamentally false and 
erroneous, becomes the cause of all troubles for a creature. It gives him joy and 
sorrows; it is the cause of all fears, anger, greed, infatuation, envy and jealousy that 
torment an ignorant person. (38) 

The many aspects or facets of life of a person in this gross mortal world, such 
as birth, growth, death, disease etc., are all concerned and limited to his gross body, 
and not to his Atma. 

[To wit, it is the body that takes birth, grows into an adult, becomes old and 
sick, and one day dies. The Atma is immune to all such changes, because it is 
immortal and a constant entity. ] 

Therefore, to grieve for a person’s death or worry about his death is totally 
wrong and based on ignorance. 

Verily indeed, the Atma is an independent entity, separate and distinct from 
the body as well as everything related to it, and hence it has no relationships of any 
kind. 

[So therefore, why do you think that I am your husband and you are my wife? 
Why do you lament that I will die, for it is my gross body that will die and not my 
eternal Atma. Why don't you realize the truth and be glad that at last I, whom you 
love so much, am on the threshold of deliverance and salvation? Verily, you ought to 
rejoice and celebrate instead of grieving and lamenting.] (39) 
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40-42. That Atma is an embodiment of pure bliss, peace, tranquility and happiness; it 
is pure; it has true knowledge and wisdom; it is free from all feelings, emotions or 
sentiments. That image or an embodiment of ‘eternal truth’ does not have a union or 
separation with anybody or anything (40). 

Oh the eternal, blissful one'! Forsake sorrows, lamentations, grieving, 
mourning and gloom of all kind! Realise the true nature of your soul (your Atma) and 
become cheerful. I am going right now—-either I shall return after killing (overcoming 
and defeating) Lord Sri Ram and his younger brother Laxman (41), or Lord Ram will 
perforate me and cut me into pieces by his arrows which are as strong as Vajra 
(Indra's weapon). In the latter event I shall attain a stature that would make me as 
exalted as the Lord himself. 

[To wit, if I die, if my physical gross body is killed by arrows shot by Lord 
Ram, then my Atma would be able to make its exit from it, and then it will merge 
with the cosmic Atma that Lord Ram represents. In this event, obviously ‘I’, that is 
my Atma which is my true self, shall attain an exalted stature as the Lord himself! So 
what is there to worry about?] (42). 


[Note—'Here Ravana is addressing Mandodari, but not her physical self in the form 
of her body but her Atma which is her ‘true self’. This is why he calls her ‘eternal and 
blissful’ as these are the virtues the Atma, the soul.] 
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43-44. [Expressing his last wish, in case he dies in the battle-field, Ravana tells 
Mandodari—] 'Oh dear! By my command, by my orders, you must do one last thing 
for me—you must kill Sita and enter the cremation fire with me (i.e. my dead body in 
case I am killed in the war with Lord Ram)’.' (43). 

Hearing these words of Ravana, Mandodari became very distressed, dismayed 
and gloomy. She said, 'Oh Lord! I tell you what is proper and truthful. Listen to it and 
act with wisdom and prudence (44). 


[Note—'Ravana’s wish to have Sita killed and then Mandodari enter the fire to burn 
herself along with the dead body of her husband has many ramifications. Let us see 
why he instructed Mandodari to do so. 

To begin with, there was nothing surprising in this wish of Ravana that Sita be 
killed if he lost the war. This is a standard military strategy of despots and tyrants—let 
not the enemy get what is considered a prized victory. By getting rid of Sita, Ravana 
wished to ensure that Lord Sri Ram would be wringing his hands in utmost disgust, 
abject frustration, distress and dismay after the initial euphoria of winning the battle 
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when he finds out that Sita is dead. It would prove disastrous for Sri Ram—and 
inspite of having won physical victory over Ravana in the battle he would have, in 
effect, ultimately lost the war because Sita would not be found alive! 

Though there seems to be no clarity in what exactly Ravana meant or 
intended, but it is quite possible that he meant that when Mandodari would try to carry 
out his orders she will discover the truth of what he was about to say in a few 
moments—that he knows that Sita was not an ordinary human being but a 
manifestation of goddess Laxmi, and therefore she can’t be killed! This will go a long 
way to prove to his wife as well as the world at large that he was well aware of the 
divine nature of Sita even though he made a great show to the contrary. 

By ordering Mandodari to burn herself along with his dead body he wished to 
ensure that Mandodari was not subjected to humiliation and insult and torture when 
the conquering army of Lord Ram finds out that Sita— for whom the whole war took 
place in the first place— is no more. It is very possible that they would wreak the 
severest form of vengeance upon Mandodari. Ravana’s assumptions are not out of 
place after what Angad and his companions did to her just a while ago to disrupt 
Ravana’s fire sacrifices as narrated in verse nos. 24-28 of this Canto no. 10. Ravana 
feared for the worst. But as it eventually happened, Mandodari did not keep his last 
wish. This is probably because Ravana had said so in a fit of disgust and rage, and not 
with a cool head. It was a reckless instruction given in the background of disruption of 
his fire sacrifice by the troops of Lord Ram. One is left to wonder the course the story 
of the Ramayana would have taken had Mandodari carried out Ravana’s last wish of 
killing Sita and burning herself! 

And was not Ravana’s prophesy true as regards Mandodari, that her loyalty 
and chastity would be severely compromised if she does not die along with him? Yes, 
Ravana was proved correct—because his younger brother Vibhishan had later on kept 
Mandodari as his second wife or even as a mistress though he already had a wife 
named Sarma. {This is indeed a fact, and it is clearly hinted at in Tulsidas’ classical 
book on the story of the Ramayana called *Kavitawali Ramayan’, in its Uttar Kand, 
verse no. 5, line no. 2.) Ravana wanted to avoid this situation; he did not want that his 
beloved wife should be kept either as a wife or as a mistress by his own younger 
brother. This is why he asked her to burn herself in his funeral pyre. 

But Mandodari failed to keep either of Ravana's wish—she neither even 
attempted to harm Sita nor did she herself end her life after Ravana's death. This puts 
all claims of Mandodari of being loyal and faithful to her husband Ravana, and of 
being wise and righteous and auspicious, fall flat on its face. She did not bother even 
to honour the last wishes of her husband! 

But the question arises: Why was Ravana so determined to fight a war that he 
was apparently going to lose and die in? The answer is found in verse nos. 55-61 
herein below which clearly state the reason why Ravana did not pay heed to 
Mandodari's entreaty and advice to cease hostility. It also shows that he was certain 
of death, even determined to embrace it, and lays down the reasons why he wished 
Mandodari to die with him. He wished that all those who were associated with him 
must be killed in the presence of Sri Ram who was the supreme Lord himself. With 
this thinking as a backdrop of the war, one concludes that Ravana was being very 
wise in all his actions and deeds. In fact, by getting the sinful demons killed at the 
hands of the Lord God (Sri Ram), he had ensured their spiritual well-being and eternal 
life. All their sins and vices were purged and they obtained deliverance from this 
mundane and sinful existence as a *demon'.] 
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45-46. [Mandodari said—] Raghav (Lord Ram) cannot be conquered by you or 
anybody else at any time. Lord Sri Ram is the supreme and the most exalted Lord, the 
chief supreme Purush (macrocosmic Soul or the Viraat Purush; the chief male aspect 
of creation), and the Lord of Gods (45). 

Raghav (Lord Ram), who is the beloved of his devotees, and who is 
benevolent and munificent towards them, had assumed the form of the legendary 
Fish! (matsya) and protected Vaivastamanu from all his troubles at the beginning of 
this Kalpa (one cycle of creation and destruction; a epoch or an era) (46). 


[Note—'This refers to one of the earlier incarnations of Lord Vishnu. In this 
incarnation as a Fish or Matsya, which is the first of ten divine incarnations of 
Vishnu, the Lord is said to have saved Manu, the progenitor of mankind, and the 
Saptarishis (the seven mental sons of the creator Brahma) along with their wives 
during the dooms-day deluge. They were made to board a boat which was pulled by 
this Fish and saved from being drowned. They re-populated the world later on. It is a 
story identical to the Biblical story of the Noah's Arc.] 
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47-48. Lord Ram was the one who had become (i.e. manifested himself as) the 
legendary Tortoise in some ancient time (ramah kürmo'bhavatpürvam)'. The 
Tortoise had a body extending up to 1 lakh (100 thousand) Yojans (i.e. eight hundred- 
thousand miles appx.). At the time of the churning of the legendary ocean, it was he 
(the Tortoise) who had borne (supported) the mountain called Sumeru on his back 
(47). 
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During another of the earlier times, he had assumed the form of the legendary 
Boar (Krodartipena)’ and this great soul had slayed the most wicked, mischievous 
and pervert demon named Hiranyaksha, while liberating the earth from his clutches 
(48). 


[Note—'The Tortoise incarnation of Vishnu—lIt is the second incarnation of Vishnu. 
The Lord had supported the legendary Mountain called Mandara, also known as 
Sumeru, which had started sinking during the churning of the ocean by the Gods and 
the Demons in search of Amrit, the elixir of eternal and life. 


?The Boar incarnation of Vishnu—It is the third incarnation of Vishnu in which he 
killed the demon Hiranyaaksha and lifted the earth from the flood water where it had 
vanished. According to some versions, this demon had hidden the earth in the bowls 
of the ocean. This extrication and resurrection of the earth is a symbolic way of saying 
that the Lord saves the creation from being submerged in the vast ocean of sins and 
evil. An Upanishad preached by Lord Varaaha appears in the Krishna Yajur Veda 
tradition as its 30" Upanishad. The female aspect of Varaaha is known as Goddess 
Vaaraahi.] 
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49-50. This Raghunandan (a son born in the family of the great king Raghu of 
Ayodhya; Lord Ram) had killed Hiranyakshipu, who was like a thorn for the three 
worlds (i.e. the celestial, the terrestrial and the subterranean worlds), by assuming the 
body of half-man half-lion known as Narsingha (or Nrisingh)! (49). 

The same great Lord who is the most exalted in Raghu's family, i.e. Lord 
Ram, had tied king Bali, measured the entire world consisting of three divisions (as 
mentioned above) in three of his steps, and returned it to his devotee or servant or 
subordinate called Indra, the king of the gods. [This event refers to Lord Vishnu's 
incarnation as Lord Vaaman, the dwarf mendicant.]° (50). 


[Note—'The Nrisingh/Narsingh or half man and half lion incarnation of Vishnu was 
done protect Prahalad, Lord Vishnu’s child devotee, who was being tormented by his 
demon father named Hiranyakashipu because of his devotion for the Lord whom the 
demon by nature loathed. Lord Vishnu slayed the demon and freed Prahalad from the 
constant fear of death and harassment to which he was subjected. 

After having killed the demon, Nrisingh started roaming in the forests, striking 
terror in the hearts of all the creatures. It was then that Shiva, the universal Lord who 
has been honoured with the epithet of ‘Mahadev’ as he is the greatest and supreme 
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God, had assumed the form of Sharav, the killer, and liberated Vishnu from the body 
of Nrisingh. {Refer Sharav Upanishad of Atharva Veda, verse no. 8.} Thus liberated, 
Vishnu had thanked him a lot (refer Sharav Upanishad of Atharva Veda, verse no. 19) 
and went to his divine abode called Vaikunth. So this ferocious form of Shiva known 
as Sharav was also called ‘Rudra’, the angry and ferocious form of the Lord. One can 
imagine the fight that might have raged between Nrisingh and Rudra, and obviously 
Rudra must have been more ferocious than Nrisingh in order to subdue the latter. 

This ‘half lion and half man’ form of the Lord is a visible image that has a 
cosmic counterpart as the ‘half man and half female’ manifestation of the Lord that is 
known as ‘Ardha-Narishwar’. This cosmic form of Brahm as Ardha-Narishwar has 
two components—the right half is depicted in iconography as being a male 
representing Shiva, the great God, the other half is female representing his divine 
Shakti known as Parvati or Uma. This Shakti represents the dynamic energy of Shiva. 
When this applies to Brahm, the male aspect refers to the Supreme Being himself 
while the female aspect applies to Maya which is the dynamic power that Brahm 
employed to initiate this magical creation. This depiction is basically envisioned to 
drive home the point that Brahm and Shakti are inseparable in the context of the 
creation of the world. This elementary method of reproduction is known as ‘asexual 
reproduction’ and is depicted by many asexual plants and animals even today. For 
instance, the one-celled amoeba reproduces itself by cleavage. On the other hand, if 
we were to regard Brahm in its purest form as the cosmic Consciousness, then Brahm 
would not need the other half of the Maya, and would only be one and universal entity 
which has no definite and describable form and shape, it has no characteristic 
features, attributes and qualities. This form of the sublime and most subtle Brahm is 
known as either the Hiranyagarbha or the Viraat Purush depending upon the level of 
subtlety and grossness which is assigned to it, the former being more subtle than the 
latter. 

The ‘lion’ part is a metaphor for the grand qualities of unmatched authority, 
stupendous strength, physical prowess and complete and unchallenged sway over the 
entire domain of creation just like a lion has over the forest and its inhabitant wild 
animals. This term is symbolic of the inherent stupendous might of the supreme 
Brahm as the unquestioned and powerful Lord of this forest-like world inhabited by 
myriad varieties of living beings, called the Jivas, just like a dense forest infested by 
wild animals. Similarly, the ‘man’ part symbolizes the fact that Brahm is the most 
highly placed Lord much like a human being who represents the highest level in the 
ladder of evolution. 

In other words, even as the lion is the unquestioned lord of the wilds and the 
man is of all the living beings, the supreme transcendental Brahm is the unquestioned 
Lord of all that exists with all its variations in this creation, whether in its primary 
form represented by the wild and primitive animals of the jungle or in its more 
evolved and developed form represented by the man, with all the other stages of 
creation included in between these two. 

Lord Nrisingh is the fourth incarnation of the Supreme Being who had taken 
various forms to ward off and overcome evil forces in creation when they become 
ascendant and overcame the good and the righteous. The Lord did this to maintain 
order in the creation which is like his offspring. 

So when one of his great devotees known as Prahalaad was being extremely 
tormented by his own father, the demon Hiranyakashipu, the Lord appeared as 
Nrisingh—or as a half lion and half man form—from the pillar to which the innocent 
lad was tied by the demon to prove to him the omnipresence and all-pervading form 


1253 


of the Supreme Being. Nrisingh is a personification of the grand virtues of dynamism, 
power, energy, valour and strength, and hence is worshipped by warriors and rulers in 
general. The Mantra of this Lord is believed to be very powerful and effective against 
enemies and opponents. 


"The Dwarf incarnation of Vishnu, which is called *"Vaaman'— This is the fifth 
incarnation of Vishnu and an ancient one, for it took place in Sata Yuga, the 1“ era of 
the 4-era cycle of creation and destruction according to Hindu scriptures. The Sata 
Yuga is also called the age of the Vedas as it was during this epoch the ancient 
scriptures known as the Vedas came into being and their hymns were primarily used 
to perform sacred fire sacrifices. 

Hence, being an ancient incarnation of Lord Vishnu, Vaaman finds mention in 
the Vedas too—e.g. in Shatpath Brahman, 1/1/5; Taitteriya Brahman, 1/6/1; and 
Taittertya Sanhita, 2/1/3. 

When the great King Bali, the grandson of Prahalad for whom Vishnu had 
incarnated as Nrisingh, conquered the entire world and deprived Indra, the king of 
Gods who ruled over the heavens, Vishnu had taken the dwarfish form of a Brahmin 
mendicant to retrieve the heaven for Indra when he was requested by Aditi, the 
mother of Gods, to do so. He approached Bali, who was famous for his charities, as a 
*Vaaman' or a dwarf, and begged him for ground sufficient enough to be covered by 
his three small steps. When the unsuspecting Bali agreed, Vaaman measured the 
entire earth and the nether world with one step, the heaven with the second step, and 
for the third step he measured Bali's own head symbolizing the crown of the kingdom 
of Bali. 

To wit, when Bali found that he was cornered as he could not fulfil the word 
given to a Brahmin, because the land for the third step was not available, he offered 
himself to be tied and enslaved by Lord Vaaman as a punishment for unfulfilled vow. 
So Lord Vaaman gracefully put his third step on Bali's head, which though appeared 
to be a punishment but was actually a blessing in disguise. 

From then onwards, Lord Vishnu is also called ‘Trivikram’—one who 
conquered the three worlds in three steps. 

However, the Lord was very pleased with Bali’s principles of keeping one’s 
words even at the cost of allowing himself to be a slave of the Lord. So even though 
Lord Vaaman put his leg on Bali's head, thereby pushing him into the nether world, 
yet the Lord is so kind and gracious that he saw the injustice that was done to Bali, a 
magnanimous and righteous King who had stood firm in his vow of making charity, 
and never rescinded on his commitment inspite of losing his crown and self-respect. 

So therefore, the Lord made him the king of the nether world, and himself 
took up the job of protecting him there as his gate-keeper. This incarnation of Lord 
Vishnu is his fifth and followed the Nrisingh form which was the fourth. The idea 
behind this Vaaman incarnation is that even the most humble looking man, 
represented by the diminutive Vaaman in this story, can indeed have the stupendous 
power of the Spirit that even the most powerful gods and kings lack. 

An episode is narrated in Tulsidas’ epic ‘Ram Charit Manas’ where Jamvant, 
the old bear chief, refers to this incarnation of Lord Vaaman and says that at that time 
he (Jamvant) was young and in his youthful days, and that he had performed seven 
rounds (clockwise circumambulations) of the colossus form of Lord Vaaman to pay 
his homage to the latter. Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, Doha no. 29 
along with Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes it.] 
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51-52. When the demons assumed the form of Kshatriyas and began tormenting the 
earth (because of their arrogance, haughtiness and powers), then the same Lord in his 
manifestation as sage Parashuram!, killed them many times in battle, and having freed 
the earth from their domination (or clutches) he had handed it over to sage Kashyap (a 
Brahmin) (51). 

Presently the Supreme Lord who is eternal, infinite, almighty and 
unconquerable has manifested himself as a man in the clan of king Raghu of Ayodhya 
as an exalted prince in that family for your (Ravana’s) sake. 

[To wit, Lord Vishnu who had assumed the form of sage Parashuram, a human 
form, has once again come down in a human form as Lord Ram. In the previous 
occasion it was to free the earth from the tyranny of Kshatriya kings, and in the 
present case it is to free the earth from the tyranny of your demon race. Why don't you 
understand this? Why do you willingly jump in the jaws of death by fighting Lord 
Ram inspite of being aware of the consequences?) (52). 


[Note—'Parashuram or Ram with a battle-axe— This is the sixth incarnation of 
Vishnu. Parashuram was the youngest of the five sons of sage Jamdaagni and his wife 
Renuka. He had subdued the haughty Kshatriya race or the warrior race led by king 
Kaartavirya who had become tyrannical and were oppressing others. The story goes 
that once Jamdagni doubted the infidelity of his wife Renuka and therefore asked his 
sons to behead her. The four sons refused and were cursed by him, but Parashuram 
did as told. The father was pleased and asked Parashuram to request for a boon, upon 
which the latter requested that his mother be revived, his brothers be pardoned, and 
Jamdagni should discard his angry temperament. The father agreed to all. 

Jamdagni was killed by Shursena, the son of Kaartavirya-Arjuna, because the 
sage had refused to hand over the celestial cow known as Kapila to him. Extremely 
peeved by the Kshatriya race to which this king belonged, Parashuram vowed to 
eliminate the entire race from the surface of the earth as a revenge for the killing of 
his father. This was the reason why Parashuram had fought and killed thousands of 
Kshatriya to avenge the killing of his father by Kaartavirya-Arjuna. 


*Mandodari had not realised what was in the mind of her husband. She was not privy 
to his thoughts that he had determined to attain emancipation and salvation by the 
only way and means he new as a demon—to instigate Lord Ram so much that the 
Lord kills him; Sita was merely an excuse to help achieve this objective. There is no 
doubt as to this when we consider his conversation with Marich (Adhyatma Ramayan, 
Aranya Kand, Canto 6, verse nos. 30-35), his instructions to demonesses (Adhyatma 
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Ramayan, Aranya Kand, Canto 7, verse no. 65), Ravana's thoughts (Adhyatma 
Ramayan, Sundar Kand, Canto 2, verse nos. 15-19) when he heard of the slaying of 
Khar and Dushan (Adhyatma Ramayan, Aranya Kand, Canto 5, verse nos. 58-61). 

If still any doubt was left, Ravana removed it when he explicitly told 
Mandodari that he knows that Lord Ram is a manifestation of Lord Vishnu, and Sita 
of goddess Laxmi, the divine consort of Vishnu, and that he wishes to die at the hands 
of Lord Ram in order to attain deliverance, emancipation and salvation for himself. 
This is narrated herein below in verse nos. 55-61 by Ravana himself. ] 
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53-54. Why did you abduct his wife Sita from the Tapovan (Panchvati) to get my son 
killed! and to get yourself killed too? [I can't understand what sense it makes.] (53). 

[My dear husband; it is still not too late if you will pay heed to me. I'll tell you 
what the best course of action now is that you ought to adopt.] You should send 
Vaidehi (Sita) to the most exalted Raghu (Sri Ram) even now; then crown Vibhishan 
on the throne (i.e. give him the kingdom of Lanka)’, and then we (you and me) shall 
go to the forest (as ‘Vanprastha’—forest dwelling mendicants, to spend the rest of our 
lives peacefully, observing austerity, doing penances, meditation and contemplation, 
and striving to clean whatever remnants of the taint of sin and evil that cling to our 
soul by living a clean and holy life till our time comes to exit this world).' (54). 


[Note— Mandodari refers to the death of her son Akshay Kumar at the hands of 
Hanuman during the battle at Ashok garden—Trefer: Adhyatma Ramayan, Sundar 
Kand, Canto 3, verse nos. 86-88. 


“Another question is this: Why did Mandodari ask the crown of the kingdom to be 
given to Vibhishan instead of her son Meghanad even though she knew that her son 
was extremely brave, powerful and competent as a warrior, qualities that are essential 
to govern a vast empire like that of the demon race, an empire that needed to be ruled 
by an iron hand because its inhabitants, the demons, were not accustomed to civility, 
politeness and decency? 

The answer is that she knew the character of both Vibhishan and Meghanad. 
She did not want any one to repeat the mistakes her husband Ravana had committed. 
If Meghanad ascended the throne then it would be worse than what it is during her 
husband’s reign, because her son was more ruthless and reckless than his father, and 
he was sure to create worse mischief as compared to Ravana. This would undermine 
Mandodari’s wish that peace and tranquility should prevail upon the demon race, as 
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Meghanad’s madness would surely invite the bloodshed and mayhem that she wants 
to avoid now. 

On the other hand, if Vibhishan ascended the throne of Lanka then in due 
course of time peace and prosperity would come back to Lanka because he would 
follow the laws of Dharma (i.e. he will rule in a righteous manner according to the 
laws of probity, propriety, equity and justice), and wherever there is Dharma there is 
peace, prosperity and happiness. Vibhishan was by nature pious and saintly, a calm 
person who abided by the rule of law as laid down in the scriptures, as opposed to all 
others in the family who were truly ‘demons’ not only in their bodies but also in their 
minds, thoughts, attitudes, actions and deeds. 

So if there was a choice to pick the next king of Lanka and to ensure its 
survival then it was essential that someone who is good and virtuous by nature is 
appointed to the job, and Vibhishan fit the bill perfectly instead of Meghanad.] 
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55-58. After hearing what Mandodari had to say, Ravana replied: 'Oh my noble lady 
(bhadre)! Having got my sons (ie. Akshay Kumar, Meghnad etc.) brother 
(Kumbhakarn) and all the brave demons killed in the battle, how can I ever dream of 
spending my life in the forest as a forest dwelling mendicant'? Now I shall also fight 
to the end with Lord Ram, and in this battle I shall get wounded and pierced by his 
swift and sharp arrows, as a result of which I shall die and go to the supreme abode of 
Lord Vishnu (1.e. to heaven). 

I know and understand that Raghav (Lord Sri Ram) is Lord Vishnu himself, 
and Janki (Sita) is goddess Laxmi (the divine consort of Vishnu). And now listen to 
me: I have purposely brought Sita from the forest because I have this knowledge, for 
this is the only way, the only means by which I (i.e. my soul) can find liberation and 
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deliverance, as surely bringing Sita would compel Lord Ram to come and kill me 
when I refuse to give her back. By being thus killed, my soul will get an opportunity 
to exit from my evil body and find its eternal peace, bliss and beatitude. This death 
will be my salvation; it will pave the way for my emancipation. 

[Saying his last farewell to Mandodari, Ravana made an observation which is 
worth paying attention. He said—] Now the time has come. I am leaving you alone 
(to do what suits you or what you decide for your own future), and I shall go to fight 
the Lord alongside my remaining demon warriors so that we find deliverance 
together. 

[To wit, like a great and magnanimous king who cares for his loyal subjects, it 
is my moral duty to share the fruits of spiritual welfare with my loyal subjects, the 
demons who chose to support me and side with me even when the going was tough 
and the times were bad. I am not concerned with those demons who deserted me, like 
my brother Vibhishan and his supporters, but I will ensure that who stood by me must 
also find deliverance, emancipation and salvation alongside me?.] (58) 


[Note—'This episode of Ravana and Mandodari talking with each other as described 
in Canto 10 is towards the end of the war according to the sequence of events as 
narrated in Adhyatma Ramayan, for after this they did not meet again, and in the 
battle that followed Ravana was killed as narrated in Canto 11. 

This is the reason why Ravana bids his last farewell to Mandodari in verse no. 
58 herein above. 


?This shows Ravan's firm resolve to get all the male demons of fighting age or all the 
adults of the kingdom die along with him. And he had a noble reason for doing it—he 
wanted that the souls of all his loyal subjects could find liberation and deliverance 
from their evil bodies of being demons. 

An interesting question that comes to mind is this: What happened to the 
female demons? Well, the majority of them had been burnt in the fierce fire lit by 
Hanuman, the fire that devastated the city of Lanka—refer: Adhyatma Ramayan, 
Sundar Kand, Canto 4, verse nos. 43-44. 

As a result, only the righteous amongst the race of demons survived Lord 
Ram's war with Ravana, and they were later on ruled by Vibhishan. Those demons, 
males and females both, who were sinful and evil, died in the war. The female 
demons attained deliverance of their souls when their sinful bodies were burnt in the 
fire that raged in Lanka, and the male demons found their deliverance when they died 
like brave warriors in the battle-field. 

An important thing that should not whitewashed and overlooked is that 
amongst those male demons who survived the war were many who were nothing but 
deserters and cowards. By ‘living’ they could not find emancipation and salvation for 
their souls which those demons who ‘died’ could. The truth is that they missed the 
golden opportunity of getting rid of the body of a demon and setting their souls free 
from its trap, but remained tied to this gross world and all its problems. Their future, 
their destiny and their fate would now onwards depend upon what they did for the rest 
of their lives, and surely it would have been very difficult for them to get rid of the 
burden of ignominy arising out of their cowardice and disloyalty that they were made 
to carry on their shoulders for all the rest of their lives. 

Surely, those who did not die facing Lord Ram in the battle-field could not 
have attained heaven and beatitude like their compatriots who died fighting the Lord. 
This is abundantly clear because at the end of the war Lord Ram had asked Indra, the 
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king of gods, to shower a rain of Amrit, the ambrosia of eternity and bliss, from the 
sky upon the dead demon warriors who were lying on the ground, for the merciful 
Lord Ram wished that they attain emancipation and salvation, that their souls attain 
beatitude, and that they go straight to heaven, which they actually did—apropos: Ram 
Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1, and 6-10 that precede Doha no. 114.] 
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59-60. The supreme state of existence that is pure, eternally bliss, peaceful and 
tranquil that the seekers of emancipation and salvation enjoy, I shall get that exalted 
stature by getting killed at the hands of Lord Sri Ram (59). 

In this manner, by washing all my sins, by cleaning all the negative 
consequences of my evil deeds done in life, I shall achieve the rarest of rare reward 
that a creature hopes to get, which is being liberated from the endless cycle of birth 
and death in this mundane world that is gross, entangling, mortal and full of 
delusions. 

[To wit, by dying at the hands of Lord Ram, my Atma, my true self, my soul, 
will be able to find eternal peace and beatitude; I will obtain the reward of 
emancipation and salvation that is very rare to get.] (60). 
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61. I shall cross this gross and mundane world which is like a vast ocean of delusions 
and entanglements. This symbolic ocean has waves that represent the five great 
tormentors! that give a lot of trouble to a living being. 

The many types of delusions and doubts that a creature faces in this world are 
like the huge whirlpools of this ocean. 

The many types of relationships that one develops in this world, such as 
treating others as his wife, son, kith and kin, friends and companions, are like the 
symbolic fish, both large and small, in this ocean. 
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The anger that burns inside a living being is like the great fire, known as 
‘Badavanala’, that burns under the ocean. [To wit, ‘anger’ is something that burns a 
creature silently from the inside without his being aware of its damage just like the 
subterranean fire that keeps the water of the ocean warm, and often causes the water 
to boil as is found in the case of hot-water springs. ] 

And lastly, Kaam, which refers to the many types of worldly passions and 
desires that keep a creature trapped in their grip, are like a huge net spread under the 
surface of the ocean to catch fish and other marine creatures. 

How fortunate I am that I will now be able to get across such a formidable 
‘ocean’ and find my way to Lord God who is known by the name of Sri Hari. [To wit, 
now I shall finally find liberation from all worldly entanglements, I shall break free 
from all worldly fetters, and I shall free myself from all shackles to attain eternal 
deliverance for myself. After dying at the hands of Lord Ram, my Atma will not have 
to come back again in this world.]' (61) 


[Note—'The five ‘tormentors’ are the following: ‘Avidya’ = ignorance; ‘Asmita’ = 
pride, ego, vanity, hypocrisy; ‘Raag’ = attachment, infatuation; ‘Dwesh’ = animosity, 
jealousy, envy; and ‘Abhinivesh’ = fixed ideas, worldly determinations, worldly 
purposes. ] 


sf SASEAR SAMASAAAIS EPS GOA: Bot: | loll 


iti Srimadadhyatmaramayane umamahesvarasamvade yuddhakande dasamah 
sargah ıı 1011 


Thus ends the conversation between Lord Shiva and Uma, his divine consort, as 
narrated in Canto 10 of Adhyatma Ramayan. 
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Section 12.3: Geetawali Ramayan 


In Tulsidas’ classic narration of the Ramayana, a Book titled *Geetawali" (also 
known as Geetawali Ramayan), we read about Mandodari’s entreaty with Ravana in 
its Lanka Kand, verse no. | as follows:- 


"RISSI—USISI 
XPT HT» 
(6 / 1) 





ary store Ray RER Pg | 
füu wt srat sm oe, wg PR vgédw-fev i 
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oe mgar- AR, uw wis Ara ag] 
age é ma ara fe weal RAR- 211 
wea qu wer wa wet dra oor o fum 
ae wife uel vifd oT, seal geai 
&ue—ere Urifi—ware GR fay sr gear faery | 
wa- ARR- sft far wed wma 
Wee oF afer mr owrfe, ot ser—wafü srry | 

vg a pa que AA efe fey wes 511 
AA « wh cele qu mq GRIS | 
sak fug comb wes ye corer ga YII 6l 
qur, aa- HH, we Wad SERES 
wig freca dm conem, «er! wafer fora aiu 
JA genu wea ue cd pop eo ze 
aR ver var del cz H «eem wT GI! 811 
aq, fig af qua rex aa fea am of fé | 


getters wu man gf emu ae AINSI 
mandodari-prabodha 
raga maru 


(6/1) 






























































manu ajahü sisa parihari krodhu. 

piya puro ayo aba kahi, kahu, kari raghubira-birodhu.. 1.. 

jehi taruka-subahu mari, makha rakhi janayo apu. 

kautuka hi marica nica misa pragatyau bisisa-pratapu.. 2.. 
sakala bhüpa bala garaba sahita toryo kathora sivacapu. 
byahri jehi janaki jiti jaga, haryau parasudhara-dapu.. 3.. 
kapata-kaka samisati-prasada kari binu $rama badhyo biradhu. 
khara-düsana-trisira-kabandha hati kiyo sukhi sura-sadhu.. 4.. 
ekahi bana bali maryo jehi, jo bala-udadhi agadhu. 

kahu, dhaum kanta kusala biti kehi kiye rama-aparadhu.. 5.. 
lamghi na sake loka-bijayi tuma jasu anuja-krta-resu. 

utari sindhu jaryo pracari pura jako düta bisesu.. 6.. 
krpasindhu, khala-bana-krsanu sama, jasa gavata $ruti-sesu. 
so'i birudaita bira kosalapati, natha! samujhi jiya desu.. 7.. 
muni pulasya jasa-mayanka maham kata kalanka hathi hohi. 
aura prakara ubara nahirn kahum, maim dekhyo jaga johi.. 8.. 
calu, milu begi kusala sadara sayi sahita agra kari mohi. 
tulasidasa prabhu sarana-sabada suni abhaya karaingé tohi.. 9.. 


Mandodari's Entreaty 
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Verse no. 6/1—[Mandadori was the chief queen of the demon king Ravana. She had 
always been wary of the haughty, cruel and unrighteous ways of her husband. Being 
very wise and prudent, she was extremely worried and full of consternation as she 
watched the alarming developments in Lanka since Hanuman had burnt it. She 
repeatedly tried to persuade her husband on different occasion to abandon his reckless 
and senseless behaviour and come to see reason, so that a devastating war can be 
avoided, albeit he wouldn't pay any heed to her, even calling her a coward, of 
showing typical womanish nature of being too unnecessarily concerned and affright at 
trifles that were virtually non-issues with him. 

There are many instances in Tulsidas' books where we come across 
Mandadori's earnest request to Ravana to avoid the war and return Sita to her 
husband. 

Refer: (a) Geetawali, Sundar Kand, verse no. 5/23, stanza no. 3; verse no. 
5/24, stanza nos. 1-3; Lanka Kand, verse no. 6/1. 

(b) Kavitawali, Lanka Kand, verse nos. 6/17— 6/29. 

(c) Ram Charit Manas, (1) Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes Doha 
no. 36—to Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 37; (ii) Lanka Kand, Chaupai 
line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 6—to Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 8; 
Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 14—to Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes 
Doha no. 18; Doha no. 35—to Doha no. 37.] 


Mandodari beseeched Ravana must urgently and earnestly (at a time when Lord 
Ram's army had landed on the soil of Lanka, and war was imminent), ‘My dear! It is 
yet not too late. Listen to my advice and bid farewell to anger. Dear, you tell me 
yourself, who has benefitted by rebelling and going against Lord Ram? (1). 


He had manifested and spread his glory and fame by killing the demoness Tadka! and 
the demon Subahu? even in his pre-adolescent days’, had protected sage 
Vishwamitra's fire-sacrifice*, and showed the might of his arrow by throwing Marich 
800 miles away by a headless shaft? (2). 

[' Refer: Geetawali, Baal Kand, verse no. 1/52, stanza no. 6; verse no. 1/55, 
stanza no. 6; verse no. 1/67, stanza no. 2; verse no. 1/74, stanza no. 3; verse no. 1/83, 
stanza no. 2. 

?Refer: Geetawali, Baal Kand, verse no. 1/60, stanza no. 3; Ram Charit Manas, 
Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 208 (where Lord Ram’s father 
says that the two brothers, Lord Ram and Laxman, are of a tender age at the time 
when sage Vishwamitra had sought them for the protection of his fire sacrifice); 
Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 256 (where Sita'a mother also reiterates the 
view that Lord Ram is merely an adolescent boy at the time of breaking the bow). 

?Refer: Geetawali, Baal Kand, verse no. 1/60, stanza no. 3; verse no. 1/66, 
stanza no. 3. 

^Refer: Geetawali, Baal Kand, verse no. 1/52, stanza no. 6; verse no. 1/67, 
stanza no. 2; verse no. 1/74, stanza no. 3; verse no. 1/83, stanza no. 2. 

Refer: Geetawali, Baal Kand, verse no. 1/67, stanza no. 2; Ram Charit Manas, 
Baal Kand, Chaupai line nos. 3-4 that precede Doha no. 210.] 


Then, he vanquished the pride of all the assembled knights, princes and kings by 
breaking the strong, strudy bow of Lord Shiva, and married Sita as a symbol of 
conquering the world, besides pacifying the haughty and angry sage Parasuram’ (3). 
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[ This incident refers to Lord Ram breaking the Bow of Lord Shiva at 
Janakpur to marry Sita, the daughter of king Janak. It is narrated in detail in (a) 
Geetawali, Baal Kand, verse nos. 1/89—to 1/96; and (b) Ram Charit Manas, Baal 
Kand, from Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 249—to Doha no. 264. 

"When the Bow was broken, sage Parashuram, who was a great devotee of 
Lord Shiva, came angrily to punish the prince who had insulted his Lord, Shiva, by 
doing so. He confronted Lord Ram, and after a lot of acrimonious exchange of words 
with Laxman, Lord Ram finally prevailed upon him and calmed the sage down. Refer: 
(a) Geetawali, Baal Kand, verse no. 90, stanza no. 7; and (b) Ram Charit Manas, Baal 
Kand, from Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 268—to Chaupai line no. 7 that 
precedes Doha no. 285.] 


He (Lord Ram) first punished Jayant? (who had pricked Sita with his beak and injured 
her to test the might of the Lord), and then, when the latter came and surrendered 
himself before the Lord, seeking forgiveness and protection by taking refuge at the 
Lord's holy feet, he forgave him. 

Then, by slaying the demons Viraadh, Khar-Dusan, Trishara and Kabandh’, 
playfully and without much effort, the Lord brought about peace and happiness for the 
Gods and sages and hermits (4). 

[‘Jayant’s story is narrated in Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, from Chaupai 
line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 1—to Doha no. 2. Briefly, Jayant, who was the son 
of Indra, the king of gods, decided to test the might of Lord Ram. So with his wicked 
intentions he assumed the form of a crow and pricked at Sita’s feet. Annoyed, Lord 
Ram picked up a reed and shot it at him like it were a head-less arrow. Jayant ran to 
all corners of the creation to hide and seek shelter, but this arrow followed him 
everywhere. Terrified out of his wits, he met sage Narad who advised him to seek 
pardon from Lord Ram if he wants to survive. Jayant came and surrendered to the 
Lord unconditionally, whereat the Lord granted him his life, but took out one of his 
eyes because the Lord’s arrow could not go in vain. 

?The killing of these four demons are narrated in Ram Charit Manas, Aranya 
Kand, (i) Chaupai line nos. 6-7 that precede Doha no. 7 (Viraadh); (ii) from Chaupai 
line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 18—to Doha no. 20 (Khar, Dushan and Trishira); 
and (iii) from Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 33—to Chaupai line no. 4 
that precedes Doha no. 34 (Kabandh).] 


Then, he killed Baali!’ who was an ocean of strength. 

Say, my dear husband! Who can ever imagine his well-being by offending one 
such as Lord Ram? (5). 

[ "Ram Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, Doha no. 8.] 


Even you, who prides himself to be the conqueror of the world, could not cross the 
line marked by Laxman at the time of abducting Sita''. 

How durst you imagine in your foolish mind to face him (i.e. Lord Ram) 
whose one single messenger leapt across the ocean and burnt the whole city of Lanka 
from end to end (and you couldn't stop him) (6). 

[When Sita had forced Laxman to go after Lord Ram when she heard 
someone calling out Laxman's name at the time the Lord had gone to bring the 
golden-deer, who was none else but the demon Marich deployed by Ravana to lure 
Lord Ram away so that he can kidnap Sita, Laxman had drawn a circle on the ground 
and had asked Sita not to step out of it. When Laxman was gone, Ravana appeared 
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disguised as a mendicant, seeking some alms. He stood at some distance from this 
circle drawn by Laxman as he dare not go near it. When Sita stepped out of this circle 
in order to give this imposter mendicant the alms he had sought, Ravana immediately 
caught hold of her and made good his escape. 

This is narrated in Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 2 that 
precedes Doha no. 36.] 


The Lord’s glories and praises are sung by Sheshnath (the legendary Serpent with a 
thousand tongues) and Sruti (the ancient scriptures, so-called because they were 
transmitted by the oral tradition of hearing and teaching from one to the next 
generation) with the words “Merciful Lord; One who is like a fire for the forest of 
rascals, scoundrels and wretches (krpasindhu, khala-bana-krsanu sama)”. 

Oh Lord! Think in your heart (before it’s too late to make amends): for in all 
sooth, the Lord whom Seshnath and the Sruti praise so much is the same Lord who is 
famed the world over and renowned for his valour, courage and strength, and is 
known as the great King of Kaushal (i.e. ‘Lord Ram’, the king of Ayodhya, which is 
also known as the kingdom of Kaushal) (7). 


Why are you willingly, adamantly and foolishly proving yourself a sinful scar in the 
moon-like fame of the race of sage Pulsastya"? I have searched the world for all 
options, but have come to the conclusion that your welfare lies in no other way than 
this (as suggested by me). [To wit, the only way you can escape certain annihilation is 
to make peace with Lord Ram.]" (8). 

[ Ravana traced his lineage to sage Pulastya. Refer: Ram Charit Manas, 
Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes Doha no. 20. 

The birth and lineage of Ravana in the family of sage Puslastya has been 
elaborately narrated in Adhyatma Ramayan of sage Veda Vyas. Refer: Adhyatma 
Ramayan, Uttar Kand, Canto 1, verse nos. 23—61. 

PMandadori's entreaties as narrated in the present verse no. 6/1 of Geetawali 
find an echo in Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, from Chaupai line no. 2 that 
precedes Doha no. 6—to Doha no. 7.] 


Hence, I finally plead before you, with the greatest of stress, sincerity and humility 
that I can muster, that it will be in your own benefit and welfare if you immediately 
proceed to meet Lord Ram, accompanied by Sita, and putting me in the front to guard 
your entourage from any harm. This is the only way out for you and your welfare. The 
Lord shall make you fearless as soon as he hears the word “I have come to seek 
refuge” from your mouth" (9). 

["Mandadori pleads with Ravana to immediately surrender Sita to Lord Ram 
and bow his head before the Lord as a token of surrender if he wished for his good. 
Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Doha no. 6.] 
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Section 12.4: Kavitawali Ramayan 


In one of Goswami Tulsidas’ classical narrative of the divine story of Lord Ram, 
known as ‘Kavitawali Ramayan’, we read that when Mandodari learnt that Lord 
Ram’s army has landed in Lanka, she made an earnest plea to Ravana to abandon his 
hostile attitude towards the Lord and make peace with him. This conversation is 
narrated in Kavitawali Ramayan’s Lanka Kand, verse nos. 17-29. 

In the following pages we shall read them and see how Mandodari tried to 
convince her husband to be reasonable and come to terms with ground realities by not 
entering into a war that would ruin the whole of the demon race. She pointed out to 
him how this was being fought on a wrong premise and for a wrong cause, how he 
was no match for the strength and abilities of Lord Ram and his formidable army, and 
what options are left to him to make peace. 


cperepfarf?sior die Ra apened, 

sad ë sided RA afar 
ASAI ST -A CIT Seal Lat Perey 

ug If AB a dail 


> cd! da dd ae wma M ofe, 
aig. M aa A Ay Main 


17. kanakagirisrnga cadhi dēkhi markatakataku, 
badata mandodari parama bhita. 
sahasabhuja-mattagajaraja-ranakesari 
parasudhara garbu jehi dekhi bita.. 

dasa tulasi samarasura kosaladhani, 

khyala him bali balasali jita. 

re kanta! trna danta gahi 'sarana $riramu' kahi, 
ajahum ehi bhamti lai saumpu sita..17.. 


Verse no. 6/17—Mounting the top of the ‘Mountain of Gold’, Mandodari beheld the 
army of monkeys and became terribly afraid and upset. She said to her husband 
Ravana, ‘Parashuram was very proud of his invincibility and strength, and he had 
even subdued Shahastrabahu (a demon with one thousand arms) in the battle-field just 
like a lion subdues an elephant. But even he (Parashuram) was himself subdued when 
he faced the Lord of Kaushal (Ram) of whom Tulsidas is a humble servant. 

Look, the same Lord as arrived on the battlefield with immense strength and 
powerful force. Look, he had conquered the brave and strong Bali playfully (i.e. 
without effort). Oh dear husband! I advise that you should even now put a straw 
between your teeth and take Sita and surrender her to Sri Ram, pleading ‘I have come 
to take refuge before you’.’ 


€ ofa ! antag faders, afer aree, 
aifór Raag wag wale dean 
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wea crore wo uféa we-guefe, 
We casa, d as a deal! 

di ot wel, Sa ! Be Aq aordaat 
Raga @ ale wa ate cite 
sap saat we ginsi 


18. re nica! maricu bicala'i, hati taraka, 

bhanji sivacapu sukhu sabahi dinhyo. 

sahasa dasacari khala sahita khara-düSanahi, 

paithai jamadhama, taim ta'u na cinhyo.. 

maim jo kahaum, kanta! sunu mantu bhagavantasom 
bimukha hvai bali phalu kauna linhyo. 

bisa bhuja, dasa sisa khisa ga'e tabahim jaba, 

Isake isasom bairu kinhyo..18.. 


Verse no. 6/18—‘Oh you wicked and evil one! Have you still not recognised him who 
has punished Marich (by using a head-less arrow, he threw Marich beyond the ocean), 
killed demoness Tadka, gave pleasure to everyone by breaking the bow of Lord Shiva 
(at Janakpur) and then killed Khar-Dushan along with his 14 thousand strong army of 
demons? 

Oh Lord! Listen to my advice. What fruit (benefit) did Bali get by opposing 
the Lord (God)? All your 10 heads and 20 arms were deemed to have been destroyed 
the moment you had decided to oppose and creat enmity with the Lord of Shiva (Sri 
Ram). 


ate efe, wifes cetera urea fes, 
wa ! adg d as a dedi 
Rya fact ae arg—pit cbICT—Y, 
ar as da fara cated 
sso aeoe goea Sè 
wa faa alfer ca gf pè | 
ga apa ofa wt ws, sa! ya, 
sog agaa eS eS 111911 


19. bali dali, kal'hi jalajana pasana kiyé, 
kanta! bhagavantu taim ta'u na cinhém. 
bipula bikarala bhata bhalu-kapi kala-se, 
sanga taru turga girisrrnga linhem.. 
a'igo kosaladhisu tulasisa jenhi 

chatra misa mauli dasa dūri kinhém. 

Isa bakasisa jani khisa karu, isa! sunu, 
ajahum kulakusala baidehi dinhérn..19.. 


Verse no. 6/19—'It happened just yesterday (i.e. recently) that he (Lord Ram) had 
slayed Bali and constructed a float (a floating bridge) of stones on the surface of the 
ocean. 

Oh Lord! Still you do not recognise that he is not an ordinary human but a 
divine Lord (Bhagwan; literally meaning Lord). With him are numerous death-like 
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ferocious bears and monkeys, carrying huge trees and large mountains (as 
armaments), and who had symbolically pierced your 10 heads when his single arrow 
had toppled your crowns’. 

Be warned. The same Lord of Tulsidas, Lord Sri Ram, has arrived. Oh Lord, 
listen. Do not destroy this gift (the kinghood of Lanka) which you have received from 
Lord Shiva. Still your clan's welfare can be safe-guraded by sending back Sita to Sri 
Ram.’ 

[Note—'This falling of the crowns refer to an incident before the start of the war. 
Lord Ram observed that the gem-studded golden crown of Ravana glittered and 
dazzled as he sat on a high pedestal in the fort of Lanka. So the Lord shot an arrow 
which toppled all the crowns and came back to enter his quiver. This had made 
Ravana convulse and squirm in frustration, anger, humiliation and dismay. ] 


afer et afa RÈ ré 1120 11 


20. sainakē kapina kō kō ganai, arbudai 
mahabalabira hanumāna jani. 

bhulihai dasa disa, sisa puni dolihaim, 
kopi raghunathu jaba bana tani.. 
balihüm garbu jiya mahim aiso kiyo, 
mari dahapata diyo jamaki ghanim. 
kahati mandodari, sunahi ravana! mato, 


Verse no. 6/20—'Who can count the number of monkeys in his army? Consider them 
equivalent to millions of brave Hanumans. When Sri Ram would mount his arrow on 
the bow angrily, you would forget about the 10 directions, (over which you have 
lordship) and your 10 heads would tremble in fear. Even Bali had boasted like you— 
but he was killed by him (Ram), completely ruined and crushed in the crushing 
machine (literally, jaws) of death.’ 

Mandodari continues, ‘Oh Ravana! Listen to my advice. Go and give Sita back 
to Lord Ram soon.’ 


wed sR, yo R, ud ak ad, 
Baa ot why az a omer 
qs gq ue fü was wail, 
wat S adar, ag nil 
ag geri aaa o aea — aaie, 
Aaaa wd, Ba Ag FEI 
AA Ag afer, afé AA ver A ere 
amà fie Rea ë aAA 
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21. gahanu ujjari, puru jari, sutu mari tava, 
kusala go kisu bara bairi jako. 

düsaro dütu panu ropi kope'u sabham, 

kharba kiyo sarbako, garbu thako.. 

dasu tulasi sabhaya badata mayanandini, 
mandamati kanta, sunu mantu mhako. 

taulaurn milu bégi, nahi jaulaurn rana rosa bhayo 
dasarathi bira birudaita bamiko..21.. 


Verse no. 6/21—'A single monkey (Hanuman) who came as a messenger of your 
enemy (Lord Ram) had ruined your Ashok garden, burnt your whole city, killed your 
son and went away unscathed. And his second messenger (Angad) made an angry 
vow in your court, humiliated you all and crushed your combined pride.’ 

Tulsidas says that Mandodari fearfully but earnestly pleaded with Ravana, ‘Oh 
you foolish Lord! Listen to my council. Before the most valorous, valiant and brave 
Lord Ram becomes angry in the battle-field (i.e. before it is too late), you must go and 
meet him (to strike a compromise deal and avoid the calamitous war).’ 


wag soi, sre MR, nf gR ated, 

ares Vora, al facet rep PRA | 
g Rama omgsmemiscisi ef 

api wer urs, at wars deri || 
cd ! Ya sg dger3ig fev sia are, 

erdt ater ater array agot deret | 
drei fag afer A arg a uel za, 

Se aep Pe er «erem RNANA 1122 11 


22. kananu ujari, acchu mari, dhari dhüri kinhim, 
nagaru prajaryo, so bilokyo balu kisako. 

tumhaim bidyamana jatudhanamandalimern kapi 
kopi ropyo pa'u, so prabha'u tulasisako.. 

kanta! sunu mantu kula-antu ki'em' anta hani, 
hato kijai hiyatem bharoso bhuja bisako. 

taulaum milu begi jaulaum capu na carhayo rama, 
rōśi banu kadhyau na dalaiya dasasisako..22.. 


Verse no. 6/22—'Y ou have already seen the strength, courage and valour of a single 
monkey (Hanuman)—he single handedly ruined your garden, killed Akshay Kumar 
and crushed his army and burnt the city. Even while you were present, the second 
monkey (Angad) had angrily and defiantly planted his foot firmly in the assembly of 
demons and no one could shake it—it was all the glorious effect of Sri Ram. Oh Lord! 
Listen to my advice—the destruction of the demon clan will be harmful to all (this 
shows that there were many inhabitants in Lanka, in the army, palace service, 
mistresses, concubines that were not demons by birth). 

Hence, you should now stop depending (relying) upon the strength of your 10- 
arms, and before Sri Ram mounts his bow angrily and resolutely, and his arrows 
pierce your 10 heads, you should soon go and meet him (to surrender and make 
peace).' 


1268 


Wi wee we ma mamng alter, 

sm emer! amor ad RARR we mmeo i 
‘gaa org afer fafertet are wifor, 

efe fore, a av füer! ugate fè 12311 


23. ‘pavanako pūtu dekhyo dütu bira bamikuro, jo 
banka garhu lanka-so dhakam dhakeli dhahigo. 
bali balasaliko so kal'hi dapu dali kopi, 

ropyo pa'u capari, camüko ca'u cahigo.. 

so'l raghunathu kapi satha pathanathu bamdhi, 
ayo natha! bhage term khiriri kheha khahigo. 
‘tulasi’ garabu taji milibeko saju saji, 

dehi siya, na tau piya! pa'imala jahigo..23.. 


Verse no. 6/23—‘You have already seen his messenger, the matchless warrior 
Pawansut (sun of wind-God; Hanuman) who had demolished the invincible fort such 
as Lanka by a mere push, as it were. [This refers to the burning of Lanka]. 

Son of the brave Bali (Angad) had returned safely after he had angrily cast his 
foot firmly on the ground (which you couldn't shake) and thereby crush your 
haughtiness and ego. Now the same Sri Ram (whose messengers did what they did as 
described above) has tamed and crossed the ocean along with his monkeys and landed 
on the soil of Lanka. 

So, oh Lord, if you contemplate on running away now, you'll have to bite dust 
literally. Therefore, abandon pride before it's too late and prepare to meet him, and 
give Sita back. Otherwise, oh dear, you will be ruined." 


zà srr sara afé ant ae 
Papas Ul smis-dwb sss! 
afèr Sots, sree, vapa aif ate 
ares! AM me Ase-A PiN || 
‘qe Aer Raama Garret sA 
AA urs at, wr g cb cb sifsonr 
weal er ma, Tea! sa a SITU aor, 
aBa Wart og As- ASN | 124 11 


24. udadhi apara utarata nahim lagi bara 
kesarikumaru so adanda-kaiso damdigo. 

batika ujari, acchu, racchakani mari bhata 

bhari bhari ra'ureke ca'ura-se kamdigo.. 

‘tulas tiharem bidyamana jubaraja aju 

kopi pa'u ropi, saba chüche kai kai chamdigo. 
kahéki na laja, piya! ajahüm na a'e baja, 

sahita samaja garhu ramda-kaiso bhamidigo..24.. 
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Verse no. 6/24—‘See! That son of Kesari (Hanuman) crossed the vast ocean in no 
time and punished you and went back scot-free. He had laid to waste your Ashok 
garden, killed Akshay Kumar and other guards, and had beaten to pulp many of your 
great warriors; and even today, Angad had angrily planted his foot on the ground in 
your presence and left you all hollow (i.e. left all your boastful claims of strength and 
valour sound hollow). 

Oh dear! You don’t have any shame! You still do not learn (or wake-up). 
Today Angad has thoroughly inspected all nooks and corners of the fort as if it was a 
prostitute's den, and you couldn’t stop him!’ 


aè BWy-gue-Prers-ae qf ate, 

Usd a wA- wrod wes | 
asadar emer me wea ae, 

waAe-aaAe arr! @Ru mers || 
aa AAS Aena Al orETOTSTOI 

as wer ore aaa Rf- eA | 
ga frees Aap aa wae, a 

ores Rag aU yga UAPA 112511 


25. jake rosa-dusaha-triddsa-daha dūri kinhe, 
pai'ata na chatri-khoja khojata khalakamem. 
mahiSamatiko natha sahasi sahasa bahu, 
samara-samartha natha! heri'e halakamem.. 
sahita samaja maharaja so jahajaraju 

budi gayo jake bala-baridhi-chalakamern. 
tütata pinakakem manaka bama ramase, te 
naka binu bha'e bhrgunayaku palakamem..25.. 


Verse no. 6/25—(Referring to Parashuram’s defeat at the hands of Sri Ram at 
Janakpur, Mandodari says):- 'No Kshatriyas could be found on this earth due to the 
wrath of his (Parashuram’s) intolerable anger; oh Lord! Just think in your heart—how 
courageous was Sahastrabaahu, the king of Mahishmatipur. But oh Lord, that great 
ship-like Sahastrabaahu had sunk, along with his kin, in the ocean of Parashuram’s 
strength. [That is, even though Sahastrabaahu was the strongest, invincible and most 
formidable king and warrior of his time, he could not face the fury of Parashuram and 
got vanquished by the latter along with his kith and kin. No one but Parashuram was 
able to subdue him. I (Mandodari) wish to tell you (Ravana) this thing to emphasise 
that Parashuram was no ordinary warrior, and he too was as proud of his valour and 
strength of arms as unfortunately you are. But do you not know what happened to 
Parashuram? Well—] It was the same Parashuram who had lost all his fame and 
reputation as an invincible warrior with valour and strength of arm that knew no 
barriers when Lord Sri Ram became slightly stern with him at the time of breaking of 
the bow (at Janakpur) so that finally Parashuram buckled in like a humble straw (and 
whereas he had come angrily determined to punish the Lord for breaking the bow of 
Lord Shiva, he not only surrendered meekly and bowed before Lord Ram but also 
gave him his own bow with which he had conquered the entire world earlier)?" 
[Note—Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes 
Doha no. 6 which also specifically refers to this episode of Sahastrabaahu getting 
killed by Parashuram. 
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Mandodari alludes to the incident that occurred at the time of Lord Ram’s 
marriage with Sita where the condition set for the marriage was the breaking of an old 
and worn-out bow of Shiva that was kept with her father king Janak. None of the 
assembled competing kings and princes could break it, individually or collectively. 
Then Lord Ram had very easily broken the bow as if was a sport. However, its 
breaking annoyed Parashuram when he got wind of it because he took it as an affront 
to Shiva, his patron god. Hence, Parashuram came to panting and huffing to the venue 
to take revenge and kill the offender. At the venue, he had jumped and yelled, but 
could actually do nothing more than that, conceding that no matter how hard he has 
tried his hand holding the battle axe refuses to oblige him (refer: Ram Charit Manas, 
Baal Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-3 that precede Doha no. 280). 

As it usually happens with fire and anger, over time when their fury is spent they 
calm down! So, finally Parashuram too calmed down like a punctured balloon and 
meekly surrendered before Lord Ram and asked for forgiveness. {Refer: Ram Charit 
Manas, Baal Kand, from Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 284—to Chaupai 
line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 285.} 

Mandodari has cited this instance in order to persuade her stubborn husband who 
seemed to hell-bent on confrontation with Lord Ram, thinking that no one is stronger 
and more powerful than him. Ravana told Mandadori that he has conquered gods and 
jailed them, so what do ordinary humans and monkeys count? Ravana’s boast has 
been narrated in Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-5 that precede 
Doha no. 8.] 


aA set walt faq ofera—suferer, 

wear aoe urfer efbe—enfer onfer dbi 
UA cpurer oil auret ciepurera À, 

wa seers Se Aa sama Bi 
areal fuer faa «mere AA wet 

Bernt used cies art arp atifer BI 
ars ca ma até, oi ser are, foe! 

fafferu U «mer! zener uféarfer B1126 11 


26. kinhi choni chatri binu chonipa-chapanihara, 
kathina kuthara pani bira-bani jani kai. 

parama krpala jo nrpala lokapalana pai, 

jaba dhanuha'i hvaihai mana anumani kai.. 
nakamém pinaka misa bamata biloki rama 
rokyo paraloka loka bhari bhramu bhani kai. 
na'i dasa matha mahi, jori bisa hatha, piya! 
mili'e pai natha! raghunatha pahicani kai..26.. 


Verse no. 6/26—(Referring to Parashuram, Mandodari continues):- 'He is the slayer 
of kings and had cleared the earth of all kings many a times (1.e. he had killed all the 
kings repeatedly). He has a hard and strong battle axe in his hands, and his 
temperament is like that of a warrior (though his external appearance is that of a 
hermit). 

When Lord Sri Ram weighed the pros and cons of a confrontation with him, 
he realised that it would be disastrous for the world. [This 1s because, for one, 
Parashuram was in the form of a hermit and fighting with a hermit would send a very 
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negative signal to the world, and secondly since Parashuram won’t be able to face 
Lord Ram he would vent his anger on others, running amock and killing all those 
around, specially the thousands of kings and princes who had collected for the 
marriage ceremony at Janakpur). 

So, Lord Ram showed mercy on the kings and guardians of the world (by not 
engaging Parashuram in a duel). Further, when Sri Ram saw that he (Parashuram) had 
his nose wrinkled and twitching menacingly because of the breaking of the bow, then 
in order to crush (remove) his (Parashuram’s) ego and pride (that he was invincible), 
Sri Ram stopped his (Parashuram's) way to heaven. [That is, if Lord Ram would have 
per-chance fought and killed Parashuram in a one-to-one fight, it was sure that 
Parashuram’s soul would have found liberation from his gross body and gone to 
heaven. But the Lord wanted him to live and regret and face ignominy for being 
unduly proud and haughty. So the Lord excused but extracted all his mystical powers 
in a token manner when Parashuram surrendered his own bow to the Lord, bowed his 
head before him and went to the mountain to do Tapa to regain his lost glory. This has 
been clearly affirmed in Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, from Chaupai line no. 7 that 
precedes Doha no. 284—to Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 285.] 

So, oh dear! Recognise that he is the same Sri Ram (as being the Lord God) 
and put all your 10 heads on the ground before him, fold all your 20 hands in 
submission and meet him (i.e., prostrate yourself before him and ask for forgiveness).' 


pal Ad Alda, faaitwerd am-an, 
sme uere Aa! u A-A af ust 
Rea Resy ma! yyer, 
aaa Beet A Get srg of cst 
a vgdied a Gh weet udi 
Ret ctr ars Hf sa- sas 12711 


27. kahyo matu matula, bibhiSanahüm bara-bara, 
amcaru pasara piya! payam lai-lai haur pari. 
bidita bidehapura natha! bhrgunathagati, 

samaya sayani kinhi jaisi a'i gaum pari.. 

bayasa, biradha, khara, dü$ana, kabandha, bali, 
baira raghubirakem na puri kahüki pari. 

kanta bisa loyana biloki'e kumantaphalu, 

khyala lanka la'i kapi ramtaki-si jhopari..27.. 


Verse no. 6/27—'Your maternal uncle (Marich) advised you; Vibhishan repeatedly 
asked you, and oh dear, even I had begged you again and again, falling at your feet, 
that you should not oppose God. 

Oh Lord! What was the fate of Parashuram at Janakpur is evident to all. [Hence 
you should not hesitate thinking that it would be inappropriate to surrender now after 
first creating enmity]. He (Parashuram) was clever enough to adapt himself to 
changed circumstances (and wise enough to surrender before Sri Ram). Jayant (the 
crow), Viradh, Khar, Dushan, Bali, Kabandh—none succeeded by opposing Lord 
Ram. 
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Oh Lord! The results of your evil thoughts are there before your twenty eyes to 
see that the monkey (Hanuman) playfully burnt Lanka as if it was a destitute whore's 
hut.’ 


aa ul ura feu fag è Bg, erat pro a Bis cc 
smufer ufer wel.fter! gfe, ofa chy er aes, are 
ara! wef agape, «for afer ae diet Tas aid! 
ars Raisga omg facet, way sis ue afer areas pid! 128 1 | 


28. rama sor sāmu ki'em nitu hai hitu, komala kāja na kiji'e tamthe. 
apani süjhi kahaum,piya! büjhi'e, jujhibé jogu na thaharu, nathe.. 
natha! suni bhrgunathakatha, bali bali ga'e cali batake samthérn. 
bha'i bibhiSanu ja'i milyo, prabhu a'i pare suni sayara kamtherm..28.. 


Verse no. 6/28—‘It is always beneficial to make-up (i.e., to befriend) with Sri Ram. 
Do not unnecessarily make difficult what is so simple a task. Oh dear! I tell you what 
I think is proper. Understand and realise it properly that this is the opportunity to 
withdraw, and not a proper place and circumstance to fight (1.e., make war). Oh Lord! 
You have already heard the story of Brighunath (Parashuram). The strong Bali ruined 
himself due to his ego. Your brother Vibhishan has also joined him (Sri Ram). Oh 
Lord! I hear that he has crossed the ocean and pitched his camp near the sea-shore.’ 


ulead p-ga, oA ict Secret vest ÈI 
ceic-31 de Hel ae gta afed-aifeant ced x 
diaz-dier adtaz-Sa usa wq asl gest ÈI 
wer! ate gerer fHet vaan- fav ze È III 


29. palibeko kapi-bhalu-camü jama kala karalahuko pahari hai. 
lanka-sé banka maha garha durgama dhahibe-dahibeko kahari hai.. 
titara-toma tamicara-sena samirako sūnu baro bahari hai. 

natha! bhalo raghunatha milem rajanicara-séna hi'em hahari hai..29.. 


Verse no. 6/29—‘Oh Lord! The son of Wind-God (Hanuman) can protect the army of 
monkeys and bears even against Yam and the terrible Kaal (God of death and hell, 
and Death itself), he is very mischievous (i.e., active, restless) in destroying the 
impregnable fort of Lanka. He is like a huge falcon for destroying the partridge-like 
army of demons. 

Oh Lord! It is wise to meet and make friendship with Sri Ram now, for the 
demon army’s morale has been broken and it's shuddering in its heart.’ 


Kok K kK k 2K 2K K K 
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Chapter 13 


War Parleys in both the camps of Lord Ram and Ravana; Lord Ram 
sends Angad as an Emissary of Peace to avoid the Destructive War. 


After the news arrived that Lord Ram and his great army of monkeys and bears have 
landed on the soil of Lanka, and soon after meeting Mandodari who failed in her first 
attempt to persuade Ravana to abandon his bellicose attitude and make peace with 
Lord Ram in order to avoid a calamitous war, Ravana went back to attend his court 
and consult his ministers about the next course of action. The majority of his courtiers 
spoke like what sycophants and yes-men would do, i.e. to speak what Ravana wished 
to hear—which was to boast of their own powers and strength, to treat the opponent 
with utter contempt as being totally incompetent and impotent against the might of the 
demon warriors, and therefore to rubbish all talks of surrender. But one of sons of 
Ravana boldly faced his father, and like Mandodari he tried to dissuade him from 
entering into a war with an adversary who was much stronger and powerful than the 
combined force of the demon race, and against whom Ravana has no chance of 
obtaining victory. But Ravana wouldn’t listen. 

He angrily rebuked his son, and dismissing the court he went as usual to attend 
an evening programme of dance and music, as if nothing bothered him. This is 
narrated in Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha 
no. 8— to Doha no. 10. 


Meanwhile, Lord Ram too was in consultation with his ministers on Mt. Subel. From 
this vantage point the Lord and his companions could see and hear the light and sound 
of Ravana’s programme being held in the distance in the city of Lanka. The Lord’s 
ministers were amazed at this fascinating sight which indicated that their enemy, the 
demon king Ravana, was not at all worried about the impending invasion, implying 
that he had some secret and dangerous plan which made him so incredulously 
confident of victory. So therefore, in order to instill confidence in his own army, as 
well as to warn Ravana that he should be ashamed of himself that he wants to enjoy 
sensual pleasures at a time when war is looming right at his doorstep, that if by a 
boisterous show of music and dance he wishes to convey the message that he is not 
afraid of Lord Ram's strength and powers and abilities, treating the Lord with utter 
contempt as being incompetent and no match against his might and majesty, the Lord 
shot an arrow in the direction from where the light and sound came. 

This arrow shot down Ravana’s crowns, royal umbrella and other 
paraphernalia which fell to the ground. This greatly embarrassed the demon king and 
scared his courtiers, but he soon recovered his composure and acted defiantly, saying 
it was a non-issue because he lost his balance due to some reason. He dismissed the 
court and asked them to go and sleep peacefully, and forget what had happened. 

This episode is narrated in Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 
that precedes Doha no. 11—to Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 14. 


The next morning, Lord Ram collected his advisors and sought their opinion about the 
best course of action to be followed. It was decided that a last attempt should be made 
to avoid the war, and the Lord readily conceded as he is so merciful and gracious that 
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he wished to give all possible chances to Ravana to make peace and desist from a 
bloody conflict. It was decided to send Angad, the monkey prince, as Lord Ram’s 
emissary to Ravana, with a clear mandate that all attempts should be made to 
convince the demon king to return Sita and end hostility. Angad’s mission failed; it 
ended in an acrimonious note with Angad humiliating Ravana and all his chief 
warriors in full open court, which resulted in demoralizing the demons. 

Angad thereafter triumphantly returned to Lord Ram, paving the way for the 
start of the war. This episode—of Angad being sent as an emissary and the heated 
verbal duel that took place between him and Ravana, culminating in Angad 
humiliating Ravana and putting him to shame by being unable to move Angad’s feet 
from the ground as a bet of losing or winning the impending war—is narrated in Ram 
Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 17—to Doha 
no. 35-a. 


This Chapter is divided into two Sections to enable us to read these episodes from (i) 
Ram Charit Manas, and (ii) Geetawali Ramayan as follows:- 


Section 13.1 Ram Charit Manas, sub-sections 13.1.1—13.1.3 
Section 13.2 Geetawali Ramayan 


Section 13.1: Ram Charit Manas 


(a) Sub-section 13.1.1: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 
7 that precedes Doha no. 8—to Doha no. 10:- 


ww amy Hire ae ST penis ener fate feu À eT ou 
mete Were Ot PIT TET LAT AT WY HE TNT I G UI 
HEE HAT Va HRs fran VAC Hy A SNE TANT Ul 9 Ul 


sabham a'i mantrinha tehirn büjha. karaba kavana bidhi ripu sair jüjha. 7. 
kahahim saciva sunu nisicara naha. bara bara prabhu pUchahu kaha. 8. 
kahahu kavana bhaya kari'a bicara. nara kapi bhalu ahara hamara. 9. 


Ravana went to his royal court where all his advisors and courtiers had assembled. He 
asked them how the war is to be fought; what strategy is to be adopted and how the 
army is to be deployed’. (7) 


All the ministers answered unanimously, in one voice, ‘Oh the king of the demons 
(nisicara naha)! Listen: Why are you (so worried or confused that you are) 
repeatedly asking the same thing again’? (8) 


To speak the truth, pray think and tell us what is there to be so scared for by us— 
because we are accustomed to devouring both the human beings and the monkeys; 
they are like fodder for us. [Is anyone afraid of his own food? So what is there to 
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worry? We are hungry, and we shall devour the enemy like one munches one’s meal.] 


(9) 


[Note—'We are by now acquainted with Ravana’s character that he was not ready to 
heed any advice; he would not listen to anybody. So then what was the need to 
consult his advisors regarding the war? Well, there are three apparent reasons: 

One is that he wished to ascertain who amongst them was totally committed 
and devoted to his cause, and who was in two minds. 

Second, when the news of Lord Ram building the bridge and landing in Lanka 
had arrived a little while ago, he couldn’t hide his astonishment and alarm (apropos: 
Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Doha no. 5). Then, his wife Mandodari had left him 
more uncertain of the future by her own entreaty asking him to abandon his hostile 
attitude towards Lord Ram and make peace with him (apropos: Ram Charit Manas, 
Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 6—to Chaupai line no. 6 that 
precedes Doha no. 8). Both these things had left him confused and in a dilemma. 
Normally he would make his own decisions, but now his self-confidence was so much 
shaken and he was so confounded that he wasn’t able to think coherently and cogently 
on his own. Therefore, he wished to take in the view of others so as to formulate a 
proper strategy for the impending war. 

Third, he wished to impress upon his commanders and ministers that he has 
full faith in them, that he trusts them, that he gives their opinions great value and 
importance, that this war is to be fought jointly by all the demons, and that he is 
confident that they will be his faithful allies. 


“Earlier you had asked us about our opinion when the news arrived that the army of 
Lord Ram has assembled on the other side of the ocean, and was preparing to cross it. 
At that time too we had told you that there is nothing to worry—refer: Ram Charit 
Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line nos. 7-9 that precede Doha no. 37. 

To wit, why are you so worried that you do not know what our answer would 
be? Don't you know that we have faced such situations many times in the past, when 
we had launched attack on the gods or when some other enemy had attacked us? Have 
we ever felt afraid in the face of battle; have we ever had second thoughts about 
fighting our enemy boldly and bravely till he is completely vanquished? So what's 
new now that has made you doubt what our answer would be?] 


a0. Ws ck sre Met HP he Weed Ht ilit | 
vitfet fatter a after wy afore ata sits ente e u 
doha. 


saba ké bacana Sravana suni kaha prahasta kara jori. 
niti birodha na kari'a prabhu mantrinha mati ati thori. 8. 


When Prahast heard what others had said, he stood up with his joined palms as a sign 
of prayerful submission before Ravana (because he did not agree with the advice 
given by the courtiers). He said, ‘Oh Lord, you should not do anything that is not 
proper and against the laws of propriety. Your ministers are all ill-witted and they 
have a low intellect. (Doha no. 8) 
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[Note—Prahast was Ravana's son—refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai 
line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 10.] 


ado. cele ahaa We esq rrerdi iar a ur sme ufé state u 
aR fer uen anf sme | are afta WA AE WS UST 2 M 
OM Tet Pele da Hie SNA TTS Ha ae STE d 3 I 


caupat. 


kahahim saciva satha thakurasohati. natha na pūra ava ehi bhamiti. 1. 
baridhi naghi eka kapi ava. tasu carita mana mahum sabu gava. 2. 
chudha na rahi tumhahi taba kahu. jarata nagaru kasa na dhari khahüu. 3. 


They are unable to grasp the gravity of the situation, and are speaking things which 
you wish to hear, like true sycophants and flatterers usually do, not which is good for 
you. But my Lord beware, such hollow talk will not be of any help to you when you 
have to face hard ground realities. (1) 


One single monkey had come here by crossing the mighty ocean. His deeds were so 
marvellous and astounding that everyone here remembers them secretly in his heart, 
and even speak of them in private (as they are terrified to talk of it openly)’. (2) 


Why, weren't anyone of you hungry then that you couldn't grab and devour him 
(Hanuman) when he was burning Lanka’? (3) 


[Note—'To wit, what Hanuman had done here in Lanka is talk of the town; everyone 
speaks of it in a hushed tone and in private discussions because they are scared you 
might hear them speak of a subject that they fear you will not like to hear about. But 
that does not mean that anyone has forgotten about what Hanuman had done to 
Lanka. 


?You all boast of not worrying about the monkeys and humans as they are staple food 
of demons (as said in Chaupai line no. 9 that precedes Doha no. 8 herein above). Well 
then, if this is the case then was no one hungry to catch hold of Hanuman and eat him 
up to help save our city from being burnt to ashes? Why do you boast now and put 
yourselves to shame?] 


Ora len srt Ga War | ahaa 3TH He UAE Fara Ul YU 
Wie ante deara Wem | SANS BA Wü Wee iu 
A Wy AST Gla SA Us 1 TH Hele GST Met Hells Il & Il 


sunata nika ager dukha pava. sacivana asa mata prabhuhi sunava. 4. 
jehim barisa bamdhaya'u hela. utare'u sena sameta subéla. 5. 
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so bhanu manuja khāba hama bhā'ī. bacana kahahim saba gala phulā'. 6. 


These flattering ministers have given your lordship an advice that seems so reassuring 
and pleasant to hear at its face value, but which would give you nothing but trouble 
and grief later on in the long run. (4) 


He (i.e. Lord Ram) has been able to tame the mighty ocean as if it was a mere sport 
for him, and now he has landed on Mt. Subel with his large and formidable army. (5) 


It is such an irony that now your ministers boast with a loud mouth by saying that 
they will eat this gentleman along with his army!’ (6) 


[Note— Well, will you tell me what were they doing while the bridge was being 
constructed, what were they doing when the enemy's army was crossing it, what were 
they doing when Lord Ram and his army landed on the shores of Lanka, and why 
could none of the demons could stop the march of the army from the shore and up Mt. 
Subel? Even a blind man can see through this airy talk and loud bluster that is hollow 
from the inside.] 


WE Sat Aa OF sift mer ps pg AS He Tar 9 N 
fra ort st oats SW eet (uu ae repre wn sree i c t 
wer un fea Gad Holt ga Vt Hale d AT TY AIT S M 


tata bacana mama sunu ati adara. jani mana gunahu mohi kari kadara. 7. 
priya bani je sunahim je kahahim. aise nara nikaya jaga ahahim. 8. 
bacana parama hita sunata kathoré. sunahim je kahahim te nara prabhu 
thore. 9. 


My dear father (tata)! Pay close attention to my words (advice), and don't think me to 
a coward or scared of anything. (7) 


There are lots and lots of people who speak what is pleasant for the other person to 
hear, and similarly there is no dearth of people who like to hear only sweet things 
being told to them, things that they like to hear. (8) 


But there are not many people who would like to speak or hear things that would 
seem unpleasant to hear or speak of, but are actually the hard truth and good for all. 

[To wit, truth is often a bitter pill to ingest, but it is like a good medicine for 
everyone. Things that may initially seem harsh to hear may actually be good in the 
long run for both the speaker and the hearer. Truly, there are not many people who 
would gather courage to speak the truth, and similarly there are not many people who 
would calmly hear things that are unpleasant to hear but are meant for their own good 
in the long run.] (9) 


yan aes uos wp dt i ia dg Hee wer Wd u o n 
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prathama basitha patha'u sunu niti. sita de'i karahu puni priti. 10. 


Now, listen to what is the proper thing for you to do: first send an emissary (to Lord 
Ram, conveying your desire to make peace), then send Sita back to the Lord, and 
finally make a treaty of peace, harmony and friendship with him. (10) 


ao. aR ug ftaft rfe ait at a agga uf 
"fé d aqa Gar Ale ad Hat gfo AMT 9 i 
doha. 


nari pa'i phiri jahim jaum tau na barha'i'a rari. 
nahim ta sanmukha samara mahi tata kari'a hathi mari. 9. 


If he (Lord Ram) returns after getting his wife back then it would be good for all and 
the end of the matter. If on the other hand he becomes ambitious and wants to conquer 
Lanka then you must face him boldly and gallantly in the battle-field, thrashing him 
without the slightest remorse and breaking his army to smithereens (because then you 
will be fully justified to do so). (Doha no. 9) 


[Note—Any neutral observer would agree with Prahast's advice; what he told Ravana 
is the most appropriate thing to do. The reason is discussed in a note appended to 
verse no. 1 herein below.] 


"dio. Be Wd wi AMS WY ANT | ST Weare AST SAT HT N g M 
Ua wa we ques fram | arf ufa we He Afè fered i 2 u 
Tal d TAHA Sls STAT Aa Wag TAS |! 3 


caupat. 


yaha mata jaum manahu prabhu mora. ubhaya prakara sujasu jaga tora. 1. 
suta sana kaha dasakantha risa’. asi mati satha kehirn tohi sikhā'. 2. 
abahim te ura sansaya ho't. benumula suta bhayahu ghamo1. 3. 


Oh my Lord; if you agree to this advice of mine then you will have glory and good 
fame in either of two situations’. 

[To wit, you will be appreciated in the world for your goodwill gesture of 
returning your enemy's wife and proposing peace to avoid a bloody war, and in case 
Lord Ram refuses your proposals then it will be good for you, for then the whole 
blame would fall squarely on the shoulders of your enemy, and you will be absolved 
of any misadventure that culminated in a destructive war. In the second scenario 
however, you will be justified to fight and crush your enemy mercilessly, beating the 
blue out of him, which you and your ministers boast of doing.]’ (1) 


The ten-necked (and therefore ten-headed) Ravana (dasakantha) became very angry 
at his son and sternly rebuked him, saying, ‘Oh you stupid rascal; who has taught you 
to think this way? (2) 
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You have started having doubts in the very beginning, when there is no action on the 
ground as yet. My son, you appear to be like a prickly plant that grows at the root of a 
bamboo tree (that destroys the entire cluster of bamboos). 

[To wit, you have brought shame and a blot on the valour and glory of the 
entire demon race, and more specifically on my family by speaking like a scared 
coward who is terrified of facing an enemy in the battle-field, and therefore tries to 
cook up some excuse to avoid a battle to save his skin. Woe to you; shame to you. 
You have blackened my face with such a cowardly and reprehensible approach 
towards an enemy who has invaded our land, something I had never ever expected 
from my own son.]^ (3) 


[Note— What does Prahast mean that Ravana would gain good fame and acquire 
glory if he follows the advice given by him in Doha no. 9 herein above? 

The answer is this: Since at present Ravana is at fault because he has abducted 
a chaste and loyal wife of another person who has the full right to free her from the 
clutches of her abductor by trying his best, which incidentally involves fighting a war 
since the lady's kidnapper refuses to relent and give her back to her husband, the 
blame for the ignominy, the bloodshed and the devastation that the war is sure to 
invite will lie squarely on Ravana's shoulders. 

If on the other hand he returns Sita back to her husband Lord Ram, and takes 
the initiative of making peace by sending an emissary with a message of this intent, 
and then even after this his so-called enemy remains aggressive and hostile by 
declaring that he would invade Lanka and kill all the demons, then in this situation 
Ravana would be justified to defend himself and his race against an invader. In this 
case, the blame for fighting the war unnecessarily and its attendent horrors which 
could have been easily avoided would go to Lord Ram, and the world would 
denounce him instead of condemning Ravana. It's as plain and simple as that. 

But unfortunately Ravana did not listen to his son Prahast. Instead of 
appreciating Prahast's wisdom and prudence, Ravana lost his temper and lambasted 
him for showing cowardice in the face of the enemy, and for being a shameful blot on 
the demon race and on the family of its king. 


*Ravana’s angry outburst at Prahast is in sharp contrast with the calm and docile way 
he reacted when Mandodari, his wife, too tried to persuade him to end confrontation 
with Lord Ram on four occasions, the last being just a while ago (apropos: Ram 
Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 6—to Chaupai 
line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 8). 

Probably Prahast's advice was ill-timed as it came when his father was already 
under immense emotional stress after what Mandodari had said to him just a little 
while before. Prahast's words therefore provoked him, and made him feel cornered 
and guilty; this unleashed his suppressed anger which he had somehow managed to 
keep contained before Mandodari. 

As we have already observed earlier in the context of Mandodari, one of the 
primary reasons why Ravana did not show his anger at her while displaying utter 
contempt at all others who had tried to advice him on the same line as she did, is that 
while Mandodari's talking was in private, all the others had spoken in public. Ravana 
took this public pointing out of his faults as an affront to his majesty and authority, 
and surely this would annoy any king worth his name, for no king would approve that 
his own courtiers and family members criticise him or chastise him in front of others, 
in full public view.] 
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When he (Prahast) heard his father speak so harshly to him, he felt exasperated 
himself and decided to go home. But before that, he retorted at his father in a sharp 
tone --- (4) 


‘An advice that is for your own good is not liked by you just as a person who is in the 
throes of death cannot be cured even by the best of medicines. 

[To wit, just like medicines fail to cure a person who is destined to die, all 
good advice seems to fail to have any effect on you. It is futile to try to show you the 
right path because you are doomed to die. So do whatever you wish to do; I have 
nothing more to say.]’ (5) 
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Observing that it was almost evening, Ravana retired to his palace, and on his way 
back he fondly and haughtily gazed at his twenty mighty arms’. (6) 


On the top of the summit of Lanka, there was a very fascinating and charming hall 
were regular programmes of dancing and singing competitions were used to be held. 


(7) 


It was in this citadel that Ravana went to sit and enjoy the musical extravaganza. 
Soon, the Kinnars (court dancers and singers) began singing songs in his honour. (8) 


Musical instruments such as cymbals, tabors and Indian lutes were played, and 
beautiful nymphs known as Apsaras, who were experts in dancing, began exhibiting 
their skills in this art”. (9) 


[Note—'After all the chiding and rebuke by Prahast and Mandodari presently, and 
earlier by Vibhishan, Ravana was feeling very depressed, and he needed some kind of 
subtle psychological support for his sagging morale, something to bolster his courage 
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and encourage him. So he now looked up and down his mighty arms, which he flexed 
and twisted and shook to remind himself that these were the same arms that had 
enabled him to conquer the world repeatedly. This was like insurance for him—that 
even if no one comes to help him, he alone was competent to take his enemy head-on, 
thanks to the might of his twenty arms. 


*We come across such Apsaras and exhibition of their dancing skills elsewhere also in 
Ram Charit Manas—for instance, refer to: Baal Kand, Chaupai line nos. 4-5 that 
precede Doha no. 126. The context here is different however, for it was at the time 
when Kaam, the god of passion, was trying to disturb Lord Shiva’s meditation. 

The Apsaras are female dancers and singers, while the Kinnars are their male 
counterparts. | 
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Ravana used to indulge in sensual pleasures and luxuries that were equivalent to those 
that can be enjoyed by hundreds of Indras together’. 

It is such an irony that he had a formidably powerful enemy knocking right at 
his doorstep, yet he was neither worried nor afraid of this development. (Doha no. 10) 


[Note— Indra is the king of gods; he is described in ancient mythological literature as 
someone who was very indulgent in sensual pleasures. From a metaphysical 
perspective, Indra represents the sense organs of a creature. These sense organs have a 
natural habit of getting attracted to their respective objects in this material world, and 
they will always like to enjoy them, they are invariably tempted by them. For 
instance, the ‘tongue’ would always like to taste delicious food, even if that food is 
harmful for the body. Likewise, the ‘skin’ would like to touch things that seem 
pleasant to it and give sensual pleasure to the creature, even if such contact may lead 
to some grave consequences later on and land the creature in trouble. 

The idea here is that Ravana was an exceptionally lustful and passionate 
individual who liked to wallow in luxury and remain engrossed in enjoying sensual 
pleasures. He was driven blind by his pervert nature so much so that he could not see 
the dark clouds of doom looming in the horizon. His over-confidence and a false 
sense of invincibility made him so haughty and arrogant that he thought that no harm 
can ever come to him, and that life is meant to be spent in enjoying sensual pleasures 
and worldly luxuries as much as is possible. 

He firmly believed that as the King of Demons it was his birth-right to enjoy 
the privileges that come with the crown of Lanka and the fruits of kinghood of the 
demon race. So therefore he was within his rights in enjoying these privileges and 
fruits; there was nothing wrong in enjoying sensual pleasures and luxuries. 

Tentatively, however, he showed signs of alarm when his attention was drawn 
to the fact that a huge army of immense strength was next door, but this scary scene of 
an impending bloody war that may lead not only to the ruin of his entire kingdom but 
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also to his own death had only a temporary effect on him, because he soon forgot all 
about it and reverted back to his old pervert ways. ] 


(b) Sub-section 13.1.2: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Doha no. 11-b 
— to Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 14:- 


Meanwhile, Lord Ram and his army of monkeys and bears, who were also 
accompanied by Vibhishan, Ravana's brother who had surrendered before the Lord 
and joined his camp earlier, had arrived in Lanka and pitched camp on Mt. Subel— 
refer: Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 11. 

Now we shall read what happened next.] 
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When night fell, Lord Ram looked in the eastern direction and saw the full moon 
rising. He addressed his companions and said, *Look all of you at the moon. How 
bold it is, like a lion (is amongst other animals: mrgapati sarisa asanka)! (Doha no. 
11-b) 


[Note—Why Lord Ram compares the full moon with a lion is explained below. 
Briefly he means that just like a lion is not scared of any animal, large or small, in the 
forest, the moon isn't bothered about other heavenly bodies, may they be small distant 
stars or nearby large planets such as Jupiter and Saturn. The moon dulls them and 
makes them lustreless with its brilliant light that spreads across the firmament as well 
as on the earth below.] 
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This moon, which is like a lion, dwells in a mountain cave symbolised by the eastern 
direction just below the horizon’. This metaphoric lion (i.e. the moon) has immense 
glory; it possesses grandeur and brilliance, and it is an embodiment of strength. (1) 
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This lion-like moon moves ahead boldly in the sky after rupturing the thick veil of 
darkness just like the case of a brave lion who jumps on the back of a wild elephant 
that may obstruct his path, and then fearlessly tears apart the top of the head of its 
victim to vanquish it^. (2) 


The stars that are scattered in the sky are like so many beautiful pearls that adorn the 
body of a lady represented by the night.’ (3) 


[Note—'When the moon rises from below the horizon in the east as night falls it 
looks as if a lion is coming out from the mouth of a dark mountain cave where it had 
retired for the day. 


^When the full moon rises in the sky it tears apart the veil of darkness by its brilliant 
light just like a lion that moves towards its prey and tears apart its body. The lion is so 
strong and powerful that it can win over the strongest animal in the forest, such as an 
elephant. Likewise, the light of the moon dulls even the brightest star in the dark 
night, showing that it too is bold and powerful. 


*In these verses, the ‘night’ is a dark-skinned beauty (a lady); the ‘stars’ are the pearls 
that are worn by this lady to decorate herself; the ‘full moon’ is her face; and the ‘sky 
or the firmament’ is her body-wrapping apparel. 

It is to be noted that the moon, no matter how much it shines, still has a dark 
hue to it as compared to the dazzling bright disc of the sun. Since the lady here is 
represented by the ‘night’, which is dark, her face is aptly compared to the ‘full moon’ 
because its disc also has a shade of dark inspite of its silvery light. This is in contrast 
to a fair-skinned lady whose face would be aptly compared to the ‘sun’. ] 
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Then the Lord turned to his companions and wished to know what they thought of the 
moon. So he said, ‘My brothers (bha'l)’, tell me what each of you think in this matter 
(concerning the moon).' (4) 


[The first one to give his opinion was Sugriv, the king of the monkeys.] Sugriv said, 
‘Oh Lord Ram (raghura'l), listen. The moon appears to be a bit dark because the 
shadow of the earth falls on its surface’. (5) 


[Note— The term ‘brother’ is endearing; it brings closeness between the speaker and 
the listener. By using this word of affection Lord Ram wishes to convey that he treats 
all his companions as his dear brothers. Such small gestures on the part of Lord Ram 
went a long way in forging a close bond between the Lord and the rest of his advisors 
and troops who developed personal rapport with the Lord which was based on 
affection and mutual respect that in turn ensured their loyalty, devotion and 
commitment towards the Lord and his cause. They became emotionally attached to 
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Lord Ram; they became faithful to him and were ready to cheerfully lay down their 
lives for him. 

This is in sharp contrast with Ravana’s attitude and his dealings with his 
ministers. He treated himself as their ‘king’, not as one of them. On the other hand 
Lord Ram treated all his ministers as if they were his ‘brothers’, as a close ‘friend’ 
(apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 
51). 


^Sugriv was the king of Kishkindha. Therefore he must have had knowledge of basic 
science. His reply, that the shadow of the earth fall on the surface of the moon to 
make it look a bit dark instead of brilliant white, is quite in line with science. The 
moon has its origin in the earth, because in some ancient time a part of the earth was 
scooped out by a colliding heavenly body, such as a meteor or an asteroid. Though 
from a distance the moon appears to shine like silver, but when one gets close enough 
one discovers that its surface is as ordinary and rough and dark as that of the earth; 
it’s full of craters; and it’s surface has a coarse soil, and is littered with pebbles and 
stones and rocks of varying dimensions much like the surface of earth. 

Besides this, Sugriv’s mind may have been preoccupied with land and 
expansion of his empire. So it is like: he always thought of ‘earth’; the earth came to 
his mind first even when talking of the moon. ] 
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Someone gave his opinion saying that the black spots seen on the surface of the moon 
has been caused by the wound inflicted upon it by Rahu (the severed head of a demon 
who is said to devour the moon during lunar eclipses) who had attached it. (6) 


Someone else? proposed that when the creator was moulding the face of Rati, the 
beautiful consort of Kaamdeo (the patron god of beauty and passion), he could not a 
suitable material to use for Rati's face, so he decided to scoop up some of the core 
matter from the charming face of the moon and use it to craft her face. The area from 
which this beautifying matter was scooped up by Brahma left dark spots on the 
surface of the moon. (7) 


Since some matter was removed by Brahma from the heart or the core area of the 
moon, it became less dense there, and therefore one can faintly see the blue sky 
beyond it through this hole. This gives the visual impression that the moon's 
otherwise brilliantly illuminated surface is dark here and there. (8) 


[Note—'Rahu is the severed head of a demon who is believed to be responsible for 
causing the lunar eclipse. According to mythological accounts, a demon had 
surreptitiously entered the row of gods and sat between the moon god and the sun god 
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when Amrit, the nectar of eternity that was obtained during the churning of the ocean, 
was being distributed between the gods and the demons. As soon as these two gods 
realised who he was, they raised an alarm. Lord Vishnu cut off the impostor demon’s 
head, but it was too late as by that time some drops of the Amrit had already dropped 
into the mouth of this demon, making him immune to death. So the demon insisted 
that the creator Brahma must provide him some food that he can eat on a regular basis 
to survive. On being asked his choice he said that he should be allowed to eat the sun 
and the moon gods. It was granted. Henceforth therefore, this demon devours the 
moon and the sun occasionally, causing the eclipses. The moon enters through its 
mouth and escapes through the hole at the lower end from where the head was 
severed from the body of the demon. 

The severed head of the demon is called ‘Rahu’, and the cut-off torso is called 
‘Ketu’ which is seen as the comet in the night sky. 

The beginning of the lunar or the solar eclipse starts when Rahu begins 
approaching its victim, causing the disc of the two celestial bodies gradually 
becoming darker. The actual eclipse is when these two celestial entities enter the 
mouth of Rahu, when they escape through the hole at the lower end of Rahu's severed 
head it marks the end of the eclipse. The darkness of the disc of the moon and the sun 
soon fades away, indicating that Rahu had gone away. 

But it is believed that during this brief period Rahu manages to bite its victim 
and suck some of its blood. The wound thus created results in the dark spots seen on 
the surface of both the moon and the sun. 


*Though it is not clear from these two verses who these other two persons were, but 
most probably there were Angad and Vibhishan respectively. The reason is that four 
persons were very close confidantes of Lord Ram, and remained by his side most of 
the time—they were Sugriv (the king of the monkeys), Angad (the crown prince of 
the monkeys), Vibhishan (Ravana's brother who had joined Lord Ram) and Hanuman 
(who had gone to Lanka and brought back Sita's news). 

Sugriv had already expressed his opinion in verse no. 5 herein above. The next 
turn was that of Angad in order of seniority, so his idea is expressed in verse no. 6. 
His observations reflect his state of mind aptly because his father Baali was killed by 
an arrow in a battle with Sugriv. The wound on his father's heart must have been 
fresh in Angad's mind when he tried to find a reason for the darkness on the moon's 
surface, for it reminded him of that dark patch of blood on the chest of his father. 

The third in order of seniority was obviously Vibhishan, so verse nos. 7-8 can 
be attributed to him. He was kicked out of Lanka where he was forced to leave his 
wife Sarma. He remembered her fondly, and the moon reminded him of her beautiful 
face. 

The last companion was Hanuman. He was a great devotee of Lord Ram, and 
this will soon be reflected when he expresses his opinion in Doha no. 12-a herein 
below.] 
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Lord Ram now made his own observation (almost on the line of his friends). He said 
that ‘poison (garala)’ is a dear brother of the ‘moon’ (bandhu sasi kéra ati priya). 
‘Poison’ is so dear to the ‘moon’ that the latter has given it a place close to its own 
heart. (9) 


The moon burns and scorches (i.e. torments) men and women who are separated from 
their beloved ones by spreading its rays laced with this poison upon them. [To wit, the 
rays of the moon prove to be like a spray of poison that further aggravates the grief of 
a person who is already suffering the agony of separation from his or her beloved.]^ 


(10) 


[Note— The poison known as Halala emerged from the ocean at the time of its 
churning by the gods and the demons. It is also believed that the moon too owes its 
origin to the ocean, because when a large chunk of earth was scooped out and thrown 
into the sky to form the moon, the cavity thus created was filled with water, thereby 
forming the ocean. 

Hence, the *poison' and the ‘moon’ both have the ocean as their father. 


?Those who are suffering from grief at separation from their beloved ones, look up to 
the moon for some relief, and then sigh. The rays of the moon, which are normally 
soothing and comforting for others, makes those who are suffering from the grief of 
separation feel more sorrowful and much tormented as it reminds them of their 
separated beloved ones whom they are not certain to meet and see again. This 1s 
equivalent to spraying hot liquid on a wound, or is like spraying poison on an injury. 

Lord Ram is suffering from grief due to separation from his beloved wife Sita. 
So like his companions Sugriv, Angad and Vibhihsan he too makes an observation 
that reflects his worldly state of mind and feelings. It is very apt for the Lord to speak 
in a language that fits with the line of thinking of his friends; the Lord wishes to 
convey to them that he is no different from them. 

Let us remember one thing here—Lord Ram has always took the precaution to 
see that his commanders would feel that the Lord is very down-to-earth and practical, 
making them feel at home with him, treating him as one who is like them, and not a 
Lord who is inaccessible and distant. In this context see Chaupai line no. 4 herein 
above where he addresses his companions as ‘brothers’. 

So why is the moon tormenting Lord Ram by partnering with poison? Well, 
the Lord had threatened their father, the Ocean, when the latter had blocked his way. 
This annoyed the moon, and it decided to torment the Lord by lacing its rays with 
poison symbolizing the sorrows, the agony and the grief that torments a person who is 
separated from his beloved one—in this case it is Lord Ram who is suffering from 
separation with Sita.] 
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kaha hanumanta sunahu prabhu sasi tumhara priya dasa. 
tava murati bidhu ura basati so'i syamata abhasa. 12 (a). 
pavana tanaya kē bacana suni bihamisé ramu sujana. 
dacchina disi avaloki prabhu bole krpanidhana. 12 (b). 


Then came the turn of Hanuman who said, ‘Listen my Lord! The moon is one of your 
dear servants (a faithful servitor; a loyal follower; an ardent devotee—"sasi tumhara 
priya dasa”)'. [So it will not be proper to say that his is tormenting you by spraying 
rays laced with poison upon you. | 

Your image is sacredly enshrined in the moon’s heart (because he loves you 
and is devoted to you), and this causes the shade of darkness that is seen on its 
surface. 

[It is also possible that the moon is sad because you are sad. A true servant 
feels the same way his lord feels; if the lord is happy the servant will be happy, and if 
the lord is unhappy the servant too would feel unhappy. That is why the moon is dark 
as it feels sorry for you.]’ (Doha no. 12-a) 


When the gentleman Lord Ram heard these wise and enlightened (and surely witty) 
words of the son of the wind god (i.e. Hanuman) he smiled.’ 

The Lord, who is a treasury of grace and kindness, then looked in the south 
direction and said" --- (Doha no. 12-b) 


[Note—'Why does Hanuman call the moon a servant or a devotee of Lord Ram? The 
answer is this: A monkey named Sushen is regarded as a manifestation of the moon 
god, and this Sushen is the father-in-law of Sugriv, who himself is Lord Ram’s close 
companion and confidante. So therefore, the moon god cannot be inimical to the Lord. 

Another reason is that the crescent moon finds its abode in the lock of matted 
hairs on Lord Shiva’s head, and Shiva worships you. So how can the moon become 
your enemy; by no stretch of imagination this is ever possible. 

This interpretation of Hanuman proves that he was a devotee of Lord Ram of 
the highest level. While others took a worldly view of why the moon has dark spots, 
Hanuman had an enlightened view of it. 


"Lord Ram smiled at the smart and witty answer of Hanuman. It lent a completely 
different meaning to the whole discussion regarding the moon. The Lord marvelled at 
Hanuman’s wisdom and level of enlightenment and presence of mind; it helped to 
further firm up the Lord’s personal high opinion regarding Hanuman. Every little 
event added up to bring Hanuman more and more close to the Lord; each small thing 
that happened proved that amongst all the monkeys and bears and demons no one 
could match Hanuman in any field. 

It is the reason why Lord Ram decided to retain only Hanuman in his service 
after returning from Lanka and being crowned as the King of Ayodhya. 


`The Lord changed the subject. He now looked in the direction of the city of Lanka 
which was in the southern direction from Mt. Subel. There were more urgent things to 
discuss; the war was looming in the horizon and a strategy had to be devised soon. 
The talk of the moon was like an idle pastime; the mind had to be focussed on more 
important things now. | 
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Addressing Vibhishan, Lord Ram said, *Vibhishan, look in the south direction. It 
appears that huge banks of dark clouds are emerging in the yonder sky. There are 
streaks of lightening glistening through these clouds, lending a special charm to them. 


(1) 


The soft sound of these clouds rumbling and thundering in the distance is clearly 
audible. Would it rain, or is it possible that there would be a shower of hail coming 
down upon us?” (2) 


[Note—'Lord Ram’s army was under the open sky; there were no modern day tents to 
house the soldiers. So the possibility of an approaching thunderstorm worried the 
Lord. He consulted Vibhishan as he had lived all his life in Lanka, and therefore he 
would be in a better position to tell how the weather behaves in this far away alien 
land to which neither Lord Ram nor any of the others were in the least familiar with. 
Advance precautions had to be taken and preparations made before the fury of Nature 
befell upon the huge army. Should it begin to rain now when the war is to be fought 
the next day or in the days following, a lot of advance planning is required. A rainy 
day is quite a different proposition than a sunny day in the battle-field. 
So, the prospects of rain or a hailstorm worried Lord Ram. ] 
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Vibhishan replied, ‘Listen of merciful and gracious Lord (sunahu krpala)! This sight 
is neither of a bank of cloud nor of lightening. (3) 


On the summit of Lanka there is a huge citadel (or a hall) where Ravana (the ten- 
shouldered and ten-headed one—“dasakandhara’’) sits to watch competitions of 
dancing and singing, as well as other kinds of sports'. (4) 


[Note—'This is the first instance among many others that will come during the 
unfolding of the war that Vibhishan had given the secrets of Lanka and Ravana to 
Lord Ram. 

Amongst the most prominent ones are the following: 

When Ravana was performing a fire sacrifice that would have made him 
invincible in the battle-field if completed successfully, Vibhishan had told Lord Ram 
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about it. On getting this vital piece of intelligence, a small detachment of monkey 
troops was sent in Lanka. They destroyed Ravana’s fire sacrifice, paving the ground 
for his final defeat. {Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Doha no. 85 along with 
Chaupai line nos. 1-8 that precede it.} 

Even the death of Ravana was due to Vibhishan as he was the one who had 
divulged the secret of Ravana’s life to Lord Ram, after which the Lord shot an arrow 
that culminated in Ravana’s death. Prior to that, all efforts to kill Ravana had failed. 
{Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Doha no. 101-b—to Chaupai line no. 6 
that precedes Doha no. 103.} 

Vibhishan has always been regarded with contempt for his betrayal of his own 
race and family. His name has become a synonym for betrayal, treason, disloyalty and 
selfishness, for he had been instrumental in the destruction of his own race just to take 
revenge for his chiding by his elder brother Ravana who had been so kind and 
understanding towards him that he had let Vibhishan pursue his religious path of 
worship and devotion inspite of living right in the center of Lanka and in the middle 
of the demon race that was totally opposed to such practices. Ravana had even 
overlooked that Vibhishan has marked the name of Lord Hari on his front gate, and 
used to chant Lord Ram’s name the first thing in the morning—apropos: Ram Charit 
Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 5—to Chaupai line 
no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 6. 

But when Vibhishan realised that the future was not in the favour of his 
brother Ravana, he had no regrets in abandoning him and joining the camp of the arch 
enemy of his brother—i.e. Lord Ram. It is not denying the fact that Vibhishan secretly 
wished to save his own skin and was eying the future crown of Lanka when he joined 
Lord Ram—for he knew that if he stayed back in Lanka he would be forced to fight 
along with the rest of the demons, and sure enough he would be killed like the rest of 
them. So he was waiting for an opportunity, and as soon as he got one he escaped. 
{Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Doha no. 41.}] 


Ba Ain FAT Smp | GIS VY Were Wer Stl ennt uu n 
Tera Set ASAT | GTS WAY ST AT AAT t 8 i 


chatra meghadambara sira dhari. so'i janu jalada ghata ati kari. 5. 
mandodari $ravana tatanka. so'i prabhu janu damini damanka. 6. 


He (Ravana) has a large ceremonial umbrella spread over his head as a symbol of 
royalty, and this umbrella gives the impression of a huge bank of dark clouds when 
viewed at a distance from here. (5) 


Mandodari has dazzling earrings dangling from her ears, and oh Lord, the brilliant 
flash of light that radiate from them as she moves her head appear to be like streaks of 
lightening in the clouds when they are viewed against the dark background of the 
ceremonial umbrella. [This is because both Ravana and Mandodari are attending the 
festivities, sitting close to each other, and the ceremonial umbrella is spread over their 
heads.] (6) 


Sas Ae FST STAT DH Ce AT WE TOT 9 |I 
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WY FH Saat SAT | aT USS AM AAMT Ul 2 A 


bajahim tala mrdanga anupa. so'i rava madhura sunahu surabhüpa. 7. 
prabhu musukana samujhi abhimana. capa carha'i bana sandhana. 8. 


And the soft sound that appears to be the rumbling of distant clouds from here is 
actually the sound of clashing cymbals and the playing of the tabors, the musical 
instruments that are being used there.’ (7) 


When Lord Ram heard this, he smiled’ because, overtly, the Lord interpreted the sight 
as indicating that Ravana was very haughty and arrogant, and was effectively 
mocking at the Lord by indulging in open festivities to show that he has no fear of 
either Lord Ram or his army, and he cares not a wee bit about the danger posed by 
them. [But what was the other, the more subtle reason for Lord Ram’s smile? See note 
no. | below] 

So, to literally teach Ravana a lesson, the Lord stringed his bow and mounted 
an arrow on it^. (8) 


[Note— Why did Lord Ram ‘smile’? One reason is given in the verse itself: The Lord 
smiled in a sarcastic and contemptuous way at Ravana because the latter was so 
haughty and proud that he took the news of the Lord's arrival too lightly, and he 
wasn't at all worried about the bloody war that loomed on the horizon of Lanka. This 
is not the proper attitude and a wise way for any king to behave in the face of an 
enemy. So the Lord wished to send Ravana a clear message about the fate that stares 
at his face by shooting an arrow that would dismantle the ceremonial umbrella of 
authority over his head, as well as fell his ten crowns along with the earrings of his 
wife Mandodari. 

But there was another reason for Lord Ram's smile, and it is this: By 
specifically asking Vibhishan the reason for the appearance of dark clouds etc. in the 
southern direction where Lanka was located, Lord Ram wanted to ascertain what was 
in his mind. The Lord wished to check Vibhishan's fidelity; he wanted to know 
whether Vibhishan was willing to divulge the secrets of Lanka, whether or not he 
would help Lord Ram and his army at crucial moments of the impending war. The 
Lord expressed his satisfaction at Vibhishan's reply by ‘smiling’ because the latter's 
answer proved that he was truly against Ravana and loyal to Lord Ram. 

It was Vibhishan's first test of loyalty and integrity, and the Lord smiled 
because he had passed this test; now Vibhishan could be relied upon. If Vibhishan 
was not truly committed to serving the Lord he could have said so many other things 
to deflect Lord Ram's attention from the real cause of the sound and sight heard and 
seen in the southern direction. To wit, if Vibhishan had secretly wished that his 
brother Ravana was not put in harm's way he could have given a hundred other 
reasons to Lord Ram for the sight that was seen instead of pinpointing what caused it, 
and thereby putting his brother in the Lord's radar. 


^A similar sight is narrated in Adhyatma Ramayan, Lanka/Yuddha Kand, Canto 5, 
verse nos. 42-44.] 
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Wa h Cad Ae UA re sr 83 (R) 

STH aigh alt wa ar WÉSRTS ang PTT I 

Wat RIT ach Aa Cha Her Taw ll 23 (38 ) UI 
doha. 


chatra mukuta tatanka taba hate ekahim bana. 

saba kem dékhata mahi pare maramu na ko'u jana. 13 (a). 
asa kautuka kari rama sara prabise'u a'i nisanga. 

ravana sabha sasanka saba dekhi maha rasabhanga. 13 (b). 


The Lord took aim and shot this arrow. The arrow struck and fell to the ground the 
ceremonial umbrella and the crowns over the head of Ravana, as well as the earrings 
of Mandodari, one after another in quick succession, giving the impression that they 
fell simultaneously. It was done so suddenly, unexpectedly and in such a magical way 
that no one present could understand what had actually happened and for what 
reason’. (Doha no. 13-a) 


After accomplishing this unimaginable miraculous deed, the arrow returned to enter 
the quiver of Lord Ram’. 

Meanwhile, in Ravana’s assembly there was total chaos. Everyone was 
shocked and taken aback at the sudden occurrence of this bad omen; they became sore 
affright and alarmed when the festivities were disrupted so abruptly. (Doha no. 13-b) 


[Note—'Lord Ram had two aims in mind—one of course is obvious: it was to warn 
Ravana that he is underestimating his enemy, that his enemy, Lord Ram, possesses 
certain skills of warfare that even Ravana isn’t aware of, and that let him be warned 
that a bitter and scary fight stared him in the face and therefore it is not good for him 
to be careless now lest he would blame the Lord later on that he wasn’t warned. 

The second aim is subtle: Lord Ram wanted to warn Vibhishan not to play 
fools with him. The way the arrow was shot almost casually from a great distance, the 
way it hit and fell its target at one go, and, more importantly, the way it returned to 
Lord Ram’s quiver, must have left Vibhishan gaping in utter amazement, with an 
open mouth and eyes transfixed in sheer astonishment at the miraculous spectacle. 

If Vibhishan may have had any doubts about Lord Ram’s abilities and 
supernatural powers, because of the Lord acting and behaving almost like any other 
human being, then all such doubts evaporated in a fleeting moment. Vibhishan would 
now fear Lord Ram, and in case he had some secret thought of betraying the Lord and 
taking the side of his own brother if the tide of war went in the favour of Ravana, then 
now onwards he would be so scared for his own life that he would perish this thought. 
This scenario was quite possible because if Vibhishan could betray his own family 
and blood-relations with whom he had spent his entire life to join their enemy, and 
then help this enemy to vanquish his own kith and kin and conquer his own city, then 
it is not impossible to think that he wouldn’t have changed sides again if this suited 
his selfish interests. But now he was so scared out of his wits that he wouldn’t dare to 
do it! 


?The way the arrow was shot, the way it struck and fell its targets that were not in a 
straight line, and then successfully came back to enter the quiver of Lord Ram shows 
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that the science and technology used in weapons and their use were highly evolved 
during that period. 

Lord Ram had shown this special skill once before too—it was when Sugriv 
had wished to test the Lord’s abilities and prowess by asking him to fell seven tall 
palm trees with a single arrow, which the Lord did effortlessly. {Apropos: Ram Charit 
Manas, Kishkindha Kand, Chaupai line no. 12 that precedes Doha no. 7.}] 


"dio. HUA MA Hed ÍSRTST [ste UE HS AMA qum i 9 II 
Grate we Frat Sea ASIN | STATA TS TAHT ANT 3 I 


caupat. 


kampa na bhümi na maruta bisesa. astra sastra kachu nayana na dekha. 1. 
socahim saba nija hrdaya majhari. asaguna bhaya'u bhayankara bhar. 2. 


The earth hadn't shook (i.e. there was no earthquake), nor was there a strong wind or 
storm, and neither did anyone see any kind of weapon or missile. (1) 


Everyone present was extremely alarmed, thinking inside their hearts that some very 
bad omen has occurred. (2) 


[Note—'The reason is that everyone was engaged in watching the performance of the 
many dances and listening to the different kinds of music. The arrow shot by Lord 
Ram came and left in a jiffy; it was done so suddenly and unexpectedly that only 
when the crowns and the ceremonial umbrella on Ravana's head as well as 
Mandodari's earrings fell to the ground with a loud thud that anyone could notice that 
something had happened. But by that time the arrow was gone.] 


(c) Sub-section 13.1.3: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 
1 that precedes Doha no. 17—to Doha no. 35-a:- 


"do. sei Wr art was | Ger Wa Ga Ufa sem! 9 N 
HOE AT Chl HRA Sas | Aad che Ue fas ASN S I 
JI aaa Geant St areal afer aot qur et A TT 3 Ul 
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caupa’. 

iham prata jagé raghura’l. pücha mata saba saciva bola’. 1. 

kahahu bégi ka kari'a upa't. jamavanta kaha pada siru na^. 2. 


sunu sarbagya sakala ura basi. budhi bala teja dharma guna rasi. 3. 
mantra kaha'um nija mati anusara. düta patha'i'a balikumara. 4. 


Here meanwhile (i.e. on Mt. Subel), Lord Ram (raghura'l) woke up the next morning 
and called all his ministers to discuss and finalise the next course of action. (1) 
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He said to them, ‘Tell me quickly what is to be done now.’ At this, Jamvant (the aged 
chief of the bears and one of the wisest amongst the Lord’s advisors) bowed his head 
before the Lord and replied, --- (2) 


‘Listen my Lord! You are all-knowing (sarbagya), and you know all about the 
thoughts of every living being as you reside in their heart (in the form of their Atma 
or soul, which is pure consciousness and their true self—‘sakala ura basi"). [To wit, 
you are omniscient and omnipresent. | 

Indeed, you are an embodiment of intelligence, strength, dynamism, and the 
virtues of righteousness, propriety and probity. (3) 


I am advising you what I feel is the best course of action at present according to my 
thinking. We must send the son of Baali (i.e. Angad, the prince of the monkeys) as 
your emissary (to Ravana)." (4) 


[Note—'Jamvant was very wise. To justify his advice that the Lord would do the right 
thing by first sending an emissary to Ravana to explore all avenues the make peace 
and avoid a destructive, and to stress that what he proposes is a genuine advice 
coming from his heart, he highlights the virtues of Lord Ram as said in verse no. 3. 

To wit, since the Lord knows what is in the heart of a living being and all 
about his inner thoughts he would naturally know that the advice that Jamvant is 
giving is sincere and genuine as it is coming from his heart. 

Secondly, since the Lord is an upholder of the laws of Dharma, he would 
agree that every chance must be given to one’s enemy to make peace. It would be the 
right and the correct thing to do therefore to send a messenger to Ravana and exhaust 
this option first before launching any assault on Lanka. 

An important question arises here: Why did Jamvant select Angad to be sent 
as an emissary? He wanted to ascertain whether or not Angad would remain faithful 
and loyal during the course of the war. Angad’s father Baali was Ravana’s friend, and 
he was killed by Sugriv, Angad’s uncle, because the two brothers (elder brother Baali 
and his younger sibling Sugriv) were bitter enemies due to some misunderstanding of 
the past. Now by sending Angad directly to Ravana as an emissary an opportunity 
was given to him to defect and take revenge upon his uncle Sugriv by joining 
Ravana’s camp, just like Vibhishan, Ravana’s brother, had defected to Lord Ram’s 
camp. 

If this thought was secretly present in somewhere in the mind and heart of 
Angad, and he was waiting for an opportunity to settle old accounts with Sugriv for 
being instrumental in the death of his father Baali, then he was sure to grab this 
golden chance and desert Lord Ram’s camp now. It would be much better if Angad’s 
intentions are out in the open now as compared to some nasty back-stabbing, treason 
and betrayal by him later on during the heat of battle, for that would be disastrous. 

Jamvant hinted to Lord Ram about this when he said that the Lord knows the 
inner thoughts of all living beings—which was a veiled hint to the Lord to check what 
was inside the heart of Angad by sending him directly to visit Ravana. If Angad 
wished to escape Sugriv’s camp then asking him to go to Ravana as an emissary 
would be like offering him something that he may have secretly wished in his heart. If 
Angad wished to escape Sugriv then there would be no better chance for him later on; 
and on the contrary if he wished to serve Lord Ram inspite of his bitter feelings for 
his uncle then he would come back, and this would make him favourite of the Lord 
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just like Hanuman was. In this case, Sugriv would never dare to harm Angad because 
he would be protected by the Lord. This scenario is not imaginary, for Angad has 
acknowledged it that he is alive because of Lord Ram’s mercy and grace and 
protection, otherwise his uncle would have already done something to get rid of him 
by now—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, Chaupai line no. 5 that 
precedes Doha no. 26. 

There is another reason also. Jamvant was a fatherly figure for Angad who 
was orphaned by his father Baali’s death. Previously Hanuman had gained Lord 
Ram’s favour by going to Lanka and trouncing Ravana by burning Lanka. Perhaps 
this event had caused a bit of depression in the mind of Angad, that now everyone 
would treat Hanuman with more respect and awe not only because he had gained Lord 
Ram’s favour but also because he had proved his might and mettle by achieving 
success in such a daunting task as crossing the ocean, entering the fort of the demons 
fearlessly alone, then fighting and wining the fracas that followed, and finally burning 
the well-protected city of Lanka, a deed unmatched in history. 

So Jamvant gave Angad an opportunity to prove himself, to show everyone 
that he is in no way inferior to Hanuman—by going to Lanka alone, by killing one of 
Ravana’s sons (apropos: Chaupi line nos. 3-5 that precede Doha no. 18 herein below), 
by confronting Ravana in full court and humiliating him like Hanuman had done 
earlier, and then return triumphantly unharmed after having successfully 
accomplishing the mission. 

And as the events unfolded, Angad did prove his integrity, abilities and skills. ] 


Als Aa a ch A AMT 1 SATs WD he PAAT I & UI 
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nika mantra saba ke mana mana. angada sana kaha krpanidhana. 5. 
balitanaya budhi bala guna dhama. lanka jahu tata mama kama. 6. 

bahuta bujha'i tumhahi ka kaha'üm. parama catura mair janata aha'üm. 7. 
kāju hamara tasu hita ho't. ripu sana karehu batakahi so’. 8. 


When everyone endorsed Jamvan't suggestion as being a good advice, Lord Ram, 


who is a treasury of mercy, kindness, grace and compassion (krpanidhana)', called 
Angad and said, --- (5) 


*Oh the son of Baali (balitanaya)! You are an embodiment of intelligence, wisdom, 
strength and virtues (budhi bala guna dhama). My dear (tata), go to Lanka to do a 
job for me; to there on a mission on behalf of me’. (6) 


What much can I tell you, and there is no need for me to explain things much to you 
because I know that you are extremely wise, intelligent and clever (parama catura) 
in all matters so as to be able to tackle things on your own. (7) 


My brief in simple words is this: Talk with him (Ravana) keeping in mind that my (or 
*our'—-hamara") objective is accomplished (which is to get Sita freed from his 
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captivity), and at the same time my (or ‘our’) actions could be such that would be for 
his own good and welfare.^ (8) 


[Note—'Lord Ram has been described here as being a treasury of mercy, kindness, 
grace and compassion—i.e. as being “krpanidhana”. This epithet is apt for the Lord 
as is clear in verse no. 8 where Lord Ram advises Angad to ensure that the Lord’s 
actions are for the good and welfare for his enemy. It is really a great quality and a 
sign of a noble heart for someone to think nice of his arch enemy, especially one who 
has kidnapped the person’s wife as Ravana had done with Lord Ram. 

Ordinarily, if there was someone else in place of Lord Ram he would have 
asked his messenger to make it sure that his own interests are protected instead of 
worrying about the welfare of his enemy. 


This is a remarkable verse. Earlier Lord Ram had called Hanuman and chosen him, 
instead of Angad, to go on a mission to find Sita, and when Hanuman came back with 
the good news the Lord had lavished praises on him. (Refer: Ram Charit Manas, (1) 
Kishkindha Kand, Chaupai line nos. 9-12 that precede Doha no. 23; and (ii) Sundar 
Kand, Chaupai line nos. 5-7 that precedes Doha no. 32.} 

Angad felt very sad and depressed that the Lord had neglected him and 
thought him to be incompetent. Angad was emotionally hurt and thought that he was 
being sidelined by the Lord though he was the crown prince of the kingdom of 
Kishkindha. The reason is that his father Baali had personally entrusted the future of 
Angad to Lord Ram at the time of his death, and when Sugriv was appointed the next 
king of Kishkindha, Angad was anointed as the crown prince. {Apropos: Ram Charit 
Manas, Kishkindha Kand, (1) Chanda line nos. 7-8 that precede Doha no. 10; and (i1) 
Doha no. 11.} 

Lord Ram, as has been already observed about him in verse no. 5 above, was a 
"treasury of mercy, compassion, grace and kindness", and so he too felt sad when he 
saw that Angad was feeling dejected and forlorn. The Lord wanted to restore Angad's 
pride-of-place in the hierarchy of the monkey race, and he wished to assuage Angad's 
hurt feelings. So the kind Lord chose Angad over all others for this mission which 
was as much fraught with danger as the earlier mission of Hanuman. 

But why did Lord Ram choose Hanuman and not Angad on the previous 
occasion when the search party was sent out to find Sita? The answer is clear: because 
the “all-knowing Lord" (refer: verse no. 3 herein above) knew that the qualities and 
skills needed for the successful completion of the mission was possessed by Hanuman 
alone. The first such requirement was to cross the ocean twice—once to go to Lanka, 
and then to come back from there. Angad lacked this ability; he himself has 
acknowledged it. {Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 
that precedes Doha no. 30.} 

Now that main hurdle—of crossing the ocean—was not there. So it was time 
to give Angad his due share of fame and glory. Angad's choice as Lord Ram's 
messenger and his resounding success in the mission would remove any doubts that 
may be present in the mind of others, including Hanuman, about his closeness with 
the Lord as well as his abilities. Lord Ram removed all doubts in this regard by 
addressing Angad with the affectionate word *tata"— meaning ‘my dear’. 


*Lord Ram told Angad, “Try to find out a way, if it is at all possible, to ensure Sita's 
freedom peacefully so that a disastrous war can be avoided. I am not itching for a war 
at any cost to avenge Sita's abduction; I am not a blood-thirsty conqueror. I do not 
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have any greed for the crown of Lanka, and nor do I wish to put anyone to discomfort 
for me. I do not even expect Ravana to come to surrender; if he agrees to send Sita 
back then I shall return peacefully. I have no intention that anyone suffers due to me; I 
have no desire to unleash destruction and mayhem on the demon kingdom. Ravana 
can continue to rule his kingdom without any fear from me if he returns my wife 
honourably. Surely this is a noble proposition that no one can find fault with. Should 
Ravana agree, there will be peace and harmony; no one would blame me for causing 
unnecessary blood-shed and havoc on a prosperous country. 

Nevertheless, this gesture of peace ought naught to be taken as weakness on 
my part personally, or of our army in general. So be careful in your talk with Ravana 
that no wrong interpretation is made by him. Warn him once again about the wrong 
path he is treading, and that such path would lead to his own ruin. 

I leave the details of the talk, and the way it should be steered to a definite 
conclusion, upon you, for I know you are competent to handle it in an expert 
manner.” 


"Wo. wy svar aft dra ae aie site SSS | 
AF TA ARN Za WA HUT AT UT HE $9 (9) Ul 
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soratha. 


prabhu agya dhari sisa carana bandi angada uthe'u. 
sō'i guna sagara īsa rama krpa ja para karahu. 17 (a). 
svayam sid'dha saba kaja natha mohi adaru diya'u. 

asa bicari jubaraja tana pulakita harasita hiya'u. 17 (b). 


Angad cheerfully accepted the Lord Ram's command. Bowing reverentially at the 
Lord's feet, he rose to fulfil the task assigned to him. 

Angad said, ‘Oh Lord Ram (Isa rama)! He upon whom you show your grace 
and favour is surely an ocean of virtues and qualities. It's indeed a rare privilege for 
one to gain the Lord's confidence." (Sortha no. 17-a) 


Angad was extremely happy. He thought that Lord Ram, who can do everything 
himself as he possesses immense mystical powers (because he is the Supreme Lord of 
the world), has graciously chosen him (Angad) for his job, which is indeed a rare 
privilege and honour that the Lord had been kind enough to bless him with. 

This thought made the prince (^jubaraja"; Angad) thrilled in his body and 
exhilarated in his heart. (Sortha no. 17-b) 


[Note—'To wit, a person who is selected by the Lord for something is indeed very 
lucky and privileged because not only he gets an opportunity to serve the Lord but 
also because the Lord has seen some good quality in him to have chosen him for what 
the Lord wishes to get done. Indeed, this is a rare honour for the chosen person. 
Surely Lord Ram would not pick an incompetent person for a job, so therefore if the 
Lord chooses someone for a particular mission then that person is truly lucky; it also 
proves to the world that that person has certain qualities that others lack. 
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A person who is selected by a king becomes an envy of others; everyone 
would henceforth show great respect to this person because the king favours him—it 
is as simple as that. 

Such thoughts cheered Angad and lifted his spirits. ] 


"dio. ae art at at wads | she aes Gale fare WIS Ul 9 I 
WY WaT ST MS STAT DU THAT TST SAT Ut 3 N 
caupat. 


bandi carana ura dhari prabhuta'i. angada cale'u sabahi siru na’. 1. 
prabhu pratapa ura sahaja asanka. rana bamkura balisuta banka. 2. 


Angad paid his obeisance at the feet of Lord Ram to seek his blessings, enshrined the 
Lord's glory and might in his heart (to give him internal strength, courage and 
confidence), and then he departed on his assignment after bowing his head before all 
the rest who were present there (to courteously seeking their blessings too). (1) 


Verily indeed, in all sooth and without gainsay, the son of Baali (i.e. Angad)' was 
truly brave, courageous and valiant by nature, one who could not be matched in the 
battle-field, and now with Lord Ram’s glory and blessings as an additional boon for 
him, he had become absolutely fearless, bold, invincible and formidable by all 
counts’, (2) 


[Note—'Addressing Angad as “the son of Baali” is significant here. It is to remind 
everyone about the incident when his father Baali had once humiliated Ravana 
extremely by grabbing him and tucking him under his armpit because Ravana had 
gone to disturb Baali’s meditation. Ravana remained squeezed there for many days as 
Baali had gone to many pilgrim places as part of his religious practice. When Baali 
returned home and raised his arm to greet his wife and son (Angad), Ravana fell down 
on the ground, hungry, cramped in muscles, and sore affright. Baali kept him tied as a 
plaything for Angad, but later on released him with a condition that Ravana would 
never disturb him any more in future. Angad remembered this incident and scornfully 
reminds Ravana of it too—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Doha no. 24. 

The details of this incident would be narrated a little later when we read the 
above Doha. 


*Ravana’s wife Mandodari knew that both Angad and Hanuman possess these 
excellent qualities, and she had minced no words in telling her husband about it while 
sternly admonishing him for his unrelenting stubbornness and impractical approach in 
dealing with Lord Ram, for he had turned a blind eye and a deaf ear to all evidences 
that clearly indicate total rout and destruction of the demon race if Ravana remains 
adamant to wage a war with Lord Ram inspite of all attempts to dissuade him from 
doing so—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes 
Doha no. 37.] 
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pura paithata ravana kara beta. khelata raha so ho'i gai bheta. 3. 
batahim bata karasa badhi a'r. jugala atula bala puni taruna'. 4. — 
tehim angada kahum lata utha't. gahi pada patake'u bhümi bhavami. 5. 


When Angad entered the city of Lanka he met Ravana's son who was playing around 
the place. (3) 


First they talked casually, but soon the conversation turned into an acrimonious verbal 
spat because both were extremely brave and bold and had never known to be subdued 
or browbeaten by their opponent. The situation was aggravated further because both 
were princes of young age, and so they were habituated to lose their temper quickly 
when someone opposed them. (4) 


He (Ravana's son) raised one of his legs at Angad (as a rude gesture to insult him by 
way of symbolic kicking)'. Angad grabbed that leg and swung him around viciously 
before dashing him on the ground, killing Ravana's son instantly?. (5) 


[Note— Ravana' son had picked up this bad habit, of raising his leg to kick anyone 
who displeased him, from his father. Ravana was used to kicking others at the least 
provocation; anyone who annoyed him got kicked. He had kicked his brother 
Vibhishan, and then his own messenger Suka. (Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar 
Kand, (i) Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 41 (Vibhishan); and (ii) Chaupai 
line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 57 (Suka).} 


"This was the death of Ravana's second son. The first son, Akshaya Kumar, was 
killed by Hanuman prior to the burning of Lanka when the former was sent by Ravana 
to capture him—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line nos. 7-8 that 
precede Doha no. 18.] 


Riian Fret tha ve ont ie ae uer Wenfé Geet G u 
Uh Wen Ot Wy Heel | aft are ae WT chit We I Ul 


nisicara nikara dekhi bhata bhari. jahami taham cale na sakahim pukari. 6. 
eka eka sana maramu na kahahim. samujhi tasu badha cupa kari rahahim. 7. 


All the demon guards who had accompanied the prince (i.e. Ravana's son) were 
stupefied with terror and dazed into inaction when they saw the great warrior (Angad) 
and what he did to their prince (who they were supposed to protect). 

As soon as Ravana's son died, the demon guards ran helter-skelter, 
scampering away hastily from the scene without uttering a word’. (6) 


None of them dared to utter a single word to anyone about the developments; they 
chose to keep absolutely mum about the killing of the prince. (7) 
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[Note—'The guards were terrified with fear, apprehending severe punishment. They 
were so petrified that they escaped from the site quietly, without uttering a word, so 
that no one would know they were present when Angad killed Ravana’s son. They did 
not want to be produced as a witness of this killing. Surely they would be severely 
tortured and roasted alive. ] 


Vas Hie TN AA | stat Hla eienr WS ANT US N 
ara ell met oR arant | afta asta wa ale farm i g M 


faq qe wy af fears wife aeia virg rg TUTE Ul 2o t 


bhaya'u kolahala nagara majhari. ava kapi lanka jehim jari. 8. 
aba dhaum kaha karihi karatara. ati sabhita saba karahim bicara. 9. 
binu püchem magu dehim dikha't. jehi biloka so'i ja'i sukha'l. 10. 


There was uproar in the city that the monkey who had burnt Lanka earlier has arrived 
once again’. (8) 


The citizens got into a huddle everywhere, wondering in fear what would happen next 
and about what the Creator's intention was. (9) 


Meanwhile, Angad fearlessly moved into the city. Everyone stepped aside to give him 
passage. Anyone whom Angad glanced even casually became petrified with terror 
(fearing for his life)". (10) 


[Note—'Both Angad and Hanuman looked alike as they were of the same age. So 
when the news spread that one fierce monkey warrior has entered the city and has 
killed Ravana's son, the citizens thought he was Hanuman. 


^Angad's passage through the city streets was like that of a conqueror. As soon as the 
demons saw him approach, they became silent and stood aside to give him right of 
way. No one dared either to oppose him, or question who he was and why he had 
come. A deathly silence fell upon Lanka as Angad wend his way to Ravana's palace.] 


S0. TRIS HT AA Ta APT ATH Ug dist | 

Rig safa za sa fara eic sii ToT dst ll 92 Ul 
doha. 
gaya'u sabha darabara taba sumiri rama pada karija. 
sinha thavani ita uta citava dhira bira bala purija. 18. 


Remembering the lotus-like holy feet of Lord Ram (to assure himself that he has the 
blessing and protection of the Lord), Angad went to the palace and stood before the 
gates of its royal court. 
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He, who was an embodiment of bravery, courage, strength and valour, glanced 
around the place like a bold lion would survey its surroundings fearlessly. (Doha no. 
18) 


"dio. dtd Pare Um Were DTHTSIRO Werte SATE N 9 UI 
ard faefa ster auditur | sig ARA Het Ht enar I 2 I 
SITE Us Ga aE ame PenfepsmiE See: SIT I 3 UI 


caupat. 


turata nisacara eka pathava. samacara ravanahi janava. 1. 
sunata bihamsi bola dasasisa. anahu boli kaham kara kisa. 2. 
ayasu pa'i duta bahu dha'e. kapikunjarahi boli lai a'e. 3. 


He (Angad) immediately sent a demon guard to inform Ravana of the news of his 
arrival, and about his intention to meet the latter. (1) 


Ravana, the ten-headed one, smiled when he heard the news!, and ordered the guard: 
‘Go and bring the monkey here. Let me see who he is and from where he has come.’ 


Q) 


As soon as the instruction was given, many messengers (demon guards) rushed out to 
bring the monkey chief (1.e. Angad) to the court. (3) 


[Note—'There are two reasons why Ravana “smiled”. One is to give the impression 
that he is not at all worried or afraid of the visitor, even if he is some brave warrior 
sent by his arch enemy Lord Ram. This was done to instill confidence in his army and 
its commanders. 

The second reason is that he thought now was his chance to settle scores with 
the intruder who had destroyed his city of Lanka earlier by burning it. 


^Only one demon guard was sent by Angad to inform Ravana of his arrival. But when 
Ravana ordered Angad to be brought in, many guards went out to fetch him. Why? 
Because the news of a “monkey arriving to meet Ravana” aroused immense anxiety 
and curiosity in the rank and file of royal guards present in the royal court of Ravana 
so that many of them rushed out to see who this monkey was. After their bitter 
experience with Hanuman on an earlier occasion they thought it fit to go in a group, 
rather than alone, to bring the new monkey visitor to the court; they feared that if only 
one guard went to bring the monkey in then there were fair chances that this poor 
fellow would be killed by that monkey, on some pretext or the other, while 
accompanying him to the court. ] 


site che carn ae ated WA Hsieh A Ux U 
spar fsreu ferc aT AAT | eae aT AT AAT UN & Ul 
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angada dikha dasanana baisém. sahita prana kajjalagiri jaisern. 4. 
bhuja bitapa sira srhga samana. romavali lata janu nana. 5. 
mukha nasika nayana aru kana. giri kandara khoha anumana. 6. 


[These verses describe the image of Ravana that Angad had first glimpse of.] 


The first impression that Angad got of the ten-headed Ravana was that of a huge dark 
mountain made of black soot sitting in a personified form. (4) 


His arms were like gigantic trees, and his heads were like the top of these trees’. The 
hairs on his body were like so many creepers hanging from these trees. (5) 


His mouths, noses, eyes and ears appeared to resemble large dark caves and deep 
crevices on a huge mountain. (6) 


[Note— We must remember that Ravana is said to have had ten heads and twenty 
arms. This is why the plural term “trees” has been used here.] 


TAS BUT AT en DOCET | fears AAA sepu Ul 9 N 
So Bua wf HE SET aa ST SIT ater FATT Un c uu 


gaya'u sabham mana néku na mura. balitanaya atibala bamkura. 7. 
uthe sabhasada kapi kahum dekhi. ravana ura bha krodha bisesi. 8. 


The extremely bold and brave son of Baali (1.e. Angad) went to the court fearlessly. 
He was not the slightest bit afraid or hesitant on beholding the majesty and pomp of 
Ravana's court. (7) 


When Angad strode in with a majestic gait fearlessly, all the courtiers present in the 
court stood up'. This sight severely annoyed and angered Ravana’. (8) 


[Note— Why did the courtiers stand up when Angad stepped inside the royal court? 
First it was a sign that they were civilised enough to show due respect to a guest. 
Angad had come directly as a guest, as a messenger, unlike Hanuman who was caught 
as an intruder wrecking the royal garden of Ravana (apropos: Ram Charit Manas, 
Sundar Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-6 that precede Doha no. 18). 

Secondly, everyone was eager and anxious to have a glimpse of this new 
monkey, and to make a fair guess as to his identity. So to get a better view of Angad 
they all stood up at once and craned their necks to see him as he entered the royal 
court. 

Thirdly, after their frightful experience with Hanuman they wished to play 
safe by standing up to greet the new monkey so that he would not find an excuse to 
pounce upon one of the courtiers who is caught sitting, because to keep sitting could 
be interpreted as showing disrespect to the visitor, thereby inviting his wrath which 
everyone wished to avoid at all costs. 

Fourthly, the courtiers were amazed at the confidence and fearlessness with 
which Angad strode in the court teeming with fierce looking demons. He walked in 
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like a lion faces a herd of wild elephants—see Doha no. 19 below. This sight filled the 
demon courtiers with awe and respect for Angad. 


*Ravana’s annoyance is understandable. He had not asked them to stand up, so they 
virtually defied his authority by standing without permission. Further, he hadn’t 
expected that his courtiers would stand up to show respect to a monkey, especially 
when one such member of his tribe had caused so much devastation to Lanka earlier. 
So it was natural for him to show anger and annoyance. | 


I0. WaT WaT TI Wet TÉ Gary alert IZ | 
Ta Ware fate wt ae Tat fere ATS ee 0 
doha. 


jatha matta gaja jütha mahuny pancanana cali ja'i. 
rama pratapa sumiri mana baitha sabham siru na'i. 19. 


Just like a brave lion enters a herd of wild elephants without any fear, Angad entered 
the demon while remembering the glory and majesty of Lord Ram in his heart and 
mind. Then he bowed his head before the assembly to show courtesy and good 
manners, and sat down. (Doha no. 19) 


[Note—Angad was a prince of the monkey kingdom of Kishkindha, so he was well- 
versed with the etiquettes of royal courts. He observed that all the courtiers had stood 
up when he entered to show due respect to him, and so he wished to reciprocate their 
honourable gesture by bowing before the assembly before taking his seat. 

Where did Angad sit? Well, every royal court has a seat where guests sit, and 
being a prince Angad knew it. He quickly glanced around the place and discerned that 
seat on which royal guests are expected to be seated. It is also quite possible that one 
of the guards who had ushered him in guided him to his seat.] 


"dio. che gaha Hat d dat 1H reto ga ques I 9 Il 
Wa serez die vat fear i aa fea cer stars um 


caupa’. 


kaha dasakantha kavana taim bandara. maim raghubira düta dasakandhara. 
ils 
mama janakahi tohi rahi mitā'ī. tava hita karana aya'um bha'l. 2. 


Ravana (*dasakantha"; literally one with ‘ten necks’, and hence has ten heads) 
asked, ‘Who are you monkey?’ 

Angad replied, ‘Oh Ravana (*dasakandhara"; literally one with ‘ten 
shoulders’, and hence has ten necks and ten heads)! I am a messenger of Lord 
Raghubir (Lord Ram, the brave prince of the race of king Raghu of Ayodhya). (1) 


My father had friendship with you'. So I have come here for the sake of your own 
good and welfare’. (2) 
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[Note—'The story of how Angad’s father Baali and Ravana became friends have been 
narrated in (i) Valmiki Ramayan, Uttar Kand, Sarga 34; (11) Veda Vyas’ Adhyatma 
Ramayan, Uttar Kand, Canto 2, verse nos. 58-59; and in (iii) Anand Ramayan, 
Sarkand, Canto 13, verse nos. 96-101. 

The story in brief is this: Once, the monkey king of Kishkindha, Vaali (also 
pronounced as *Baali"), had put Ravana under his armpit for many days while the 
latter had gone to challenge the former when he was doing some worship. Peeved by 
Ravana’s arrogance and impertinence, Baali had tucked him under his arms to stop 
him from annoying him any further. When his worship was finished and he had 
returned back to his capital at Kishkindha, he realised that Ravana was still squeezed 
under his armpit. So he released the latter and made a pact of friendship with him. 

This pact of friendship suited both the kings of Kishkindha and Lanka. For 
Baali, the king of Kishkindha, it meant that the demons of Lanka ruled by Ravana 
would not disturb his kingdom any longer, and it also ensured there would be no 
invasion from the south of Kishkindha. For Ravana, the king of Lanka, it was to 
ensure security for Lanka from the northern direction. Now there was no fear of any 
invasion from one of the powerful kingdoms that ruled in the north of the mainland, 
because Kishkindha, the kingdom of monkeys ruled by Baali, would act as a buffer 
between Lanka and the invading army from the north. Since the nearest landmass to 
the island kingdom of Lanka from which there was any fear of invasion was the 
mainland in its northern direction where Kishkindha was situated, a distance of 
merely 800 miles of ocean which could be crossed by a determined army, this pact of 
friendship between Baali and Ravana virtually made Lanka impregnable. On all the 
other sides of Lanka the ocean stretched literally interminably, for hundreds and 
thousands of miles. With the nearest kingdom becoming friendly, added with the 
additional protection provided by the ocean that circled the island of Lanka like a 
huge natural moat, the fort of the demon kingdom became safe and invincible. 

This is the obvious reason why Ravana had become so confident that no 
power on earth could harm him. 


?This was also Lord Ram's instruction—that they must act in a way which is good for 
Ravana. (Aapropos—Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 8 that 
precedes Doha no. 17.} 


SH et yaa eni ae fea fata sig ag sid 3 u 
RN UAE eng WS HIM (Stag ARTA HA UST UU X Ul 


uttama kula pulasti kara nati. siva birarici püjehu bahu bharriti. 3. 
bara payahu kinhéhu saba kaja. jitehu lokapala saba raja. 4. 


You are born in an illustrious family of sage Pulastya'; you had worshipped and 
subsequently pleased Lord Shiva and the creator Brahma in a variety of ways?. (3) 


After obtaining boons from these exalted Gods, you had accomplished all that you 
had wished to do. Verily indeed, you had conquered even the greatest of gods and all 
the mighty kings of the world’. (4) 
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[Note—'Ravan’s birth in the family of sage Pulastya has been narrated in: (i) 
Adhyatma Ramayan by sage Veda Vyas, Uttarkand, Cantos 1, verse nos. 25-57; (ii) 
Valmiki’s Ramayan, Uttar Kand, Sarga (Canto) no. 9; (iii) Anand Ramayan, Sarkand, 
Sarga (Canto) 13, verse nos. 8-24. 


*Ravana’s worshipping of Lord Shiva and Brahma is narrated in: (i) Adhyatma 
Ramayan by sage Veda Vyas, Uttarkand, Cantos 2, verse nos. 10-15; (ii) Valmiki's 
Ramayan, Uttar Kand, Sarga (Canto) no. 10, verse nos. 10-25% ; (iii) Anand 
Ramayan, Sarkand, Sarga (Canto) 13, verse nos. 26-39; 47-53; and (iv) Ram Charit 
Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-5 that precede Doha no. 177. 


Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 
178—to Doha no. 182.] 


Qu s rara rg sm fear lett anre var aT t & t 

a WD Hel AE TS ANT | a starrer OARS wey ANT Us N 
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nrpa abhimana moha basa kimba. hari anihu sita jagadamba. 5. 

aba subha kaha sunahu tumha mora. saba aparadha chamihi prabhu tora. 6. 
dasana gahahu trna kantha kuthari. parijana sahita sanga nija nari. 7. 
sadara janakasuta kari agern. ehi bidhi calahu sakala bhaya tyāgēm. 8. 


Unfortunately, whether out of arrogance that you acquired by virtue of your ascension 
to the powerful title of being the king of the demon race, or out of your stupidity and 
delusions that made you think that you had the right to do whatever you wished to do 
irrespective of the probity and propriety of your actions—you had abducted Sita, a 
manifestation of the Supreme Goddess, who is the Mother of the World (sita 
jagadamba). (5) 


Nevertheless, things can still be sorted out and settled in your favour if you pay heed 
to me. Now, listen to my good and friendly advice which is for your own good and 
welfare, and if you act accordingly then (be rest assured that) all your offences, all 
your mistakes and evil doings would be forgiven by the Lord (Sri Ram). (6) 


[P1] tell you what to do.] Hold a twig in your mouth between the two rows of teeth, tie 
an axe around your neck so that its sharp blade is just below your throat, then collect 
all your family members, including your wives, and keeping Sita, the daughter of 
Janak, in the front, walk in a procession’, without any kind of fear (to go and 
voluntarily surrender before Lord Ram). (7-8) 


[Note—'What is the significance of “holding a twig or a bunch of grass blades in the 
mouth", and “an axe tied around the neck with its blade below the throat"? It is a 
symbolic way for Ravana of saying to Lord Ram that: (1) “I may be excused and 
forgiven for my offences because I am no better than an animal which grazes in the 
meadows, and therefore I deserve your mercy for my foolishness because like an 
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animal I often times act rashly without thinking of the consequences of my stupid 
acts”; and (ii) “I am at your mercy; if you want you can cut my throat for I have an 
axe placed across it”. 

When Lord Ram, who is reputed to be an ocean of mercy, compassion and 
kindness, sees Ravana approaching him in the aforesaid manner, he is sure to forgive 
the latter and excuse him for all his follies. 


*Collecting all the family members and walking in a peaceful procession with Sita in 
the lead would be a clear signal for Lord Ram that Ravana has come to make peace 
with a sincere mind and honest intentions. 

Keeping Sita in the vanguard is most crucial and a must thing to do because 
she is the reason which had caused so much unnecessary and unexpected bitterness 
between Ravana and Lord Ram in the first place, and she is the reason why the war 
would be fought now. So therefore, if Sita is returned to Lord Ram then that ‘reason’ 
would no longer exist, and so there would be no reason why two great kings would be 
so inimical to each other that they would fight a war till death. Hence, the best thing 
to do is to remove the primary cause of all irritation, which is to return Sita to her 
husband; all other things were secondary in nature. ] 


Ao Wadturet Tyee ate athe stat ufa i 
ama FT yaa WY 37808 HUT dif I Vo N 
doha. 


pranatapala raghubansamani trahi trahi aba mohi. 
arata gira sunata prabhu abhaya karaigo tohi. 20. 


[Angad told Ravana—] As soon as you reach Lord Ram, prostrate yourself before him 
pitifully, pleading earnestly: “Oh the ‘Jewel of the Raghus' (i.e. the most illustrious 
and the best king in the race of king Raghu of Ayodhya; *raghubansamani")! I 
prostrate (and surrender) myself before you. Have mercy upon me; protect me and 
show your grace upon me (trahi trahi aba mohi).” 

When the Lord (Sri Ram) hears your plea for mercy, rest assured that he 
would grant you freedom from all kinds of fears. [To wit, have no doubt that Lord 
Ram will forgive you. Not only will the Lord forgive you, but he will also grant you 
the boon of fearlessness as well as immunity from all punishment for your past 
misdeeds. |’ (Doha no. 20) 


"dio. X enfudra ate HUN pue a BAe rfe AMT N g ul 
he Pat TH SA HT SUP | cafe Td WIPTU rang tt 2 M 

caupat. 

re kapipota bolu sambhari. murha na janehi mohi surari. 1. 

kahu nija nama janaka kara bha’. kēhi natem mani'ai mitā'. 2. 


[Obviously Ravana would not agree to this way of surrendering before his enemy. 
Why only Ravana, no other king, big or small, who is worth his salt and has any self- 
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esteem, would ever wish to surrender in this abject manner as Angad had proposed. 
So, Angad’s advice angered Ravana like putting oil to a smouldering fire. He burst 
out in indignation—] 


‘Oh you dumb-witted son-of-a-monkey (kapipota)! You stupid fellow; be careful in 
what you speak. Don’t you know my fame and about my reputation that I am an 
enemy of the gods’. (1) 


Well, come and tell me the name of your father, and why you think we have some 
kind of friendly relationship having its root in the past’.’ (2) 


[Note—'How idiotic are you? Tell me, is it easy to conquer the powerful gods, and 
even if they are once conquered is it easy to be able to retain control over them for 
long? I have done all that, and here you are giving me a lecture on how to surrender! 
Woe to you, and shame to your father. 


*Refer: Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 20 herein above— 
where Angad has told Ravana that his father and Ravana were friends. This amazed 
Ravana as till now he was not acquainted with the identity of Angad, that the latter 
was the son of Baali, the erstwhile ruler of Kishkindha, with whom Ravana had had a 
peace treaty made in some ancient time. The relevant story is narrated as a brief note 
appended to the above mentioned verse. In fact, Ravana did not even know that Baali 
was dead—this is clear in his observation made in Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes 
Doha no. 21 herein below. ] 


ite aa arf HT AET puri ens Us beri 3 i 
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angada nama bali kara beta. tasorn kabahumi bha'i hi bhéta. 3. 
angada bacana sunata sakucana. raha bali banara maim jana. 4. 


Angad replied, ‘My name is Angad, and I am the son of Baali. Have you ever met him 
(my father, Baali)?’ (3) 


When Ravana heard the words of Angad (i.e. when he heard Angad mention Baali), 
he felt uneasy (and probably shifted uncomfortably in his seat). 

[After a moment of hesitation, he recovered his composure and said 
reluctantly—] ‘Yes, there was a monkey named Baali. I am acquainted with him’. (4) 


[Note— When Ravana heard the name of Baali, he recollected the bad memory of his 
past humiliation at the hands of the monkey king when the latter had kept Ravana 
tucked and squeezed under his armpit for quite a long time. This memory made 
Ravana squirm irritably in his throne, and perhaps he even had some beads of sweat 
making their appearance on his forehead. 

In order to deflect the import and the gravity of this bit of information, and to 
give the impression that he was not bothered by any isolated instance that may have 
happened per chance of misfortune, as ups and downs are part of the game of life and 
should be taken in one's stride without giving them undue importance, he pretended 
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to have only a vague remembrance of some monkey by the name of Baali—to give an 
impression that Baali was like so many other creatures with whom he has had a 
chance to interact in the course of his life and conquests. So there was nothing special 
about Baali, and he was just a faded acquaintance. | 


sia adi Alot HT ATA | SUSIE TS BAT Het ACTH I & Il 
mia Tag ae Ts Wag i Pat ga dTUU qud REAG ll s Il 


angada tahim bali kara balaka. upajehu bansa anala kula ghalaka. 5. 
garbha na gayahu byartha tumha jayahu. nija mukha tapasa duta kahayahu. 
6. 


Are you indeed the son of Baali? Woe to you for bringing shame to your family and 
its name. You were born to ruin your clan just like fire that is lit in a cluster of 
flourishing bamboos to burn it to ashes. (5) 


Why did your mother not abort you while still in her womb, for it would have been 
better had she not given you birth. Shame to you for calling yourself a messenger of 
the hermit (Lord Ram)! 

[To wit, you are like an ugly wart in your exalted family; you have brought 
immense infamy to it.]' (6) 


[Note—'Ravana immediately recovered himself from the shocking news that Angad 
was the son of Baali who had once subjected Ravana to extreme humiliation. 

He decided to use this bit of information—that Angad was Baali’s son—to 
turn the tables on Angad and cornering him by chiding and putting him to shame, 
saying that being a prince of the great kingdom of Kishkindha of which his illustrious 
father Baali was a king, it is an extremely disgraceful, dishonourable and ignominous 
thing to serve someone else by becoming the latter’s messenger, for being a 
messenger is a lowly job and an act that undermines the greatness of his stature and 
that of his family. 

To wit, Ravana was playing on the emotions and sentiments of Angad, and 
trying to make him biased against Lord Ram by reminding him of his late father Baali 
who was killed by his uncle Sugriv in a duel in which Lord Ram took sides with 
Sugriv, and by pointing out to him about his noble birth that does not fit well with the 
role that he chose for himself, i.e. to become a ‘messenger of a humble hermit’. It 
would have been alright for Angad to have come to Ravana with a message from his 
father Baali, the king of Kishkindha, which would be like a prince visiting another 
king with a goodwill message from his father who is a king himself. But for a noble 
prince to serve someone else like a mere servant and become his messenger is totally 
unworthy of him, and it is extremely demeaning and humiliating for the noble family 
and the kingdom to which he belongs. 

Ravana thought that this reminder would kindle indignance in Angad for 
becoming a messenger for Lord Ram as it would arouse his sense of self-respect and 
the pride of his royal lineage. 

But as it turned out, Angad was made of a sterner stuff. He wouldn’t betray his 
friends of Kishkindha, the monkeys and bears who constituted the army of Lord Ram, 
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as well as the Lord himself who had been so kind and fatherly towards Angad since 
his father, Baali’s, death. 

Why would Angad not betray Lord Ram? It is because of various reasons. For 
one, his father, Baali, had entrusted Angad in the care of the Lord at the time of his 
death, and the Lord had promised the dying Baali that he would take care of Angad as 
his own ward. This is clear in Ram Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, Chanda line nos. 
7-8 that precede Doha no. 10. 

Further, Angad was not to be fooled so easily. He knew very well the rude 
nature and selfish character of Ravana, from the treatment meted out to Vibhishan as 
well as the spy named Suka, and also from what Hanuman had told about Ravana 
after his return from Lanka, that he would show outwardly favour to Angad as long as 
it served his purpose, and when the time comes he would put Angad to the sword, 
arguing that a person who is not loyal to his own kith and kin, his own race and 
companions, is not to be trusted, and as he is a betrayer of his own people he can as 
easily betray others with whom he has no blood ties. Such persons deserve nothing 
but death. Angad apprehended this fate if he joined Ravana’s side, and so even if he 
had had a remote thought of abandoning Sugriv that thought was immediately shaken 
off. Angad had seen very closely how graceful, amiable and affable Lord Ram was; 
he was also acquainted with the way Ravana treated those around him. The question 
of abandoning such a gracious Lord and betraying him in favour of a cruel and vulgar 
Ravana was therefore obviously out of the question. 

Angad had observed that Lord Ram possessed certain supernatural mystical 
powers, as was proved by the way the Lord had slayed huge demon armies earlier as 
was done in the case of Khar and Dushan!, and also in the case of Marich and Subahu 
earlier still’, and the way he had felled seven tall coconut trees that were not in a 
straight line, and the way his arrow had demolished the ten crowns over the heads of 
Ravana, dismantled his parasol and felled the earrings of Mandodari^. Angad had also 
heard of the miraculous way a rock was transmewed into a divine lady named Ahilya, 
the wife of sage Gautam, when Lord Ram touched the said rock with his foot’; he had 
also heard how the Lord had swiftly, and without the least effort, broken the tuff bow 
of Lord Shiva to marry Sita?. Well, he concluded, none of these events could have 
been made possible by an ordinary human being. 

Compared to these singular events that subtly point to Lord Ram’s might and 
prowess, there was Ravana who only boasted of his powers and strength but who 
could not even avenge his son Akshaya Kumar’s death at the hands of Hanuman’, nor 
prevent the latter from burning the city of Lanka to ashes’. 

{'Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes 
Doha no. 18—to Doha no. 20-a. 

? Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line nos. 3-6 that precede 
Doha no. 210. 

Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, Chaupai line no. 12 that 
precedes Doha no. 7. 

“Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Doha no. 13 along with Chaupai 
line no. 8 that precedes it. 

Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Doha no. 211 along with Chaupai 
line nos. 11-12 and Chanda line nos. 1-16 that precede it. 

*Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes 
Doha no. 261—to Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 262. 

'Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line nos. 7-8 that 
precede Doha no. 18. 
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‘Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes 
Doha no. 25—to Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 26.} 

Angad was therefore convinced that in the forthcoming war, Ravana stood no 
chance of victory against the almighty Lord Ram. Surely then it would be height of 
stupidity and foolishness on Angad’s part to bite the bate that Ravana cunningly threw 
at him by way of reminding him that he was unfaithful to his father Baali by joining 
hands with those who had been instrumental in his death—as clearly said by Ravana 
here in verse line nos. 5-6. 

So, Angad firmly decided to rebuke Ravana for his effort to make his mind 
biased against Lord Ram, for it would be betrayal of the trust that the Lord had put in 
him, and it would be forfeiting his claim for protection by the almighty Lord Ram 
which the latter had promised to Angad’s father at the time of his death. Angad 
therefore determined that he and his future were safer in the hands of Lord Ram.] 


HA HE HAC Ale he Hes (PSU Tar aa site Hes Ul Ul 
fer ca md ofa ufi ws psu Hae Wm STATE | e N 
TH fatal Pact VS Sls Durus dife agè Bis uu eu 
y Ge Ve Bs AA ah | sigi aa ARS TT ll 9o II 


aba kahu kusala bali kahan aha'l. bihamsi bacana taba angada kaha’. 7. 
dina dasa ga'em bali pahirn ja‘. büjhehu kusala sakha ura 1a’. 8. 

rama birodha kusala jasi ho’. so saba tohi suna'ihi so't. 9. 

sunu satha bheda ho'i mana takern. $riraghubira hrdaya nahirh jakern. 10. 


Now tell me about the welfare of Baali. Where is he?” 
Hearing this, Angad laughed (sarcastically) and replied (in a taunting manner), 


-—() 


“You will go and meet him in the course of the next ten days (i.e. very soon), and then 
embrace your dear friend (Baali) and ask about his welfare yourself. (8) 


What kind of good comes to a person who is opposed to Lord Ram, he (Baali) will 
himself tell you all about it. (9) 


Listen you wicked fellow! Those who do not have the presence of Lord Ragubir (Lord 
Ram) in their hearts (1.e. those who are not totally loyal and devoted to the Lord, and 
are not convinced by the divine nature of the Lord) can be swayed by doubts and 
influenced by attempts to make them disloyal to the Lord by creating a wedge 
between them and their Lord (Ram)? (10) 


[Note— This statement of Ravana indicates two things: either he was not aware of 
Baali’s death, or he had tried to stoke hidden anger in the heart of Angad by 
reminding him of his late father who was killed by Sugriv, Angad's uncle under 
whom he works now, and in this killing Lord Ram had sided with Sugriv by aiding 
him in Baali's death. 

If Ravana was really not aware of Baali's death, then it implies that his 
network of spies and informers, who were assigned the task of keeping Ravana 
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abreast of the developments in the world around him, had failed him miserably, either 
because of their incompetence or because they had laid down their guards due to 
exaggerated sense of over-confidence and invincibility of their lord Ravana. This 
cocoon of ignorance that made Ravana believe that there is no one to challenge him as 
well as his supremacy, authority and sovereignty in the world was the primary cause 
of his downfall as a king; it made him live in an imaginary world where he ruled one 
and all, where there was no one to challenge him, and where he alone called the shots. 
This airy castle made him arrogant and haughty, and oblivious of the gravity of the 
danger lurking in his own backyard in the form of the mighty army of Lord Ram 
coming and pitching camp right on the soil of Lanka, at Mt. Subel. 

By enquiring about Baali in a causal manner he wished to convey the idea that 
he cherished his friendship, and that he was not uneasy by the mention of Baali’s 
name which may have reminded him of the past episode when he was humiliated by 
the latter. 

On the other hand, if Ravana had recalled his friendship with Baali inspite of 
knowing about his death then it clearly means that he was trying to win over Angad’s 
loyalty by touching a sensitive nerve of his by reminding him that he was doing a 
shameful and ignominious thing by betraying his own father and showing immense 
disrespect to the departed soul by serving those who were responsible for his death, 
i.e. both Sugriv and Lord Ram. See also a note appended to verse nos. 5-6 herein 
above. 


*Angad tells Ravana that he would fail to sway his loyalty, devotion and commitment 
to Lord Ram by trying to play on his sentiments and emotions by feigning ignorance 
about his father Baali's death by asking about his old friend's welfare, with a clear 
intention of reminding Angad of his late father, and why he was killed and by whom. 
Ravana had hoped that when Angad recalls how his father was killed in a battle with 
his uncle Sugriv, and how Lord Ram had sided with Sugriv to become instrumental in 
his father's death, most likely he would be stirred sufficiently enough to revolt against 
both Lord Ram and Sugriv, and to avenge Baali he would choose to join Ravana. 

That would be god-sent boon for Ravana because Angad would help him with 
all the secrets of the army of Lord Ram, now, as well as in the future during the 
course of the war. Nothing would be better from the military angle as far as Ravana 
was concerned. 

The way Angad answered Ravana clearly hinted to the latter that his trick had 
failed; that it was not possible to win over Angad's loyalty and make him betray or 
desert Lord Ram.] 


G0. BAH Meth Aa TS Hel UH quet i 
as TR A 3TH Hele TA HM Aa Aa d 22 Il 

doha. 

hama kula ghalaka satya tumha kula palaka dasasisa. 

andha'u badhira na asa kahahim nayana kana tava bisa. 21. 


[Angad continued—] ‘Oh you ten-headed one (dasasisa)! Really I am one who has 
been a cause of ruin and shame of my family, and you have been one who has made 
your family flourish and gain fame. 
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How absurd and incongruous a statement is this (because it is contrary to the 
truth and facts)! Even a person who is blind and deaf wouldn’t be so stupid as to say 
such a rubbish, but you have twenty eyes and ears (instead of just two, and so such a 
ridiculous observation was never expected from you)! (Doha no. 21) 


[Note—A blind person can know things to some extent by hearing of it; and a deaf 
person likewise can know things to some extent by seeing it. But if both these 
faculties are lacking in a person, if he can’t see or hear, there is no way he can know 
what is happening around him, except to some extent by touching or tasting anything 
or by some rare gift of the sixth sense, but such knowledge would be extremely 
limited and cannot give a truthful account of anything. Hence, such persons can’t be 
relied upon. 

So, Angad scorns at Ravana, saying that Ravana calling him as one who has 
been an ugly wart in his family, one who has ruined the good name and reputation of 
his father Baali’s family is nothing but rubbish and utter nonsense. Angad would 
elaborate upon this in the verses that follow herein below. ] 


dio. faa Aifa ar art aa Due SIT AT ATS II g UI 
Ag Fe BS EH Hot GT paru Ble se fase aA RTI R U 


caupa’. 


siva biranci sura muni samuda'. cahata jasu carana sevaka'. 1. 
tasu düta ho'i hama kula bora. a'isihum mati ura bihara na tora. 2. 


Lord Shiva, the creator Brahma, as well as the community of saints, sages and 
ascetics—all of them are willing and eager to have an opportunity to serve his (Lord 
Ram's) holy feet. (1) 


And here you are ridiculing me by saying that by being a messenger of such an 
exalted Lord I have shamed my family and drowned its good name and fame! Alas; 
even after having such a deadwood in lieu of intelligence, it is a matter of great 
wonder, truly, that your heart does not rupture and burst under your chest. 

[To wit, it is such an irony that instead of realising how lucky and privileged I 
am that Lord Ram, whom the greatest of gods and sages wish to serve cheerfully, has 
chosen me to become his messenger, you deride me and call me an ugly wart in my 
family and a shame to the name of my great father. It shows that you have not even an 
iota of wisdom and intelligence left in you. If this is the case, why does your dry-as- 
soil heart not burst out of its cage in your chest and fall apart just like the dry soil 
under an old deadwood tree heaves and crumbles into dust?]’ (2) 


yA wer art aft at aed CAT TET ATT U 3 N 
Ge aa aot Te Ae Hes fe ent wma sm v tt 


suni kathora bant kapi keri. kahata dasanana nayana tareri. 3. 
khala tava kathina bacana saba saha'üm. niti dharma maim janata aha'üm. 4. 
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When the ten-headed Ravana heard the Kapi’s (Angad’s) sharp rejoinder, he scowled 
at the latter with eyes full of scorn and wrath. (3) 


Ravana shot back, ‘Oh you wretch of a fellow (khala)! I cope with your nasty, 
provocative and insulting words only because I wish to follow the principles of 
righteousness, propriety and probity. 

[You are a messenger, and a messenger enjoys certain privileges, such as 
immunity from punishment, prosecution or imprisonment. That is why I am forced to 
tolerate your impertinent and irreverent talking. Otherwise you know, I would have 
immediately got you arrested and severely punished. But mind you; don’t take this as 
my weakness. Rather, you must appreciate my noble character and high thinking that 
I follow established principles and adhere to norms of decency and courteous 
behaviour when dealing a messenger, irrespective of whose messenger he is. So don’t 
give me a lecture on what is right and what is not. Do you hear?]’ (4) 


eng ale meter dr | SAE up sa wr Pra ent GU 
Ca Te qd Taant vats a aE SD Taare g I 


kaha kapi dharmasilata tori. hamahum suni krta para triya cori. 5. 
dekhi nayana düta rakhavari. buri na marahu dharma bratadhari. 6. 


The monkey (*kapi"; i.e. Angad) retorted in a most scornful and contemptible way, 
‘Yes indeed, I too have heard about how great an expert you are in the laws of 
Dharma (probity, propriety, righteousness and ethics), and how diligently you follow 
them when I came to know that you had stolen another person's wife’. (5) 


As if that was not enough, I have also seen how you extend your hospitality and 
protection to a messenger’. 

Oh you pretentious upholder of Dharma; why don't you drown yourself to 
death for such falsehood and pretensions of righteousness and noble conduct (for your 
deeds squarely speak against you and demolish your claims regarding your upright 
nature)". (6) 


[Note—'This refers to abduction of Sita by Ravana—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, 
Aranya Kand, Doha no. 28. 


?This refers to the treatment meted out to Hanuman, who was also a messenger of 
Lord Ram, sent to find Sita and give the Lord's message to her. Ravana had ordered 
first that he be killed or severely beaten so that his body suffers grave wounds, but on 
second thoughts ordered that his tail be set on fire—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, 
Sundar Kand, (a) Chaupai line nos. 9-10 that precede Doha no. 13 and 21; (b) Doha 
no. 24 along with Chaupai line nos. 5-10 that precede it. 


*You speak as if you are a holy, pious and noble soul who lives by what is right and 
proper, but what you actually do is quite the opposite. You stole Sita like a thief; 1s 
this righteous conduct? You ordered that Hanuman be killed, beaten and burnt alive— 
is this the correct way to treat a messenger?] 
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art aren fay fiir ent vom cite que sri ferait uv 
SATA Ta SAT AGH | Ua STE SAS SSmi N N 


kana naka binu bhagini nihart. chama kinhi tumha dharma bicari. 7. 
dharmasilata tava jaga jagi. pava darasu hamahum barabhagi. 8. 


Truly, when you saw that your sister’s nose and ears had been chopped off, surely I 
believe you had forgiven the person who had brought such abject humiliation to your 
family because of your gracious and forgiving nature, is it not?! (7) 


Really indeed, your fame as an upholder of the excellent moral virtues coming under 
the umbrella of the term ‘Dharma’ are so famous in the world that I feel it is my 
honour to have an opportunity to meet you in person!’ (8) 


[Note—'Angad teases Ravana by drawing his attention to the episode of Supernakha 
whose nose and ears were cut by Laxman on the orders of Lord Ram as she was 
attempting to play foul with the Lord and make him break his vows of remaining 
loyal to his chaste wife Sita by cajoling him to merry her. This incident is narrated in 
Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes Doha no. 17—to 
Doha no. 22. 

Angad says, “Well, if you really are so courageous, brave and bold as well as 
an upholder of Dharma, then tell me why didn't you immediately seek revenge by 
attacking Lord Ram who had deformed your sister and bring him to justice; why did 
you went home quietly, worried and in a depressed mood? Oh yes sure, you did not 
decide to punish the perpetrator because you wanted to forgive him! 

Well, if you are such a great upholder of the laws of Dharma that you wished 
to forgive the person who had committed this atrocious act of cutting off the nose and 
ears of your sister because you are so gracious, magnanimous, benevolent and kind- 
hearted, then will you please tell me why you went like a thief and abduct the wife of 
this person, putting him to extreme grief and forcing him to come here searching for 
her, even risking his life in the process, instead of challenging him to a duel to punish 
him for his deed of wounding your sister right on the spot? This clearly debunks your 
claim of being a ‘holy cow'."] 


qo. Sr wcate as tig aft ue facie Wu sg | 
virenuret set ferger afi WET Sq ASA UE R? (ER ) I 
YA Aa at Aa cat Pret nerf UC Ht SITH I 
Aad SETS ROT Fa AY Aled ROT I 33 (383) UI 

doha. 

jani jalpasi jara jantu kapi satha biloku mama bahu. 

lokapala bala bipula sasi grasana hetu saba rahu. 22 (a). 


puni nabha sara mama kara nikara kamalanhi para kari basa. 
sobhata bhaya'u marala iva sambhu sahita kailasa. 22 (b). 
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Extremely upset by Angad’s scorching comments that directly hit at his self-esteem 
and dignity, Ravana vehemently hit back in an angry tone, ‘Oh you rascal monkey, a 
useless creature who is no better than an insect. Don’t babble incoherently like 
someone who is hallucinating. 

Look here at my majestic, robust and strong arms; they are strong and 
powerful enough to vanquish the might and pride of all the Lokpals (the gods who 
take care of the welfare of the world) at once just like Rahu who can devour many 
moons simultaneously. (Doha no. 22-a) 


[Listen more about the majesty, the might and the stupendous powers of my arms. ] 
Further, Lord Shiva looked like a swan in the heavenly lake represented by my 
cupped palms as he rested on Mt. Kailash which I had once held up in my hands’. 
(Doha no. 22-b) 


[Note—'This episode where Ravana had held the whole of Mt. Kailash, where Lord 
Shiva is said to have his abode in the heaven, aloft in his hands, is narrated briefly in 
Anand Ramayan, Sarkand, Canto 13, verse no. 40.] 


"dio. Get meh At pr site 1 aT aa FURS Hast Va GaN 9 I 
we Wey AT fers SST | STITT AT qu uud AAT d 3 M 


caupal. 


tumhare kataka majha sunu angada. mo sana bhirihi kavana jodha bada. 1. 
tava prabhu nari biraham balahina. anuja tasu dukha dukhi malina. 2. 


[In the following verses, Ravana lists all the great warriors of Lord Ram's army, 
including the Lord himself, one-by-one, and pointing out how each one of them 
stands no chance against him and his might.] 


Ravana said with rebuke and contempt in his voice, *Listen Angad! Which warrior in 
the rank and file of your army is capable of facing me in the battle-field? Tell me, is 
there anyone amongst you who is strong and brave enough to stand in front of me? (1) 


Your lord (i.e. Lord Ram) has already been weakened by grieving for his wife, and his 
brother (i.e. Laxman) too has become weak and gloomy because of the distress that 
has overcome him when he sees his brother sad and grieving constantly. 

[Hence, both of them have lost their original vigour and strength to withstand 
the rigours of warfare. They lack the energy and the stamina needed to fight a battle. 
Surely, protracted grief must have sapped their energy to such an extent that they 
won't stand a wee bit chance against my might and punch in the battle-field.] (2) 


qe Tila HAGA gn 1 TIA TAN £I ala BH 3 
Wada Hat stat Tet Qr few SS ST GATT I ¥ UI 
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tumha sugriva küladruma do'ü. anuja hamara bhiru ati so'u. 3. 
jamavanta mantri ati burha. so ki ho'i aba samararurha. 4. 


You and Sugriv are like plants or trees that grow on the edge of the bank of a river or 
the shore of the sea'. As far as my younger brother (Vibhishan) is concerned, he is a 
very cowardly person who is scared out of his wits. (3) 


Jamvant (the chief of the bear community) has become old and infirm. Can he ever 
stand his ground in the aggressive environment of the battle-field where exceptional 
agility, stamina and vigour are needed (which he obviously lacks due to his old age)? 


(4) 


[Note—'Trees and plants that grow near flowing water, such as rivers and seas, can’t 
find firm ground for their roots because the soil near the banks of rivers and shores of 
seas is soft and prone to being swept away by swift currents. Such trees or plants can 
fall very easily; they are uprooted with a swift current that undercuts their roots. If 
there is a flood accompanied with a strong wind, the trees on the edge of the river 
bank would topple over into the water. 

Ravana compares both Angad and Sugriv to such plants and trees that look big 
on the outside but have no strong foundation to keep them permanently rooted. To 
wit, when the war actually starts, Angad and Sugriv would be felled without the least 
effort just like the trees and plants growing on the edge of rivers and seas. 


?Vibhishan is in a precarious state; he is weakened by worry. He is not sure of his own 
fate. On the one hand he has made his own people, the demons, his enemy, and on the 
other hand he is living amongst alien people who are arch enemies of his demon race, 
and so he can never be certain about them, about what they would do to him once 
their objective was fulfilled. Surely, in this uncertain situation Vibhishan must be 
living a worried and terrified life like someone living between the two sharp edges of 
a sword. | 


fafea end wate Aer Ate (E nf Wee WeT Speer lu. N 
STAT VAT ATS iS ANT | AAT AT He RAGAT Ul & Ul 


silpi karma janahim nala nila. hai kapi ēka maha balasila. 5. 
ava prathama nagaru jehim jara. sunata bacana kaha balikumara. 6. 


The two, Nala and Neela, are skilled in the art of construction; they are not expected 
to know anything about the martial art of warfare. 

Nevertheless, I acknowledge that there is only one monkey amongst you who 
possesses great strength. (5) 


He is the one who had come earlier to Lanka and had burnt the city'.’ 

When the son of Baali (“balikumara”; Angad) heard these words (that 
referred to Hanuman), he immediately seized the opportunity to turn the table on 
Ravana by snapping back sarcastically, --- (6) 


[Note—'Ravana is referring to Hanuman here. ] 
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Ue Te HE Pra AAT | AAS HLT HS UT Ter tu O tt 
Teast A seu aly ces LA se Ae Aa Hl Hes II £ II 


satya bacana kahu nisicara naha. samicéhum kisa kinha pura daha. 7. 
ravana nagara alpa kapi daha'’l. suni asa bacana satya ko kaha’. 8. 


‘Oh the king of demons (nisicara naha)! Tell me honestly, is it really true that a 
monkey had burnt (your fabulous city of) Lanka? (7) 


Who will believe that it is true that a humble monkey would ever be able to burn the 
great city of Ravana’? (8) 


[Note—'Angad scorned at Ravana and put him to shame by turning his own words 
against him when he said something to this effect: “It seems incredulous and out of 
imagination that a city so well protected by a mighty demon king of the name of 
Ravana, who claims to have vanquished all the gods and conquered all the creatures 
of the Creator’s creation, could be burnt down by a lonely monkey, all by himself. 
Why, this seems absolutely impossible. But you have acknowledged yourself that this 
was done by that diminutive-looking monkey. Prey, tell me, what were you doing 
then; why didn’t you stop him from causing such havoc to your beloved city; what 
were your warriors doing; where was your strength and valour, of which you boast so 
much, at that time?"] (8) 


WH sift BAS MTSE WaT CUT Gilat He TT AMT 9 N 
"Weng BEd A AT A Sle | Usa GG CH FA Ais Ul Qo Il 


jo ati subhata sarahehu ravana. so sugriva kera laghu dhavana. 9. 
cala'i bahuta so bira na ho'l. pathava khabari lena hama so". 10. 


Look Ravana; that monkey whom you have praised yourself so much for his valour 
and strength and courage is merely an ordinary messenger in the service of Sugriv’. 


(9) 


That he came here alone after covering a great distance (across the ocean) would not 
make him a great warrior, for actually it was us who had sent him on this mission’. 


(10) 


[Note—'Angad calls Hanuman a messenger of Sugriv because it was Sugriv, being 
the king of the monkeys and the kingdom of Kishkindha, who had summoned and 
dispatched all the monkeys, including Hanuman, in all the directions to search for 
Sita—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, Chaupai line nos. 5-7 that 
precede Doha no. 22. 

Angad's observation that *Hanuman was serving Sugriv in an ordinary way" 
shows that there was not much of a formal hierarchy in the kingdom of Kishkindha, 
and all the monkeys mingled with each others as brothers and compatriots of equal 
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status. This informal relationship helped to bind the community closely in a bond of 
brotherhood and friendship. 


"Hanuman was one amongst so many other monkey messengers sent by Sugriv in all 
the directions to search for Sita. Sugriv had not particularly directed Hanuman to go 
in a specific direction, such as to Lanka. 

It was later on when the party, of which he was a member, reached the shore 
of the ocean that it became necessary for someone to go across the ocean to Lanka if 
they were to be successful in their mission of finding Sita. At that juncture, Angad 
and Jamvant, who were the leaders of this team, decided to send Hanuman on this job. 
{Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha 
no. 29—to Chaupai line no. 11 that precedes Doha no. 30.} 

To wit, Hanuman had no instructions to burn Lanka; his mandate was to find 
Sita. If he could achieve the feat of burning Lanka and destroying a large section of its 
army which had tried to catch him, it was his personal choice. 

Angad wanted to drive home the point that if a single monkey could cause 
such a tremendous damage to Lanka, what would happen when the might of the 
whole monkey army unleashes its fury on the demon kingdom—has Ravana 
considered it?] 


a0. Wer aE ale ais fer] Wy SH UI | 


fig a mas Gata ule ahs sr Yer erg i $3 (55 ) I 
doha. 


satya nagaru kapi jare'u binu prabhu ayasu pa'i. 
phiri na gaya'u sugriva pahim tehim bhaya raha luka'i. 23 (a). 


[Angad continued—] It's true that the Kapi (the monkey; i.e. Hanuman) had burnt 
Lanka without an express order to do so from Lord Ram, and that is the reason why, 
now I understand from hindsight, he did not go back directly to report boldly to 
Sugriv (about the success of his mission to Lanka to find Sita), but preferred to hide 
himself out of fear’. (Doha no. 23-a) 


[Note— Angad said: “Since Hanuman had burnt Lanka on the spur of the moment, 
without any order either from Lord Ram or from Sugriv, he was afraid of severe 
reprimand from his chief, Sugriv, the king of the monkeys. So he was reluctant to go 
to him straight upon return, and hid himself. I first went and told Sugriv about the 
good news, that Sita has been found, and this good news cheered up Sugriv and 
helped me to win his good humour and favour sufficiently enough to ensure that he 
would overlook or neglect Hanuman's deed of burning Lanka without orders. Then I 
told Hanuman that there was nothing to fear, and I took him with me to Sugriv, who 
in turn took him to Lord Ram. The Lord of course was waiting for him, and he 
affectionately and warmly welcomed Hanuman, and appreciated his actions. 

The point to note here is this: Hanuman was scared of Sugriv, and not Lord 
Ram. This is because Sugriv was a king, and a king would, in all likelihood, become 
annoyed if his orders are violated. Sugriv orders were clear: the monkeys and bears 
who were dispatched from Kishkindha were to search and find Sita, and come back to 
report within a month's time; they were not expected to do anything more. And here 
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Hanuman had run wild by fighting and killing a large number of demons, ruining their 
king’s royal garden called Ashok Van, had even killed Akshaya Kumar, the son of 
Ravana, and then lost his cool to become violent and burn the whole city of Lanka. 
This was not his mandate, and as such Hanuman was scared of facing Sugriv because 
he feared punishment. 

But there was no such fear from Lord Ram—for everyone knew that the Lord 
was very kind, compassionate, loving, forgiving and accommodating. That’s why 
Hanuman had no reservations in disclosing his deeds to the Lord. 

Presently, Angad tells Ravana all these things to drive home the point that 
Hanuman, whom Ravana acknowledges as being exceptionally brave, bold and 
courageous, was actually very humble and docile, and he didn’t have the courage and 
the boldness to face his king, Sugriv, and disobey his orders. This means that Sugriv 
was more powerful than Hanuman, for otherwise the latter would have no fear of him. 

This was done to remind Ravana that he is fooling himself by thinking that 
only Hanuman is the ‘brave one’ in the whole of the monkey army, for he has yet not 
met and tested the others. It was to debunk Ravana’s general perception that the 
monkeys as a whole are a weak, inept and incompetent lot of clumsy and fickle 
minded creatures, and they stand no chance against his valour, courage, strength and 
power. | 


Ue hele queho Va Ale TU HS He I 
Gls A AN Heh 3TH al GA end Vl Ges ll 23 (33)! 


satya kahahi dasakantha saba mohi na suni kachu koha. 
ko'u na hamarem kataka asa to sana larata jo soha. 23 (b). 


Truly Ravana, what you say is right’, and I am not offended by your comments. In all 
sooth, really, there is no one in our rank and file who would feel glad and honoured to 
be able to fight with you!” (Doha no. 23-b) 


[Note—'Angad refers to what Ravana has said about all the monkey warriors in the 
previous verse nos. 2-5 that precede Doha no. 23-a herein above. 


“Angad here refers to Ravana’s assertion in verse no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 23-a 
herein above that “there is no one in the monkey army who would be able to fight 
Ravana”. Angad gives the reason for it in the next Doha no. 23-c. 

Here he is taunting Ravana in a contemptuous way by saying that it is true that 
none of his friends and compatriots would like to fight with him, not because they 
can’t fight him as they are weak, or are afraid to face him in the battle-field for fear of 
defeat, but because they would feel it is demeaning and insulting for their own honour 
and pride, as fighting with Ravana, who is a false warrior, a mere pretender full of 
loud boast and bluster without anything of substance in him, would put them to shame 
for having wasted their time and energy, their valour, courage, marital skills, strength 
and powers on a good-for-nothing, loud-mouthed crook. It would be like trying to kill 
a mosquito by using a gun against it, or employing a battering ram to fall a puppet, or 
wasting energy by repeatedly punching a rubber dummy thinking it to be a living 
giant. ] 
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vitfer forter Gar aA citar atta site onfa i 
wt Wate aa Aghi wet fen Hes HIS wife i 23 (T) UI 


priti birodha samana sana kari'a niti asi ahi. 
jaum mrgapati badha medukanhi bhala ki kaha'i ko'u tahi. 23 (c). 


It is an established norm for mutual engagement that one should develop any kind of 
relation, either friendly or hostile, only with those who are almost of the same stature 
and have almost the same standing as his own. 

[To wit, both the sides should be on almost the same level; they should be at 
par with each other; there should be a balance between them. Great disparity between 
the two sides is not conducive to any worthwhile relationship, whether friendly or 
hostile. There should be a level playing field for both the sides as it helps to sustain 
long-term relationships in case of friendship, and to decide who is the actual winner in 
the case of hostility.] 

For instance, if a lion kills a frog, will anyone in his right senses call it a good 
thing, an act of bravery on the part of the lion’? 

[Definitely and doubtlessly, the answer is “no”. Similarly, if a strong man 
subdues a weakling by using physical force, it is a matter of shame for the former 
instead of praise.] (Doha no. 23-c.) 


[Note—'Angad clarifies why he considers that none of his friends should fight 
Ravana by citing the example of a “lion killing a frog", which is a shameful act for the 
lion. Here, he compares the monkey warriors to the ‘lion’, and Ravana to the ‘frog’. 

We can observe how the debate is becoming more and more acerbic, abrasive 
and personal in a gradual manner, how it is descending lower and lower in the scale of 
decency and decorum. Both Ravana and Angad have used denigrating and 
deprecating language for the other, stoking mutual anger, and enhancing bitterness 
and repugnance further.] 


Welt engan Wa eng ale sii sre dr 
data enfoque Gy Ba wg He TW 3 (30) UI 


jadyapi laghuta rama kahum tohi badhérm bara dosa. 
tadapi kathina dasakantha sunu chatra jati kara rosa. 23 (d). 


So therefore, oh Ravana, it is true that it would be too lowly and demeaning for Lord 
Ram to slay you, for it would be a great error on the part of the Lord to do so!, but 
mind you, oh the ten-necked one (dasakantha), that the anger of the Kshatriya race 
(the ‘warrior race’ to which Lord Ram belonged) is very dangerous, and the 
accompanying wrathful fury is hard to overcome". (Doha no. 23-d) 


[Note—'Angad has just cited the instance of “a lion killing a frog" to stress that it is 
not a good thing for a great person of abilities and wisdom to use force to kill those 
who are too weak, humble and lowly in front of him. So therefore it would not be 
worthy for Lord Ram, the great and almighty Lord of the world, to stoop to such a 
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low level as to employ his powers and strength to vanquish and slay someone as 
lowly and worthless as Ravana, who is no comparison whatsoever, by any measure, to 
the Lord’s exalted stature, majesty and greatness. 

The world would look down upon Lord Ram for waging a bloody war and 
causing the death of so many creatures (demons) just for retrieving his wife from 
Ravana’s clutches—for it was an easy task for the almighty Lord. The world would 
say that Lord Ram could have simply subdued Ravana, make him give Sita back, 
exact some tribute from him if he wished to punish the demon king, impose certain 
strict strictures upon him so that he does not misbehave in the future, and then release 
him with stern warning not to disobey the Lord’s words. 

Instead of this approach, when the Lord’s objective could have been achieved 
by more peaceful method, the Lord chose to fight a fierce war that led to so much 
devastation and havoc just in order to kill Ravana to punish him for stealing Sita. 

This will surely be a blot on the Lord’s good reputation for ever. But the thing 
is that anger is a very bad proposition. So if Ravana continues with his wild and 
arrogant ways, refusing to relent and make peace with the Lord, and consequently 
forcing the war on the Lord, then his anger would be ignited, and once this fire is 
kindled, there is no way it can be put out. 


*Lord Ram belonged to the Kshatriya race, the noble warrior race that was famous for 
its valour, courage, boldness, marital skills, bravery and strength. The kings of ancient 
times usually belonged to this race. The main job of this race was to give protection to 
the rest of the society. 

One characteristic of this race was that while they were usually kind and 
magnanimous and forgiving, but if a limit of tolerance was passed and their anger was 
ignited then it was quite impossible to subdue them. Once they decided to achieve an 
objective, they would accomplish it no matter what happened. 

Angad alludes to this unique character. He tells Ravana that though it is 
correct to say that it would not be a proper thing for Lord Ram to kill him, but if 
things spin out of control then there would no stopping the Lord either, inspite of the 
fact that the consequences may not be conducive for the Lord’s reputation as being 
merciful, kind, gracious, forgiving, compassionate, magnanimous and benevolent. 

So therefore Angad advised Ravana not to test Lord Ram’s patience; and that 
he ought naught to do anything that would precipitate disaster. ] 


ach shh oy Gert Ot gas aes fy ul 
wks efr WAS em Ye quu 23S) it 


bakra ukti dhanu bacana sara hrdaya dahe'u ripu kisa. 
prati'uttara sarasinha manahum karhata bhata dasasisa. 23 (e). 


The words of the Kapi (literally the ‘monkey’; here referring to Angad), which were 
shot like sharp arrows mounted on a bow represented by sarcastic speech, pierced 
deep into the heart of the ten-headed Ravana, who made desperate attempts to heal his 
wounds (i.e. his ego, self-respect and dignity) by taking these arrows out using a tong 
symbolised by his equally sharp rejoinders and rebuffs (made to Angad)'. (Doha no. 
23-e) 
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[Note—'Here, the sharp answers that Ravana gave to Angad for each of his taunts 
have been likened to a wounded person trying to heal his wounds by plucking out the 
sharp projectiles, shot by his enemy, that have dug deep into his body, and then 
throwing them vigourously back at his opponent in a tit-for-tat reaction so that some 
kind of injury could be inflicted on the latter, as far as it was possible. 

This will be more evident in the following verses where we shall read that the 
sarcasm, the taunt and the contempt for each other will reach a crescendo, with quick, 
biting and witty responses being shot back and forth by both the sides.] 


fu siters gafa aa enfü ent aS T4 Us | 
wir ufeurerg are fed Hts Sura AAR i1 33 (9) I 


hamsi bole'u dasamauli taba kapi kara bara guna ēka. 
jo pratipala'i tasu hita kara'i upaya aneka. 23 (f). 


Then the ten-headed Ravana laughed (to indicate that he isn't offended, nor does he 
take Angad seriously) and said, ‘One of the good characters of a monkey is that he 
will always try to serve his master, who takes care of him and feeds him, in the best 
way he can, and do doing whatever is within his means to support the master’s cause’. 
(Doha no. 23-f) 


[Note—'Ravana effectively said this: “I appreciate your enthusiasm in supporting the 
cause of Lord Ram and for serving Sugriv. Yes, it is the nature of the monkeys in 
general that they would diligently serve him who feeds them. This habit is evident 
when one observes how a monkey obeys a monkey-charmer; the monkey would obey 
his master's commands, without asking questions, by doing all the tricks he is ordered 
to do to please the spectators who gather to watch the show, because the monkey 
knows that the charmer gives him food, lodging and protection, and if he does not 
obey him then the master would not only beat him but may even cut-off his ration. 
And, worse, if the master gets angry beyond a limit, he would let the monkey loose, 
and there are so many predators waiting to grab him and kill him, by stoning him, 
beating him, or in some other way. 

A domesticated monkey usually becomes servile, weak and docile as he loses 
most of his natural vigour, aggressiveness, and the many skills that are possessed by 
his peers who live a free life in the forests where they have to fend for themselves 
because they have no patrons like the monkey-charmer who would feed them, protect 
them, and give them a shelter to rest. 

You live a comfortable life of a prince of the monkey kingdom. You owe your 
life's privileges to your uncle Sugriv because he has made you a ‘prince’, as well as to 
Lord Ram, for it is the Lord who ensures your safety at the hands of your father's 
bitter enemy, your uncle Sugriv, and has compelled the latter to let you live in peace. 

Well, I am not at all surprised that you would sing the song of praises for the 
two, Sugriv and Lord Ram, because they feed you and allow you to enjoy the 
privileges of prince-hood. Woe to you; shame to you, for being a servile servant of 
those who eliminated your noble father and the great monkey named Baali; you have 
dishonoured yourself by serving them and dancing to their tune, inspite of being the 
son of the great and fearless monkey warrior king named Baali!” 

The following verses reiterate and endorse the above view.] 
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ao. eet aha wir Pret wy aT Ue dé Aes RER TST g UI 
aia pie aft cit Rene (ufa fea ees ert Prog U 2 Ul 


caupa’. 


dhan'ya kisa jo nija prabhu kājā. jahami tahami naca'i parihari laja. 1. 
naci kudi kari loga rijha't. pati hita kara'i dharma nipuna'. 2. 


[Ravana invokes the example of the monkey-charmer to support his comment made in 
Doha no. 23-f above.] 


Ravana continued, ‘Hats off to a monkey who dances, everywhere and anywhere, in 
the service of his master, without feeling even a wee bit shy or having the least 
amount of shame or regret for the acts his master orders him to do. (1) 


He (the pet monkey) would play a perfect role of a joker, dancing and jumping and 
hopping (besides making funny faces and uttering ridiculous sounds) in order to 
entertain and please the spectators who gather around him to watch his antics, for the 
pecuniary benefit of his master. Forsooth, you monkeys are truly honest followers of 
the law of Dharma (right conduct). 

[It is because you are being faithful to your master who feeds and lodges you. 
You serve your patron, your master, the monkey-charmer, very diligently and 
honestly, to the best of your abilities, which surely is a good character. I will readily 
agree that you are great as far as this virtue goes, and I would applaud it. Surely, this 
is excellent conduct, and so I say that you monkeys are "followers of Dharma at least 
in one respect" ]' (2) 


[Note—'The reference to a *monkey-charmer' is very obvious. The poor, pet monkey 
performs all sorts of cheap tricks that his master orders him to do to please the crowd 
that had collected around to watch his antics, and the better role of a joker the monkey 
plays the greater is the money that is flipped towards him by the appreciative 
spectators by way of donation or alms. This money provides for the bread and butter 
of the monkey-charmer, who in turn takes care of the needs of the monkey. This is the 
monkey-charmer's only livelihood, and since the monkey helps his master earn his 
bread and support his dependants with his little pranks, he is doing a noble act by 
serving his lord faithfully and obediently to the best of his ability. 

A monkey-charmer may have more than one monkey as pets, but he would 
naturally favour that monkey who is a better performer of tricks as it translates into 
more revenue. It is a symbiotic relationship between the monkey-charmer and the 
monkey, which benefits both. The charmer depends upon his monkey to earn his 
livelihood, and the monkey depends upon the charmer for food, lodging and safety. 

Ravana cites this example to imply that Angad serves his masters, Sugriv and 
Lord Ram, because he derives benefit by doing so. Angad is able to enjoy the 
privileges of a prince because he keeps his uncle Sugriv in good humour, and he 
serves Lord Ram to ensure that the Lord continues to protect him against the envy of 
his uncle who was so jealous of his father Baali that he killed him to grab the throne 
of Kishkindha, and who may harbour a secret desire to get rid of Angad too. 
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In doing so, though he gets credit for being loyal and diligent in his service to 
his lords, he forgets that he is dancing, in a servile manner, to the tune of those who 
were instrumental in his father Baali’s death. {Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, 
Kishkindha Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 6—to Doha no. 11.} 

Why was Angad chosen as a messenger by Lord Ram? It is because he was a 
‘better performer’ as compared to others in the camp of Lord Ram. He was loud- 
mouthed, he could counter his opponent with quick wit and biting humour without 
waiting to consider the aptness of his reply, he was an expert debater and a colloquial 
speaker who could speak extempore without a break for great lengths of time, he was 
bold and proud, he was immune to any personal emotions that his opponent may 
attempt to rouse to deflect his attention while arguing his case in favour of his master 
(as proved by Angad remaining unruffled by Ravana’s attempt to remind him of his 
father Baali who was killed by Sugriv with the aid of Lord Ram in order to sow the 
seed of revenge inside Angad’s heart), and he would never accept defeat in an 
argument for he could cook up some or the other story so convincing that it would 
stymie his adversary. 

Ravana means that like the monkey-charmer who favours that pet monkey of 
his who is able to entertain the crowd of spectator better than the others in his brood, 
Lord Ram chose Angad as he would certainly achieve the objective—which was to 
insult Ravana and humiliate him to such an extent that even if he had a secret wish to 
make a compromise to avoid the war it would be washed away, because Angad would 
make him so angry and provoke him so much with his antics and disparaging remarks 
that it would be impossible for Ravana to save his honour and grace by a peaceful 
mean, and he would be compelled to slug it out in the battle-field. And in that, surely, 
Angad would succeed. | 


aie Taher Aa A TT hat A Hele US ret su 
À Te Wa Ga | aa He vef Hes aS HOT ¥ di 


angada svamibhakta tava jati. prabhu guna kasa na kahasi ehi bhamiti. 3. 
maim guna gahaka parama sujana. tava katu ratani kara'um nahim kana. 4. 


Angad, your race is reputed to be loyal to whosoever is its lord and master. So there is 
no wonder that you are lavishing so much praise on your own lord (i.e. Lord Ram). 


(3) 


I am wise, prudent, sagacious and pragmatic enough to know that this sort of 
behaviour is expected of you (as praising the master and the lord is a habit of the 
monkey race), and this is why I have not paid much attention to your incoherent 
babblings. 

[To wit, I have excused you for your impudence and the audacity that you 
have shown by speaking in front of me in the rash manner that you chose to follow, 
because, being a monkey, I can’t expect you to show basic decency and civility 
expected from a messenger.]'! (4) 


[Note— Ravana is putting himself on high moral ground by playing cool and telling 
Angad that he appreciates his good virtue of being loyal to his Lord (Sri Ram) and 
praising him in front of his adversary (Ravana). 
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Ravana tries to put Angad on the back foot by showing that it is the latter who 
is at fault by not paying due respect to a sovereign to whom he has come as a 
messenger. It is certainly not a good thing, especially for a messenger from another 
king, to speak in an insulting tone to a king to whom he has brought a message from 
his master, for such rudeness of behaviour of the messenger shows the king who had 
sent him in very poor light. 

Ravana had tried to hide his own uneasiness, and at the same time to 
manoeuvre the discussion towards civility and a more amiable environment by 
showing that he has not taken offence at Angad’s rude answers. But Ravana failed in 
his intentions to calm tempers, for Angad continued with his sarcasm and acerbic 
tirade relentlessly, provoking Ravana to hit back vehemently. Angad’s intent was to 
make Ravana take some step that would be against his own interest by giving the 
former (Angad) an excuse to completely demolish whatever pride and respect that 
was still left with the latter (Ravana). | 


we Hla ca WA Mechs DH Weng Atle WS Ul tl 
am faeife ga aft at ant i aa a dfé enu Ha STANT I S UI 


tis fant ta vata Gers | cachet H enfe fears i on 
SS ams HE enfu are | Grek CT AWG FAST N 


kaha kapi tava guna gahakata’l. satya pavanasuta mohi sunā'. 5. 

bana bidhansi suta badhi pura jara. tadapi na tehim kachu krta apakara. 6. 
SO'i bicari tava prakrti suha't. dasakandhara maim kinhi dhitha’. 7. 
dékhé'um a'i jo kachu kapi bhasa. tumharern laja na rosa na makha. 8. 


[Referring to Ravana's affirmation that he is wise, prudent, sagacious and pragmatic, 
Angad retorted scornfully—] 


Angad said with intense irony in his voice: ‘Yes, your sense of wisdom, prudence, 
sagacity and pragmatism is real. The son of the wind god (*pavanasuta"; i.e. 
Hanuman) was right when he told me about it (upon his return from Lanka). (5) 


When he (Hanuman) had destroyed your favourite garden known as ‘Ashok Van’, had 
killed your son (Akshaya Kumar), and had burnt your city (of Lanka)—you did not 
feel he has done you any harm, so wise, prudent, pragmatic and sagacious you are 
indeed!' (6) 


Oh the ten-shouldered Ravana (dasakandhara)?! I acted in such an insolent manner 
as I had known of your amiable nature (that you are not offended by any insinuation, 
no matter how insulting and abrasive your interlocutor may be). (7) 


In all sooth and without gainsay, I have now witnessed myself what the Kapi 
(Hanuman) had said about you—that you have not a trace of shame, no anger, or a 
sense of resentment (at being publicly humiliated by a monkey who would destroy, 
with impunity, your garden as well as your city, and also kill your son, and then leave 
your kingdom, unchallenged and unharmed).^' (8) 
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[Note—'Angad scorned at Ravana tauntingly: “Well, tell me, if you were offended by 
any of these things, why did you not punish him for the crime; why did you allow him 
to go back from Lanka, alive and unscathed? Surely, you possess such a high level of 
graciousness, magnanimity and benevolence as your virtues that such destructions 
were of no consequence to you because you wished to forgive a messenger and were 
averse to taking revenge or harming a creature as it would be sinful act. Is it so? 

Or is it perhaps because your wisdom told you to keep quite and forgive the 
perpetrator as he was a messenger or too small a creature to seek revenge from, or 
perhaps, in your pragmatism, you decided that it would be better to keep quiet 
because that intruder would cause you more damage if you confronted him, and your 
prudence was that it was better to contain any further havoc, which you wouldn’t be 
able to prevent from happening, by letting that monkey leave Lanka as soon as he 
could.” 


Ravana had ‘ten heads’, and that implies he had ‘ten necks’ and ‘ten shoulders’. 


?^After first using soothing words like “you have wisdom, sagacity, prudence, 
pragmatism”, which may have calmed down Ravana a wee bit, Angad stoked the fire 
of Ravana’s anger once again by saying “you have no shame, and no anger or 
resentment either, at being insulted, and your property being damaged by an 
intruder".] 


SÜ aif fer fq ware ater | cafe 3TH Ser ET Sea I 9 I 
fak xag wards OFT art | staat Safer UNT enu Hilo N 
wrfer fermer FA VIS APT Lats a ae sm s mmu 29 M 


jaum asi mati pitu kha'e kisa. kahi asa bacana hamsa dasasisa. 9. 
pitahi kha'i khate'um puni tohr. abahim samujhi para kachu mohi. 10. 
bali bimala jasa bhajana jani. hata'um na tohi adhama abhimani. 11. 


Ravana retorted with vehemence, ‘Oh you monkey (kisa); such lowly and corrupt is 
your wisdom and intelligence that there is no wonder you have devoured your father. 

[To wit, you are truly shameless and dumb fellow, a blot on your family, 
because you are not at all concerned about the death of your father, Baali, at the hands 
of those whose cause you have come to espouse. Woes betide upon you, oh you 
ungrateful and unfaithful son!]’ 

Saying this, Ravana laughed derisively with all his ten heads (hamsa 
dasasisa). (9) 


Angad shot back, ‘Yea, I would have devoured you after having devoured my father. 
[To wit, since I am being accused of condoning my father’s death by keeping 
silent about it and professing the cause of those who got him killed’, I would have 
lived up to my reputation by now either killing you myself or getting you killed by 
them who had got my father Baali killed. ] 
But for the moment I would prefer to desist from doing this because a thought 
occurred to me. (10) 
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Well, I desist from slaying you lowly, sinful, haughty and arrogant fellow just because 
you were forgiven (for your mischief) and was promised favour by Baali (my father)”. 

[And therefore, by harming or killing you I would be insulting the honourable 
memory of my respected father. So, I prefer to overlook your impudence. Instead of 
thanking me for sparing your life in the honourable memory of my father, you are so 
foolish as to think I am sparing you because of any other reason, such as being afraid 
of you.] (11) 


[Note—'Angad is referring to his uncle Sugriv who had killed his father Baali in a 
duel in which Lord Ram took the sides of Sugriv. 

The important question is this: Why did Angad prefer to keep silent about 
Sugriv killing his father Baali, and Lord Ram taking sides with Sugriv? 

The answer is: One, Angad felt that his father was at fault for he had wrongly 
expelled his uncle after severely beating him for no fault of his, and even kept 
Sugriv's wife as a mistress’, which in themselves were wrong things to do. 

Second, Lord Ram supported Sugriv because he the Lord felt he had been 
wronged, and being a true friend it was his moral duty to help Sugriv". 

Third, Angad was of a young age, and he felt that the community of the 
monkeys in Kishkindha was not happy with Baali with the treatment he had meted out 
unjustly to his innocent younger brother Sugriv. Actually Sugriv was compelled to 
accept the crown of Kishkindha by a joint decision of all the ministers, though he was 
not willing to do so, as the rightful heir was Angad, being the son of the king Baali. 
But Angad was of an immature age, and so he could not be made a king in the 
absence of his father Baali. There was obviously no choice, except to anoint Sugriv on 
the throne. But when Baali came back after a long time when he had finally 
eliminated a demon named Mayawi, he found Sugriv on the throne. Without 
enquiring the circumstances in which Sugriv had ascended the throne, and without 
giving him a chance to step down, Baali thrashed him mercilessly, chased him away 
from the kingdom, and kept his wife as a mistress, something that is unacceptable. 

Lord Ram took the side of Sugriv for these reasons—as the Lord felt grave 
injustice has been done to him. 

The genesis of the bitterness between Sugriv and Baali is narrated in detail in 
Ram Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-13 that precede Doha no. 
6. 

Angad knew the whole story, and since his father was at fault he preferred to 
remain silent. Besides this, there was nothing else he could do. He knew that his uncle 
saw him as thorn by his side, someone who has the right to the throne. Lord Ram was 
the saviour of Angad because Baali had entrusted his son in the care of the Lord at the 
time of his death*. So Angad knew very well that as long as the Lord favoured him he 
had nothing to fear". 

CApropos: Ram Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, Chaupai line nos. 9-11 that 
precede Doha no. 6. 

Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-10 that 
precede Doha no. 7. 

"Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, Chanda line nos. 7-8 that 
precede Doha no. 10. 

“Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, Chaupai line nos. 4-5 that 
precede Doha no. 26.} 
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?The story of Baali and Ravana in brief is as follows: Once, the monkey king of 
Kishkindha, Vaali (also pronounced as *Baali"), had put Ravana under his armpit for 
many days while the latter had gone to challenge the former when he was doing some 
worship. Peeved by Ravana’s arrogance and impertinence, Baali had tucked him 
under his arms to stop him from annoying him any further. When his worship was 
finished and he had returned back to his capital at Kishkindha, he realised that Ravana 
was still squeezed under his armpit. So he released the latter and made a pact of 
friendship with him. 

The story of Ravana suffering humiliation at the hands of Baali and his 
subsequent friendhip with him is narrated in Valmiki Ramayan, Uttar Kand, Sarga 34; 
Veda Vyas’ Adhyatma Ramayan, Uttar Kand, Canto 2, verse nos. 58-59; and in 
Anand Ramayan, Sarkand, Canto 13, verse nos. 96-101.] 


HE UST UT ST at A PAT ST TT DT ATT $3 UI 
wee ferra Wah Tas Gere 1 aS üfir fenes SATATET Uh $ 3 N 
Aai seth ants Ss bau enr eferdre SS Il V¥ UI 


kahu ravana ravana jaga kete. maim nija $ravana sune sunu jete. 12. 
balihi jitana eka gaya'u patala. rakhe'u bamdhi sisunha hayasala. 13. 
khélahim balaka marahim ja'l. daya lagi bali dinha chora'. 14. 


Well, tell me Ravana, how many Ravanas are there in this world? I have heard of a 
few of them, and now let me tell you about some of them. (12) 


There is one Ravana who had gone to the nether world to vanquish king Bali. On that 
occasion, the children had caught hold of him and (to play with him they had) tied 
him in a horse-stable. (13) 


The boys played with him as if he was a novelty, a toy-horse, often kicking him 
merrily, in jest (to derive pleasure when he screeched and groaned). At that time, Bali 
took pity on Ravana and got him released from captivity!. (14) 


[Note—'This story in brief is this: Once Ravana went to the nether world (or the 
subterranean world where he saw the brilliant city of Bali. The gates of Bali's palace 
was guarded by Lord Vaaman, the dwarf mendicant incarnation of Lord Vishnu. 
Ravana overlooked the Lord and forcibly entered the palace of Bali, where he found 
him playing a board game. Bali saw Ravana standing from the corners of his eyes, but 
neglected him. The dice with which Bali was playing slipped from his hand and fell at 
a distance. Treating Ravana as one of his other attendants, Bali asked him to fetch the 
dice. Ravana tried all his might but could not even move the dice a bit. On the 
contrary, his fingers got crushed under the weight of the dice and he cried in pain, 
bleeding profusely. Then, one of the ordinary lady attendants of Bali went and 
brought back the dice, releasing Ravana's fingers also. When Bali heard Ravana's 
cries, he chided him in most humiliating way, and ordered him to be ejected out of the 
palace. Outside, Bali's guards, soldiers etc. caught him and enslaved him. They used 
to feed him with left-over food and assigned him the job of cleaning the royal horses’ 
stable, where Ravana had to collect dung and throw it out. The children of the royal 
guards found in him a toy to play with, and they enjoyed kicking and mocking at him. 
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Fed up with this agony and incarceration, once when he went out to dump his 
collection of horse dung he pleaded with Lord Vaaman, who was standing guard at 
the gates, to have mercy on him and help him escape. At this, Vaaman flung him with 
the tip of his big toe, and Ravana flew into the sky like a mosquito, landing in Lanka. 
He felt glad as if he has been born again. 

This story is narrated in: Anand Ramayan, Sarkand, Canto 13, verse nos. 102- 
116.] 
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ēka bahori sahasabhuja dekha. dha'i dhara jimi jantu bisésa. 15. 
kautuka lagi bhavana lai ava. so pulasti muni ja'i chorava. 16. 


Then I have heard of another Ravana who was once seen by the thousand-armed king 
named Sahastrabahu. Thinking Ravana to be a strange creature (with his ten heads 
and twenty arms), he (Sahastrabahu) rushed forward and caught hold of him. (15) 


Out of curiosity, Sahastrabahu brought Ravana home (just like a person would bring 
home some new specimen he discovers somewhere, to keep him as a show-piece in 
his palace). At that time, sage Pulastya had come to Ravana's rescue by going to 
Sahastrabahu and getting him freed’. (16) 


[Note— Refer also to: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that 
precedes Doha no. 22 where Hanuman too cites this episode concerning Sahastrabahu 
and Ravana. 

This story is narrated in Valmiki's Ramayana, Uttar Kand, Canto nos. 31-33; 
Veda Vyas' Adhyatma Ramayan, Uttar Kand, Canto 2, verse nos. 55-57; and in 
Anand Ramayan, Sarkand, Canto 13, verse nos. 90-95. 

Briefly it is as follows: Sahastrabahu, meaning ‘someone with a thousand 
arms', was the son of Kritvirya and the king of Mahishmati situated on the banks of 
river Narmada. By the blessings of sage Dattatreya he could get a thousand arms 
when he so desired. One day when he was enjoying himself with his ladies and 
mistresses in the river, Ravana had too gone there to offer worship to Lord Shiva. 
Ravana's attendants had collected flowers for offering to Lord Shiva. In the 
meantime, Sahatrabahu, who was showing off his majesty to impress the women, had 
used his thousand arms to block the flow of water in the river, which therefore 
flooded the banks and flowed upstream. The flowers that Ravana's attendants had 
collected for worship were washed away, which gravely annoyed Ravana as it 
disrupted his worship. On learning the cause of this flood, Ravana immediately went 
to challenge Sahastrabahu and started a fierce battle with his soldiers. Upon learning 
that Ravana has destroyed the entire army, Sahastrabahu himself came to face him. A 
severe battle ensued. As soon as the chief commander of the demon army, named 
Prahasta, fell, the rest of the demons fled; and then followed a one-to-one duel 
between Ravana and Sahastrabahu. These two mighty warriors used massive war- 
maces to hit each other. Finally, Sahastrabahu hit Ravana so hard that he tottered and 
swooned, and was so dazed that he sat down to recover himself. Seizing the moment, 
Sahastrabahu captured Ravana and held him tight in his thousand arms, using these 
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arms like ropes to ensnare him so firmly that Ravana could not wriggle out. After this, 
Sahastrabahu brought Ravana to his capital city and imprisoned him like an ordinary 
prisoner of war. Later on, sage Pulastya went to plead with Sahastrabahu, and he not 
only succeeded in getting Ravana released but also in forging a friendship between 
the two. {This version is according to Valmiki’s Ramayana, Uttar Kand, Canto nos. 
31-33.}] 
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ēka kahata mohi sakuca ati raha bali kim karrikha. 
inha mahum ravana tairn kavana satya badahi taji makha. 24. 


[Angad continued with his taunts—] I feel hesitant and reluctant to speak of one other 
of such Ravanas who was kept tucked under the arm pit of Baali (my father)". 

Now, I prithee, please tell me which of the above Ravanas I have mentioned 
are you? Leave aside deceit and pretensions, and be honest in informing me about 
your true identity; about who you actually are amongst the Ravanas I have cited 
herein above?' (Doha no. 24) 


[Note—'This episode is narrated in (a) Anand Ramayan, Sarkand, Canto 13, verse 
nos. 96-101; and (b) Adhyatma Ramayan, Lanka/Yudha Kand, Canto 2, verse nos. 
58-59. 

Refer also to: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 2 that 
precedes Doha no. 22 where Hanuman too cites this episode concerning Baali and 
Ravana.] 
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sunu satha so'i ravana balasila. haragiri jana jasu bhuja lila. 1. 
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[Stung by Angad publicly raking up the darker and humiliating side of his past, 
Ravana felt exasperated and provoked. He decided to counter Angad by highlighting 
his astounding achievements and exceptional valour by listing all his stupendous feats 
that had no parallel in history, one by one, the deeds of his which had amazed the 
whole world and hold it in thrall of Ravana, with awe and fear.] 


Ravana lashed back at Angad with a sharp tone, ‘Listen you stupid rascal (sunu 
satha). I am a Ravana with exceptional strength, courage, power and valour, the 
abilities of whose strong arms and the singularly brave deeds that he had done are 
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well known to Lord Shiva as I had lifted the mountain on which the Lord has his 
abode (i.e. Mt. Kailash)!. (1) 


I am the Ravana whose courage and bravery are known to Lord Shiva, the husband of 
goddess Uma (umapati), whom I had worshipped by offering my heads in lieu of 
flowers’. (2) 


I have worshipped Lord Tripurari (i.e. Lord Shiva) by offering my heads number of 
times. (3) 


[Note—'Ravana refers to an incident in the past when he had lifted Mt. Kailash along 
with Lord Shiva and his divine consort Parvati in order to bring them to his city of 
Lanka. This episode is narrated in (a) Anand Ramayan, Sarkand, Canto 13, verse nos. 
36-40, 84-89; and (b) Adhyatma Ramayan, Lanka/Yudha Kand, Canto 2, verse nos. 
55-56. 

Refer also to: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Doha no. 179. 


?This incident is narrated in Anand Ramayan, Sarkand, Canto 13, verse nos. 26-39, 
84-89. 


?The word “tripurārī” is an honourable name of Lord Shiva for the following reasons: 
(1) The word indicates that Lord Shiva is the Lord of the whole world consisting of 
three divisions, viz. the heaven, the earth and the nether; (11) He had slayed a demon 
by the name of Tripura, hence called “Tripurari”’. | 
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Oh you wicked fellow (satha)! The Dikpals (custodians of the world; the junior 
gods)! know the valour and the strength of my arms, because their hearts are still 
burning and feeling hurt by the terror I had struck in them’. (4) 


Not only that; the many Diggajs (legendary elephants who support the earth by 
holding it aloft from underneath it)? know how tuff and impenetrable my chest is, for 
whenever I went to clash with them [5], they tried to strike me and pierce my heart 
with their long and strong tusks, only to discover that their sharp tusks failed to pierce 
my chest but themselves broke up into small fragments [6]. (5-6) 


[Note—'There are said to be 10 Dikpals (also called Digpals), the junior gods, who 
are assigned the task of caring for the part of the world under their care: 

According to the Purans and Ram Purvatapiniyopanishad, canto 4, verse no. 
38-39, there are ten Dikpals who are the Gods who act as the guardians or custodians 
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or protectors of the ten directions of the world. These legendary figures support the 
world from all the directions of the compass. They have been described in Ram Purva 
Tapini Upanishad of the Atharva Veda tradition, Canto 4, verse nos. 38-39. Let us see 
what this Upanishad has to say— 

“Canto 4, verse no. 38 = These ten Dikpals are the following—Indra who is 
the king of Gods and who has a thousand eyes on his body, and is therefore called 
‘Sahastraaksha’, Agni or the Fire God, Yam or the God of Dharma (i.e. the God 
responsible to ensure that the great tenets of righteousness and proper conduct are 
observed by the creatures, and to punish those who violate these laws), Niritiya (also 
known as Nairitya), Varun or the Water God, Anil or the Wind God, Indu or the 
Moon God, Ishan or Lord Shiva, Brahma the creator, and Anant or Lord Seshnath, the 
legendary serpent who holds the earth on its hoods and upon whom the supreme Lord 
Vishnu reclines in the celestial ocean (the word also refers to Vishnu himself in his 
infinite form as the Viraat Purush) (38).” 

According to some versions, there are eight Dikpals. In this version, only the 
Brahma who is the patron deity of the zenith, and Anant or Vishnu who takes care of 
the nadir direction are removed. 

Hence, out of the ten Dikpaals, only eight are counted. These are the 
custodians or protectors of the eight directions as follows—Indra (the king of Gods) 
takes care of the east, Yama (the God of death) takes care of the south, Varun (Water 
God) takes care of the west, Kuber (the Gods’ treasurer) takes care of the north, Agni 
(the Fire God) takes care of the south-east, Surya (the Sun God) takes care of the 
south-west, Vayu (the Wind God) takes care of the north-west, and Ishan (Shiva) 
takes care of the north-east. 


Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 
182. 


`The Diggajs: There are said to be 8 ‘Diggaj’ who support the earth from eight 
directions or corners. These Diggajs are believed to be strong and muscular 
‘elephants’ stationed at eight strategic points in eight directions of the earth to support 
it from rolling or toppling over. The word ‘Diggaj’ itself means anyone who is very 
strong and muscular. 

According to the Purans, these eight directions and their respective Diggajs are 
the following—(i) in the north, the Diggaj (elephant) is known as ‘Saarvabhoum’; (ii) 
in the north-east, the Diggaj is known as 'Suprateek or Saptateek’; (iii) in the east, the 
Diggaj is known as ‘Airaawat’; (iv) in the south-east, the Diggaj is known as 
'Pundareek'; (v) in the south, the Diggaj is known as ‘Vaaman’; (vi) in the south- 
west, the Diggaj is known as ‘Kumud’; (vii) in the west, the Diggaj is known as 
‘Anjan’; and (viii) in the north-west, the Diggaj is known as ‘Pushpa-danta’. 

However, according to Valmiki's Ramayan, Baal Kand, Canto 40, verse nos. 
14, 18, 20 and 22, when king Sagar's sons went to dig the earth in search of the horse 
of the sacrifice that had gone missing, they saw only four Diggajs as follows—(1) in 
the east they saw the Diggaj named ‘Virupaaksha’, (ii) in the south, the Diggaj named 
'Maha-padma', (iii) in the west, the Diggaj named ‘Saumnas’ (pronounced as 
Saw+um-+nus), and (iv) in the north, the Diggaj named ‘Bhadra’. 

These Diggajs are referred to in Tulsidas' epic Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, 
Chaupai line no. 1 that preceded Doha no. 254 as well as Chaupai line no. 1 that 
precede Doha no. 260 in the context of Lord Ram breaking the bow. In the first 
instance, when Laxman became angry, these Diggajs shifted from the place out of 
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fear, and in the second instance Laxman alerted them to be careful and hold the earth 
properly so that it does not topple over when Lord Ram prepared to lift and break 
Lord Shiva’s bow in order to marry Sita. ] 
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jasu calata dolati imi dharani. carhata matta gaja jimi laghu tarani. 7. 
so'i ravana jaga bidita pratapi. sunehi na $ravana alika pralapi. 8. 


I am that Ravana who makes the earth shake whenever he walks on its surface! just 
like a boat that rocks on the water at the time a wild elephant steps into it. (7) 


Mind you, I am that world famous Ravana of whom I have told you just now. 

Oh you loud-mouthed and vain fellow who talks in an incoherent and delirious 
way about irrelevant things that have no substance in them (alika pralapi)! Say, have 
you never heard of me and my glories (that you babble about nonsense things)!? (8) 


[Note— Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes 
Doha no. 182.] 


dio. A wert we oy REA TN m eh PH SRI 

Xen fr Gat Get Get Sta AAT Ta TATU RA N 
doha. 
tehi ravana kahanř laghu kahasi nara kara karasi bakhana. 
rē kapi barbara kharba khala aba jana tava gyana. 25. 


How durst thou call that Ravana small, inept and inconsequential, and instead choose 
to praise the glories of a human being? 
Oh you uncivilised, lowly, wicked and ignorant monkey (kapi barbara 
kharba khala)! Now I have realised how much knowledge and intelligence you have! 
[To wit, now I understand that you are good for nothing, a complete idiot who 
does not even know what he is speaking about.|' (Doha no. 25) 
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suni aħgada sakopa kaha bani. bolu sambhari adhama abhimani. 1. 
sahasabahu bhuja gahana apara. dahana anala sama jasu kuthara. 2. 
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jasu parasu sagara khara dhara. büre nrpa aganita bahu bara. 3. 
tasu garba jehi dekhata bhaga. so nara kyom dasasisa abhaga. 4. 


When Angad heard what Ravana had to say, he became extremely enraged and struck 
back vehemently at Ravana, ‘Mind your words and what you say, oh you fallen and 
boastful fellow (adhama abhimanri). (1) 


[Now, Angad would cite an incidence where the great sage Parashuram—known for 
his fiery anger and quick temper, as he used to cut-off the head of anyone with whom 
he was annoyed, with his famed battle-axe—had come, fretting and fuming, to take 
revenge upon Lord Ram for breaking the bow of Lord Shiva which culminated in his 
marriage with Sita, but he had to finally surrender before the Lord as he was unable to 
vent his wrath upon him, surely because of Lord Ram's majesty as well as some 
supernatural powers and divine aura that he possessed which prevailed upon 
Parashuram to make him submissive and docile, and finally yield before the Lord. 
This episode is narrated in detail in Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 2 
that precedes Doha no. 268—to Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 285.] 


He (a reference to sage Parashuram) whose battle-axe was like a wild fire that could 
burn the dense forest symbolised by the thousand arms of Sahastrabahu', --- (2) 


--- And countless great warrior kings had drowned in the rapid current of the ocean 
symbolised by the sharp edges of whose battle-axe?, --- (3) 


--- Even his (i.e. sage Parashuram’s) pride of being an invincible warrior before 
whom no one could stand his ground (for the sage’s wrath was fiery as the fire, and 
his battle-axe was like the mighty ocean during a fierce storm that could capsize the 
largest of ships)—well even his pride was chased away (i.e. it was vanquished; 
subdued; neutralised) when he saw him (Lord Ram). 

[To wit, when sage Parashuram tried his best to raise his battle-axe to strike at 
Lord Ram and his brother Laxman to punish them, his strength failed him; his arms 
would not rise with the axe. This surprised the sage, and he wondered what may have 
caused him to fail to vent his ire. Surely there must be some mysterious reason which 
he initially failed to comprehend, but which gradually dawned upon his mind. By- 
and-by he realised who Lord Ram actually was, that he was not a human prince but 
the Supreme Lord himself in a human form, and with this realisation he immediately 
surrendered before the Lord and regretted for his angry behaviour.]° 

Oh you unfortunate ten-headed Ravana (dasasisa abhaga)! Is such a person a 
human being as you think and claim him to be? 

[To wit, don’t you have any intelligence in you to understand what is obvious? 
Are you so stupid? You call me stupid, but I think it is you who is one such. Well, tell 
me, if Lord Ram is an ordinary human being as you profess him to be, then would he 
have escaped the wrath of sage Parashuram who was famous for not sparing anyone 
whom he decided to punish? Parashuram had himself boasted of it when he said that 
he had eliminated countless kings who offended him by killing them in the battle- 
field, with his battle-axe. Say, would he have spared Lord Ram, especially when he 
had come with the express purpose to punish him for breaking Lord Shiva's bow”? 
Since Parashuram failed to harm the Lord—and he had himself wondered that there is 
surely some mystical reason why he is unable to harm the Lord, why his arms fail him 
in raising his axe against the Lord—surely then there must be some reason behind it. 
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Are you so big a fool that you are unable to add two and two together to arrive at an 
obvious conclusion, which is so evident that even a blind man would see it, that Lord 
Ram is surely and definitely not a human being, but a manifested form of the Supreme 
Being.] (4) 


[Note—'Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha 
no. 272. 

The story in brief is as follows: There was once a thousand-armed Kshatriya 
(warrior class) king known as 'Sahastraarjun' or ‘Arjun with a thousand hands’. Once 
he approached the Ocean and asked who was stronger than him. The Ocean told him 
that sage Jamdagni’s son Parashuram was a fit match for him and would welcome him 
in battle. Such was Sahastraarjun’s sense of ego and pride that he could not bear that 
someone stronger be there on earth in his presence. So he collected his huge army and 
went to the hermitage of sage Jamdagni. 

The sage duly welcomed the king and extended warm hospitality to him. 
Sahastraarjun was however astonished at the lavish way the forest-dwelling hermit 
had entertained him. So he wanted to know the reason. Upon finding out that the sage 
managed to do this miracle because he possessed a divine cow known as ‘Kamdhenu’ 
or Kapila cow which could produce anything desired in an instant, the greedy king 
was filled with jealousy. Driven by avarice and rapacity, he demanded that the sage 
give this cow to him. Obviously Jamdagni refused. So the king forcefully snatched the 
cow from him and in the ensuing tussle he killed Jamdagni. 

At that time, Jamdagni's brave son Parashuram was not there. When he 
returned, home he found his mother grieving. Coming to know of the reason, he 
immediately took the vow that he will eliminate all the Kshatriya kings from the 
surface of the earth by killing all of them. His mother had beaten her chest twenty-one 
times as a sign of mourning, so he declared that he will continue to wipe out the 
Kshatriya kings for an equal number of times, i.e. for twenty-one generations. 

He comforted his mother and attacked Sahastraarjun, severed all his thousand 
arms with his battle-axe and then killed him. {This story is narrated in Srimad 
Bhagwat's Aashwamedhik Parva. j 

Extremely peeved by the Kshatriya race to which this king belonged, 
Parashuram vowed to eliminate the entire race from the surface of the earth as a 
revenge for the killing of his father. This was the reason why Parashuram had fought 
and killed thousands of Kshatriyas to avenge the killing of his father by Sahastraarjun. 

A slight variation of this story appears in Mahabharat, Vanparva. According to 
this version, when the thousand-armed king known as ‘Sahastraajun’ had taken away 
Jamdagni's all wish fulfilling cow known as Kamdhenu, Parashuram rushed to cut all 
the arms of Sahatraarjun as punishment. Sahastraarjun's kith and kin came back to the 
hermitage of Jamdagni when Parashuram was not there, and took revenge by killing 
the sage. Parashuram's mother grieved and wailed. When Parashuram came back and 
discovered what had happened, he promised his mother that he would take revenge, 
and vowed to kill all the Kshatriya kings on the surface of the earth to avenge 
Sahatraarjun's killing of his father. So in this way he had also fulfilled the wishes of 
his mother. 

Sage Parashuram had avenged his father's death by killing the Kshatriya kings 
because one of the members of this race, king Sahastraarjun, had killed his father sage 
Jamdagni. 
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In Mahabharat, Shantiparva, Canto 49, verse nos. 45-47 it is mentioned that it 
was Sahatraarjun’s son who had stolen the Kamdhenu cow, and not Sahastraarjun 
himself. 

It ought to be noted that ‘Sahastraarjun’ is also known as ‘Sahastrabaahu’ 
because he had a thousand arms. 

Now, after unnecessarily killing so many innocent Kshatriya kings, who had 
committed no offence, just to avenge his father’s death at the hands of Sahastraajun, 
sage Parashuram was severely criticized by the community of Brahmins, which made 
the sage contrite and full of guilt. So, with a somber and disgusted mood, he went to 
the forest to do penance. At that time, sage Vishwamitra’s grandson named Paraavasu 
came to him and teased him, saying, ‘A fire sacrifice was done recently in which so 
many countless Kshatriya kings had come. But you did not kill any of them, thereby 
disobeying the promise you had made to your mother and have also violated your own 
vows. This is a sin in itself.’ Peeved and instigated, Parashuram rose immediately and 
went berserk, killing and hacking all the kings and their kith and kin at random. Their 
pregnant wives somehow escaped by hiding here and there. After this, Parashuram 
performed a Horse Sacrifice known as the ‘Ashwamedh Yajya’, and gave the entire 
land (earth) that he had snatched from the kings to sage Kashyap as donation or gift 
during this sacrifice. 

Sage Kashyap was wise, and he was worried that if some way out is not found 
then one day Parashuram will create such a situation by repeatedly killing kings that 
there would be no one to take care of the creatures who inhabit the planet, because the 
main function of the Kshatriya kings was to look after the welfare of the subjects of 
their kingdoms and protect the earth from marauding savages. 

So Kashyap told Parashuram, ‘Now that you have given me this earth as a gift, 
it belongs to me, and henceforth you have no right to kill any of its inhabitants 
(including of course the kings). You go to the shore of the southern ocean and do 
Tapa there.’ After this, Parashuram lived on the shore of the southern ocean during 
the day, and left the earth during the night. 

This version of the story is clearly mentioned in Valmiki Ramayan, Baal Kand, Canto 
75, verse nos. 25-26, and Canto 76, verse nos. 13-14. 


"Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 
232. 


Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 
280; and Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 284—to Chaupai line no. 7 that 
precedes Doha no. 285.] 
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[Chiding Ravana for calling Lord Ram an ordinary human, Angad uses some obvious 
analogies in the following four verses to drive home his point—that Lord Ram is not 
an ordinary man but a divine Being. | 
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Oh you obstinate and arrogant rascal (satha banga)! How come Lord Ram is a 
human being? Tell me, is Kamdeo (the patron god of passion) an ordinary warrior 
who holds a bow’? Is the river Ganges an ordinary river’? [The obvious answer is a 
firm ‘no’, that they aren’t so.] (5) 


Is it not foolish to call any sundry animal as being a *Sura-dhenu (the holy cow of the 

gods)’, or to say that the evergreen tree known as ‘Kalpa-taru’ has dried up^? 
Similarly, is giving food as alms (to the hungry) equivalent to an ordinary 

charity”, and is the ambrosia of life known as Amrit an ordinary juice (or liquid) 6? (6) 


[Note—'Kamdeo is the mythological god of love and passion. He holds a mystical 
bow symbolised by hidden passions in a creature, and he shoots arrows laced with 
passion, love and lust to subjugate the prey, the target, represented by the beloved 
whom the lover, the holder of the symbolic bow and the shooter of the arrow, wishes 
to capture. 

Kamdeo’s bow is made of a creeper bearing colourful flowers, and the flowers 
are the arrows themselves. Kamdeo does not hunt his prey by using hard bow or sharp 
arrows made of metal. So, it is wrong to equate him with an ordinary hunter or a 
warrior who would use conventional bow and arrow to shoot down the target. 


*River Ganges is regarded as a holy river descending from the heaven; it is the river of 
the gods. Therefore, it is not an ordinary terrestrial river like the rest of them. Hence, 
to call Ganges as merely a river will be undermining its holy character, and therefore 
wrong. 


*Sura-dhenu is also known as ‘Kamdhenu, the holy cow of the heaven which fulfils 
all wishes if worshipped and served with faith. So to compare it with an ordinary cow 
or any other four-footed animal would be nothing but stupidity. 


^The Kalpa-taru is the tree of heaven. It is an evergreen tree that grants everything one 
desires from it. It never dries up. So to say that the Kalpa-taru is dry is height of 
nonsense. 


‘Food sustains life; it is the basis of life; it has a divine element in it. No other gift is 
as precious as giving food to the needy. So therefore, to equate *food' with other 
ordinary forms of gifts or alms such as cloth, material goods etc., is foolish. 


°Amrit is the ambrosia that grants eternity; it has mystical powers to heal. So it cannot 
be likened to any other kind of juice or liquid.] 


ada wan ade Gears | Rafa oP SUA eur e N 
Oy alta citer seaport) ost fen vafer wa AHAT t c t 


bainateya khaga ahi sahasanana. cintamani puni upala dasanana. 7. 
sunu matimanda loka baikuntha. labha ki raghupati bhagati akuntha. 8. 
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Is the son of Vintaa (“bainatēya”; i.e. Garud, the legendary bird who is a mount of 
Lord Vishnu) an ordinary bird? 

Is the Sheshnath (the legendary celestial serpent who holds the universe on his 
thousand hoods) an ordinary serpent^? 

And oh the ten-headed’ Ravana, is ‘Chintamani’ (a unique gem that eliminates 
all worries) an ordinary stone"? (7) 


Oh you dull-witted fellow with an abysmally low intellect (matimanda)! Listen to 
me: Is Vaikuntha (the eternal heaven; the abode of Lord Vishnu; from where there is 
no coming back to this mortal world) an ordinary place or habitat”? 

Is having devotion for Lord Raghupati (Lord Ram) an ordinary reward or 
benefit that one can expect to have in this world®? (8) 


[Note— It is erroneous to call Garud an ordinary bird. It is derogatory to do so. 


*Likewise, it is absolutely inaccurate and unacceptable to liken the Sheshnath with an 
ordinary serpent. 


*Angad has called Ravana as a ‘ten-headed’ one to mean that a person with one head 
would not say such foolish things, but you have ten instead of just one head, which 
means you ought to be ten times more intelligent and wise than others, yet you are so 
dumb as to think and talk of such nonsense. 


^The Chintamani is a rare gemstone which removes all sorts of wants and worries in a 
person who possesses it. So it is surely not an ordinary gemstone. 


?Vaikuntha is the heaven where the soul finds eternity. It is a place where there is 
beatitude and bliss. It is the heavenly abode of Lord Vishnu, the cosmic form of the 
Brahm, the Supreme Being. Hence it cannot be compared to any other habitat, 
whether in this mortal world or even to other lower levels of heaven. 


*No, it isn't. Having ‘Bhakti’ or devotion for the Supreme Being, manifested as Lord 
Ram, is a very special spiritual blessing that only a few fortunate persons are able to 
avail.] 


a0. ated da Hr aie sessi sm | 
HALAS SIAM Hl WAS GA Ta Tat ATT 2G UI 
doha. 


sena sahita tava mana mathi bana ujari pura jari. 
kasa re satha hanumana kapi gaya'u jo tava suta mari. 26. 


Oh you stupid and wicked fellow (Satha)! Is Hanuman an ordinary monkey who had 
trashed and crushed your (false sense of) pride and ego along with the (imagined) 
might of your (so-called invincible) army, besides ruining your favourite garden 
(called the Ashok Van), burning your city (of Lanka), and killing your son (Akshaya 
Kumar)'? (Doha no. 26) 
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[Note—'To wit, you claim that you had vanquished the Digpals and the Diggajs very 
easily, and they are terrified of you (Chaupai line nos. 4-6 that precede Doha no. 25), 
and the earth trembles like a rocking boat on a rough sea when you move about in 
anger (Chaupai line nos. 4-6 that precede Doha no. 25), well tell me then, where was 
all your valour and strength and courage and the might of your arms, of which you 
boast so much, and of which you are so proud, at that time when Hanuman had caused 
so extensive damage to Lanka, trounced your army, crushed your pride and self- 
esteem, destroyed your garden, and worse, killed even your son? 

Well, why couldn’t you stop him; why couldn’t you punish him; why did you 
let him go unharmed from Lanka; where were your famed valour and strength and 
courage and might of arms at that time? Was it ever possible that Hanuman would 
have mustered courage to do what he did, and be successful in doing it all alone, 
inspite of the overbearing presence of your mighty self as well as your mighty army 
that surrounded him from all sides, if he was an ordinary ‘monkey’ as you think him 
to be? How dumb-witted and block-headed are you as to not see what is obvious and 
staring you in the face?] 


"dio. GLUE uke eque | woth a p verus i 9 Ul 
wif Get MU TH AT Bet | Tal SS Wen URS A AST 2 N 


caupa’. 


sunu ravana parihari catura't. bhajasi na krpasindhu raghura’. 1. 
jaum khala bha'esi rama kara drohi. brahma rudra saka rakhi na tohi. 2. 


[Angad continued—] Listen Ravana, to my (good and friendly) advice. Say, why 
don't you worship and adore Lord Ram (“raghura'?’; the Lord of the Raghu’s line of 
kings of Ayodhya) who is like an ocean of mercy, compassion and kindness 
(krpasindhu), after abandoning your stubborn nature, your obstinate hypocrisy, and 
your pretensions of being very clever and wise (parihari catura'l)'? (1) 


Oh you rascal (khala)! [I warn you that—] If you remain opposed and hostile to Lord 
Ram, then no one would be able to protect and save you, not even the creator Brahma 
nor Lord Rudra (Lord Shiva's that angry form which brings an end to creation)”. (2) 


[Note—'A similar idea is expressed in Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line 
no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 200. 


?Refer also to Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line nos. 7-8 that precede 
Doha no. 23, where a similar warning has been given to Ravana by Hanuman. ] 


We GM Vit ANS IT |W aT 3TH Ashe TCT 3 N 
da far rent afte ch aint ioe ent wa ar ory x Ul 
ada fat aan aa aT | AR A le SPT A UI 
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mürha brtha jani marasi gala. rama bayara asa ho'ihi hala. 3. 
tava sira nikara kapinha ke agern. parihahim dharani rama sara lagem. 4. 
te tava sira kanduka sama nana. khelihahim bhalu kisa caugana. 5. 


Oh you utter fool (mürha)! Don't brag and unnecessarily talk boastfully in a vain 
manner. If you are hostile to Lord Ram (and are determined to be so) then your fate 
will be that --- (3) 


--- Your heads would be cut off by Lord Ram's arrows, and they will fall to the 
ground in front of the monkeys (and bears, that constitute the Lord's army) --- (4) 


--- And the bears and the monkeys (bhalu kisa) will use your fallen heads as balls to 
play a game of football. [To wit, the bears and monkeys would kick your severed 
heads all around the battle-field like two teams play a game of football in a sports 
stadium.] (5) 


wate wur AAR tah | Seale sila Hae TE ATS Ul S Ul 
aa fen ates 3TH Wet TENT | ata foray STS[ WA SANT It 9 N 
Old FT Ue WENT | AT HET WE] SU Uf N 


jabahim samara kopihi raghunayaka. chutihahim ati karala bahu sayaka. 6. 
taba ki calihi asa gala tumhara. asa bicari bhaju rama udara. 7. 
sunata bacana ravana parajara. jarata mahanala janu ghrta para. 8. 


When Lord Ram (raghunayaka) becomes angry in the battle-field and shoots volleys 
of many sharp arrows (at you) --- (6) 


--- Tell me, will your boast and bluster work then; will you be able to save yourself by 
vain bravery and false valour? 

Think of it. Consider this matter seriously before it is too late. Be wise and 
prudent to realise that it will be in your own interest to pay homage to Lord Ram, who 
is gracious, charitable, magnanimous and benevolent by his very nature (rama 
udara)'.’ (7) 


When Ravana heard these words (of Angad), he flared up vehemently in anger, as if 
oil was poured in an already lighted fire. (8) 


[Note—' Angad basically advises Ravana to abandon his animosity and hostility with 
Lord Ram, to make amends and make friendship with him. Ravana ought not to have 
any doubts if Lord Ram would forgive him for the evil things he had done in the past, 
because the Lord is large-hearted and very kind and gracious; he is benevolent and 
magnanimous. So he will welcome Ravana without reservations, and the Lord will not 
do any thing that would embarrass Ravana in the least. 

But if Ravana continues with his foolishness and stubbornness to goes ahead 
to fight Lord Ram, then he is surely and definitely doomed. 

There are other places in the Text of “Ram Charit Manas’ where these glorious 
virtues of Lord Ram are highlighted—e.g. in Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 6 that 
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precedes Doha no. 57, Ravana’s spy named Suka also tells him exactly the same 
thing. | 


WO. BMH 3TH Sel TU Ya Ufer WenIft | 
Wh wenn fé Bae ferri eren gf u 29 N 
dóhà. 


kumbhakarana asa bandhu mama suta prasid'dha sakrari. 
mora parakrama nahim sunéhi jite'um caracara jhari. 27. 


[Ravana shouted back at Angad. He angrily said—] ‘I have a famous brother by the 
name of Kumbhakaran (literally one whose ears are large like a big pitcher or jar)’, 
and an equally famous son (named Meghanad) who had vanquished Indra (the king of 
gods)’. 

Have you not heard of my valour and achievements that I have conquered all 
the gods as well as every other creature in this creation? (Doha no. 27) 


[Note— Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line nos. 3-6 that precede 
Doha no. 180. 


*Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-3 that precede Doha 
no. 182. 

The story of Meghanad (so called because his voice was as loud and 
resounding as the clap of thunder) vanquishing Indra is narrated in (a) Anand 
Ramayan, Sarkand, Canto 13, verse nos. 78-81; and (b) Adhyatma Ramayan, Lanka 
Kand, Canto 2, verse nos. 50-54. Since Meghanad had conquered Indra, he is also 
called ‘Indrajeet’, one who has won Indra. 

This story in brief is this: Once, after conquering Varun (God of water) and 
Yama (God of hell), Ravana attacked Indra (the king of Gods). Indra captured Ravana 
and took him as a prisoner. When Meghanad heard of his father's imprisonment by 
Indra, he attacked heaven and not only freed his father Ravana but took Indra as a 
prisoner and brought him to Lanka. The creator Brahma then went to Lanka and 
prevailed upon Meghanad to free Indra by granting him (Meghanad) many boons to 
make a deal for freedom of Indra. 


*Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Doha no. 182 along with Chaupai line nos. 
4-13 and Chanda line nos. 1-4 that precede it.] 


do. we amra wit em ater Ris ses wes N g M 
arate GT stim ata Dg eile d Gq Ga Har 3 di 


caupa’. 


satha sakhamrga jori sahā'ī. bamdha sindhu iha'i prabhuta’. 1. 
naghahim khaga anéka barisa. sūra na hohim te sunu saba kisa. 2. 
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Ravana scornfully tried to prove Angad’s glorification of Lord Ram as completely 
contrary to facts by saying, tauntingly, ‘You blockhead (satha)! Is collecting a motley 
crowd of ‘monkeys’ (here the term is used in a derogatory sense) and getting a 
ramshackle bridge built over the surface of the ocean (to cross it) called valour, 
bravery, and a gallantry deed'? (1) 


Why, so many ordinary birds can easily cross the same ocean by simply flying over it, 
and none of these humble creatures do a great deed of bravery or gallantry by doing 
so. So therefore, what is the great deal in it (i.e. in Lord Ram crossing the ocean on a 
rickety bridge put in place by monkeys throwing boulders and rocks in the water, 
blocking its flow)? (2) 


[Note—'Ravana continued to use derogatory remarks for Lord Ram and undermine 
his greatness by arguing that certain events that recently happened certainly go to 
prove that the Lord was just an ordinary human being like the rest of them, and not 
the divine Being as he is portrayed to be by his loyal and sycophantic messengers, 
now Angad and previously Hanuman. 

All of Angad’s assertions about Lord Ram’s glory, majesty and greatness are 
hollow, and nothing but a biased effort at exaggeration and bending of facts to suit 
one’s view of the world, and to gloss over the dark reality by painting things with a 
colourful brush that lacks even the colour that is imagined to be painted. 

The term “monkey” is obviously used in a derogatory sense here, to mean 
jokers and foolish creatures who make a lot of vain noises, and who would jump and 
hop to please their masters. 


?To wit, Ravana asked Angad: “Tell me, what great achievement has been 
accomplished in getting across the ocean with the help of a bridge put in place by 
“monkeys”? There are so many birds who cross the ocean almost daily, and it is 
natural to them to do so. So will anyone call a bird brave for doing some gallantry 
deed for merely flying across the surface of the ocean, which is a matter of habit for 
them? 

If your Lord, whom you praise so much in lavish terms and are in some much 
awe of, actually had some divine and mystical powers, as you claim him to possess, 
then why couldn’t he just stand on the shore of the ocean, raise his two hands in the 
direction of Lanka, and order the ocean to part in the middle to form a pathway in this 
direction, by which he and his army could simply walk across? Or else, why couldn’t 
he use his so-called fiery and invincible arrows to just dry up the ocean or kill its 
deity, forcing the ocean to surrender, instead of pleading for a way across it, as he had 
actually done? 

Tell me, why could he not simply tell everyone to close their eyes for a while, 
wave his arms in a circle like a magician swings his wand to invoke some magical 
charm, and create the bridge by magic, using his mystical powers, so that when 
everyone opened their eyes they would see the bridge already built!? 

Well, well; don’t try to gloss over facts and turn them on their heads just to 
support things of your imagination, things that are conjured up by your hallucinating 
mind, things which are just that—colourful imaginations of a delirious mind—and 
nothing else. 

To wit, you fellows have been so conditioned to believe that your master, Lord 
Ram, is a divine Being, some supernatural Power; so you go around the world 
parroting the things you have been taught to believe, that you have become habituated 
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to believe, without using your own brains to see whether what you are saying makes 
any sense or not. That is why I call your crowd a collection of ‘monkeys’, a jostling 
crowd of cheap jesters and silly pranksters!"] 


UH YS AA TT AT UST |S TS TE AC AT AAT 3 N 
SS TAT STMT STUNT PenT 3T AT Bt Viste WERT Hx M 
ferorere Ho SRTST 1 yo Asta Tact AS ATT I tl 


mama bhuja sagara bala jala pūrā. jaham büre bahu sura nara sūrā. 3. 
bisa payodhi agadha apara. ko asa bira jo pa'ihi para. 4. 
digapalanha maim nira bharava. bhüpa sujasa khala mohi sunava. 5. 


Mind you; my strong arms are also like the mighty ocean, and they are filled with an 
immense reservoir of water symbolising the immensity and the greatness of my 
gallantry, strength, valour and powers. Countless gods and humans, who were brave, 
powerful, valiant and gallant in their own right, had been drowned in this ocean’. 

[To wit, I have vanquished, subdued and crushed all the powerful forces of 
this creation by the might of my arms. No one worth his name, who would like to call 
himself a brave, courageous and valiant warrior, has escaped me and whom I have not 
conquered. | (3) 


I have twenty such arms, and you can imagine the combined strength and power that 
they together possess. Well, where in this world is that brave warrior, who may boast 
of his valour and gallantry, that he would be able to measure up to the combined 
strength and majesty of my all the twenty arms, who could stand his ground before me 
and my might? [Surely there is none.]* (4) 


I have got this ‘ocean’ (symbolised by my arms) filled with water by forcing the 
mighty Dikpals (the many gods who are the custodians of the world) into submission’. 

And here you are, a wretched fellow, making me listen to false glories of a 
human king (i.e. of Lord Ram)?! (5) 


[Note— Here, Ravana compares his arms to the ocean, and their immense strength to 
the immeasurable volume of water that is present in the physical ocean. 


?The meaning of the analogy of the ‘ocean’ that Ravana uses is evident. He means 
that if Lord Ram could not overcome the obstacle created by an ordinary ocean, if he 
could not cross an ordinary reservoir of water known as the ocean that so many birds 
cross almost on a daily basis, how could the Lord imagine that he would be able to 
overcome (cross) another mighty 'ocean', symbolised by the combined might of 
Ravana's powerful arms, that is twenty times more formidable and difficult to 
overcome (to get across) than the ordinary water-filled reservoir that the world prefers 
to call an ocean? To wit, it's impossible; it's nothing but wild imagination. 


^«| have continuously vanquished one god after another, adding one feather after 
another to my glory, adding up to my tally of victories and gallantry deeds. The more 
conquests I make, the more power I add to my arms, because more number of gods 
are under my orders, and they would be forced to fight with me as my allies in any 
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conflict. This means each victory over gods adds to my strength and power as a king 
and ruler of the world.” 


“Here I am who had forced the mighty gods into submission, and you are compelling 
me to listen to your vain lecture lauding the imaginary glories of an ordinary human 
king whom you believe to be the supreme Lord. Woe to you and to your intelligence. 
I indeed pity you and your sick wisdom."] 


SÜ à WHO que aa arent (ur OPT eng SIT] TT TTT HG UI 
at sire wee enfe erem 1 fq a Ufa aed fé HST t 9 1 


wirft uera Peg aa ae Ut ao cafe Past wae wg t e t 


jaum pai samara subhata tava natha. puni puni kahasi jasu guna gatha. 6. 
tau basitha pathavata kehi kaja. ripu sana priti karata nahim laja. 7. 

haragiri mathana nirakhu mama baht. puni satha kapi nija prabhuhi sarahü. 
8. 


If your Lord, whom you repeatedly praise so much in glowing terms, is really as 
brave, strong, powerful and courageous as you claim him to be (or make him out to 
be), why then, tell me, is he sending a messenger. Ain't he ashamed of himself and his 
valour for trying to make peace with an arch enemy?! (6-7) 


Oh you stupid monkey (satha kapi)! First look here at my robust and powerful arms 
that had moved even the mighty heavenly abode of Lord Shiva, known as 'Mt. 
Kailash’, and then praise your (weak and imbecile) Lord (Sri Ram)’. (8) 


[Note—'*Is your so-called brave, powerful and bold Lord not ashamed to send an 
emissary to try to make peace with someone who has abducted his wife, and who 
refuses to give her back? Is this not enough an evidence of his cowardice and false 
pretensions of valour? How great a fool you are not to understand this? 

Why is your Lord, of whom you say that he is very brave and powerful, 
sending a peace emissary to his arch enemy; isn't he ashamed to strike a deal with 
someone who has stolen his wife? Why does he not straightforward come and fight 
with me and take away his wife by trouncing me in an honourable fight, instead of 
attempting a shameful truce? Surely it indicates he is afraid of facing me in the battle- 
field, and so is trying to find a face-saving formula." 

Angad answers this sarcastic remark later on in Chaupai line nos. 1-5 that 
precede Doha no. 30 which we shall be reading soon. 


^«Indeed, if you look at my robust arms and understand how strong and powerful they 
are, had you known that I had easily lifted Mt. Kailash where Lord Shiva lives, which 
obviously is not a joke, surely you would not have boasted about the glory of your 
own Lord (Sri Ram). So, either you don't know who I actually am or about my 
achievements, or you are a completely good-for-nothing blockhead."] 


a0. At ene Wer Ulta Terent chile wife Ata | 
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E Set Slat STI AY AN ATS TTT Ul 32 N 
doha. 


sura kavana ravana sarisa svakara kati jehim sisa. 
hune anala ati harasa bahu bara sakhi gaurisa. 28. 


Where is another brave and courageous person in this world who can compare himself 
with Ravana because he had voluntarily, and cheerfully, offered his own heads as a 
sacrifice in the sacred fire'? Lord Shiva, the husband of Gauri (goddess Parvati; 
“gaurisa”’), is a witness of this remarkable heroic deed of his. (Doha no. 28) 


[Note— This incident is narrated in Anand Ramayan, Sarkand, Canto 13, verse nos. 
49-50.] 


"dio. wee ferire wate ure | fate ch fen sien Frat aren 9 ul 
AT ch Ht BG Gel eat pgs wr fates fnr arate i 211 
"rs wa Safest are ate Wn | ferent farther sts uie s ua M 
at a act Ge Wa art oft oP ete cst Ufer cart Uv t 


caupat. 


jarata biloke'um jabahirn kapala. bidhi ke likhe anka nija bhala. 1. 

nara kém kara apana badha bamci. hasé'um jani bidhi gira asarmici. 2. 

so'u mana samujhi trasa nahim morer. likha biranci jaratha mati bhorem. 3. 
ana bira bala satha mama agém. puni puni kahasi laja pati tyagém. 4. 


[Ravana continued—] ‘At the time when my severed heads (that I had voluntarily 
offered to the fire sacrifice to please the creator Brahma) were being roasted in the 
sacrificial fire, I saw that Brahma (the creator of the world, and the god who 
determines the destiny of all living beings) had subtly written on my forehead! that I 
shall die at the hands of a human being. When I read it, I laughed to myself as it 
would make a liar of Brahma himself, because it would prove that Brahma's words 
were false and inconsequential’. (1-2) 


Even though I had read it yet I wasn’t alarmed, for I was sure that Brahma had written 
this by mistake because he is old, and one who is advanced in age usually commits 
errors’. (3) 


Oh you stupid and blockhead of a fellow (satha)! How durst you repeatedly sing 
praises of another warrior before me by abandoning all traces of shame and remnants 
of self-respect that you might have? (4) 


[Note—'It is believed that the destiny of all creatures is written by the creator Brahma 
on an individual’s forehead at the time of birth. This ‘writing’ is like an edict etched 
or engraved on stone, and it cannot be either changed or erased. 
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^Here Ravana is twisting facts to suit him. Actually it was Ravana himself who had 
asked the creator Brahma to exempt the humans from the list of those from whom he 
wished to have protection—such as from the gods, spirits, other creatures in the 
world, including the demons etc. 

This episode is narrated in: (a) Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line 
nos. 3-5 that precede Doha no. 177; (b) Anand Ramayan, Sarkand, Canto 13, verse 
nos. 49-52; (c) Adhyatma Ramayan, Lanka/Yudha Kand, Canto 2, verse nos. 10-15; 
and (d) Valmiki’s Ramayana, Lanka Kand, Canto 10, verse nos. 10-26 . 

The story in brief is this: When Brahma was pleased by Ravana’s sacrifice, in 
which he had offered his own heads as offerings to the sacred fire, and appeared 
before him to ask him to seek boons of his choice, he (Ravana) had demanded 
invincibility and immunity from death at the hands of almost all living beings of 
virtually all denominations who he thought could overcome and kill him. Brahma 
thought to himself that this is impossible, because everyone who has taken birth in 
this mortal world must die; even the gods of heaven, including Brahma himself, has a 
fixed time of lifespan. No one except the Supreme Being known as ‘Brahm’, who is a 
personified form of cosmic Consciousness, is eternal, imperishable and infinite. 

Brahma thought over the matter quickly, and he quietly summoned Saraswati, 
the goddess of wisdom and speech, and as quietly instructed her to exercise her 
mystical powers immediately for the sake of the good of this creation by casting her 
spell of delusions over Ravan’s mind and intellect. So, Ravana’s wisdom got warped, 
and he invited his own doom by thinking that if all the great powers in this world, 
such as the gods, both senior and junior, and the demi-gods such as Yakshas (spirits), 
Naagas (the lords of the subterranean world) etc, as well as the demons who had 
similar strength and powers as these entities, in short all the worthwhile powers-that- 
be in this creation could harm him any longer, how does the human race, whose 
members are by nature physically weak and scared of facing even ordinary wild 
animals in the forest, matter? 

So, in his overconfidence and arrogance, that after Brahma’s boons—and once 
he had conquered the gods after being protected by these boons—there would be no 
one left in this creation who would dare face him, he exempted the humans from the 
list of those from whom he wished to acquire immunity from death, or from whom he 
had any kind of fear. He regarded the humans as inconsequential and irrelevant like a 
small piece of twig or blade of grass that could be easily trampled upon, crushed and 
squashed under his mighty foot which would squeeze the valour and strength and 
power out of everyone of any worth in this creation, such as the gods and the demons. 

Put simply, Ravana thought that if he conquered the powerful gods of heaven, 
there would be no fear from the human race because these humans themselves seek 
the blessing and protection of gods in whatever they do. So if their benefactors and 
patrons and protectors are conquered, the naturally docile and inherently coward 
human race will feel helpless and unprotected, and would therefore its members, the 
humans, would durst never oppose Ravana or pose any kind of threat to him, nor 
create any problem for him. 

This exemption of the humans from the list of those from whom Ravana 
sought protection and immunity from any harm was like him putting the nail to his 
own coffin, for this little chink in his armour, which he himself made, laid the 
foundation of his ultimate death. Later on Lord Vishnu would assume the human form 
of Lord Ram and exploit this loophole in Ravana’s defences to get rid of him in the 
Epic War of Lanka. 
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This episode of Lord Vishnu assuring the gods and mother earth that he would 
come down to earth as a human being, in the form of Lord Ram, to eliminate the 
scourge of Ravana, is narrated in Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 4 
that precedes Doha no. 184—to Chaupai line no. 6 that precede Doha no. 188. 


?Ravana acknowledges that alarm bells are ringing inside his heart; that he fears that 
the exemption to the human beings that he granted at the time when Brahma was 
giving him boons has now come to haunt him as a ghost, a spectre of the Death God. 

But he tries to hide his fear by deceiving himself, making himself believe that 
perhaps Brahma had made some errors in putting it in “writing’—that he will die at 
the hands of a human being—while fixing his fate and penning the document of his 
destiny. It was an error on the part of Brahma to do so, because Ravana had merely 
‘exempted’ the human being from the list of those from whom he demanded 
protection, but that does not mean he said ‘let me be killed by a man’. Of course not, 
for it was not, and would never be, his intention to die at the hands of a humble 
creature like a man when he wanted immunity from death from all the mighty powers- 
that-be in this world. It would be ridiculous to expect, and a height of nonsense to 
believe, that Ravana would invite his own death by asking Brahma in specific terms 
that ‘a man could kill me’ when he had sought a blanket immunity from death from 
all the mighty and powerful entities of creation, such as the gods, the demons, the 
spirits, and the rest of the creatures, small and big. 


“Brahma is depicted as an aged patriarch of creation, a great-grandfatherly figure. So 
Ravana says that probably Brahma had made a mistake in ‘writing’ something down 
as being asked by Ravana himself, when the fact was that he had merely said that he 
‘exempted’ the humans from the list of those from whom he seeks protection. That 
does not mean that he sought ‘death from humans’. 


Ravana tries to shame Angad and put him on the defensive by emphasising that the 
latter does not know the might of the former that he chooses to sing laurels of a 
human being, here meaning Lord Ram. 

As we have observed earlier in this discussion, Brahma had instructed goddess 
Saraswati to cast her magic spell that created delusions in Ravana’s mind and 
intellect. Hence, he continued to remain in a world of illusions, a world of his own 
imagination, thinking that Lord Ram is a human being inspite of being warned to the 
contrary on various occasions. | 
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so bhujabala rakhehu ura ghali. jitehu sahasabahu bali bali. 8. 
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Quoth Angad (as a sharp rejoinder as a step to the final showdown, employing the 
same sarcastic and contemptuous tone as used by Ravana) to lambaste Ravana, ‘Oh 
Ravana; surely there is no one in this world who has more shame and greater self- 
respect than you have! (5) 


Indeed, to be modest and humble is your inherent nature, and truly you never boast of 
your achievements with your own mouth! (6) 

Surely then, it is perhaps for this reason (that you are modest and never boast 
of your achievements) that you have repeatedly spoken, twenty times', of the tale 
concerning your heads (that you had cut repeatedly) and the mountain (i.e. Mt. 
Kailash that you had lifted)? which you had remembered. 

[To wit, since these were the only two achievements you had, and none else 
whatever which you could cite or recall, you have repeatedly spoken about them 
umpteen number of times. Surely this is being modest; surely also you have a lot of 
self-respect that you wish to keep reminding yourself, and remind others as well, 
about these fantastic successes that no one else in this creation had achieved.] (7) 


And why have you concealed in your bosom about the failure of the same strength of 
your arms that had failed you when you had faced and were humiliated by 
Sahastrabaahu (the one with a thousand arms)’, Bali (the king of the subterranean 
world)* and Baali (Angad's father)? 

[To wit, why couldn't you employ your mighty arms by which you had lifted 
Mt. Kailash, or the valour and the courage with which you had cut-off your heads, at 
the time when you were subjected to abject humiliation at the hands of the three great 
warriors mentioned here? You prefer to speak repeatedly about lifting Mt. Kailash 
and offering of heads to the fire sacrifice, then why not even once of how you fared in 
your face-off with these three great warriors I have named above?] (8) 


[Note— Speaking twenty times about anything” is a figure of speech to mean that a 
person repeatedly tells the same old thing over and over again, making a mockery of 
himself and giving the impression of a vain man who talks ridiculous things. It looks 
like a big joke upon himself. 

This is to answer Ravana's taunt that Angad is repeatedly praising Lord Ram 
before him—apropos: verse no. 4 herein above. 


*Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, (a) Chaupai line nos. 1-3 that precede 
Doha no. 25; and (b) Doha no. 28 along with Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes it. 


^Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 15-16 that precede 
Doha no. 24. 


^Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 13-14 that precede 
Doha no. 24. 


?^Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Doha no. 24.] 
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sunu matimanda dehi aba pura. katern sisa ki ho'i'a sura. 9. 
indrajali kahum kahi'a na bira. kata'i nija kara sakala sarira. 10. 


Listen oh you blockhead and one with an abysmally low intellect (matimanda)! 
Answer me: Does anyone become a great warrior, and acquire fame and honour, by 
getting his head cut off? 

[To wit, it is something to be highly ashamed of and extremely derogatory for 
a gallant and courageous warrior to speak of his own head being cut off. It is the most 
dishonourable and ignoble of things to ever happen to any man of dignity and respect. 
But the irony is that you, Ravana, boast of it; you speak as if it is something very great 
to have happened to you, instead of being ashamed of it.] (9) 


Look, a magician performing tricks too cuts off his head with his own hands as part of 
his act, but does anyone call him a great warrior’? (9) 


[Note—'Angad has used this logic of a magician cutting off the head of an actor, say 
his assistant, on stage while performing his usual tricks to entertain the audience, to 
prove that Ravana's boast of cutting his heads is no great deal. Everyone knows that 
the head cutting by the magician is illusionary, but during the course of the act it 
appears to be real-life. 

Similarly, Ravana seems to living in a fool’s paradise if he feels that the world 
is very impressed by this act of cutting off his own head. Probably he had cut them in 
an act of illusion to cheat Brahma to grant him boons. Yes, it is possible that he may 
have done so because demons are known to have magical powers by which they could 
do things others couldn't.] 
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jarahim patanga moha basa bhara bahahim khara brnda. 
te nahim sura kahavahim samujhi dekhu matimanda. 29. 


Oh you coxcomb, blockheaded fellow (matimanda), think for yourself. So many 
moths get attracted towards a flame (of a candle or lamp), because of their love for its 
brilliant light, and get burnt as a consequence; and donkeys carry burden on their 
backs (thinking that their master loves them and has preferred them over others to 
serve him, and it's a sort of tribute to their strength and stamina)'. 

Ponder over the matter and tell me: are they (the moths and the donkeys) 
doing some valiant deed, are they heroes to be acclaimed and sung for their 
marvellous achievement?! (Doha no. 29) 


[Note—'To wit, would anyone not like to call the moths fools to get themselves thus 
burnt, and the donkeys laughable for breaking their backs and wearing themselves out 
for nothing that would actually benefit them? Neither of them, the moth or the 
donkey, are doing something great that would invite honour and applause. Rather, 
both of them, the moth and the donkey, are making a fool out of themselves, the moth 
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by going to the flame and dancing around it to die by getting roasted alive, and the 
donkey by trudging along the path, tiring out its legs and breaking its back, bearing 
heavy load on its back. Say, if the moth chirps and the donkey brays proudly that they 
have been valiant, and had done a gallant and glorious deed, wouldn’t one laugh at 
their stupidity and call them utterly dumb? 

Similarly, no case is made out in Ravana’s favour, quoth Angad, to showcase 
his valour and glory that deserve any kind of applause and honour by the two proofs 
he has given, one of cutting his heads, and the second of lifting Mt. Kailash. It is just 
like moths voluntarily jumping in the fire to burn themselves because the creator had 
destined their death in this ignominious manner, and the donkeys lifting burdens 
because they are meant to do so by the creator who made them beasts of burden. 

Angad uses this analogy of the moth and the donkey to deflate Ravana’s 
inflated ego and ridicule him for his false self-praise.] 
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caupat. 


aba jani batabarhava khala karahi. sunu mama bacana mana pariharahi. 1. 
dasamukha maim na basithim aya'um. asa bicari raghubira pathaya'um. 2. 
bara bara asa kaha'i krpala. nahirn gajari jasu badhem srkala. 3. 

mana mahum samujhi bacana prabhu kere. sahe'um kathora bacana satha 
tere. 4. 

nahirn ta kari mukha bharjana tora. lai jate'um sitahi barajora. 5. 


[After countering Ravana's boastful assertions of his gallantry and glory, Angad told 
him bluntly why he had come to his court.] 


Angad said, ‘Oh you wicked fellow (khala)! Don't prolong the vain arguments any 
further; stop futile wrangling, and listen to me. Abandon your haughtiness and 
arrogance. [Stop useless loud talking and wasting your time and energy; cool down 
and be practical.] (1) 


Oh ten-mouthed Ravana (dasamukha)'! Mind you, I have not come as a humble 
messenger to pitifully plead with you. [Don't think that I have come to request you for 
some concession because we are scared of you, or we are in awe of your might, that 
we don't want to fight with you. Perish the thought if, per chance, you have it. Don't 
be deluded into thinking that we are cowards, and when we discovered how mighty 
and powerful you are after landing in Lanka, by the sight of your mighty army, we are 
trying to wriggle out of a sticky situation in which we have landed by putting up a 
brave face, but internally are sore afraid of you. So we are making feverish attempts 
to settle the dispute and avoid the war, and it is for this reason our Lord Ram has sent 
me^. No, no, not at all. The reason for my coming here is quite different. It is this—] 
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I have been sent by the brave Lord of Raghus (“raghubira”; i.e. Lord Ram) 
because he thought [2]; why yes indeed, the gracious and compassionate Lord 
(krpala) has repeatedly said that “A lion does not get any glory by killing a jackal”! 
[3]. 2-3) 


Keeping in mind the words of my Lord (Ram), I am constrained, you wicked fellow 
(satha), to tolerate your sharp, nasty and impertinent words (sahe'um kathora 
bacana). (4) 


Had it not been for that reason‘, I would have smashed your face (and all your ten 
mouths with it), and then I would have forcibly taken Sita back with me (to restore 
her to Lord Ram). (5) 


[Note— The use of the word *dasamukha", meaning ten mouths, is significant. It 
means Ravana was speaking very loudly and rambling on in a confusing manner, 
speaking with all his ten mouths at the same time, making it difficult to comprehend 
as to what he was saying. Angad ridiculous him for speaking thus, for it made a joker 
out of him. 

Speaking with ten mouths simultaneously also means Ravana was ten times 
more boastful and haughty as compared to anyone else. 


? Angad refers to the earlier taunt of Ravana when the latter asked him: “Why is your 
Lord, of whom you say that he is very brave and powerful, sending a peace emissary 
to his arch enemy; isn’t he ashamed to strike a deal with someone who has stolen his 
wife? Why does he not straightforward come and fight with me and take away his 
wife by trouncing me in an honourable fight, instead of attempting a shameful truce? 
Surely it indicates he is afraid of facing me in the battle-field, and so is trying to find a 
face-saving formula.” {Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 
6-7 that precede Doha no. 28.} 


*Here, Ravana is likened to a ‘jackal’, and Lord Ram to the ‘lion’. Angad means that 
Lord Ram wishes to avoid slaying Ravana because it would be a shameful thing for 
him to do so. So Angad was sent to find out a way if this killing of Ravana could be 
avoided in an honourable way, because the Lord thought that Ravana’s killing would 
be too mean a deed for him to do, for Ravana had no stature and standing, by any 
measure, when compared to Lord Ram. It is a established principle that one gets glory 
and acclaim only when one defeats his enemy who is of the same strength, has the 
same stature as a nobleman and warrior, and occupies the same social status and 
moral standing as himself. To fight and defeat someone lowly in any measure of way 
will bring nothing except infamy and ridicule upon the conqueror or the victor; his 
victory would be worse then his defeat at the hands of a contender of equal stature. 


“Angad poured boiling oil on injured Ravana’s self-respect when he mocked at him, 
saying sarcastically: “Oh you haughty rascal! Had it not been improper for a great 
warrior to kill a lowly fellow as you are, just like it is improper for a lion to kill a 
jackal as my Lord Ram had said, or if it would not have violated my dear Lord Ram’s 
injunction against doing it, I would have crushed you and viciously smacked your 
faces, and then I would have taken Sita back to Lord Ram even while you would have 
been wiggling in pain and making feeble sounds of agony while licking your wounds 
like a wounded jackal."] 


1351 


WAS Fa Tet BIT MT at aft state UAT tg t 
a fatter ufa ret oat | À tgah Aah ent FAT t o 
wit awe smmmafe Sts i cife ca ste eniqen HTH dé 


jané'um tava bala adhama surari. sünern hari anihi paranari. 6. 
taim nisicara pati garba bahüta. maim raghupati sevaka kara dita. 7. 
jaum na rama apamanahi dara'üm. tohi dekhata asa kautuka kara'üm. 8. 


[Berating Ravana and ridiculing him further, Angad continued—] 


Oh you sinful and fallen enemy of the gods (adhama surārī)! Verily, I have come to 
realise how strong, courageous, powerful and valiant you are indeed: for you had 
stolen another person’s wife when you found her alone’! (6) 


[There is no comparison between you and me. Do you know why? Well, I shall tell 
you—] Oh the king of demons (nisicara)! You are very haughty, egoist and arrogant. 
I, on the other hand, am a (humble) messenger of him (Sugriv) who himself is a 
humble servant of Lord Raghupati (Lord Ram’). (7) 


If I had not been afraid of doing anything that would amount to causing an insult to 
Lord Ram for violating his injunctions, for it is outrageous for me to even think of 
anything of the sort, then mind you, I would have done something so exceptional and 
fantastic that it would have amazed you a lot. (8) 


[Note—'Angad’s observation is obviously laced with heavy sarcasm. Only a jackal 
would steal meat from a lion’s prey when the lord of the jungle is not paying 
attention. If Ravana was as brave and powerful as he claims himself to be, why didn’t 
he fight with Lord Ram face-to-face and defeat him to claim the Lord’s wife as a 
trophy if he was indeed bent in bringing her to Lanka, instead of hiding and stealthily 
abducting her while her husband was away hunting. {Refer: Ram Charit Manas, 
Aranya Kand, Doha no. 28 along with Chaupai line nos. 7-16 that precede it. } 


?To wit, all of us who serve Lord Ram are modest, humble, unpretentious and 
gracious. My lord is Sugriv, and he is the king of the monkey race like you are the 
king of the demon race. But unlike you, fortunately Sugriv is not haughty and 
arrogant, nor is he a pretentious and boastful person who speaks in vain. We are all 
humble servants of our supreme Lord, Sri Ram. We have learnt to practice the virtues 
of modesty and humility by being with Lord Ram and serving him, for the Lord does 
not like these negative traits in his followers and companions.] 
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tohi pataki mahi séna hati caupata kari tava ga'um. 
tava jubatinha saméta satha janakasutahi lai ja'um. 30. 


[Do you wish to know what I would have done? Listen then—] 


I would have, oh you wicked rascal (Satha), dashed you to the ground (tohi pataki 
mahi), killed your entire army (sena hati), and after destroying your village (place; 
Lanka; *caupata kari tava ga'um"), I would have taken all your women (in a 
procession) to Lord Ram, with the daughter of Janak (1.e. Sita) leading them from the 
front (tava jubatinha saméta satha janakasutahi lai ja'umi). (Doha no. 30) 
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caupat. 


jaum asa karaum tadapi na bara't. mu'ehi badhem nahim kachu manusa'. 1. 
kaula kamabasa krpina bimürha. ati daridra ajasi ati burha. 2. 

sada rogabasa santata krodhi. bisnu bimukha $ruti santa birddhi. 3. 

tanu posaka nindaka agha khani. jivata sava sama caudaha prani. 4. 

asa bicari khala badha'umi na tohi. aba jani risa upajavasi mohi. 5. 


In all sooth, I desist from doing all this (as I said I would have done in Doha no. 30 
herein above) because I shall gain no fame by doing it; I am reluctant to do what I 
would have liked to do for it is no great deal to do things that aren't up to the 
standard. Say, what gallantry is there, what glory is to be gained by killing someone 
who is already on the verge of death; what bravery is shown by slaying a dying 
person, for he will die nevertheless? (1) 


[I shall now list certain categories of persons killing whom is a highly shameful act.] 
Those who follow decadent forms of worship (Kaula)', those who are pervert and 
lustful (Kamabasa), those who are great misers and greedy (krpina), those who are 
extremely foolish and ignorant (bimürha), those who are excessively poor and 
poverty-stricken (ati daridra), those who are tainted with ill-fame and scarred by 
ignominy because of some infamous misdeed (ajas!), those who are very old (ati 


burha) [2], --- 


--- Those who are always sick (Sada rogabasa), those who remain always angry 
(santata krodhi), those who are opposed to Lord Vishnu (“bisnu bimukha"; i.e. 
those who don’t believe in Lord God; atheists), those who defy and are hostile to the 
Vedas (scriptures) as well as saintly persons (Sruti santa birodhr) [3], --- 


--- Those who are so selfish, foolish or ignorant that they are only interested in taking 
care of their own gross mortal body (i.e. who are so stupid that they are not bothered 
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about the welfare of their soul, which is their ‘true self? instead of the body; and are so 
selfish that they do they think about the welfare of others in the society) (tanu 
posaka), those who habituated to find faults with others (and never see anything good 
in them) (nindaka), and those who a veritable mine of sins and evilness (agha 
khan). 

These above fourteen categories of people are as good as dead bodies even 
though they are still alive, and therefore it is not worth the while to kill any of them’. 
[Angad likens Ravana with these fallen people, and says he is reluctant to kill him for 
this reason. ] [4] (2-4) 


Oh you wicked fellow (khala)! That is why I am not killing you. Don’t provoke me 
any further and don’t stoke my anger any longer (because I may lose my patience).’ 


(5) 


[Note—'The word “kaula” refers to those who indulge in morally bad practices in the 
name of worshipping their deity, such as drinking liquor, killing other creatures on the 
excuse of making animal sacrifice, eating meat of the sacrificed poor animal 
pretending that it is sanctified food, and indulging in sexual orgies in the guise of 
saying they are on a high because they are possessed by some spirit. Killing such 
people is in itself a sinful deed, for they are so full of evil that spilling their blood 
would spoil one’s own hands. 


“It is because such people are so deep a mine of evil and sinfulness, or a fountainhead 
from where negativity emanates and spreads forth in the surrounding world, that they 
are like stinking dead bodies. A dead body starts decaying soon and becomes so 
harmful that if one remains for a long time near it, one would show signs of some 
serious illness, such as nausea and vomiting, because of the foul stink emanating from 
the decaying body, and the whole atmosphere gets so polluted that infectious diseases 
are caused if the corpse is not disposed off soon. 

The idea is that the people belonging to the categories listed here are no better 
than maggots in the society; they are like a corpse which only creates problems 
instead of being of any good to others. How mad and ugly would it look for a man if 
goes to dismember a dead body, to kill his enemy who has already turned into a 
corpse! 

Angad says that even if he thought of finding some way of killing Ravana— 
and later on explaining his deed by finding some excuse to convince his Lord Ram 
that the killing of Ravana had become imperative in a particular situation—still he 
would not commit this evil deed as it would be a very lowly thing for him to do. He 
likens Ravana with all the fallen creatures listed here.] 
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katu jalpasi jara kapi bala jakem. bala pratapa budhi teja na takem. 8. 


]Hearing the contemptuous and scornful way Angad rebuked Ravana (in full demon 
court), the latter became furious (for Angad's words seemed like molten lead being 
poured into the ears of Ravana).] 

Ravana, the lord of the demons (nisicara natha), was filled with excessive 
wrath and bitterness, bit his lips with his teeth and wringed his hands in utter 
indignation, and thundered with a fiery tone, --- (6) 


‘Oh you lowly and vile monkey (ré kapi adhama), woe betide you, for it seems 
certain that you wish to die (marana aba cahasi). You are small and 
inconsequential, but you have crossed all limits of decency and decorum by speaking 
with a big mouth. (7) 


Oh you dumb-witted and vulgar monkey (jara kapi)! He (Lord Ram), on whose 
strength you have so boastfully uttered such sharp and nasty words (katu), has no real 
strength, glory, intelligence and majesty at all.’ (8) 


a0. a st wiht cle dhe fuer aaa | 
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doha. 


aguna amana jani tehi dinha pita banabasa. 

so dukha aru jubati biraha puni nisi dina mama trasa. 31 (a). 
jinha ke bala kara garba tohi a'ise manuja aneka. 

khahim nisacara divasa nisi mürha samujhu taji teka. 31 (b). 


[Now, Ravana justifies his assertion made in the last verse herein above, implying that 
Lord Ram is of no consequence for him.] 


[Ravana continued—] ‘His (Lord Ram’s) father (king Dasrath of Ayodhya) had sent 
him to forest exile because he felt that his son was worthless and had no good 
qualities in him, that he was unfit to ascend the throne and rule the kingdom, and that 
he would bring only infamy to the family (if he is anointed as a king). 

On the one hand he (Lord Ram) is smarting from the grave insult and 
disrepute that this disinheritance by his own father as brought to him, added to it is the 
misery from intense grief caused by losing his wife, and his misfortunes are further 
compounded by the knowledge of the immensity of my valour, majesty, strength and 
powers which have instilled a mortal fear of me in his bosom!. (Doha no. 31-a) 


The demons are accustomed to devouring, on a routine basis, every day and night, so 
many human beings like the one whom you praise so much. [This is a reference to 
Lord Ram.] 
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Oh you complete fool (mürha)! Understand it^, and leave aside your 
stubbornness (which is misleading you by clouding your reasoning and intellect).’ 
(Doha no. 31-b) 


[Note— Ravana told Angad: “Listen you fool. All the misfortunes that have befallen 
your Lord must have sapped his energy and killed his desire to live an honourable life. 
Is it not a matter of shame that one’s father throws him out of the house; is it not a 
further matter of shame that his wife is stolen by someone and he is unable to protect 
her? This most unfortunate person, who is already suffering from excessive grief and 
pain caused by an injury to his self-respect, would first try his best to recover his wife, 
so he makes desperate attempts to trace her. He goes here and there frantically, and 
even gets a lead about her whereabouts. Then he reaches the place where he is 
informed his beloved wife is kept. But then he faces an insurmountable obstacle, for 
to get her back he has to overcome her captive who is so powerful and strong that the 
poor fellow dares not confront him out of fear of his own life. 

This in a nut-shell is the story of your famed Lord! All the misfortunes and 
miseries and grief that has overwhelmed him must have by now sapped all his energy 
and weakened his resolve; he must have lost all courage and strength to bear any more 
of it. Surely and certainly, he must have lost his will to fight me to reclaim his wife. 

Initially he may have gathered courage to wander in the forest to search for her 
in the hope of finding her somewhere, and I acknowledge that he persevered enough 
to collect a ramshackle army of untrained monkeys and bears to build a bridge across 
the ocean and land in Lanka. But though he had managed to keep a brave face 
externally, internally he is full of doubt and uncertain of himself when he came to 
know of me and my reputation, that it was I who had taken away his wife, and that he 
has to fight with me to get her back. At this very thought he must have balked; the 
idea must have seemed an impossible objective for him to achieve. 

Thus, having so lost his courage and confidence internally, he wishes now to 
find a face-saving formula, and that is why he sends a messenger to explore the 
possibility of getting his wife back without having to face me in the battle-field. He is 
so obsessed with the fear of me that he won’t have the courage to stand his ground in 
the battle-field. 

And you (Angad) are so big a blockhead that you can’t piece two and two 
together to make four. Oh you fool; why don’t you see through the things, and why 
are wasting your energy trying to advocate for a lost cause.” 


*“Don’t you know anything about the demon race? Humans are our staple food, and 
tell me yourself is anyone afraid of what he eats? But still you go on and on in a 
rambling manner heaping praises on a human being, without realizing that the human 
race is a staple food for the demons. We chomp them like carrots and radish; we 
munch at them for snacks and meals. Are you so great a fool not to understand that 
the demon army, which is ferocious by its nature, would become more fierce when it 
is hungry, and when I unleash my starved demon warriors on you fellows, what will 
happen then? If we, the demons, don’t give two hoots for the human race, which is the 
most advanced and powerful in the hierarchy of all living beings, what would we care 
for monkeys and bears? Why don’t you consider these things? 

Listen; your father Baali and I were friends, and that is why I don’t wish to 
push you into the jaws of death. But it looks to me that you are being drawn to it by 
your own reckoning, by being unreasonable and obstinate, and unwilling to 
understand anything. Wake up to the reality and stop espousing a lost cause."] 


1356 


do. wadfé eife wa & fier barred sa was after 2 
Olt at Fat GAs ST HUT StS UT WT AAT 0 R M 


caupat. 


jaba tehim kinhi rama kai ninda. krodhavanta ati bhaya'u kapinda. 1. 
hari hara ninda suna'i jo kana. ho'i papa goghata samana. 2. 


When he (Ravana) used disparaging word critical of Lord Ram and his glory, when he 
used crass language for Lord Ram, when he showed his grossness, the monkey chief 
(*kapinda"; Angad) lost his patience; he became furious and shook with anger. (1) 


This is because to listen criticism of, and hear derogatory words used for Lord Hari 
and Lord Har (Vishnu and Shiva respectively; the two Gods of the Trinity) invites the 
blot of committing a grave sin that is equivalent to killing of a cow’. (2) 


[Note—'Lord Vishnu is the second God of the Trinity and is the protector and care- 
taker of this creation, while Lord Shiva is the third God who is responsible for the 
conclusion of this creation. Lord Ram is believed to be an incarnation of Lord Vishnu. 
So when Ravana used insulting words for the Lord, compelling Angad to hear them, 
the latter felt he was forced to commit a grave sin against his wish, and he had never 
ever imagined in his life that one day he would be forced by circumstances to be made 
a party to such a sacrilegious deed. This infuriated him immeasurably. | 
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katakatana kapikunjara bhari. duhu bhujadanda tamaki mahi mari. 3. 
dolata dharani sabhasada khasé. calé bhaji bhaya maruta grasé. 4. 


The great monkey chief ground his teeth so viciously that a sound of crushing stones 
was heard (katakatana) even as he waved his arms angrily in the air, and clinching 
his fists he struck the ground violently with them. (3) 


This caused a tremor that shook the earth, and as a result of this sudden jolt the 
courtiers present there fell to the ground. They were so overcome with great terror 
that they ran away madly from the court as if driven by a strong gust of wind 
symbolising fear’. (4) 


[Note—'The scene is reminiscent of a sudden storm with high wind speed that fells 
things and sweeps them away along its path. As soon as Angad hit the ground angrily 
with his clenched fists, there was a tremor, and the demon courtiers were caught off 
guard. They slipped from their seats if they were sitting, and lost foothold on the 
ground if they were standing. They lost balance and fell down; then fearing an 
earthquake that would crush them under the debris of the demolished court building, 
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they shrieked in fear and ran helter-skelter. The air in Ravana’s court was already 
grave and heavy, but this sudden development lead to total chaos. ] 


fira Aan Sat gahn | eT UY AHS sift War & t 
we afé c fra ffe dem lee site WY Ue wsm i G UI 


girata sambhari utha dasakandhara. bhütala pare mukuta ati sundara. 5. 
kachu téhim lai nija siranhi samvare. kachu angada prabhu pasa pabare. 6. 


The ten-shouldered Ravana (dasakandhara) almost fell down to the ground, but he 
managed to quickly recover himself just in time. Nonetheless, his crowns tumbled 
over from his head and fell to the ground’. 

[To wit, though Ravana managed to get up himself, yet his crowns slipped 
from his heads and fell to the ground.] (5) 


Ravana could pick up some of these crowns, while the rest were kicked by Angad like 
balls in the direction of where Lord Ram was. 

[To wit, Ravana failed to replace all his ten crowns on his head, so Angad got 
an opportunity and kicked the remaining crowns” like one kicks at a ball. He kicked 
these crowns so violently that they flew in the air like balls flying in the direction of 
Lord Ram's camp.] (6) 


[Note—'This was the second instance of Ravana's crowns falling to the ground. The 
first was when Lord Ram had shot an arrow in the direction of the citadel of Lanka 
where Ravana and his entourage were watching some musical performance; at that 
time too all his crowns had tumbled to the ground. (Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, 
Lanka Kand, Doha no. 13 along with Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes it. } 

Angad got a cue from this incidence, and he decided to serve his dear Lord 
Ram by doing something better, which was to place Ravana's crowns directly at the 
Lord's feet as a token of the demon's king abject surrender. And Angad thought his 
action would be alright also, and the Lord would not mind it because he himself had 
fell Ravana's crowns earlier. This will bring Angad closer to Lord Ram and become 
his favourite just as Hanuman's gallant deeds had done for him. 

There was another strategic military reason for Angad's actions. He wished to 
break whatever confidence and remnants of morale the demon army still possessed 
after the events when Lanka was burnt by Hanuman, by making their seemingly 
invincible and powerful king Ravana swoon and lose his balance and fall down in 
front of their very eyes. When an army's confidence and morale is low, the battle is 
three-fourths won by the enemy; if the demon army led by Ravana loses its courage 
and will to fight with vigour and confidence of attaining victory, then the fate of the 
war was deemed to be decided in favour of the monkey army led by Lord Ram.] 


“And how many crowns did Angad kick? The answer is ‘four’. See verse no. 8 herein 
below. | 
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avata mukuta dékhi kapi bhagé. dinahim lūka parana bidhi lage. 7. 
ki ravana kari kopa cala'e. kulisa cari avata ati dha'e. 8. 


When the monkeys and bears in the camp of Lord Ram saw these crowns flying 
towards their camp and landing on the ground with a loud thud, they were all alarmed 
and ran here and there to escape being hit by these missiles. They wondered, ‘Oh 
God, is this a shower of comets or meteors or asteroids raining down from the sky in 
the middle of the day! (7) 


Or, are these four shining missiles' shot by Ravana at us, for they seem to come with 
great speed from the direction of his court.’ (8) 


[Note—'The crowns were shining as they were made of polished gold and studded 
with gems. 

That they were four in number shows that Ravana had managed to pick up and 
replace only six of his fallen crowns back on his head, and the remaining four out of 
the total ten were kicked by Angad. ] 
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kaha prabhu hamsi jani hrdayam derahü. lūka na asani kétu nahirh rahi. 9. 
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The Lord (Sri Ram) smiled in amusement, and reassured his troops, ‘Don’t be at all 
afraid of these things. They are neither a comet nor a meteor, nor a asteroid or a 
missile; they aren't either Rahu or Ketu. [There is nothing to be afraid of; so don't 
panic. They are not some bad omen symbolised by comets or falling stars, and they 
are neither some kind of weapon shot by Ravana to harm us.] (9) 


These are Ravana's crowns, and they have come here because Angad has kicked them 
in our direction.’ (10) 


Ao. atten Vata cht Te SUP at Wy UTA | 
aah cate Ue enfü fatant GR URTA 32 (95) II 
doha. 
taraki pavanasuta kara gahé ani dharé prabhu pasa. 
kautuka dékhahim bhalu kapi dinakara sarisa prakasa.32 (a). 


The son of the wind god (i.e. Hanuman) immediately jumped up and grabbed these 
crowns; then he brought them and kept them near Lord Ram (i.e. at his feet). 


1359 


The crowns were shining with a brilliance that was reminiscent of the 
splendour of the sun. All the monkeys and bears gathered around and watched them 
with amazement’. (Doha no. 32-a) 


[Note— It was a rare spectacle for them to behold. All the warriors of the Lord's 
army had one objective, which was to defeat the Lord's enemy Ravana, and when 
they saw their enemy's crowns come rolling all by themselves and placed at the feet 
of their own Lord Ram, it was surely a very astonishing and welcome sign—for it 
marked the defeat and surrender of their enemy, because when a king is defeated in 
battle, and the victor wishes not to slay him, then the crown of the vanquished is 
placed at the feet of the vanquisher as a token of surrender and acceptance of defeat 
by the former. 

So, the monkeys and bears rejoiced that their enemy has already surrendered 
in a symbolic way. This was very a very encouraging sign and a definite morale- 
booster for the Lord's army prior to the actual action in the battle-field, as much as it 
was discouraging, a crusher of morale and the breaker of the spirit of the demon army. 

The monkeys and bears were fascinated at the sight of not one, not two, not 
three—but ‘four shining crowns’ lying at the feet of their revered Lord Ram. It was a 
way of prophesising to them that their victory in the forthcoming war is four times as 
assured and certain as any other circumstances under which they may have fought and 
won any other war earlier on in their lives. The omens were in their favour; the gods 
were in their favour.] 
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uham sakopi dasanana saba sana kahata risa'i. 
dharahu kapihi dhari marahu suni angada musuka'i. 32 (b). 


Meanwhile, back in the court of the demons, Ravana became exasperated and yelled 
angrily at everybody present, ‘Catch hold of this monkey and kill him.’ 

Angad smiled wryly and sneered when he heard this frustrated outburst of 
Ravana (because he realised that the endgame was very near). (Doha no. 32-b) 
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ēhi badhi bégi subhata saba dhavahu. khahu bhalu kapi jaham' jaham pavahu. 
1. 
markatahina karahu mahi ja’l. ji'ata dharahu tāpasa dvau bha'. 2. 


[Besides ordering his demon warriors to immediately slay Angad, he also instructed 
them to rush forward aggressively and devour all the rest of the monkeys and bears 
wherever they found them, to vent their anger at the invaders and start decimating 
them that very instant. ] 
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Ravana ordered his demon warriors, ‘Oh my brave and competent warriors 
(subhata)! Rush forth immediately in all the directions, and grab and devour any and 
all monkeys and bears that you may find anywhere. (1) 


Go forthwith and proceed to make the earth free of the monkey race (by killing one 
and all of them; don’t spare any single fellow)! Go and catch hold of the two hermit 
brothers (Lord Ram and his brother Laxman) (as soon as you can, and bring them all 
tied up in shackles)". (2) 


[Note—'Ravana let loose his ferocious demons like a pack of wild wolves let loose 
among pigeons, or at least he thought so, for he wanted them to go berserk and 
ferociously tear apart the enemy without mercy, sparing none. Yes indeed, he thought 
that his demon warriors would go amok and smash the monkey army as they had been 
doing during his many campaigns around the world, especially when he had 
conquered the gods in heaven and chased away their mighty army. 

But he had misjudged the might and strength of his enemy this last time. He 
had thought that they would be like easy fodder before the ferocious demons lunging 
at them with their drawn mouths from which sharp teeth protruded like those of a 
hungry lion ready to pounce upon its prey. The demons were accustomed to this sort 
of hunting their prey, but till now they had faced only those creatures who were 
humble and docile, who became terrified at the very sight of demons approaching 
them them, creatures whose blood chilled at the very thought of a demon, who 
trembled when they heard the name of a demon, so there was no question of them 
mustering courage to fight back: such was the great and enviable fame of the demons, 
that they found no opposition whatsoever and no challenge worth the name to their 
authority and sway anywhere in the world, for no living being dared to do it. 

This had made Ravana mad with an extreme sense of false pride that had filled 
him with extravagant haughtiness, excessive arrogance and unwarranted over- 
confidence in his abilities, thinking that there was no one to challenge him in this 
world. This had also made his demons think that they can have their way till the end 
of creation. And this false sense of security and majesty paved the way for their 
downfall. | 


UP BAe ATS FATS TT ASA As A TST Ul 3 I 
Te Tm alte Pom Hoard | oer feretifen fergvfe «ife wrdt ux t 
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The prince (“jubaraja”; i.e. Angad) retorted sharply, ‘Aren’t you ashamed to speak 
vainly with a big mouth (that has large jaws). (3) 


Oh you vile and shameless fellow who does not have even rudimentary modesty in 
him, and who will go down in history as the destroyer of his own race and family 
(nilaja, kulaghati)! Cut your own neck and die. [Well, you have been boasting that 
you had severed your head ten times to offer them to the fire sacrifice. Why don't you 


1361 


repeat your fantastic deed once again? Let me see it and be convinced of its veracity. 
Go ahead and cut off your ugly heads here and now! | 

Even after witnessing my strength and courage, why has your bosom not 
cracked (i.e. why hadn’t you had a heart attack out of awe and fear of me)'? (4) 


[Note—'Angad lashed out vehemently at Ravana, severely chiding and ridiculing him 
scornfully: “Why, you are a totally dumb fellow; it’s certain you have no trace of 
dignity and honour worth the name in you. Can’t you see that I don’t have any fear of 
you inspite of being alone in your assembly, and why don’t you realise that surely 
there must be some cause for my bravery. And haven’t you just a while ago witnessed 
how your crowns were kicked by me and sent flying into the sky. Can’t you 
understand the sort of courage I have when I have so bluntly and boldly answered you 
on your face, back and forth, even while your so-called brave demons, renowned for 
their fierceness, watched helplessly. And despite of all this, you continue howling, 
madly and vainfully.” 
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re triya cora kumaraga gam. khala mala rasi mandamati kami. 5. 
san'yapata jalpasi durbada. bha'esi kalabasa khala manujada. 6. 


Oh you stealer of women (triya cora)! Oh you fallen one treading on a sinful path 
(kumaraga gami)! You are indeed a blockhead to the hilt (mandamati). You are 
verily an embodiment and a treasury (rasi) of vices such as wickedness, perversion, 
lust, lasciviousness, and other moral depravities (khala mala --- kamr). (5) 


You are under the influence of a severe fever that causes delirium (san'yapata) 
because it makes you talk incoherently and babble senselessly (jalpasi durbada). 

Oh you rascal demon (khala manujada)! It is very clear that you are under 
the spell of the god of death (bha'esi kalabasa) by the way you speak. 

[To wit, it seems your death is near because your delirious talk clearly 
indicates it. When a person is suffering from high fever and is about to die, he starts 
talking nonsense as you are doing now.] (6) 
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Nevertheless, it doesn’t matter for the time being, for you will get the punishment you 
deserve a little later on when you will be bashed and pilloried by hordes of monkeys 
and bears (who would take turns in kicking and slapping you). (7) 


Oh you haughty and arrogant fellow (abhimani)! “Lord Ram is a human being!” — 
why does your tongue not fall down from your mouth when you pronounce such 
insinuating words, I wonder? (8) 


But oh yes, there is no doubt that your tongues will fall down together with your 
heads (at the appropriate time) when they are chopped off in the battle-field (by Lord 
Ram's arrows). (9) 


[Note— Angad refers to what Ravana had said in Doha no. 31 herein above.] 


"IO. HER SUE cachet afer aeat Vis uen AT 
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soratha. 


so nara kyom dasakandha bali badhyo jehim eka sara. 
bisahum locana andha dhiga tava janma kujati jara. 33 (a). 


Tell me, oh you one with ten shoulders (bearing ten necks and ten heads; 
dasakandha), why, and how come, he (Lord Ram), who has slayed Baali with a 
single arrow, a human being? 

Oh you stupid blockhead who is born in a vile race (tava janma kujati jara)! 
Fie to you and your evil birth (dhiga tava janma)! Can't you see this obvious thing 
with your twenty eyes”? (Sortha no. 33-a) 


[Note—'Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, Doha no. 8 along with 
Chaupai line nos. 2-8 that precede it. 

Why is this thing, killing of Baali with a single arrow, so significant that 
Angad cites it to justify his assertion that someone, a reference to Lord Ram, who 
could kill Baali with a single shot is surely not an ordinary human being list the rest? 
The answer is this: Baali had a boon that when he is attacked by anyone, half of his 
opponent's strength would come to him, leaving his adversary weakened by half. That 
is why his brother Sugriv failed to subdue him in the duel they fought. 

Lord Ram watched the proceedings quietly from behind a tree and observed 
that Sugriv was being beaten mercilessly by Baali, and the latter lost half of his 
strength to Baali due the boon, leaving him severely wounded and on the verge of 
collapse. Earlier, the Lord had promised Sugriv that he would extend his support to 
him if he decides to reclaim his lost rights, rights that were snatched by his elder 
brother Baali from him. When the Lord realised his friend Sugriv was losing, he was 
compelled to intervene to keep his promise. But the problem was Baali's boon; if the 
Lord faced him directly then half of the Lord's strength would have gone 
automatically to Baali. So therefore he had to shoot the arrow incognito from behind 
the tree. 

That was not all. Since Baali was protected from being killed by any human 
being who attacked him directly, and humans usually attacked with a weapon that 
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could be shot, e.g. an arrow, so it also meant that a man’s arrow would not kill him if 
he was shot by any weapon used by his attacker from a distance. 

Angad uses this rationale to assert that Baali’s death with one arrow shows 
that the shooter of that arrow was not an ordinary human warrior, for under ordinary 
circumstances Baali would have automatically attracted half of his attacker’s strength 
by the virtue of the boon he had. 

But why did Baali fail to attract Lord Ram’s half strength into himself whereas 
he could do it with all other opponents? It’s probably based on the principle of a 
stronger energy field attracting a weaker one towards its self, or being neutralised 
when faced with a field stronger energy than its own. It could be like magnetic field, 
or electric field or any other kind of field of energy. Baali possessed an exceptionally 
strong and powerful field of spiritual energy and dynamism that attracted and pulled 
towards itself the field of his opponent which was weaker than his. 

To wit, Baali’s strong spiritual field and the dynamic waves of energy 
generated by his ‘consciousness’, known as the Atma, were vibrant and powerful 
enough to neutralise those of his adversary. In the case of Lord Ram, however, the 
reverse was true, because the Lord was a personified form of the cosmic energy that is 
inherent in super Consciousness that Lord Ram embodied. Hence, instead of Angad 
attracting Lord Ram’s strength, it happened the other way round. 

Baali had himself acknowledged the divinity of Lord Ram, first to his wife 
Tara when she tried to dissuade him to fight with Sugriv as he had the Lord’s 
protection, and later on during the last moments of his life when he surrendered his 
soul to the Lord and sought his refuge and blessings so that he can attain deliverance 
and beatitude. {Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, (a) Doha no. 7; (b) 
Doha no. 9—to Doha no. 10.} 


?Ravana had ‘ten heads’, and therefore obviously he had ‘twenty eyes’, for each head 
had two eyes. 

Angad meant that even a person with two eyes would be able to see what is 
obvious, but Ravana was so extremely stupid and dumb-witted that he could not see it 
with ‘twenty eyes’, which means using ten heads, which carried these twenty eyes, 
applying their wisdom and intelligence simultaneously. To wit, Ravana was so big a 
fool that he could not deduce the right things even though he possessed ten heads 
working together to help him do so. In effect, he was dumber than others with just one 
head and two eyes. It was a scathing attack on Ravana’s personality and majesty; it 
showed that he had an abysmally poor wisdom; it was an assessment of Ravana’s 
level of intelligence that downgraded it to the lowest possible standard for this faculty 
that one can imagine. ] 
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Oh you fallen demon with a bitter tongue that bites when it speaks (katu jalpaka 
nisicara adhama)! [To wit, your tongue is poisonous like a snake's, and it is equally 
stinging.] 
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Nevertheless, I leave you alone (i.e. I spare you from death at my hands) 
because Lord Ram’s arrows are thirsty for your blood, and I don’t want to deprive 
them of their favourite drink which they wish to have to their hearts’ content. (Sortha 
no. 33-b) 
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maim tava dasana toribe layaka. ayasu mohi na dinha raghunayaka. 1. 

asi risa hoti dasa'u mukha toraurn. lanka gahi samudra maham boraum. 2. 
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I have the ability to clobber you and break all your teeth, but I am constrained from 
doing it because Lord Raghunayak (Lord Ram) has not given me such orders. (1) 


I am so annoyed by you and seething with anger that otherwise I would have willingly 
yanked off all your ten (hideous) heads, and uproot your city of Lanka from its very 
foundation, and then dump it into the ocean. (2) 


In all soothfastness, Lanka is like a fruit of the wild fig tree (gulari phala) in which 
you demons move about like tiny worms. (3) 


I (as you repeatedly like to address me) am a ‘monkey’, and being a ‘monkey’ it is 
very easy for me to bite through this fruit and eat (destroy) it (as is the wont of 
monkeys)'. But unfortunately, the magnanimous Lord Ram hasn’t given me 
permission to do so (so I have to restrain myself).^ (4) 


[Note—' Angad told Ravana bitterly: “Look you vile fellow. You stupid ones are like 
so many worms that infect the fruit of the wild fig tree. And you enjoy calling me a 
‘monkey’. Well and good; I would have proved you right that I was indeed a 
‘monkey’, for monkeys are in the habit of jumping from tree to tree and destroying 
their fruits by nibbling some, biting others, chewing this fruit, and munching and 
spitting out the next, eating a few and breaking the rest from their branches, and then 
throwing them to the ground to destroy the whole garden, orchard, grove or forest. I 
would have thoroughly enjoyed in this pastime, but you are lucky because I don’t 
have permission from Lord Ram to indulge in this pleasure. I have come here on 
serious business, and not to play games with you. Mind you, don’t provoke me any 
further, don’t compel me to lose my patience, because who knows that I may begin to 
show my true colour as a ‘monkey’. Then, god forbid, whatever is left of Lanka 
would be obliterated for good, as I would sweep it and dump it into the ocean to clean 
the ruin left behind by my good friend Hanuman.” 
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“Angad said: “You know Ravana; I would have clobbered you and pinned you to the 
ground. But my Lord Ram is very benevolent and has a kind heart for he does not 
want me to hurt you, but give you ample time and space to think things over and make 
timely amends. The magnanimous Lord does not wish to precipitate things and give 
you a chance to say that you weren’t given an opportunity to rectify your mistakes 
and take corrective actions. So the Lord prohibited me from taking any physical 
action that may hurt you, though I am on the edge of tolerance now, and a little more 
provocation from you will compel me to go over this edge.” 

By-and-by it so happened that no matter how much Angad tried to convince 
Ravana to abandon his bellicose attitude and hostility towards Lord Ram by making 
peace with the Lord and returning Sita to him, Ravana bluntly refused, and the 
atmosphere progressively became extremely bitter and acrimonious. Finally, when 
Angad determined that it was absolutely futile to make further arguments as Ravana 
was stubborn and obstinate, he decided to do something singularly memorable and 
remarkable before returning to Lord Ram. 

So Angad decided that though he could not thrash Ravana and crush his pride 
in physical terms yet he must do it in a symbolic way. He planted his foot on the 
ground and challenged Ravana to move it with the condition that if the latter 
succeeded in doing so he would be deemed to be the winner, and if he failed to move 
Angad’s foot then he loses the war in a symbolic way. As it was destined by destiny 
and was the fiat of fate, Ravana failed to move Angad’s foot even by a fraction of a 
measurement. Angad thus managed to crush Ravana’s self-respect and esteem 
completely. 

To wit, though Angad did not physically clobber Ravana and thrash him 
viciously in public as he would have very much liked to do, but couldn’t because of 
Lord Ram's restraining orders, yet he did satisfy his boiling anger by doing something 
far worse by making Ravana kneel down before him and touch his feet in order to 
move them, for it was a token-gesture of submission, because for a great warrior loss 
of his honour, dignity and self-respect in full public gaze is far worse than physical 
death. {Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes 
Doha no. 34—to Doha no. 35.}] 
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Hearing this horny but witty retort of Angad, Ravana sneered sarcastically, saying, 
*Oh you dumb fellow (mürha)! Tell me, from where have you learnt to speak such 
bundle of lies. [Say, how have you learnt to speak such big lies?] (5) 


Baali (your noble father) had never boasted so much, and he had never chattered in 
vain with a loud mouth (as you do). Surely, you have acquired this nasty habit of 
boastful bluster, speaking lies and vain talking due to your company with those 
hermits (Lord Ram and Laxman)’. (6) 
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[Note—'Ravana in effect told Angad that he should mind the reputation of his noble 
father Baali by reminding him of the latter. Ravana hinted to Angad that since he 
holds Baali in high esteem and treats him as one of his friends, he is willing to treat 
Angad also favourably, as the son of a close friend. If Angad says he refrains from 
hitting Ravana and destroying Lanka because he has no such express mandate from 
his Lord, Ram, then Ravana says that he too refrains from hitting and punishing 
Angad severely for all the insults and insinuations he had cast upon him (Ravana) just 
because he remembers his old friend Baali and restrains from hitting his friend’s only 
son (Angad), but it should not be taken as his weakness. Rather, Angad must realise 
that his father was Ravana’s friend, and in deference to his father’s memory he must 
at least be polite enough to say ‘sorry’ to Ravana. 

Ravana wished to provoke Angad’s anger and stoke his emotions by making 
him remember his dead father Baali repeatedly, on one pretext or the other, so that he 
is incited to revolt against Sugriv, his uncle and the king of the monkey kingdom, and 
Lord Ram, who had befriended Sugriv and sought his help to launch a campaign on 
Lanka to retrieve his stolen wife Sita from the clutches of the demon king Ravana. 

Ravana wished to tell Angad thus: “Why don’t you understand that on the one 
hand here I am your father’s dear friend who will be more committed to care for your 
future since you are orphaned, and on the other hand there is your selfish uncle 
Sugriv, and his protector Lord Ram, who had caused his death. Why can’t you 
(Angad) judge for himself and weigh the two options to see that his good lies in 
joining me (Ravana), instead of living in perpetual fear under the reign of your jealous 
uncle? You call me a fool; but it is you who is a fool. Wake up from delusions and 
join hands with me against the enemy of your father.” 

Ravana’s comments also throw light on the state of society at that time. It 
shows that people usually held hermits in low esteem, as ones who spoke of 
impossible things and falsely boasted of their spiritual achievements. ] 
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Angad yelled back at Ravana, saying, ‘Yes truly, oh you one with twenty arms (bhuja 
biha), I would have been a boaster who talks in vain if I couldn’t tear out all your ten 
tongues. 

[But mind you, you vile fellow; I have already told you why I refrain from 
doing it to prove that you are wrong in your assessment of me and my abilities. 
Haven’t I told you that I desist from it only because my revered Lord Ram hasn’t 
instructed my to harm you physically; I can’t disobey him.'] (7) 


Remembering Lord Ram’s greatness, majesty and glory, Angad decided that enough 
was enough. [To prove to Ravana that he was not boasting till now—] He planted his 
foot firmly on the ground, and threw a challenge. (8) 
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[What was the challenge?] Angad proclaimed: ‘Oh you wicked and vile fellow 
(satha)! If you can move my foot, then Lord Ram shall return (back from Lanka) and 
I would deemed to have lost Sita!^ (8) 


[Note—'Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, (i) Doha no. 30 along with Chaupai 
line nos. 3-5, 8 that precede it; (ii) Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 34. 


“Angad was sent by Lord Ram as his emissary to negotiate Sita’s release. As an 
ambassador of the Lord, Angad was vested with the authority to decide the matter and 
adopt a course of action according to the situation, subject to the condition that the 
main objective was not defeated, which was to ensure that the path was cleared for 
Sita’s release from Ravana’s captivity. 

Angad concluded that Ravana was not open to negotiations; he was not ready 
to listen, he was not ready to yield his ground because of his obstinate nature and a 
false sense of invincibility, and therefore he was not ready to make any compromises. 
What added fuel to the fire was Ravana’s persistent insinuations and use of 
derogatory language for Angad as well as Lord Ram. Angad decided that, if after 
hearing all the nasty things that Ravana blurted out like lava pouring out of a crater of 
a volcano, if he went away without doing some outstanding deed of bravery and 
exemplary courage, something that would completely demoralise the demons as a 
race and humiliate Ravana excessively, then it would not be his dignified departure 
from the meeting. He wanted to do some spectacular thing, but though he would have 
preferred pulling down Ravana physically from his throne and giving him a sound 
thrashing, yet he couldn’t do it because, as he himself asserts, it would violate Lord 
Ram's injunction not to harm Ravana physically. 

So Angad decided on a stratagem that would bring Ravana to his knees 
without even touching him, and without him being aware of what he was about to do. 
Hence, Angad planted his foot on the ground and asked Ravana to move it if he can. 
In order to move Angad's feet, obviously Ravana would have to kneel down before 
him and touch his foot, which would a visual treat for the whole demon court—that 
their mighty king who had made the greatest of gods kneel before him has today knelt 
before a *monkey'. Verily indeed and without gainsay, what a ridiculous situation 
would it be; what a sight to behold it would be—the mighty and invincible Ravana, 
whom the gods feared, bending over on his knees and holding the foot of Angad in a 
symbolic gesture of abject surrender and humiliating submission! 

Angad betted that 1f Ravana refused to accept this challenge, then it would be 
equivalent to his accepting defeat in the war even before it actually began, and the 
consequent acknowledgment that Sita had to be given to Lord Ram because it was for 
her release that the war was to be fought. If however Ravana accepted the challenge 
thrown by Angad, then the latter’s objective would be fulfilled—which was to make 
the mighty king of the demons bow before him! 

And as to taking such a serious risk as betting the whole outcome of the war 
and the fate of Sita on one single premise of success or failure at moving Angad's foot 
by Ravana, Angad was so confident of Lord Ram's mystical powers and his divinity, 
as well as his own loyalty and devotion for the Lord, that he was absolutely sure that 
when he throws a challenge by invoking the grace and blessings of Lord Ram then 
there is no power in this creation which would make him regret that he made a wrong 
decision, no power that would defeat him in his own challenge, to make him seem 
ridiculous and a vain person. 
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Lord Shiva, the principal narrator of this magnificent Story, has himself 
asserted that there was no wonder that Angad was confident that Ravana would be 
unable to move his legs in this challenge for he knew the mystical powers that Lord 
Ram possessed, as he was the almighty Supreme Lord of creation who can, if he so 
wishes, transform a humble twig into a powerful and strong weapon known as Vajra, 
and vice versa. Hence, any action taken in the name of the Lord can’t fail, no matter 
what happens, especially when the objective is noble and righteous. {Apropos: Ram 
Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 7-8 that precede Doha no. 35.}] 
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Exasperated and peeved beyond measure, Ravana ordered his demon warriors angrily, 
‘Listen all of you excellent warriors (sunahu subhata saba)! Hold this monkey by 
his legs and dash him to the ground.’ (10) 


Indrajeet (i.e. Meghanad, Ravana’s son) along with other great demon warriors gladly 
rose from their seats to accept the challenge and carry out Ravana’s orders. [They 
relished the thought of getting an opportunity of beating Angad black and blue to vent 
their anger which they had suppressed till now.] (11) 


All of them, singly and together, lunged at Angad with all their muscle and might, 
making many deft attempts to try to move his foot, but they failed miserably and 
completely. Defeated, dejected and crestfallen, they returned to their respective seats 
and sat down with lowered heads (full of shame). (12) 
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[These two verses quote Kaagbhusund, the saintly crow, who too had narrated this 
Story to Garud, the mount of Lord Vishnu. Their discourse is included in Ram Charit 
Manas in its Uttar Kand (i.e. the last Canto no. 7), from Chaupai line no. 1 that 
precedes Doha no. 63—to Doha no. 125.] 


Sage Kaagbhusund said to Garud, the enemy of serpents (uragari), ‘The tormentors 
of the gods (“Sura arati"; i.e. the demons), after some pause to gather courage, once 
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again dashed towards Angad to try and move his foot, and it was repeated a number 
of times, but each time they failed miserably. 

Verily oh Garud, the enemy of the serpents, Angad’s (literally the ‘monkey’s’; 
“kisa”) foot did not budge from its position even a fraction just like an incompetent 
person (who is indulgent in affairs of the gross world and overcome with delusions) is 
unable to uproot the tree of attachment and infatuation’. (13-14) 


[Note—'A person who remains engrossed in the world and finds enjoyment in its 
sensual pleasures cannot get over his worldly desires and his attachment with the 
things of the world. He is incompetent to do so. Only a person who is spiritually 
realised and enlightened will see the futility of this pursuit, leading him to develop 
renunciation. 

Similarly, though the demon warriors made several attempts to fell Angad and 
fling him by his legs, they failed; these sinful demons were unable to defeat Lord 
Ram's devotee and break his resolve. 

A similar scene prevailed long back in Janakpur during the Bow-breaking 
ceremony organised for Sita’s marriage. At that time too none of the assembled kings 
and princes succeeded in moving Lord Shiva’s bow. They too had rushed to try and 
lift the bow, singly as well as in a group, they too had tried repeatedly and failed, and 
they too returned to their seats with lowered head and sat down crestfallen. {Apropos: 
Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 250—to 
Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 251.}] 
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Countless numbers of excellent demon warriors, who were like Meghanad (Ravan's 
son) in their valour, strength, courage, marital skills and gallantry, cheerfully got up 
from their seats and lunged forward excitedly towards Angad, but no matter how hard 
they tried and what tactic they employed yet none of them were able to move his feet. 
At last, they returned to their seats and sat down (with a sullen face, a lowered head 
and a broken spirit that comes with abject defeat that was not at all expected, leaving 
all the demon warriors despondent, gloomy, dejected, crestfallen and ashamed of 
themselves). (Doha no. 34-a) 


It was a profound mystery and a cause of great wonder for the demons that the 
monkey’s legs did not move a bit from the earth on which they were planted. When 
the enemy (*ripu"; i.e. Ravana and his demons) observed all this development, its 
pride, ego and haughtiness ran away (i.e. was crushed and vanquished)'. 
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Angad’s feet did not move, but remained firmly planted on the ground, just 
like the case of a saint who remains steady in following his principles, and whose 
mind and heart (Mana) do not abandon the path of righteousness and auspiciousness, 
a path that is right and correct, inspite of all the provocations, adversities and hurdles 
he faces in life?. (Doha no. 34-b) 


[Note—'To wit, when Ravana and all others saw that they could not move Angad’s 
feet even for a fraction of measurement from the ground inspite of employing all their 
might, force and skill, their ego and pride were crushed; they felt utterly humiliated at 
their inability to move a leg of as humble a creature as a ‘monkey’. To add salt to 
their wounds, this humiliation and defeat was made starker because they had pooled 
their strength and force to move a single challenger’s legs, and surely the pushing, 
pulling and hauling must have been done with great energy and zeal, but yet they 
failed miserably. However the demons tried and tried, Angad’s legs did not budge 
from their position on the ground. 

The demons who prided themselves with possession of stupendous strength 
and powers against which not even the might of the gods survived, were, for the first 
time in their lives, faced with a situation that proved to them that there were forces 
stronger and mightier than them in this creation, and that for the first time they were 
up against a formidable adversary who presented a grave danger to their very 
existence, an adversary who was far more superior and powerful than them. 

Hence their ego was crushed; their pride bit dust; their haughtiness was blown 
away like dried leaven in a storm; their strength and valour crumbled like nine-pins; 
and their morale sank in a deep dark pit of hopelessness, gloom and dejection. 


*An exactly similar idea is expressed elsewhere in Ram Charit Manas, e.g. in (i) 
Aranya Kand, Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 46; and in (ii) Uttar Kand, 
Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 38.] 
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Seeing the Kapi's (Angad's; literally *monkey's") stupendous strength (which defied 
the combined strength of all the mighty demon warriors who had tried to move his 
leg), everyone felt defeated and gloomy in their hearts. 

Meanwhile, Ravana now himself got up from his seat in a flurry (unable to 
contain his anger and frustration at his warriors who had put his honour to shame) to 
hold Angad by his legs and dash him to the ground’. (1) 


At the moment when Ravana caught Angad's foot (in an attempt to lift it), the latter 
sharply scorned at him and taunted: ‘Look, you will not save yourself (and gain 
nothing) by holding my feet. (2) 
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Oh you big fool (satha)! Why don't you go and hold Lord Ram’s feet instead!?' 
Hearing these scornful words of Angad that were said with a grave tone, 

Ravana felt extremely peeved and ashamed of himself; he then somehow recovered 

himself from the shock and returned to his seat, ashen-faced and despondent’. (3) 


[Note— Surely enough, when Ravana saw what had happened, he must have burnt 
with anger inside himself. He must have cursed his warriors vehemently, and called 
them vile names. It was the greatest humiliation of his life, and he was unable to 
restrain himself. He was so overpowered by wrath and felt so much provoked and 
frustrated by the developments that his natural wisdom and prudence abandoned him, 
for he could not properly analyse the situation and what it meant. He ought to have 
pondered why none of the demon warriors could move Angad's feet; definitely there 
must be a mystery behind it, and the situation was very serious, and therefore it had to 
be handled very diplomatically and skilfully so that whatever was left of his honour 
could be salvaged. 

When Death stares in one's face, when Providence frowns upon an 
unfortunate creature, when his Time seems to be up, then all his intelligence and 
wisdom and sense of judgement go for a toss. So, instead of exercising restraint and 
showing prudence by avoiding to put himself directly in harm's way and getting 
embroiled in a situation that would eliminate a last chance at face-saving, Ravana 
unfortunately decided, in a fitful frenzy of anger that eclipsed his wisdom, to jump 
into the same horrifying pit which had just a moment ago trounced all his 
predecessors, leaving them all scarred, defeated and humiliated like never before, 
without considering about the consequences of his rash decision. 


^Angad had achieved his objective; Ravana hadn't foreseen it coming. At last, Angad 
succeeded in making Ravana—who had never ever bowed before anyone, but who 
had instead made the whole world bow before him—kneel down and touch his feet in 
order to move it from the ground. 

This situation was akin to a defeated person kneeling down and praying for 
mercy by touching the feet of another person who had vanquished him; it is a token 
gesture that symbolises surrender and submission by someone who has been defeated 
by his opponent. 

Ravana fell into this trap himself. Whatever little grace and honour and self- 
respect and dignity and majesty that were still available to him were now gone for 
good. Anger and delusions had clouded his mind so much that he couldn't think 
rationally. When Angad reminded him that he had fallen into the trap, with his 
taunting words, *you will not benefit by touching my feet, rather you should have 
gone to touch Lord Ram's feet", Ravana suddenly realised what grave mistake he had 
made. He regretted intensely and immensely at his own reckless actions, but by now it 
was too late to make any amends. The colourful balloon of honour, majesty, valour 
and pride had been punctured irreparably, and it cannot be inflated again to regain its 
earlier glory. 

Ravana returned to his throne with a lowered head and a sulking countenance. 
His frame appeared like an old demon past his prime. He dragged his legs to take him 
to his seat. All the others in the assembly had their heads low, and even if some of 
these demons had raised their heads and eyes slyly to watch Ravana's daring, when 
they saw what happened they immediately fixed their eyes on the ground before them 
once again to pretend they had not witnessed Ravana's humiliation. Why? Because 
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these demons knew Ravana’s nature, that he would vent his anger and frustration at 
them, and in all probability if his eyes caught any one of them looking up at him then 
he would get that demon’s eyes gouged out. 

To wit, a deathly silence descended on the court of the demons. The 
developments so terrified and horrified all the demons that they were out of their wits; 
not one of them moved from his seat, as they remained sitting stone-still like so many 
statues that don’t breathe. ] 


was awed st game pue fears fate ofa wes ux 
fires aos far arg pur ufa wane ars uu N 


bhaya'u tejahata Sri saba ga'l. madhya divasa jimi sasi soha’. 4. 
singhasana baithe'u sira na'I. manahum sampati sakala gamva't. 5. 


Ravana's faces! that normally glowed with radiance that comes naturally to a person 
with exceptional power, majesty and self-confidence attained by great achievements 
and countless successes that he had obtained in life, which in their wake bring great 
glories and honours to him, had now turned dark and gloomy with a thick shadow of 
despondency, despair and hopelessness hanging over them. His faces lacked their 
original shine and glory just like the case of the moon which loses its radiance and 
charm when viewed during the day time?. (4) 


He (Ravana) sat down on his throne with drooping heads (and lost spirits) as 1f he had 
lost all his wealth and possessions. (5) 


[Note— Remember: Ravana had ‘ten faces’. 


?The moon looks so attractive and splendorous during the night, but the same moon 
seems a faded image of its self when seen during the day time. Why so? It is because 
during the day the splendour, radiance and brilliance of the sun suppresses the shine 
of the moon, making it appear faded and overcast. 

The analogy is remarkable here: Angad's trouncing of Ravana and his success 
in the mission for which he was sent by Lord Ram was reflected by the radiance and 
glow effusing from his proud face like the brilliant shine of the sun, while the gloomy 
thoughts clouding the mind of Ravana and the dejection of his spirits are indicated by 
the dark shadows of loss, despair and hopelessness showing on his faces as if they 
were veiled by dark clouds that reminded an observer of the moon which loses its 
shine in the presence of the brilliant midday sun. 


>The countenance of Ravana was like that of a warrior who has lost the battle, or of a 
tradesman who has lost all his tools and assets. He had never tasted such humiliation 
in his life; for a great warrior of his stature there could have been nothing worse and 
more humiliating than being unable to meet such a simple challenge as the 
requirement of moving an adversary’s legs. It was a ridiculous and a hilarious way of 
accepting defeat for as great a warrior as the king of the demon race whose mere 
name struck terror in the hearts of the entire world. It was the greatest ignominy and 
infamy that could have ever come to Ravana because he personally failed to meet 
Angad’s simple challenge of moving his feet, something that required no great skill, 
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power, gallantry and valour like it is required to face a challenge in the battle-field. So 
it was shame compounded many times over. 

Even the burning of Lanka and the killing of his son Akshaya Kumar by 
Hanuman earlier had not caused such extreme distress in Ravana as this symbolic 
defeat for not being able to move Angad's foot, because this defeat was his personal 
defeat, it undermined his personal prestige, dignity and honour unlike on the previous 
occasion when he was spared this ignominy on the ground that his personal abilities 
and powers were not challenged and tested. 

Verily, there is nothing worse for a warrior in his life, there is no greater loss 
that he can ever fear from in his life than to abjectly lose a challenge thrown by his 
opponent in the way Ravana miserably lost Angad's singularly simple-looking 
challenge of moving his foot from the ground, which by means was required any 
show of great marital art and valour. 

For a warrior king, his self-respect, honour, dignity, majesty, strength and 
powers, as well as a grand reputation that he always wins a challenge and no one can 
defeat him, are his greatest assets and a matter of pride for him; if they are gone he 
has lost everything. 

Ravana’s shame was further compounded in the background of his boasting 
about his stupendous strength and astounding powers and great attainments and 
exalted position in this world just a few moments ago, for this inability to move 
Angad’s foot blew away all his boast and bluster about his might and majesty like dry 
leaves in a storm. He felt crestfallen and humiliated like a defeated warrior, or a 
tradesman who has lost everything in a deal he was confident he would win hands 
down, but which, unfortunately for him, went sour. 

Had he been more modest and restrained in his approach then perhaps his loss 
of face wouldn’t have been so marked, but now it was in sharp contrast with his own 
tall claims. So therefore, Ravana’s gloom and dejection are understandable. ] 
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[Lord Shiva, the principal narrator of this magnificent Story, observed—] ‘Verily 
indeed, Lord Ram is a personified form of the Supreme Soul of this creation 
(jagadatama) and the Lord of Life (pranapati). How can anyone who is opposed to 
such an exalted and divine Lord ever expect to have peace for himself? (6) 


Oh Uma (Shiva's consort and the listener of this Story)! The whole world can be 
created or destroyed by the mere movement of Lord Ram's eyebrows. Verily, it can 
be created anew and ended repeatedly by the Lord's mere wish indicated by the 
movement of his brows implying that he wants change.” (7) 
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He (Lord Ram) who can transform a humble twig (or a soft blade of grass) into Vajra 
(something exceptionally hard and strong, such as rock, stone or diamond), and vice 
versa, say how is it possible to sway the vow and determination made by his chosen 
messenger?" (8) 


[Note— These few verses are sort of a pause in the flow of the current narrative as 
they refer to the observations made occasionally by Lord Shiva, who was the primary 
narrator of this glorious Story of the Ramayan, to his consort Uma who was listening 
to this narration. 

Hence, it was Lord Shiva who said: “Well, Lord Ram is a personified form of 
the Supreme Being and the merciful Lord of the world; so say how anyone can hope 
to find happiness and peace if he opposes his own Lord?" 


?To wit, since Lord Ram is the Supreme Being he is also the creator and lord of this 
universe. Therefore it is he alone who decides how long he wishes to keep this 
creation in its present shape. Should he decide to bring an end to his playful and 
creative activity, which in the first place had brought this creation into existence, he 
can do so as he 1s the only Lord and Master of this universe, one who had envisioned 
this creation, and to give effect to his ideas he then put the different elements together 
to give shape to this world, and when he so decides, by-and-by, to create a new world 
of a new kind, he would simply first end his earlier creation and start afresh. 

The phrase “he can create and end the world by merely moving his eyebrows” 
is a symbolic way of saying that everything depends upon his wishes. If he frowns 
upon something he would end it; if he raises his brows it means some change is 
inevitable. 


^A messenger, an ambassador, or an emissary represents his Lord and Master who has 
sent him. He has the same authority and discretionary powers as his Principal whom 
he represents. Anything the emissary does and any decision that he takes is deemed to 
be done by his Lord and Master, and the latter must honour all that his emissary does 
on his behalf. This is the accepted principle of state diplomacy. It can't be a one-sided 
game—that the Master would honour his emissary's actions if they are pleasing to 
him, and dishonour the actions if they displease him. 

Therefore, whatever Angad did, whether right or wrong, were deemed to have 
been done by Lord Ram, because Angad represented the Lord and was acting on his 
behalf. Hence, Angad's challenge—that if Ravana could move his foot then the latter 
would deem to have won the war, and as a consequence he would lose Sita and go 
back—had the same weight as a challenge thrown by Lord Ram himself by default. 

The word used by Angad when he threw the aforementioned challenge was 
actually "I". {Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 8-9 that 
precede Doha no. 34.} 

This is very significant in the context of what is said currently. It proves that 
when Angad challenged Ravana and staked the outcome of the war on it, he was well 
aware of the fact that he is doing it not in his personal capacity but as the one who 
physically represents Lord Ram by default. Angad embodied the authority and the 
powers to make decision that Lord Ram possessed because the Lord had himself 
vested Angad with them. (Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line 
nos. 5-8 that precede Doha no. 17. 

This is why Ravana failed to move Angad's foot, for otherwise it would have 
been equivalent to defying Lord Ram's sacrosanct supremacy and authority in this 
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world as its Supreme Lord. Ravana was not pitted against ‘a member of the monkey 
race whose name happened to be one Angad’, but he faced the authority and the might 
and the power of the ‘Supreme Being whom Angad represented in physical form’. 
Therefore, the prospect of Ravana ever being able to move Angad’s legs was simply 
unimaginable, simply unthinkable and simply impossible; the very idea that Ravana 
could move Angad’s foot is simply incongruous, simply incredulous, and simply 
outrageous. | 
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puni kapi kahi niti bidhi nana. mana na tahi kalu ni'arana. 9. 
ripu mada mathi prabhu sujasu sunayo. yaha kahi calyo bali nrpa jayo. 10. 


Even at this late stage, the Kapi (1.e. Angad) tried to advise Ravana in various ways to 
be reasonable and stop his belligerence. But as his (Ravana's) death was nearing, he 
refused to listen to anything’. (9) 


[Finally Angad gave up his attempts.] After crushing the pride, arrogance, honour, 
dignity and self-respect of the enemy and making him hear the glories of Lord Ram, 
Angad prepared to leave the demon court and go back to the Lord. But before his 
departure, he said, --- (10) 


[Note—'This verse shows that after what had just happened, i.e. after the failure of all 
the demons to move Angad's foot, he remained in the demon court for some more 
time, making a last effort to somehow make Ravana mend his ways. Angad hoped 
that after such a great humiliation as he had just faced, Ravana would come to his 
senses and realise that things are going against him, that the tide of time is not in his 
favour. But unfortunately, like a man destined to die refuses to take medicines, 
Ravana obstinately refused to listen anything Angad had to say. 

From Ravana's perspective it was expected that he would not listen anymore 
to Angad. After the humiliation and insult that Ravana suffered at the instance of 
Angad, it was impractical to expect the former that he would now heed to what the 
latter proposed, no matter how earnest Angad might have been, as it would be like 
Ravana putting salt with his own hands on his raw wounds. No one of any 
rudimentary self-respect and trace of dignity in him would accept a proposal from his 
adversary in an ugly, dishonourable and undignified situation in which Ravana found 
himself vis-à-vis Angad.] 
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jatudhana angada pana dekhi. bhaya byakula saba bha'e bisési. 13. 


I will not boast of anything (like you have been doing) until the time when I play 
around with you (kicking and punching you repeatedly) in the battle-field, before 
finally ending the game by killing you'.’ (11) 


When Ravana heard for the first time that his son had been killed by the Kapi 
(Angad)’, he was overwhelmed with grief and felt extremely sad. (12) 


Meanwhile, all the demons present on the occasion were greatly alarmed and felt 
immensely distressed due to fear when they heard Angad’s vow (that he will kick 
Ravana around the battle-field till he dies)". (13) 


[Note—'Angad said to Ravana: “My friend, I am not in the habit of talking much 
bluster and make tall claims like you. So it would not look good for me to say what I 
shall be doing to you in the battle-field to compensate for what I couldn’t do now. 
Didn’t I say a while ago that I would have liked to clobber you and bash all your ten 
heads and then dash you to the ground, and then throw your city of Lanka into the 
ocean had it not been for the restraint imposed upon me by Lord Ram, for he hasn’t 
given his permission to do any such thing? {Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka 
Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-4 that precedes Doha no. 34.} 

You seem to take me lightly; you think I am boasting; you think I am a 
pretentious and vain fellow who lies and talks too much as you are accustomed to 
doing. Ain’t it? {Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, (i) Chaupai line no. 7 that 
precedes Doha no. 31; and (ii) Chaupai line nos. 5-7 that precedes Doha no. 34.} 

Well, wait for some time till the war actually starts, and then you will see for 
yourself in the battle-field how boastful and pretentious I am. I promise you an 
exciting game when we two will face each other. At that time, play well and hard, for 
we have to prove ourselves; do you know what I shall be doing? I shall be chasing 
you around the battle-field just like a footballer chases the ball towards the goal, all 
the while kicking the poor ball with the tip and side of his boots. And do you know 
what or where the goal is where I will drive you? Well, it’s to your death. But 
remember, it’s going to be a painful death, and a humiliating one to boot. Do you 
know why? Would it not be a shameful thing for the ‘mighty Ravana’, whose mere 
name chilled the blood of the gods in their veins, to run around terrified in the battle- 
field, screaming and yelping in pain, breathless and panting, as he is chased by a 
humble ‘monkey’ by the name of Angad who would be breathing down his neck, 
kicking and punching him left and right, backward and forward, till the ‘goal’ is 
reached, when one final vicious kick by Angad will end the game for all times to 
come for Ravana? 

My dear Ravana. What you’ve witnessed till now was just a glimpse of what 
is yet to come. You see, both of us are great warriors, and a good warrior worth his 
name and honour of his family is one who would like a level playing field with his 
opponent to decide who among the two is the winner in a duel. Your demon court is 
not surely a level playing field, for here you are a king sitting on a kingdom’s throne, 
and I a mere messenger who stands before you to convey a message from my Lord 
Ram. The battle-field, on the other hand, is a completely different proposition, for it is 
an arena where there are the two challengers on the ground at the center, and they are 
surrounded by cheering spectators standing around them in a circle. Well, when we 
meet next in the battle-field, the demon army will be cheering for you, and I will be 
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cheered by my friends in the Lord’s army. It will be the time for us to showcase our 
respective skills and valour. 

So now come on, brace yourself for the real game; girdle yourself for the real 
challenge. Moving my foot was an impossible task for thee here in the middle of your 
power center in your own palace, so I wonder what would thou doest when this power 
center would be an open field. 

Mind you comrade; don’t collapse out of exhaustion in the battle-field; keep 
your wits together and don’t baulk when you see me in front of you then. Remember: 
all those whom you had kicked around and trounced all your life will be watching this 
game, and so be careful not to give them a chance to purse their lips in merriment and 
whistle at you, and hoot you at the top of their voices at the cost of your discomfort. 
So get ready to play hard-ball with me. 

Your life has truly come full circle; first it was my father Baali who had 
trounced you, then in the interim period that followed that incident you had managed 
to reach for the sky in fame and glory, and now it’s the time for Baal’s on, that’s me, 
to repeat what my father had done to you to show you your place under the sun by 
trouncing you once again and ending this game for good. 

Goodbye for now; go and have a good night’s sleep and relax. Get up 
refreshed tomorrow morning, for I shall be meeting you again in the arena of the 
battle-field.” 


"Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 2-7 that precede Doha no. 
18. We note that all those demons who had witnessed the death of Ravana’s son at the 
hands of Angad preferred to keep quiet because they feared a backlash from Ravana if 
he heard this bad news. They feared that Ravana was sure to punish all those demons 
who did not oppose Angad as he was kicking and dashing his son to death. So no one 
wanted to become a witness to this event. 

Nevertheless, sooner or later the news had to reach Ravana through his spies. 
But by this time Angad had already crushed the dignity and pride and self-respect of 
all the mightiest of demons in Ravana’s court, along with Ravana himself. 

It may have been possible that the spy who took the news of death of Ravana’s 
son to the court reached at a time when the high-pitched drama involving Angad was 
unfolding; so he preferred to keep quiet as the moment was not good for breaking this 
bad news. When he saw that Angad has left the court and a pall of gloomy silence has 
descended upon the assembly, he quietly went to Ravana and disclosed that his son 
had been killed by Angad before he came in his presence. 

Ravana was already reeling from the thunderbolt that had struck him a 
moment ago, and this bad news of his son’s death was like hitting a body that is 
already lying unconscious after being struck hard by the thunderbolt. He squirmed 
uncomfortably a bit, took a deep breath, and it was some time before the gravity of the 
bad news sank in his heart and affected his conscious mind. But he was, by this time, 
so shocked and smarting by the latest developments that his senses were dulled and 
rendered so unresponsive that he merely sulked and grieved instead of showing 
external signs of vicious anger or making an emotional outburst or expressing any 
outrage at the news that his son was killed by an intruder while none of the demons 
present at the time ventured to protect him. This was unpardonable. 

Ordinarily, Ravana would have lost his temper and ordered immediate slaying 
of all the demons who were assigned the task of escorting his son as he went around 
the city. But this was no ordinary time. The wounds inflicted by Angad on Ravana’s 
honour, majesty, pride and self-respect were so deep and grave that the news of his 
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son’s death was like another wound by the side of the others. Ravana was already 
suffering so intensely from grief and distress and despondency arising out of abject 
humiliation and insult and defeat that one more bad news didn’t much aggravate 
anything for him. 

He didn’t yell and scream at the demon who broke the news of his son’s death. 
He merely sulked further and sank deeper in grief. 


Meanwhile, this verse clearly indicates that after warning Ravana of his fate in the 
battle-field, Angad had left the demon court to go back to Lord Ram. The spy, who 
brought the news of death of Ravana’s son and was quietly waiting till the current 
proceedings of the court ended, then approached Ravana, and after excusing himself 
politely, he whispered the bad news in his ears. 

Ravana sighed in distress and grieved at his son’s death. What could he do? 
Misfortunes were lashing at him in endless waves, one after another, each graver than 
the previous one. 


*In this testing time, each demon was concerned about his personal fate; everyone was 
submerged in his own gloomy thoughts so much that the bad news of the death of 
Ravana’s son passed unnoticed, without arousing a tumult. At the most it was another 
sign of what was in store for all of them in the context of Angad’s prophesy—that 
portended complete rout of the demon army and death to their chief commanders, 
including their king Ravana. 

But this news—of death of another of Ravana’s sons at the hands of Angad— 
was nothing new as previously another son of Ravana, named Akshaya Kumar, had 
also died in a similar way when he was killed by Hanuman. {Apropos: Ram Charit 
Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 7-8 that precede Doha no. 18.} 

Therefore, this bad news did not cause much of a commotion in the court, as 
by this time Ravana as well as his courtiers had become accustomed to hearing worse 
news. | 
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ripu bala dharasi harasi kapi balitanaya bala punja. 
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After having completely crushed the strength, power and valour (as well as the 
majesty, the dignity and the honour) of the enemy (Ravana), the Kapi—who was an 
embodiment of strength, courage and gallantry (bala punja) and a son of Baali (“kapi 
balitanaya"; i.e. Angad)—went back and submitted himself humbly at the feet of 
Lord Ram. 

Buoyed by success, his (Angad’s) body was thrilled; his eyes were filled with 
tears (of joy); and he felt exceedingly exhilarated (at being able to fulfil the mandate 
given to him by the Lord)'. (Doha no. 35-a) 


[Note— When Hanuman had returned from Lanka after successful completion of the 
mission assigned to him—which was to find the whereabouts of Sita—a similar sight 
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was witnessed; for Hanuman too had submitted himself humbly before the feet of 
Lord Ram, and his body was thrilled and exhilarated. {Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, 
Sundar Kand, Doha no. 32 along with Chaupai line no. 1 that follows it.}] 
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Section 13.2: Geetawali Ramayan 


Now we shall take a pause to rewind a little bit by way of seeing how one of other 
Tulsidas’? great works known as ‘Geetwali Ramayan’ describes this conference 
between Angad and Ravana in its Lanka Kand, verse nos. 2-4 as follows:- 
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angadaka dutakarma 
raga kanhara 


(6/2) 


tū dasakantha bhale kula jayo. 

ta maham siva-séva, birarici-bara, bhujabala bipula jagata jasa payo.. 1.. 
khara-dusana-trisira, kabandha ripu jéhi bali jamaloka pathayo. 

tako duta punita carita hari subha sandésa kahana haum ayo.. 2.. 
$rimada nrpa-abhimana mohabasa, janata anajanata hari layo. 

taji byalika bhaju karunika prabhu, de janakihi sunahi samujhayo.. 3.. 
jatem tava hita ho'i, kusala kula, acala raja calihai na calayo. 
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nahita ramapratapa-analamaham hvai patanga parihai satha dhayo.. 4.. 
jadyapi angada niti parama hita kahyo, tathapi na kachu mana bhayo. 
tulasidasa suni bacana krodha ati, pavaka jarata manahu ghrta nayo.. 5.. 


Angad as an Emissary of Lord Ram in the court of Ravana-I 


Verse no. 6/2—[Lord Ram himself wished to avoid the bloody war at all costs. So he 
sent Angad, Sugriv's nephew and one of the chief commanders of the Lord's army 
and his faithful follower, as a diplomatic emissary in a last-ditch attempt to see if the 
war can be avoided and Sita can be retrieved without bloodshed. 

The conversation between Angad and Ravana was very acrimonious and full 
of vitriol. It is narrated here in (1) Geetawali, Lanka Kand, in verse nos. 6/2— 6/4, as 
well as in (11) Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, from Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes 
Doha no. 17—to Doha no. 35 ka; and (iii) Kavitawali, Lanka Kand, verse nos. 6/9— 
6/16. 

When Angad entered Lanka, its citizens were terrified to their bones, as 
everyone thought that the fellow who had burnt the city earlier (i.e. Hanuman) has 
come again. He was given a clear way to the court of Ravana, as no one dared to resist 
him for fear of his life. Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 8- 
10 that precede Doha no. 18. 

Once there, what transpired is being narrated herein below.] 


Addressing Ravana, Angad said—‘Oh Ravana! You are born in a good race and clan 
(because Ravana was born in the Brahmin race in the clan of sage Pulastya). Besides 
this, you have received a boon from Lord Brahma by worshipping him, and you have 
also acquired great fame in this world by worshipping Lord Shiva, and also through 
the various victories achieved by the means of your arm's strength! (1). 

['Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 3-4 that precede 
Doha no. 20.] 


I am a messenger of Lord Hari who has an excellent character and noblest of virtues 
(punita carita hari). The Lord is the one who has slayed the demon such as Khar, 
Dushan, Trishara and Kabandha etc., and enemies such as Baali?, and has sent them to 
the abode of the God of death known as Yam. 

I have come to convey the Lord's auspicious message to you. [It is for your 
good, and its content is in accordance with the principles of probity and propriety.] 
(2). 


[ Refer: Geetawali, Lanka Kand, verse no. 6/1, stanza nos. 4-5.] 


Either due to ignorance, or misled due to false pride of your fame and your crown 
(kinghood of Lanka), you have kidnapped Sita’. 

Now you should heed my advice and return her to Lord Ram, and setting aside 
all deceit and mischief, chant the holy name of Sri Hari (Lord Ram) who is all 
merciful* (3). 

['Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes 
Doha no. 20. 

“Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Doha no. 20 along with its preceding 
Chaupai line nos. 6-8. ] 
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By doing this you will benefit, your clan will have welfare and be alright, and your 
kingdom would become invincible and stable. Otherwise, oh you fool, you demons 
will burn yourselves in the fire of Lord Ram's valour and glory (and his wrath)? (4).’ 

[ Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-7 that precede 
Doha no. 27.] 


Though Angad gave sane and wise council to Ravana, but he did not like it. Tulsidas 
says that he grew furious as if clarified butter (or ghee) had been added to a raging 
fire, making it burn more viciously and ferociously. [To wit, Ravana took umbrage at 
what Angad said.]° (5). 

[ Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes 
Doha no. 27.] 
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taim mero marama kachü nahim payo. 

re kapi kutila dhitha pasu pamvara! mohi dasa-jyom datana ayo.. 1.. 
bhrata kumbhakarana ripughataka, suta surapatihi bandi kari lyayo. 

nija bhujabala ati atula kahaum kyom, kanduka jyom kailasa uthayo.. 2.. 
sura, nara, asura, naga, khaga, kinnara sakala karata mero mana bhayo. 
nisicara rucira ahara manuja-tanu, tako jasa khala! mohi sunayo.. 3.. 
kaha bhayo, banara sahaya mili, kari upaya jo sindhu bamdhayo. 

jo tarihai bhuja bisa ghora nidhi, aiso ko tribhuvanamém jayo?.. 4.. 

suni dasasisa-bacana kapi-kurnjara bihamsi isa-mayahi sira nayo. 
tulasidasa lankésa kalabasa ganata na koti jatana samajhayo.. 5.. 


Angad as an Emissary of Lord Ram in the court of Ravana-II 


Verse no. 6/3—[When Angad had praised the glories of Lord Ram and pleaded with 
Ravana not to be so reckless and boisterous, and plunge into a destructive war for no 
reason or rhyme, and to give Sita back to the Lord and make peace with him, Ravana 
retorted haughtily and talked about his own strengths, valour, powers and glories, as if 
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to answer Angad and warn him that this time his Lord, of whom he has glorified so 
much, has met his match, and that he, Ravana, is not a meek straw as to be carried 
away or bend with the slightest draft of wind. Refer also to: Ram Charit Manas, 
Lanka Kand, (i) Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 21; (11) Doha no. 25 along 
with Chaupai line nos. 1-8 that precede it; and (iii) Doha no. 27—to Chaupai line no. 
5 that precedes Doha no. 28.] 


[Ravana replied to Angad—] ‘Oh you wicked, stubborn and lowly monkey (re kapi 
kutila dhitha). You have not at all realised my influence and powers. Oh you lowly 
and sinful animal (pasu pamivara)! This is why you have come to admonish and 
discourse me with a lecture as if I were your slave (or servant, subservient to you)! 


(1). 
[ Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes 
Doha no. 21.] 


Don't you know? My brother is Kumbhakarn, who is a renowned destroyer of 
enemies, and my son (called Indrajeet) had captured and brought the king of Gods 
(Indra) himself bound in shackles. What much can I say about my matchless strength 
of arms which had lifted Mt. Kailash (the abode of Lord Shiva) like it were a mere 
ball? (2). 

[ Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, line no. 1 of Doha no. 27.] 


Gods, humans, demons, serpents (and all the creatures of the subterranean and nether 
worlds), and the Kinnars (a special type of demi-gods who are said to be celestial 
singers and dancers)—all of them follow my wishes’. 

Oh you wicked rascal (khala)! The human body is a staple and delicious food 
for the demons. And you are trying to make me hear his (Sri Ram's) glories and fames 
(whose body is naught aught but of a human being)" (3). 

[*Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, (i) Chaupai line nos. 2-4 that 
precede Doha no. 8; (11) Doha no. 25 along with Chaupai line nos. 1-8 that precede it; 
(iii) line no. 2 of Doha no. 27. 

‘Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 6-8 that precede 
Doha no. 8.] 


Even if he has taken the help of monkeys, made efforts and has crossed the ocean, so 
what; how and what does it matter? But (the ocean your Lord has crossed is merely a 
body of water, but tell me) who has been born in any of the three worlds (tribhuvana) 
who could cross the ocean represented by (the valour and strength of) my 20 arms”? 


(4). 

[ Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-6 that precede 
Doha no. 28. 

The “three worlds" known as “tribhuvana” consists of the three levels of this 
creation—viz. the heavens, the earth, and the nether world. | 


Hearing these arrogant, haughty and irreverent words of Ravana, Angad, who was the 
lion amongst monkeys (kapi-kurnjara), smiled and bowed his head to (i.e. marveled 
at) the delusory powers of the Supreme Being (bihamisi Isa-mayahi sira nàyo). 
Tulsidas says that Angad tried millions of ways (i.e. all possible methods and 
arguments were employed by him) to make Ravana see reason (and return Sita, make 
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peace with Sri Ram, and avoid a calamitous war), but under the influence of death 
(Kaal) as he was, Ravana did not pay any attention (5). 

[°Angad sighed and felt amused at the delusions that the Lord creates. The 
power of the Lord makes a creature hallucinate and have a false notion of his own 
grandeur and majesty as well as of his invincibility and strength inspite of clear 
evidence to the contrary. Ravana, being a king of the demon race, was supposed to be 
intelligent, wise and practical enough, as all kings are expected to be, to have realised 
the consequences of fighting a war of which the result was a foregone conclusion. He 
should have been alarmed especially after having experienced what havoc Hanuman 
had earlier caused to Lanka by burning it to ashes. He had also known how the other 
demons who had tried to act smart with Lord Ram earlier had met their death: there 
were a number of them, viz. Tadaka, Subahu, Marich, Khar, Dushan, Kabandh, 
Viradh etc. (refer: Geetawali, Lanka Kand, verse no. 6/1). 

But even in the face of such obvious and incontrovertible signs of impending 
devastation, Ravans remains stubborn under delusions of his own strength and 
invincibility. Instead of being prudent and making peace with Ram, he adopted a 
stubborn and a confrontational attitude. | 
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sunu khala! maim tohi bahuta bujhayo. 

eto mana satha! bhayo mohabasa, janatahü cahata bisa khayau.. 1.. 
jagata-bidita ati bira bali-bala janata hau, kidhaurn aba bisarayo. 

binu prayasa so'u hatyo ēka sara, saranagatapara prema dekhayo.. 2.. 
pavahuge nija karama-janita phala, bhale thaura hathi baira barhayo. 
banara-bhalu capeta lapetina marata, taba hvaihai pachitayo.. 3.. 
haur hi dasana toribe layaka, kaha karaum, jo na ayasu payo. 

aba raghubira-bana-bidalita ura sovahigo ranabhümi suhayo.. 4.. 
abicala raja bibhisanako saba, jehi raghunatha-carana cita layo. 
tulasidasa yahi bhamiti bacana kahi garajata calyo bali-nrpa jayo.. 5.. 


Angad as an Emissary of Lord Ram in the court of Ravana-III 
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Verse no. 6/4—[In stanza no. 5 of verse no. 6/3 herein above, we have read how 
Angad smiled and bowed his head at the delusions that the Lord creates in the minds 
of those who are in the final throes of death. In this verse we read Angad’s angry 
reply to Ravana. In this context, refer also to: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, (i) 
Doha no. 24 along with Chaupai line nos. 12-16 that precede it; (ii) Chaupai line no. 5 
that precedes Doha no. 24—to Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 31; (iii) 
Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes Doha no. 33—to Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes 
Doha no. 34; (iv) Chaupai line nos. 6-13 that precede Doha no. 35.] 


Angad said once again (as a rebuke and retort to Ravana's haughty talk), *You wicked 
rascal, listen (sunu khala)! I tried to make you see reason (which would have saved 
you from destruction), but out of delusion you have become so haughty and arrogant 
that you willfully wish to eat poison (1). 


Don't you remember the world famous warrior Baali, or have you forgotten him? 
Look, Lord Ram killed him by a single arrow!, and showed affection towards Sugriv 
who had sought his (Lord Ram's) refuge (2). 

[ Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Sortha/Doha no. 33 ka.] 


You would also follow suit: for in all sooth you have dug your own grave by making 
Lord Ram an enemy! Now, during the battle, when you'll be thrashed and pounded 
and pulverized by monkeys and bears, then you'll repent (but it would be too late by 
then)? (3). 

[ Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 6-7 that precede 
Sortha/Doha no. 33.] 


I am capable of knocking off your teeth; but I have not got this command from Lord 
Ram, and I am so sorry I couldn't do it (knock your teeth off)! Now soon you'll lie 
down in the battlefield on being perforated by Lord Ram's arrows’ (4). 

['Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes 
Doha no. 34. 

^Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 8-9 that precede 
Sortha/Doha no. 33.] 


Your kingdom would be given to Vibhishan who has diverted his mind to Lord Ram's 
holy feet and has developed devotion for them (i.e. for Lord Ram himself). 

Tulsidas says, after saying such harsh words of warning and reproach, Angad 
departed from there, roaring loudly (5). 


Kk K k k 2K 2K K K 
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Part 5 


The War Begins: The Attack by Lord Ram’s Forces and the Horrors of 
War; The Sack of Lanka; Death of Kumbhakaran and Meghanad; 
The Battle with Ravana and His Death. 


Introduction: 


Now we shall begin with the narration of the Epic War of Lanka that ravaged the once 
beautiful city of gold called Lanka which was ruled by Ravana, the king of the proud 
demon race, and a magnificent city that was not only a pride of the demon race on 
earth but rivalled even the city of gods in heaven, called Alka Puri where their king 
Indra ruled, in its splendour and glory. 

This blood-curdling war led to the death of all the cruel and sinful demons, 
including Ravana, the famed and brave king of the demon race, along with his close 
associates as well as family members such as his son Meghnad, who had once 
vanquished Indra, the king of gods, during his heydays of power and fame, and 
Kumbhakaran who was Ravana’s brother, and equally powerful and strong as him. 

Only Vibhishan survived the war, and it was because he had been wise and 
prudent to leave his sinful family and take refuge with Lord Ram. 

The primary reason why this war was made necessary in the first place was to 
free the earth from the horrors created by the demons, to free the creatures of this 
world from the constant torments caused to them by the demons, and to restore the 
balance in favour of the virtues of goodness and righteousness that had been severely 
disturbed by the onslaught of the demons who threw their weight against these virtues 
and favoured negative causes of evilness, vices and sinfulness by the sheer force of 
their might. The victory of Lord Ram in this epic war symbolised the end of tyranny 
and neutralisation of the negative forces of sinfulness, evilness and vices. It marked 
the restoration of peace and order in the world, of the victory of good over bad, so that 
the Lord’s creation and its creatures could live an orderly life with peace. 

After all, this was the primary reason why Lord Vishnu had to come down to 
earth in a human form as Lord Ram. {Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai 
line no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 184—to Doha no. 187.} 

But to achieve this noble objective the Lord had to plan carefully because of 
the many boons Ravana that had been granted by the creator Brahma as well as Lord 
Shiva to him which made him virtually invincible. One such strategy was to get the 
Lord’s wife Sita kidnapped by Ravana so that the Lord would get an excuse to get rid 
of her abductor and tormentor in order to free her from his captivity. That is in fact the 
reason why Ravana failed to listen to all advice to give Sita back to Lord Ram so as to 
avoid the destructive war—because the Lord himself did not want it, for if Ravana 
had returned Sita it would have pre-empted the Lord’s effort to eliminate the scourge 
of the demons. In order to give effect to his planning, Lord Ram, who was a 
personified form of Lord Vishnu, the Supreme Being, employed his cosmic powers to 
create delusions, the power that is known as ‘Maya’, which cast its spell upon 
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Ravana’s wisdom and clouded his thinking so much that he failed to see things 
distinctly like a man who is hallucinating. 

Therefore, the other objective of the war, which was to free Sita from the 
clutches of her tormentor Ravana, too was fulfilled when Lord Ram attained victory 
and Ravana was killed. 


In order to comprehensively describe this Epic War in vivid details and at the same 
time help the reader to clearly mark its landmark events, we shall structure our 
narrative in the form of following five Chapters: 

Chapter 14: The Attack by Lord Ram’s Forces—The Horrifying and Blood- 
Curdling War between the Demons and the Army of Monkeys and Bears; The Sack of 
Lanka begins; The Ravages of War. 

Chapter 15: The first round of Battle with Meghnad leading to Laxman’s 
fainting. 

Chapter 16: Battle with Kumbhakaran and His Death. 

Chapter 17: The second round of Battle with Meghnad and His Death. 

And, Chapter 18: The Final Battle with Ravana and His Death. 


That said, now let us begin with the narrative. 


Chapter 14 


The Attack by Lord Ram’s Forces—The Horrifying and Blood-Curdling 
War between the Demons and the Army of Monkeys and Bears; The Sack 
of Lanka begins; The Ravages of War. 


When Angad returned and briefed Lord Ram about what transpired in the court of 
Ravana, saying in essence that his mission to find a peaceful way to end the logjam 
had failed because Ravana was not ready to relent, the Lord gave instructions to his 
commanders to prepare to launch of the war. 

The Lord’s army was divided into four main segments, each headed by a 
senior commander. This was done because the fort of Lanka had four gates, and 
therefore each division of the Lord’s army was to attack a gate assigned to it, and 
breach its defenses to enter through it. The monkeys and bears were already so 
excited and rearing for action that restraining them was in itself a difficult task till 
now, so as soon as the green signal to attack was given, there was nothing stopping 
them; all hell appeared to break loose. This formidable, ferocious and powerful army 
of Lord Ram thundered and roared and yelled and chuckled with a deafening sound as 
they fiercely lunged forward for the attack on the fort of Lanka; they resembled a 
huge bank of dark doomsday clouds ascending rapidly from the horizon to descend on 
the capital city of the demons to cover the whole place in a dark shroud of death and 
destruction. 

This army so overwhelmed the demons that when it arrived they panicked. 
There was a huge tumult in Lanka; demon females and children wailed and screamed; 
demon warriors grabbed their weapons and dashed forward to meet the invading army 
head-on. 
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Ravana ordered his demon warriors to go after the monkeys and bears like a 
pack of hungry and famished wolves; to tear them apart and leave no one alive. 
Hence, the first wave of clashes betwixt Lord Ram’s army and Ravana’s army were 
like two cymbals being clanged energetically, or like two muscular and angry lions 
having a fierce face-off. Each side was cheering its Lord; the demons hailed Ravana 
while the monkeys and bears hailed Lord Ram. 

In the midst of this uproarious scene, a demon named Malyawant, who was 
the maternal grandfather of Ravana, tried to persuade him for one last time to come to 
his senses and not become the destroyer of his own race. But as was expected, he 
wouldn’t listen. 

The War of Lanka has been vividly described by Goswami Tulsidas in his two 
classical works, viz. Ram Charit Mana and Kavitawali Ramayan. However, the 
mayhem and devastation unleashed by the army of monkeys and bears which went 
berserk in Lanka, plundering and ransacking the city of the demons once thought to 
be impregnable and immune to any misfortune, because ‘misfortune’ itself felt 
terrified of Ravana to ever cast its evil eye on his city, is not described more better, in 
greater graphis detail, and in a better poetic way, as is done by Tuslidas in ‘Kavitawali 
Ramayan’. Besides reading them we shall also be reading from Veda Vyas’ classical 
narration of this epic Story in Adhyatma Ramayan. 

As we move along with the narration, we shall also include 'Geetawali 
Ramayan’ in subsequent chapters as we have been doing earlier in our Book. This 
approach with the narration of the Epic War of Lanka from all these four classics 
mentioned here will make our own narrative very fascinating and interesting to read. 


Meanwhile, for the purpose of describing the opening scenes of the war front and the 
first wave of the attack on Lanka which is the subject matter in this Chapter no. 14, 
we shall divide it into the following three Sections: 

(1) Section 14.1—Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 2 that 
precedes Doha no. 38—to Chanda line nos. 1-4 that precedes Doha no. 49. 

(ii) Section 14.2 Adhyatma Ramayan, Lanka/Yuddha Kand, Canto 5, verse 
nos. 25-64. 

(iii) Section 14.3 Kavitawali Ramayan, Lanka Kand, verse nos. 30-51. 


Kk k k k 2K K K 


Section 14.1: Ram Charit Manas 


Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha 
no. 38—to Chanda line nos. 1-4 that precedes Doha no. 49:- 


Bel WH sinels Geta | sg AA dest fae Arar 3 I 
efe amar aria dart | ate fafa epuret GATT i v ul 
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iham rama angadahi bolava. ā'i carana pankaja siru nava. 3. 
ati adara samipa baithari. bole bihamsi krpala kharari. 4. 


[We now resume the Story by picking up the thread from where we had left it earlier, 
i.e. from the point where Angad left Ravana's court to return to his own camp— 
apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Doha no. 35-a. 

After leaving Ravan's court, Angad returned to his own camp. When Lord 
Ram was informed of his arrival, he called Angad and affectionately made him sit 
very close to him and report about the developments so that the next course of action 
can be decided upon.] 


Here (i.e. on Mt. Subel, where the army of monkeys and bears had made their camp), 
Lord Ram called Angad’. The latter went and reverentially bowed his head at the feet 
of the Lord. (3) 


To show great affection and honour to Angad, Lord Ram, who was the slayer of the 
demon named Khar (krpala kharari), asked him most respectfully” to sit down near 
him, and then the Lord said to him, --- (4) 


[Note—'Upon his return from Lanka, Angad did not go straight to Lord Ram, but sent 
someone to inform the Lord of his arrival. Why did Angad refrain from going straight 
to the Lord? One, he wished to observe protocol, and it required him to first send a 
message that he has come back to report to the Lord, and now he seeks an 
appointment. Two, Angad was not sure if his mission would be considered as 
successful or failure by the Lord, so he wished to first send a feeler through a 
messenger to inform the Lord of his arrival from Lanka so that this messenger could 
come back and inform Angad how the Lord reacted at this news. 

Why was Angad doubtful about the success of his mission? It is because 
Angad had failed to persuade Ravana to return Sita to Lord Ram and avoid the 
devastating war inspite of his best efforts. He compared the result of his own mission 
with that of Hanuman: in the case of Hanuman the mission was successful because 
Sita had been found by him, but in his own case it could be regarded as not being 
completely successful because Ravana could not be persuaded to give Sita back and 
avoid the war. 

Besides this, he was not sure if Lord Ram had liked his action of kicking 
Ravana’s crowns without permission. But in this regard Angad felt that it would be 
alright with the Lord, for he had not been annoyed with Hanuman when told that the 
latter had burnt the city of Lanka without the Lord’s express permission. When a 
messenger, an envoy or an emissary is sent on a mission by his master, a lot of 
discretion and authority is given to him to deal with the situation on the ground as he 
deems fit and neccessary, as everything can’t be foretold and planned in advance. A 
good master or lord is one who gladly accepts what his ambassador has done and said. 
The only thing that the master would like to consider to judge his emissary’s 
performance is the latter’s integrity and loyalty to him, and see that the emissary has 
done nothing that undermines the master’s honour or sacrificed his interests. 

Both Hanuman and Angad had scored perfectly on these counts. So Lord Ram 
had been pleased with both of them when they came to report to him. 

To wit, when Angad was called by Lord Ram and shown special respect and 
honour, he felt very reassured that the Lord has not deemed his mission a failure or 
was annoyed with him in the least. On the other hand, the Lord’s warm welcome of 
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Angad clearly hinted that the Lord was fully pleased with him. At the time of sending 
Angad as his emissary, the Lord had given him a lot of discretion and the authority to 
use his own wisdom according to the situation#, so he was within his right in doing 
what he did as long as he had proved himself loyal to the Lord, and protected his 
honour and cause. {#Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 6-8 
that precede Doha no. 17.} 

The main aim of Lord Ram in sending Angad as an emissary to Ravana was to 
prevent anyone saying at a later date that the Lord did not attempt to solve the vexed 
issue in a peaceful way, though if this matter had been sorted out peacefully, and 
without the war that led to the slaying of Ravana and his cruel demon hordes, then the 
very purpose of Lord Vishnu coming down as Lord Ram would have been defeated. 
For, after avoiding death, Ravana would have laid low for some time, and then would 
have resumed his old sinful and cruel ways once again, who knows not with a 
vengeance. The torments and horrors of the demon race that had made Mother Earth 
and the Gods pray to Lord Vishnu to save them would have continued unabated. 

The question is: If this is the case, if Lord Ram actually wanted to use this 
excuse of Ravana abducting Sita to get rid of the menace of the demons, then why did 
choose to send an emissary to Ravana to find a peaceful way to end the confrontation, 
instead of going headlong into the war and slaying Ravana? 

The answer is this: Lord Ram is an ocean of mercy, compassion, kindness and 
grace, he is benevolent and magnanimous, he is forgiving and tolerant, he treats 
everyone alike. So he wished to give every possible chance to Ravana to improve 
himself and mend his vile ways. One sure indication of it would be his willingness to 
see his own fault and be ready to repent and apologize, not letting his ego and pride 
come in the way of repentance for wrong done, and promising to improve himself and 
not commit evil deeds in the future. By offering to make truce with Lord Ram, surely 
Ravana would have had to accept the Lord’s terms for peace, which obviously would 
have included, inter alia, a vow to stop his sinful and cruel ways forthwith, and to 
desist from terrorizing and tormenting the world henceforth. 

Ravana’s refusal to make peace with Lord Ram was therefore in line with the 
Lord’s wish and real objective—which was to eliminate Ravana along with his 
ferocious demons once and for all. Hence, there was no reason why Angad’s failure to 
persuade Ravana to make peace would at all annoy Lord Ram; rather, the Lord was 
glad that no such truce was made. 

This is the reason why Lord Ram “smiled” when he asked Angad to give 
details of his adventure (bole bihamisi). 


*Lord Ram had many things in mind when he showed affection, respect and honour to 
Angad by receiving him warmly and making him sit very close. The Lord wanted to 
clearly tell everyone that he loves Angad as much as he loves Hanuman, and 
especially because his father Baali, at the time of his death, had entrusted Angad's 
future in the hands of the Lord by making him his son's guardian—apropos: Ram 
Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, Chanda line nos. 7-8 that precede Doha no. 10. 

The Lord had shown great affection to Hanuman when he came back from 
Lanka with the news that Sita has been found—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar 
Kand, (1) Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 30; and (ii) once again in Chaupai 
line no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 33. Now, at that time Angad was watching how the 
Lord showered great honour, respect and affection on Hanuman. He (Angad) felt sad 
in his heart; he thought to himself that if it had been him, instead of his friend 
Hanuman, who had been successful in doing Lord Ram's work, then it would have 
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given him a chance of receiving the same honours and love that the Lord now gives 
Hanuman. Angad’s heart was very happy; he felt he did not live up to the Lord’s 
expectation; he felt that now onwards, Hanuman would be treated with favour by the 
Lord. 

Lord Ram is all-knowing and omniscient; he knows the very thought and the 
emotions of a creature as soon as they arise in his mind and heart. {Apropos: Ram 
Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes Doha no. 17.} 

This being so, the Lord immediately realised that Angad was feeling sad and 
heart-broken. ‘Well’, the Lord decided in his own heart, ‘I will compensate Angad for 
this. Next time I shall send him as my emissary, and when he comes back I'll show 
him affection and honour no less than what I have shown to Hanuman. Nay, I'll show 
him a bit more of it, because I owe this to him as his father has made me his 
guardian.’ This is why Lord Ram showed Angad ‘great respect and honour, while 
making him sit close to him’ (ati adara samipa baithari). 

Lord Ram also wished to tell Angad not to be afraid that he failed in his 
mission of persuading Ravana to give Sita back to the Lord and avoid the war, and 
that his action of kicking Ravana’s four crowns and sending them flying over to land 
at the feet of the Lord was uncalled for and an indecent behaviour for a messenger. 
Perhaps this is the reason why Angad did not go directly to Lord Ram after returning 
from Lanka, but had to be called by the Lord to give his report (iham’ rama 
angadahi bolava). 

The third reason for this especial show of ‘great respect and honour’ by the 
Lord to Angad is that the latter was a “prince” of the kingdom of Kishkindha, and not 
an ordinary member of the army. Even Hanuman, who was the Lord’s favourite 
warrior, was not a prince; whereas Angad was. Hence he deserved some special 
treatment, some more respect and honour as compared to others. The other exception 
for this special treatment was Sugriv because he was the ‘king’ of the monkey 
kingdom of Kishkindha. 

It ought to be noted that though Lord Ram showed affection to both Hanuman 
and Angad, there was a bit of a difference between the two. For one, Angad had Lord 
Ram's special sympathy and empathy because he was orphaned due to the death of 
his father Baali. Secondly, Lord Ram was made Angad's guardian by Baali at the time 
of his death, a responsibility which the Lord had to fulfil under all circumstances; so 
therefore Lord Ram treated Angad as is foster son. Hanuman too had been elevated to 
this exalted position because Sita had also addressed him as her son. {Apropos: Ram 
Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 16.) But that 
was after Hanuman had repeatedly addressed Sita as “mother”. (For instance, refer to: 
Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, (i) Doha no. 14 along with Chaupai line nos. 9-10 
that precede it; (11) Doha no. 15; (iii) Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes Doha no. 16.) 
Yet, Hanuman was not ‘orphaned’ like Angad. 

The fourth reason why Lord Ram showed such preferential treatment to 
Angad is that inspite of Ravana’s repeated provocation by way of reminding Angad of 
his father Baali* so that deep in his heart his suppressed resentment against those who 
caused his father’s death, i.e. Lord Ram and Sugriv, would burst out into the open, 
leading to Angad deserting Lord Ram’s cause, had failed, and Angad remained 
steadfast in his devotion and loyalty to the Lord. {*Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka 
Kand, (1) Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 21; (ii) Chaupai line no. 9 that 
precedes Doha no. 24; (111) Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 34.} 

So Lord Ram had a softer corner for Angad in his heart that no one else could 
replace. The Lord wished to tell Angad that he must never feel isolated, and never 
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hesitate to approach the Lord, for he (Lord Ram) has great respect and affection for 
him. And in order to hint it, the Lord overtly showed ‘great respect and honour to 
Angad and made him sit close to him as he would have sat his own son'.] 


aa alae AA HOD aa Her eng Wes AAT UG N 


Way Ia Hot Steal | IST Act Set BT SET RT N & N 
ae Ape Te at Bene | Hag ad Hat fate um 9 N 


balitanaya kautuka ati mohi. tata satya kahu pücha'umi tohi. 5. 
ravanu jatudhana kula tika. bhuja bala atula jasu jaga lika. 6. 
tasu mukuta tumha cari cala'e. kahahu tata kavani bidhi pa'e. 7. 


[Lord Ram said to Angad—] ‘Oh son of Baali (balitanaya)! I am very amazed! about 
one thing and am curious to learn more about it. So, oh my dear (tata), I request you 
to tell me the truth. (5) 


Ravana is the most acclaimed and the bravest member of the demon race, and he is 
famous in the world for the strength of his arms which has no match or parallel 
anywhere. (6) 


You had sent four of his crowns rolling here’; this is an amazing and astounding feat. 
So my dear (tata), I do really (appreciate your wondrous feat and I) wish to know 
how you managed to do it; how you managed to first get hold of them, and then send 
them rolling here.’ (7) 


[Note— Many unprecedented and amazing things have occurred in this Lanka Kand 
besides the one Lord Ram refers to presently: Angad kicking the four crowns of 
Ravana, and sending them rolling over to Lord Ram. 

To begin with, the first was the construction of the floating bridge measuring a 
distance of 100 Yojans (800 miles approx.) across the choppy surface of the water of 
the ocean. (Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes 
Doha no. 1—to Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 2.} 

The next astonishing feat was how a single arrow shot by Lord Ram, almost 
casually from his camp on Mt. Subel, had gone and precisely struck the ten crowns on 
Ravana's head, as well as his wife Mandodari's earrings, making them all fall to the 
ground, and then, wonder of wonders, this arrow came back to enter Lord Ram's 
quiver. The greatest wonder in this incident is that it was night time, and to shoot an 
arrow so precisely in the dark is absolutely stunning and truly amazing. (Refer: Ram 
Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Doha no. 13 along with Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes 
it. 

The third miraculous and unbelievable thing is that none of the mighty 
demons, who had prided themselves for their stupendous muscular strength and 
astounding physical powers, who had conquered the whole world and ran through the 
heaven like an unstoppable juggernaut, hadn't been able to move the foot of Angad 
when he planted them on the ground, no matter how hard they had tried, individually 
and jointly. (Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes 
Doha no. 34—to Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 35.} 
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Likewise, many amazing deeds were done and many stunning feats were 
accomplished during the course of the war which we shall be reading by-and-by. 


Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Doha no. 32-a along with Chaupai line nos. 
3-10 that precede it.] 


Cl aaa ue Tat iAH! Ede WT WE 
"IH wr se dz fewer qu St Tals Aa He SIT S Ii 
viter et & cun Gere | are fert wf are ufé 3mm i go i 


sunu sarbagya pranata sukhakari. mukuta na hohim bhüpa guna cari. 8. 
sama dana aru danda bibheda. nrpa ura basahim natha kaha beda. 9. 
niti dharma ke carana suha'e. asa jiyam jani natha pahim a'e. 10. 


Angad replied, ‘Listen oh Lord. You are all-knowing and omniscient (sarbagya), and 
you bestow happiness to those who come to bow before you and seek shelter with you 
(pranata sukhakar!). These are not ordinary crowns; but they symbolise the four 
great qualities and outstanding virtues that make a king great, that a great king must 
possess. (8) 


Oh Lord; the Vedas (which ancient scriptures that are repositories of knowledge and 
wisdom covering all spheres of human activity, including religious and secular) assert 
that a good king is one who always keeps in mind the four chief tools of statecraft 
(which he employs according to the situation at hand). These are the following: (1) the 
ability to arrive at a consensus and have a reconciliatory approach to the issue at hand 
that may seem vexing (Sama); (ii) the willingness to give liberally and make charity 
so that he acquires a good reputation as well as a following of loyal subjects who have 
benefited from his largesse (dana); (iii) the wisdom to decide when and how to use 
force or coercive methods in order to make things turn in his favour, and to punish an 
offender (danda); and (iv) the tact to create dissension in his opponents so that they 
fail to remain united (because then it would make them weak and easily 
manoeuvreable) (bibheda). (9) 


The four crowns of Ravana (that had come flying to you when I kicked them) 
represented these aforementioned stellar qualities of diplomacy and good governance 
that a great king must possess as envisioned and espoused by the scriptures. When 
they found Ravana not fit for them, they came on their own to you to present 
themselves at your feet”.’ (10) 


[Note—' “Oh Lord,” said Angad, “you know the mystery behind the four crowns; you 
know what they actually signify. Yet, since you have asked me, well then, I shall tell 
you what I think about them, and why they came rolling over to you after abandoning 
Ravana. Oh Lord, you have told me to “tell the truth", so I shall tell you the true 
mystery or secret behind these four crowns as I understand it." 


^What an excellent interpretation has been done by Angad. The crowns on the head of 
Ravana symbolised the virtues of a great king. The four crowns representing the four 
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excellent qualities of a great king as enumerated herein above decided to leave 
Ravana because he had lately lost his eligibility to wear them. So they first left 
Ravana’s head by falling to the ground, which means they abandoned him, and when 
he tried to put them back on his head they virtually refused and pleaded with Angad to 
move them out of Ravana’s physical reach. Nay, they not only refused to go back to 
Ravana but also asked Angad to get them out of Lanka as fast as he could. The only 
way to do so was to kick them and send them flying away out reach of Ravana and his 
demons. These four crowns landed before Lord Ram and sought acceptance by him. 

Angad summed up his experience of Ravana’s character by using this 
metaphor of the four crowns. This in brief explained why he was unable to persuade 
Ravana to make truce; it was because Ravana lacked any of the four qualities needed 
by a king to resolve a vexed issue. 

How was Angad justified in making this conclusion? Let us analyse: 

The first virtue is ‘reconciliation’ (Sama): Ravana obviously was not in its 
favour. 

The second virtue is ‘being liberal in gifting or giving’ (dana): Ravana 
obstinately refused to give Sita back for no rhyme or reason. 

The third is ‘punishment or use of force’ (danda): Ravana failed to either 
punish or use force against all those who offended him, viz. Hanuman, Angad, 
Vibhishan (his brother who deserted him to join Lord Ram), Suka (his messenger who 
pleaded with him to end hostility with Lord Ram, as well as lavishly praised the 
Lord), and Mandodari (his wife who too did what Suka had done). 

And lastly, the fourth is ‘create dissension in the rank of the enemy’ 
(bibheda): Ravana failed in this skill too because instead of creating dissension in the 
enemy quarter he created an enemy in his own brother Vibhishan who deserted him 
and joined his adversary’s camp. Another instance of his failure in this sphere of 
statecraft is his attempt to incite Angad to revolt against Sugriv and Lord by 
reminding him repeatedly they were the cause of death of his father Baali, but Angad 
did not bite his bait.] 
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dharmahina prabhu pada bimukha kala bibasa dasasisa. 
tehi parihari guna a'e sunahu kosaladhisa. 38 (a). 


[Angad continued—] ‘Listen oh Lord of Kaushal (“kOsaladhisa”; i.e. Lord Ram, the 
Lord of the kingdom of Ayodhya, of which ‘Kaushal’ was another name)! The ten- 
headed Ravana (dasasisa) has no Dharma! left in him; he has abandoned this noble 
way of life (dharmahina). Not only this, he is opposed to you, and has no affection 
and devotion for your holy feet (prabhu pada bimukha)’, and to compound the 
problems and make matters worse for him he is also under the influence of Kaal 
(death) which has gripped him in its vice-like grip, completely obstructing his wisdom 
and eclipsing his common sense, thereby preventing him from being rationale and 
acting wisely (kala bibasa)'. 

Under these unfortunate and negative circumstances (which are unbecoming 
of a king and cause his downfall), the four noble and positive virtues that make a 
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creature great, righteous, respected and honourable (and which a king must possess) 
decided to leave him and come to you in a symbolic manner, to take refuge with you 
(in the guise of the four crowns that came rolling over to you, because these excellent 
virtues I have mentioned herein above thought that Ravana was not a proper 
candidate to lend the glories associated with them to him).' (Doha no. 38-a) 


[Note—'The term “Dharma” covers a wide spectrum of excellent qualities that makes 
a person renowned and worthy of great respect and honour. The term would therefore 
include such good virtues as righteousness, auspiciousness, probity, propriety, noble 
thought and conduct, ethics, morality, and everything else that is laudable and worthy 
of emulation. 


*Lord Ram is deemed to be an embodiment of all the excellent qualities that come 
under the umbrella of the term ‘Dharma’; the Lord is an upholder of ‘Dharma’. And 
one of the many facets or aspects of Dharma is to be respectable to the Supreme 
Being. 

Lord Ram is a personified form of the Supreme Being too, and since he is an 
upholder of Dharma, so therefore anyone who is disrespectable to the Lord is showing 
disrespect to the Supreme Lord of this creation as well as Dharma. 

Refer also to: (a) what Angad has said to Ravana in Ram Charit Manas, Lanka 
Kand, (i) Chaupai line nos. 6-8 that precede Doha no. 35; (ii) Chaupai line nos. 1-2 
that precede Doha no. 27; and (b) what Mandodari tells Ravana in Chaupai line no. 8 
that precedes Doha no. 14—to Doha no. 15. 

To wit, since Ravana was opposed and hostile to Lord Ram, the virtues of 
Dharma decided that their place was not with Ravana but with Lord Ram. So they 
abandoned the demon king Ravana, and instead sought refuge with the king of 
Kaushal, Lord Ram. 


*Even Ravana's wife Mandodari has concluded that her husband is acting recklessly 
and refuses to heed any kind of good advice because he is under the grip of death, and 
it is the fiat of fate and the writ of destiny that he is now destined to die, so it's useless 
to talk with him and make him see reason—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, (a) Sundar 
Kand, Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 37; (b) Lanka Kand, (ii) Chaupai line 
no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 8; (iii) Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 16; (iv) 
Chaupai line nos. 7-8 that precede Doha no. 37; (v) Chaupai line no. 13 that precedes 
Doha no. 104. 


“The ‘four grand virtues’ that abandoned Ravana are mentioned by Angad in Chaupai 
line no. 9 that precedes Doha no. 38 herein above. ] 
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Hearing this witty answer of Angad, the son of Baali (balikumara), the magnanimous 
and benevolent Lord Ram (ramu udara) smiled politely (as the Lord was amused by 
Angad's cleverness and presence of mind)!. 

Then, Angad proceeded to give a report to the Lord and brief him about Lanka 
and its fort”. (Doha no. 38-b) 


[Note—'Observing that the Lord was pleased with his answer as was evident when 
the Lord ‘smiled’, Angad felt glad. He then gave a detailed account of Lanka and its 
fort to the Lord so that strategic planning for the military offensive can be finalised. 

There was one occasion earlier when Lord Ram has smiled in a similar way. It 
was when, after pitching his camp on Mt. Subel, the Lord had observed the moon 
rising in the eastern sky and had asked his companions what they made of it, 
Hanuman had offered a witty answer, saying that the slight darkness in the brilliance 
of the moon’s disc is due to the fact that an image of the Lord, who has a dark 
complexion, resides in the heart of the Moon God as the latter is the Lord’s ardent 
devotee, and the dark shade in the moon’s otherwise silvery disc is a reflection of the 
Lord’s image permanently residing in the heart of the deity of the moon. {Apropos: 
Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Doha no. 12.} 

With this clever answer, Angad endeared himself to Lord Ram and placed 
himself on the same pedestal as Hanuman; he showed that he is no less devoted to the 
Lord than his friend Hanuman was. And that is why Lord Ram ‘smiled’. 

The Lord’s ‘smile’ meant that he was very amused by the reply of Angad as 
much as he was by the reply of Hanuman earlier. 


^We have read earlier that Angad had walked through the streets of Lanka on his way 
to the palace of Ravana; he had also met and killed one of Ravana’s sons on the way. 
As he walked like a conqueror through the avenues of the city of Lanka, the demon 
citizens thought that he was the same monkey (Hanuman) who had burnt their city 
earlier; so they were so terrified of him and out of their wits that they swiftly moved 
away from his path wherever he went, and some even volunteered to show him the 
way to Ravana’s court just in order to avoid his sterns glance questioning them, 
fearing to invite his wrath if they demurred and failed to give him the correct 
direction. {Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Doha no. 18 along with Chaupai 
line nos. 3-10 that precede it.} 

Angad had taken careful mental notes of his surroundings and a layout of the 
city, as well as its level of security and preparedness in case of an assault, as he 
headed to Ravana’s court. The city was expected to be on the highest level of alert as 
the news of an invading army already camping on the shore of the island of Lanka had 
already reached it, and it was the talk of the town. So Angad’s report was quite 
accurate and updated. A lot must have changed since Hanuman’s visit; so the final 
strategy for the offensive was devised on Angad’s field report that was current. 

What was the outline of Angad’s brief? We shall get a clear hint of it in 
Chaupai line no. 2 herein below—in which Lord Ram has summoned his advisors to 
say that the fort of Lanka has four giant and strong gates, and therefore the strategy 
for breaching the defenses of Lanka should be devised accordingly. | 
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caupat. 


ripu ke samacara jaba pa'e. rama saciva saba nikata bola'e. 1. 
lanka bamke cari du'ara. kehi bidhi lagi'a karahu bicara. 2. 


[From now onwards, the author of this Book will narrate the thrilling and awe- 
inspiring proceedings of the 'Great Epic War of Lanka' as if he were a war 
correspondent writing his memoirs based not only on his own recollections of the 
events as they unfolded at that time but also by collating vivid descriptions presented 
by other contemporary correspondents who had themselves witnessed this Epic Saga. 
This approach will present to the esteemed reader of this magnificent Book a vivid, a 
four-dimensional, and a comprehensive picture of the events that unfolded during the 
Epic War of Lanka. In fact, as must have been noted by now by my respected readers, 
this has been a constant feature of our Book—that we have read four classical Texts 
all throughout our reading, as it helps one to be acquainted with the Story from four 
different angles, aspects or perspectives. 

To wit, the *four war correspondents' whose detailed description of the War of 
Lanka that have been cited and collated here stand for the four classical Texts which 
we shall be quoting, and, as said above, which we have actually been doing 
throughout our Book, viz. Ram Charit Manas, Kavitawali Ramayan, Geetawali 
Ramayan, and Adhyatma Ramayan. 

That said, now let us proceed.] 


When Lord Ram received all the vital bits of information regarding the enemy forces 
and their formidable fort of Lanka, he summoned all his ministers and said, --- (1) 


--- ‘Lanka has four strong, massive gates which are virtually impenetrable. How shall 
we lay siege to them and effectively breach them—think over this matter urgently and 
devise a strategy accordingly.' (2) 
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taba kapisa ricchésa bibhisana. sumiri hrdayam dinakara kula bhüsana. 3. 
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Then the three chief commanders of the Lord's army, viz. Sugriv, the king of the 
monkeys, Jamvant who was the king of the bears, and Vibhishan who was a prince of 
the demon race and a brother of Ravana, and who had come to surrender and take 
refuge with Lord Ram earlier, remembered or invoked the glory of the Lord, who was 
like a jewel of the Solar race to which the family of the illustrious king Raghu 
belonged, in their hearts while pondering over the matter and consulting each other to 
finalise a strategy. 

[To wit, the chief commanders of the army prayed to the Supreme Being and 
invoked his grace before discussing the matter and arriving at a consensus.] (3) 
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After thoroughly discussing the affair they arrived at a firm decision. They divided the 
mammoth army into four divisions, --- (4) 


--- And appointed an appropriate field commander for each division. After that, they 
called all the commanders and their subordinates as well as the rest of the warriors (to 
brief them of the strategy and the outline of the offensive)’. (5) 


[Note—'Since Lanka’s fort had four gates, it was felt necessary to divide the army 
into four divisions, with each division assigned the task to tackle one gate. ] 
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prabhu pratapa kahi saba samujha'e. suni kapi singhanada kari dha'e. 6. 
harasita rama carana sira navahim. gahi giri sikhara bira saba dhavahirn. 7. 
garjahim tarjahim bhalu kapisa. jaya raghubira kosaladhisa. 8. 


When the mammoth army had assembled for a parade prior to the actual launch of the 
assault on Lanka, the chief commanders addressed it! to explain the rationale behind 
the war as well as to raise the morale of the warriors and infuse confidence in their 
rank and file by lauding the glory, the divinity, the mystical powers and the majesty of 
Lord Ram, their supreme commander. 

When the briefing ended and orders to proceed were given, the warriors of the 
Lord's army surged forward to launch the assault with a thunderous roar like that 
made by an attacking lion. [Their roar reverberated in the sky like repeated claps of 
thunder emanating from a rapidly moving bank of dark clouds, and it made the earth 
tremble by its shock waves.]^ (6) 


Before departure, the warriors bowed their heads before the holy feet of Lord Ram (to 
seek his blessings), and then grabbing large ragged boulders and rocks that resembled 
summits of huge mountains (because of their sheer size), the army dashed forward for 
the attack on the fort of Lanka. (7) 


The mighty monkey and bear warriors jumped enthusiastically and yelled ferociously 
as they roared with a thunderous war cry citing the name of Lord Ram: ‘Glory to the 
Lord of Kaushal; Glory to the brave King of the Raghu dynasty’ (jaya raghubira 
kosaladhisa)!’ 


[Note—'The army assembled for a briefing. The chief commanders of the army 
extolled the exemplary valour, courage, gallantry and strength of the warriors; the 
commanders further motivated the warriors by telling them about the glories, the 
mystical powers and the majesty of their supreme Lord and Commander-in-chief, i.e. 
Lord Ram, alongside explaining to them the righteous and noble cause for which this 
war was being fought. 


1398 


This briefing infused dynamism and energy into the rank and file of the Lord’s 
army that was already restless for action and raring to go; it filled the army with 
confidence of victory, and it injected vigour and enthusiasm into each soldier. The 
fuse was lit and the spark of fire spread rapidly through the army, which bubbled with 
enthusiasm so much that it was daring to face the enemy and determined to reduce it 
to smithereens. 

An army with high morale, an army that is sure it is fighting a just war, and an 
army that is confident to win a war, is more likely to actually win it than an army that 
is not certain of its own ground on principles of morality and righteousness of the 
cause for which it is expected to lay down its life. 


?A sky-shattering and ear-splitting uproar was raised as the formidable army of Lord 
Ram, of mammoth proportions, made its departure for launching the first wave of a 
massive and no-holds barred assault on the fort of Lanka, that would be followed by 
many more such waves of assaults as the war progressed from day to day. It was a 
war which would go down in the realms of history of warfare as one that was rivaled 
by none else in its ferocity, dare devilry, gallantry, valour, courage and resilience 
shown by all those involved; it was an epic war which, though devastating and 
singularly calamitous, finally settled the matter in favour of a right cause by 
eliminating the elements that had undermined this cause; it was a war that marked the 
triumph of good over evil; it was a war that helped restore Dharma in this creation, 
Dharma that had earlier been overturned by the savagery of the demon race.] 
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They (the monkeys and bears) knew that the fort of Lanka was exceptional strong and 
singularly formidable, making it virtually impregnable. Yet they were so much 
motivated and highly inspired by the remembrance of the glory and majestic powers 
of Lord Ram that they did not fear anything at all; they confidently and fearlessly 
proceeded ahead, with great zeal and dynamism. (9) 


The army approached the fort of Lanka from all the four directions as if dark clouds 
of doomsday rise from all the directions of the horizon to descend upon the earth and 
engulf it in a dark veil of death and destruction. While doing so, the warriors made 
chilling and ear-splitting war cries as if so many battle-drums and kettle-drums and 
war-trumpets were being played at the same time’. (10) 


[Note— The clouds of the doomsday do not come silently; they come roaring and 
thundering. Their sound is so violent and blood-curdling that the creature dies out of 
sheer fear even before the actual land fall of havoc and destruction that these clouds 
unleash by way of ferocious storms, rapid lightening strikes and deluge that drowns 
everything. 
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The scene of the huge aggressive army of monkeys and bears descending on 
the fort of Lanka from all corners of the island, roaring and thundering viciously, 
stomping the ground violently, yelling ferociously, baring their sharp teeth and 
showing their extended claws menacingly, was no less chilling than that of the rapidly 
moving clouds that cover the sky over the earth at the time of doomsday. | 
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jayati rama jaya lachimana jaya kapisa sugriva. 
garjahim singhanada kapi bhalu maha bala sinva. 39. 


Verily indeed, the monkey and bear warriors, who exemplified the best of the 
combined virtues of valour, courage, strength and gallantry, roared enthusiastically 
like a fearless lion (the king of the forest and the lord of the animal kingdom), 
cheering their Lord Ram, his brother Laxman, as well as their own king Sugriv, the 
lord of the monkey kingdom. 

They yelled passionately in one voice: ‘Glory to Lord Ram; Glory to Laxman; 
Glory to Sugriv!’! (Doha no. 39) 


[Note— In ancient times when wars were fought face-to-face in the battle-field 
between two great armies, unlike how wars are fought today, both the sides raised 
their own war cries that marked their independent identities. 

So while the army of monkeys and bears cheered their own commanders such 
as Lord Ram, Laxman and Sugriv, and at the same time made a lot of loud noise to 
announce that they have arrived and are ready for battle, the army of demons would 
respond by cheering their king Ravana and beating their own war-drums and sounding 
other instruments that are routinely played during battles to announce that they were 
ready too—apropos: Chaupai line nos. 2-3 that precede Doha no. 41 herein below.] 
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lankam bhaya'u kolahala bhari. suna dasanana ati ahamikari. 1. 
dékhahu banaranha keri dhitha't. bihamisi nisacara sena bola’. 2. 


Meanwhile, there was a great tumult in Lanka. When the ten-headed Ravana, who 
was extremely arrogant and haughty, heard of the developments, --- (1) 


--- He said to himself with a sarcastic attitude, ‘Look how foolish and stubborn the 
monkeys are (that they have had the temerity to attack my city, thereby voluntarily 
pushing themselves into the jaws of death)!’ 

Thinking thus, he sneered scornfully and summoned (the commanders of) his 
demon army. (2) 
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[Note—'Why did Ravana scoff with contempt at the news of the arrival of the 
monkey army? The answer is to be found shortly in what he said to his demon 
warriors. (Refer: Chaupai line nos. 3-5 that follow herein below. }] 


STU le let ch UY garda Ga Prax AT i 3 I 
ata wf atgera Ge Het UTE aS sien ferfér erat ui ¥ t 
Que Genet aE fafa wre iere aft rep ates wer ATEN I 


a'e kisa kala ke prere. chudhavanta saba nisicara mere. 3. 
asa kahi attahasa satha kinha. grha baithem ahara bidhi dinha. 4. 
subhata sakala carihum disi jahü. dhari dhari bhalu kisa saba khahü. 5. 


When Ravana stood to address his army of demon warriors that had assembled to hear 
his command, he haughtily observed: *These monkeys have been driven here by the 
wind of their own death, and behold my demon warriors who are all hungry to devour 
them!’ (3) 


After making this contemptuous remark, he laughed derisively in a thunderous way to 
mock the monkeys. Then he turned to his demon army and ordered: ‘The Creator is so 
kind to us that he has served us food right at our doorstep, while we sit at home. [We 
are all hungry, and the Creator is so gracious that he has provided us food even 
without our going out to hunt for it.] (4) 


Oh you excellent demon warriors who are champions in their own right (subhata)! 
All of you go forthwith and proceed furiously in all the four directions; catch hold of 
the monkeys and the bears wherever you can find them, and then eat all of them up." 


(5) 


[Note— For quite some time now, none of the demons had dared to go out of the fort 
of Lanka to hunt and acquire food for the city because of fear of the monkeys and 
bears who had laid siege of Lanka. Food, which for the demons meant meat-based 
supplies, was quickly running out, and what still remained was being rationed. The 
demons, who had large appetites, were therefore virtually famished with limited 
supply of food at their disposal. 

This is what Ravana hints at. Now with the monkeys and bears right at the 
gates of Lanka, the hungry demon warriors would theoretically have a field day, 
feasting and replenishing their depleted supplies of meat. 

The demons were already smarting from aggravated battery of insult and 
humiliation to which they were subjected by Hanuman and Angad; they were furious 
with un-requitted anger because of the shame that both Hanuman and Angad had 
inflicted upon them and their whole race, including their king Ravana, and the way 
their golden city of Lanka had been devastated. 

It is true that a lot many of the demon citizens were extremely terrified of the 
monkeys and bears, first because of the devastation caused by Hanuman in Lanka 
with no one daring to check him, and second in the way Angad had fearlessly rebuked 
Ravana and trounced his pride in full court, even going to the extent of disdainfully 
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kicking Ravana’s crowns, which were symbols of his majesty and authority, thereby 
inflicting an insult and humiliation on the pride and honour of the entire demon race 
in a manner that could never ever be revenged or requited by them, with no one to 
check him either, but it is also true that a lot many of the demons, especially the 
watrior class, must have been furious at these developments and were violently 
itching to get an opportunity to settle scores with their enemy, the monkeys and the 
bears. 

Hence, when Ravana gave them the green signal to go and devour the 
invading army, it was a signal to wreak their suppressed anger upon the enemy with a 
vengeance, and do it vigorously, because now was the opportunity to seek severe 
retribution for the wrong done to them by Hanuman and Angad, and for which they 
had been waiting eagerly till now. So there was no stopping the demon warriors now 
as they dashed forward furiously, in large and multiple groups, to spit their venomous 
wrath mercilessly on the monkeys and bears. 

So Ravana was right when he thought that by ordering his demon warriors to 
have a free hand at killing and eating the invading army of monkeys and bears he is 
virtually unleashing a wild and ferocious pack of hungry wolves in order to get rid of 
a helpless flock of pigeons that has come un-invited to disturb him and dirty his city 
of Lanka with their droppings! | 
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[Lord Shiva, the primary narrator of this divine story of Ram Charit Manas, said to his 
consort Uma to whom he was narrating it.] 


Shiva said, ‘Listen Uma! Ravana was so deluded by his haughtiness that he resembled 
the bird known as sandpiper that goes to sleep with its legs pointing to the sky'.’ (6) 


The demon warriors sought Ravana’s final permission and embarked to carry out the 
orders given to them. They armed themselves with different kinds of weapons, such 
as, inter alia, slings, javelins, spears, lancets, iron clubs, batons, maces, battle-axes, 
forks, sickles, battle-knifes, wheels with razor-sharp edges, et al, as well as huge 
boulders and rocks (that were to be used as missiles). (7-8) 


[Note—'The sandpiper sleeps with its legs pointing to the sky in the belief that it will 
prevent the heaven from falling and crushing it while it is asleep. The bird is so stupid 
and ignorant and haughty at the same time that it harbours this ridiculous idea. The 
sky would neither fall to crush it, nor is it able to support the sky in case it does fall on 
it. 

Similarly, Ravana, in his ignorance and haughtiness, had become so deluded 
that he thought it was a joke to kill the monkeys and bears to feed his hungry demon 
hordes in the same way as the demons used to hunt and kill other creatures for food.] 
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Even as carnivorous birds-of-prey swoop down on pieces of red stones thinking them 
to be pieces of red meat [9], unaware of the intensity of agony and severity of pain 
that their foolishness would cause them (because by striking at the stone they bloody 
themselves and break their own beaks), the foolish and ignorant man-eating demons 
(manujada) lunged forward towards their own peril! [10]. (9-10) 


[Note—'To wit, the demon army did not realise that it is going to jump down a well 
of self-destruction when it dashed forward furiously and recklessly to clash headon 
with the army of monkeys and bears. ] 
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Countless numbers of mighty demon warriors, who were all extremely ferocious and 
vicious by nature, as well as were very valiant, brave, gallant and courageous, picked 
up whatever weapons they could lay their hands on, such as bows and arrows and 
many other types of arms and armaments, as they scampered forward excitedly and 
mounted the ramparts and battlements of the fort of Lanka’. (Doha no. 40) 


[Note— One section of the demon army rushed to the top of the wall of the fort of 
Lanka as it would be easy for them to pound the invading army from there even as 
their compatriots would face the enemy at the gates of the fort and on the ground 
around it. This is why those who rushed to the ramparts and battlements held bows 
and arrows so they can shoot at the enemy from the top, and those demon warriors 
who rushed to guard the gates and the ground around these gates had other weapons 
that are needed for face-to-face battle, such as slings, spears, batons, clubs, battle-axes 
et all as enumerated in verse nos. 7-8 that precede Doha no. 40 herein above.] 
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kota kamgüranhi sohahirn kaise. mēru kē srngani janu ghana baise. 1. 
bajahim dhola nisana jujha'ü. suni dhuni ho'i bhatanhi mana ca'ü. 2. 
bajahim bheri naphiri apara. suni kadara ura jahim darara. 3. 


The demon warriors adorning the ramparts and battlements of the fort appeared to 
resemble huge banks of dark clouds assembled over the summit of Mt. Sumeru, the 
golden mountain’. (1) 


Battle-drums and war-trumpets, as well as other musical instruments that are usually 
sounded during battles, were being played furiously. The provocative sound 
emanating from these musical instruments of war were meant to inject vigour, energy, 
courage and dynamism in the warriors; these sounds lifted their spirits and stoked 
their passions for battle, provoking them to fight ferociously and without pause. 
Hence, the sound of these instruments excited the demon warriors no end, and made 
them eager for battle. (2) 


The sound of kettle-drums and the clarionets was so shrill, sharp and thunderous that 
they made the hearts of the cowards crack in fear’. (3) 


[Note— The walls of the fort of Lanka, all its ramparts and battlements, were 
plastered with foils of gold, or may be they were made of bricks of gold like the rest 
of this famed city. Though it is true that when Hanuman had burnt Lanka, a major part 
of it was destroyed and the city was more or less turned into a black hulk, yet it 1s also 
true that no matter how fiercely the fire may have raged some part of the city failed to 
be affected by the flames and managed to escape major damage. To wit, while the 
greater part of Lanka was turned black, there were some outer areas that still retained 
their golden shine. And the ‘fort’? must have been one such place that was little or not 
at all affected by the raging fire simply because it was far away from the city centre; 
the walls of the fort surrounded the city like a ring and they were away from the 
densely populated areas which were set ablaze by Hanuman. Hence, the ramparts and 
battlements retained their ‘golden hue’ when the war began. This is why they are 
compared to Mt. Sumeru, the ‘golden mountain’. 

The demons had huge bodies and dark complexion, and sitting and moving 
around on the top of the walls of the fort of Lanka they resembled the dark clouds that 
hover on the top of the golden mountain by the name of Mt. Sumeru. 


“Verse nos. 2 and 3 bring into sharp focus the difference between a brave warrior and 
a coward. The sound of musical instruments of war excites a warrior, keeping him 
energised and inspiring him to fight spiritedly, but the same sound chills the blood of 
a coward who would have a heart attack if subjected to it for long. ] 


chase wig cafe cn ezT | athe Rara DT Mey AST YU 
aa Wate sre urer | usta uf Hele WS sme un 
mehel aiig ye mi | cea ameet sifa sie 


dekhinha ja'i kapinha ke thatta. ati bisala tanu bhalu subhatta. 4. 
dhavahim ganahim na avaghata ghata. parbata phori karahim gahi bata. 5. 
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katakatahim kotinha bhata garjahim. dasana otha katahim ati tarjahim. 6. 


The demon warriors saw their enemy for the first time. They saw a mammoth 
assemblage of monkey and bear warriors with huge bodies and formidable reputation. 


(4) 


These brave and irrepressible warriors (the monkeys and bears) were rushing in 
(towards the fort) from all directions. They paid no heed to any obstacle in their way; 
they grabbed huge boulders and rocks that blocked their progress, some of which 
were as large as hillocks (literally ‘as large as small mountains or hills’; *parbata"), 
only to dash them to the ground to crush them to pieces. (5) 


Hundreds and thousands of valiant warriors of the monkey and bear army were 
gnashing their teeth, yelling ferociously, biting their lips with their teeth, and jumped 
and hopped menacingly (as they rapidly neared the fort)". (6) 


[Note—'The invading army of monkeys and bears was raring and eager for battle; the 
warriors were fast closing in menacingly on the fort of Lanka. It was a chilling sight 
the demon soldiers, who had first arrived on the walls of the fort, saw. ] 


Sa Wat St WH GET | Mater Bafa a ud ens |! 
Pitta fee ane eurefé venia ene aft te wemefé ti ¢ t 


uta ravana ita rama doha'. jayati jayati jaya pari lara’. 7. 
nisicara sikhara samüha dhahavahim. kudi dharahim kapi pheri calavahim. 8. 


There were shrill cries and raising of slogans from both the opposing forces, each 
praising and cheering its respective Lord, the demons raising slogans in honour of 
Ravana on the other side, yelling ‘Glory to Ravana’, and the monkeys and bears 
raising slogans in honour of Lord Ram on this side, yelling ‘Glory to Lord Ram’. 

With these shrill and chilling war cries respectively from both the sides, the 
two forces clashed head-on. (7) 


The demons who had mounted the ramparts and battlements threw down huge 
mountain-like boulders upon their enemy (in order to crush the invading soldiers 
crowding at the bottom of the wall), but the monkeys and bears immediately grabbed 
the falling boulders, broke them into pieces, and then viciously hurled these pieces 
back at the demons stationed on the top of the wall of the fort. (8) 


do. stum Us Was Ache lel WS UT sme?! 
suet art "fg vets fg sifst aera seit emt N R ul 
ated quer qu Ua Mats quíes We fe wie TT 3 1 
aà ae ais Hace Me Te TH TY Mad AT YI 


chanda. 
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dhari kudhara khanda pracanda markata bhalu garha para darahim. 
jhapatahim carana gahi pataki mahi bhaji calata bahuri pacarahim. 
ati tarala taruna pratapa tarapahim tamaki garha cadhi cadhi ga'e. 
kapi bhalu cadhi mandiranha jaham taham rama jasu gavata bha'e. 


The ferocious monkey and bear warriors picked up broken pieces of mountains (hills 
and such like) and hurl them viciously on the wall of the fort. (Chanda line no. 1) 


They (the monkeys and bears) lunged at the demons, caught hold of anyone they 
could lay their hands on by grabbing him by his legs, and then dashed the unfortunate 
victim hard on the ground. When the terrified demons tried to escape, these warriors 
mocked them (for their cowardice and un-warrior like meekness) and challenged them 
(not to run away, but to come close for a duel). (Chanda line no. 2) 


The youthful and valiant monkeys and bears showed exceptional versatility and 
manoeuvrability as they easily climbed on the walls of the fort and mounted its top 
very quickly. (Chanda line no. 3) 


Once on the top of the fort, the monkeys and bears rapidly descended into the city of 
Lanka and swept through it; they climbed on the terraces of its buildings (cadhi 
mandiranha), all the while loudly cheering the glory of Lord Ram and proclaiming 
the Lord's majesty’. (Chanda line no. 4) 


[Note— It must have been a spectacular sight to behold. The Lord's army made rapid 
progress and forced the demon soldiers to beat a hasty retreat back into the city. To 
wit, the high wall of the fort of Lanka proved inadequate to stop the invasion. 

The gates of the fort were no bother for the monkeys and bears, and the first 
wave of attackers did not pay attention to it either, as they chose to assault Lanka 
directly by jumping over the walls of the fort and invading the city itself. 

They were in their hundreds and thousands, and once inside the city they 
roared and yelled triumphantly, cheering Lord Ram and raising slogans in his honour. 
The terrified demon citizens ran for cover and gave a right of way to the invading 
warriors. The monkeys and bears rushed atop buildings, small and big, shouting the 
glory of Lord Ram from there. The whole demon city reverberated with their loud 
cheers and yells even as the demons scampered for cover, and to plan to regroup and 
launch counter-offensive. There surely must have been complete chaos and a huge 
turmoil in Lanka.] 


a0. Ue Up Pria ate of aft ret wg | 
HAT amy Fo Ye Prefs at UT SS xe I 

doha. 

eku eku nisicara gahi puni kapi cale para'i. 

üpara apu hetha bhata girahim dharani para a'i. 41. 


Each monkey took hold of a demon as a hostage, and then they ran back from the city 
clutching the demon hostages. At the time of jumping over the wall of the fort they sat 
on top of their hostages, as a result of which when they landed on the ground below, it 
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was the demon who was dashed against the hard surface of the earth, cushioning the 
effect of the fall for the benefit of the monkey warrior and preventing any injury to be 
caused to him (because the brunt of the violent fall was borne by the demon)'. (Doha 
no. 41) 


[Note—'The poor demon faced a double whammy. First it was the long fall from the 
top of the wall of the fort that ended in a fierce dashing on the hard ground below, and 
then the horror of pain was magnified by the sheer weight of a heavy monkey sitting 
on the back of this demon, crushing the pitiful fellow between the weight of the 
monkey riding on the top and the hard surface of the ground below. ] 


"dio. Wa Waa Were enfe | nets PIER AS SRSSIT I g UI 
ae ot UP We dé STAT DW vus Ware feemenz t 3 t 


caupat. 


rama pratapa prabala kapijutha. mardahim nisicara subhata barutha. 1. 
carhe durga puni jaham taham banara. jaya raghubira pratapa divakara. 2. 


With the grace of Lord Ram, the indomitable monkeys and bears had acquired 
formidable strength and immensity of punch. They crushed and smothered the 
demons ruthlessly and violently, without letting them to have a pause. (1) 


Once again, a fresh wave of monkeys leapt over the fort (of Lanka) here and there, 
wherever they found a chance’. They chanted slogans and cheered Lord Ram whose 
glories and majesty were akin to the splendour of the brilliant sun. (2) 


[Note—'In Doha no. 40 and its preceding verses we have read about the first wave of 
the assault. Waves after waves of assaults were launched in quick succession, one 
after another. After the first batch of monkey warriors returned triumphantly from the 
city of Lanka, bringing back news of how they leapt across the wall and ran amok in 
the city, cheering loudly and establishing the flag of victory of Lord Ram 
symbolically in the city by shouting his name from atop buildings, the next group of 
monkey warriors, which was waiting below the fort, became excited as the monkeys 
in this group also wanted some vigorous action and a chance to prove their mettle. 

This was the second wave of assault launched on Lanka. By this time the 
monkey warriors had determined that it was easier for them to enter Lanka by simply 
leaping over the walls of the fort instead of wasting time and energy in trying to fight 
their way in through the gates of the fort.] 


det Pare freni ag puerer Gert Pah er ATS t 3 
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saba mili dehim ravanahim gari. raja karata ehir mrtyu hamkari. 5. 


The demon warriors fled before the monkeys like dark clouds that are easily and 
swiftly swept away when pushed away by the powerful force of a strong gust of wind. 


(3) 


There was total chaos and an unprecedented upheaval in the city of Lanka as terrified 
children and anxious demon females wailed, howled and lamented all over the place’. 


(4) 


Everyone got together to hurl abuses and curses at Ravana, accusing him of misusing 
his powers as a king to invite death and destruction for all”. (5) 


[Note—'The distressed cries and howls of grief of the horrified citizens reverberated 
in the city, in all its nooks and corners. The children wailed and shrieked; the 
demonesses lamented their fate and grieved for their dead husbands, brothers, sons 
etc. who perished in the first few hours of the massive invasion. The first day of the 
war gave them a hint of what was yet to come. The demons were habituated in 
tormenting others and inflicting pain and grief on them, but they had never themselves 
witnessed the pain and grief of defeat, loss, death and destruction from so close a 
quarter in their personal lives as they had been witnessing lately, and it climaxed with 
the actual invasion by Lord Ram’s army. Everything seemed lost and gone for the 
demon citizenry. 


*The demons citizens were right in blaming Ravana for the calamity that had befallen 
them. The king, after all, is responsible for ensuring peace and happiness of his 
subjects; he must not take a rash decision that would cause havoc on his own 
kingdom. Whatever was happening now in Lanka was the doing of Ravana, because 
he had stubbornly refused to listen to anybody. He was so obstinate by nature, and so 
firmly gripped by arrogance and overcome with delusions, that even the evil omen of 
the burning of Lanka did not ring any alarm bell in his mind, nor did the falling off of 
his crowns on two occasions, once when they were shot down by the arrow of Lord 
Ram, and the second time when Angad had planted his legs on the ground. {Refer: 
Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, (1) Doha no. 13-a along with Chaupai line no. 8 that 
precede it; and (11) Chaupai line nos. 5-6 that precede Doha no. 32 respectively.) 

What could the poor and helpless citizens of Lanka do against the haughty will 
of their own king, except to accept their doomed fate and submit themselves meekly 
to it? 

The female demons whose male relations had already died or were maimed, 
wept and wailed in grief; and the rest of the female demons wailed and wept at the 
prospect of their own male relations meeting the same end. 

The children could not understand the gravity of the situation; but they wailed 
and cried and shrieked nevertheless out of fear as well as in resonance with the 
surrounding environment of loud lamentation and pitiful grieving that overwhelmed 
their little minds.] 
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nija dala bicala suni tehim kana. pheri subhata lankésa risana. 6. 
jo rana bimukha suna maim kana. so maim hataba karala krpana. 7. 
sarbasu kha'i bhoga kari nana. samara bhumi bha'e ballabha prana. 8. 


When the king of Lanka, Ravana, heard that his army was in distress and retreating, 
he became furious with anger. (6) 


He stopped them and yelled at the demon warriors, chiding them for their cowardice 
and bringing shame to the valiant demon race. He shouted at them: *Oh you all; listen 
to me. If I hear anyone of you turning your back from the battle-field, then be warned 
ye all that I shall draw my sword and slay that coward with my own hands. (7) 


You have been feeding yourselves well and eating everything you wished from my 
ration stores, and you have been enjoying all sorts of pleasures because of my 
patronage. Now when it comes to the battle-field, you prefer to save your life at the 
cost of my honour and prestige! 

[Woe to you accursed fellows; shame to you! And remember my words: if 
anyone turns back then I will kill him myself. Go and show your mettle by pushing 
the enemy back. I told you to go and feed yourselves on the monkeys and bears, but 
here I see you are running away like a hunted animal. Curse be unto you, coward and 
spineless fellows; who have brought utter disgrace to our race of demons who are 
famed for their valour, gallantry and dare devilry. Return forthwith and face the 
enemy. Don't dare to show your face to me by showing your back to the enemy; the 
mighty sword of Ravana will welcome you!]" (8) 


[Note—'A similar threat was given by the demon commanders Khar and Dushan 
when their army, which attacked Lord Ram in the wake of Supernakha's episode, 
started fleeing in terror when the Lord began slaying them relentlessly with volleys of 
his fierce arrows—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, Chanda line nos. 
3-5 that precede Doha no. 20.] 


SU sepu Wener Sat | et wala HH SHE CST FU 
PTS AST AT ATT tet FS AST WT HT STS I 90 N 


ugra bacana suni sakala derane. cale krodha kari subhata lajane. 9. 
sanmukha marana bira kai sobha. taba tinha taja prana kara lobha. 10. 


When the demon warriors heard the sternly-worded warning of Ravana, all of them 
were terrified (because they knew Ravana's unforgiving nature and were sure that he 
will kill them if they did not obey him). 

They were also utterly ashamed of themselves for being so timid and 
cowardly. So they angrily returned to the battle-field to avenge for the humiliation 
that they have suffered (at the hands of the monkeys and bears on the one hand, and 
Ravana on the other hand). (9) 
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It has been held that a warrior gets his fame, honour and glory by dying while fighting 
in the battle-field (and not by running away from it). Keeping this maxim in mind, the 
demon warriors set aside attachment to their lives and discarded the fear of losing it, 
as they decided to die while fighting the enemy up front in the battle-field". (10) 


[Note— The demon warriors realised that their king was speaking the truth when he 
admonished them for turning their backs and running away from the battle-field. 
Surely this would invite scorn and infamy on their present families and cast a dark 
pall of dishonour that would dog their future generations. So they decided that if death 
was sure to come to them, then it is better for them to die like a hero fighting the 
enemy than to die an ignominious death of a coward by getting disarmed and slayed 
by Ravana.] 


do. ag sae SW que wer fate werkt wes i 


saree fru sep enfü ute Aaaf mR i we? i 
doha. 


bahu ayudha dhara subhata saba bhirahim pacari pacari. 
byakula ki'e bhalu kapi parigha trisülanhi mari. 42. 


[Deciding to die an honourable death of a warrior, the demon hordes were filled with 
renewed energy and dare-devilry as they lost all fear of death and longing for life.] 


The brave demon warriors grasped many types of weapons and returned to face the 
enemy with renewed vigour. They fiercely challenged the monkeys and bears for 
hand-to-hand duel, and striking their enemy hard and viciously with iron clubs and 
tridents, the demon warriors began bludgeoning the monkeys and bears ruthlessly’. 
(Doha no. 42) 


[Note—'Ravana’s threat and chiding worked well, for this is the first time since the 
assault on Lanka began that the demons have shown some guts and resilience to fight. 
Earlier they simply fled from the ground, but now they showed their true mettle by 
striking hard at their enemy. 

The result was spectacular. We shall read in the forthcoming verses herein 
below that now it was the time for the monkeys and bears to flee.] 


"dio. VAST enu UNAM MT pref sur wüfWefé SIFT e M 
TS HE ché STS SAAT | che Aer fer elas Teva Ul 3 II 
caupat. 


bhaya atura kapi bhagana lage. jadyapi uma jitihahim age. 1. 
ko'u kaha kahan? angada hanumanta. kahani nala nila dubida balavanta. 2. 


Lord Shiva continued with his narration, ‘Oh Uma! The monkeys, who were terrified 
by the determined counter-offensive launched by the ferocious demon warriors who 
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struck them hard and viciously, began to flee and scatter in a chaotic way, though by- 
and-by the glory of victory would be theirs. (1) 


Some asked where Angad was, some called out to Hanuman, and some others 
questioned the whereabouts of the brave Nala and Dubid!. (2) 


[Note—'During this alarming moment when the forward formations of the attacking 
monkey army that had invaded the city of Lanka faced sudden rout, and their 
phalanxes were breached by the vicious counter-attack by the demon forces, forcing 
the monkeys to flee in complete disarray, the terrified monkeys looked around for 
their commanders in order to seek orders. This verse shows that Angad, Hanuman, 
Nala and Divid were the commanders who had led the wave of attacking monkeys 
that had been divided into two divisions—one that leapt across the walls of the fort to 
directly enter Lanka, and the other that was making effort the break the massive gates 
of the fort. 

An interesting observation can be made here. Where did this clash took place 
when the monkeys were pushed back by the charging demon warriors? We have just 
read that the second wave of monkey troops had entered the city of Lanka by leaping 
over the walls of the fort—apropos: Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 42 
herein above. So obviously the place of this action was within the fort of Lanka. The 
invading monkeys were swarming all over the city at the time Ravana had summoned 
his warriors and scolded them for showing cowardice in the face of the enemy, 
ordering them to fight like a true warrior or face death at his hands if they bring 
dishonour to the demon race by showing their back to the enemy—apropos: Chaupai 
line nos. 6-10 that precede Doha no. 42 herein above. The demon warriors then struck 
hard at the monkeys who had been running amok in the city itself, and chased them 
back in complete disarray. 

It is to be particularly noted at this point of time that the mighty gates of the 
fort hadn’t been breached till now. Intense fighting was underway at the western gate 
where Meghanad, the son of Ravana, was leading the demon troops to guard it, while 
Hanuman was leading the monkey troops there making desperate attempts to break it. 
It will be clear shortly in verse nos. 3-4 herein below. 

Angad too was on the field below—this will be clear in Doha no. 43 herein 
below. 

In short, the commanders of the advance formations of the monkey and bear 
army, such as Angad, Hanuman, Nala and Divid, were on the ground below the walls 
of the fort, monitoring the troops and making effort to breach the gates. That is why 
those monkey warriors who had been inside the fort could not see their commanders 
around as is evident from this verse no. 2.] 


fret cot ferenet GAT STAT | UPA GIN LST ACTA t 3 N 
HATS We HWS ONS LSS A GI WU RST | v I 


nija dala bikala suna hanumana. pacchima dvara raha balavana. 3. 
méghanada taham kara'i lara’. tüta na dvara parama kathina’. 4. 


The brave Hanuman, who was near the western gate of the fort, heard that his group is 
in distress and needs help. (3) 
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He was fighting with Meghanad (the valiant son of Ravana) at this gate, but despite 
all efforts breaking this strong gate was found to be very difficult. (4) 


UTA HT UT Set STAT | TSS Uem DT GA ÙT N us N 
opfe vim Te Har amem i fe Fat Hume HE TT s 
WSs Ta are Fora vate cea AE ATA AAT 9 N 
Gat Ue facet ate AMT | et TÉ qua T8 STMT US N 


pavanatanaya mana bha ati krodha. garje'u prabala kala sama jodha. 5. 
küdi lanka garha üpara ava. gahi giri meghanada kahum dhava. 6. 


dusarem suta bikala tehi jana. syandana ghali turata grha ana. 8. 


When the son of the wind god (Hanuman) heard this alarming news he became 
extremely angry; the mighty warrior roared like the god of death himself would when 
he is filled with wrath. (5) 


Hanuman instantly leapt across the walls of the fort and entered it. Once inside, he 
grabbed a large hill-like rock and lunged furiously at Meghanad (who was leading his 
demon troops from within the western gate of the fort). (6) 


He (Hanuman) broke the chariot into splinters, killed its charioteer, and then kicked 
violently on the chest of Meghanad. (7) 


Another charioteer (who was kept as a reserve with a second chariot-in-waiting for 
contingencies) saw that his master (Meghanad) was seriously hurt and very agitated; 
so he immediately lifted him into his reserve chariot and took him home’. (8) 


[Note— Meghanad was taken aback as he hadn't expected this sudden attack from his 
rear; he couldn't imagine that someone would suddenly come from behind him, 
destroy his chariot and kick him violently in the chest. This sudden and unexpected 
assault from inside the fort therefore left Meghanad vulnerable and made him an easy 
target for attack by Hanuman. Meghanad couldn't even retaliate. ] 


Ao. She GAT Uer We UL TRIS BIT 
TAHT smfenga ales ASS SHAT wer N v3 N 

doha. 

angada suna pavanasuta garha para gaya'u akela. 

rana bamkura balisuta taraki carhe'u kapi khela. 43. 


Meanwhile, Angad learnt that the son of the wind god (Hanuman) had gone on the 
fort all alone. So the son of Baali (Angad), who was gallant in battle, reached the top 
of the fort in one single bound as if it was a sporting activity for him’. (Doha no. 43) 
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[Note—'As we have noted earlier, since both Hanuman and Angad were on the battle- 
field below the fort, monitoring and leading their troops from there and making 
attempts to break the gates of Lanka, there was no one to lead the group of monkeys 
who had jumped over the fort and entered Lanka to create havoc inside the city as 
narrated previously—apropos: Doha no. 40—to Doha no. 42. 

That is why when the monkeys rampaging inside Lanka were scattered in a 
complete disorderly manner by a fierce counter-attack by the demons within the walls 
of the fort, the retreating monkey warriors couldn’t find any commander to guide 
them and wondered where Hanuman, Angad, Nala and Divid were—apropos: 
Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 43.] 


"dio. Weg ferma Hag Sl Tae LWA Wares GAT ST STAT Ul 
Wat Vat Us gi ats late ennuemeitu ATE | 2 N 
were uf We semp carat df Frarenafa wa TaT i 3 N 


caupat. 


jud'dha birud'dha krud'dha dvau bandara. rama pratapa sumiri ura antara. 1. 
ravana bhavana carhe dvau dha'l. karahim kosaladhisa dōhā'. 2. 
kalasa sahita gahi bhavanu dhahava. dekhi nisacarapati bhaya pava. 3. 


The two monkey warriors (Hanuman and Angad), who had become furious and 
vicious with the heat of battle, let loose their anger on the enemy. They had a lot of 
confidence and bravery in them by the virtue of invoking the grace and blessing of 
Lord Ram in their hearts. (1) 


Both of them climbed atop the palace of Ravana, all the while cheering and 
proclaiming the glory of Lord Ram, the Lord of Kaushal (karahim kosaladhisa 
doha'). (2) 


Once there, they shook the *Kalash" atop the palace so violently that not only was it 
uprooted and tumbled down to the ground but it also brought the whole structure of 
the palace crashing down with it as the violent shaking had made it crack. 

When the helpless king of the demons (Ravana) watched this happen, he was 
horrified with anger and terrified with fear’. (3) 


[Note— The Kalash is a ceremonial structure shaped like an urn or a pitcher that 
adorns the top of important buildings. It was a cupola on the palace's top. When 
Angad and Hanuman shook it violently, the building developed cracks because the 
Kalash was firmly grouted into the terrace and formed a part of the main structure that 
supported the building. When the Kalash shook it was similar to the effect of an 
earthquake that results in wide cracks in a building and makes it fall down. 


"Ravana was in a state of shock. The shaking and the demolishing of the palace 
occurred so quickly and without warning that he had little time to gather his wits and 
think what to do. As the gigantic structure came crashing down with a mighty thud 
and a storm of dust, Ravana stood dazed, not knowing how to react. He had become 
immobile for some moments, so dismayed and shocked he was. 
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Up until now his own palace was spared any particular damage; it was not 
burnt while the rest of Lanka was razed to the ground in the fire lit by Hanuman, and 
it was not climbed by the invading monkeys who had leapt across the walls of the fort 
and rode atop the terraces of the major buildings of Lanka a little while ago. 

One may wonder where Ravana would have stayed after his palace was 
demolished. The answer is that, being a king, it is certain that he had many other such 
palaces at his disposal. So he immediately shifted to some other palace. ] 


"Ift sa enr efè Bret | sta gs Hie se SAU t v N 
aici okt trate Surefé ada He ST Aare Us ti 


nari brnda kara pitahim chati. aba du'i kapi a'e utapati. 4. 
kapilila kari tinhahi déravahim. ramacandra kara sujasu sunavahim. 5. 


The women folk residing in the palace (Ravana's ladies, maids, queens and 
mistresses) beat their chests with their hands and wailed, ‘Behold there; now there are 
two rioting monkeys here (instead of one)’.’ (4) 


The two monkeys (thoroughly enjoyed this scene, and they) teased the horrified 
demonesses and terrified them further by their menacing acts’, all the while 
proclaiming the glories of Lord Ram and making these dazed ladies listen to them’, 


(5) 


[Note—'The demon ladies raised an alarm when they saw Angad and Hanuman 
menacingly rampaging around together. Earlier they had witnessed how much havoc 
one single monkey can cause when Hanuman had single-handedly destroyed the city 
of Lanka during his first visit when he had burnt it. Now with two such violent 
monkeys determined to unleash their ire on the city in their midst, there was no surety 
of what worse was to come. So the terrified demonesses wailed and yelled and 
shrieked in horror. 


“Angad and Hanuman scared the poor women of Ravana’s palace by making 
menacing faces at them with wide open mouths that showed their sharp teeth; they 
threatened the ladies by rushing at them with claws extended as if they would grab 
and kill them; they hopped and jumped and stomped their feet violently on the ground 
around these shrieking and terrified demonesses; they made ferocious gestures at 
them. 

The net effect was that the petrified women folk of Ravana’s inner palace 
were shrieking, yelling and wailing alarmingly in the same way as the female demon 
citizens had done earlier when the invading monkey troops had first entered the city 
and run through it spreading terror everywhere. {Apropos: Lanka Kand, Chaupai line 
nos. 4-5 that precede Doha no. 42 herein before. } 


?The ladies living in the inner courtyards of Ravana’s palace lived a secluded life as 
they were isolated from the outside world. So they probably had yet not heard the war 
cries of the invading monkeys who had entered the city a little ago by jumping over 
the walls of the fort, and had then run through the city and climbed its buildings, all 
the while loudly cheering and boldly proclaiming the glories of Lord Ram at the top 
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of their voices. This was now done by Angad and Hanuman—i.e. they made the 
ladies of the inner-chambers of Ravana’s palace become aware of who Lord Ram was 
and why he was so famed and revered in the world. ] 
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puni kara gahi kancana ke khambha. kahenhi kari'a utapata arambha. 6. 
garji pare ripu kataka majhari. lage mardai bhuja bala bhar. 7. 
kahuhi lata capetanhi kehu. bhajahu na ramahi so phala lehü. 8. 


Then they (ie. Hanuman and Angad) grabbed two thick golden pillars (of the 
demolished palace) each, and said to each other that they should now begin their job 
of ravaging through the demon forces and trouncing them. (6) 


With this mutual understanding, the two valiant warriors roared ferociously as they 
plunged head-on in the middle of the enemy forces, pounding their adversaries 
mercilessly, right, left and center, with their mighty arms. (7) 


They kicked some and slapped others, stomping on one demon, punching someone 
else and cuffing another, telling all of them menacingly that it is their punishment for 
not being devoted to Lord Ram, for not honouring and adoring him’. (8) 


[Note—'Angad and Hanuman joined hands to start pounding and crushing the demon 
army. It is to be noted that their emphasise is on these demons not being devoted to 
Lord Ram and honouring him. The two friends did not tell their opponents that they 
are being punished for fighting for Ravana, the king of the demon race, for they were 
aware that it was their duty to fight for their king. The mistake the demons were 
actually making was that they chose the wrong cause to fight, for this war was 
sparked because Ravana had kidnapped Sita, the wife of Lord Ram, which is an evil 
deed and must be punished.] 
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ēka eka som mardahim tori calavahim munda. 
ravana agém parahim te janu phütahim dadhi kunda. 44. 


They randomly caught hold of one demon and violently pressed him against another, 
thereby squashing them and making a pulp of both. After the demons died in this 
manner, the two warriors twisted their heads and yanked them off their corpses, and 
then flung them. 

These heads landed heavily in front of Ravana and broke down into many 
pieces like so many earthen pots filled with curd that would break apart instantly 
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when they fall from a height on the hard ground below, spilling out their contents. 
(Doha no. 44) 


[Note—'The severed heads of killed demon warriors started falling before a stunned 
Ravana like so many earthen pitchers filled with curd or any other liquid being pelted 
at him. They rained all around Ravana, falling with heavy thuds and immediately 
splitting wide open to spill out their contents—blood, brain and other tissue. The 
ground around the demon king resembled a garbage dumping area as it got rapidly 
filled with cracked and splintered skulls, blood, flesh and soft tissue of the damaged 
brains. 

It appeared to a beholder that Ravana was being pelted heavily by rounded 
balls of baked earth stuffed with stinking garbage that littered the area around him, as 
these earthen balls split open immediately after crashing to the ground, spilling their 
dirty contents all around. ] 
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caupat. 


maha maha mukhi'a je pavahim. te pada gahi prabhu pasa calavahim. 1. 
kaha'i bibhisanu tinha ke nama. dehirn rama tinhahü nija dhama. 2. 


Whenever they (Hanuman and Angad) found a high general or chief commander of 
the demon army, they would seize him by the leg, swirl him round and round rapidly 
in the air (like a ball tied to a string), and then flung the dazed captive so violently that 
he flew straight (literally like a javelin or a ball released by a swinging sling) and 
landed right before Lord Ram. (1) 


Vibhishan (who was standing close to Lord Ram) introduced the Lord to these great 
demon warriors by telling him their names (and designations). The Lord (who is by 
his inherent nature compassionate, merciful and forgiving) sent these dying demon 
warriors to his own abode in the heaven’. (2) 


[Note—'To wit, Lord Ram granted these demon commanders and generals the boon 
of deliverance of their souls; they were granted emancipation and salvation of their 
souls. Though normally they ought to have gone to hell due the evil life they had led, 
but since they died in front of the Lord and at his feet, the Lord lived up to his 
reputation of showing mercy and grace to all those who come to him and die before 
him by blessing these demons and giving them a place in heaven instead of leaving 
them to face their fate, which was surely hell. 

One may ask: If Lord Ram is so merciful that he granted this privilege of 
going to the heaven to generals and commanders of the demon army, what about the 
poor ordinary demon soldiers who laid down their lives almost at the same time and 
in the same war as these generals? 

The answer is to be found later on when we read that at the time the war ended 
and the Lord saw the battle-field littered with dead bodies of dead demons warriors, 
he cast his benevolent glance around and blessed the soul of all those dead demons 
with liberation, deliverance, emancipation and salvation. In fact, all the demons who 
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had died remembering Lord Ram and his divine name, albeit it was done not with 
devotion but out of either fear or animosity, found a destiny that is the envy of great 
hermits, seers, sages and saints, so magnanimous and kind Lord Ram is. 

The Lord decided that no one who laid down his life to help him fulfil his 
mandate—one of which was to physically come down to earth as a human being and 
then bless his devotees with the story of his life that they would sing for generations 
to come to derive spiritual joy and happiness and feel blessed—must be punished; 
rather each individual is to be duly rewarded. The Lord was not vengeful; the Lord 
was an ocean of love and compassion. So he deemed it his moral obligation to send 
the demons to his own abode in the heaven, and not condemn them to hell. 

The next relevant question is: Well then, what about the monkeys and bears 
who had died? The answer is this: Lord Ram asked Indra, the king of gods, to rain 
Amrit (the nectar of eternity; the ambrosia that can revive the dead) on the battle- 
ground. All the monkeys and bears were revived by this rain. {Apropos: Ram Charit 
Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-10 that precede Doha no. 114.} 

But then, another question arises: Why was one group, the demons, allowed to 
die and go to heaven, while the other, the monkeys and bears, allowed to live? The 
answer is this: One of the Lord’s mandates was to ‘eliminate the cruel and sinful 
demons from the earth because they were tormenting all other creatures’, so he was 
bound to uphold this promise that he had made to the gods and mother earth. On the 
other hand, the monkeys and bears who fought on the side of Lord Ram were actually 
the gods themselves as they had assumed these forms to help the Lord in his mission. 
Hence, the demons had to die, and the monkeys and bears would live. To wit, at the 
end of the day, evil and sinful forces represented by the demons had to be got rid of, 
and good virtues represented by the monkeys and bears were allowed to survive. 
{Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 
184—\ to Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 188.} 

The following verse nos. 3-5 reiterate these above observations. ] 
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uma rama mrducita karunakara. bayara bhava sumirata mohi nisicara. 4. 
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abhagi. 6. 


[It's indeed a wonder of wonders that—] The demons who were wicked, enemies of 
the entire human race, who killed and ate flesh of Brahmins (1.e. of those who were 
elders of the society and learned ones), and who remained engrossed in enjoyment of 
sensual pleasures—even such vile ones attained a destiny which great ascetics aspire 
for. 
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[To wit, these demons were so lucky that they got liberation and deliverance 
for their souls; they attained emancipation and salvation; they found beatitude and 
felicity for their tormented souls.] (3) 


[Why was it so? Lord Shiva answers this when he said to his consort Uma: ] ‘Oh 
Uma! Lord Ram is so immensely kind by his nature, and so full of mercy, compassion 
and grace that he thought to himself: “These demons had been remembering me (and 
repeating my divine name), albeit it was done in an inimical way. 

[So I must keep my hallowed reputation in mind, that anyone who remembers 
me and utters my divine name even once becomes eligible to receive my grace and 
blessing. Hence, I must ensure that these demons get their due share; I must ensure 
that their souls find peace and beatitude. After all, it was their gross body that was 
sinful, and with its death this blot on their soul is wiped out. Their soul, which is 
inherently pure as it is consciousness personified, was unfortunately trapped inside 
their demon body, and now that body is history. So I must grant them emancipation 
and salvation inspite of them fighting with me and opposing me.]" (4) 


Oh Bhavani (another name of Uma)! Thinking thus, Lord Ram granted these dead 
demon warriors a destiny that is regarded as supreme for all living beings’. Say, who 
else in this world is so nice, graceful, merciful, compassionate and understanding (asa 
krpala kō) as Lord Ram is? (5) 


Verily indeed, in all sooth and without gainsay, those who do not adore and have 
devotion for such a merciful and gracious Lord Ram even after knowing his excellent 
character and benevolent nature, then truly and without doubt such people are most 
unfortunate, dumb and ill-fated.” (6) 


[Note—'The best destiny of a creature is when his soul, known as his Atma or his 
‘true self’, which in turn is a personified form of pure consciousness, leaves the 
creature's gross body and finds eternal freedom. This eternal freedom means that the 
Atma will not have to take a birth again; it finds permanent deliverance from the cycle 
of transmigration wherein the soul keeps returning to this gross mortal world by 
entering one or the other forms that the creatures take. This grants the soul liberation 
from the sufferings associated with life in this mortal world. The effect is that the soul 
of the creature finds eternal rest and peace; it attains a state of beatitude and felicity 
that grants it eternal bliss. 

To wit, Lord Ram granted eternal freedom to the souls of the demons and 
ensured that they would not take a rebirth again. From spiritual and metaphysical 
perspective it means a great reward for these demons, a reward that even great 
ascetics, sages and hermits yearn for. On the other hand, from more worldly 
perspective it means that Lord Ram ensured that the earth is freed from the prospect 
of it being re-inhabited once again by these demons, for if that happened, if the earth 
was once again filled by cruel demons after all the efforts to get rid of them, then the 
time and the energy invested to eliminate them would have been wasted in the first 
place. 


“Truly it would be an irony if a person does not honour and adore such a great Lord as 
Lord Sri Ram is who goes out of his way to accept even the fallen and lowly, and 
welcome them with a smile. The Lord does not demur or think twice to grant them a 
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high place inspite of their past wrongdoings—with only one caveat, and it is that they 
turn themselves over to his care without reservations or deceit in their hearts. | 
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angada aru hanumanta prabesa. kinha durga asa kaha avadhesa. 7. 
lankam dvau kapi sohahim kaisem. mathahim sindhu du'i mandara jaisern. 8. 


Lord Ram, the Lord of Ayodhya (avadhesa), said to his senior advisors or ministers 
who were near him (such as Sugriv, Vibhishan etc.), ‘Angad and Hanuman have 
entered the fort. (7) 


These two great warriors must be looking awesome in Lanka as they rampage wildly 
through it, and while on their spree of causing havoc in the city and battering the 
demon forces, resulting them to be scattered in complete chaos, helter-skelter in 
panic, they surely must resemble two mighty mountains known as Mandrachal that 
are churning the ocean simultaneously’.’ (8) 


[Note—'In some ancient time, the gods and the demons had used Mt. Mandrachal to 
churn the celestial ocean. In this war which has resulted in a great churn in Lanka, the 
gods are represented by the monkey warriors in general, and Ravana's soldiers are 
obviously the demons. Just like Mt. Mandrachal which was at the focal point of the 
ancient churning of the ocean, Angad and Hanuman are presently the focus of the 
great upheaval and chaos prevailing in Lanka. The turmoil in Lanka is like the 
immense tumult produced in the water of the celestial ocean as it wildly roared, 
heaved, swirled, splashed and foamed when it was churned in ancient time. 

How did Lord Ram come to the conclusion that Angad and Hanuman had 
entered the fort of Lanka? Well, one reason obviously is that he was being updated by 
a network of spies on the ground who reported every development back to the 
command center monitored by the Lord and his close aides. The other reason is the 
sudden falling on the ground of demon commanders, some wounded and in a state of 
daze, and some others already dead, as they came in flying like balls when they were 
hurled out of Lanka by Angad and Hanuman. The gates of the fort were still not 
breached, and the higher ranking demon commanders were still within the fort. So 
when they started arriving and falling on the ground in a confused hail of bodies, it 
surely meant that the two valiant warriors, Angad and Hanuman, had reached within 
the fort and kicking these commanders out after seizing them from the inside it. 

The Lord already had witnessed this skill of Angad when the latter had kicked 
Ravana's crowns so precisely that they landed right in his front—apropos: Ram Charit 
Manas, Lanka Kand, Doha no. 32 along with Chaupai line nos. 5-10 that precede it; 
and Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 38. 

Lord Ram also was aware that Angad and Hanuman kept close company; they 
were virtually inseparable from one another like two fast friends. So the Lord deduced 
that if Angad had gone inside the fort, then surely Hanuman too must be there. 

A very vivid picture of the chaos in Lanka created by Hanuman's assault is 
presented in Tulsidas’ book “Kavitawali Ramayan’, in its Lanka Kand, verse nos. 40- 
41.] 
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bhuja bala ripu dala dalamali dékhi divasa kara anta. 
küde jugala bigata $rama a'e jaham bhagavanta. 45. 


After having crushed the forces of the enemy by the might and punch of their arms, 
and seeing that the day was coming to an end, the two brave warriors (Angad and 
Hanuman) jumped back over the walls of the fort effortlessly, as if they weren't tired 
at all due to the strenuous activities of the day, and came back to their camp where the 
Lord (Ram) was. (Doha no. 45) 
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prabhu pada kamala sisa tinha na'e. dekhi subhata raghupati mana bha'e. 1. 
rama krpa kari jugala nihare. bha'e bigata$rama parama sukhare. 2. 


When they reached Lord Ram they reverentially bowed their heads before the lotus- 
like feet of the Lord. The Lord felt glad in his heart when he saw the two skilled and 
valiant warriors’. (1) 


Lord Ram looked at the pair (Angad and Hanuman) with grace, compassion and 
kindness in his eyes, and this made the two feel very happy and rejuvenated’. (2) 


[Note—'Lord Ram looked over Angad and Hanuman anxiously to see if they had any 
serious marks of wounds on their bodies, and to make out from their appearances how 
they generally fared: were they showing signs of fatigue and weariness; were they 
hurt and wounded; were they afraid of what was to happen the next day; did they have 
any unfortunate experience during the course of the battle of the day; was there any 
sign that they would like some rest; and so on. When the Lord observed that aside 
from some minor scars or scratches on their bodies here and there that are natural to 
occur when one is involved in a close and furious hand-to-hand duel with a vicious 
enemy, and had a little bit desire for rest, they were otherwise hale and hearty overall 
and were raring to go to the battle front to face and crush the enemy once again any 
instant, he felt very happy, and blessed them. 


*To wit, all weariness and fatigue that Angad and Hanuman may have had vanished 
immediately when they found that the Lord was pleased with them and their actions. 
The Lord’s pleased look said it all to them; it encouraged them to fight with renewed 
vigour and with a harder punch the next day.] 
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When the rest of the monkey and bear troops heard that their commanders Angad and 
Hanuman have gone back to their camp, they also decided to return. (3) 


When the demon army saw that their adversaries (the monkeys and bears) were 
turning back because it was twilight hours after which battles are usually not fought, 
they seized this occasion and lunged forward to chase the monkeys and bears from 
behind, making war fierce cries proclaiming the glory of their king, the ten-headed 
Ravana. (4) 


When the monkeys and bears saw that they were being chased by the demon warriors 
with an intention to fight, they immediately turned back and clashed with their 
pursuers. The rival troops collided with each other ferociously, and groups of brave 
warriors could be seen gnashing their teeth wrathfully and engaging themselves in a 
no-holds barred vicious duel everywhere on the battle-field. (5) 


The two sides fought fiercely, each thrashing and pounding the other mercilessly and 
with all the might they could muster. None of the clashing warriors would yield his 
ground; not a single brave soldier would accept defeat and turn his back. (6) 


[Note—'In ancient times, battles were fought only during the day time and stopped 
after sunset. That is why Angad and Hanuman decided to come back to their camp as 
soon as they saw that the sun was setting. The demons took advantage of this rule of 
warfare and decided to attack the monkeys and bears when they would least expect an 
attack. So for a few initial moments the monkeys and bears may have become 
confused by this untimely attack, but being alert soldiers they were quick to respond. 
The demons thought that they would have a good kill by attacking the retiring troops 
from their behind, but they underestimated the vigour and alertness of the Lord's 
troops. The demons rush forward was soon checked when the monkeys and bears 
turned back and met them head-on in the middle of their path. With a chilling battle- 
cry raised from both the sides, the demons cheering in the name of Ravana and the 
monkeys and bears cheering Lord Ram, the two forces clashed with each other with 
full force. 

The twilight hours are the time when dark and evil forces become more active, 
vigorous and energised. Since the demons symbolised such forces, they found 
renewed vigour during this time. After the debacle they faced during the day time, 
they wished to make up for it during the evening hours; so they attacked the monkeys 
and bears with a severity of ferocity that they lacked during the day time.] 


1421 


Teale PRT Fa HIN ATT AT ACTS ATT I O UI 
RAT BIT Wer AAA SAM | Gallen HUT CA enit ATTN E N 
Wise are Wale GAL pend WAS Wed d UY S N 


mahabira nisicara saba kare. nana barana balimukha bhare. 7. 
sabala jugala dala samabala jodha. kautuka karata larata kari krodha. 8. 
prabita sarada payoda ghanere. larata manahum maruta ke prere. 9. 


All the demons were great and valiant warriors; they had huge dark-complexioned 
bodies of myriad sizes and shapes, with wide ferocious mouths and fearful 
disposition. (7) 


The warriors on both the sides were equally brave, strong, gallant and powerful. They 
fought fiercely, adopting countless tactics and maneuvering skilfully to outwit their 
opponent. (8) 


When the two troops wrangled with each other they resembled a sight when countless 
banks of dark clouds of the rainy season as well as white clouds of the winter season 
dash forward to collide with each other when they are propelled ahead by powerful 
gusts of winds’. (9) 


[Note—'To wit, there was complete chaos on the battle-field. The warriors from one 
group fought the warriors from the other group in a free-for-all battle, forming small 
and large groups scattered at random, in a chaotic way here and there on the ground, 
without any particular order and distinction of rank. When one of the fighting warriors 
of a particular group belonging to one faction saw that some other group of his faction 
needed help, he would immediately leave the first group to go and join the second 
group to help. So there was mingling of warriors; it was a free melee of warring 
watriors where no one knew who the other was, except that he was either one of his 
own faction and therefore a friend, or that of the other faction and therefore his 
enemy. | 
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The demon commanders named Anip, Akampan and Atikaye! observed that their 
demon troops were losing ground and have become scared, so they immediately 
employed their magical powers to create an illusion of a natural calamity about to 
happen in the battle-field. (10) 


As a result, everything suddenly became dark, and blood, stones, splinters and ash 
began raining down on the ground below. (11) 
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[Note—'The battle in which these three demon warriors were directly involved and 
exhibited their skills is elaborated narrated in Valmiki Ramayan, Lanka Kand, Canto 
55.] 
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dekhi nibira tama dasahurri disi kapidala bhaya'u khabhara. 
ekahi ēka na dekha'i jaham taham karahim pukara. 46. 


When the monkeys and bears saw that there was sudden darkness surrounding them 
on all sides (and stones, blood and ash were raining down upon them), they became 
alarmed and shocked. It was so pitch dark that no one could see anyone else. As a 
result, the monkeys and bears found themselves all alone, left to fend for themselves. 
This left all of them dismayed and petrified with fear, and so they cried out in distress. 
(Doha no. 46) 
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When Lord Ram came to know of this development, he called Angad and Hanuman. 


(1) 


After telling them of the news, the Lord explained to them its mystery’. Hearing 
everything, the two were very angry, and they departed immediately to settle the 
matter in the battle-field. (2) 


[Note— The Lord explained to Angad and Hanuman that there was no actual rain of 
stones, blood and ash, and neither was there any extraordinary darkness in the battle- 
field as it was made out to be. It was merely the result of black-magic done by the 
demon commanders Anip, Akampan and Atikaye. 

This enraged Angad and Hanuman no end. They rushed to the aid of their 
compatriots trapped in the battle-ground.] 
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Then the merciful Lord Ram smiled, stringed his bow, and shot a fiery arrow in the 
direction of the battle-field. (3) 


Instantly the concerned area was lit up; there was no darkness anywhere around. It 
was like the case when darkness caused by ignorance and delusions is removed when 
there is light of knowledge, enlightenment and gnosis (collectively called ‘Gyan’)’. 


(4) 


[Note—'A similar idea extolling the importance of Gyan is found in Ram Charit 
Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 93.] 
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When there was light on the battle-field, the bears and monkeys felt exhilarated and 
encouraged. They dashed towards their enemies, the demons, with renewed zeal and 
vigour; all their weariness and distress were dispelled. (5) 


Meanwhile, Hanuman and Angad, who had arrived at the battle-field, roared fiercely. 
When the demon warriors heard their thunderous war-cry, they ran away in terror. 

[To wit, the demons were so terrified of Hanuman and Angad that their mere 
presence in the battle-ground was enough to make them flee for their lives.] (6) 


When the monkeys and bears saw that the demons were fleeing hastily in terror, they 
chased them in hot pursuit and overtook them. They caught the fleeing demons and 
dashed them violently on the ground. 

Verily, the bears and monkeys were performing wonderfully well and doing 
astonishing deeds in the battle-field! (7) 


Some of the demons who were fleeing were caught by their legs and dumped into the 
ocean, where alligators, crocodiles, sea-serpents and large fish such as sharks 
devoured them!. (8) 


[Note— Some of the fleeing demons were killed by getting dashed to the ground, 
while others were caught by their legs, swung around like on a sling and then flung 
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off to the ocean where they drowned or were caught by carnivorous marine creatures 
who had gathered near the shore to feed on warriors who came within their reach. ] 


SO. HOU chu Wael Hye We Us UT 

mik ure, aceite Ry eet srer ferae t vio t 
doha. 
kachu mare kachu ghayala kachu garha carhé para'i. 
garjahim bhalu balimukha ripu dala bala bicala'i. 47. 


Out of the great numbers of demon troops, some got slayed, some fell wounded on the 
ground, and some managed to escape and enter the fort. 

Having scattered the demon forces, the bears and monkeys (bhalu 
balimukha) roared and thundered triumphantly. (Doha no. 47) 


do. rar erf aft ats ardt 1 sie wet enrerer srit i 9 u 
TH pu Ht Pere Baal | STU ÍSHTSTH AMT AAt Ul 2 UI 

caupal. 

nisa jāni kapi cari'u ani. a'e jahami kosala dhani. 1. 

rama krpa kari citava sabahi. bha'e bigata$rama banara tabahi. 2. 


When night fell (and calm descended on the battle-field after the demons fled 
completely), all the four wings or divisions of the monkey and bear troops retired for 
the day and came back to their camp where Lord Ram, the Lord of Kaushal (kosala 
dhani), was’. (1) 


Lord Ram spread his grace and blessing over the whole assembly by casting his 
benevolent glance over his troops. The Lord’s reassuring and benign look removed 
whatever traces of weariness the warriors might have had; they felt rejuvenated and 
excited once again. [The monkeys and bears were ready for the next day’s battle.] (2) 


[Note—'This marks the end of the first day of the war.] 


Sel TAM Saas SHIN | Ta AA Hela FHS FAT 3 II 
anar Hew Hrs WANT aeg ah Hr Altar STET N ¥ Ul 


uham dasanana saciva hamkaré. saba sana kahési subhata je mare. 3. 
adha kataku kapinha sanghara. kahahu bégi ka kari'a bicara. 4. 


Meanwhile, there in Lanka, the ten-headed Ravana summoned an urgent meeting of 
his ministers for a war council. He told them the names of all those demon warriors 
who had died in the battle that day. (3) 
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He said woefully, ‘The monkeys have virtually eliminated half of our army. Tell me 
quickly now what your advice is in this matter. 

[To wit, don’t waste time in futile consultations and debates, and be quick in 
arriving at a decision regarding the strategy for the forthcoming days. Our forces are 
getting depleted rapidly, so there is no time for playing jokes. We have very little 
time, and whatever is to be done has to be done during this night itself.]’ (4) 


"rege sted sto arate | wert Arg frat Hat AT us t 
ST TAA Atha se UTS | IAS rd enu AT PASTA d & N 
Wa dt Tes Stat Skt smit | ste aie wf Tar uv t 
ae WUT WT wn Tra ws fare are AS Urt ct 


malyavanta ati jaratha nisacara. ravana matu pita mantri bara. 5. 
bola bacana niti ati pavana. sunahu tata kachu mora sikhavana. 6. 
jaba te tumha sita hari ani. asaguna hohim na jahim bakhani. 7. 
bēda purana jasu jasu gayo. rama bimukha kahum na sukha payo. 8. 


There was an old demon named Malyawanta amongst his ministers. He was a very 
senior demon and was like a parent for Ravana as he was his maternal grandfather. (5) 


He spoke words of great wisdom when he addressed Ravana, saying to him ‘Listen 
my dear (sunahu tata) to some of my advice that I speak for your own good. (6) 


Ever since you have abducted Sita and brought her here, so many evil omens! are 
occurring on a regular basis that they can't be listed and explained. (7) 


Mind you, anyone who has opposed Lord Ram, whose glory and divinity have been 
proclaimed and affirmed by the ancient scriptures such as Vedas and Purans, has 
never found peace and happiness. 

[So tell me honestly, how do you expect to find peace and happiness by being 
hostile to the Lord? My dear son, you are on the wrong path, and it would be good for 
all of us if you heed my advice and make a truce with the Lord by returning Sita to 
him and ending this war forthwith.]’ (8) 


[Note— Some of the many bad signs portending bad days for a king and his kingdom 
are the following: (1) donkeys bray in a brutal voice; (2) clouds rain bloody water and 
thunder deafeningly; (3) the horizon and all the directions seem to be covered in a 
dark haze of smoke or dust; (4) vultures, jackals and serpents enter and hide inside 
gardens and make fearful noises; (5) the idol of goddess Kali, the patron goddess of 
the battle-field presiding over death and destruction, seems to smile; (6) women begin 
talking incoherently and walk while asleep; (7) the food meant as morsels for the 
crow are eaten by stray dogs; (8) donkeys are produced as calves of cows, and rats are 
produced from mongoose; (9) conjugal relationships are established between tigers 
and cats, dogs and pigs, demons and kinnars, and human beings and demons; they 
begin copulating; (10) blue pigeons with red claws enter homes; (11) a dark-skinned 
man with tonsured head roams around homes during dawn and dusk hours (apropos: 
Valmiki Ramayan, Lanka Kand, Canto 35, verse nos. 25-34}; (12) the sacred fire of 
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the sacrifice does not light up properly with a brilliant flame, but instead gives a lot of 
smoke and flying sparks, and leaves embers prematurely; (13) black ant contaminate 
the sweet pudding meant to be offered to the sacred fire during religious sacrifices; 
(14) the udder of cows dry up, the juicy exudation from the skin on the heads of 
elephants dry up, indicating that they have lost their stamina, and inspite of feeding 
well the horses remain hungry; (15) donkeys, camels, mules wail while their skin 
develops goose bumps; (16) well selected medicines fail to cure or give relief; (17) 
flocks of crows sit on houses and crow wildly while vultures fly overhead; (18) 
female jackals and hyenas and other carnivorous animals assemble near inhabited 
places and wail woefully {apropos: Valmiki Ramayan, Lanka Kand, Canto 10, verse 
nos. 15-21}; (19) when the wind blows it is filled with dust; (20) there are 
earthquakes; (21) trees fall down without any apparent cause; (22) the evening sky 
looks dark red; (23) the rays of the moon appear to be red or dark; (24) blue dots 
appear either on the surface of the sun or move across it’s disc; (25) the stars become 
invisible because the night sky is covered in a haze of dust; (26) crows, kites, vultures 
and other birds of prey drop dead suddenly from the sky {apropos: Valmiki Ramayan, 
Lanka Kand, Canto 23, verse nos. 4-11}; (27) clouds rain hot bloody water; (28) 
statues begin to cry; (29) consecrated idols sweat and begin moving from their 
pedestals; (30) mouse begins fighting with cats {apropos: Adhyatma Ramayan, Lanka 
Kand, Canto 5, verse nos. 28-32}.] 


alo. Rears urat fed Wi Hey aera | 
wifé AN Ais SaaS Pusey TAT ll V2 (R ) Ul 
ITA AT AT SST TATR HATT | 
faa Rifa wife Gate eral enar fortret ve (381 ) Ul 
doha. 


hiran'yaccha bhrata sahita madhu kaitabha balavana. 
jehim mare so'i avatare'u krpasindhu bhagavana. 48 (a). 
kalarüpa khala bana dahana gunagara ghanabodha. 

siva biranci jehi sevahim tasom kavana birodha. 48 (b). 


[Malyawanta continued—] ‘The Supreme Lord who had slayed the demons Madhu 
and Kaitav, as well as the two brothers Hiranyakshyapu and Hiranyaksha, has himself 
manifested once again (in the form of Lord Ram). (Chanda line nos. 1-2) 


The Lord who personifies Kaal (the god of death), the Lord who is like a wild fire to 
burn a forest represented by wickedness and evil forces, the Lord who is embodiment 
of all goodness and excellent virtues, the Lord who is all-knowing, omniscient and an 
image of enlightenment, the Lord who is worshipped and adored by Lord Shiva and 
the creator Brahma—say, what sense is there in being opposed to him?? (Chanda line 
nos. 3-4) 


[Note—'Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 7-8 that precede 
Doha no. 6. 
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“Earlier, Mandodari, the wife of Ravana and the grand-daughter of Malyawanta, had 
also entreated Ravana to realise his follies and end hostility with Lord Ram, but like 
Malyawanta here she too had failed—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, 
Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 6—to Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes 
Doha no. 8.] 


"dio. Uke are eg Sel | stag Haar aT NT N 9 I 
Ae sper aM Ga CTI | cate We cH Safe STSTHT N R UI 
ag smufu uen et | ata wf ert Sara Ht 3 t 
Af STI TT 3TH STIHTUT | eat Ted US PU Tears Ut ¥ tl 


caupa’. 


parihari bayaru dehu baidehi. bhajahu krpanidhi parama sanéhi. 1. 
take bacana bana sama lage. kari'a muha kari jahi abhage. 2. 

bürha bha'esi na ta maraté'um tohi. aba jani nayana dékhavasi mohi. 3. 
tehim apane mana asa anumana. badhyo cahata ehi krpanidhana. 4. 


[I sincerely advice you to—] Give Sita (baidéhi) back to the Lord and discard your 
hostile attitude towards him'. You should, rather, develop devotion and adoration for 
Lord Ram who is, by his very nature, exceptionally merciful, kind and compassionate, 
as well as very affable, affectionate and endearing.’ (1) 


His (Malyawanta’s) words appeared like sharp arrows piercing Ravana. He became 
furious and contemptuously rebuffed Malyawanta: ‘Oh you wretched old fellow! 
Blacken your godforsaken face and go away from here. (2) 


You have become old (so I am constrained to spare your life); otherwise I would have 
slayed you instantly. Scoot immediately from here; get out of my sight, and don’t 
show me your ugly face again.’ (3) 


He (Malyawanta) concluded in his heart that surely the Lord (Sri Ram, the manifested 
form of the Supreme Being), who is an embodiment of mercy, compassion and 
kindness (krpanidhana), wishes to get rid of him (Ravana) (and that is why Ravana 
has become so stubborn and deaf to good advice). (4) 


[Note—'Mandodari had made the same plea repeatedly to Ravana—apropos: Ram 
Charit Manas, (a) Lanka Kand, (i) Doha no. 6; (ii) Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes 
Doha no. 14; (iii) Doha no. 15-b; (iv) Doha no. 37 and Chaupai line no. 6 that 
precedes it; (b) Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 10 that precedes Doha no. 36. 

Ravana’s brother Vibhishan too had offered the same advice to Ravana which 
so much infuriated the latter that he kicked Vibhshan out of the kingdom—apropos: 
Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, (i) Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 38— 
to Doha no. 39; (ii) Doha no. 40—to Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 42. 

At that time, when Vibhishan was making efforts to persuade Ravana to return 
Sita to Lord Ram and make peace with him, Malyawanta had endorsed his views, but 
like now, Ravana had sternly rebuked him and turned him away—apropos: Ram 
Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-4 that precede Doha no. 40. 
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?The flustered Malyawanta thought to himself: “Ravana is not listening because the 
Lord has cast his spell of delusions known as ‘Maya’ over him; it has eclipsed 
Ravana’s wisdom and the ability to think rationally. Forsooth, Ravana is in the throes 
of death; he is gripped by the fever of doom and destruction. He would therefore not 
listen, and it is absolutely futile even to try it. It’s the Lord’s wish which no one can 
change or challenge. It’s the fiat of fate and the writ of destiny that has made Ravana 
so obstinate and deaf to advice. What can I do; for that matter, what can anybody else 
do in this situation, for it has become absolutely hopeless. 

The use of the word “krpanidhana” for Lord Ram, meaning that the Lord is a 
treasury of the grand virtues of mercy, kindness, compassion and grace, is significant 
here in the context of saying that “Ravana’s death is the wish of Lord Ram". It 
implies that Lord Ram wants to slay Ravana not because the Lord lacks these virtues 
in the slightest, or because he is a war-mongering warrior, merciless, cruel and 
vengeful who is out to kill Ravana just because the latter has taken away his wife Sita, 
unmindful of the consequences that would follow, such as the heavy loss of life in the 
ensuing war and the total destruction of the demon race and ruin of the famed golden 
city of Lanka—but because it is so destined that Ravana would die at the hands of 
Lord Ram. 

The Lord was merely keeping his mandate and the promise he had made, as 
the Supreme Caretaker of this world, to the gods and mother earth on some earlier 
occasion. This death of Ravana was pleaded for by the latter, for they were so much 
horrified by Ravana's unending torments and reckless misadventures that they had no 
option left for them but to pray to Lord Vishnu, the Supreme Being, to help them get 
rid of this evil menace, at which the Lord had promised them that he would personally 
come down as Lord Ram and do whatever is needed to honour their request. 
{Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 41 that precedes Doha no. 
184—to Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 187.1] 


A Ss WAS Hed Talal | AT PHT sera HATET N Y UI 
wq We Raag ant | aes aga wet enr aT G N 
gA Ta TT UT arar Wife GAT StH ASTAT li 9 UI 


so uthi gaya'u kahata durbada. taba sakopa bole'u ghananada. 5. 
kautuka prata dekhi'ahu mora. kariha'um bahuta kahaum ka thora. 6. 
suni suta bacana bharosa ava. priti sameta anka baithava. 7. 


Muttering curses (on Ravana), he (Malyawanta) got up agitatedly and went away 
(from the court)*. 

[*This part of the verse can be interpreted in another way as: “When Ravana 
used uncouth words for Malyawanta, the latter got up and left the court."] 

Then, Meghanad (“ghananada”; the son of Ravana)! spoke boastfully --- (5) 


‘Watch what strange and fantastic deeds I would do tomorrow morning. I will do 
wonderful and awe-inspiring things; it is better for me not to speak much about them 
now before I actually exhibit my skills (in the battle-field}. (6) 
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Hearing the confident words of his son, Ravana felt reassured. He was very pleased 
with Meghanad and affectionatly made him sit on his lap’. (6) 


[Note— Meghanad was called *ghananada" because whenever he spoke angrily it 
was like a clap of thunder emanating from dark stormy clouds. 


“When Meghanad observed that his father Ravana was feeling cornered, helpless and 
distressed, he immediately came to the latter's rescue. He confidently told Ravana: 
“Look my father; don’t feel so disheartened. I am still around. Watch what havoc I'll 
unleash tomorrow morning in the battle-field. I would like to be modest by not 
speaking too much of what I intend to do, but have patience and see how I will avenge 
today's debacle by wreaking the enemy's forces ferociously." 

Whenever in the past Ravana suffered defeat in the battle-field, it was 
Meghanad who come to his rescue. The most famous feat was when Meghanad had 
freed his father from the captivity of Indra, the king of gods, who had captured him 
when Ravana attacked heaven. Meghanad immediately launched an offensive to free 
his father, and after accomplishing this he had tied Indra and brought him to Lanka as 
a trophy of war. At that time Brahma had gone to free Indra by granting many boons 
to Meghanad in return. This story is narrated in (a) Anand Ramayan, Sarkand 
(Chapter 1), Sarga (Canto) 13, verse nos. 78-81; and (b) Adhyatma Ramayan, 
Lanka/Y udha Kand, Canto 2, verse nos. 50-54. 

As a result, Ravana not only loved Meghanad but put immense faith in him as 
is evident from verse no. 6 here. 

As the war progressed and Meghanad was killed, Ravana was unhinged and he 
became sure that he is going to lose. So thereafter, overcome with abject grief when 
he found that everything was lost and there was nothing more to lose than his own 
life, Ravana had fought the final phase of the war most fervently, most viciously and 
most ferociously like a true warrior does before he finally collapses and dies in the 
heat of battle. 

Meghanad lived up to his words, for in the next day's battle he led the charge 
from the front and poured out his anger on the enemy forces vehemently. He 
performed many magical feats that would be described shortly in Chaupai line nos. 1- 
5 that precede Doha no. 52. It was during this battle that Meghanad had shot and 
wounded Laxman, making him fall unconscious in the battle-field—apropos: Chaupai 
line nos. 7-8 that precede Doha no. 54. 


?To wit, Ravana made Meghanad sit very close to him on the royal throne; Meghanad 
sat so close to his father that for all practical purposes he appeared to be sitting on 
Ravana's lap. Perhaps Meghanad had one of his hands resting on Ravana's lap, with 
his father spreading his hand over his shoulder to hold his dear son tightly close, 
giving the impression that the son was virually sitting on his father's lap. This gesture 
was meant to express Ravana's thanks and gratitude for his beloved son Meghanad.] 


wd fart vas funr pem aft oft ae 3mm t 2 t 
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karata bicara bhaya'u bhinusara. lage kapi puni cahüm du'ara. 8. 
kopi kapinha durghata garhu ghera. nagara kolahalu bhaya'u ghanera. 9. 
bibidhayudha dhara nisicara dha'e. garha te parbata sikhara dhaha'e. 10. 


The whole night was spent in consultations. When the day broke the next day, the 
monkeys and bears once again surrounded the four gates of the fort. (8) 


When the powerful monkeys and bears laid siege of the gates and the news spread 
wildly in Lanka, there was an immense turmoil inside the city. (9) 


The demon warriors grabbed myriad kinds of weapons and rushed to face them. They 
threw (or rolled down) huge boulders resembling pointed peaks of mountains 
(parbata sikhara) from the top of the fort (in order to crush the monkeys and bears 
who were massed at the four gates, and surrounded the walls of the fort). (10) 


[Note— This is the beginning of the second day of the war.] 


x0. te eter fun alles ferferer faerie wet e 1 
ere fate ufsrara redet sr] erst ch siTRC R I 
ene face Ye wed Hed A Med V VST UT 3 | 
wie Wer ate We wpwemafé we ST ae Aha EU U Y UI 


chanda. 


dhahe mahidhara sikhara kotinha bibidha bidhi gola cale. 1. 
ghaharata jimi pabipata garjata janu pralaya ke badale. 2. 

markata bikata bhata jutata katata na latata tana jarjara bha'e. 3. 
gahi saila tehi garha para calavahim jahan so tahanř nisicara ha'e. 4. 


Huge boulders, large as hills and mountains, were rolled down the sides of the fort, 
and countless balls were shot (from canons and catapults). (Chanda line no. 1) 


They (the canons and catapults) produced deafening sounds as if countless 
thunderbolts were striking simultaneously. They (the demons and monkey warriors) 
roared and made war-cries fiercely like so many clouds of doomsday rumble and 
thunder in unison. (Chanda line no. 2) 


The ferocious monkey and bear warriors (markata bikata bhata) clashed with their 
enemies; inspite of their bodies suffering wounds they do not demur or relent or 
hesitate from engaging their adversaries in violent, no holds-barred duels. (Chanda 
line no. 3) 


They (the monkeys and bears) grab the falling boulders and fling them back on the 
fort like so many missiles that are shot back with such high velocity that when they hit 
the demons atop the walls of the fort, they fall down dead instantly’. (Chanda line no. 
4) 
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[Note—Thus the battle of the second day progressed with violence and mayhem, 
causing serious injuries and casualties on both the sides. 

It is to be noted that till this point of time, the mighty gates of the fort of 
Lanka could not be breached; they still held their ground. However, they soon will be 
opened when Meghanad marched to the battle-front to take on the Lord’s army head- 
on as promised to Ravana a little while ago in Chaupai line no. 6 that follows Doha 
no. 48 and precedes these Chandas above. 

It ought to be noted that no worthwhile gain was made by either side during 
the whole of the first day of the war, and the first half of the second day too. The two 
giant armies clashed and dashed but gained nothing except bloodshed and mayhem. 

Meghanad decided to break this logjam by intervening himself. He would 
march to the battle-field with his large and well-equipped demon army to face the 
enemy, and this would necessitate the unlocking of the gigantic gates of the fort. 
Though this “opening of the gates” is not specifically mentioned in the Text, but it is 
an obvious conclusion—because without their opening, the massive demon army, 
their huge war chariots and their countless warriors and great commanders, one of 
them being Meghanad himself, could not step on the battle-field and fight the war 
directly with Lord Ram, his brother Laxman, Vibhishan who too lent his hand, 
Sugriv, the king of the monkey forces, and Jamvant, the chief of the bears. 

The main actions of the war unfolded on the battle-ground outside the walls of 
the fort. We shall be reading all about it as the war progresses. ] 
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Section 14.2: Adhyatma Ramayan 


Adhyatma Ramayan, Lanka/Yuddha Kand, Canto 5, verse nos. 25-64:- 


Now let us take a pause at this point and see how the developments in Lanka and the 
War have been described in Adhyatma Ramayan by quoting from its Lanka Kand, 
Canto 5, verse nos. 25-64 as follows. 

This narrative starts with the arrival of Malyawanta to give his advice to 
Ravana in order to persuade the latter to end hostility. When Ravana refused, the 
battle commenced with all its ferocity. 


dd: AAMAS Alcea AST ASIO | 
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tatah samagamadvrddho malyavan raksaso mahan | 
buddhimannitinipuno rajfio matuh priyah pita 2511 
praha tam raksasam viram prasantenantaratmana | 
$rnu rajan vaco me'dya Srutva kuru yathepsitam ıı 2611 
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[Lord Shiva said to his consort Uma—] ‘When Suka' had gone from there (i.e. from 
Ravana’s court), Malyavan (also known as *Malyawant"), an old demon who was 
wise, intelligent and prudent, as well as learned in the rules, regulations and codes of 
conduct of the day, and who was Ravana’s maternal grandfather, came there (25). 

He calmly said to Ravana, the brave demon king, 'Oh King! Listen to my 
words carefully. Then do as you think fit (26). 


[Note—'Suka (also pronounced as Shuka, Shuk, Suk) was a messenger of Ravana 
sent behind Vibhishan, when he went to seek refuge with Lord Ram, to spy on him 
and report back about whatever he could find out of the Lord’s army and its 
preparedness. Suka was emotionally won over by the gracious nature of Lord Ram 
and the way the Lord warmly welcomed Vibhishan inspite of his being his enemy’s 
(i.e. Ravana's) brother. He concluded that his own lord, i.e. Ravana, was no match 
vis-à-vis Lord Ram from any angle, and that he was wrong in his doings and creating 
unnecessary hostility with the merciful Lord. Suka was also impressed by the Lord's 
gallant army and concluded that Ravana stood no chance against the might of it. Thus 
Suka decided that he would do well now if he followed the example of Vibhishan in 
seeking peace for his soul by abandoning Ravana and seeking Lord Ram's refuge. 
When Suka gave his honest views to Ravana, the latter lost his cool and severely 
reprimanded Suka, at which the latter left his court and went to surrender himself 
before Lord Ram. Blessed by the Lord, Suka led a life of a hermit thereafter, spending 
his time in meditation and spiritual pursuit in the forest alongside other hermits and 
ascetics. 

This story is narrated in Adhyatma Ramayan, Lanka/Yudha Kand, Canto 4, 
verse nos. 15-56, and Canto 5, verse nos. 1-24. 

In Ram Charit Manas of Tulsidas, Suka's episode is narrated in its Sundar 
Kand (Canto 5), Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 51—to Chaupai line no. 12 
that precedes Doha no. 57.] 


aol Yfavel oft orTorcbt AAAA | 
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yada pravista nagarim janaki ramavallabha | 
tadadi puryam drsyante nimittani daSanana ıı 271 
ghorani naSahetüni tani me vadatah srnu | 
kharastanitanirghosa megha atibhayankarah ıı 281 
Sonitenabhivarsanti lankamusnena sarvada | 
rudanti devalingani svidyanti pracalanti ca ii 2911 


27-29. 'Oh the ten headed one (Ravana)! Ever since the beloved of Sri Ram, i.e. his 
wife Janki (also known as Sita), has entered this city of Lanka, horrifying and awfully 
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bad omens portending destruction and havoc are evident everywhere. I shall briefly 
tell you about them, listen. Very dark clouds thunder frighteningly with sharp bolts of 
lightening (27-28), and they incessantly pour hot blood over Lanka. The idols of 
gods' weep, their images perspire, and they move (shift) from their places (pedestals) 
themselves (29). 


[Note—'It means that though the demons were in general anti-gods, yet they used to 
worship some unconventional deity or deities whom they venerated as the god or gods 
of their race. ] 


DIDI ur a3óod: YARA: Re | 
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kalika pandurairdantaih prahasatyagratah sthita i 
khara gosu prajayante müsaka nakulaih saha ıı 301 
marjarena tu yuddhyanti pannaga garudena tu I 
karalo vikato mundah purusah krsnapingalah i 311 
kalo grhani sarvesam kale kale tvaveksate | 
etanyanyani dr$yante nimittanyudbhavanti ca ıı 3211 


30-32. Kalika (a female evil spirit representing death) bares her yellow teeth and 
laughs in front of demons; the cows give birth to donkeys, while rats fight with cats 
and mongoose (30), and serpents with herons and eagles. Off and on, a very 
horrifying, colossus, bare-headed death-like figure, which is black or yellow in 
countenance, keeps on staring menacingly at the households of the city. In a similar 
manner, many black (or dark) and inauspicious signs are seen being produced 
everywhere. [Pay attention to me: these evil signs portend nothing but disaster.] (31- 
32). 
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atah kulasya raksartham santim kuru dasanana | 
sitam satkrtya sadhanam ramayasu prayaccha bhoh ii 331 
ramam narayanam viddhi vidvesam tyaja raghave | 
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yatpadapotamasritya jnanino bhavasagaram i 341 
taranti bhaktipütantastato ramo na manusah | 
bhajasva bhaktibhavena ramam sarvahrdalayam i 351 


33-35. Therefore, oh the ten-headed one! You must take effective steps to neutralise 
and calm them down in order to safeguard and protect the interest of your clan. [To 
wit, you must take positive, remedial steps immediately to avoid a calamitous war 
while still there is time for you by abandoning your belligerent attitude.] 

[And what ought must you do towards this goal of neutralising the evil effect 
of bad omens?] You must immediately give Sita back to Sri Ram with full honours 
and a lot of precious gifts. [To wit, you should send Sita back to her husband Lord 
Ram, and send a lot of gifts with her as a token of sincerity in making peace with the 
Lord. A peaceful settlement with the invading army is the best option left for you in 
view of the dark omens appearing in Lanka.] (33). 

You must treat Lord Sri Ram as Narayan (Lord Vishnu) himself. So forget 
about having any sort of opposition, animosity, malice, ill-will and hostility with him. 
Remember: By taking the help of a boat in the form of Raghav's (Lord Sri Ram's) 
lotus-like feet, ascetics and hermits, i.e. all the enlightened souls—whose internal 
being has been purified by devotion, dedication, adoration and worship of the Lord— 
cross this ocean-like gross mundane world of delusions. Verily indeed and in all 
sooth, Lord Sri Ram is not an ordinary human. Therefore, you too must worship, 
honour, respect, adore and have devotion for the supreme Lord who resides in the 
heart of all living beings who have devotion, faith and belief in him (34-35). 
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yadyapi tvam duracaro bhaktya puto bhavisyasi | 
madvakyam kuru rajendra kulakausalahetave 11 361 
tattu malyavato vakyam hitamuktam dasananah | 
na marsayati dustatma kalasya vaSamagatah ıı 371 


36-37. Though your demeanours, actions, characters and deeds are not good (i.e. 
although you are full of vices, sinful, evil and pervert), you still can become pure and 
purged of these vices by having his Bhakti. [To wit, by developing the virtues of 
devotion for Lord Ram, who is a personified form of the Supreme Being known as 
Lord Vishnu, by worshipping him and following him as a devotee, by forsaking your 
evil ways and manners, you can cleanse your inner self and become as pure and holy 
as any other devotee of the Lord. This will give your soul eternal peace and 
beatitude.] 

Oh King of Kings! Accept my words of good advice which are meant for the 
welfare of your whole family and the demon race.' (36). 

But these well intentioned words of Malyavan, which were spoken for the 
good of Ravana, were not acceptable to the latter; the wicked and evil fellow became 
enraged and felt insulted because he was under the spell of death and in the grip of 
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fate that destined his destruction. So he took umbrage at the suggestions of Malyavan, 
and treated the latter’s advice as an affront to his majesty, valour, abilities and 
strength (37). 
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manavam krpanam ramamekam sakhamrgasrayam | 

samartham manyase kena hinam pitra munipriyam i 381 
ramena presito nunam bhasase tvamanargalam | 

gaccha vrddho'si bandhustvam sodham sarvam tvayoditam 1 391 
ito matkarnapadavim dahatyetadvacastava | 

ityuktva sarvasacivaih sahitah prasthitastada 11 401 

prasadagre samasinah pasyan vanarasainikan | 
yuddhayayojayatsarvaraksasan samupasthitan i 411 


38-41. He said contemptuously, 'In what respect do you consider Sri Ram—who is 
but a poor, lowly and humble human—able and competent and as majestic as you 
make him out to be, especially when he has taken the help of those who reside on the 
branches of trees (i.e. monkeys), and who has been exiled even by his own father 
thinking that he was no good? He is only loved by sages, hermits, seers, ascetics etc. 
(but surely not by those who are brave and gallant warriors like me) (38). 

It looks that Sri Ram has sent you as his advocate to mislead me by creating a 
smoke screen of fear in my mind, and that is why you talk such nuisance. Go, you are 
old and my relative (maternal grandfather; see verse no. 25). So I have tolerated 
whatever you have said (otherwise, I would have killed you) (39). 

But enough is enough; your words scorch my ears and I don’t want to hear 
another single utterance of yours. [Scoot from here forthwith; I don’t want to see you 
an instant more. |' 

Scolding Malyavan most disdainfully and sternly rebuking him, Ravana left 
his court in a huff; he was accompanied by all his other ministers who were in 
attendance there (40). 

Then he climbed to the highest terrace in his palace and sat down there. From 
there, he watched the monkey army and took note of its formations. Then he started 
appointing his commanders and assigning specific duties to the demon warriors who 
were sitting around him, in preparation for the war (41). 


AAISM HoRIGR AJANA AMET | 
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ramo'pi dhanuradaya laksmanena samahrtam | 
drstva ravanamasinam kopena kalusikrtah ii 4211 
kiritinam samasinam mantribhih parivestitam | 
Sasankardhanibhenaiva banenaikena raghavah ıı 4311 
Svetacchatrasahasrani kiritadaSakam tatha | 
ciccheda nimisardhena tadadbhutamivabhavat ii 441 


42-44. Meanwhile, here Lord Sri Ram saw Ravana (sitting on the terrace of his 
palace) and angrily lifted the bow brought to him by Laxman (42). 

He (Ravana) had crowns on his head and was sitting surrounded by his council 
of ministers. Then, using an arrow with a semi-circular head (i.e. an arrow with a 
scythe or sickle-like head), Raghav (Lord Sri Ram) (43) cut-off thousands of white 
ceremonial umbrellas which were over Ravana's head along with all the 10 crowns 
that adorned his head. It was a miraculous feat that was most astonishingly done in 
literally ‘half of a moment’ (“nimisardhena”; very quickly before anyone could 
understand what happened)! (44). 


[Note—'Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes 
Doha no. 13—to Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 14.] 
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lajjito ravanastürnam vive$a bhavanam svakam | 

ahüya raksasan sarvan prahastapramukhan khalah it 4511 
vanaraih saha yuddhaya nodayamasa satvarah 1 

tato bherimrdangadyaih panavanakagomukhaih 11 4611 
mahisostraih kharaih simhairdvipibhih krtavahanah | 
khadgasuladhanuhpasayastitomarasaktibhih 114711 
laksitah sarvato lankam pratidvaramupayayuh | 
tatpurvameva ramena nodita vanararsabhah ıı 481 
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45-48. Being extremely ashamed and humiliated by this unexpected development, 
Ravana got up and immediately went inside his palace. He summoned Prahast and all 
other chief demons (45), and ordered them to start the war with the monkeys 
forthwith. 

[The felling of Ravana’s crowns and ceremonial umbrellas were too much for 
him to bear. It was a sort of provocative assault on his self-respect, dignity and honour 
that literally broke the camel’s back. If he still had some secret desire to make some 
sort of compromise then that was knifed. The battle actually begins from here. ] 

Then the demons sounded various musical instruments that are played to 
announce the commencement of war; it was a war cry and a clarion call for the final 
out-break of hostilities. 

These instruments were kettle-drums, battle-drums, cymbals, bugles etc. The 
demon army rode to the battle front on various sorts of animals such as buffaloes, 
camels and donkeys, lions and tigers; they armed themselves to the teeth with swords, 
tridents, bows, slings, rods, batons, spears and arrows and all other kinds of missiles. 

The formidable demon army then appeared at each of the entrance gates of 
Lanka. [There were four massive gates of the fort! .] 

Here in the camp of Lord Sri Ram, he had already given necessary orders to 
his monkey commanders with respect to the launching of the assault on Lanka (45- 
48). 


[Note—'Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes 
Doha no. 39.] 
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49-50. With Lord’s green signal to attack, the monkey and bear warriors picked up 
large rocks and boulders from mountain tops and uprooted different types of large 
trees to arm themselves as they proceeded for battle. They saw the different sections 
of Ravana's troops stationed at different gates of the fort of Lanka. Then the Lord’s 
army climbed upon the ramparts and battlements of the fort of Lanka to successfully 
accomplish the Lord's work which was most important and very dear to him! (49-50). 


[Note— What was this work? From the larger perspective of the welfare of this 
creation and the Supreme Being's duties towards it, it was to eliminate the scourge of 
the evil demons who had been tormenting all the creatures in the world. 

To wit, from a wider and a spiritual perspective it was to free the souls of the 
demons from their evil gross bodies in which their souls were trapped, so that they 
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can find deliverance and emancipation for themselves, so that salvation could be 
attained by these unfortunate souls. However, from a more earthly and limited 
perspective, it was to free Sita from the clutches of Ravana by defeating him in the 
war. | 
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te drumaih parvatagraisca mustibhi$ca plavangamah | 
tatah sahasrayütha$ca kotiyütha$ca yüthapah i 5111 
kotisatayutascanye rurudhurnagaram bhrsam | 
aplavantah plavanta$ca garjanta$ca plavangamah ıı 5211 


51-52. Out of them (i.e. the monkey and bear commanders), some were the 
commanders of a thousand troops, some of ten thousand troops, and still others of 
hundreds of thousands of troops. This formidable and ferocious army besieged the 
city of Lanka (and its fort) from all the sides. The warriors were very excited as they 
jumped, hopped and skipped energetically, shouting and roaring in a fearsome way at 
the top of their voices. They were armed with trees and mountains (i.e. with large 
rocks and boulders etc.), and were ready to strike the enemy with clenched fists. [The 
monkeys and bears thrust their clenched fists angrily in the air, taunting the demons 
and aiming their fists at those looking down at them from the top of the fort.] (51-52). 


WA ORICA AJAA AGIA: | 

FPI orerfct Boftal 2radurrorurferi: I 311 
scdd Veo 211 Maas: | 
gogogo Aa Hac offer ed T II vil 
aca MAYA Aod fofacs va a I 
amaaa Gila cart AR eq T II vll 
3IosI A ÍA: Ad ALIA CAFO: | 
CROACIA SPRI: Addl BHANA | 
dol JASIRI: UAINA TORI: II YSI 
fororcofralfor 281ifàr RAGU dí3rar: | 
USRIA ASI sila GRRE: Adal SUT II Vil 
foreicer firfogurcie1 gol: C: ued: | 
forortoralorzroflc ASPRI ASIAT: Il Vcl 


ramo jayatyatibalo laksmanasca mahabalah | 
raja jayati sugrivo raghavenanupalitah i1 5311 
ityevam ghosayanta$ca samam yuyudhire'ribhih | 


1439 


hanümanangada$caiva kumudo nila eva ca ii 541 
nala$ca sarabhascaiva maindo dvivida eva ca | 
jambavan dadhivaktrasca kesari tara eva ca II 5511 
anye ca balinah sarve yüthapa$ca plavangamah | 
dvaranyutplutya lankayah sarvato rurudhurbhrsam | 
tada vrksairmahakayah parvatagraisca vanarah ıı 5611 
nijaghnustani raksamsi nakhairdantai$ca vegitah | 
raksasasca tada bhima dvarebhyah sarvato rusa 11 571 
nirgatya bhindipalai$ca khadgaih $ülaih parasvadhaih | 
nijaghnurvanaranikam mahakaya mahabalah ıı 5811 


53-58. 'Glory to the most valiant and mighty Lord Sri Ram and Laxman! Glory to 
Sugriv who is protected by Raghav (Lord Ram)!' (53). 

Raising such slogans in a thunderous and resounding voice, they (the Lord’s 
troops) clashed with the enemy (Ravana’s troops). 

Hanuman, Angad, Kumud, Neel, Nal, Sharabh, Mainda, Dwivid, Jamvant, 
Dadhimukh, Keshari, Taar (54-55) — 

—And other powerful and gallant monkey warriors and their commanders, 
jumped and bounced enthusiastically as they surrounded all the gates of Lanka from 
all the sides. 

Then holding large trees as well as rocks and boulders picked up from 
mountain sides, those monkeys swiftly began to attack the demons. They also used 
their teeth and nails in the assault on the demons. 

Then the most strong and powerful demons, who were very fearful and 
appeared formidable with their colossus shapes and sizes, emerged from all the gates 
of the city, armed with lances, spears and spikes, as well as swords, tridents, battle- 
axes etc. to launch a vicious counter attack on the army of monkeys and bears (56- 
58). 
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raksasamsca tatha jaghnurvanara jitakasinah | 

tada babhüva samaro mamsasonitakardamah ıı 5911 
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59-61. The victorious monkey warriors too began to hit back at the demons 
ferociously. At that time, a very fierce and spectacular battle erupted between the 
demons and the monkeys as a result of which blood and flesh formed slush on the 
battle-field. The brave lion-like demons rode horses, elephants and golden chariots. 
All the directions of the compass reverberated and echoed with their thunderous roars 
and shrieks (i.e. war cries). The demons and monkeys were eager to attain victory 
over each other (59-61). 
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raksasan vanara jaghnurvanaramscaiva raksasah | 
ramena visnuna drsta harayo divijamSajah i 6211 
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62-64. The monkeys (and bears) on the one side, and the demons on the other side, 
started hitting and killing each other viciously; both the warring armies fought with a 
firmness of purpose, strength of resolution, and vigour of action; they dueled 
feverishly and fiercely, with ferocity, viciousness and violence the like of which was 
not witnessed anywhere anytime in a battle hereto before in this world. 

The monkeys, who were born out of the genes of the various gods’, who were 
therefore inherently indefeatible and possessed unmatched potentials, but who gained 
more might, valour, fierceness and powers when Lord Sri Ram, who was Lord Vishnu 
himself, glanced at them with his benevolent look, thereby gracing them with his 
blessings, and this, coupled with the earnestness of purpose and conviction in the 
noble cause for which they had engaged themselves in this war, had made them 
supremely invincible in the battle-field. 

Thus empowered and emboldened, the monkeys and bears acquired special 
abilities and vigour and vitality and punch as if they had drunk ‘Amrit’, the elixir that 
grants renewed vigour and dynamism to even the dying; so they began pounding and 
slaying the demons vigorously. The demons, on the other hand, had lost their 
enthusiasm, zeal, strength and courage, as well as their confidendence and faith in 
themselves and the cause they were espousing, because they were nourished and 
sustained by Ravana who had become very sinful, especially for his very evil deed of 
having dared to touch Sita, making them uncertain, doubtful and dithering on the 
ground of the battle-field’. 

The result was that as the day and the battle progressed, the demon army was 
gradually depleted to such an extent that by the end of the first day of the battle it was 
reduced to a quarter of its original strength (62-64). 
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[Note— Refer: (a) Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Doha no. 187—to Chaupai line no. 
5 that precede Doha no. 188; and (b) Adhyatma Ramayan, Baal Kand, Canto 2, verse 
nos. 29-32. 


?The idea is that the monkeys gained an upper hand in the battle because they were 
fighting for a good cause and a righteous lord (Sri Ram), while the demons lost 
ground because they were fighting for the wrong cause and for an evil lord (Ravana). 

Another important point is to be noted here. It is this: Earlier it has been 
clearly stated earlier that Ravana did not touch Sita even while kidnapping her— 
apropos: Adhyatma Ramayan, Aranya Kand, Canto 7, verse nos. 51-52. So by saying 
that Ravana had "touched Sita" and had therefore become most sinful is just a 
symbolic way of saying that he had dared to cast his evil and wicked eyes on her. 
"Touch' here does not mean physical contact by the hand; it is a figure of speech 
indicating how he had even dared to think of her or keep her in his captivity or cast 
his evil eyes on her with malefic intentions—implying that if one thinks of someone 
in an evil way then it is as good as “touching that person’. ] 
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Section 14.3: Kavitawali Ramayan 


Kavitawali Ramayan, Lanka Kand, verse nos. 30-51. 


We have read about the first phase of the war, with attacks and counter-attacks by the 
army of Lord Ram and that of Ravana, from Ram Charit Manas and Adhyatma 
Ramayan, in Sub-sections 14.1 and 14.2 respectively. It will however be evident that 
while the narrative in the Ram Charit Manas gives a vivid description of the attack on 
the fort of Lanka and its successful breaching by the Lord’s army, which is 
immediately followed by a vigourous battle between the two armies in which 
Hanuman and Angad played a hero’s role, the narrative in the Adhyatma Ramayan is 
crisper and a little bit more brief. 

But they are silent with respect to what happened inside the city of Lanka; 
what was the situation in the famed city when the army of monkeys and bears invaded 
it after leaping on the walls of the fort? Except saying in Ram Charit Manas, albeit in 
a passing way, that there was a great turmoil in the city of Lanka when the monkeys 
invaded, with a lot of wailing and shrieking of terrified women and children, and the 
cursing of Ravana by the horrified citizens in general for being the cause of their 
sufferings (apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 4-5 that 
precede Doha no. 42), nothing much is said about the massive havoc and destruction, 
of the mayhem and upheaval that was caused inside the city by this invasion. 

This shortfall however is recompensed in “Kavitawali Ramayan”, Lanka 
Kand, verse nos. 30-51 which vividly describes the scene of death and destruction in 
the city of Lanka as the war raged with all its fierceness around it. These verses give 
to the reader a virtual ring-side view of the developments on the streets of Lanka, and 
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how its helpless population reacted to, and was affected by, this blood-curdling 
legendary war of a mammoth proportion. 

Now, let us commence reading from Kavitawali Ramayan as mentioned herein 
above. 


The Demon-Monkey War 
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30. ro$yo rana ravanu, bolaya bira bana'ita, 
janata je riti saba sanjuga samajaki. 

cali caturanga camü, capari hane nisana, 
sena sarahana joga raticararajaki.. 

tulasi biloki kapi-bhalu kilakata 

lalakata lakhi jyom kamigala pātarī sunajaki. 
ramarukha nirakhi hara$yo hiyam hanümanu, 
mano khelavara kholi sisataja bajaki..30.. 


Verse no. 6/30—Then Ravana angrily summoned his very famous and able warriors, 
who were experts in the art of warfare. All the four arms of the demon army (infantry, 
armour, cavalry and elephants) started for the battle-front as the war-drums suddenly 
sounded the battle-cry, chillingly and loudly. The demon army of Ravana looked most 
magnificent and awe-inspiring at that moment. 

Tulsidas says that seeing them, the monkeys and bears laughed derisively and 
merrily as if beggars greedily look at platters full of delicious food. On a signal from 
Lord Ram, Hanuman became excited as if a hunter had opened the cage of the falcon 
(and given it freedom to hunt its prey). 

[Note—The war between the monkey army and the demon army has been described 
in detail also in Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, from Chaupai line no. 1 that 
precedes Doha no. 39—to Doha no. 103.] 
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31. saji kai sanaha-gajagaha sa'uchaha dala, 
mahabali dha'e bira jatudhana dhirake. 

iham bhalu-bandara bisala méru-mandara-sé 

li'e saila-sala tori niranidhitirake.. 

tulasi tamaki-taki bhire bhari jud'dha krud'dha, 
senapa sarahe nija nija bhata bhirake. 

rundanake jhunda jhümi-jhümi jhukare-se nacaim, 
Samara sumara sura maraim raghubirake..31.. 


Verse no. 6/31—The courageous Ravana's great warriors advanced armed with 
shields and supported by war-elephants (1). 

Here, large monkeys, who were as huge as Mt. Sumeru and Mt. Mandar, 
uprooted mountains and Shal Trees from near the sea shore (2). 

Tulsidas says that then both the groups, full of anger, faced each other, and 
roaring loudly clashed with each other furiously. The commanders encouraged the 
warriors under their respective commands (3). 

The bodies, whose heads were cut (headless trunks) begin to totter and swoon but 
refused to fall, so excited was their blood; and Lord Ram's champion warriors began 
to hit hard at the enemy in the battle (4). 
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32. tikhé turanga kuranga surangani saji carhé chamti chaila chabilé. 
bhari gumana jinhern manamem, kabahüm' na bha'e ranamer tana dhilé.. 
tulasi lakhi kai gaja kehari jyom jhapate, patake saba sūra salile. 

bhümi pare bhata bhümi karahata, hamki hane hanumana hathilé..32.. 


Verse no. 6/32—Those who were very proud of their bravery and courage, whose 
bodies never relaxed (i.e. were ever eager to fight and engage themselves in robust 
activity)—such warriors mounted horses as swift as deer. Fully prepared to go into 
battle, the cavalry brigade charged. (1) 

Tulsidas says even as a lion leaps at an elephant at the sight of it, so did Hanuman 
leapt forward and playfully began to knock the cavalry down, and they swooned, fell 
to the ground and wailed. This way the adamant Hanuman started slaying the demons 
by repeatedly challenging them. (2) 


wR Asa ais yas, qa at aaa wer 3 
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33. sūra samjo'ila saji subaji, susela dharaim bagamela cale haim. 
bhari bhuja bhari, bhari sarira, bali bijayi saba bhamti bhale hair.. 
‘tulas? jinha dha'em dhukai dharani, dharanidhara dhaura dhakana hale haim. 
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te rana-tikkhana lakkhana lakhana dani jyorm darida dabi dale haim..33.. 


Verse no. 6/33—Famous and valiant warriors mounted decorated horses, were armed 
with sharp spears, and rode to the battle in close formation. They had big muscular 
arms and well-built bodies, and they appeared attractive, brave and victorious by all 
means. (1) 

Tulsidas says that lakhs of artful and witty warriors, who shook the earth when 
they ran and the mountains swayed when pushed by them, were defeated and 
destroyed by Laxman in the battle-field as if a great donor eliminates poverty by 
immense charity. (2) 


Ie Haz deag acl, Ul Heil 3er] uer Baers | 
‘gear 3d gis uds gh, gue ae ob spam! 
fase Rea op wd 3p, a e ge WS Jada! 
za AR aA sudl-sue act die zguafa wae 1 13411 


34. gahi mandara bandara-bhalu cale, so mano unayé ghana savanake. 
‘tulasi’ uta jhunda pracanda jhuke, jhapataim bhata je suradavanake.. 
birujhe birudaita je kheta are, na tare hathi bairu barhavanake. 

rana mari maci upari-upara bhalem bira raghuppati ravanake..34.. 


Verse no. 6/34—The monkeys and bears charged forward, armed with mountains in 
their hands. The two armies looked like two huge banks of thick black clouds 
appearing on the horizon simultaneously. 

Tulsidas says that at the same time, the multitudes of demons who could instill 
fear in the hearts of Gods, also charged and yelled. 

Numerous famed warriors of Ravana, who had stood staunchly in the battle-field, 
clashed with each other because they were literally itching for a fight with anyone 
who came their way. They were stubborn and resolute, and refused to move or yield 
their ground. The warriors of Ram and Ravana crowded and swirled around each 
other as furious and no-holds-barred battle ensued. 


"Is-dler vierge vara, ARa ce feria | 

Sd d dS-diel-daie del, wr Vs uds AAR |! 
‘gear eR GeRare fee ae, Boor AN, Gum uuo 
aaA-ddat Bl saporis faésa, Asal As Ul gR 013511 


35. sara-tomara selasamüha pamvarata, marata bira nisacarake. 

ita tern taru-tala-tamala cale, khara khanda pracanda mahidharake.. 
‘tulasi’ kari keharinadu bhire bhata, khagga khage, khapu'a kharake. 
nakha-dantana som bhujadanda bihandata, murndasom munda pare 
jharake..35.. 


Verse no. 6/35—Ravana's warriors are using arrows, spikes and mountains for the 
attack, and on this side (Ram's side) they are being repulsed with uprooted Tal and 
Tamaal Trees (both having stout and long stems), and large boulders which are sharp 
and pointed. (1) 
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Tulsidas says all the warriors roared like a lion and clashed. The brave plunged in 
the sea of swords while the cowards stealthily slithered away. The monkeys are 
piercing the arrows of the demons with their teeth and claws, while the severed heads 
of the brave lie on the ground and insult each other. (2) 


wordlaz-srdorsa-uer fade Horror waret cis 

gue ae cé ad ued, mA, vule ate wri 
‘gar’ 3a ele cara ea, sda À dR, a ee at 
farsi ver Areal Rea, ot wee wat ger G1 13611 


36. rajanicara-mattagayanda-ghata bighatai mrgarajaké saja larai. 
jhapatai bhata koti mahim patakai, garajai, raghubiraki saunha karai.. 
‘tulasi’ uta hamka dasananu déta, aceta bhé bira, ko dhira dharai. 
birujho rana marutako birudaita, jo kalahu kaluso bujhi parai..36.. 


Verse no. 6/36—Hanuman destroys the demon army like a lion amongst mad and 
wild elephants. [A single lion can create havoc in a group of wild elephants. Hanuman 
is compared to this lion.] He leaps and dashes numerous warriors to the ground and 
raises the cry of Lord Ram's name (1). 

Tulsidas says Ravana raises war cries from the opposite side, hearing which the 
monkeys become unconscious out of fear- who can have courage to withstand that 
ferocious challenge of Ravana? The champion-of-all Hanuman, seeing the monkeys 
unconscious and losing ground against the enemy, rushed and crashed in the enemy so 
furiously that even the God of death trembled out of fear (2). 


Sr weee de RRIA, Heat Aoa Hat a BU! 

a wa-2 cdhukbele as sol u$ Hor ues! 

aa auf, start frei &, elif ad eqara AcE | 
Ra st od, adel AA old, Ul waa, A AAA IME | 13711 


37. je rajanicara bira bisala, karala bilokata kala na kha'e. 

te rana-rora kapisakisora bare barajora pare phaga paye.. 

lama lapéti, akasa nihari kai, hamki hathi hanumana cala'e. 

sukhi ge gata, cale nabha jata, pare bhramabata, na bhutala a'e..37.. 


Verse no. 6/37—Those huge, war-hardened and brave demon warriors whom even 
death could not eat (1.e. kill) out of fear of their ferocity (death was afraid to go near 
them), were caught by the son of Kesari (Hanuman) in his trap, who challenged them 
contemptibly, and then coiling them in his tail, he flung them skywards. The demons’ 
bodies shriveled (shrank) in fear and they kept on flying upwards (as if caught in a 
tornado and sucked upwards or moved upwards in a spiral of air), and they never 
returned to earth (it is said that the comets and other cosmic debris originated from 
this incident). 


oit cay adler gan cer aor fer weifetert | 
eiu, Rona, alata, dd wa Bea ga Beg ari 
a agr Reda eil, stored or cord ory dart 
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a eqata seat afer fare on free, cat omorepr A 0038 11 


38. jo dasasisu mahidhara isako bisa bhuja khuli khelaniharo. 

lokapa, diggaja, danava, deva sabai sahame suni sahasu bharo.. 

bira baro birudaita bali, ajahüm jaga jagata jasu pamvaro. 

so hanumana han'yo muthikam giri go giriraju jyorn gajako maro..38.. 


Verse no. 6/38—Ravana, who could uproot the abode of Lord Shiva, Mt. Kailash, 
with his 20 arms and play with it unhindered and without qualms; even the Gods, 
demons and guardians of all the directions of the Universe (Dikpals) were afraid of 
whose strength and courage (1); who was very brave and immensely courageous and 
whose fame is still being sung in the world, the same Ravana fell to the ground on 
being punched by the clenched fists of Hanuman as if a huge mountain crashes on 
being hit by thunderbolt (2). 


gra got, verd ar, uds Her sports qA à 
aRAA yR, fart Act, or» Baars 3mor set S11 
a Reda eil vend aif act agaa ea 2i 
ag A way aaa sgl gaa wea url uer 23911 


39. durgama durga, paharatem bhare, pracanda maha bhujadanda bane 
haim. 

lakkhamem pakkhara, tikkhana tēja, je surasamajamem gāja gane haim.. 
te birudaita bali ranabamkure hamki hathi hanumana hane haim. 

namu lai ramu dekhavata bandhuko ghümata ghayala ghayam ghané 
hairn..39.. 


Verse no. 6/39—Those demon warriors, whose arms are more invincible than an 
impregnable fortress and are larger than mountains, those who are ace among 
countless warriors and whose valour and energy are very famous and matchless, and 
those who are considered as ‘lightening’ among the society of warriors—all those 
famous veterans, war-hardened, valorous, valiant and brave demon warriors were 
slayed by a stubborn Hanuman. Some of them who did not die, but were seriously 
wounded and roamed in the battle-field, were shown to Laxman by Lord Ram and 
identified by their individual names. [This shows that Lord Ram was well acquainted 
with the individual commanders, senior warriors and braves of the demon army.] 


afa ut eet ar, drat sare um, 
veffer wi ver Aefa aaa i 
ssa whet aea onder | 
ar-a Bap-Aeal Beat NA, 
gm mÈ er wea ponens | 
RÀ RÀ, creer! créer Egpmentiu0!! 
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40. hathina som hathi mare, ghorésorn samighare ghoré, 
rathani som ratha bidarani balavanaki. 

cancala capeta, cota carana cakota caherm, 

haharani phaujem bhaharani jatudhanak.. 

bara-bara sevaka-sarahana karata ramu, 

‘tulasi’ sarahai riti saheba sujanaki. 

lambi lüma lasata, lapéti patakata bhata, 

dekhau dekhau, lakhana! larani hanumanaki..40.. 


Verse no. 6/40—Hanuman dashed elephants against elephants, killed horses by 
swinging other horses against them, crashed chariots against chariots and broke them 
into splinters (1). The demon army staggered and swooned when it was punched, 
bitten, kicked and thrashed by Hanuman (2). 

Lord Ram again and again (repeatedly) praised the astounding valour and the 
magnificent feats of Hanuman, and said, ‘Look, Laxman! Just have a look at the 
expertise in war of dear Hanuman. How marvelous his tail looks, by which he entraps 
the demons and dashes them against the ground.’ 

Tulsidas also praises the affection of his Lord towards his devoted servants 
(Hanuman) (3-4). 


Fora AAA, Up sera Bela È | 
UPR usr he, da SAR Ub, 
aR-or se, vp As AR ema 2 
asua, ddtufa, dber Rrra bg 
a-a maga sl serrer as, 
agaa, wr femur maoa S141 11 
41. dabaki dabore eka, baridhimern bore eka, 
magana mahimém, ēka gagana urata haim. 
pakari pachārē kara, carana ukhārē ēka, 
ciri-phari dare, ēka mīji mare lata haim.. 
‘tulas lakhata, ramu, ravanu, bibudha, bidhi, 
cakrapani, candipati, candika sihata haim. 
bare-bare bana'ita bira balavana bare, 
jatudhana, jüthapa nipate batajata haim..41.. 


Verse no. 6/41—He (Hanuman) squeezed someone stealthily, drowned some in the 
ocean, buried others in the earth, flung some in the air (1), dashed someone by the 
hands, tore the legs from the trunk of still others, lacerated and tore-apart the flesh 
here and ground some one with his legs there (2). 

Tulsidas says that, watching him in action, Lord Ram, Ravana, Gods, Brahma, 
Vishnu, Shiva and Chandi began to praise him and his skills in their hearts (3). 

Hanuman killed the great commanders and the famed warriors of the demon 
army (4). 
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STU agaa, sgag fear ae By 
wel—det ved coe BR-BR di 
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42. prabala pracanda baribanda bahudanda bira 
dha'e jatudhana, hanumanu liyo ghéri kai. 
jahami-taham patake lamgüra phéri-phéri kai. 
mare lata, tore gata, bhage jata haha khata, 
kahaim, 'tulasisa! rakhi’ ramaki saurn teri kai. 
thahara-thahara pare, kahari-kahari uthaim, 
hahari-hahari haru sid'dha hamsé héri kai..42.. 


Verse no. 6/42—Then, those demons whose arm's strength were very potent and 
violent and others who were very brave, strong and ferocious, rushed forward and 
surrounded Hanuman on all sides. But Hanuman, who was a fountain of immense 
valour and bravery, roared like a lion and dashed those demon warriors to the ground 
everywhere by swinging his stern tail repeatedly. He broke and crushed the bones of 
the demons by his kicks and blows. They ran away pleading and crying in plight, and 
invoking the name of Lord Ram, they beseeched Hanuman to spare them and protect 
them. Lying scattered here and there, they moaned in agony and tried to raise 
themselves; Lord Shiva and mystics laughed heartily on seeing their condition. 


creat ail drat yad Asad VIS, 

a sia sa maa cies cie--vii 
as sgma aama dil aaga, 

A cigena Ber aA err ae- i 
wud SPUTA, Bera SAPA PA, 

Gasp 31s wal urg Sime-vili 
qw aona gong cet orefor e, 

ae aia aea AEN IIN 


43. jaki bamki bīratā sunata sahamata sūra, 
jaki āmca abahūnř lasata lanka lāha-sī. 

so'| hanumana balavana bamiko bana'ita, 

johi jatudhana-sena calyo leta thaha-si.. 
kampata akampana, sukhaya atikaya kaya, 
kumbha'ükarana a'i rahyo pa'i aha-si. 
dekhem gajaraja mrgaraju jyom garaji dhayo, 
bira raghubirako samirasünu sahasi..43.. 


Verse no. 6/43—He, hearing whose peerless bravery even brave warriors feel afraid 
(to face him) and Lanka appears like red hot ambers from the fire which he had 
ignited—the same brave and strong Hanuman moved about, as if trying to measure 
the strength of the demons’ army. At that moment, Ravana’s son ‘Akampan’ (literally 
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meaning one who never shakes) began to tremble and shake (out of fear), the body of 
*Atikaya' (literally one who has an extra large body) shriveled and shrunk, and even 
Kumbhakaran came and exclaimed in surprise, and felt dejected. Like a lion rushes 
towards a herd of elephants, Lord Ram’s brave and courageous son of Pawan 
(Hanuman) roared and rushed at them immediately on sighting them. 


Jhulna 


Ad-Ac-HARe, aetcho-Wew—wsel— 

sisr-fare eter rer Srar-eicbr I 
aaa af erofer Rexa Roo, wag, 

ay wera, Asa erst 
ded Afe-AS, 3eseld Ale Bechet, 

farper Afà «fere f&for-faffafór sar 
verferdz-uvfer uz oraj-3rsfeb AAA, 

Bad — gga sis afti Mil 


44. matta-bhata-mukuta, dasakantha-sahasa-sa'ila- 
srhga-biddarani janu bajra-tamki. 

dasana dhari dharani cikkarata diggaja, kamathu, 
se$u sankucita, sankita pinaki.. 

calata mahi-meru,ucchalata sayara sakala, 

bikala bidhi badhira disi-bidisi jhamki. 
rajanicara-gharani ghara garbha-arbhaka ovata, 
sunata hanumanaki hamka bamiki..44.. 


Verse no. 6/44—Hearing the terrible war-cry of Hanuman—who is like the strike of 
Bajra (thunderbolt) for crushing the pinnacle of the mountain representing the 
strength of Ravana, who is the most exalted among the furious and wild demon 
warriors—the Digpals (custodians of the directions) clasped the earth in their teeth 
and shrieked; the legendary tortoise and serpent wriggled, squirmed and shriveled out 
of fear; Lord Shiva became doubtful; the earth and Mt. Sumeru became uneasy and 
shook; all the seven seas heaved, bounced, buffeted and splashed; Brahma became 
agitated, worried and nervous and started peering in all the directions (to ascertain the 
fate of his creation); and the pregnant demonesses aborted in all the house-holds of 
Lanka. 


dsp: afa R ger eimi 
aap — dor ceria ae A-A 

aaa ferRa we aga adil 
aa-deririe fase maa fag, 

ae Rea ae AR eei 
ale ae Uldiet HIS wed fha 

wel sgag- eT 45 11 


45. kaunaki hamkapara caunka candisu, bidhi, 
candakara thakita phiri turaga hamke. 
kaunake teja balasima bhata bhima-se 
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bhimata nirakhi kara nayana dhamké.. 
dasa-tulasisaké biruda baranata bidusa, 
bira birudaita bara bairi dhamke. 

naka naraloka patala ko'u kahata kina 
kaham hanumanu-se bira bamké..45.. 


Verse no. 6/45—On whose war-cry do Brahma and Shiva become alarmed and 
stunned, while the sun has to spur the horses of his chariot once again (because they 
had stopped in their track out of fear)? 

Who is he whose blinding splendour and dazzling shine forced warriors like 
Bhimsen to close their eyes with their hands? [This refers to the Mahabharat war 
when Hanuman sat atop the war chariot of Arjun, and it is believed that it was 
Hanuman who led Arjun to his victory in the war. Bhimsen was a very strong warrior 
of the opposite camp. Here it means that Bhimsen was dazed when he saw Hanuman 
sitting on the chariot, and he lost all hopes of ever defeating Arjun who was protected 
by Hanuman. The splendour and shine are metaphors for Hanuman’s great fame and 
majestic glory as an invincible warrior that made his enemies wince and close their 
eyes out of his fear. ] 

Wise people sing the valour and glory of Tulsidas’ Lord (Hanuman) and say 
that he has established his majestic fame and stupendous glory over his well-known 
enemies who were famed for their strength and valour. Can anyone say that there is 
anyone who can be compared to Hanuman in bravery and strength in the heaven, on 
the earth and in the subterranean worlds? 


agama- Aapon 
ferRa gorg cat fad cat! 
Rae oe wate, Ad Bal weet || 
‘ara geri? ura afer apa, gad 


eife» sgam æA Hew REN | 146 11 


46. jatudhanavali-mattakumjaraghata 

nirakhi mrgaraju jyorn giritém tütyo. 

bikata catakana cota,carana gahi, pataki mahi, 
nighati ga'e subhata, satu sabako chütyo.. 
‘dasa tulasi’ parata dharani dharakata, jhukata 
hata-si uthati jambukani lutyo. 

dhira raghubirako bira ranabamkuro 

hamki hanumana kuli kataku kütyo..46.. 


Verse no. 6/46—Hanuman pounced on demons like a lion jumps upon a herd of wild 
elephants from the top of a mountain. All the warriors became hopeless and lost their 
courage and strength on being smitten by Hanuman's slaps and were dashed to 
ground by their legs. Tulsidas says that the earth shivered (shook) when the warriors 
fell on it, and jackals snatched at and ran away dragging falling warriors like robbers 
loot bulging purses in a market place. Lord Ram's brave and courageous warrior 
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Hanuman repeatedly challenged the army of demons and crushed/beat them to pulp 
with great agility and ferocity. 


Chappai 


wag Reu- safe ureter ROT | 

aag afer afr afé, oR Hees || 
Meade dene dale 32-32-13 aood | 

faepe eg famed dts ae forf2r ores 1! 
cae Med uel ate, ‘orf wa, we! Sead! 
gaca uaereiaep seat Ge Ba Slaw Hea 114711 


47. katahum bitapa-bhüdhara upari paraséna barassata. 

katahum bajisom baji mardi, gajaraja karasSata.. 

caranacota catakana cakota ari-ura-sira bajjata. 

bikata kataku biddarata biru baridu jimi gajjata.. 

langura lapetata pataki bhata, ‘jayati rama, jaya!’ uccarata. 

tulasisa pavananandanu atala jud'dha krud'dha kautuka karata..47.. 


Verse no. 6/47—Somewhere he (Hanuman) uproots trees and mountains, and showers 
them on the enemies' army; elsewhere, he crushes horses against horses and kills 
elephants by dragging them on the ground and then dashing them on it. The thud of 
his slaps and kicks on the chest and heads of the enemy resound and reverberate in the 
battle-field. That brave warrior (Hanuman) thunders like a cloud while slaying the 
formidable army of demons. He shouts ‘Jai Ram, Jai Ram!’ while dashing the demon 
warriors to the ground by wrapping his tail around their legs. In this way, the Lord of 
Tulsidas, son of wind God (Hanuman) performs wondrous and marvelous war-deeds 
in the battle-field. 


si-si afera aoa uget ge- 
Bal He aAa aAA gA | 
AB-S sre d RER agaa |! 
med pais part dd-wl aed, 
aad fave È cel welled | 
esd ada ad Pgo AAT 114811 


48. anga-anga dalita lalita phulé kinsuka-se 
hane bhata lakhana lakhana jatudhanaké. 
mari kai, pachari kai, upari bhujadanda canda, 
khandi-khandi dare te bidare hanumanake.. 
kudata kabandhake kadamba bamba-si karata, 
dhavata dikhavata haim laghau raghaubanake. 
tulası mahesu, bidhi, lokapala, devagana, 
dekhata bevana carhe kautuka masanake..48.. 
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Verse no. 6/48—Multitudes of Ravana's warriors were wounded by Laxman's attack, 
and they appeared red like a blossoming Kapas flower (the flower is red, so the 
demons resembled it because of blood oozing and smearing their bodies, making it 
appear red) (1); some of the warriors were killed, dashed to the ground, their arms 
torn away from the trunk, punctured and lacerated and thrown away (2). 

Groups of Kabandhs' jumped and skipped about shouting "Bung-Bung" in the 
battle-field, as if showing the rapidity of Lord Ram's arrows (3). 

Tulsidas says that Shiva, Brahma, the eight Lokpals (8 guardians of the world) 
and other Gods rode their chariots and watched the proceeding of the battle field from 
the sky (4). 

[Note—'The Kabandh is a special category of hobgoblin who has only trunk but no 
head or legs. Legend has it that Indra had punched the head and legs of a demon 
called Danu with his thunderbolt inside its trunk, as a result its body was reduced to 
only a trunk with a large mouth and protruding long arms. ] 


Marat Bt clad wate det olel—det 

«mei flee TS Beat sea ÈI 
Madara ae Borw-Heae MF, 

ad wae afefaed uza S11 
yates ce-ar a-a aet, 

uit 3am, BZ Hee sea PI 
Uefi-use? We PR- we sur 

a-pe Web Aeg Hed S114911 


49. lothina som lohüke prabaha cale jahami-taham' 
manahum girinha geru jharana jharata haim. 
$ronitasarita ghora kurijara-karare bhare, 

kulatern samüla baji-bitapa parata haim.. 
subhata-sarira nira-cart bhari-bhari taham, 

surani uchahu, küra kadara darata haim. 
phekari-phekari pheru phari-phari peta khata 
kaka-kanka balaka kolahalu karata haim..49.. 


Verse no. 6/49—Streams of blood flowed from the lacerated flesh of the warriors 
every where in the battle-field as if red water oozes from the crevices in the 
mountains. A huge river of blood started flowing; the elephants formed the 
embankments of that river, and dead horses falling in the stream of blood resembled 
the trees on the banks of a river which are uprooted and tumble in it. The dead bodies 
of the warriors are like the different aquatic creatures of that river of blood. That 
scene greatly excites and thrills brave warriors, but cowards and impotent people 
become scared, turn pale and swivel in horror. Jackals howl and tear apart the entrails 
to eat, while crows, vultures etc. cheer in mirth like happy children enjoying 
themselves at play. 


sasda set i, arifaferast AeA afer, 
asm masa wuz fev oh Pı 
cite ggo gjs-xis a amfi- 
dA AA a aAa AR DII 
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DR-R gaa è g-ear of e 115011 


50. ojhariki jhori kamdhem, amtiniki sel'hi bāmdhēr, 
mümirake kamandala khapara ki'em' kori kai. 

jogini jhutunga jhunda-jhunda banim tapasim-si 
tira-tira baithirn so samara-sari khori kai.. 

$ronita som sani-sani güda khata satu'a-se 

preta ēka pi'ata bahori ghori-ghori kai. 

‘tulas baitala-bhuta satha li'e bhütanathu, 

héri-héri hamsata haim hatha-hatha jori kai..50.. 


Verse no. 6/50—With bags made of emptied or hollowed out stomach hung around 
their shoulders, intestines used as a sling to tie them, and hollowed (scooped) out 
skulls used as pots (to collect blood), numerous groups of Joginis (spirits who roam 
battle-fields and drink blood) appear to have taken a ritualistic bath in the river of war, 
and are currently sitting on the banks of the river-of-blood to rest a while like so many 
hermitresses. They are kneading fresh flesh with blood and eating it like ‘Sattu’ 
(baked gram flour which is kneaded into dough with water and eaten as a meal with 
salt, spices, chillies etc.), while some spirits and ghosts dilute it with blood and drink 
it in a semi-fluid form. 

Tulsidas says that the Lord of ghosts, phantoms and spirits called ‘Bhutnath’, 
accompanied by ghosts and phantoms, is laughing merrily hand-in-hand with his 
companions. [Such a horrific and blood-curdling scene of the battle-field is indeed 
remarkable in portrayal.] 


UWA mea d del die B a AiR, ssrdf? yéti 
waa fra dk ot, aRa a we wor oferet adi 
snfera-sle wafer ae geet wa we rer ofa eet 
areal me-a feet Bret weil az diss 1151 11 


51. rama sarasana tern cale tira rahé na sarira, haravari phütirn. 
ravana dhira na pira gani, lakhi lai kara khappara jogini jutim.. 
$ronita-chita chatani jate tulasī prabhu sohaim maha chabi chitim. 
mano marakkata-saila bisalamem phaili calim bara birabahütirn..51.. 


Verse no. 6/5] —The arrows shot from Lord Ram's bow do not stop anywhere; they 
penetrate the bones of Ravana and escape from the other side of his body. Still, the 
brave and courageous Ravana pays no heed to the pain (caused by this severe injury). 
Seeing blood sprouting from his body, the blood-drinking and thirsty Joginis gathered 
around him with overturned skulls as bowls to collect the blood (1). 

Tulsidas says that his Lord Sri Ram, smeared with drops of blood (of the 
enemy) looked marvelous in the battle-field. He resembled the huge mountain known 
as Markat on which beautiful deep red creeping insects have spread (2). 
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Chapter 15 


The First Round of Battle with Meghnad; 


The Fainting of Laxman & his Subsequent Revival. 


On the second day of the war, when Meghanad got the news in the morning that the 
monkey and bear army has once again surrounded the fort and a fierce battle between 
them and the defending demon forces was underway, he decided to personally lead 
his troops from the front to launch a fierce counter-offensive. So he descended from 
the fort and entered the battle-field to the accompaniment of war music, hitting at the 
Lord’s army with extreme ferocity and anger. In the battle that followed, Meghanad 
showed his many skills of warfare, including use of illusions to mislead the enemy, as 
he dispersed his opponents and made them flee in utter despair. 

Laxman too joined the battle and led his forces from the front. By-and-by, the 
two great warriors, Laxman and Meghanad, faced each other for a showdown. In the 
duel that followed between the two, Meghanad was fast losing ground and was on the 
verge of total rout when he shot a powerful missile at Laxman, at which the latter 
fainted and fell down unconscious on the ground. 

It was evening time, and the two armies halted the battle for the day. As they 
regrouped in their respective camps for the night, it was discovered that Laxman was 
not there. Meanwhile, Hanuman found Laxman lying unconscious in the battle-field, 
so he picked him up and brought him to Lord Ram. Though the Lord initially grieved 
for Laxman very gravely and in a most remorseful way, but he soon recovered 
himself and decided to take some action in order to revive his brother, instead of just 
wailing fruitlessly for him like a weak-hearted person, for the Lord realized that it is, 
after all, a war, and in a war one cannot expect that everything would go favourably 
his way, for there are bound to be ups and downs during its course, they are bound to 
be some reverses alongside successes, and only those who have the courage, wit, 
perseverance, presence of mind, resilience and forbearance in the face of adversity 
have a chance to emerge victorious. 

The elderly bear chieftain by the name of Jamvant suggested that a medicine 
man named Sushen be brought from the city of Lanka, for he was an expert and 
would be able to tell how to revive Laxman by administering some medicinal herbs. 
Hanuman was dispatched to bring Sushen, and he immediately brought him in. On the 
advice of the doctor, Hanuman was sent by Lord Ram to the northern mountains to 
bring the desired herb. Meanwhile, when Ravana heard that Hanuman was on his way 
to bring some herb that would revive Laxman, he sent one of the demons named 
Kalnemi to intervene and stop Hanuman, by either capturing him or killing him. 
Kalnemi, however, was no match against Hanuman, and when he was subsequently 
discovered he was immediately killed by the latter. 

When finally Hanuman reached the northern mountains, he could not decide 
as to which was the correct herb he ought to take back; so he uprooted the part of the 
mountain that he determined was rich with herbs, and flew back with it to the camp of 
Lord Ram at Lanka. 
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Sushen administered the needed herb, and Laxman was brought back to life. 
When this news reached Ravana, he was filled with abject depression; he beat his 
head and thumped his chest in dejection as if he had half lost the war already. Earlier 
when he had learnt that his son Meghanad had done a marvelous thing by making 
Laxman fall, Ravana had rejoiced and felicitated his son, but this sudden and 
unexpected turn of events marking the revival of Laxman took him by surprise, 
leading to him becoming pale and gloomy as if misfortune stared right on his face. 

Lord Ram loved Laxman most dearly, even more fondly than his own life. If 
Laxman had died, Lord Ram would have lost the war because he would have been so 
overcome with excess of grief and sorrow, especially in the context of his already 
existing grief over the loss of his wife Sita to which the loss of Laxman would have 
added newer wound, that he would not have been able to fight the war with the 
necessary enthusiasm and vigour needed to win with a mental state clouded with 
gloomy thoughts of sorrow, lamentation and grief at the loss of dear ones. 

Ravana had hoped for it, but luckily for Lord Ram, and unluckily for Ravana, 
the fiat of fate and the writ of destiny had something different ordained for the demon 
king as was evident in Laxman’s coming back to life and regaining his full vigour. 
Ravana felt crestfallen and undone. 


To read these episodes in this Chapter no. 15, we shall divide it into the following 
four Sections: 


Section 15.1: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Doha no. 49—to Chaupai line no. 5 
that precedes Doha no. 62 


Section 15.2: Adhyatma Ramayan, Lanka/Yudha Kand, Canto 5, verse nos. 65-86; 
Canto 6, verse nos. 1-63; and Canto 7, verse nos. 1-41 


Section 15.3: Geetawali Ramayan, Lanka Kand, verse nos. 5-15 
Section 15.4: Kavitawali Ramayan, Lanka Kand, verse nos. 52-55 


That said, now let us start our reading. 


Section 15.1: Ram Charit Manas 


Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Doha no. 49—to Chaupai line no. 5 that 
precedes Doha no. 62 
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meghanada suni Sravana asa garhu puni chenka ā'i. 
utaryo bira durga tem sanmukha calyo baja'i. 49. 


When Meghanad (the valiant son of Ravana) heard that the monkeys and bears have 
once again surrounded the fort and have laid siege to it, he got down from the fort to 
the accompaniment of beating war-drums (to announce to the enemy that he is 
coming), and went to face the enemy force formations at the front'. (Doha no. 49) 


[Note— Till this point of time, all earlier fighting had taken place inside the walls of 
the fort—because the demon warriors were so scared of the invading army of 
monkeys and bears that they did not dare to open the giant gates of the fort, forcing 
their enemy to leap over its great walls and engage in hand-to-hand battles right inside 
the city of Lanka. As we have read, this caused widespread panic and devastation in 
Lanka. (Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chanda line nos. 3-4 that precede 
Doha no. 41; Chaupai line nos. 2-4 that precede Doha no. 42; Doha no. 43 along with 
Chaupai line nos. 4-6 that precede it; Doha no. 44 along with Chaupai line nos. 3-8 
that precede it; and Doha no. 45.} 

Meghanad was extremely peeved at this cowardly behaviour of his demon 
warriors. So now he decided to take the battle to the field opposite the fort where he 
would direcly face his chief adversaries such as Lord Ram, his brother Laxman, and 
Vibhishana whom Meghanad regarded as a traitor and betrayer of his race. By taking 
the war to the battle-field outside the fort, any further destruction of Lanka and 
damage to the fort would at least be prevented. 

Once the gigantic gates of the fort of Lanka were opened and the first battle 
was fought outside it with Meghanad leading his demon troops, the course of the war 
changed in as much as the rest of the bloody war was fought in the plains opposite the 
city. 

It is also believed that the battle with Meghanad happened during ‘Pushya 
Nakshatra’, i.e. during the time when the asterism known as Pushya was dominant.] 
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caupat. 


kaham kosaladhisa dvau bhrata. dhanvi sakala loka bikhyata. 1. 
kaham nala nila dubida sugriva. angada hanumanta bala sinva. 2. 
kaham bibhisanu bhratadrohi. aju sabahi hathi mara'um Ohi. 3. 


Meghanad thundered diabolically: ‘Where is the Lord of Kaushal (Lord Ram); where 
are the two brothers (i.e. Lord Ram and Laxman) who are famed all over the world for 
their skill with the bow (i.e. are known to be famous archers)? [I have come here to 
challenge them; where are they; why don’t they come out now in the open before 
me?] (1) 
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Say, where are Nala, Neela, Dwivid, Sugriv; where is Angad and Hanuman who call 
themselves as extremely valiant? [Why, where are they now? Let them show their 
faces to me; I have come to meet them in the battle-field. Why are they hiding? ] (2) 


And where is the traitor Vibhishan who has betrayed his own brother (Ravana) and 
turned hostile towards him? 
Come you, one and all; today I shall slay all of them at one go.’ (3) 


[Note—'How did Meghanad know the names whom he lists now to come forward to 
meet the challenge? Here’s the answer: 

Earlier when the invading monkeys had raised war cries, they had done so in 
the name of Lord Ram, Laxman and Sugriv—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka 
Kand, Doha no. 39. 

A little later, when the demons pushed back the monkeys with a vicious 
counter-attack, making them flee in terror, they had called for help, and at that time 
the retreating monkeys called out the names of Angad, Hanuman, Nala, Neela and 
Dwivid—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes 
Doha no. 43. 

The name of Vibhishan, who was Meghanad’s uncle, was of course already 
known to him. 

So this is how Meghanad got to know the names of the chiefs in the enemy 
camp. | 
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asa kahi kathina bana sandhané. atisaya krodha $ravana lagi tane. 4. 

sara samüha so charai laga. janu sapaccha dhavahim bahu naga. 5. 

jaham taham parata dekhi'ahim banara. sanmukha ho'i na sake tehi avasara. 
6. 


With this formidable challenge, he (Meghanad) raised his bow and angrily pulled its 
string tight, stretching it right back to his ears. (4) 


Then he shot a volley of abominable arrows that flew so fast and fierce, with a hissing 
sound, that they appeared to be winged snakes dashing forward towards their prey. (5) 


Everywhere one could see there were monkeys falling to the ground, for none could 
face him (Meghanad)'. (6) 


[Note— To wit, the volley of sharp arrows shot angrily by Meghanad hit the front 
ranks of the monkey army, felling countless warriors. The arrows were shot so rapidly 
that none of the monkey warriors had the least chance to lunge at Meghanad and catch 
hold of him.] 
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Under the fierce onslaught launched by Meghanad, the terrified monkeys and bears 
ran helter-skelter everywhere; they were so sore alarmed and affright, and so much 
scared out of their wits by the ferocity of the attack, as well as the sight of so many of 
their numbers falling down to the ground, either as wounded or as dead, that the 
fleeing warriors lost all enthusiasm and courage to get involved in the battle any 
further. (7) 


Not a single monkey or bear warrior was seen in the battlefield who was not scared 
for his life due to Meghanad's brutal attack. 

[To wit, all those who remained alive lost their zeal to fight as they became 
very concerned about their own survival after witnessing the fate of their companions, 
most of whom were lying wounded or dead on the ground. The result was that, for the 
time being, the rout of the monkeys and bears was complete.] (8) 
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dasa dasa sara saba marési paré bhumi kapi bira. 
simhanada kari garja meghanada bala dhira. 50. 


[The ferocity of Meghanad’s attack and the rapidity with which he shot his arrows can 
be gauged by the fact that—] He shot and wounded every monkey and bear warrior 
with around ten arrows each’, and the result was all of them fell mortally wounded in 
the battle-field. 

Having decimated his enemy, the brave, courageous, strong and valiant 
Meghanad (méghanada bala dhira) roared thunderously, in triumph, like a lion 
(who has boldly entered and fearlessly attacked a group of wild animals, killing some, 
and making others flee in terror). (Doha no. 50) 


[Note—'By saying that each monkey and bear warrior was hit by “ten arrows” it is 
meant that Meghanad shot countless arrows at them; the arrows rained down over the 
monkeys and bears like so many pieces of hail-stones falling upon them from the sky 
during a fierce hail-storm, that there was no count of how many pellets of hail hit each 
warrior. The arrows fell so rapidly and thickly that they resembled a large piece of 
blanket-of-needles descending from the sky to cover the entire ground of the battle- 
field, virtually suffocating every single warrior on the ground and taking the breath 
out of them. 

Another significance of the number “ten” is that the arrows hit every single 
organ of the body of the monkey and bear warriors, making them grievously injured 
and wailing woefully in pain. It ought to be noted here that there are five organs of 
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perception and five organs of action in the body of an individual, bringing the total to 
ten organs. 

The five organs of perception and the five organs of action, with their 
corresponding objects, are the following: ‘ear’ is concerned with hearing; ‘eye’ with 
seeing; ‘tongue’ with tasting; ‘skin’ with touch; ‘nose’ with smelling; ‘mouth’ with 
speaking; ‘leg’ with walking; ‘hand’ with receiving and giving and doing deeds; 
‘excretory’ with elimination of waste from the body; and ‘genitals’ with procreation. 

So therefore, every pore of the body of the warriors was made to bleed; their 
bodies were filled with wounds. ]} 
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dekhi pavanasuta kataka bihala. krodhavanta janu dhaya'u kala. 1. 
mahasaila eka turata upara. ati risa meghanada para dara. 2. 


When the son of the wind god (*pavanasuta"; Hanuman) observed that the army was 
in a dire strait and panicky, he immediately dashed forward angrily, as if the god of 
death had himself lunged forward, filled with vengeance!. (1) 


He immediately uprooted a huge mountain (i.e. a gigantic boulder or rock) and threw 
it on Meghanad very wrathfully, with full force (in order to crush him underneath it)’. 


(2) 


[Note— It is believed that Hanuman was a manifestation of Lord Shiva's form known 
as ‘Rudra’. This form of the Lord is his angry form, and Shiva assumes this form at 
the time of conclusion of creation when, at the time of doomsday, hellfire and 
brimstone burns and consumes everything in this world. This form of Lord Shiva is 
also synonym of death, and hence represents the ‘god of death’ known as Kaal. This 
is why Hanuman's angry rush at Meghanad is compared to the rush of the god of 
death, known as Kaal, in order to punish the demon prince. 


?This is the third confrontation between Hanuman and Meghand. 

The first occurred when Hanuman had come to Lanka to search for Sita— 
apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 
19—to Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 20. 

The second occasion was in Lanka when Meghanad was defending the 
western gates of the fort of Lanka and the monkey army was unable to breach it. At 
that time too the monkeys had fled in terror when the demons had launched a fierce 
counter-attack on them. Hanuman leapt on the fort and attacked Meghanad with a 
huge mountain-like rock, breaking the demon prince's chariot, killing his charioteer, 
and kicking Meghanad in the chest, making him swoon and fall to the ground. This 
episode is narrated in Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 3-8 that 
precede Doha no. 43. 

This is the third occasion, and it is presently being described between Doha 
no. 49—to Chaupai line 4 that precedes Doha no. 51.] 
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When he (Meghanad) saw that Hanuman was coming to him with a mighty rock ready 
to be hurled at him, he (having had a bitter experience of such an attack by Hanuman 
and its serious consequences) immediately ascended to the sky, abandoning his 
chariot, charioteer and horses in great haste’. (3) 


Hanuman challenged him repeatedly to come down and face him like a bold warrior, 
but Meghanad was overcome with sore affright as he recalled the bitter experience he 
had had of a similar attack by Hanuman on an earlier occasion’ that he durst not come 
near. (4) 


[Note—'Meghanad saw it coming; he had witnessed such an attack by Hanuman 
previously when he had managed to survive by the breadth of his hair. It happened 
during their second confrontation near the western gates of the fort of Lanka when 
Hanuman had similarly dumped a huge mountain-like rock on Meghanad, breaking 
his war chariot and killing his charioteer, and when Meghanad fell to the ground, 
kicking him viciously in the chest so furiously that he swooned and became 
unconscious. Another charioteer, driving a reserve chariot, had taken the seriously 
wounded Meghanad back into the fort of Lanka. This episode is narrated in: Ram 
Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 3-8 that precede Doha no. 43. 


^Meghanad could not forget it, and the mere sight of Hanuman furiously dashing 
towards him with a gigantic rock in his hand, ready to smash the light of life out of 
him, chilled Meghanad, and sucked the courage and the wit out of him. So he left his 
chariot instantly to escape from being crushed with it when the rock hit hard, with a 
great velocity. Meghanad managed to jump into the air in the nick of time, just at the 
moment the rock came down heavily upon his chariot, managing to save himself by 
the width of his skin. 

Meghanad therefore dared not come on the ground to face Hanuman 
physically; so he decided instead to use the many magical tricks he knew from a 
distance, from the safe environ of the sky itself, so that if anything went awry, he 
would be able to escape quickly. ] 
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[In order to divert Hanuman’s attention—] He, who could thunder like a cloud 
(*ghananada"; i.e. Meghanad), went to the place where Lord Raghupati (Lord Ram) 
was, and hurled many kinds of abuses and insulting words at the Lord. (5) 


After venting his verbal ire on the Lord, Meghanad shot many kinds of weapons at 
him'. The Lord, who was an expert in the art of use of weaponry during warfare, 
easily neutralised all his weapons as if it was a mere game for him. (6) 


[Note—'The weapons used by Meghanad were of many kinds, falling under three 
chief categories—viz. one that was shot like a missile, e.g. an arrow, one that was 
thrown like a spear or a lance, and one that was hand-held and used directly, such as a 
battle-axe and a sword. 

Meghanad used all of them simultaneously in order to overwhelm his enemy, 
Lord Ram. He probably was unaware that Lord Ram was a trained warrior belonging 
to the Kshatriya race, a race that is by birth a martial race. Meghanad also had no 
information how the Lord had easily neutralised such attacks, not by one or two 
demon warriors but by an entire army of ferocious and blood-hungry demons on 
earlier occasions, so an attack by an individual demon was merely a sport for Lord 
Ram. There are previous occasions which we recall when Lord Ram had single- 
handedly overcome such ferocious attacks by angry demons. 

One such prominent occasion was when Lord Ram was attacked by the 
vicious army of Marich and Subahu while the Lord was protecting the fire sacrifice of 
sage Vishwamitra—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-6 
that precede Doha no. 210. 

The other significant occasion was when Khar and Dushan attacked the Lord 
with their army of ferocious demons after their sister Supernakha was punished by the 
Lord for her pervert behaviour—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai 
line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 18—to Doha no. 20-a.] 
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The stupid fellow (Meghanad) felt very frustrated when he observed the immense 
skills of the Lord (i.e. in the way he had neutralised all the weapons and prevented 
any of them from harming him), and so he (Meghanad) decided to employ the many 
magical tricks he knew, by using which he could create various kinds of illusions. (7) 


It was like the case of a foolish man trying to tease Garud (the mount of Lord Vishnu 
who relishes devouring serpents) by holding a small snake in his hand and showing it 
to the giant bird (Garud), trying to shoo him away with the snake’. (8) 


[Note—'Garud, the legendary Eagle who is the celestial mount of Lord Vishnu, can 
easily snap and gobble up all species of serpents, no matter how large and poisonous 
the reptile is. So it is ridiculously foolish to scare away Garud by showing him a small 
serpent. 
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Similarly, it is so utterly foolish for Meghanad in showing his weapons as well 
as his magical tricks to Lord Ram, not knowing that the Lord was a Master of all such 
small and cheap tricks, as he is the Supreme Lord of this creation who has himself 
created all tricks in existence. To wit, what weapons and tricks Meghanad used 
against Lord Ram were but a small part, a very small and limited fraction, of the vast 
numbers of weapons and magical tricks that the maverick supreme Creator had 
created as a part of his vast empire that is known as the universe. ] 
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Forsooth, the Lord (Ram, the Supreme Being) whose Maya (powers to create illusions 
and delusions) is so powerful and omnipotent that all the powers and skills possessed 
by Lord Shiva and the creator Brahma taken together are dwarfed in its comparison, 
so much so that they are perpetually under the grand spell of the Lord's Maya!, the 
demon prince (Meghanad) is so immensely dumb-headed that he was showing his 
cheap tricks to that same Lord”! (Doha no. 51) 


[Note—'A similar idea is expressed in Ram Charit Manas, (i) Baal Kand, Doha no. 
140; (11) Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 9 that precedes Doha no. 6; (iii) Lanka Kand, 
Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 22; and (iv) Uttar Kand, Chaupai line no. 8 
that precedes Doha no. 71. 


“To wit, it was an extremely stupid thought and an ignorant behaviour of Meghanad to 
even imagine that he could stun Lord Ram with his magical tricks and weapons. But 
had he been not that foolish as he obviously was in the first place, he would not have 
wasted his energy and time even in attempting to fool Lord Ram with his stupid acts; 
on the contrary, he would have thought himself very honoured and privileged to have 
the chance to welcome the Lord, who had come calling right at his doorstep, and offer 
him his respect and tribute. 

Why Meghanad alone; if his father Ravana had this kind of wisdom and 
knowledge, the savage war could have been avoided and the demon race could have 
been spared annihilation. But Destiny had destined things differently for them and 
their race, and no amount of preaching would bring light to this ill-fated race that was 
destined to doom and destruction like a twig which is involuntarily sucked up, spun 
and taken away to oblivion by a strong wind during a violent storm.] 
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caupat. 


nabha cadhi barasa bipula angara. mahi te pragata hohim jaladhara. 1. 
nana bhamti pisaca pisaci. maru katu dhuni bolahim naci. 2. 

bista püya rudhira kaca hara. barasa'i kabahumi upala bahu chara. 3. 
barasi dhüri kinhési amidhi'ara. süjha na apana hatha pasara. 4. 


[Having failed to have any influence of his dirty tricks on Lord Ram, Meghanad 
changed his tactic; now he decided instead to attack the monkeys and bears spread all 
over the battle-field. So, what did he do?!] 


He (Meghanad) went up in the sky and employed his magical powers to create a scene 
of doomsday (to terrify the army of monkeys and bears) by showering a large quantity 
of fireballs on the ground below, and at the same time created an illusion of water 
gushing out in large spouts from crevices formed on the earth. (1) 


Various denominations of phantoms and hobgoblins, both males and females, began 
their death-dance on the battle-field, with blood-curdling shrieks calling for killing 
and chopping of warriors. (2) 


From the sky there rained down all sorts of garbage, stinking slush and other 
abhorable things on the ground; sometimes it was a rain of excreta, mucous, blood, 
hairs and bones, and at other times it was a hail of sharp stones and raining of hot ash. 


(3) 


He created a virtual dust-storm so thick and heavy that a dark cloud covered the sky 
and blocked all sunlight, causing such a thick blanket of darkness to form all around 
the battle-field that one could not see one’s own hands. (4) 


[Note—'Meghanad had earlier assured his father Ravana that he would perform such 
miraculous deeds in the battle-field the next day that the like of which had never been 
witnessed by anyone ever—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line 
no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 49. 

So now he was carrying out his promise. ] 
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The monkeys and bears were utterly terrified when they witnessed this illusion similar 
to doomsday, and they panicked, thinking that this situation portended certain death 
for all of them. (5) 


Meanwhile, Lord Ram smiled (as he was amused) when he saw this illusionary scene 
resembling the sight witnessed on doomsday, and also realised its widespread 
negative effect on the monkeys and bears who panicked because they believed it to be 
a reality. (6) 


[What did the Lord do?] So the Lord shot an arrow that instantly cut through this veil 
of delusions to restore the situation as it existed prior to Meghanad’s tricks, just like 
the appearance of the sun cuts through, in a moment, the veil of darkness cast by the 
night. (7) 


Then Lord Ram looked around the ground of the battle-field, casting his benevolent 
glance over all the monkeys and bears to bless them. The Lord’s rejuvenating glance 
had a magical effect as it instantly restored the confidence and vigour of the troops so 
much that they became all the more ferocious, formidable, and un-stoppable in the 
battle-field'. (8) 


[Note—'Lord Ram had done it earlier also when he shot an arrow to illuminate the 
battle-field which was covered by darkness during the first day of the war when his 
troops had become panicky, and once again when the darkness was removed the 
monkeys and bears fought with renewed vigour and zeal—apropos: Ram Charit 
Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 47—to Doha no. 47, 
along with Chaupai line nos. 1-8 that precede it. 

Lord Ram’s grace was so singular and divine by nature that whenever he 
merely looked at his troops, a sort of current passed through all its members, 
electrifying them and filling each monkey and bear with vigorous zeal, astounding 
dynamism, and a stupendous amount of energy. One example of this unique 
phenomenon is to be found at the time when the huge army started from Kishkindha 
on its way to Lanka, when a glance of Lord Ram inspired the whole army and 
electrified it; the monkeys and bears acquired a punch and strength of countless 
mountains striking at once—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line 
nos. 1-5 that precede Doha no. 35.] 
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Laxman, the younger brother of Lord Ram and his constant companion, asked the 
Lord for permission to join the battle. Having got the Lord’s nod, he moved forward 
angrily in the battle-field with a bow and arrows at the ready in his hands; he was 
accompanied by Angad and other brave monkey warriors’. (Doha no. 52) 
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[Note—'The following verses would narrate the first battle between Laxman and 
Meghanad. It was during this duel that Laxman fainted when he was hit by an arrow 
shot by the demon prince. The end of this duel would also mark the end of the third 
day of the war in Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 55 which we shall be 
reading by-and-by. 

Who were the “other brave warriors” who accompanied Laxman? Naturally 
they were the chief commanders of the troops, and some of their names have been 
listed in Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 43 earlier—viz. Angad, Hanuman, 
Nala, Neela, Dwivida. There were others too, such as Mayanda, Dadhimukha, Gada, 
Vikatasa etc. as mentioned Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Doha no. 54. 

Then of course there were Sugriv and Jamvant, the chiefs of the monkeys and 
bears as a community. Perhaps these senior commanders, such as the latter two, 
remained with Lord Ram at their base camp. This observation is endorsed in Ram 
Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 10 that precedes Doha no. 75 wherein 
Lord Ram has himself asked Sugriv and Jamvant to remain by his side at the time he 
sent Laxman to fight with Meghanad for the second time during which the demon 
prince was killed. 

There are some very significant points to note in connection with the two 
battles between Laxman and Meghanad, and they are as follows:- 

When Laxman went out to fight Meghanad for the first time, as he is doing 
now, he was very angry and full of self confident that he would be able to trounce his 
enemy. Because of his anger he lost his sense of propriety and wisdom that would 
have told him to first pay his respects to his elder brother Lord Ram and seek his 
blessings for victory before asking for permission to go to face Meghanad. Besides 
this, Laxman was raring to go alone when other monkey warriors, such as Angad etc., 
voluntarily offered to accompany him. For this also, no express permission was 
sought from the Lord, and neither did the Lord told anyone of them to accompany 
Laxman. These things are clear from this Doha no. 52. 

Compared to this, the situation was starkly different when Laxman had gone 
out to engage his adversary for the second time. At that time, Laxman had done so 
because the Lord himself had expressly asked him to do it. Besides this, during this 
second time, Laxman was reliant on Lord Ram's grace and blessings to win his 
adversary; he had invoked the Lord's majesty and glory at the time of seeking 
permission to go. He had also bowed his head before Lord Ram just before departure. 
As regarding the other monkey warriors who accompanied Laxman, it was also 
ordered by the Lord—that Angad and others should go with Laxman. These things are 
explicitly mentioned in Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Doha no. 75, and Chaupai 
line nos. 6-12 that precede it. 

These crucial gestures empowered Laxman and made him able to slay 
Meghanad during his second engagement with him. During the first engagement, as 
we see however, Laxman had too much of self-confidence in his own abilities, in his 
own powers and strength by which he believed he would easily defeat Meghanad, 
instead of relying on the grace of the Lord in order to achieve this success. So in his 
haste Laxman had neither bowed his head before Lord Ram nor invoked the Lord's 
grace, mystical powers and divinity as a majestic force with which to fight and win 
his enemy. He was also ‘angry’, and in anger his wisdom and sense of propriety 
abandoned him. 

The result was that Laxman not only failed to overcome Meghand during the 
first battle, but he was seriously wounded too and fell to the ground unconscious. On 
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the second occasion however, the situation changed as now Laxman was protected by 
the Lord’s grace, as a result of which he successfully slayed Meghanad. 

There are two important lessons we learn from these two situations: The first 
is that ‘anger’ is a bad thing; it robs a person of his ability to think and act properly. 
This fact is endorsed elsewhere in Ram Charit Manas also, viz. in Baal Kand, Doha 
no. 277 where Laxman had told sage Parashuram that ‘anger is at the root of all sinful 
activities’. But the irony is that Laxman himself forgets this maxim now. 

The second lesson is: We must always rely on the Lord God for everything in 
life instead of boasting of our own abilities; whatever one does, whenever he does it, 
he ought to first pay his respects to the Lord God and be clear in his head that success 
and failure are not of his own doing but they are what the Lord wishes. Sometimes it 
happens that what appears to be today’s failure proves to be god-sent blessing in the 
days to come. So it is always better and useful to rely on the Lord God in order to 
have peace of mind and soul. ] 
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He (Laxman) had fiery-red eyes (indicating his seething anger as he was wroth with 
exceeding wrath), a broad muscular chest, and long robust arms (implying that he had 
a muscular and well-built body of a strong, brave and powerful warrior who possesses 
the physical prowess by which he can defeat his opponent very easily in a hand-to- 
hand duel). 

His body had a fair complexion like that of a snow-covered mountain, albeit it 
was a wee whit tanned red (with excitement and anger, as well as due to the fact that 
Laxman had been exposed to the elements of Nature for the past fourteen years of his 
forest sojourn by the side of his elder brother Lord Ram)’. (1) 


Meanwhile, the ten-headed Ravana sent reinforcement to help his son Meghanad; 
these formidable demon warriors grabbed all sorts of weapons they could lay their 
hands on, and arming themselves to the teeth they dashed forward (to aid the demon 
prince). (2) 


The monkey and bear warriors raised a fierce war-cry praising Lord Ram and his 
glory as they too rushed forward to join the fray (and help Laxman); they grabbed 
parts of huge mountains, such as large rocks and boulders, as well as uprooted trees as 
their weapons. (3) 
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The two troops clashed head on with each other in a furious hand-to-hand battle, 
forming groups that engaged themselves in vicious duels, each vying with the other to 
have an upper hand and defeat the opponent, because both the sides had no lack of 
desire and the will to win’. (4) 


[Note—'This verse describes how Laxman looked when he stepped out from his 
camp into the battle-field to take on Meghanad. 


"This is the second direct face-to-face, vicious, no-holds barred and bloody clash 
between the warriors of the two sides, demons on one side, and monkey and bear 
warriors on the other side. The first such clash occurred during the assault on the fort 
of Lanka, and it is described in full earlier in Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, 
Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 39—to Doha no. 47.] 
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The Kapis (monkeys and bears) are motivated and so inspired by the surety of victory 
that nothing holds them back; they fight vigorously and enthusiastically, clobbering 
their opponents (the demon warriors) and hitting them hard with their clenched fists 
and vicious kicks, and biting them deep and ferociously with their sharp teeth. The 
monkeys and bears, thus, first hit the demons hard, severely wounding and 
demoralising them, and then the victorious Kapis sternly admonished their adversaries 
(lecturing them on the fruitlessness of their wasting their energy and life for a lost 
cause, a cause that is wrong from the beginning)’. (5) 


There was utter chaos and mayhem in the battle-field. Blood-chilling shrieks of the 
warriors, yelling repeatedly ‘kill, kill; catch hold and kill, break the skull and severe 
the head; tear apart the limbs’ [6], rented the air and reverberated all over the nine 
segments of the island (of Lanka)". Here and there, and everywhere else, whithersover 
one could see, severed heads and fragmented skulls flew thick and wild like so many 
flying objects hurled all over the ground [7]. (6-7) 


The gods were watching the strange spectacle from the sky; sometimes they were 
struck with horror at this sight of the ferocity of the war, and at other times they felt 
glad that the war has, at last, commenced’. (8) 


[Note—'A similar thing occurred earlier too during the first day of the war. Refer: 
Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 44. 
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^The whole island of Lanka was filled with the sound of war. The island was 
geographically divided into nine segments for administrative purposes. The clamour 
and the turmoil of the war, the shrieks of warriors and the clash of weapons, was 
deafening, and it echoed all over the land. 


`The gods sometimes became alarmed at the mismatch between the two sides, for the 
monkeys and bears were pitted against demons who were superior to them in all 
respects of warfare, for they had better weapons, were very ferocious and reckless, 
knew new many tricks to deceive their opponents, and were seasoned warriors who 
were veterans of countless wars in which they had successfully conquered not only 
the rulers of earth but had even vanquished the all-powerful gods in heaven. So the 
gods sometimes feared for the safety of the army of Lord Ram as it consisted of 
monkeys and bears who are usually regarded as an inferior and weaker race in the 
hierarchy of creation. 

But soon they recovered themselves and regained their confidence of victory, 
making them feel glad that the war has actually started, because now their long- 
cherished dream of getting rid of the cruel and sinful demons would be realised. After 
all, this is for what they had prayed to Lord Vishnu, whereat the Lord had promised 
them that he would come down personally to earth as Lord Ram to fulfil their wish. 
So now the time has come when their wish for the elimination of Ravana and his 
vicious horde of cruel and sinful demons was about to be fulfilled, about to be 
realised. Hence, it was a time to celebrate and feel happy. ] 
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All the potholes, cavities and fissures of the earth were filled with blood flowing into 
them; this blood so collected then coagulated and formed a thick crust over which 
layers of dust settled. Thick clouds of dust also flew all over the battle-ground (as it 
was kicked up by gusts of wind). 

The sight resembled a cremation ground where so many pyres could be seen 
with hot ash over which red-hot ambers burnt, and the sky around was filled with a 
cloud of dark smoke that arose from the dead bodies that were laid over this heap for 
the purpose of cremation. (Doha no. 53) 


[Note—This imagery draws one's attention to the horrifying and repulsive sight 
witnessed in the battle-field. The next verse describes the horrifying sight of wonded 
warriors lying on the ground in the battle-field. 

It is a chilling, gut-wrenching, nauseating and nightmarish sight that is visible 
not only in the battle-field of Lanka but also witnessed wherever bloody wars are 
fought between two armies. It compels a man of any sensitivity and mercy left in him 
to ponder over the futility and cruelty of wars; it fills any man who is conscientious, 
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and has even a wee whit compassion left in any corner of his heart, to feel revulsive 
and wince at the mere thought of a war. 

Say, what is gained by mass slaughter of fellow human beings? Even a victory 
that is attained by massacre and creating the scene described in this doha, is utterly 
disgraceful, totally inhuman and reprehensible, completely contemptible and outright 
outrageous, and worth nothing but severe shame and ignominy on the victor. ] 
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Gravely wounded warriors adorned the battle-field much like the crimson flowers that 
deck up a Kinshuk tree (the “Butea frondosa" tree) at the time when they are in full 
bloom’. (1) 


Now the time came for a direct confrontation between Laxman and Meghanad; both 
of them clashed with each other very furiously. (2) 


Both were equal in valour, gallantry and skills, so no matter how hard they tried to 
subdue their opponents, they could not succeed. 

Seeing that Laxman would not be so easily overcome, the demon (Meghanad) 
started cheating by employing unfair means and using dirty tricks to force himself 
upon Laxman and vanquish him’. (3) 


[Note—'This tree is also known as “Palasha”. It has beautiful deep red coloured 
flowers that make the tree look very charming when in full bloom. 

In this imagery, the battle-field is likened to the Kinshuk tree, and the injured 
warriors lying on the ground, with thick dark red blood oozing from their wounds, are 
likened to the flower of this tree. Even as the flowers move softly on the tree when 
they are made to sway by the wind, the wounded warriors turn left and right, and try 
to rise or raise their limbs while lying on the ground. 

A similar sight is also referred to in Valmiki Ramayan, Lanka Kand, Canto 89, 
verse no. 37. 


^When Meghanad observed that he is unable to overcome Laxman by using fair 
means of warfare, he decided to employ foul methods and resort to cheating. Being a 
‘demon’, someone who has no qualms in using dirty tricks and employing 
unrighteous methods to serve his goal, Meghanad had not the slightest compunctions 
in using unfair means to overcome his opponent Laxman. 

He knew many magical tricks that he had used earlier also in the battle-field— 
apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 
51—to Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 52. 
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So he decided to use them once again. Meghanad would also employ these 
dirty magical tricks that create a lot of illusions, such as making him suddenly vanish 
and reappear again somewhere else, during the second battle with Laxman when he 
was finally killed—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 11- 
12 that precede Doha no. 76.] 
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Then (i.e. when Meghanad started cheating and using foul and unfair methods in the 
duel) Laxman (who is also known as "Anant" became vehemently angry. He 
immediately broke Meghanad's chariot into splinters and killed the charioteer. 

[To wit, Laxman became so furious when Meghanad started using unfair 
means in the battle that he angrily retaliated by shooting a powerful volley of arrows 
that slammed into Meghanad's chariot with such a mighty force that they smashed it 
smithereens and killed the charioteer.] (4) 


Laxman, who is a manifestation of Sheshnath (sesa), launched a vicious attack on his 
adversary, hitting him hard and furious in a variety of ways so much so that the 
demon's life was almost on the edge of being sniffed out. (5) 


The son of Ravana (“rāvana suta”; Meghanad)? thought to himself that the situation 
was extremely alarming, and soon Laxman would snatch his life away from him (i.e. 
would kill him). (6) 


[Note— *Anant" means: ‘one who has no end; one who is eternal; one who does not 
die’. Use of this epithet for Laxman is very significant here because soon we shall 
read that he is seriously wounded and on the verge of death when Meghanad shot him 
with a fiery arrow that usually sucked the life of its victim. This epithet mentally 
prepares the reader for that moment when Laxman falls unconscious on the ground; it 
psychologically acclimatises the reader and assures him that when he comes to the 
point where Laxman is grievously wounded and falls to the ground, there should be 
no cause worry, as Laxman is “Anant”, i.e. he cannot die. That simply means that 
there is no cause of alarm, that Laxman’s fainting is part of the game, a part of the 
show, for he will be revived before long. 

“Anant” is also the name of Lord Sheshnath, the celestial Serpent who had 
manifested himself as Laxman. Lord Vishnu, the macrocosmic and invisible form of 
Brahm, the Supreme Being, reclines on the coiled body of Sheshnath as it floats on 
the surface of Kshir-Sagar, the celestial ocean of milk from which the first elements 
of creation emerged at the time of its origin. 
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*Like the case of the word “Anant” for Laxman, another interesting word is used here 
when referring to Meghanad; it is “the son of Ravana— ravana suta”. 

What is so remarkable with the use of this term? The word “Ravana” means 
‘one who makes others weep’. Since the demon king used to torment the world so 
much, the word ‘Ravana’ is used for him. Now, his son Meghanad would soon create 
a situation when Lord Ram too would weep and lament for Laxman when he is 
wounded by Meghanad’s powerful arrow. 

Like his father Ravana, his son Meghanad was about to create a situation 
which would make Lord Ram weep and his companions feel sorrowful. So therefore, 
Meghanad is addressed as the ‘son of Ravana’; “like father, like son".] 
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Frustrated and extremely irritated because he felt he was in a dire strait and his life 
was in danger if he allowed a moment more to Laxman, Meghanad struck back at his 
opponent by throwing a special spear (samgi) that never failed in felling (and even 
probably killing) the greatest of warriors’. This powerful weapon glowed with energy, 
and it slammed into Laxman's chest. (7) 


Laxman fainted (and fell to the ground unconscious) when this powerful weapon, that 
had immense energy and dynamism inbuilt in it, hit him hard with all its punch (Sakti 
ke lager). Then Meghanad overcame his fear (of Laxman) and went near his 
adversary’. (8) 


[Note—'As long as Laxman was on his legs fighting Meghanad, the latter dared not 
go near him; but when Laxman swooned and collapsed on the ground, Meghanad 
gathered enough courage to go near him. 

Why did Meghanad go near Laxman? The answer is to be found in the next 
Doha no. 54—it was to lift and bring Laxman to Lanka. Why? It was to make Laxman 
a hostage if he was still alive, and use him as a bait to make a stiff bargain with Lord 
Ram, or as a prized trophy of war if he wasn't alive. It would be a great victory for 
Meghanad and an act of unmatched valour and gallantry if he could bring Laxman to 
Lanka in whatever state Laxman was, and in whatever way Meghanad could. 

There are two other significant reasons why Laxman was wounded and fell to 
the ground unconscious. 

One is that at the time of asking Lord Ram to give him permission to go and 
face Meghanad, Laxman had not properly shown his respect to the Lord by bowing 
his head before the latter, which he ought to have done. It was perhaps because 
Laxman was very angry at the time, and in his anger he had lost his wisdom to act in a 
proper way. Besides this, Laxman was so confident of his own abilities that he 
thought that he is competent enough to tackle Meghanad on his own accord 
independently, and so he felt that there was no need to seek Lord Ram's full 
protection by way of seeking the Lord's blessings and invoking the Lord's grace and 
mystical powers. The result was that Laxman lacked the full backing and the complete 
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support of Lord Ram's grace, his divine abilities and mystical powers that would have 
given him an impregnable shield of protection against harm when he was fighting 
Meghanad, and so he fell down unconscious. This event shows us that if we are to 
succeed in any enterprise in life, we must first seek the Lord God's blessings, and 
then rely on the Lord's powers to enable us to move ahead towards the goal of 
obtaining success in our efforts. Refer to a note appended to Doha no. 52 herein above 
where this aspect has been further explained. 

The second reason is this: At the time when Lord Ram was preparing to leave 
Ayodhya to proceed to the forest, he had tried his best to dissuade Laxman from 
joining him. The Lord had told Laxman that if will do good if he did not accompany 
him to the forest, because then he would have to bear a lot of sorrows and miseries— 
apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha 
no. 70—to Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 71. Now, this fainting of 
Laxman was to prove that the Lord's words were true. 

A similar situation occurred when Sita insisted on accompanying Lord Ram to 
the forest. In her case the Lord had been very explicit in outlining the immensity of 
sufferings one encounters in a forest, telling her that if she insists in going to the 
forest with the Lord then she will get only sufferings in return—apropos: Ram Charit 
Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes Doha no. 62—to Chaupai 
line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 63. And the Lord was proved correct once again by 
the developments later on—when Sita was kidnapped by Ravana and kept as a 
prisoner in Lanka, where she was subjected to great horrors.] 
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Countless warriors, who were truly as strong and powerful as Meghanad, tried their 
best to lift Laxman from the ground, but failed. 

Say, how is it practically possible to lift Sheshnath who is the support of the 
entire world (or who supports the whole universe upon his thousand hoods)'? 

No matter how much and how hard these warriors tried, they could not lift 
Laxman; so at last they gave up in frustration and went away distraught, smarting 
with shame and feeling extremely humiliated. (Doha no. 53) 


[Note—'Laxman was a manifested form of Lord Sheshnath, the celestial serpent who 
is believed to hold the world aloft on his thousand hoods—Ram Charit Manas, (i) 
Baal Kand, Doha no. 197; and (ii) Ayodhya Kand, Chanda line no. 3 that precedes 
Doha no. 126. 

Trying to lift Laxman would be like trying to lift the earth upon which one is 
standing; it is like lifting the ground from below one's own foot while one is standing 
on it. It's impossible. One can't hold the ground underneath his own foot and lift it up 
along with himself. 

Similarly, trying to lift Laxman was tantamount to lifting the earth on which 
these demon warriors were standing. 
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A very interesting development is about to occur now. While the demon 
watriors were unable to lift Laxman from the ground where he was lying unconscious, 
Hanuman would very easily lift him and take his limp body to place it before Lord 
Ram at the end of the day’s war—apropos: Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 
55 below. 

The question is: How could Hanuman lift Laxman when the demons couldn’t? 
Well, one reason is that the demons, being sinful, pervert and unholy, lacked any 
spiritual power and the special abilities that come with it, while Hanuman had an 
abundance of such powers and abilities. 

Secondly, from the perspective of metaphysics, the demons represented 
‘gross’ elements in creation, and such elements are always heavy themselves; their 
heaviness acted as a drag on their ability to lift and move Laxman because he was 
extremely heavy himself as he supported the whole world on his hood in his primary 
form as Lord Sheshnath. 

On the other hand, Hanuman represented the lighter, the subtler elements of 
creation as he was the son of the ‘wind’ god, and ‘wind or air’ is one of the five subtle 
elements in creation. In this interpretation, Laxman represented the ‘sky’ element, 
because one of the names of Lord Sheshnath is ‘Anant’*, which means eternal and 
without an end, which are the characteristics of the ‘sky’ element. {*Refer: Chaupai 
line no. 4 that precedes this Doha no. 54.} 

The air and sky are almost identical in subtlety; so therefore Hanuman and 
Laxman made a perfect match. 

The power of wind is well known; a powerful storm can cause unprecedented 
havoc; a fierce wind can as easily lift a humble twig as it can topple ships and carry 
away heavier things that falls in its path, as will be observed when a tornado or 
hurricane strikes. The wind turns a windmill, and the latter, with the aid of the wind, 
can lift water from the bowls of the earth if connected to a pump, and then use it for 
irrigation. The wind can move ships by filling its sails. The air lifts balloons, and the 
wind can steer it. 

In brief, the element ‘wind’ that Hanuman represented enabled him to lift 
Laxman because he represented the ‘sky’ element as explained herein above, making 
him very light. 

Earlier on in the story of the Ramayan we read that Lord Shiva’s Bow had 
become so heavy that a large number of strong kings and princes, who had gathered 
during the marriage ceremony of Sita at Janakpur, could not lift it, while the same 
Bow became so light that Lord Ram could not only easily lift it but as easily break it 
into two pieces. {Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, (i) Chaupai line no. 7 that 
precedes Doha no. 250—to Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 251; and (ii) 
Chaupai line nos. 7-8 that precede Doha no. 261.} 

In this case, every citizen present on the occasion had made a fervent plea to 
the deity of the Bow, i.e. to Lord Shiva, requesting that the Bow become very light. 
{Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line nos. 7-8 that precede Doha 
no. 255.} 

Similarly, it’s quite probable here that Hanuman too had prayed silently to 
Lord Sheshnath, the primary form of Laxman, to make his manifested form, i.e. 
Laxman, very light so that he can be lifted. This the third plausible reason as to why 
Hanuman was able to lift Laxman. 

Another interesting reason, and the fourth one, is this: Lord Shiva is depicted 
in iconography, based on the reading and interpretation of ancient mythological texts 
known as the ‘Purans’, as having a number of serpents wrapped around his body; 
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these serpents are his ornamentation. This means simply that Lord Shiva is able to 
carry the weight of these serpents in the same way as we wear garlands or other 
ornaments on our bodies. Now, Hanuman is a manifestation of ‘Rudra’, the eleventh 
form of Lord Shiva that is concerned with annihilation of everything, it is the angry 
form of Shiva that brings about the end of this creation; and Laxman is a 
manifestation of the celestial serpent known as Sheshnath. This means obviously that 
the weight of the body of Laxman poses no problem for Hanuman to carry just like 
the case of the weight of the serpents posing no problem for Lord Shiva when he 
wears them around his body. 

To wit, a combination of factors came into play that enabled Hanuman to lift 
Laxman, whereas the demons failed. | 
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[Lord Shiva continued his narration and said to his consort Uma, who is also known 
as Girija as she is the daughter of the Kingdom of Mountains. Shiva said:- ] 

‘Listen Girija. He whose anger is so fierce that its hell-like fire can burn all the 
fourteen divisions of this creation! [1], --- 


--- And who is served not only by the gods and the human beings but also by all other 
living beings in this creation, both immortal as well as mortal, both gross as well as 
subtle—say, who can defeat such a majestic and almighty Lord of the World in the 
battle-field? [2] 

[Of course the answer is “no one can". So then if that is the case, how do we 
explain what is happening on the ground in the war of Lanka, where we see that the 
monkeys and bears, who represent Lord Ram and form his army, are often times 
beaten back and thrashed by the demons, and we also read that Laxman has been 
gravely wounded and felled by their prince Meghanad. The answer to this vexing 
question is given below in the following verse.] (1-2) 


The actual reason for what is happening on the ground in the war of Lanka, the reality 
behind the external deceptions created (which has presently created an impression that 
Laxman has been subdued and wounded by Meghanad) is known to only a few 
enlightened souls on whom Lord Ram (the Supreme Being and the bestower of 
gnosis, wisdom and knowledge) shows his grace? . (3) 


[Note— The “fourteen divisions of this creation", known as the 14 Bhuvans or 14 
abodes, are the following: 

(A) The upper worlds called Urdhva Lokas (std lw) are seven in 
number:—(i) Bhu/Bhuh (31), (ii) Bhuvaha/Bhuvah (314:), (iii) Swaha/Swah (*3:), 
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(iv) Maha/Mah (4@:), (v) Janaha/Janah (wr3:), (vi) Tapaha/Tapah (a4:), and (vii) 
Satyam/Satyam (xrcuya). 

(B) The seven nether worlds or lower worlds called Adhaha/Adhah Loka (311: 
ate):— (i) Atal/Atala (31a), (ii) Vital/Vitala (faa), (iii) Sutal/Sutala (]aa), (iv) 
Rasaatal/Rasatala (<aTdet), (v) Talaatal/Talatala (cerae), (vi) Mahaatal/Mahatal 
(verde), and (vii) Paataal/Patala (arata). The total number of Lokas is, therefore, 
fourteen. 


^Only those who know who Lord Ram and Laxman actually were, that Lord Ram was 
a manifestation of Lord Vishnu, the invisible and all-pervading macrocosmic form of 
the Supreme Being, and that Laxman was a manifestation of Lord Sheshnath, the 
cosmic serpent who supports the whole creation on his thousand hoods and on whose 
coiled body Lord Vishnu reclines in the celestial ocean that fills the outer space in the 
form of ether, would know that all this fainting and fighting and all other things were 
merely for show to hide the reality of both Lord Ram as well as Laxman, because 
Ravana, the mighty king of demons, had a boon of immunity from death being caused 
by anybody except at the hands of human beings; so it had to be done that way, that a 
human being would one day succeed in slaying the mighty demon king, and to make 
it happen that way, the Lord had to take extra precautions to ensure that nothing is 
visibly done on the ground that would reveal his true identity, that could be construed 
as being reasonably beyond the powers of a human being to do, as far as possible, so 
that the sanctity of the boons granted to Ravana by the creator Brahma could be 
maintained, and the scourge of the demons could be brought to an end. 

To wit, 1f the secret was leaked—that Lord Ram was not an ordinary human 
but the Supreme Being himself in the form of a prince—then most of the demons 
would have either run away or surrendered themselves without a fight. If this 
happened, the Lord would not have been able to eliminate them, and they would have 
lived, causing a piquant situation that would have defeated the very purpose for which 
Lord Vishnu came down to earth—because these cunning demons would have 
pretended to show remorse and promise the Lord that they would certainly change 
their sinful ways in order to escape death, but sooner or later, in all probability sooner 
rather than later, they would have invariably gone back on their words and reverted to 
their old bad habits of tormenting creatures and creating unfettered terror in this 
world. 

Come to think of it: Lord Sheshnath who could turn the world upside down by 
merely shifting it or turning it over on his hoods or even tilting his head a little bit to 
one side, could have very easily make Lanka first heave and then splash and sink into 
the depths of the ocean that surrounded it from all the sides like a ship capsizing in 
rough waters of the ocean during a violent storm, so what was the great idea, except to 
ensure sanctity of Brahma's boons, that Laxman had to endure so much trouble?] 
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taba lagi lai aya'u hanumana. anuja dekhi prabhu ati dukha mana. 6. 


When it was eventide and the time of day when twilight approached, both the armies 
retired from the battle-field for the day (to go back to their respective camps). The 
commanders of the two armies (the demons as well as the monkeys and bears) 
surveyed their troops to take stock of the situation and review the condition of their 
respective forces!. (4) 


Lord Ram—who is the all-pervading and omnipresent Brahm (the Supreme Being and 
cosmic Consciousness) in his primary form (byapaka brahma), who is invincible 
and the almighty Lord of the entire creation (ajita bhuvanesvara), and who shows 
mercy to others (karunakara)—asked where Laxman was (when he could not see 
him around). (5) 


In the meantime, Hanuman brought the unconscious Laxman (and laid him on the 
ground before the Lord)’. 

When the Lord saw his younger brother lying unconscious (and almost as if he 
was not alive), he became very sad and extremely sorrowful. (6) 


[Note—'This is the end of the second day of the war in general, and the end of the 
first duel between Laxman and Meghanad. 

A head count was done by the commanders of the two armies to determine 
who had died, how many were wounded, and how many and who had survived. 


^We have already read in Doha no. 54 herein above that Meghanad and all other 
strong demon warriors had failed to lift Laxman and take him to Lanka with them. 
And now we read that the same Laxman was lifted and brought before Lord Ram by 
Hanuman. 

How and why could Hanuman lift Laxman when the demons couldn't? This 
crucial question has been answered and explained in detail in a note appended to 
Doha no. 54 referred to above, as well as to Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 
84 later on, during the narration of Ravana's battle with Lord Ram.] 
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Jamvant (the old bear chieftain) said that a Vaidya (a doctor who treats patients using 
herbal medicines) named Sushen lives in Lanka', and asked for advice as to who 
should be sent to bring him. (7) 


[It was unanimously decided that Hanuman must be urgently dispatched to bring 
Sushen?. So therefore—] Hanuman assumed a small form (like the one he had 
assumed earlier to enter Lanka undetected when he had gone there the first time in 
search of Sita), and went to Lanka. 

He immediately brought the doctor, along with his house, from there’. (8) 
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[Note—'How did Jamvant come to know about Sushen, the doctor? He was told 
about him by Vibhishan, the demon prince and brother of Ravana who had joined 
Lord Ram’s camp. 

Why did Vibhishan not himself disclose that a doctor by this name lived in 
Lanka, and instead confided this news to Jamvant and asked the latter to reveal this 
information? Well, Vibhishan was very intelligent; he thought that if he said 
something himself then there were chances that he would be misunderstood as if he 
was contriving a devise by which to invite one of his confidantes from Lanka in the 
garb of a doctor, who would then administer some poison to Laxman that would cause 
his death. 

Even if not actually giving poison to Laxman, no one could be absolutely sure 
how a medicine would react, as the best of medicines given by the best of doctors 
may sometimes prove ineffective or even fatal if it causes some serious reaction in the 
patient’s body, which would cause Laxman’s death. Should it unfortunately happen, 
then all the monkeys and bears would definitely conclude that Vibhishan had a 
malefic intention in suggesting the name of Sushen, with whom he was hand-in-glove 
secretly to manoeuvre things in a cunning way that would lead to Laxman death by 
administering a poison or a wrong medicine so as to weaken Lord Ram and make him 
regret for his decision to attack Lanka. If that happened, if the finger of suspicion 
rested on Vibhishan for any ill fate that befell Laxman, then that would be his end; he 
will definitely be killed to avenge Laxman. 

Vibhishan weighed the pros and cons and came to the conclusion that there 
were fair chances that Lord Ram, who would be overcome with grief by then, would 
begin to doubt his integrity and question why he had advised that Sushen be brought 
to treat Laxman, and chances were that, driven by excess of sorrow at Laxman’s ill 
fate, and under the wrong impression that Vibhishan was to be blamed for it, the Lord 
would approve putting him to death as punishment for betrayal. 

Vibhishan pondered over the matter seriously and deduced that the aspect of 
the affair was very alarming and fraught with danger for him, and one unwise step on 
his part would land him in a grave situation should things go wrong and something 
unexpected and unfortunate befalls Laxman due to his intercession in this matter. So it 
was prudent and advisable under the circumstances to keep mum. But at the same 
time, thought Vibhishan, it was his moral obligation and duty to help his benefactor 
Lord Ram and his brother Laxman in these trying times, and if he had some 
knowledge that could be of certain help to them, then he ought to put it to good use 
while ensuring his own safety, or even putting himself to a little risk if a greater good 
is attained. 

It was a horrifying prospect, but Vibhishan nevertheless decided to help Lord 
Ram, who had warmly welcomed him and given him unconditional refuge when he 
was ousted from his own kingdom by his brother Ravana, as best as he could while 
playing it safe for himself; and so he quietly approached Jamvant to give this 
confidential bit of information about the availability of an expert doctor named 
Sushen in Lanka. 

It can be argued that Hanuman may have brought this information, about the 
presence of a doctor by the name of Sushen in Lanka, when he had gone there in 
search of Sita. But he would have told this to Angad as he was his fast friend, and 
probably not to Jamvant as the latter was very senior in the hierarchy as well as in 
age. Besides, Hanuman belonged to the ‘monkey race’ while Jamvant was the chief of 
the ‘bear race’; hence the interaction between Hanuman and Jamvant must have been 
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very limited and formal as compared to his interaction with Angad. Now here since 
Angad has kept quiet, it means he had no such knowledge of a doctor named Sushen 
in Lanka. 

Therefore it is reasonable to conclude that this information was given by 
Vibhishan to Jamvant. 


*Why was Hanuman chosen for the job of bringing Sushen from Lanka? The answer 
is given right here—it was because he could ‘assume a minute form’ that would 
enable him to make his ingress and egress from Lanka without being detected. 

Hanuman had experience of using this trick, because he had employed it when 
he had gone to Lanka earlier in search of Sita; he had not only made his ingress by 
assuming a small form (apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 
that precedes Doha no. 4) but had also explored the city throughout the night in this 
form, without being detected (apropos: Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes 
Doha no. 5). 

How then was his bringing the doctor with his whole house kept a secret? It is 
because it was night time, and he had lifted the house and become air-borne 
immediately. Then he silently cruised in the sky to exit the boundaries of the city. 


*How did Hanuman do it? Well, Hanuman scooped up the house from the ground by 
digging the soil from underneath it and then lifting it in his hands to bring it to where 
Lord Ram was sitting by the side of wounded Laxman, just like a gardener transplants 
a sapling by lifting it from one place in the garden to transfer it to another place. 

We shall soon read that Hanuman would employ this skill to lift up a mountain 
and bring it to Lanka when he could not descry the desired herb on it—apropos: 
Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 58 herein below. ] 
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Sushen arrived and paid his obeisance to Lord Ram by bowing his head at the Lord's 
feet. Then he named the mountain on which the required medicine (i.e. the medicinal 
herb) was to be found’, asking the son of the wind god (“‘pavanasuta”; Hanuman)” to 
go and fetch it". (Doha no. 55) 


[Note— Where was this mountain that bore the herb which could revive Laxman 
back to life? It is mentioned in Valmiki's Ramayan, Uddha Kand (Lanka Kand), canto 
74, verse nos. 29-30 that Jamvant had told Hanuman: “Fly over the surface of the 
ocean and reach the northern mountains known as the Himalayas. Further on you will 
see a golden-hued mountain known as Rishav; the famed abode of Lord Shiva, known 
as Kailash, is visible beyond it. In between the two you will see a mountain where 
medicinal herbs glow in the night like so many fire-flies." 

In Anand Ramayan, Sarkand, Canto 11, verse no. 46 it is said that this herb 
was located in the “Dronachal mountain". Then in verse no. 60 it is said that: 
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“Hanuman went to this mountain and defeated the Gandharvas who were protecting 
it; then he lifted it and started on his journey back.” 

What were the special qualities of this unique herb? In Valmiki Ramayan we 
find the answer in its Lanka Kand, canto 101, verse nos. 30-31. “The herb is to be 
found on the southern summit of the Drona Mountain; it can heal wounds, restore the 
origin condition of the patient’s body, revive a person who is almost dead, and can re- 
join or heal broken or ruptured parts of the body such as bones, skin, muscles, veins 
and tissues." 


?The use of the term “son of the wind god" is very significant here. The wind is 
extremely swift in its movement; it can cover large distances in a short span of time. 
Hanuman had to travel a long distance to the mountain to bring the herb; he had to 
cross the ocean and the land beyond, with all the natural geographical obstacles he 
would have to contend with, in order to reach it. Only the wind can easily surmount 
all physical obstacles when traversing from one point to another on the surface of the 
earth. 

Secondly, it was necessary to ‘fly’ in the sky all the way to the destination, 
and it was possible only if Hanuman's primary form as the ‘son of the wind god’ is 
invoked. The wind god would surely help his son Hanuman to fly over the ocean and 
the land to reach his destination, and then return by the same path. 

The 'son' of the wind god surely must possess the unique abilities of his 
father, the abilities to fly and move rapidly, to overcome all physical hindrances that 
come in the way of his path, and to be able to remain air-borne while carrying the 
weight of the bundle of herbs on his way back. As we will soon discover, this ability 
to remain air-borne while carrying a heavy weight was absolutely essential, because 
on his way back Hanuman had to carry the entire mountain loaded with herbs. It is 
because he could not decide which specific herb was needed, and so took along the 
whole mountain in order to avoid taking the risk of picking a wrong herb, or wasting 
precious time in searching for the correct herb. 


*It is not clear from the reading of this verse who actually asked Hanuman to go to the 
mountain and bring the needed herb—was it Sushen, or was it Lord Ram? 

Most probably it was the doctor himself—firstly it is because since Sushen 
was brought by Hanuman, he was better acquainted with the latter as compared to the 
rest of the ministers of Lord Ram who were standing around; and secondly it is 
because Lord Ram was so sad and woefully grieving for unconscious Laxman that he 
was not in a proper state of mind to talk about anything. 

It is à common observance that when there is a patient lying in a serious 
condition and a doctor is called, the patient's closest kin who love him dearly, such as 
his only son, parent or wife who is the most affected by grief and overcome with 
SOITOWS, is not in a proper state of mind to discuss the situation and relevant details 
coherently with the doctor, and it is usually done by others in the family who are in 
attendance; it is because the latter are able to maintain their cool and act 
dispassionately as compared to those who are directly affected by the shock of the 
serious illness of their dear one. 

At the same time, it could have been Lord Ram who asked Hanuman to go and 
bring the required herb. The Lord was the commander-in-chief of the army, and a 
person who occupies this senior position in the hierarchy is expected to maintain his 
cool and exercise self-control during the gravest of situations and battle-field 
reversals. It was necessary for Lord Ram to maintain external calm to ensure that the 
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morale of his troops is not affected negatively, at least till the time there was hope of 
Laxman’s revival. ] 


"dio. WHA OT SET | ACT WSS Aa sper ATT N g M 
Sel qd Uh AY STE Tey HOTA Te STAT N 3 UI 


caupa’. 


rama carana sarasija ura rakhi. cala prabhanjana suta bala bhasi. 1. 
uham düta eka maramu janava. ravanu kalanemi grha ava. 2. 


Enshrining Lord Ram's holy lotus-like feet in his heart (i.e. after invoking the Lord's 
glory and grace, and paying his due obeisance to him), and then reassuring the Lord 
that he will be able to successfully accomplish the mission (of bringing the requisite 
herb) by reiterating his own abilities, about his skills and strengths, in this regard’, the 
son of the wind god (i.e. Hanuman) started off on his journey. (1) 


Meanwhile, there (in Lanka) a spy informed Ravana about the developments (that 
Laxman was lying wounded and unconscious on the ground in his camp, and 
Hanuman was dispatched to bring an herb from the northern mountains to revive 
him)’. 

Being thus informed, Ravana went to the house of the demon named Kalnemi. 


(2) 


[Note—'It is to be noted here that Hanuman commits the same mistake which 
Laxman had committed earlier when he had gone to engage Meghanad in the battle- 
field, and it is that Hanuman did not pay his full respects to Lord Ram by bowing his 
head before the Lord, nor did he seek the Lord’s permission in express terms to 
proceed with the mission. 

The first error, of not bowing his head before the Lord, was however 
compensated and made excusable to a great extent because Hanuman had ‘invoked 
and enshrined the Lord’s holy feet in his heart at the time of departure’, a silent and 
subtle gesture that is equivalent to actually bowing the head before the Lord. 

The second error can also be excused because Hanuman has been expressly 
requested to bring the needed medicinal herb and charged with this mission. Lord’s 
permission was implied and implicit in this request; he was assigned this commission 
on an urgent basis, as there was no time left for observing formalities and courtesies. 

But the third error Hanuman made, of ‘speaking of his own abilities, his 
strength and skills’ before the Lord, on his face, and in the presence of all those who 
had gathered around, was tantamount to boasting about himself. So what happened? 
Soon Hanuman would learn a bitter lesson, that his wisdom and intelligence and 
abilities to see things clearly were not as great and refined and sharp as he seemed to 
believe—for, first he fell in a trap laid by one of the demons, named Kalnami, who 
was sent by Ravana to deceive Hanuman and block his way, and if possible, to kill 
him, because he could not see through the deception initially and was virtually caught 
by the demon, and on the second occasion a little while later Hanuman could not 
recognise the herb he was expected to bring to revive Laxman when he arrived at his 
destination in the northern mountains. These two failures were a sort of punishment 
for Hanuman, reminding him that whatever he had said about his stellar qualities and 
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unique abilities were only loud talk and bloated assumptions. Thus, Hanuman was 
reminded to be modest and show more humbleness the next time. We shall read about 
these two events shortly. 


*Ravana’s spies were updating him about the developments in the battle-field. They 
must have surely told him about Sushen being taken to the camp of Lord Ram to treat 
Laxman. It is remarkable that Ravana did not put Sushen in prison or to death when 
he was brought back by Hanuman. 

What may have been the reason of Ravana’s not punishing Sushen for 
reviving his enemy’s brother? 

Well, the answer is this: First, it is a sacrosanct duty and moral obligation of 
any doctor to save a person’s life, irrespective of whose life he saves; whether the 
patient is an enemy or a friend is immaterial in this moral obligation and fulfilment of 
a doctor’s duty. 

Secondly, Ravana too needed the services of an expert doctor; it was not in his 
interest to antagonise or irritate or offend Sushen, who was the best doctor in Lanka, 
at a crucial time when a fierce war was raging, and countless demon warriors too 
needed medical help from him. So no matter how much Ravana may have liked to 
wreak his vengeance upon Sushen, yet he decided in his wisdom to keep quiet for the 
time being and punish the doctor for treason or betrayal later on when calm returns 
and the war ends. 

Ravana approached Kalnemi because he judged in his mind that this demon 
was the only one in Lanka who would have the guts and the wherewithal to face 
Hanuman. Ravana abandoned his usual arrogance and ego by personally approaching 
Kalnemi and visiting him at his home, instead of summoning him to his palace. We 
have already seen that earlier Ravana had adopted the same method when he had 
personally approached another demon named Marich in order to carry out his plans to 
steal Sita. {Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line no. 7 that 
precedes Doha no. 23.} 

Ravana needed someone who can use the art of deception skilfully, as he 
intended to capture or kill Hanuman, or at least delay his journey to the northern 
mountains by blocking his way. Ravana, being a great king was expected to have a 
wide body of knowledge of virtually everything as kings usually are trained to have; 
so he had some basic knowledge of the science of herbal treatment, and he guessed 
that this herb must be administered to Laxman before day-break in order to be 
effective. So if he somehow managed to delay Hanuman and prevent him from 
bringing the herb by morning, then Laxman would not live. This fact is clearly hinted 
when we shall read a little later that Lord Ram lamented at the delay in Hanuman’s 
coming back because it was past midnight and dawn was fast approaching. {Apropos: 
Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 61.} 
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The ten-headed Ravana told Kalnemi the reason for his visit, learning which the latter 
became exceedingly alarmed and highly distraught, repeatedly beating his head in 
disgust and the doomed prospect of their race (by the recklessness of one single 
individual, Ravana, who stubbornly refused to see the consequences of his irrational, 
indefensible and senseless actions) . (3) 


Kalnemi sternly warned Ravana of the hazards he faced, and rebuked him in strong 
terms, saying: ‘He (Hanuman) had burnt the city right before you, while you were 
watching helplessly”; say then, who can successfully create a hurdle in his path and 
stop him? [To wit, who can stop this formidable person from progressing on his 
journey as you wish me to do?] (4) 


[Note—'In the story of the Ramayana we come across three such individuals whom 
Ravana approaches to seek help when he was in dire straits, and all the three have 
sternly rebuked him, saying that what he has chosen to do is totally unjustified and 
wrong, that yet there was time for him to make amends and prevent a catastrophe 
from befalling on the demon race, that he is making a grave error of judgement in 
thinking that Lord Ram was an ordinary human prince whom he can easily vanquish; 
and in all the three cases Ravana stubbornly refused to relent, threatening two with 
death, and putting the third in an embarrassing situation wherein if he refused to 
cooperate with Ravana and toe his line, then it would be tantamount to betrayal of 
one’s own family blood. 

The first such individual was the demon named Marich; Ravana had 
approached him in order to employ his skills at assuming any form that he wished to 
have to a deception with the help of which he would abduct Sita. Marich had most 
politely warned Ravana of the grave and fatal error he is committing in creating 
animosity with Lord Ram without any reason, and had also told him about his 
personal experience in this regard, forewarning him of the dire consequences of his 
recklessness. {Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, (i) Chaupai line no. 7 that 
precedes Doha no. 23; and (ii) Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 24—to 
Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 26.} 

The second instance is that of Kalnemi; we are reading it presently. He too 
advised Ravana in almost the same way as Marich had done, in no uncertain language 
that he is severely erring in creating animosity with Lord Ram who is no one else but 
the Supreme Lord himself in this form, and that he would do good to himself if he 
worshipped and adored the Lord instead. But again, Ravana bluntly refused, 
becoming aggressive and threatening Kalnemi with death. {Doha no. 56 along with 
Chaupai line nos. 4-8 directly herein below. } 

The third person whom Ravana approached for help was his own brother 
Kumbhakaran. He too was shocked and gravely lamented to learn what Ravana had 
done and what he planned to do, about his sinful act of bringing Sita as a captive and 
unnecessarily provoking a war with Lord Ram, strongly taking him to task and 
admonishing him for his mad actions, for his pervert nature and wrong decisions. But 
on realising that his elder brother Ravana is in no mood to listen, and if he refused to 
enter the fray on his behalf in the war against Lord Ram, then history would accuse 
him of being disloyal to the king and betraying his own brother, Kumbhakaran 
reluctantly decided to enter the battle-field. He also saw in this a rare chance of 
attaining deliverance for his soul, and helping it to find liberation from the cage-like 
body of a demon, which was sinful, evil and gross. Besides these benefits, 
Kumbhakaran saw another great reward: that he would have a wonderful opportunity 
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to see Lord Ram from very close quarters; it would be a rarest of rare privilege for 
him, because such a view is not available even to great sages, hermits and ascetics 
who spend their entire lives doing severe penances and great sacrifices and 
observance of vows just for a chance to have this divine glimpse even for a second. 
So therefore, instead of regretting, Kumbhakaran become joyous. We shall read about 
it shortly when we soon come to the third day of the war. {Apropos: Ram Charit 
Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 62—to Chaupai line 
no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 64.} 


?Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 
25—to Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 26. 

When Kalnemi came to know Ravana's intention, that the latter wanted him to 
obstruct Hanuman's way so that he fails to bring the herb to revive Laxman, Kalnemi 
became sore affright and saw death staring in his face. This is what he means here. He 
put Ravana in an embarrassing situation by asking this question: what was Ravana 
doing when Hanuman ran amok in the city and burnt it; couldn't Ravana himself stop 
him at that time? Why couldn't he ask Kalnemi at that time to stop Hanuman from 
having a free run in the city, burning it from street to street and house to house, if it 
was possible, and if Ravana thought that Kalnemi was capable of doing it? The 
prospects of stopping Hanuman were brighter then as compared to now, because at 
that time there was a whole army of demons to support Kalnemi if he was ordered to 
stop Hanuman, but now he has to do it all alone, prejudicing his own life and safety. 
This is nonsense and a virtual suicide. Ravana had no answer of course.] 
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bhaji raghupati karu hita apana. chamtahu natha mrsa jalpana. 5. 
nila kanja tanu sundara syama. hrdayam rakhu locanabhirama. 6. 
maim taim mora murhata tyagü. maha moha nisi sutata jagu. 7. 

kala byala kara bhacchaka jō'ī. sapanéhum samara ki jiti'a so'I. 8. 


[I sincerely advise you to—] Worship Lord Raghupati (Lord Ram) and pay your 
obeisance to him. To wit, by doing it you would ensure your own good and take care 
of your welfare. 

My lord; stop useless talk, and discard all forms of worthless boast and hollow 
bluster (for these will not serve you any good at all). (5) 


Instead of it (i.e. instead of wasting your time and energy in this futile pursuit), you 
ought to enshrine the beautiful image of the Lord that is dark complexioned like a 
blue-hued lotus flower in your heart. Verily indeed, in all sooth and without gainsay, 
this image of the Lord is so enchanting and beauteous that it bewitches the sight of its 
beholder and holds it in its thrall’. (6) 
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Discard your stupid idea that makes you differentiate between ‘I’, ‘You’, ‘Mine (and 
yours)’ etc’. 

Wake up from the night of ignorance that has created darkness around you, 
preventing you from seeing the truth and the reality. (7) 


He (i.e. Lord Ram) who can devour (bring to an end; conclude) even the serpent of 
Time (by bringing an end to the cycle of creation and destruction, known as Kaal)', 
say who can even imagine to conquer him in a war fought in a mortal world?" (8) 


[Note— After telling Ravana of the impracticability of stopping Hanuman, Kalnemi 
gave him some sincere advice regarding his wrong decision of opposing Lord Ram 
and creating hostility with him that reflected what others too had told him in this 
matter: such as his wife Mandodari, his younger brother Vibhishan, and Suka, his 
messenger sent behind Vibhishan to spy on him, and Marich, the demon who was 
forced by Ravana to become a deer with a golden hide. A little later in the story, 
Ravana's brother Kumbhakaran too says a similar thing. 

Refer:- (a) With respect to Mandodari—Ram Charit Manas, (1) Sundar Kand, 
Doha no. 36 along with Chaupai line nos. 5-10 that precede it; (ii) Lanka Kand, 
Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 7—to Doha no. 7; (iii) Chaupai line no. 6 
that precedes Doha no. 14—to Doha no. 15; and (iv) Doha no. 35-b—to Doha no. 37. 

(b) With respect to Vibhshan—Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, (i) Chaupai 
line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 38—to Doha no. 39; and (11) Doha no. 40 along with 
Chaupai line nos. 1-4 that precede it. 

(c) With respect to Suka—Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line nos. 
3-7 that precede Doha no. 57. 

(d) With respect to Marich—Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line 
no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 24—to Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 26. 

(e) With respect to Kumbhakaran—Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Doha no. 
62—to Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 63. 


^When Ravana had forced Marich to become a golden deer and sent to deceive Sita, 
he (Marich) too had enshrined this image of Lord Ram in his heart to derive solace in 
embracing death; Marich was very happy at the prospect of his seeing Lord Ram's 
captivating beauty from so close a quarter—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya 
Kand, Doha no. 26 along with Chanda line nos. 1-4 that precede it. 

A similar vision was invoked by Kumbhakaran when he had to go and fight 
Lord Ram, albeit most reluctantly; he had felt joyous that he will have a chance to see 
this enchanting image of the Lord from up so close. He minced no words in 
expressing his joy, and even asked Ravana to embrace him for giving him this chance 
of enjoying this view and attaining salvation for his soul—apropos: Ram Charit 
Manas, Lanka Kand, Doha no. 63 along with Chaupai line nos. 7-8 that precede it. 


*Kalnemi tells Ravana about the basic principle of metaphysics and spirituality: that 
the true identity of all living beings is their Atma, their soul, which is pure 
consciousness, an entity that is subtle, invisible, eternal, universal and holy, and 
which is the same in all creatures irrespective of whatever external form they might 
have. To wit, the physical gross body that the world sees and recognises as an 
individual person is not that individual's ‘true self’; it is his Atma resides in this body. 
Whereas the physical body has its limitations and is specific to an individual, the 
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Atma is not subjected to any such limitations; it is not butted and bounded by lines 
and physical boundaries. 

Hence, who is an enemy of whom; what is the difference between ‘him’ and 
‘me’ and ‘you’; none whatever—because the Atma is the same in all. 

So therefore, how come Lord Ram is Ravana’s enemy; how and why the 
former should become the latter’s enemy. Why does Ravana think that way; what is 
the cause of the animosity and its resultant war? None of course. 

Truly then if Ravana thinks this way, then he is definitely under the influence 
of darkness caused by ignorance of the facts. 


“The eternal coil of Time that represents a ‘serpent’ because of its fatal nature and 
coiled structure that continuously wounds and un-wounds like the spring in a clock 
that keeps the clock’s hands moving, and which keeps the creature rotating in a 
continuous cycle of birth and death, even this otherwise in-conquerable and un- 
stoppable movement of Time can be stopped when the Supreme Being decides so; 
when he decides to bring to an end one cycle of creation and destruction, Time would 
come to a standstill. 

The actual words used in this verse are “kala, byala, bhacchaka". ‘Kaal’ also 
means ‘death’; or the god who presides over death. Since no one is immune to death, 
it is likened to a poisonous ‘serpent’ or the *byala' that kills for sure when it bites. 

Meanwhile, Lord Vishnu, the primary form of Lord Ram, has Garud, the 
celestial Eagle, as his mount, and this Garud has a special ability that it can easily 
devour serpents. 

So in this verse it is said that Lord Ram can, if he so wishes, bring an end to 
Kaal, the god of death who kills all others, too, just like the Lord's mount known as 
Garud can kill and devour all sorts of serpents, who themselves can kill all those they 
bite. This being the case, can anyone be so powerful and strong that he would 
overcome Lord Ram, the killer of Death-God himself? The obvious answer is: No, 
there is no one who can do it. 


?^An almost similar declaration was made by others such as Mandodari, Marich, Suka, 
Kumbhakran on different occasions. 

Refer for instance: Ram Charit Manas, (1) Aranya Kand, Chaupai line no. 4 
that precedes Doha no. 25 (by Marich); (ii) Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that 
precedes Doha no. 39 (Vibhishan); (iii) Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 9 that precedes 
Doha no. 6 (Mandodari); (iv) Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 63 
(Kumbhakaran).] 
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When the ten-necked Ravana (dasakantha) heard what Kalnemi had to say, he 
became wroth with exceeding wrath. 
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Observing Ravana’s angry reaction and fearing for his life, Kalnemi thought to 
himself that if he has to die then why should it be an ignominious death at the hands 
of this pervert fellow who is burdened with sins and vices (that would make his soul 
go to hell); why should it not be an exalted death at the hands of a messenger of Lord 
Ram (that would ensure that his soul goes to heaven)'. (Doha no. 56) 


[Note—'Why dying at the hands of Lord Ram’s messenger Hanuman, who was also 
the Lord’s great devotee, so much preferred by Kalnemi? It is because such a death 
would bless his soul with beatitude and felicity which is equivalent to dying directly 
at the hands of the Lord himself. 

The greatness of Hanuman, Lord Ram’s devotee and messenger, is explicitly 
endorsed in Ram Charit Manas by those who met him personally, albeit under 
different situations. For instance we read in (i) Sundar Kand, Doha no. 4 alone with 
Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes it about the declaration made by Lankini; (ii) then 
again in Sundar Kand, Chaupai line nos. 4-5 that precede Doha no. 7 about the 
declaration made by Vibhishan; and (iii) finally in Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 
that precedes Doha no. 58 about the declaration made by the alligator who found its 
deliverance when he was killed by Hanuman. All endorse this view—that one is very 
fortunate to meet Lord Ram’s devotee and messenger. 

We read earlier that Marich too had thought in a similar fashion when he was 
forced by Ravana to assume the form of a deer with a golden hide so that Sita could 
be abducted—that it would be better not to die at the hands of Ravana who was home 
to all sins and vices. {Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line no. 5 that 
precedes Doha no. 26.} 

The only difference between Marich and Kalnemi is the circumstance of their 
death, for while Marich was slayed by Lord Ram himself (apropos: Aranya Kand, 
Chaupai line no. 14 that precedes Doha no. 27), Kalnemi is now slayed by the Lord’s 
favourite devotee named Hanuman (apropos: Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 5-6 that 
precede Doha no. 58).] 
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asa kahi cala racisi maga maya. sara mandira bara baga banaya. 1. 
marutasuta dékha subha asrama. munihi büjhi jala piyaurn ja'i $rama. 2. 


Saying this to himself (as said in Doha no. 55 herein above), Kalnemi went to 
intercept Hanuman. Somewhere on the way, he (Kalnemi) used his crafty ability to 
create deceit and illusions to generate an impression of the presence of a fresh water 
pond, with a shrine on its bank that was surrounded by a lush garden. (1) 


When the son of the wind god (*marutasuta"'; Hanuman) saw this scene, he thought 
that it was the hermitage of a sage’; so he decided to go there to drink some fresh 
water to refresh himself and feel relaxed (i.e. overcome his tiredness of the long 
journey)’. (2) 
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[Note—'The use of the word “marutasuta”, the ‘son of the wind god’, for Hanuman 
is intentional here to indicate that he was going on his way the way ‘wind goes’, i.e. 
by the path of the sky, by flying over land, the way wind travels from one point to 
another. 

Hanuman had to cover an enormous distance from Lanka to the northern 
mountains and then come back with the required herb, all within a short span of time, 
during the night itself, and before daybreak the next day. So, the path of the sky, in a 
straight line like the bird flies, would not only be the shortest distance to be covered 
but it would also circumvent all obstacles that would naturally be encountered if he 
had gone by the land route. To wit, the flight path through the path of the sky would 
be free of all hindrances, and would make it possible to come back with the herb as 
quickly as possible. 

Therefore it follows that Hanuman observed a beautiful garden with a pond 
and a shrine on the land below while he was cruising rapidly northwards in the sky. 
Remember: It was night time, so how did Hanuman see this hermitage? Surely there 
was some light burning in it that attracted his attention. Hence it follows that Kalnemi 
had played his trick to perfection; he took care to light a fire in the form of a small 
bonfire usually made in hermitages lying deep inside forests to ward off wild animals, 
or a fire-sacrifice pit where the remains of the fire lit during a religious ritual of the 
day was still burning. 


^Another interesting point is this: In verse no. 1 herein above, it is merely said that 
“Kalnemi generated an impression of the presence of a pond, a shrine, and a 
surrounding garden", whereas in the present verse no. 2 it is said that “Hanuman saw 
a hermitage". 

It clearly means that Kalnemi chose a place where a pond with an old shrine 
and a little garden already existed; what he actually did was to disguise himself as a 
hermit and went there to occupy it as its inhabitant. Then he quickly made 
arrangements for a fire so that its light would attract Hanuman's attention as he passed 
overhead. The result of Kalnemi's efforts was that the ancient place, which was 
probably un-inhabited and abandoned long ago, looked like a complete hermitage 
lived in by a lonely sage or a group of sages. 

The next pertinent question that arises is this: Where was this artificial 
hermitage approximately located? The present verse clearly states that Hanuman 
decided to “visit the hermitage in order to refresh himself by drinking water that 
would also help him overcome his tiredness and fatigue of the journey". It implies 
that he had been flying a very long distance till he reached the hermitage created by 
Kalnemi. 

Surely some time must have passed between Hanuman's departure from 
Lanka and the spot where he saw the hermitage— because, first, sometime must have 
passed while Ravana went to Kalnemi and persuaded the latter to go an intercept 
Hanuman, then secondly, more time must have elapsed while Kalnemi first planned 
what to do, and then actually carry out the cunning device that he had devised to trap 
Hanuman. All the while Hanuman was making rapid progress northwards towards his 
destination through the sky. Hence, by the time Kalnemi gave finishing touches to his 
deceit, Hanuman must have travelled quite a long distance from the shores of the 
southern ocean where Lanka was situated, making him "tired and thirsty", and 
longing for some fresh water for refreshment and the need for some quick relaxation. 

Kalnemi needed time, and during this time Hanuman was constantly flying to 
his destination in the northern mountains, nearing them as fast as he could fly, and by 
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the passage of each hour he was feeling more and more tired. So it follows that this 
artificial hermitage was somewhere close to Hanuman’s destination in the north of the 
plains, some place close to the mountains in the north. 

It is said in Anand Ramayan, Sarkand, Canto 11, verse nos. 46-47 that: “When 
asked by Ravana to go and intercept Hanuman, Kalnemi went and created a deception 
of a hermitage at a place near the Himwan Mountain, or the snow-covered Mountains 
in the northern Himalayas. This particular mountain where the herb was to be found 
was known as Mandrachal. Near this place Kalnemi created a false hermitage, and 
disguising himself as a senior sage who had a number of disciples, he sat down (to 
wait for Hanuman).” 

Kalnemi also preferred a spot far away from Lanka and very near Hanuman’s 
destination for three reasons: 

First, because he decided that by this time Hanuman would be physically worn 
out by the exertion of the long journey, and would therefore need some water to drink 
to quench his thirst, and a place to relax a bit to recover his energy. 

Secondly, with the destination in sight and being very near to it, Hanuman 
would think that sparing a few minutes to refresh himself and relax a wee whit to 
recover his energy would not affect or hinder his mission in any tangible way; rather 
it would be helpful to him because he has to carry a load in the form of the herb on his 
return journey. So the chances would be good of his falling in the trap easily. 

And thirdly, it would be easier for Kalnemi to subdue Hanuman because the 
latter would be sufficiently fatigued out and lacking in energy by this time to put up a 
vigorous resistance to Kalnemi should the necessity arose for a fierce battle between 
the two. Kalnemi was weary of facing Hanuman when the latter was in his prime 
form. 

{The episode of Kalnemi, his deceit, and his subsequent slaying by Hanuman, 
has been narrated in Anand Ramayan, Sarkand, Canto 11, verse nos. 46-5975 .} 

This location of Kalnemi’s artificial hermitage being close to the northern 
mountains is also indirectly indicated in the verses herein below, because we read that 
soon after the events associated with Kalnemi, Hanuman had reached the mountain 
containing the required herb, and the gap of time between the two events seems to be 
apparently very small—apropos: Chaupai line nos. 6-7 that precede Doha no. 58 
herein below. 


*Another very interesting observation is to be made here. Hanuman goes against his 
own declaration made earlier to Mainak that “he is determined not to rest till Lord 
Ram’s work was done” (apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Doha no. 1). But 
now he wishes to “refresh himself by taking a break and drinking water in the pond”! 
So why was he overcome with thirst and weariness this time, while all through the 
battle, and the burning of Lanka earlier, he had never felt either thirsty or the need to 
take rest to recover his energy? 

The answer is this: He committed the same mistake that Laxman had 
committed which resulted in his suffering from fainting when hit by Meghanad, and 
this mistake was: Hanuman did not pay his obeisance properly to Lord Ram by 
bowing his head and seeking the Lord’s express blessings for success in the enterprise 
at the time of departure from Lanka to bring the herb. This is clear when we closely 
examine Doha no. 55 and Chaupai line no. 1 that follows it, as well as the note 
appended to them in the case of Hanuman. In the case of Laxman, it is Doha no. 52 
with the notes appended to it. 
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To wit, all successes that Hanuman, Laxman and the rest attained were the 
result of Lord Ram’s grace and blessings upon them, and not due to their own 
abilities. 

The irony of the matter is this that Hanuman ‘bows his head to Kalnemi who 
was disguised as a hermit or a sag’ as find in the next verse. It implies that Hanuman’s 
legendary ability to perceive the truth behind the veil of deception was also 
compromised. And this is also proved by the fact that he could not decide which herb 
was needed when he saw the mountain on which the herbs grew (apropos: Chaupai 
line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 58). 

The simple lesson that is learnt from these episodes is that one must first and 
foremost pay one’s obeisance to the Lord God, invoke his grace and pray for his 
blessings before embarking on any enterprise, small or big, and never to think that one 
would succeed in anything because one has the ability or the skill or the knowledge or 
the wherewithal needed for success. ] 
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racchasa kapata bésa taham’ soha. mayapati dütahi caha moha. 3. 
ja'i pavanasuta naya'u matha. lāga so kahai rama guna gatha. 4. 


The demon (Kalnemi) was present there in the hermitage in a fictitious form of a 
hermit or a sage. He was trying to deceive the messenger of the Lord who is the 
master of all tricks and deceptions (i.e. Lord Ram, the Supreme Being)! (3) 


The son of the wind god (Hanuman) went to him and bowed his head’. Seeing him, 
the hermit (i.e. Kalnemi) started praising Lord Ram and his glories”. (4) 


[Note—'Why did Hanuman bow his head before this false hermit or sage? It is 
because this physical form, that of a learned sage, a hermit, a seer, an ascetic, or a 
saint, is deemed to be so holy and worthy of respect that it invites involuntary and 
automatic respect and reverence from the beholder. 

We have read earlier a similar kind of thing happening when the great king 
named Pratapbhanu was also cheated by his enemy who was disguised as a hermit; 
this crooked fellow was previously defeated in a battle by the king, and he had 
decided to assume the form of a hermit to escape detection till he waited for his time 
to take revenge upon the king. {Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line 
nos. 1-8 that precede Doha no. 158; and Chaupai line nos. 2-8 that precede Doha no. 
170. 


*Kalnemi thought that if he praised Lord Ram then he will easily gain Hanuman’s 
confidence. This ploy served him a dual purpose: first it would help him disarm 
Hanuman’s suspicion of him, and second, it will also give him an opportunity to 
purify his inner self and prepare for the deliverance of his soul by making some last 
minute gestures of repentance for his past sinful life as a demon in the service of 
Ravana, by singing the glories of Lord Ram, which a true ‘demon’ would never do. 

It was this singing of Lord Ram’s glories now, and his uttering the Lord’s holy 
name at the time of his death at the hands of Hanuman a little later, that Kalnemi 
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attained emancipation and salvation for himself; even Hanuman lavishly praised 
Kalnemi for uttering the Lord’s holy name at the time of his death—apropos: Ram 
Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 58 herein 
below. 

It is to be noted that Kalnemi began to praise Lord Ram immediately after 
Hanuman bowed before him, even before Hanuman introduced himself to him or said 
anything about himself or his journey. This is the normal practice with saintly persons 
and devotees of the Lord—that they greet their guests and welcome their visitors by 
uttering the name of the Lord and saying his grace, or saying something else in the 
Lord’s honour. | 
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hota maha rana ravana ramahim. jitihahim rama na sansaya ya mahim. 5. 
iham bha'em maim dekha'um bhā'. gyana drsti bala mohi adhika". 6. 


Kalnemi said, ‘A great war is underway between Ravana and Lord Ram!. Well, there 
is no doubt in the fact that Lord Ram will win in it’. (5) 


I have a divine vision that I have acquired on the strength of my gnosis, the special 
empowerment that comes to me by my spiritual practices that have granted me self- 
realisation and enlightenment; it entitles and enables me to see things not physically 
visible to others, things that occurred in the past, are underway in the present, and 
would eventually happen in the future’. (6) 


[Note— How did Kalnemi know that a fierce war was raging between Ravana and 
Lord Ram? Answer: Ravana himself had briefed him about it—apropos: Ram Charit 
Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-2 that precede Doha no. 56 herein above. 


^A similar prediction was made by Trijata, the pious female demon appointed by 
Ravana to guard Sita—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Doha no. 99 along 
with Chaupai line nos. 12-13 and Chanda line nos. 1-4 that precede this Doha. 

Even at the beginning of the war, when during the initial wave of attack by the 
Lord's army the demons had violently repulsed it, and it seemed that all was lost, the 
reader is assured by the narrator of the Story, i.e. Lord Shiva, that ultimately the 
monkey and bears would emerge victorious—Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, 
Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 43. 


^A similar boastful claim was made by another crooked person who had disguised 
himself as a hermit to cheat his adversary. It was a king who had been defeated by 
another great king named Pratapbhanu. The defeated king assumed the form of a 
hermit and lived in a hermitage in the forest, bidding his time to take revenge on 
Pratapbhanu. As destiny would have it, one day Pratapbhanu landed at his hermitage 
when he got lost in a hunting expedition. The impostor hermit had also made similar 
boastful claims of possessing exceptional spiritual powers as done by Kalnemi here, 
and he finally managed to trap the innocent king in his crooked design to manoeuvre 
things in such a way that finally Pratpabhanu was cursed by angry Brahmins to 
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become a demon. It was Pratapbhanu who became Ravana in his next birth. For the 
purpose of our note, refer to: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, (i) Doha no. 162 along 
with Chaupai line nos. 1-7 that follow it; (ii) Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha 
no. 164; and (iii) Chaupai line nos. 1-2 that precede Doha no. 168—all of which 
indicate that that crooked hermit had made similar claims of possessing some special 
powers others don’t have like Kalnemi does here. 


A question arises here: Was not Kalnemi committing treason and betrayal; was he not 
being disloyal and unfaithful to his own lord Ravana by predicting that the war would 
be won by his enemy? Well, Kalnemi’s internal thoughts are abundantly clear when 
he had expressly told Ravana on his face that what he plans to do is wrong, that he 
should abandon all hostility with Lord Ram and worship him instead, and that no one 
can succeed by opposing the Lord—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, 
Chaupai line nos. 3-8 that precede Doha no. 56. 

So therefore, Kalnemi was not saying something that was new; he had always 
believed that Lord Ram would win as is evident from his interview with Ravana. 

He had rather protected his lord Ravana’s identity by saying that he knew 
about the war out of his own spiritual abilities. This lie served two objectives: first, it 
prevented Hanuman from directly knowing that he was a demon sent by Ravana to 
kill him, and second, it helped Kalnemi to convince Hanuman about his being a holy 
man so that the latter would easily fall in the trap laid out by former. 

Thus, Kalnemi was duly fulfilling his duty to his lord Ravana; he was neither 
committing treason nor being disloyal to his master Ravana or the demon race. 

How did Kalnemi planned to kill Hanuman? He wanted to poison him by 
making him drink poisoned water. It will be clear in the next verse below. ] 
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Hanuman asked for some water to drink (as it was the main reason why he had come 
to this hermitage in the first place), at which request Kalnemi gave him a water-pot 
called a Kamandal (which is normally kept by all hermits)’. 

The Kapi (Hanuman; literally the ‘monkey’) said that a little water would not 
satisfy him (for he felt very thirsty and needed some larger source of water not only to 
quench his thirst but also that he could sprinkle some water on his body to wash and 
feel relaxed). (7) 


Kalnemi replied, ‘There is a pond in the yonder. Go there and wash yourself; then 
come here at the earliest so that I can bless you with Gyan (gnosis; some form of 
spiritual knowledge) after doing some formal rituals to prepare you for that purpose 
that would make you eligible to receive this great knowledge’. (8) 


[Note—'It is very much evident what Kalnemi’s intention was: he had come to get rid 
of Hanuman, and not to help him in any way. So obviously, the water-pot contained 
poisoned water. 
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Hanuman was on Lord Ram’s mission; so he had the invisible shield of the 
Lord’s protection. Say, how can any harm come to someone who is an ardent devotee 
of Lord Ram? The lesson we learn from this episode is that if we put ourselves in the 
Lord’s charge, then even if we do not expressly ask the Lord for protection, the Lord 
would do it on his own; the Lord would never let his devotee come to harm as he 
always takes care of the latter’s welfare. 


*Kalnemi found to his dismay that his planning was about to crumble; he feared that 
after drinking water and refreshing himself, Hanuman would proceed on his way. 
Kalnemi thought quickly how to prevent this from happening; so he threw a bait of 
granting knowledge. How stupid it was for Kalnemi to think of this device; Hanuman 
had not asked for any spiritual knowledge or for being initiated. Kalnemi was in such 
a hurry that he did not even think that this offer, without it being sought, must surely 
ring an alarm bell in Hanuman’s mind. 

Hanuman too was so overcome with anxiety about the job to be done, that of 
searching the herb and taking it back to Lanka within the stipulated time, that this 
unusual offer of Kalnemi could not rouse any suspicion of foul play in his mind. 

This also shows that the pond was not poisoned—for otherwise there was no 
question of Kalnemi asking Hanuman to come back for knowledge. Rather, he would 
have wished to escape forthwith from the spot in order to avoid the risk of incurring 
Hanuman’s wrath in case he had become suspicious of this hermit and just tasted the 
water of the pond, and did not gulp it down in sufficient quantity to have any fatal 
effect. Then it was certain that Hanuman would come back and trash Kalnemi’s light 
out of him. 

Another proof of the pond not being poisoned is that an alligator, who was a 
cursed Apsara, a heavenly damsel, whom Hanuman would soon kill and grant 
freedom from the curse, lived in the same pond. Had it been poisoned, this Apsara 
would have died first. | 
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When the Kapi (i.e. Hanuman) entered the pond (to drink water, and to wash and 
refresh himself), a deadly alligator, that lived in it, immediately caught hold of his 
legs. 

Hanuman instantly slayed the attacker! who left its mortal gross body to revert 
back to its original form that looked divine. In this ethereal form, its soul mounted an 
aerial vehicle and ascended to the sky (to go to heaven). (Doha no. 57) 


[Note—'Hanuman went inside the water of the pond and closed his eyes to wash his 
face and drink water. At that moment the alligator caught hold of his one leg and tried 
to drag him inside the pone. Hanuman grabbed the attacker and ripped apart its 
mouth. (Refer: (1) Anand Ramayan, Sarkand, Canto 11, verse nos. 54-55; (ii) 
Adhyatma Ramayan, Lanka/Yudha Kand, Canto 7, verse nos. 21-23.} 
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Who was this alligator? An Apsara, who is a beautiful damsel who lives in 
heaven, usually as a heavenly courtesan in the court of Indra, the king of gods, named 
'Dhaanya-Maali' was cursed to become an alligator. After Hanuman liberated her 
from this curse by slaying her form as an alligator, she resumed her original heavenly 
form and went back to her place. {Refer: (i) Anand Ramayan, Sarkand, Canto 11, 
verse no. 57; and (ii) Adhyatma Ramayan, Lanka/Yudha Kand, Canto 7, verse nos. 
24-25.) 

In the following verses we read that this Apsara, who was in the cursed form 
of an alligator, tells Hanuman why she became so, and also alerts him about the 
reality of the hermit living in the hermitage, that he was actually a fierce demon 
contriving ways to kill him at the behest of Ravana.] 
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Assuming a divine form, the alligator's soul spoke to Hanuman from the sky, ‘Oh 
Kapi! I have been cleansed of the negative effects of my sins by the good 
circumstance of having had the good fortune of seeing you. 

My dear (tata)! As a reward of meeting you, I have now been absolved of the 
consequences of the curse cast upon me by a learned sage in some past time’. (1) 


Be warned that this fellow (who has sent you to this pond) is not a hermit as you think 
him to be; on the contrary, he is a fierce demon. Oh Kapi, have faith in my words; I 
am telling you the truth.” (2) 


[Note— Why was the Apsara cursed to become an alligator, and what was her name? 

The answer is this: Though seeming to be incredulous because what happened 
does not behove good for the character of a so-called spiritual man, but the story goes 
that one sage, whose name is not disclosed by her, asked her for sexual favour, which 
the Apsara refused. This enraged the sage who cursed her to become an alligator; but 
soon realising that she was being unjustly punished for no fault of hers, the sage 
blessed her that some time in the future Hanuman would free her from this curse 
while he would be on his way to the northern mountains on Lord Ram's errand, and 
then she would resume her original form and go back to heaven. The name of this 
Apsara was ‘Dhanya-Mali’. (Refer: Anand Ramayan, Sarkand, Canto 11, verse nos. 
56-57.} 


^What would make Hanuman believe in the truthfulness of the words of this ethereal 
form that emerged from the dead gross body of the alligator he had just killed? The 
very fact that the Apsara emerged in this ethereal body which had a divine aura 
around it, and the fact that she boarded a plane coming to fetch her to heaven, left no 
doubt in the mind of Hanuman that she was not a demon at least, for otherwise this 
remarkable heavenly form would not have appeared before him and neither would a 
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plane come to fetch a sinful dead demon to take him to heaven, for sinful souls are 
destined to hell and not to heaven. 

He had made one major mistake, of not being able to see through the deceit of 
Kalnemi and falling a prey to his sweet words, and now he should not make a second 
mistake, and definitely a fatal one, of not heeding an alert given to him. 

The transmuting of an alligator into an Apsara jolted Hanuman and roused him 
from his stupor which was caused perhaps in part by the fatigue incurred by the stress 
of the long-haul journey from Lanka, and also due to the accompanying anxiety and 
worry concerning the success of the mission of finding the right herb, and then taking 
it back to Laxman in the allotted time. ] 
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When the Apsara went on her way after alerting Hanuman, he went near the demon 
(disguised as a hermit). (3) 


The Kapi told him that he wished to make his offerings and pay his obeisance to him 
first, and after that he would accept the Mantra (spiritual initiation) that he (the false 
hermit) wished to grant him’. (4) 


[Note—'The usual procedure for such initiation is that first the spiritual teacher, a 
Guru, gives a Mantra, a blessed spiritual formula, to his disciple, and then the latter 
offers his offerings to the former as a tribute. But Hanuman turns the table around full 
circle; he offers to pay his dues first and then accept the blessing. 

Hanuman was responding to Kalnemi’s advise that he should go to the pond 
and come back to accept the initiation—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, 
Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 57. 

Hanuman did not wish to give Kalnemi a chance to either escape or play some 
other dirty trick; so he acted swiftly, without wasting a moment as is evident in the 
next verse. | 
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Hanuman wrapped his long tail around Kalnemi's neck, tightened the grip like a 
hangman's noose, lifted his victim off his seat, and then dashed him violently on the 
ground, causing his instant death. 

At the time of his death, Kalnemi reverted back to his original form (of a 
demon). (5) 
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He (Kalnemi) uttered the holy name of Lord Ram repeatedly while his soul left his 
mortal gross body of a demon'. 

When Hanuman heard it, he felt very glad internally in his Mana (heart and 
mind; inner-self)". After that he resumed his journey and moved ahead (in search of 
the required herb). (6) 


[Note—'Upon close examination of the story of the Ramayan we discover that there 
were a few more souls who had remembered or uttered or invoked Lord Ram’s holy 
name at the time of their death, and each one of them got their due spiritual reward 
irrespective of the physical form of the body their soul had assumed while living in 
this mortal world. It is because the holy name of Lord Ram is called the *Tarak 
Mantra’, i.e. it is a divine spiritual formula which when used would invariably have 
its effect, which is to grant liberation, deliverance, emancipation and salvation to the 
soul of the dying creature; it bestows beatitude and felicity and eternal bliss to the 
person, no matter who he or she is, or what sort of body the concerned creature 
possesses in this mortal world. (Refer: Ram Uttar Tapini Upanishad, Canto 2, verse 
no. 1; Canto 4, verse no. 7; and Canto 6, verse nos. 1-29. It tells us that Lord Ram's 
holy and divine name *Ram" is a Tarak Mantra, a spiritual formula empowered to 
deliver the soul of a creature and grant it emancipation and salvation which bestows 
eternal beatitude and felicity.) 

The first instance is of course that of king Dasrath; he had uttered Lord Ram's 
name at the time of his death which was brought about by the deep grief from which 
Dasrath suffered at the separation of his beloved son Ram. The reward was that 
Dasrath went to the abode of the Gods in heaven. (Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, 
Ayodhya Kand, Doha no. 155.} 

The demon Marich, who was compelled by Ravana to assume the form of a 
deer with a golden hide to that Sita could be stolen, had uttered Lord Ram's holy 
name and remembered the Lord’s grace and blessings at the time of his death; he was 
granted an exalted destination that is difficult even for great sages to attain. {Apropos: 
Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 16-17 that precede Doha no. 27.} 

The next example is that of Khar and Dushan along with their army of demons 
who had attacked Lord Ram in the forest at the behest of Supernakha. These demon 
warriors had uttered the Lord's holy name “Ram-Ram” at the time of their death, and 
every one of them attained emancipation and salvation. {Apropos: Ram Charit 
Manas, Aranya Kand, Doha no. 20-a.} 

Then we come to the unique case of the vulture king named Jatau. He had laid 
down his life in an attempt to save Sita while she was being taken away by Ravana. 
Jatau’s case is unique in the whole of the Ramayan as Lord Ram performed his last 
rites himself as he would done for his own father, thereby granting the vulture a rare 
honour and privilege that was denied even to Dasrath. Jatau too had invoked Lord 
Ram’s holy name during the last moments of his life, entitling his soul to attain an 
exalted destination of eternal beatitude and felicity. {Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, 
Aranya Kand, Chaupai line no. 10 that precedes Doha no. 31; and Doha no. 32.} 

A similar destination of the soul was obtained by Sabari, the old tribal woman 
whose last rites too were performed by Lord Ram even as she burnt her mortal body 
in a fire lit for the purpose, repeating Lord Ram’s holy name, invoking his grace, and 
enshrining the Lord’s divine form in her heart. {Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya 
Kand, Doha no. 36 along with Chanda line nos. 1-4 that precede it.} 
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The next example is that of Baali, the king of Kishkindha and the father of 
Angad, the monkey prince. Baali too had fixed his mind on the holy lotus-like feet of 
Lord Ram at the time of his death, and was rewarded with heaven as his destination. 
{Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Kishindha Kand, Doha no. 10.} 

As we move along with the telling of this magnificent and enthralling Story, 
we shall see by-and-by that Kumbhakaran and the much reviled Ravana too were 
exceptionally fortunate like no one else was in the whole story, in as much as their 
soul had emerged from their bodies and entered directly into the holy body of Lord 
Ram in the form of a blazing shaft of splendorous energy; it was a visible proof of the 
fact that the destination of the soul has nothing to do with the body in which it has 
lived in this world as long at the soul has a burning and sincere desire to repent for its 
past sins and seek emancipation and salvation for its self. The way the soul of these 
two great demon warriors entered the body of Lord Ram was a vivid example of the 
merger of the creature’s ‘individual soul’ with the ‘universal supreme Soul of 
creation’ represented by Lord Ram if the creature has an honest internal desire for this 
fate for himself, no matter what he pretends to be on the outside. {Apropos: Ram 
Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, (1) Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 71 in case of 
Kumbhakaran; and (11) Chaupai line no. 9 that precedes Doha no. 103 in case of 
Ravana.} 

This establishes another important point: Lord Ram never distinguished 
between two individuals based on the sort of the physical body they have; Dasrath 
was his worldly father; Jatau was a vulture; Sabari was an out-caste tribal woman; 
Baali was a monkey by body; the rest of them, such as Marich, Khar, Dushan, 
Kalnemi, Kumbhakaran and Ravana, were all demons. What the Lord sees is the 
purity of the creature’s soul, and the earnestness of his desire to attain him, to repent 
for his sins and past evil deeds in order to get liberation and deliverance from his 
present body, as well as a wish to attain emancipation and salvation for his soul that 
would grant him eternal bliss, beatitude and felicity—and all this must be sincere and 
without deceit, conceit and pretensions. 


^«Hanuman felt glad when he heard Kalnemi utter Lord Ram's name”—why? 
Remember: Hanuman was a great devotee of Lord Ram; he himself constantly and 
consistently kept on muttering the Lord's holy name, and kept his mind and heart 
focused on the remembrance of the Lord. He had no personal grudge against or any 
animosity with Kalnemi, as a true devotee of Lord Ram ought not to have. He slayed 
Kalnemi only because the latter was trying to cheat him and obstruct him in his 
mission to fulfil the Lord’s mandate, which was not acceptable. 

So Hanuman felt elated that at last Kalnemi’s soul would find deliverance; he 
felt happy that he became an instrument in providing liberation to one more soul 
which had become trapped in the evil body of a demon; he felt comforted that he had 
heard another creature utter his beloved Lord Ram’s name, bringing him within the 
circle of the Lord’s devotees. Hanuman also rejoiced that history would not accuse 
him for killing a hermit, but rather would praise him for providing emancipation and 
salvation to a creature who was suffering in a mortal, gross, and evil body of a demon. 

Kalnemi’s death was a matter of celebration for Hanuman for another reason 
also: it subtly made him realise about the invisible protection that he had of Lord Ram 
who ensures, constantly, consistenly and invariably, that no harm comes to Hanuman 
from any quarter, even if he makes an inadvertent slip here and there in life. What a 
great assurance indeed for a creature; who is a more benevolent and gracious Lord 
than Lord Ram indeed is! | 
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When Hanuman saw the mountain, he could not recognize the needed medicinal herb. 
So (deciding not to waste any time) he immediately, and swiftly, lifted the mountain 
by uprooting it from the ground’. (7) 


Holding the mountain aloft on his hand, he cruised through the night sky as fast as he 
could. 
On his way back, the Kapi passed over the city of Ayodhya’. (8) 


[Note— As has been noted earlier in a note to Doha no. 55, the mountain where the 
required herb was located was called *Dronachal'. It was situated in the upper reaches 
of the mighty Himalayan range on the north of the Indian land mass, between Mt. 
Kailash and a mountain that had a golden hue. (Reference: (a) Valmiki's Ramayan, 
Uddha Kand (Lanka Kand), canto 74, verse nos. 29-30; and (b) Anand Ramayan, 
Sarkand, Canto 11, verse no. 46.) 

Now we learn here that unable to descry the correct herb from the countless 
similar herbs growing on the mountain's side, Hanuman decided to lift the whole 
mountain, which was, in all probability, a huge hill large enough to be called a 
‘mountain’, and take it to Lanka in order not to waste any time in searching for the 
needed herb, and also to avoid the risk of picking up the wrong one by an error of 
judgment, which would not only be fatal for Laxman but would also mean complete 
failure of his own effort. 

The interesting point to note here is this: We read that the monkeys and bears 
were using huge rocks and boulders as their missiles by which they attacked the 
demon warriors during the course of the war. The answer to the question ‘from where 
did they get so many rocks and boulders’ is found here—they used this mountain 
brought by Hanuman as a source for their crude forms of attack weapons, such as 
rocks and boulders and stones of all shapes and sizes, in the battle-field of Lanka. 

Meanwhile, why couldn’t Hanuman see and recognise the necessary herb? 
One answer is that in the darkness of the night all of them looked alike. There was not 
one or two or twenty herbs, but countless numbers of them, and all grew closely in 
large clusters all along the side of the mountain. In peaceful times one would have the 
patience to carefully examine which herbal plant he needed, but in this case it was an 
emergency of life and death, time was quickly running out, and a great distance was 
to be travelled on the way back to Lanka. All these factors played out simultaneously 
in Hanuman’s mind; so there was no time for him to demure and examine each herb 
and plant like a scholar doing research work for his university thesis. He had to be 
quick and determined in his decision. 

The other reason is that from a distance these herbal plants appeared to glow 
like a glow-worm, but when Hanuman came closer, this light disappeared. {Refer: 
Valmiki’s Ramayana, Lanka Kand, Canto 74, verse no. 64.} 
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To better understand this phenomenon, we can take the example of the moon’s 
disc in the sky. From a great distance, from the surface of the earth, the moon appears 
to shine with a silvery glow, but upon getting closer and landing on its surface it is as 
ordinary, as full of potholes, as strewn with rocks, and has a landscape that is as 
wildly naked and foreboding as any other celestial body in the earth’s neighbourhood. 
To wit, the moon shines only from a distance; up close it has a dark body consisting 
nothing but soil and rock. 

So was the case with these herbs. From a distance they seemed to glow with a 
vague diffused light, but when looked closer they were like ordinary plants. This glow 
might have been caused by some natural trace element present in them; or probably it 
was caused by reflection of the refracted light falling upon them from the surrounding 
snow-clad mountain peaks, or some kind of reflection from heavenly lights 
resembling the Northern Lights that are seen in the sky near the arctic circle up in the 
northern hemisphere. But by the time Hanuman approached the plants, this reflection 
vanished. 

Actually Hanuman was directed towards the mountain with the help of the 
diffused light on its side as he saw it from the sky, for it acted as a beacon for him to 
help navigate his way. When he landed, he was at sea; he was dumbfounded as now 
he could not see anything in the all-pervading darkness around him. 


*A crucial fact emerges from a careful reading of this verse. Hanuman had gone by a 
different route on his way to the mountain as nowhere a mention of his flying over 
Ayodhya is found. But on his return journey he decided to take a detour, a diversion, 
which took him over the city of Ayodhya. 

Why did Hanuman take a different route on his way back? Well, the answer is 
this: He has had a very close shave on his outward journey when he escaped from the 
trap laid by Kalnemi literally by the width of his skin. He felt that by this time, 
Ravana would surely have cooked up something new to trap him, and this time it 
would be a problem for him as he was burdened with a heavy mountain that he was 
carrying. There was no point in showing unnecessary dare devilry during such 
emergency times, and it would be wiser to avoid a difficult and dangerous situation. 
So he took a new route on his flight way back to Lanka to play it safe, and this detour 
brought him over Ayodhya. ] 
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When Bharat (the younger brother of Lord Ram) saw a huge form flying in the sky 
over the city, he thought that it was some kind of nocturnal creature (nisicara), 
probably a demon. 

So he stringed his bow and pulled it taught to shoot an arrow that had no 
pointed tip on it at the figure flying overhead’. (Doha no. 58) 
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[Note—'Bharat spent the entire period of fourteen years, during which Lord Ram was 
in exile in the forest, at a place close to the city of Ayodhya, in its suburbs, living like 
a hermit, and spending his time in meditation and other spiritual practices. {Apropos: 
Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 323— 
to Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 326.} 

But at the same time Bharat was very conscious of his duties and obligations 
and responsibilities. He kept strict vigil at night to watch for any ominous sign in the 
sky, to look out for any spy drone hovering over the sky over Ayodhya. When he saw 
a huge figure coursing through the night sky, a sort of a flying saucer, an Unidentified 
Flying Object known as an UFO in modern parlance, he became suspicious. What 
was it, he wondered; is it something dangerous, such as a heavy rock or an explosive 
device, carried by someone sent by one of the many enemies of his kingdom, who 
may have dispatched his spy to drop it over the unsuspecting and sleeping city to 
cause extensive damage to it? Could it be a missile or an asteroid or a meteor or 
something else like a rocket or some explosive projectile that may prove to be 
dangerous for the city? 

Bharat wished to examine it; he wished to abort a catastrophe before it 
happened. So he shot a blunt arrow, one without a sharp tip, which would only bring 
this thing down, and not blast if off the face of the firmament all together. So much 
the lucky it was for Hanuman, for otherwise the consequences for him are too obvious 
to be stated in explicit terms. 

Now let us visualise this scenario more closely, and make some intelligent 
guess to arrive at a plausible sequence of events as to what actually might have 
happened during those crucial moments when Hanuman was cruising in the night sky 
over the sprawling city of Ayodhya down below. 

It appears that some sort of system existed in those ancient times that would be 
like a radar system of our modern world; it was an integrated system that kept an eye 
over the city’s skyline to detect and intercept any suspicious object flying over it. This 
vigilance was heightened during night time when chances of an aerial attack by one of 
the enemies of the kingdom of Ayodhya were great, as compared to daylight hours. 
This radar system was monitored by Bharat himself who, as the care-taking ruler of 
Ayodhya in the absence of its rightful king Lord Ram, wanted to ensure foolproof 
security of the city. Hanuman’s bleep on this ancient system of vigilance and defence 
of the airspace immediately alerted Bharat, as this flying object was most 
unconventional and odd. It was of a huge size, was cruising at great speed, and its 
flight trajectory gave an impression that it was a star streaking from the northern 
borders of the kingdom towards its south, and flying right over the city of Ayodhya. 

Deciding to examine what this suspicious-looking UFO was, Bharat shot a sort 
of an intercepting-missile that would only stop this mysterious object from 
progressing ahead, instead of destroying it in space. His arrow, in all probability, was 
like a modern-day missile and other weapon systems that work on computer-based 
data fed into the projectile at the time of its launch, giving it an ability to self-navigate 
and hit the desired object with the required force and impact it according to the data 
pre-fed into its on-board computers. 

So, with some fine-tuning and skilful maneuvering, Bharat was able to 
manipulate his arrow in such a way that instead of blasting the target hit by it and 
reducing it into small fragments that would disperse in the void of the vast space of 
the firmament and burning themselves up without harming the city below, it simply 
stopped its flight and brought it down. 
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This arrow interrupted the flight of Hanuman and disturbed the dynamics of 
his flight, navigation and trajectory so much that the target of its strike suddenly lost 
speed and went into a tailspin, falling to the ground either following a curved 
parabolic path due to its speed, or it fell as a wild out-of-control tumble because it was 
suddenly stopped, spinning right and left and making somersaults to make a virtual 
nose dive and land on the ground below. 

And how did Hanuman land on the ground; what happened to him? Was he 
gravely injured as would naturally happen when struck by a projectile at high speed in 
the air, and then by the impact of the fall? If not, then what could have possibly 
happened that saved him? What happened also to the mountain he was carrying? 

These questions are answered as a note appended to Chaupai line nos. 1-2 
herein below. | 
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He (Hanuman) fell down unconscious on the ground after being hit by the arrow, all 
the while remembering and uttering the holy name of Lord Ram, ‘Ram-Ram’, 
repeatedly’. (1) 


When Bharat heard? this name, which was very dear to him, he instantly rushed 
forward to investigate, and eagerly came near the Kapi (Hanuman) in great haste. (2) 


[Note— Hanuman landed on the ground and fell ‘unconscious’. He lost his 
consciousness because he had not expected being hit by a projectile while speeding in 
the sky; the jolt of the sudden strike that stopped his flight midway had caught him 
unawares and disoriented him; he lost his mental balance and bearing. The fall from a 
great height added to his mental confusion, and the worry of securing the safety of the 
herb-bearing mountain exacerbated his anxieties. 

This sequence of events indicates that the arrow had hit Hanuman softly, and 
only with a force that was sufficient enough to stop his further progress and bring him 
down. Bharat had not intended to destroy the target as noted earlier in Doha no. 57 
herein above; his intention was to neutralise it, bring it down to earth, and examine it. 
It is a natural deduction at which we arrive at because no where it is said that 
Hanuman had suffered any grave injury from the strike. He was merely 
*unconscious'; he just *fainted'; and that is a natural thing to happen to any person 
who is suddenly jolted by a close strike and stopped in his path, making him lose 
control of himself, swoon and fall to the ground. 

One important factor appears to have certainly contributed to Hanuman 
escaping from any major injury to his person. He must have landed on soft soil 
cushioned by green grass, leafy plants, or some other soft vegetation, such as found in 
a farmland or a grassy meadow or a lawn of a garden that formed a green belt 
surrounding the hermitage where Bharat lived on the outskirts of Ayodhya. This is 
very much possible, because Bharat may have certainly created such an environment 
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around his hermitage to replicate the aura of the surroundings of the forest, with its 
serenity and greenery and beauty where his beloved brother Lord Ram was spending 
his time of exile. This soft earth must have acted as a buffer for Hanuman, cushioning 
the impact of the fall and preventing any serious injury to him. 

Another important reason why Hanuman escaped being injured was this: He 
was continuously chanting the name of Lord Ram. The Lord’s divine name has 
mystical powers, and when a creature invokes it in distress, it extends its natural 
protection to the caller. It was this invisible protective shield of Lord Ram’s holy 
name that cast its protective cover over Hanuman as he fell; it was his sure protection 
from any or all harm. In all sooth and without gainsay, this is why he suffered no 
grave injury accept some momentary fainting. 

Now, how can we say with certainty that Hanuman was not injured? Well, the 
answer is simple and straightforward: He would resume his journey shortly, after a 
little break and a short interview with Bharat. 

Another proof of Hanuman not incurring any injury to his person is this: When 
he met Lord Ram at his camp near the battle-field of Lanka, the Lord did not find any 
mark of a wound on his body, for if the Lord had observed any he was sure to ask 
Hanuman about its cause. 

And thereafter, after a little while, the battle resumed with its full ferocity the 
next day, and Hanuman played a leading role in it. It also goes to show that he was fit 
and fine to face the enemy the very next day of his adventure of bringing the 
mountain, meaning that he was not bodily injured, as that would have adversely 
affected his fighting abilities. {Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line 
no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 65 where Hanuman strikes a vicious cuff to Kumbhkaran 
with his clenched fists. } 

But what about the ‘mountain’ he was carrying? Nothing is said anywhere in 
the text concerning it; so we have to make an intelligent surmise. Hanuman was 
carrying the herb-bearing mountain aloft on one of his hands as he was cruising 
through the night sky. He was gripping the mountain from below, perhaps by firmly 
clasping some sturdy creeper or a protruding outcrop of its rock. When hit by Bharat’s 
arrow, he instinctively intensified his grip over it so that he doesn’t lose his charge. 
When he landed on the ground, this mountain did not break up—because it was made 
of solid rock that had hardened over time. Some of its surface soil and plants may 
have shaken off by the force of the impact of the fall to the ground, but no major 
damage was done to it. 


*Bharat heard Hanuman saying Lord Ram’s name. It clearly implies that Hanuman 
was saying it loudly, and not silently, as he fell through the sky, and even after 
landing on the ground he called out this holy name aloud during the intervening 
moments of landing and losing consciousness. His call was loud enough for Bharat to 
hear and pay attention; it was loud enough to be heard over the noise of the fall. 

Bharat was already on high alert; as soon as he heard someone calling out 
Lord Ram’s name, he became amazed and sorely alarmed at the same time even as he 
rushed out to see who has been shot by him by mistake. He had thought that some 
nocturnal creature, probably a demon, was flying over Ayodhya, but such creatures 
won’t call out the holy name of Lord Ram. So surely something was seriously amiss, 
thought Bharat as his hairs stood on their ends while he dashed forward to investigate, 
keeping his fingers crossed, hoping for the best, and praying to the Lord God for 
mercy and grace.] 
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[By the time Bharat came to Hanuman lying unconscious on the ground, he had 
become certain that the creature whom he had hit was not an enemy but was someone 
who, in some or the other way, was related to Lord Ram, for otherwise he wouldn't 
have uttered the Lord's name when in distress and on the threshold of death. This 
realisation dismayed Bharat extremely, and sorrow and regret and despondency and 
deep sadness overwhelmed him.] 


Bharat observed that the fallen creature was very agitated and seems to be suffering 
much!. So Bharat embraced him, but no matter how much he tried to revive him from 
his unconscious state, he could not. (3) 


Bharat was overcome with sadness, sorrow and grief so much so that his face became 
pale, and his Mana (mind and heart) was shrouded with darkness that intuitively 
precedes some bad news (because he feared for the worst). 

However, he gathered his wits together and said with tears filling his eyes (4) - 


> 


[Note—'Hanuman’s suffering was not so much at the physical level of his body as it 
was at the mental level—for even while he lay unconscious physically, yet his sub- 
conscious mind continued to work overtime, pricking him and cursing him that he has 
failed to carry out Lord Ram’s mission. He also worried that if he could not reach 
Lanka in time, and the designated time frame during which the herb would revive 
Laxman expired, then everything would be lost. These and such like thoughts kept 
swirling wildly in his mind as he lay unconscious on the ground, making him very 
uneasy. He was filled with regret and remorse and despondency and hopelessness; he 
felt helpless and hapless. He silently cursed himself and his life.] 
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Bharat sadly observed, ‘Why, it is the same malevolent Creator who had earlier 
devised my separation from Lord Ram, who has now once again shown his harsh and 
un-emotional character by giving you this great suffering! (5) 


[Staking the gain accruing to him for all the spiritual practices done by him, and 
invoking their combined rewards to bear on him right now in order to make Hanuman 
regain consciousness, Bharat implored most earnestly and pleadingly—] If I have true 
affection for Lord Ram and true devotion for his holy feet, if my affection and 
devotion is unpretentious, selfless, honest and without deceit, if it involves my whole 
being that includes my heart and mind, my words and my actions, as well as my body, 
and added to it if Lord Ram (Raghupati) is indeed pleased with me and favourable 
towards me (and has not held me guilty for all the pain and suffering he had to 
undergo when my cursed and unfortunate mother Kaikeyi sent him to forest)—then I 
invoke the combined good effects of all these blessings to pray that let it so happen 
that the Kapi (Hanuman) is freed from his weariness caused by the stress of the 
journey, as well as any other form of suffering and misery caused to him, so that he is 
revived; whatever be the cause of his fainting should be nullified.” (6-7) 


No sooner had Bharat said these words, than Hanuman, the chief amongst the 
monkeys (kapisa), got up with a spring, raising a cry of applause for the glory of Lord 
Ram and the majestic powers of his holy name, proclaiming ‘Hail the glory of the 
king of Kaushal (*kosaladhisa"; Lord Ram), Glory to him, again and again 
repeatedly~.’ (8) 


[Note—'We note here that Bharat assumes Hanuman has fainted because he was tired 
due to the stress of the journey, especially when he was carrying a weighty mountain 
on his hand, and so when the arrow hit him he was dazed and numbed by its impact, 
because whatever energy that was left in him was sapped by this sudden jolt, causing 
him to lose his bearing, swoon, and fall down. 

Then Bharat thought that may be there was some other reason for Hanuman’s 
experiencing excess of stress that led to his exhaustion and his consequent inability to 
resist the arrow’s impact and continue with his journey. 

Therefore, while staking the blessings and all the good rewards that accrued to 
him for his meritorious deeds and spiritual practices to bear directly upon Hanuman 
now and facilitate in his quick recovery, he uses an all-inclusive caveat by saying that 
"whatever be the cause of his fainting” should be nullified. 

Let us examine this development of Hanuman’s fainting more closely, and see 
what the precarious condition in which Lord Ram was during that night, and what 
subtle spiritual message is intended in this episode. 

It was the second calamitous set-back to Lord Ram during the short period of 
one single night. Back near the battle-field Lanka, his dear brother Laxman, who had 
shared his pains and grief arm-in-arm, being his constant companion and comrade and 
soul-mate and aide in thick and thin, was also lying on the ground unconscious and on 
the verge of death. And the Lord’s other trusted aide Hanuman, his other constant 
companion and comrade-in-arm during the fateful war, was lying in a similar 
condition far away in Ayodhya. 

Laxman had Lord Ram himself by his side, and Hanuman had the Lord’s 
representative in the person of Bharat by his side. In effect and for all practical 
purposes, Bharat was an image of Lord Ram and his love for the creature. Bharat was 
extremely dear to Lord Ram more than anyone else, and Lord Ram was dear to Bharat 
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more than anyone else. Here is the proof: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, (1) 
Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 169 (these are the words of mother 
Kaushalya); (ii) Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 184 (these are the words of 
all the citizens of Ayodhya, including sage Vasistha, the chief minister of the 
kingdom, and of the queen mother); (111) Chaupai line nos. 3 and 8 that precede Doha 
no. 208 (these are the words of sage Bharadwaj); (iv) Chaupai line nos. 3-6 that 
precede Doha no. 210 (these are also the words of sage Bharadwaj); (v) Chaupai line 
nos. 3-4 that precede Doha no. 266 (these are also the words of the guru of the gods, 
sage Vrihaspati, who explicitly calls Bharat a “shadow” or an “image” of Lord Ram); 
(vi) Chaupai line nos. 2 and 5 that precede Doha no. 289 (these are also the words of 
king Janak); and finally, (vii) Doha no. 326 (these are concluding verses of Ayodhya 
Kand). Say, what more proof is needed when it is proclaimed that “Bharat and Ram 
are reflections of each other”. 

Well then, coming back to our narrative, Lord Ram was by the side of 
unconscious Laxman, and Bharat was by the side of unconscious Hanuman. Now the 
difference arises, a difference that has a profound spiritual importance and a message 
for all of us. It is to be noted here that inspite of the Supreme Being in the form of 
Lord Ram himself being by his side, wishing most earnestly for his recovery, Laxman 
could not be revived. But Hanuman was instantly revived when an image and ardent 
devotee of the same Supreme Being in the form of Bharat invoked the holy name of 
the Lord and prayed for his recovery! 

How wonderful and fantastic it is when we compare the two events, and how 
clear is the implied message—for it unambiguously and irrefutably shows that the 
Lord’s devotee is more powerful and more empowered with spiritual powers that he 
possesses by the virtue of his devotion for the Lord than the Lord himself is, and that 
the Lord’s holy name is also singularly more powerful and profoundly more majestic 
than the principle to whom this name belongs, i.e. the Lord himself. {Apropos: Ram 
Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, (1) Doha no. 265 along with Chaupai line nos. 1-4 that 
follow it; and (11) Baal Kand, from Doha no. 23—Doha no. 25.} 

This is why Laxman could not be revived while Hanuman could be—for 
Bharat had prayed for Hanuman’s recovery, and his prayer and request cannot go in 
vain no matter what happens, because Bharat was a devotee of Lord Ram, he had the 
Lord enshrined in his heart like a deity is in a temple, and was constantly repeating 
the holy name of the Lord every single moment of his existence. 

These two closely related incidences are intended to motivate and inspire a 
creature to realise and understand the fact for his own sake that he will be the wiser if 
he becomes a devotee of the Lord, if he remembers the Lord and his holy name in his 
life, because then there is no fear for him, because he is assured of constant protection 
and solace. 

The creature must realise and understand that relying on the Lord’s grace and 
blessings and benevolence and munificence is a sure-shot formula for happiness and 
joy in his life; it’s a magical wand, a charm that would help him tide over all his 
secret worries, his concealed fears and his hidden consternations in life. It would give 
him strength, courage and support to face all adversities in life; it will make life so 
much the easier for him to live; it would help him to confidently face the vagaries and 
uncertainties life; it will give him stability and a rock-like foundation to stand upon; it 
will make him feel that he is not alone in this world, but has a powerful, albeit an 
invisible, hand to support and protect him. 

And last but not the least is this resounding message: “that at the end of every 
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dark night there is the dawn of a day”; “that no matter how doomed the present is, the 
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tomorrow is going to be bright and cheerful for those who have faith in the Lord 
God”. The Lord God will take upon himself the suffering of his devotee, he himself 
would sacrifice his own happiness but ensure that his devotee his happy. In the 
episode concerning Laxman and Hanuman fainting, we observe that Lord Ram has 
suffered and lamented gravely; perhaps worse was in store for both Laxman and 
Hanuman if one were to leave the Creator, whom Bharat calls stone-hearted and 
harsh, to have his own way, but their destined suffering was suffered by Lord Ram 
instead, thereby reducing its gravity and intensity, and the malevolent Creator could 
not harm them as he would have otherwise liked it to happen—because he is “harsh 
and emotionless and stone-hearted". 

It was both Bharat’s and Hanuman’s unwavering faith in Lord Ram’s holy 
name and devotion to him that saved the day for everyone, for first Bharat’s faith 
saved Hanuman as we have read in the present verse, and this subsequently paved the 
way for Laxman’s revival because a little while later Hanuman arrived at Lanka 
within the designated time for the administration of the herb brought by him that 
saved Laxman’s life, as we shall soon read in Doha no. 61 along with Chaupai line 
nos. 1-3 that follow it herein below. 


"Now, let us close our eyes for some moments and apply a basic knowledge of science 
to examine closely the event of Hanuman being hit by Bharat’s arrow and the physical 
forces that came into play: what might have happened during the crucial moments 
when the arrow struck him, and what might have been the cause of his quick revival 
in such a fit state of mind and body as if nothing had happened. 

Hanuman was constantly chanting, constantly humming Lord Ram’s holy 
name as he cruised through the sky. This chanting and humming produced vibrations 
that radiated out from his body in the form of sound waves that covered his whole 
body as a blanket. It was virtually like a moving dynamo which produced electro- 
magnetic energy that moved along with its source, i.e. Hanuman as he cruised through 
the firmament. Added to it was his speed, which created kinetic energy. And then 
there was heat energy and static electric energy produced by friction with the air as he 
and his mountain moved with great speed across the atmosphere, rubbing its layers of 
air and gases. 

All these physical forces interacted with each other in a complex way, and the 
pocket of hot air that was created around Hanuman as he zoomed through the sky, 
helped to trap these energies tightly around so that when he moved ahead he dragged 
these energies along with him. 

To wit, Hanuman was surrounded by a shield of stupendous energy created by 
many physical forces acting simultaneously and trapped around his body in the air 
pocket thus created, and this shield moved along with him as a shimmering glow of 
incandescent light. Therefore, from a distance, from the perspective of an observer on 
the ground, he appeared like a fast moving comet, or meteor streaking across the night 
sky. 

It has been established that even earth produces a humming sound heard from 
space, and it is caused by a combined effect of the earth’s magnetic field and its 
rotation on its axis. The earth also has charged particles in its outer atmosphere that 
help to protect it from many harmful radiations hitting it from outer space. So it was 
something similar with Hanuman. 

Bharat’s arrow was fully charged with energy too; it was meant to strike and 
bring down the object it hit. In today’s modern world we are aware of heat-seeking 
cruise missiles, and we also know that in the darkness of the night their path appears 
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to be like a fire-ball moving rapidly in a particular direction. So was the case with 
Bharat’s arrow too. 

It rapidly closed in on Hanuman and rammed into him. What would one 
expect? There was an exceptionally bright flash of light as the two phenomenal 
energy sources, moving in opposite directions, clashed with each other. It was like 
two high-tension overhead electric cables touching each other over farmland due to 
some cause: there would be a sudden burst of dazzling light, for a fleeting moment, 
and then everything would be dark again as the electric circuit snaps. 

This above scenario would give us an idea what might have actually occurred 
during those crucial moments when Bharat’s arrow hit Hanuman: There was a mighty 
flash of lightening; the energy crippled the arrow and reduced it to a mangled and 
twisted piece of metal that either vaporized in air due to the heat generated by the 
impact, or it fell to the ground in bits and pieces like debris of an exploded object 
falling on earth from the sky. It is also possible that Bharat had visualized this 
scenario beforehand, and since his objective was to investigate this mysterious object 
flying over the night sky of Ayodhya rather than blow it out, the arrow he shot was a 
special one which could withstand the impact and its consequences in that it would 
not disintegrate, but instead cling to the object it hit and bring it down. So this arrow 
clung to Hanuman and pulled him down in such a way that he glided softly to the 
ground. 

How come this was made possible? Yes, it was made possible because of the 
upward thrust that the arrow provided from below to the weighty body of Hanuman as 
it plummeted down towards the earth, much like choppers or reusable rockets used for 
space missions of the modern world use the upward thrust of their in-built rocket- 
engines to make a soft landing after finishing their mission. These modern machines 
don’t dash to the ground as this would break them to pieces; they make a soft and 
delicate landing. 

But at the moment when the arrow struck Hanuman, the protective shield of 
energy trapped around his body was short-circuited; the arrow punched a hole through 
them and ruptured the air pocket that trapped these energies. As a result, the energies 
began hissing out of this fissure; they began to dissipate and depressurize the 
protective shield. The violent impact of the arrow deflected Hanuman from his chosen 
flight path and pushed him in the direction the arrow pointed. This change of course 
was aided by the thrust exerted by the escaping spout of energies through the hole 
punched by the arrow; the thrust thus created by them was in the direction opposite to 
the point where the arrow struck. The combined effect was that Hanuman went on an 
uncontrolled spin, spiraling down towards earth in a sort of vortex with its base 
resting somewhere close to the ground. 

Thought the shock of the arrow’s strike dazed Hanuman, yet he continued to 
chant Lord Ram’s name—apropos: Chaupai line no. | that follows Doha no. 58 herein 
above. And this saved him from a worse fate. 

When Bharat realized he had committed some grave mistake (apropos: 
Chaupai line nos. 2-3 that follow Doha no. 58), he immediately used his skills to 
‘repair the damage caused by his arrow to the protective shield around Hanuman’ 
much like a modern-day mechanic would repair the unintended damage caused to a 
flying drone, or some other thing that is very important and has to be urgently 
retrieved, in order to make it functional once again. So Bharat plugged the hole and 
sealed it once again. How did he do it? He invoked the holy name of Lord Ram 
because he knew of its majestic mystical powers to heal and repair, as well as all the 
benefits that accrued to him by his meritorious deeds, and his other spiritual and 
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religious practices. He focused them all at one point like a welder focuses his 
welding-torch to weld broken joints. 

Once the hole was sealed, once the repair was done, the energy that was being 
continuously generated by Hanuman by his incessant chanting of Lord Ram’s holy 
name, but was leaking out till that moment, began accumulating once again within the 
‘healed’ or ‘repaired’ shield surrounding him, and sooner rather than later, he came to 
himself; he was revived back to life. 

And when he did come to, when he did regain consciousness, it was as if 
nothing had happened. It was like the case of a creature living in hibernation mode for 
some time when all his physical activities cease and his metabolism stops for the 
period, but when he wakes up he is up and going with the same energy and 
enthusiasm as when he had first entered into hibernation mode. This is also the way 
Yogis (those ascetics who practice meditation) manage to live for long periods in a 
suspended mode when all the physical activities of the body are put on hold. 

So in this way Hanuman also lived in a suspended animation mode for the 
period between the moment the arrow first struck him and when he was revived. 
Remember: Hanuman was an incarnation of Lord Shiva’s eleventh form known as 
Rudra, and Shiva is the patron deity of all Yogis; there is no one more proficient in 
practicing Yoga than Lord Shiva. So it was quite natural for Hanuman to do 
something to which he was accustomed, and survive the ordeal. 

The bubbling energy and great enthusiasm for doing Lord Ram’s work, which 
was so characteristic of Hanuman, was there in its prime form once again as it was 
prior to the time when he was hit by the arrow. Rather, it was made more vigorous 
and forceful as he discovered that it was this one factor—that he was on the Lord’s 
mission and that he was continuously chanting his holy name—that had saved his life 
that day. It renewed his commitment; it renewed his devotion and faith, making them 
more robust; it invigorated him; and it made him raring to go instantly with a burning 
zeal and confidence in Lord Ram. ] 
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As soon as the Kapi (Hanuman) regained consciousness, Bharat eagerly embraced 
him most affectionately!; his body was thrilled and his eyes welled up with tears (of 
happiness and for thanksgiving). 

Emotions of affection and love for Lord Ram swelled so much in Bharat's 
inner-self when he remembered the Lord that he could not contain them in his heart 
(as a result of which they overflowed to cause excess of thrill in his body, as well as 
to make tears ooze out of their glands and fill his eyes). (Doha no. 59) 


[Note— Really indeed, Hanuman comes out as being the single most fortunate, 
privileged and lucky character in the whole Story of the Ramayan in as much as he 
was blessed with the honour of receiving an embrace from Lord Ram more than 
once*, and as if still something was wanting, he is now being embraced by the Lord's 
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“image” and his own devotee-brother Bharat himself to complete the picture of his 
exceptional good luck and unique blessedness. {*Refer: Ram Charit Manas, (a) 
Sundar Kand, (ii) Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 30; (ii) Chaupai line no. 4 
that precedes Doha no. 33; and (b) Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes 
Doha no. 62. 

And, how does it feel to embrace a great devotee of Lord Ram? The answer is 
here—one feels thrilled, and tears well up in eyes. Since Hanuman is a great and 
blessed devotee of Lord Ram, what embracing such a devotee feels like is being 
experienced by Bharat here, and was experienced by both Vibhishan and Hanuman 
earlier when they met while Hanuman was in Lanka during the latter’s expedition to 
search Sita (apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Doha no. 6). In this latter 
instance we find that ‘both’ felt exhilarated because ‘both’ were ardent devotees of 
Lord Ram. | 
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After the exchange of initial greetings and introductions, Bharat asked Hanuman 
about the welfare of Lord Ram: ‘My dear (tata)! Tell me about the well-being of 
Lord Ram, who is an embodiment of joy and happiness, along with the good news of 
the younger brother (Laxman; “anuja”)’ and mother Sita (Janki; *matu janaki"y.' 


(1) 


The Kapi (Hanuman) briefed Bharat about everything, and this tiding filled the latter 
with extreme sorrow, sadness and gloom; he felt very despondent and lamented 
gravely’. (2) 


[Note—'While enquiring about Laxman Bharat simply uses the word “anuja”, 
meaning ‘younger brother’. It therefore assumes a dual meaning; it refers to Laxman 
as Lord Ram’s younger brother, as well as Bharat’s younger brother. 


*Laxman’s mother Sumitra had also advised him to treat Sita as his ‘mother’ and Lord 
Ram as his ‘father’ at the time of granting her permission to him to accompany them 
to the forest—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line no. 7 that 
precedes Doha no. 75. 

Hanuman too calls Sita his mother repeatedly and in quick succession during 
their first interaction in the Ashok grove of Lanka—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, 
Sundar Kand, (1) Doha no. 14 along with Chaupai line nos. 9-10 that precede it; (ii) 
Doha no. 16 along with Chaupai line nos. 3-4 that precede it; and (iii) Chaupai line 
nos. 6-7 that precede Doha no. 17. 

Did Sita acknowledge that Hanuman was her 'son'? Surely she did so— 
apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 
16; and Chaupai line nos. 2, 9 that precede Doha no. 17. 
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*Bharat sorely regretted and intensely lamented that he could not help his beloved 
brother Lord Ram in his time of need; that it was he who had been the cause of the 
Lord having had to face such hardship and trouble in the forest. The bad news of 
Sita’s abduction and its attendent sufferings for Lord Ram, the bad tidings of 
Laxman’s fainting and the horrors of the war that was underway in Lanka—all cast a 
pall of deep gloom on Bharat’s mind. He became pale and forlorn; he was dismayed 
and distressed beyond description. But what could he do; he had no choices left at that 
time but to pray and hope for the best. 

A very pertinent question that comes to the mind is this: Why did Bharat not 
decide to send his well-trained and equipped army of the kingdom of Ayodhya to 
Lanka to help Lord Ram? Well, the answer is simple and easy to guess: no time was 
left for it to be actually implemented in practice. 

The reason is this: Lanka was very far away, and the army would take a lot of 
time to reach it by first marching across the huge distance from Ayodhya to the shore 
of the southern ocean, and then crossing it to land on the shores of Lanka. This was 
impossible to achieve in a short frame of time because the war was already raging. 

So, Bharat drew a deep breath in utter frustration and regret even as he 
lamented and grieved most woefully. But he recovered himself quickly, for it was a 
waste of time allowing emotions to take control over wisdom and prudence. Hence, 
Bharat decided to give some practical help instead, and in the present circumstances it 
was that all haste must be made to ensure Hanuman reaches Lanka in time with the 
mountain to save Laxman. Bharat also knew that if Laxman is saved, no harm would 
come to his beloved brother Lord Ram, for he knew well the abilities of Laxman. 

Therefore, he devised a method to send Hanuman extremely fast, and it was to 
ask the latter to sit on his arrow which will move so fast through the sky that it would 
make up for the time that has been lost till now, enabling Hanuman to land in Lanka 
well in time. 

All these things are narrated in the verses that follow herein below. ] 


see ta H Ha WAT ATS 1 WY Hh Ueng HIT FT BTS | 3 N 
IPT spare TT ae ei OPT alt SA set SIT Ul v 
Wed Wee Bete cfs Ara penTSpWUTZÍE Slat WTA & Ul 
ag Wa MAH Set HAM | Use athe Me Puree t S u 


ahaha daiva maim kata jaga jaya'um. prabhu kē ekahu kāja na aya'um. 3. 
jani ku'avasaru mana dhari dhira. puni kapi sana bole balabira. 4. 

tata gaharu ho'ihi tohi jata. kaju nasa'ihi hota prabhata. 5. 

carhu mama sayaka saila saméta. pathavaurh tohi jahami krpaniketa. 6. 


Bharat lamented sorely, cursing himself that he could not be of any help or service to 
Lord Ram. He said with a sad and distressed voice with genuine grief and 
despondency in his expressions, “Alas oh God; why was I born in this world as a 
cursed one who could not even be of a single service to the Lord, nor could extend 
any kind of help to him?" (3) 


Bharat paused for a while as he pondered over the situation and its gravity, and 
realising that the time was not favourable for yielding to negative thoughts and 
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emotions as they would be of no help, the brave and courageous Bharat gathered his 
wits together and said to Hanuman after a while, (4) --- 


‘My dear, you may be late in your journey back, and everything would be ruined if 
the night ends and dawn appears’. (5) 


[Therefore, not much time is to be wasted, and all haste is to be made. | 

Hence, I suggest that you mount my arrow with your mountain, and I shall 
shoot it to send you back speedily to where Lord Ram, who is a treasury of mercy and 
grace, is present. [Well, I will send you virtually with the speed of sound as the arrow 
thunders across the sky towards Lanka. You can rest assured of that.]°’ (6) 


[Note— Bharat has lamented very gravely in a similar fashion when he came back to 
Ayodhya from his maternal uncle's home to learn about Lord Ram's exile to forest. 
He had cursed his birth then too for being the cause of Lord Ram's exile. (Refer: Ram 
Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, (1) Doha no. 160; (ii) Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes 
Doha no. 161; (iii) Doha no. 162; (iv) Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 
167—to Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 168; (v) Chaupai line no. 1 that 
precedes Doha no. 178; (vi) Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes Doha no. 179; and etc.} 


?This shows that either Bharat was briefed by Hanuman of the urgency of reaching 
Lanka before dawn to make the herb effective, or this technical detail was already 
known to Bharat. 

Bharat thought to himself: “Hanuman must be exhausted by the journey and 
the hit by the arrow. He may be feeling sore in his muscles, and there is no time for 
rest. It would be very hard for him to travel a long distance with a sore body which 
has to carry this heavy mountain under the prevailing situation. Even if wishes to 
travel on his own strength, it will be slow progress as he would be bogged down by 
the weight of this great mountain. Besides this, he has already lost some crucial 
moments during this sad episode, and any further delay would jeopardise Laxman’s 
chances of survival. So I must help him. If I send him riding my arrow then it would 
be very helpful, as, one, he would have time to relax, two, he would arrive in time, 
and three, when Lord Ram sees the arrow and enquires him about it, the Lord will 
know that I had sent him astride this arrow, and this bit of information would tell the 
Lord though I was so unfortunate that I could not extend any help to him but at least I 
could offer this small service as a token of my unflinching love and constant 
remembrance of him. I'll be glad if the Lord comes to know how much I miss him." 

To wit, Bharat devised this device of offering to send Hanuman astride his 
arrow to help him overcome his guilty conscious that “he was of no help or service to 
Lord Ram"—apropos: verse no. 3 herein above. 

So Bharat said to Hanuman: ‘If you are not able to reach before dawn then it 
would not be possible to revive Laxman as the herb would lose its effectiveness. 
Already so much time has been wasted while you were unconscious. I understand that 
you must be fatigued and must be having some muscular soreness due to your falling 
down to the ground as well as the stress incurred by carrying the heavy mountain in 
your hand. This mountain would act as a drag on you, slowing you down considerably 
and sapping your energy further. The result would be that you might be late in 
arriving in time. So I suggest you rid piggy-back on my arrow which I shall shoot in 
the direction of Lanka. This will make your journey comfortable and easy, and when 
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you land there you will be in the proper frame of mind and body to enter the battle 
refreshed the next day.’ ] 


am aft aa susm start CHI are aafe fenfit art 9 UI 
TH wre ferent eren (efe at eng cafe At SINT Uc N 


suni kapi mana upaja abhimana. morem bhara calihi kimi bana. 7. 
rama prabhava bicari bahori. bandi carana kaha kapi kara jori. 8. 


When Bharat made this offer (that he would like to send Hanuman back to Lanka 
astride his arrow if he would ride it with the mountain in his hand), Hanuman 
wondered how an arrow would be able to move speedily while carrying the weight of 
his body (along with that of the mountain). (7) 


But he soon recovered his senses and concluded that it would be made possible by the 
virtue of Lord Ram's glory and grace, so he should not doubt it nor wonder at it’. 
Then he bowed at the feet of Bharat and said humbly: --- (8) 


[Note— Another reason why Hanuman overcame his doubt that Bharat would be able 
to actually shoot an arrow that would be strong and powerful enough to carry the 
combined weight of his own body and that of the mountain all the way to Lanka is 
that just a while ago he had witnessed the stupendous abilities and astounding powers 
of Bharat when an arrow shot by him brought Hanuman down. Not only that, Bharat 
had quickly revived him back to his former energetic self in such a miraculous way 
that he did not feel the after-effects of the deadly blow of the arrow or of the fall to 
the ground.] 
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tava pratapa ura rakhi prabhu jaiha'um' natha turanta. 
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[Hanuman replied to Bharat—] *Oh Lord! I shall enshrine your majesty's glory in my 
heart, and proceed speedily (to reach Lord Ram)!. 

[To wit, you need not worry; I am hale and hearty. Please don't feel afraid 
about my safety. No one could have stopped me except you, as you are an image of 
Lord Ram himself. By bowing to you I am symbolically bowing to my beloved Lord 
Ram. So have no fears; I will reach there in time.]' 
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Saying this and obtaining Bharat’s permission, Hanuman bowed his head at 
his feet and started on his journey once again, with great firmness of purpose, strength 
of resolution, and vigour of action. (Doha no. 60-a) 


The son of the wind god (Hanuman) was so exceptionally impressed by Bharat and 
his exemplary character that on his way back to Lord Ram, he kept on thinking of 
Bharat most reverentially all along the way, about the strength and might of his arms, 
about his polite, friendly and courteous nature, about his virtues and glories, and about 
the depth and intensity of his love for Lord Ram. 

Hanuman repeatedly praised Bharat for these stellar virtues. (Doha no. 60-b) 


[Note—'One practical reason why Hanuman chose to go alone without the aid of 
riding Bharat’s arrow, and probably it is also the reason why Bharat granted him 
permission though it would mean a bit difficult journey for Hanuman, is this: 

When Lord Ram, who would be eagerly waiting for Hanuman’s return, and in 
all probability would be watching the sky for signs of him, finds that he was riding an 
arrow, the Lord would be alarmed. He would think that some enemy had captured 
Hanuman and tied him to the arrow to force him to take this missile to where the Lord 
and his army were, and then explode the weapon in an attempt to wipe them out. 

Or the Lord would think that Hanuman was gravely wounded and devised this 
contraption to come there, and this would cause immense pain to the heart of the Lord 
as he would lament that Hanuman had to suffer injury for him. 

The Lord’s confidence in Hanuman’s valour and ability would be shaken, and 
also out of pity for his sufferings and weakness, or exhaustion caused by the arduous 
task of bringing the heavy mountain from afar, the Lord would henceforth feel 
reluctant to employ Hanuman in any combat, preferring to give him some rest. As a 
result, Hanuman’s skills during the war would not be fully used. That would be 
disastrous for everyone, as a powerful warrior would be inadvertently side-lined or 
neglected, and his martial skills would be not fully exploited. 

Even if none of the above possibilities actually happened, still there was a 
certain chance that Lord Ram may at least enquire about the arrow, and then when 
Hanuman tells him about Bharat, the Lord would be plunged in a new bout of grief 
and sorrows as he remembers his dear and loving brother. 

The situation on the ground at Lanka was very delicate and serious; no newer 
emotions ought to be aroused in the bosom of Lord Ram that would negatively impact 
his mind and disturb him, even in the least. The episode of Laxman’s fainting must 
have already sapped Lord Ram's energy and hurt his emotions enough, so nothing 
should be done again to worsen things further by making him plunge in a new vortex 
of sorrow generated by the memory of Bharat. 

The wisest thing then would be not to remind Lord Ram of Bharat or his 
native Ayodhya while the ferocious war rages, so that he can concentrate all his 
energies on the battle-front and the war that he has to fight with zeal; it had to be 
ensured that he remains un-encumbered by negative emotions of remembering his far- 
away land, his family members, his loving brothers Bharat and Shatrughan etc. as 
they are bound to disturb his mind, making him feel sad and overcome with regret and 
grief, as they would be counter-productive at this juncture. ] 
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* [n the meantime, there (in Lanka) Lord Ram watched Laxman gloomily (as he lay 
unconscious and critically wounded before him), with great sadness and despondency 
reflecting in his countenance. The Lord, behaving like an ordinary human being’, 
lamented gravely for him, and in his sorrows he said the following remorseful words - 


-- (1) 


‘It is past midnight, and the Kapi (Hanuman) has not come back (with the herb which 
could revive Laxman).’ 

Saying these woeful words expressing extreme sadness and grief, the Lord 
lifted Laxman and clasped his body to his own bosom‘. (2) 


* {Let us—the narrator of this fantastic and wondrous Story, as well as its listener, the 
author and his reader—imagine that we are travelling in some sort of a Time Machine 
that makes us travel through time and space, back in an age long past, extremely 
rapidly, almost in the time taken to blink an eye. This Machine has some special and 
distinguishing qualities—it transports us over long distances of space in a very short 
span of time of a few hours; it accelerates and decelerates very speedily; it can move 
forward and backward at stupendous speed and also stand still in the air to monitor 
developments on the ground below; and it can take the travellers to their destinations 
at their own pace and convenience. 

What proof do we have for the above observations concerning the Time 
Machine, and that we are travelling in it? Well, there are very obvious and ample 
proofs if we just pause a while to look at things more closely. 

First let us see about the ability of this Time Machine to traverse great 
distances in a short time. A short while ago we find ourselves in Lanka, witnessing 
that moment in the night when the wounded Laxman was lying unconscious before 
Lord Ram, and the medicine man named Sushen, who was brought from inside the 
city, prescribed the herb which could revive Laxman, but it was located far-away in 
the northern mountains. Hanuman was ordered to bring it. Now, it was a huge 
distance that had to be covered in a small time slot; this mountain was located 
thousands of miles away from the land of Lanka, far away in the north of the 
mainland. First going to that place and then coming back from there doubled the 
distance needed to be covered, and everything had to be done within a few hours of 
darkness, between the hours of the early night after sunset and the hours late in the 
night that preceded dawn of the next day when the sky was still dark and the sun was 
yet far away below the horizon. 

So, we have first become a witness of the events on the battle-field of Lanka 
and watch Laxman being injured, and then Hanuman being commissioned to bring the 
herb from the northern mountains. Then we leave Lanka at this point of time to travel 
alongside Hanuman all along to the northern mountain, deep inside the range of lofty 
mountains to somewhere near its northern fringes, somewhere near Mt. Kailash, 
where the mountain with the needed herb was located. And let us remember that in 
the meantime we have witnessed the incident of the demon Kalnemi trying to trap and 
kill Hanuman. Some time is lost in Kalnemi’s fictitious hermitage, and some more 
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time is wasted in searching for the herb in vain. Finally, realising that the time was 
fast running out, Hanuman plucks the mighty mountain from the ground and starts his 
long journey back to Lanka. 

We accompany him as he takes a detour and flies over the city of Ayodhya 
where we see him being shot by Bharat’s arrow, and we record what transpired there 
and how he was revived back to life by Bharat’s intercession, we witness Hanuman’s 
interaction with Bharat, and then we resume our journey back to Lanka by the side of 
Hanuman who was cruising through the night sky in great haste like a streaking star. 

Since we are accompanying Hanuman and observing the developments as 
scribes and witnesses, it will now be easy for us to understand why this present verse 
starts with the following phrase: “In the meantime, there (in Lanka) Lord Ram 
watched Laxman gloomily, with great sadness reflecting in his countenance ---". It is 
because we will now be describing what is happening at a place that is far away in 
Lanka while we are still in the midst of the journey with Hanuman who is sailing 
through the firmament of the night. Remember: Hanuman is still on his way and we 
are with him, and not with Lord Ram and Laxman at Lanka. So we have to use words 
and phrases that convey the idea that we are then, at that moment, talking about 
something happening far away, at some distant place. 

This indicates that this Time Machine of ours is equipped with some wondrous 
instruments that keep us updated with news from the battle-field: These equipments 
now tell us about how Lord Ram is grieving for Laxman while Hanuman is fast 
approaching him with the herb still rooted in the mountain, and a while ago they made 
us aware of Ravana approaching Kalnemi and forcing him to become a false hermit in 
an attempt to get rid of Hanuman. 

An important clarification is needed here regarding the way we travel to 
record the events, and the way Hanuman travels to bring the herb. We are travelling in 
our Time Machine, while Hanuman is travelling independently on his own power; to 
wit, Hanuman and we, the scribes and witnesses, are travelling independently. This is 
why Hanuman could not be warned of the impending danger from Kalnemi because 
he was travelling separately from us! 

Then we come to the next point about this Time Machine, that it has the ability 
to stand still in the air like a hover-craft or a drone to record the events on the land 
below from a safe distance up in the sky in such a way that its presence remains 
secret. From its perch high up in the sky, this Time Machine can record sound and 
videos of what’s being said and done down on the ground below, made possible with 
the help of special devices having sensitive sensors. Don’t we have geo-stationary 
satellite today that aren’t seen by us but which can map even small areas with great 
clarity, and eavesdrop on private conversation by means of special microphones 
equipped with secret sensors. These spying activities are standard practice employed 
world-wide in espionage. 

Therefore we conclude that this Time Machine had some remote sensing and 
recording device that did the trick for the scribe, the narrator or the author of this 
wonderful Story, and the witnesses, the listeners and the readers, who were aboard it. 

Hence, when we narrate about the incidents concerning Kalnemi and Bharat, 
as well as the uprooting of the mountain by Hanuman, we can say with positive 
authority that they are trust-worthy accounts as to what had actually happened then, 
and not something cooked-up as an imaginary cock-and-bull story, for they are a first- 
hand account that was recorded for posterity by the scribe in such a way that none of 
the parties concerned with the Story, either the hero Hanuman or Kalnemi and Bharat, 
could get the wind of the proceedings being recorded. 
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The next point about this miraculous Time Machine is this: “it can take the 
travellers to their destinations at their own pace”. Well, it is easy to understand what 
is meant here. The ‘traveller’ is the reader of this fascinating Story. The incidents that 
are covered by the ‘scribe’, who happens to be the narrator or the author of this Story, 
are recorded in Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, from Chaupai line no. 7 that 
precedes Doha no. 54—to Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 62. It is the 
period between Meghanad hitting Laxman with his powerful spear when the latter fell 
down on the ground unconscious, and the time when Laxman was revived back to life 
and Sushen, the doctor, was safely put back in Lanka by Hanuman. 

Now, different readers would read these verses at different speeds, at their 

own paces. Some will finish reading them in one sitting, and the time taken in this 
read also depends upon an individual’s reading speed; some others would read them 
in pieces in a day or two; and still there are some others who would spread this 
reading over many days or weeks. So therefore, the same set of incidents are virtually 
being made known to different individuals at different speeds, which symbolically 
means that these individuals are travelling in the Time Machine at different speeds! 
In our modern world we are used to hearing about ‘Artificial Intelligence’ and 
‘Virtual Reality’, so why wonder about the existence of this fantastic “Time Machine’ 
during an age when air-planes could travel without the help of a physical pilot, 
directed by the mere wish of the chief passenger aboard, as is evident in the case of 
the self-driven air-plane known as the ‘Pushpak Viman’ that was used by Lord Ram 
and his entire entourage to return to Ayodhya directly from Lanka after the Lord’s 
victory. The scribes of yore used some variation of such Time Machines, in existence 
at the time of the period of their writing, to record for posterity great wars and 
singularly important epoch-changing developments in a truthful manner, in the actual 
way they happened, without any kind of tampering with facts, or manipulating details 
to suit their own whims and fancies. 

Thus, the account of the great Story of the Ramayan that has come down to us 
from Tulsidas in the form of ‘Ram Charit Manas’, or from Veda Vyas as ‘Adhyatma 
Ramayan, is true and correct. As for some variations in their details, it is because the 
cycle of creation—right from its origin, through its development and ending with its 
conclusion—runs in an endless rotation like a gigantic wheel set in slow motion by its 
cosmic creator known by the name of Brahm, the Supreme Being. As the Wheel turns 
and completes one cycle, to go on to its next cycle of rotation, it is quite possible that 
at a particular point of its rotation, at a specific point of time when it reaches a 
specific point in its rotation, the incident that occurred in its second rotation may vary 
in its details of happening and take some different shade of colour than what it looked 
like during the previous cycle. This results in variations in some finer details, some 
minor aspects, within the general framework of the Story of the Ramayan; but these 
slight differences do not affect the general structure and the outline of the Story. This 
fact has been recorded by Tulsidas himself in ‘Ram Charit Manas'—Trefer: Ram 
Charit Manas, Baal Kand, (i) Doha no. 33 along with Chaupai line nos. 3-8 that 
precede it; (11) Chaupai line nos. 3-4 that precede Doha no. 114; (111) Chaupai line nos. 
2-3 that precede Doha no. 122; and (iv) Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 
124. 

Another reason for variation in finer details of the Story is that each bard or 
poet who decided to record it did it according to how he understood and saw it, so that 
one aspect was highlighted by one scribe, and another aspect by another scribe, giving 
rise to different versions of the same Story. This fact is explicitly said in Ram Charit 
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Manas, Baal Kand, (1) Doha no. 33 along with Chaupai line nos. 7-8 that precede it; 
and (ii) Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 124. 

Coming back to our narrative, till this point of time we have read (from 
Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 54—to Doha no. 55) that Laxman was 
lying unconscious on the ground after being hit by a powerful spear used by 
Meghanad against him, and Hanuman was ordered to go to the northern mountains to 
bring a herb that could neutralise the deadly effect of Meghanad’s weapon and revive 
Laxman. Then we have read how Hanuman was shot by Bharat on the suspicion that 
he was some unknown intruder who may pose a danger to Ayodhya, and how 
Hanuman recovered and resumed his journey to Lanka with the mountain and the 
herb—apropos: Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 56—to Doha no. 60 herein 
above. 

Hence, from this present verse no. 1 we resume our narrative from where we 
had left it last, at Lord Ram's camp near the battle-field of Lanka where Laxman is 
lying unconscious before him. 

To wit, what a wondrous and fantastic Time Machine is this indeed! } 


[Note—'Why did Lord Ram behave “like an ordinary human being"? Lord Shiva, the 
primary narrator of this Story, explains this himself in Chaupai line no. 18 that 
precedes Sortha/Doha no. 61 herein below. 

Lord Shiva says that “though Lord Ram is always steady and unchanging, yet 
he showed how a human being would ordinarily respond for someone who is totally 
devoted to him when that faithful follower is somehow harmed.” 

Well, Lord Ram had to wail and lament like an ordinary man so as to conform 
to and fulfil a boon given by Brahma, the Creator, to Ravana that he would die at the 
hands of a human being. This is the primary reason why Lord Ram, who otherwise 
could do everything in this world by his mere wish as he was in incarnation of the 
Supreme Being, acted and behaved like an ordinary man. The Lord is an expert in 
everything in this creation, so he was also an expert actor. As such, he acted his role 
of a human being to such perfection and finesse that inspite of the many miraculous 
things happening, no one could doubt that he was not. 

Hence, here also the Lord took special care not to do anything that would 
reveal his true identity; so he lamented and grieved for his wounded brother like any 
other man would ordinarily do. 


*So, what was so alarming that made Lord Ram become so worried and desperate 
with despair when Hanuman could not come back by midnight? 

The answer is this: The herb would lose its ability to revive an injured person 
if it was not administered in the night itself, much before dawn. Besides this, Lord 
Ram's anxiety increased by each passing moment as he thought, in his worries and 
nervousness, that he could perceive that life was slowly ebbing out of Laxman. So he 
was worried that if the herb was used late there were chances that its effectiveness 
would be lost, as by that time Laxman's life would be irretrievably lost. 

When one is overcome with grief, small frames of time appear to look like 
ages. Each passing hour seemed to be one lost era of life to Lord Ram; he was on an 
edge, and uncertainties added to his nervousness which made the matters worse for 
him.] 
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Lord Ram wailed sorrowfully, ‘My dear brother. You had never tolerated if you had 
seen me sad in any manner’. It has been your nature always to be kind, soft, amiable 
and gracious. (3) 


It is for my sake that you abandoned your parents’, and then suffered gravely, but 
graciously endured, for my sake, all the sufferings, pains and inconveniences that you 
had to encounter in the forest, such as extremes of cold and heat, of hailstorms and hot 
scorching winds (because of your decision to accompany me)’. (4) 


My Brother! Where is that affection for me now; how and why do you now tolerate 
my intense grief and sadness without responding? Say, why don't you rise even after 
hearing my earnest pleas and words soaked in abject grief and despair; why don't you 
respond when you see me so agitated and full of anxiety?‘ (5) 


[Note—'Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes Doha 
no. 198 where this fact is clearly hinted. Now Lord Ram has acknowledged it 
expressly himself. 

Refer also to Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, from Chaupai line no. 1 that 
precedes Doha no. 227—to Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes Doha no. 233 where 
Laxman became very agitated on seeing worry on the face of Lord Ram at the time 
when news arrived that Bharat was headed towards their hermitage with a large 
retinue that also included a huge detachment of the kingdom’s army. 

Earlier, at the time of the Bow-Breaking ceremony at Janakpur, when sage 
Parashuram came angrily to the venue and threatened Lord Ram to punish him for 
breaking Lord Shiva’s bow, Laxman had interceded on behalf of the Lord and had 
fearlessly as well as sternly rebuked the sage, even going to the extent of teasing him 
repeatedly that amounted to insult. This verbal spat between Laxman and Parashuram 
is narrated in Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, from Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes 
Doha no. 271—to Doha no. 278. {The whole episode, however, is narrated in detail in 
Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, from Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 268— 
to Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 285. 


?Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 
70—to Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 76 where we read about Laxman's 
resolve to accompany Lord Ram to the forest. 


`The horrors and sufferings of the forest are outlined in Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya 
Kand, Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 62—to Chaupai line no. 3 that 
precedes Doha no. 63. 


^Lord Ram wailed for Laxman: *Tell me, why are you lying unmoving; why have you 
suddenly developed a sternness of heart and indifference of countenance that you 
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seem not to be moved by my plight, whereas you had always acted to the contrary in 
the past, and whenever you saw me worried or upset, you were up in arms to protect 
me. Had you not done that when news arrived that Bharat was coming to our 
hermitage at Chitrakoot with an entourage that consisted all the main members of the 
royal court of Ayodhya as well as large detachment of the army? You had seen me 
worried then, and you had thought that I was worried that Bharat was coming to fight 
with me and get rid of me so that he could permanently usurp the throne of the 
kingdom, whereas that was not the case as Bharat was actually coming to take me 
back home. Had I not told you this that time that there was no fear from Bharat. 
Nevertheless, you had picked up arms and got ready to face Bharat and kill him if I 
was harmed; does it not prove that you could not imagine any harm or pain coming to 
me from any quarter, even if it meant killing our brother and all the rest who were 
accompanying him? It was only after my assuring you that there was no fear of any 
danger that you had relented and calmed down. {This episode is narrated in Ram 
Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, from Chaupai line no. | that precedes Doha no. 227— 
to Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes Doha no. 233.} 

You had kept awake to keep guard while I slept—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, 
Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-2 that precede Doha no. 90. 

You had been serving me most diligently and faithfully in the forest. 
{Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, (i) Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes 
Doha no. 139; (ii) Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 142.} 

Whenever you found that I am in a sad and despondent mood, you too 
reflected my emotions by being overcome with equal sadness and despondency. 
{Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 3-6 that precedes 
Doha no. 141.} 

At the time when Sita was stolen and I had all but lost the will to live, it was 
you who had supported me at that critical moment of my life; it was you who had 
helped me tide over my mental state of abject dejection and utter hopelessness by 
encouraging me to make efforts to search for her. Had it not been for you, I would 
have fallen then and there; it was this advice of yours that motivated me to look ahead 
with hope of finding her. {Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 
5-8, 16 that precede Doha no. 30.} 

Well then, where is now that unflinching devotion and sturdy commitment of 
yours; why do you not get up and assure me that you are alright and you will no allow 
any harm to come to me. Listen dear: If you do not rise, if you are revived, then I too 
will die with you, because I can’t live without you. {Refer: Chaupai line nos. 9-10 
herein below. }”] 
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Had I been aware that I would have to suffer separation from my dear brother in the 
forest, then surely I would not have obeyed the words of my father’. (6) 
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In this world, one can have more than one chance to have a son, money, wife, home 
and a family [7], --- 

--- But one cannot have another chance to be fortunate enough to have a 
dearest-of-dear brother, someone for whom no one and no thing ever matters more in 
this world than the former to whom the latter is totally devoted, and whom the latter 
adores like no one else would ever do*. Think over this thing and wake up (you're 
your slumber, because I am feeling very distressed and extremely distraught by seeing 
you lying in this condition) [8]. (7-8) 


[Note—'Lord Ram had to keep his father Dasrath's words that the latter gave to 
Kaikeyi, the step-mother of the Lord, according to which she had demanded that Lord 
Ram be sent to forest for fourteen years so that her own son Bharat could be anointed 
as a prince-regent who would become the future king. (This event is narrated in Ram 
Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, specifically in (1) Chaupai line nos. 1-3 that precede 
Doha no. 29; and (ii) Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 40—to Chaupai line 
no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 41.} 


"Here, the phrase “dearest-of-dear brother” that Lord Ram uses refers to Laxman who 
was totally devoted to him. For Laxman, there was no one and no thing that ever 
mattered more than the Lord. The next verse endorses this view with emphasis. ] 


wan te fer tan arfer eT aR for HP HAA He ETAT UU 9 UI 
ara an fret sisp fer] det iit ag ca fsramer Hrét ii 9o il 


jatha pankha binu khaga ati dina. mani binu phani karibara kara hina. 9. 
asa mama jivana bandhu binu tohi. jaur jara daiva ji'avai mohi. 10. 


My woefully precarious condition is as miserable and grief-stricken as a poor bird that 
has lost its wings', or a serpent that has lost the gem-like luminescent globule of 
condensed sap present on its hood’, or an unfortunate elephant that has lost its trunk’. 


(9) 


Oh my dear brother! This is the gloomy way my life would be if unfortunately the 
malefic Creator, who is so opposed to me, forces me to live, compelling me to survive 
even after you are separated from me^. (10) 


[Note— The bird's wing is the most important part of its body because it is the wing 
that enables the bird to fly and live a happy life. If the wing is lost, then the poor bird 
would be forced to live a life which would be as good as being dead for it. 

The importance of the wing for a bird and how a person suffering from some 
grave misfortune when something without which he can't live is compared to a bird 
losing its wings is given elsewhere also in Ram Charit Manas. 

For instance, in Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 76 
we read that the citizens of Ayodhya were sore overcome with grief when they learnt 
that Lord Ram was being sent to forest exile, and their condition is being compared to 
‘a bird who has lost its wings’. 
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Again, in Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 148 we 
read that the condition of king Dasrath was also like a bird who has lost its wings. 
This was the time when Dasrath was lying on his death bed lamenting for Lord Ram, 
and his minister Sumantra returned to tell him the bad news that Lord Ram, Sita and 
Laxman have refused to return. 


?There are some special species of serpents on whose hoods, according to legends, a 
small luminescent sac resembling a small globule is seen. It contains a sap that has 
oozed out of the serpent’s hood and has solidified there. The reptile emerges out of its 
hole in the darkness of the night, and it is believed that the light emanating from this 
sac enables the serpent to see its way. If the sac is lost, the serpent becomes blind. In 
this grief, the serpent repeatedly dashes it hood on the hard ground to express its 
sadness, and this causes it to die. 

This phenomenon is cited as a metaphor to indicate that Lord Ram would be 
blind and helpless without Laxman by his side. 

Other instance is found in Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line 
no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 154 where the condition of king Dasrath is compared to 
it just prior to his death after he learnt that Lord Ram would not return. 


`The elephant depends upon its trunk for food; without the trunk this poor creature 
won't be able to gather its natural food such as branches and leaves of trees etc. and 
would consequently die. The trunk is also the elephant's defence; it is used to catch 
hold of an attacking enemy and thrash it to ground. The trunk is used by it to drink 
water, to forage for food, to fend off its enemies, to defend itself, to sound the trumpet 
to establish its majesty amongst other animals in the forest, to shoo away flies from its 
body, and so on and so forth. In fact, the trunk is a pride of the elephant like a tail is 
for all other animals. The trunk is one muscular organ that is most valued by the 
elephant in its body. 

Here Lord Ram says that his personal glory and the most valuable part of his 
identity was Laxman, and if the latter is lost then a good part of himself, which is the 
better part of him, will also be lost. So what's the good in living a lustreless life 
thereafter; what's the point in living without any glory and identity? 


“Verily indeed, forsooth and without gainsay, Laxman was like high pole over which 
the flag of Lord Ram’s fame and glory fluttered majestically—apropos: Ram Charit 
Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line nos. 5-7 that precede Doha no. 17. 

Then say, what would be the fate of this ‘flag’ if the ‘flag-post’ was lost?] 
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Alas! With what face would I go back to Ayodhya (in case I survive this ordeal of my 
separation from you) with the ignominy dogging me all the way back—that I lost my 
dear brother for the sake of my wife’? (11) 


In any case, I could have coped somehow with the infamy of losing my wife and 
being unable to retrieve her from the clutches of her captor because I was incompetent 
and incapable of giving her protection in the first place, and then being able to free 
her from her captors because I did not have the valour, the strength and the power to 
do so. 

Aside of the infamy, the ignominy, the shame, the sneer and the scorn that I 
would have inevitably invited throughout my remaining life on this account, it would 
not be of an insurmountable cause of grief for me, as losing one’s wife (or a woman) 
is not much of a great misfortune and an irreparable loss for a wise man’ (as it is of 
losing you, my dearest of dear brother, for this loss is in-compensable, this damage is 
irreparable, this vacancy cannot be filled). (12) 


But my dear son (suta)*, my loss and its associated grief is much more profound and 
deeper. Woe to me that now my stern, emotionless and merciless heart (that did not 
burst with sorrow when it first saw you lying unconscious) will force me to suffer 
intensely and immensely from combined agony arising from the infamy and shame at 
having lost my dear brother for the sake of my wife, as well as the grief and sorrow 
arising directly due to your loss itself. Verily, it will compound the misery and grief 
for me; it will be misery and grief compounded for me! (13) 


[Note—'Lord Ram woefully lamented for Laxman. He despondently said with great 
sadness in his voice and profound regret effusing from his words: “What a shameful 
thing would it be; what face I would have to show to my kin and the citizens of 
Ayodhya when they ask me about you? I will be forced to tell them that I lost Laxman 
in the war to retrieve Sita, my wife. I have just now told you that “one may have a 
chance to have another wife in one’s life should he lose one and decides to remarry, 
but never a second chance to have a loving brother who is faithful and devoted to 
him”—apropos: verse no. 7 herein above. 


*A wise, self-realised and enlightened man is expected to adopt the path of renouncing 
all his worldly attachments—and this includes his wife and home—after a certain age 
to spend the rest of his life in pursuing his spiritual objectives; doing meditation, 
contemplation and introspection, going on pilgrimage, and generally living away from 
the turmoil and worries of a householder’s life to prepare himself for a peaceful final 
exit from this mortal world. 

To wit, a self-realised man who wishes to pursue spiritual calm and peacefully 
prepare for deliverance of his soul at the time of his death would renounce the world, 
and this entails his voluntarily severing all his ties with his wife one day. Even if a 
man wishes to continue to live as a householder and for some unfortunate reason has 
lost his wife, he can always remarry. So therefore, losing a wife is no big deal; it’s 
not a loss that can’t be compensated for. 


*Remarkable: Lord Ram calls Laxman his “son—suta”. Truly it was so; even 
Laxman’s mother Sumitra had advised him to treat Lord Ram and Sita as his parents 
in the forest, and serve them accordingly with due diligence—apropos: Ram Charit 
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Manas, Ayodhya Kand, (i) Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 74; (11) Chaupai 
line nos. 6-8 and Chanda line nos. 1-2 that precede Doha no. 75. 

And of course it goes without saying that Laxman obeyed his mother’s 
instructions in letter and spirit—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, (i) 
Doha no. 139 along with Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes it; and (ii) Chaupai line no. 
2 that precedes Doha no. 142.] 
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Oh Son (tata)! You are the only son of your mother (Sumitra); for her you are a 
source of succour and solace that supports her during her lifetime*!. (14) 


She had held your hand and put you my safe custody thinking that you will be very 
happy and safe with me (at the time of our leaving Ayodhya)’. 

[Woe to me! How miserably I have betrayed her faith and trust in me! What 
face will I show her when she finds I have returned to her without you? Brother, let 
me die with you.] (15) 


Say, what answer would I give her when I return? Oh my brother; arise and tell me 
this.’ (16) 


[Note—*This verse can be read as follows also: “You are your mother's only son; 
you are the one who gives her life meaning and for whom she would like to live." 

This interpretation is also correct because the word “tata” meaning a ‘son’ has 
been strategically placed in the centre of the verse, serving both its first and second 
halves simultaneously. So this word can mean either that Lord Ram calls Laxman his 
son, or that he calls Laxman as the son of Sumitra. 


'Sumitra had two sons: One was Laxman, and the other was his younger brother 
named Shatrughan. What Lord Ram means here is that Sumitra loved Laxman more 
because he was her elder son, and his long separation from her must have made her 
long for him very intensely. Shatrughan, on the other hand, was by her side at 
Ayodhya, so since she could see and talk with him as often as she wished, this longing 
was not there. She must be always thinking of Laxman, always remembering him, and 
always praying for his safety and quick return. It is an age-old adage that “distance 
creates a stronger bond of love between two individuals". 

Sumitra herself has acknowledged that she loved Laxman more because he 
was devoted to Lord Ram when she tells him that *a woman who bears a son who is 
devoted to Lord Ram is a most fortunate mother; otherwise it is better to remain 
childless and barren”—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Doha no. 74 
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along with Chaupai line nos. 6-7 that precede it, and Chaupai line nos. 1-2 that follow 
it. 


*At the time when Laxman told Lord Ram that he has decided to accompany him to 
the forest, the Lord sent him to take his mother Sumitra's permission. Sumitra was 
overcome with sadness and grief upon learning what had happened, but she had no 
reservations in granting her permission to Laxman to go with Lord Ram. She was 
unambiguous and very emphatic in giving her consent, saying that there would be 
nothing better for Laxman to do than to go with the Lord and serve him in the forest. 
She also told Laxman that he was safer with the Lord than if he would chose to live in 
Ayodhya. (Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, from Chaupai line no. 1 that 
precedes Doha no. 73—to Doha no. 75.1] 
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What a wonder it is that Lord Ram who is a remover of all sorts of sorrows and grief 
tormenting a creature would himself be overcome with sorrow and grief! 

He shed tears from his lotus-like eyes that rolled down their lids which 
resembled dew drops dripping down from the petals of the lotus flower’. (17) 


[Lord Shiva tells goddess Uma, his divine consort, why Lord Ram shed the tears. He 
said—] ‘Oh Uma! Lord Ram (“raghura'’’; the Lord of the Raghu line of kings of 
Ayodhya) is steady and unchanging, one who remains the same under all 
circumstances. 

So therefore, he is shedding tears and expressing grief here just to act his role 
of a human being to perfection (in order to conform to Brahma’s boon given to 
Ravana that he would only be killed by a human being, and it was necessary for Lord 
Ram to behave like a human being to achieve this objective)’. 

To wit, Lord Ram is also acting in the way he does to show how a human 
being is expected to respond when someone who is totally devoted to him is harmed 
in anyway; or how a wise lord ought to treat his servant and dependant who has 
offered to serve the lord with everything in his command, even to the extent of 
sacrificing his personal comforts and happiness if it makes the lord happy and 
contented like Laxman had done for Lord Ram."? (18) 


[Note— What an excellent and wonderful example of poetic imagery we find here. 
Lord Ram's eyes are likened to the lotus flower, and the tears that are falling from the 
edges of the eye-lids are compared to dew-drops falling from the tips of the petals of 
that lotus. 


?Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-5 that precede Doha no. 
177. 
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Lord Ram has no worldly emotions; normally he should not have cried. But he 
had to act like an ordinary man to fulfil the condition of the boon given to Ravana by 
Brahma—that only a human being would be able to kill the demon. 

Lord Shiva is the first and the primary narrator of the Story of the Ramayan 
which he had narrated to his wife Uma, also known as Parvati. During the course of 
the reading of Ram Charit Manas we observe that on many an occasion, Shiva is 
quoted as saying something to Parvati or Uma to clarify certain points that may arouse 
some kind of doubt in her mind. She was listening attentively, without interfering in 
the narrative by way of asking questions. But Lord Shiva was an expert narrator; he 
could guess that his wife wanted to ask a question but was hesitant to disturb his flow. 
So the Lord himself would pause to clarify a particular point before moving on. 

Here, when the narrative came to the point where it is said that “Lord Ram 
shed tears”, Uma raised an eyebrow, as it seemed incredulous to her that the Supreme 
Being should cry. Hence, Shiva paused to explain the reason to her, the circumstances 
surrounding the episode that compelled Lord Ram to weep like an ordinary man. 


?Lord Ram here shows not only how Laxman was important for him, but by 
Laxman’s example the Lord also wishes to show the world how any one who is his 
ardent devotee—one who has vested all his trust and faith in the Lord, one who trusts 
the Lord for his security and welfare, one for whom there is no other creature dearer 
than the Lord, one who serves the Lord with all the diligence, efforts and sincerity in 
his command, one would sacrifice his own life and its pleasures in order to serve the 
Lord—is loved most dearly by the Lord and is close to the Lord’s heart. 

Lord Ram is extremely merciful and obliging; he showers all the love and 
grace he has on his devotee as he has done for Laxman here. The Lord says that for 
him a wife, son, wealth, home and family are of no consequence if his devotee is 
suffering—apropos: Chaupai line nos. 7-10 herein above that we have just read a 
while ago. ] 
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Hearing the woeful wailings and lamentations of Lord Ram, the entire horde of 
monkeys! forming the Lord's army, its rank and file, was overcome with sadness; 
sorrow, despondency and despair cast a pall of gloom over all of them. 

Just at that critical juncture’ (when everything seemed to be lost, when 
everyone was distraught and overcome with the dread of what untold misfortunes 
were in store for them, that would suddenly upset everything and sink the boat 
midstream), Hanuman came back? as if the dynamic energy associated with the 
glorious virtues of heroism, bravery, gallantry and valour suddenly interposes to lift 
the sagging spirits of those who are burdened by and are on the verge of collapsing 
under the mighty weight of loss of hope, the feeling of helplessness, of sadness, 
despondency, grief and dejection. (Sortha no. 60) 
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[Note—'An interesting observation can be made here. ‘Monkeys’ are specifically 
mentioned as being overcome with gloom reflecting the general sad mood of the hour. 
But Lord Ram's army had a large number of ‘bears’ too; what about them? 

Well, the chief of the bears was Jamvant, the aged bear who is believed to be 
an incarnation of Brahma, the creator, himself. Jamvant was well aware of 
Hanuman’s abilities; it was he who, being privy to the greatness of Hanuman, had 
motivated the latter to show his true form and fulfil Lord Ram’s mission when the 
monkeys and bears were in a similar situation of hopelessness and despair on the 
shore of the ocean while on a mission to search for Sita. At that time, it was Jamvant 
whom Hanuman asked for instruction as to what he is supposed to do in Lanka. 
{Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, Doha no. 30 along with Chaupai 
line nos. 3-12 and Chanda line nos. 1-4 that precede it.} 

In the present case also, it was Jamvant who had advised that Sushen be 
brought from Lanka, and had sent Hanuman to fetch him. {Apropos: Ram Charit 
Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 7-8 that precede Doha no. 55.} 

So therefore, Jamvant was absolutely clear that nothing would stop Hanuman 
from coming back. This confidence was lacking in the monkey group; none of their 
leaders, such as Sugriv and Angad, had this secret knowledge about Hanuman. Hence, 
Jamvant collected his troops and told them to remain calm, as there was nothing to 
worry or panic. 


“Everything seemed to be lost at that point of time. A deep sense of sadness, gloom, 
helplessness, haplessness and dejection permeated everywhere, and had a sway over 
everyone present. Just at that time, during those critical moments, a sudden ray of 
hope emerged like the sun’s brilliant rays that pierce through the veil of dark clouds 
that shroud the firmament to shine its splendorous light on the world below, 
eliminating darkness and despondency, and replacing it with cheer and energy. 

Before midnight everyone waited patiently for Hanuman’s return, as they were 
aware that he has to go and back from afar, a distance of thousands of miles; so ample 
time must be given to him. Besides this, ample time was left before dawn as it was 
still before midnight, and hence sufficient time was available during which the herb, 
once brought, could be immediately administered to Laxman to revive him. 

But once midnight passed and yet there was no sign of Hanuman, the situation 
changed and things became alarming, so much so that even Lord Ram seemed to lose 
hope and started wailing for Laxman—apropos: Chaupai no. 2 that follows Doha no. 
60 herein above. 

When the commander-in-chief of the army, or for that matter any leader who 
is supposed to lead others by being an example of courage, strength, resilience and 
steely nerves at times of adversities and down-tides, begins to lament and wail himself 
in the way the Lord behaved then, one can easily visualise the negative reaction it 
would produce on those who depend upon him, who look up to him for guidance, 
courage and support for themselves. 

What lesson one learns from this episode is this: A leader ought always to be 
extremely careful with how he behaves and responds to emergencies and adversities if 
he wishes others who are under his wings and who he commands to stand firm against 
the onslaught of misfortunes in order to be able to finally turn the tide in their favour. 
For, if the leader fails to control his emotions, if he shows signs of losing hope and the 
will to fight back, then no matter how powerful and resourceful his followers are, the 
battle will be lost even before it is fully fought to the end. 
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This is why Lord Shiva paused for a while and explained to Uma, his listener, 
why Lord Ram behaved in the way he did. It was not because the Lord was ‘weak’ in 
any sense, but it was because he had other things of greater import in his mind that 
Lord Shiva has himself hinted in verse no. 18 that precedes this Sortha no. 61 herein 
above. 


*My dear readers; do you recall the Time Machine we referred to earlier while reading 
Chaupai line no. 1 that followed Doha no. 60 herein above, in which we were 
following Hanuman and recording the events unfolding at a fast pace? 

Well, during the time when Lord Ram wailed for unconscious Laxman before 
him on the ground, back at Lanka, Hanuman was making rapid progress through the 
night sky, holding the mountain, with the required herb, in his hand. He was in all 
haste as he wanted to make up for the precious time that was lost during his 
encounters with Kalnemi and Bharat. So he zoomed past the firmament like a 
streaking star. And of course, the “scribe and the witnesses’, travelling in the Time 
Machine, followed him closely! 

We will observe here that normally a Doha or a Sortha is preceded by eight 
lines of a standard Chaupai. But here we find that there are 'eighteen lines' in the 
Chaupai. It is done with a purpose: to indicate that some length of time had elapsed 
between midnight and the moment when Hanuman actually arrived. To wit, the 
‘elongated Chuapai’ symbolised a stretching of the time frame for this particular 
event. 

Meanwhile, all those present on the ground were huddled together, in small 
and large groups, in eager anticipation of Hanuman's return, and all had their eyes 
fixed on the northern sky because it was from this direction Hanuman was expected to 
come back, as it was in this direction he had gone on his mission of bringing the herb. 

Suddenly they could descry a streaking star heading straight towards their 
camp. Lo and behold—there came their dear Hanuman, dashing like lightening that 
pierced through the dark cover of the overhead firmament. 

At this wonderful and most welcome sight, there was a spontaneous burst of 
thunderous applause. Everyone was elated and on his feet instantly; cheering and 
dancing in mad abandon. 

Hanuman glided down to land before Lord Ram; he was rushed upon by his 
waiting companions who embraced and kissed him, and who shed tears now once 
again, but these tears were of joy and happiness and rejoicing and hope.] 
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Lord Ram affectionately embraced Hanuman by clasping the latter to his bosom’. The 
Lord felt highly obliged to Hanuman because it is the nature of the gracious and kind 
Lord to feel obliged for even a small service that is rendered to him by his devotees. 


(1) 
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The doctor (baida) wasted no time in applying the herb and doing whatever that was 
needed to revive Laxman. His efforts were successful as Laxman immediately arose 
and sat up cheerfully (as if nothing had happened to him)’. (2) 


[Note—'How fortunate was Hanuman indeed, for it is the second time Lord Ram has 
thus embraced him. The first opportunity was when he had brought back the news of 
Sita from Lanka, and at that time the Lord had explicitly said that he will forever 
remain indebted to Hanuman—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai 
line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 32—to Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 
33. 

No other character in the Story of the Ramayan has had this honour and 
privilege. 


*We must acknowledge the expertise of the doctors of that time who were so skilled 
in their art and craft of using medicinal herbs and plants to cure patients. Laxman 
woke up fresh and energetic, as if he was fast asleep and was now woken up. 

Even as a man feels rested and rejuvenated and fresh after sound sleep, with 
all his fatigue and weariness of the previous day removed after a restful sleep, 
Laxman too was revived as if he was fast asleep a while ago, and now was ready to 
face the challenges of the war. 

During the intervening period between being hit by Meghanad’s weapon when 
he fell down unconscious, and when he was revived back to consciousness, Laxman 
had lain like a Yogi or an ascetic doing deep meditation. During such meditative 
trance, the practitioner holds his breath and goes into a virtual hibernation mode, 
when all the activities of his body and metabolism cease. When he ends his trance, he 
is back to normal. Laxman too knew this trick; so he practiced Yoga by holding his 
breath for the time he appeared to lie unconscious. 

This served an important medical function also—for it helped to contain the 
spread of the poison that was injected into Laxman by the tip of the spear that struck 
him. The doctor, Sushen, applied the herb that sucked out the clotted blood and 
neutralised the poison. So when Laxman was prodded to get up, he was fit and fine. 

Credit must be surely given to Sushen who lived up to his profession of a 
‘doctor’ for whom a patient is a patient first and foremost, irrespective of whether he 
is a friend or a foe, and therefore the doctor is obliged to give his best to his patient 
even if it means treating his arch enemy. 

Sushen was playing with fire, for he was in the pay-roll of Ravana, the arch 
enemy of Laxman and Lord Ram; Ravana could have roasted him alive for helping 
revive Laxman. 

Now this brings us to another fascinating observation—it is that Ravana 
should also be given equal credit for not punishing Sushen for reviving Laxman. 
Ravana accepted and acknowledged the fact that Sushen was merely doing his 
professional duty of treating a patient to whom he is called to attend. This shows the 
greatness of Ravana’s soul and the high standard of his thinking even though he 
unfortunately had become a ‘demon’. Surely Lord Ram acknowledged the greatness 
of Ravana’s soul, because the Lord, who was actually the Supreme Being in his form, 
allowed Ravana’s soul to enter his own body at the time of his death, so that the soul 
of this unfortunate creature could find eternal rest and beatitude—apropos: Ram 
Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, (1) Chaupai line no. 9 that precedes Doha no. 103; and (ii) 
Chanda line nos. 3-4 that precede Doha no. 104.] 
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hrdayam la'i prabhu bhete'u bhrata. harase sakala bhalu kapi brata. 3. 
kapi puni baida taham pahumcava. jehi bidhi tabahirh tahi la'i ava. 4. 
yaha brttanta dasanana sune'u. ati bisada puni puni sira dhune'ü. 5. 


Lord Ram picked up Laxman and embraced him by clasping him to his bosom. 
Meanwhile, all the bears and monkeys! were exhilarated and felt extremely happy. (3) 


In the mean time, the Kapi (Hanuman) then took Sushen back to Lanka and replaced 
his home in the same spot from where it was earlier lifted and brought along with its 
occupant. (4) 


When Ravana heard the news (of Laxman's revival), he was very upset and beat his 
head repeatedly’. 


[Note—'This clearly means that both the bears and monkeys were standing or sitting 
around Lord Ram. In this context, the reader ought to refer to note appended to Sortha 
no. 61 herein above where attention is drawn to the mention of only monkeys for 
feeling sad when they saw Lord Ram, and not of the bears. The reason is explained 
there itself. 


?The question: ‘Why did Ravana not punish Sushen for treating Laxman’ is answered 
in the note appended to verse no. 2 that follows Sortha no. 61 herein above. 

The next question is this: Why did Ravana showed exasperation and beat his 
head so much?’ 

The answer is as follows: Like Lord Ram playing his role of a human being to 
perfection, Ravana too decided to play his role as a vicious demon and an arch enemy 
of the Lord—to ensure that the Lord certainly kills him so that his soul can, at last, 
find its liberation and deliverance; so that his soul can find the emancipation and 
salvation that eludes it; so that his soul can attain the much sought-after beatitude and 
felicity; so that his soul does not miss its only opportunity to attain eternal bliss and 
happiness, a chance to attain which would be lost for good should, for some reason, 
Lord Ram shows his characteristic grace and mercy upon him (Ravana) and spares 
him for all his sins and mischief that he has committed all along. 

And one more final question: Why would Ravana feel so upset by Laxman’s 
revival? The answer is obvious: it is the time of war, and every fallen great warrior in 
the enemy’s side was celebrated as one point nearer to final victory over him. Laxman 
was not an ordinary warrior; he was the second-in-command of Lord Ram’s army, his 
brother, and equally powerful and able as the Lord. This meant that if Laxman was 
out of the way, if he was fatally incapacitated, then Lord Ram would be so 
demoralized, so greatly overcome with grief, so much handicapped, and so deeply 
ruined emotionally that he would lose the will to fight the war any longer, and even if 
he continued to wage it then it would be a half-hearted effort that would certainly lead 
to his defeat. 
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So during the night, while Laxman lay unconscious on the ground, the demons 
must have been celebrating an imminent victory that would be theirs the next day 
when they would easily be able to rout the Lord’s demoralized army. When Ravana’s 
spy rushed to him to convey the news that Laxman had been revived, and is hale and 
hearty enough that he is raring to go to the battle-field as soon as the day broke, 
Ravana felt that all was lost; he trembled in consternation and the fearful thought of 
facing a raging Laxman in the battle-field, as it was now certain that Laxman would 
hit back with full force and vengeance at the demons, pouring all the fiery venom that 
he has at his command on them—for remember, Laxman was a manifestation of the 
legendary Seshnath, the serpent with a thousand hoods. 

Ravana was not only worried for the demons in general, he was particularly 
concerned all the more gravely for his own son Meghanad, because it was he who had 
shot Laxman the day before, and so certainly he would be the primary target of 
Laxman’s seething anger. This is the reason that when the battle resumed the next 
day, which was the third day of the war, he persuaded his brother Kumbhakaran to go 
and face the enemy, instead of Meghanad. {Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, 
Chaupai line nos. 6-12 that precedes Doha no. 62.} 

Ravana’s beating of head is a visible sign of his extreme exasperation and 
frustration; it shows that he felt all was lost and the danger to the demons was all the 
more aggravated. The hour of celebration for the demons when Laxman fell to the 
ground wounded and unconscious now transmewed into an hour of despair and 
despondency when he was revived, while the reverse was the case that prevailed in 
Lord Ram’s camp. | 
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Section 15.2: Adhyatma Ramayan 


Adhyatma Ramayan, Lanka/Yudha Kand, Canto 5, verse nos. 65-86; 
Canto 6, verse nos. 1-63; and Canto 7, verse nos. 1-41. 


Now let us take a pause and do a little bit of rewinding; let’s see how this episode of 
Laxman fainting has been narrated in sage Veda Vyas’ Story of the Ramayana known 
as ‘Adhyatma Ramayan’. 

It is interesting to note at this juncture that there is a pointed difference 
between the ways the two classics that we are reading have described why Laxman 
had fainted, and some other related events. Let us summarise them here: 

(1) While Goswami Tulsidas’ classic book ‘Ram Charit Manas’ says that he 
was shot by Meghanad, the son of Ravana (apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, 
Chaupai line nos. 6-8 that precede Doha no. 54), the other book by sage Veda Vyas, 
the ‘Adhyatma Ramayan’, attributes Laxman’s fainting to Ravana who shot him 
during their clash (apropos: Adhyatma Ramayan, Lanka/Yudha Kand, Canto 6, verse 
nos. 1-8). 

(i) The second difference is that in ‘Ram Charit Manas’ we read that 
Hanuman was shot down by Bharat, the younger brother of Lord Ram, as he flew 
over the city of Ayodhya carrying the huge mountain. However, Hanuman was 
quickly revived, there was a short interview between the two, and then he resumed his 
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journey to Lanka. {Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 8 that 
precedes Doha no. 58—to Doha no. 60.} 

In ‘Adhyatma Ramayan’, however, there is no mention of Hanuman meeting 
Bharat en-route to Lanka. 

(iii) The third interesting point is that whereas in Ram Charit Manas it is 
Sushen, the doctor, who picks the correct herb to revive Laxman (apropos: Ram 
Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 62), in 
Adhyatma Ramayan it is Lord Ram who himself selects the herb and then asks 
Sushen to administer it to Laxman (apropos: Adhyatma Ramayan, Lanka/Yudha 
Kand, Canto 7, verse nos. 36-37). 

Another interesting episode in Adhyatma Ramayan is Kalnemi’s advice to 
Ravana where he prescribes three methods of worshipping Lord Ram. {Refer: 
Adhyatma Ramayan, Lanka/Yudha Kand, Canto 6, verse nos. 45-63. } 

These interesting variations necessitates that we also read the episode of 
Laxman’s fainting from the Adhyatma Ramayan, besides our earlier reading from 
Ram Charit Manas, to get a more varied version of this grand Story as told from two 
angles, from two ancient classics. 


For this purpose, therefore, we shall be quickly reading about Laxman’s fainting from 
Adhyatma Ramayan, Lanka Kand, as follows: 

Sub-section: 15.2.1 — Lanka Kand, Canto 5, verse nos. 65-86; 

Sub-section: 15.2.2 — Lanka Kand, Canto 6, verse nos. 1-63; 

Sub-section: 15.2.3 — Lanka Kand, Canto 7, verse nos. 1-41. 


Let us commence our reading now: 


Sub-section: 15.2.1 — Lanka Kand, Canto 5, verse nos. 65-86:- 


Jarier fore escar AdonaIse geeft: | 
Jeigdar: aooaa ASR: Il Ell 
aR Gwe calftor ERAL AAAA: | 
olIorlfderifor AIP arorzroftaosróeror II ££ 
dav 9rzoricrfor ag.galsrarsrac | 
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svasainyam nihatam drstva meghanado'tha dustadhih | 
brahmadattavarah $rimanantardhanam gato'surah ıı 6511 
sarvastraku$alo vyomni brahmastrena samantatah | 
nanavidhani Sastrani vanaranikamardayan ıı 6611 

vavarsa Sarajalani tadadbhutamivabhavat | 

ramo'pi manayan brahmamastramastravidam varah i 6711 
ksanam tüsnimuvasatha dadar$a patitam balam | 
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vanaranam raghusresthasScukopanalasannibhah ıı 6811 


65-68. Seeing that the major part of his army had been eliminated, Meghanad (the son 
of Ravana), who was excessively evil and pervert, but was nevertheless encouraged to 
fight on and retaliate confidently because he was empowered by special boons that 
were granted to him by Lord Brahma, the creator, became invisible and vanished from 
sight in the battle-field (65). 

That demon was proficient in using all types of weapons in the battle-field. So 
he climbed up in the sky, showered different types of arms, such as arrows, from 
there, and began to pound the army of monkeys by his Brahmastra (a special weapon 
given to him by Lord Brahma). 

[He peppered the monkey army with numerous lethal weapons of various 
denominations that were very powerful and magical by nature. He literally sprayed 
the monkey army with those fierce weapons as if hail and rain were falling all over 
the battle-field.] 

It appeared to be a very wondrous and astonishing sight (because Meghanad 
was not visible, and so the monkey commanders did not know whom to fight). 

Sri Ram, who is the best amongst experts in weapons and the use of arms, 
watched the decline, destruction and decimation of his forces silently for a moment 
just in order to show respect to Brahma's weapon and maintain its sanctity. 

At last however, the best in Raghu's clan (i.e. Sri Ram) became furious with 
anger like a raging fire (66-68). 


TUARI Aid gener soil | 
adil À uer AAEL 2901 II £ ell 
ATIS crear AAAA OGA: | 


qui SPIA PR ARRI ARIPISW: II Voll 


cāpamānaya saumitre brahmastrenasuram ksanat | 
bhasmikaromi me pa$ya balamadya raghüttama ıı 6911 
meghanado'pi tacchrutva ramavakyamatandritah | 
turnam jagama nagaram mayaya mayiko'surah i 7011 


69-70. Addressing his brother Laxman, the Lord said, 'Oh the son of Sumitra! Bring 
my bow—I shall, in a moment, reduce to ashes this wicked demon with my own fiery 
weapon known as Brahmastra'. Oh the best in king Raghu's clan (i.e. Laxman)! 
Watch the spectacular display of my might and the strength of my arms today' (69). 

Meghnad was very alert. Hearing these words of Sri Ram (and fearing for his 
life), that cunning demon, who was good at tricks and pretending to be brave, 
stealthily fled from the battle-field while he was still invisible, and went back to his 
city (of Lanka) (70). 


[Note—'Any powerful weapon that could invariably destroy its enemy, like a fire 
would burn anything that comes in its way or a missile would destroy any target it 
hits, even if the target is wrong, was called Brahmastra. So in this sense, the powerful 
weapons of both Meghanad and Lord Ram were designated as ‘Brahmastras’. It 
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means that it was not necessary that any such weapon was given to its possessor by 
Brahma, the creator, himself. | 


ufi arorrofta» ea waisiig:Rad: | 
sara sete ofa ercar aftoeraroferar il 9211 
dg quifsiRota GAREA: | 

AAO Goi ICA Wola ASIAA |I VII 
donde AERA DRA Bert arde | 
SESIJA AA SPA ATAO: || 931 


patitam vanaranikam drstva rāmo'tiduhkhitah | 

uvaca marutim Sighram gatva ksiramahodadhim i 7111 
tatra dronagirirnama divyausadhisamudbhavah | 
tamanaya drutam gatva safijivaya mahamate ıı 7211 
vanaraughan mahasattvan kirtiste susthira bhavet i 
ajfiapramanamityuktva jagamanilanandanah ıı 731 


71-73. Seeing that his army had suffered a lot due to Meghanad's ferocious attack, 
Lord Sri Ram felt very sorry and was overcome with sadness and remorse (because 
the monkeys and bears had to suffer due to him). 

So the Lord summoned Hanuman (Maruti, the son of the wind god) and said, 
'You go to the Kshir Sagar’ immediately (71). There is a mountain called Dronachal 
there. Different types of medicinal herbs grow on it. Oh the wise one! Go and quickly 
bring that mountain here (72) and revive these brave and valorous monkey warriors 
back to life’. This will make your fame, gallantry and glory stable and world-famous 
for all times to come’. 

Hearing this, the son of the wind-god said 'as you please', and started off for 
the mission immediately (73). 


[Note— The “Khir-Sagar” is an ancient celestial ocean of milk described in the 
scriptures where Lord Vishnu is said to reside; he reclines on the coiled body of the 
celestial serpent known as Sheshnath who floats on the surface of this ocean. 


“In the version of the Ram Charit Manas, the Lord also wishes that all the monkeys 
and bears who lay wounded and dead on the battle-field should be brought back to 
life, but it was at the end of the war. He asks Indra, the king of Gods, to shower a rain 
of Amrit, an ambrosia that restores life, on the whole ground. This rain helped all the 
monkeys and bears to come back to life. {Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, 
Chaupai line nos. 1-5 that precede Doha no. 114.} 

Further, Lord Ram has given clear instructions to Hanuman here to bring the 
Dronachal mountain to Lanka to revive the monkeys. This is in sharp contrast to 
Tulsidas' version in Ram Charit Manas where the mountain was brought by Hanuman 
to revive Laxman, and not the other monkeys. Also he brought it because he could not 
recognise the required herb, but here he has done it on specific instructions of Lord 
Ram to ‘bring the mountain here’.] 


1533 


arrofler a BIR aalo, aroraror AoW: | 
shakar yora zemf2rearssereit Gaal I vil 
udd.g2d oG Goon scita: l 

9[car PRAIA 2ravit ARARA I uli 
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74-75. He brought that mountain, revived all the monkeys (by using its herbs), and 
immediately took it back to where it belonged! (74). 

Hearing the tremendous uproar of the monkeys once again, Ravana was utterly 
astonished (because it was almost a miracle that he had not expected)’. He summoned 
all his demon warriors and said in an urgent tone (75)— 


[Note— In Ram Charit Manas nothing is said what was done with this mountain after 
Laxman was revived. 


*When Meghanad went home he told his father Ravana that he had successfully 
decimated the monkey army. So when the demon king heard their uproar he was 
bound to be surprised as well as confounded. It meant that Meghanad's tricks and the 
weapons of which he was so proud of and boastful were useless. 

This portended grave danger for the demon army because now it seems that 
Lord Ram's army would be difficult to subdue, as all the monkey and bear warriors 
who might be wounded or dead during the course of battle of the day would be 
revived during the night, and their number would never diminish. The demon army, 
on the other hand, was getting smaller and smaller in their numbers by each passing 
day as none of the demon fighters could be revived.] 


Mad A araror org: urat óafatorfata: | 
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raghavo me mahan Satruh prapto devavinirmitah | 

hantum tam samare Sighram gacchantu mama yüthapah ıı 7611 
mantrino bandhavah $üra ye ca matpriyakanksinah | 

sarve gacchantu yuddhaya tvaritam mama Sasanat ii 771 


76-77. 'Raghav (Sri Ram) is my great enemy. It appears that the Gods, who are 
inherently my arch enemies and hate me innately, have created him (or sent him) to 
get rid of me. My entire army and its commanders, as well as all those who are my 
friends, well-wishers and loyal to me, who would like to ensure their own welfare and 
well-being by helping me to get rid of this danger from my enemy—I command all 
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such friends and well-wishers and commanders of my army to proceed forthwith to 
the battle-field to eliminate (kill) this enemy of mine. (76-77) 


3 or srceiod ase MRa: grorfarcrar | 
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ye na gacchanti yuddhaya bhiravah pranaviplavat I 

tan hanisyamyaham sarvan macchasanaparanmukhan ıı 7811 
tacchrutva bhayasantrasta nirjagmu ranakovidah | 

atikayah prahasta$ca mahanadamahodarau ıı 791 
devasatrurnikumbhasca devantakanarantakau | 

apare balinah sarve yayuryuddhaya vanaraih ıı 8011 


78-80. Those cowards who do not go to battle fearing for their lives—let them be 
certain that I shall kill all of them who do not obey my orders" (78). 

Hearing these stern orders of Ravana and fearful of his wrath, the terrified 
demon warriors, who were skilled in the art of warfare, who were very valiant, 
courageous, brave and strong—such as the demons named Atikai, Prahast, Mahanad, 
Mahodar, Devshatru, Nikumbh, Devantak, Narantak—all of them departed for the 
battle-field to fight the monkeys and take them head-on (79-80). 


[Note—'The poor demons had no choice. No matter how reluctant they might have 
been to go and face the wrath of the Lord’s army, but when they found that if they 
demurred a bit more then Ravana would certainly do them to death, they decided to 
embrace death with the dignity of a brave warrior rather than die an ignominious 
death like a coward. ] 
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81-82. Those above named demons, as well as numerous other hundreds of thousands 
of demon warriors who were matchless in their bravery and courage, who were 
intoxicated with the pride of their valour, strength, potentials, bravery and might, 
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entered the ranks of the monkey army, and began thrashing and crushing them 
relentlessly (81). 

They attacked the commanders of the monkey army with ‘Bhushandi or 
Bhushundi’ (an ancient weapon of war; used to pierce the enemy in close duels or 
slice through his body; probably a dagger), ‘Bhindipal’ (an ancient weapon that was 
like a spike or spear thrown at the enemy), arrows, swords, battle-axes, and many 
other different sorts of sharp and formidable weapons of war (82). 
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te padapaih parvatagrairnakhadamstrai$ca mustibhih | 
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83-85. Here, the brave monkey warriors used trees, rocks and boulders uprooted from 
mountains, as well as their own nails, teeth (to tear at and bite the flesh of the 
demons) and clenched fists (which they used to punch at them) etc. to hit back at the 
demon army with all the ferocity and might in their command, thereby rendering the 
demon army in general, and their commanders in particular, lifeless. 

[To wit, it was a closely fought hand-to-hand battle of extreme ferocity.] (83). 


Out of those demons, some were killed at the hands of Lord Sri Ram, some by 
Sugriv, and others by Hanuman, Angad, the great Laxman, and various other brave 
monkey warriors. In this manner, all those demons were killed (84). 

Since the divine cosmic energy and dynamism that was unleashed by Sri Ram 
had injected the monkey warriors with stupendous energy and blessed them with 
invincibility, they had become extremely ferocious and a formidable force to reckon 
with; they had acquired astounding force, punch, might, valour, prowess and 
potentials against which the poor demons could not stand. 

Otherwise say, how could these humble monkeys and bears become so potent 
a fighting force that was so powerful, so effective, so able, so strong, so valiant and so 
proficient in the battle-field that they could easily trounce the once famed army of the 
demons (who had some time ago crushed even the so-called mighty gods of heaven 
with extreme ease and impunity) had it not been for the miraculous effect of Lord 
Ram's divine majesty and cosmic powers that defy understanding and measurement? 
(85). 
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[Note—Eight among the chief commanders of the demon army as listed in verse nos. 
79-80 had died in this battle which was joined by Sri Ram and Laxman themselves as 
is clear from verse no. 84. 

Verse no. 85 clearly attributes the victory of the monkey and bear army to the 
blessings of Lord Ram, and to the Lord’s mystical powers, his cosmic energy, his 
majestic authority and his stupendous dynamism that led his army to a resounding 
victory in the war against a formidable enemy who was a little while ago regarded as 
a force that could not be faced by anyone, no matter how strong he was, anywhere in 
the world. ] 
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86. Lord Sri Ram is the Lord of the entire creation; he is the Lord of everything in this 
creation; he is all pervading and omnipresent; he is the controller of all and one who 
determines the destiny and fate of everything and everyone in existence; he is truly 
eternally blissful and self-contented. 

Inspite of these divine virtues, he follows the behaviour of an ordinary human 
being because he has assumed that body by employing his Maya, which is the Lord’s 
cosmic powers that create illusions. 

[To wit, though the Lord has a cosmic form that is invisible, without any 
attributes, all-pervading, sublime and subtle in nature, yet he appears like an ordinary 
human being because of the effect of Maya that the Lord employed to give an 
impression that he is an ordinary man like the rest of the human race.]! 

It is such a wonder that he spreads his playful activities to the battle-field and 
fights this battle that is so deceptive (because it raises doubts in the mind about the 
Lord's true identity, and creates a erroneous impression that he is an ordinary man). 

[To wit, if Lord Ram wants, he can finish off the entire demon army by merely 
blinking at them. But he wishes not to do so for the purpose of creating a legendary 
Story which his devotees will sing and narrate for all times to come. Such Stories are 
called ‘Kathas and Leelas’ of the Lord which he had performed for the benefit of his 
devotees during one of his manifestations in this mortal world.] (86). 


[Note—'Lord Ram had to maintain the sanctity of the creator Brahma's boons given 
to Ravana according to which the demon king could be killed only by a human being. 
(Refer: Adhyatma Ramayan, Uttar Kand, Canto 2, verse nos. 10-15.} 

So the Lord had to keep his true identity a top secret.] 
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Thus ends the discourse between Lord Shiva and Uma as narrated in Adhyatma 
Ramayan, Uddha/Lanka Kand, Canto 5.] 


Sub-section: 15.2.2 — Lanka Kand, Canto 6, verse nos. 1-63:- 


gazda Sard | 
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$rimahadeva uvaca | 

$rutva yuddhe balam nastamatikayamukham mahat | 
ravano duhkhasantaptah krodhena mahata"vrtah ıı 111 
nidhayendrajitam lankaraksanartham mahadyutih | 
svayam jagama yuddhaya ramena saha raksasah i 211 


1-2. Lord Shiva resumed his narration and said—'Oh Parvati! Hearing that the large 
army led by Atikai etc. has been completely devastated in the battle, Ravana was 
dismayed and overcome with extreme remorse and gloom. He was greatly agitated 
with anger, wrath and vengeance (1). 

That most energetic, agile and valiant demon appointed Indrajeet (Meghanad, 
his son) to take care of the internal security of the city of Lanka, and himself set off, 
along with other demons, to fight with Lord Sri Ram! (2). 


[Note— According to this version of the grand Story of the Ramayan, it was Ravana 
who had shot Laxman and wounded him, as we shall read in this Canto, whereas in 
the version of as narrated in Ram Charit Manas of Goswami Tulsidas it was 
Meghanad who fought and wounded Laxman as we have already read earlier in Sub- 
section 15.1 of this Book.] 
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patayamasa sugrivapramukhan yüthanayakan ıı 411 
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3-4. Riding on a majestic and magnificent chariot, and armed to the teeth with all his 
arms, armaments and weapons of war, that most strong and valiant king of demons 
(Ravana) charged at Sri Ram (3). 

Killing a number of monkeys with his deadly arrows, which were poisonous 
like serpents (i.e. they were poison-tipped and fierce, and whosoever they struck fell 
down), he fell Sugriv and many other chief commanders of the monkey army, making 
them fall unconscious on the ground by his volley of ferocious arrows! (4). 


[Note—'The arrows shot by Ravana killed many monkey warriors and injured others. 
The phrase “poisonous like serpents” is a figure of speech to indicate that these 
arrows were deadly and tipped with poison. Some who were struck with them fell 
down and died, but there were many others who did not actually die but were merely 
gravely wounded, for they “fell unconscious on the ground".] 
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ityuktva laksmano bhimam capamadaya viryavan | 
vibhisanasya puratah sthito'kampa ivacalah i 711 


5-7. Seeing the most valiant and courageous Vibhishan was standing in his path with 
his battle-mace in hand, ready to challenge him, Ravana shot him with a very 
powerful weapon called ‘Maha-Shakti’ given to him by a demon named Maidanav 
(5). 

Seeing that fierce weapon approaching Vibhishan with a clear intent to kill 
him, Laxman thought: 'I wot that this prince of demons has been blessed with 
fearlessness by Lord Sri Ram!. Hence, he must not be allowed to die or be harmed at 
any cost' (6). 

Therefore, Laxman, who was very gallant, valiant, valorous and strong, 
decided to intervene and take the hit of Ravana's weapon himself in order to protect 
Vibhishan. 

So he, Laxman, took his powerful bow in his hand and stood like a sturdy 
mountain in front of Vibhishan, putting the latter behind him and separating him from 
Ravana who approached Vibhishan menacingly (7). 


[Note— Lord Ram had granted his protection to Vibhishan at the time the latter had 
surrendered before the Lord—apropos: Adhyatma Ramayan, Lanka/Yudha Kand, 
Canto 3, verse nos. 10-13; 42-47. 
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So Laxman decided that he will allow no harm to befall Vibhishan. ] 
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8-9. That specially charged (or energised) weapon shot by Ravana at Vibhishan was 
infallible, so it forced its way and entered the body of Laxman (because he was 
standing in front of Vibhishan). 

All the magically empowered and specially charged weapons of war that can 
ever be created or produced by Maya in this world', Lord Vishnu (the Supreme 
Being) is the basic source of their origin, their existence, their strength, their 
potentials and effects (because the Lord is the Supreme Being, the supreme Authority 
and the supreme Lord-Emperor of this creation). 

[To wit, Lord Vishnu is the almighty Authority under whose command 
everything exists in this world, and these weapons are no exception. ‘Maya’ is the 
Lord's cosmic powers representing his majesty, his dynamism and his mystical ability 
to carry out his wishes. Just like all weapons of an army are deemed to be under the 
authority and command of a king who is the commander-in-chief of his army, 
similarly all weapons that exist in this creation are under the command of Lord 
Vishnu whose visible form was in the person of Lord Ram.] 

Laxman who was as great as Lord Sheshnath (the celestial serpent who holds 
the universe on his hoods, and who had manifested himself as Laxman to serve Lord 
Vishnu) himself, and who was also an image of Lord Vishnu (because Seshnath and 
Vishnu are inseparable from one another^—say then is it ever possible that any 
weapon, no matter how powerful it is, can actually ever harm him? 

[To wit, no weapon can harm Laxman as he is a fractional manifestation of 
Lord Vishnu, the *Lord of all weapons'. He appears to be wounded by Ravana's shot 
because of the effect of Lord's Maya—his powers to create delusions, giving an 
illusory impression that *Laxman was gravely injured by Ravana's weapon and lost 
his consciousness". The matter of the fact is that it was nothing but a “‘smoke-screen’ 
of deception created by Maya.] (8-9). 


[Note— The weapons that were used by Ravana during the ferocious no-holds-barred 
war can be compared to the weapons of our modern world. Those weapons were very 
powerful and effective, were state-of-the-art and technically advanced weapons, 
comparable to modern-day chemical, biological, nuclear and other such weapons of 
mass destruction, or missiles and rockets and guns and grenades that are widely used 
in warfare. 

The term “Maya” refers to the almighty Lord's cosmic energy and dynamism 
that can achieve impossible feats. In relation with the weapons that were used at the 
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time this term means that these weapons were exceptionally powerful and effective. 
Their ability to cause destruction and havoc was unparalleled. Even an ordinary 
looking weapon such as an arrow could unleash and spew such raging fire and 
brimstone and vengeance upon anything it is aimed at that huge armies could perish 
under the attack of one such arrow if it is so wanted or wished. 


? According to metaphysics and the Upanishads, everything that exists in this world 
was created by Brahm, the cosmic pure Consciousness. Brahm has revealed himself in 
the form of everything; everything is an ‘image of Brahm’, from the most microscopic 
to the most gigantic, from the inanimate to the animate, from the subtle and sublime 
to the gross, from the invisible to the visible. In fact, there is nothing in this creation 
that is ‘not’? Brahm. 

Hence, Laxman too is an image of Lord Vishnu who is the cosmic form of this 
Brahm. 

Lord Vishnu, the second god of the Trinity, is the sustainer and protector of 
this creation created by Lord Brahma, the first god of the Trinity. Lord Shiva, the 
third god of this Trinity, is however responsible for conclusion or bringing to an end 
of this creation. 

In order to sustain this creation and help it to develop and flourish, Lord 
Vishnu needs a base upon which to rest his charge; so he invariably needs Seshnath’s 
support as the latter holds the world aloft on his hoods and prevents it from collapsing 
and sinking into the nether world. Therefore, Lord Vishnu invariably depends upon 
Seshnath to carry on with his duties properly, which is like saying that ‘Vishnu is 
inseparable from Seshnath'.] 
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10-13. Still, since the Lord was in the form of a human, he behaved accordingly, and 
becoming unconscious (due to the effect of the weapon known as Maha-Shakti), he 
fell to the ground. 
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In order to take the unconscious Laxman away with him back to Lanka, 
Ravana (10) tried to lift him up, but he was unsuccessful in doing so. This made him 
very astonished'. Indeed say, how can a lowly and humble demon lift someone who 
supports the whole world from below (in his primary form as Seshnath, the celestial 
serpent who is believed to hold the world on his hoods), and who also holds Lord 
Vishnu, the Supreme Being, as he reclines on his coiled body on the surface of the 
Kshir Sagar, the celestial ocean of milk? 

When Hanuman (Maruti, the son of the wind god) observed that Ravana wants 
to take Laxman (son of Sumitra) away from the battle-field (12), he became very 
angry and punched Ravana ferociously in the chest with his Bajra-like? clenched fists. 
Reeling under the severity of this impact, Ravana swooned and tottered and fell to the 
ground on his knees (13). 


[Note—'Why was Ravana so astonished when he could not lift Lord Ram lying on the 
ground? It is because Ravana was no ordinary demon; he had such stupendous 
strength in his arms that one day he had lifted Mt. Kailash, the abode of Lord Shiva, 
to bring it to Lanka. It was during this mischief of his that Lord Shiva’s favourite 
mount known as Nandi, the Bull, had cursed Ravana that one day it would be a human 
being helped by monkeys who will cause his death. {Refer: Adhyatma Ramayan, 
Uttar Kand, Canto 2, verse nos. 55-56.} 


?The “Bajra” is the weapon of Indra; commonly called thunderbolt. It is said to be the 
most powerful and infallible weapon that ever existed. ] 
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14-16. A lot of blood spouted from Ravana's mouth, eyes and ears; he was jolted so 
severely that he began swooning and tottering, and the world turned in circles before 
his eyes. Nevertheless, he somehow managed to lift and drag himself to board the rear 
of his chariot (14). 

Thereafter, Hanuman lifted Laxman in his arms and brought him to where 
Lord Sri Ram was (15). 

For the sake of Hanuman, for the sake of his devotion, faith and natural 
affection for him, Laxman became very light so as to be allowed to be lifted easily, 
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though it is true that he (Laxman) is the heaviest of the most heavy elements in this 
creation’. (16) 


[Note—'Laxman made himself light so that Hanuman would be able to easily lift him 
and take him to Lord Ram. This was done in deference to Hanuman's deep sense of 
devotion and love for both Laxman and Lord Ram, and his vow to serve them till the 
last breath of his life. Laxman thought that if Hanuman failed to lift him and take him 
to Lord Ram then he will feel he has failed in his commitment of service to the two 
brothers, and this may prove fatal, because then Hanuman may himself decide to end 
his life rather than face the ignominy of failing to serve Lord Ram and his brother 
Laxman in their hour of need. ] 
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17-19. Realising (or recognising) that he (Laxman) was but a part (a fraction) of Lord 
Narayan (Lord Vishnu) himself, that powerful weapon called ‘Shakti’ bounced-off 
him (or, left him alone) and went back to Ravana's chariot’. There, Ravana too 
gradually regained consciousness (17). 

Ravana became very angry and exasperated; taking his bow, he rushed at Lord 
Sri Ram menacingly. Seeing him coming in his direction, the Lord too became 
extremely wrathful (18). The Lord of the world (i.e. Lord Sri Ram) climbed on the 
shoulders of Hanuman, who was very valiant and exceptionally gallant, and seeing 
Ravana who was astride his chariot, the Lord rushed towards him? (19). 


[Note— It is like the case of a ray of light bouncing off from a mirror, or from a well 
polished and glazed surface. It is also observed, though rarely, that a stroke of 
thunderbolt descending from the cloud in a shaft of dazzling light to strike the world 
below would sometimes bounces off the surface where it first lands, and then either 
jumps from one object to another till its energy is dissipated, or it may land on the 
ground after the first bounce and vanish inside the bowls of the earth. 

To wit, the weapon known as ‘Shakti’ that was shot by Ravana was like a 
dazzling shaft of high energy equivalent to that of a thunderbolt. When it hit Laxman 
on the chest, it could not pierce it, but bounced-off it, rebounding and going back to 
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the place from where it came. Boomerang also works in the same way—it comes back 
to the place from where it is shot. 

In our modern world we are aware of bullet-proof jackets through which 
bullets do not pass. So there is no wonder in this Shakti not being able to pierce 
Laxman’s chest, for it is possible that Laxman was protected by some kind of 
invisible protective shield that he wore, against which this Shakti was ineffective. 


“Lord Ram has mounted Hanuman’s shoulders more than once. The first time was 
when the two brothers, Lord Ram and Laxman, had mounted on Hanuman's shoulders 
as he took them to the summit of the hill to meet Sugriv, the prince of the monkeys— 
apropos: Adhyatma Ramayan, Kishkindha Kand, Canto 1, verse nos. 27-29. 

The second time was when the Lord and his army started on their journey to 
the shore of the southern ocean to launch a campaign to vanquish the demons and free 
Sita. At this time Lord Ram had himself commanded that he would mount on the 
shoulders of Hanuman, and Laxman would sit astride the shoulders of Angad— 
apropos: Adhyatma Ramayan, Lanka Kand, Canto 1, verse no. 31.] 
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20-22. Sri Ram strung the string of his bow which made such a formidable and loud 
twang that it could demolish and turn to rubble (i.e. break into splinters) even the 
mighty and strong weapon known as ‘Bajra’ by the energy of its sound waves!. 

Then Sri Ram addressed Ravana in a very grave and serious manner in his 
voice (20)—'Oh you evil, pervert, lowly and wicked demon! Though I have a calm 
and even mind that remains steady and equitable, treating all the creatures equally and 
with equanimity, not differentiating one from the other, but still you have offended 
me unnecessarily. How dare you wish to escape from me now? 

Stop; wait for a while (21). 

Oh, come on! I shall now kill you using the arrow which I had used earlier to 
slay the other demons (e.g. the demons Khar, Dushan etc.) who attacked me on other 
occasions at different places that were inhabited^.' (22). 


[Note—'The Bajra is a weapon of Indra, the king of gods. It is made of the toughest 
of all existing materials. The sound waves generated by the twang of Lord Ram's bow 
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were so strong and had such high potential of energy concentrated in them that they 
could break to pieces even the Bajra if they struck against it. This example is used in a 
metaphoric way to give an idea of the huge sound that was produced when Lord Ram 
pulled the string of his fierce bow and then released it with a deafening, ear-splitting 
twang. 


?The term “other inhabited places” refers to areas in and near forests where sages and 
hermits lived and established their hermitages, where they practiced their religious 
vows. Lord Ram had visited many of them during his journey through the forest. The 
demons used to live in the surrounding forests and torment these sages. Lord Ram had 
slayed many of them. Some of the demons slayed by Lord Ram were the following: 
(a) Tadka and Subahu who were killed near the hermitage of sage Vishwamitra— 
apropos: Adhyatma Ramayan, Baal Kand, (1) Canto 4, verse nos. 26-32 (Tadka); (ii) 
Canto 5, verse nos. 5-8 (Subahu); (b) Viradh—apropos: Adhyatma Ramayan, Aranya 
Kand, Canto 1, verse nos. 17-34; (c) Khar and Dushan—apropos: Adhyatma 
Ramayan, Aranya Kand, Canto 5, verse nos. 26-35; (d) Marich—apropos: Adhyatma 
Ramayan, Aranya Kand, Canto 7, verse nos. 16-20. 

These places referred to by Lord Ram where he slayed the other demons were 
different from Lanka, because in Lanka only the demons lived, it was ‘inhabited only 
by the demons’, whereas all other places were ‘inhabited by human beings’, and the 
demons hid themselves in forested areas, away from human population. This is why 
the Lord uses the phrase “other inhabited areas".] 
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23-24. Hearing these words of Sri Ram, Ravana shot very sharp, fierce and 
potentially effective arrows at the son of the wind-god (Hanuman) who was presently 
the mount of Raghav (Sri Ram) (in order to seriously wound him and render him unfit 
for participating in the war)'. (23) 

But inspite of being hit by those violent arrows, the son of the wind-god's 
strength and valour went on progressively increasing, and that great monkey roared 
thunderously; he yelled fiercely with renewed vigour (24). 


[Note—'In earlier days when chariots were used during wars, the enemy aimed at the 
chariot and the charioteer as well as the horses so that the king or the army 
commander riding on it is forced to abandon it. This restricted his movement and the 
ability to command his troops, because these chariots were often used as battle-field 
command-and-control units. Their breaking also acted as a big demoralising factor for 
the army. 
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So, Ravana intended to wound Hanuman and force Lord Ram to dismount. 
Injuring Hanuman would also help to push aside a formidable War-Horse of Lord 
Ram, for Ravana feared Hanuman more than anyone else. ] 
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25-26. When the most superior of the Raghus (i.e. Lord Sri Ram) saw that Hanuman 
has been injured, he became extremely angry and ferocious as if he were a 
personification of a second ‘Kaal Rudra’ (the form of Shiva which is regarded as a 
manifestation of death, destruction, wrath, vengeance and retribution) (25). 

The Lord swiftly used a shower of his own acutely potent and sharp arrows to 
easily smash (destroy) Ravana's horses, chariot, charioteer and war-standard, as well 
as all the arms and weapons that were carried by him in this chariot, such as his bow, 
and the ceremonial umbrellas, royal insignia of the demon kingdom etc. that were also 
stored in the chariot! (26). 


[Note— It was Ravana who had taken the first step in this direction—of trying to 
destroy the enemy's mount by shooting at Hanuman. Nothing however happened to 
Hanuman; but on the contrary, the tables were turned quickly on Ravana when Lord 
Ram retaliated with his own volley of arrows that demolished the demon king's 
chariot along with all its paraphernalia of war.] 
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27-29. Thereafter, the best amongst the Raghus (Sri Ram) shot his arrows that were 
as powerful and effective as Bajra, the ‘thunderbolt’, which is a strong weapon of 
Indra that he had used to reduce the mighty mountains to rubble; these formidable 
arrows pierced through Ravana’s body and perforated it like a sieve (27). 

Being hit and severely wounded thus by the hail of arrows shot by Lord Sri 
Ram, that brave warrior (Ravana) lost his bearings; he swooned and fell down 
unconscious; and his mighty bow slipped from his hand and fell down before Sri 
Ram, the Lord who was the best in king Raghu's race (28). 

Then he (Lord Sri Ram) lopped off the crown—which was as splendorous as 
the sun—from Ravana’s head by shooting an arrow with a sickle-shaped tip. [The 
arrow cut-off Ravana’s crown from his head in the same way as a farmer uses his 
farming tool known as a sickle to cut and trim his crop, or lop off unwanted branches 
and twigs of trees as well as useless plants from his farmland. ] 

Then Sri Ram said, 'You are wounded and feeling miserable due to being 
injured by my arrows. Hence, I order you to go away form here for the time being’ 
(29). 


[Note—'Remarkable indeed! The reader must note how great warriors adhered to the 
principles of ethics and right conduct even during war times in ancient days. Lord 
Ram could have easily killed Ravana when he lay wounded and unconsciousness on 
the ground before him, with his chariot, horses, arms and armaments all destroyed by 
the Lord as mentioned in verse no. 26 herein above. At that moment, Lord Ram's job 
of getting rid of his enemy was very easy. But no, he did not kill a fallen enemy. This 
single instance is a very good and noble example of high and ethical standards that 
were followed during warfare in earlier times. 

One will not fail to see the sharp contrast with what happens in our so-called 
civilised, cultured and modern society—where killing one’s enemy unawares in a 
cowardly and unethical fashion, such as in an ambush, a terror attack, secret 
poisoning, remote-controlled weapons, or some other secret and clandestine methods 
that are routinely employed by spies and secret agents of countries and their 
militaries, rogue and not-rogue, to eliminate their adversaries, when the victim is 
unarmed or unprepared to offer any resistance, is more often followed as standard 
practice, rather than an exception, all over the world. 

It will be noted that wars in ancient times were fought according to principles 
of ethics and morality that conformed to the rules of conduct set for warfare, such as 
ending the day’s battle at evening, starting the next day’s battle after sunrise, not 
killing a fallen warrior, giving protection or grant of life if the enemy asks for mercy, 
not killing an unarmed opponent, etc. But unfortunately, in our civilised and modern 
world such situations are seen as golden chances to rid off one’s enemy with the least 
effort and incurring the least collateral damage. ] 
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mahatya lajjaya yukto lankam pravisadaturah | 
ramo'pi laksmanam drstva murcchitam patitam bhuvi ii 3111 


30-31. You go and take rest in Lanka today, then see my might and valour tomorrow 
(when you come to face me again after a night's rest)’. 

Then being severely incapacitated and miserably wounded, and having his 
pride, ego, haughtiness and arrogance crushed, Ravana (30) returned shyly to Lanka; 
he was full of gloom, shame and regrets. 

Meanwhile, Lord Sri Ram saw that Laxman was lying unconscious on the 
ground (31). 
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tatah praha hanümantam vatsa jivaya laksmanam ıı 3211 
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tatheti raghavenokto jagamasu mahakapih i 331 
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etasminnantare cara ravanaya nyavedayan I! 3411 


32-34. [When Lord Ram saw his brother lying unconscious on the ground—] He 
began grieving (for Laxman) like an ordinary human under the influence of 
delusions’. 

The Lord said to Hanuman, 'Oh son (vatsa)! As you had done earlier’, bring 
the great herb that has a rejuvenating property to revive Laxman and all other 
monkeys'. 

When Raghav (Sri Ram) had said so, the great monkey, Hanuman (33), said 
‘alright’, and he immediately started off on the mission of bringing the required herb, 
with a speed that of the wind". He crossed the great ocean (that separated Lanka from 
the mainland towards its northern borders, and over which the Lord had got a bridge 
constructed earlier in order to cross over to Lanka with his mighty army) in a fraction 
of a moment (i.e. very quickly). 

Just about that time, the spies of Ravana ran to inform him about the latest 
developments, and submitted their report as follows (34)— 


[Note— When a person sees his dear brother mortally wounded and thinks that he 
will not survive, he starts grieving and lamenting for him. Lord Ram knew very well 
that nothing would happen to Laxman because he is all-knowing and omniscient; that 
Laxman's fainting and falling down was just for show. Still the Lord grieved and 
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expressed his regret at the decision of sending Laxman to the battle-field as if he was 
under the sway of delusions like an ordinary man would be. 

Why did the Lord behave this way? It was to maintain the secret that he was 
an incarnate Supreme Being, Lord Vishnu, who has come down in the form of a 
human being to eliminate the scourge of the evil demons who had been mercilessly 
tormenting the creatures of the Lord’s world, making the Lord obliged to personally 
intervene and provide succour to his creatures who depended on him for their 
protection and happiness. 


?Refer to: Adhyatma Ramayan, Lanka Kand, Canto 5, verse nos. 71-74. It is obvious 
why Lord Ram entrusted Hanuman with this job of bringing the herb that would 
revive Laxman. The Lord knew that Hanuman alone was capable of this unique feat, 
because he had done it earlier too when he had brought the Mandrachal Mountain on 
the orders of the Lord so that the wounded monkeys could be brought back to life as 
narrated in the verses referred to here. 


*Hanuman sailed through the sky with the swiftness of a storm or a gale-force wind, 
with little or no resistance from any obstruction found on the ground below, such as 
from ocean, rivers, mountains, hills, forests, valleys, etc. ] 
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ramena presito deva hanuman ksirasagaram | 

gato netum laksmanasya jivanartham mahausadhih ıı 3511 
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jagama ratravekaki kalanemigrham ksanat ıı 3611 


35-36. 'Oh Lord! Sri Ram has sent Hanuman to the ‘Kshir Sagar’ (the legendary 
ocean of milk), and he has gone there with the errand of bringing the great herb to 
revive Laxman' (35). 

Hearing their report, the king (Ravana) became alarmed and very worried. He 
instantly, even though it was an improper hour of the night (ratra---) to visit 
someone, went alone to the house of Kalnemi (36). 
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kalanemiruvacedam prafijalirbhayavihvalah | 
arghyadikam tatah krtva ravanasyagratah sthitah ıı 3711 
kim te karomi rajendra kimagamanakaranam | 
kalanemimuvacedam ravano duhkhapiditah i1 3811 


37-38. Seeing Ravana come home to visit him at that odd hour of the night, Kalnemi 
was surprised and perplexed (and wandered at the probable reasons for his coming to 
him). 

Kalnemi though showed his due respect to the visitor (Ravana) by offering 
water to clean his feet, and then stood before him with folded hands, but secretly very 
worried and terrified about what Ravana proposed to say to him. 

After initial formalities were over, Kalnemi said politely (37), 'Oh King of 
kings (rajendra)! With what purpose have you come here today? Say what can I do 
for you; how can I serve you?' 

Then Ravana said sombrely! to Kalnemi (38)— 


[Note—'Ravana was overcome with fear of the impending danger to the demon army 
if Laxman was revived, because he feared that now Laxman would unleash the might 
of his anger and wrath upon them with a vengeance, and being well aware that 
Laxman was an incarnation of Lord Seshnath, the thousand hooded serpent who 
supports the world on his hoods, Ravana was all the more terrified at the prospect of 
the scorching venom that would spout out of Laxman and fall upon the demons when 
he loses his cool, roasting them alive, and scorching them to a horrifying death. 

Added to this worry was another: He was sure that stopping Hanuman was 
virtually an impossible thing, as he had witnessed Hanuman's abilities during the 
Burning of Lanka. 

These gloomy and foreboding thoughts clouded his mind, making him feel 
sore affright and overcome with anxiousness that made him extremely upset.] 
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39-41. 'Due to circumstances and bad times, I too am suffering from distress and 
despair today’. The brave Laxman is lying on the ground after being hit and injured 
by my Shakti that I shot at him (39). 

Hanuman has gone to fetch a medicinal herb that would revive him. Oh you 
who are so great (“mahamate”; Kalnemi)*! You should do something that creates an 
obstacle in Hanuman's way in order to stop him (or at least delay him) (40). 

You should assume a form of a hermit using your powers to create illusions, 
and try to lead the great monkey astray so that the time-slot for using the medicinal 
herb expires”. After that, you can return home.' (41). 


[Note— Ravana was so confident of himself, of his inviolable authority, invincibility 
and power that he thought were supreme and superseded all others in this creation, 
that he erroneously thought that he was immune to and beyond the purview of the 
Laws of Nature so much so that despair, sorrow, grief, misery and misfortune that 
were a natural phenomena to effect all creatures in this mortal world, and no one, 
including the Supreme Being in the form of Lord Ram was spared from it, would dare 
not touch him. So, he was extremely astonished himself that these negative emotions 
have affected him that fateful night. This is why he uses the phrase “I too am ---”. 


^Ravana was very selfish, so he uses this term to praise Kalnemi to make him feel 
honoured and respected so that it would be easy for Ravana to play with his inflated 
ego in order to prevail upon him to risk his life to somehow stop Hanuman. 


>The herb was to be administered before dawn, after which it would be rendered 
ineffective.] 
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42-44. Hearing these words of Ravana, Kalnemi said to him, 'Oh Lord Ravana! 
Listen to what I have to say to you, and accept it as the truth and a prudent advice 
(42). 

I will do whatever is good for you, and for doing that I do not care for my own 
life. [But, say, what is the use, what is the real benefit of doing what you wish me to 
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do?] Whatever had happened to Marich in the form of the decoy deer in the 
Dandkaranya forest earlier! (43) would also be my fate. 

[To wit, like Marich was killed by Lord Ram when he was forced by you to 
become a deer with a golden hide so that you could steal Sita, it appears that in all 
likelihood this would be my fate too; I too would die for following your orders.] 

Oh the 10-headed Ravana! There is no doubt about it happening. A number of 
your sons, grandsons and many of your kith and kin, as well as many other demons 
have already been killed (44). 


[Note—'This incident of the slaying of Marich by Lord Ram is narrated in Adhyatma 
Ramayan, Aranya Kand, Canto 6, verse nos. 1-41; and Canto 7, verse nos. 1-20.] 
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45-46. By getting the demon race killed or destroyed one by one in the war, what will 
you benefit even by living yourself, by having your kingdom with all its inhabitants 
dead or maimed in war, by having Sita as a trophy of this devastating war, or by being 
able to retain a body that is outright gross and sinful? (45). 

Oh the one with very strong arms (mahabaho)! I sincerely advise you to give 
Sita back to Sri Ram, and the kingdom to Vibhishan, and then you should renounce 
the world and go to a pleasant forest inhabited by sages, hermits and ascetics (to do 
penances and austerities in their company, to repent and atone for your past sinful life, 
and make strong efforts for redemption of your soul) (46). 
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47-48. There (in Lanka), have a bath in the morning with clean water (i.e. refresh 
yourself), perform your Sandhya! (i.e. do your religious duty of offering prayers in the 
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morning) and any other religious sacrament that you routinely observe. Then sit on a 
comfortable seat (such as a prayer mat) in a lonely and secluded place (47). 

Then, gradually, step by step, you should detach yourself from all exterior 
attachments and contacts with the gross world of senses and sensual pleasures, 
abandon your attachment with all external objects of this material world, and divert 
your mind and its attention from the outside world towards your innerself (which is 
pure consciousness, and is known as the Atma)’ (48). 


[Note—'The “Sandhya” is a religious sacrament observed three times a day, in the 
morning, at noon and in the evening. Prayers are offered to one’s deity during these 
times. It is derived from the word ‘Sandhi’, meaning a junction point. Hence, it refers 
to those three times of the day when two phases meet each other, viz. the dawn hours 
when night and day meet; noon hours when morning meets afternoon hours; and dusk 
or twilight hours when day meets night once again. 


*Kalnemi advises Ravana to meditate and abandon his attachment with this gross 
material world of sensual objects, for this is the right thing for him to do as it would 
give him eternal peace, and help his soul to find emancipation and salvation. What he 
is presently doing and plans to do in future is absolutely wrong; it will tie his soul 
eternally to suffer from miseries and worries from which he would never find 
deliverance if he did not heed his (Kalnemi’s) wise advice now. | 
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49-50. Oh Anagh! (*anagha"; someone who is ‘sinless, pure and faultless’)! Always 
treat your Atma (soul, pure self, pure consciousness) as being a separate and distinct 
entity from your ‘Prakriti’ (i.e. your nature; the inherent tendencies and inclinations of 
your physical gross body). 

This whole animate as well as inanimate world is gross. It components consist 
of a gross physical body, the mind-intellect apparatus, and the sense organs etc. that 
are associated with this body (49). 

The world has two other aspects, the visual and the audible. The ‘visual world’ 
is the one which a creature directly sees and witnesses, and the ‘audible world’ is that 
about which he has only heard of. The entire creation, right from its cosmic aspect 
where its creator Brahma is present, to its microcosmic aspect pertaining to the 
physical gross world of the present time where the creature himself lives, comes under 
this ambit. 

It is also called ‘Prakriti’ or Nature. Another name for it is ‘Maya’ because it 
is illusive and delusory in nature^*(50). 


1553 


[Note—'Ravana has been called ‘Anagh’ by Kalnemi because he is talking about the 
Atma or the soul of Ravana which is his true identity. This Atma is a pure entity 
because it is pure consciousness which is always sinless and without any worldly 
taints. It is the gross body which may be sinful, definitely not the Atma. 


*Why so? It is because of the paradox that ‘what is seen is not the truth, and the truth 
is not seen’. The creature thinks that the physical world in which it lives is the real 
thing because it can see and feel this world and its objects. But the creature makes a 
grave error of judgement in this—because this world is a creation of the mind, hence 
it is imaginary and deluding; the world is gross and transient, not stable and universal 
as something that is ‘True’ ought to be, for ‘truth’ never changes while the world is 
ever-changing. Hence, it cannot be ‘true’. 

Then what is the true ‘Truth’? According to the principles of metaphysics 
expounded by the Upanishads, this ‘true Truth’, the reality, is known as ‘pure 
Consciousness’. It is the actual entity that gives life and meaning to everything in 
existence, but the irony is that it cannot be ‘seen or felt’. 

Hence it is said that ‘what is seen is not the truth, and the truth is not seen’. 


*Here, Kalnemi advised Ravana to stop pursuing a mirage, stop wasting his time and 
energy in seeking worldly glory and fame by defeating Lord Ram and gaining his 
wife Sita as a trophy of war. This will not give him peace or happiness, for even if he 
succeeds in his effort, this success would be as short-lived as any other thing in this 
mortal and transient world. So what’s the sense of pursuing something that has no 
longevity and steadiness? 

By addressing Ravana as ‘Anagh’, Kalnemi tries to draw his attention to his 
true identity, to his ‘pure self’, to his Atma, and wake him up from the sleep of 
delusions that has made him think that his physical body is his identity. This being the 
case, Kalnemi asks Ravana as to why is he unwittingly tainting his otherwise taintless 
Atma by indulging in un-righteous deeds, and evil, sinful behaviour? | 
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51-52. It (i.e. Maya—which is delusion-creating cosmic powers of the Supreme 
Being) creates three types of creatures who are subjects of the supreme Lord. 

These three types of creatures have the following characteristics that 
distinguish one from the other in physical terms: (i) Those who are considered ‘white’ 
(i.e. creatures with Satvik tendencies), (11) those who have a ‘rust-iron’ hue (i.e. 
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creatures with Rajsik tendencies), and (iii) those who have a ‘dark’ feature (i.e. 
creatures with Tamsik tendencies)’. 

These characters and their bearers form the gross physical body of this huge 
Tree known as this creation (51). 

The same Maya uses its magical powers to create a veil of delusions upon the 
Atma, the ‘pure-self? of the creature, making it feel, though erroneously, that there is 
no difference between his Atma and his gross physical body. To wit, he begins to 
associate ‘true self’, which is his Atma, with his gross body having characteristics as 
enumerated above. This implies that the taints associated with the gross body are also 
applied uncannily to this Atma, which otherwise is pure, holy and taintless. 

The Atma of an individual creature is a microcosmic form of the Supreme 
Atma that has a macrocosmic existence, and is marked by such virtues as being 
universal, eternal, infinite, constant and blissful. So therefore, the two are virtually 
similar in their characteristic. Hence, to think that the individual’s Atma is corrupt 
like the body is a complete wrong deduction, but this is what Maya actually does 
when it prevails upon the creature to think that his true identity, the Atma, is not 
separate or different from his gross physical body, thereby imposing upon the Atma 
all the faults of the body. 

As a result of this influence of Maya upon the pure self, a strange situation is 
created whereby the foolish creature begins to exhibit all the faults associated with 
this gross world which are symbolically his off-springs—such as having anger, 
malice, desire, greed and lust, as well as different sorts of attachments and 
infatuations etc. (52). 


[Note—'The ‘Satvik’ tendencies are the best tendencies amongst the three. They are 
positive qualities of service, benevolence, mercy, devotion, wisdom, holiness, piety 
etc. 

The ‘Rajsik’ tendencies are the second best quality which produces worldly 
desires, passions, selfishness, obsession, expansion etc. 

The *Tamsik' tendencies are the worst types leading to vices, perversion, 
delusions, deception, gloom, anger, ignorance et al. 

These are collectively called the ‘Three Gunas’. They are all present in 
varying ratios in a creature, and together determine the character of any individual. 
Hence, an individual’s nature and character would depend upon the net effect of how 
these three react and influence each other. 

The colours referred to here are only for symbolic purpose, and not intended to 
make any racial distinction between two individuals. ‘White’ is the colour for purity 
and piety; ‘red’ is the colour for worldly emotions that are hot and passionate; and of 
course ‘dark’ represents everything that is gloomy and worthy of abandoning as being 
unwanted. | 
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Suddho'pyatma yaya yuktah pasyativa sada bahih | 
vismrtya ca svamatmanam mayagunavimohitah ıı 541 


53-54. It (the Maya) casts its delusions upon the Atma of the creature, making it think 
that it is a ‘doer’ of things, and is also the ‘one who enjoys or suffers’ from such 
doings. 

As aresult of this, the Atma becomes a tool at the hands of Maya, which keeps 
on playing its tricks on the creature. The Maya keeps on playing with the creature like 
a child plays with its toy. The creature dances to the tune of Maya like a puppet does 
at the hands of the puppeteer. 

[To wit, once the Maya manages to grip the Atma of a creature, which is the 
‘true self? of an individual, and bring it under its influence, it becomes easy for it to 
twist the mind and intellect of the creature in any way it wants; because it has 
captured his ‘soul’ in the same way evil spirits control a person’s soul. This is the 
primary cause why the creature falls in its trap; the creature then is overcome by 
delusions and begins to long for the world which the Maya has created as its off- 
spring.] (53) 

When the Atma thus becomes a subject of the delusory influences of Maya, it 
loses its own wisdom, and the ability to discriminate between the right and the wrong. 
It forgets its original nature of being pure, untainted, holy and pious; on the contrary it 
assumes a faulty character of being sinful, evil and pervert. 

As a consequence of this unfortunate development, the Atma begins to look at 
the material gross world of sense objects as its true habitat and destiny—which makes 
it lust for it passionately; which makes it yearn for it greedily; which makes it look 
forward to the world for its peace and happiness, oblivious of the fact that it is 
pursuing a mirage seeking water to quench its thirst for attaining peace and happiness 
that always elude him, simply because the world itself is a mirage created by Maya 
(54). 
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55-57. When it (Atma) interacts (1.e. comes in contact or has interface) with a wise, 
learned and self-realised teacher or guide, called a Guru, and the latter ignites the light 
of wisdom and enlightenment in it (or makes the Atma aware of the nature of its real, 
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true self which the Atma had forgotten under the influence/spell of Maya), the Atma 
diverts (or removes) its sight from the external world surrounding it, and instead 
directs its attention once again towards its ‘pure self’, seeing it clearly in its crystal 
clear primary form as an entity that is holy, sublime, pristine pure, wise and 
enlightened, an entity that has no worldly taints, corruptions, negativities and 
blemishes of any kind in it (55). 

When this happens, the creature who has hitherto erroneously thought that *his 
body is his self and identity' is freed from this delusion, thereby becoming truly 
liberated. It is because he is freed from all bondages and fetters that tie ‘him’—1.e. 
‘his true self known as the Atma'—to this gross, perishable and deluding world of 
sense objects. 

Further, when this happens, he is naturally freed from all things associated 
with this world, including the effect of its various 'Gunas', good or bad, as 
enumerated earlier. 

Oh Ravana! You must resolve to exercise self-restraint; you ought to distance 
yourself from your body because it is not ‘you’. Instead, you ought to concentrate you 
attention and meditate upon your 'true form' which is pristine pure, taintless, free 
from corruption and vices, and sublime (i.e. your pure conscious Atma or soul) (56). 
By doing so you will realise that the Atma is different from Nature (represented by 
the physical world—both visual and invisible). As a result, you shall become liberated 
(from the delusions and misconceptions under which you are at present). 

If however, you are unable to concentrate or meditate on the Atma which is 
pure consciousness, but which you may consider to be too abstract an entity to focus 
your mind on, then there is another option for you—should rely on the 'Sagun" 
aspect of the same Supreme Atma that has revealed itself in the form of the Lord (1.e., 
Sri Ram) by having devotion and affection for him, by worshipping and adoring him, 
by having faith and trust in him (57). 


[Note—'The Supreme Being has two aspects—one is ‘Saguna’ and the other is 
‘Nirguna’. The Nirguna aspect has no attributes and physical form, while the Saguna 
aspect has known attributes and form. 

The Nirguna aspect of the Lord refers to his cosmic form that is has no 
attributes, is invisible, all-pervading, all-encompassing, sublime and subtle. This form 
is pure cosmic Consciousness, also known as Brahm. 

The manifested form of this Nirguna aspect is called Saguna, and it has 
‘gunas’, i.e. it has specific characteristics and virtues. 

Brahm's, i.e. pure cosmic Consciousness's, Saguna form is represented by 
Lord Ram at the plane of our gross physical world, while at the cosmic level the same 
Saguna form has a more sublime and subtle existence in the form of Lord Vishnu. 
Since Vishnu is the first revelation of pure cosmic Consciousness, or of ‘Brahm’, 
when it decided to manifest itself, Lord Vishnu has almost the same characteristics as 
Brahm, i.e. he is the Nirguna aspect of Brahm as compared to Lord Ram who is the 
Saguna aspect of the same Brahm. That is why Lord Vishnu is invisible and 
omnipresent while Lord Ram has a visible existence that has its physical limitations. 

There should not be any confusion in this regard; it is a clear and well defined 
concept like the light of day. Just as a blind man can't see in day, and for him day and 
night are the same, ignorant persons fail to understand this basic concept about 
Brahm, Vishnu and Ram.] 
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mrduslaksnatare tatra janakya saha samsthitam i 581 
virasanam vi$alaksam vidyutpufijanibhambaram | 
kiritaharakeyurakaustubhadibhiranvitam ıı 5911 
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58-61. [Till this point Kalnemi has expounded upon the Nirguna aspect of the 
Supreme Being. This form is pure cosmic Consciousness, and it lives in the form of a 
creature's Atma, his soul, residing in his gross physical body. Meditation on the Atma 
is akin to worshipping the supreme Atma known as the Parmatma. This leads to bliss 
and liberation from all miseries associated with the body and the world in which this 
body lives. 

Now, in verse nos. 58-63, Kalnemi describes how to worship the Sagun aspect 
of the same Supreme Being, who in the present case has manifested himself as Lord 
Ram.] 


In the petals of the heart-like lotus there is a gem-studded, very beautiful golden 
throne. On it is seated ‘he’ (Sri Ram—refer verse no. 61) along with Janki (Sita) (58). 


He (Sri Ram) is sitting in the ‘Viraasan’ posture’, has large eyes resembling lotus 
petals; his clothes resemble the splendour, brilliance and radiance of a 'creeper-of- 
light’ as they dazzle and shimmer on his divine form. 

He is adorned by many ornaments, such as a tiara, a necklace, armlets and the 
Kaustav Mani? amongst others. The Lord looks extremely charming in his beauteous 
form (59). 

He wears anklets, ear-pins and nose-pins, and a Vanmala’. The Lord is being 
served by Laxman (his younger brother) holding two bows (one belonging to him and 
the other kept ready for Lord Sri Ram) (60). 

The Lord is the one who resides in the heart of all the creatures as their ‘true 
self? or Atma; as a microcosmic form of pure cosmic Consciousness. 

If you (Ravana) meditate upon this view or vision of Lord Sri Ram with full 
devotion, dedication, conviction, faith and belief, there is no doubt that you will attain 
emancipation and salvation (61). 


[Note— The ‘Viraasan’ is a sitting posture adopted by warriors. 
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?The ‘Kaustav Mani’ is a jewel worn by Lord Vishnu on his chest. 


`The Varmala is a garland worn by Vishnu, generally made of marigold flowers. ] 
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62. [Kalnemi further says that if it is also not possible for Ravana to do as he has 
advised him in the aforesaid verses, then he should at least do the following—] You 
must daily listen to his (Lord Sri Ram's) stories that are inherently holy, pure and 
divine. While doing this, have full concentration of mind; pay full attention to what is 
being narrated; and listen to these stories being narrated by the Lord's devotees with 
devotion and faith. 

By doing so, the dark packet that consists of all your previous sins will perish 
sooner than you expect; it will be destroyed literally in a second just like a huge 
bundle of cotton perishes in a raging fire! (62). 


[Note— Kalnemi has expounded on three ways of worshipping Lord Ram, a 
manifestation of the Supreme Being. All these methods or paths of worship lead to the 
same goal: all grant spiritual bliss and deliverance to the creature; all lead to the 
creature's emancipation and salvation; all help the spiritual aspirant to attain 
liberation from the cycle of birth and death characteristic of this mortal world, with its 
attendant miseries, grief and torments; all hand-hold him and lead him towards 
attainment of eternal beatitude and felicity; all grant his soul eternal bliss and 
happiness. 

(1) The first method espoused by Kalnemi is based on the philosophy of the 
Upanishads that essentially say that the individual's soul, known as his Atma, is a 
microcosmic form of the universal and cosmic Soul known as the Parmatma, the 
Supreme Being. The Atma of an individual is his 'true self', and it is pure 
consciousness. Since this Atma is an image of the cosmic Atma known as the 
Parmatma, it follows that a creature is a microcosmic form of the Parmatma. It is due 
to delusions created by Maya (the powers of cosmic Consciousness to create 
delusions and illusions) that a creature thinks that he is different from the Parmatma, 
and in order to find peace and spiritual happiness he goes searching for the Parmatma, 
the Lord God, the Supreme Being, to obtain his blessings, oblivious and ignorant of 
the fact that he has to look no further than his own inner-self to see that Parmatma 
residing right within him as his own Atma. Once this realisation happens, the creature 
feels bliss within himself. 

Hence, the first method espoused by Kalnemi deals with the form of worship 
of Lord Ram, who is a personified form of the cosmic Consciousness, that relates to 
the Nirguna form of the Lord, the form that has no physical and identifiable specific 
attributes, because it incorporates every aspect of all virtues that exist in this creation 
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in its cosmic form. It is a universal form of the Lord that is known as Brahm: it is a 
form that is invisible, subtle, sublime, all-pervading, all-encompassing and cosmic in 
its essential nature. It is a form that is called the Atma of an individual creature at the 
microcosmic level of creation, and the Parmatma at the macrocosmic level of 
existence, both being the same pure Consciousness existing at two levels or planes. 

To successful practice this method of worship of the Lord, Kalnemi advises 
meditation and contemplation upon one’s own self, which is pure Consciousness 
known as the Atma. For this one has to practice self-restraint on one’s sense organs 
and their inherent tendency to be attached with and attracted to this mundane material 
world. Renunciation is a tool to enable this. This path is called the path of Gyan, the 
path of wisdom and self-realisation that leads to enlightenment, a path that is usually 
followed by great sages, hermits and ascetics. {Refer: Adhyatma Ramayan, 
Lanka/Yudha Kand, Canto 6, verse nos. 46-56.} 

(ii) The second approach lays stress on the path of Bhakti—the path of 
devotion, adoration and worship of the Sagun or the visible aspect of the same Lord 
God known as the Parmatma. This aspect of the Supreme Being relates to one or the 
other forms in which he had revealed himself for the benefit of his devotees. One such 
revealed divine form of the Supreme Being is Lord Ram, the Lord whose life and time 
is narrated in the epic Ramayana. This form has attributes; it has a visible and 
physical existence unlike the invisible and attribute-less cosmic form of the Lord. 

So, worshipping and adoring this Saguna form of the Supreme Being, which in 
the present case is Lord Ram, becomes easier and more practical for an individual 
spiritual aspirant because he can easily relate to it and understand about it using the 
parameters of this physical world that are known to him, with which he is conversant 
and comfortable, as compared to the Nirguna form which he might find too abstract 
and difficult to comprehend, and therefore it does not appeal to him. {Refer: 
Adhyatma Ramayan, Lanka/Yudha Kand, Canto 6, verse nos. 57-61.} 

Both are the two sides of the same coin, and both lead to liberation, 
deliverance, emancipation and salvation; both the lines lead to the same goal of 
attainment of spiritual bliss, beatitude and felicity; both path lead to Mukti or Moksha. 

(iii) And finally, if both these above two paths do not appeal to an individual, 
Kalnemi prescribes a third and simple method—which is to attentively hear, with 
devotion, faith and belief, the divine stories of the Lord being narrated by his 
devotees. (Refer: Adhyatma Ramayan, Lanka/Yudha Kand, Canto 6, verse no. 62.) 

Dear Readers, you will appreciate that we, the narrator as well as his listener, 
the author and his reader, are obviously following this third path expounded by 
Kalnemi for bringing peace and bliss to the soul, which is the path of “narration and 
listening’, including of course ‘reading’, the divine Stories of Lord Ram, the incarnate 
Supreme Being, as we are currently engaged in. So blessed are these moments for all 
of us.] 
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iti Srimadadhyatmaramayane umamahesvarasamvade yuddhakande sasthah 
sargah ıı 611 


63. You must always worship and adore, have dedication and devotion for, have faith 
and firm conviction in Lord Sri Ram who is complete in all respects, and is the one of 
his kind (1.e. the Lord has no parallel; there is no one with whom one can compare the 
greatness of the Lord with). 

You should forsake all animosity and ill-will with him, and instead involve 
yourself with self-inspired and sustained devotion for the Lord who actually has no 
name or form (because his primary form is Nirguna). 

Verily, in his cosmic form he is known as the ‘Viraat Purush" who is adored 
and worshipped in the Purans (ancient scriptures). 

You must always concentrate your mind and meditate upon such a Lord in 
your heart. The Lord can assume any form which is compatible and in consonant with 
the desires, pleasures and wishes of his devotees. [To wit, the Lord assumes a form in 
which his devotee wishes to worship him.] (63). 


[Note— The “Viraat Purush” is the cosmic form of the Supreme Being. It is another 
name for Lord Vishnu. The word ‘Viraat’ means vast; it refers to that form of the 
Lord that is all-pervading and macrocosmic in nature. The word 'Purush' means a 
Male. 

Therefore, the Viraat Purush is the name given to the Supreme Father of 
creation who has a form as vast and measureless as this creation itself.] 


Thus ends Canto 6 of Adhyatma Ramayan, Lanka Kand that describes the 
conversation between Lord Shiva and Uma. 


Sub-section: 15.2.3 — Lanka Kand, Canto 7, verse nos. 1-41:- 
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1-2. Lord Shiva continued with his narration, saying—' Oh Parvati! When Ravana 
heard these wise words of Kalnemi, which were actually equivalent to a shower of 
life-giving nectar called Amrit raining down on Ravana, he did not like them as he 
was in the throes of death and overcome with delusions. 
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Consequentially, he became excessively angry and indignant; he became 
wrathful and exasperated, and his eyes became fiery red with anger. His general 
reaction to Kalnemi’s advice was as if butter or oil was poured on a burning fire; he 
spluttered and sizzled in excess of anger and wrathfulness. 

[To wit, Ravana became furious at being lectured by Kalnemi. He was not 
accustomed to being lectured at. He spewed fire and brimstone by his demeanours. He 
cursed and muttered abuses at the poor fellow, calling him with the most abhorable 
names, grinding his teeth and clenching his fists to imply that he would twist 
Kalnemi’s neck like one wrings wet cloth to squeeze water out of it.] (1) 

Ravana threatened Kalnemi with dire consequences: 'I shall kill you, oh you 
wicked fellow, for disobeying me. It appears that you have taken something from (i.e. 
have been bribed by) my enemy, for you speak as if you were a servant of Sri Ram, in 
his pay-roll!' (2). 
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kalanemiruvacedam ravanam deva kim krudha | 
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3-4. Then Kalnemi said to Ravana, 'Oh Lord! Why do you become so angry? If you 
do not like what I have said, then I shall go and do as you tell me' (3). 

Saying this, the great demon Kalnemi went from there immediately to create a 
hindrance, an obstacle, in Hanuman's work (i.e. in his path) at the behest of Ravana 


(4). 


A sedi feaacurd duiaonsibcusrq | 
aq fered: ual aforduen: 3dct: Il SI 
NCHA ALIA diraroilelarcetot: | 
ddl srcdr GGAL goo I II Ell 
farocdrerietmr Hora Ao, udororooot: | 
RI Of ECAA ALTAVSCATIAA I VII 


sa gatvā himavatpārśvam tapovanamakalpayat ı 

tatra Sisyaih parivrto munivesadharah khalah ıı 5n 
gacchato margamasadya vayusunormahatmanah | 
tato gatva dadarsatha hanümanas$ramam subham ıı 611 
cintayamasa manasa $riman pavananandanah | 

pura na drstametanme munimandalamuttamam II 71 
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5-7.That impostor and wicked fellow went to the foothills of the Himalayas and 
created an illusionary Tapovan (i.e. a forest where hermits, ascetics and sages live to 
do penances and austerities), and seated himself disguised as a hermit surrounded by 
his disciples (5). 

That spot was directly on the path by which Hanuman was going (cruising) 
through the air. When he reached the site, he saw that beautiful and auspicious 
looking hermitage (6). 

The son of the wind-god (Hanuman) thought to himself, 'When I went by this 
way on the earlier occasion, I had not seen this magnificent group of hermits and their 
hermitage (7). 
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8-10. Have I lost my way, or am I having some hallucination or optical illusion in 
my mind. Well, let me go to that hermitage nevertheless and see (meet) those exalted 
sages (8), drink water, and after that (having relaxed a bit and refreshed myself) I 
shall proceed to the Dronachal mountain which is the best among all the mountains'. 

Deciding thus, he went to that illusionary hermitage. It was spread in an area 
of 1 Yojan (roughly 8 miles) in all the directions (i.e. it had a radius of approximately 
8 miles) (9). 

It was full of fruit trees, such as plantain, date palm and jackfruit etc., which 
were so laden with ripe fruits that their branches were bent. Besides these trees, there 
were Sal trees too (10). 
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hanumanabhivadyaha gauravena mahasuram ıı 1211 


11-12. That pure and holy looking hermitage was devoid of any hint of animosity, 
malice, enmity or ill-will. Inside that great and pleasant hermitage, the demon 
Kalnemi (11) was worshipping Lord Shiva by invoking the great magical trick called 
‘Indra Yoga’ or ‘Indrajal’'. 

Hanuman bowed before him with great respect, but at the same time with great 
sense of self-respect, dignity and honour? (12). 


[Note—'The ‘Indrajal’ is the name given to practice of witch craft and deception. 
Kalnemi was worshipping Lord Shiva with a crooked mind. He pretended to be 
worshipping the Lord but his mind was occupied by other ominous thoughts; he was 
thinking of means to trap and kill Hanuman. At the same time, he was also worried 
about his own safety should Hanuman discover his dirty trick. 

He was in such a hurry that though he seemed to worship Lord Shiva but there 
was no Shivalingam there. The meditative posture he adopted and the pretension of 
worshipping Lord Shiva was intended to mislead Hanuman and make him believe that 
he was a great ascetic-devotee of Lord Shiva who was devoted to the Nirguna form of 
the Lord. 


"Hanuman was a manifestation of Lord Shiva's eleventh form known as Rudra. So 
when he observed that Kalnemi was worshipping Shiva, Hanuman felt honoured. 

Secondly, Hanuman was a messenger of Lord Ram, the supreme Lord of this 
creation whom even Lord Shiva worshipped. So therefore, Hanuman was not an 
ordinary messenger; he took pride and honour in the fact that he represents the 
Supreme Being. 

Thirdly, he wished to subtly tell this hermit that he is bowing before him out 
of deference to his form as a hermit; for otherwise he would not have cared a dime for 
who he might be. So the hermit be careful with him. ] 
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13-14. Addressing the hermit, Hanuman said, 'Oh the exalted one! I am a messenger 
of Sri Ram. My name is Hanuman, and I am going to the ‘Kshir Sagar’ on some great 
work of my Lord (13). 

Oh Brahmin! I am very thirsty and wish to drink a lot of water. Oh great sage! 
Please tell me the place where there is water here.' (14). 
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tacchrutva mārutervākyam kalanemistamabravit | 
kamandalugatam toyam mama tvam patumarhasi ii 1511 
bhunksva cemani pakvani phalani tadanantaram | 
nivasasva sukhenatra nidramehi tvarastu ma ıı 1611 


15-16. Hearing these words of Maruti (Hanuman), Kalnemi replied, 'You can drink 
the water of my Kamandalu (a pot of water carried by hermits; it is generally made 
from dried, hollowed out, round pumpkin) (15). 

Quench your hunger by eating the ripe fruits here, then sleep a while and take 
some rest. Do not be in such a hurry (16). 
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17-18. On the strength of my severe penances and austerities (Tapa), I know all about 
the past, the present and the future. Presently, Laxman and other monkeys have 
become conscious and have got up (i.e. they have regained their consciousness and 
have been revived back to life) when Sri Ram saw them or glanced at them with his 
gracious look that infused new life in them.' [To wit, there is no hurry now. You can 
relax as much as you wish.] (17). 

Hearing this, Hanuman said, 'I have a great thrust. It cannot be quenched by 
the little water of the Kamandalu. So, show me a pond or a large body of water (18). 


[Note—'Kalnemi said a lie in order to impress upon Hanuman that there was no need 
to hurry and worry when he said that he knew all about the past, present and future, 
and that Laxman and other monkeys were revived by Sri Ram's benevolent glance. 
Kalnemi used this as a ploy to make Hanuman waste precious time in bathing and 
relaxing and eating fruits so that he will be late in taking the herb back to Laxman 
within the allotted time-frame to make the herb effective, for once this time passed the 
herb won’t work. 

Besides this, Kalnemi also planned to kill Hanuman while he was asleep and 
off his guard. ] 
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tathetyajfiapayamasa vatum mayavikalpitam | 
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19-20. Saying 'alright', he ordered an false Brahmachari (a celibate Brahmin who is a 
student of a hermit), who was created by Kalnemi by using his illusionary powers, 
'Oh Brahmachari! Show the son of the wind-god that large pond.' (19). 

Turning to Hanuman he said, 'Close your eyes while you drink water', and 
then come to me immediately. I shall teach you a divine Mantra (a magical group of 
words; in modern parlance, a formulae) by the help of which you will be able to see 
(recognise) the medicine (herb) that you desire' (20). 


[Note—'Kalnemi wanted Hanuman to keep his eyes closed as he entered the pond 
because he wanted him not to see an alligator living in the water, so that this giant 
reptile would catch hold of Hanuman and kill him before he discovers what had 
happened. But unfortunately for Kalnemi, it was not so easy to fool Hanuman, for he 
was more than a match for both Kalnemi and the Alligator, as both will eventually be 
killed by him.] 
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21-22. Then the Brahmin said 'alright' and immediately showed the body of water to 
Hanuman. He entered it and began drinking water with closed eyes (as advised by 
Kalnemi) (21). 

Just at that instant, a huge she-alligator named Makari, who was formidable 
and horrible in shape and size, and was very illusive, deceitful and full of dirty tricks, 
came up quickly to devour the great monkey named Maruti (thinking that Hanuman 
was foolish and gullible enough to be so easily caught and killed by her dirty tricks) 
(22). 
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tato dadar$a hanuman grasantim makarim rusa | 
darayamasa hastabhyam vadanam sa mamara ha ıı 231 
tato'ntarikse dadr$e divyarüpadharangana | 
dhanyamaliti vikhyata hanumantamathabravit i| 2411 


23-24. When Hanuman saw that the she-alligator (Makari) was swallowing him up, 
he was ferocious with anger, and he tore apart her mouth with his hands. As a result 
of this, she died instantly (23). 

Just at that moment, a woman with a divine form was seen in the sky. Her 
name was Dhanyamali. She said to Hanuman (24)— 
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tvatprasadadaham $apadvimuktasmi kapi$vara | 
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25-26. Oh the Lord of monkeys! By your grace, I have been liberated and freed from 
my curse. Previously, I was an Apsara (a celestial damsel working in the court of the 
king of Gods, Indra). Due to some reason, a sage had cursed me (by which I had 
become an alligator) (25). 

The person you have seen in the hermitage is a great demon called Kalnemi. 
Oh the sinless, pure and faultless one (i.e. Anagh)! Ravana has sent him to cause 
obstacles in your path. [So beware of this crooked hermit.] (26). 
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27-28. That fellow who is disguised as a hermit is not a hermit at all; in fact, he is a 
killer of Brahmins and sages. You must kill this rascal as soon as you can, very 
quickly, and then proceed to Dronachal which is the best amongst the mountains (27). 
I have become freed from sins and blemishes of all kinds by your touch, and 
am now going to the abode of Brahma’. 
Saying so, she went to the heaven, and Hanuman also went back to the 
hermitage (28). 
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feb factedol AAI Ad AoA II SIl 
FSU AA Ho_ized ofé A ASÍ | 
SCA! SAMAR ES AGES WSR Il Soll 


agatam tam samalokya kalanemirabhasata | 

kim vilambena mahata tava vanarasattama ıı 2911 

grhana matto mantramstvam dehi me gurudaksinam | 
ityukto hanumanmustim drdham baddhvaha raksasam i 3011 


29-30. Seeing him come back, Kalnemi said, 'Oh the best among the monkeys! What 
will you gain by delaying any further? (29). Take the Mantra from me and give me 
my Guru Dakshina (the offering of some gift to the teacher in return for the initiation 
ceremony by accepting the holy Mantra given by him; in modern terms, the teacher's 
fees)'. 

When Kalnemi said so, Hanuman clenched his fists tight and said to the 
demon (30)— 


JS frg fororaror AA | 
farsa grfordui A ceorcrorfdrelarom: I 3211 
Ue YAVI CARIAN: | 
araramf?raodtseit soono Ry: I1 3211 


grhana daksinametamityuktva nijaghana tam | 
visrjya munivesam sa kalanemirmahasurah i 311 
yuyudhe vayuputrena nanamayavidhanatah | 
mahamayikadüto'sau hanumanmayinam ripuh ıı 3211 


31-32. 'Take your fees first', and he hit (punched) him (Kalnemi) hard with his 
clenched fists. Instantly, the great demon abandoned his disguise of a hermit, and 
assuming different illusive forms and using various tricks he began to fight with the 
son of the wind-god (Hanuman). But the latter was the messenger of the greatest of 
tricksters and magicians that Sri Ram is, and he was an enemy of the lowly, 
inconsequential demons. 
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[So, how could Hanuman be affected by these wretched impostors and their 
dirty tricks? To wit, no matter how hard Kalnemi tried and no matter what tricks he 
employed, Hanuman always outwitted him.] (31-32). 


SA Afcon ffoi aroorarert AAR A: | 

aa: sfizforfel ora evcar Glut aterfsthe1 I 331 
seca diudkag BIRAU 21032: | 
Stra drzIdslot 9rcdr 2131221 A SOA | 3v 
sara SAO 2121diToflcilset arerfarf: | 

alec PS OAA facisal oc Youd Il 3911 


jaghana mustina sirsni bhagnamürdha mamara sah | 
tatah ksiranidhim gatva drstva dronam mahagirim ıı 3311 
adrstva causadhistatra girimutpatya satvarah | 

grhitva vayuvegena gatva ramasya sannidhim ti 3411 
uvaca hanuman ramamanito'yam mahagirih | 
yadyuktam kuru devesa vilambo natra yujyate ıı 3511 


33-35. He (Hanuman) hit his (Kalnemi’s) head with a clenched fist which resulted in 
his death due to a cracked skull. Having got rid of this obstacle, Hanuman reached the 
*Kshir Sagar’ and saw Mt. Dronachal (33). 

But he could not find (trace or recognise) the required herbal medicine. So he 
swiftly uprooted and lifted the mountain itself in his hands, and took off with the 
speed of wind to where Sri Ram was (34). 

When he reached there’, he said to Sri Ram, 'Oh the Lord of Gods! I have 
brought you the great mountain. Now do whatever you think fit. It will not be proper 
to delay any further.' (35). 


[Note—'It ought to be noted here that in this version of the Story in Adhyatma 
Ramayan of sage Veda Vyas, the episode of Hanuman being shot by Bharat as he 
flew over Ayodhya is not mentioned as done in Ram Charit Manas of Tulsidas. 
(Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Doha nos. 58-60. ] 


Qed SAAA AGA Wel: AoC AORA: | 
airar Aef: effg AAN AEA A: I SEI 
RIDA PRIA AJAR AIHA | 

aa: yA sa gge Yard AZAT: || 39 


$rutva hanümato vakyam ramah santustamanasah | 
grhitva causadhih sighram susenena mahamatih ıı 361 
cikitsam karayamasa laksmanaya mahatmane | 

tatah suptotthita iva buddhva provaca laksmanah it 371 
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36-37. Hearing these words of Hanuman, Sri Ram was very pleased. The wise Lord 
immediately picked (selected) the necessary medicine from that mountain’ and got the 
great soul Laxman treated with it through the wise and expert Sushen. Then Laxman 
became conscious as if he had woken up from a dream (36-37). 


[Note—'Again this is a clear diversion from Tulsidas' Ram Charit Manas and the 
popular belief that the selection of the medicine and its administration were both done 
by Sushen. {Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai no. 2 that precedes 
Doha no. 62.} 

Here, it was Sri Ram who had selected the necessary drug and Sushen had 
only administered it to Laxman as a doctor's assistant in a clinic. Sri Ram did not wish 
to take the risk of letting Sushen do the selection—for, he might have got it all wrong 
and jeopardise Laxman's life. ] 


RI fere ad sroarífr gostat cerroror | 
sfr JAAA AESA WA: |l 3c1 
ASKi YS AAE cacuarorodrerp | 

PRII quoerfir gA A AA || 361 


tistha tistha kva gantāsi hanmidanim daśānana | 

iti bruvantamalokya mürdhnyavaghraya raghavah ıı 3811 
marutim praha vatsadya tvatprasadanmahakape | 
niramayam prapasyami laksmanam bhrataram mama ıı 3911 


38-39. Then Laxman said (to Ravana), 'Oh the 10-headed one! Keep standing. Where 
will you escape now? I shall kill you right now." 

Hearing him say so, Raghav (Sri Ram) smelt the head of Laxman (as a gesture 
of affection and happiness) (38), and said to Maruti (Hanuman), 'Oh great monkey 
(mahakape); oh son (vatsa)! It is because of your kindness and grace that I have 
been able to see my brother Laxman healthy and alive today.' 

[Lord Ram thanks Hanuman for his services.] (39). 


[Note—'Laxman’s first reaction in challenging Ravana after regaining consciousness 
shows that during the time he lay unconscious time had stood still for him. So when 
he woke up from his slumber, he remembered the last moments before fainting, that 
he was fighting Ravana.] 


scalded! Alois: Aref Yofldur Aafaa: | 
furada agri AARIA: I voll 
UNIT: USANA udcre]21 AIRI: | 
JERIA seal Ma: 21d AACAA: |l v II 


ityuktva vanaraih sardham sugrivena samanvitah | 
vibhisanamatenaiva yuddhaya samavasthitah 11 4011 
pasanaih padapaiscaiva parvatagrai$ca vanarah | 
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yuddhayabhimukha bhütva yayuh sarve yuyutsavah ii 4111 


40-41. Having said so, the Lord began preparations for the war with the assistance of 
Sugriv, Vibhishan and other monkeys (40). 

Then the monkeys, who were very eager for battle, started off for the battle- 
field armed with rocks, trees and summits of mountains (1.e. large boulders and rocks 
that came in handy to them), etc. (41). 


38 K K K K K K K 


Section 15.3: Geetawali Ramayan 


Geetawali Ramayan, Lanka Kand, verse nos. 5-15 


Let us take another brief pause at this juncture, before moving forward with this 
wondrous Story, to look at the episode of Laxman’s fainting and his subsequent 
revival as narrated vividly, with poetic finesse and poignancy, by Goswami Tulsidas 
in his another classic known as ‘Geetawali Ramayan’. 

While going through the relevant verses here, we shall also read about the two 
very poignant moments of exceptional grief and sadness that occur during this 
episode. The first is when we read how Lord Ram lamented grievously when Laxman 
was brought to him in an unconscious state and laid down on the ground before him; 
and second is when we read of how Bharat, the younger brother of Lord Ram, was 
overwhelmed with regret and remorse when he learnt from Hanuman about what had 
happened to Laxman during the battle of the previous day, because he felt so helpless 
and sorry for not being able to render any kind of assistance or aid to his two dear 
brothers, Lord Ram and Laxman, during the time of their misfortune. 


For this purpose, in this Section no. 15.3, we shall read from Geetawali Ramayan, 
Lanka Kand, verse nos. 5-15 as follows: 


aem- gl 
XPT PART 
(6/5) 





STH—GTWA BY a eH] | 

wR AR mwi wa st uRam ay BI 
med wo facts dya saa wha qeu | 
Ween ways aed Sm BA SII 211 
Pro wWf-—evqfü ada! qu wail we wu F| 
S qe fd wj us cho ome emen ay ÈI 
A uel emer gelel fo fla wm ay dl 
ama afr fewer at uy aoe arg ay FIAI 
UM Wyse wreg-efü-m4, YX wr wg WW 8| 
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genit emg varga—fafer art OR fip ay BI 5II 


laksmana-mücrcha 
raga kedara 


(6/5) 


rama-lasana ura laya laye haim. 

bharé nira rajiva-nayana saba amiga paritapa ta'ē haim.. 1.. 
kahata sasoka biloki bandhu-mukha bacana priti gutha'e haim. 
sevaka-sakha bhagati-bhayapa-guna cahata aba atha'e haim.. 2.. 
nija kirati-karatuti tata! tuma sukrti sakala ja'e haim. 

maim tumha binu tanu rakhi loka apane apaloka la'e haim.. 3.. 
mere panaki laja ihamlaurn hathi priya prana da'e haim. 

lagati samgi bibhisana hi para, sipara apu bha'e haim.. 4.. 

suni prabhu-bacana bhalu-kapi-gana, sura soca sukha'i ga'e haim. 
tulasi a'i pavanasuta-bidhi mano phiri niramaye na'e haim.. 5.. 


Laxman's Fainting-I 


Verse no. 6/5—[In this book *Geetawali", Goswami Tulsidas has skipped a detailed 
narration of the War at Lanka, and after describing how Mandodari tried and failed to 
dissude Ravana from entering a destructive war and Angad, who was sent by Lord 
Ram to explore the option of making peace and avoid bloodshed, too tried and failed 
in his attempt to make Ravana see reason, the poet has come straight to an incident 
when Laxman, the younger brother of Lord Ram and his comrade-in-arm in the war, 
was wounded by an arrow shot by Meghnad, the son of Ravana, during their battle. 
This story of Laxman's fainting and his subsequent revival has been narrated in 
Geetawali, Lanka Kand, verse nos. 6/5—to 6/15. 

Briefly, the story is this: Upon being shot by a poisonous arrow by Meghnad, 
Laxman fell unconscious in the battle-field. When the battle for the day ended at 
sunset, Hanuman found Laxman lying on the ground, so he lifted him and brought 
him to where Lord Ram was. The Lord grieved and lamented sorely over Laxman's 
apparent loss of life. This event spread gloom and loss of all hopes of victory amongst 
the army of the Lord; everyone was distraught and dismayed no end, while there was 
obvious rejoicing in Ravana's camp. 

Jamvant, the old bear king who happened to be Brahma, the Creator, in his 
form, advised that Sushen, the medicine man of Lanka, be brought there, as he would 
be able to prescribe the herb that would revive Laxman. Hanuman immediately 
brought him there, lifting his whole house for this purpose. Sushen advised that a herb 
called “Sanjivani” should be brought immediately from the mountains in the north of 
the mainland (i.e. one of the mountains of the mighty Himalyan range to the north of 
the Indian peninsula), and it has to be done quick because the herb has to be 
administered to Laxman before dawn. 

The Lord asked Hanuman to get it, because Hanuman had proved himself as 
the only one in the whole group who could jump long distances by his crossing of the 
great ocean in one gigantic leap. So, Hanuman went to the northern mountains, and 
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unable to decide which herb to pick up, he uprooted the whole mountain in his hand 
and cruised back to Lanka through the sky like a plane. 

Meanwhile, as he was passing over Ayodhya with the huge mountain in one 
hand, Bharat, the brother of Lord Ram, saw him a streak of light passing over the 
night sky, and thinking him to be a demon, Bharat shot him down with a headless 
arrow to investigate the matter. Hanuman fell down, but since the arrow was only a 
shaft and Hanuman himself was exceptionally strong in body, no mentionable injury 
occurred to him. He narrated the latest developments to Bharat, sought his permission 
and once again resumed his journey to Lanka. 

He reached just before dawn; Sushen administered the herb and Laxman was 
revived, sending cheer in the rank and file of the Lord’s army while a thick pall of 
gloom and dejection spread over the demon army. 

This event, “the fainting of Laxman and his revival" has been narrated in (1) 
Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, from Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 
54—to Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 62; and (ii) Kavitawali, Lanka 
Kand, verse nos. 6/52—6/55 in detail. 

In the meanwhile, the probable reason why Tulsidas chose not to describe the 
details of the War of Lanka in this book, but limit himself to narrating some isolated 
incidents, such as Mandadori’s pleading with Ravna and Angad as an emissary to 
Ravana’s court, is that he had already narrated all other events extensively in his other 
two version of the Ramayan, viz. “Ram Charit Manas” and “Kavitawali’, in their 
respective Lanka Kands. 

As the reader may have noted, the present book “Geetawali” is more focused 
on Lord Ram, describing the Lord’s various moods, emotions and thoughts, his divine 
deeds and marvelous acts, as well as on some milestone incidents that highlight the 
role played by some of the more prominent and faithful devotees and followers of the 
Lord, some of whom had used their wit and words of wisdom to honour and glorify 
Lord Ram (e.g. Mandadori, Angad), some worshipped him and lived a lived like the 
Lord himself had led (Bharat), some helped the Lord to complete the task for which 
he had come down to earth, which was to eliminate the demons, by aiding him in his 
mission (Sugriv), some who actually acted as the foot-soldier to accomplish the task 
(Hanuman), some who showed how a soul awaits its deliverance and salvation by 
seeking the Lord (Sabari, Ahilya), some who made the ultimate sacrifice by laying 
down their lives in the service of the Lord (Jatau), and some who not only helped the 
Lord in his day-to-day activity but took upon himself to uphold the sanctity of the 
words of the Lord even it meant sacrificing his own life in the service of the Lord 
(Laxman). 

We find that each such character finds a mention in Geetawali, and events 
related to them vis-a-vis Lord Ram are narrated in the book, some such events in great 
detail (such as was the case of ‘Bharat’ in Ayodhya Kand), and others a little more 
conservatively (‘Ahilya’ in Baal Kand, 'Jatau' and ‘Sabari’ in Aranya Kand, 
*Mandodari' and ‘Angad’ in Lanka Kand). 

In the case of Laxman, he shared a close bond of mutual love and affection 
with Lord Lord Ram that made him the closest of all the Lord’s devotees and 
associates. The personal sacrifices that Laxman had made were unmatched. He had 
suffered all the pains, the miseries, the tribulations and the physical difficulties that 
Lord Ram had undergone during the fourteen years in the forest in his endeavour to 
finally eliminate the demons, something that Bharat had missed, albeit the latter’s 
devotion for the Lord was in no way less than that of Laxman. Even Lord Ram has 
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expressly acknowledged this fact. {Refer: Geetawali, Lanka Kand, verse no. 6/7, 
stanza no.1.} 

Laxman was Lord Ram’s only companion and friend in the days when the 
Lord found himself absolutely desolate, dejected, hopeless and inconsolable after Sita 
was abducted. Imaging what would have happened if Laxman was not at his side in 
those crucial moments when Lord Ram discovered Sita was stolen: he was completely 
dejected, distraught, crestfallen and helpless, swooning in distress, about to faint, and 
on the verge of well nigh losing all courage and hope, and wishing to lie down and 
dye. At that time it was Laxman who had lent him his shoulder, who encouraged the 
Lord to gather himself and face the situation bravely rather then surrendering meekly, 
because those who have courage and resilience are the winners in the end, and this 
was the need of the hour. {Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 
6-8 that precede Doha no. 30.} 

Whenever Lord Ram was attacked by the ferocious demons, it was Laxman 
who fought shoulder-to-shoulder with the Lord, and there are umpteen instances of it. 
Then, throughout the fourteen years of exile in the wilderness, Laxman had kept vigil 
during the night and other times when Lord Ram and Sita lied down to rest. {This 
particular fact is clearly hinted at in Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line 
nos. 1-2 that precede Doha no. 90.} 

Further, Laxman took it upon himself to ensure that all the words of honour 
that Lord Ram gave to others, the promises the Lord had made, are kept, even if it 
meant putting his own life in danger, as is highlighted in the current verse no. 6/5, 
stanza no. 4 of Geetawali as narrated herein below. 

And to top it all, Laxman made the ultimate sacrifice that anyone can make: 
preferring to die in the cause of the Lord, the event that is the subject matter of the 
present verse nos. 6/5—6/15 of Geetawali. 

Therefore, the event of Laxman fainting and the subsequent developments are 
narrated to show how Lord Ram loved his younger brother intensely, inspite of the 
fact that he had violated the Lord's order not to leave Sita alone, and which one 
disobedience on the part of Laxman had led to all the subsequent sufferings and 
miseries the Lord as well as Laxman himself had to endure. 

Further, this incident sort of acts as a bridge of information that links the Lord 
Ram and his condition and whereabouts towards the end of his fourteen year exile 
period which was about to end, and Bharat who was eagerly awaiting the Lord's 
return to Ayodhya, for we shall soon see that after the full narration of this event of 
Laxman's fainting and revival, Tulsidas immediately starts on the next important 
milestone in the story of the Ramayan: viz. the Lord's victory in the War of Lanka, 
and his return to Ayodhya.] 


[When Laxman fainted at being shot by an arrow of Meghnad, Hanuman brought the 
wounded Laxman to where Lord Ram was.] 

Lord Ram lifted Laxman and clasped him to his bosom. His lotus-like eyes 
were filled with tears, and his entire body was extremely weary with lamentation, 
contrition, sorrow and anguish (1). 


Seeing the face of his brother, he was overwhelmed with sorrows and anguish and 
said these woeful words soaked in deep regret but full of affection and love for 
Laxman: ‘It appears that all the qualities and characteristics of an excellent servant, a 
friend, a devotee or worshipper and a brotherhood are about to set! (2). 
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[ That is to say: “Since Laxman has all these grand and desirable qualities and 
characteristics in him, if he dies then it would be equivalent of all these noble virtues 
coming to an end for good.” 

Lord Ram is expressing his intense love and affection as well as respect for 
Laxman; he acknowledges Laxman’s sacrifices for him and says that he is extremely 
obliged to him. In Ram Charit Manas, Lord Ram has said that one can find all other 
relations in this world, but it is impossible to find a loving, faithful, devoted and dear 
brother: refer, Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 7-8 that precede 
Doha no. 61.] 


Oh Dear (brother Laxman)! You have acquired great fame and renown in the world 
by the virtue of your noble characters, and your good and virtuous deeds. 

By keeping this mine body (i.e. by keeping myself alive) without you (at my 
side), I have only earned a bad name and a lot of infamy” (3). 

[? “To wit, one one side of the scale are you, Laxman, who has laid down your 
life for me; and on the other side of the scale is me, Ram, who has used all your 
services and let you face the wrath of the enemy which I should have faced myself 
instead. Tell me my dear brother, what face do I have to live without you?” 

Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 3-4, 9-10 that 
precede Doha no. 61.] 


Ah, alas! You are indeed so vigilant and resolute about upholding my vows that you 
had laid down your life for it. 

That is why, though the ‘Shakti’ (an arrow with a specially charged tip and so 
potent that it cannot go in vain) was aimed at Vibhishan, you had borne it like a 
shield.” (4). 

[ The story goes that Ravana had aimed his arrow to shoot down Vibhishan, 
but Laxman interceded and accepted the arrow himself. This was done by him to 
protect Vibhishan from any harm so as to uphold Lord Ram's promise of giving him 
unconditional protection. This is what the Lord means here: Laxman laid down his 
life like a true friend and brother to keep the Lord's words that he would give full 
protection to Vibhishan. 

This incident is narrated in “Adhyatma Ramayan” of Veda Vyas, Lanka Kand, 
Canto 6, verse nos. 1-8.] 


Hearing these mournful words of lamentation being spoken by Lord Sri Ram, the 
bears, monkeys and Gods became very disheartened, dejected, depressed, anguished, 
forlorn, gloomy and sad". 

Tulsidas says that just at this moment, the son of the Wind-God (Hanuman) 
appeared (with the life saving Sanjivani herb) as if he was the Creator (Brahma) 
himself, and infused new life in him (Sri Ram)? (5). 

(*Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Sortha/Doha no. 61. 

Brahma is the Creator and the one who injects life in the body of a living 
being at the time of its birth. So Tulsidas means that when a new lease of life was 
granted to Laxman by Hanuman by bringing the herb that revived him, it was like he 
played the role of the Creator vis-a-vis Laxman. ] 


WT URS 
(6/6) 
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AÀ dl eu s ag | 

ar frafe wel fae weg aA m SA 
gy, Agg, wer ye uRek ife aAA ders | 

dr Sr af Excite ae af wet 4 um uem 211 
umd ef a wt werd afer ofesar mig 

WAR wie yaya af ewe o EI! 31! 
ad—aes, Aaea, eae, yor wrfedr ‘arg | 
get H wa AA samt mere emm agli 411 


























raga soratha 
(6/6) 


mopai to na kacht hvai ā'i. 

ora nibahi bhali bidhi bhayapa calyo lakhana-so bha'.. 1.. 
pura, pitu-matu, sakala sukha parihari jehi bana-bipati bamita'". 
ta samga haur suraloka soka taji sakyo na prana patha'l.. 2.. 
janata haum ya ura kathoratem kulisa kathinata pa". 

sumiri saneha sumitra-sutako daraki darara na ja... 3.. 
tata-marana, tiya-harana, gidha-badha, bhuja dahini gamva". 
tulasi mair saba bhamti apane kulahi kalima lā'ī.. 4.. 


Laxman's Fainting-II 


Verse no. 6/6—[Lord Ram laments and grieves—] ‘Alas! I couldn't do anything! 
Today, Laxman, who was matchless as a brother, upheld the rules and sanctity of 
brotherhood, and most unfortunately, he has gone now (died) (1). 


He, who had resolutely forsaken the city, father, mother and all types of comfort and 
happiness to share the troubles and tribulations of my forest exile'—I could not 
abandon my sorrows and send my soul with him to the abode of Gods (i.e. I could not 
die with him) (2). 

[ Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 3-5, 9-10 that 
precede Doha no. 61.] 


It appears that Vajra (the strong and hard weapon of Indra) has obtained its hardness 
(toughness, sternness) from my hardened (stiff, emotionless) heart. 

Verily, this is why perhaps why my heart did not crack by recalling and 
remembering the affection and love that Laxman had for me (as soon as I heard that 
he has fallen to the ground in the battle-field) (3). 


Alas! I was the cause for my father's (Dasrath's) death, my wife (Sita) was abducted 
due to my misfortunes, the vulture king (Jatau) too lost his life for my cause, and now 
I had to lose this right arm of mine (i.e. Laxman). Thus, I have tarnished the 
reputation of my whole clan in all of my actions? (4).’ 

[Lord Ram laments that the events of his life will be remembered by history 
as one in which many souls had to suffer for the sake of one individual: for instance, 
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(a) king Dasrath died because he could not bear separation from Lord Ram, and his 
death could have been avoided if the Lord paid heed to Sumantra and his own mother 
Kaushalya and stayed back at Ayodhya; (b) Sita was kidnapped because of his 
carelessness as he ought to have sternly refused her request to bring the deer because 
the forest was full of dangers and he would not venture to take a grave risk such as 
this; (c) Jatau died also due to him, because it was due to his attempt to protect Sita 
from being taken away by Ravana; and (d) it is now Laxman who too is on the verge 
of losing his life due to Lord Ram, because Laxman could have stayed comfortably at 
Ayodhya, but he chose to go with the Lord to the forest, share all the Lord’s pains nad 
miseries, and not he is on his death bed because he chose to lend his helping hand to 
Lord Ram in his war efforts to get Sita back. 

In short, Lord Ram laments that so many people suffered because of their 
association with him. It is he who has misfortune writ large in his destiny, and it is he 
who has dragged other innocent souls to suffer alongside with him. 

The Lord regrets that all the great kings of the Raghu dynasty were known for 
providing solace and succour to others, and not for being instrumental in their pain 
and sufferings like Lord Ram has been. ] 


(6 / 7) 


ART wr YERA ATP | 

RAA dera dy—ae fay at THEO PANA 
x gia! dee «nw wear wes feum 

UU wu mec ef deal À Ye! 211 
AR, aaa ve wea, ef ufa goai | 
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(6/7) 


mero saba purusaratha thako. 

bipati bamtavana bandhu-bahu binu karaurn bharoso kako.. 1.. 
sunu, sugriva! samcehü mopara pheryo badana bidhata. 

aise samaya samara-sankata haum tajyo lasana-so bhrata.. 2.. 
giri, kanana jaihairn sakha-mrga, haurn puni anuja-samghati. 
hvaihai kaha bibhisanaki gati rahi soca bhari chati.. 3.. 

tulasi suni prabhu-bacana bhalu-kapi sakala bikala hiya hare. 
jamavanta hanumanta boli taba, ausara jani pracare.. 4.. 


Laxman's Fainting-lII 


Verse no. 6/7—[Lord Ram continues with his grieving and lamenting—] *All my 
manly courage, resilience, strength, valour and vigour seem to have become tired now 
(*mero saba purusaratha thako"; i.e. I have lost the courage, the resolution and the 
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spirit to do anything further now; I have lost all hopes and feel doomed and dismayed 
exceedingly). 

Without my brother who had shared my woes and troubles, and who was the 
strength of my arms and an embodiment of my courage, who else should I rely upon 
now in his absence? [To wit, I say, no one can ever replace Laxman.] (1). 


Listen, Sugriv! The Creator has indeed turned his face away from me (i.e. he has 
become opposed and malicious towards me). For, this is why when the fear of war is 
looming large and the war is imminent, the Creator has contrived it that Laxman-like 
brother would also forsake me. [I am so unfortunate and evil-omened that Laxman 
who represented my arm, my strength, my courage, my valour, and was my friend and 
companion of all times, has left me at this crucial juncture when the war is about to 
start. Surely and without gainsay it appears that the envious Creator is hell-bent at 
tormenting me and wreaking his vengeance upon me, and he had therefore devised 
this device of falling Laxman to make a mockery of me.] (2). 


The monkeys would go back to the mountains and forests (from whence they had 
come), while I would follow my brother Laxman (i.e. I would too die), but my only 
worry and concern now is: what, then, will be the fate of Vibhishan?’ (3).’ 

['Such a remarkable observation of the gracious and munificent Lord! He is 
more concerned about Vibhishan whom he had given shelter and refuge, with a 
promise of protecting him and restoring his honour by crowning him the king of 
Lanka, in the same court in which his elder brother Ravana had kicked him and 
insulted him. Now what would happen? Laxman is almost dead, Lord Ram says that 
he too will die due to grief, and the monkeys and bears would go back to their 
respective lands—and what about Vibhishan? He would be left high and dry; he 
would be marooned alone in an island that is surrounded by sharks, with no where to 
run away! Ravana would now become wroth with exceeding wrath upon him, and 
vent his anger upon him with exceeding vengeance, torturing him viciously, 
especially when he treats Vibhishan as a traitor, a betrayer and a turncoat. 

The Lord's worry is not limited to this; it is more profound and sinister: Lord 
Ram has a reputation of living upto his words of granting protection to his devotees, 
to those who have been rejected by the world and have taken shelter and refuge with 
the Lord; but what about this reputation now if the tide of war goes against him, as 
seems the case with the loss of Laxman? The poor Vibhishan would be the worst hit. 
This prospect worries Lord Ram more than anything else. 

Forsooth it shows how much the Lord is concerned about the good, the well- 
being and the welfare of his devotees and those who surrender themselves to him.] 


Tulisdas says that hearing such mournful lamentations of the Lord, words that were 
soulful and full of remorse, contrition and regrets, all the monkeys and bears became 
extremely anguished, agitated and weary. 

At this mournful, woeful and pitiful moment, (the bear king) Jamvant 
summoned Hanuman, and encouraged him (to come to the rescue of all and save the 
day by doing what was the need of the hour—which was to arrange for a medicine 
man and bring the necessary herbs he prescribes, without delay and second thoughts) 


(4). 
[ Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes 
Doha no. 55.] 
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raga maru 
(6/8) 


jau haum aba anusasana pavaum. 

tau candramahi nicori caila-jyorn, ani sudha sira navaum.. 1.. 

kai patala dalaurn byalavali amrta-kunda mahi lavaum. 

bhedi bhuvana, kari bhanu bahiro turata rahu dai tavaum.. 2.. 
bibudha-baida barabasa anaum dhari, tau prabhu-anuga kahavaum. 
patakaum mica nica musaka-jyaum, sabahiko papu bahavaum.. 3.. 
tumharihi krpa, pratapa tiharehi neku bilamba na lavaum. 

dijai so'i ayasu tulasi-prabhu, jehi tumhare mana bhavaum.. 4.. 


Hanuman's assurance to Lord Ram 


Verse no. 6/8—[Hanuman consoled Lord Ram not to grieve for Laxman as long as he, 
Hanuman, is with him. He encouraged the Lord to have strength and courage. He 
assured the Lord by saying—] ‘If I get your permission, I will wring the moon as if it 
were a piece of cloth, and sqeeze the Amrit (nectar of life) out of it, bring it to you (in 
order to revive Laxman)—and then only I will bow my head before you! (1). 


Or, should I kill the legendary serpents in the nether world who are protecting the 
pitcher of Amrit, and bring it to the surface (so that it can be given to Laxman to bring 
him back to life)? 

If that did not serve the purpose, should I crack the universe, throw the Sun 
out of it, and bring Rahu, the enemy of the Sun, and seat him in the vacant place 
(caused by throwing the Sun out) and close the cavity (so that the Sun cannot rise over 
the world again, and Laxman can remain in suspended animation till the time a 
remedy is found, and till the time the demons are vanquished and Vibhishan is put on 
the throne of Lanka, a matter that is causing you so much worry)'? (2). 

['In those days, wars were faught only during the day time. If the Sun is 
pushed out from the sky and his eternal enemy Rahu is placed in the vacant space in 
his place, the day won't dawn, and so the war wouldn't start. In the meanwhile, 
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Hanuman would go alone in the city during the darkness of the night and do away 
with Ravana and his ilk. Then he would put Vibhishan on the throne of Lanka. ] 


Not only this, I shall prove my loyalty to my Lord (Sri Ram) only when I will bring 
Ashwini Kumar, the physician of the Gods, forcefully. [And as forcefully make him 
contrive a device whereby Laxman can be revived. ] 

Or, shall I trounce ‘death’ underfoot like a humble mouse, and make the 
creatures fearless from it? [To wit, if the Lord permits, I would kill ‘death’ itself, or at 
least keep it pressed under my foot till it dies of its own due to strangulation. Once the 
‘death’ is done away with, the fear of it would be eliminated for all times to come. 
This would mean that no one would die henceforth; and obviously Laxman would too 
be spared from the clutches of ‘death’.] (3). 


Lord! It is because (or on the strength) of your grace and your might that I shall not 
delay a whit nor think for a moment in carrying out these works in full as promised by 
me to you. 

Hence, oh Lord of Tulsidas (tulasi-prabhu), order me to do whatever you 
think fit, and which would please you and will make me (more) endeared to you? (4). 

[It hurts and pains my heart when I see you in this pitiful condition. Tell me, 
have you forgotten me and my abilities? Don't you remember that when everything 
seemed lost and there was no hope of ever finding where Sita was, especially when 
our group was confronted by the formidable barrier of the ocean and the prospect of 
single-handedly entering the fortified city of the demons, a virtual forbidden place 
where even the Gods durst not peep, and coming back alive, it was I who had 
cheerfully done the imaginable. I had not only crossed the ocean, trounced the 
demons' morale and strength, but had burnt their so-called invincible city of Lanka to 
a smouldering heap of burnt out buildings and gardens, and had safely brought back 
the news of Sita. And you had then acknowledged my deeds publicly. 

Now then, I prithee, why don't you take my service now; why don't you put 
me to good use? Do you doubt me or my loyalty or my abilities? There is aught 
naught that I canst do for you, if only I get your nod. And in all sooth, I am eagerly 
waiting for this nod!] 
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suni hanumanta-bacana raghubira. 

satya, samira-suvana! saba layaka, kahyo rama dhari dhira.. 1.. 
cahiye baida, isa-ayasu dhari sisa kisa bala'aina. 

an'yo sadanasahita sovata hi, jaulaum palaka parai na.. 2.. 

jiyai kumvara, nisi milai mülika, kinhirn binaya susena. 

uthyo kapisa, sumiri sitapati calyo sajivani lena.. 3.. 

kalanemi dali begi bilokyau dronacala jiya jani. 

dékhi dibya osadhi jaham taham jari, na pari pahicani.. 4.. 

liyo uthaya kudhara kanduka-jyaum, bega na ja'i bakhani. 
jyaum dha'e gajaraja-udharana sapadi sudarasanapani.. 5.. 

ani pahara johare prabhu, kiyo baidaraja upacara. 

karunasindhu bandhu bhentyo, miti gayo sakala dukha-bhara.. 6.. 
mudita bhalu kapi-kataka, lahyo janu samara payonidhi para. 
bahuri thaurahi rakhi mahidhara ayo pavanakumara.. 7.. 

sena sahita sevakahi sarahata puni puni rama sujana. 

barasi sumana, hiya harasi prasansata bibudha baja'i nisana.. 8.. 
tulasidasa sudhi pa'i nisacara bha'e manahu binu prana. 

part bhorahi rora lankagarha, da'i hamka hanumana.. 9.. 


Hanuman's Glorious Achievement: 
The Bringing of the Sanjivani Herb that Revived Laxman 


Verse no. 6/9—Hearing the words of Hanuman, Raghubir (Lord Ram) felt reassured 
and please, and he patiently said, ‘It is true, oh son of the Wind-God! You can indeed 
do all these things (1). 


Now, there is first and foremost the immediate need of a physician (a doctor, a 
medicine man who uses herbs in the traditional method of treatment of diseases or 
ailments; a ‘Vaidya’).’ 

Keeping the Lord's orders on his head (i.e. he carried out the orders 
immediately on priority basis), the strong monkey (Hanuman) brought a ‘Vaidya’ 
who was asleep in his home, by scooping up the entire house in the fraction of a 
moment so small that one could not bat an eye-lid during the course of the time taken 
in this process! (2). 

['Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 7-8 that precede 
Doha no. 55.] 


The Vaidya was named Sushen. He said politely, ‘If the Sanjivani herb can be brought 
during the night itself (before sunrise), then the prince (Laxman) can be revived.’ 
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As soon as he heard this, the lord of monkeys (Hanuman) got up, remembered 
(invoked) Lord Sri Ram (in his heart and mind), and started-off to bring the herb? (3). 

[ Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Doha no. 55 and Chaupai line no. 1 
that follows it. 

Hanuman did not feel it necessary to take an express oral permission of Lord 
Ram before the journey, as this was implied when the Lord gave his permission to 
bring the medicine man named Sushen. Hanuman simply invoked the Lord’s strength 
by remembering him in his heart before he launched on his journey to the northern 
mountains where this rare herb was to be found.] 


On the way he slayed Kalnemi’, and soon saw Mt. Dronachal and recognised it by his 
sharp intellect. There he saw numerous herbs scattered here and there, but he could 
not specify (specifically recognise) the herb needed to revive Laxman‘ (4). 

Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, from Chaupai line no. 2 that 
precedes Doha no. 56—to Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 58. 

It so happened that a spy told Ravana that Sushen has been taken away, and he 
has given some advice to the enemy, i.e. Lord Ram. Hanuman has been deputed to go 
bring the necessary herb, and he is on his way through the passage of the sky. 
Immediately then, Ravana forced one of his demons named Kalnemi to go and stop 
Hanuman. This demon assumed the form of a hermit and created an illusion of a pond 
and a hermitage in the path of Hanuman. Flying overhead, when Hanuman saw this 
green patch of land with a water body, he decided to refresh himself with a drink of 
fresh water. On the ground he met this imposter Kalnemi who tried to poison him in 
the guise of giving him water to drink from his water pot. Hanuman meanwhile asked 
him to wait, and let him first go and take a bath in the pond. While he was bathing, 
another demoness who lived in it as a crocodile caught hold of Hanuman's feet and 
began pulling him inside the deep waters of the pond, whereat Hanuman killed him by 
tearing his mouth into two by pulling his jaws. At the time of death, this demoness 
resumed her original form of an Apsara (celestial damsel). She warned Hanuman 
about Kalnemi. So, Hanuman came back to this deceitful hermit and did him to death. 
The great wonder is that at the time of his death, this demon pronounced the holy 
name of Lord Ram, by the virtue of which he found his deliverance. This incident 
astonished Hanuman and pleased him at the same time. He was astonished that even 
demons had a soul that was yearning for salvation, and that they could find 
deliverance by saying the holy name of Lord Ram. This fact please him very much, 
and reinforced his belief in the mystical powers of Lord Ram and his divine name. 

^Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes 
Doha no. 58.] 


Then he lifted the entire mountain like it were a ball (playfully, without any effort)". 

No one can describe his speed and swiftness of that time. It appeared that the 
discus-bearing Lord Vishnu is rushing (dashing) forward to save the elephant king 
Gajraaj (from the jaws of death) (5). 

['Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes 
Doha no. 58. 

It so happened that Hanuman could not recognise the specific herb needed bo 
revive Laxman. He had but little time in his hands to research and procrastinate. So he 
thought it wise to scoop the whole mountain and take it back to Lanka. 

The story of the Elephant King named “Gajraaj” is this: In the ancient country of 
Dravid (the present day South India), there was a kingdom called Pandyaraaj whose 
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king was named Indradumna. He was a great devotee of Lord Vishnu and used to 
offer regular worship to the Lord with great diligence. Once, sage Agastya passed that 
way with his retinue of disciples. The king was so engrossed in the worship of the 
Lord that he did not notice the sage and neither did he get up to welcome him or pay 
his obeisance to him. This annoyed the sage and he cursed—" You are like a haughty 
and wild elephant who pays no heed to those standing in the front. Therefore, you 
deserve to become an elephant—so you would take a birth as an elephant.’ When the 
king died he became an elephant in a pleasant island in the middle of the Kshirsagar, 
the celestial ocean of milk. 

He had a majestic body and was very strong in his herd. Once he was playing 
with his she-elephants and companions in a large and beautiful pond. In this pond 
lived an alligator/crocodile who was actually a Gandharva (a semi-god) named Huhu 
in his previous life and had become an alligator due to a curse of sage Deval. The 
alligator /crocodile caught hold of the leg of the elephant and started pulling him 
inside the deep lake. The Gaja himself and all his companions tried their best but 
failed to free him from the mouth of the alligator. A long tussle followed and the 
elephant became completely exhausted. When the situation became so bad that the 
Gaja, the elephant, was about to sink fully inside the water, he broke a lotus flower 
and offered it to Lord Vishnu as his last worship and offering before dying. The 
merciful Lord rushed instantly astride his mount, called the Garud, to save him. 
Reaching the spot within a moment, the Lord pulled the Gaja out of the water with 
one hand, and with the other he opened the mouth of the alligator to yank the leg of 
the elephant free from its clutches. Then the Lord cut off the alligator's head with his 
circular weapon known as the Chakra. 

Both the  alligator/crocodile and the elephant found  liberation—the 
alligator/crocodile reverted to his earlier form of a Gandharva, and Gaja the elephant 
assumed a divine form similar to that of the Lord and went to his abode in the 
heaven.] 


In this swift way, he brought the mountain and bowed before the Lord. And the 
Vaidya (Sushen) administered the proper herb (drug) to Laxman (so that he was 
instantly revived). 

Thereafter, the ocean of mercy and compassion, Lord Ram, embraced his 
brother, and the entire burden caused by this unpleasant episode was removed? (6). 

[ Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Doha no. 61 along with Chaupai 
line nos. 1-3 that follow it.] 


The community (i.e. the army) of bears and monkeys was exceedingly jubilant as if 
they have already crossed the ocean of war. [With the revival of Laxman, not only 
Lord Ram but the entire army of the Lord too regained their lost hopes and spirits. A 
loud chorus of greetings and cheer rang out in their rank and file.] 

Thence, Hanuman took the mountain and placed it at its proper place’ (7). 

[Hanuman also took Sushen and placed his house at the spot from where he 
had brought it ealier. Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 4 that 
precedes Doha no. 62.] 


At that time, the most wise Lord Sri Ram, accompanied by the whole army, 
repeatedly praised his servant (follower, devotee: Hanuman) even as the Gods 
showered flowers (upon Hanuman), became joyous in their hearts, played their 
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trumpets/kettle-drums to celebrate the occasion, and praised him profusely in 
laudatory terms (8). 


Tulsidas says that when the demons heard this news (of Laxman's revival), they 
appeared to become lifeless (discouraged, despaired, hopeless and panicky)’. 

At the crack of dawn, when Hanuman roared, there was a tumult and panic in 
Lanka (9). 

['Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes 
Doha no. 62.] 
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raga kedara 
(6/10) 


kautuka hi kapi kudhara liyo hai. 

calyo nabha na'i matha raghunathahi, sarisa na bega biyo hai.. 1.. 
dekhyo jata jani nisicara, binu phara sara hayo hiyo hai. 

paryo kahi rama, pavana rakhyo giri, pura tehi teja piyo hai.. 2.. 

ja'i bharata bhari anka bhenti nija, jivana-dana diyo hai. 

dukha laghu lasana marama-ghayala suni, sukha baro kisa jiyo hai.. 3.. 
ayasu itahi, svami-sankata uta, parata na kachü kiyo hai. 

tulasidasa bidaryo akasa, so kaisekai jata siyo hai.. 4.. 


Hanuman-Bharat Meeting-I 


Verse no. 6/10—[Tulsidas now describes the incident that occurred while Hanuman 
was returning to Lanka with the mountain and the herb. As he flew in the night sky 
with the glittering herbs all decorating the sides of the huge mountain, and also due to 
his speed, from the ground it appeared that a comet is passing through, or a demon is 
flying away. Bharat saw this spectacle, and apprehending that something was amiss, 
he shot a headless arrow to bring down this mysterious being. Thereat, Hanuman fell 
to the ground, but even as he fell he muttered aloud the holy name of Lord Ram. 
Bharat was shocked to hear the Lord's name, and came rushing forward to 
investigate. He met Hanuman and they exchanged notes. Bharat enquired about the 
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whereabouts and welfare of the Lord, whereat Hanuman briefed him of the latest 
developments. 

Bharat was full of regrets and contrition. He was torn on the horns of a 
dilemma. On the one hand he had the orders from Lord Ram to stay in Ayodhya and 
take care of it and its citizens till the time the Lord comes back, and on the other hand 
he felt the urge to go to the Lord’s aid. The second option was impractical from the 
tidings of the state of affairs that Hanuman gave him. What would Bharat do alone, 
and it was impossible to assemble an army at such short notice and cover a huge 
distance from Ayodhya to Lanka. Besides this, the Lord already had an able army at 
his disposal. It made no sense to add to the confusion. 

Then there was no time: Hanuman had to rush because the herb had to be 
given to Laxman before dawn, and it was already late in the night. There were no 
planes in Ayodhya. So, giving thoughts to all the matters and weighing the pros and 
cons, Bharat thought it prudent to let Hanuman resume his journey forthwith, without 
any delay or demurring. 

These developments have been narrated herein below in verse nos. 6/10— 
6/14. 

Refer also to: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, from Chaupai line no. 8 that 
precedes Doha no. 58—to Doha no. 60.] 


Hanuman playfully scooped up (and lifted) the mountain. Then, bowing his head to 
Raghunath (Sri Ram), he started on the way back through the path of the sky. No one 
had the speed and swiftness that Hanuman had at that time (1). 


Seeing him passing over (Ayodhya) and thinking that he was some demon, Bharat 
shot a headless arrow (i.e. only the shaft) at his heart. 
Thus shot, he (Hanuman) cried aloud *Ram' as he fell down upon the ground. 
It seemed that the magnetic pull of the city of Ayodhya had sucked his strength. 
Meanwhile, the Wind God kept the huge mountain aloft (to protect Ayodhya 
from being crushed under its expanse and weight) (2). 


Then Bharat, having heard Hanuman exclaim *Ram', went near him, lifted him in his 
arms, and gave him the boon (blessing) of life. [That is, Bharat removed the arrow 
stuck in his body, gave him emergency treatment and first aid so that Hanuman was 
immediately revived back and his wound tended to.] 

Hearing that Laxman was wounded caused a little whit of worry and sadness 
to Bharat, but seeing that Hanuman was alive was a greater source of joy for him! (3). 

[This is because getting wounded is not a great source of worry for a brave 
warrior; it is part of the game and a way of life for them, to which all great warriors 
are trained to cope with and are accustomed to. But getting proper medicine in time 
for Laxman was far more important. 

This is the reason that finding Hanuman alive and active was a greater source 
of joy for Bharat—for now the medicine would reach Laxman, who was lying 
wounded in Lanka, on time. This would make it sure that Laxman rises hale and 
hearty. 

The power of herbs to give instant relief from injury and serious wounds is 
proved in the case of Hanuman also. Just like Laxman, Hanuman too was shot by an 
arrow. If he could be revived so easily and quickly by Bharat, then surely it is obvious 
that Bharat knew very well the powers and potentials of herbs to give immediate relief 
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and heal the wound. So he was not unduly worried about Laxman as he knew that 
once the proper medicine was applied on his wound and even given orally, Laxman 
would be out of danger immediately. What was more important now was to make sure 
that the bearer of that medicine, in this case it was Hanuman, reaches him soon and 
within the time frame. 

Bharat was very relieved to see that Hanuman was alright and out of danger; 
he was daring to resume his journey. Say, what would have happened if Haunman 
was so seriously injured that he wouldn’t have been able to resume his journey with 
the huge mountain in hand? No one else knew the location where Lord Ram and 
Laxman were present at that time: it was a far away land beyond the end of the land, 
in the middle of the vast ocean where no human had set foot till that date. No one in 
Ayodhya either knew the way to go there, nor would they dare to go. So it was 
extremely important that Hanuman was alright, hale and hearty after this accident. 

This is the reason why Bharat was more happy at Hanuman’s recovery than 
being sad at Laxman’s injury. | 


The Lord (Sri Ram) has ordered him (Bharat) to stay at Ayodhya while there is a 
looming danger of war on his (Lord's) head—this caused a huge consternation and 
dilemma for Bharat, but he could not do anything. 

Tulsidas compares Bharat's dilemma and perplexity to the question: if the sky 
is torn, how do we sew it? (There is no plausible solution to it; there is no answer to 


it) (4). 
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bharata-satrusudana biloki kapi cakita bhayo hai. 
rama-lasana rana jiti avadha a'e, kaidhaurn mohi bhrama, 
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kaidhaum kahü kapata thayo hai.. 1.. 

prema pulaki, pahicanikai padpaduma nayo hai. 
kahyo na parata jehi bhamti duhü bha'ina 
sanehasor so ura laya layo hai.. 2.. 

samacara kahi gaharu bho, tenhi tapa tayo hai. 
kudhara sahita carhau bisisa, begi pathavaum, suni 
hari hiya garaba gurha upayo hai.. 3.. 

tiratem utari jasa kahyo cahai, gunaganani jayo hai. 
dhani bharata! dhani bharata! karata bhayo, 
magana mauna rahyo mana anuraga rayo hai.. 4.. 
yaha jalanidhi khan'yo, mathyo, lamghyo, bamdhyo, amicayo hai. 
tulasidasa raghubira bandhu-mahimako sindhu 

tari ko kabi para gayo hai?.. 5.. 


Hanuman-Bharat Meeting-II 


Verse no. 6/11— Seeing Bharat and Shatrughan (who were look-alikes of Sri Ram and 
Laxman respectively), Hanuman was very confused and perplexed. 

He wondered: has Lord Ram and Laxman won victory in the war and returned 
to Ayodhya, or is this an illusion (as I seem to be hallucinating)? 

Or is this some sort of ploy, mischief or deception (created by the enemy, the 
demons) to deceive me? (1). 


Then when he (Hanuman) recognised them (and realized the truth that they were 
indeed the brothers of Lord Ram), he was thrilled with affection and bowed his head 
(reverentially) at their lotus-feet. 

The way those two brothers (endearingly, affectionately, enthusiastically, 
emotionally and eagerly) embraced him (Hanuman) cannot be described in words (2). 


Then he (Hanuman) gave them (i.e. updated them with) the whole news (about Lord 
Ram, Laxman and Sita), and said urgently, ‘I am getting late’. 

Hearing all this, Bharat was overcome with grief and anguish, and said, *You 
climb on (ride, mount) my arrow with the mountain; I shall send you immediately to 
where Lord Ram is.’ Hearing these words, a sense of pride emerged in the heart of 
Hanuman, albeit covertly! (3). 

[ Hanuman was proud because he vainly thought that he is so heavy, and 
added to his own weight was the weight of the mountain—how can the arrow lift 
them both, he wondered. So, he mounted the arrow to test its ability. He discovered to 
his amazement that the arrow could actually lift him with the mountain in his hand 
when Bharat raised his bow to shoot the arrow with Hanuman astride on it. 

Hanuman's pride vanished when he found that he looked like a mere fly atop 
the huge shaft of Bharat's arrow. So he climbed down from it as he felt he would be 
blown away or slip once the arrow was air-borne. 

Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Doha no. 60 along with Chaupai line 
nos. 6-8 that precede it.] 
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He began to sing the glories and good fame (virtues, valour, strength etc.) of Bharat, 
for the latter's excellent qualities and noble characters had won him over (or 
overwhelmed him). 

His mind was submerged in love, affection and endearment for Bharat, and 
saying ‘Bharat is great; Hail him’, he was so benumbed with surging emotions (and 
astonishment) that he fell silent (as he was unable to say anything more) (4). 


Tulsidas (compares the fame and glory of Bharat with an ocean and) says, ‘This 
physical ocean on the earth was dug up (by the sons of king Sagar), was churned (by 
the gods and demons in some ancient time in search of Amrit, the elixir of bliss and 
eternal life), was leapt across and measured (by Hanuman), was bridged or tamed (by 
the monkey architects Nal and Neel), and was drunk (by sage Agastya). But no poet 
(or any of the learned bards) has ever been able to cross the symbolic ocean 
represented by immensity of Bharat's greatness of glories, the immaculacy of his 
character, the auspiciousness of his nature and thoughts, and the excellency of his 
noble virtues which are matchless, famous and known world-wide. [To wit, though it 
is easy to fathom the physical ocean, it is impossible to measure the glories and 
virtues of Bharat. They are profound, immense and countless.] (5). 
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hoto nahi jau jaga janama bharatako. 

tau, kapi kahata, krpana-dhara maga cali acarata barata ko?.. 1.. 
dhiraja-dharama dharanidhara-dhurahGmtém gura dhura dharani dharata ko?. 
saba sadaguna sanamani ani ura, agha-auguna nidarata ko?.. 2.. 

sivahu na sugama saneha ramapada sujanani sulabha karata ko?. 

srji nija jasa-surataru tulasi kahani, abhimata pharani pharata kō?.. 3.. 


Hanuman-Bharat Meeting-III 
(Hanuman Praises the Glory of Bharat) 


Verse no. 6/12—[In this verse, Hanuman praises the excellent virtues of Bharat and 
his sense of love and devotion for Lord Ram. A similar praise for Bharat is mentioned 
in Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 4, 7-8 that precede Doha no. 
325; Chaupai line nos. 3-8 and Chanda line nos. 1-4 that precede Doha no. 326. 

Refer also to: Geetawali, Ayodhya Kand, verse nos. 2/79—2/81.] 
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Hanuman said, ‘Had Bharat not been born in this world, who would have set such an 
exemplary example of an immaculate life led in accordance with the best principles of 
living in a righteous and honourable way, because it is not an easy path to follow as it 
is similar to walking on the edge of a sharp sword! (1). 

[Bharat had shown by his example what is the meaning of deep love, 
affection, devotion, worship, reverence, steadfastness of vows, austerities, penances, 
renunciation, sacrifice, selflessness, righteousness, probity, propriety, brotherhood, 
spirit of surrender etc. He did not preach, but lived such a life. In the world where we 
live, practicing these principles is a most difficult proposition, fraught more with the 
danger of faltering and failing midway than of any achieving any measurable and 
commendable success.] 


Who would have borne in this world the burden of Dhiraj (*dhiraja"; having great 
patience, tolerance, courage, forebearance and fortitude, as well as of upholding the 
principles of Dharma (*dharama"; righteousness, probity, propriety, nobility, 
virtuous conduct), which are heavier than the burden of mountains (dharanidhara- 
dhurahümitem gura)? 

Who else would have, on the one hand, respectfully and willingly accepted in 
his heart all the good virtues and noble characters that one is expected to inculcate and 
practice (saba sadaguna sanamani ani ura), and, on the other hand, resolutely 
drive away or banish everything that is regarded as unrighteous, unethical, improper, 
vile and evil (agha-auguna nidarata ko)? (2). 


Besides this, the virtue of having love and devotion for the lotus-like feet of Lord Sri 
Ram (saneha ramapada), which is not easily possible (i.e. dificult) even for Lord 
Shiva to access or have (sivahu na sugama)—who would have made it so easily 
accessible for those who are pious and noble at heart (sujana) by showing them how 
it can be actually practiced if it was not Bharat (sulabha karata ko)? 

Who would have created the all wish-fulfilling Tree of Gods (*surataru") out 
of his own glories, good virtues and fame (srji nija jasa) to produce the desired fruits 
(*abhimata pharani pharata kō”; of devotion, worship, veneration, love and 
affection for Lord Ram that ultimately leads to emancipation and salvation of the 
soul) for Tulsidas (tulasi kahami)?? (3). 

[ Tulsidas means that for him and for all other devotees of Lord Ram, Bharat 
had set an example of devotion, love, surrender and service for the Lord. These 
virtues are like the fruits of the Kalpa Tree, the Tree of Gods, that fulfil all spiritual 
needs of the seeker.] 
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suni rana ghayala lasana paré haim. 

svamikaja sangrama subhatasom lohe lalakari lare haim.. 1.. 
suvana-soka, santosa sumitrahi, raghupati-bhagati bare haim. 
china-china gata sukhata, chinahim china hulasata hota hare haim.. 2.. 
kapisom kahati subhaya, ambake ambaka ambu bhare haim. 
raghunandana binu bandhu ku'avasara, jadyapi dhanu dusare haim.. 3.. 
‘tata! jahu kapi samga’, ripusüdana uthi kara jori kharē haim. 

pramudita pulaki painta püre janu bidhibasa sudhara dhare haim.. 4.. 
amba-anujagati lakhi pavanaja-bharatadi galani gare haim. 

tulasi saba samujhaya matu tehi samaya saceta kare haim.. 5.. 


Hanuman meets Laxman's Mother Sumitra 


Verse no. 6/13—Sumitra, the mother of Laxman, heard (the news) that Laxman is 
lying wounded in the battle-field, and that he had faught valiantly with the warrior of 
the opposite side, i.e. Meghnad, for the sake of his Lord (Sri Ram) (1). 


At this information, she was indeed extremely anguished and worried at the condition 
of her son, albeit at the same time she felt happy and satisfied that he (Laxman) has 
accepted Raghupati's (Sri Ram's) devotion’. 

['To wit, Sumitra was glad that her son Laxman has obeyed her advice that 
she gave him at the time of departure for the forest. He has lived upto her expectation 
by faithfully and loyally serving his Lord Sri Ram like a true devotee and follower 
should do, and to prove his faith and love for Lord Ram he has cheerfully made the 
supreme sacrifice by laying down his life. Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, 
from Chaupai line no. | that precedes Doha no. 74—to Chanda line nos. 1-4 that 
precede Doha no. 75 wherein Sumitra has very explicitly advised Laxman to treat 
Lord Ram and Sita as his father and mother respectively, and make all sincere efforts 
in good faith to serve them to the best of his ability. So when she heard from 
Hanuman’s accounts that Laxman was lying mortally wounded because he had fought 
for the Lord’s cause, she felt very contented in her heart.] 

She was swaying between two extremes of emotions: at one moment her body 
got agitated and shivered by overwhelming sorrows and grief (at the ominous news 
that Hanuman had brought, especially that her dear son Laxman was mortally 
wounded and on the verge of death), and the next moment she recovered herself and 
regained her poise, feeling cheerful and proud (about her son Laxman and his noble 
deeds, that he has lived upto her expectations and stood fast in his vows of love and 
loyalty for Sri Ram). (2). 


Then, mother Sumitra had tears in her eyes and said to Hanuman earnestly, ‘It is 
because of grave misfortunes and malignant forces of destiny that Sri Ram has been 
separated from his brother (Laxman) though both of them (Sri Ram and Laxman) had 
their bows with them? (3). 
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[The two brothers were well armed and were competent enough to protect 
themselves and each other. They had defeated most fearsome demons while 
protecting the fire sacrifice of sage Vishwamitra. It is only because of malicious and 
unfavourable stars that Laxman is dying and his brother Sri Ram could not protect 
him from getting harmed. ] 


[Then she turned towards Shatrughan and said—] ‘Dear! You go with Hanuman!’ 
Immediately on hearing it, Shatrughan stood up with hands joined together at the 
palms (as a gesture of humble submission and a signal that he fully agrees with what 
has been ordered him to do). His body was overcome with thrill, and he was so glad 
as if all the bets had been set in his favour’ (4). 

[ Shatrughan was raring to go with Hanuman and help Lord Ram in the war, 
fighting shoulder-to-shoulder with the Lord and replacing Laxman should it so 
happen that he is not revived. He saw in this his chance to prove that his love and 
affection and loyalty for Lord Ram was no less even by a whit than that of Bharat or 
Laxman. | 


Seeing such a condition of the mother and the younger brother (Shatrughan), both 
Hanuman as well as Bharat became contrite and remorseful. 

Tulsidas says that the mother, on her part, when she observed the depressed 
mental state of the three (Hanuman, Bharat and Shatrughan), immediately recovered 
her self and overcame her emotions. She acted prudently now, and alerted the three 
about the urgency of the task at hand’. (5). 

[When Sumitra saw that Bharat, Hanuman and Shatrughan have become 
overcome with grief and sorrows, thereby losing their wits, their sense of judgement, 
prudence and wisdom in a surging tide of gloomy emotions, she immediately 
recovered her composure and decided to act wisely. She realized that what she had 
ordered, that Shatrughan should go with Hanuman to join the battle at Lanka, was 
most impractical and grave in its import. There are a variety of reasons why it was 
improper and rash to send Shatrughan away to Lanka because any reckless action 
could be ruinous and detrimental to the welfare of all, specially when a calamitous 
war was looming over Sri Ram. 

Shatrughan had been taking care of the affairs of the kingdom of Ayodhya 
during the long period of absence of Bharat who was living in self-imposed exile as a 
recluse, and Lord Ram who was away in the forest. Such impulsive actions as sending 
Shatrughan to a far away land at so short a notice would leave Ayodhya without a 
care-taker, and it would result in total chaos and anarchy. 

Then there was the question of his actually traveling to Lanka: while Hanuman 
could fly in the sky, how will Shatrughan go? If he is made to mount on Hanuman's 
shoulders, that would only add an additional weight on him because he has to carry 
the mountain too. It will also slow him down, and it would be suicidial because it was 
necessary that he swiftly reached Lanka so that the herb could be administered to 
Laxman before dawn. Hanuman would be in a quandary: he would not be able to 
refuse to carry Shatrughan on his back as it would seem very bad and impolite, but it 
would be very cumbersome for him to carry an addional weight of Shatrughan, in 
addition to the weight of the great mountain that he was already bearing in his hand, 
who is sure to be heavily armed and carry some extra weapons and arsensel for Lord 
Ram and Laxman as the two brothers had nothing but their bows and arrows at the 
time. So that practically rules out any way by which Shatrughan can reach Lanka in 
the short course of the remaining time of the night. 
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Secondly, she loved Shatrughan and Bharat no less than she loved Sri Ram 
and Laxman. She did not wish to take the fateful, horrific risk of sending another son 
to face an uncertain future, for the outcome of the ongoing war at Lanka was yet 
unknown and unpredictable—as all wars are! 

This explains why Sumitra immediately changed her decision of sending 
Shatrughan with Hanuman. That Shatrughan remained in Ayodhya and didn’t go to 
Lanka is a fact, and in the context of this verse and especially stanza no. 4, this is the 
only plausible explanation for it.] 
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binaya sunayabi pari paya. 

kahaum kaha, kapisa! tumha suci, sumati, suhrda subhaya.. 1.. 
svami-sankata-hetu haum jara janani janamyo jaya. 

samau pa'i, kaha'i sevaka ghatyo tau na sahaya.. 2.. 

kahata sithila saneha bho, janu dhira ghayala ghaya. 
bharata-gati lakhi matu saba rahi jyaum guri binu baya.. 3.. 
bhenta kahi kahibo, kahyo yorn kathina-manasa maya. 

‘lala! lone lasana-sahita sulalita lagata namya'".. 4.. 

dekhi bandhu-saneha, amba subha'u, lasana-kuthaya. 

tapata tulasi tarani-trasuka ehi nayé tihum taya.. 5.. 


Bharat and Kaushalya's Message for Lord Ram 


Verse no. 6/14—[Bharat said to Hanuman—] ‘Oh Kapis (i.e. Hanuman, the lord of 
the monkeys)! When you reach Lord Ram, please catch hold of his feet (on my 
behalf) and convey my prayer to him. What more can I tell you? You are by nature of 
a pure and wise mind and intellect (suci), have wisdom (i.e. maturity of thought: 
sumati), and are of an amiable, friendly, brotherly and affable temperament (suhrda 
subhaya) (1). 


My wicked mother (Kaikeyi) has given birth to me to give (or to be the cause of) a lot 
of trouble to the Lord (Sri Ram)’. How unfortunate and evil-lucked I am that when the 
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time came to help the Lord, I could not provide any service to him inspite of being 
called his servant (here meaning, his ‘younger brother’ and ‘not a menial servant’).’ 
(2). 

[ Bharat refers to Lord Ram going to the forest and suffering from all the 
subsequent horrors because of his wicked mother Kaikeyi who was so extremely 
selfish that she wished to make her son, Bharat, the king, and in her evil over-zeal she 
inflicted uncountable miseries on Lord Ram, and Laxman and Sita were too dragged 
into the vortex of this misery by the virtue of their love for the Lord. Bharat laments 
that in the end it was he who proved to be the villain of the piece, albeit he was 
absolutely innocent and had no inkling of his mother’s vicious nature till it was too 
late. ] 


Saying thus, he became was overcome with emotions of love and affection, benumbed 
like a person, no matter how brave and valiant and courageous he is, becomes weary 
and lacking in energy due to his serious wounds’. 

Seeing this condition of Bharat, all the mothers? became distraught and heavy 
at heart like a kite without an air current to support it (3). 

[A brave warrior’s spirit is not broken by the physical injuries he suffers 
during battle, but grave injuries to the body do indeed sap his energy and vigour, and 
makes him physically crippled and unable to continue the fight. This is what is meant 
by getting ‘weary due to wounds’. 

`The ‘other mothers’ here are Sumitra, the mother of Laxman, and Kaushalya, 
the mother of Lord Ram. It should be noted that the third mother, i.e. Kaikeyi, was 
shunned by Bharat for the rest of his life. {Refer: Geetawali, Uttar Kand, verse no. 
7/37.} 

Hence, Kaikeyi was forced to hide her face in obscurity for life in some inner 
part of the royal palace. It were Sumitra and Kaushalya who came rushing to the spot 
when the word spread that Bharat has met some messenger of Lord Ram.] 


[Then Kaushalya, mother of Lord Ram, said—] ‘Dear (Hanuman)! Meet Sri Ram and 
tell him that his stern hearted (emotionless) mother has said these words—“Oh son! 
Your name looks adorable only when conjoined (i.e. in conjunction, accompanied) 
with that of my lovely son Laxman.” (4). 

['She means that you will be adored, admired or welcomed only when you 
come back to Ayodhya with Laxman by your side. Conversely, it means that it would 
be better if Sri Ram does not show his face in Ayodhya without Laxman who has laid 
down his life for him. 

To Lord Ram's credit, this is exactly what he said while lamenting for 
Laxman. Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 3-17 that precede 
Doha no. 61.] 


Tulsidas observes that Hanuman, who could torment even the scorching sun’, was 
himself now being tormented by the three sorrows originating from the surge of 
affection on part of Bharat (and his frustration and despair), at the statement of the 
mother (that Sri Ram sould not return without Laxman), and at the thought of 
Laxman's wound (and the chances of his revival) (5). 

[This alludes to his childhood episode when he had lunged forward to eat the 
sun thinking it to be a ripe red fruit in the sky.] 
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hrdaya gha'u méré pira raghubirai. 

pa'i sajivana, jagi kahata yom premapulaki bisaraya sarirai.. 1.. 
mohi kaha büjhata puni puni, jaise patha-aratha-caraca kirai. 
sobha-sukha, chati-lahu bhüpakaham, kévala kanti-mola hirai.. 2.. 
tulasi suni saumitri-bacana saba dhari na sakata dhirau dhirai. 
upama rama-lasanaki pritiki kyorn dijai khirai-nirai.. 3.. 


Laxman's Revival 


Verse no. 6/15—[Coming back to the battle-field, Tulsidas resumes his narration—] 
When Laxman was revived back to life after administration of the Sanjivini herb and 
asked how he felt, he forgot about any pain or wound afflicting his body, and said 
cheerfully with an emotionally thrilled body, *My heart has suffered only the wound, 
but its pain is actually felt by Raghubir (Sri Ram)! (1). 

[The Shakti or the energized arrow that Meghnad had shot, had hit Laxman 
on the chest, near his heart. Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 
7 that precedes Doha no. 54. 

Though he was revived by the herb, the physical wound would take some time 
to heal and its scar to blend with the skin tissue. It cannot be expected that is healed 
by magic as if nothing had happened. The healing process of the physical wound and 
its scar would take some time. 

What Laxman means here is that albeit the physical wound was suffered by 
him, the real pain in the form of extreme shock and profound agony and grief was 
suffered by Lord Ram. 

Laxman says that as far as he 1s concerned, nothing serious has happened; 
getting injured in the battle-field is a part of a warriors life. What actually matters is 
this trifling issue was the cause of so much pain and agony for Lord Ram.] 


Even as someone asks a parrot about the meaning of the words it is repeatedly 
pronouncing, so why do you all repeatedly pester me with such irrelevant querries”? 

[/A parrot learns the words by heart and chatters incessantly what he has 
learnt, but he does not understand an iota of it. So, when everyone around him asked 
him how he felt, he got annoyed. Laxman says all his feelings rest with Sri Ram; his 
personal feelings have no consequence. No one understands the special emotional 
bond of love and affection that he and Lord Ram share. It is clear in the next 
instance—] 

The richness, glamour, magnificence, majesty and joy that is associated with 
the possession of a diamond, or the pain of loss and the pride of getting or acquiring it 
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belongs to the king (who wears or possesses it), whilst only the intrinsic value and 
glitter belongs to the diamond’ (2). 

[P Here, Lord Ram is like the ‘king’, and Laxman is like the ‘diamond’. It is the 
king who knows the real worth of the diamond. If it is rare and priceless, the king will 
exult when he possesses it, and if he loses it he would go into severe bout of dejection 
and despair, and would barter any thing he possesses if someone brings that diamond 
to him. 

The diamond does not know its value or worth or qualities or characteristics; it 
is the king who knows them. It is the king who feels the pain of losing a priceless 
diamond; it is he who rejoices on getting it. The diamond only serves the king mutely 
by adding to his joys and pleasures and splendour and grandeour when he wears it; it 
only exacerbates his agony and pain when it is lost. 

Similarly, Laxman’s value is known and measured only by Lord Ram: it is he 
only who knows how important Laxman is in his life. No one else can judge it.] 


Tulsidas says that hearing such emotional words of Laxman that were marked by 
humility, modesty and submission, even those who are renowned for their patience, 
courage and fortitude would be moved and become emotional and sentimental. 

Forsooth and in all sooth, the bond of love and affection betwixt Lord Ram 
and Laxman is so intangible and profound that no comparison can be made; nay, not 
even with ‘water and milk’ (khtrai-nirai)* (3). 

(‘Usually poets and bards compare the inseparable relationship between two 
individuals by comparing it with the relationship of water with milk. They are both 
inseparable from one another. But sometimes this comparison fails: for water can be 
drained out or evaporated from milk, leaving only the latter’s solidified constituents. 

But in the case of Lord Ram and Laxman, the bond is so strong and abiding 
and unbreakable that either both live together, or none of them lives. ] 


Kk K k k 2K 2K K K 


Section 15.4: Kavitawali Ramayan 


Kavitawali Ramayan, Lanka Kand, verse nos. 52-55 


We have read above, in Section 15.3, what ‘Geetawali Ramayan’ says about those 
critical moments during the epic War of Lanka when Laxman was wounded. Now, a 
more crisper version is presented in Kavitawali Ramayan. Let us have a quick read of 
it, and then move on to the next phase of the epic War. 


This episode, of Laxman’s faining and revival, is narrated in Kavitawali Ramayan, 
Lanka Kand, verse nos. 52-55 as follows: 


The Fainting of Laxman 


ac Aae warts fare ast are, 
smu ste youre er diet ar 
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52. mani méghanadasom pracari bhire bhari bhata, 
apane apana purusaratha na dhila Kī. 

ghayala lakhanalalu lakhi bilakhane ramu, 

bha' asa sithila jagannivasa-dilaki.. 

bha'lko na mohu chohu siyako na tulasisa 

kahairh 'maim bibhisanaki kachu na sabila ki". 

laja bamha boleki, nevajeki sambhara-sara 

sahébu na ramu-sé bala'i le'um silaki..52.. 


Verse no. 6/52—Many brave warriors, who were proud of their bravery, clashed with 
Meghnad, and they did not refrain from showing their valour, strength and prowess. 
Seeing Laxman injured, Lord Ram started weeping and wailing in distress, and the 
heart of him (Ram), who is the abode of the world, lost all hopes. The Lord of 
Tulsidas does not worry about the loss of his own brother, or Sita, but is terribly upset 
that he could not make any suitable arrangement for Vibhishan. He is more worried 
about Vibhishan because he is very sensitive to his responsibilities towards the latter 
(since he has taken the Lord's refuge). There is no master or Lord compared to Lord 
Ram—I (Tulsidas) say it earnestly and bow before this unique character, natural 
disposition and quality of Sri Ram (to look after the welfare of his dependants). 


[Note—This incident, i.e. ‘the fainting of Laxman and his subsequent revival, has 
been described also in (1) Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, from Chaupai line no. 6 
that precedes Doha no. 54—to Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes Doha no. 62; and (ii) 
Geetawali, Lanka Kand, verse nos. 5-15.] 
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53. kanana basu dasananu so ripu 
ananaásri sasi jiti liyo hai. 

bali maha balasali dalyo 

kapi pali bibhisanu bhüpu kiyo hai.. 
tiya hari, rana bandhu paryo 

pai bharyo saranagata soca hiyo hai. 
bamha-pagara udara krpala 
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kaham raghubiru so biru biyo hai..53.. 


Verse no. 6/53—Inspite of hardships of living in a forest and having an enemy as 
formidable as Ravana, the beauty of the countenance of Sri Ram's face has surpassed 
(won over) that of the Moon. He slayed most powerful Bali and protected Sugriv 
(from Bali's torment), and made Vibhishan the king of Lanka. On the other hand, his 
wife was stolen (kidnapped) and brother has fallen in the battle-field—still Sri Ram is 
worried about him who has sought refuge at his feet (about Vibhishan). Indeed, where 
would one find such a benevolent, magnanimous and merciful Lord as Sri Ram to 
give protection to those who have sought the protection of his arms? 


a fee  suarer WATS a Sei | 
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54. linho ukhari paharu bisala, 
calyo tehi kala, bilambu na layo. 
marutanandana marutako, manako, 
khagarajako begu lajayo.. 

ükhi tura 'tulasi' kahato, 

pai hi'émi upamako sama'u na ayo. 
mano prataccha parabbataki nabha 
līka lasi, kapi yorn dhuki dhayo..54.. 


Verse no. 6/54—[When the physician named Sushen prescribed the herb called 
Sanjivani found in the Himalayan Mountains, Hanuman went north to fetch it from 
Dronachal Mountain, but unable to recognize the herb he uprooted the entire 
mountain]. 

Without wasting any time, he (Hanuman) immediately uprooted the huge 
mountain and started back towards Lanka. He left to shame even wind, Garud (the 
mount of Lord Vishnu) and mind in speed and swiftness. 

Tulsidas says that he tried in vain to find anything to compare with his speed 
and swiftness of movement as he darted across the sky, so he has abandoned the 
attempt (to describe it). Hanuman leapt so fast and darted like a streak of lightening 
across the sky that he left a trail behind him in it (i.e. he moved so fast that the 
mountain appeared to stretch from point-to-point across the sky). 
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erer eee AeA gma or, 
MaRi deer aA ares afer Bi 15511 


55, calyo hanumana, suni jatudhana kalanemi 
pathayo, so muni bhayo, payo phalu chali kai. 
sahasa ukharo hai paharu bahu jojanako, 
rakhavare mare bhare bhüri bhata dali kai.. 
begu, balu, sahasa, sarahata krpala ramu, 
bharataki kusala, acalu lyayo cali kai. 

hatha harinathake bikane raghunatha janu, 
silasindhu tulasisa bhalo man'yo bhali kai..55.. 


Verse no. 6/55—Hearing that Hanuman had gone to fetch the life-restoring herb, 
Ravana sent a demon called Kalnemi to intervene and stop him. He assumed the form 
of a hermit and (in an attempt to cheat and trap Hanuman) got killed himself. 
Hanuman easily lifted a very large mountain, many miles long, killed and destroyed 
numerous demons and the greatest of warriors. 

‘Look, Hanuman has brought back the mountain and the news of welfare of 
Bharat.’ Saying this, the merciful Lord Ram was lavish in his praise of Hanuman’s 
valour, fame, courage and swiftness as if the Lord was highly indebted and obliged to 
him. 

The Lord of Tulsidas, i.e. Lord Ram, blessed and obliged Hanuman in all 
possible ways.” 
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Chapter 16 


Battle with Kumbhakaran and His Death 


Once Laxman was brought back to life, there was loud rejoicing and a thunderous 
cheer in Lord Ram’s camp as if a bright sun has shone from behind a thick blanket of 
dark clouds that a few moments ago had engulfed the whole army of the Lord in a 
thick veil of despair, despondency and lost hopes, while the opposite prevailed now in 
Ravana’s camp where a similar dark pall of gloom marked by dejection, despondency 
and lost hopes descended heavily on it, as if it was transferred magically to it from the 
Lord’s camp by the fiat of fate and a decree of destiny which destined aught but the 
doom and destruction of the cruel, sinful, evil, pervert and unholy demon race. 

Now starts the next phase of the epic War of Lanka, and the third day of the 
battle. Ravana woke up his brother Kumbhakaran and prevailed upon him to join the 
war for the honour of the demon race and their family. Kumbhakaran gave a tough 
fight to Lord Ram and his army, but by-and-by he fell down and met his end. But 
what a wonderful end it was—for at the time of his death his soul emerged from his 
body as a brilliant shaft of light and directly entered Lord Ram’s holy body, 
symbolising the merger of the individual creature’s Atma with the Supreme Atma, the 
‘Parmatma’, represented by Lord Ram. 
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This sort of end is regarded as the best destiny for the soul of a dying creature 
whereby the soul is freed from the fetters of the gross body to which it was bound till 
now, to attain eternal liberation and deliverance by merging with its parent known as 
the Supreme Soul, also called the ‘Parmatma’, the Supreme Being to become one and 
inseparable with the latter. This exalted destiny of the soul is called ‘Mukti’ as it is an 
eternal form of freedom from this gross mundane world marked by the cycle of birth 
and death with its attendant chain of endless miseries, pains, grief and torments. This 
destiny is also called ‘Moksha’ because now onwards there is no return of the soul to 
this mundane world and its countless miseries and pains. It helps the soul to attain 
eternal peace, bliss, beatitude and felicity. It is a much sought-after destination for the 
soul for which great sages, ascetics and hermits, those who are wise, enlightened and 
self-realised, do so many sacrifices, perform so many religious duties, and suffer 
hardships voluntarily. 

Though Kumbhakaran was a demon by his body, but his soul, which 
incidentally was his ‘true self’, was extremely pure and holy, for otherwise this 
destiny was not at all possible for him. 


We shall now commence reading about the ferocious battle between Kumbhakaran 
and Lord Ram, and his final deliverance at the hands of the Lord. This confrontation 
occurred on the third day of the Great War. 

For this narration, we shall be reading the relevant verses from the two classics 
‘Ram Charit Manas’ and ‘Adhyatma Ramayan’, as we have been doing till now, in 
the following two Sections of this Chapter no. 16: 

Section 16.1: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, from Chaupai line no. 5 that 
precedes Doha no. 62—to Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 72. 

Section 16.2: Adhyatma Ramayan, Lanka/Yudha Kand, Canto 7, verse nos. 
40-70; Canto 8, verse nos. 1-30; 49-52. This narration form Adhyatma Ramayan also 
has sage Narad’s prophesy where he tells Lord Ram how the events will unfold in the 
battle-field in the next few days. 


Now therefore, let us commence with our narration. 


Section 16.1: Ram Charit Manas 


Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha 
no. 62—to Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 72. 


"Tg sr CaM GAS | atte femme OPT UP Fat ASH UG ll 
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yaha brttanta dasanana suné't. ati bisada puni puni sira dhune'ü. 5. 
byakula kumbhakarana pahim ava. bibidha jatana kari tahi jagava. 6. 


When the ten-headed Ravana heard of this development (that Laxman had regained 
consciousness, is hale and hearty as earlier, and that he seething with anger and full of 
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wrath, raring to face the demons in the battle-field with renewed vigour and 
vengeance), he was crestfallen, gloomy and flabbergasted. 

Being overcome with a sense of hopelessness, despondency and consternation, 
and fearing for the worst, Ravana repeatedly beat his head in frustration and 
exasperation’. (5) 


Agitated and exasperated, Ravana went to Kumbhakaran (his younger brother), and 
employed different methods to wake him up from his deep slumber’. (6) 


[Note—'Ravana was elated when he heard earlier that Laxman was fatally wounded 
and lay unconscious in the battle-field. He welcomed this news because if something 
ill happened to Laxman, it would mean Lord Ram would be extremely demoralized, 
and that would bear negatively on his will to fight the rest of the war with vigour and 
enthusiasm. Not only the Lord himself, but his whole army too would be overcome 
with gloom and loss of hope with Laxman fallen, and it is an axiom that an army with 
low morale has lost the battle even before it actually commences. So the news of 
Laxman's fainting at the end of the previous day's battle was a matter of rejoicing for 
the demons. 

Ravana had done all he could to stop Hanuman from bringing the required 
herb that would revive Laxman; or at least delay him from bringing it within the 
allotted time slot. But all his hopes were dashed when the news came that Laxman has 
got up hale and hearty, and he is cheerful and full of vigour as earlier. Ravana was 
astonished that Laxman would not show any signs of fatigue or pain, and from what 
he was informed of Laxman it seemed that the latter was completely comfortable and 
relaxed as if he had just got up from a refreshing sleep. 

This unexpected development unveiled Ravana’s darkest fears lurking in his 
heart, stoking terror in him, for now he feared for the worst. He was sure that now 
Laxman would unleash the full force of his wrath and unreserved vengeance upon 
him and the rest of the demons army as a means of punishing them, and to exact the 
severest retribution from the whole demon race. And Laxman’s wrath was no 
ordinary anger; he was a personified form of Seshnath, the legendary thousand- 
headed celestial Serpent, and when this Serpent begins to pour out his scorching 
venom, it would virtually boil the whole demon race in a cauldron of fire from which 
there is no escape. 

Ravana also feared that the monkey and bear army would now fight with extra 
vengeance and renewed energy, and with the knowledge and experience of what they 
could do with the demons as witnessed in the previous days of battle, the future 
seemed hopelessly dark, gloomy and doomed. 

Moreover, Ravana was highly worried and full of consternation about the 
safety of his son Meghanad, because it was he who had wounded Laxman the 
previous day in the battle-field, and hence it was natural that Meghanad would be 
Laxman’s first target to be brought down in the next day’s battle; Meghanad would 
have to bear the brunt of Laxman’s wrath if he was seen by the latter in the battle- 
field. 

This is the simple and obvious reason why Ravana chose not to send 
Meghanad into the battle ground the next day; instead he decided to request 
Kumbhakaran, Ravana’s younger brother, to lead the demon forces in the next day’s 
battle. 
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*Kumbhakaran had got a boon from Brahma, the creator, that he would sleep for long 
times at a stretch, for six months continuously. It was because when Brahma saw his 
huge body and excellent appetite, he felt that if this fellow were to eat daily then the 
whole creation would suffer from a virtual famine as he would devour everything 
worth eating sooner rather than latter. So the creator asked goddess Saraswati, the 
goddess of speech and wisdom, to corrupt his mind so that he asks for a boon to sleep, 
which Brahma would gladly grant instantly, without losing a moment and giving 
Kumbhakaran a chance to realize the stupidity of his request. {Apropos: Ram Charit 
Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line nos. 6-8 that precede Doha no. 177.} 

If we closely examine the narrative of the Ramayan, any version we chose to 
read, one thing will be found to be common—that Kumbhakaran came to learn about 
the destructive war, and the reason why it started, only now when Ravana went to 
arouse him from his deep sleep and asked him to help by joining the war for the 
honour of the family and the demon race. Kumbhakaran was astonished by this 
request, and he saw Ravana’s face pale and ridden with worries, something he had 
never ever seen before. So he asked his brother what has happened, upon which 
Ravana disclosed about Sita’s abduction, and the subsequent developments leading to 
the current war. 

It is because he had been fast asleep all through; and he was not at all aware of 
what calamity had befallen upon the unfortunate demon race due to the madness of 
his brother Ravana. As we shall soon read below, when Kumbhakaran comes to learn 
about the ill developments, he chided Ravana and remonstrated with him in the 
strongest possible terms. 

That Kumbhakaran would sleep for long periods of time suited Ravana well 
enough though, because with Vibhishan too kept out of the way and marginalized by 
allowing him to follow his religious practices privately in seclusion, Ravana ensured 
that he was free to do whatever he wished to do, with no one to oppose him. And 
when Vibhishan dared to oppose Ravana once, he was kicked out of the kingdom 
unceremoniously (apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 2 that 
precedes Doha no. 38—to Doha no. 41). 

Since Kumbhakaran was in deep slumber, it was difficult to wake him up 
easily. So many methods were employed: perhaps loud music was played right beside 
his ears; perhaps he was poked by sharp pointed weapons; perhaps something was 
inserted in his nose and ears and mouth to titillate him; perhaps his creeper-like body 
hairs were pulled; perhaps giant demons danced and thumped on his chest.] 


amt fefe dfaa har aS Ae ee aft TAT O UI 
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jaga nisicara dekhi'a kaisa. manahum kalu deha dhari baisa. 7. 
kumbhakarana büjha kahu bha'l. kahe tava mukha rahe sukha^. 8. 


When at last the demon (Kumbhakaran) woke up, he looked like a gigantic and 
fearful personification of Kaal, the god of death, itself. (3) 


Looking around he saw Ravana close by. Observing that Ravana had a pale face and a 
countenance that seemed to be overcast with dark clouds of fear and worries, 
Kumbhakaran enquired, *Oh brother, what is the matter; why is your face so pale, and 
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why is your countenance so lifeless, dry and withered? What is so serious a thing to 
afflict you so much?’ (4) 


HA het Ga ate ssa i AE wenn tat Se sat uu 
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katha kahi saba tehim abhimani. jehi prakara sita hari ani. 9. 

tata kapinha saba nisicara mare. maha maha jodha sanghare. 10. 
durmukha suraripu manuja ahari. bhata atikaya akampana bhari. 11. 
apara mahodara adika bira. pare samara mahi saba ranadhira. 12. 


Ravana proudly told him about the whole affair, about how he had stolen Sita and 
brought her to Lanka’. (9) 


Ravana said, *My dear (tata). The monkeys have slayed a greater part of the demon 
army; all the great among demon warriors have been killed. (10) 


The most formidable demons warriors, such as the ones who had the most ferocious 
countenances (durmukha), those who were renowned enemies of the gods and 
terrified them with their mere presence (suraripu), those who devoured human beings 
and used them as their fodder (manuja ahari), those warriors who had huge bodies 
(atikaya --- bhari), those were steady and sturdy in the battle-field (akampana)--- 
(11), 


--- In addition to them, the great demon named Mahodar, and many more like him 
(apara mahodara adika bira)—well, unfortunately, all have fallen dead in the 
battle-field.’ (12) 


[Note— What was there for Ravana to be so proud of? Well, Ravana meant that it 
was a matter of great pride for him to have been able to bring Sita because it was not 
an easy task. Why was it not an easy task? It is because her husband, Lord Ram, was a 
mighty brave warrior, one who had broken the formidable bow of Lord Shiva to 
marry Sita in Janakpur, and was an incarnate Lord Vishnu, the Supreme Lord of the 
world, and therefore fact that Lord Ram could not protect his wife Sita while Ravana 
took her away was naturally a great feat in its own right, something to boast of. 

This above reason is from the perspective of this gross mortal world. But if we 
are to go deeper, then the meaning changes: from the spiritual perspective Ravana 
rejoiced that at last he has found a way to compel the Supreme Being to come all the 
way from heaven right up to his doorstep, in Lanka, to grant his soul liberation and 
deliverance from the cage of a sinful demon-body in which it is trapped, and thereby 
grant emancipation and salvation to him, all done so easily and without the hassles of 
having to undergo hardships associated with the usual methods that lead to this 
exalted destiny of the soul, such as doing Tapa (penance, austerity), Yoga 
(meditation), Dhyan (contemplation), Vairagya (renunciation), Yagya (sacrifices), 
Vrat (religious observances) etc. 
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Great sages, ascetics and hermits spend their lifetime searching for the Lord 
but fail; yet Ravana managed to get the same Lord come fact-to-face before him, and 
then compelled the Lord to free his soul from the evil body of a demon by piercing it 
with his arrows to let the soul escape from it. So was this not a great achievement by 
Ravana to be worthy of being proud of? Surely it was; and so he was. ] 


@0. gA gahe ae da Suen ferent | 
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suni dasakandhara bacana taba kumbhakarana bilakhana. 
jagadamba hari ani aba satha cahata kalyana. 62. 


Hearing the words of Ravana, the one with ten shoulders (dasakandhara), 
Kumbhakaran was taken aback; he lamented gravely and expressed his displeasure 
unreservedly. 

Sternly admonishing Ravana for his misadventure, Kumbhakaran said, ‘Oh 
you wicked and stupid one. After having abducted the Mother of the World 
(jagadamba hari ani), how foolish it is of you to expect anything good for yourself? 
Say, how incongruous and incredulous it is for you to expect wellness after what you 
have done!" (Doha no. 62) 


[Note—'One will not fail to observe that Kumbhakaran’s advice is on the same lines 
of what Vibhishan had said earlier at the time when Ravana kicked him out. (Refer: 
Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line nos. 5-7 that precede Doha no. 38; and 
Doha no. 40 along with Chaupai line nos. 7-8 that precede it. } 

Let us take a deeper look at the episode of Kumbhakaran—from the moment 
he was woken up by his elder brother Ravana, the way he reacted when first informed 
by him of Sita's abduction, the way he has blessed and congratulated his younger 
brother Vibhishan for taking refuge with Lord Ram a little while later when the two 
met each other in the battle-field, and the final moments of his death when his soul, 
his Atma, emerged from his body as a brilliant shaft of light to go straight and enter 
the divine body of Lord Ram— because we have much to learn and know from it. 

My dear reader, do thou wot what is so special about this episode? Well, read 
on: let us have an open mind, a broad perspective, and let us have knowledge that is 
eclectic and wide-angled. 

First, it is known that Kumbhakaran used to sleep for six months at a time, 
wake up for a single day, and then go back to sleep for another six-month period. 
{Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line nos. 6-8 that precede Doha 
no. 177.) When he was woken up by Ravana and told about his abduction of Sita, 
Kumbhakaran was not only astonished but also expressed excessive shock and horror 
at this news. This clearly implies that when he last went to sleep approximately six 
months ago, Sita hadn't been stolen by Ravana by then, and she was abducted 
sometime after Kumbhakaran last went to sleep—because he was totally ignorant of 
this incident of Sita being abducted and kept hostage in Lanka, for if he had been 
aware of it then previously there is no sense in Ravana informing him about it now, 
and besides this, the way Kumbhakaran reacted with utter dismay and great shock on 
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being informed of Sita’s abduction clearly shows that he was totally ignorant of this 
development. {Apropos: Doha no. 62 herein above.} 

These facts lead us to conclude that ‘not more than six months had elapsed 
between the time Sita was abducted by Ravana and the outbreak of the war’. 
Remember: Kumbhakaran had yet not completed his normal sleeping time of ‘six 
months’ as is evident from Ravana forcing him awake by employing many different 
means. {Apropos: Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 62 herein above. } 

And, soon after the war ended, Lord Ram returned to Ayodhya with his 
entourage aboard an air plane known as Pushpak. {Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, 
Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-3 that precede Doha no. 119.} 

This leads us to conclude that the War of Lanka was fought at the fag end of 
Lord Ram’s fourteen years of forest exile, for immediately after than he returned to 
Ayodhya. 

The second important observation is this: At the time of death, 
Kumbhakaran’s soul had emerged as a brilliant shaft of light to enter the divine body 
of Lord Ram, leading to his final deliverance and attainment of emancipation and 
salvation. This rare happening had even surprised the gods and sages who were 
astonished that a demon would attain such an exalted destiny for himself, when his 
‘Atma’ would merge with the *Parmatma', the supreme Atma, to become one with it, 
a destiny that is extolled in laudatory terms in the Upanishads. From the perspective 
of metaphysics, Kumbhakaran had attained true ‘Moksha’, a destiny which marks 
dissolution of the soul and its merger with the cosmic Soul from where there is no 
return. {Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Doha no. 71 along with Chaupai 
line no. 8 that precedes it.} 

Well, come to think of it—not every one has this great privilege; not even the 
greatest of sages and ascetics and hermits who spend their entire lifetime doing 
meditation, contemplation, austerities, penances, sacrifices, and practicing many 
assorted religious vows and observances are able to achieve this kind of end. 
{Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Doha no. 104 said in reference to 
Ravana, the only other character in the Story of the Ramayan to attain this exalted 
stature that grants exemplary beatitude and felicity to the soul of a dying creature. } 

What does this mean? Surely it points to the fact that Kumbhakaran’s Atma, 
his ‘true self’, his soul, was very pure and holy, though the body might have been evil 
and sinful. But no, that was also not the case as it appears to be on the face. 
Kumbhakaran had not indulged in cruelty and mayhem like Ravana, he had not 
indulged in tormenting the creatures and making life hell for them like Ravana. How 
come so? Because he had been sleeping for six months, and on the one day he woke 
up he spent it on eating and drinking, only to retire to sleep once again. This clearly 
and irrefutably means that he had not gone on any bloody campaigns to terrorize the 
world; he had not soaked his hands with blood of poor creatures. So therefore, even 
his demon body was not spoiled with the blood of innocent creatures like the way 
other demons’ bodies had been. 

Then, this was not all. The world thought that Kumbhakaran was ‘sleeping’, 
but a wise man who has read the Upanishads and understands their philosophy would 
have a completely different take on it. To wit, Kumbhakaran had been lying in a 
“Yoga Nidra", a deep sleep state of consciousness entered into by enlightened ascetics 
when they rise to a higher level in the practice of Yoga (meditation). It’s that state 
when the Atma, the ‘true self’, which is pure consciousness, completely detaches 
itself from the body of a creature, both at its gross level that is related to the sense 
organs and known as the ‘Jagrat or waking state’, as well as at its subtle level related 
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to the mind-intellect complex known as the ‘Swapna or dreaming state’, to attain the 
third exalted state of existence of the consciousness that is known as ‘Sushupta or 
deep sleep state’. This latter state of existence is a transitional stage between the first 
two states and the fourth state of spiritual bliss known as the *Turiya state’, beyond 
which is the fifth and final stage marked by full attainment of beatitude and felicity 
and is known by the name ‘Turtyateet’, i.e. that which is ‘beyond Turiya’. 

Now well, so Kumbhakaran was not sleeping the way we understand someone 
to be asleep; he was in a ‘Yoga Nidra’ for six month period when the ignorant world 
thought he was sleeping the way we understand the word to mean. 

So that means he was silently doing Yoga (meditation) by practicing 
Pranayam (breath control exercises prescribed in Yoga) during those six months. 

If this is so, if it is argued that he was doing Yoga during sleep as explained 
above, then how do we explain his eating and drinking heartily on the day he was 
awake? Well, well, my dear readers. Haven't I said at the beginning of this note that 
those who understand the philosophy of the Upanishads would think differently about 
Kumbhakaran sleeping and eating? 

Let us explain. Kumbhakaran was not eating food to feed his gross physical 
body, or to enjoy food for its taste or flavour, but he was eating as an offering made to 
the ‘Pran’, the vital life-giving force of Nature, known as the vital winds, which 
personify Brahm, the cosmic Consciousness, that resided in his body. It was just like 
the way food is offered to the sacred fire during a fire sacrifice. The food-offerings 
put in the fire pit of a fire sacrifice are meant for the fire god who represents the 
cosmic fire element, known as the *Vaishnawar Agni', which provides strength and 
energy and nutrition to all other gods representing other elements of creation. To wit, 
the offerings made to the sacred fire are actually meant for the different gods who 
represent the many elements of creation that are essential for existence of the world. 

We have ample proof of this esoteric concept in the Upanishads. The Brahm 
Vidya Upanishad, which is the 16" Upanishad of the Krishna Yajur Veda tradition, 
verse nos. 52-53 says that the best form of a fire sacrifice is not done internally when 
the worshipper offers all that he eats as an offering to Brahm, the Supreme Being, 
represented by the pure cosmic Consciousness that resides in his own body in the 
form of the *Pran', the vital winds that keep his body alive. 

The Pran Agnihotra Upanishad, which is the 29" Upanishad of the Krishna 
Yajur Veda tradition, in its verse no. 15 clearly states that the cosmic *Pran', the life 
infusing and life sustaining factor of Nature, is known as the Vaishwanar (Pran) as 
well as the Viraat Purush (the cosmic Male; the Supreme Being). Since the entire 
creation is a manifestation of this Viraat Purush, it follows that the Pran residing 
inside the body as the life-sustaining vital winds (such as Pran, Apaan, Udyan, Vyan 
and Samaan) are the microcosmic revelation of the cosmic Vaishwanar. 

The Pran Agnihotra Upanishad, verse no. 2 enunciates the Mantra for 
sanctifying food offered to Brahm, the Supreme Lord who resides in the body of the 
worshipper in the form of his Pran, the vital winds that keep him alive. 

And then, the Pran Agnihotra Upanishad, verse no. 12 describes the Mantras 
which are used to honour the five vital winds as representative of Brahm, the Supreme 
Being. 

So therefore, when we read that upon waking up Kumbhakaran had gulped 
down buffaloes and jars of wine, it must be kept in mind that in ancient times animal 
sacrifices were normal during the rituals associated with a formal fire sacrifice, and so 
was the use of wine in some secret and obscure forms of worship rituals practiced by 
certain ancient tribes. This form of worship was not mainstream though, but 
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nevertheless if was practiced; it was called *Vaam panth’, the path of worship that is 
not normal and away from the routine. {Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, 
Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 64.} 

The third remarkable thing we observe is the way Kumbhakaran has lavishly 
praised Vibhishan for his decision to surrender to Lord Ram and take refuge with the 
Lord. He has called Vibhishan a ‘jewel’ of the demon race, and has asked him to 
continue with his devotion to Lord Ram. This also means that Kumbhakaran’s soul 
was as pious as that of Vibhishan. {Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Doha 
no. 64 along with Chaupai line nos. 3-9 that precede it.} 

A question now arises: If all what is said herein above is true, then why did 
Kumbhakaran fought ferociously with the monkey and bears, without any mercy? 

Well, the answer is this: He wished to remain loyal to his race and family; he 
wished not to go down in the pages of history as a betrayer of his own people like 
Vibhishan had been; he wished to die a martyr’s death, as a brave warrior, instead of 
as a coward who turned his back to the enemy who was at the throat of his clan. His 
brother Ravana had pleaded with him to go join the battle for the honour of his family 
and race, so Kumbhakaran could not turn this request down. 

There is one more outstanding point to note: When Vibhishan had told Ravana 
that he had committed a grave error by abducting Sita and he should give her back to 
Lord Ram, Ravana had become fierce with anger, kicking Vibhishan out of the 
kingdom. But remarkably no such outrage was expressed by Ravana when 
Kumbhakaran says almost the same thing. {Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, (i) Sundar 
Kand, Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 38—to Doha no. 39; and Chaupai 
line no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 40—to Doha no. 41 along with Chaupai line nos. 1- 
9 that precede it (relating Vibhishan); (i?) Doha no. 62—to Chaupai line no. 5 that 
precedes Doha no. 63 (Kumbhakran's advice).} 

What may have been the probable reason for Ravana overlooking 
Kumbhakaran's apparent favour of Lord Ram? The answer is simple: A fierce war 
was underway, and Ravana needed strong hands to tackle a formidable enemy. 
Ravana knew well enough that Kumbhakaran was a mighty warrior who had virtually 
the same potential as he himself had. So it would not have been wise and prudent to 
antagonize him at this crucial juncture, because his services were immediately 
needed. Vibhishan, on the other hand, was not a great warrior; he was of a pious mind 
and a peaceful person; he did not have the same quality of ruthlessness, viciousness 
and battle-field valour as his other two brothers, Ravana and Kumbhakaran, had. 

So therefore, keeping in mind the requirements of the war and one's 
usefulness in it as viewed from Ravana's perspective of the things, Vibhishan was 
dispensable, but Kumbhakaran was not. Hence, Vibhishan was kicked out, but 
Kumbhakaran was tolerated. 

Not only this, Kumbhakaran has openly thanked his fate that he was so 
fortunate that he would now be able to see a personified beautiful form of the 
Supreme Being in the form of Lord Ram straight before his eyes; how lucky was he. 
{Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Doha no. 63 along with Chaupai line nos. 
7-8 that precede it.) 

This thought is remarkably similar to that of Marich who too had felt similarly 
happy that he would get a chance to see the beauteous form of Lord Ram at close 
quarters. (Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Doha no. 26 along with 
Chaupai line nos. 5-8 that precede it.) 

Lord Ram, the all-knowing and omniscient Lord of the world, knew these 
secret thoughts of Kumbhakaran, and so he provided both of them, Marich earlier and 
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Kumbhakaran now, an exalted destiny for their souls. Both were shot by the arrow of 
Lord Ram, and both attained deliverance for their souls. 

There is another very interesting interpretation of the event of “Ravana waking 
up Kumbhakaran from his deep slumber”. Ravana thought to himself that if 
Kumbhakaran was not woken up now, but allowed to sleep in his usual way, then he 
will miss the golden opportunity of finding deliverance at the hands of Lord Ram, the 
incarnate Supreme Being, himself, who has come all the way to his very doorstep to 
provide this reward to him? How will Kumbhakaran’s soul, i.e. his Atma—which 
Ravana knew to be holy and pure consciousness like his own Atma—attain freedom 
from the gross body of a demon if he keeps on sleeping and avoids being killed by 
Lord Ram in the battle-field, because only when his body gets pierced by the arrows 
of the Lord would his Atma find a chance to escape from it and migrate to its parent 
form known as the Parmatma, the Supreme Atma that is represented by Lord Ram? 
So it was necessary to wake him up and motivate him to go and voluntarily offer his 
body as a sacrifice so that his ‘pure conscious self, his Atma, could find 
emancipation and salvation. 

The war was to end very soon, and Lord Ram would then immediately return 
home to Ayodhya. All those demon warriors, including Ravana himself, who had 
joined the war, would be granted the spiritual reward of liberation and deliverance of 
their souls by the grace of the Lord. {Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, 
Chaupai line nos. 7, 9-10 that precede Doha no. 114.} 

To wit, this was not an ordinary war waged by Ravana; it was a sort of a ‘fire 
sacrifice’ undertaken by him to ensure that his sinful demon friends, the whole lot of 
them, find a chance to break free from the cycle of sins and evils to which they were 
ignorantly and involuntarily hooked, by offering themselves to the sacred fire 
symbolised by the war in which the Supreme Being has himself come to accept such 
offerings. Just as gross things are burnt when put in a raging fire and only pure metal 
survives, just as all impurities of gold are burnt when it is put in the fire, leaving pure 
gold in its wake, the sinful and evil gross body of the demons were reduced to ashes 
in a symbolic way when they got killed in the battle-field—because for a true warrior, 
death in the battle-field, fighting the enemy bravely and gallantly, is equivalent to the 
greatest of sacrifices that can be done by a person during a religious fire ceremony, 
which is ‘self-sacrifice’ —thereby granting deliverance, emancipation and salvation to 
their soul which is always pure and holy. 

If Kumbhakaran was allowed to sleep and escape being slayed by Lord Ram 
while every one of the demon race got this rare honour of personally having a chance 
to see the Supreme Being from such close quarters while engaging in a hand-to-hand 
war in close proximity with him, and dying while uttering his holy name to attain 
emancipation and salvation, it would be a grave injustice done to Kumbhakaran if he 
was also not made a part of this great self-sacrifice ceremony organized by Ravana, 
the king of the demon race. 

Verily indeed and forsooth, it would have been him very selfish and unjust for 
Ravana if he had not first sent all those who were loyal to him to receive the spiritual 
reward of liberation, deliverance, emancipation, salvation, and attainment of eternal 
peace and beatitude before he himself stood up to receive it. 

If this is the logic behind Ravana pushing all the demons to the battle-field to 
get themselves killed in order to enable them to attain deliverance from their gross 
demon body, then why did he spare Vibhishan from attaining this exalted fate? It is 
because Vibhishan was the only one in the entire demon race who lived a life that was 
visibly saintly, pious and holy, while all the other demons lived a life that was visibly 
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sinful, evil and cruel. Ravana left Vibhishan behind to carry forward the family’s 
name to future generations, as well as to lead all those demons who survived the war 
by being anointed as the next king of Lanka. And this is actually what had 
happened—for after the war ended, Vibhishan was appointed as the next king of the 
kingdom of the demons of Lanka. {Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, (1) 
Chaupai line nos. 1-6 that precede Doha no. 106; and (ii) Chanda line nos. 7-8 that 
precede Doha no. 116.1] 
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caupat. 


bhala na kinha taim nisicara naha. aba mohi a'i jaga'ehi kaha. 1. 
ajahüm tata tyagi abhimana. bhajahu rama ho'ihi kalyana. 2. 


[Kumbhakaran said to Ravana—] ‘Oh you lord (king) of the demon race (nisicara 
naha)! What you have done is not at all good and advisable. Now that the damage has 
already been done, what is the use of your waking me up now at this late stage (for 
nothing can be done now by me to rectify the grave mistakes committed by you)? (1) 


But still I would like to advise you that it is never too late to make amends for one's 
errors that are committed inadvertently by him due to some reason, while there is still 
time for doing it. So you ought to discard your ego and abandon your haughtiness 
even at this stage, and instead seek your welfare and well-being by worshipping Lord 
Ram and paying your obeisance to him (before the things go out of hand)’. (2) 


[Note— Kumbhakaran essentially says that if his brother Ravana had woken him up 
earlier for consultation before stealing Sita, which was done to avenge the insult of 
Supernakha by Lord Ram for her pervert behaviour and attempt to corrupt the Lord, 
and which has ended in the start of this devastating war, then Kumbhakaran would 
have surely stopped Ravana from taking this rash action. If he still wanted to avenge 
Supernakha's insult, some other less dangerous means could have been devised. 

But that chance has been lost now; for the war has already commenced. 
Kumbhakaran laments this and says that it would have been so much better if Ravana 
had woken him earlier before the situation went out of control. 


"However, still there was hope; still something can be done to salvage the situation 
and prevent a calamity from happening. But for this it was obligatory that Ravana 
would have to overcome his ego and stubborn nature; he would have to prepare to 
make compromises; he would have to become polite and amenable. He will have to 
send a hint to Lord Ram that he was ready for a peaceful settlement; that he was ready 
to pay a tribute to end the war. It's worth it. 

Vibhishan too had advised Ravana in the same way as Kumbhakaran does 
now—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, (1) Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes 
Doha no. 38—to Doha no. 39; and (ii) Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 40— 
to Chaupai line no. 1 that follow it.] 
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E CaM Aa CAI | eh STAT À UT di 3 |i 
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haim dasasisa manuja raghunayaka. jake hanumana se payaka. 3. 
ahaha bandhu taim kinhi khota't. prathamahim mohi na suna'ehi a^. 4. 


Oh ten-headed Ravana. Can the Lord of the Raghus (i.e. Lord Ram) be an ordinary 
human being if Hanuman serves him and becomes his messenger; is it ever possible 
that Hanuman would serve an ordinary man’? (3) 


Oh my dear brother; you have committed a serious mistake, a grave error, by not 
coming to me earlier and telling me everything. (4) 


[Note—'To wit, it is not possible that Hanuman would ever serve someone who is an 
ordinary human being. It is because Hanuman is a manifestation of Rudra, the 
eleventh form of Lord Shiva, the Great God and the third Deity of the Trinity. 

Kumbhakaran draws Ravana's attention to the many stupendous and heroic 
deeds of Hanuman, such as his crossing the ocean, the burning of Lanka, the single- 
handed crushing of a huge demon army, the bringing of the mountain with the herb, 
and so on. Is this the feat of an ordinary monkey? Is Ravana blind not to see what 
stares in his eyes? Say, why would Hanuman, who has such magnificent abilities, ever 
wish to serve a human being? Naturally there is more than what meets the eye.] 


males us] fatter ate dern i faa fetta at Tes Toren 0i ul 
ate APA athe TAT GY eser benedi Atle Tae ETN S M 


kinhehu prabhu birodha tehi devaka. siva biranci sura jake sevaka. 5. 
narada muni mohi gyana jo kaha. kahate'um tohi samaya nirabaha. 6. 


What a stupid folly have you indulged in by creating animosity with the Lord (Sri 
Ram) who is served (revered, worshipped and adored) by all the gods, including Lord 
Shiva (the concluder of creation and the third god of the Trinity) and Biranchi (i.e. 
Brahma, the creator of this physical world)'. (5) 


I would have enlightened you about the information that sage Narad had given me in 

long time back (if you had told me about your plans earlier), but it is too late for it 
2 

now’. (6) 


[Note—'A similar idea is expressed by others also in Ram Charit Manas. For instance 
(i) Malyawant has advised the same thing to Ravana in Lanka Kand, Doha no. 48-b; 
(ii) the teacher of Kaagbhusund has said the same thing to the latter in Uttar Kand, 
Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 106; (iii) Vibhishan too reiterates this thing 
to Ravana in Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 38; (iv) 
Mandodari, Ravana’s wife, has done it in Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 9 that 
precedes Doha no. 6; (v) and Ravana’s messenger named Suka endorses this view in 
Sundar Kand, Doha no. 56-a. 
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To wit, everyone who could muster courage felt that Ravana was committing a 
grave error by being hostile to Lord Ram, and that he would be doing great favour to 
the demon race by apologizing and making amends with the Lord. 


*What was this knowledge that Narad had imparted to Kumbhakaran which he refers 
to here? It is narrated in Adhyatma Ramayan, Lanka/Yudha Kand, Canto 7, verse nos. 
59-65. 

Kumbhakaran told Ravana about this meeting as follows: “I once met sage 
Narad while spending a night in a large city. When I asked the sage from whither he 
was coming, he told me he had been to the court of the gods in heaven. There I heard 
the gods talking about their prayer to Lord Vishnu to help them overcome the horrors 
from which they are suffering due to Ravana’s cruelty. Lord Vishnu has promised 
them that he would personally take charge of the matter, come down to the mortal 
world in the form of Lord Ram, and eliminate their tormentor. Narad then went his 
way. If I had had a chance I would have told you about this meeting and warned you, 
but unfortunately that chance was missed, perhaps because the Lord did not wish to 
alert you, so he prevailed upon my mind and made me forget it.” 

We have read earlier that Vibhishan has also told Ravana about the impending 
doom as soon as he was informed about it by a messenger of sage Pulastya—apropos: 
Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Doha no. 39-b.] 


aa UR ste Ye ae ae i crest quer ceil HITS 9 UI 
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aba bhari anka bhentu mohi bha'l. locana suphala karaum maim ja’. 7. 
syama gata sarasiruha locana. dékhaum ja'i tapa traya mocana. 8. 


But anyway, whatever has happened has happened for good (for Lord Ram is so 
merciful and kind and compassionate that it certainly cannot be otherwise). 

[And what is this ‘good’? It is this—] Now embrace me affectionately and 
bless me, for now I shall go and feel blessed by seeing the beauteous form of Lord 
Ram (which will be an excellent reward for my eyes and their ability to see)!. (7) 


[What will I see that would make me feel so blessed and fortunate?] I shall go and 
see, to my heart's content, the divine form of the Lord that has a dark complexion and 
lotus-like eyes; it is a holy form that grants liberation and deliverance from all the 
three torments that are associated with this mundane gross world; it is form that 
eliminates all the sufferings from which a creature suffers interminably in this 
world?." (8) 


[Note— Wonderful indeed! Kumbhakaran embraces his dear brother Ravana to bid 
him good-bye, and to thank him for not forgetting to remember him when the time 
came for the deliverance of the souls of the members of the demon race. He heartily 
thanked Ravana for waking him up so that he does not miss the bus by not being able 
to avail of this golden chance of attaining freedom from the ignominy of having a 
demon body, as well as attaining an eternal form of life as compared to a mortal one 
that he has at present. 
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Let’s elaborate this a bit more. The body of a creature is mortal and 
perishable; it takes a birth and dies. Any thing that has a beginning (birth) and an end 
(death) does not come within the definition of being eternal; it is mortal with a limited 
span of life. The soul of the creature, called his Atma, is his ‘true self’, and it is pure 
consciousness, which is an eternal entity, as opposed to his body which is gross and 
mortal. 

As long as this Atma lives inside the body and thinks, though erroneously, that 
the body is its identity, the creature remains mortal and gross. But when the Atma of a 
creature overcomes this ignorance and finds freedom from this delusion, it realizes 
that its true nature is eternal and pure consciousness. When this enlightenment dawns 
inside the creature, he is said to be self-realised. He also realizes that his Atma is but a 
microcosmic form of the cosmic Atma, the cosmic Consciousness that is known as the 
Parmatma, the Supreme Atma, the Supreme Being. This Atma transcends the 
limitations of time and space; it is an eternal and universal entity. 

Hence, when a chance is afforded to a wise, enlightened and self-realised 
person to discard his mortal, gross and perishable body, and give his Atma the chance 
to attain eternity by escaping from the body, to fly out of it like a freed bird escaping 
from its cage into the broad wide space of the sky beyond, never to return to the cage 
and get trapped again, the lucky person who gets a chance to voluntarily shed his 
body and let his Atma emerge from it to find eternal freedom from this bondage 
would profusely thank his stars and feel ecstatic, exuberant and exhilarated. 

This fortunate person would especially thank, feel highly grateful and obliged 
to someone who makes this exalted destiny possible for him. So therefore, 
Kumbhakaran now thanks and feels highly grateful to his brother Ravana for giving 
him this chance; he expresses his happiness by affectionately embracing Ravana and 
telling him that he will forever remain thankful to him for letting him “have the rare 
reward of possessing eyes and their ability to see by being able to look at the divine 
form of Lord Ram from so close quarters". 

Now, come to think of it. Kumbhakaran knew very well that he is going to die 
soon, but still he feels so happy. Well, he was not going to die an ordinary death that 
would keep his soul trapped in the cycle of birth and death—for that would have been 
a matter of concern, and certainly nothing to rejoice. But he was going to gain an 
eternal life, to become immortal, to attain emancipation and salvation, to enjoy the 
fruit of beatitude and felicity. 

Kumbhakaran was to meet the Supreme Being personally in the form of Lord 
Ram; he was to offer his gross evil body of a demon as a sacrifice to ensure liberation 
and deliverance of his pure and sinless Atma that was unfortunately trapped in it. So 
then, there was no cause for any regret; such a death was not dying, but it was the 
stepping stone to an eternal life. 

Remember the sacred words of the Holy Bible when it is said: “I am the 
resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he 
live. And whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die.” {Holy Bible, New 
Testament, St. John, Chapter 11, verse nos. 25-26.} 

And once again, a creature who has faith in the Lord, who believes in the 
mercy of the Lord, who decides to go and face the Lord, who mentally surrenders 
before him, is blessed by the Lord never to perish for he grants them eternal life. Has 
it not been said in the Holy Bible that “My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, 
and they follow me. And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, 
neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand.” {Holy Bible, New Testament, St. 
John, Chapter 10, verse nos. 27-28.} 
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So, Kumbhakaran was indeed very fortunate and privileged that he had this 
wisdom inspite of being a demon. And Lord Ram, who is omniscient and all- 
knowing, duly appreciated his sentiments and inner thoughts—for at the time of 
Kumbhakaran’s death his Atma emerged from his gross body in the form of a brilliant 
shaft of light and was welcomed by Lord Ram who allowed it enter his own body and 
become one with his own self. Indeed, forsooth, truly and without gainsay, what an 
excellent form of death did Kumbhakaran have—for he merged with the Supreme 
Being to become one with him! 

Well, well, my dear readers—who says that Kumbhakaran was ‘killed’? No he 
wasn’t killed; he was rather granted an exalted existence by being one with the 
Supreme Being, by being one like him. Come to think of it: even great sages, hermits 
and ascetics yearn for it, but it eludes them; but it was so easily available to the so- 
called sinful demon Kumbhakaran. 

One very important point, from the spiritual perspective, is proved by it. Lord 
God does not care of what kind of body a creature has; the Lord is only concerned by 
the purity of the inner thoughts of the creature and the readiness of his soul to 
embrace the Lord. 


?The three ‘traitaaps’ are the following: Adhibhautik = related to the physical world; 
Adhidaivik = related to opposed stars and gods; and Adhyatmik = related to spiritual 
aspects. 

When Marich went to Lord Ram’s hermitage in the form of a golden deer so 
that he could entice the Lord to come after him in order to catch him when requested 
to do so by Sita, because she wished to keep this strange deer as a pet, Marich felt 
overjoyed that he would get a rare privilege, which was an honour and a spiritual 
reward, of repeatedly glancing at the divine form of Lord Ram as the Lord pursued 
him from behind, trying to overcome and catch him. {Refer: Ram Charit Manas, 
Aranya Kand, Doha no. 26 along with Chanda line nos. 1-4 that precede it.}] 
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Kumbhakaran was overcome with a surge of emotions as he remembered the divine 
glories and virtues of Lord Ram; he closed his eyes and remained silent for a 
moment. 

Recovering himself from his spiritual reverie that for a moment had lifted his 
soul to a transcendental plane of existence where one feels the nectar of profound 
bliss and ecstasy overflowing in his inner-self, Kumbhakaran regained his composure 
after a while, reverting back to the physical world. He asked Ravana to provide him 
with multiple jars of wine and hordes of buffaloes (to make a hearty meal before he 
sallies out of the fort to take on the enemy)”. (Doha no. 63) 


[Note— Kumbhakaran was immersed in a sea of bliss when he realized that his final 
chance to attain liberation and deliverance of his soul has arrived. As has been said 
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earlier, he was actually practicing Yoga Nidra, a meditative form of sleep wherein the 
physical gross body appears to be sleeping but the creature remains awake internally 
at the subtle level of existence and practices meditation. Kumbhakaran felt that his 
meditation has borne him its due rewards; that now his dream of attaining freedom 
from the gross body of a demon will be fulfilled. 

From a spiritual point of view, he closed his eyes for a while and drew in a 
deep breath to enjoy a blissful state of transcendental existence. From a worldly point 
of view, he braced himself for the horrors that he would face soon in the battle-field, 
and harden himself and firm his resolve to face bravely the pain of certain death like a 
true warrior. 


Once again, from the spiritual point of view, he was finishing his symbolic fire 
sacrifice by making the last offerings to the Pran, the presiding deity residing in his 
body that represent the vital winds that keep the body alive and active, by offering it 
the buffalo and wine that he requested. When a fire sacrifice was done, such offerings 
were normal at the end of the ritual. This concept has been described earlier in detail 
as a note to Doha no. 62 herein above. 

But from the worldly perspective, he was eating and drinking and refreshing 
himself before going out to the battle front. ] 
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After having eaten the buffaloes and drunken wine, Kumbhakaran roared with a 
thunderous noise resembling a clap of thunderbolt’. (1) 


Kumbhakaran was intoxicated with the will to fight, and was enthused with dare 
devilry. He sallied out of the fort of Lanka, leaving for the battle-field alone, not even 
bothering to take his army of demon warriors with him in his rash excitement”. (2) 


[Note—'Kumbhakaran perhaps belched loudly after a hearty meal, and it produced a 
thunder-like noise. The wine prepared him for the battle as it helped him to become so 
excessively intoxicated that all the fears and doubts that he may have had were 
overcome, and so were all his inhibitions and reservations, making him rash and bold. 

Remember: He was certain of his death; and if a person is sure that he is 
walking to his own death he needs a lot of self-control and motivation to push him 
forward. Wine was a sure-shot formula that dulled his mind and suppressed his 
wisdom. Kumbhakaran willingly used this formula because he was not sure of 
himself, he thought that may be at the last moment he might stop fighting and 
surrender himself to Lord Ram just like the way Vibhishan had done. That was 
something he would not prefer, for that would mean his soul will not be freed from 
the cage of a demon-body in which it is trapped. Kumbhakaran wanted to attain 
emancipation and salvation, and what better chance will he ever get in life if he 
missed this present golden opportunity of having Lord Ram kill his body by piercing 
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it with his arrows, thereby allowing his soul, his Atma, to escape from this cage like a 
freed bird. 

Even Baali, the monkey king and brother of Sugriv, had preferred to die this 
way—to die before Lord Ram, to die while seeing the divine form of the Lord: 
apropos—Ram Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, Chaupai line nos. 3-5 and Chanda 
line nos. 1-6 that precede Doha no. 10. 

Earlier we read that the vulture Jatau has said the same thing at the time of his 
death: apropos—Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 6-7 that precede 
Doha no. 31. 

So therefore, Kumbhakaran drank gallons of wine and ate tonnes of buffalo 
meat to get sufficiently intoxicated and energized to valiantly face the horrors of the 
battle, as well as to avoid becoming emotional and come under the influence of the 
weakness of his heart at the last moment when he sees Lord Ram face-to-face. He did 
not want to live; he wished to die with Lord Ram standing before him—first with the 
objective of attaining deliverance of his soul, second with the objective of receiving 
Lord Ram’s grace and blessings that are bound to come to him unasked for, and third 
with the objective of dying like a warrior who would gladly embrace martyrdom 
rather than surrender timidly before his enemy. 


*Kumbhakaran left the fort of Lanka and walked cheerfully to the battle-field all 
alone. He was not afraid of anything as he knew that he was brave and strong and 
competent enough to tackle all worldly enemies and armies, and he was not afraid of 
death either as he knew that the so-called impending ‘death’ was limited to his gross 
physical body which he knew is destined to die one day or the other, because the body 
of a living being is mortal and perishable like the world in which it lives; he also 
knew that this so-called death is actually a chance for his soul, his Atma that is his 
pure conscious ‘true self’, to attain eternal freedom from the cage of a demon body in 
which it is trapped at the moment. 

Hence, it was a moment to rejoice and welcome, and not something to be 
afraid of or regret about. So why should he need the support of any army; why should 
he let the world think that he was a timid demon who was afraid to face his enemy— 
because for Kumbhakaran Lord Ram was not an enemy but a redeemer of his soul. 
Kumbhakaran rather thanked his stars that he has got this opportunity to see the Lord 
up close, and this thought made him so elated and ecstatic and exhilarated that he did 
not care who is with him or not with him. 

Besides this, there was one more thought in Kumbhakaran’s mind. He was 
certain that death would come to him that day, and that he was willingly and 
cheerfully embracing this death because it would free him from the cycle of birth and 
death, and provide him with the chance to attain eternal life—because it would not be 
an ordinary death, it would be a blessing-in-disguise for him as it would be granted by 
the Supreme Being in the form of Lord Ram himself. But not all demons thought that 
way; not all demons had this eclectic wisdom; not all demons were willing to offer 
their mortal body to attain eternity for their soul. So why should he drag reluctant 
fellow creatures to the sacrificial fire pit symbolized by the battle-field against their 
free will? 

Spiritual path is a path that ought to be chosen voluntarily and out of one’s 
free will, and not under any kind of duress, for then its sublime purpose is lost. 
Therefore, forcing the demon warriors to jump in the fire pit of death if they were 
unwilling to do so would be tantamount to committing sin from the viewpoint of 
Kumbhakaran because he had different views of death as compared to the ordinary 
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demons—for he had the good fortune of being wise, enlightened and self-realised 
enough to understand that this ‘death’ is actually liberating for his soul, something 
others might not have, something others might not think. 

So Kumbhakaran thought: why should he force other demons to join him in 
battle to die, as this would be like forcing them to commit suicide, and this would 
taint his Atma during the last moments of his worldly existence when he was on the 
threshold of attaining eternal deliverance? Why should he commit avoidable sin? He 
wisely concluded therefore that he should not do anything that would act as an 
unwanted impediment to his deliverance, emancipation and salvation at the last 
moment. 

Of course from the worldly point of view it seems that he did not bother if the 
demon army was following him or not as he was very intoxicated with gallons of 
wine inside him, but if we delve deeper into the thought processes of Kumbhakaran 
we would conclude that he had other thoughts in his mind as outlined herein above 
when he decided to go it alone in the day's battle with Lord Ram. ] 
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When Vibhishan saw Kumbhakaran coming to the battle-field, he came forward to 
meet the latter. Vibhishan paid his respects to him by falling at his feet (i.e. by 
prostrating before him) and introducing himself by name!. (3) 


He (Kumbhakaran) lifted his younger brother (Vibhishan) and clasped him to his 
bosom. Realising that Vibhishan was a devotee of Lord Raghupati (Lord Ram), 
Kumbhakaran liked him very much; he felt very glad in his heart while embracing 
Vibhishan?. (4) 


[Note— Kumbhakaran had got so excessively drunk and intoxicated that he could not 
recognize Vibhishan when the latter came to bow before him. So Vibhishan had to tell 
him who he was by identifying himself by his name. 


^Kumbhakaran was happy that at least one member of his family was pious and 
devoted to the Lord. This would ensure that the family blood would continue to the 
next generation; that the name of his family would not be obliterated for all times to 
come because of the recklessness and madness of his elder brother Ravana. 

We shall read in the verses that follow herein below that Kumbhakaran would 
bless Vibhishan and tell him that he has taken the right decision of surrendering 
himself to Lord Ram.] 
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tata lata ravana mohi mara. kahata parama hita mantra bicara. 5. l 
tehim galani raghupati pahi aya'um. dekhi dīna prabhu kē mana bhaya'um. 
6. 


Vibhishan explained his position and why he left the family by saying, ‘My dear 
brother (tāta)! Ravana had kicked me even though I was telling him something that I 
had thought over and decided was the best for him. (5) 


I felt very sad and humiliated with this treatment; it was because of it that I was filled 
with remorse and decided to come to Lord Ram’. Fortunately for me, the Lord liked 
me and welcomed me when he realized that I was sad, miserable and unfairly 
treated".' (6) 


[Note—'Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, (i) Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes 
Doha no. 38—to Doha no. 39; and (ii) Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 40— 
to Chaupai line no. 6 that precede Doha no. 41. 


?Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Doha no. 41. 


?Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Doha no. 45 along with Chaupai line nos. 7- 
8 that precede it, and Chaupai line nos. 1-2 that follow it.] 
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sunu suta bhaya'u kalabasa ravana. so ki mana aba parama sikhavana. 7. 
dhan'ya dhan'ya taim dhan'ya bibhisana. bhayahu tata nisicara kula bhüsana. 
8. 

bandhu bansa taim kinha ujagara. bhajehu rama sobha sukha sagara. 9. 


Kumbhakaran affectionately replied, ‘Listen my son (sunu suta)'! Ravana is under 
the influence of Kaal (death), and so would he ever listen to any advice to the 
contrary, no matter how good and sincere it may be’? (7) 


Vibhishan, you are very lucky, you are very fortunate, and I repeat it that you are 
extremely lucky and exceptionally fortunate. Verily indeed, you are like a jewel in the 
family, as well as in the race of the demons. (8) 


My dear brother, you have brought great glory and honour to our clan and to our 
family name—that inspite of being born as a demon you had the wisdom and the 
foresight to devote yourself to Lord Ram, to adore the Lord and worship him. 

Go, be devoted to Lord Ram, and worship him who is an embodiment of all 
good virtues and glories?! (9) 


[Note—'One must note how Kumbhakaran addresses Vibhishan; he calls him a “son”. 
It is an extremely endearing way in which Kumbhakaran addresses his younger 
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brother, hinting to the latter clearly that he was full of appreciation for his decision to 
leave Lanka and take refuge with Lord Ram. 

Further, Kumbhakaran hinted to Vibhishan that he was fighting this battle as it 
was his worldly duty and moral obligation to do so on behalf of Ravana as the latter 
was the king of the demon race and head of the family, and therefore his orders had to 
be carried out; but personally he (Kumbhakaran) was against it and he fully endorsed 
Vibhishan’s approach. 

An honourable man is one who does his duty, no matter what it is, with full 
diligence and to the best of his abilities. So Kumbhakaran silently told Vibhishan that 
he would fight with everyone who comes to face him, and this would include 
Vibhishan if he steps forward to engage him in a duel. But let Vibhishan know and be 
assured that there is no ill-will in Kumbhakaran’s heart against him; that he blesses 
Vibhishan with the best in life and a great future like he would have blessed his own 
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son. 


?To wit, Ravana's end has come. He is in the grip of Kaal, the god of death. This 
being the case, he will never pay heed to anything that could save him from death, as 
it is now his fate, as it is destined to happen that way, and it cannot be otherwise 
because it is the decree of his destiny. 


?To wit, my dear son and brother, I truly salute you for it. I laud you; I thank you; I 
honour you; I love you; and I am proud of you. God bless you with all the blessings in 
this world. I am so happy that at least one of us had the wisdom and the prudence to 
abandon sins and vices, and instead live a quiet life of piety, holiness and purity, a life 
dedicated to the Lord, a life of devotion and worshipping of the Lord, a life away 
from sin, evil and perversion. 

You are praise-worthy. I hereby grant you permission to be devoted to Lord 
Ram who is a personified form of the Supreme Being. Both I and Ravana are your 
elder brothers, so now you have the permission of one of them to pursue your spiritual 
path with diligence. Go; find peace and happiness in your life. Remember: You have 
my full and heart-felt blessings.] 
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bacana karma mana kapata taji bhajehu rama ranadhira. 
jahu na nija para sujha mohi bhaya'um kalabasa bira. 64. 


Worship and be devoted to Lord Ram, who is a resolute warrior in the battle-field’, 
with your words, your deeds and your thoughts. [To wit, serve the Lord diligently to 
the best of your abilities; employ all your means to serve him.] 

But go away now, for I have become virtually blind under the influence of my 
own Kaal (death), and I am unable to distinguish between a friend and an enemy? 
(Doha no. 64) 


[Note— The word “ranadhira” that is used in the text can be applied to Lord Ram as 
well as to Vibhishan. If it is applied to Vibhishan, then the 1“ line of the Doha would 
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read as follows: “Oh my brother who is firm and steady in the battle-field. I advise 
you to be fully devoted to Lord Ram, and employ all the means at your command, 
such as your words, deeds and thoughts, to keep serving him.” 

Howbeit, if it is applied to Lord Ram, then the version given above in the main 
text will hold good. This author personally feels, though, that the interpretation as 
given in the paragraph above of this note is nearer to the spirit of the interview 
between Kumbhkaran and Vibhishan. But at the same time, the word can also be 
applied to Lord Ram equally well because immediately Kumbhakaran engages in a 
battle with the Lord who firmly stands his ground inspite of the demon’s ruthless and 
brutal charge at him, and finally bringing Kumbhakaran down after a ferocious battle. 


*Kumbhakaran tells Vibhishan to go away because all eyes were riveted on them; all 
the demons and the monkeys were closely watching their meeting. They were 
supposed to be rivals; so Kumbhakaran thought that if Vibhishan lingered any longer 
than needed, then his new friends in Lord Ram’s camp, the monkey and bear chiefs, 
would immediately become suspicious of him and his intentions. They will think he 
was plotting something against them. Then there were fair chances that they would go 
and poison Lord Ram’s ears against Vibhishan; perhaps even point out to the Lord 
their meeting at a distance. Though Kumbhakaran was sure that Lord Ram would not 
so easily to be misled against Vibhishan, yet it was the time of war, and during such 
times even a harmless incident can prove fatal and arouse suspicions, as nerves are on 
edges, and trust and faith and friendship become very fragile and the first victims of 
suspicion and doubt. 

So therefore, it was not good for Vibhishan to stay near Kumbhakaran any 
longer; rather it was dangerous for him. Vibhishan got the hint, for we read in the 
verses that follow herein below that he immediately went and informed Lord Ram of 
Kumbhakaran’s arrival in the battle-field. It was certainly a very wise move by 
Vibhishan because it prevented the seed of doubt and suspicion from germinating in 
the minds of the monkeys and bears. | 
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bandhu bacana suni cala bibhisana. aya'u jaham trailoka bibhüsana. 1. 
natha bhüdharakara sarira. kumbhakarana avata ranadhira. 2. 


Hearing the words of his brother (Kumbhakaran), Vibhishan left him immediately and 
came to the place where Lord Ram, the jewel of the whole world consisting of three 
divisions (trailoka bibhüsana) was present. [To wit, after meeting his brother and 
paying his respects to him, Vibhishan came back to Lord Ram’s place.]' (1) 


On reaching Lord Ram, Vibhishan reported, ‘Oh Lord! The mighty Kumbhakaran 
who has a colossus body resembling a living mountain, and who is very resolute and 
firm in battle, is coming to the battle-field.’ (2) 


[Note— When the news arrived that Kumbhakaran has emerged from the gates of the 
fort of Lanka, Vibhishan went to meet him. He was with Lord Ram at that time like 


1618 


other senior commanders of the Lord’s army, and so naturally it follows that he had 
the Lord’s permission to go and meet Kumbhakaran. Even if it is argued that there is 
no proof that Vibhishan was by the side of Lord Ram when Kumbhakaran stepped 
into the battle-field, but it certainly Vibhishan would not dare to take the bold step of 
going to meet his elder brother without the Lord’s explicit permission, as it would not 
be taken lightly by his fellow commanders in the Lord’s army who were always 
suspicious of him and doubtful of his intentions because he was Ravana’s brother; 
besides this, it would be tantamount to breach of discipline and against probity for 
him to openly go and meet someone from the side of the Lord’s enemy. 

So therefore, Vibhishan had gone to meet Kumbhakaran with the full 
knowledge of Lord Ram. 

As to why he came directly to the Lord immediately after meeting his elder 
brother, this has already been explained in a note to Doha no. 64 herein above. 
Remember: Kumbhakaran has explicitly told him to go away, but he implicitly meant 
to tell Vibhishan that he should go to Lord Ram and report to him that Kumbhakaran 
is coming his way. ] 
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etana kapinha suna jaba kana. kilakila'i dha'e balavana. 3. 
li'e utha'i bitapa aru bhudhara. katakata'i darahim ta üpara. 4. 


As soon as the brave monkey (and bear) warriors heard this (and received a signal 
from Lord Ram, their supreme commander), they rushed forward with a shrill cry and 
a sharp yell. (3) 


They picked up huge boulders and large trees, and dumped them violently upon him 
(Kumbhakaran). (4) 
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kōti koti giri sikhara prahara. karahim bhalu kapi ēka ēka bara. 5. 
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The monkeys and bears simultaneously hurled countless rocks that were as large as 
summits of mountains upon him, and such attacks were repeated in quick succession. 


(5) 


But none of them had any effect on Kumbhakaran, for he remained firm on his ground 
and stuck to his position, neither feeling intimidated internally in his heart and mind, 
nor showing any external sign of fear or alarm by turning back in the same way as 
hurling fruits of the swallow-wort plant (Calotrapis Gigantea) makes no effect on a 
mighty elephant!. (6) 
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[Note—'To wit, Kumbhakaran was not deterred in the least by the ferocity of the 
attack by the monkeys and bears. He not only stood his ground, but even moved 
ahead fearlessly and relentlessly as if nothing bothered him, bludgeoning his way 
through the rank and file of the monkey army like a gigantic battle-ram, crushing 
some underfoot and devouring others whom he grabbed and squeezed tight in his 
hands before tucking them in his cave-like mouth—apropos: Chaupai line nos. 2-5 
that precedes Doha no. 67 herein below. 
We read about a similar attack by the monkeys in Valmiki’s Ramayan, in its 

Lanka Kand, Canto 66, verse nos. 10-11.] 
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taba marutasuta muthika han'yo. paryo dharani byakula sira dhun'yo. 7. 
puni uthi tehim mare'u hanumanta. ghurmita bhütala pare'u turanta. 8. 


Observing the predicament of his companions, the son of the wind god (i.e. Hanuman) 
stepped in the fray; he punched Kumbhakaran with his clenched fists so ferociously 
that the demon couldn’t bear the force of it and fell down on the ground quite 
agitated, beating his head in frustration and annoyance’. (7) 


Not to be outwitted, he (Kumbhakaran) gathered courage and got up, and then 
retaliated by hitting Hanuman viciously. This hit made Hanuman swoon and fall to 
the ground immediately’. (8) 


[Note—'Kumbhakaran was so confident of his own strength and invincibility that he 
had never, even in his wildest of dreams, imagined that someone would dare to hit 
him so powerfully and with such a mighty force that he would swoon and fall down 
under its impact. So when Hanuman posted a clenched fistful on him, Kumbhakaran 
was for a shock of his life; he was stunned and confounded that it would actually 
come to happen one day to him. He beat his head in disgust and to curse himself that 
he wasn’t prepared for this eventuality; that he had not taken due precautions and kept 
himself alert when he saw Hanuman approaching him menacingly. Kumbhakaran 
swore to himself that if he had been a little more careful, this wouldn’t have 
happened. 


*Both Hanuman and Kumbhakaran were mighty warriors of unmatched valour. 
Hanuman first punched and fell his opponent Kumbhakaran, and then the latter got up 
and hit back, felling the former. This description of the duel makes it look very 
natural and as likely to have actually happened, and lends a sense of reality and 
earthiness, a sort of worldliness to a war that otherwise appears to be a fable right out 
of a fantasy tale. ] 
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puni nala nilahi avani pacharesi. jaham taham pataki pataki bhata darési. 9. 
cali balimukha sena para'. ati bhaya trasita na ko'u samuha’. 10. 


Being outraged by Hanuman's dare devilry, he (Kumbhakaran) lost his cool and went 
on the offensive. Lunging forward angrily, he grabbed Nala and Neela (the other two 
great monkey warriors accompanying Hanuman) and dashed them violently on the 
ground; then he grabbed any of the monkey or bear warriors whom he managed to lay 
his hand on, and dashed them to the ground in a similar fashion, here and there 
wherever he could. (9) 


The result was that the army of monkeys and bears started beating a hasty retreat; they 
were so terrified that none gathered courage to stand his ground and retaliate’. (10) 


[Note— When Kumbhakaran showed his true wrath, the army of monkeys and bears 
scattered like dry leaves scattering under a powerful storm; they fell under his 
onslaught like nine pins crumbling en-masse. There was utter chaos in the army, and 
no monkey or bear warrior dared to look back as they scampered to safety.] 
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angadadi kapi muruchita kari sameta sugriva. 
kamkha dabi kapiraja kahum cala amita bala sinva. 65. 


Kumbhakaran made Angad, Sugriv and other monkey warriors faint and fall down. 
Then he (Kumbhakaran), who was endowed with stupendous valour, might 

and strength, grabbed the unconscious Sugriv, the king of the monkeys, and tucked 

him under his arms (in his arm-pit) as he moved on in the battle-field’. (Doha no. 65) 


[Note—'A question here arises: How could Kumbhakaran take away Sugriv cocked 
under his arms when Hanuman, the bravest of the monkey warriors, was present in the 
battle-field; why did Hanuman not intervene and free Sugriv; why did he not stop 
Kumbhakaran from grabbing an unconscious Sugriv and take him away 
unchallenged? 

The answer is simple, and it is this: Hanuman was already unconscious and 
lying on the battle ground—apropos: Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes this Doha. So 
obviously he couldn't intervene to help any of his friends who bore the brunt of 
Kumbhakaran's ire. 

We shall also read about it in Chaupai line no. 4 that follows Doha no. 65 
herein below where it is said that as soon as Hanuman regained his consciousness he 
began searching for Sugriv. This clearly means that when Kumbhakaran had tucked 
Sugriv under his arm-pit, Hanuman was unconscious and unaware of anything. 

The other question is this: Why did Kumbhakaran select Sugriv instead of 
Angad to be taken as a hostage? The answer is this: Angad's father Baali had 
humiliated Ravana in some time in the past by tucking him under his arm (apropos: 
Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Doha no. 24). So Kumbhakaran wanted to settle 
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scores; he thought to himself thus: “Baali had carried off my brother Ravana under his 
arms, so I will now carry Baali’s brother Sugriv to square the old pending account.” 

Another reason is this: Sugriv was not only the king of the monkey race but 
also the chief commander of Lord Ram’s army, as well as the Lord’s chief advisor. 
Sugriv’s capture would demoralize the rank and file of the monkey army, and would 
also make Lord Ram feel despondent and worried. The news that other brave warriors 
were already lying unconscious would aggravate the sense of loss and hopelessness 
amongst the Lord’s warriors. 

Remember: It was war-time, and during such times any small thing that could 
act as a demoralizing factor for the enemy was welcome. So therefore, thought 
Kumbhakaran, such small steps would go a long way to help his brother Ravana 
during the course of the war. If the monkey army felt that their king Sugriv was dead, 
if Lord Ram got the impression that Sugriv was no more, he and his brother Laxman 
would be rudely shaken; and with them losing hope of victory, Ravana would have 
won the war in a symbolic way. This view is endorsed in Valmiki’s Ramayan, Lanka 
Kand, Canto 67, verse no. 71.] 
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uma karata raghupati naralila. khelata garura jimi ahigana mila. 1. 
bhrkuti bhanga jo kalahi kha't. tahi ki soha'i aisi lara't. 2. 
jaga pavani kirati bistarihahirn. ga'i ga'i bhavanidhi nara tarihahim. 3. 


[Lord Shiva, the primary narrator of this magnificent Story, continued with his 
narration and told his consort goddess Parvati, whose other name was Uma, as 
follows—] 


‘Oh Uma! Lord Raghupati (Lord Ram) is playing around in the battle-field sportily 
with the demons like an ordinary human being would just like Garud, the celestial 
mount of Lord Vishnu, would play around with serpents’. (1) 


Verily indeed, does this kind of (cat-and-mouse; seesaw) war that Lord Ram is 
engaged in with the demons behooves the Lord who can exterminate even Kaal (the 
deity of death; the deity of time and age) by merely raising his eyebrows against the 
latter? [Surely not; but he acts in the way he does for the following reason:- ] (2) 


Surely he does it (i.e. he fights a war like an ordinary human would do in this world) 
so as to leave behind a legendary Story that would help to spread and establish his 
glories and fame in the world for generations to come when they are read, listened to 
and recited. This would purify the world and the heart of the Lord's devotees who will 
find an easy means to cross over this symbolic ocean of mortal existence to reach its 
other shore to attain deliverance and bliss by singing and narrating this magnificent 
Story of the Lord's wondrous deeds (that defy logic and explanation)’. (3) 
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[Note—'To wit, though Lord Ram is the Supreme Being in his primary form, because 
his true form is Lord Vishnu, the cosmic Lord of the universe, yet he acts like an 
ordinary human being while being engaged in a war with the demons. The Lord could 
have exterminated the demons by his mere desire, but still he goes through the act of 
waging a war, and suffering setbacks and making gains in it, just like a human knight 
would have done. But one must not be misled by this adventure to doubt the Lord’s 
supremacy. 

Why then did he act in such an ordinary way? This question is answered in 
verse no. 3 here—it was to give the world a magnificent story which the people would 
be able to easily relate to and understand, a story that would be so wonderful and 
fascinating that it would be read and repeated over and over for generations to come, 
providing a simple means to ordinary people to remember the Lord and sing his 
glories in a way that would be charming, interesting and enjoyable for them, a story 
that would capture their imagination and keep them enthralled. 

Garud is an inveterate enemy of serpents; he gobbles up the most poisonous of 
snakes easily. But if we read that Garud had been surrounded by serpents and fought a 
seesaw, pitched battle with them, sometimes chasing them away and at other times 
being chased by them, at one moment gaining an upper hand on them and at other 
moment seeming to lose ground to them, then this would be very interesting for the 
reader. 

And just like Garud merely playing around with the serpents for his own joy 
and entertainment, for he could have easily devoured them if he had so wanted, Lord 
Ram too plays with the demons just for the fun of it, for had the Lord wanted to 
eliminate them then he could have done it even without a war, for Lord Ram is the 
Lord of Death; he is the Lord who controls death and destiny of all living beings. 


"Here is the clue: If the war of Lanka was not fought, if there was no characters like 
Ravana and Kumbhakaran, how would we have had the Story of the Ramayan, and 
how would the world have known of Lord Ram? There were so many kings in the 
illustrious family of the line of King Raghu; all were great and famed kings and 
righteous rulers in their own rights. Not only them, the world has a rich history of 
great and illustrious kings and emperors whose exploits and virtues have been 
glorified and recorded as histories and biographies by scribes, and sung by bards 
down the centuries. But they are not regarded as manifestations of the Supreme 
Being. Therein lies the wonder and glory of the Story of Ramayan. 

Had the Supreme Being brought to an end the demon race by merely invoking 
the normal Laws of Nature—that everything and everyone that comes to this mortal 
world has to die, that all who have taken a birth must die too when their time comes— 
the end of the cruel demons would have been a natural process and a forgone 
conclusion. But then we won’t have had the ‘Story of the Ramayan’! 

This answers why Lord Ram played around like an ordinary man. This 
glorious and divine Story of the Ramayan has been providing spiritual solace and 
bliss to generations of human beings; it has brought the Supreme Being, who is 
otherwise invisible, without attributes and too abstract to be understood by an 
ordinary man, within his reach. The Story of the Ramayan evokes devotion and love 
for the Lord God; it generates affectionate emotions and sentiments that are conducive 
to spiritual elevation and bliss; it brings the Lord God so much the nearer to his 
devotee. 

If nothing else then at least this Story provokes debates and discussions, it 
keeps the interest to know more about Lord Ram alive by its wondrous episodes, it 
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keeps the fire of devotion, faith and belief in the Lord God ignited, it acts as a beckon 
of hope for those forsaken by the world because it tells them that the merciful, 
compassionate and kind Lord Ram is there in an invisible form to help them. 

To wit, it helps in resurrection of a drowning hope for salvation and 
emancipation of the creature. | 
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When his fainting spell ended and Hanuman regained his consciousness, he 
immediately began searching for Sugriv. (4) 


Meanwhile, Sugriv too regained his consciousness, but he pretended to be dead and 
lifeless. So Kumbhakaran carelessly dropped him to the ground (thinking it to be too 
cumbersome to keep him pressed under his arm because he could not use this arm in 
the battle). (5) 
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katesi dasana nasika kana. garaji akasa cale'u tehim jana. 6. 
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Sugriv got up on the sly and bit Kumbhakaran’s nose and ears with his sharp teeth, 
and then made a loud yell as he jumped off towards the sky. It was then that 
Kumbhakaran realized that Sugriv was alive. (6) 


He (Kumbhakaran) grabbed him (Sugiv) by the leg, and pulling him down, he dashed 
the latter on the ground. But Sugriv showed great agility by getting up instantly and 
retaliating by hitting Kumbhakaran back hard. (7) 


After stunning Kumbhakaran for a while with his fierce jab, the brave Sugriv came 
back to Lord Ram, raising a slogan in the Lord’s honour, saying: ‘Hail Lord Ram who 
is an embodiment of mercy, compassion and grace; Glory be to you.’ (8) 
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naka kana kate jiyam jani. phira krodha kari bha'i mana glani. 9. 
sahaja bhima puni binu $ruti nasa. dekhata kapi dala upaji trasa. 10. 


When Kumbhakaran got his with together he realized that his ears and nose have been 
bitten off. This infuriated him no end; he was overcome with vehemence and anger, 
feeling ashamed at himself and was overwhelmed with regret (that his carelessness 
has made him look ridiculous)’. (9) 


On the one hand he had a colossal body, and added to it was the macabre sight of his 
fearsome face from which the nose and the ears had been yanked off (creating huge 
cave-like cavities on his hideous face from which streams of blood gushed out). This 
sight was so frightening that it sent chill in the rank and file of the monkey army; they 
were sore scared and extremely terrified by this horrifying view of Kumbhakaran. 


(10) 


[Note—'Kumbhakaran regretted his error of judgment when he dropped Sugriv, 
thinking him to be dead. Had he been a little more careful he could have wrung 
Sugriv tight to squeeze the life out of him like one wrings wet cloth to squeeze water. 
But it was a lost chance.] 


qo. Wawa wa wae ubt imr ef a gei 

Teale sm are ur wee PIR ae FEN ee I 
doha. 
jaya jaya jaya raghubansa mani dha'e kapi dai hüha. 
ekahi bara tasu para charenhi giri taru jüha. 66. 


[When the monkey warriors saw that Hanuman, Sugriv and the rest, whom 
Kumbhakaran had hit so hard that they had all fainted, have regained their 
consciousness and are fighting-fit, they let out a shrill cry of joy and turned back to 
launch a vicious counter-attack on their enemy, the demon Kumbhakaran.] 


Roaring enthusiastically, and repeatedly cheering and praising the glory of Lord Ram, 
the jewel of the race of king Raghu (raghubansa mani), the monkey hordes rushed 
forward to launch a fresh wave of attack on Kumbhakaran, dumping clusters of huge 
boulders and large trees of varying sizes and shapes on him all at once (almost 
burying him under the rubble). (Doha no. 66) 
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koti koti kapi dhari dhari kha'l. janu tiri giri guham sama’. 2. 
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Kumbhakaran was so intensely infused with the heat of war and greatly maddened 
with the passion to fight to the end that he faced his enemy fearlessly. Brushing aside 
the heaps of rocks and trees that had gathered around him in huge mounds, he was 
seething with anger as he marched against the monkeys and bears like a personified 
form of Kaal, the god of death, himself coming forward to wreak his vengeance upon 
them. (1) 


He grabbed large numbers of monkeys on whom he could lay his hand, and put them 
in his wide-open cavernous mouth, a sight that reminded one of swarms of locusts 
entering a huge cave’. (2) 


[Note—'Kumbhakaran had a gigantic body; his mouth was exceptionally large and 
cave-like in proportion to his huge body. The monkeys he grabbed and dumped inside 
his mouth did not die; rather they were safe inside it like locusts are inside a cave. 
After entering the mouth these monkeys bit it from the inside, and hastily escaped 
from the many holes in it—like the ears and the nose, and even through the open 
mouth even as Kumbhakaran was busy dumping more monkeys inside it—this will be 
clear in Chaupai line no. 4 herein below. It was like locusts freely entering and 
leaving the cave. 

What a fantastic imagery! Imagine a tall mountain with a deep cave that has a 
large main opening on one of its sides, and many other smaller openings in the form 
of various crevices and fissures on the sides of the mountain that lead to the interior of 
the cave through a network of tunnels and channels. Locusts and other insects freely 
enter and exit thorough these openings; while the main mouth of the cave serves as 
the chief entry-exit route but one would also see thin lines of insects making their way 
inside the cave and then exiting through it by the many tunnels and channels leading 
to the cave from the sides of the mountain. 

The same thing was observed here with respect to the monkeys—the majority 
of them escaped directly through his wide open mouth, the rest jumped out through 
the openings of the ears and nose that led out from the buckle-cavity of the demon’s 
mouth. 

Remember one more thing: Kumbhakaran had grabbed and dumped inside his 
mouth not only the monkeys but also the bears in his mad spree of catching and 
devouring them as will be evident in Chaupai line no. 4 herein below. ] 
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kotinha gahi sarira sana marda. kotinha miji milava mahi garda. 3. 
mukha nasa $ravananhi kim bata. nisari parahim bhalu kapi thata. 4. 


He (Kumbhakaran) caught hold of multitudes of monkey warriors and crushed them 
either by rubbing them viciously against his own body or squeezing them hard with 
his hands (fingers), before letting them fall to the ground and getting covered with 
dust. (3) 


Meanwhile, large groups of monkeys and bears were seen escaping in droves from his 
cavernous mouth and running away’. (4) 
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[Note—'See note appended to verse no. 2 herein above. It is pertinent to note here 
that Kumbhakaran was thrusting large numbers of monkeys and bears inside his 
mouth without tearing them apart with his teeth; he was not chewing or biting them 
before dumping them inside the cavity of the mouth. This is the reason why none of 
them died; they swarmed out of the mouth-cavity as soon as they were inside it. 

Only those unfortunate ones whom he rubbed against his body or squeezed 
with his hand actually died. ] 


THe ad rarer cat i fara ufufe oq ufa faf srt t y u 
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rana mada matta nisacara darpa. bisva grasihi janu ehi bidhi arpa. 5. 
mure subhata saba phirahim na phere. süjha na nayana sunahim nahim tere. 
6. 


Kumbhakaran was intoxicated with pride and heated with the passion of war as he 
relentlessly unleashed his destructive wrath on the battle-field as if the Creator has 
offered him a chance and a mandate to devour (exterminate) the world in this way. (5) 


All the great warriors in the monkey and bear army turned their back to the battle- 
field; no amount of cajoling and encouraging words would make them change their 
minds from desisting from battle and countering Kumbhakaran. They could not see 
anything clearly with their eyes, and they would not respond to any call because they 
did not hear properly (as a result of the trauma that they had gone through)’. (6) 


[Note—'The monkeys and bears who managed to escape with their lives were so 
dazed and traumatized by their horrifying experience that they lost the will and 
enthusiasm to fight any more. There was so much confusion and consternation 
amongst their rank and file that for a moment it seemed difficult to control them and 
turn them around; there was complete chaos and panic in the army of Lord Ram.] 
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kumbhakarana kapi phauja bidari. suni dha’ rajanicara dhari. 7. 
dekhi rama bikala kataka’. ripu anika nana bidhi a’. 8. 


When the demon army heard that Kumbhakaran had scattered the army of monkeys 
and bears, it rushed forward’. (7) 


In the mean time, Lord Ram observed that the situation was alarming as his army was 
in serious trouble, feeling helpless and agitated, and at the same time a large number 
of enemy warriors, the demons, have entered the battle-field?. (8) 
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[Note—'We have read earlier in Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 64 that 
Kumbhakaran had gone to the battle-field all alone; he had left the demon army 
behind. The demon warriors were already reeling under the bitter experience of being 
pounded and pummeled by the ferocity of attack by the monkeys and bears that they 
themselves feared facing them again, and so were initially reluctant to accompany 
Kumbhakaran as he stepped out on the battle ground. But when they saw that their 
leader has managed to scatter the enemy and crush it, they became encouraged to 
fight once more. So they gathered their courage and dashed forward. 


*Lord Ram had been watching the proceedings from his control-and-command camp. 
He observed that his army was in panic and scattered. Now was the time for him to 
step in to save the situation. And this he did as we shall read in the next Doha.] 
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sunu sugriva bibhisana anuja sambharehu saina. 
maim dekha'um khala bala dalahi bole rajivanaina. 67. 


The lotus-eyed Lord Ram summoned his chief commanders and said, ‘Listen Sugriv, 
Vibhishan and Laxman (the Lord's younger brother). You take charge of the army, 
while I will see if I can tackle this wicked fellow and his wild forces (i.e. 
Kumbhakaran and the demon army)’. (Doha no. 67) 
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Arming himself with his famous bow known as 'Sarang" that he held in his hand, and 
a quiver full of arrows that was tied to his waist, Lord Raghunath (i.e. Lord Ram) 
went forward to tackle the enemy (Kumbhakaran) and his army. (1) 


The Lord first twanged his mighty bow so loudly that it produced a thunderous sound 
which had the effect of deafening the enemy hordes’. (2) 


[Note—'The ‘Sarang bow’ is held by Lord Vishnu. Since Lord Ram was a 
manifestation of Vishnu, it is said that the bow he held was called ‘Sarang’. 

It is believed that this ‘Sarang bow’ was crafted by Vishwakarma, the engineer 
of the gods, especially for Lord Vishnu, and its original length was 9 feet. According 
to mythological accounts, during the War of the Gods during Sata-yuga, the first era 
of the 4-era celestial cycle of creation and destruction according to Hinduism, a huge 
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castor-oil tree was produced. It measured approximately 25 feet. Out of the stem of 
this tree, Vishwakarma devised the following Bows: one bow of 9 feet length for Lord 
Vishnu which was called Sarang, one bow of 7 feet length for Lord Shiva which was 
called Pinak, one bow of 5 feet length for Lord Ram which was called Kodand (or 
Kodanda), one bow of 3 feet length for Arjun of the Pandava race, and it was called 
Gandiva, and the remaining part of the tree tree, measuring 1 foot, was used to make 
the flute of Lord Krishna which was called Vanshi. 

This is why Lord Ram is often addressed as the Lord who holds the Kodand 
bow—1.e. Kodand Ram. He is also called the Lord with the Sarang bow because he 
was a manifestation of Lord Vishnu—and hence known as ‘Sarang Pani’, i.e. the Lord 
who holds the Sarang bow in his hand. 

Now presently we read here that Lord Ram had held the *Sarang bow', instead 
of his usual *Kodand bow’, and its twang had deafened the demons. How and when 
did this Sarang bow of Lord Vishnu come to Lord Ram? 

If we examine Ram Charit Manas it will be abundantly clear that both the 
terms, i.e. ‘Kodand bow’ and ‘Sarang bow’, were used for the same bow held by Lord 
Ram. This will be clear by-and-by when we come to read about the Lord's battle with 
Ravana. (Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 10 that precedes 
Doha no. 86.} 

Though it is true that the Sarang bow was crafted for the exclusive use of Lord 
Vishnu, the Supreme Lord of the world, by Vishwakarma, the engineer of the gods, 
during the legendary war between the gods and the demons, and the Kodand bow was 
specially made by him for Lord Ram, but since Lord Ram was none other than Lord 
Vishnu himself in a human form, these two terms for the Lord's bow were used 
interchangeably. 

So though normally Lord Ram's bow was referred to as the *Kodand bow', but 
when the time came for the Lord to slay the two great demons, Kumbhakaran and 
Ravana, the term ‘Sarang bow’ is used for the Lord's bow. This is to indicate that it 
was actually Lord Vishnu in the form of Lord Ram who was fulfilling his words given 
to the gods and mother earth that he would himself eliminate the sinful demons. 
(Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, (i) Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha 
no. 68 with reference to Kumbhakaran; and (ii) Chanda line no. 1 that precedes Doha 
no. 86 with reference to Ravana.] 

Now, a question arises: When, where and from whom did Lord Ram get this 
Sarang bow? This is an interesting question, and if we carefully examine the Story of 
Ram Charit Manas, the answer is found in it, and it is this: The Bow of Lord Vishnu, 
known as Sarang, was handed over to Lord Ram by sage Parashuram at the venue of 
the Lord's marriage ceremony in Janakpur—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, 
Chaupai line nos. 7-8 that precede Doha no. 284. 

It so happened that sage Parashuram was very angry when Lord Ram had 
broken the old bow of Lord Shiva, known as Pinak, to fulfill the vow of king Janak, 
Sita's father, that he would marry his daughter to anyone who could lift and break the 
bow. It was because sage Parashuram worshipped Lord Shiva, and he felt that 
breaking of the bow had insulted his deity. A heated argument followed, and inspite 
of all his threats and angry outbursts to punish Lord Ram the sage failed to even raise 
his arms against the Lord. This stunned Parashuram as he had a reputation of being 
merciless and unforgiving, and once he decided to punish someone, no one could dare 
to save his victim. So, the sage was mightily astonished at his inability to harm either 
Lord Ram or his younger brother Laxman. Surely, he thought when he calmed down a 
bit, that there must be more to Lord Ram than what meets the eye; he had a subtle 
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feeling that Lord Ram was not an ordinary prince but an incarnation of Lord Vishnu. 
To test his hunch, the sage gave the Lord the ‘bow of Lord Vishnu’, i.e. the Sarang 
bow, and to his amazement he observed that this bow went on its own to Lord Ram, 
who received it easily. This miraculous event confirmed to sage Parashuram that Lord 
Ram was no one else but Lord Vishnu himself in this form. {Refer: Ram Charit 
Manas, Baal Kand, Doha no. 284 along with Chaupai line nos. 7-8 that precede it. } 

It was therefore with this bow, i.e. the ‘Sarang’, that Lord Ram had killed the 
mighty demons to fulfill the promise made to the gods and mother earth in his 
primary form as Lord Vishnu that he would personally intervene to eliminate the 
demons to save the world from their cruelty and terror. {Refer: Ram Charit Manas, 
Baal Kand, Doha no. 186—to Chaupai line nos. 1-7 that precede Doha no. 187.} 

And this is why the demons could not stand against Lord Ram, because this 
Sarang bow was no ordinary bow; it was the bow of the almighty Lord Vishnu, the 
Supreme Lord of the world. 

At this juncture it ought to be noted that in the Story of the Ramayan, Lord 
Ram has been addressed as a holder of both the Sarang bow and the Kodanda bow. 
There is a specific verse which uses this term ‘Kodand’ to indicate how fierce the 
Lord would be for those who try to disrupt peace, harmony and order in the Lord’s 
creation—because the term 'Kodand' includes the word ‘Danda’ which means 
punishment. {Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chanda line nos. 1-2 that 
precede Doha no. 91.} 


*When Lord Ram pulled the string of his formidable bow right back up to his ear and 
then let it go with a snap, there was a deafening twang, so loud and piercing that it 
ruptured the eardrums of some of the demon warriors present in the vicinity, or 
numbed the faculty of hearing in others. Some were rendered permanently deaf, while 
others lost their ability to hear for varying lengths of time. ] 
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satyasandha chamié sara laccha. kalasarpa janu calé sapaccha. 3. 
jaham taham cale bipula naraca. lage katana bhata bikata pisaca. 4. 


Lord Ram, who was of a firmness of purpose, had strength of resolution, was 
vigorous in his actions, and true and firm in his resolve (satyasandha) to exterminate 
the cruel demons, shot a hail of countless arrows, which flew towards the enemy 
(Kumbhakaran and his army) like so many winged serpents’. (3) 


These were not ordinary arrows, but were called ‘Naracha’’; countless such Naracha 
arrows started their flight towards the enemy hordes, and as soon as they reached their 
target they began mowing down and slicing the fierce looking ogres (demons) into 
pieces. (4) 


[Note— Refer also to: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that 
precedes Doha no. 92. 
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?The Naracha (naraca) is a special sort of arrow made entirely of hardened iron; it 
has five fins, instead of four as in ordinary arrows, to stabilize it during flight. These 
arrows were like modern-day cruise missiles, and they homed on to their targets with 
great precision. To wit, none of the arrows shot by Lord Ram went to waste; each 
felled at least one demon warrior, if not more. They were shot in rapid succession, and 
the sky seemed to be covered by a blanket of arrows that swooped down on the 
demon warriors, nailing them all down to the earth. 

A question arises: how could so many thousands of arrows be shot from a 
single bow? Well, remember that it was not an ordinary bow; it was the Sarang bow, a 
mystical bow of Lord Vishnu, the almighty Lord of the world. Besides this, we are 
reading about a time long in the past when there were many things of which we 
cannot have an idea today. So in all likelihood, these arrows were unique weapons 
which multiplied after being shot like the cluster bombs or multiple missile launchers 
of today. It will be wrong to think that such things are merely figments of fertile 
imagination just because we don’t have or know of such things today; this doesn’t 
prove that they did not exist in the time of which we are reading about. 

For instance, our ancestors living even say a hundred years ago could not have 
imagined that one day their descendents would have an instrument known as 
‘telephone’ that would help them talk with each other directly over long distances; or 
a time say fifty-sixty years ago when we had ‘wired telephone’ instruments, that there 
would one day be a small hand-held thing called a ‘cell phone’ which would enable 
people to communicate with each other while they would be moving, and talk across 
continents and seas as if they were speaking with each other face to face. ] 
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Some of the demons got their legs cut; some had their chest pierced; some had their 
heads cut off; some had their arms torn away; while some were chopped into as many 
seven small pieces. (5) 


The demon warriors swooned and rolled over on the ground, falling down dead or 
unconscious. Only a few amongst them who were exceptionally brave and energetic 
could firm up their courage to stand again to fight. (6) 
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As soon as the arrows struck them, the demon warriors roared and yelled like thunder. 
Others who were timid, they simply ran away in terror to escape being hit. (7) 


Extremely fierce looking headless torsos of demon warriors, whose heads had been 
severed from the trunk, ran amok in angry frenzy, helter-skelter everywhere in the 
battle-field, letting out chilling war cries, scowling menacingly, and howling wildly in 
a chorus: ‘catch hold of the enemy; kill-kill’. (8) 


[Note—Surely, it was a blood-curdling, horrifying and deadly scene that was enacted 
on the battle-field of Lanka.] 
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chana mahurri prabhu ke sayakanhi kate bikata pisaca. 
puni raghubira nisahga mahum prabise saba naraca. 68. 


Lord Raghubir’s (i.e. Lords Ram's) formidable arrows cut through the fearsome ogres 
(the demon army) in an instant (1.e. very quickly), and after completing their mission 
these arrows known as Narach returned to Lord's quiver’. (Doha no. 68) 


[Note—'This answers another question: From where did Lord Ram get access to so 
many countless arrows to fight the long war with the demons as a quiver has a limited 
capacity to hold them? The arrows would come back to the Lord who used them again 
and again, repeatedly; or he returned them to his quiver if there was no further need 
for them, to be used later on. 

This is also not far-fetched, for in our modern world today we have re-usable 
rockets that are used in space flights, or take the example of an ordinary air-plane that 
is reused over and over again. Or even a boomerang that comes back to its thrower or 
shooter. 

Remember: These arrows were not bombs that would explode and 
disintegrate; they were made of solid iron rods that could be reused.] 
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kumbhakarana mana dikha bicari. hati chana majha nisacara dhari. 1. 
bha ati krud'dha mahabala bira. kiyo mrganayaka nada gambhira. 2. 


Kumbhakaran was flabbergasted and dumbfounded at the thought that the whole 
demon army was decimated while he watched helplessly; it was a shameful thing for 
him to have happened in his presence. (1) 
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This infuriated him greatly, and he let out a thunderous and terrifying yell like that of 
a roaring lion overcome with anger. (2) 
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He angrily picked up huge mountain-like rocks and forcefully dumped them wherever 
he could see groups of monkey warriors assembled at a place’. (3) 


When Lord Ram saw what was happening, he shot another volley of arrows that hit 
these falling rocks and reduced them to dust before they hit the ground and could 
crush (harm) the monkey army”. (4) 


[Note—'So what happened then? Some of the monkeys ran away from the spot to 
save themselves, while some were buried under the rubble. 


“It was like our modern-day anti-missile systems that intercept an incoming hostile 
missile and neutralizes it before it strikes the target on the ground. 

Once the rocks were hit by Lord Ram’s arrows, they were reduced to dust and 
rained down on the ground. But dust doesn’t kill; rocks do. This gave great relief to 
the Lord’s army. ] 
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Then Lord Raghunath (i.e. Lord Ram) pulled his (Sarang) bow tight and angrily shot 
many more powerful and fierce arrows (at Kumbhakaran). (5) 


These arrows entered the colossus body of Kumbhakaran and escaped from it 
(without harming him much) just like stabs of lightening can be seen shooting through 
thick dark clouds and vanishing from sight!. (6) 


[Note— Kumbhakaran's huge dark body is likened to a bank of thick dark clouds; 
and the arrows to the streaking lightening in the cloud. When the arrows struck 
Kumbhakaran he gave a loud yell just like the thunder that is heard in the cloud in the 
wake of a stab of lightening passing through it. Then these arrows escaped from the 
other side of his body to return to Lord Ram's quiver—apropos: Doha no. 68 herein 
above. 
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These arrows produced light due to friction as they passed through his body, 
and by the time they emerged from his body to return to Lord Ram’s quiver they had 
cooled down. | 
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Blood flowing in streams from the dark body of Kumbhakaran resembled red 
coloured water flowing out of spouts on the sides of a huge dark mountain of 
solidified soot. (7) 


Seeing that he (Kumbhakaran) was confused and in a miserable condition, and 
therefore unlikely to retaliate and attack them, the emboldened monkey warriors 
rushed towards him. But to their utter dismay and astonishment, as soon as they came 
within reach, Kumbhakaran roared with laughter. 

[Why did he laugh? The answer is given in the Doha that follows.] (8) 
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mahanada kari garja koti koti gahi kisa. 
mahi pataka'i gajaraja iva sapatha kara'i dasasisa. 69. 


He (Kumbhakaran) roared thunderously as he grabbed countless monkeys that were 
nearest to him, dashing them to the ground like a wild elephant catching hold of 
anything by its trunk and smashing it to the ground, all the while raising a war cry in 
favour of the ten-headed Ravana. (Doha no. 69) 


[Note—'This is the reason why Kumbhakaran had laughed in verse no. 8 herein 
above. He felt amused and thought that these monkeys were really stupid fellows 
when they came near him, thinking that they would vanquish him now that he was 
wounded and confused by the attack launched by Lord Ram. Little did they know 
about the kind of stern stuff that Kumbhakaran made of—for as soon as they came 
with his grasp he grabbed as many of the monkeys as he could and started smashing 
them to the ground so violently that they would be killed instantly.] 
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bhage bhalu balimukha jütha. brku biloki jimi mesa barütha. 1. 
cale bhagi kapi bhalu bhavani. bikala pukarata arata bani. 2. 


Scarcely had Kumbhakaran started his brutal offensive by grabbing and thrashing the 
hordes of bears and monkeys, when they panicked, fleeing helter-skelter in terror, just 
like flocks of sheep disperse, as fast as they can for the fear of dear life, at the sight of 
a wolf approaching them. (1) 


[Lord Shiva paused for a moment to recapitulate the scene of the battle-field as the 
army of Lord Ram scampered for cover and ran in total disarray under the hammering 
of Kumbhakaran's brutal offensive. Then he resumed his narrative, addressing his 
consort who was listening to this magnificent Story being told to her—] 

‘Oh Bhavani (“bhavanr’; name of Lord Shiva's consort)! As soon as he 
(Kumbhakaran) launched his vicious attack, the monkeys and bears began running 
away from him, to escape his grasp and certain agonizing death, as fast as they could, 
all the while letting out pitiful cries of distress and woe. (2) 
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yaha nisicara dukala sama aha’. kapikula desa parana aba caha'. 3. 
krpa baridhara rama kharari. pāhi pāhi pranatarati hari. 4. 


They agitatedly cried out: *This ferocious demon is akin to a severe famine which 
wants to descend on the land of the monkey race by being determined to annihilate all 
its members by way of killing them mercilessly, without a regret". (3) 


Oh Lord Ram who vouchsafes the bounty of his mercy and grace upon those who are 
suffering and under great distress just like the shower of cool rain from the rain- 
bearing cloud provides relief to the parched earth below that is suffering from severe 
famine due to prolonged drought (krpa baridharay. 

Oh Lord who is famed as the slayer the demon named Khar (rama kharar')! 
We invoke your gracious nature and stellar virtues that you invariably defend those 
who are suffering and have sought your protection by taking refuge at your feet 
(pranatarati hart). 

Prithee oh the merciful and compassionate Lord; we plead with thee 
repeatedly and most earnestly to protect us, to save us, to shield us from this 
horrifying prospect which stares right at our face now (pahi pahi). [To wit, oh Lord, 
nothing else can save us now except thine intervention.]’ (4) 


[Note— Here, Kumbhakaran is likened to the angry deity of death and destruction 
who mercilessly unleashes his wrath upon humble and weak creatures who are unable 
to stand against him, for some offence he took due to some unknown reason and 
decided to destroy the poor creatures by sending famine, drought and pestilence upon 
them so as to cause intense horror, suffering and misery on the populace, and to 
annihilate them. 
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“Just like rain is the only solution to death, misery and ruin caused by severe drought 
that causes famine and hunger, the only way out of Kumbakaran’s deadly assault on 
the monkey-and-bear army is when Lord Ram intervenes and directly engages him in 
a duel, and then getting rid of this ferocious demon by felling him with his arrows. 

This is why the terror-stricken monkeys and bears recall how Lord Ram had 
slayed the demon Khar. The episode of Khar’s battle with Lord Ram and his ultimate 
slaying is narrated in Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line no. 2 that 
precedes Doha no. 18—to Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 21. 

If this happens, i.e. if Lord Ram takes on Kumbhakaran directly in a duel, then 
the latter’s attention would be diverted away from the monkeys and bears as he would 
now have to focus on Lord Ram to tackle him; it would provide great relief to the 
poor monkeys and bears who are very panicky now and fear for their dear lives. ] 
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sakaruna bacana sunata bhagavana. cale sudhari sarasana bana. 5. 
rama sena nija pachem ghalt. cale sakopa maha balasall. 6. 


When the almighty Lord (“bhagavana”’, Lord Ram) heard this pitiful cry and 
pleadings of his army, he immediately decided to step in to protect his warriors. So 
the Lord wasted no time as he took his bow and arrow and started for the battle-field 
instantly, even as he was stringing the bow and mounting his formidable arrow on it 
while he was on his way’. (5) 


The most powerful and mighty Lord Ram (maha balasall) ordered his army to 
remain behind him as he angrily made his way to the battle front. (6) 


[Note—'There was no time to be wasted; each second was crucial. So Lord Ram 
hastily grabbed his bow and arrow and hastened to the battle-field. He stringed his 
bow and arranged the arrow on it while he was on his way to the ground to engage 
Kumbhakaran in a fierce duel. ] 
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khainci dhanusa sara sata sandhane. chüte tira sarira samane. 7. 
lagata sara dhava risa bhara. kudhara dagamagata dolati dhara. 8. 


Lord Ram pulled the string of his bow and shot a volley of a hundred arrows at 
Kumbhakaran; the arrows pierced through the demon's body and entered it. (7) 


No sooner had the arrows pierced through his body than Kumbhakaran's anger knew 
no bounds; he lurched forward, full of wrath and vengeance. The earth trembled and 
the mountains shook by the violent thumping of his heavy feet as he dashed towards 
Lord Ram. (8) 
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linha ēka tehim saila upati. raghukula tilaka bhuja so'i kati. 9. 
dhava bama bahu giri dhari. prabhu so'u bhuja kati mahi pari. 10. 


He (Kumbhakaran) lifted a mountain (i.e. a huge rock that resembled a mountain 
because of its size) in his (right) arm (to attack Lord Ram with it), but the Lord, who 
was the best in the race of kings of Raghu's line (raghukula tilaka), immediately cut- 
off that arm. (9) 


So he (Kumbhakaran) picked up another mountain with his left arm (Dama bahu) 
and rushed at the Lord, whereat the Lord cut-off that arm too and fell it to the ground. 


(10) 
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With both his two arms chopped-off, the wicked demon appeared to resemble the 
huge Mt. Mandar after its two wings were cut-off. (11) 


Kumbhakaran became wroth with exceeding wrath; he glared menacingly at Lord 
Ram with fiery eyes, and his angry visage implied that he would annihilate the entire 
world and devour it with fierce vengeance. (12) 


[Note— In ancient times it is said that mountains could fly or glide in the sky like 
huge birds do because they had wings. Indra, the king of gods, feared that if due to 
some reason these mountains would fall on some part of the world, everything 
underneath them would be crushed to pulp. So he chopped-off their wings, so that 
they lose their ability to cause harm to the world and its creatures, whereat the 
mountains became permanently grounded on the earth. 

Comparing Kumbhakaran with Mt. Mandar is to impress about his gigantic 
size and weight.] 
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kari cikkara ghora ati dhava badanu pasari. 
gagana sid'dha sura trasita ha ha heti pukari. 70. 


He (Kumbhakaran) screamed wildly and lunged forward furiously with wide open 
mouth (to gobble up anyone who came his way), whereat the gods and mystics, who 
were watching the proceedings from their stations in the sky, recoiled in horror, 
exclaiming ‘Oh my; alas-alack; oh dear me, it’s so horrifying’’. (Doha no. 69) 


[Note—'It was a hideous and terrifying sight indeed to see Kumbhakaran in this 
state—with both his arms sliced-off his gigantic body and blood spouting out of the 
open wounds which themselves resembled large openings on the side of a mountain 
from which red water gushed out, and his mouth wide open showing not only his 
sharp teeth and yelping tongue but also reminding one of the opening of a huge cave 
that leads into to a dark, dank and cavernous interior. Added to this frightening 
spectacle were his two huge reddened eyes that protruded from his ugly face like two 
gigantic fireballs ready to spew fire and brimstone on the world to burn and roast it 
alive, not to mention the hot breath blowing out of his nostrils that gave the 
impression of hot scorching wind blowing over the earth at the time of doomsday. To 
wit, Kumbhakaran looked nothing less than a ferocious dragon that has gone mad 
with anger. | 
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Lord Ram, who is an ocean of mercy and compassion, observed that the gods had 

become alarmed and terrified; so (to reassure them that there was nothing to fear from 

Kumbhakaran) he pulled the string of his bow tight, pulling it right back up to his 
1 

ears . (1) 


The volley of arrows shot by the Lord filled the gaping mouth of the demon, but even 
then the most powerful, most strong and most valorous demon did not yield nor fall to 
the ground’. (2) 


[Note—'The Lord held the bow in one of his out-stretched hands, mounted an arrow 
on the bow, and then pulled its string back with his other hand till it reached his ears, 
to make the string extremely taught so that when the grip over it was removed the 
arrow would be shot forth with a mighty force. 


*The arrows shot by Lord Ram stuffed Kumbhakaran’s mouth tight, making it 
impossible for him to yell or scream any longer; yet he kept on moving forward 
towards the Lord. When the demon stopped his high-decibel shrieking, a sudden calm 
descended on the battle-field. ] 
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With his mouth stuffed with arrows, he (Kumbhakaran) rushed forward, and this 
fearful sight gave the impression that the deity of death, known as Kaal, has assumed 


the form of a quiver filled with deadly arrows to wreak his vengeance on the battle- 
field. (3) 


Then the Lord (Sri Ram) angrily took a powerful arrow and shot it at him; this arrow 
chopped-off Kumbhakaran’s head, severing it from his trunk. (4) 
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That severed head was flung off (due to powerful force with which it was severed 
from the trunk by the arrow), and it ultimately landed (with a heavy thud) in front of 
the ten-headed Ravana. When he saw it he was overcome with grief and distress in the 
same way as a serpent loses the luminescent sac present on its hood (phani mani 


tyagém)'. (5) 


Meanwhile, the head-less torso of Kumbhakaran continued with its advance with 
great speed, and it appeared that the ground below it was subsiding due to its weight. 
To bring this fearful spectacle to an end, Lord Ram shot another arrow which cut the 
torso into two pieces. (6) 


[Note— According to legend, there is a special class of serpents that carry a luminous 
sac on its hood. It is formed by some kind of secretion from the skin on the serpent's 
head, and it solidifies to form a globule from which a soft light effuses. It is believed 
that the serpent can see only in this light when it comes out of its hole during the night 
to search for food. If this luminescent sac is lost, the poor creature becomes blind; it 
repeatedly dashes its head on the ground in regret and grief until it dies. The 
illuminated sac looks like a jewel on the hood of the serpent, and the serpent without 
this jewel is like a king without his crown. 

This example is usually employed to highlight the extent of grief and misery a 
person suffers from when something or someone extremely close to him or important 
to him is suddenly lost or snatched away, leaving him utterly dismayed, extremely 
distraught, and overwhelmed with gloom and hopelessness, leaving him with a feel 
and sense of helplessness and haplessness. 

To wit, when Ravana saw the severed head of his dear brother Kumbhakaran, 
the rug was pulled from under his feet; he was overcome with extreme distress and 
grief. He was unable to come to terms with the reality that Kumbhakaran was no 
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more, and for some time he felt everything was lost, for not only did he lose his 
brother but he also lost a powerful warrior and companion and a close family member 
at a time when a ferocious war was underway. Kumbhakaran’s death sounded like the 
death knell to Ravana; his hopes for victory were dashed; it was the first sure sign to 
him that things were going to turn ugly and awry and ruinous for him and the rest of 
the demon race for the simple reason that it was not a joke to kill Kumbhakaran, and 
Ravana knew it to so.] 
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The two severed parts of Kumbhakaran’s body fell to the ground so heavily as if two 
mountains were falling to the ground from the sky, crushing many monkeys, bears 
and demons who came in the way. (7) 


His (Kumbhakaran’s) soul left his mortal body in the form of a shaft of light and went 
straight to enter the divine body of Lord Ram’. It was a miraculous event, and most 
unexpected, which amazed the gods and sages who were surprised at it”. (8) 


[Note—'Here, Kumbhakaran’s pure conscious soul, known also as his Atma, his ‘true 
self’, emerged from his gross body to merge with the Supreme Atma, known as the 
Parmatma, represented by Lord Ram, to become one with it. According to principles 
of metaphysics, this is the best destination for the individual creature’s Atma, his 
‘pure conscious self’, whereby it becomes one with the Supreme Atma, the cosmic 
Consciousness, by merging its self with the latter. This is the final dissolution for the 
soul of the creature, for then there is no more return to the cycle of birth and death. It 
is the best form of death when the individual’s Atma attains eternity; the Atma attains 
liberation and deliverance in the true sense; it is attainment of salvation and 
emancipation for the creature; it grants enduring bliss, beatitude and felicity to the 
‘self. 

This sort of deliverance of the soul is called ‘Moksha’; it is a state from which 
there is no return to the mortal world. It is the ultimate destination for the soul, the 
Atma, which is the ‘true self? and the pure consciousness of the creature, wherein it 
merges with its primary form known as the cosmic Consciousness to become one with 
it, and inseparable from it. 

Only one other individual has been so lucky and privileged as to attain such an 
exalted destiny in the whole story of the Ramayana, and he is Ravana, for his Atma 
too merged with Lord Ram at the time of his death—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, 
Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 9 that precedes Doha no. 103. 


“Why were the gods and the sages astonished when they saw Kumbhakaran’s soul 
entering the divine body of Lord Ram? It is because they thought that Kumbhakaran 
would go to hell, and such an exalted destiny for his soul was not expected by them. 
But this incidence proves that Lord Ram does not care what sort of body a 
creature has; the Lord is only concerned with the purity of his inner-self and his Atma. 
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The very fact that Kumbhakaran’s Atma, his soul that was nothing but pure 
consciousness, left his demon-body to enter the holy body of the Supreme Being 
represented by Lord Ram proves that no matter what Kumbhakaran said or did in the 
external world, internally he was pious and holy, and his soul was untainted by the 
nature of his external form, i.e. his body of a demon, or the deeds done by him with 
this body which were deemed to be sinful, evil and vile. 

Kumbhakaran recognized the spiritual fact that the body and the soul, the 
latter known also as the Atma, are two distinct entities; he recognized the fact while 
the physical body is gross and perishable, the Atma on the other hand is pure, sublime 
and eternal; that the Atma is a creature’s ‘true self’, as opposed to his body which is 
merely the Atma’s habitat in this world; and this Atma is microcosmic form of the 
cosmic Consciousness that is known as the Parmatma, the Supreme Atma. 

A creature who truly understands this universal principle of metaphysics is 
said to be illustrious, wise, enlightened and self-realised. So, Kumbhakaran was able 
to keep his Atma separate from his body in the sense that he never allowed the Atma 
to be affected by anything the body did. This enlightened approach to life helped him 
to maintain a clear inner-self and a clear conscience even while his body was decried 
as being that of a demon, a body that is deemed to be evil, sinful, pervert and vice, a 
body with all the negativities and degrading characters that are automatically attached 
to the term ‘demon’. 

It was therefore possible for him to retain the holiness and purity of his inner- 
self and his Atma which entitled him to attain an exalted destiny for his soul by 
making it merge with the Supreme Soul represented by Lord Ram who was none else 
but the Supreme Being himself in this form. 

Indeed and without gainsay, what a fortunate soul Kumbhakaran’s was that it 
obtained a destiny that eludes even the soul of the greatest of sages and hermits. 

Lord Ram was of an exceptional good nature and stellar grace. He had no 
internal ill-will against anybody. What he was doing by way of slaying the demons 
was merely a call of duty and fulfilling of his obligation as the caretaker and well- 
wisher of this creation—because these demons had caused untold misery and pain to 
the creatures of the world, and it was obligatory for the Lord to stop this madness. 

Lord Ram played his game wisely; he shot two birds with the same arrow. On 
the one hand he provided relief, solace and succour to the world by eliminating these 
cruel demons, and simultaneously, on the other hand, he ensured that these poor and 
unfortunate demons could find liberation and deliverance for their souls by granting 
them this opportunity in the battle-field. So what the world thought was the ‘death’ of 
the demons, was actually a means of their deliverance, emancipation and salvation— 
this is clearly and explicitly mentioned in Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai 
line nos. 6-10 that precede Doha no. 114. 

Normally those who are evil, sinful, pervert and cruel are condemned to hell; 
and surely heaven is not a place for them. But Lord Ram was so merciful, gracious, 
kind, compassionate, forgiving, benevolent and magnanimous by his inherent nature 
that he decided to welcome and accept Kumbhakaran warmly at his own place by way 
of opening the door of his heart for him in a symbolic way, and it was done by 
allowing his soul to enter his own body at the time it exited from the Kumbhakaran’s 
demon-body. It was a rare gesture of grace and kindness shown by Lord Ram in the 
face of what was happening just a moment ago when both he and the demon were 
literally baying for each other’s blood. 

Thus, the merciful Lord Ram not only prevented the demon from going to 
hell, but he even went to the extent of accepting and welcoming Kumbhakaran 
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warmly by granting the latter’s soul a place in his own self in a symbolic way by 
allowing his soul to enter his body. It was a gesture that clearly meant that 
Kumbhakaran had not been condemned to hell, but elevated to an exalted stature 
where he would abide for ever in the company of the Supreme Being in heaven, 
where the Lord himself abides. 

Surely, it was a moment of celebration—for a victory on the battle-field, as 
well as to salute the greatness of Lord Ram.] 
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The gods exulted and celebrated the occasion by playing their musical drums with 
great élan. They praised Lord Ram and showered bountiful flowers upon the Lord 
from their stations in the sky. (9) 


After the gods had offered their prayers and gone their way (to their respective abode 
in the heaven), the celestial sage Narad came there (i.e. at the site of the battle 
between Lord Ram and Kumbhakara)'. (10) 


He stood in the sky and offered his prayers to Lord Ram, praising the Lord in high 
laudatory terms for his stellar qualities and excellent virtues, such as his valour, 
courage, steadfastness, fortitude and martial skills (which helped in eliminating one of 
the greatest and most feared demon of the race) as well as the Lord's graciousness, 
compassion, benevolence and magnanimity (that he granted deliverance, salvation 
and emancipation to a demon). This pleased the Lord immensely’. (11) 


Sage Narad finally requested Lord Ram to get rid of the chief wicked fellow (i.e. 
Ravana) at the earliest, and then he went his way. 
Meanwhile, Lord Ram looked admirable and adorable in the battle-field. (12) 


[Note—'It is obvious here that sage Narad was not there at the time the battle raged 
on the ground and other gods were watching it from their station in the sky. Why was 
Narad absent earlier? The answer is this: He was the son of Brahma, the creator, and 
thus he was privy to many kinds of information that other gods had no access to. He 
had heard it from his father, Brahma the creator, what would happen when during the 
course of the war; so he wasn't so eager to watch the battle betwixt Lord Ram and 
Kumbhakaran live as other gods had been doing out of curiosity. Narad was aware 
that the death of Kumbhakaran was pre-destined in the day's battle, so what was the 
need, and the use, to jostle around and find an elbow room for himself to stand in the 
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crowd of eager gods who were milling around over the site of the battle? It was 
always better to avoid a crowded place when a dangerous duel was underway, for in 
case the demon lunged towards the gods then there would be stampede, and all hell 
would break loose. 

Come to think of it: Narad was correct in this respect as it is proved during 
the battle with Ravana, for once it so happened that in the heat of battle he had angrily 
lunged at the gods standing in the sky, vowing to thrash them black and blue to exact 
a vehement revenge from them for their having the temerity of praying to Lord 
Vishnu in his form as Lord Ram for his destruction, whereat there was a stampede 
amongst the crowd of gods as they ran madly to escape from Ravana’s wrath. 
{Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, (i) Chaupai line nos. 5-6 that precede 
Doha no. 86—where we read that the gods have prayed to Lord Ram to slay Ravana 
without much waste of time; and (ii) Chaupai line nos. 5-6 that precede Doha no. 
96—where we read that Ravana had attacked the gods who were watching the battle 
from the sky, roaring fiercely at them, scowling at them and threatening them all, 
chasing them so menacingly that there was a virtual stampede amongst the gods who 
ran helter-skelter for their safety.) 

Sage Narad was a saintly figure; he did not like to enjoy bloodshed and 
mayhem like the other gods, so he thought it better to avoid the scene while the battle 
was underway. He came to offer his obeisance to Lord Ram and praise his good 
nature and stellar virtues. Narad was so happy that Lord Ram granted deliverance, 
emancipation and salvation to the soul of Kumbhakaran, while the other gods were 
happy only because one of their enemies was dead. 


*Lord Ram noted that none of the other gods had said a single word in his honour or 
even praised him for fulfilling a part of the promise made to the gods by Lord Vishnu 
when he had promised the gods that he would go down to earth personally as Lord 
Ram to eliminate the demons. The gods were so selfish that they were only concerned 
that one of their arch enemies was out of the way, but had no time to offer as much as 
a formal ‘thank you’ to Lord Ram. On the other hand there was sage Narad who 
acknowledged the good nature of the Lord in providing liberation and deliverance to 
the Atma of Kumbhakaran who was decried by others as being a sinful demon who 
ought to be condemned to hell. 

Nay, Lord Ram not only prevented the demon from going to hell, but the 
merciful Lord even went to the extent of accepting and welcoming Kumbhakaran 
warmly by granting the latter's soul a place in his own self in a symbolic way by 
allowing his soul to enter his body. It was a gesture that clearly meant that 
Kumbhakaran had not been condemned to hell, but elevated to an exalted stature 
where he would abide for ever in the company of the Supreme Being in heaven where 
the Lord himself abides. 

To wit, Lord Ram noted his difference in attitude between sage Narad and the 
rest of the gods, and therefore he very appreciated and felt glad at Narad's words.] 
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sangrama bhumi biraja raghupati atula bala kosala dhani. 1. 
$rama bindu mukha rajiva locana aruna tana sonita kani. 2. 
bhuja jugala pherata sara sarasana bhalu kapi cahu disi bane. 3. 
kaha dasa tulasi kahi na saka chabi sesa jehi anana ghane. 4. 


Lord Ram—who was endowed with majestic powers and glory, and who was a jewel 
in the line of Kings of king Raghu's race and the Lord of Ayodhya (known in ancient 
times as ‘Kaushal’)—looked adorable as he stood in the battle-field. (Chanda line no. 


1) 


The Lord looked so bewitchingly charming with drops of sweat glistening on his 
attractive face, his eyes like red-hued lotus flowers, his body covered with blood 
splattered all over it --- (Chanda line no. 2), 


---And he was calmly toying with his bow and arrow with his two hands, while the 
monkeys and bears surrounded him on all the sides. (Chanda line no. 3) 


[Speaking for himself, the principal author of this classic epic ‘Ram Charit Manas’, 
ie. Goswami Tulsidas makes this observation—] ‘Tulsidas, the humble servant of 
Lord Ram, says that when Lord Seshnath, the celestial serpent who has a thousand 
mouths, cannot completely narrate the glory of Lord Ram, then say how is it ever 
possible for a humble man like him to sing the Lord’s glory, praise him for his grace, 
and describe his beauteous form in the battle-field even by a fraction of their 
immensity.’ (Chanda line no. 4) 


[Note—'Tulsidas expresses his inability to sufficiently describe the glory and virtues 
of Lord Ram, as well as his captivating charm that enthralls the heart of the beholder, 
because he finds himself incompetent to do so. He says that when the great Seshnath 
could not sufficiently do it with a thousand mouths, how can he do it with only a 
single mouth? So there is no regret in it. Rather, he is happy that he could do service 
to his dear Lord Ram by singing his glories to the best of his ability, and in whatever 
little manner he could do. 

And what was so special, so unique, so laudatory, and so noble and 
honourable in Lord Ram's actions? It is answered below. ] 


wo. fafa aem Wetrent dif che Frat era 
ffi d at dente Sa ass SARTE N 92 UI 
doha. 


nisicara adhama malakara tahi dinha nija dhama. 


Pa laa 


[Lord Shiva, the principal narrator of the divine Story of the Ramayan, said to his 
consort, goddess Parvati, the daughter of the King of Mountains, who was listening to 
the narrative—] ‘Oh Girija! The demon (Kumbhakaran) was vile, evil and a mine of 
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sins. Even he was vouchsafed an exalted destiny by Lord Ram who granted his soul 
an abode where the Lord himself dwelt. 

Say then how unfortunate and dumb-witted is a creature who would, in his 
stupid folly, not adore and worship and honour such a glorious and munificent Lord 
as Sri Ram (who graced even a demon and vouchsafed him with a grant of liberation 
and deliverance, of emancipation and salvation, inspite of his having a sinful body).’ 
(Doha no. 71) 


[Note—Lord Shiva observes that only a great fool would desist from bowing before 
the greatness of Lord Ram; only one who is an utter fool and has completely 
bankrupted his mind of all senses and wisdom would search other Lords for the grant 
of favour, succour and solace instead of seeking these blessings directly from Lord 
Ram—because there is no other Lord who is as welcoming, amiable and friendly, as 
well as great, graceful, kind, compassionate, forgiving, merciful, benevolent, 
magnanimous and munificent as Lord Ram anywhere in this creation.] 
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dina kem anta phirim dvau ani. samara bha'l subhatanha $rama ghani. 1. 
rama krpam kapi dala bala barha. jimi trna pa'i lāga ati darha. 2. _ 
chijahim nisicara dinu aru rati. nija mukha kahém sukrta jehi bhamti. 3. 


At the end of the day, when there was eventide, the armies of both the sides returned 
to their respective camps’. (1) 


The hordes of monkey and bear warriors were infused with a surge of energy and 
enthusiasm when Lord Ram graced them after they assembled in the camp in the same 
way as a dwindling fire is re-ignited into its full ferocity with a little help from some 
fresh twigs that are added to it^. (2) 


On the other hand, the opposite prevailed in the demon camp. They were overcome 
with ever rising regret and gloom, feeling utterly helpless and hapless. [Their 
confidence in themselves and their king Ravana were shattered. } 

The condition of the demon ranks was like the case of one advertising one’s 
own noble and meritorious deeds—because by doing so the rewards that accrue due to 
such deeds quickly dwindle and eventually disappear’. (3) 


[Note—'This marked the end of the third day of the epic War of Lanka. 
Kumbhakaran was slayed during this day. 


?The monkeys and bears were well-nigh exhausted and weary by the end of the day of 
fierce battle with Kumbhakaran. But when Lord Ram looked over his army to take 
stock of the situation, his graceful look had such magical charm that it spread 
immediate cheer in the rank and file of the warriors. 
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The Lord’s benevolent smile and graceful manners instilled confidence in the 
monkey and bear warriors. He told them that they need not worry at all about the 
outcome of the war in general, and the course of the war day-by-day, as they had 
witnessed today how he, Lord Ram, could easily handle the most ferocious of demons 
and take care of them. 

The warriors were reassured and highly enthused; they were full of energy, 
confidence and the raring to go, for the death of Kumbhakaran in a single day’s battle 
had not only cheered and invigorated the army of Lord Ram but it also marked a 
major milestone towards ultimate victory. All the weariness and doubts and 
consternations of the monkeys and bears were dispelled, and this soared the morale of 
the Lord’s army to new heights. 


?There is message here—and it is that one ought to show great modesty, humility and 
restraint when it comes to telling others about one’s good deeds. Boasting and talking 
about them, to advertise the good deeds in the hope that such information would bring 
praise and honour to the doer, has just the opposite effect, for such boasting and 
advertising neutralizes the good effects and diminishes the rewards that accrue to a 
person due to whatever noble and meritorious deeds he does. It is a case of 
diminishing returns. 

Similarly, the demons were getting low on morale and numbers with the 
passage of every single day of the war. It was because they had always boasted of 
their might, strength, invincibility and powers, and now it had boomeranged upon 
them. ] 
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bahu bilapa dasakandhara kara't. bandhu sisa puni puni ura dhara’. 4. 
rovahim nari hrdaya hati pani. tasu teja bala bipula bakhani. 5. 


The ten-shouldered Ravana (dasakandhara) lamented and grieved in many a ways; 
he clasped the severed head (of his dear brother Kumbhakaran) close to his heart even 
as he beat his head repeatedly in abject despair, deep agony, and aggravated 
frustration. (4) 


At the same time as Ravana lamented and grieved gravely for Kumbhakaran, the 
women of the household too beat their hearts even as they soulfully mourned and 
wept for him, extolling Kumbhakaran's exemplary valour and strength, and praising 
his virtues and singular abilities in laudatory terms’. (5) 


[Note—'The ladies of the demon king Ravana's household had lamented and grieved 
immensely in a similar way when Meghanad, the son of the demon king Ravana, was 
killed, and also when the demon king himself was killed in the war. {Apropos: Ram 
Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, (1) Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 77—when 
Meghanad died; and (ii) Chaupai line nos. 1-4 that precede Doha no. 104—when 
Ravana died.) 
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The death of Kumbhakaran was a major milestone in the epic War of Lanka, 
and it was a body-blow to Ravana as his demise had the effect of a warrior losing one 
of his limbs while the battle with the adversary was still raging fiercely. 

Kumbhakaran was no ordinary demon warrior; he was a member of the ruling 
family, and a younger brother of the demon king Ravana. With his death Ravana lost 
a friend and brother who was not only a close family member but also his sincere 
well-wisher. The unfortunate Ravana had already lost the support of another of his 
brothers, i.e. Vibhishan, whom he had humiliated so much by kicking him in full 
court that he abandoned him. Ravana’s arrogance and haughty manners had begun to 
slowly pull the rug from under his feet, and his slow decline into ruin was aided by 
the burden of his unabated sins and evil ways that were weighing down heavily upon 
him, unraveling his great reputation as an invincible warrior who could bring even the 
mighty gods to kneel down before his might. The great and mighty demon race— 
which Ravana had so assiduously nourished, fostered and encouraged, against which 
even the deity of death known as Kaal would have trembled, a race that had become 
the supreme terror of the world against which no power in creation dared to raise its 
head in opposition—was surely and certainly heading to its sunset hour, as everything 
would ultimately head to in this mortal world. 

To wit, Ravana pulled his demons along with him as he tottered to his own 
destruction. With his two major supports, his brothers Vibhishan and Kumbhakaran, 
gone, Ravana was virtually marooned. Though there were other commanders in the 
demon army, but Ravana could not rely on them as much as he would on his own 
family members. There was no one except his valiant son Meghanad left now in the 
family to give him courage and company, and lead the charge against the enemy. And 
therefore, his last hopes were pinned on Meghanad, whom he will send next to the 
battle front. 


3K K K K K K seek 


Section 16.2: Adhyatma Ramayan 


Adhyatma Ramayan, Lanka/Yudha Kand, Canto 7, verse nos. 40-70; 
Canto 8, verse nos. 1-30. 


Before proceeding further with the rendering of this magnificent and fascinating Story 
of the Epic War of Lanka, with its vivid narrative of events of singular dare devilry, 
valour, fortitude and courage, let us pause for a while to recount how ‘Adhyatma 
Ramayan’ of Veda Vyas describes this episode of Kumbhakaran’s death. 

It is narrated in Adhyatma Ramayan, Lanka/Yudha Kand, Canto 7, verse nos. 
40-70; and Canto 8, verse nos. 1-30. 


By reading about the same incident or episode of the epic Story of the Ramayana as 
narrated by two independent narrators who lived in different periods of time, which in 
our present case is Goswami Tulsidas who narrated Ram Charit Manas, and sage 
Veda Vyas who penned Adhyatma Ramayan, the reader benefits in many ways: one, 
he gets to view the same picture from two different angles that present two 
independent perspectives of it; two, he reads how the same episode has been viewed 
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and interpreted by two independent learned observers who were separated from each 
other by thousands of years, which implies that the main outline of the event being 
related by them actually did happen, and it is not a fanciful idea generated by the 
creative imagination any single author’s fertile mind; and three, it helps to refresh the 
reader’s memory about the details of the event under consideration, enabling it to be 
engraved more abidingly in his mind when he happens to read it once again, albeit as 
narrated by another narrator. 

Presently, it seems that two different great souls, Tulsidas and Veda Vyas, 
over two different periods of time, have got the intuition to describe the same incident 
of the great Story of the Ramayan in their own unique style, with focus on different 
aspects of the same event which they chose to describe. It is therefore an excellent 
idea to read the Story of the Ramayan, which forms the basis of our own “Story of 
Ravana and the Epic War of Lanka”, from more than one classical book, and so it is 
wonderful to read about Kumbhakaran’s death from Adhyatma Ramayan after reading 
it from Ram Charit Manas. 

So, let’s get going:- 


(i) Sub-section 16.1.1: Adhyatma Ramayan, Lanka/Yudha Kand, Canto 7, 
verse nos. 40-70:- 
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ityuktvā vānaraih sārdham sugrīveņa samanvitah ı 
vibhisanamatenaiva yuddhaya samavasthitah 11 4011 
pasanaih padapaiscaiva parvatagrai$ca vanarah | 
yuddhayabhimukha bhütva yayuh sarve yuyutsavah 11 411 


[After Laxman had been revived by administration of the medicinal herb brought by 
Hanuman, cheer spread amongst the rank and file of Lord Ram's army. Every 
monkey and bear warrior was highly excited raring to go to take on the might of the 
enemy, the demon forces. After thanking Hanuman profusely for being instrumental 
in saving the life of Laxman, Lord Ram summoned his war council led by his chief 
commanders Sugriv and Vibhishan; he began urgent discussions for the next steps to 
be taken, and to prepare for the battle of the next day.] 


40-41. Having thanked Hanuman (for the help in reviving Laxman), Lord Ram began 
earnest preparations for the war with the assistance of Sugriv, Vibhishan and other 
monkeys (40). 

Then the monkeys, who were very eager for battle, started off for the battle- 
field, armed with rocks, trees, summits of mountains (i.e. large boulders) and sundry 
other things they could lay their hands on, things that they could use to attack their 
enemy (41). 
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ravano vivyathe ramabanairviddho mahasurah | 
matanga iva simhena garudeneva pannagah ıı 4211 
abhibhüto'gamadraja raghavena mahatmana I 
simhasane samavi$ya raksasanidamabravit i 4311 


42-43. In the meanwhile, the great demon Ravana had become extremely agitated, 
vexed and confounded when he was hit and severely wounded by Lord Sri Ram's 
arrows, just like an elephant becomes agitated and terribly frightened when it is under 
a fierce attack by a lion, or a snake is when attacked by Garud (the legendary mount 
of Lord Vishnu, said to be such an inveterate enemy of serpents that he would gobble 
a snake as soon as he sights one)! (42). 

The demon king Ravana was defeated at the hands of the great Raghav (Lord 
Sri Ram) and beat a hasty retreat; he went to Lanka for the time being. He sat on his 
throne and addressed the demons who had assembled around him (43)— 


[Note—'An elephant, on the face of it, seems to have an upper hand over the lion in a 
fierce combat between the two because it has a larger body and looks more powerful 
and stronger than a lion, but when the lion begins its attack in right earnest the poor 
elephant seems helpless. After offering some strong resistance initially in the combat, 
the elephant finally panics because it becomes clear to him that he is no match for the 
lion, and if he does not manage to shake the lion off him and run away, then death is a 
foregone conclusion. 

Similarly, Garud, the name given to the celestial Eagle or Heron who is said to 
be the mount of Lord Vishnu, would swoop down on a serpent and kill it instantly. 
Initially the serpent would try its best to bite the mighty bird or wrap itself tightly 
around it to squeeze it to death, but soon it gives up the struggle as the Garud begins 
to gobble it up. 

In the present context it implies that Lord Ram's form of a human being who 
was civil and amiable, was no match for the colossus size of Ravana's body as well as 
his frightening visage and menacing demeanours. But when the duel commenced 
betwixt the two, Lord Ram had a quick upper hand over his adversary, creating an 
alarming situation for Ravana inasmuch as that had he not escaped from the battle 
front he would have been killed even before the combat ended. So Ravana was very 
scared, and he scampered away to the safety of his fort of Lanka where all other 
demon warriors assembled for a quick war council to take a stock of the situation.] 
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manusenaiva me mrtyumaha pürvam pitamahah | 
manuso hi na mam hantum Sakto'sti bhuvi ka$cana 1I 441 
tato narayanah saksanmanuso'bhünna samSayah | 
ramo dasarathirbhütva mam hantum samupasthitah 11 4511 


44-45. [Ravana said—] 'In some ancient time, the grandfather of creation, i.e. Brahma 
the creator, had forecast my death at the hands of a human, but there is no man in this 
world who can ever kill me (44). 

Hence, there is no doubt! that Lord Narayan (Lord Vishnu) himself has 
manifested as a human being in the form of Lord Sri Ram, the son of king Dasrath (of 
Ayodhya), and he has come here to kill me (45). 


[Note— Why was Ravana so sure that Lord Ram was no ordinary human being but 
Lord Vishnu himself? It is because in the duel between him and the Lord, it was the 
first time in his life that Ravana felt so alarmed and scared for his life. So he deduced 
that there must be more to Lord Ram than what meets the eye. Putting two and two 
together he arrived at the obvious conclusion that there is no other explanation for 
things as they are unfolding except that it is Lord Vishnu himself who has assumed 
the form of Lord Ram in order to get rid of him.] 
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anaranyena yatpürvam Sapto'ham raksasesvara | 
utpatsyate ca madvamse paramatma sanatanah ıı 4611 
tena tvam putrapautrai$ca bandhavaisca samanvitah | 
hanisyase na sandeha ityuktva mam divam gatah ii 471 
sa eva ramah safijato madarthe mam hanisyati | 
kumbhakarnastu müdhatma sada nidravasam gatah ıı 481 


46-48. In some ancient time, Anaranya had cursed me, saying 'Oh king of demons! 
The truthful and eternal Supreme Being, the Lord God, will incarnate (or reveal) 
himself in my family (46), and, without doubt, you along with your sons, grandsons, 
kith and kin, compatriots and friends et al, will die at his hands'. And having said so, 
he had gone to heaven (47). 

So therefore I have no doubt that it is the same Supreme Being who has 
manifested himself for me in the form of Lord Sri Ram, and likewise it is also certain 
that he will kill me. My brother Kumbhakarn is a very foolish and stupid fellow; he is 
always under the influence of sleep (i.e. he is so singularly lazy and without ambitions 
that he always prefers to sleep, and do nothing else in his life) (48). 
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tam vibodhya mahasattvamanayantu mamantikam | 

ityuktaste mahakayasturnam gatva tu yatnatah ii 4911 
vibodhya kumbhasravanam ninyü ravanasannidhim | 
namaskrtya sa rajanamasanopari samsthitah ıı 501 


49-50. You must go and wake him up, and then bring him here.’ 

[To remove confusion, the reader must refer to verse no. 43 where Ravana was 
surrounded by other demons when he returned from the battle-field. He is addressing 
those demons. | 

When he said so, the demons, who all had colossal and fearsome bodies, said 
'alright', and they immediately rushed to carry out the orders given to them. They 
went to Kumbhakarn and engaged themselves in right earnest to wake him up from 
his deep slumber by employing umpteen numbers of methods. When they finally 
succeeded in arousing him from his sleep, they conveyed to him Ravana's urgent 
message and then brought him to the place where Ravana was waiting for him. There 
he (Kumbhakarn) showed his respects to the king of the demon race (i.e. Ravana) and 
sat down on his designated seat (49-50). 


[Note—Ravana mortally feared facing Lord Ram in the battle-field because he knew 
that the Lord would surely slay him as had been prophesized long ago. So instead of 
leading the war from the front as a king is expected to do, and as Ravana had always 
being doing during his countless campaigns to conquer the world and the heaven, this 
time he preferred to send others in his stead so that, if possible, he could escape the 
trap of death. He would presently send his brother Kumbhakara, and then when the 
latter is killed in the battle, he would next send Meghanad, his beloved son, to face the 
wrath of Lord Ram. It is only when no other family member is left for him whom he 
can send as his proxy would he himself step into the battle-field, to fight unto death. 

By sending one after another great fighter to face Lord Ram in the battle-field 
instead of fighting the Lord himself as he was expected to do, Ravana's intention or 
his strategy was to wear out the Lord by adopting the tactic of attrition, so that by the 
time his own turn comes the Lord would have already been exhausted and war-weary, 
while he would be fresh and sprightly enough to launch a fierce offensive. So, Ravana 
himself waited for the last moment to strike hard at the war-weary enemy. It was a 
military strategy employed by him, but it proved to be in vain because he could not 
change the fiat of fate and the decree of destiny.] 


AIS WAU Boil saz Store foror | 
PADI forater cd HecprcquR erg Il 92 I 
WAU forsal: SRI: Y: gigi MEA: | 

fb axieeiférarolt A acai suerd II 921 


1651 


tamaha ravano raja bhrataram dinaya gira | 

kumbhakarna nibodha tvam mahatkastamupasthitam ıı 5111 
ramena nihatah surah putrah prautrasca bandhavah | 

kim kartavyamidanim me mrtyukala upasthite 11 5211 


51-52. Then king Ravana said in a most pitiful way to his brother, 'Oh Kumbhakarn, 
listen to me. A great trouble has presented itself before us (51). 

Sri Ram has killed the great warriors, sons, grandsons, relatives, compatriots 
and friends of our demon race. The time of my death (i.e. my end) appears to have 
come. What should I do now? I am very perplexed and confused, and am unable to 
decide what to do. So do please give me your advice (52). 
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esa dasarathi ramah sugrivasahito ball i 

samudram sabalastirtva mülam nah parikrntati i| 531 
ye raksasa mukhyatamaste hata vanarairyudhi I 
vanaranam ksayam yuddhe na pasyami kadacana i 541 


53-54. This son of Dasrath, i.e. Lord Sri Ram, along with the forces of Sugriv (i.e. the 
army of monkeys and bears), has successfully crossed the ocean, and has now 
surrounded (besieged) us from all the sides; he and his fierce warriors are slowly 
nibbling away at our very roots. 

[To wit, like rodents that destroy a flourishing garden or verdant forest by 
steadily nibbling away at the roots of plants and trees, burrowing through the soil and 
striking directly at their roots, or gnawing at the fruits and leaves, dealing a death 
knell upon all vegetation, this son of Dasrath and his unrestrained army of reckless 
monkeys and bears have managed to come to our dear land of Lanka. Now they are 
gradually chopping away at us; they have besieged our fort and chipping away 
steadily at our defenses; they run amok all over the fort at their own free will, killing 
our great warriors one by one, weakening us and making us hollow from within. What 
appeared the other day to be an impregnable fort of Lanka has now become 
exceedingly vulnerable; its defenses are on the verge of collapse, and the morale of 
our army has become very fragile due to relentless ferocious attack by the enemy and 
our steadily diminishing ranks.] (53). 

All our chief demons (i.e. commanders of the army etc.) have been killed at 
the hands of the monkeys, but we are not able to see any reduction in the numbers of 
the monkey (and bear) warriors in the battle-field. 

[To wit, it seems that we are at the receiving end of thrashing by Fate in this 
frightening war. Our numbers are dwindling rapidly, and the morale of our warriors is 
fast sinking, while that of our enemy seems to be on the ascendant. It's a gravely 
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alarming situation; a day so gloomy and dark that we had never expected would ever 
come to us has now come knocking at our door overnight. ] (54). 
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nāśayasva mahābāho yadartham paribodhitah ı 
bhraturarthe mahasattva kuru karma suduskaram ıı 551 
śrutvā tadrāvaņendrasya vacanam paridevitam ı 
kumbhakarno jahasoccairvacanam cedamabravit ii 5611 


55-56. Oh the most valiant and valorous one! You must destroy them—that is why I 
have woken you up. Oh the great and brave warrior! Do this impossible and difficult 
task for the sake of your brother.' (55). 

Hearing these gloomy and distressed words of their king Ravana, Kumbhakarn 
burst out, laughing derisively. He said (56)— 
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pura mantravicare te gaditam yanmaya nrpa | 

tadadya tvamupagatam phalam papasya karmanah ıı 5711 
pürvameva maya prokto ramo narayanah parah | 

sita ca yogamayeti bodhito'pi na budhyase ıı 5811 


57-58. 'Oh king! When you had consulted me earlier, I had told you then also—the 
fruits of your past sins have indeed borne fruits today (57). 

I had already told you (i.e. I had already warned you; I had already advised 
you) that Sri Ram is the Supreme Lord of the world known as Lord Narayan (i.e. Lord 
Vishnu) who is beyond everything, and Sita is his Yog Maya’, but unfortunately you 
don't seem to understand anything inspite of my trying my best to make you see 
reason and think rationally (58). 


[Note—'The *Yog Maya’ is the Lord's supernatural power to bring together the 
different forms of his cosmic energy to do things that are otherwise not possible. It 
also refers to the ability of the Lord to create delusions that are so real life-like that 
even the wisest of creatures are taken for a ride by the illusion it creates. 

In the present case Ravana seems to think that he has abducted and brought 
home a prince's wife and her husband, Lord Ram, could not protect her. But what he 
forgets is that, one, it is only a shadow of the real Sita that he has managed to abduct, 
and two, it is the way the Lord wants it to be that he had managed to steal her*, and 
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not because he had the real strength and ability to do so on his own accord, against the 
wishes of the Lord. {*Refer: Adhyatma Ramayan, Aranya Kand, Canto 7, verse nos. 
1-4.}] 


gocë dol aod fdorrerreri faerat forfor | 
EA FI Alor: AJRA IGIS: II ell 
aaga aero Dell aod À do | 

Scy TDI ARG: YS Salo Hou Rer: II goll 


ekadaham vane sanau visalayam sthito nisi | 

drsto maya munih saksannarado divyadarsanah i 591 
tamabravam mahabhaga kuto gantasi me vada I 
ityukto naradah praha devanam mantrane sthitah 11 601 


59-60. One night I was sitting on a large rock in the forest. At that time I saw the 
celestial sage Narad (59). 

I said, 'Oh the most exalted and fortunate one (mahabhaga)! Tell my where 
are you going now?' When I had asked this, Narad replied, 'I was attending a very 
confidential meeting of the Gods (in heaven) (60). 


aqicucoldgod c davIrfr gol cca: | 
garri dfar Sal: ad IWATA: ii € 1 
Da XAXA SCA Hae AAMLSAL: | 
os Navassa Sa cjeiiaeraueaost Il ERII 


tatrotpannamudantam te vaksyami $rnu tattvatah | 
yuvabhyam pidita devah sarve visnumupagatah ıı 6111 
Ucuste devadevesam stutva bhaktya samahitah | 

jahi ravanamaksobhyam deva trailokyakantakam ıı 6211 


61-62. Whatever transpired there, I shall tell you verbatim; listen. Being extremely 
tormented and vexed by you two brothers (Ravana and Kumbhakarn), all the Gods 
approached Lord Vishnu (to find out a way to end the misery, fear and suffering these 
gods are subjected due to you two brothers) (61). 

They offered prayers to the most exalted supreme Lord of Gods; these prayers 
were offered with immense devotion, faith, submission and humility. The gods 
pleaded: 'Oh Lord! This fellow Ravana has created great horrors for us; we are feeling 
utterly helpless against his might; he has caused immense distress, misery and agony 
to us. He (Ravana) has become a virtual thorn for all the three divisions of the world’. 
Hence oh gracious Lord of the world, kindly do something soon to eliminate him, 
please get rid of this scourge of the entire world as soon as it is possible (62). 


[Note—'The three divisions of the world are the following: the heaven, the earth and 
the nether world. ] 


1654 


AOU ARRA PUA FEM uar | 
deed ASM sical oils ATIPE Il €3il 
AIMS ASA]: ARRIGDcU SAR: | 

MA APA Sal Wa scerfarfargar I Evil 


manusena mrtistasya kalpita brahmana pura | 
atastvam manuso bhütva jahi ravanakantakam ıı 631 
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63-64. In an earlier time, the creator Brahma had destined (literally, written, foretold, 
decided, prescribed and prophesized) that his death would be at the hands of a human. 
So, oh gracious and kind Lord, you should become a human being and eliminate 
(destroy) this Ravana-like thorn (that is causing untold suffering to this creation)! (63). 

Then the great Lord Vishnu, the Supreme Being and the Lord of all, and who 
is steadfast in keeping his vows and is true to his words, assured the gods, saying, 
‘Alright; it shall be so’. 

Now the same Lord has revealed himself as Lord Sri Ram in the family of the 
great king Raghu (of the kingdom of Ayodhya) (64). 
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65-66. He will slay you all’. Saying this, the sage (Narad) went his way. Hence, you 
must recognise and realize the fact that Lord Sri Ram is none but Brahm, the Supreme 
Lord of creation who is eternal, truthful and supreme (65). 

With this wisdom and insightful thought, you will be doing the right thing by 
abandoning all forms of confrontation, hostility, ill-will, animosity, opposition and 
belligerence with this image of the Supreme Lord, for remember that the human form 
of Sri Ram is merely an illusion that hides the Lord’s true form, which is none else 
but the Supreme Being himself. 

You must adore, worship and have devotion for Lord Sri Ram instead of 
harbouring any kind of enmity or ill-will against him; you must not have a hostile 
attitude towards the Lord. The most exalted of the Raghus (i.e. Lord Sri Ram) 
becomes easily pleased with those who worship and adore him, those who pay their 
obeisance to him with full devotion, reverence, faith, conviction, humility, dedication 
and submission (66). 
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bhaktirjanitri jnanasya bhaktirmoksapradayini | 
bhaktihinena yatkificitkrtam sarvamasatsamam ıı 6711 
avatarah subahavo visnorlilanukarinah | 

tesam sahasrasadr$o ramo jfianamayah Sivah ıı 6811 
ramam bhajanti nipuna manasa vacasa'nisam | 
anayasena samsaram tirtva yanti hareh padam ıı 6911 


67-69. Bhakti (which refers to sincere devotion, submission and complete dedication 
to the Lord God) is the mother of ‘Gyan’ (enlightenment, wisdom, gnosis, truthful 
knowledge of reality), as well as a provider of emancipation and salvation to the 
creature. If a person has no Bhakti in him, if he has not devotion and faith in any thing 
he does, if he is not fully dedicated and committed in any thing that he endeavours to 
do, if he lacks conviction and sincerity in his efforts, then all his efforts go in vain, 
whether they are related to spiritual matters or to worldly matters’. (67) 

Lord Vishnu had many incarnations, and in all of them he had done playful 
activities which are called the *Lord's Leela', or the Lord's sports that were played in 
accordance with the form that the Lord had assumed. 

But this incarnation or manifestation of the Supreme Lord as ‘Lord Sri Ram’ 
is an embodiment of enlightenment, wisdom, gnosis and truthful knowledge (Gyan), 
and hence it is nothing else but an image of ‘Shiva’ (i.e. an embodiment of the all the 
virtues that Lord Shiva stands for)’. 

This being the case, the incarnation of the Supreme Being as Lord Ram is 
equivalent to thousands of other incarnations (because it is personified form of 
‘Shiva’, one who is true, pure, holy, divine, self-realised, enlightened, and the most 
exalted of them all) (68). 

Those who worship Sri Ram sincerely, most diligently and devotedly, with 
their mind and heart as well as by their words and thoughts, at all times of their 
existence every day and night, are sure to easily cross this mundane, gross and mortal 
world that normally keeps a creature trapped in a cycle of birth and death, to attain 
final deliverance, emancipation and salvation for themselves. They attain an exalted 
destination for themselves by way of going to the supreme abode of Sri Hari (Lord 
Vishnu) in heaven (69). 


[Note—'The idea is that merely saying that “I am a devotee of God and I worship 
him” won’t help the creature a wee whit unless one is very sincere and truly devoted 
to the Lord in his mind and heart, in his actions and deeds, in his thoughts and words. 
Mere lip-service won’t help; it can please the world but it won’t please the Lord. 
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*Lord Shiva stands for the virtues of the soul that are beautiful and pristine pure; the 
Lord symbolizes the purity of soul, its holiness, piety, wisdom, truth, enlightenment, 
self-realisation, renunciation and detachment; Lord Shiva stands for the glory of the 
soul and its freedom from all worldly attachments and material attractions. 

Amongst all the incarnations of Lord Vishnu on this earth, the one in the form 
of Lord Sri Ram is regarded as the best in all respects. Lord Sri Ram is a 
personification of ‘Shiva’ because he stands for the virtues and the beauty of the soul 
which is pure cosmic Consciousness. 

Further, Shiva is called a Mahadeva, the ‘Great God’—implying here that 
Lord Ram is also a Great God, and not an ordinary human being as he appears to be. 
Like Lord Shiva, Lord Ram too is the most exalted soul; he is sagacious, erudite, 
wise, enlightened, self-realised and auspicious; he is like a true hermit who remains 
detached from and dispassionate towards the external world of sense objects. Like 
Lord Shiva who remains eternally peaceful and blissful in his internal self, Lord 
Ram’s inner self too remains in a state of eternal bliss, peace, serenity and beatitude. 

To wit, Lord Ram epitomises those excellent characters which make a man 
great and exalted, a perfect human being. | 
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70. Those persons who are truly saintly, who have a pure and pious heart, and devote 
themselves in meditating on Lord Ram, in thinking about nothing else but Lord Ram, 
and in reading the divine story of Lord Ram in this world—such persons are sure to 
find freedom from the misery and pain associated with the great snare that traps a 
creature to this gross mortal world of transmigration; they attain an exalted destination 
for their souls in the form of gaining access to the eternal bliss, beatitude and felicity 
that are embodied in the lotus-like feet of Lord Sri Ram, the divine Lord (husband) of 
Sita. (70) 


[Note—We observe that Kumbhakaran has emphasized the importance of ‘Bhakti’ in 
one’s spiritual pursuit. Without this eclectic and singularly excellent virtue, success 
would elude a spiritual aspirant. 
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The other point he lays stress on is to remember Lord Ram, a manifestation of 
the Supreme Being, during every moment of one’s life. He nevertheless adds a caveat 
here—and it is that this should be done with a clean, pious, devoted and pure heart as 
well as a mind that is free from all worldly taints and corruptions; it should be done 
with sincerity, devotion and dedication. 

And the third point is that he shows a practical way to do it—which is to 
narrate and listen to the Lord’s divine and glorious stories that describe the Lord’s 
deeds during his manifestation in this world. However, it is absolutely necessary 
while doing so that one must not harbour any sort of doubt about the Lord’s true 
identity; one should be absolutely convinced that Lord Ram is a manifestation of the 
Supreme Being himself, and not an ordinary human being as he physically appears to 
be. 

If one follows the advice given by Kumbhakaran, then it is certain that one 
would easily cross the vast and virtually intractable ocean that is represented by this 
gross, mundane world marked by all sorts of pains, miseries and torments associated 
with the constantly rotating cycle of life and death in it, to reach the other side, which 
implies attainment of freedom from all these torments, and have abiding peace, 
happiness, joy, bliss and beatitude for one’s self.] 


Thus ends Canto 7 of Lanka Kand of Adhyatma Ramayan that describes the 
conversation between Lord Shiva and his divine consort named Uma. 


(ii) Sub-section 16.1.2: Adhyatma Ramayan, Lanka/Yudha Kand, Canto 
8, verse nos. 1-30:- 
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1-2. Lord Shiva—'Oh Parvati! Hearing the words of Kumbhakarn (Canto 7, verse nos. 
57-70), the countenance and eyebrows, i.e. the facial expressions, of Ravana, the one 
with ten necks (daSagrivo), became very fierce and wrathful. He almost leapt up from 
his seat in disgust and anger, and rebuffed Kumbhakarn with scorn and sarcasm in his 
tone (1), 'I know you are very wise, but I have not called you to preach me now. If 
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you like, you can regard my deeds as being correct and in proper order, and enter the 
war on my behalf (for I am not in a mood to listen to lectures at this moment; I don’t 
like it) (2). 
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no cedgaccha susuptyartham nidra tvam badhate'dhuna | 
ravanasya vacah $rutva kumbhakarno mahabalah i 311 
rusto'yamiti vijfiaya türnam yuddhaya niryayau | 

sa langhayitva prakaram mahaparvatasannibhah ıı 411 
niryayau nagaratturnam bhisayan harisainikan | 

sa nanada mahanadam samudramabhinadayan ıı 511 


3-5. If you don’t agree, then go back and sleep. You must be feeling uncomfortable 
for being woken up too early; so go and complete your sleep! [And don’t worry about 
me; I am competent to tackle the situation on my own. Scoot from here and lie down 
once again. No one would disturb you again. |' 

Hearing these sarcastic and acerbic taunts of Ravana, the brave Kumbhakarn 
(3) realised that his brother Ravana is very angry, wrathful and annoyed. 

Not to exacerbate matters any further that would probably lead to a shameful 
showdown between the two brothers (and also because he was aware of the fate of the 
demon race according to what he had heard from sage Narad), he (Kumbhakarn) set 
off for the battle front immediately. 

Kumbhakkarn, who was as huge as a mountain in his body, stepped across (4) 
the ramparts of the walled city of Lanka (like a colossus taking a giant step), and with 
only a few steps he came out in the battle-field". 

He then roared aloud so fearfully and thunderously that the whole army of 
monkeys and bears was petrified with mortal fear, and lost its wits. The sound waves 
generated by his roar reverberated in the sky and rolled over the earth, hitting the 
ocean so hard that it too rumbled and roared in resonance even as its waters heaved 
and waves rebounded violently (5). 


[Note—'Kumbhakarn was so huge that he could not get through the exit gates of the 
city walls, for they were too small for his large body. So, he just stepped across them 
in a giant, Gulliver-like step. One can very well visualize the sight of Kumbhakarn 
standing: he was like a Giant, towering so high as to touch the sky. ] 
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vanaran kalayamasa bahubhyam bhaksayan rusa | 
kumbhakarnam tada drstva sapaksamiva parvatam ıı 611 
dudruvurvanarah sarve kalantakamivakhilah | 
bhramantam harivahinyam mudgarena mahabalam ıı 711 


6-7. Then, becoming fiercely angry, he started to destroy the army and annihilate the 
monkeys and bears by catching hold of them, and devouring them wholesale. 
Kumbhakarn then looked like a huge winged mountain' (6). 

All the monkeys and bears began fleeing in terror from there in extreme great 
haste just like all the creatures try to escape from the clutches of death-god called 
Yam when he comes to catch them in his snare and take them to hell. 

Kumbhakarn roared violently as he freely roamed in the battle-field, romping 
and rampaging unchecked through the ranks of the army of monkeys and bears, with a 
very heavy dumb-bell in hand as his only weapon (with which he battered the enemy 
watriors and bludgeoned them to death) (7). 


[Note—'His dark colossus body resembled a huge mountain, while his two arms 
protruding from the sides of his gigantic body looked like the outstretched wings of a 
huge bird. The general appearance of Kumbhakarn was like that of a huge dinosaur or 
some other horrifying, abominable creature that roamed the surface of the earth in 
early times. ] 
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8-9. Everywhere the extremely strong and powerful Kumbhakarn was killing the 
monkeys and bears relentlessly; swiftly swallowing them up, or reducing them to pulp 
by either crushing and grinding them under his heavy feet, or pounding and thrashing 
them with his clenched fists (8). 

In the mean time, Vibhishan, who was wise and observant, and was holding a 
battle mace in his hands, saw all this unfold before his eyes. He came forward and 
bowed at the feet of his elder brother (Kumbhakarn, to show respect to him) (9). 
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10-12. Vibhishan said, 'Oh the wise one (mahamate)! I am your brother Vibhishan. 
Have mercy on me’. Oh my dear brother! I had tried repeatedly to tell and explain to 
Ravana (10) that he should give Sita back to Sri Ram because the latter is none but 
Lord Janardan^ (i.e. Lord Vishnu) himself in a personified form. But it is so 
unfortunate that he did not listen to me; on the contrary, he drew his sword to kill me. 
(11) 

He reproached me most scornfully, saying with disgust in his tone: 'Shame to 
you; get away from here.' 

Surrounded as he is by sinful, corrupt and pervert courtiers, he did not hesitate 
a moment to kick me in full court. Then, accompanied by four ministers, I came to 
take shelter with Lord Sri Ram and seek refuge at the Lord’s holy feet? (12). 


[Note— When Vibhishan saw Kumbhakarn coming to the battle front, he decided to 
go and meet him. One reason was to explain to him why he had left Lanka, and the 
other reason is to pray to him not to punish him for his action. That is why Vibhishan 
says “have mercy on me"; he requests Kumbhakarn to excuse him for having 
abandoned his family and race to join the enemy's camp, for he will explain why he 
did it, and then he further pleads that he be spared from incurring Kumbhakarn's 
wrath because the fault was not his but that of Ravana. 

In the verses that follow herein below we shall see that Kumbhakarn shows his 
great affection to his younger brother Vibhishan and agreeing with him that Ravana is 
not ready to listen to any sane advice because he is under the grip of death. 
Kumbhakarn blesses Vibhishan and says that the latter had done the right thing by 
seeking refuge with Lord Ram, as this decision of his would ensure that the demon 
race would not completely be annhiliated. The meeting between the two brothers was 
cordial and brotherly, with no sign of animosity or hatred betwixt them. When they 
parted, probably there were tears in their eyes. This is in sharp contrast with the way 
Vibhishan and Ravana parted with each other—it was a very bitter and angry parting; 
it was marked by disgust and rancour. (Refer: Adhyatma Ramayan, Lanka/Yudha 
Kand, Canto 2, verse nos. 27-36.} 


?The word “Janardan” refers to Lord Vishnu, the Supreme Lord of the world. It means 
the Lord who is very kind, compassionate and merciful towards his humble creatures; 
he takes care of them all and ensures their welfare and well-being. 


*Vibhishan explains to Kumbhakarn why he deserted his elder brother Ravana. He 
says that while he was trying to make Ravana see reason, the latter took offense and 
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publicly humiliated him. It was intolerable an insult, so Vibhishan says that he 
decided to abandon Lanka and seek refuge with Lord Ram.] 
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13-14. Hearing these words and finding that his own brother Vibhishan has come to 
meet him, Kumbhakarn affectionately hugged him, clasping his dear brother close to 
his heart. He (Kumbhakarn) said, 'Oh son (vatsa)! You live a long life (tvam jiva)! 
By taking shelter and refuge in the holy feet of Lord Sri Ram (13), you have ensured 
that you will live long to take care of the future welfare of our demon race. On some 
previous occasion, I had heard from sage Narad that you are a great devotee of the 
Lord (14). 


[Note—Compare this with how Ravana had treated Vibhishan. This seemingly 
normal meeting between two brothers marks a stark difference between Ravana and 
Kumbhakarn. While Ravana's mind and heart were completely overshadowed by 
perversion, wickedness and sinfulness, and he was full of pride, ego and haughtiness, 
making him singularly stubborn, ruthless and reckless, Kumbhakarn on the other hand 
was more reasonable, sober, prudent, courteous, wise and cultured in his demeanours 
and thoughts. 

We have already read that Kumbhakarn too had tried to tell Ravana the same 
thing that Vibhishan had told him earlier, and on both the occasions there was no 
effect on Ravana. 

One outstanding feature of the meeting between Kumbhakarn and Vibhishan 
is how they met, and the circumstances around it—they embraced each other like two 
affectionate siblings meeting for the last time, with no bitterness in their hearts, 
though they were in opposite camps. Vibhishan has bowed to his elder brother 
Kumbhakarn to pay his respects to him (verse no. 9), and the latter has picked him up 
and embraced him affectionately, calling Vibhishan his ‘son’ (verse no. 13).] 
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15-16. Oh my dear (tata)! You must go away from me now for my eyes are wild and 
intoxicated by wine. I cannot see (i.e. differentiate between) who is my own or who is 
opposed to me. 

[To wit, I have drunk so much that my mind is not under my control. The wine 
has got its firm hold on me, making me intoxicated so much that I am not able to 
judge who is my friend and who is my foe. So, before I cause you any harm, it is 
better you go away from me. But my dear brother, I bless you.]' (15). 

When his brother (Kumbhakarn) had said so, tears welled-up in Vibhishan's 
eyes. He bowed at his (Kumbhakarn's) feet, and overcome by worries and filled with 
remorse, he came back and stood before Lord Sri Ram (16). 


[Note—'Vibhishan was moved by the way his elder brother Kumbhakarn met and 
blessed him. He was filled with gratitude and affection for his elder brother for the 
brotherly emotions he had shown him, and this aggravated the sense of remorse and 
sorrow in the heart of Vibhishan for he felt great pity and sympathy for Kumbhakarn 
because the latter had become a victim of circumstances. Vibhishan realized that 
Kumbhakarn did not wish to fight this war as he felt it was uncalled for, that he held a 
view that was similar to that of Vibhishan’s regarding Lord Ram, and that he decided 
to enter the battle-field because he thought it was the proper thing to do to remain 
loyal and faithful to his family and the demon race, for it was his moral duty and 
obligation to obey the commands of his king like a true soldier who does not question 
the orders given to him by his chief commander, whether such orders are right or 
wrong is not for him to judge. 

Vibhishan pondered over the matter and realized that there was also another 
reason that had made Kumbhakarn decide to remain loyal to Ravana, instead of 
abandoning him like Vibhishan had done. Kumbhakarn had little choice before him; 
he did not face the same situation as Vibhishan had faced which had compelled the 
latter to leave Lanka and take refuge with Lord Ram. There was a difference between 
his own case and that of his brother Kumbhakarn’s case, and it was this: While 
Ravana had publicly humiliated Vibhishan by kicking him, he had not shown any 
disrespect to Kumbhakarn. So therefore, while Vibhishan’s leaving Ravana was 
justified to a great extent, Kumbhakran would not be able to justify a similar action if 
he had decided to leave Lanka and seek refuge with Lord Ram. 

Vibhishan was filled with pity for Kumbhakarn, that he will have to die for an 
unjust cause, but at the same time he had great sympathy for him because he had no 
choice left before him. Vibhishan was overcome with a lot of remorse and grief, and 
the intensity of his sorrow was increased because of the love and affection that 
Kumbhakarn had shown him. 

Vibhishan was also worried because he would be forced to play a part in the 
death of his brother Kumbhakarn, especially when the latter had shown so much 
affection for him. It was a situation which confounded Vibhishan, and filled him with 
excess of remorse and grief. ] 
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17-19. Kumbhakarn roamed wildly and unhindered around the monkey army, 
rampaging, romping and stamping his way through it, freely battering, thrashing and 
crushing the monkey and bear warriors with his hands and feet, like he were a 
personified form of a wild and crazy elephant who represents death itself (17). 

Seeing him run amok in the middle of his army, Raghav (Lord Sri Ram) 
became very annoyed and excessively angry. The Lord took cognizance of the matter 
and shot a special weapon called *"Vayavyastra". With the help of that weapon, the 
Lord severed the right arm of the demon (18); this arm had held the dumb-bell (by 
which Kumbhakarn was hitting the monkeys and bears viciously). At this, the demon 
began shrieking violently. His arm (which was torn away due to the strike of this 
unique weapon) fell on the ground, crushing many monkeys and bears in its wake 
(19). 


[Note—'The “Vayavyastra” (vàyavyam $astra) is a powerful weapon that is as 
forceful and dynamic as the wind in its fiercest form. The wind element is one of the 
five elements in creation, and its wild aspect is revealed in the form of a strong gale, a 
fierce tornado, a howling hurricane or a churning cyclone and the like that can cause 
untold havoc on land and sea by uprooting huge trees, tearing off roofs of houses, 
toppling all manners of structures, capsizing ships, causing gigantic tidal waves and 
making the ocean heave and roar as if it is the doomsday. 

This weapon is used by invoking the powers of the wind-god, and thus it is 
powered and propelled by the wind element. When it strikes, there is a huge explosion 
that creates a vacuum, and everything around is either blown away and torn apart, or 
violently sucked in and squeezed to pulp. Its effect is a combination of an explosion 
and an implosion. So when it hit Kumbhakarn, his hand which held his weapon, the 
dumb-bell, was torn away from his body, and it then fell with a heavy thud over the 
army of monkeys and bears, crushing a good many of them under its huge size and 
weight.] 
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20-21. [The following verses describe the fierce duel between Lord Sri Ram and 
Kumbhakarn—] Then all the monkeys and bears, who were scattered here and there 
in the battle field, stood aside, astounded and terrified, as they watched the duel 
between Lord Sri Ram and the demon (Kumbhakarn) (20). 

When his right hand was severed, Kumbhakarn took hold of a big Sal tree (in 
his left hand) and rushed towards Raghav (Sri Ram) to hit him hard with it (21). 
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Salena sahitam vamahastamaindrena raghavah | 
chinnabahumathayantam nardantam viksya raghavah ıı 2211 
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22-23. But Raghav (Sri Ram) cut-off his left arm that held the Sal Tree using a 
weapon called ‘Indra's weapon’. When Lord Raghav (Sri Ram) observed that inspite 
of having both his arms severed Kumbhakarn there was no respite from his violence 
as he became more aggressive, roaring and shrieking violently as he lunged forward 
for another bout of vicious attack (22), Lord Ram mounted two arrows that had 
crescent-shaped tips (shaped like a sickle) and shot them. These two arrows sliced off 
Kumbhakarn's two legs, one each, and flung them off; the severed legs finally landed 
at the gate of Lanka with a tremendous thud (23). 
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nikrttapanipado'pi kumbhakarno'tibhisanah | 
vadavamukhavadvaktram vyadaya raghunandanam ıı 2411 
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24-25. Inspite of having all his limbs (hands and legs) cut-off, the most ferocious and 
fierce Kumbhakarn rushed towards Raghunandan (Sri Ram) with a mouth wide open 
like a wild mare, and shrieking and yelling wildly (24). 
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He appeared like Rahu rushing towards the Moon-God to gobble him up'. But 
the most exalted of the Raghus (Sri Ram) filled his gaping mouth (i.e. stuffed it) with 
a volley of very sharp arrows (25). 


[Note—'According to ancient mythological tradition, ‘Rahu’ was a demon whose 
head was severed by Lord Vishnu because he was trying to cheat others by disguising 
himself as one of the gods and sitting amongst them at the time when Amrit, the 
nectar or ambrosia of eternity that was derived by the churning of the celestial ocean, 
was being distributed between the gods and the demons. His true identity, that he was 
a demon and not a god, was revealed by the sun and the moon gods. This made Rahu 
an eternal enemy of these two gods. Since a few drops of Amrit had already fallen in 
his open mouth before it was severed, he could not die. It was a piquant situation; so 
the creator Brahma blessed him that though his severed head cannot be stitched back 
on his trunk, yet he will live, and to live he needed some periodic nourishment by way 
of something to eat. So it was provided that whenever he felt hungry he could devour 
the sun and the moon gods. This boon resulted in the occurrence of the solar and the 
lunar eclipses when it is believed that these two gods are gobbled up by Rahu. But 
fortunately, Rahu has his head severed from his trunk; so the sun and the moon soon 
emerge from the hole at the lower end of Rahu’s head after they enter it through his 
mouth. 

The natural phenomenon known as the solar and the lunar eclipse are 
attributed to this boon given to Rahu. When he starts eating these two gods, the light 
of the disc of the sun and the moon gets diminished progressively; when they are fully 
inside his mouth the eclipse is said to be complete; and when they slowly slip out of 
the severed end of Rahu’s head, the eclipse gradually fades away, and finally comes 
to an end when Rahu leaves his victims and goes away. 

The idea here is that Kumbhakarn dashed forward with an open mouth to 
devour Lord Ram just like the case of Rahu rushing towards the sun and the moon to 
gobble them up.] 
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26-28. Inspite of having his mouth stuffed with arrows, the most ferocious and fierce 
demon Kumbhakarn continued to yell and shriek wildly. Then Sri Ram mounted the 
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Indra's arrow, which was considered the best amongst them all, and which was as 
dazzling and splendorous as the sun (26). 

That arrow was sturdy, infallible, invincible, hard and strong as the Bajra (the 
weapon of Indra). Sri Ram shot it at the demon to finally kill him. That arrow went 
through his head—which was like a huge mountain, and had large ear-rings as well as 
a glittering row of teeth—to severe it from his trunk in the same way as the Bajra of 
Indra had cut-off the head of the demon Vrittasur in some ancient time. The head fell 
at the gates of Lanka, while the torso fell in the ocean (28). 
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29-30. That head blocked the gate of Lanka, while the torso crushed numerous 
marine creatures that lived in the ocean and blocked the movement of the whirlpools 
present in it. Seeing that Kumbhakarn has died, there was wide-spread celebrations 
amongst all the creatures; everyone welcomed it, including the Gods, the sages and 
hermits, the Gandharvas (celestial musicians), the subterranean creatures such as 
serpents, the air-borne creatures such as the birds (29), the Siddhas (mystics), the 
Yakshas (a type of demi-Gods), the cave dwellers (both humans such as hermits, as 
well as animals such as lions etc.), the Apsaras (celestial damsels or courtesans of 
Indra's court), and all the rest besides them—everyone became extremely pleased and 
happy. They showered flowers over Lord Raghav, sang his glories, and said prayers in 
his honour (30). 


[Note—Verse nos. 18-29 describe how Kumbhakarn was killed. It was a one-to-one 
duel. No army had accompanied the demon, and during the last moments even the 
monkeys and bears had stood aside to watch the awe inspiring spectacle of the Ram- 
Kumbhakarn war. | 
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Chapter 17 


The Second Battle with Meghnad and His Death 


Section 17.1: Ram Charit Manas 


Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha 
no. 72—to Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 78. 


When Kumbhakaran died, a thick pall of gloom descended upon the family of Ravana 
in particular, and the whole of the demon race in general; there was a widespread 
sense of abject despair and dejection. Ravana and the ladies of his household wept 
bitterly and inconsolably, lamenting and grieving gravely for Kumbhakaran. At that 
moment of grief and despondency, Meghanad, the son of Ravana, came to condole 
with them. He soothed his father Ravana, encouraging him to show courage and 
resilience in the face of this calamity that has befallen the family as well as the demon 
race. He told his father Ravana not to despair, for he would show his true mettle and 
avenge his uncle’s death in the battle of the next day. 

And true to his word, Meghanad fought ferociously in the battle that followed, 
spreading terror in the enemy’s camp. He felled Laxman, Sugriv and Vibhishan, and 
other brave warriors such as Hanuman, Angad, Nal and Neel too were severely 
battered by him. Then he ensnared Lord Ram in a coil of serpents, but the Lord was 
however freed when Garud, the Lord’s celestial mount in the form of the legendary 
Eagle, was sent by sage Narad and other gods to free him. Garud came and devoured 
all the serpents that had tightly coiled themselves around Lord Ram’s body, thus 
freeing him. 

Meanwhile, Jamvant, the aged chief of the bears, fought valiantly with 
Meghanad in a fierce hand-to-hand duel during which the latter threw a spear at him, 
which Jamvant grabbed and threw back at Meghanad, thereby making him swoon and 
fall down. Then Jamvant caught hold of him and dumped him in Lanka. 

When Meghanad recovered his consciousness and saw his father Ravana, he 
felt utterly ashamed at himself. So he decided to perform a fire sacrifice that would 
make him invincible and protected from death. When this news arrived in Lord Ram’s 
camp through a spy of Vibhishan, the Lord sent his brother Laxman along with Angad 
and other brave monkey warriors with a clear instruction to get rid of Meghanad in 
any way that they thought fit according to the prevailing situation. They went and 
disturbed Meghanad’s fire sacrifice, preventing him from completing it successfully. 
In the ferocious do-or-die battle that followed, Meghanad was finally slayed by 
Laxman when he shot a powerful arrow at him, which pierced through his chest and 
killed him. 

Hanuman picked up Meghanad’s body and dumped it in front of the gate of 
Lanka. Meghanad’s death was the final nail that sealed Ravana’s fate—for now he 
was sure that with his brother Kumbhakaran and son Meghanad dead, there was 
nothing left for him to look forward to, but to valiantly die a warrior’s death, with 
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dignity and honour and self respect, fighting till the last breath with all the might, 
courage and valour that he could garner for himself. 


The episode of Meghanad’s battle and his subsequent death at the hands of Laxman 
has been narrated in Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes 
Doha no. 72—to Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 78. 


Meghanad had entered the fray on the 4" day of the war, does a fire sacrifice during 
the night as demons usually do, and his death the next day marked the 5" day of the 
war. 


Now, let us commence with our reading of this fascinating battle that lead to 
Meghanad’s death: 
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meghanada tehi avasara aya'u. kahi bahu katha pita samujhaya'u. 6. 
dekhehu kali mori manusa't. abahim bahuta ka karaum bara’. 7. — 
istadeva saim bala ratha paya'um. so bala tata na tohi dekhaya'um. 8. 


At that time (when everyone was mourning and lamenting sorely for Kumbhakaran) 
Meghanad came in; he comforted his father (Ravana) and consoled him in various 
ways by citing many stories that are told on such occasions to provide reassurance to 
those who are grieving for their departed loved ones. (6) 


Meghanad encouraged Ravana to show resilience and patience with these reassuring 
words: ‘Tomorrow you shall see my extraordinary valour and heroism about which I 
do not want to speak in detail now (for at this juncture it would look as if I am 


bragging). (7) 


My dear father (tata)! The unmatched strength and unparalleled powers, as well as 
the war chariot that I had been gifted by the deity whom I worship (istadeva sai 
bala ratha paya'um)’, I had never show them to you till now (because there was no 
occasion for it). [But be comforted in your heart as the time has arrived for me to 
unveil them to you now.] (8) 


[Note—'In ancient time when Ravana had launched his campaign to conquer the 
world, Meghanad had done a severe fire sacrifice with sage Shukracharya, who was 
the Guru, i.e. the moral preceptor and advisor, of the demon race, as its head priest. 
Shukracharya made Meghanad perform seven fire sacrifices, viz. Agnishtov, 
Ashwamedh, Bahusuvarnak, Rajsuya, Gomegh, Vaishnav-yagya and Maheshwar- 
yagya. As a reward of these religious sacrifices, Meghanad was granted certain things 
that made him invincible and formidable in battle. These were the following: (1) A 
chariot that had the unique ability to fly in the air, was unbreakable, and it could go 
unhindered anywhere as was desired by its rider; (ii) Mystical powers that are 
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associated with Maya, which enabled him to create delusions and illusions to 
confound his enemy, such as making him vanish from sight and creating sudden 
darkness that would confuse his enemy because he won’t be able to see anything; (111) 
Powerful weapons such as a quiver that never exhausted its supply of arrows, an 
invincible bow that could invariably subdue the enemy against whom it was used, and 
many other mystical weapons that would crush the enemy without fail. {Refer: 
Valmiki Ramayan, Uttar Kand, Canto 25, verse nos. 7-10.) 

Here Meghanad is referring to these unique and magnificent weapons that he 
has decided to employ in the next day's battle.] 
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The whole night was thus spent in mourning and grieving, as well as reassurances 
given by Meghanad in a sorrowful voice. At last when the dawn broke on the horizon, 
a large number of monkeys and bears surrounded all the gates of the fort (of Lanka) to 
lay seize of the city’. (9) 


On this side were the ferocious monkeys and bears who personified Kaal (death) 
itself, while on the other side were their opponents, the equally ferocious demons who 
were war veterans and extremely steadfast in the battle-field. (10) 


Each side was fighting valiantly with the object of attaining victory over the other. Oh 
the prominent one amongst the birds ("khagaketü"; i.e. Garud)”! It was a singularly 
awe-inspiring and such a blood-chilling war that it defies description; one cannot fully 
describe its horrors, its intensity, its magnitude in words—because its not feasible and 
not possible. 

[To wit, words have a limited scope, and no matter how good a poet or a 
narrator is, he would not be able to do proper justice to the actual scene that unfolded 
in the battle-field no matter how best he tries to capture the sight by employing words 
to describe it. So therefore, much is left to the imagination of the reader who is at 
liberty to visualize the fighting on the ground and the horrors of this war according to 
his own understanding.] (11) 


[Note—'This was the beginning of the 4" day of the war. 


?There are three primary narrators of the Story of Ram Charit Manas—one is Lord 
Shiva who tells it to his consort goddess Uma, also known as Parvati or Girija, the 
second is the saintly crow Kaagbhusund who narrates this magnificent Story to 
Garud, the mount of Lord Vishnu and the king of birds, and the third is sage 
Yagyawalkya who narrates this Story to sage Bharadwaj. {Apropos: Ram Chart 
Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line nos. 3-5 that precede Doha no. 30.) 
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But for all practical purposes we find during our reading of this wonderful 
Story that Goswami Tulsidas, the author of this grand epic named ‘Ram Charit 
Manas’, has relied primarily on either Lord Shiva or Kaagbhusund as his source. The 
reason is that these two are the most ancient narrators of this Story. It was first 
conceptualized in the heart and mind of Lord Shiva who narrated it to Parvati, but that 
was done at such a sublime and subtle level of existence of consciousness that it was 
not heard by the ordinary world in which we live. It is because Lord Shiva is a ‘God’ 
and Parvati is a Goddess, and both of them do not have a physical body like creatures 
in this world have. So their dialogue remained in the form of cosmic vibrations that no 
creature of the world could hear. 

But fortunately sage Kaagbhusund heard this Story directly from Lord Shiva, 
and he in his turn narrated it to Garud, the king of birds, who came to visit him in his 
hermitage in this mortal world. So therefore, the second narrator was Kaagbhusund; 
his narration was the first narration in this physical world. 

Later on, sage Yagyawalkya received this Story from sage Kaagbhusund. So, 
Yagyawalkya not only became the third narrator but also the one from whom the 
Story spread in the human race. In this way, this divine Story descended from heaven 
in a gradual manner and made available to us in this mortal world. | 
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Meghanad mounted his special chariot which had certain magical powers, and rode on 
it to the sky’. Once there, he roared so thunderously and in such a fearful manner that 
it sent a chill down the spine of the monkeys and the bears, causing terror amongst 
them. (Doha no. 72) 


[Note—'This chariot had some unique qualities that were specific to it, such as its 
ability to fly like a plane in the sky, to stand at a fixed point in the air, and become 
invisible when needed. This chariot was very illusive, and to catch it was well-nigh 
impossible. 

Meghanad chose to go up in the air to have a vantage point from which he 
could survey the whole battle-field. It also gave him an added advantage of quick 
mobility and safety from direct attack by the monkeys and bears who would find it 
rather difficult to pursue and engage him in the sky as compared to the ease with 
which they could have surrounded and thrashed him if he were on the ground. 

Meghanad got his name from the fact that he could laugh or speak so loudly, 
with a high-pitched roar that it sounded like a deafening clap of thunder. So when he 
roared in anger, the monkeys and bears trembled in fear, and for a moment, were 
almost deaf.] 
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Meghanad used a formidable array of weapons to attack the army of monkeys and 
bears on the ground below from his high position in the sky. He rained down upon 
them a volley of sharp and powerful lancets, spears, tridents, swords, sickles, 
scimitars and the like—all of which were extremely effective like the weapon known 
as Vajra! (kulisayudha). (1) 


Besides the above, he also used battle-axes, battle-rams, huge boulders, and a hail of 
ferocious arrows against his enemy”. (2) 


[Note— The ‘Vajra’ is the invincible weapon of Indra, the king of gods. Here it 
means that all the weapons discharged by Meghanad were as strong, powerful and 
infallible as the Vajra of Indra. 


^One can imagine the ferocity of the attack by Meghanad. The weapons he used from 
high up in the sky must have cut through the rank and file of the monkeys and bears 
like a farmer using his cutting tools to reap his harvest.] 
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All the ten directions! were covered by arrows as if a dark cloud of doomsday is 
pouring its deadly rain of death and destruction upon the ground below. (3) 


Everywhere and in all directions, left, right and center, there were chilling yells and 
angry shouts calling out ‘kill, kill’, and in the ensuing bedlam and the pandemonium 
that followed no one knew who was being killed, or who the killer was’. (4) 


[Note—'The ten directions are the following: north, north-east, east, south-east, south, 
south-west, west, north-west, zenith and nadir. 

The idea is that the whole sky and land, as far as the eyes could see, were 
covered by a thick blanket of arrows. 


?There was complete chaos and mayhem on the battle ground. First there was the rain 
of deadly weapons, then there was the fearful darkness in every direction, and added 
to this was the horror of indiscriminate death accompanied by yells and moaning of 
those dying; compounding the fearful scene and making the matters worse were the 
mad clashes of warriors who thrashed anyone they encountered, not discriminating 
between friend and foe, because the combatants were literally blinded with passion 
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and extremely provoked by anger that is natural during a close combat between two 
powerful armies vying with each other for victory. The warriors madly shouted in 
chorus ‘kill-kill; thrash-pound’; there was pandemonium and bedlam in the battle- 
field, and in the utter confusion that arose from this free-for-all, no one could know 
who was killing whom. ] 
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The monkeys and bears grabbed huge boulders and rocks and jumped into the sky to 
intercept Meghanad, but by that time he vanished from sight'. When the warriors 
couldn't find him, they felt frustrated, and returned back in disgust. (5) 


In the meanwhile, Meghanad employed his skills to create illusions to fabricate false 
paths, valleys and mountain caves that were all filled with sharp arrows (in an attempt 
to trap and kill the monkeys and bears who tried to flee and hide somewhere). (6) 


Finding all escape routes thus blocked, the monkey and bear warriors became 
panicky. It was like the case of Mt. Mandrachal being imprisoned by the magical 
charm of Indra, the king of gods’. (7) 


[Note— It has already been said that Meghanad's chariot had the unique ability to 
vanish from sight—apropos Doha no. 72 herein above. So, when the monkey and bear 
warriors reached the spot where they saw Maghanad a few moments ago, he sneaked 
away undetected, and couldn't be intercepted. Repeated attempts to catch up with him 
failed, and so the monkeys and bears became frustrated and disgusted. 


*Mt. Mandrachal had the ability to fly freely because it is believed that it had wings. 
But when Indra spun his magical charm around it, the great mountain forgot how to 
fly. This instance is cited here to mean that though these monkey and bear warriors 
were very brave and powerful fighters, but they felt themselves helpless against the 
might of Meghanad's magical powers to create delusions; they felt trapped and 
confused by the appearance of so many mysterious passages, valleys and caves even 
though they actually didn't exist. These warriors forgot that this sight was a mere 
illusion created by Meghanad, and therefore there was nothing to fear about.] 
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marutasuta angada nala nila. kinhési bikala sakala balasila. 8. 
puni lachimana sugriva bibhisana. saranhi mari kinhési jarjara tana. 9. 


All the strong and valiant warriors, such as Hanuman, Angad, Nala and Neela etc., 
were left stunned and agitated. (8) 


After that, he (Meghanad) directed his attention on Laxman, Sugriv and Vibhishan; he 
assailed them all by shooting volleys of arrows that pierced through their bodies and 
severely wounded them. (9) 
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Finally, he (Meghanad) engaged Lord Ram in a fierce duel; he shot powerful arrows 
that transformed themselves into serpents when they hit the Lord. (10) 


These serpents managed to ensnare Lord Ram who is famed as the slayer of demon 
Khar; it is such an irony that the Lord who is eternally independent and free, who is 
without a beginning or an end as he is eternal and infinite, who is one and non-dual, 
and who has no faults in him that are normally associated with this mortal world, 
should get trapped by a snare of serpents that tightly coiled themselves around him. 

[Why did this happen; why did Lord Ram, who is eternally free from all sorts 
of delusions, allow himself to be caught in this one? This question is answered in the 
next verse.] (11) 


Verily, though Lord Ram is the Supreme Being who is always free and independent, 
yet he decided to get tied in a snare of serpents just to play out his role as a human 
being to perfection like an expert actor ought to’. (12) 


The fact of the matter is that the almighty and omnipotent Lord Ram wished to uphold 
the dignity of a duel and adhere to the norms associated with a battle where there are 
ups and downs during a combat, and a warrior, no matter how strong and powerful he 
might be, cannot always have the upper hand over his adversary. 

The Lord did this to imply that since he had assumed the form of a human 
being, he is subject to all the limitations that apply to this race. His form as an 
ensnared warrior who remained calm and poised inspite of being tied with a rope of 
serpents imparted a unique charm and beauty to the battle-field; it was a singularly 
captivating sight that enthralled the mind of the beholder amidst the general scene of 
the battle-field that was marked by bloodshed, bedlam and mayhem. 
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The sight of Lord Ram trapped in a snare of serpents sent waves of fear rolling 
amongst the gods (who were watching the proceedings from their stations in the sky). 
[The gods became alarmed and terrified when they saw Lord Ram ensnared in a tight 
grip of serpents that coiled themselves around him. It was a nightmare for the gods. ] 


(13) 


[Note—'To wit, Lord Ram willingly allowed himself to be caught in the snare of 
magical serpents thrown by Meghanad because the Lord is an expert actor, and so he 
wished to play his role of a human being to perfection. Being the almighty and 
omnipotent Lord God of the world, had the Lord wanted he could have remained free 
and very easily neutralize this formidable weapon of Meghanad, but that would not be 
like an ordinary man, for it would obviously have been a display of superhuman 
powers, an act which the Lord wished to avoid. ] 


ao. fst arg ara wt uf ares vat ure | 
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girija jasu nama japi muni katahim bhava pasa. 
SO ki bandha tara ava'i byapaka bisva nivasa. 73. 


[Lord Shiva, the primary narrator of this glorious story, says to his consort Parvati, 
whose other name was Girija as she was the daughter of the King of Mountains—] 

*Oh Girija! The Lord whose name is so divine and holy that when great sages 
and hermits repeat it during their meditative sessions they are able to cut through the 
formidable snare that ties the soul of a creature to this gross mortal world of 
transmigration, and thereby find deliverance for themselves, say how can that 
supreme Lord be tied in a snare of false snakes?! (Doha no. 73) 


[Note—'To wit, it is not true that Meghanad was actually able to tie Lord Ram in a 
snare of snakes, because it was simply impossible to do so for reasons cited in this 
Doha. But the illusion that Meghanad created was so perfect that it gave the 
impression that the Lord was indeed trapped in his snare, and this illusion was further 
sustained because the Lord himself wished to maintain this impression. 

Why so? The answer is given in Chaupai line nos. 12-13 that precede Doha 
no. 73 herein above. The Lord had to act his role of a human being to perfection for 
he wished to honour the words of the creator Brahma that Ravana and his compatriots 
would be killed only by a human being*, and so it was necessary that the Lord must 
actually behave like an ordinary man in order to keep Brahma's words. Had Lord 
Ram used his supernatural powers to free himself from this magical snare, the very 
purpose of his assuming the form of a human being would be defeated, for then his 
true identity as the Supreme Being would be known to one and all, and if that 
happened and he still went ahead to eliminate the demons led by their king Ravana 
then it would be in gross violation of Brahma's solemn words. That would not be 
good under any circumstance as it would undermine the Creator's dignity and 
authority. This is why Lord Ram willingly accepted to be tied up by a snare of snakes 
created by Meghanad. 
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* Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line nos. 3-5 that precede 
Doha no. 177.] 


"dio. ef vH c WA var late aoe sif rer APT g UI 
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caupat. 


carita rama ke saguna bhavani. tarki na jahim bud'dhi bala bani. 1. 
asa bicari je tagya biragi. ramahi bhajahim tarka saba tyagi. 2. 


[Lord Shiva told his consort called Bhavani—] ‘Oh Bhavani! What the Supreme 
Being did in his human manifestation as Lord Ram is so mysterious and beyond 
comprehension of mortal creatures that it cannot be subjected to worldly logic and 
interpretation of the mind. Hence, it cannot be described by the power of speech or 
understood by application of the power of reasoning, and therefore there should not be 
any debates and arguments regarding the Lord's deeds and actions (for all of them are 
exceedingly mysterious and beyond comprehension of the mind-intellect complex)’. 


(1) 


Taking this into consideration, those who are enlightened about this Truth concerning 
Lord Ram, are wise and prudent enough to have devotion for the Lord, to worship and 
adore the Lord in a dispassionate manner, without getting unnecessarily perturbed and 
perplexed at what the Lord does in his human form, because no matter how hard they 
try they would only be wasting their time and energy in the futile exercise of 
attempting to unravel these secrets by applying logic and reasoning to understand 
them, for they are bound to fail in this exercise. (2) 


[Note— Similar idea is expressed elsewhere also in Ram Charit Manas—for instance, 
refer to: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes Doha no. 
121; Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 341. 

The idea is that a wise and enlightened person ought not to allow himself to be 
dragged into the whirlpool of doubts and confusions by applying unnecessary logic 
and reasoning to understand every thing about Lord Ram, as it would only vex his 
spirit and create misunderstanding regarding the Supreme Being because the latter is 
beyond the reach of the mind and the intellect. Such an exercise, if attempted, would 
only lead to more and more perplexities and uneasiness of the soul, instead of 
granting any worthwhile result in the form of peace and stability of the mind; so it's 
better to avoid it altogether.] 
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byakula kataku kinha ghananada. puni bha pragata kaha'i durbada. 3. 
jamavanta kaha khala rahu tharha. suni kari tahi krodha ati barha. 4. 
bürha jāni satha chamré'um tohi. lagesi adhama pacarai mohi. 5. 
asa kahi tarala trisula calayo. jamavanta kara gahi so'i dhayo. 6. 


Meghanad (“ghananada”; one who roared like the sound of like thunder) made the 
whole army of monkeys and bears extremely agitated and perplexed by his skillful 
maneuverings and employment of magical tricks. After remaining illusive for some 
time, he reappeared once again, and began using offensive and threatening language. 


(3) 


Jamvant, the chief of the bears, challenged him, saying, “Oh you rascal; keep standing 
(to face me).’ 
Meghanad became excessively furious when he heard it. (4) 


He angrily shot back at Jamvant, saying caustically, ‘I had spared you hitherto fore 
considering your old age. But how ungrateful you lowly fellow are that, instead of 
feeling obliged to me, you choose to challenge and remonstrate me. Woes betide you, 
oh you wretch!’ (5) 


Saying these wrathful words, Meghanad shot a shimmering hot trident at Jamvant; the 
latter grabbed it immediately and lunged aggressively towards his attacker to hit him 
back with the same trident. (6) 


THR Tur. A Bret oT ah aha Arar t 9 t 
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marisi méghanada kai chati. para bhümi ghurmita suraghati. 7. 
puni risana gahi carana phirayo. mahi pachari nija bala dekharayo. 8. 


He (Jamvant) hit Meghanad in his chest with this trident so violently that the 
tormentor of gods reeled under its impact, swooned, and then fell down on the 
ground. (7) 


Then Jamvant showed his valour by catching hold of Meghanad by his leg in a fury, 
swung him round and round, and then dashed him against the ground. (8) 


[Note— Whatever sense that was left in Meghanad after being attacked by the trident 
was now surely gone, and he remained prostrated on the ground, completely lifeless 
for some moments. This was the first time in his life that Meghanad had had to face 
this situation, and he wasn't prepared for it. So it came to him as a shock that totally 
unnerved him. First was the violent strike by the powerful trident, and then in quick 
succession came this vicious dashing on the ground; this left little time for him to 
recover his breath and wits, and for some moment he lay dazed and motionless on the 
ground like a corpse. 

Jamvant was responding to Meghanad's comment that he had desisted from 
attacking the former out of deference to his old age when a person becomes physically 
weak—apropos verse no. 5 herein above. Jamvant wished to tell Meghanad that he 
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owes nothing to him, and a warrior does not want to live on charity or mercy of his 
enemy. He might be old in body but that does not mean that he lacks in strength, 
power, courage and valour. ] 


Ot Wale Gl AVS A ANT | da We us CHT UT SAT i S Ul 
Bel cahty Wes werdr iH Gato ufa A say i Qo N 


bara prasada so mara'i na mara. taba gahi pada lanka para dara. 9. 
iham devarisi garura pathayo. rama samipa sapadi so ayo. 10. 


Due to the boons that Meghanad had, he did not die’. So Jamvant seized him by his 
legs and tossed him away in such a way that he landed in Lanka. (9) 


Meanwhile, the celestial sage Narad sent Garud (the mount of Lord Vishnu who is 
renowned for his ability to devour serpents) who came immediately to Lord Ram. (10) 


[Note—Meghanad was granted a boon by Lord Brahma, the creator, that he would die 
only at the hands of someone who hasn't slept and hasn't had a proper meal for 
fourteen years. (Refer: Adhyatma Ramayan, Lanka/Yudha Kand, Canto 8, verse nos. 
64-65; and Anand Ramayan, Sarkand, Canto 11, verse no. 175.) 

The question arises: ‘from whom and when did Laxman learn the skill that 
enabled him to remain alive without eating and sleeping for such a long time?' Well, 
the answer is found in Ram Charit Manas itself where it is expressly mentioned that 
sage Vishwamitra had imparted this singularly unique Vidya (esoteric knowledge) to 
the two brothers, Lord Ram and Laxman, when he was taking them to his hermitage 
in order to eliminate the demons who had been defiling his fire sacrifice. This Vidya 
imparted to the two brothers the skill to survive without eating, drinking and sleeping. 
This mystical ability and its esoteric knowledge would stand them in good stead when 
they would eventually go to the forest where proper food, drink and sleep would be 
virtually impossible. 

The grateful sage had also given them some very rare weapons that were 
exclusive and could only be used by a person who is entitled to use them, for they 
were sort-of locked by a password in the form of some Mantra, which could have 
been some sort of a special combination of words, letters or phrases that would unlock 
the fierce potentials of the concerned weapon upon invocation. (Refer: Ram Charit 
Manas, Baal Kand, Doha no. 209 along with Chaupai line nos. 7-8 that precede it. } 

According to Valmiki's Ramayan, Brahma gave him a boon that he could only 
be killed if his enemy managed to reach the site where he would be doing some fire 
sacrifice to gain victory over the enemy, disrupt his sacrifice and attack him 
simultaneously. (Refer: Valmiki's Ramayana, Lanka Kand, Canto 85, verse nos. 14- 
153 

We shall soon read in the verses that follow herein below that in order to 
honour Brahma's words, Lord Ram would send Laxman along with others to disrupt 
the fire sacrifice that Meghanad was performing to gain victory in the war, and in the 
ensuing scuffle he was killed by Laxman. It ought to be noted here that Laxman 
hadn't slept or eaten properly for the entire fourteen years he stayed with Lord Ram in 
the forest—and so he fitted in perfectly to be the one who was eligible to slay 
Meghanad as ordained by Brahma.] 
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qo wuafa ae aft tare Ara AT SS] | 
Tre fart AT Aa ST AMT FM Il OX (R ) Ul 
doha. 


khagapati saba dhari kha'e maya naga barütha. 
maya bigata bha'e saba harase banara jütha. 74 (a). 


The king of birds, i.e. Garud, caught hold of the serpents that were created by Maya 
(delusions) spread by Meghanad, as a result of which Lord Ram appeared to be tied in 
their snare because they had wrapped themselves tightly around his body. Garud 
gobbled up all these serpents, thereby freeing the Lord from their clutches’, 

As soon as this delusion was dispelled and Lord Ram became free once again, 
there was cheer and exhilaration all around as the monkeys and bears rejoiced at this 
positive turn of events. (Doha no. 74-a) 


[Note—'Garud was utterly confounded that Lord Ram, who was deemed to be an 
incarnation of Lord Vishnu, the Lord of the world, could be so easily tied by ordinary 
serpents. Garud wondered how could this be possible, and since it had actually 
happened then surely Lord Ram was not what he is made out to be: Is he an ordinary 
human prince, or is it true that he is actually a manifestation of Lord Vishnu himself 
as the gods and the scriptures affirmed him to be? Garud could not reconcile the two 
opposing pictures, and he was overcome with utter confusion and doubt about Lord 
Ram's true nature and identity. This confusion had been worrying his mind and heart 
so much that he sought clarification to settle the matter once and for all; so he later on 
approached sage Narad who sent him to the creator Brahma, who in turn referred him 
to Lord Shiva because the latter is considered not only as the wisest and the most 
enlightened amongst all the gods but also the one who is specially qualified to answer 
Garud's query regarding Lord Ram's true nature and identity as Lord Shiva 
worshipped Lord Ram and adored him as his chosen deity, using Lord Ram's holy 
name as his preferred Mantra for doing mediation and other spiritual pursuits. 

Lord Shiva decided that it would be better to send Garud to the saintly crow 
named Kaagbhusund for the divine discourse that would remove Garud’s confusion, 
because both of them were birds and so it would be easy for them to converse with 
each other in their own language. {Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, Chaupai 
line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 58—to Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 
64.} 

What followed is the divine discourse given by the crow-saint Kaagbhusund 
for the benefit of Garud, a discourse that came to be known as the famed 
“Kaagbhusund Ramayan”. It is narrated in full in Ram Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, 
from Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 64—to Doha no. 125. Fortunately, 
this Ramayan has been dealt with thoroughly in English by the humble author of this 
current Book the reader is reading now, and is also available on the same websites 
where this current Book is available. | 
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gahi giri padapa upala nakha dha'e kisa risa'i. 
cale tamicara bikalatara garha para carhe para'i. 74 (b). 


Reinvigorated with energy and renewed enthusiasm, the furious monkey and bear 
warriors launched a fresh wave of vicious attack by arming themselves with 
mountainous rocks and boulders, huge trees and anything else they could lay their 
hands upon. 

The ferocity of the retaliatory attack by Lord Ram's army was so intense that 
the demon warriors fled in panic, rushing back into the fort of Lanka (as fast as they 
could, to escape being slaughtered). (Doha no. 74-b) 


"dio. Tete & Wer smit | trate fereüfen emer sift APT u g u 
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caupa’. 


meghanada kai muracha jagi. pitahi biloki laja ati lagi. 1. 
turata gaya'u giribara kandara. karaum ajaya makha asa mana dhara. 2. 


Meanwhile, when Meghanad recovered from his fainting spell, and when he saw his 
father Ravana he felt very ashamed at himself’. (1) 


He immediately went into a mountain cave, telling himself determinedly that he 
would perform a fire sacrifice that would make him virtually invincible in the war. (2) 


[Note—'Meghanad had excessively boasted earlier about his stellar martial skills, 
assuring his father Ravana that he would avenge the killing of his uncle 
Kumbhakaran—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 6-8 that 
precede Doha no. 72. Now, what face did he have to show his father? Instead of 
coming home proudly as a victor, he had been dumped unconscious, like a sac, at his 
father’s foot, lying prostrate on the ground like a battered and defeated warrior. So 
where was his boast and bluster now? ] 
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iham bibhisana mantra bicara. sunahu natha bala atula udara. 3. 
meghanada makha kara'i apavana. khala mayavi deva satavana. 4. 
jaum prabhu sid'dha ho'i so pa'ihi. natha begi puni jiti na ja'ihi. 5. 


Here, in Lord Ram's camp, Vibhishan thought to himself that it would be wise to tell 
the Lord about this development’. So he approached the Lord and said, ‘Listen my 
Lord of immense strength and magnanimity. (3) 
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The evil Meghanad, who employs deceit and vile methods to accomplish his goal, and 
who is a known tormentor of gods, is performing a fire sacrifice with malefic 
intentions. (4) 


Oh Lord, should he be able to complete it successfully then it would be impossible to 
defeat him.’ (5) 


[Note—'Surely this shows that there were spies in Lanka who had kept Vibhishan 
abreast of the developments inside the fort. These demons were the ones who were 
disillusioned with Ravana and had a secret desire to overthrow him. They had sided 
with Vibhishan in the hope that when the tide of war turns against Ravana and he is 
trounce, it is certain that Vibhishan would be the next king of Lanka, and if they 
joined him now, albeit quietly, then they would be rewarded in due course. Truly this 
behaviour is treason and betrayal, but it is what actually happens everywhere during a 
war. | 


am wate aree Ge AMT | att iaa aft AMT Ut & UI 
SAT GT Vg AT Us atg aia Va AT TS UN II 
qe chor ang sitet cha ase at uu sme Fret c t 


ANE de sers Sas SS wrt Pere ya ATS SU 
waa gia Raia (pH tee AAS TTI 9o ll 


suni raghupati atisaya sukha mana. bole angadadi kapi nana. 6. 
lachimana sanga jahu saba bha'’l. karahu bidhansa jagya kara ja’. 7. 
tumha lachimana marehu rana ohi. dekhi sabhaya sura dukha ati mohr. 8. 
marehu tehi bala bud'dhi upa't. jehim chijai nisicara sunu bha'. 9. 
jamavanta sugriva bibhisana. sena sameta rahehu tini'u jana. 10. 


When Lord Raghupati (Lord Ram) heard this, he felt very glad'. He summoned 
Angad and other monkeys [6] and instructed them, ‘Oh brothers (bhā'! All of you 
go along with Laxman’ and destroy his (Meghanad's) fire sacrifice [7]. (6-7) 


You Laxman, listen to me. You must slay this demon in the battle. I feel hurt when I 
observe that the gods are terrified of him. (8) 


So, employ whatever tactic you deem fit according to the situation on the ground, and 
use your martial skills, strength and wisdom to somehow get rid of him so that the 
demons are demoralized and emotionally defeated". (9) 


Jamvant, Sugriv and Vibhishan—you three stay back with the rest of the army.” (1) 


[Note—' Why did Lord Ram feel glad when Vibhishan told him about Meghanad 
performing a fire sacrifice? Well, it was a proof that Vibhishan was loyal to him, and 
it also proved him correct when he had taken a decision to welcome Vibhishan inspite 
of stiff opposition and strong reservations expressed against it by all the monkey 
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advisors at the time when Vibhishan had come to seek Lord Ram’s refuse after being 
kicked out by Ravana—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 4 
that precedes Doha no. 43—to Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 45. 


*By calling the monkey warriors “brothers”, Lord Ram instantly established a close 
rapport and an emotional connect with them. They all felt that Lord Ram was not 
someone who was an outsider for whom they were fighting a war that did not concern 
them directly, but that the Lord was very dear to them all and they were fighting for 
someone who was like a family member for the monkey race. By this single word 
"brother", the wise Lord Ram had endeared the rank and file of the whole army so 
much that the monkey and bear warriors were ready to die for him. 


*Why did Lord Ram select Laxman to lead this campaign? We have read earlier that 
Meghanad had defeated Laxman during their first encounter when Laxman had been 
gravely wounded and fell down unconscious—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka 
Kand, Chaupai line nos. 6-8 that precede Doha no. 54. 

Lord Ram wanted to give Laxman a chance to redeem his self-esteem and 
reputation by slaying Meghanad to avenge his defeat earlier. 


“With Kumbhakran already dead, Meghanad’s death would completely demoralize the 
demon army as well as their king Ravana, and this would weaken their resolve to 
continue with the war; and even if they decided not to turn back at this late stage then 
at least they would be fighting half-heartedly. This would ensure victory for the 
Lord’s army which was now in a great fighting spirit. 


>So, who went with Laxman to fight with Meghanad? This answer is given in Doha 
no. 74 herein below. Laxman was accompanied by Angad, Neela, Nala, Mayand, 
Nala, and the valiant warrior Hanuman. They were close friends and stood together in 
thick and thin. They led the assault from the front; they were commanders and leading 
warriors of troops under their supervision. On the other hand, Sugriv, who was the 
king of the monkeys, Jamvant, who was the chief of the bears, and Vibhishan, who 
was a royal member of the demon race and a brother of Ravana, and had come to seek 
refuge with the Lord, were senior advisors of the Lord and top generals of his army. | 
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jaba raghubira dinhi anusasana. kati nisanga kasi saji sarasana. 11. 

prabhu pratapa ura dhari ranadhira. bolé ghana iva gira gamibhira. 12. 
jaum tehi aju badhém binu avaum. tau raghupati sevaka na kahavaum. 13. 
jaur sata sankara karahirn saha'i. tadapi hata'umi raghubira dōhā'. 14. 


When Lord Raghubir (Lord Ram, the brave warrior in the family of king Raghu) had 
issued these instructions, Laxman prepared to leave; he tied his quiver properly to his 
waist and stringed his bow as he got ready to depart. (11) 
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Invoking the glory and the majesty of Lord Ram in his heart, Laxman said with a 
stern and deep voice that resonated like thunder [12], ‘If I come back without slaying 
him (Meghanad), then I shall forfeit the right to be called a sincere servant of Lord 
Ram [13]. (12-13) 


Verily I make a vow that even if thousands of Shivas (who is deemed to be the god of 
death and war as he is responsible for bringing life to an end in this creation) come 
out to help him (Meghanad) and obstruct his demise, I say on oath by invoking the 
name of my revered Lord Ram (Raghubir) that I would still slay him, no matter what 
happens.” (14) 


[Note—'For Laxman no one in this world mattered more than Lord Ram and his 
honour; if a situation arose where he had to make a choice between Lord Ram and 
anyone else, his choice will surely and certainly be in the favour of Lord Ram, even if 
it meant to turn the world upside down. This decision of Laxman to stand by Lord 
Ram at all costs is clear earlier also when he had sternly and fearlessly taken sage 
Parashuram to task for attempting to brow-beat and threaten the Lord when he had 
broken the bow of Lord Shiva during the marriage ceremony of Sita—apropos: Ram 
Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 268—to Chaupai 
line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 281. 

A similar approach of Laxman is seen when the news arrived that Bharat, their 
brother, is coming to the forest with a huge army to meet Lord Ram. Though Bharat’s 
intention was absolutely above board as he wished to persuade the Lord to come back 
to Ayodhya, but the news that a huge army was accompanying Bharat gave the wrong 
impression that he is coming to fight the Lord and defeat him to ensure that he can 
ascend the throne of the kingdom and there is no one to claim it later on. At that time 
too, Laxman had threatened to kill Bharat if he dared raise his head against Lord 
Ram—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes 
Doha no. 227—to Doha no. 230. 

The use of the term ‘thousands of Shivas’ is a figure of speech that simply 
means that even if multitudes of forces of multiple strengths join hands to protect 
Maghanad, still Laxman would defeat them. ] 


dio. qu ae as fee aes Ata sridi 
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raghupati carana na'i siru cale'u turanta ananta. 
angada nila mayanda nala sanga subhata hanumanta. 75. 


* Anant (another name of Laxman, signifying that he was eternal in his primary form 
as Lord Seshnath, the thousand hooded celestial serpent who supports the world on 
his hoods) bowed his head reverentially before Lord Raghupati (Lord Ram)! and set 
out to accomplish his assigned mission (to eliminate Meghanad). 

He was accompanied by Angad, Neela, Mayand, Nala, and Hanuman who had 
exceptional skills and was a valiant warrior (and they too followed Laxman’s example 
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by first bowing their heads before Lord Ram before starting on their mission). (Doha 
no. 75) 


{*This Doha can also be read as follows: “Anant (Laxman), Angad, Neela, Mayand, 
Nala, along with the skilled and valiant (sanga subhata) Hanuman, bowed their 
heads before Lord Ram to pay their respects to him and seek his blessings as they 
started on their mission (of eliminating Meghanad as instructed by the Lord_.”} 


[Note—'When Laxman had gone to face Meghanad on the first occasion, he hadn’t 
paid his obeisance to Lord Ram by bowing his head before the latter, as a result of 
which he had to suffer an ignominious defeat at the hands of Meghanad who 
successfully shot him down, making him faint and fall unconscious in the battle- 
field—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, (i) Doha no. 52, and (ii) Chaupai 
line nos. 7-8 that precede Doha no. 54. 

Even others who accompanied him at that time neglected this etiquette, and so 
they too suffered a humiliating defeat during the duel with Meghanad. 

So, having learnt a bitter lesson, Laxman and his companions did not forget to 
pay their respects to Lord Ram by bowing before him to seek his blessings at the time 
they started on their mission to tackle Meghanad. The result was they succeeded in 
their mission this time; they easily managed to overcome and slay Meghanad. 

If we examine the proceedings of the war carefully we will find that on every 
occasion when the monkey and bear warriors missed paying their due respects to Lord 
Ram before an assault on the enemy forces, they were forced to retreat and suffer 
greatly. Let’s see such instances now. 

During the first day of the war, the monkeys and bears went to the battle-field 
after bowing before Lord Ram, and thus they became victorious—apropos: Ram 
Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 39; Chaupai 
line no. 3 that precedes Doha no. 42; Chaupai line nos. 7-8 that precedes Doha no. 43; 
Doha no. 44; and Doha no. 47. 

On the second day, however, they did not follow this protocol, and hence had 
to suffer defeat and battering at the hands of Meghanad—apropos: Ram Charit 
Manas, Lanka Kand, Doha no. 50 along with Chaupai line nos. 5-8 that precede it. 

A similar situation prevailed on the third day of the war too—apropos: Ram 
Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes Doha no. 65; Doha no. 
64; Chaupai line nos. 1-8 that precede Doha no. 67. 

On the fourth day also the monkey troops committed the same error of not 
paying their respects to Lord Ram before commencement of the day’s battle, and thus 
suffered heavily—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 9-11 
that precede Doha no. 72; Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes Doha no. 74. 

That was enough for them, and so they took special caution to bow their heads 
before Lord Ram on the fifth day of the war when they went out to deal with 
Meghanad.] 
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When the Kapis (the monkeys; named in Doha no. 75 herein above) went to the site 
(where Meghanad was performing his fire sacrifice to make him invincible and 
conquer his enemy), they found him offering blood and sacrificing live buffalos as 
offerings to the fire’. (1) 


The Kapis destroyed his evil sacrifice’, but when they observed that inspite of this 
grave provocation he remained unmoved and continued with his rituals, they began to 
praise him’. (2) 


[Note—'Since only the Kapis went to the actual spot of Meghanad’s fire sacrifice, it 
clearly means that Laxman stood outside the cave where it was being performed, in 
order to guard the cave’s mouth to make sure that Meghanad did escape from there, 
and also that no demon is allowed to go in to his aid from the outside. 

How did the Kapis and Laxman go to know about the exact location of this 
secret fire sacrifice? Well, it was disclosed by Vibhishan himself (Chaupai line nos. 3- 
4 that precede Doha no. 75), because he was Ravana’s brother and privy to all the 
secrets of Lanka. 

This site was well protected and known only to a selected few. It is written in 
Anand Ramayan, Sarkand, Canto 131, verse nos. 181-184 that this place was near a 
great Banyan tree and was guarded by a plethora of formidable obstacles, such as 
poisonous snakes, huge and strong elephants, raging fire, fierce wind, and deep 
trenches filled with water. Laxman destroyed them by employing the following 
counter measures: he destroyed the serpents by using the Garud weapon; the elephants 
by using Parvat weapon, i.e. a weapon that turned into a huge mountain and crushed 
the enemy upon whom it falls; the Water weapon which doused the raging fire; by 
Storm was neutralized by asking Hanuman, the son of the wind god, to inhale it; and 
the Vayabyastra, the explosive fire weapon, the heat of which dried up the water filled 
trenches. 

However, Adhyatma Ramayan, Lanka/Yudha Kand, Canto 9, verse nos. 13-14 
says that a huge army was guarding Meghanad’s fire sacrifice, and so Vibhishan told 
Laxman to destroy it. This means two things—viz. (i) Vibhishan had accompanied 
them to help them conquer Meghnad, and (ii) that a huge army of demons had been 
guarding the fire sacrifice, making it necessary for Laxman to engage them in a battle 
while the Kapis went inside to destroy the fire sacrifice itself and engage Meghanad in 
a duel. 

A similar idea is expressed in Valmiki’s Ramayan, Lanka Kand, Canto 86, 
verse no. 14. 


^A question may be asked, and an objection may be raised: ‘Destroying an ongoing 
fire sacrifice is an offense; it is a sinful act. So why did the Lord’s messengers do it; 
why did they commit an offense by destroying a fire sacrifice of Meghanad?’ 

Well, the answer is this: The Lord’s messengers wanted to teach the demons a 
lesson by giving them the same treatment that they had been meting out to the sages, 
seers and hermits whose fire sacrifices they had been destroying for a long time; the 
Lord’s messengers wished to administer the demons the same medicine that they had 
been using to subdue and torment others. 
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Secondly, the fire sacrifice that Meghanad was doing was an evil form of the 
ritual as he was using blood and live buffaloes as offerings, which in effect meant that 
the ‘Fire God’, who is the patron deity of the sacred fire of the fire sacrifice as well as 
a representative of the holy fire element, was actually being defiled and insulted, 
instead of being worshipped and honoured, an act which itself was very sinful and 
unpardonable, and therefore punishable. Hence, there was nothing wrong in stopping 
this evil and sinful form of fire sacrifice. 


And why did the Kapis praise Meghanad? They appreciated his determination and 
resilience; they appreciated that inspite of the ruckus created by them Meghanad 
continued to remain calm; he continued to meditate and remain focused on his 
objective, something which is rare and difficult to practice under the situation 
prevailing at that time.] 
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When Meghanad did not rise up from his seat inspite of this grave provocation, the 
Kapis went to him, caught hold of his hairs and pulled them hard, after which they 
kicked him viciously and ran away. [Obviously, this was too much an insult for 
Meghanad to bear, so at last he lost is cool.] (3) 


He (Meghanad) grabbed his fierce Trident and rushed wrathfully at the Kapis, who 
ran as fast as they could to come out of the cave, where Laxman was waiting for 
them’. (4) 


[Note—'Had the great Kapis, such as Angad, Hanuman, Nala, Neela and Mayand 
wanted, they could have trashed Meghanad to death inside the cave itself; they 
wouldn’t have allowed him to grab his Trident. But that would have undermined 
Laxman’s glory and honour; it would be tantamount to subordination Lord Ram's 
brother and dent his reputation, because history will recall that Laxman could never 
defeat Meghanad in a direct battle, for during the first encounter he had fell down 
unconscious when attacked by Meghanad, and on the second occasion he had 
preferred to stand outside the cave and send the Kapis to slay his adversary inside it, 
perhaps because he was scared to face Meghanad directly. 

So therefore, the Kapis chose not to kill Meghanad themselves, but force him 
to pursue them and come to the place where Laxman was waiting for them, outside 
the mouth of the cave. This would give Laxman an opportunity to avenge his earlier 
defeat at the hands of Meghanad by killing him now. ] 
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ava parama krodha kara mara. garja ghora rava barahim bara. 5. 
kopi marutasuta angada dha'e. hati trisula ura dharani gira'e. 6. 


He (Meghanad) was overwhelmed with excess of anger, and rushed forward roaring 
repeatedly and terrifyingly like the sound of thunder with which the doomsday clouds 
roar in the sky. (5) 


When Hanuman (the son of the wind god—‘marutasuta”) and Angad saw him 
pursuing them, they turned back and rushed to intercept him. But Meghanad struck 
the two warriors so ferociously with his formidable Trident that they fell down on the 
ground, unable to cope with the force of the strike. (6) 
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Then he (Meghanad) threw his formidable Trident with great force at the Lord 
(Laxman), but Lord Anant (i.e. Laxman, because he is a manifestation of ‘Anant’, the 
celestial Serpent known as Seshnath who is believed to be eternal) shot his arrow and 
broke that Trident into two midway’. (7) 


Meanwhile, Maruti (Hanuman) and Jubraj (the prince of the monkeys, i.e. Angad) 
recovered from their shock, and furiously began their retaliatory attack on Meghanad, 
but mysteriously he was not injured, at least not gravely and in a visible manner’. (8) 


[Note—'Imagine the speed with which Laxman reacted. Everything was over in a 
span of a few milliseconds as Meghanad’s Trident fell down like a broken tree 
branch. 


*Meghanad was made of an exceptionally stern stuff; he was a war-veteran, had a 
colossal, robust and muscular body, and he was the fiercest of all the demon warriors, 
inheriting the genes of his great warrior father Ravana. 

Remember: Meghanad had held the Trident in his hand as he struck Hanuman 
and Angad violently in quick succession, after which he threw it with all his might at 
Laxman. The blow was so hard that it had made Hanuman and Angad fall down on 
the ground, which in itself was no mean achievement as they were equally valiant and 
strong as Meghanad. Nevertheless, the two victims of Meghanad’s wrath had suffered 
immensely by the fierceness of the blow of the Trident, which had sapped their 
energy and made them swoon and lose their balance. So, though they recovered from 
the blow to some extent and stood up to challenge their enemy, yet this recovery was 
only partial as they could not fully muster the strength to strike back at their enemy 
sufficiently hard and with the same ferocity with which they had hit him during the 
disruption of his fire sacrifice, for it was not practical that they could collect the extent 
of the energy and dynamism which they initially possessed at the beginning of the 
duel, at such short notice, after being pummeled by Meghanad. 
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The result was that their strike had no visible effect on Meghanad; the thick- 
skinned, strong and powerful demon prince simply felt like an elephant who has been 
hit by a stick; he simply neglected it. ] 
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When the two warriors (Hanuman and Angad) realized that their enemy could not be 
subdued by any means they employed, they (wisely) decided to turn back (and join 
Laxman). But as soon as Meghanad saw them returning, he thought that they were 
retreating out of fear; so he lunged forward vehemently, with renewed vigour, and 
yelling ferociously. (9) 


At that time, Meghanad appeared to be like a personified form of an angry ‘Kaal’, the 
god of death and destruction, who seemed bent on wreaking vengeance upon his 
enemy. 

When Laxman observed that Meghanad was coming towards him with such an 
excessive ferocity, he himself became exceedingly angry (as he remembered the 
earlier episode when he was gravely wounded by Meghanad during their first 
encounter). Hence, Laxman wasted no time in shooting powerful arrows at 
Meghanad. (10) 


That wicked fellow (1.e. Meghanad) vanished from sight as soon as he saw the fierce 
arrows, which were glowing like a raging fire, coming to strike him down. (11) 


He started playing his usual tricks that caused delusions, by assuming various 
illusionary forms and striking at the enemy in different ways, appearing near for one 
moment and then disappearing and reappearing at a distance at the next moment, 
creating utter confusion and consternation amongst the monkeys and bears, and trying 
his best to frustrate Laxman. (12) 
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dekhi ajaya ripu darape kisa. parama krud'dha taba bhaya'u ahisa. 13. 
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chara bana majha ura laga. marati bara kapatu saba tyaga. 16. 


Observing that the enemy (Meghanad) appeared to be invincible, Laxman, a 
manifestation of the celestial Serpent (ahisa), became wrathful and ferocious like his 
primary form’. (13) 


Laxman decided in his mind that he has had enough of this sinful creature, and so it 
was high time to bring this drama to an end. (14) 


[So, what did Laxman do in the final act?] Laxman remembered the glory and majesty 
of Lord Ram (i.e. he invoked the divinity of the Lord and sought his blessings and 
permission for what he was about to do), and then, full of vengeance, he mounted his 
arrow on his bow, and took a careful aim at the enemy. (15) 


Finally, Laxman shot that formidable arrow straight at Meghanad, and it slammed into 
the latter’s chest, piercing it in the middle. At the time of his death, he (Meghanad) 
abandoned all deceits, falsehoods and pretensions”. 

[To wit, the whole array of illusionary but fearful forms, as well as the many 
magical tricks that Meghanad had been employing while alive, immediately vanished 
as soon as he died.] (16) 


[Note—'It means that Laxman began hissing with clenched teeth and breathing fire 
through his nostrils like an angry mythological dragon that spews fire and brimstone 
upon the world to destroy it when it gets annoyed. 

Laxman was a manifestation of Lord Seshnath, the celestial serpent who has a 
thousand hoods, and holds the world aloft on them like it were merely a speck of 
sand—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, (i) Ayodhya Kand, Chanda line nos. 3-4 that 
precede Doha no. 126; and (i1) Lanka Kand, Chanda line nos. 3-4 that precede Doha 
no. 83 which explicitly endorse these two points. 


^Meghanad knew very well, like his own father Ravana and his uncle Kumbhakaran 
did, that both Lord Ram and Laxman were no ordinary human princes but 
manifestations of Lord Vishnu and Lord Seshnath respectively. So why then did he 
fight them as if they were his mortal enemies? It was because he was merely obeying 
his father Ravana’s orders, and he was doing it as an obedient son and a faithful 
member of the demon race was expected to do, for it was his moral duty to remain 
loyal and faithful and committed to his own family and race. 

Lord Ram is an impartial and compassionate Lord of the world; he has no 
enemy or friend; he simply wishes to uphold the law of Dharma, the law that espouses 
the cause of auspiciousness, righteousness, propriety, probity, good and right conduct, 
and ethics and morality. The demons had violated this law; they were tormenting and 
wreaking havoc upon the creatures of the Lord’s own creation, which was an 
unjustified and unpardonable act which needed to be stopped, and the perpetrator 
brought to justice. That is why Lord Vishnu was compelled to come down as Lord 
Ram and get rid of these demons; he had no personal grudge against them. 

So, though it looked that these demons were killed in the war and must have 
surely gone to hell because of the horrendous sins they had been committing, but the 
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fact is that all of them found deliverance for their souls—this is explicitly stated in 
Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, (i) Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 114; 
and (ii) Chaupai line nos. 1-5 that precede Doha no. 45; and (iii) Aranya Kand, Doha 
no. 20-a. 


How do we know that Meghanad had attained deliverance at the time of his death? 
The answer is found in the Doha that follows herein below. | 
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At the time of death, Meghanad had the names of the Laxman (ramanuja) and Lord 
Ram on his lips as he asked, ‘Where is the younger brother of Ram? Where is Lord 
Ram himself?’ 

When Angad and Hanuman heard these utterances, they felt glad in their 
hearts and praised Meghanad, saying, ‘Indeed, your mother is very fortunate and 
blessed (to have a son like you)!” (Doha no. 76) 


[Note—'Why did Angad and Hanuman praise Meghanad’s mother (Mandodari)? 
They were astonished that Meghanad would remember Lord Ram and utter his holy 
and divine name twice, once by remembering Laxman as the younger brother of 
‘Ram’ (rama + nuja), and then by remembering ‘Lord Ram’ himself directly 
(ramu). This ensured that Meghanad would surely find deliverance for his soul, and 
attain emancipation and salvation for himself. 

Everyone believed him to be a sinful and evil demon, but if that truly had been 
the case then Meghanad wouldn’t have uttered the Lord’s name “Ram” which is holy 
and divine, and is a provider of liberation, deliverance, emancipation and salvation, as 
well as eternal bliss and beatitude to the soul of a creature. Any creature who 
remembers the Lord and invokes his holy name at the time of death is rest assured to 
attain deliverance and eternal peace for his soul. 

So this is why Angad and Hanuman praised Meghanad’s mother for having 
given birth to a son who attained an exalted destiny for his soul at the time of his 
death, who died such a glorious death by fighting like a valiant warrior on the one 
hand, and on the other hand attaining an exalted destiny for his soul by invoking the 
holy name of Lord Ram. This was a rare honour for Meghanad that he was so much 
praised by Lord Ram’s two trusted aides who were also great devotees of the Lord. 

We will note in this context that Marich had died in a similar way—he first 
uttered the name of Laxman and then Lord Ram, and as a result attained instant 
deliverance—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 15-17 that 
precede Doha no. 27. 

There is another interesting point here: Angad and Hanuman had praised the 
‘mother’ of Meghanad, instead of his father. It is because his mother, Mandodari, was 
a pious lady who had herself tried to persuade her husband, Ravana, repeatedly to 
abandon his hostility with Lord Ram, telling him that the Lord was not an ordinary 
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human being but the Supreme Being himself in his form—apropos: Ram Charit 
Manas, Lanka Kand, (1) Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 6—to Doha no. 7; 
(ii) Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 14—to Doha no. 15; (iii) Doha no. 35-b 
—to Doha no. 37.] 
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Hanuman lifted Meghanad's body effortlessly, went to the main gate of the fort of 
Lanka and placed it there’, and then returned (to where Laxman waited). (1) 


When the Gods and the Gandharvas (junior gods; said to be musicians and skilled 
decorators in heaven) heard of Meghanad's demise, all of them mounted their aerial 
vehicles and assembled in the sky?. (2) 


They celebrated the occasion by showering flowers from the sky, sounding their 
kettle-drums, and singing the stellar glories of Lord Ram. (3) 


[Note—'We will not fail to observe that amongst all the monkeys and bears in the 
army of Lord Ram, it was Hanuman who had a singularly powerful body that was 
exceptionally strong, muscular and well-built. It was Hanuman who had lifted 
Laxman when he was wounded by Meghanad during their first encounter and lay 
unconscious on the ground, and brought him to Lord Ram*, and it was also Hanuman 
who had lifted the entire mountain when he could not find the correct herb needed to 
revive Laxman, and carried it aloft in his hands as he cruised through the sky at 
tremendous speed from the northern Himalayas right up to Lanka. 

{* Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes 
Doha no. 54—to Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 55. 

#Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 7-8 that precede 
Doha no. 58.} 

Lifting Meghanad is the third instance of the proof of his exceptional bodily 
strength. Remember: There were other warriors present there—viz. Angad, Nala, 
Neela and Mayand for example, but no one could lift this mighty weight and carry it 
all the way to the gates of Lanka. Remember also that it was not simply the matter of 
carrying a heavy weight from one point to another, for it was a battle-field and a 
ferocious war was underway; the enemy, the demons, had become excessively 
aggressive and vehement and smitten by this setback, and so therefore taking 
Meghanad's dead body from the ground where the battle raged to the gates of Lanka 
through the thick wall of ferocious and blood-thirst demon warriors was like walking 
through a mine field. This fact would also highlight Hanuman's valiance, courage, 
self-confidence, and daring. 
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Hanuman had some personal grudge against Meghanad and a score to settle 
with him and his father Ravana. We have read earlier that it was Meghanad who had 
captured Hanuman and brought him tied as a prisoner to the court of Ravana during 
the episode where Hanuman had gone to Lanka in search of Sita, and after meeting 
her he had been eating fruits and ruining the garden there, at which Ravana had sent 
his son Akshaya Kumar to tackle this unexpected marauder, but Hanuman killed him, 
after which Meghanad was dispatched by Ravana to bring Hanuman to the court. 
Meghanad had shot Hanuman down by a powerful weapon, tied him up, paraded him 
through the streets of Lanka like a trophy of war, and finally brought him as a 
conquered warrior to Ravana’s court. This was a grave insult for Hanuman who had 
never ever been subjected to such humiliation in his life. So he was waiting for an 
opportunity to square up the account; now he got it, and decided to dump his 
insulter’s dead body at the gate of Lanka to tell Ravana "take this gift from me!” 


“Where were these gods and gandharvas earlier? They had hidden somewhere when 
the battle between Laxman and Meghanad was raging, for they had a mortal fear of 
Meghanad because the latter had the ability to change forms and fight even from the 
sky—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 11-2 that precede 
Doha no. 76; Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes Doha no. 51; Chaupai line no. 1 that 
precedes Doha no. 52; Doha no. 72. 

Long ago when Indra had captured Ravana, it was Meghanad who went to 
attack heaven where he defeated the gods after which he not only got his father freed 
but had also brought Indra as a captive to Lanka; at that time Brahma, the creator, had 
intervened and somehow managed to get Indra released from captivity. So the gods 
feared Meghanad more than anyone else. (Refer: Anand Ramayan, Sarkand, Canto 
13, verse nos. 77-81; and Adhyatma Ramayan, Lanka/Yudha Kand, Canto 2, verse 
nos. 50-54. 

Hence, when the gods saw Meghanad's furious form while battling Laxman, 
they became scared out of their wits, and ran away.] 
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The Gods and the Gandharvas praised Laxman and applauded his victory over 
Meghanad by saying in unison: *Glory to Lord Anant; Glory to the Lord who is a 
support of the universe’.Oh Lord, you have provided succour and relief to all the 
gods, and have settled the cause of great fear (of Meghanad) that had been tormenting 
them for so long.’ (4) 


After paying their homage to Laxman, the assembled Gods and the Siddhas (mystics; 
holy spirits)? went their way, and then he, Laxman, came to Lord Ram who is an 
ocean of mercy, compassion and kindness (krpasindhu)’. (5) 


[Note—'An exactly similar idea is expressed in Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, 
Doha no. 54, and Baal Kand, Doha no. 197 regarding Laxman. He was a 
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manifestation of Lord Seshnath, the celestial thousand-hooded Serpent who holds the 
world on his hoods. 


“In verse no. 2 herein above we have read that “gods and gandharvas” had come, and 
now in addition to them we have the *siddhas". 


*It seems incongruous to call Lord Ram ‘merciful, compassionate and kind’ especially 
when he was engaged in a war where countless demons were being killed every day. 
But the truth is that every one of these demons had been granted deliverance of their 
souls; they were all provided liberation, emancipation and salvation by Lord Ram. 
There are ample proofs in Ram Charit Manas about this assertion—viz. Lanka Kand, 
Chaupai line nos. 7, 9-10 that precede Doha no. 114; and Chaupai line nos. 1-5 that 
precede Doha no. 45.] 
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When the ten-headed Ravana heard of his son's death, he fell down unconscious on 
the ground at that instant. (6) 


Mandodar (Meghanad's mother) cried uncontrollably, feeling excess of grief, and 
loudly lamented for her dear son by beating her chest. (7) 


The citizens of Lanka mourned for Meghanad; they were all agitated and worried, and 
put the blame squarely on Ravana, unanimously saying that he was very mean, dumb- 
witted, evil and wicked (p6ca)'. (8) 


[Note— What did the citizens of Lanka mean, and why were they so angry with 
Ravana? They accused Ravana of cowardice and meanness and lack of wisdom, for 
he had first sent his brother Kumbhakaran and then his son Meghanad to face the 
wrath of the enemy and die instead of leading his army himself from the front like a 
true warrior king is expected to do; then he had not listened to his wife Mandodari and 
his brother Vibhishan as well as the aged demon named Malyawan and his trusted spy 
named Suka when they had all tried to persuade him to abandon hostility with Lord 
Ram and make peace with him by returning Sita. He had seen the death of his other 
son Akshay Kumar when he was killed by Hanuman earlier, but still he was so 
haughty and mad with arrogance and ego that he did not read the writing on the wall. 
The demon citizens of Lanka felt that certainly Ravana would lead to the complete 
destruction of the demon race.] 


Slo. wer cach fafafa fate ayes wer ANT | 
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TET BT We Ta Vag uad fsrenfs i 9 it 
doha. 


taba dasakantha bibidhi bidhi samujha'ir saba nari. 
nasvara rüpa jagata saba dekhahu hrdayam bicari. 77. 


When he recovered his senses, the ten-necked Ravana assumed the role of a 
philosopher and condoled the grieving ladies of the household, saying to them, ‘Have 
courage and peace in your heart and mind with the thought that this world is mortal, 
and all who are born here must die one day. [To wit, though it is a sorrowful day for 
all of us as we have lost our dear son Meghanad, but remember everyone must die one 
day, so have heart and take courage. It is a part of life and the law of Nature; death is 
inevitable for every living being. So therefore, do not grieve.]'*’ (Doha no. 77) 


[Note— Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 5-8 that 
precede Doha no. 150 where we read that Sumantra, king Dasrath's chief minister, 
has tried to pacify an agitated Dasrath who was gravely lamenting for Lord Ram, 
Laxman and Sita after they had left Ayodhya for the forest. Ravana's words and 
philosophical teaching is exactly the same as Sumantra's. 


*This marked the end of the 5" day of the Great War.] 


"dio. Refs UT SUQHT Wert 1 SIA He HAT YM UAT 9 Ul 
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caupat. 


tinhahi gyana upadesa ravana. apuna manda katha subha pavana. 1. 
para upadesa kusala bahutere. je acarahim te nara na ghanere. 2. 


Ironically, Ravana was teaching spiritual philosophy and citing pious thoughts to 
preach others but remained deaf to them himself. (1) 


Indeed there are many in this world who would preach great and holy things to others, 
but they themselves practice none of what they espouse! (2) 


[Note—Meghanad had fought for two consecutive days. On the first day of his battle, 
which was the 4" day from the commencement of the actual war, he fought a pitched 
battle with Lord Ram and managed to tie the Lord in a magical snare consisting of 
serpents, but he fell down unconscious when Jamvant, the old bear chief, retaliated 
viciously and knocked him down. When Meghanad regained his senses however after 
some time, he performed a fire sacrifice during the night which would have granted 
him victory in the war if completed successfully, but unfortunately for him it was 
disrupted due to the intervention of Laxman. In the ferocious battle of the following 
day, which was the 5" day of the war, he was killed while battling Laxman. 

A thick pall of gloom and hopelessness descended on Lanka. Ravana felt 
completely heartbroken and utterly despondent; the ladies of his royal household 
wailed and grieved inconsolably. The demon citizens cursed their king Ravana 
vehemently and angrily accused him for the calamity and the ruin that had suddenly 
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befallen on the otherwise prosperous kingdom of Lanka just because of Ravana’s 
senseless actions, his recklessness, his stubborn, egoist and arrogant nature. 

But by this time little choice was left for anyone—with his son Meghanad and 
Akshay Kumar as well as his brother Kumbhakaran dead, Ravana had become very 
desperate and excessively revengeful; he had lost all restraint by now and was 
determined to take this war to its final conclusion; victory and defeat mattered not to 
him any longer, for now he was burning with a raging urge to take revenge. 

Hence, by this time it had become clear to all the demons that they can’t 
escape from being sucked into, voluntarily or involuntarily, and devoured by this 
whirlpool of self-destruction. Any reluctance to join Ravana in the war meant certain 
death at his hands, and participating in the war also meant certain death: so there was 
no choice before anyone. So the demon warriors made a community decision to die a 
noble death like a brave warrior fighting the enemy in the battle-field instead of 
hiding and inviting a lifelong ignominy of committing treachery, treason and 
disloyalty to their king, of being a traitor, a coward and a turn-coat. Such a life would 
be a dark blot on their present family, as well as on the generations that would come 
in the future. So therefore it is better to die a noble death as a brave and valiant 
warrior, rather than live a life of ignominy and shame. ] 
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Section 17.2: Adhyatma Ramayan 


Adhyatma Ramayan, Lanka/Yudha Kand, Canto 8, verse nos. 53-68; 
Canto 9, verse nos. 1-58. 


Now we shall take a brief pause here, and before progressing further with our 
narrative we shall quickly recapitulate Meghanad’s episode as it is described in sage 
Veda Vyas’s classic ‘Adhyatma Ramayan’. This way we create a fusion of different 
classics that adds colour and diversity to this extraordinary “Story of Ravana and the 
Epic War of Lanka", a tool that we have been employing throughout our narration in 
this Book. 

In Adhyatma Ramayan, Meghanad's episode is narrated in Lanka/Yudha 
Kand, Canto 8, verse nos. 53-68; Canto 9, verse nos. 1-58. 

So here we go: 
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bhrataram nihatam $rutva kumbhakarnam mahabalam | 
ravanah Sokasantapto ramenaklistakarmana ıı 531 
mürcchitah patito bhümavutthaya vilalapa ha | 
pitrvyam nihatam $rutva pitaram cativihvalam ıı 541 
indrajitpraha Sokartam tyaja Sokam mahamate | 

mayi jivati rajendra meghanade mahabale. 55. 


duhkhasvavasarah kutra devantaka mahamate. 
vyetu te duhkhamakhilam svastho bhava mahipate 11 5611 


53-56. Hearing that his brother, the most valiant and brave Kumbhakarn, had died at 
the hands of Lord Sri Ram who does (or is capable of doing) the most daunting and 
difficult of tasks, Ravana became exasperated and overwhelmed with grief and 
sorrows (53). 

He was so shocked that he fainted and fell on the ground. When eventually he 
regained his consciousness, he wailed and mournfully lamented (for his brother). 
Hearing that his uncle was killed and his father was overcome by grief (54), Indrajeet 
(i.e. Meghnad, Ravana’s son) said to his grieving and mourning father, 'Oh my great 
father (mahamate)! Give up regretting and lamenting in this way! Oh king of kings 
(rajendra)! When I, the most valiant and valorous Meghnad, is still alive (55), where 
is the cause for such profound expression of regret, hopelessness, lamentation, worry, 
sorrow, distress, despair and dejection as seems to have overcome you? 

Your majesty (mahamate) is famed as being the ‘terminator of gods’ 
(devantaka)! You are the ‘lord of the earth and a great king’ (mahipate). Give up 
this dejected look and stop lamenting and feeling helpless because it does not behoove 
of you to behave in this way (56). 


ud waipReenter sforente a d f3uor | 
ocd! pA 2rerscaüferear GAANA In NOII 
cieeqr RISD RAGS HIRR: | 
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sarvam samikarisyami hanisyami ca vai ripün | 

gatva nikumbhilam sadyastarpayitva hutasanam i 571 
labdhva rathadikam tasmadajeyo'ham bhavamyareh | 

ityuktva tvaritam gatva nirdistam havanasthalam ıı 581 


57-58. I shall soon set everything in order; I shall surely kill the enemy. Presently, I 
am going to a cave called Nikumbhila. There I shall perform a fire sacrifice to please 
the fire-God (57) and obtain a chariot and other war paraphernalia. This will make me 
invincible for the enemy'. Saying this, Meghanad went to the designated place for 
doing the fire sacrifice! (58). 


[Note—'We can easily see the difference in the versions of Ram Charit Manas and 
Adhyatma Ramayan. In Ram Charit Manas we have read that Meghanad performed 
the fire sacrifice after his battle with Lord Ram when he was gravely wounded by 
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Jamvant, the chief of the bear warriors in the Lord’s army (apropos: Ram Charit 
Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 74—to Chaupai line 
no. 2 that follow this Doha). But here we read that he went to do the fire sacrifice to 
empower himself prior to stepping on the battle-field. 

No mention is made in Adhyatma Ramayan of Meghanad fighting Lord Ram. 
We shall read herein below that he fought directly with Laxman who killed him.] 


WHAICUFAEA 2cbsrotlIorcluot: | 
forpftercierct Ao &aoreitucrapit II 1l 


fausa aera sigo aie | 
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raktamalyambaradharo raktagandhanulepanah | 
nikumbhilasthale mauni havanayopacakrame ii 591 
vibhisano'tha tacchrutva meghanadasya cestitam | 

praha ramaya sakalam homarambham duratmanah ıı 6011 


59-60. At the designated place where the goddess called Nikumbhila! was to be 
worshipped, Meghanad put on a blood-coloured red cloth, wore a similar red-coloured 
garland, and smeared his body with a paste of sandalwood that was kneaded with 
blood. Then he started to perform the fire sacrifice to appease her (1.e. the goddess 
Nikumbhila) (59). 

When Vibhishan came to know about all this (through his spies), he informed 
Lord Sri Ram about the start of the fire sacrifice by the rascal and evil fellow 
(Meghanad) (60). 


[Note—'This goddess was the patron deity of Ravana's family and a goddess of war. 
She is believed to be one of the many forms of goddess Kaali, the goddess that rules 
over death and destruction. She was worshipped with the express objective of gaining 
victory in the battle-field.] 


AAA ApS HAAG gati: | 
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samāpyate ceddhomo'yam meghanadasya durmateh | 
tadajeyo bhavedrama meghanadah surasuraih i 6111 
atah sighram laksmanena ghatayisyami ravanim | 
ajfiapaya maya sardham laksmanam balinam varam | 
hanisyati na sandeho meghanadam tavanujah ıı 6211 
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61-62. Vibhishan said to Lord Ram, 'If the fire sacrifice of this wicked, evil and 
pervert fellow (durmateh--i.e. Meghanad) is completed successfully, without any 
hindrance in its completion, then he cannot be conquered by anyone, neither by the 
Gods nor by the non-Gods; there is no doubt about it' (61). 

Hence, it has become imperative for me to get this son of Ravana (ravanim) 
killed by Laxman as soon as it is possible. Oh Lord; please order Laxman, who is the 
best among the warriors renowned for their bravery and valour (laksmanam balinam 
varam) to accompany me (to the site of the fire sacrifice). There is no doubt that your 
younger brother (Laxman) shall surely kill Meghnad.' (62). 


[Note— Remember: Vibhishan was the younger brother of Ravana, and therefore he 
knew all the secrets of the family. No one else was better placed to know the secret 
rituals that Ravana and his family performed to retain their supremacy over the demon 
race as well as the world in general. Vibhishan was also privy to the secret paths that 
led to such hidden sites where Ravana would go to perform his rituals that would 
grant him the boon of invincibility and victory over his enemy prior to waging the 
numerous wars that always turned in his favour, whether such campaigns were against 
the gods of heaven or the great kings of earth. 

The ingredients used in these rituals, the components of such fire sacrifices, 
had an evil dimension as is obvious by liberal use of blood, or the red colour 
symbolizing blood. Such sacrifices were called *Tamsic'—meaning they were evil 
and sinful both in their implementation as well as in their intention.] 
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Sriramacandra uvaca | 

ahamevagamisyami hantumindrajitam ripum | 

agneyena mahastrena sarvaraksasaghatina ıı 6311 
vibhisano'pi tam praha nasavanyairnihanyate | 

yastu dvadasa varsani nidraharavivarjitah 1 6411 

tenaiva mrtyurnirdisto brahmanasya duratmanah | 
laksmanastu ayodhyaya nirgamyayattvaya saha ıı 6511 
tadadi nidraharadinna janati raghuttama | 

sevartham tava rajendra jnatam sarvamidam maya ıı 6611 


63-66. Lord Sri Ram replied, 'I shall go myself to kill the enemy with the formidable 
weapon called ‘Agneyen’ (the “fire weapon")' (63). 


1698 


Vibhishan objected, saying, "This demon cannot be killed by anyone else 
(except Laxman)—for it has been prophesized that only a person who has forsaken 
any food and sleep for a continuous period of 12 years! (64) would be able to kill him. 
Such a death has been fixed (destined) for this wicked fellow by Brahma, the creator, 
himself. Ever since he (Laxman) had left Ayodhya to accompany you, he has been so 
devoted and focused in serving you in a most diligent way? that he has virtually 
forgotten about eating and sleeping properly himself. [To wit, Laxman had remained 
so preoccupied in serving you and Sita that he had not bothered about his own 
comfort at all.] 

Your majesty, who is the King of kings (rajendra)! I know all these things 
(65-66). 


[Note— Laxman had spent 14 years in forest exile with Lord Ram and Sita, but here 
only 12 years are mentioned. Why so? The difference of 2 years is meant to account 
for the sum total of hours that Laxman had spent in taking a few winks of sleep and 
eating some frugal meal daily to survive during the long time of 14 years. 

Let us calculate the total number of hours that Laxman may have spent in 
taking a few winks of sleep and eating a few morsels of food to survive. 

The calculation is as follows: 2 years x 365 days each year x 24 hours each 
day = a total of 17,520 hours, which was sufficient for his survival. 

Great sages, mystics, ascetics and hermits who engaged in spiritual practices 
such as doing meditation, contemplation, penances and austerities, called doing Yoga, 
Dhyan and Tapa, were accustomed to spending long durations of time without food 
and drink and sleep. 


*We read in Ram Charit Manas that when Laxman had gone to his mother Sumitra to 
seek her permission to go to the forest with Lord Ram and Sita, she had advised her 
son to be very diligent and faithful in his service to the Lord who was like his father, 
and Sita who was like his mother. Laxman proved himself a worthy son and a worthy 
devotee of Lord Ram as he had stood firm in his resolve to carry out the advice of his 
mother by being most diligent in serving Lord Ram and Sita throughout their forest 
sojourn of 14 years. (Ref: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, (1) Chaupai line no. 1 
that precedes Doha no. 74—to Chanda line no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 75; (ii) 
Chaupai line nos. 1-2 that precede Doha no. 90; and (iii) Chaupai line no. 2 that 
precedes Doha no. 142.3] 
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tadājňāpaya deveśa laksmanam tvarayā mayā | 
hanisyati na sandehah śeşah saksaddharadharah ıı 671 
tvameva saksajjagatamadhiso narayano laksmana eva Sesah | 
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yuvam dharabharanivaranartham jatau jagannatakasütradharau ıı 6811 


iti Srimadadhyatmaramayane umamahesvarasamvade yuddhakande astamah 
sargah ıı 811 


67-68. Hence, oh the Lord of Gods (devesa)! Instruct Laxman to come along with 
me immediately. He is a personified form of the legendary Sheshnath, the bearer of 
the earth. There is no doubt that he will kill him (Meghnad) (67). 

Indeed in all sooth and without gainsay, you (Lord Ram) are a personification 
of Lord Narayan, the Lord of the world, and Laxman is the legendary Sheshnath 
himself personified!. Both of you are the so-called ‘masters of the ring’, the controller 
of this world, the puppeteer of the magnificent show that is known as this visible 
world. Forsooth, you have taken birth to remove the burden of this world by 
eliminating the cruel and evil demons). (I know all this!) (68). 


[Note— It is remarkable that all the chief demons who came in contact with Lord Sri 
Ram were aware of his true identity. Whatever they did was done willingly as means 
of attaining emancipation and salvation. Perhaps Meghnad is the only exception; 
perhaps also it is the reason why Lord Sri Ram had sent Laxman to slay him instead 
of killing him himself.] 


Thus ends Canto 8 of Yuddha Kand of Adhyatma Ramayan that narrates the 
conversation between Lord Shiva and Uma, his divine consort. 


Adhyatma Ramayan, Lanka/Yudha Kand, Canto 9, verse nos. 1-58:- 


ghasra zara | 
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$rimahadeva uvāca | 

vibhisanavacah $rutva ramo vakyamathabravit | 
janami tasya raudrasya mayam krtsnam vibhisana i 111 
sa hi brahmastravicchuro mayavi ca mahabalah | 
janami laksmanasyapi svarupam mama sevanam ıı 211 


1-2. Lord Shiva said—'Oh Parvati! Hearing these words of Vibhishan, Lord Sri Ram 
said, 'Oh Vibhishan! I know all about this great and horrifying demon (Meghnad), and 
about the many cunning tricks and evil deeds that this wretched fellow can engage in 
(1). 

He knows about the use of Brahmastra (a special weapon given by Brahma, 
the creator, and it is considered infallible and invincible); he is very illusive and full 
of deceit and tricks; he is very valiant, brave, strong and powerful. I am also aware of 
how Laxman serves me (ie. I am conscious of the fact that Laxman has been 
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surviving without food and sleep and has been very diligent and serious in serving 
me; I acknowledge it) (2). 
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jhatvaivasamaham tüsnim bhavisyatkaryagauravat | 
ityuktva laksmanam praha ramo jhanavatam varah i 31 
gaccha laksmana sainyena mahata jahi ravanim | 
hanumatpramukhaih sarvairyüthapaih saha laksmana II 411 


3-4. Though I know everything yet I had not disclosed them considering the difficulty 
of the task at hand". 

After this, Lord Sri Ram—who is very wise, sagacious and prudent—turned to 
Laxman and said (3), 'Go Laxman! Take along with you the army of monkeys led by 
Hanuman and other chief (commanders of the various battalions of the army). Go and 
get rid of the son of Ravana (Meghnad) (4). 


[Note—'It was imperative to keep secret the true identities of Lord Ram and Laxman 
because if the demons came to know who they actually were they would have fled 
and hid themselves somewhere, frustrating Lord Ram's efforts to eliminate this 
scourge from the world, the primary reason why Lord Vishnu had come down to earth 
in the form of the Lord to honour his promise to the gods and mother earth who had 
prayed to him to save them from the terror of the demons—apropos: Adhyatma 
Ramayan, Baal Kand, Canto 2, verse nos. 6-28.] 
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jambavanrksarajo'yam saha sainyena samvrtah | 
vibhisanasca sacivaih saha tvamabhiyasyati 11 5n 
abhijnastasya desasya janati vivarani sah | 

ramasya vacanam Srutva laksmanah savibhisanah ıı 6n 
jagraha karmukam $resthamanyadbhimaparakramah | 
ramapadambujam sprstva hrstah saumitrirabravit ii 71 
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5-7. Jamvant, the chief of the bears, will accompany you with his army of bears, and 
Vibhishan with his group of ministers (advisors) will also go along (5). 

(I am sending Vibhishan because—) Vibhishan is well acquainted with him 
(Meghnad) (hence, he will help you to identify him) and he knows all the places 
where he can possibly hide—he has all the required information’. 

Hearing the words (commands) of Lord Sri Ram, Laxman—who is the most 
valiant, valorous, gallant and famous warrior amongst his peers—lifted his 
magnificent and mighty bow that had excellent qualities unmatched by any other bow. 
Then he touched the lotus-like feet of Lord Sri Ram to pay his respects to him as well 
as to seek formal permission and blessings of the Lord before departure. 

Then the son of Sumitra (Laxman—“saumitri’’) cheerfully said (6-7)— 
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adya matkarmukanmuktah sara nirbhidya ravanim | 
gamisyanti hi patalam snatum bhogavatijale ii 811 
evamuktva sa saumitrih parikramya pranamya tam | 
indrajinnidhanakanksi yayau tvaritavikramah ıı 911 


8-9. Laxman declared: 'Today, the arrows shot from my bow shall pierce through the 
body of the son of Ravana, and then they shall go to the subterranean world to take a 
bath (i.e. dip themselves) in the waters of the river Bhogwati"" (8) 

Saying this, the son of Sumitra (Laxman) circumambulated and bowed before 
him (Lord Sri Ram), and then swiftly, and with a firmness of resolve, departed to 
accomplish his mission of eliminating Indrajeet (Meghnad) (9). 


[Note— *Bhogwati" is a subterranean river that is equivalent to river Ganges that 
flows on the surface of the earth. Laxman means that the force of his arrow would be 
so great that after passing through the body of Meghanad they will drill themselves 
deep into the earth to reach some subterranean source of water to clean themselves.] 


qroi?da2re]óojtror USSAISoASIIT | 
faftum: aA afoqisicaRa well Il loll 
ollésrdcgaradr WE: AAN caaerroder: | 
srcdr APATO AJAN aro: AS II 9 211 
SIGRI QIGERAGDAG | 
cosa 2ilfarfcgeiatssreffaapar: I Lll 


vanarairbahusahasrairhanuman prsthato'nvagat | 
vibhisanasca sahito mantribhistvaritam yayau i 101 
jambavatpramukha rksah saumitrim tvarayanvayuh | 
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gatva nikumbhiladesam laksmano vanaraih saha i 111 
apasyadbalasanghatam düradraksasasankulam | 
dhanurayamya saumitriryatto'bhüdbhürivikramah ıı 1211 


10-12. Behind him followed Hanuman with thousands of monkeys, and Vibhishan 
with his ministers (10). 

Besides them, Jamvant and other bears also accompanied the son of Sumitra 
(Laxman) for the mission. 

At the moment when Laxman reached the place of goddess Nikumbhi along 
with the monkeys (11), he saw from a distance a huge army of demons collected there 
(to protect Meghnad's fire sacrifice). Then the most valorous and powerful son of 
Sumitra (Laxman) strung and readied his bow (12). 


agoda d AL oaar Asafa: | 
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angadena ca virena jambavan raksasadhipah | 

tada vibhisanah praha saumitrim pasya raksasan ıı 131 
yadetadraksasanikam meghasyamam vilokyate | 
asyanikasya mahato bhedane yatnavan bhava ıı 141 
raksasendrasuto'pyasmin bhinne drsyo bhavisyati | 
abhidravasu yavadvai naitatkarma samapyate il 1511 


13-15. Along with Laxman, Angad and the brave Jamvant too became alert. Then the 
prince of demons, i.e. Vibhishan, said to the son of Sumitra (Laxman) (13), "Look at 
these demons. The huge demon army that you see in front indeed appears to be like a 
bank of dark clouds looming low over the sky. You must first remove this obstacle 
from our path (14). 

Only when this thick wall of demon army is removed can we see (find) the son 
of the king of demons, i.e. Meghnad. Once we locate him, you must immediately 
attack him to prevent him from completing his religious rituals (because otherwise, if 
he is able to successfully complete his sacrifice, he will automatically become 
invincible, and our mission will fail) (15). 
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jah! vira duratmanam himsaparamadharmikam | 
vibhisanavacah $rutva laksmanah subhalaksmanah ıı 1611 
vavarsa Saravarsani raksasendrasutam prati | 

pasanaih parvatagrai$ca vrksai$ca hariyüthapah ıı 171 
nirjaghnuh sarvato daityamste'pi vanarayüthapan | 
parasvadhaih Sitairbanairasibhiryastitomaraih i 1811 
nirjaghnurvanaranikam tada sabdo mahanabhit | 

sa sampraharastumulah safijajfie hariraksasam ıı 191 


16-19. Oh the brave one (*Vira"—1i.e. Laxman)! Kill this sinner; quickly eliminate 
this violent and cruel killer who is a wicked and evil creature’. 

Hearing these words of Vibhishan, Laxman, who possessed auspicious 
qualities and good character (16), began raining a hail of powerful arrows aimed at 
the son of the king of demons (Meghnad). Meanwhile, all other monkey commanders 
and their troops began pelting stones, boulders and trees (17) at the demon army 
(protecting Meghanad and his fire sacrifice) from all directions. 

The demon warriors retaliated with full force, attacking the monkey army with 
battle-axes, sharp arrows, swords, batons, branches of trees, and "Tomars" (18). 

There was a horrific tumult at the site of the confrontation; a hand-to-hand and 
fiercely fought pitched battle broke out between the monkeys and the demons (19). 


[Note—'A “Tomar” is an ancient fighting tool shaped like a dumb-bell or a heavy 
metal ball attached to one end of a long iron rod. It is swung violently to break the 
heads of the enemy soldiers in close combat. In some instances however, a Tomar 
may be modified to appear like a spear or a lancet that can be first swung around to 
gather momentum, and then thrown viciously at the enemy from a distance so that 
whomsoever it strikes falls dead with the impact of the blow.] 


soqluiczddci AAAA ATAI A: | 
forcpídsrcil a ala a erara ofig fáforeta: I1 eoll 
ZAAR Ala: DIAA ASAA | 

amero 21 Asef AGI eio I 2211 


indrajitsvabalam sarvamardyamānam vilokya sah ı 
nikumbhilam ca homam ca tyaktvā Sighram vinirgatah 1 201 
rathamaruhya sadhanuh krodhena mahatagamat | 
samahvayan sa saumitrim yuddhaya ranamurdhani ii 2111 


20-21. Seeing that his army was being mercilessly beaten and crushed (i.e. 
vanquished, decimated and smashed), the brave Indrajeet’ could not restrain himself 
any longer; he left the cave of Nikumbhila and the fire sacrifice incomplete, and came 
out immediately (20). 


1704 


He quickly mounted his chariot with his bow in hand, and rushed to the battle- 
field with full haste; seething with anger and vehement with wrath, he came forward 
to face Laxman. He challenged the son of Sumitra (Laxman) for a duel (21). 


[Note—Meghanad is known as “Indrajeet” because he had once conquered Indra, the 
king of the gods, to free his father Ravana who was captured and imprisoned by Indra 
when he had attacked heaven to vanquish the gods. ] 


Asie] AAoNGISS arerr offaoor ARRA | 
dq vcr füqeei 21 yrs frg I| 2211 
Sad Ol: AGG: Alsi srr fga | 
Med Wola Yor WIAA: | 231l 


saumitre meghanado'ham maya jivanna moksyase | 
tatra drstva pitrvyam sa praha nisthurabhasanam ıı 2211 
ihaiva jatah samvrddhah saksad bhrata piturmama | 
yastvam svajanamutsrjya parabhrtyatvamagatah ıı 2311 


22-23. Meghanad said, 'Oh Saumitre (Laxman, the son of Sumitra)! I am Meghanad. 
Now you cannot escape alive from me'. Then he saw his uncle Vibhishan there 
(standing by the side of Laxman), and the sight filled him with great disgust, 
provoking anger in him. 

Meghanad addressed Vibhishan using very stern, scornful, contemptible and 
harsh words (22), 'You were born here (in Lanka) amongst us (i.e. as a member of the 
demon race), you were brought up here, you are a blood-related brother of my father, 
but unfortunately now you have left and betrayed us, you have turned your back at us, 
you have forsaken us as if we were your mortal enemy, as if we were dead. Why, you 
have betrayed your own family and race, you have forsaken your royal heritage and 
the rightful claim to prince-hood of the mighty demon race, and instead, 
unfortunately, you have accepted serfdom and subservience of others (who are no 
match for our majestic race). [Woe to you; let the worst of curses befall you! | (23). 


we gait ug urdierrorf3r gaifcr: | 

SCYACA AJAV ELA 8opiicueod: RAAR i VvIl 
scoala gol 2a arefer Aer: | 
AEAEE A fASHReaol ok: I 991] 


katham druhyasi putraya papiyanasi durmatih | 

ityuktva laksmanam drstva hanumatprsthatah sthitam i| 2411 
udyadayudhanistrimse rathe mahati samsthitah | 
mahapramanamudyamya ghoram vispharayan dhanuh ıı 2511 


24-25. I am like your son (being your nephew); I do not know how and why you have 
developed such animosity and ill-will with me (and our family, which had always 
shown respect to you). Surely it must be because you are very sinful, pervert and 
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wicked in your heart (as well as a very selfish person who would have no qualms in 
joining the enemy for the greed of the throne of Lanka)’. 

Saying this, Meghanad looked at Laxman who was riding on the back 
(shoulders) of Hanuman! (24). 

Sitting in a war chariot which was well armed and provided with all sorts of 
weapons that were exceptionally powerful and effective, the great demon warrior 
(Meghanad) took hold of a very large bow and made a terrible twang with it (25). 


[Note—'Take note—^Laxman was riding on the back of Hanuman”. From the 
reading of Ram Charit Manas we get the impression that Laxman stood on the ground 
through the battle with Meghanad, and it seems to be the natural, normal and the 
logical thing for him to do. But in Adhyatma Ramayan we learn that not only here but 
previously also it is said that at the time of Lord Ram’s departure from Kishkindha 
with the army of monkeys and bears to launch the campaign of Lanka, he had ridden 
all the way from Kishkindha to the shore of the southern ocean on the shoulders of 
Hanuman, and Laxman rode on the back of Angad—apropos: Adhyatma Ramayan, 
Lanka/Yuddha Kand, Canto 1, verse no. 31. 

Perhaps Laxman and Hanuman mutually agreed to this mechanism for the 
purpose of safety of Laxman, and to give him agility and maneuverability in the 
battle-field that was needed during combat with Meghanad as he was very tricky, 
agile and clever at creating illusions that needed quick responses to be neutralized. 
Besides that, Meghanad had a colossus body, and standing on the ground in front of 
him Laxman would have been dwarfed by his gigantic size. So it was necessary to lift 
Laxman to a level where he could see Meghanad in the face. ] 


el dI AADI GUM: YON URRA ALTRI: | 
dd: 9 arerfer: ASARIN: | VEll 
Wo AsRG HG: AU sd PAA | 


Sog PIPRON ZAV BAGS Il LVII 


adya vo māmakā banah pranan pāsyanti vanarah | 
tatah $aram dāśarathih sandhayamitrakarsanah ıı 2611 
sasarja rākşasendrāya kruddhah sarpa iva śvasan ı 
indrajidraktanayano laksmanam samudaiksata ıı 271 


26-27. Turning towards the monkey soldiers, Meghanad said, 'Oh monkeys! Today 
my arrows will quench their thirst by drinking your blood. [To wit, I shall kill all of 
you and bathe my arrows in your warm blood.]' 

Then the son of Dasrath (i.e. Laxman) aimed an arrow that was specially 
meant to vanquish and crush the enemy (26). 

Laxman hissed like an angry serpent and furiously shot this arrow at the 
demon prince. At the same time, Indrajeet (Meghnad) too glared at Laxman with eyes 
that glowed red with anger (27). 


ADARRA: 9i: | 
AScidA sao: Yor: YEAR: II ell 


1706 


sovllaRed di» di2t GRAA | 
Asiana AA DERRAT: I1 2811 


śakrāśanisamasparśairlakşmaņenāhatah Saraih | 
muhürtamabhavanmüdhah punah pratyahrtendriyah 1 281 
dadarsavasthitam viram viro dasarathatmajam | 
so'bhicakrama saumitrim krodhasamraktalocanah ti 2911 


28-29. After being hit by the powerful arrow shot by Laxman, which was as 
formidable and tough as the Vajra of Indra, he (Meghnad) fainted for one Muhurt'. 
When he regained consciousness (28), he saw the most brave and valorous son of 
Dasrath (“viro daSarathatmajam"--Laxman) standing in front of him. Seeing the son 
of Sumitra (^saumitrim"--Laxman), that demon dashed towards him, his eyes red 
with anger and his countenance full of wrath (29). 


[Note— One Muhurta is roughly 48 minutes; but here it means ‘for a short while’.] 


gol Aol Aol cigs dostgdiq | 

ule ct uelit erg or Evel A UAHA: II Zoll 

sier cal celfereerrfar ferda rakera: | 
Saal AANO INANE CZATA | 3211 
Golde good Age: IRIAN: | 

dd: RANA Ao ART I 3211 
HlafcoReed forfeiara fastor | 
gAs dell erg gRavarfepz I 331 


Saran dhanusi sandhaya laksmanam cedamabravit | 
yadi te prathame yuddhe na drsto me parakramah i 3011 
adya tvam darsayisyami tisthedanim vyavasthitah | 
ityuktva saptabhirbanairabhivivyadha laksmanam i 3111 
dasabhisca hanümantam tiksnadharaih Sarottamaih | 
tatah SaraSatenaiva samprayuktena viryavan ii 321 
krodhadvigunasamrabdho nirbibheda vibhisanam | 
laksmano'pi tatha Satrum Saravarsairavakirat ıı 331 


30-33. Meghanad mounted an arrow on his bow and glowered at Laxman, 'If you 
have not seen my valour, my courage, my power, my might and my strength in the 
war earlier (30), then stand right there; I shall show it to you right now.' 

Saying this, he pierced and gravely wounded Laxman with a volley of seven 
arrows (31), Hanuman with ten arrows that had sharp tips and were one of the best he 
had in his arsenal, and Vibhishan with a hundred arrows that were wrathfully shot at 
him with precision so that they don't miss their target. 

Here, Laxman also started showering arrows at the enemy (32-33). 
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Ra GU: Ri pad aportar | 
afela zettuzel fereror: uferei arfa I 3vil 
dd: (RACY ASHE] AACA: | 
fadt Baz di» agai AAGA ii 391! 


tasya banaih susamviddham kavacam kaficanaprabham 1 
vyasiryata rathopasthe tilaSah patitam bhuvi i 341 

tatah Sarasahasrena sankruddho ravanatmajah | 
bibheda samare viram laksmanam bhimavikramam ıı 3511 


34-35. Peppered and perforated by his (Laxman's) arrows, the body-armour of 
Meghanad, which had the radiance of gold, broke up into splinters, first falling at the 
rear of the chariot and then sliding down to the ground (34). 

Then the son of Ravana (Meghnad) became very furious and wrathful, and he 
wounded the most valiant and valorous Laxman by shooting thousands of arrows at 
him in retaliation (35). 


artigo dd AFARA T | 
waylerpdicdiod agrgafirgdi I 38l 
arafigur r:ea at erestai dari Yor: | 
oriqaaaiget arde Sister I| Svll 


vyasiryatapataddivyam kavacam laksmanasya ca | 
krtapratikrtanyonyam babhuvaturabhidrutau ıı 3611 
abhiksnam nihsvasantau tau yudhyetam tumulam punah | 
Sarasamvrtasarvangau sarvato rudhiroksitau ii 371 


36-37. As a result of this, even Laxman's magnificent armour fell down shattered. In 
this manner, the two brave warriors mutually fought each other with great courage 
and ferocity, countering the aggressive steps taken by his opponent by dexterity of 
movement, skilled maneuvering, and precision of their counter attacks (36). 

Both of them breathed heavily and deeply every now and then even as they 
fought each other valiantly and ferociously. All the parts of their bodies were 
peppered by arrows, and were drenched in blood (37). 


Uclipict al dardo forford: 9i: | 
see AERA Stetforelfdalsid II 3c1l 
vaRaootody ARI cigatur: Paf: 9: | 
Wau: ARÍ Bred Jet A AARI II 3911 


sudirghakalam tau viravanyonyam nisitaih Saraih | 
ayudhyetam mahasattvau jayajayavivarjitau i1 381 


1708 


etasminnantare viro laksmanah paficabhih Saraih | 
ravaneh sarathim sasvam ratham ca samactrnayat ii 3911 


38-39. For a very long time those two valiant and brave warriors fought each other 
with sharp and effective arrows. None of them could be victorious or be defeated by 
his opponent (38). 

Suddenly, the brave Laxman shot five potent and vigorous arrows at 
Meghanad, the son of Ravana (ravaneh), that not only smashed his war chariot and 
reduced it to splinters but also killed his charioteer as well as the horses (39). 


ferass wife Aa GARO RATAA | 
Asong Wisc sq Ai dd carlo: II voll 
dcarugifu Rr crgamrf3gfararret: | 

ada fiscortroaroi ASINADA: || vl 


ciccheda karmukam tasya darsayan hastalaghavam | 
so'nyattu karmukam bhadram sajyam cakre tvaranvitah 11 401 
taccapamapi ciccheda laksmanastribhirasugaih | 

tameva chinnadhanvanam vivyadhanekasayakaih i 411 


40-41. Showing deftness and skill of his hands at archery, he (Laxman) cut-off his 
(Meghnad's) bow immediately. That gentleman (^bhadram"—Meghanad) took up 
another excellent bow and raised it (40). 

Laxman cut it too with three arrows, and then perforated the demon, who by 
now had no bow in his hand (i.e. he had been disarmed), with another quick volley of 
arrows (41). 


YoRoIAHAIGRI Disc AAA: | 
soqghiccigaul Gul: fordiaifoeeraifoorsi: || ¥2II 
RAs aroro, 2rafor arRo fóor: | 

dd bog 3IJIGEI AGAN Aai fcr I v3ll 
3SIGHIFIKDUT Dulori PiP ECA | 
3dId cI84IUII AR: FAROL AUGI II ¥¥II 


punaranyatsamadaya karmukam bhimavikramah | 
indrajillaksmanam banaih Sitairadityasannibhaih i 4211 
bibheda vanaran sarvan banairapürayan disah | 

tata aindram samadaya laksmano ravanim prati ii 431 
sandhayakrsya karnantam karmukam drdhanisthuram | 
uvaca laksmano virah smaran ramapadambujam ıı 4411 


42-44. Then the most valiant and valorous Indrajeet picked up another bow (the 3rd 
one), and covering all the directions by a hail of sharp arrows that were as 
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splendorous and dazzling as the sun, he gravely wounded Laxman and all other 
monkeys when these arrows rained down upon them from the sky. 

Then Laxman took out the specially empowered arrow called ‘Aendra'’, and 
aiming it at the son of Ravana, he mounted it on his bow. He pulled the string of the 
uncompromisingly strong, sturdy and tough bow right up to his ear, and remembering 
(invoking the blessings of) the lotus-like feet of Lord Sri Ram in his heart, the brave 
Laxman said solemnly (42-44)— 


[Note—'This “Aendra” arrow was used by invoking Indra, the king of gods. It was 
the one that Meghanad feared the most because it was exceptionally powerful and 
backed by the combined might of all the gods of heaven. ] 


Hd ALRIGIA Bal arerafereifo | 
fycteasyitigogzacal è 2rafürat | vil 
SA GusIpuifspel AARE] | 
TZI: ARN dk: AAoloqford Yer I vell 


dharmatma satyasandhasca ramo dasarathiryadi | 
trilokyamapratidvandvastadenam jahi ravanim i 4511 
ityuktva banamakarnadvikrsya tamajimhagam | 
laksmanah samare virah sasarjendrajitam prati ii 4611 


45-46. 'If the son of Dasrath (i.e. Lord Sri Ram) is most upright and most righteous 
upholder of Dharma!, if he is steadfast in keeping the vows of truthfulness and is an 
upholder of the sanctity of the virtue of Truth, if he is truly the Lord of the three 
divisions of the world’ and has no match anywhere in any regard—then, oh my arrow, 
I invoke the Lord's glory and majesty and request you to kill this son of Ravana in 
order to honour the Lord.' (45). 

Saying this, the brave Laxman pulled that arrow up to his ears and shot it 
straight at Indrajeet (Meghnad) (46). 


[Note—'“Dharma” refers to the stellar qualities of auspiciousness, righteousness, 
virtuousness, probity, propriety, ethics, morality, and good conduct and thought. 


?The three divisions of the world or universe are the following: heaven, earth and 
nether world.] 


A OR: ARINI eflarssaferaauscist | 
YALARI: DRUG AAA in vll 
dd: qaríóar Sa: Hidro AAAA | 
aay: qeuquifür sgarad Hess: II vell 


sa Sarah sasirastranam $rimajjvalitakundalam | 
pramathyendrajitah kayatpatayamasa bhütale ii 471 
tatah pramudita devah kirtayanto raghuttamam | 
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vavarsuh puspavarsani stuvanta$ca muhurmuhuh ıı 4811 


47-48. That arrow severed the head of Indrajeet (Meghnad)—which was protected by 
a helmet and looked glorious and radiant with large ear-rings—from his body, and it 
fell on the ground (47). 

In this manner, when Meghnad was killed, the Gods became exhilarant and 
extremely ecstatic with joy. They celebrated the development by repeatedly 
applauding Laxman, who was exalted member of the race of king Raghu, singing his 
glories enthusiastically, and showering flowers on him from the sky (48). 


ASW Vapi arordror AS SAAE: | 
PIAS A Salo YA gogfsreqor: II vell 
faci oreroi arfer anoi | 
fsd afi eved! orerorcuaterfode: II Voll 


jaharsa Sakro bhagavan saha devairmaharsibhih | 
akase'pi ca devanam $u$ruve dundubhisvanah ıı 4911 
vimalam gaganam casitsthirabhidvisvadharint | 
nihatam ravanim drstva jayajalpasamanvitah 11 501 


49-50. Lord Indra, along with all the gods and the great sages, felt very happy and 
contented. At that time, the sound of the kettle-drums and trumpets played by the gods 
reverberated in the sky (49). 

Seeing that the son of Ravana (Meghnad) has been killed, there was a chorus 
of acclaim and thunderous applause everywhere. The sky became clear and the earth, 
which is the mother and the bearer of life in this world, also became happy and stable. 
[To wit, gloom in the world was dispelled as symbolized by a ‘clear sky’; ‘mother 
earth’ felt calm and peaceful because all her creatures had now become fearless and 
happy.] (50). 


AJA: A AA: MAARI | 
Risolls Ad: qpedr ADAGA: | 2 
Col olIGol AECI AOA IKJA: | 
INSU Afd: Fdafsercarorst: |I VII 
cI83IUI: URACH GÅ AIAH | 
SAAGSRIGA A ASA ferorenfoad: I 311 
adod IAR 214i SATS ARRI AAA | 

rar pcg adt AAV II vil 


gataśramah sa saumitrih Sankhamapurayadrane | 
simhanadam tatah krtva jya$abdamakarodvibhuh ıı 511 
tena nadena samhrsta vanarasca gatasramah | 
vanarendrai$ca sahitah stuvadbhirhrstamanasaih 11 5211 
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laksmanah paritustatma dadarsabhyetya raghavam | 
hanumadraksasabhyam ca sahito vinayanvitah ıı 531 
vavande bhrataram ramam jyestham narayanam vibhum | 
tvatprasadadraghusrestha hato ravanirahave 1 5411 


51-54. When the victorious son of Sumitra (Laxman) felt a bit relaxed after a while, 
he blew his conch, the sound of which resonated throughout the battle-field. Then (in 
jubilation and to celebrate the occasion) he twanged his bow so enthusiastically that it 
made a sound that seemed like the roar of a lion (51). 

The terrible cacophony that resulted by the sound of the blowing of the conch 
shell as well as the twanging of the bow thundered and reverberated everywhere. It 
made all the monkeys ecstatic with joy, and they became free from all fatigue and 
weariness arising of the exhausting battle. 

Then, along with the jubilant and celebrating brave monkeys, and being 
praised by them for his epic victory over Meghanad (52), Laxman came to Raghav 
(Lord Sri Ram). He was very cheerful and satisfied (because he had successfully 
completed the task assigned to him) as he met his elder brother and paid his respects 
to him. He was accompanied by Hanuman and the demon king (Vibhishan) (53) who 
too, along with Laxman, bowed their heads before Lord Ram who actually was none 
but Lord Narayan himself, the Supreme Lord who is honoured by the term “Vibhu”, 
meaning one who is omnipresent, omnipotent and the eternal Lord of the world. 

Laxman said—'Oh the most exalted of the Raghus (Lord Sri Ram)! By your 
kind grace and blessings, the son of Ravana has been killed in the battle today.' (54). 


Qed AccisMUIL GAM AAAA VACA: | 
aeotlagel Higa: 21:orsfareergdiq il vli 

AY AFA ASRA wa A gea» Pa | 
AAoNGa fortrot ford AJARA II VEI 
séRidRqiidR: PaPa: | 
for:;rucor: PASLRE forerzerfer fà AT: | oti 
YADI ag ci afore 2130127 Il cl 


$rutva tallaksmanadbhaktya tamalingya raghüttamah | 
murdhnyavaghraya muditah sasnehamidamabravit 11 5511 
sadhu laksmana tusto'smi karma te duskaram krtam | 
meghanadasya nidhane jitam sarvamarindama ıı 5611 
ahoratraistribhirvirah kathaficidvinipatitah | 

nihsapatnah krto'smyadya niryasyati hi ravanah ıı 5711 
putra$okanmaya yoddhum tam hanisyami ravanam ıı 5811 


55-58. Hearing these most devoted, humble and submissive words of Laxman (words 
which did not have the slightest trace of pride, ego, haughtiness or boast), the most 
exalted of the Raghus (Lord Sri Ram—raghüttamah") became very pleased and 
happy; he embraced Laxman affectionately. 


1712 


As a mark of his gratitude and a sign of immense satisfaction with Laxman, 
the Lord smelt his head and said (55), 'Oh Laxman! You are truly great and saintly 
(sadhu laksmana)! I am very satisfied with your deeds. Today you have succeeded 
in accomplishing a very difficult task. Oh the vanquisher of all enemies 
(Sarvamarindama)! With the death of Meghanad, we have apparently won 
everything in the war (i.e. we have virtually won the war itself)! (56). 

You have fought bravely and courageously for three days and three nights’, 
and somehow slayed that great warrior (Meghanad). By doing this you have made me 
free of enemies, for in all practical purposes, Ravana has now become defenseless 
without his son to support him (57). 

Since Ravana is already overcome with grief at the death of his son, it has 
become all the more easy for me to vanquish him when he comes face-to-face in the 
battle-field to confront me.' (58). 


[Note—'Lord Ram means that the death of Meghanad, and Kumbhakarn earlier, has 
dealt a death knell for Ravana because the two were the most formidable warriors 
amongst the entire demon race, only matching Ravana in ferocity, prowess, abilities 
and invincibility, and like him they too were protected by various boons. 

With Meghanad out of the way, three fourths of the war had literally been 
won. Ravana's morale and spirits would dip tremendously, and so will of the rest of 
his demon army. And an army with low morale and lost spirits that weakens it from 
the inside, making it lose hope, courage and confidence, stands little chance of 
winning a war. Such a demoralized army is sure to crumble when faced by a 
determined enemy that is confident of victory. 

Meghanad and Kumbhakarn were the backbone of Ravana's defenses; they 
were the two strong pillars upon which the success or failure of his army depended. 
On numerous occasions when he found himself trapped, it was Meghanad who came 
to the rescue of his father. With the mighty Meghanad out of the way, the decks were 
now clear for Lord Sri Ram to easily conquer the lonely Ravana, all the more easily 
because the latter was suffering from great depression and grief at the lost of his dear 
son Meghanad as well as brother Kumbhakaran. That is what Lord Sri Ram means by 
saying ‘everything has been won'—that is, ‘the war is almost won’. 


"Here it is specifically mentioned that the battle between Laxman and Meghanad 
lasted for “three consecutive days and nights”. 

It clearly means that Meghanad had attempted to do his fire sacrifice prior to 
this battle with Laxma, because when the confrontation actually commenced there 
was no let up or pause in the fighting in the battle-field; it was a continuous process, 
and it ended only when Meghanad fell down dead. 

Another variation from Ram Charit Manas is that whereas it is said in it that 
Meghanad first fought with Lord Ram on the first day of his battle, and then with 
Laxman on the second day when he was killed in the battle-field after a ferocious 
duel, in Adhyatma Ramayan however it is narrated that Meghanad fought only with 
Laxman for three continuous days and nights. ] 


[Note—This marked the killing of Meghanad by Laxman in the Epic War of Lanka as 
described in Adhyatma Ramayan. It also was a milestone towards Lord Ram’s 
ultimate victory in the War.] 


38 2K K K K K K K K 
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Chapter 18 
The Final Phase of the War; 


Battle between Lord Ram and Ravana, and the latter’s Death 


After his son Meghanad’s death, Ravana lost all hopes. It would be too humiliating 
and degrading a prospect for him and his self-respect to yield to Lord Ram now, to 
stop the war midway and make peace with the Lord. It would be tantamount to 
accepting abject defeat without a fight, which no warrior worth his name and honour 
would ever agree to do. For a mighty warrior of the stature of Ravana—who had one 
day in the past made the heaven and the earth bow before him, who had conquered the 
almighty gods and subdued powerful sages having immense spiritual and mystical 
powers, who had ruled over the world as its conqueror—to abjectly surrender now, 
without a fight, in order to escape death, was an unimaginable prospect and an 
unacceptable option. It would be better for him to die fighting in the battle-field like a 
valiant and fearless warrior than live a humiliating life of shame and ignominy. 

So therefore, he made a firm resolve—that no matter what, he will fight on till 
the end. And the ‘end’ was well neigh clear to him; he was prepared to die a noble 
and honourable death that would not only grant him great fame for having had the 
good luck to see Lord Ram, who was a manifestation of the Supreme Being, from so 
close quarters, engaging the Lord in a hand-to-hand duel and often forcing him on the 
back foot, a feat which would make him famous and unparalleled in the annals of 
history of warfare, and then die at the Lord’s hands that would ensure liberation and 
deliverance of his soul, a prospect he actually longed for. He had planned it long ago, 
right in the beginning, at the time when he first decided to create animosity with Lord 
Ram. This is clearly written in Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1- 
5 that precede Doha no. 23. 

Hence, Ravana girded himself; he gathered his courage and wits, and plunged 
head-on in the battle with Lord Ram as he saw it as a great ‘self sacrifice’ that would 
burn his evil body of a demon, and thereby grant deliverance to his soul that was 
trapped inside it! What more would a mortal creature wish? 

Ravana had led a life of pleasure and conquest; he was unchallenged and 
invincible; he lived proudly and held his head high like a great Emperor; he had 
forced the almighty Supreme Being to leave heaven and come down to earth in the 
form of Lord Ram, and then walk all the way across thousands of miles in order to 
grant his soul deliverance, and at the end he did attain his objective because when he 
died his soul left his body and entered the holy body of the Lord as a dazzling shaft of 
light (apropos—Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 9 that precedes Doha no. 103). Say 
honestly, what more would a mortal creature wish? 

And not only this, Ravana also ensured that the rest of his demon warriors also 
attain emancipation and salvation alongside himself to prove that he was not selfish to 
seek this blessing only for his own self. This is clear in Ram Charit Manas, Lanka 
Kand, Chaupai line nos. 7, 9-10 that precede Doha no. 114. 
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Having said this, let us now proceed with our narration and see how the Great War 
progressed, culminating in the death of Ravana on the g^ day of the War. What we 
call ‘death’ was actually a great blessing for Ravana, for it is what he had wanted—to 
find a way for deliverance of his soul, to attain emancipation and salvation for 
himself. (Apropos: (a) Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 3-5 that 
precede Doha no. 23; and (b) Adhyatma Ramayan, Aranya Kand, Canto 5, verse nos. 
58-61; Lanka Kand, Canto 10, verse nos. 55-61.} 

Presently, we shall pick up the thread from where we had left it a while ago 
when we'd read about Meghanad's death. Ravana's battle with Lord Ram and his 
ultimate ‘death’ has been described in detail Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, from 
Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes Doha no. 78—to Doha no. 103:- 


Now let us resume our reading of this fascinating Epic War in the following pages:- 


Section 18.1: Ram Charit Manas 


Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes Doha 
no. 78—to Doha no. 103:- 


Fret ferar vars Repent (ent rey aft ARE gn t 3 u 
Que Aes CAMA SOT PD VALS SIT HT A SICT lY N 
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nisa sirani bhaya'u bhinusara. lage bhalu kapi carihum dvara. 3. 

subhata bola'i dasanana bola. rana sanmukha ja kara mana dola. 4. 

so abahirh baru ja'u para't. sanjuga bimukha bha'em' na bhala’. 5. 

nija bhuja bala maim bayaru barhava. deha'um utaru jo ripu cadhi ava. 6. 


When the night ended and the day broke!, the monkeys and bears surrounded all the 
four gates of the fort of Lanka. (3) 


When the alarm bells were sounded inside the city, the ten-headed Ravana summoned 
all his great warriors and addressed the assembly, sternly warning them as follows: 
‘Listen all of you. He who is afraid of the battle-field and may turn his face away 
from the enemy during the battle (4), well, I warn him that it would be better for him 
to run away right now, for it would not be good for him if he turns his back during the 
course of the battle (because then I will slay him, and don't blame me then that I 
didn't warn you) (5). 


Verily, I have relied on the strength and powers of my own arms when I decided to 
create hostility and challenge the enemy for battle. So therefore, I will face him alone 
should the need arise, and I do not want any charity or beg for help from anyone. [Did 
you all hear it loud and clear? I don't wish to be obliged to anyone to fight this war; I 
alone am capable to tackle the enemy. Be warned in advance; you are not going to 
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turn your back during the battle, and you are not going to betray me, for if you dare to 
do it then be prepared to die.]”’ (6) 


[Note—'This was the 6" day of the war. 


“Why was Ravana so apprehensive that there were fair chances of his demons 
suddenly turning their backs and running away from the battle-field during the heat of 
battle? He had witnessed this actually happening during the early stages of the war 
when the whole demon army left the battle-field and escaped from it in total disarray 
when they were fiercely beaten back by the Lord’s army. At that time Ravana was 
forced to threaten them with death if they showed their back to the enemy. He had 
scolded them and sternly warned that since they had been eating and fattening 
themselves on food provided by their king and his treasury, and when the time came 
for serving the same king and his kingdom they preferred to run away, so surely then 
they deserved no better fate than death for their betrayal, cowardice and 
ungratefulness. {Ref: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-10 that 
precede Doha no. 42.} 


STH che Fed TTT AT Last Taha WATS SITSIT I 9 N 
IA AT Aa Sq fetad Set AY HSA SH Bret ACT c N 
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asa kahi maruta bēga ratha saja. baje sakala jujha'ü baja. 7. 
cale bira saba atulita bali. janu kajjala kai amdhi cali. 8. 
asaguna amita hohim tehi kala. gana'i na bhuja bala garba bisala. 9. 


Saying this, he (Ravana) ordered that a war chariot, that had the quality to move as 
swiftly as the wind, must be immediately readied for him. Meanwhile, a clarion call 
for battle was given by the beating of kettle-drums; it was meant to urgently summon 
the entire demon army and get its rank and file ready for battle in great haste. (7) 


All the demon warriors were unmatched in their strength, power, gallantry and valour; 
multitudes of such dare-devils started off for the battle-field enthusiastically in such 
huge numbers and with such great rapidity of movement that they appeared to be like 
a storm of very dark clouds rolling in over the battle-field from the direction of the 
city of Lanka. (8) 


At that time many bad omens or signs made their appearances, but these demons paid 
no heed to them because they were very proud of themselves and their ability to 
defeat the enemy by the strength of their arms. (9) 
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chanda. 


ati garba gana'i na saguna asaguna sravahim ayudha hatha te. 1. 
bhata girata ratha te baji gaja cikkarata bhajahim satha te. 2. 
gomaya gidha karala khara rava svana bolahim ati ghane. 3. 
janu kaladüta ulüka bolahim bacana parama bhayavane. 4. 


So haughty and arrogant and proud he (Ravana) was that he did not pay any attention 
to any sign that pointed to his fate; whether such signs were auspicious or 
inauspicious mattered not to him. 

[What were these signs or omens? They were the following:-] 

The weapons fell down or slipped on their own (without any warning) from 
the hands of the demon warriors. (Chanda line no. 1.) 


Warriors fell down from their chariots. Horses and elephants shrieked and broke away 
from their ranks, running amok and scattering hither-thither without any provocation. 
(Chanda line no. 2.) 


Horrifying sound of wailing and howling jackals, rasping and grunting of vultures, 
crowing crows and braying donkeys were heard everywhere, and so were the howls 
and terrifying barking of so many dogs. (Chanda line no. 3.) 


The owls hooted in such a fearsome way that they appeared to be messengers of the 
death-god himself. (Chanda line no. 4.) 


dio. afè fe dafa aa qe mur oA fas 

Ud Re Ta Areas TH ferro thet ATA Ve tl 
doha. 
tahi ki sampati saguna subha sapanéhum mana bisrama. 
bhuta droha rata mohabasa rama bimukha rati kama. 78. 


Verily indeed and in all sooth, can there be any prosperity, auspiciousness as well as 
peace and happiness for someone even in his dreams if he is foolish enough, under the 
influence of delusions and ignorance, to harbour ill-will and animosity with all living 
beings, be opposed to Lord Ram (i.e. to the Lord God), and be indulgent in worldly 
passions and desires?! (Doha no. 78) 


[Note—'To wit, if any person has these negative traits in him, there is no way he can 
have welfare and happiness in this world. Since Ravana had these negative traits in 
him, there was no hope for him. ] 
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cale'u nisacara kataku apara. caturangini ani bahu dhārā. 1. 
bibidhi bhamti bahana ratha jana. bipula barana pataka dhvaja nana. 2. 


The demon army, which was so huge that no one could measure the length and width 
of its countless columns of demon warriors, marched to the battle-field. This 
formidable army was divided into four divisions, called “caturangint”’, and its ranks 
and files formed countless columns that flowed into the battle ground (like so many 
streams overflowing and surging forward during the rainy season). (1) 


There was a wide variety of war chariots and other vehicles to carry the demon 
warriors and their commanders to the battle-field. Similarly, there were all sorts of 
colours used for banners, flags and war standards that marked out the different 
battalions and divisions of the huge mass of demon troops’. (2) 


[Note—'The *caturangini" or the four divisions of an army were the following: 
horses, elephants, chariots and foot soldiers. 


*How great was the demon army? Well, we get an idea of its immensity in Valmiki’s 
Ramayan, Lanka Kand, Canto 94, verse no. 6; Canto 96, verse nos. 27-28. It says that 
there were 10 lakh chariots, 30 lakh elephants, 60 crore horses, and countless 
donkeys, camels and foot soldiers. {1 lakh = 100,000; 1 crore = 100 lakhs.} ] 


"deb AT TST TA AT (urfse Mere Wed TT WT 3! 
ae ae fared frenrar | aa ae AMS sm AAT ¥ tl 


cale matta gaja jutha ghanere. prabita jalada maruta janu prere. 3. 
barana barana biradaita nikaya. samara sura janahim bahu maya. 4. 


Rows after endless rows of war-intoxicated elephants moved forward as if thick banks 
of rain-bearing clouds were rolling ahead in the sky when they were propelled 
forward by wind during the rainy season. (3) 


Columns after thick columns of bold and valiant demon warriors, all renowned for 
their gallantry and bravery as well as for cunning and having knowledge of many 
tricks, marched ahead wearing colourful dresses and headgears (as if they were going 
in a ceremonial procession to celebrate some great event). (4) 
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calata kataka digasindhura dagahim. chubhita payodhi kudhara 
dagamagahim. 6. 
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The strange army of demon warriors looked exceedingly magnificent and marvelous 
to behold with its variety and colour, as if the Spring season has himself assembled a 
wonderful and colourful army of his followers’. (5) 


As this huge army marched ahead it caused a mighty tumult on the earth in all its 
directions; the legendary Diggajs (elephants who are believed to hold the earth upon 
their backs in its eight corners!) shook and shifted in their places; the ocean heaved 
and splashed; the mountains too trembled and shook as if an earthquake had caused 
the ground beneath them to vibrate and shake’. (6) 


[Note—'The ‘spring season’ is known for a wide variety of colourful flowers and 
leaves that cover the earth. This metaphor is used to give an idea of the wide variety 
in the rank and file of the demon army—its many breeds and colours of horses, its 
many types of war elephants, the different types of chariots and other vehicles, as well 
as the multitudes of colourful dresses and headgears that its soldiers wore. 


“These eight Diggajs hold the earth from below in the following eight corners: north, 
north-east, east, south-east, south, south-west, west and north-west. 


`The idea is that the vibrations caused by the marching of such a huge army of 
demons had caused the earth to shake and tremble as if an earthquake had occurred 
with its epicenter in Lanka.] 


Sot Ty cfe Tas wur ped rend SRI stapes N 9 Al 
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uthi renu rabi gaya'u chapa't. maruta thakita basudha akula'. 7. 
panava nisana ghora rava bajahim. pralaya samaya ke ghana janu gajahim. 
8. 


Such a huge amount of dust was kicked up in the sky that it formed a thick blanket of 
cloud that obscured the sun, the air became still (1.e. there was a stifling feeling that 
one gets before a gigantic dust storm strikes; the proverbial ‘lull before the storm’), 
and the earth became agitated (i.e. there were tremors that shook the bowls of the 
earth). (7) 


War trumpets and kettle-drums were sounded with such a deafening din that it looked 
as if the clouds of doomsday were rumbling and thundering threateningly. (8) 
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bheri naphiri baja sahana'l. maru raga subhata sukhada'. 9. 
kehari nada bira saba karahim. nija nija bala paurusa uccarahim. 10. 
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Tabors, clarionets and trumpets were being played with martial tunes that pleased and 
infused zeal and enthusiasm amongst the warriors, inspiring them with the spirit of 
dare devilry, and to confidently face the enemy with the will to ‘either kill them or die 
themselves’. (9) 


All the demon warriors are extolling their own martial qualities with a loud voice 
even as they raise huge war cries as if hordes of lions were roaring angrily. (10) 


Hes CAMA GE WED | Aag UT enfe ch SST 9 I 
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kaha'i dasanana sunahu subhatta. mardahu bhalu kapinha ke thatta. 11. 
haum mariha'um bhüpa dvau bhā'. asa kahi sanmukha phauja rénga’. 12. 
yaha sudhi sakala kapinha jaba pa'l. dha'e kari raghubira doha't. 13. 


[Ravana must have surely felt glad and encouraged when he saw the enthusiasm in his 
army. So therefore—] The ten-headed Ravana addressed his soldiers as follows: 
‘Listen all of you brave and valiant warriors. While you destroy the monkey hordes 
[11], I will endeavour to kill the two brothers (Lord Ram and Laxman).’ 

Giving his army this instruction, he ordered them to move ahead with the 
attack and launch the offensive [12]. (11-12) 


As soon as the monkeys heard of this (that the demon army has launched its attack), 
they invoked the glory of Lord Ram and rushed forward to engage the enemy and 
retaliate viciously (with a determination to hit back and decimate the demon army). 


(13) 
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nakha dasana saila mahadrumayudha sabala sanka na manahim. 3. 
jaya rama ravana matta gaja mrgaraja sujasu bakhanahim. 4. 


Those huge-bodied and ferocious monkey and bear warriors (markata bhalu), who 
personified the god of death himself, dashed forward as if huge winged mountains of 
various sizes and shapes were flying to their destination’. (Chanda line nos. 1-2) 


Their large and pointed nails and teeth were their natural arms; besides this, they 
carried huge rocks that were as large as small mountains, as well as trees as additional 
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weapons of attack. All of them were fearless and gallant warriors who feared none, no 
matter how mighty and powerful their opponent might be. (Chanda line no. 3) 


They were extolling the glories of Lord Ram who was like a lion vis-a-vis a the wild 
elephant symbolized by Ravana’. (Chanda line no. 4) 


[Note—'To wit, the monkey and bear warriors were moving swiftly; they had such 
colossus bodies that they looked like mountains on the move. And when they would 
clash with the oncoming demon warriors, who themselves were of equal size and 
ferocity, it would be like a duel between two giants or two huge mountains dashing 
against each other. 


“To wit, just like a fearless lion can easily overcome a wild elephant, the monkey and 
bear warriors were praising the glories of Lord Ram who would easily vanquish 
Ravana who is compared here to a wild and rogue elephant. ] 


a0. wg fefu wa wires ht Prt Prot ST TPT i 
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duhu disi jaya jayakara kari nija nija jori jani. 
bhiré bira ita ramahi uta ravanahi bakhani. 79. 


The final moment of the clash arrived when the two sides raised loud war cries 
glorifying their respective Lords; on this side the monkeys and bears were extolling 
the virtues of Lord Ram, and on the other side the demons were doing the same for 
Ravana, even as they met each other head-on and engaged themselves in a fierce close 
combat with their opponents, with each warrior clashing with his opposing partner 
very ferociously. (Doha no. 79) 


"dio. Wed tet fara wast 1 eRe ferien vers steer u$ ui 
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caupat. 


ravanu rathi biratha raghubira. dekhi bibhisana bhaya'u adhira. 1. 
adhika priti mana bha sandeha. bandi carana kaha sahita saneha. 2. 


When Vibhishan observed that Ravana was on a mighty war chariot while Lord Ram 
had no such privilege, for the Lord was on foot, he became very worried and 
alarmed’. (1) 


Vibhishan had great affection for the Lord, and the alarming prospect of the Lord 
having to fight a ferocious do-or-die battle while walking on foot, whilst his enemy 
had the privilege of mounting a war chariot that was not only fully armed but also 
gave him the added advantage of rapid maneuverability and protection, made 
Vibhishan feel very disconcerted; he developed doubts in his mind and became 
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worried in his heart (about the chances of Lord Ram being successful against his 
enemy in the face of such great odds)’. 

So therefore, he bowed before the holy feet of the Lord and paid his obeisance 
to him, and then observed as follows—(2) 


[Note—'Vibhishan was very worried and felt disconcerted when he observed that 
Lord Ram was on foot while the great demon king Ravana was riding a strong and 
well-provisioned war chariot. It was an unequal combat which caused Vibhishan a lot 
of consternation and doubts about the Lord’s success. He expressed his fears to the 
Lord, and the answer that Lord Ram gave him concerning the chariot that is needed to 
win a battle is very different than one thinks it to be. Here the Lord is alluding to the 
‘battle that a creature has to fight every single day of his life on earth’, and the 
‘chariot’ he describes are the stellar qualities and excellent virtues that a person ought 
to inculcate in himself in order to win the symbolic battle of life and ace all the life’s 
hurdles, to become stronger and emerge victorious at the end of the day. 


“It ought to be noted here that only Vibhishan got worried because Lord Ram had no 
war chariot at his disposal; none of the monkeys and bears were concerned at all. Why 
so? It is because the monkeys and bears had never seen Lord Ram or his brother 
Laxman mounting a chariot till; nearly half of the war was won, and it was done while 
both the brothers were on foot. 

They had witnessed the ferocious battle between Lord Ram and 
Kumbharkaran while the Lord was on foot; similarly they had witnessed the no-holds 
barred battle between Laxman and Meghanad while the former was on foot. They had 
seen Lord Ram and Laxman arriving in Kishkindha on foot, and then leading the 
attack on the demon army from the front as their commander-in-chief while being on 
foot. 

The monkeys and bears themselves fought and won the many great battles 
without the privilege of a chariot, arms and armaments, or any other paraphernalia of 
warfare such as horses, elephants etc. that an army is supposed to have, and which the 
demons did have. They were accustomed to fighting and winning wars using natural 
means at their disposal, such as teeth, nails, rocks, boulders, trees, and the might and 
punch of their own muscular bodies. 

These monkeys and bears had witnessed how Lord Ram had shot one single 
arrow that dismantled the crown and the royal umbrella over the head of Ravana, 
along with breaking to pieces the ear-rings of Mandodar, his queen. {Apropos: Ram 
Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 13—to 
Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 14.} 

They had also seen how the Lord had remained calm and poised on the battle- 
field while tackling Meghanad and overcoming his tricks with a pleasant smile; the 
Lord had shot one arrow that pierced through the veil of illusions that Meghanad had 
created, dispelling all fears of his army. (Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, 
Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes Doha no. 51—to Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes 
Doha no. 52.) 

Kumbhakaran was Ravana's brother; he had the same sort of physical features 
like Ravana. He was colossal in size, was most vicious and ruthless, and had dark 
muscular body like that of a giant. When Kumbhakaran stood before Lord Ram he 
towered above him like a giant colossus, dwarfing the Lord like an ant standing 
before an elephant. But the giant and fearsome form of the enemy did not scare the 
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Lord any wee whit, for he bravely faced Kumbhakran and ultimately slayed him; 
Kumbhakaran’s size and ferocity did not deter Lord Ram. 

To wit, the monkeys and bears were not at all concerned that Lord Ram was 
on foot while Ravana was riding a formidable war chariot. They were confident that if 
the need arose then they would dump a heavy mountain on the chariot and crush it to 
a pulp, pulverizing Ravana along with it. 

But Vibhishan was used to seeing wars being fought using the usual means 
and paraphernalia of war; so he was worried. Even when his brother Ravana had 
launched his many campaigns against the gods of heaven, the fighting was on equal 
terms because the gods too used arms, chariots etc. to battle Ravana and his troops. 

Hence, from the viewpoint of Vibhishan, this was a very unconventional way 
that a war was being fought, with one king (Lord Ram) on foot and the other king 
(Ravana) mounting a chariot! ] 


"Ter ta ale aa Ue aT sl hfe fer fiaa ait aa t 3 I 
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natha na ratha nahim tana pada trana. kehi bidhi jitaba bira balavana. 3. 
sunahu sakha kaha krpanidhana. jehim jaya ho'i so syandana ana. 4. 


[Vibhishan said despondently to Lord Ram—] ‘Oh Lord. You have neither a chariot, 
nor a protective shield or armour for your body, or anything to put on your feet. Say 
then oh Lord, how would you attain victory over this formidable enemy under this 
situation, with the limitations that you face?' (3) 


Lord Ram, who is an embodiment of mercy, compassion and grace, comforted 
Vibhishan with this reply: ‘Listen my friend (sunahu sakha). The chariot that grants 
victory is a different one. [To wit, the chariot that leads a man to victory is different 
from the physical chariot you are talking about.]' (4) 


[Note— What follows is Lord Ram's great Gospel given to Vibhishan on the battle- 
field of Lanka, highlighting the divine qualities and excellent characters that would 
entitle a person to gain victory over the obstacles that he may face in his daily day-to- 
day life in this world, and thereby attain good fame for himself. It points out the 
stellar qualities one ought to inculcate in himself in order to attain success in all his 
endeavours and fields of activity in life. These are noble virtues that make a man great 
and worthy; they hand-hold him and take him successfully across the rough sea of 
life; they help him attain stability of mind and confidence in himself while facing the 
many inconsistencies and contingencies of life. 

This wonderful discourse can be called *The Chariot Of God—the Dharma 
Ratha" as it has a divine spiritual message for the whole world, a message that can 
transform the life of the people and the world as a whole, bringing heaven right at our 
doorsteps if taken seriously by everyone. 

Vibhishan was talking about a war chariot, but Lord Ram used this 
opportunity to teach him about the principles of obtaining success in all spheres of life 
and come out victorious from the battle symbolized by the constant miseries and 
torments that a man faces in this world in his life. The Lord explained to him the 
grand principles of morality, ethics, righteousness, propriety and probity—in essence, 
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the laws of Dharma that protects a person like body-armour, can be used by him to 
vanquish all his negative and sinful tendencies as well as the thick layer of faults and 
blemishes that have accumulated around his Atma due to these sins and demeanours, 
because they act like a formidable enemy for a man. A physical enemy can at the 
most harm a person’s body which is nevertheless mortal and perishable, but the lack 
of good virtues are like an internal enemy that kills the prospects of his Atma from 
finding peace, bliss, tranquility, happiness and liberty. 

It is interesting to note that Lord Ram is honoured as being ‘one who is an 
abode of mercy, kindness and grace’ (‘Kripaanidhaan’—‘Kripaa’ means mercy and 
kindness; *Nidhaan' means an abode). This is to indicate that the Lord is gracious and 
kind enough to use this opportunity of removing the doubts of Vibhishan to preach to 
the world at large something of great value which would be of great help for the rest 
of the creatures to overcome formidable obstacles that all of them face in their lives in 
this world to a greater or lesser degree. The principles outlined by the Lord will act as 
a guide and moral reference manual for all of them to show them the path of victory 
in life and how to surmount all obstacles and hurdles easily so that victory is obtained 
by them against all odds. 

Another point to note is that Lord Ram addresses Vibhishan as a ‘friend’— 
implying that he is about to reveal some secrets of success in life to him because 
Vibhishan is his friend, and therefore a saintly person. Spiritual secrets should be told 
to a competent person only, for otherwise it is wasteful to tell unworthy people. And 
being the Lord’s friend, Vibhishan must be assured that the Lord will undoubtedly 
win the war, and that he need not harbour unnecessary worries as these will have a 
negative impact on morale. 

This discourse resonates with the one that Lord Krishna gave to Arjun on the 
battle-field of Kurushetra that came to be known as the famed ‘Gita of Krishna’. 

Meanwhile, we shall read by-and-by that the gods did send a divine chariot to 
Lord Ram during the final phases of the battle with Ravana—apropos: Ram Charit 
Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-5 that precede Doha no. 89.] 


ies atest ae Ta Urea Ded ler FS AGT Were I & Ii 


sauraja dhiraja tehi ratha caka. satya sila drrha dhvaja pataka. 5. 


[Lord Ram now describes the various parts that constitute the glorious ‘Chariot of 
Dharma’. 

These parts are metaphoric representations of the golden rules of conduct and 
grand qualities that a person must possess in order to be successful in life and 
overcome all obstacles that he faces during the course of his life in this tumultuous 
world. Riding a symbolic chariot that is made up of these auspicious virtues, any 
person is sure to obtain victory in the long battle against all odds in this life to emerge 
victorious and glorious. | 


The two noble virtues of ‘Sauraj’ (valour; bravery) and ‘Dhiraj’ (courage; patience; 
resilience; fortitude; forbearance) are the two metaphoric or symbolic wheels of this 
Chariot (which takes a person to his moral victory and gives him glory and conquest 
against all odds in life). 
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The two flags or standards flying on this Chariot are the two virtues of ‘Satya’ 
(truthfulness and honesty) and ‘Sheel’ (good character and conduct; politeness, 
civility and courteousness; humility, good manners and etiquette). (5) 


[Note—As we have by now read, Lord Ram is describing a symbolic ‘Chariot of 
Dharma’. Just like a warrior is able to obtain victory against a formidable enemy if he 
is provided with a strong war-chariot, any person who rides a Chariot of Dharma is 
able to conquer the world as well as vanquish all his enemies represented by all the 
various hurdles that he faces in life to emerge victorious and glorious. 

Just like any ordinary chariot, the fabulous Chariot of Dharma also consists of 
various parts, and all of them are necessary to make the complete Chariot. In other 
words, a person must inculcate all of them in his life, give all of them equal 
importance and attention, for even if one fails to reach the required standard the 
Chariot of Dharma will be weakened to that extent. And then chances of total and 
comprehensive success in life will be reduced to the extent that any of these virtues 
are lacking in strength. 

Even as any ordinary chariot needs two robust wheels to move, the Chariot of 
Dharma needs the two primary virtues of *Sauraj' and ‘Dhiraj’ to enable the person to 
ride to his victory. Obviously it is true—for without courage and fortitude, without 
patience and resilience no one can expect any big and sustainable success in life. 

In ancient times, chariots had only two wheels instead of four, whether they 
were war chariots or civilian chariots. This is endorsed in the first of the four Vedas, 
i.e. the most ancient one known as the Rik Veda, which describe such chariots—the 
war chariot is described in its Mandal 6, Sukta (hymn) no. 75, and the civilian chariot 
in its Mandal 10, Sukta no. 85. 

The two virtues of ‘Satya’ and ‘Sheel’ make him honourable and respected in 
society; a person who has these two virtues is shown the highest adoration in this 
world. Any success that is obtained by pretensions and deceit is dishonorable and 
contemptible. Then, success should not make a man pride, haughty and arrogant—1.e. 
he should have ‘Sheel’ in him inspite of the glories he acquires. This goes on to 
fortify his conquest—for if he is truthful and trustworthy as well as polite and kind, he 
is lauded and remembered for generations to come after he is dead and gone. 
Otherwise he is loathed and despised by all, even by them who praise him out of fear 
of reprisals. 

The flag mounted on the chariot of a king stands for his authority, glory and 
fame. It is seen from far away even though the chariot is yet not visible. Hence, if a 
man has Satya and Sheel in his character, then his name and glory spreads to even the 
world’s remotest corner inspite of his never setting foot there in his life. This is 
tantamount to the conquest of the world—a conquest in which not a single drop of 
blood is shed. For instance, Lord Buddha’s glory and name has spread over the world 
even though he did not move anywhere, and preached non-violence in deed and 
words. 

During a war, if the standard or flag of the king falls it symbolizes his defeat; 
the army surrenders or flees as soon as the flag is felled. Similarly, if a man 
compromises with these two noble virtues of Satya and Sheel, than he is deemed to be 
as good as being defeated. ] 


wer fateh eu Ute SL | GAT HUT AAA Tay Y GU 
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bala bibēka dama parahita ghore. chamā krpa samata raju jore. 6. 


This Chariot of Dharma has four magnificent horses—they are the four noble virtues 
of ‘Bal’ (strength; power; authority; force; energy; dynamism), ‘Vivek’ (wisdom; 
discriminatory powers and abilities; intelligence; rationality; discretion), ‘Dam’ (self- 
restraint; self-control), and ‘Parhita’ (to do good to other; be diligent towards other’s 
welfare, happiness and well-being; benevolence, graciousness and magnanimity). 

The reins or fasteners that tie them together and keep them in order are the 
three grand virtues of ‘Kshamaa’ (forgiveness), ‘Kripaa’ (mercy; grace; compassion), 
and ‘Samtaa’ (equanimity; equality; evenness of mind) (6) 


[Note—Next important part of a chariot is the horse. The Chariot of Dharma is pulled 
by these four symbolic horses representing the four glorious virtues as listed above. In 
other words, one must carry on with his life and its duties energetically and without 
losing courage and patience (‘Bal’), taking all decisions wisely, intelligently and 
rationally (‘Vivek’), all the while exercising great self-control over the mind and the 
sense organs of the body and keeping them under tight leash to prevent them from 
falling prey to temptations and other traps laid out by the deluding world (‘Dam’), and 
be mindful about the welfare and well-being of the creature around him so that any of 
his actions or deeds or words may not harm them in true spirit of non-violence as well 
as the eclectic philosophy of non-duality whereby one is expected to see the same 
Supreme Being in each individual living being known as the Jiva (“Parhita’). 

If a man has these four virtues in him, his chariot of life is driven smoothly 
like a physical chariot in which the horses are well trained and tamed. 

Then again, the reins that are used to control the horses are symbolized by the 
three virtues of forgiveness and tolerance (‘Kshamaa’), compassion, mercy and grace 
(‘Kripaa’), and equanimity and evenness of mind (‘Samtaa’). A charioteer knows the 
wisdom of maintaining his cool and poise when riding a chariot—he has to control the 
horses, keep an eye on the road, skirt dangers such as holes and obstacles on the path, 
and avoid hurting passers-by. Even if some of the horses act wildly, even if the people 
met in the way act rudely or make disparaging remarks, the charioteer should not lose 
his cool and mind, for if he gets angry and loses his composure at provocations he 
will not be properly able to focus on riding the chariot which would start rocking and 
ultimately leas to some sort of accident, minor or major. 

Therefore, to ensure that the Chariot of Dharma reaches its destination 
comfortably, the wise person must inculcate these virtues along with other virtues also 
because any chariot can reach its destination only when it is pulled by horses, and 
these horses need to be tamed, and properly harnessed and bridled. 

The first virtue listed in this line is ‘Bal’ which literally means strength, force, 
powers and authority that a person possesses. There are said to be seven kinds of 
Bals—viz. (i) ‘Vairagya Bal'—the stupendous moral and spiritual strength that comes 
with true renunciation, detachment, dispassion and non-involvement in any thing 
related to this mundane, deluding and mortal world of sense objects and their 
allurements; (11) 'Shaarirak Bal'—or the strength, stamina, vigour, energy, dynamism, 
potent, valour and abilites of the physical body, such as the strength of one's arm and 
that which comes with a muscular body; (iii) ‘Buddhi Bal’—or the strength of one’s 
intellect and wisdom; (iv) ‘Tapa Bal'—or the astounding mystical powers that one 
accesses by doing Tapa, which means austerity, penance and sufferance of hardship 
for some noble cause which hardens a man from the inside; (v) * Yoga Bal'—or the 
fabulous mystical powers that come to a person by the virtue of his doing Yoga, 
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which means doing meditation in a comprehensive manner as this bestows stupendous 
powers to its practitioner; (vi) ‘Sainya Bal’—or the power that comes with a strong 
army of a kingdom; and (vii) ‘Atma Bal’—or the inherent strength that the Atma 
possesses, which can be translated as self-confidence and grit. 

The second virtue is ‘Vivek’ which literally means wisdom, intelligence, an 
analytical mind, and the ability to discriminate between the right and the wrong. It 
also incorporates the ability to have insight and foresight. If a man possesses these 
virtues then naturally he is able to smoothly overcome all problems if life because he 
analyses each development and selects the best course of action that will suit his 
objectives in life. Such a man is never acts in haste and impulse; his actions are well- 
thought of and planned. 

The third virtue is ‘Dam’ meaning self-restraint and self-control. This is a very 
important instrument in the hands of a person to by-pass many problems in life that 
are easily overcome or avoided by merely exercising restraint over one’s emotions 
and body. This virtue helps one to overcome temptations and entanglements with the 
world of material objects and their multifarious delusions and false charms. ‘Dam’ 
helps prevent greed and yearning; it helps get rid of such negativity as jealousy, envy 
and malice; it fosters peace and contentment of the mind; it prevents the mind to be 
wayward and instead helps it to be focused on the job at hand. 

The fourth virtue is *Parhita—or keeping in mind the good and well-being of 
others. This naturally fosters goodwill and brotherhood; a man who thinks good of 
others is invariably liked by everyone, and even his opponents fear annoying him as 
they know that the society will take his side. There is no better principle of Dharma as 
thinking and doing good of others, and to make others suffer is the worst sin one can 
commit—refer: Ram Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes 
Doha no. 41 wherein Lord Ram has himself endorsed this virtue of 'Parhita in a 
person as being the best one. 

The next three virtues of ‘Kshamaa’ (forgiveness), ‘Kripaa’ (benevolence, 
grace, mercy and compassion) and 'Samtaa' (equanimity and forbearance; treating 
everyone and everything alike) go hand in hand. If a person has them, he is elevated 
to an exalted position in the world that would be no less than that of Lord Ram 
himself, because the Lord is famous as being an ocean of these three grand and 
eclectic moral and spiritual virtues. 

Usually it is observed that when one becomes powerful and strong, when one 
acquires authority and fame by observance of the other virtues, then these three 
virtues become the first casualty. To possess them in addition to the other great 
virtues mentioned in this line ensures that a man is eligible for getting acclaim and 
honour that come with being truly successful in life. 

An interesting point emerges by reading this verse. It mentions four horses but 
only three fasteners. The question arises how are the four horses controlled by mere 
three fasteners? Well, in war-chariots, two horses are bridled in the front row, and just 
behind them is the pair of the other two horses. The horses in the front row are tied 
together by two fasteners on either side, while those behind them in the second row 
need only one fastener as they follow their companions in the front. Another 
interpretation is that the horses are bridled on the right and the left by two strong 
fasteners, and a third is used to guide them in the straight direction. A charioteer has 
three reins in his hands with which he is able to manoeuvre the chariot in any 
direction he wishes—to the right, to the left and straight ahead. The implication is 
clear—the Chariot of Dharma must be controlled by observing the three cardinal 
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principles of Kshamaa, Kripaa and Samtaa. Otherwise it will be rocked and go out of 
control. 

Another interesting observation is the placement of the four horses. The first 
pair of horses is represented by the first two virtues of ‘Bal’ and ‘Vivek’; they are 
fastened by the first two fasteners of ‘Kshamaa’ and ‘Kripaa’. Behind them are the 
two horses represented by the other two pair of virtues, viz. ‘Dam’ and ‘Parhita’, and 
they are fastened by ‘Samtaa’. This sequence is deduced from the way these virtues 
are mentioned in the verse itself.] 


Ja a mme Gat dfenfe eri iere PAMT t 9 i 


isa bhajanu sarathi sujana. birati carma santosa krpana. 7. 


[Now, after describing the chariot, Lord Ram describes who the charioteer 1s.] 
Worshipping the Lord God and having devotion, affection and adoration for 
him is the symbolic the clever and expert charioteer of this divine Chariot. 
The virtue of ‘Virati’ (Vairagya or renunciation, detachment and dispassion) is 
the strong shield, and the virtue of ‘Santosh’ (satisfaction; contentment) is like the 
sword. (7) 


[Note—The charioteer is the person who is responsible for guiding the chariot and 
taking the warrior to his victory in the battle. So, if a person has devotion for Lord 
God, if he worships the Lord with faith and sincerity, then it is sure that the Lord God 
would protect him and guide his destiny to victory against all odds and tumult of life. 
One must offer his security and future in the trustworthy, strong, expert and caring 
hands of the Lord even as a warrior reposes his in the hands of an expert and wise 
charioteer. 

The fact that when one leaves his destiny and welfare in the hands of Lord 
Ram, the incarnate Supreme Being, the latter takes full responsibility for the former is 
endorsed in Ram Charit Manas, 1/39/5 which essentially says that “none of the 
obstacles of life create any problem for a man on whom Lord Ram looks 
benevolently". And the Lord looks mercifully and benevolently and graciously, with 
special care and attention, on those who have surrendered themselves to the Lord and 
have deep love, devotion, trust and faith in him, who worship the Lord as their only 
solace and succour—refer: Ram Charit Manas (i) Aranya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1 
and 5 that precede Doha no. 36 when Lord Ram has preached Sabari; (ii) Aranya 
Kand, Chaupai line nos. 4-5 that precedes Doha no. 43 when Lord Ram preached 
Narad; and (iii) Ayodhya Kand, Doha no. 129 along with Chaupai line nos. 4-6 that 
precede it, Doha no. 130 along with Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes it, and then Doha 
no. 131 where sage Valmiki has listed the places where Lord Ram should live. 

Obviously, when the almighty Lord of creation favours a person and vows to 
take care of him, no other force will be able to disturb his peace of mind or harm his 
interests. 

Now, we have a strong chariot, well-trained and tamed horses, a strong rein, 
and an expert charioteer. What is now needed by the warrior is his personal armour 
and weapon. These are described next—the shield is represented by the virtue of 
*Virati', and the sword by ‘Santosh’ as narrated in this verse. The shield is used to 
protect oneself against harm, and the sword is used to cut through the ranks of the 
attacking enemy. 
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If one has inculcated the eclectic virtue of detachment and dispassion, then he 
is able to overcome all temptations and allurements of the world, as well as the 
constantly annoying desire of the sense organs of his body seeking self gratification. 
The virtue of ‘Virati’ helps him to ward off all sorts of delusions and temptations, and 
the sword of ‘Santosh’ aids him in this endeavour to cut off any remaining residual 
effects of delusions that may be lurking and manage to sneak in unnoticed to corrupt 
his mind and sub-conscious. 

It happens usually that one is able to turn away from temptations in the first 
instance, but later on his sub-conscious mind keeps nagging at him to yield ground. 
We can understand this phenomenon by a simple example. Suppose a man is advised 
by his doctor to avoid sweets. When a delicious sweetmeat is brought to him in platter 
full, he may resist the temptation of indulging in it right then and turns his head away, 
but his sub-conscious will not forget the dish so easily and would keep on nagging at 
him till the time he surreptitiously binges on the box of the sweet stored in the fridge 
in the kitchen. Otherwise he wouldn’t be able to sleep peacefully. This is what is 
meant in this verse. Even if a wise man is able to overcome all temptations and 
allurements of the world at the first sight by employing his grand virtue of ‘Virati’, he 
still needs the sword of ‘Santosh’ to overcome their long-term lingering effects. 

A sword cuts on both sides; it is swung right, left and vertical. In other words, 
with practicing the virtue of Santosh, the spiritual aspirant is able to conquer the three 
main enemies of his, viz. ‘Kaam’ (passions and lust; desires and yearnings; greed and 
rapacity), ‘Krodha’ (anger that comes when Kaam is not fulfilled or requited), and 
‘Moha’ (attractions, attachments and infatuations that Kaam generates). This 
observation is endorsed in Ram Charit Manas as follows—(1) Greed dries up 
contentment; hence to use the latter to cut off the former before it attacks is important: 
refer—Kishkindha Kand, Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes Doha no. 16; (ii) Without 
Santosh it is not possible to eliminate Kaam: refer—Uttar Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 
that precedes Doha no. 90; (iii) One's anger, the desire to use strong language against 
one's opponent and wreak vengeance upon him continues to increase if one is not 
satisfied fully and happy that his opponent has been sufficiently humiliated or 
defeated: refer—Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 274.] 


am urd ae af west ps ferum Hist HISST I £I 


dana parasu budhi sakti pracanda. bara bigyana kathina kodanda. 8. 


The virtue of being charitable, making donations and giving alms liberally, known as 
‘Daan’, is the strong battle-axe. 

The ‘Buddhi’ (sharp intellect and discriminatory powers; the analytical and 
rational mind) is like the most powerful and potent Shakti (energized arrow; a sharp 
spear). 

And a highly developed ‘Vigyan’ (deep knowledge of anything; the ability to 
have insight into anything in order to understand that aspect of it which is subtle and 
hidden from view) is akin to a strong and robust bow. (8) 


[Note—Here we have three powerful weapons—the battle-axe, the arrow or spear, 
and the bow. The bow is held in the hand; the arrow and the spear are thrown at the 
enemy; and the battle-axe is used both ways. 
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‘Daan’ is one of the four main forms of Dharma as described in Ram Charit 
Manas, Uttar Kand, Doha no. 103 Kha which says—‘“Dharma has four limbs (‘Satya’ 
or truthfulness, *Dayaa' or mercy, ‘Tapa’ or austerity, and ‘Daan’ or giving of alms 
and making charity), but in Kali-Yug (i.e. in the present era of the 4-era one cycle of 
creation and destruction) Daan is the main limb of Dharma. One should therefore 
make charities and give alms to the best of his ability.” 

In this verse, ‘Daan’ is described as being equivalent to the battle-axe because 
it makes even one’s enemy as one’s friend. Charity and magnanimity makes a man 
endeared to all, even his opponent is subdued by his attitude. A charitable man is 
welcomed everywhere, and everyone comes forward to help him should he himself 
fall on bad times. This noble virtue in any man acts to protect him against all 
misfortunes that may befall him in life—hence it is likened to an axe. Again, since 
donations are made and charities are given by the man using his own hand, the similie 
is apt. 

‘Buddhi’ is used by a wise man to deal with the current situation as well as 
plan for the future. It is used by a wise man to overcome sticky situations and avoid 
such eventualities from occurring in the future. Even the greatest of difficulties are 
overcome with intelligent handling of any situation, while foolishness lands a man in 
grave trouble unnecessarily. This is metaphorically depicted in the form of an arrow 
and a spear. The ‘arrow’ is thrown at the enemy, while the ‘spear’ is used either by 
throwing or holding in hand. The reach of the arrow is far longer as compared to the 
spear. So, ‘Buddhi’ helps a wise man to overcome difficulties of life in the short as 
well as the long run. 

But Buddhi cannot work alone; it works together with ‘Vigyan’. This is the 
metaphoric ‘bow’. Even as one needs a bow to use the arrow, one needs Vigyan to use 
the Buddhi properly. 

In other words, intelligence, wisdom, knowledge, deep insight, analytical and 
discriminatory abilities, the ability to decide what is the correct and right path and 
what is not, to have insight and foresight, to be conscientious and sensitive, and such 
other grand virtues of the mind and sub-conscious—all must work in coordination to 
help a person to reach his goal in life. ] 


Set stat A aT aT DISP rae facie AMT U 9 N 


amala acala mana trona samana. sama jama niyama silimukha nana. 9. 


The Mana (mind and heart) that is clean, pure, steady and stable is like the quiver. 

The grand virtues of ‘Sham’ (control of the mind), ‘Yam’ (self-control and 
abstinence that leads to quietitude and peace of the mind), and ‘Niyam’ (observance 
of various religious duties, vows and sacraments) are like the many arrows (in the 
quiver that the warrior carries and uses). (9) 


[Note—A clear and stable mind can think properly. If it is fickle and unsteady, it will 
make the man fidgety and restless. Steadiness of mind and purity of heart are the 
essential requirements to be successful in any enterprise, because this makes the entire 
endeavour righteous and auspicious. In the field of Yoga it is unequivocally stated 
that the purity of mind and heart are essential for success in it because they help the 
aspirant to fully concentrate his attention on the subject that he deals with, without 
wavering and jumping from one subject to another and landing no where. 
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A warrior carries many types of arrows. Thus, a reference is made here to the 
various limbs of Yoga which work together to help the practitioner achieve his 
objective for which he had started doing Yoga in the first place—to find peace, to find 
spiritual enlightenment and freedom, and to establish oneness between his own ‘self? 
known as the Atma and the cosmic ‘Self? known as the Parmatma or the Supreme 
Atma which is equivalent to realisation of the Supreme Consciousness. 

The Upanishads dealing with the concept of Yoga as well as Patanjali's 
Yogsutra explain these different limbs of Yoga cited in the present verse. Now let us 
examine the virtues of Sham, Yam, Niyam etc. in brief. 

There are said to be eight steps or branches or limbs or paths of Yoga as 
follows—Yam, Niyam, Aasan, Pranyam, Prayahar, Dharna, Dhyan and Samadhi. 

(1) Yam—broadly meaning self restraint and it covers such virtues as non- 
violence (Ahinsa), honesty and truthfulness (Stya), abhorring theft (Asteya), 
abstinence, celibacy and detachment from passions (Brahmacharya), and non- 
accumulation and non-possession (Aparigraha). 

(ii) Niyam—or observance of principles or codes of conduct in a religious 
pursuit. Such as having good habits and contentment, observing austerities and doing 
penances, self-study of scriptures, following a righteous, virtuous and noble way of 
life, and etc. 

According to Skanda Puran, the * Yam and Niyam’ mentioned above are ten, 
and they have been described in Skanda Puran in these words:- 


The ten ‘Yams’ are—truthfulness, forgiveness, simplicity, Dhyan (meditation, 
concentration of the mind), lack of cruelty (or presence of compassion and mercy), 
forsaking violence, restraint of mind and sense organs, pleasant demeanors and sweet 
towards all). 

The ten ‘Niyams’ are—cleanliness/ablution, bath (purification of body), Tapa 
(austerities, penances, sufferings), alms and charities, keeping silence, Yagya 
(sacrifices, religious rituals), self study, observance of vows, keeping fasts, celibacy. 
(Skanda Puran, Bra. Dha. Ma. 5/19-21). 

The 10 Yams and 10 Niyams—These have been described in (i) the Varaaha 
Upanishad of Krishna Yajur Veda tradition, Canto 5, verse nos 11-14; and (11) the 
Shandilya Upanishad of Atharva Veda, Canto 1, sections 1-2. 

The Shandilya Upanishad of Atharva Veda, Canto 1, section 1 lists the ten 

Yams and section 2 lists the ten Niyams as follows— 
“Canto 1, section 1 = The eight branches of Yoga are the following—Yam (self- 
control), Niyam (observation of spiritual laws or rules), Aasan (sitting postures), 
Pranayam (breath control), Pratyahar (restraint of the mind), Dharna (belief), Dhyan 
(concentration of mind; remembrance) and Samadhi (trance-like state of permanence 
in Yoga). 

Yam and Niyam are of ten types each, Aasans are of eight types, Pranayam 
has three phases, both Pratyahar and Dharna have five types each, Dhyan is of two 
types, while Samadhi is of only one type with no variations. 

The ten types or aspects of Yam are the following—Ahinsa (non-violence), 
Satya (truthfulness), Asteya (non-stealing), Brahmacharya (abstinence, continence, 
celibacy), Daya (mercy), Saralta (simplicity, humility), Kshama (forgiveness), 
Dhairya (patience), Alpa-ahar (moderation in eating), and Pavitra (purity and 
cleanliness). 

[Now, each of these terms are being defined—] ‘Ahinsa’ means not harming 
or causing pain to any creature, at any time, and by any means—not by one’s thoughts 
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or involvement of the mind in any way, not by speech or words, not by the body and 
its actions. [That is, non-violence should be holistic and comprehensive in nature—it 
is not limited to only avoiding physical cruelty or aggression but also includes mental 
and verbal aspects. | 

‘Satya’ means to tell, honestly, truthfully and with the greatest sincerity one 
can have, whatever is for the good and true welfare of the other person, whether he 
likes it or not. This would involve the mind and its thoughts, the speech and the words 
used to tell the truth, and the body that implements this truth in the shape of deeds 
done by it and actions taken by it. [That is, Satya involves not telling things simply 
because they might appear pleasing to the hearer, or said out of some vested interest at 
stake, but to say things which are genuinely in the interest and long-term good of the 
other person. Such things might be unpleasant to hear in the beginning and might 
even cause rebuke or ill-will for the speaker of the truth, but they give the speaker or 
the advisor great mental and spiritual satisfaction for having spoken the truth without 
deceit or fear, besides helping to create positive vibrations around him, and ushering 
in an atmosphere of trust and brotherhood. ] 

‘Asteya’ broadly means non-stealing, and it includes the idea of keeping one’s 
self aloof from the wealth of others, of not being attracted towards such assets that do 
not rightly belong to one’s own self, of eyeing the wealth of others with envy and 
jealousy, of having a greed for them, yearning for them, and waiting for an 
opportunity to either harm them or deprive the other person of his possessions, or 
usurping and grabbing the assets rightfully belonging to others by any crooked or 
deceitful means one can think of. This neutrality and non-lusting must be genuine and 
sincere, and should involve one’s mind and its thoughts, one’s speech, as well as 
one’s body and the deeds done by it or actions taken by it. One should be sincere in 
not being tempted by the wealth of others, and of course this would involve the mind 
and the sub-conscious which must be duly trained and cultured. [That is, one must 
never be envious of other people’s prosperity and acquisitions; one must never allow 
the mind to ever contemplate of harming these assets or plan to grab them by force or 
conceit. Similarly, one must never allow the speech to ever utter a word of jealousy 
and say anything that might harm these assets simply because they belong to others, 
or create prejudice against the rightful possessor of such assets. One must not allow 
the body to do anything that would in anyway, directly or indirectly, cause harm to 
the assets that belong to others. Since the general meaning of the word ‘Asteya’ is 
‘non-stealing’ it follows that even mental greed or yearning for something that 
belongs to others, and imagining how good it would have been if it belonged to me, is 
as good as the actual stealing of it. When the Upanishads talk about implementation 
of any principle, they imply a wholesome attitude and a holistic approach towards it, 
and not only physical aspect of it such as its literal implementation which is devoid of 
the spirit of the doctrine. Not physically able to steal anything but be mentally 
obsessive about it is as good as actually stealing it. In other words, the purity of mind, 
sub-conscious and intellect are as important as the physical act of abstaining from 
stealing. | 

‘Brahmacharya’ is to abstain from all sexual activities or any kind of 
indulgences and unrestrained behaviour involving the mind, the speech as well as the 
physical body and its sense organs under all circumstances. [That is, mere observance 
of physical celibacy is not enough. One must observe total control over the mind and 
its faculties so that they are not allowed even to think of any lustful subject or indulge 
in any inauspicious, unrighteous, unethical, immoral and improper thoughts related to 
sense gratification or attractions of the material sense objects of the world. One must 
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never think or talk about sensual subjects that arouse passions and disturb the 
tranquility of the mind. One must never allow the gross organs of the body to be 
attracted towards objects of self gratification, or of sensual pleasures and comforts. In 
short, all sensual attractions, all forms of indulgences, all instances of temptations, all 
examples of self-gratification, and all sorts of unrestrained behaviour of the mind, the 
speech and the body are covered by the term Brahmacharya. It means total and 
comprehensive self-restraint or self-control in all spheres of life, and not just of the 
organs of sensual pleasures. ] 

‘Daya’ refers to having compassion and mercy towards all the creatures, to be 
graceful and kind towards all, from the lowly and the humblest to the highest and the 
exalted. 

‘Aarjav’ or ‘Dhairya’ means to have exemplary tolerance, fortitude, courage, 
forbearance, resilience and patience of mind, to be immensely steady in one’s 
thoughts and behaviour, to restrict one’s speech and desist from speaking any wrong 
word against anyone or to anyone, and to keep the body under strict control and not 
react under any kind of provocation or situation, whether favourable or unfavourable. 
It implies that a person remains completely neutral and equanimous when faced by 
favourable and expected circumstances, or by unfavourable and untoward ones. 

‘Kshama’ implies to be truly forgiving and un-affected by any offense caused 
by the other person, to bear with stoic calmness, equanimity, forbearance and a sense 
of neutrality all sorts of behaviour one has to face from others, whether done 
inadvertently or purposely, whether such behaviour is favourable or unfavourable, 
whether it is likable or not. One must be exemplarily calm, unruffled and be forgiving 
towards others, whether one is praised and honoured by them, or criticized and 
humiliated by them. One must be sincerely forgiving for any kind of mischief, any 
kind of misdeed, kind of transgression, any kind of provocative behaviour, any sort of 
insults, aspersions, asides or insinuations inflicted or cast upon him by other person, 
directly or indirectly, or by situations created by his adversary that lead to him being 
subjected to humiliation and insult. Kshama involves remaining unruffled and 
completely calm, both emotionally as well as sentimentally, under all prevailing 
situations and under all instigations. One must not harbour any animosity, ill-will, a 
sense of grievance, a feeling of hatred or a desire for revenge against anyone, or for 
any deed done by the latter, which has in any way harmed one’s own interest or even 
has been a cause of annoyance for him. [Therefore we see that Kshama, Daya and 
Dhairya go hand in hand; one must accompany the other to give meaning to what is 
being said in this great Upanishad. It has already been emphasized that a wholesome 
approach is needed when one reads the Upanishad and hopes to benefit from this 
eclectic and grand philosophy promoted by it.] 

‘Dhriti’ is having equanimity, neutrality, fortitude, firmness and steadiness of 
mind under all circumstances, even when one is subjected to immense emotional 
turmoil, both of the positive kind such as having happiness and joys, as well as of the 
negative kind such as being subjected to immense anguish and pain. [That is, one 
must remain unruffled and maintain one’s poise and calm under opposing situations— 
such as the one when he suffers from some great financial loss or loses his dear and 
near ones on the one hand, or when he begets some great fortune or meets his beloved 
ones unexpectedly on the other hand. | 

‘Alpa-ahar’ is to eat with moderation or restraint. It implies eating only so 
much as to keep one-fourth of the stomach empty. It also implies eating such things 
that are soothing for the system and non-irritating by nature, things that are 
invigorating and energizing for the body. Such eatables are foods that are soothing for 
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the digestive system, as well as sweet, pleasant and comforting for the body in 
general. Some of such eatables are clarified butter (Ghee) of the best quality, 
unadulterated milk, and other such things. 

‘Shauch’ means to be clean and purified both externally as well as internally. 
While external cleanliness can be done by rubbing the body with clay and washing off 
the dirt with water, internal cleanliness and purity is achieved by keeping the mind, 
the sub-conscious and the intellect free from all sorts of taints, corruptions and 
negativities, and instead concentrating their efforts towards auspicious and righteous 
endeavours such as on spiritualism and attainment of the Truth. [Both sorts of 
cleaning are necessary. One should keep the physical body clean because it is the 
residence of the Atma, the pure ‘self’, and if the residence is dirty and filthy it would 
create a negative environment for the Atma, causing the latter restlessness and having 
a negative impact on its nature. Further, the body is regarded as the temple of the Lord 
because this Atma is a miniature form of the cosmic Atma known as the ‘Parmatma’, 
the Supreme Being. Just like a man keeps his place of worship, the ‘shrine’, 
physically clean so as to maintain its sanctity, it is equally important to keep one’s 
body clean as it is the abode of the ‘personal deity’ known as the Atma. But this body 
is driven by the mind and its various faculties, and therefore to ensure that the 
personal shrine of the Atma in the form of the physical body is able to maintain its 
sanctity and credibility it is imperative to keep the internal apparatus clean and 
uncorrupt. If the mind and its components are not clean then no matter how clean the 
external body may be it is of no good to the spiritual aspirant, for sooner rather than 
latter the body would fall prey to the many temptations of the corrupt world and their 
attending delusions. Therefore, all efforts of the mind should be diverted away from 
the falsehoods of the material world of the sense objects and focused on the Atma and 
the universal truth of the conscious ‘self?.] (1). 


“Canto 1, section 2 = 1. The term ‘Niyam’ (literally meaning certain rules and 
regulations that one is strictly expected to follow in order to be successful in one’s 
endeavour) applies to the following observances—Tapa (austerity, penance and 
sufferance for some noble and auspicious cause), Santosh (contentedness), Astik (to 
be a believer), Daan (to give charity and make alms), Ishwar-poojan (worship of 
God), Siddhanta-srawan (listening to the tenets and doctrines of the scriptures being 
explained), Hri (shame, prudence, modesty and self-respect), Mati (thoughts, intellect, 
sense, understanding, inclination, convictions, desires of the mind, and being 
mindfulness of one’s duties and ethical behaviour), Japa (repetition of Mantras), and 
Vrat (religious fasting, observing austerity, keeping righteous vows and strict self- 
control or self-restraint). 

[Now, each of these terms would be explained in a holistic way.] The term 
‘Tapa’ in the context of Yoga (meditation) is to observe various religious sacraments 
such as the ‘Krischa Chandrayan" which helps the body to become thin, energized, 
fit, reactivated and detoxified, as well as shed its unnecessary flab and burden of 
ailments. 

‘Santosh’ means to be satisfied and contented with whatever is available by 
providence, and never to greed or yearn or wish for more. 

‘Aastik’ (believing) implies that one should sincerely believe in what the 
Vedas have said about religion and other spiritual matters. 

‘Daan’ is to give alms to the poor, make donations and charities to the 
deserving, with due respect to the dignity and self respect of the recipient or the 
beneficiary, without expecting anything in return. These charities and donations must 
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be made out of the wealth that has been obtained by rightful means, and which rightly 
belongs to the person who gives such alms, or makes donations or charities. [In other 
words, if charities are made to humiliate others, to demean their spirits and social 
standing, to show them that that they are underprivileged, unfortunate and inferior to 
the donor, to create a situation when the other members of the society become lazy, 
indolent and unproductive in the expectation of getting largesse without making 
efforts to meet their requirements by doing deeds, or to show off one’s wealth and 
majesty, or to reap some sort of worldly fame and name as a philanthropic person etc., 
or if such charities or alms are made out of assets acquired by unlawful and unethical 
means—then such alms, charities and donations are deemed to be null and void. | 

‘Ishwar-poojan’ is to honour, to offer respectful worship and to pay sincere 
obeisance to the Supreme Being in his various manifestations, such as Lord Vishnu 
(the second of the Trinity Gods, the sustainer and protector of creation, and the Lord 
who had manifested as various incarnations on earth) and Lord Shiva (the third of the 
Trinity Gods, the concluder of creation and the patron God of ascetics) amongst 
others. Such worship and honour should be done cheerfully, with great devotion and 
faith, and by following the proper sanctified method for this purpose as narrated in the 
scriptures. 

‘Siddhanta-srawan’ is to attentively hear the tenets and doctrines of the Vedas 
and the Upanishads being explained by those who are well-versed in them, those who 
are highly erudite and extremely learned in the finer nuances and intricacies of these 
great scriptures. 

'Hri? (shame, modesty, self-respect and dignity) is to feel ashamed at one's 
own self for doing something that goes against the eclectic doctrines of Dharma 
(ethics, morality, righteousness, auspiciousness, probity, propriety and correct thought 
and action). Therefore, it also entails that one avoids doing anything that is regarded 
as unholy, lowly, demeaning, degrading and despicable by the Vedas as well as by 
traditional wisdom and universally accepted convention. 

‘Mati’ (thoughts, intellect, sense, understanding, inclination, convictions, 
desires of the mind, and being mindfulness of one’s duties and ethical behaviour) is to 
sincerely wish and have an inborn inclination to follow the tenets of the Vedas. It 
would include proper training of the mind-intellect apparatus to think and contemplate 
rightly, correctly and with a positive attitude about the right things and in a right 
perspective. One should therefore turn away from those things that are demeaning and 
degrading for the soul, and which undermine the exalted stature of one’s divine ‘self’. 

‘Japa’ is to honestly practice (repeat and meditate upon) the Vedic Mantra 
(hymn) that has been prescribed by one’s Guru (moral preceptor). Japa is done in two 
ways—one is verbal or audible Japa, and the other is non-verbal or mental or silent 
Japa. The mental or silent form of Japa is done by repeating the Mantra mentally in a 
silent mode without uttering a word audibly, and involves concentration of the mind 
and turning its thoughts inwards. The verbal or audible form of Japa is again of two 
types—viz. one that is done loudly, and the other that is simply muttered. The Japa 
done while muttering the Mantras silently is thousands of times more beneficial than 
doing Japa loudly, and mental Japa that is done silently without even opening the lips 
is far better than even the one done by slowly muttering the words, and it is multiple 
times more beneficial. 

‘Vrat’ (observance of religious vows) is to diligently, steadfastly, honestly, 
consistently and regularly follow the different eclectic principles, the doctrines and 
the tenets of the Vedas and the Upanishads—to avoid things that are proscribed by 
them, and do things that are prescribed by them (1). 
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{'The word ‘Chandrayan’ means ‘following the phase of the moon’, while 
*Krischa' means to become thin and lean. Hence, the term Krischa Chandrayan means 
to make the body thin by strictly restricting the diet according to the established 
system of doing the Chandrayan Vrat. Hence it involves restricting one's food intake 
by strictly following the phase of the moon—Treducing it gradually during the waning 
phase of the moon, and increasing it in a step-by-step reverse order in which it was 
reduced during the waxing phase of the moon. 

The Hindu scriptures have prescribed a number of methods of atonement for 
one's misdeeds and expiations for sins. The Chandrayan is the universal penance for 
expiation of almost any kind of sin—especially where no specific remedy is 
prescribed. 

It is so-called as during this exercise one follows the phase of the moon in his 
eating habits. Starting with fifteen morsels of food on the full-moon day it is gradually 
reduced by one morsel per day till the new-moon day when not a single morsel is 
eaten by the aspirant. Then from this day onwards, one morsel per day is increased till 
the full-moon day when once again he eats fifteen morsels. This is one cycle of the 
penance. It can be repeated as many times as desired according to the intensity of the 
sin to be atoned for. This penance is also called ‘Pipillikaamadhya’ or ‘middle of an 
ant' exercise because it starts and ends with full fifteen morsels of food with nil food 
in the middle. 

There is a variation of the Chandrayan described above. In the modified 
version, the penance is started with one morsel on the full-moon day, gradually 
increased to fifteen morsels on the new-moon day and then progressively reduced by 
one morsel each day till the full-moon day when once again only one morsel is eaten. 
This is called ‘Yavamadhya’ or ‘middle of the wheat grain'—as this grain is thickest 
at the center and tapers off at the two ends. 

In the third variation, eight morsel of food is eaten each day for a month's 
time. This is called *Yati-Chandrayan'—or the Chandrayan that is prescribed for 
wandering ascetics who beg for food for sustenance. 

The size of the morsel of food is approximately that of a big myrobalan fruit. 
A person who undertakes the penance called Chandrayan should tonsure the head, do 
initial fasting as a preparatory step, offer libations of clarified butter (Ghee) and water 
to the Gods, consecrate the food before eating it, and worship the Moon God." | 
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kavaca abheda bipra gura puja. ehi sama bijaya upaya na duja. 10. 


The impenetrable body-armour (the ‘Kavach’) is represented by worshipping and 
having devotion and faith in Vipras (Brahmins; elderly and learned men) and Guru 
(moral preceptor, teacher and guide). 

Verily, there is no better way to obtain victory in this world; there is no 
efficacious way than this to attain the glory of conquest. (10) 


[Note—The 'Kavach' is the closest and the safest thing to protect the warrior. It is 
usually made of iron either as a plain sheet or as a mesh made of plaited iron chains. It 
is very sturdy and regarded as the safest protection because it directly protects the 
body from up close. 
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Since worshipping Brahmins and paying obeisance to their holy feet is 
regarded as one of the major auspicious deeds of Dharma (refer: Ram Charit Manas, 
Uttar Kand, Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 45), it is likened to a strong 
Kavach here because the worshipper gets their blessings and grace which protects him 
against any evil effects of sins and misdeeds. 

Lord Ram has himself told the demon Kabandha—“Look, anyone who 
worships and serves Brahmins, who are like living gods on earth, by his mind, deed, 
as well as words and speech, without any deceit and pretensions, verily I say that all 
the Gods, along with the creator Brahma and the concluder Shiva, as well as myself, 
become subservient to such a person"—refer: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Doha 
no. 33. 

Once again this virtue is reiterated by Lord Ram to the citizens of Ayodhya 
when the Lord told them—“Gods and saints are gracious and benevolent upon a 
person who serves Brahmins without any deceit and pretensions". Refer: Ram Charit 
Manas, Uttar Kand, Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 45. 

We note here that two types of Kavachs are mentioned here—one is 
worshipping of the Brahmin, and the other is the Guru. It implies that both of them 
should be given equal importance in one's life. Whereas Brahmins act as teachers and 
moral preceptors for the whole world in a general way, keeping themselves engaged 
in studing the scriptures so as to give advice to the world whenever needed, and 
carrying out religious duties and doing such deeds as needed for the general welfare 
of the society at large, the Guru is a personal guide and teacher who cares for the 
individual's spiritual and temporal welfare. So while the Brahmin is a representative 
of the Supreme Being at the macro level of existence, the Guru represents the same 
Supreme Being at the micro level of the individual. 

Another interpretation is that a wise warrior takes extra precaution by wearing 
a double-breasted suit of armour—so that even if the outer layer is damaged he still 
gets protection from the inner layer. In the present context this would mean that even 
if the Brahmins fail to protect him due to some reason, his Guru will always stand by 
him. The blessing of Brahmins forms the outer ring of protection, and that of the Guru 
as the inner ring. 

Now, we have a strong chariot, well-trained horses, an expert charioteer, 
powerful and potent weapons, and personal body armour. Surely then, all the 
paraphernalia for victory are there, and therefore there is no other better way to win a 
war and obtain conquest. What one now needs is one's own personal resolve and 
training, one's own strength, confidence and commitment. In other words, even if 
every imaginable instrument and mean for personal enlightenment and spiritual 
elevation are available to a person, even if he has read all the scriptures and is wise 
enough to understand them correctly and properly, yet if he does not commit himself 
whole-heartedly towards his spiritual path of obtaining liberation and deliverance, 
none of them will provide emancipation and salvation to him automatically. A wise 
man is he who uses all the available resources most judiciously and properly to reach 
his desired goal in life.] 
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sakha dharmamaya asa ratha jakern. jitana kaham na katahum ripu takern. 
11. 


My friend, anyone who has the kind of Chariot of Dharma which I’ve described to 
you above, becomes invincible in this world; no enemy can ever defeat and conquer 
him. (11) 


[Note—The ‘chariot’ described by Lord Ram is not a physical one, but a metaphoric 
and symbolic one that stands for the glorious and auspicious virtues a person must 
inculcate in himself, grand virtues that he must seek and acquire for himself in order 
to be successful in life even against the most formidable of odds that might seem 
daunting on their face like a strong and powerful enemy, but they buckle when faced 
by a man who possesses these magnificent qualities like the enemy crumbling when it 
faces a stronger warrior. 

Lord Ram has described a ‘Chariot of Dharma’—that is, a vehicle that can 
help a spiritual aspirant attain his goals inspite of all the daunting and thorny problems 
of the world in which he lives. By following the principles of Dharma outlined above, 
he is rest assured of liberation and deliverance from all fetters and bondages that tie 
his Atma, his ‘pure self’, to this mundane world and makes it go round and round in 
an endless cycle of birth and death along with their accompanying horrors and 
miseries. Not only this, the journey through life becomes easy and smooth because the 
aspirant has the security and safety of the Chariot, and the protection of the umbrella 
of Dharma. 

Lord Ram has listed the following twenty-one auspicious virtues that a man 
must possess if he wishes that the Lord extends him his protection, and if he wishes to 
become invincible against all the evil effects of this world. The sequential order of the 
virtues is as follows—Sauraj, Dhiraj, Satya, Sheel (line no. 5), Bal, Vivek, Dam, 
Parhit, Kshamaa, Kripaa, Samtaa (line no. 6), Bhajan (devotion for Lord God), Virati, 
Santosh (line no. 7), Daan, Buddhi, Vigyan (line no. 8), Amal (purity) and Achal 
(steady) Mana (mind), Sama, Yam, Niyam (line no. 9), and worship of Brahmins and 
Guru (line no. 10). 

Now, it will be very pertinent and interesting to examine the presence of all 
these magnificent and divine virtues in Lord Ram himself as depicted at different 
places in different contexts spread through the text of epic Ram Charit Manas, which 
made the Lord invincible. 

Virtue no. 1= 'Sauraj (bravery and valour)—refer: Ram Charit Manas, 
Aranya Kand, Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 25 where Marich tells 
Ravana that it is very unwise to make Lord Ram and his younger brother Laxman 
enemies because they are very brave, powerful and strong, and any opposition to them 
would be futile. 

Virtue no. 2, 3 and 18 = ‘Dhiraj’ (patience, fortitude, courage and resilence), 
Satya and mind that is steady, firm and resolute respectively—refer: Ram Charit 
Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 82 where king 
Dasrath tells his minister to go behind Lord Ram, after he has been sent to forest 
exile, and try to purusade the Lord to come back. During this instruction, Dasrath 
says—“If the two brothers, Ram and Laxman, who are of a firm resolve and an 
unwavering mind, courageously refuse to come back because Lord Ram is extremely 
firm in his resolve and is true to his word (that he will go to the forest if it the father's 
will)---". 
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Virtue no. 3= ‘Satya’ (truthfulness)—Trefer: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya 
Kand, Doha no. 264 in which the assembly felt glad upon hearing Lord Ram make a 
firm resolve to honour Bharat's wish—because the Lord is exemplarily truthful to his 
words, and once he says that he will honour the wish of Bharat he will do it no matter 
what comes. The context is Bharat's plea to the Lord to return to the city of Ayodhya 
to ascend its thrown, and the Lord agreeing to do what Bharat says because he knew 
that Bharat cannot tell him to do anything that goes against the tenets of Dharma. 

Then again in Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Doha no. 292, the Lord has 
been ascribed with the virtues of Satya, Dharma, and Sheel. 

In Kishkindha Kand, Chaupai line no. 23 that precedes Doha no. 7 Lord Ram 
has himself proclaimed to Sugriv that “listen friend, my words do no go in vain; I do 
not lie”. 

Virtue no. 4 = ‘Sheel’ (politeness, courteousness, civility, humility, good 
manners and etiquette)—Trefer: Ram Charit Manas, (1) Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line 
no. 1-2 that precede Doha no. 243 where Lord Ram has eagerly gone forward to 
welcome his guru sage Vasistha when the party of Bharat arrived at the Lord's 
hermitage in Chitrakoot to persuade the Lord to come back to Ayodhya. Here Lord 
Ram has been described as being an ocean of Sheel. (ii) Then again, in Ram Charit 
Manas, Baal Kand, Doha no. 29 Ka, it is said that “Tulsidas declares and asserts that 
there is no other Lord compared to Lord Ram in as far as the virtue of Sheel is 
concerned because Lord Ram is an abode, or a treasure-trove, of this grand virtue". 
(iii) In Uttar Kand, Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 6 it is asserted that Lord 
Ram is an abode of Sheel and other auspicious Gunas (virtues). 

Virtue no. 5= ‘Bal’ (strength)—refer: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, 
Chaupai line no. 12 that precedes Doha no. 2 wherein Jayant, the stupid son of Indra 
(the king of gods), has accepted that Lord Ram possesses unmatchable strength, 
power, authority and potent about which he had not known earlier, for then he would 
not have had the temerity to hurt Sita. He regretted sincerily, and the merciful Lord 
forgave him and spared his life. 

Virtue no. 6= ‘Vivek’ (wisdom)—refer: (i) Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya 
Kand, Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 97 in which Sita says that Lord Ram 
is most merciful and full of wisdom. (ii) In Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line no. 5 that 
precedes Doha no. 254, sage Vashistha declares to the assembly “no one knows the 
essential principles and the tenets as well as the practical implementation of the grand 
virtues of Niti (laws of conduct and thought; laws of jurisprudence), Priti (love, 
affection, cordiality), Parmaarath (spiritual welfare; general good in the long run) and 
Swaarath (personal safety and interests) more than Lord Ram. (iii) Then again, in 
Lanka Kand, the 2" half of Chanda line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 111, the creator 
has said while praying to Lord Ram that the Lord is free from anger and is always an 
embodiment of wisdom and enlightenment. 

Virtue no. 7 = ‘Dam’ (self restraint over one's organs and urges)—tefer: (1) 
Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 179 in 
which it is asserted that “Lord Ram is pure in mind and heart, that he is pious, and that 
he is disinterested in and dry (non-emotional) towards the sense objects of the world 
and their allurements or temptations”. (ii) Then again in Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya 
Kand, Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 32, king Dasrath declares to Kaikeyi 
(his wife) that “everyone says that Lord Ram is like a Sadhu (saintly and pious)”. 

Virtue no. 8 = ‘Parhita’ (welfare of others)—refer: Ram Charit Manas:- (1) 
Ayodhya Kand, Doha no. 192 that says that Lord Vishnu took birth as a human being 
(in the form of Lord Ram) for the interest, welfare, well-being and good of Brahmins, 
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mother Earth, Gods and Saints. (ii) Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes 
Doha no. 254 says “Lord Ram has taken birth for the general good, well-being and 
welfare of the world at large". 

Virtue no. 9 = ‘Kshamaa’ (forgiveness)—Trefer: Ram Charit Manas:- (1) Baal 
Kand, Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 285 wherein sage Parashuram has 
declared that Lord Ram and his brother Laxman are like a temple (abode) of the virtue 
of forgiveness. (2) Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 218 in 
which the creator Brahma has advised the Gods not to creative mischief and put an 
obstacle in the path of Bharat's attempt to bring Lord Ram back to Ayodhya because 
though “Lord Ram does not get angry at any harm or offence caused to him 
personally or directly", but will not accept any mischief being created to annoy his 
devotees. 

Virtue no. 10 = ‘Kripaa’ (compassion, grace, benevolence)—Trefer: Ram Charit 
Manas:- (1) Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 259 that says Lord 
Ram is an ‘abode of Kripaa’; (ii) Baal Kand, line no. 2 of Doha no. 208 Kha which 
says that Lord Ram is an ‘ocean of Kripaa’; (iii) Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 
that precedes Doha no. 101 that also endorses this virtue of Lord Ram as being an 
‘ocean of Kripaa’; (iv) Aranya Kand, line no. 2 of Doha no. 2 that says ‘there is no 
one comparable to Lord in having in him the virtue of Kripaa’; (v) Aranya Kand, 
Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 33 that says “Lord Ram has a very sweet 
temperament, is most merciful, compassionate and gracious, and shows his 
benevolence dispassionately, without any sort of interests involved"; (vi) Aranya 
Kand, Doha no. 9 and its preceding Chaupai line no. 8 that say—“When Lord Ram 
was told that the heap of bones lying on the ground was of the sages and seers who 
have been devoured by the demons, his eyes were filled with tears. He raised his arms 
and took a firm vow that he will eliminate all the demons from the surface of the 
earth. After that, the Lord went to the hermitages of all the sages and seers 
independently to comfort them and give them happiness and plesure." 

Virtue no. 11 = ‘Samtaa’ (equanimity, fortitude, evenness of mind, to treat all 
alike without distinction and discrimination)—refer: Ram Charit Manas:- (i) 
Kishkindha Kand, line no. 1 of Doha no. 7 in which Baali, the king of the monkey 
race and elder brother of Sugriv tells his wife Tara that *Lord Ram treats everyone 
alike and harbours no personal ill-will against anyone". (11) Ayodhya Kand, line no. 2 
of Doha no. 227 in which Laxman has said “Oh Lord, you have equal love and 
compassion for all, and treat everyone like you would treat your own self". (iii) 
Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes Doha no. 219 which asserts Lord 
Ram has equanimity and evenness of mind as he treats everyone alike without any 
distinction and discrimination, and therefore has no ill-will against anyone nor is 
infatuated with someone else". (iv) Uttar Kand, Chaupai line no. 34 that precedes 
Doha no. 86 in which Lord Ram has himself declared that “all the creatures are dear 
to me equally as all of them are my off-springs, all have been created by me—.e. I do 
not distinguish between them on any pretext". 

Virtue no. 12 = ‘Devotion for Lord God and worshipping him’ (Ish Bhajan)— 
refer: Ram Charit Manas:- (1) In Lanka Kand, from Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes 
Doha no. 2, till Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 3 it is narrated that Lord 
Ram had installed an image of Lord Shiva, known as a lingam, and then duly 
worshipped it. (11) Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 237 that says 
Lord Ram did his sacraments in the sanctioned way. (iii) Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 
3 that precedes Doha no. 237 says that the Lord brought flowers so that sage 
Vishwamitra can offer his ritualistic worship of Gods. (111) Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai 
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line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 103 says that Lord Ram worshipped an image of 
Lord Shiva on the banks of the holy river Ganges on his way to the forest after taking 
a purification bath in the river. 

Virtue no. 13 = ‘Virati’ (renunciation, detachment, dispassion, non- 
involvement with anything related to the world and its gross objects of the senses)— 
refer: Ram Charit Manas:- (i) Ayodhya Kand, Doha no. 31 which says “Lord Ram 
had no greed for the kingdom of Ayodhya; he never yearned for it”; (11) Ayodhya 
Kand, Doha no. 51 that says “Lord Ram’s mind is like a free elephant, and the 
responsibilities of the kingdom is like the iron shackle that is put around this 
elephant’s leg to tie it down; so as soon as the Lord learnt that he has been ordered to 
go to the forest he felt as this shackle has been broken and so he felt exceedingly glad 
and happy"; (iii) Ayodhya Kand, Doha no. 165 that says “Lord Ram discarded the 
royal ornaments and clothes as soon as he received the father’s orders to proceed to 
the forest, and most cheerfully and willingly took up and wore clothes made of bark 
of the birch tree and leaves with complete dispassion, without having any sort of 
emotions either of happiness or of dismay in his heart”. 

The same idea is emphasized in Kavitawali of Tulsidas, in its Ayodhya Kand, 
verse no. 2, line no. 4 which says “The lotus-eyed Lord Ram went to the forest after 
abandoning the kingdom of his father like a mendicant who has no attachment with 
anything at all, and who does not look back at the place which he leaves” 

Virtue no. 14 = ‘Santosh’ (contentement; satisfication at whatever is 
available)—Trefer: Ram Charit Manas:- (i) Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes 
Doha no. 342 says “Lord Ram, who is always fulfilled and contented, became 
satisfied by the words of King Janak". (ii) Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line no. 6 that 
precedes Doha no. 133 that says that Lord Ram’s mind and heart felt fully contented 
when he saw the natural beauty of Chitrakoot. 

Virtue no. 15 = ‘Daan’ (making charity)—Trefer: Ram Charit Manas:- (i) Baal 
Kand, Doha no. 148 in which Lord Vishnu has told Manu and Satrupaa that they are 
free to ask for anything they want as the Lord is a great giver who gives liberally. (11) 
Baal Kand, Chaupai line nos. 7-8 that precede Doha no. 196 says that king Dasrath 
gave charity with an open hand at the time of birth of Lord Ram and his brothers. 
Sundar Kand, Doha no. 49 Kha says “the wealth that Lord Shiva had granted to the 
10-headed Ravana when the latter offered his heads to him as sacrifice, the same 
wealth was granted hesitatingly by Lord Ram to Vibhishan (even without the latter 
making any sacrifice like Ravana)”. The fact that Lord Ram was ‘hesitant’ in giving 
Vibhishan all this is that the Lord felt that it was not enough, and that he should have 
given Vibhishan much more than that. In other words, Lord Ram is a most 
magnanimous and benevolent giver; he always thinks that he has not done enough for 
his devotees and should have done more. (iv) Uttar Kand, Chaupai line no. 7 that 
precedes Doha no. 12 says that when Lord Ram was crowned the king of Ayodhya 
after his return to the city, liberal donations were made to Brahmins. (v) Uttar Kand, 
Chaupai line no. | that precedes Doha no. 24 says that after becoming the king of 
Ayodhya, Lord Ram used to make liberal charities to Brahmins in many ways. 

Virtue no. 16 = ‘Buddhi’ (intelligence)—refer: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar 
Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 56 that says “Lord Seshnath (the 
legendary celestial serpent with a thousand hoods) is unable to recount the 
splendorous glories, the matchless strength and immensity of intelligence and wisdom 
(Buddhi) of Lord Ram even though he has a thousand mouths (hoods)". 

Virtue no. 17 = ‘Vigyan’ (analytical abilities; deep insight and foresight; 
higher levels of intelligence; transcendental intelligence and wisdom)—trefer: Ram 
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Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, Doha no. 72 that says “Lord Ram is such an expert that he 
knows how to act in different circumstances like an expert artist who can assume so 
many different postures according to the role he is assigned on the stage of the 
theatre”. No one can say that the person playing out a particular part on the stage is 
not the same person in practical life, so expertly does the artist plays out his role. This 
is because he knows the secrets of the trade, has a first-hand knowledge of the 
character that he plays on stage, and is so well-versed with the actual situation in the 
real life that his depiction of the character becomes extremely natural and convincing 
as if it is the real thing. Similarly, Lord Ram is so wise and expert that he knows the 
subtle secrets and even those aspects of a thing that are not apparent and known to all. 

Virtue no. 18 = ‘Mana (mind, sub-conscious and heart) that is un-corrupt, 
holy, pious and steady'—refer: Ram Charit Manas:- (i) Baal Kand, Chaupai line nos. 
5-6 that precedes Doha no. 231 that say—"It is natural for the members of the Raghu 
dynasty (in which Lord Ram took birth, and therefore had this wonderful character in 
him) that they do not step on a path that is unrighteous, inauspicious, improper, 
immoral and unethical. I have a firm belief and faith in my (Lord Ram's) Mana that it 
has never thought of coveting any woman to whom one is not related." (ii) Uttar 
Kand, Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes Doha no. 92 that says “Lord Ram is as steady 
and unmoving as the mountain covered by snow (i.e. the Himalayas), and is as grave, 
dense and deep as the vast ocean". 

Virtue nos. 19 and 20 = ‘Sham’ and ‘Yam’ (self-restraint of the sense organs 
and their natural urges for gratification), ‘Niyam’ (following rules strictly, and 
obeying religious sacraments and observances)—refer: Ram Charit Manas:- (i) 
Ayodhya Kand, the 2"4 half of Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 82 says 
“Lord Ram was true to the vows he had taken, and was steady on his chosen path". 
(ii) Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes Doha no. 29 says “Lord Ram 
lived like a true hermit, having completely renounced all his attachments for 
everything and being fully disinterested in any material thing of the world and its 
charms"—that is, the Lord practiced a high degree of self control; he shunned all 
desires for pleasure and comfort inspite of the fact that he was born a prince and 
would one day ascend the throne of Ayodhya which was regarded as the most 
prosperous kingdom of the time. (ii) Ayodhya Kand, Doha no. 165 says that “Lord 
Ram wore clothes made of the bark of the birch tree and leaves (like a renunciate 
hermit inspite of his being entitled to royal ornaments and attire befitting a king)". (iv) 
Ayodhya Kand, Doha no. 211 says that—‘‘Lord Ram wore the minimum of clothes, 
ate naturally grown wild fruits, and slept on the ground on a bed made of leaves and 
twigs. He lived under the shade of trees, and suffered from the vagaries of Nature by 
tolerating with equanimity and and stoic neutrality the effects of snow, heat, rain and 
storm (during the phase of his life in the forest as a hermit, without complaining or 
having any grudge against anyone." 

And finally Virtue no. 21 = ‘Respect of Guru and Brahmins'—refer: Ram 
Charit Manas:- (i) Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 2-3 that precede Doha no. 9 
which say that “when Lord Ram heard about the arrival of his Guru (sage Vashistha) 
at his palace, he came forward to receive him at the door, and bowed his head to the 
Guru. Then the Lord welcomed him (Guru) by worshipping him comprehensively in a 
ritualistic manner that consists of sixteen steps. (ii) Ayodhya Kand, Doha no. 79 says 
that “Lord Ram payed his respects to and worshipped the feet of Brahmins and his 
Guru (sage Vashishtha), and then went on his way to the forest". (iii) Lanka Kand, 
Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 90 where it is said that “Lord Ram 
(mentally) bowed his head before the lotus-like feet of Brahmins as he strode ahead 
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on the chariot (that was sent by the Gods, to face the enemy in the battle-field of 
Lanka)”. ] 


qo. Het stata Hum Ru vif Gens Wr ATI 
We BA WT BIS FS AAG AUT WS il Co (HF ) II 
doha. 


maha ajaya sansara ripu jiti saka'i so bira. 
jakém asa ratha ho'i drrha sunahu sakha matidhira. 80 (a). 


Listen oh friend (Vibhishan) who has a steady and resolute mind! A warrior (living 
being) who has a sturdy Chariot (magnificent virtues) as described above becomes 
invincible for any enemy in this world; he cannot be defeated even if the whole world 
becomes his enemy; his detractors cannot cause his downfall even if they join hands 
against him.’ (Doha no. 80-a.) 


[Note—In the beginning of this discourse by Lord Ram, Vibhishan was uneasy and 
full of doubts—refer: Ram Charit Manas, 6/80/1. He was wary of the prospects of 
fighting a strong enemy like Ravana without a war chariot and other paraphernalia of 
battle. It becomes virtually impossible to acquire maneuverability and swiftness of 
movement, so essential for victory on the battle-field, while fighting on foot. But 
when Lord Ram taught him the principles of Dharma, when he was enlightened about 
the subtle inner strength of the Atma that comes to a man by the possession of the 
divine virtues listed by Lord Ram herein above, Vibhishan became assured of the 
Lord's victory. This is because he knew that Ravana lacked all of them, and therefore 
stood no chance against Lord Ram who had all these glorious virtues in him that made 
the Lord spiritually and morally strong and invincible. 

The Lord has said here that a person who possesses this Chariot cannot be 
defeated by the ‘whole world’, implying that Ravana, being an individual person, 
holds no chance when the whole world united against a person who possesses such a 
fabulous and glorious Chariot of Dharma cannot defeat him. 

This teaching of Lord Ram herein above describes the glorious virtues that 
make a man victorious in all his struggles in this mundane world. These virtues are 
likened to a chariot on which a warrior rides to his victory in the battle-field. The 
analogy is obvious—the struggles of life in this mundane world are like the battle- 
field as they consists of innumerable pains and miseries as well as improbables over 
which one has no control. And just like a strong chariot helps the expert warrior to 
move swiftly from one corner of the battle-ground to another, issuing instructions to 
his army and out-manoeuvre the enemy, the grand virtues listed by Lord Ram helps a 
person overcome all obstacles in life and emerge victorious. 

The context is the battle-field of Lanka. Ravana, the demon king, is astride a 
strong chariot, while Lord Ram is on foot. It becomes physically difficult to 
manoeuvre and move swiftly on foot and fight against a powerful enemy who is given 
the advantage of mobility and protection of a vehicle built especially for the battle, 
such as the war chariot. He can store his arms and ammunition in this chariot besides 
enjoying the advantage of the ability to have a commanding position from which to 
control the army spread across the battle-field by the virtue of his fast 
manoeuvrability and movement. 
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So, this deficiency made Vibhishan very worried and upset. Though he had 
immense affection and faith in the Lord, but for once he began to have doubts as how 
will the Lord conquer a strong enemy while fighting him standing himself on foot. It 
was then that Lord Ram preached these grand and glorious virtues to Vibhishan just 
like Lord Krishna had taught his friend Arjun in the battle-field of Kurushetra that 
became famous as Lord Krishna's “Geeta’’. ] 


"hr uy ares Aaa ache Te We aT 
Ute fira ifs suaz WA qur Ga GA £o (38) 


suni prabhu bacana bibhisana harasi gahe pada kanja. 
ehi misa mohi upadesehu rama krpa sukha punja. 80 (b). 


When Vibhishan heard these wise words of Lord Ram, he felt exhilarated and 
contented. He fell down to clasp the holy feet of the Lord and exclaimed in gratitude: 
*Oh Lord, you are a fountain of mercy and grace. How fortunate am I that you have 
given this great wisdom to me on the pretext of answering my concerns regarding the 
necessity of a chariot during this war.' (Doha no. 80-b) 


Sq WAN queni zd ST STAM | 
ond Arearen sme] aft cat Frat feror wy am i o (37) 


uta pacara dasakandhara ita angada hanumana. 
larata nisacara bhalu kapi kari nija nija prabhu ana. 80 (c). 


[After describing this glorious Chariot, we resume our narrative of the Great War.] 


On the other side it was Ravana who was challenging and thrashing the enemy 
warriors (i.e. the monkeys and bears) with all his might, and on this side it were 
Angad and Hanuman who retaliated with equal ferocity, challenging Ravana and his 
might, every step of the way. 

Both the demons of the other side (i.e. of Ravana's side), and the bears and 
monkeys of this side (i.e. of Lord Ram's side) viciously clashed with each other using 
brutal force, all the while applauding their respective Lords and raising loud cries 
extolling their glories, and swearing in their names. (Doha no. 80-c) 


"dio. xt wate fug WP AMT pee CTI aS FART UU g UI 
BAG ST WS te AT (eue TH RN cr UID 3 M 


caupal. 


sura brahmadi sid'dha muni nana. dekhata rana nabha carhe bimana. 1. 
hamahü uma rahe tehim sanga. dekhata rama carita rana ranga. 2. 
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[Continuing with the narration of this fascinating Story of a War the like of which was 
never witnessed heretofore anywhere in the annals of history, and would neither be 
hereafter, Lord Shiva quoth to goddess Uma, his divine consort who was listening to 
it very attentively—] 


‘All the Gods, including the creator Brahma, as well as many mystics and great sages 
(who had the mystical ability to assume an ethereal or a disembodied form when they 
so wished), were watching the proceedings on the battle-field and the progress of the 
Epic War from their aerial vehicles stationed in the sky. (1) 


Oh Uma; I (Lord Shiva) was also accompanying them as we watched with awe the 
wondrous and strange deeds of Lord Ram done by him on the battle-field". (2) 


[Note— What was so strange, mysterious and awe-inspiring about Lord Ram’s 
actions in the battle-field of Lanka that so dazed the gods? Well, the gods were aware 
of Lord Ram's true identity, that he was a personified form of Lord Vishnu, the 
sustainer and protector of the world, and the most powerful and almighty second god 
of the Trinity, the other two being the creator Brahma, and Lord Shiva who is the 
concluder of this creation. This being the case, it was so astonishing that Lord Ram 
should behave like any other ordinary human warrior, who is gallant, valiant, 
courageous and brave, would during a war, instead of employing any of his cosmic 
supernatural powers to easily win the enemy in a battle of this magnitude—for the 
almighty Lord Ram had allowed himself to be tied in a snare of serpents created by 
Meghanad', and had even permitted Laxman to be mortally wounded and almost on 
the verge of losing his life when Meghanad attacked him and made him unconscious, 
and further adding to the confusion of gods the Lord had gravely lamented and 
mournfully wailed for Laxman like an ordinary man would for his dear brother". 

(Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, “Chaupai line nos. 11-13 that 
precede Doha no. 73; and "Chaupai line nos. 7-8 that precede Doha no. 54; Doha no. 
61.3] 


que war vu og fete are | aftr seiten ATH Tet Td 3 N 
Uh Uh wea nts wende | as us Wie uf& wnfé x 


subhata samara rasa duhu disi mate. kapi jayasila rama bala tate. 3. 
ēka ēka sana bhirahim pacarahim. ekanha ēka mardi mahi parahim. 4. 


The veterans of both the sides were maddened with a burning passion for war and 
victory. Howbeit, the monkeys (and bears) had a clear upper hand in the battle-field, 
leading the fight and holding a sway over their enemies, by the grace and blessings of 
Lord Ram. (3) 


There was a fierce hand-to-hand duel; the valiant warriors engaged their opponents in 
a ruthless face to face combat, thrashing the other mercilessly, and dashing their 
adversaries to the ground with such violent force that they were pulverized and 
reduced to a pulp’. (4) 
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[Note—'A similar battle of excess of gallantry and ferocity, where zealot warriors 
engaged in a fierce face-to-face duel with their opponents, was fought during the first 
battle with Meghanad—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 
4-5 that precede Doha no. 53. 

Besides this, it was also witnessed during the opening phases of the war when 
the demon and monkey armies clashed with each other—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, 
Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 5-9 that precede Doha no. 46.] 


ante crete ete wenfé | dhe dr Greve wr ARE Uu UI 
sax face sper sunfé ite ug stata vets we Snfé GU 


marahim katahim dharahim pacharahim. sisa tori sisanha sana marahim. 5. 
udara bidarahim bhuja uparahim. gahi pada avani pataki bhata darahim. 6. 


The enemy was beaten mercilessly, slashed and cut violently, caught hold of and 
thrashed to the ground, and their heads were yanked off their bodies and then used as 
missiles to hit others with them. (5) 


Abdomens were ripped open; arms were torn away from the torso; and gallant 
watriors were grabbed by their legs, swung around, and then dashed on the ground. 


(6) 


Pier sre ate mg sep | Har enit ats aE sme] 9 N 
an acta wp fma | casted forget eret AT Hes tl E N 


nisicara bhata mahi garahim bhalu. üpara dhari dehim bahu balu. 7. 
bira balimukha jud'dha birud'dhe. dekhi'ata bipula kala janu krud'dhé. 8. 


Demon warriors were grabbed by mighty bears and buried in the earth over which a 
mound of sand was dumped". (7) 


The valiant warriors who were filled with zeal and a firm determination to overcome 
their adversaries in the battle-field appeared to be like personified forms of Kaal, the 
god of death himself”. (8) 


[Note—'To wit, two scenarios are possible here. One is that the monkeys first dashed 
the demon warriors to the ground, and when they died they were buried by the bears 
who dug a grave for them and covered it with sand. 

In the other possibility, the bears grabbed demons and buried them alive in the 
ground, heaping sand over them so that they die of suffocation. 

And of course obtaining ‘sand’ was no problem as there was an ocean all 
around Lanka, and sand is found in abundance near the ocean. 


? Though it is not specifically mentioned here to whom this reference of ‘being 
personified form of Kaal’ is being made, whether it refers to the monkeys and bears or 
to the demon warriors, but taking into consideration the ground situation on the battle- 
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field where the monkeys and bears had an upper hand over the demons, it is clear that 
the allusion is to the Lord’s warriors, the monkeys and the bears, instead of the 
demons who were bearing the brunt of their attack, and were on the defensive. 

This deduction is supported by the following verses. ] 


$0. pa edid GAM Hl At Gad Aha P S | 
ele Farr Hem Ye aera 3 Rahs memet t 3 N 
ante wuefe site are mre ces Weis! 
famë nhe uel wet act Hele VS Tact eset Ux Ut 


chanda. 


krud'dhe krtanta samana kapi tana sravata sonita rajahim. 1. 
mardahim nisacara kataka bhata balavanta ghana jimi gajahim. 2. 
marahim capetanhi dati datanha kati latanha mijahim. 3. 

cikkarahim markata bhalu chala bala karahim jehim khala chijahim. 4. 


The gallant and powerful monkeys, who were furious with anger as if Kaal himself 
has taken their forms, appeared glorious with blood oozing out of the wounds on their 
bodies. (Chanda line no. 1) 


Those valiant warriors (i.e. the monkeys and bears) fought vigorously with powerful 
demon warriors and trounced them, all the while roaring like the thunder of the cloud. 
(Chanda line no. 2) 


They (the monkeys and bears) slapped and severely reprimanded their opponents (the 
demon warriors), bit them viciously with their sharp teeth, and then trampled them 
underfoot, pulverizing and reducing them to a pulp. (Chanda line no. 3) 


The monkeys and bears were letting out shrill war cries and adopting all possible 
strategies to make their enemy feel exasperated, to make him depressed and dejected, 
and ultimately decimated. (Chanda line no. 4) 


aft ma wife St ferente er Aman Beret 1 d 
waraufe a farfersr a aft ere aima Gerad t s UI 
fe ATS cre; WT Me P RT Als Sr Tat O | 
Wa Ta A qr d lore Ht Hiera A HC TA Ser I c N 


dhari gala pharahirn ura bidarahim gala amtavari melahim. 5. 
prahladapati janu bibidha tanu dhari samara angana khelahim. 6. 
dharu maru katu pacharu ghora gira gagana mahi bhari rahi. 7. 
jaya rama jo trna te kulisa kara kulisa te kara trna sahi. 8. 


The vehemently angry (monkey and bear) warriors caught hold of their enemies (the 
demon warriors) with excess of wrath, tearing their cheeks, slicing their chests, and 
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hanging their intestines around their own necks after ripping up their abdomens. 
(Chanda line no. 5) 


They give the impression that the Lord of Prahalad, i.e. Lord Narsingh!, has assumed 
countless forms to enact the ‘dance of death’ by mercilessly unleashing his 
devastating anger on the evil demon hordes, and slaying them in great numbers. 
(Chanda line no. 6) 


The sky and the earth reverberated in all the directions with horrifying and shrill cries 
of ‘Grab, Kill, Cut them off, Thrash and Trample Under the Foot’ that ranted 
everywhere. (Chanda line no. 7) 


Simultaneously, there was a resounding applause for Lord Ram as the (enthusiastic 
and victorious) warriors invoked the glories of the Lord with great zeal, 
enthusiastically cheering ‘Glory to the great Lord Ram, who indeed and without any 
gainsay has the mystical powers that can truly turn a humble twig into the mighty 
Vajra (the strongest, the sturdiest, the heaviest and an invincible weapon in the world, 
something that cannot be conquered or subdued), or make a Vajra become like a poor 
twig (that is easily crushed and trampled upon)’. (Chanda line no. 8) 


[Note—'The allusion here is to Lord Vishnu who had assumed a terrifying form of 
‘half-lion and half-man’, known as ‘Narsingh’, to tear apart the body of the demon 
Hiranyakashipu, the father of Prahalad, because he was not allowing his son to 
worship the Lord, and after having failed in persuading Prahalad to desist from 
offering his obeisance to Lord Vishnu, the demon father finally decided to kill him. 
He drew his sword to cut off Prahalad’s head, but when the poor little helpless boy 
prayed to Lord Vishnu to save him, the Lord assumed a ferocious form of ‘Narsingh’ 
and revealed himself immediately. The Lord was seething with excess of anger, and 
he grabbed Hiranyakashipu, laid him across his lap, and tore his abdomen viciously 
into two; then the angry Lord Narsingh yanked out the entrails of the cruel demon and 
hung them around his neck like blood-soaked garlands. 

In a similar fashion, the ferocious monkey and bear warriors tore apart the 
bodies of the demons and pulled out their intestines which they hung around their 
necks like so many victory garlands; in this form and action they assumed the role of 
Lord Narsingh. 


?To wit, Lord Ram, being the almighty, all-able and omnipotent Supreme Lord of the 
world, can do the impossible and the unimaginable if he so wishes. For instance, he 
can convert an ordinary-looking, weak and powerless creature into a formidable giant 
with supernatural powers, one who can conquer the whole world and defeat the most 
formidable and strongest of enemy with the greatest of ease, and should it please the 
Lord he can do the reverse with equal comfort, i.e. he can turn a mighty and most 
powerful man into an incompetent, inept, imbecile and impotent person. 

The idea here is that though monkeys and bears were no match for the might 
and the ferocity so characteristic of the powerful demon race, yet now the same 
humble creatures were ruthlessly thrashing and vanquishing the same demon warriors 
who had been so powerful only some time ago that the mere mention of their name 
would send chill down the spine of the almighty gods of heaven. The mystery of the 
whole thing was that the demons were being beaten black and blue, and they were 
unable to retaliate and take revenge against the monkeys and bears. 
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Why and how this strange thing was made possible? The answer is this: It was 
made possible by the grace and the wish of Lord Ram alone, and for no other reason. ] 


do. frere férerera cate ate spei ca ara 
tw ute ders qur fag fing HR ara t 29 u 
doha. 
nija dala bicalata dekhesi bisa bhujam' dasa capa. 
ratha cadhi cale'u dasanana phirahu phirahu kari dapa. 81. 


When the ten-headed Ravana observed that his forces were in a dire strait, he strode 
upon his war chariot, held ten powerful bows in his twenty arms‘, and rode to the 
frontline of the battle, urging his troops to made a strategic retreat; he called out to his 
warriors: ‘Retreat, retreat immediately’. (Doha no. 81) 


[Note—'To wit, Ravana held ten bows in his ten arms, one in each, and naturally the 
other ten arms held arrows, shields, and other weapons. Till now he was standing 
behind to watch the developments on the ground, but when he discovered that his 
soldiers were being beaten back mercilessly and rapidly decimated, he could not hold 
back and rode ahead to the line of physical combat, ordering his warriors to fall 
behind and regroup. ] 


dO. Mas WA Hag CaHM | HATE Ut EE d AAT 2 Ii 
THe HT Wen Sat VENT | Sts AT UT uenfé ANT 2 II 
caupat. 


dhaya'u parama krud'dha dasakandhara. sanmukha cale hüha dai bandara. 1. 
gahi kara padapa upala pahara. darenhi ta para ekahim bara. 2. 


The ten-shouldered (dasakandhara) Ravana was seething with excess of anger as he 
dashed forward with a vengeance. The monkeys meanwhile were very excited 
(because of their recent victory), and they hurried forward, chuckling gleefully, to 
confront the advancing Ravana midway. (1) 


They dumped trees, boulders and rocks, small and large, on Ravana all at once. (2) 
ante Get TT AA wm aS uem Hele mq 3 N 
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The mountain-like huge rocks and boulders struck Ravana’s body, which was as 
strong and robust as Vajra (the hardest substance in existence), only to break up into 
small pieces and fall down to the ground. (3) 


Ravana, who was a mighty and valiant warrior renowned for his exceptional gallantry, 
bravery, valour, steadfastness and resilience during a combat, stood his ground firmly, 
with great ease and dogged determination, not moving from his position and yielding 
ground a wee whit. (4) 
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Here and there and everywhere, to his left, right and front, Ravana challenged the 
monkey warriors vehemently, sternly remonstrating them, and dashing at them 
wrathfully in order to grab them (with the intention of ruthlessly doing them to death). 


(5) 


It was now the turn of the monkeys and bears to flee the ground under the ferocious 
retaliatory attack by Ravana. They became panicky, shrieking for help and crying 
aloud: ‘Oh Angad, oh Hanuman! Save us; come to our aid; help us immediately'!. (6) 


[Note—'A similar situation was observed earlier during the first phase of the war 
when the demons, who had suffered defeat and rout initially, hit back viciously at the 
advancing army of monkeys and bears after Ravana became angry at them for their 
cowardice, and motivated them to fight with the enemy with courage and resilience. 
The counter attack of the demons made the monkeys and bears flee in terror, shouting 
for help from Angad, Hanuman, Nala, Neela and Dwivid. {Apropos: Ram Charit 
Manas, Lanka Kand, Doha no. 42—to Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 43.} 
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[They also sought the intervention of Lord Ram, pleading to the Lord to show mercy 
upon them by invoking his holy name and seeking his graceful help to free them from 
their plight.] 


They invoked Lord Ram and pleaded for help, praying: *Oh Lord Raghubir; oh 
gracious and kind Lord (raghubira gosa'im). We fall at your feet and plead with you 
to have mercy on us and relieve us from this plight (pahi pahi). This wicked fellow 
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(Ravana) is killing us all, as if Kaal, the god of death, has himself assumed his 
ferocious form to annihilate us.’ (7) 


When he (Ravana) observed that all the monkeys (and bears) have started fleeing 
from him, he stringed all his ten bows and mounted arrows on them (to shoot down 
the terror-stricken, fleeing troops of his enemy). (8) 
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He (Ravana) took aim and shot a rapid volley of sharp arrows that flew like countless 
serpents flying towards their prey with great speed. (Chanda line no. 1) 


The arrows filled the sky and the earth in all the directions. Where would the monkeys 
(and bears) run away now to escape them? 

[To wit, there was no place available where the fleeing monkeys and bears 
could go to hide themselves, and escape being hit by the arrows. ] (Chanda line no. 2) 


There was great alarm and a fearful tumult amongst the ranks of the monkey and bear 
warriors who were out of their wits and utterly terrified. They were all overcome with 
fear as they made an earnest plea to Lord Ram asking for his intervention to relieve 
them of this unexpected and sudden calamity that had befallen upon them all. (Chanda 
line no. 3) 


They prayed in unison: ‘Oh Lord Raghubir (raghubira); oh Lord who is an ocean of 
mercy and compassion (karuna sindhu); oh Lord who is a dear friend of those who 
are in distress and need (arata bandhu); oh Lord who ensures protection as well as 
welfare and well-being of his devotees (jana racchaka); oh Lord who dispels and 
removes the sorrows and miseries of all (hare)! (Chanda line no. 4) 
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Seeing that his troops were in disarray and facing a dire situation, Laxman picked up 
his bow in his hand, stringed it, bowed his head at the feet of Lord Ram, and then 
angrily marched to the battle-field'. (Doha no. 82) 


[Note—'Two things are to be noted here: One, that Laxman has not been asked by 
Lord Ram to go the aid of the fleeing monkeys and bears, and two, that Laxman has 
departed angrily for the battle-field after bowing his head before Lord Ram. 

The first point is answered by saying that since he was next in command in the 
army after Lord Ram himself, and a fierce war was raging in the battle-field, it was 
not deemed necessary by Laxman to seek permission from the Lord every time a 
quick action was to be taken, for it was assumed that such permission was 
automatically deemed to be granted. 

The second point is however more significant. At the time of going out to fight 
Meghanad for the first time, Laxman had also left for the battle-field in an angry 
mood; the result was that he got wounded in the battle and fell down unconscious. He 
repeats this mistake once again now. And what happened? We shall soon read herein 
below that he was shot by Ravana and fell down unconscious once again. 

This incident has a subtle message for all of us: that we must always remain 
calm and poised during adversities, leaving everything confidently on the Lord God 
with a firm conviction that he will definitely take care of us. We learn this fact from 
Laxman’s incident—because when he went out to fight Meghanad for the second time 
he had not shown any anger at all, but remained calm. What was the result? He 
succeeded in slaying Meghanad. 

Here too we shall read that after regaining his senses, Laxman went back to 
confront Ravana, but now he had not lost his cool, and hence succeeded in making 
Ravana faint—apropos: Chaupai line nos. 7-8 and Chanda line nos. 1-4 that precede 
Doha no. 84 herein below. ] 
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[When Laxman reached the spot where Ravana was, he challenged the demon king 
with these stern words:- ] 

Laxman said to Ravana, ‘Oh you wicked fellow (re khala). Why do you target 
these humble monkeys and bears? Look at me; I am your Kaal (death personified) 


(1) 


[When Ravana saw Laxman, his anger burst out like a suppressed volcano. He 
immediately recalled that it was Laxman who had killed his dear son Meghanad. For 
Ravana, now it was the time to take revenge. So he said bitterly, with utter contempt 
in his voice:- ] 

Ravana shot back at Laxman vehemently with these contemptuous and 
scornful words, ‘Oh you who are the one who killed my dear son (Meghanad). I was 
searching for you. Oh my good fortune; I have finally got hold of you, and now I will 
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cool my burning heart by slaying you with a vengeance (to avenge my son’s death 
and give rest to his soul)’.’ (2) 


[Note—'To wit, if you are indeed so eager for a fight and wish to prove your gallantry 
in the battle-field, you ought to choose someone who is your match. It’s foolish and 
cowardly for you to vent your frustration and anger on these poor fellows, the humble 
monkeys and bears, who are no match for your might and the high stature of your 
royal majesty! Why do you wish to waste your energy, why do you demean yourself, 
why do you invite scorn and dishonour yourself by fighting with these poor creatures? 
It’s a shameful thing to do for you. Well, do you wot naught that a valiant warrior 
worth his honour always fights with someone who is of an equal stature as himself? 
So, it is not a good and honourable thing for you, who are the great king of the mighty 
and proud demon race, to vent your fury on these simple creatures, the poor and 
humble monkeys and bears. 

Come on then; meet me, for I am someone of an equal stature as you are, for 
you are the king of Lanka while we two brothers, myself and my elder brother Lord 
Ram, are the princes of a mighty kingdom of Ayodhya. I have come to greet you and 
invite you for an honourable duel. Accept my challenge like a gallant warrior, and 
let’s prove ourselves before the world which is watching us closely. Come hither; let’s 
see what we can do. 


^Meghanad was killed by Laxman in a battle during of previous day—apropos: Ram 
Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 4-16 that precede Doha no. 76. 

When Ravana saw Laxman standing before him, it was natural for him to lose 
his cool for he was meeting the killer of his son. His anger was provoked much like a 
smouldering fire in a hearth that leaps up fiercely in a burst of unrestrained flames 
when fresh air is pumped into it from the side.] 
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Saying this, Ravana shot a thick volley of sharp and powerful arrows; Laxman shot 
his own arrows to counter them, and successfully broke the incoming arrows into 
hundreds of pieces. (3) 


Ravana shot countless (literally ‘hundreds of thousands'—"kotinha") weapons of 
various denominations; Laxman swiftly demolished all of them, cutting them into 
splinters!. (4) 


[Note—'All sorts of missiles, such as arrows, spears, lancets, dumb-bells, sharp- 
edged wheels, serrated rings and discuses that had razor-sharp edges, et al, were shot 
by Ravana in a rapid-fire action. Laxman showed alacrity and swiftness of reaction as 
he neutralized all the missiles as quickly as they came, demolishing them before they 
could hit their target, which obviously was Laxman himself.] 
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After neutralizing Ravana's weapons, Laxman fiercely retaliated by shooting his own 
arrows, which broke Ravana's war chariot and killed his charioteer. (5) 


Then he (Laxman) shot another volley of arrows that pierced through Ravana’s head, 
ten arrows in each of his ten heads’; it looked as if so many flying serpents were 
entering inside caves located on the top of a huge mountain. (6) 


[Note—'Laxman had first shot 2 arrows that broke Ravana's chariot and killed the 
charioteer. Then he shot a total of 100 arrows as ten arrows had pierced through each 
of Ravana's ten heads: 10 heads x 10 arrows in each head = 100 arrows. 

To wit, Laxman had shot a total of 2 + 100 = 102 arrows at Ravana.] 


UP Ad Gl ANT St at OS NT der AP eng eL o N 
Sol Wael UF Weer anit (fef ser dtf wir art c N 


puni sata sara mara ura mahim. pare'u dharani tala sudhi kachu nahim. 7. 
utha prabala puni murucha jāgī. chadisi brahma dinhi jo samgi. 8. 


Then Laxman shot another volley of a hundred powerful arrows aimed at Ravana's 
chest; these arrows slammed in and pierced through his body, felling him down on the 
ground, gravely wounded and unconscious. (7) 


Soon Ravana regained his senses and got up. Peeved and exasperated, the ferocious 
Ravana, who was now in full fury, took out a very powerful weapon given to him by 
the creator Brahma (known as Brahmastra)!. (8) 


[Note—'This weapon was infallible and sure to have a serious and devastating effect 
on its target. It was employed only in cases of emergency when all other weapons 
failed. Burning with anger, Ravana invoked it and used it to hit Laxman back with it. 

It could have been a special arrow, a spear, a lancet, or some other kind of 
missile that could be thrown at the target from a distance.] 
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so brahma datta pracanda sakti ananta ura lagi sahi. 1. 
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That Brahma’s infallible weapon, which had an inherent quality of striking hard and 
felling its target without fail, hit Laxman (who is also known as ‘Anant’) in his chest. 
(Chanda line no. 1) 


The strike was so hard that it made the valiant and brave Laxman fall down to the 
ground unconscious by its sheer force. Then Ravana, who had phenomenal strength of 
arms and stupendous might at his command, came forward agitatedly and tried to lift 
Laxman (with the intention of taking him as hostage inside the fort of Lanka). But he 
failed in his endeavours, for he could not move Laxman. 

Thus Laxman was able to maintain his dignity, and retain his honour and glory 
by making Ravana fail to lift him. (Chanda line no. 2) 


[What was the reason why Ravana failed to lift Laxman? Here’s the answer:-] 

He (i.e. Lord Seshnath, the celestial Serpent who is the primary form of 
Laxman) on whose head the whole universe, including its different divisions, lie like a 
small speck of sand --- (Chanda line no. 3) 

--- The stupid and dumb-witted Ravana tried to lift the same cosmic Being 
(who was presently in the form of Laxman) because he was not aware of the fact that 
he was the Lord of Tribhuvan (the three divisions of the world)’. (Chanda line no. 4) 


[Note—'Laxman was a manifestation of Lord Seshnath, the celestial Serpent, who is 
believed to support the entire creation by holding it on his head—apropos: Ram 
Charit Manas, (a) Baal Kand—(i) Doha no. 197; (ii) Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes 
Doha no. 17; (b) Ayodhya Kand—Doha no. 253 along with Chaupai line nos. 3-8 that 
precede it. 

The ‘Tribhuvan’ refers to the three divisions of this world: viz. heaven, earth, 
and nether world. 

This inability of Ravana to lift Laxman is easy to understand if we just apply 
common sense. Laxman, in his primary form as Seshnath, supports the world, which 
obviously includes this earth where Lanka was situated, on his head. How can anyone, 
no matter how strong he might be, lift the very piece of earth, the area of land or the 
ground on which he is standing? 

Suppose a person is standing on a mat, and the mat is spread over floor of his 
room. How can he dig that floor and lift it on his shoulders or head while standing on 
the same part of the floor? It’s like trying to lift one’s own self; it’s absolutely absurd 
and madness to even think of doing it. One can lift someone else, but not one’s own 
self! 

So therefore, trying to lift Laxman was logically and physically impossible for 
Ravana because he was standing on the very piece of ground which Laxman 
supported on his head in his primary form as Seshnath; it would be like lifting his own 
self along with the ground on which Ravana was standing, which is a ridiculous 
proposition, a senseless thought, and against all principles of science.] 
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When the son of the wind god (i.e. Hanuman) saw Ravana making attempts to lift 
Laxman, he dashed forward (to intervene and stop him from doing so), shouting at 
him and strongly admonishing Ravana by using harsh words against him. 

Almost simultaneously, when Ravana observed that Hanuman is approaching 
him menacingly, he raised himself and hit the latter hard with his clenched fists as if a 
mighty Vajra (a very hard and strong weapon used by Indra, the king of gods) was 
used to strike Hanuman’. (Doha no. 83) 


[Note—'A very interesting observation can be made here. Earlier on in the war, when 
Laxman was shot and made unconscious by Meghanad (Ravana's son), the latter too 
had tried to lift Laxman, but had failed. Then Meghanad left the wounded Laxman 
lying on the ground and went away. So by the time Hanuman came there to lift and 
take Laxman away to Lord Ram, there was no one to oppose him. {Apropos: Ram 
Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, (1) Doha no. 54 along with Chaupai line nos. 6-8 that 
precede it; (11) Chaupai line nos. 5-6 that precede Doha no. 55.) 

But now in the case of Ravana we find that he did not go away, but continued 
to make efforts to lift Laxman till the time Hanuman came to intervene.] 
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Hanuman tottered a bit but overall succeeded in overcoming the force of the blow by 
kneeling down on his knees and supporting himself on the ground; this strategy 
prevented him from falling down flat on the ground. 

He soon recovered himself and got up, full of excess of fury and seething with 
vehement wrath’. (1) 


Hanuman retaliated viciously by striking Ravana ferociously with his clenched fists; 
the blow was so hard that it struck Ravana as if the Vajra (the hard and strong weapon 
of Indra) itself had hit him with its full force. (2) 


[Note— Why was Hanuman's anger so mightily provoked? First it was because he 
saw Ravana felling Laxman by hitting the latter with Brahm's weapon, then whatever 
little anger was yet left unprovoked inside Hanuman was stoked when Ravana hit him 
with his fists. That was intolerable for Hanuman, so he decided to teach this villain 
some bitter lesson by giving him his own medicine by way of a counter fist-attack.] 
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[What was the effect of Hanuman's mighty strike?] Ravana fell down unconscious by 
the mighty force of the fist blow, but he soon recovered his senses and praised 
Hanuman's valour and courage’. (3) 


When Hanuman observed that Ravana had recovered himself, he vehemently cursed 
his own self and moaned: ‘Shame to me; shame to my valour, honour and fame. I am 
terribly ashamed of myself that I left you, the enemy of gods, alive (instead of doing 
you to death immediately after you fainted when I struck you with my fist).” (4) 


[Note—'This indeed was the way great and true warriors thought and behaved in 
ancient times. Instead of cursing and abusing Hanuman and calling him several filthy 
names in uncouth language, Ravana praised him for his gallantry and valour; he 
recognized and gave credit to Hanuman’s astounding strength and stupendous powers 
that succeeded in felling Ravana, a feat that of course was not easy. 

In today’s world, we kill each other from hiding, using guns and rockets and 
remote controlled bombs raining down from the sky upon the helpless enemy on the 
ground, and then we claim victory over a much weaker adversary. How cowardly this 
is; what kind of ‘victory’ is it? A true soldier worth his honour and name is one who 
praises the valour and martial skills of the other soldier, even though the latter is his 
mortal enemy. 


*Well, Hanuman could have done it now, he could have killed Ravana still yet, 
couldn’t he? So why didn’t Hanuman lunge at Ravana and caught hold of him and 
dash him to the ground to kill him if he was so regretful to have left him alive? 

The reason is this: Laxman was lying unconscious on the ground, and a huge, 
angry and ferocious army of demons was teeming all around. There was grave danger 
to Laxman if any time was wasted in removing him from the battle-field to a safer 
place. Some heavy demon may trample upon him, or some mighty monkey or bear 
warrior might do it by mistake, because during the heat of war warriors become 
literally blind to whom they hit, or who is lying dead or still alive but wounded on the 
ground. This possibility was too risky to overlook in the eagerness to kill Ravana. 

Hence, Hanuman decided to first take Laxman to a safer place, for Ravana 
could be tackled later on; it wasn’t that urgent now. ] 
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asa kahi lachimana kahun? kapi lyayo. dekhi dasānana bisamaya payo. 5. 
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After expressing extreme anger and exasperation at himself for not having killed 
Ravana at the spot itself (due to the exigency of the situation and the urgent call of 
duty requiring him to take Laxman to a safe place first, and keep everything else 
pending for a while), Hanuman lifted the prostrate Laxman, very swiftly and very 
easily, and brought him to where Lord Ram was’. 

When Ravana saw this (i.e. when he observed that Hanuman could easily lift 
Laxman when he himself hadn’t been able to move the latter a wee whit despite trying 
his best and employing all the strength that he could muster for the job, strength 
which was truly phenomenal), he was greatly astounded and utterly awed at this 
strange development”. (5) 


Lord Ram looked at Laxman and explained: ‘My dear brother. Think for yourself; 
recall your mighty glory and majesty. You are the one who can devour even the god 
of death, and you are the one who is the protector of gods!" (6) 


[Note—'Earlier we have read that Hanuman had easily lifted Laxman and brought 
him to Lord Ram when he was shot and made unconscious by Meghanad—apropos: 
Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 55. 

There we have read that Meghanad too had tried his best to lift Laxman but 
failed—apropos: Doha no. 54. 

An elaborate note has been appended to these verses to explain how and why 
Hanuman was able to lift Laxman when all others had failed. 

We will briefly site here a simple example of ordinary life to explain how it 
was made possible. Suppose a green leaf of a tree is plucked off its branch by some 
miscreant; the leaf would obviously fall on the ground below. It wouldn't move on its 
own, but suppose again that a strong wind starts blowing. What will happen? The 
wind would easily lift the leaf, bear it along or carry it aloft to a certain point, and 
then drop it there. Now, a sudden force in the wind is needed to actually lift the leaf 
from the ground; mild or soft breeze wouldn't lift it. 

This example explains what might have happened on the battle-field of Lanka. 
Hanuman, as is well known and documented, was the ‘son of the wind god’; he 
inherited the genes, and consequently the abilities and qualities of the ‘wind god’. 
Added to this factor was another: since Lord Ram and his brother were fighting this 
war on behalf of the gods, and on their behest, it was obligatory for the gods to help 
them in the best way they could; they were morally duty-bound to do it. So therefore, 
when the time came to help Lord Ram by removing Laxman from the dangers of the 
battle-field, the “wind god’ decided to do his bit by aiding his son Hanuman in lifting 
Laxman and taking him out of harms way, which meant bringing him to Lord Ram. 

So be it. But then, why couldn't Ravana not move Laxman even a fraction ofa 
millimeter from the ground where he was lying inspite of the well-known fact that he 
had successfully lifted the mighty Kailash mountain, the abode of Lord Shiva, when 
he laid siege on it and decided to bring it to Lanka along with its Patron Lord, Shiva— 
apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, (i) Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha 
no. 25; (ii) Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 29. 

The answer is this: Ravana had an extremely gross nature; he was very sinful 
and evil and full of vices in his body, and so therefore he represented more closely the 
‘earth element’, which is the grossest and the most heavy of the five elements of 
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creation, which incidentally are the sky, wind, fire, water and earth elements in 
ascending order of grossness. In sharp contrast with the nature of Ravana was 
Hanuman, for he stood for the ‘subtler and lighter forces of creation represented by 
the wind element’. So therefore, since Ravana himself was ‘gross and heavy as lead’, 
and consequently symbolized the nature of the ‘earth’ which itself is heavy and gross, 
he differed remarkably from the nature of Hanuman who symbolized the ‘subtle and 
lighter forces of creation represented by the wind element’. 

To wit, Ravana was an image of the ‘heavy and gross earth element’, while 
Hanuman was an image of the ‘subtler and lighter wind element’. 

Heavy things go down; lighter things move up. If we put a ball of lead in 
water, it will sink; but if we put a balloon filled with air on the same water, it will 
float on the surface; won’t it? 

This observation answers our question on its own accord: Ravana, being gross 
and heavy as the earth element, could not lift Laxman because here Laxman’s own 
weight was added to the mighty weight of the earth which he carried on his head in 
his primary form as Lord Seshnath, the celestial Serpent—apropos: Chanda line nos. 
3-4 that precede Doha no. 83 herein above. 

On the other hand was Hanuman; he had the qualities of the wind element 
which is an invisible stupendous force of creation, strong enough to be able to easily 
uproot large trees, and make even the mighty ocean heave and rise in the form of 
gigantic waves, many meters high, that move forward in the form of a high wall that 
moves fast and furious with devastating force, when it is whipped up by the force of a 
fierce storm, so much so that it can topple huge ships and lay to ruin vast coastal areas 
where it makes landfall. What is a humble leaf lying on the ground before the might 
of this wind force? To wit, when Hanuman employed his inherent force of the power 
of the wind element, lifting Laxman was only like a child’s play; like a child lifting a 
leaf from the ground and taking it somewhere. 

Come to think of it; anything that is gross like the earth element is visible also 
like the earth in its physical form as we know it, but anything that is subtle and light 
like the wind element remains invisible to us like our own breath or the air that 
surrounds us. So therefore, we can see or visualize Ravana flexing his muscles, biting 
his teeth, sweating and fretting and fuming and cursing and calling names as he 
physically applies all the might of his twenty strong arms in an attempt to lift Laxman, 
but we have no such account for Hanuman! It is because Ravana’s efforts were visible 
to us as he was a gross person, while Hanuman’s efforts remained invisible as his was 
a subtler and sublime presence, a persona that transcended the grossness of this 
physical world. 

We must remember in this context that Hanuman was able to lift the mighty 
mountain containing the medicinal herbs needed to revive Laxman when he had 
fainted earlier, and held it aloft on his hands as he cruised all the way across the night 
sky for thousands of miles from the northern Himalayas to the battle-field of Lanka— 
apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 7-8 that precede Doha 
no. 58. If he could do that, there is no wonder he could lift Laxman as well, because 
he had the technical skill and the acumen needed to perform this feat, something 
others didn’t have. 

Besides this incident, Hanuman had also streaked across the sky over the 
ocean like an arrow while coming to and going back from Lanka when he had been 
sent to search for Sita— apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 
8 that precedes Doha no. 1. 
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"Ravana was confounded because he couldn't see deeper into the truth. It is because 
of the effects of ‘Maya’, the Supreme Lord’s power to create delusions that 
overwhelmed him and clouded his wisdom. It was because his time was up; ‘death’ 
was coming closer to him, and its dark shadow had engulfed his intellect and 
discretion like the creeping shadow that precedes total lunar or solar eclipse. 


*See note appended to verse no. 7 herein below. ] 


Od aaa Ste AS quem QUPD ST Gehl Hee I 9 N 
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sunata bacana uthi baitha krpala. ga'l gagana so sakati karala. 7. 
puni kodanda bana gahi dhā'ē. ripu sanmukha ati atura a'e. 8. 


No sooner did the merciful Laxman heard Lord Ram's pleas, then he sat up, as if 
nothing at all had happened to him’. Meanwhile, the deadly ‘Shakti’, i.e. the powerful 
energized weapon that Ravana had used to strike Laxman with, went back to the 
heavens’. (7) 


Thence, Laxman grabbed a formidable bow called ‘Kodanda’’ and its compatible 
arrows, and rushed once again very eagerly to face the enemy in the battle-field. (8) 


[Note—'When Laxman was made unconscious the last time during his battle with 
Meghanad, we have read that he was revived with the help of certain medicinal herbs 
that grew on a mountain brought by Hanuman from the higher reaches of the 
Himalayas. Now, once the usefulness of these herbs was proved, it can be reasonably 
and logically assumed that Lord Ram and his wise ministers had kept the rest of the 
herbs safely for any future use, because they couldn’t take any further risks while a 
bloody and deadly war was raging. 

So this time around, these herbs came in handy to them; for as soon as 
Laxman was brought in, he was immediately administered the potion that had revived 
him earlier. Wonderful war strategy indeed it was; any commander of an army will 
instinctively do the same thing even today. 


“And what about this ‘Shakti’ going to the heaven? Well, here heaven actually means 
the ‘sky’. It implies that the shaft that had entered Laxman’s body was pulled out by 
either Lord Ram himself or any one of his ministers, who immediately ‘flung it off so 
violently that it appeared to fly away into the sky’. Meanwhile, the medicinal herb 
was applied to Laxman’s wound, and its action was so rapid that he recovered very 
quickly. In ancient times when no modern medicines and healing technology were 
available, but the most ferocious of wars were fought nevertheless, surely some 
ancient method of healing the wounded soldiers were known to the commanders of 
great armies which helped them to get the wounded soldiers back on their feet fast. 

To recall an example from classical literature, we read in ‘Don Quixote’ by 
Miguel de Cervantes Saavedra, in its chapter no. iii, book 2, that when the knight- 
errant named Don Quixote was once seriously injured in his ears during one of his 
many misadventures, wherein one of his ears was just short of being ripped off his 
body, and he managed to escape with just a deep gash which was bleeding and 
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paining extremely, the nomadic goatherds with whom had been discoursing on some 
subject and to whom he complained about his misery, came to his aid; they crushed 
some leaves of the rosemary plant, mixed some salt in the paste, and bandaged the 
injured part of the ear with this concoction. It had a rapid healing effect, and our brave 
knight-errant found immediate relief. 

Well, let’s come back to the story. We have read that this weapon was known 
as Brahma Shakti; so it went to its original owner, i.e. to the creator Brahma. This is 
why it is said here that it went to the ‘heaven’. 


`The Kodanda Bow is the special bow belonging to Lord Ram, and it was used 
sparingly during the war; it was the one which was used to slay Ravana. It was 
different from other bows, for it had some special virtues unique to it. It was crafted 
by with the specific purpose of eliminating the scourge of the evil forces of Nature 
symbolized by Ravana and his vile demon compatriots. ] 
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chanda. 


atura bahori bibhanji syandana suta hati byakula kiyo. 1. 

giryo dharani dasakandhara bikalatara bana sata bedhyo hiyo. 2. 
sarathi dusara ghali ratha tehi turata lanka lai gayo. 3. 

raghubira bandhu pratapa punja bahori prabhu carananhi nayo. 4. 


Laxman went back hastily, and with renewed fury, to face Ravana once again in the 
battle-field. He shot a volley of fierce arrows that broke Ravana's second chariot! into 
splinters, killed his charioteer, and made the demon warlord extremely exasperated. 
(Chanda line no. 1) 


He (Laxman) pierced Ravana's chest with a hundred arrows shot simultaneously; 
they had a devastating effect on Ravana, making him totter and swoon, and fall down 
on the ground in great agitation. (Chanda line no. 2) 


In the meantime, another charioteer, who was waiting with a spare chariot?, 
immediately picked up the fallen Ravana and scampered away with great haste, taking 
him back to the fort of Lanka. (Chanda line no. 3) 


After having chased back the enemy and avenging himself, Lord Ram's valorous 
brother (Laxman) came back to the Lord. (Chanda line no. 4) 


[Note—'Laxman had broken Ravana's first chariot and killed its charioteer before he 
was shot and made unconscious by the demon king—apropos: Chaupai line no. 5 that 
precedes Doha no. 83 herein above. 

Meanwhile, during the intervening time, while Hanuman had taken Laxman to 
Lord Ram and then Laxman had come back to the battle-field to face Ravana once 
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again after regaining his senses, Ravana called in another chariot that was kept in 
reserve, as a stand-by. It was this new chariot, the zu one, that Laxman broke now. 


?This was the ‘3™ chariot’ used by Ravana that we come across. The demon king kept 
many war chariots in reserve during battles so that he can quickly switch from one to 
another should any emergency arise. ] 
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There, inside Lanka, when the ten-headed Ravana regained his consciousness after 
some time, he started doing some kind of fire sacrifice! that would enable (or 
empower) him to win the war against Lord Ram. 

Indeed and in all sooth, he was truly an ignorant and dumb-witted fellow, 
whose mind was pervert and heart wicked, that he even imagined he would gain 
victory in a war by antagonizing Lord Ram, by standing as the Lord's enemy with the 
hope of defeating the Supreme Lord of the world’. (Doha no. 84) 


[Note—'This is the second time we come across performance of a fire sacrifice by the 
demon clan during the course of the war. Earlier it was Meghanad who did it— 
apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-2 that precede Doha 
no. 75. 

In both these cases, i.e. in the case of Meghanad earlier and of Ravana now, 
the fire sacrifices were done during the night, at the end of the day's battle. 

The light of the fire lit for the purpose of the sacrifice lighted up the night sky. 
It was a tell-tale sign that would warn Vibhishan that a fire sacrifice was being 
undertaken by Ravana in Lanka. We shall read in the following verse that Vibhishan 
came to know about the developments and went to warn Lord Ram about it. 


?This marked the end of the 6" day of the war.] 


"io. set faster wer af ug aaf sng vqufafe Gare u 9 ui 
mA HTS Wat Wee WT | fees wu café ARE STU sd 
usag Te aT ve ser ole aia stra TAH AT I 3 I 
caupa’. 
iham bibhisana saba sudhi pa'l. sapadi ja'i raghupatihi sunā'. 1. 
natha kara'i ravana ēka jaga. sid'dha bha'em nahim marihi abhaga. 2. 
pathavahu natha begi bhata bandara. karahim bidhansa ava dasakandhara. 3. 


1762 


In the meantime, Vibhishan learnt everything about the developments in Lanka (i.e. 
he got to know that Ravana was engaged in doing a fire sacrifice to gain victory in the 
war). So he immediately rushed and told all about it to Lord Ram”. (1) 


Vibhishan said: ‘Oh Lord; Ravana is doing a fire sacrifice. If that unfortunate fellow 
completes it successfully, then he would become invincible, and it will not be possible 
to kill him any longer. (2) 


So therefore oh Lord, it has become imperative (for us) to send monkey and bear 
warriors to interrupt it. They must go forthwith and disrupt the sacrifice so that 
Ravana would be provoked and forced to come here (in the battle-field) before he 
manages to complete it successfully and gain invincibility.” (3) 


[Note—'How did Vibhishan come to know what Ravana was doing inside his fort? 
There are two possibilities: One, some spy had informed Vibhishan about it, who was 
also keeping him abreast of everything that was happening inside the fort. And two, as 
soon as the sacrificial fire was lit, its flames lighted the night firmament above, and it 
was a tell-tale sign which led Vibhishan to conclude that Ravana was performing a 
great fire sacrifice. We must remember that Vibhishan was Ravana’s brother, and so 
he was well acquainted with family practices and his elder brother’s habits, and the 
rituals he was likely to perform when faced with emergencies. 


?Earlier too, when Meghanad had done a similar fire sacrifice, Vibhishan had rushed 
to tell Lord Ram about it, and warn him that if he succeeded in finishing it, then he 
would become invincible—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line 
nos. 1-5 that precede Doha no. 75. 


*Remarkable indeed! It ought to be noted that the initiative to disrupt the fire sacrifice 
was taken by Vibhishan, and not Lord Ram. Here it is clear that Vibhishan had 
expressly requested that troops be dispatched to prevent the completion of the 
sacrifice. This made it obligatory for Lord Ram to heed this advice, because 
Vibhishan was a trusted military advisor, a close confidential aide and the strategist of 
the Lord during this campaign, and failing to listen to him, and then if the war was 
lost, the entire blame would lie squarely on the Lord's shoulders. 

Besides this, the Lord was employing the ancient wisdom of paying back a 
wicked fellow with the sort of money with which he does his own business; or rather, 
to give him the taste of his own medicine. Demons were known to defile and destroy 
fire sacrifices of sages, and so now it was high time to repay them and giving them the 
same remedy by destroying their own sacrifices. (Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Baal 
Kand, Chaupai line nos. 5-8 that precede Doha no. 181; and Chanda line nos. 1-2 that 
precede Doha no. 183.} 

In sage Veda Vyas’ epic ‘Adhyatma Ramayan’, Lanka Kand, Canto 10, verse 
nos. 4-16, it is clearly mentioned that Ravana was advised by his guru Sukracharya 
that he should do a particular kind of fire sacrifice in some secret place. His guru also 
told him the secret of how to do it and the Mantras to be employed. This ritual, if 
completed successfully, would provide him with certain war paraphernalia, such as a 
chariot, horses, bows, arrows, quiver etc., which would make him invincible in the 
war. So Ravana retired to his palace and got a deep underground cavern made for this 
purpose. But unfortunately for him, a huge plume of smoke emanating from the fire 
sacrifice rose and went up high in the sky; it also contained the aroma of the various 
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herbs that were used for the sacrifice. Vibhishan had spotted this smoke and also 
smelled the smell of herbs, most probably because the smoke wafted towards the 
camp of Lord Ram by the force of the breeze that was blowing in that direction. 

So Vibhishan immediately became alert; he came to the conclusion that the 
only cause of this smoke and its aromatic smell was that Ravana was doing some sort 
of fire sacrifice, and there could be no other reason for him doing it in the middle of 
night other than gaining victory in the war. ] 
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As soon as it was dawn, Lord Ram sent agile and valiant warriors such as Hanuman, 
Angad etc. to accomplish this task’. All of them dashed forward to Lanka with great 
haste. (4) 


The monkeys leapt over the walls of the fort of Lanka? very easily, and then fearlessly 
entered the palace of Ravana. (5) 


When they found him doing the fire sacrifice, they lost their cool and became 
excessively furious and wild with anger. (6) 


[Note— Throughout the war we will observe that it were Angad and Hanuman who 
had led the assault from the front. Other great warriors, such as Nala, Neela, Dwivid, 
Jamvant etc. had their own roles to play and had accompanied them, but the main 
pillars on which the success of the war rested were undoubtedly Angad and Hanuman. 
Lord Ram was acquainted with their exceptional abilities, stupendous valour and 
phenomenal strength, and so he would always summon them first and ask them to 
lead each phase of the assault. 

A question arises in one's mind that was it good for Lord Ram to order the 
destruction of a fire sacrifice? Well, though apparently this ordering of destruction of 
a fire sacrifice was not a good act for Lord Ram to do, as he was an upholder of 
righteousness and supporter of good deeds, but we must remember that he was 
fighting a war with a cunning and vicious enemy who would go to any length to 
defeat his opponent; and times of wars have different set of rules as compared to 
peaceful times. Besides this, the Lord wished to give a message that a thorn has to be 
plucked out by another thorn or a needle if the whole body is to be prevented from 
developing gangrene; it was a literal tit-for-tat for the demons who had been 
relentlessly defiling fire sacrifices of sages. 

If mercy was shown on the demons in this final stage when the objective of 
Lord Vishnu to come down to earth as Lord Ram was about to be fulfilled, then all 
efforts would be wasted. To wit, if Ravana was allowed to survive, which he surely 
would if he successfully completed the fire sacrifice, then the sufferings he had 
caused to the world and the horrors he had perpetrated, would continue unabated. He 
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would become all the more brazen and reckless; sins and evil deeds would multiply, 
and all things under the banner of ‘Dharma’, such as the virtues of goodness and 
righteousness, would become the casualty. 

If this was allowed to happen then Lord Ram, who was the Supreme Being, 
would fail in his duty in upholding the tenets of Dharma and protecting the humble 
creatures of his own creation who were being mercilessly tormented and made to 
suffer interminably by the demons. So such niceties as avoiding the destruction of a 
fire sacrifice on the grounds of high moral and scrupulous were not the need of the 
hour, especially in the context of what was already happening and what would happen 
in the world if Ravana survived. 

Lord Ram also wished to make Ravana and Meghnad, both of whose fire 
sacrifices were ordered to be destroyed, have a taste of their own medicine. They were 
used to defiling the fire sacrifices of sages, hermits and seers, so let them feel how bad 
they must have felt. 

It also shows that when all means to avoid confrontation were exhausted, 
when the wicked, the pervert, the rascal and the unrighteous evil fellows who were 
embodiments of every imaginable forms of sin and evil, would not see reason and 
mend their ways, then for the larger good of the world, in the larger interest of 
restoring order and peace in this world, the Lord had no other alternative but to 
administer a bitter medicine to the demons to which they were so accustomed. Drastic 
situations need equally drastic remedies, for oftentimes it does become imperative to 
use harsh methods for the larger interest of the society and humanity. If the carrot 
doesn't work, the stick has to be oftentimes used. 

If the Lord shows mercy and compassion—which is actually his habit and 
wont—then multitudes suffer due to the wickedness of a handful of persons. It is 
better to sacrifice them and salvage the boat of peaceful and harmonious existence 
rather than pretending to be righteous and let the humanity suffer. Being a King and 
Lord of the universe and a caretaker of its inhabitants, it was morally bound on Sri 
Ram to protect his suffering subjects from the cruelty and tyranny unleashed by 
Ravana and his kith and kin. 

So the ordering of the destruction of Ravana’s fire sacrifice should be seen in 
this context. 


^AII the gates of the fort of Lanka were closed. So it became necessary for Angad and 
Hanuman to take a giant leap and enter the city forthwith, as no time could be wasted 
in stopping Ravana from completing the sacrifice. In Adhyatma Ramayan, a similar 
thing is described in its Lanka Kand, Canto 10, verse nos. 16-20. 

Even if the gates were not closed, it would be a waste of crucial time and 
sapping of vital energy trying to engage with the demon army stationed to protect the 
fort. Angad and Hanuman were tasked with destroying the fire sacrifice, and not 
clashing with and decimating the enemy army. ] 
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They scornfully teased Ravana by saying, ‘Oh you shameless and cowardly fellow. 
You ran away from the battle-field, and came here to pretend to be doing meditation 
like a heron.” (7) 


Saying this, Angad kicked him (Ravana) viciously. But the wicked fellow paid no 
attention to it as his mind was preoccupied with other things’. (8) 


[Note—'This metaphor of the heron is used for a person who is very pretentious, 
deceitful, and full of falsehood, who pretends to be a harmless, nice and holy person 
to mislead other from his true intention, for he is the most wicked creature one may 
come across. 

This bird stands in water on one leg and bent neck, appearing to be engaged in 
silent meditation. But its attention is fixed on any fish that may come within its range, 
for then it would swiftly pick it up from water with its long beak and gobble it up, 
only to resume its meditative, saintly and holy posture the next moment. 

Here the monkeys mean that Ravana was a coward who ran away from battle, 
but now he pretends to be a holy man engaged in his religious pursuit. Is this his true 
character; is he really a holy man doing a fire sacrifice? Well, if it was so then they 
would never dare ruin his fire sacrifice, but the truth is that he is a crook who is 
assuming this posture with the evil intention of acquiring powers that would enable 
him to wreak havoc, to unleash the fire of hell on his enemy, the monkeys and bears 
as well as their Lord Ram and his close advisors. So this being the case, surely there is 
no harm in disrupting his fire sacrifice. 

This observation makes it clear why the monkey troops were not accused of 
committing a sinful act by destroying the sacrifice of Ravana: for it was being done 
with evil intentions. Compared to this, the destruction of the fire sacrifices of sages by 
the demons was a sinful act as their sacrifices were a part of their religious duties and 
spiritual practices that had no evil component in it; they weren’t aimed against 
anybody. 


^Credit must be given to Ravana at least for once in this regard, that when he was 
engaged in doing the fire sacrifice, all his attention was focused on it as it rightly 
ought to be. He was immune to everything else; external stimuli did not affect him at 
all, nor was he disturbed by them, for his inner-self was deeply immersed in 
meditating on the deity to whom he was offering this sacrifice and his physical body 
was as good as dead and numb. 

Even if we do not accept this argument and say that Ravana was fully 
conscious of his surroundings, then at least one thing is sure: as soon as a noisy 
raucous was created by the invading monkeys, Ravana immediately realized why they 
had come, which was to disrupt his sacrifice. So he mentally geared himself up to 
defeat their design by not allowing himself to be disturbed and get provoked by 
anything they do. 

Hence, when Angad kicked him violently, Ravana maintained his cool.] 
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Ue ata aire facta qua we dfi na Ag ETE U v I 


chanda. 


nahim citava jaba kari kopa kapi gahi dasana latanha marahim. 1. 
dhari kesa nari nikari bahéra té'tidina pukarahim. 2. 

taba uthe'u krud'dha krtanta sama gahi carana banara dara’. 3. 

ehi bica kapinha bidhansa krta makha dékhi mana mahumi hara. 4. 


When he (Ravana) did not open his eyes (i.e. when he remained calm and continued 
with his fire sacrifice, neglecting all insinuating words and provocative actions of 
Angad who had kicked him and called him a coward and a pretentious crook), all the 
monkeys who had come to disrupt his sacrifice attacked him all at once; some biting 
him with their teeth and others kicking him violently. (Chanda line no. 1) 


They went on the rampage; some entered his palace and dragged his women (i.e. the 
female members of Ravana's royal household) out into the open by pulling them by 
their hairs, as a result of which they wailed in terror and screamed in abject fear (of 
being dishonoured and seriously injured)'. (Chanda line no. 2) 


It was too much for Ravana to cope with (because never ever in his long life had he 
been subjected to this extreme low level of humiliation where his women would be 
dragged out of the palace by their hairs, wailing and crying helplessly, and subjected 
to such wild dishonour in his presence). 

So finally he lost his poise and got up in a huff. Bursting in the seam in 
surging anger, with all his restraint cracked beyond repair, he was a personified Kaal 
(Death) raging mad with vehemence and wrath. He reacted most violently and 
vengefully by quickly catching whosoever monkey warrior he could lay his hands by 
their legs, and dealing with all of these unfortunate victims most viciously, by 
throwing them away violently, felling some unconscious to the ground while 
thrashing and dashing others most brutally, and flicking some into the raging fire of 
the sacrificial pit (where they would char to death and roasted alive). (Chanda line no. 
3) 


During this time (while he was engaged in venting his anger on those monkeys who 
had dragged out his women), the other monkey warriors destroyed his fire sacrifice”. 
When Ravana finally took notice of it, he was extremely dismayed and completely 
devastated, for now he lost all hopes of winning this war’. (Chanda line no. 4) 


[Note— The monkeys were representing Lord Ram. It therefore implies that what 
they did had an indirect approval or tacit support of the Lord, for the Lord had never 
scolded them for doing such nasty things as dragging out women from inside their 
private chambers by pulling at their hairs. What does it mean? The Lord wanted to tell 
Ravana, albeit silently, that it is his punishment for what he had done with the women 
folk of others—for it is documented in ancient histories related to him that when he 
attacked the gods and other great rulers, he would grab their women and bring them as 
mistresses of his household—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Doha no. 182- 
b. 

One such instance of Ravana's pervert and lascivious nature is right before 
us—the abduction of Sita, the wife of Lord Ram, which, as we are well acquainted 
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with by now, was the reason why this epic war erupted—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, 
Aranya Kand, (i) Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 25; and (11) Doha no. 28. 


*Once again, this was exactly what Ravana himself had ordered his demons to do—to 
destroy the fire sacrifices of sages and kill them, and was now being paid in his own 
coin—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, (a) Baal Kand, (i) Doha no. 181 along with 
Chaupai line nos. 4-8 that precede it; (ii) Chaupai line nos. 2-5 that precede Doha no. 
206; and (iii) Chaupai line nos. 8-10 that precede Doha no. 207; and (b) Aranya Kand, 
Doha no. 9 along with Chaupai line nos. 4-8 that precede it. 


?Ravana had pinned his hopes of victory in the war on the successful completion of 
his fire sacrifice. With this sacrifice in ruins, all hopes were lost; he felt himself 
sinking and weak in his knees. Now he was sure that the end was near; that the game 
was up for him. As it is said that when a person becomes very desperate and loses all 
hopes of recovery from his misfortunes, he becomes a very frustrated and dangerous 
man, like an injured lion or tiger, and if this person is in command of anything with 
which he can vent his anger on him who he believes has been the cause of his fall and 
misfortunes, then all hell breaks lose. Knowing now that death was a forgone 
conclusion for him, Ravana pulled out all stops and went berserk in anger. 

So we shall discover now when we read on with this most fascinating 
narration of this equally fascinating Story, that the last phase of the war was the most 
vicious and brutal of all; it was a terrifying war fought with the extreme viciousness 
and hair-raising horror imaginable; a war the like of which was never again fought on 
earth. 

Imagine the mismatch between the two great warring armies: on one side were 
ferocious giants, the vicious demons, armed to the teeth with the best of weapons and 
war paraphernalia in vogue at that point of time in history, and on the other side were 
the humble creatures known as monkeys and bears, who are regarded as primitive 
creatures low down in the ladder of evolution, who had nothing worth the name to be 
called as proper weapons of war, except their own teeth and the strength of their 
muscular arms, or the access to primitive attack weapons provided by mother Nature 
herself, such as trees, rocks and boulders! With these primitive tools at their disposal, 
the monkeys and bears succeeded in conquering the mightiest empire on earth at that 
time—the Demon Empire ruled by Ravana, an empire that stretched its sway and 
tentacles from the high heavens where the almighty Gods lived, right up to the nether 
world where other powerful Spirits ruled, those who had no less importance and no 
less powers than the Gods of heaven, with the poor earth with its humble creatures, 
including the human race and the animals, lying somewhere in between! 

All these things point to one obvious reason: it is that this victory of the 
monkeys and bears was made possible only by the grace and blessings of Lord Ram, 
the Supreme Being himself personified in the Lord’s physical form, and there was no 
other reason. ] 
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jagya bidhansi kusala kapi a'e raghupati pasa. 
cale'u nisacara krud'dha ho'i tyagi jivana kai asa. 85. 


After destroying Ravana's sacrifice successfully, the monkeys came back to Lord 
Ram. Meanwhile, the demon king (Ravana) lost all hopes of either attaining victory or 
surviving this war alive, and so he departed for the battle-field boiling over with rage 
and mad with vengefulness!. (Doha no. 85) 


[Note— Ravana now decided that there is no looking back for him, that there was no 
hope for him to retrieve his lost glory and fame. He had lived a proud life as an 
invincible conqueror who had vanquished even the mighty gods by the valour of his 
strong arms. Now faced with the horrifying prospect of defeat and its attendent 
ignominy and humiliation, which was by now magnified manifold times by his 
inability to protect the honour and dignity of his own women folk who were pulled 
out unceremoniously from their palace by the monkey troops and ridiculed publicly, 
coupled by the infamy attached to the earlier deaths of his mighty son Meghanad and 
equally mighty brother Kumbhakaran, Ravana by now had turned into a mad and 
fanatic killer, who wots no boundaries and transcends all limits in his determination to 
unleash his fiery fury, like an erupting volcano spewing out molten lava or a ferocious 
dragon out to annihilate the world by breathing fire and brimstone, upon those whom 
he thinks are the cause of his fall from grace and loss of fortunes. 

In this mental state of excessive aggressiveness and frustration, where he lost 
all hopes of living, and was therefore turned into a ferocious messenger of death and 
destruction, Ravana left the fort of Lanka and plunged head-on into the battle. He was 
determined now onwards to fight like a mad bull that is gravely injured, resolved to 
obliterate anything that stood in his way in the battle-field.] 
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No sooner had Ravana left the fort for the battle-field, than all sorts of ill omens of the 
worst kind, portending calamities and horrors of destruction without forbearance, 
commenced to reveal themselves. For instance, vultures (that are harbingers of death 
as they feed on dead bodies and rotting corpses) came in droves to alight on his head 
and then fly away. (1) 


But he was so tightly under the grip of Death and entangled firmly by its deadly 
tentacles that he won't listen to anything sane or to anybody whosoever he might be 
(as he had become excessively stubborn, exceptionally furious with anger, and filled 
with burning desire for revenge that engulfed his entire being). 

He declared an all-out war with no holds barred, and asked war trumpets to be 
sounded with full vigour, in high decibel. (2) 
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[Note—'Having decided that for aught he saw there was no other future left for him 
but death, Ravana cared no more for his own life, nor for what would befall upon 
anyone else. 

So, without waiting or caring to weigh his options any longer, he ordered the 
war trumpets to be sounded with full vigour, screwed his face menacingly in a grisly 
sign of unleashing his nasty vengeance upon his enemy, he immediately sallied out of 
the fort of Lanka, mad and furious with anger and raging wrath. 

He didn’t even bother whether his demon warriors followed him or not, for let 
us remember he had declared earlier that he relied on no body but the valour and 
might of his own arms when he had first decided to pick up the cudgel of animosity 
with Lord Ram, and so he would prove it in this war once the enemy has come 
directly to challenge him for a duel—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, 
Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 78.] 
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The huge and formidable army of the demon race sallied out of the fort and headed 
for the battle-field. It had countless war elephants, chariots, foot soldiers (infantry) as 
well as those mounted on horses (cavalry)'. (3) 


These wicked and dumb-witted fellows rushed towards Lord Ram (and his army) just 
like insects fly towards a flame to meet their death. (4) 


[Note—'Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes 
Doha no. 79 where it is said that the demon army had four wings—implying foot 
soldiers or infantry, horse-riding soldiers or the cavalry, those who rode war elephants 
or the warrior mahouts, and those who used war chariots, which in modern parlance 
we call the ‘mechanized division'.] 
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Meanwhile, on this side (i.e. on the side of the battle-field where Lord Ram and his 
army were assembled) the gods (who had collected in the heaven to watch the 
proceedings on the ground) prayed fervently to Lord Ram, pleading with the Lord: 
*Oh Lord. This fellow (Ravana) had inflicted uncountable horrors and miseries upon 
us. (5) 


1770 


So therefore oh Lord, don’t play hide and seek with him for long, and get rid of him 
soon, for Sita (also known as Vaidehi) is getting very upset and feeling highly 
miserable as she is tormented with the uncertainty of fate that prevails in the war with 
the passage of each day.” (6) 


[Note—'The gods were correct in this, for we shall soon read about it directly while 
narrating the conversation that Sita had with Trijata, the pious old demoness 
appointed by Ravana to guard her, and who had become very friendly and 
sympathetic to her during her captivity in Lanka—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka 
Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 99—to Chaupai line no. 6 that 
precedes Doha no. 100. 

Here we note two things—The first is that the gods are reminding Lord Ram 
the primary reason why Lord Vishnu had come down to earth from heaven in the 
Lord’s form when the gods had prayed to him for deliverance from the terror 
unleashed by Ravana and his cruel demon race—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Baal 
Kand, Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 184—to Chaupai line no. 7 that 
precedes Doha no. 187. 

And two, the gods are reminding the Lord about what Hanuman had said when 
he came back from Lanka with Sita’s report, hearing which the Lord decided not to 
waste any more time but launch a campaign to free her—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, 
Sundar Kand, (1) Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 30—to Chaupai line no. 4 
that precedes Doha no. 32; and (ii) Chaupai line nos. 6-8 that precede Doha no. 34, 
which is very explicit on this subject. 

So, when the gods observed that the war was dragging on and on without any 
end in sight, they were worried, and decided to remind Lord Ram to hurry up and 
bring it to an end.] 
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When Lord Ram heard the words of the gods, he smiled! and got up to get ready for 
the final phase of the war. He took up his arrows (as well as the bow) to put them in 
order, and make them ready for use. (7) 


He also wound the long hairs on his head tightly into a coil, and looked so charming 
in this form as flowers were also tucked in between the layers of this coil to form a 
wreath on his head (as a symbolic token of victory)". (8) 


[Note— Why did the Lord smile? There are several reasons. He smiled because the 
gods want him to do everything for them, but they do not even have the basic courtesy 
and common sense of extending some help to him on their part. Don't they know that 
the Lord is on foot while his enemy Ravana is riding a war chariot? Couldn't the gods 
arrange a chariot for the Lord; couldn't Indra, the king of gods, send his own chariot 
to help Lord Ram? Well, the Lord smiled at the selfishness of the gods: for they want 
the Lord to do everything for them, and they not considering any simple way of 
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helping him to help them. The Lord smiled in amusement, thinking to himself that he 
would fulfill his obligations irrespective of how the gods are. 

He also smiled that the gods have started getting nervous; they have begin to 
doubt about the outcome of this war, inspite of being aware that once Lord Vishnu 
had promised them to eliminate the scourge of the demons he would not fail his 
words. But everything is done at the proper time, and that proper time regarding the 
hour of Ravana’s physical death had not arrived as yet. 

The Lord smiled as he was waiting for the gods to make another fervent plea 
for protection and deliverance from the fear of Ravana, lest they should forget the 
Lord’s obligation upon them and say later on that Ravana died on his own accord 
when his lifespan had ended. Or, the God of Death, the ‘Kaal’, may boast that it was 
he who had killed Ravana, and Lord Ram had no role in it. Lord Ram was aware of 
the selfish nature of the gods. Were the gods really ‘selfish’? Yes indeed they were, 
and it is clearly reiterated in Ram Charit Manas, (1) Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line no. 3 
that precedes Doha no. 295; and (ii) Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes 
Doha no. 110. 

Another reason for the Lord smiling is that these gods were so clever that they 
have cited Sita’s miseries as the main reason for asking Lord Ram to hurry up in 
ending the war, instead of acknowledging that they themselves are dying of fear with 
the passage of each day. 


?The flowers and leaves intertwined in the matted hairs of Lord Ram look odd in the 
background of the fierce war underway in the bloody fields of Lanka. But it indicates 
two things: One, that the Lord was complete at ease and confident, even finding time 
to groom himself properly in anticipation of certain victory. And two, the wreath on 
his head was a clear signal to the gods that they need not worry as the victory was 
now a certainty, for only a victorious warrior becomes entitled to wear the wreath 
symbolizing conquest on his head. ] 
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The Lord's reddened eyes (as they were angry; or it may also mean ‘eyes that were 
like a lotus flower with a pink shade) and his dark complexion looked majestic and 
charming; they were so fascinating to behold that this sight gave unbound pleasure to 
everyone in this world who had the good fortune to observe it at that time (and to 
everyone else in this world who can close his eye and have this divine view revealed 
on the canvas of his mind). (9) 


The Lord had the quiver tied firmly around his waist with the help of the waist-cloth 
that was girdled tightly around the middle part of his body. He also held the 
formidable bow called Kodanda! as well as powerful arrows in his two hands. (10) 


[Note— This ‘Kodanda’ bow was used sparingly during the war, at only crucial 
points. This bow was the one which was used by Lord Ram to fulfil his promise made 
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to the gods and mother earth in his original form as Lord Vishnu that he would 
remove the cause of their fears and miseries by getting rid of the cruel demon race led 
by its king Ravana. Therefore, the Bow was called ‘Sarang’ when it was held by Lord 
Vishnu, and when held by Lord Ram, an incarnation of Vishnu, it came to be known 
as ‘Kodanda’. 

A very remarkable thing has happened here, and it is worth pausing a bit here 
to understand its significance. The bow which Lord Ram picks up now to kill Ravana 
is called ‘Kodanda’. Well, if we go back to the time when the Lord had married Sita 
by breaking the bow in Janakpur, that bow was also called *Kodanda', and it belonged 
to Lord Shiva! This is explicitly mentioned in Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, (1) 
Doha no. 251; and (ii) Chanda line no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 261. 

So what does this mean? How can Lord Ram use a bow, named Kodanda, that 
he had himself broken long ago? Well, come to think of it—herein lie the great 
mystery about Lord Ram, about what he did in this world, about his actions that have 
been invariably described by the scriptures as being beyond comprehension and logic. 
On the one hand he had broken the Kodanda bow, and on the other hand he picks up 
the same Kodanda bow to eliminate Ravana. It is obviously difficult to reconcile these 
two opposite and apparently contradictory situations unless and until we understand 
that everything the Lord did here in this world was a play of his cosmic Maya—the 
supreme power vested with the Supreme Being to create fantastic delusions, magical 
mysteries and unexplainable illusions like a Great Charmer or Master Magician. 

To wit and in all sooth, he had neither broken Lord Shiva's bow named 
Kodanda, nor had he ever insulted Shiva by doing it. The breaking of that bow then 
was merely a magical trick done by Lord Ram like any other magician would do on 
stage. For let us understand one thing: that if the Kodanda bow was actually broken at 
that time, how then can it be used by Lord Ram now in the battle-field of Lanka? 

Lord Ram had intended to use this Kodanda bow to slay Ravana later on, so he 
spread the spell of his magical charm called Maya much like a magician who would 
make his audience believe whatever he says, and literally have them eat out of his 
hands things that do not actually exist. So in effect, Lord Ram gave the impression 
that he had broken the Kodanda bow, but it is quite possible that it was given to him 
by King Janak as part of his marriage gift. Remember: Sita used to clean and pay 
homage to this bow when she was a child. So she loved it, and would not have parted 
with it after her marriage. Hence, she brought it with her to Ayodhya as part of her 
personal belongings. 

At the time of going to the forest, Lord Ram carried it along, with his other 
bow called the Sarang. The world thought that since it was a “broken bow’, broken 
into two pieces, it was harmless. No one knew the reality—that it was merely made to 
appear like that, and would be the fatal bow that would one day do Ravana in one day. 

This is evidently the reason why Lord Shiva had never felt offended when it 
was declared that Lord Ram had ‘broken his bow’. Lord Shiva merely smiled and 
kept quiet to keep the secret, to prevent Ravana from being aware of the reality. 

Such are indeed the mysterious and mystical ways of the Supreme Being; and 
how foolish would it be for ordinary human beings who have limited knowledge, and 
that too limited to this mortal world, try to comprehend the play of the Lord who is 
the Master Puppeteer of this Creation. 

Refer also to: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chanda line no. 2 that 
precedes Doha no. 91. The term ‘Kodanda’ is used to indicate how fierce the Lord 
would be for those who try to disrupt peace and order in the Lord's creation—because 
the term *Kodanda' includes the word *Danda" which means punishment.] 
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[In this verse, the beauteous and charming form of Lord Ram—who besides being the 
warrior fighting the demon race in a bloody war for the sake of the welfare and the 
well-being of humble creatures of this creation who were being subjected to endless 
merciless cruelty by the demons, was also at the same time the most merciful and 
compassionate Lord God of this creation who had no personal enemy and no personal 
grudge against anyone, for the Lord treated all the members of this creation equally— 
is being described. 

A reference to the virtues of beauty and charm in the midst of chaos and 
bloodshed so typical of a battle-field is to remind the reader not to be distracted from 
the truth by the illusion of mayhem and blood-letting that is created on the ground of 
Lanka, for though it appears that Lord Ram is very angry and vengeful, out to crush 
his mortal enemy for the sake of his wife, but it is merely a smokescreen to hide the 
reality—which is that, one, Lord Ram is protecting the rest of the creation by 
disciplining a few wayward members of the same creation who had gone astray from 
the path of Dharma and have become a nuisance for all others, and two, the Lord 
decided to use this war as an excuse to grant deliverance to the souls of all the demons 
who would have otherwise perished in hell for their life spent in evil deeds. 

To wit, though Lord Ram appears to be shooting arrows and ordering killing 
of the demons in a merciless war like the one of which the world had never witnessed, 
yet internally he was calm and poised and cheerful and happy as if nothing was 
happening, for otherwise his physical form would have surely betrayed his vehement 
nature and excess of cruelty and seething anger, but surely, if nothing else, it could 
never have been so peaceful, calm, charming and pleasant to behold; it would have 
been furious and fearful to look at, a form that is usually the norm with merciless 
conquerors who have no qualms in going berserk and killing, looting, burning and 
plundering wherever they set their foot. 

Remember: Lord Ram embodied in his physical form the virtues of charm and 
beauty that are invariably associated with Mother Nature; he was actually a visible 
representation of these eternal qualities. of cosmic Nature which manifested 
themselves in all their finery and glory in the Lord's form.] 


There was a beautiful bow called Sarang! in the Lord's hand; and at his waist was tied 
a quiver that had the mystical ability to supply an endless numbers of powerful arrows 
without exhausting its reserve. (Chanda line no. 1) 
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The Lord’s arms were well-formed, robust and muscular; and on his broad chest was 
marked the footprints of sage Bhrigu, the Brahmin’. (Chanda line no. 2) 


Tulsidas (the primary author of this wonderful story of Ram Charit Manas) says that 
when Lord Ram was preparing himself for the battle-field (and the duel with Ravana 
that was to be fought there) by stringing and testing his bow and examining his arrows 
by holding them in his hands --- (Chanda line no. 3), 


--- There was a tremor throughout the world. The whole universe, including all the 
elephants that support it in different directions (i.e. the Diggajas)’, the legendary 
Tortoise (said to support the earth and its mountains on its back), Lord Seshnath (the 
legendary celestial Serpent also believed to hold the earth on his gigantic hood), the 
earth with all its mountains and oceans—all began to shake and tremble‘. (Chanda 
line no. 4) 


[Note—'As has been noted earlier, the ‘Sarang Bow’ is the one that belongs to Lord 
Vishnu. By citing it here, especially immediately after citing the “Kodanda Bow’ in 
the previous verse, it is being hinted that Lord Ram was no one else but Lord Vishnu, 
and now Lord Ram is assuming his original form of Lord Vishnu to fulfill his promise 
made to the gods and mother earth—that he would come down to earth as Lord Ram 
to eliminate the scourge of the demon race. 


?The story of the mark of footprints of sage Bhrigu on the chest of Lord Vishnu is 
briefly as follows. This particular sign is being alluded to here to reiterate that Lord 
Ram is Lord Vishnu himself, for this sign cannot be present on anybody else except 
Lord Vishnu. 

Sage Bhrigu once tested the Trinity Gods (Brahma, Vishnu and Shiva) and 
determined that Lord Vishnu is the best amongst them and alone deserves worship. 
This story in brief is as follows— 

Once all the sages had collected and decided to judge which of the Trinity 
Gods, i.e. Brahma the creator, Vishnu the sustainer, and Shiva the concluder, is the 
greatest. Sage Bhrigu was appointed to find it out. Bhrigu first went to Brahma and 
did not show any respect to him. This enraged Brahma, but somehow he managed to 
control himself. Then Bhrigu went to meet Shiva. Shiva came forward but Bhrigu did 
not want to meet him, accusing the Lord of following inauspicious way of life. This 
enraged Shiva who lifted his trident to kill Bhrigu. Then Parvati, the consort of Shiva, 
intervened and pacified him. 

Finally, Bhrigu went to Vishnu who was reclining in his divine abode known 
as Vaikuntha. Bhrigu got annoyed that Vishnu did not get up to welcome him, and so 
he kicked the Lord on his chest. Lord Vishnu woke up from his sleep, and instead of 
becoming angry at Bhrigu asked for his forgiveness as he was unaware that the 
Brahmin has arrived as he was asleep. Further, Vishnu showed Bhrigu great respect 
and said that instead of feeling insulted on being kicked on the chest, he is feeling 
honoured that a great sage had blessed him by touching his body with his august feet. 
This stunned Bhrigu; he was dumbfounded at the gracious and forgiving nature of 
Vishnu. But Vishnu's consort Laxmi, the goddess of wealth and prosperity, was 
extremely peeved, and she cursed the Brahmin that henceforth the entire Brahmin 
race will have to suffer because of lack of wealth and would be forced to beg for their 
sustenance. 
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Lord Vishnu wears the mark made by the sage's footprint on his chest as a 
token of respect that he has for learned Brahmins. 

Bhrigu came back and narrated the entire thing to the assembly of sages. They 
decided that indeed it was Lord Vishnu who was the greatest because he had 
conquered anger, the worst of all the negative qualities and the cause of all strife and 
destruction. Anger was to become the greatest of evils and vices in this world, and 
forgiveness as the greatest of virtues. 


?The Diggajas: There are said to be eight ‘Diggaj’ who support the earth from eight 
directions or corners. These Diggajs are believed to be strong and muscular 
‘elephants’ stationed at eight strategic points in eight directions of the earth to support 
it from rolling or toppling over. The word ‘Diggaj’ itself means anyone who is very 
strong and muscular. 

According to the Purans, these eight directions and their respective Diggajs are 
the following—(i) in the north, the Diggaj (elephant) is known as ‘Saarvabhoum’; (ii) 
in the north-east, the Diggaj is known as 'Suprateek or Saptateek’; (iii) in the east, the 
Diggaj is known as ‘Airaawat’; (iv) in the south-east, the Diggaj is known as 
'Pundareek'; (v) in the south, the Diggaj is known as ‘Vaaman’; (vi) in the south- 
west, the Diggaj is known as ‘Kumud’; (vii) in the west, the Diggaj is known as 
‘Anjan’; and (viii) in the north-west, the Diggaj is known as ‘Pushpa-danta’. 

However, according to Valmiki's Ramayan, Baal Kand, Canto 40, verse nos. 
14, 18, 20 and 22, when king Sagar's sons went to dig the earth in search of the horse 
of the sacrifice that had gone missing, they saw only four Diggajs as follows—(1) in 
the east they saw the Diggaj named ‘Virupaaksha’, (ii) in the south, the Diggaj named 
'Maha-padma', (iii) in the west, the Diggaj named ‘Saumnas’ (pronounced as 
Saw+um-+nus), and (iv) in the north, the Diggaj named ‘Bhadra’. 

These Diggajs are referred to in Tulsidas' epic Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, 
Chaupai line no. 1 that preceded Doha no. 254 as well as Chaupai line no. 1 that 
precede Doha no. 260 in the context of Lord Ram breaking the bow. In the first 
instance, when Laxman became angry, these Diggajs shifted from the place out of 
fear, and in the second instance Laxman alerted them to be careful and hold the earth 
properly so that it does not topple over when Lord Ram prepared to lift and break 
Lord Shiva's bow in order to marry Sita. 


^The same thing had happened when Lord Ram had broken the bow to marry Sita in 
Janakpur—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chanda line no. 1-2 that precede 
Doha no. 261.] 
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Observing the exceptional charm and the bewitching beauteous form of Lord Ram, 
the gods were exhilarant; they showered countless flowers upon the Lord from the 
heaven. 
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Overjoyed, they exclaimed repeatedly in unison: ‘Glory to the Lord who is an 
ocean of abounding compassion, mercy, kindness and grace, as well as a repository of 
immense charm and beauty’. (Doha no. 86) 
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[After the brief lull in the storm, or we can say after the calm before the storm actually 
unfolds its full fury before finally dissipating itself, as marked by the brief pause 
herein above where we read about the gods appreciating the beautiful form of Lord 
Ram and showering flowers upon him from the sky, and Lord Ram smiling and 
calmly preparing to step out into the battle-field, we once again plunge into the heat 
and fire of the battle that rages on in Lanka.] 


In the meantime, while Lord Ram was preparing himself for the battle and the gods 
had been appreciating his charming form and showering flowers upon him, the huge 
demon army that was packed from end to end with ferocious soldiers, came grinding 
in. (1) 


As soon as the valorous monkey (and bear) warriors saw them arrive, they started off 
at once in huge numbers to face them. The army of these monkeys (and bears) looked 
like a bank of thick dark clouds that rise from the horizon to sweep across the sky 
during the calamitous events of the doomsday. (2) 
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Numerous polished swords and sharp scimitars were glistening and dazzling in the 
rays of the sun as if streaks of lightening tore relentlessly through the body of the 
doomsday cloud. (3) 


The clamour and the noise produced by trumpeting of elephants, the rattling caused 
by the movement of giant chariots, and the furious neighing of war horses, seemed to 
be like the deafening roar of thunder accompanying the advancing cloud’. (4) 


[Note—'To wit, as the two giant armies came nearer, the din and the raucous created 
by excited warriors of both the sides, to which was added the defeating shrieks of 
intoxicated elephants, excited horses who were jumping furiously when whipped and 
spurred on viciously by their mounts, and the loud rattling sound produced by the 
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rumbling of the heavy chariots across the uneven ground, together with the flashing 
swords and other war paraphernalia—all gave the horrifying general impression of 
two thick banks of clouds arising simultaneously from opposite directions and 
heading towards each other for a violent meeting at the time of the end of the world.] 
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The giant monkeys, who had different shades of colour of their skin, waved their long 
tails in the sky, giving the impression of the appearance of so many magnificent 
rainbows simultaneously in the sky. (5) 


A huge dust storm arose, covering the whole place, and giving the impression of a 

heavy rainfall; the shower of arrows raining down from the sky looked like drops of 
AE 

rain . (6) 


[Note— When there is heavy rainfall, one is not able to see anything beyond a limited 
area. So likewise, the dust that was kicked up by the movement of these two armies 
covered the battle-field so thickly that view became extremely limited. 

If one stands out in a fierce storm that is lashing violently, the rain does not 
appear soothing and comforting; it rather becomes annoying, and one begins to feel 
that the rain drops are striking his body like so many tiny pebbles hitting him with 
some force. 

In this metaphor, the rain drops are the arrows, and the heavily falling rain is 
the thick cloud of dust that was kicked up and obscured all view.] 
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duhun disi parbata karahirh prahara. bajrapata janu barahim bara. 7. 
raghupati kopi bana jhari la". ghayala bhai nisicara samuda'. 8. 


Huge rocks and boulders as large as mountains were being used on both the sides to 
attack and pulverize the enemy; these were dumped on the adversary thick and fast, 
and with great violence, giving the impression that Vajra (the heavy and sturdy 
weapon of Indra, the king of gods) is striking the warring factions repeatedly. (7) 


Seeing that his troops are under stress, Lord Ram let out a thick volley of arrows that 
rained upon the demon army and wounded a lot many of its warriors. (8) 
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lagata bana bira cikkarahirh. ghurmi ghurmi jahan tahan? mahi parahim. 9. 
sravahim saila janu nirjhara bhari. sonita sari kadara bhayakari. 10. 


When the brave demon warriors were hit by the arrows, they shrieked furiously, 
swooned and fell down, rolling over on the ground. (9) 


When they fell down and rolled over the ground with blood streaming out of their 
gigantic bodies, it appeared that streams of water were rolling down from high 
mountains, or like many waterfalls cascading down the side of lofty mountains. (10) 


[Note—'The comparison with the mountain is made because the demons were huge 
giants, with a huge body. The blood streaming out of their wounds resembled streams 
and rivulets that emerge from crevices and holes on the sides of mountains to fall 
down as waterfalls on the ground below. Here, the wounds are the crevices and holes 
in the mountains, and the blood flowing out of them is like the streams and rivulets 
coming out from the mountain and cascading down along its craggy sides.] 
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chanda. 


kadara bhayankara rudhira sarita cali parama apavani. 1. 

do'u kula dala ratha reta cakra abarta bahati bhayavani. 2. 
jalajantu gaja padacara turaga khara bibidha bahana ko gané. 3. 
sara sakti tomara sarpa capa taranga carma kamatha ghane. 4. 


[The metaphor of a River, albeit of flowing blood and not of water, is employed in 
this verse to give the reader an idea of the horrors of the War of Lanka.] 


An inauspicious and horrifying river of blood—the sight of which created terror for 
those who were coward in their hearts, fickle in their minds, and weak in their resolve 
to fight and defeat their enemy— began flowing over the ground of the battle-field. 
(Chanda line no. 1) 


The ‘two warring armies’ were like the two opposite banks of this river. The 
‘chariots’ were like sand that was sprinkled along these banks, and their ‘wheels’ 
were the rapidly whirling whirlpools of this fearsome river. Forsooth, this river indeed 
looked scary and blood-curdling as it flowed through the battle-ground (sometimes 
slowly and at other times rapidly, depending on the volume of blood that poured into 
it in an endless stream). (Chanda line no. 2) 
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The multitudes of war ‘elephants, foot soldiers, horses and mules’ that filled the 
battle-field symbolized the countless creatures of various denominations that lived in 
this river. (Chanda line no. 3) 


‘Arrows, spears and lancets’ were like the countless water-serpents flowing up and 
down this strange river, both against and along its current; the ‘bows’ were like the 
many currents themselves (ebbing and flowing, and changing course every now and 
then, and often clashing or rubbing against one another as this metaphoric river 
rapidly flowed down the ground); and the ‘shields of the warriors’ were like the hard 
shells of the many tortoises that floated on the surface of this river (bobbing up and 
down as they fought with one another to gain some space in the flow of current). 
(Chanda line no. 4) 


[Note—In this excellent imagery, the learned poet draws our attention to the 
immensity of blood-shed and horrors that were enacted on the ground in the battle- 
field during the epic War of Lanka. Whosoever came near this river would fall in its 
swiftly flowing currents, either on their own or when pushed in by those standing at 
the back; those who still managed to remain on its banks would get sucked in when 
the current swelled and overflowed the bank of this metaphoric river with an inflow of 
fresh supply of blood as more and more warriors died on its banks and discharged 
more blood into it. Those who fell in this river got immediately sucked in and taken 
away by its rapidly turning whirlpools and swift currents. 

The shields held by the warriors, both alive and dead, looked like so many 
tortoises bobbing up and down on the surface of this scary river as they flowed down 
its current. The bows were like the ever changing currents as they quickly changed 
their contours when their strings were pulled and released in rapid succession, or 
when they were moved and pointed in different directions by the warriors who held 
them. 

The war chariots were so many in their numbers, and so thickly packed, 
moving and changing their locations quickly that they were like sand particles strewn 
on the banks of a river. The sand is not fixed at one place on the ground, and it is 
easily moved aside when some heavy object passes over it, or is easily blown away 
when a strong gust of wind flows. So therefore, sand is likened to the fast moving 
chariots, ever changing their locations, and thickly packed in the field. Their wheels 
turned rapidly like the whirlpools in a churning river, either pushing away some 
object or sucking in others with the twin forces of nature known as centrifugal and 
centripetal respectively. 

And of course, to complete the picture we have the many creatures who have 
their natural habitat in the river—like the water-serpent and tortoise and many others 
who represented the elephants, horses, mules and soldiers that also were the natural 
components of an army. ] 
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bira parahim janu tira taru majja bahu baha phéna. 
kadara dékhi darahirn taham subhatanha ke mana cena. 87. 


Warriors were falling on the ground along the banks of this frightful river just like 
trees along the banks of a swiftly flowing river topple over and fall to the ground 
(when the soil under them is undercut and loosened because of the river's swift 
currents). 

The abundant bone marrow that flowed on the surface of this river looked like 
the scum that the river normally scoops up during the course of its flow. 

It was such a horrifying sight that those who were cowards and timid, those 
who were weak in mind and heart, shuddered at it and felt terrified, while those who 
were brave veterans of war, gallant in their hearts and firm in their minds, found 
delight in it (as they were accustomed to such scenes, and were aroused and got 
excited when they saw it). (Doha no. 87) 
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caupat. 


majjahim bhüta pisaca betala. pramatha maha jhotinga karala. 1. 
kaka kanka lai bhuja urahim. ēka te chini ēka lai khahim. 2. 


Horrifying fiends and evil spirits that frequent battle-fields, such as ghosts, ghouls, 
phantoms and goblins, as well as Pramaths (attendants of Lord Shiva; those who roam 
around corpses and cremation grounds) who had long disheveled hairs, jumped into 
this river of blood to take a bath in it. (1) 


Crows and kites dived into this river to pick up and fly away with severed limbs of 
dead warriors, fighting with each other to snatch and eat their share of flesh. (2) 
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After snatching meat from others, these birds of prey chided them, saying: ‘Oh you 
most greedy and rapacious fellows. Even when there is an abundant supply of our 
natural food, of which there is no dearth at present, it is so shameful a thing that you 
do not desist from exhibiting your habit of being greedy and rapacious to the extreme 
(like a miserly person who will not give away anything to others in charity inspite of 
having an oversupply of something that he does not need any more)." (3) 


Wounded and seriously injured warriors, who had fallen on the ground on the bank of 
this river (of blood), groaned and sighed and moaned grievously in pain as half of 
their bodies lay on the ground and the other half was dangling inside the river. 
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It was like a scene witnessed on the banks of a holy river where infirm and 
desolate persons, those who are destitute and have no one to take care of them, lie half 
on the ground and half submerged in the water in the hope that when they die the 
sacred water of the river would wash away their mortal remains automatically and 
grant deliverance to their souls because they have nobody to do their last rites. (4) 


[Note—'A description of the physical appearance of these ghouls and spirits that 
frequent battle-fields is found in Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, (i) Doha no. 93 along 
with Chaupai line nos. 6-8 and Chanda line nos. 1-2 that precede it; (11) Chaupai line 
nos. 4-8 and Chanda line nos. 1-2 that precede Doha no. 95.] 
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khairncahirh gidha amta tata bha'e. janu bansi khélata cita da'e. 5. 
bahu bhata bahahim carhe khaga jahirn. janu navari khelahirn sari mahim. 6. 


Vultures were tearing out the intestines of these unfortunate warriors (who were lying 
half dead on the banks of this river, with their bodies half submerged and half on the 
ground) giving the impression that fishermen, who are sitting on the banks of a river 
attentively watching their fishing lines, would pull out the string with a jerk as soon as 
the fish caught the bait dangling at the end of the line. (5) 


Many dead bodies of warriors were floating on the surface of this river, and different 
kinds of birds were alighting on these corpses and flying away in merriment as if they 
all enjoyed this free boat ride without any fear of being harmed or shooed away. (6) 
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jogini bhari bhari khappara sancahim. bhüta pisaca badhü nabha nancahim. 
7. 
bhata kapala karatala bajavahim. camunda nana bidhi gavahirn. 8. 


Female fiends of the battle-field, called Joginis, were collecting blood in cups made of 
hollow skulls. Other female ghosts, ghouls and phantoms were dancing in the sky in 
merriment. (7) 


Another type of female fiend known as Chamunda, the patron spirit of the battle-field, 
was so overjoyed that she sang war songs to the accompaniment of sound of clanging 
or crushing produced by striking two empty skulls, extracted from dead warriors, with 
each other like so many pairs of cymbals. (8) 
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jambuka nikara katakkata kattahim. khahim hu'ahim aghahim dapattahim. 9. 
kotinha runda munda binu dollahim. sisa paré mahi jaya jaya bollahim. 10. 


Hordes of jackals grinded their teeth and snapped at each other as they tore apart 
corpses, ate them, snarling and growling menacingly at each other as was their wont, 
even though they had sufficient to satisfy their own hunger. (9) 


So intoxicated and excited were the warriors, and so feverish was their enthusiasm for 
battle that was stoked by the invigorating environment of the battle-field which was 
so much in consonance with their inherent nature, that even after their heads were 
severed from their bodies yet their headless torsos roamed around aimlessly in the 
battle-field. 

Nay, even the heads of these warriors that had fallen on the ground were 
active, for even while lying there they continued to yell and shriek war cries, 
repeatedly applauding their own sides and glorifying their compatriots, cheering them 
on and declaring their victory. (10) 
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chanda. 


bollahim jo jaya jaya munda runda pracanda sira binu dhavahirn. 1. 
khapparinha khagga alujjhi jujjhahim subhata bhatanha dhahavahim. 2. 
banara nisacara nikara mardahim rama bala darpita bha'e. 3. 

sangrama angana subhata sovahim rama sara nikaranhi ha'e. 4. 


Severed heads yelled war cries of ‘Victory, victory’; torsos sans heads ran helter- 
skelter wildly all over the ground. (Chanda line no. 1) 


Birds, singly and in flocks, alighted on skulls and got entangled within its hollows as 
they vied with each other to scoop up whatever flesh and marrow that still remained 
sticking to the sides, and in the ensuing tussle the stronger birds pushed away and 
trampled those who were weak. (Chanda line no. 2) 


The valiant and brave monkey warriors, invigorated and energized by the grace and 
blessings of Lord Ram, were thrashing and decimating the demon warriors 
relentlessly. (Chanda line no. 3) 


Countless multitudes of gallant warriors (of the demon army) were killed by the hail 
of arrows showered by Lord Ram, and they lay down on the ground in an eternal 
sleep. (Chanda line no. 4) 
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[Note—Really indeed, the imagery of the ferocious war, and the enormity of the 
bloodshed and mayhem and horrors that attended it, is gut churning, and evokes 
revulsion. One can well imagine the horrifying sight of how the otherwise sandy soil 
of Lanka would have turned into a slushy ground resembling a thick swamp of blood 
and flesh that was stinking with rotting corpses and shredded bodies from which 
intestines and other organs were being pulled out by birds and animals of prey. To add 
to this eerie, blood chilling scene was the chilling cries and painful groans of those 
who were not already dead but suffering intensely; or of those who were maddened 
with passion for blood and vengeance. | 
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ravana hrdayam bicara bha nisicara sanghara. 
maim akela kapi bhalu bahu maya karaum apara. 88. 


When Ravana observed this large-scale decimation of his demon army, he was utterly 
dismayed and excessively exasperated. Thus finding himself alone to face a huge 
enemy army of monkeys and bears, he bethought to himself: ‘I am left alone to 
confront so many ferocious monkeys and bears baying for my blood. So it would be 
wise and prudent for me to employ Maya (which are the powers to create delusions 
and illusions to mislead the enemy) extensively at this crucial juncture.’ (Doha no. 88) 
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caupat. 


devanha prabhuhi payadem dekha. upaja ura ati chobha bisesa. 1. 
surapati nija ratha turata pathava. harasa sahita matali lai ava. 2. 


The gods, who were watching the proceedings of the battle-field from their stations in 
the sky, felt very sorry in their hearts when they saw that Lord Ram was suffering so 
much for them by fighting this ferocious war on foot, without the basic aid of a war 
chariot, while their mortal enemy, the demon king Ravana, whom the Lord fought at 
the behest of these gods, had this privilege. (1) 


[This realization made the gods feel very guilt and shameful, so they collectively 
decided to help the Lord by sending the chariot that belonged to their king Indra. So 
therefore—] The king of gods immediately sent his own heavenly chariot, and his 
charioteer named Matali brought this chariot to the ground for Lord Ram's use. (2) 
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teja punja ratha dibya anupa. harasi carhe kosalapura bhüpa. 3. 
cancala turaga manohara cari. ajara amara mana sama gatikari. 4. 


This heavenly chariot was glorious, splendorous, radiant and divine; it was one of its 
own kind. The Lord of Kaushal (i.e. Lord Ram) immediately boarded it and moved 
forward in the battle-field’. (3) 


The chariot had four gifted horses that were agile and well-trained. These four horses 
were of an excellent breed, most charming to behold, and possessed exceptional and 
unique qualities that made them imperishable and invincible. They were very swift; in 
fact, they were as swift as the mind’. (2) 


[Note—'Lord Ram immediately recognized Matali and the chariot. Remember: He 
was a personified form of Lord Vishnu, the Lord of heaven; so there is no wonder that 
he could recognize the chariot at once, as being the one that belonged to the gods. He 
also knew Matali, the charioteer, personally. 

Lord Ram knew that this chariot and its charioteer cannot be duplicated by 
anyone, so therefore he was sure that it was not a creation of Ravana's ‘Maya’ to trap 
him. Of course the Lord was in need of a chariot, so when he found that it had come 
to him without asking, he accepted it to oblige the gods; for if the Lord had not 
accepted this gift from the gods it would be tantamount to his insulting them. Lord 
Ram was well aware of the nature and temperament of these gods: that they took 
quick offence. 

Lord Ram did not wish to create an unpleasant and unsavoury scene, while a 
fierce war was underway, by telling Matali to take the chariot back to the gods for he 
was competent to fight and win this war without their help or the gift of a chariot. 
Being the Supreme Lord, and therefore the Lord of the gods themselves, it was 
incumbent upon him to show restraint and modesty, and not act rashly by teasing the 
gods with the question: ‘were they sleeping till now; why couldn't they send the 
chariot earlier °. Doing anything that may be construed as an insult by the gods might 
be counter-productive at this dangerous point of time, for who knows what not the 
gods might do if they feel offended, for they were very selfish by nature. 

Remember: Vibhishan had felt this shortcoming of the absence of a chariot 
during a war when he had expressed his reservations to Lord Ram in this regard— 
apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-3 that precede Doha 
no. 80. Should the gods not have sent it then; shouldn't they have done what they 
could to help Lord Ram who was fighting this war for them? But Lord Ram was so 
magnanimous and broad-minded that he did not mind this neglect by the gods at all, 
for a great King has often to overlook many minor faults and missteps of his junior 
ministers and subjects, like the gods were in the Lord's case. 

It is quite possible that the conversation between Lord Ram and Vibhishan was 
conducted in a low tone, almost in a whisper as if they were discussing some war 
strategy, so that the gods stationed high above in the heaven could not make out what 
they were talking about, and so they weren't even aware that the point of discussion 
was the need of a chariot, for it is incredulous to believe that had they been aware of 
it, even slightly, that Vibhishan was worried about the necessity of a chariot for Lord 
Ram, then the gods would have hastened to supply it immediately. They were so 
occupied with and in an absolute awe of what they saw happening all around them in 
the battle-field down below that they were almost dumbfounded and astonished and 
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out of their wits, as they hadn’t seen such a horrifying war earlier, and therefore their 
mind could not register the need of a war chariot for Lord Ram. 

But the astonishing thing is not this that a chariot was suddenly made available 
to Lord Ram by the gods, but the fact that Ravana did not take any note of it. What 
might have been the reason for it? Well, Ravana was so alarmed with the situation on 
the ground, as well as so preoccupied in his mind with his own problems that were 
mounting with the passage of every moment, and was so overworked in devising 
strategies for the war, that he could not see the difference between how Lord Ram 
stood on the ground a few while ago and how he was astride a war chariot the other 
moment. 


The ‘Mana’, the mind, is said to be extremely agile and swift because a person can 
think of one thing at a given point of time, and within a fraction of a second his mind 
starts thinking of a completely different and unrelated thing a moment later. He may 
be thinking of something happening here, and the next moment his thoughts take him 
to something that happened long ago somewhere else. 

The horses of this chariot were exceptionally swift, and to give an idea of the 
rapidity of their movement this simile of the Mana is cited.] 
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ratharürha raghunathahi dekhi. dha'e kapi balu pa'i bisesi. 5. 
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When the monkeys (and bears) saw Lord Ram riding a chariot, they were exhilarant 
and greatly enthused. They rushed forward (to attack the enemy) with renewed 
energy, vigour and dynamism. (3) 


When Ravana could not bear the ferocity of the attack and beating by the monkeys 
and bears, he expanded his Maya (spread the veil of delusions and its attendent 
illusions) to mislead and ward off his attackers. (4) 
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dekhi kapinha nisacara ani. anuja sahita bahu kosaladhani. 8. 


This Maya (delusion; illusion) was so powerful and surreal that except Lord Ram all 
else, including Laxman as well as all the monkeys, took what they saw to be a reality. 


(7) 


[And, what did they see?] They saw that the battle-field was covered with an army of 
Lord Ram (*kosaladhant"; the Lord of Kaushal, or Ayodhya) which had countless 
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forms of the Lord himself and that of his younger brother Laxman leading the 
warriors!. (8) 


[Note—'What was the effect of this illusion? The rushing monkey and bear warriors 
suddenly stopped in their tracks, for while a moment ago they saw their enemy, the 
demons and their king Ravana whom they were eager to hit, now all of a sudden they 
saw Lord Ram’s army, i.e. an image of their own selves. This astonishing change of 
scene utterly baffled the monkeys and bears, leaving them confounded and puzzled. 

The result was what Ravana had expected. Suddenly the attack ceased; 
suddenly calm prevailed in the battle-field. To wit, it was like the calm that precedes a 
fierce storm; it was a lull before the strike of the storm. But nonetheless, it gave 
Ravana some breathing space and time to recover his wits. ] 
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chanda. 


bahu rama lachimana dekhi markata bhalu mana ati apadare. 1. 

janu citra likhita saméta lachimana jaham so taham citavahirn kharé. 2. 
nija sena cakita biloki hamsi sara capa saji kosala dhani. 3. 

maya hari hari nimisa mahunř harasi sakala markata ani. 4. 


When the monkey and bear warriors saw countless images of Lord Ram and Laxman 
that were created by Ravana spreading his Maya (magical powers to produce 
illusions) over the battle-field, they were taken aback, being utterly confounded and 
totally perplexed at this unexpected sight that stunned and greatly scared them out of 
their wits. (Chanda line no. 1) 


So therefore, all of them, along with Laxman, were so dazed and confounded that they 
stood motionless on their tracks as if paralyzed, giving the impression that they 
weren't living beings but portraits painted on a canvas. (Chanda line no. 2) 


When Lord Ram, the Lord of Kaushal (kosala dhant), observed that his army was 
dazed and utterly shocked by Ravana's tricks (i.e. by his Maya), the Lord smiled in 
amusement!, and mounted his arrow on the bow. (Chanda line no. 3) 


Lord Hari (for this is another name of Lord Vishnu, the primary form of Lord Ram) 
shot the arrow which in an instant cut through the veil of delusions or Maya spread by 
Ravana, that had created the illusion which had so much confounded his army’. As 
soon as this Maya was removed, the army of monkeys and bears was overjoyed; 
everyone felt relieved and greatly excited. (Chanda line no. 4) 


[Note— Lord Ram knew that what was seen on the ground was actually a mirage, an 
illusion created by Ravana to confuse the army of the Lord. It must be remembered 
here that Lord Ram, the Supreme Being, is the Lord of all Maya; he is like the Master 
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Magician. So, Lord Ram stepped in to neutralize the effects of Ravana’s Maya just 
like this Master Magician who initially feels amused when a junior magician spreads 
his illusions to completely daze his audience, but soon finds out, at some point of 
time, that this junior fellow is behaving mischievously and transcending limits of 
discipline by deriving sadistic pleasure at the cost of the terrified audience, then the 
Master intervenes, and by his superior abilities neutralizes the spell of the 
mischievous fellow to relieve the tension and fear that had gripped the helpless 
audience. 

Lord Ram smiled both in amusement, as he appreciated Ravana’s abilities, as 
well as in annoyance, because Ravana was crossing limits of tolerance. 


*So the Lord shot an arrow that ruptured this veil of delusions, and restored the 
original situation on the battle-field. ] 
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bahuri rama saba tana cita'i bole bacana gambhira. 
dvandajud'dha dekhahu sakala $ramita bha'e ati bira. 89. 


Then, Lord Ram addressed every one of his troops in a serious tone, instructing them; 
‘All of you are tired by now. So take a break; draw back a bit and move aside to clear 
the front line. From the sidelines, quietly watch a close hand duel that would now 
unfold directly between me and Ravana'.’ (Doha no. 89) 


[Note— Both the chief commanders of their respective armies, Lord Ram of the army 
of monkeys and bears on this side, and Ravana commanding the army of demons on 
the other side, were now on equal footing, as both were astride magnificent war 
chariots that were fully armed and well equipped. So, this was the first time in the war 
that a duel between two powerful Lords and valiant warriors would take place on 
equal terms. On earlier occasions the fight was a mismatch as Lord Ram or Laxman 
were on foot while their adversaries were better placed as they rode chariots, as we 
find in the case of Meghanad as well as with Ravana. 

However, Kumbhakaran's case was different as he had come to the battle-field 
on foot, trampling and crushing large numbers of monkeys and bears as he rampaged 
in the battle-field, furious with mad anger. So Lord Ram had faced him directly, 
because both were engaged in this duel on equal terms, with both of them standing on 
the ground, and not that one had the privilege of riding a war chariot and the other 
being disadvantaged by not having one. 

Another question is this: The tide of the battle, at this point of time, was in 
favour of Lord Ram and his army, for the enemy army was virtually decimated and its 
commander-in-chief, the demon king Ravana, was besieged from all sides and left 
alone to fend for himself. This is the precise reason why Ravana decided to use his 
Maya to deflect the ferocious attack of the monkey and bear warriors who were 
trashing him wildly from all the sides, and he was unable to cope with this drubbing— 
apropos: Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 89 herein above. This being the 
case, Lord Ram could have allowed his army to continue pounding and pulverizing 


1788 


Ravana, for then, sooner or later, the demon king would have automatically 
succumbed under this ferocious thrashing, sparing the Lord any more trouble. But 
why then did Lord Ram order his soldiers to hold back and stop their advance, and 
watch as he engages the demon king directly in a duel? 

Well, when we ponder over this question to find an answer, the following 
points come to our mind: 

The first is this: These monkeys and bears were no ordinary creatures; they 
were born carrying the genes of various gods—this undeniable fact is explicitly 
mentioned in (a) Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Doha no. 187 along with Chaupai 
line nos. 1-5 that follow it; and (b) Adhyatma Ramayan, Baal Kand, Canto 2, verse 
nos. 29-32. These gods were fed up by Ravana’s belligerence and had vowed to get 
rid of him anyhow, and with the support of the almighty Lord Vishnu in the form of 
Lord Ram, their wishes were finally coming to be true. 

Therefore, when the monkeys and bears were fighting Ravana, they had their 
personal scores to settle with him, and when given an opportunity they would not 
have waited for Lord Ram, who himself was an incarnation of Lord Vishnu, to carry 
out his words, that ‘he would come down to earth in the form of Lord Ram to 
eliminate the scourge of the cruel demon race’—apropos: (a) Ram Charit Manas, Baal 
Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-7 that precede Doha no. 187; and (b) Adhyatma Ramayan, 
Baal Kand, Canto 2, verse nos. 22-28. 

To wit, the gods were so eager for settling scores with Ravana that they 
wouldn't have had the decency and the courtesy to wait and let their own Lord, i.e. 
Lord Vishnu in the form of Lord Ram, to do the job for them to help him keep his 
word and maintain his honour, which would be possible only if Ravana was 
eliminating by Lord Ram. It is quite possible that the gods would have wished to take 
the credit of killing their arch enemy Ravana themselves rather than letting Lord 
Vishnu do so, and later on making them feel obliged to him by reminding them that 
he had suffered so much for their sake, and that if he had not helped them then 
Ravana would have continued to torment them endlessly. Yes indeed, this is true and 
quite feasible because we must remember that the gods *were all very selfish by their 
inherent nature'—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, (1) Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line no. 3 
that precedes Doha no. 295; (ii) Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha 
no. 110. 

This is one primary reason why Lord Ram stepped in and ordered the 
monkeys and bears to hold back and let him do what he was expected to do. 

The second plausible reason is this: It would have been very unbecoming of a 
noble commander-in-chief of the stature of Lord Ram to subject his opponent Ravana, 
who was of equal stature as him because he too was a mighty king of an equally 
mighty race, to such abject humiliation that he would be left to be thrashed and killed 
by junior soldiers of the Lord's army, while he was alone, without giving him an 
opportunity to prove himself in a direct conflict with the chief Lord. History would 
have recorded that *Ravana was finally subdued and beaten to death by the monkeys 
and bears, and did not die fighting Lord Ram’. It would have been a great matter of 
shame and concern for the noble line of kings of Ayodhya if Lord Ram was accused 
by history on this account; it would have been an ignominy that would have lowered 
his head for all times to come. 

Lord Ram was careful that he must fight and win this war by conforming to 
the laws of Dharma applied alongside the laws of Warfare. The laws of Dharma 
mandated that an enemy must be treated fairly and in a transparent manner, giving 
him an equal opportunity to fight his opponent, and not done to death when he is 
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helpless and feels trapped. That is not the noble law of knight-hood. The laws of 
Warfare also mandated that Ravana must be given an equal opportunity to prove his 
valour and gallantry in the battle-field, and not battered to death when he was finding 
himself cornered and all alone, for allowing that to happen would be demeaning for 
Lord Ram’s own glory and fame. 

In effect, here we find that Ravana was virtually marooned and left all alone to 
fend for himself against a vastly superior army of extremely ferocious warriors, the 
monkeys and bears, who were battering and bludgeoning him mercilessly from all 
sides. On the other hand, Lord Ram did not face this dire state; there was no direct 
threat to his life or body; nobody was attacking him physically. So therefore, to allow 
this situation to continue, where a lonely warrior, in this case Ravana, was being 
pummeled mercilessly from all the sides while his equally strong and able opponent, 
in this case Lord Ram, stood watching merrily and enjoying his sufferings, would 
have been tantamount to a battle that was unfair and fought on unequal terms. That 
was not acceptable either under the law of Dharma or of Warfare. 

And suppose Ravana had died due to some reason during this confrontation 
with the monkeys and bears, what face would Lord Ram have to show the world as 
well as the gods—especially when they have provided him with a war chariot now, 
and he therefore had no excuse to offer—when confronted by the taunt that he had 
dared not face the mighty demon king face-to-face, that the real credit of killing 
Ravana should go the monkeys and bears and not to Lord Ram. Would it not have 
been a dark blot on the Lord’s glory; would history excuse him for letting Ravana die 
a humiliating death at the hands of monkeys and bears when he was cornered and 
found himself alone, instead of like a valiant and brave warrior falling to the ground 
during a duel with an equally valiant and brave warrior? 

Lord Ram did not wish to create a scandal; he had to ensure that Ravana’s soul 
gets its due right of attaining deliverance, emancipation and salvation, which could 
only happen if he was killed by the Lord himself, and not by the monkeys. To be sure, 
this is what exactly happened—that when Ravana finally died, a brilliant shaft of light 
representing his Atma, his pure consciousness, emerged from his body and entered the 
divine body of Lord Ram, to clearly show the world that Lord Ram had accepted 
Ravana’s soul within his own divine Self, which was pure cosmic Consciousness 
itself—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 9 that precedes 
Doha no. 103.] 


dio. ste enf& ta Tae deter | feng ent Gast FS AAT N g UI 
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caupal. 


asa kahi ratha raghunatha calava. bipra carana pankaja siru nava. 1. 
taba lankesa krodha ura chava. garjata tarjata sanmukha dhava. 2. 


Saying this (i.e. after instructing his warriors to fall back from the front lines and 
watch the hand-on-hand combat between himself and Ravana), Lord Raghunath (Lord 
Ram) mentally bowed his head before the revered (literally “lotus-like”) feet of 
Brahmins (to pay his obeisance to elders and seek their blessings), and then moved his 
chariot to the front of the line. (1) 
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No sooner did the Lord appear in the front of the battle line than Ravana’s heart burnt 
with excess of anger as he became exceedingly furious; he raged and ranted and 
yelled and thundered as he dashed forward madly to meet the Lord head-on’. (2) 


[Note—'When Ravana saw that his arch rival, who had killed his brother 
Kumbhakaran and his son Meghanad, had come boldly before him, there is no wonder 
he lost control over himself as all his pent-up feelings of revenge and retribution 
suddenly erupted like a suppressed volcano spewing hot lava of anger and 
indignation. 

In Lord Ram the demon king Ravana saw the cause of all his misfortunes and 
troubles; and he was all the more infuriated when he saw the Lord calm and confident 
as if nothing was disturbing or bothering him. Ravana took exception to this display 
of nonchalance by Lord Ram as an open affront to his authority and majesty as he was 
accustomed to being treated with fear and awe, because even the mighty gods would 
ordinarily run away as soon as they heard his name, with no one in this creation ever 
daring to even to stand before him, what to talk of confronting or challenging him for 
an open duel. It was too much for Ravana’s self-esteem and ego to cope with; so he 
burst out cursing and swearing vehemently, without any let and pause. 

In the following verses we shall read how he vented his indignation and fury at 
Lord Ram. | 


Vag wr se Ha Art VT aT À fre wu ATT 3 M 
Wat ATA Sd A STAT eile Beh GERSAT 0 ¥ UI 


jitehu je bhata sanjuga mahim. sunu tapasa maim tinha sama nahim. 3. 
ravana nama jagata jasa jana. lokapa jakem bandikhana. 4. 


Ravana vented his anger and indignation at Lord Ram by shouting at him haughtily 
with these acerbic remarks with an underlying tone of boastfulness: ‘Listen you 
hermit (tapasa)'! I am not like the many warriors you claim to have vanquished in 
battles till now. 

[So therefore, don’t befool thyself. I am no ordinary demon warrior as thou 
might be thinking. Don’t live in a fool’s paradise; don’t hallucinate! Be warned that 
fighting with me and subduing me is a completely different proposition; it’s a 
completely different cup that thee will find very bitter to put to thine lips, and even 
bitter to gulp down. Don’t weigh me with the same scale as thou have been weighing 
others. Thou think that thou wilt easily drub me; well let’s see who drubs whom.] (3) 


My name is Ravana (don’t thou wot that?). This name is famous the world over; it 
belongs to the One in whose prisons even the great Lokpals (the many gods who are 
deemed to be the custodians of the world) languish. 

[Well, well; do thou imagine it would be an easy job and a joke for anyone to 
capture and enslave these mighty Lokpals who themselves are very powerful and 
resourceful? I have done exactly this, aren’t thou awarest of it? So it’s merely thine 
figment of imagination that thou wilt trounce me like the way thou had done others; 
there’s aught naught further from the truth. So be ware, I warn thee.] (4) 
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[Note—'Lord Ram was dressed like a hermit during his sojourn in the forest, as this 
was one of the conditions imposed on him at the time he had left Ayodhya to spend 
14 years in the forest—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line no. 
3 that precedes Doha no. 29.] 


Gt Wer fatal Te ANT lady Ara sat afer fenem II ul 
Pater Pent ave GaNE | Han wets ANE S Ul 
Sy ATS BA AS remet Sit Tr ye at AAS smt 9 N 
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khara dusana biradha tumha mara. badhehu byadha iva bali bicara. 5. 
nisicara nikara subhata sangharéhu. kumbhakarana ghananadahi marehu. 6. 


u "P -L= . 


aju kara'um khalu kala havale. parehu kathina ravana ke pale. 8. 


You have slayed Khar, Dushan' and Viradh?, and you have killed the unfortunate 
poor fellow Baali’. (5) 


You have killed great demon warriors who were most valiant and renowned for their 
gallantry’; and of course you have slayed Kumbhakaran (my brother)? and Meghanad 
(my son). (6) 


Oh King (bhüpa)! If you do not run away from the battle-field (out of terror, or when 
you are battered and bludgeoned by me), then come, today is the time for me to settle 
old scores with you by avenging all these deaths. Forsooth, the time has come for me 
to exact my retribution from you with a vengeance. (7) 


In all sooth and without gainsay, I shall cast you to the jaws of Kaal (death) today, for 
remember you are up against me who is famed for his ruthlessness and stern and 


uncompromising nature." (8) 


[Note—'Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, (i) Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes 
Doha no. 18—to Doha no. 20; (11) Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 23. 


?Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 6-7 that precede Doha no. 
K 


Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, Doha no. 8—Doha no. 10. 


“Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, (i) Chaupai line nos. 1-3 that precede Doha 
no. 45; (ii) Chaupai line nos. 10-12 that precede Doha no. 62. 


‘Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 
67—to Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 71. 


Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Doha no. 76 along with Chaupai line nos. 4- 
16 that precede it. 
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’The word “Ravana” means someone who makes others weep and wail. So here 
Ravana alludes to this interpretation of his name to threaten Lord Ram that today he 
will lash out so viciously and violently at the Lord that he will remember the battering 
for generations to come. ] 


aft asker area art | fafa ert he PUTT N S Ui 
IGDWGIDUS dg UTS | Cate hr ETS ARG It Ro N 


suni durbacana kalabasa jana. bihamsi bacana kaha krpanidhana. 9. 
satya satya saba tava prabhuta’. jalpasi jani dekha'u manusā'. 10. 


Lord Ram, who was an embodiment of the virtues of mercy, grace, compassion and 
kindness (krpanidhana), heard the angry outburst of Ravana gracefully. He smiled 
and answered: (9) 


‘Verily indeed; all that you have said about your majesty and powers are true! (and I 
don't doubt it a wee whit). But come on; prove yourself and show your valour and 
gallantry in practical terms (to help us verify that all the things you have said about 
yourself are really true, and not merely loud bluster and empty talk). (10) 


[Note— It is a noble and gentlemanly gesture for Lord Ram to publicly acknowledge 
Ravana's greatness and majesty, though the latter was his enemy. But this 
acknowledgement is tinged with underlying taunt and scorn, for the Lord immediately 
teases him to prove himself worthy of what he claims to be.] 


$0. We wernt at arg arate ata gate enfe wur g | 
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chanda. 


jani jalpana kari sujasu nasahi niti sunahi karahi chama. 1. 

sansara mahari pürusa tribidha patala rasala panasa sama. 2. 

eka sumanaprada eka sumana phala éka phala'i kevala lagahim. 3. 

eka kahahim kahahim karahim apara eka karahim kahata na bagahim. 4. 


[Lord Ram continued—] 'Don't waste your breath by boasting so much about 
yourself as it would undermine your own fame (because those who are hollow from 
within try to hide their shortcoming by resorting to making a lot of noise about their 
achievements). 

Excuse me, but there are some established norms and principles in this regard. 
Listen to them; I'll tell you. (Chanda line no. 1) 
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Verily, there are three types of people in this world, and they are likened to these three 
plants—viz. the rose, the mango, and the jackfruit. (Chanda line no. 2) 


[Now, pay attention to the difference between these three.] The first, i.e. the ‘rose’, 
gives flowers; the second, i.e. the ‘mango’, produces both flowers and fruits; while 
the third, i.e. the ‘jackfruit’, bears only fruits. (Chanda line no. 3) 


Thus, the first sort of people are those who only talk and do nothing (like the rose 
plant that only bears flowers which gives visual pleasure to the world but gives it 
nothing worth more than that). 

The second types of people are those who talk and do what they talk about 
(like the mango plant which has flowers as well as fruits). 

And then lastly, there is the third category of people who actually do things 
but do not go about beating their own drum about their achievement (like the jackfruit 
plant that bears only fruits which the world eats, and no flowers to boast about in the 
world)’. (Chanda line no. 4) 


[Note—'Lord Ram meant to say that he would prefer not to list his achievements and 
boast about himself like Ravana has done just a while ago; for the Lord believes in 
actions rather than loud talk. He teases Ravana and chides him for talking too much, 
instead of carrying out his threats on the ground. 

These remarks of the Lord, said calmly with a sarcastic smile, were sure to 
engage Ravana further and stoke his anger, as the demon king had expected that Lord 
Ram would also shout back at him to counter his threats with equal vigour as Angad 
had done during their meeting some time ago, when they, i.e. Angad and Ravana, had 
engaged in a heated oral spat using all sorts of bitter insults and acerbic comments 
about each other. {Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that 
precedes Doha no. 20—to Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 35.} 

Lord Ram’s composure and patience unnerved Ravana, and though he was 
taken aback and felt jolted, yet he gathered his wits and haughtily rebuked the Lord in 
the following Doha. ] 


di. ma sre gA fae aie ferae Tem i 
BIS Hla Ale Ta St Ha TUT fuer uri i Fo N 
doha. 


rama bacana suni bihamisa mohi sikhavata gyana. 
bayaru karata nahim taba dare aba lage priya prana. 90. 


Hearing the words of Lord Ram, the exasperated Ravana laughed aloud boisterously, 
shooting back at the Lord in a haughty and sarcastic manner: ‘Ah, you are preaching 
me wisdom. At the time when you decided to develop hostility with me you had no 
fear, but now it seems you hold your life dear when you face me and feel that it is in 
danger. 

[To wit, you act like a wise person calmly giving some solemn advice, of 
course in this case it is to someone who isn't interested in it, to give an impression 
that you aren't in affright of him and that nothing bothers you, whereas the fact is you 
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might be shuddering inside at the prospect of complete rout and abject defeat, and are 
looking desperately for a window for an honourable means of escape).’ (Doha no. 90) 


[Note—Ravana retorts to Lord Ram’s cool response by saying that the latter is trying 
to hide his mortal fear of the former by behaving as if nothing serious faces him, as if 
the presence of the dreaded demon king is of no matter worth paying attention to 
because the Lord thinks that he would easily trounce Ravana. 

Lord Ram had started his statement with the use of a courteous phrase “excuse 
me" (refer: Chanda line no. 1 herein above), and Ravana thought that it was a sign of 
weakness and fear, for he concluded that his opponent is trying to appease him by 
being courteous and polite, instead of being belligerent as is the usual case with 
warriors facing each other in a duel unto death, when such niceties are thrown to the 
wind, and replaced with provocative words and phrases to denounce the adversary. 

Ravana thundered: “Hey, Look here ye all. Here is a hermit preaching me how 
a valorous and gallant knight ought to act. Well, come to think of it: why then does 
this King-turned-Hermit not practice himself what he professes. Oh King, come on 
now. Instead of employing the muscles of thy tongue in giving futile lectures, it would 
be fit for the occasion if thou employed the powers of the muscles of thine arms, and 
spare the trouble to the tongue. Hence, I strongly object to thy expostulating on how 
or how not I ought to behave, and I prithee instead to come forward to settle the 
question of who is greater and wiser by letting the Duel decide the matter for good. 

I loathe being lectured. If thou wert as brave and valiant as thou claim to be, 
then why do thee hesitate and procrastinate in the matter of charging at me with full 
tilt and vigour like noble and gallant warrior-in-arm is expected to do? Say why have 
thee developed cold feet when face-to-face with someone whom thee treats as thine 
mortal enemy? It’s surely not behooving of a great warrior to hold back his reins 
when challenged by his opponent to prove his valour and mettle in open battle-field, 
and on equal terms. So welcome, charge; I am waiting for thee."] 


ao. cafe gaat Gag cachet | Hla HIS HT BTS WR I 8 II 
"Tenn facia am i fete sre fatate wt ate BT 2 N 
caupal. 


kahi durbacana krud'dha dasakandhara. kulisa samana lāga chamtai sara. 1. 
nanakara silimukha dha'e. disi aru bidisi gagana mahi cha'e. 2. 


Having said these taunting words to Lord Ram, the ten-shouldered Ravana 
(dasakandhara) began shooting a hail of arrows that were as powerful as the strike 
of thunder. [To wit, anyone who was hit by an arrow, fell to the ground immediately.] 


(1) 
There was a rush of arrows that covered the sky and the earth from all sides. [The 


whole battle-field was blanketed by arrows that rained down from the sky in all 
directions.] (2) 


Wash OT BSS TST | ST AS BY BTSTSR HT i3 i 
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wrfzfa dia ahh farg art at Wy Uf aes II XI 


pavaka sara chamte'u raghubira. chana mahum jaré nisacara tira. 3. 
chadisi tibra sakti khisi'a't. bana sanga prabhu pheri calā'. 4. 


Lord Raghubir (Lord Ram) responded by shooting fiery arrows that immediately 
dashed forward and not only intercepted the incoming arrows shot by Ravana but also 
burnt them to ashes’. (3) 


Feeling peeved and ashamed at his failure, Ravana shot a powerful weapon called 
Shakti (which probably was a special missile more powerful than ordinary arrows 
shot by him). 

Lord Ram intercepted it by shooting a precisely aimed arrow which hit the 
incoming Shakti at its tip with such a mighty force that it turned around and retraced 
its path (to return to Ravana and fall down before him in a crumbled mass of the 
burnt-out shaft)?. (4) 


[Note— It was like the case of modern-day missile interception system. The income 
missiles launched by Ravana in the form of his arrows fired in rapid succession were 
intercepted and destroyed mid-air by the missiles shot by Lord Ram in the form of his 
arrows. 


?The defensive arrow shot by Lord Ram intercepted Ravana’s Shakti mid-air which 
such a great force that surely there must have been a mighty flash and explosion as the 
two darts met each other head-on. This resulted in the Shakti's power keg exploding 
in a fiery display of light and thunder, after which the diffused shaft of the missile was 
flung back to the place from where it was launched.] 


alles wen Per att (femp ware uspenife Prat & t 
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kotinha cakra trisula pabarai. binu prayasa prabhu kati nivarai. 5. 
niphala hohim ravana sara kaisem. khala ke sakala manoratha jaisem. 6. 


Ravana was not to be so easily outwitted. He (grounded his teeth in anger and) 
launched a fresh salvo of weapons such as discs with sharp razor-like edges, and 
lancets that were shaped like tridents. But Lord Ram neutralized them as well, by 
cutting and breaking them all (with the help of his powerful arrows). (5) 


All the arrows and other missiles shot by Ravana failed in the same way as all 
crooked intentions and evil plans of a wicked person are destined to failure’. (6) 


[Note—'The idea here is that no matter how intelligent and great a crooked person 
thinks himself to be, no matter how carefully he may have designed his evil plans, but 
wickedness never pays in the long run, and such a person cannot finally prevail over 
those who are good and righteous.] 
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taba sata bana sarathi maresi. pare'u bhumi jaya rama pukaresi. 7. 
rama krpa kari sūta uthava. taba prabhu parama krodha kahum pava. 8. 


Then he (i.e. Ravana) shot a hundred arrows at the charioteer of Lord Ram, who gave 
a loud cry hailing the glory of the Lord and calling for his victory as he fell down 
unconscious to the ground, gravely wounded by the strike. (7) 


Lord Ram invoked his mystical powers and showed his compassionate nature by 
lifting the charioteer back on his feet (i.e. reviving him)'. 

This action of Ravana highly infuriated the Lord’, and he became exceedingly 
wrathful’. (8) 


[Note—'We have read earlier that when Laxman was made unconscious for the 
second time by Meghanad, Lord Ram had easily revived him in a similar manner— 
apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 6-7 that precede Doha 
no. 84. 


“Lord Ram indeed had this mystical ability to revive any person who was on the verge 
of death. We have a fine example of it when the Lord had asked Jatau, the old vulture 
king who was mortally wounded by Ravana while the latter was taking Sita away to 
Lanka aboard his chariot and Jatau had tried to save her. When Lord Ram met Jatau, 
he had asked him that if he so wished then the Lord can bless him with the boon of 
life, but Jatau refused, saying that he would rather attain deliverance, emancipation 
and salvation than live now, because not again would he ever get this opportunity to 
die while the Supreme Being was himself there right before him. Refer—Ram Charit 
Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 4-10 that precede Doha no. 31. 

Another clear example is found in the case of Baali, the brother of Sugriv, 
whom also the Lord had given the option to live a long and stable life if he so wished, 
but he too preferred to die in the Lord’s presence just like Jatau had wished. Refer— 
Ram Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-5 that precede Doha no. 
10. 

The idea is that though Lord Ram had desisted from performing any super- 
human deeds in order to conceal his true identity as being Lord Vishnu himself, but 
often times he let it known to those on whom he had shown his grace who he actually 
was, to make them feel blessed and spiritually blissful. 

We shall soon read that Ravana would shoot down all the four horses of the 
Lord’s chariot, but once again the Lord would immediately get them on their feet— 
apropos: Chaupai line nos. 5-6 that precede Doha no. 92 herein after. 


?Why was Lord Ram so infuriated when his charioteer, named Matali, was wounded? 
It is because the charioteer was innocent; he had not caused any harm to any of the 
demons like other monkeys and bears had been doing during the course of the war. So 
therefore, by showing anger the Lord gave a message to one and all that if an innocent 
person, who is quietly doing his duty, is harmed in any manner, then the Lord would 
not tolerate it.] 
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chanda. 


bha'e krud'dha jud'dha birud'dha raghupati trona sayaka kasamase. 1. 
kodanda dhuni ati canda suni manujada saba maruta grase. 2. 
mandodari ura kampa kampati kamatha bhü bhüdhara trase. 3. 
cikkarahirn diggaja dasana gahi mahi dékhi kautuka sura hamisé. 4. 


When the Lord of the Raghus (*raghupati"; Lord Ram) became angry in the battle- 
field and wished to punish the opponent (Ravana, who had offended the Lord by 
injuring his innocent charioteer), the arrows in his quiver became agitated, eager to 
become active and shoot forth. (Chanda line no. 1) 


The thunderous twang made by the Lord's bow created such a fierce sound that the 
sound-waves produced by it hit the man-eating demon with a mighty force so hard 
that they were stunned, tottering and trembling wherever they stood. (Chanda line no. 
2) 


[Ravan's wife ] Mandodari's heart fluttered too. The ocean, the legendary Tortoise, 
the earth with its mountains, et al, all felt terrified, and all began to tremble’. (Chanda 
line no. 3) 


The Diggajas (the legendary Elephants who support the earth in the eight corners) 
shrieked wildly as they caught the earth in their teeth (to prevent it from getting 
dislodged from its position). 

It was such an awe-inspiring and strange sight that the gods wondered at it, but 
at the same time they felt happy at the development. (Chanda line no. 4) 


[Note—'A similar thing had occurred when Lord Ram had broken the bow in 
Janakpur to marry Sita—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line nos. 
7-8 and Chanda line nos. 1-3 that precede Doha no. 261. 

Once again, such a development is recorded when Lord Ram and his vast 
army departed from Kishkindha for Lanka—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar 
Kand, Chanda line nos. 1-8 that precede Doha no. 35. 


?There was a great upheaval, as if a mighty quake is shaking up this world. All this 
commotion was caused by one thing—Lord Ram’s bow twanging. This was a thing 
that filled the gods with awe and wonder. But since it was the sound of Lord Ram’s 
bow, the Lord who was their well-wisher and protector, and in this particular instant 
he twanged his bow to show his annoyance at his charioteer’s injury, the gods felt 
happy. It was not something to worry, but rather an occasion to celebrate, as now it 
became all the more certain for the gods that Lord Ram would definitely slay Ravana 
without showing any mercy on him. 
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Earlier the gods may have had some hidden fear that it may perhaps be that 
Ravana decides to surrender before the Lord, and if this happens the merciful Lord 
Ram would find it difficult to refuse his plea for mercy. If that came to pass, then their 
tormentor Ravana would escape unharmed, and then everything would come to a 
naught. But now that Lord Ram had become angry at Ravana, the gods felt rested as 
their fear was unfounded, for now it was certain that Lord Ram would show no mercy 
on Ravana as the latter had offended the Lord by injuring his innocent charioteer.] 


do. ars ae sea aft ors fate are 
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Lord Ram pulled the string of his bow right back up to his ears (i.e. pulled the string 
tight), and then shot fierce arrows. These arrows of the Lord dashed forward like so 
many ferocious dragons or serpents flying in the air (with their heads aiming straight 
in the direction of Ravana, and their tails waving behind them in a slow motion to the 
right and the left). (Doha no. 91) 
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cale bana sapaccha janu uraga. prathamahim hate'u sarathi turaga. 1. 
ratha bibhanji hati ketu pataka. garja ati antara bala thaka. 2. 


The Lord's arrows moved ahead towards their target (Ravana) as if so many winged 
serpents were flying speedily in that direction. They first slammed down the 
charioteer and the horses of Ravana's chariot, killing them. (1) 


Then they slammed at the chariot itself, breaking it down into splinters, and at the 
same time tore through the royal flag and the war standard of the demon race, as well 
as the banner atop his chariot, reducing them into tatters. (2) 
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turata āna ratha cadhi khisi'ana. astra sastra chamiresi bidhi nana. 3. 
biphala hohim saba udyama take. jimi paradroha nirata manasa ke. 4. 


Feeling extremely embarrassed and ashamed at this humiliation', Ravana wasted no 
time in climbing onto a second chariot (which he had kept as a standby)’, and angrily 
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shot many varieties of weapons and missiles of different denominations at his 
adversary (Lord Ram). (3) 


All his efforts proved futile in the same way as an evil person’s intentions to cause ill 
to others would fail in the long run’. (4) 


[Note—'Ravana felt exasperated because when he had shot his own arrow or missile 
aimed at Lord Ram’s chariot, it had only felled the charioteer whom the Lord 
immediately revived; but Ravana’s arrow could not do more harm other than this 
small diversion. 

On the other hand, when Lord Ram shot his arrow in retaliation, it completely 
demolished Ravana’s chariot, killing its horses and the charioteer, and tearing apart 
his flag and banner, proving at once that the Lord was superior to Ravana in the art 
and skill of warfare and use of weapons. This realization not only peeved and 
embarrassed Ravana greatly but also sent a chill down his spine, as now he was 
gaping at the alarming prospect of trying to outwit an enemy who was far more 
superior and capable and skilled and empowered than what he had earlier envisioned 
him to be. 


^We have noticed earlier too that Ravana had always kept an extra chariot, fully 
armed and well equipped, as a standby in the battle-field—apropos: Ram Charit 
Manas, Lanka Kand, Chanda line nos. 1-3 that precede Doha no. 84. 

Another remarkable point to be noted here is this: Lord Ram was able to 
revive his charioteer when he was struck down by the missile shot by Ravana, but it is 
obvious that Ravana did not possess the knowledge of how to do it. This was another 
reason of his getting extremely alarmed. He wondered at how his enemy was able to 
revive those who fell down mortally wounded and unconscious on the ground. Earlier 
it was Laxman who was revived, and now it was the charioteer. 

Well, come to think of it: How actually was Lord Ram able to achieve this 
miraculous feat besides the factor of his being the Supreme Being who is all-able, all- 
knowing and all-powerful, the Lord who can do the impossible should he wish to do 
it? 

The plausible answer is this: When Laxman was revived by the concoction 
prepared from the medical herbs brought by Hanuman on the advice of the doctor 
named Sushen, Lord Ram realized its wonderful properties, and surely he had kept 
aside the rest of the remedy after a part of the preparation successfully revived 
Laxman, to be used in emergencies during the war. Lord Ram had used it first to 
revive Laxman when he fell for the second time upon being hit by Ravana's powerful 
Shakti (refer: Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 83—to Chaupai line no. 7 
that precedes Doha no. 84), and now again when he revived his charioteer who was 
also struck down by Ravana (refer: Chaupai line nos. 7-8 that precede Doha no. 91). 
The Lord would also revive his four horses when they would be struck dead by 
Ravana soon—apropos: Chaupai line nos. 5-6 herein below. 

Ravana was dumb-struck; he could not understand the mystery of how Lord 
Ram managed to perform this magical trick of fully reviving someone who was 
almost dead. What does it indicate? Well, it means that Sushen, Ravana's own doctor, 
was privately annoyed at his own Lord, at his high-handedness and arrogant nature; 
the doctor was very sad and angry when the pious Vibhishan was ill-treated by the 
demon king. So he mentally resolved not to help him any further. This is also the 
reason that Sushen told the correct herb to Lord Ram in order to revive Laxman, for if 
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the doctor had so wished he could have administered a wrong medicine to Laxman 
that would have done him to death, instead of reviving him with all his original 
vigour. This was Sushen’s way of punishing his cruel Lord Ravana for the way the 
latter had been behaving throughout his life. 

But this point did not strike Ravana; he had never thought in his wildest of 
dreams that Sushen, the royal doctor of the demon race, would also betray him by not 
disclosing the secret medicine by which the almost-dead could be revived back to life. 
But some blame goes to Ravana as well—for he had never, in his arrogance and 
haughtiness, sought Sushen’s advice on this matter, thinking he did not need it, as no 
one in this creation would ever be able to trounce him and create a situation where he 
would need someone’s help to revive those who were on the verge of death. Ravana 
thought: “I have conquered the God of Death himself; so what’s the worry.” 

The point to remark here is that if a king, or any ruler for that matter, fails to 
keep his subjects in good humour and favourably inclined towards himself, then one 
or the other day these same subjects of his would vent their suppressed anger at him 
by turning hostile, and pulling the rug from under his feet at a time when he least 
expects. In the case of the poor and unfortunate demon king Ravana, many of his 
trusted aides had turned their backs on him when the tides of time and fortune 
themselves turned against him. 


^A similar idea is expressed in Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 6 
that precedes Doha no. 91.] 
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taba ravana dasa süla calava. baji cari mahi mari girava. 5. 
turaga utha'i kopi raghunayaka. khainci sarasana chamte sayaka. 6. 


Then Ravana shot ten fierce tridents or lancets, which struck and fell the four horses 
of Lord Ram's chariot almost as dead. (5) 


Lord Raghunayak (Lord Ram) immediately lifted the fallen horses (i.e. he revived the 
horses back to life and put them on their feet once again in the same way as he had 
lifted his charioteer a while ago). 

The enraged Lord Ram pulled his bow and furiously shot a powerful volley of 
arrows in retaliation. (6) 


Ten fe up TAM afer tase faeit per emt t 0 t 
WH XH AMT Met wu Wm d Pref mu wer SPAT TTT US UI 
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The group of arrows of Lord Ram went towards the heads of Ravana like hordes of 
bees were moving towards a cluster of lotus flowers, as is their natural wont or habit. 


(7) 


Lord Ram shot a volley of arrows in such a way that a cluster of ten of them struck 
the forehead of each of Ravan's ten heads, pierced through them, and emerged on the 
other side’. This resulted in producing large gaping holes in his heads, from which 
gushed out streams of blood like water flowing from water spouts or drains from 
which rain water flows out from rooftops during heavy rainfall’. (8) 


[Note—'The bees have a natural habit of moving in large numbers towards a dense 
cluster of lotus flowers where they hover for a while before alighting on the flowers to 
suck out their nectar. In this metaphor, the large numbers of Lord Ram's arrows are 
likened to the bees, and the heads of Ravana to the lotus flowers. Just like the bees 
aim straight at the lotus flower and alight directly on it without being attracted by any 
other flower, the arrows aimed straight at Ravana's head without going off track. 
Once they strike the heads these arrows would suck the life out of them just as the 
bees suck out the nectar from the lotus flowers after alighting on them. 


*A total of 100 arrows were shot by Lord Ram. There were 10 arrows aimed at each 
of Ravana's 10 heads—i.e. 10 x 10 = 100. 

Remember: Ravana's heads were huge as mountains; so therefore his 
foreheads were also broad like the sides of these mountains. 

Ravana had shot ten tridents (refer: Chaupai line no. 5 herein above), so Lord 
Ram answered by shooting an equal number of arrows aimed at each of his heads.] 


Gad Sx Mas TATA pup UPA Het epp AAMT I 9 UI 
cite cit tae want 1 ashe aa Ate Ale un i 9o N 


sravata rudhira dhaya'u balavana. prabhu puni krta dhanu sara sandhana. 9. 
tisa tira raghubira pabare. bhujanhi sameta sisa mahi pare. 10. 


Ravana, who was exceptionally strong and valorous, dashed forward even while 
blood flowed out in a steady stream from his foreheads. Lord Ram once again 
mounted his arrows on his bow, and took aim. (9) 


The brave Lord of the Raghus (“raghubira”; Lord Ram ) this time shot thirty arrows 
at one go. These arrows sliced away Ravana's twenty arms and ten heads which fell to 
the ground. (10) 
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No sooner had Lord Ram severed Ravana’s heads and arms than they grew back once 
again, immediately. 
Not to be daunted, the Lord cut off his heads and arms once again. (11) 


But the same thing was repeated: for as soon as these were severed from Ravana’s 
body, new ones (10 heads and 20 arms) took their place instantly’. (12) 


[Note—'It is like the case of a Hydra. We learn in basic zoology that when any part of 
this primary organism is cut, it is able to regenerate the severed part on its own. This 
phenomenon of Ravana regenerating his heads and arms applies especially to the 
Hydra whose heads regenerate automatically if cut off. ] 
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puni puni prabhu katata bhuja sisa. ati kautuki kosaladhisa. 13. 
rahe cha'i nabha sira aru baht. manahum amita ketu aru rahi. 14. 


[Now it was the turn of Lord Ram to be amazed and left wondering. Why? Because— 
] 

Lord Ram repeatedly severed the heads and arms of Ravana, but each time they grew 
back on his body. The Lord of Kaushal (^kosaladhisa"; Lord Ram) was playing this 
strange game with Ravana to amuse himself (kautuka)!. (13) 


The severed heads and arms of Ravana filled the sky as if so many comets and falling 
stars, represented by Rahu and Ketu in mythology, were dashing hither-thither 
through the firmament. (14) 


[Note—'This verse can have another interpretation: “This strange phenomenon of 
Ravana growing his heads and arms every time Lord Ram cut them filled him with 
awe and amazement." 


“In this analogy, the heads of Ravana are like the many ‘Rahus’, and his arms are like 
the *Ketus'. The ‘Rahu’ is the severed head of a demon of this name; the Rahu is said 
to devour the disc of the moon and the sun to produce the lunar and solar eclipses 
respectively according to mythology. 

The ‘Ketu’ is the torso of the same demon Rahu, and after his head was cut off 
the rest of the body moved around in the universe. The ‘comet’ that we witness in the 
sky is said to be the Ketu of mythology. 

Since Ravana’s heads were round, they are compared to Rahu; and his arms, 
being muscular and tubular, are likened to the Ketu which is like a long and broad 
ribbon. ] 
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chanda. 


janu rahu ketu aneka nabha patha sravata sonita dhavahim. 1. 
raghubira tira pracanda lagahirn bhümi girana na pavahim. 2. 

eka eka sara sira nikara chede nabha urata imi sohahim. 3. 

janu kopi dinakara kara nikara jahan tahan? bidhuntuda pohahim. 4. 


It appeared that countless Rahus and Ketus were streaking through the sky while 
blood flowed from them and formed a trail behind their path. (Chanda line no. 1) 


These heads and arms of Ravana continued to fly across the sky as they couldn't fall 
down to the ground, because they were flung off so violently when Lord Ram's 
arrows cut them off from the demon king's body that they were put in a trajectory that 
neutralized the effect of gravity and kept them air-borne for a long time (much like 
the kite flies). (Chanda line no. 2) 


The heads of Ravana flew through the sky, with each of them being pierced by Lord 
Ram's arrows that passed through them, to create an impression that the countless 
rays of the angry sun were picking up the Rahus one by one and impaling them by 
their energized darts’. (Chanda line nos. 3-4) 


[Note—'The Sun became angry at Rahu; so it decided to shoot its rays in the form of 
energized darts that impaled Rahu, and forced it to go round and round around the 
blazing disc of the Sun to get roasted alive. 

In this analogy, the arrows of Lord Ram are like the darts of Sun's rays shot to 
impale Rahu, and the severed heads of Ravana are like Rahu himself.] 
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Ravana's heads grew back soon as Lord Ram cut them off in the same way as longing 
for the world and its material objects, as well as the yearning for the pleasures of the 
senses continue to increase in direct proportion to one's involvement in them. (Doha 
no. 92) 


[Note—To wit, the more a person allows himself to get involved with the material 
world, and derive pleasure and comfort from its sense objects, the more his desire for 
them increases. So likewise, the more heads of Ravana were cut off by Lord Ram, the 
more heads grew back. 

The idea is this: After a certain point of time, Lord Ram realized that it was a 
waste of time and energy trying to kill Ravana by cutting off his heads. Some other 
means had to be devised now.] 
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dasamukha dekhi siranha kai barhi. bisara marana bha' risa garhi. 1. 
garje'u mürha maha abhimani. dhaya'u dasahu sarasana tani. 2. 


When the ten-mouthed (dasamukha)' demon Ravana observed that his heads were 
multiplying endlessly, he forgot about the danger of death that had been looming over 
his head a while ago (because now he was sure that he wouldn't die, for it is next to 
impossible for a living being to survive once its head is cut off from its body, but this 
principle didn't seem to apply to Ravana). 

With that fear out of the way, with the peril of imminent death no more 
occupying his mind, Ravana was now seized with severe pangs of revenge as flames 
of burning wrath and desire for vengeance swept through his entire being. (1) 


That extremely haughty and arrogant fool of a monster (mürha maha abhimant) 
thundered boisterously (garje'u) even as he dashed forward with all his ten bows? 
drawn and stringed tight, ready to shoot (arrows). (2) 


[Note—'Ravana had ten heads, and therefore ‘ten mouths’. 


*He had ‘twenty arms’, which means ‘ten pairs of arms’. So he held ten bows in each 
of his ten arms on one side of his gigantic body, while the other ten arms were ready 
to mount arrows on the bows of the corresponding side in order to shoot them. 

Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, line no. 1 of Doha no. 81 where this 
arrangement of bows and arrows is clearly marked. ] 
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samara bhumi dasakandhara kopyo. barasi bana raghupati ratha topyo. 3. 
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The ten-shouldered (dasakandhara)' Ravana became wrathful and vengeful in the 
battle-field; he rained down a dense volley of arrows that covered the chariot of Lord 
Ram (also known as *Raghupati", the Lord of the Raghu-race of great kings of 
Ayodhya). (3) 


The chariot of Lord Ram was so covered by this thick veil of arrows that for about an 
hour (danda ēka) it remained out of sight like an object that becomes invisible for 
some time during thick fog or mist". (4) 


[Note— Ravana had ‘ten shoulders’ upon which were his ten necks and ten heads like 
a Hydra of ancient Greek mythology. 
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^Even as an object remains unharmed, though it is not visible, when it is covered by a 
thick cover of fog or mist, which however is short-lived by its very nature, and as 
soon as the fog or mist dissipates the object comes to view once again, so was the case 
with Lord Ram's chariot. To wit, for some time the Lord's chariot became invisible 
because Ravana’s arrows had covered it from all sides, but when the hail of arrows 
cleared, the chariot was once again seen in all its splendour and magnificence. | 
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But during this time when Lord Ram's chariot became invisible, the gods panicked 
and became extremely alarmed; they raised a pitiful cry of woe and fear. 

When the Lord observed the piteous condition of the terrified gods, he angrily 
lifted his formidable bow which was like the mouth of Death (karamuka). (5) 


Letting out a fierce volley of arrows from it, the Lord severed the heads of the enemy 
once again. These severed heads covered the firmament, the landscape of the sky, 
from one end to another’. (6) 


[Note—'Imagine the confoundedness of the terrified gods: The sky was already 
thickly covered with countless heads and arms of Ravana flying randomly in all 
directions like so many Rahus and Ketus (apropos: Chaupai line no. 14 and Chanda 
line no. 1 that precede Doha no. 92 herein above); then Ravana's arrows flew thickly 
to conceal Lord Ram's chariot (apropos: Chaupai line no. 3 herein above); and now 
whatever space was left was filled with a fresh supply of Ravana's heads that the Lord 
now cut. 

There was a thick carpet of heads, arms and arrows spread in the space of the 
sky between where the gods were stationed in the heaven and the ground below where 
the war was being fought. In this smokescreen the gods were literally blinded as they 
could perceive nothing of what was happening on the battle-field. 

To wit, this cover of heads, arms and arrows which obscured the view of the 
battle-field from the gods was actually Lord Ram's way of spreading his Maya upon 
these gods: the Lord had performed certain mystical deeds and magical tricks which 
perhaps he wished to keep to himself and concealed from the gods; and so he 
employed this ruse to keep the gods in oblivion of what was actually happening in the 
battle-field.] 
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kate sira nabha maraga dhavahim. jaya jaya dhuni kari bhaya upajavahim. 7. 
kaham lachimana sugriva kapisa. kahan raghubira kosaladhisa. 8. 


The severed heads of Ravana dart hither and thither through the path of the sky, 
letting out shrieks of *victory-victory; hail-hail’ that create terrible fear in all those 
who listen to these ghostly voices!. (7) 


Even as these heads streak through the sky they kept on howling gravely: ‘Where is 
Laxman; where is Sugriv, the king of the monkeys. Where is Raghubir, the Lord of 
Kaushal (i.e. Lord Ram)?’ (8) 


[Note—'The ghostly sound produced by severed heads of Ravana terrified the gods in 
heaven, as well as the army of monkeys and bears on the ground. | 
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chanda. 


kaham ramu kahi sira nikara dha'e dekhi markata bhaji cale. 1. 
sandhani dhanu raghubansamani hamsi saranhi sira bedhe bhale. 2. 
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kari rudhira sari majjanu manahum sangrama bata püjana calim. 4. 


“Where is Ram'— saying these words, clusters of severed heads whistled through the 
sky in every direction, and this sight so much terrified the monkeys and bears on the 
battle-ground that they ran helter-skelter out of fear. (Chanda line no. 1) 


Lord Ram, who was like a gem in the race of kings belonging to Raghu’s race 
(raghubansamani), smiled in amusement even as he lifted his bow and shot arrows 
that pierced these flying heads properly in such a way that they stopped creating any 
more howling sound’. (Chanda line no. 2) 


Meanwhile, on the battle-field itself there were hordes of Kalikas (female forms of the 
god of death known as ‘Kaal’) roaming around in groups while holding garlands of 
skulls in their hands. (Chanda line no. 3) 


It created an impression that these patron goddesses of the battle-field had first taken a 
bath in a river of blood and were now proceeding to offer their worship of a Vat Tree 
(a banyan tree) symbolized by the war’. (Chanda line no. 4) 


[Note—'The next set of arrows shot by Lord Ram punctured bigger holes in the heads 
of Ravana that were making so much noise as they flew in the sky so as to completely 
silence them. Perhaps the holes made previously were very small, say like those in a 
flute or any other wind-based musical instrument, and when these heads flew through 
the sky with great speed they produced a whistling sound when air passed through 
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these apertures. So, Lord Ram shot a second volley of arrows that drilled bigger holes 
into these heads, which helped to stop the ghostly sound that they made. 


?The Kalikas were carrying garlands of skulls just like women folk carry garlands of 
flowers when they go to offer worship to a holy tree, which is the banyan tree in this 
case. Here this “banyan tree’ is represented by the raging ‘war’, and like the banyan 
tree that has many roots and branches of different shapes spreading over a large area, 
the war too had different phases and different aspects, with its ups and downs and 
changing contours, where the tide of fortune would change sides swiftly, once 
favouring the demon army and at another moment favouring the army of monkeys 
and bears. | 
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puni dasakantha krud'dha ho'i chamri sakti pracanda. 
cali bibhisana sanmukha manahum kala kara danda. 93. 


Once again, Ravana shot another powerful weapon called 'Shakti (a lancet or a 
trident that possessed exceptional ability to strike down the target at which it was 
aimed). It was aimed at Vibhishan, and so it headed straight to him as if the fearful 
baton of Kaal (i.e. the weapon of the god of death) was thrown at Vibhishan (with the 
intention to kill him). (Doha no. 93) 


[Note—'The term “Shakti” applied to a powerful and strong weapon that had a lot of 
energy and punch incorporated into it; it had the potential to create extensive damage 
to the target it was aimed at. It was invincible and infallible as it rarely failed to attain 
its objective. 

Ravana had many such exclusive weapons in reserve, and he used them when 
other weapons failed to satisfy him. He had used a Shakti earlier to hit Laxman with 
the result that the latter fell down on the ground unconscious by its impact—apropos: 
Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 8 and Chanda line nos. 1-2 that 
precede Doha no. 83. 

Presently, when Ravana saw Vibhishan, his estranged brother, his indignation 
and anger knew no bounds. He flew into a rage when he sighted Vibhishan because he 
treated the latter as a traitor and one who had betrayed his own family and race. 
Ravana's anger leapt up into a flame when he saw Vibhishan in the same manner as 
when he had become furious upon seeing Laxman, because the sight of Laxman 
reminded Ravana that it was he who had killed his dear son Meghanad. Now once 
again, the sight of Vibhishan revived the memory of the bitter moment when he had 
kicked him out of Lanka for advocating the cause of Lord Ram. 

To wit, Ravana became incensed by the sight of Vibhishan so much that he 
decided to get done with him; so he shot the powerful Shakti to kill his brother and 
get him out of his way for good.] 
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caupat. 


avata dekhi sakti ati ghora. pranatarati bharijana pana mora. 1. 
turata bibhisana pachém mela. sanmukha rama sahé'u so'i sela. 2. 


When Lord Ram saw this formidable Shakti approaching to target Vibhishan, he 
bethought to himself: ‘It is my declared vow that I would eliminate all fears of those 
who have surrendered themselves to me and have sought my protection. [Therefore, it 
is obligatory upon me to protect Vibhishan and get him out of harms way, even if it 
means that I have to suffer as a consequence.]" (1) 


Deciding thus, the Lord immediately pushed Vibhishan behind and stood in the front 
to bear the brunt of the attack of the incoming Shakti, thereby effectively shielding 
Vibhishan from the horrifying deadly effects of the missile’. (2) 


[Note—'This determination of Lord Ram, that he would not flinch or demur, nor 
procrastinate even for a while, when it comes to extending his protection to those who 
have come to him in the time of distress to surrender themselves before him and seek 
his protection, is explicitly stressed by the Lord himself earlier too with reference to 
Vibhishan himself—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 8 
that precedes Doha no. 43—to Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 44. 

Lord Ram had made this declaration publicly, and so it was now incumbent 
upon him to show everyone that he keeps his words like a true and gallant knight. 


? Another very significant point to note at this juncture is this: Lord Ram was riding a 
chariot at this point of time, and so was Ravana. How then did Vibhishan come into 
the picture? 

Well, there are three possibilities here; let us consider them one by one as 
follows— 

(1) The first possibility is that Vibhishan was also on the chariot alongside 
Lord Ram in order to assist him, being his constant companion and special advisor 
during the war, as he was hand-picked by the Lord himself because Vibhishan was 
fully aware about the secrets of Lanka and its army like no one else in the Lord's 
army. 

(ii) The second probability is that after the Lord's charioteer Matali was 
wounded when he was hit by Ravana's arrows (apropos: Chaupai line no. 7 that 
precedes Doha no. 91), he was replaced by Vibhishan who took the reins of the 
chariot himself in order to give Matali some rest. 

(iii) The third likelihood is that after the charioteer Matali was revived by Lord 
Ram, the Lord decided to give him some rest, and so he left the chariot and stood on 
the ground near it, where his chief commanders such as Vibhishan and others were 
already present. When Ravana saw his estranged brother standing close to his arch 
enemy Lord Ram, his anger knew no bounds; he flared up with vengeance when he 
recalled how his own brother had betrayed him. So Ravana shot a deadly dart at 
Vibhishan to kill him. 

All these three possibilities can be true, though nothing is clearly mentioned 
regarding how Lord Ram could ‘push Vibhishan behind him’ when he saw the Shakti 
coming. It is surely not practically possible to happen if the Lord was on a chariot and 
Vibhishan was standing on the ground with other commanders who were directed 
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earlier by the Lord to stand by and watch the duel between himself and Ravana— 
apropos: Doha no. 89 along with Chaupai line no. 1 that follows it. 

Now therefore, if we take into consideration the first option, that ‘Vibhishan 
was on the chariot sitting or standing alongside Lord Ram’, then it is easy to visualize 
Ravana spotting him and shooting his Shakti at his brother to vent his suppressed 
anger and indignation at him; it is also easy then for Lord Ram to push Vibhishan 
behind the seat and take the hit himself. 

The second option—that ‘Vibhishan had replaced Matali as the charioteer of 
Lord Ram for some time’—also works well with the narration and to explain what 
may actually have happened during those crucial moments. During such duels it was a 
common-place thing to immobilize one’s adversary by falling his charioteer and 
horses—both Lord Ram and Ravana had done it. {Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka 
Kand, (i) Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 91 (Ravana felling Lord Ram’s 
charioteer); and (ii) Chaupai line nos. 1-2 that precede Doha no. 92 (Lord Ram 
retaliating in the same way by felling Ravana’s charioteer and horses). } 

When Ravana’s sight fell on Vibhishan taking charge of Lord Ram’s chariot, 
obviously the former lost his cool and flew into a raging fit of anger—because the 
very sight of his estranged brother filled Ravana with loathing, for he was overcome 
with extreme disgust and burning indignation. When he aimed his Shakti at 
Vibhishan, Lord Ram immediately pushed the latter aside and stepped in his place to 
bear the brunt of the attack. 

Likewise, the third option—that ‘Lord Ram had left the chariot for a while and 
stood on the ground while Vibhishan and others came close to him, and then Ravana 
shot his Shakti at Vibhishan’—also seems plausible, because then it would be natural 
for Lord Ram to push Vibhishan behind him and take the hit himself. 

In any case, what happened to Vibhishan? Well, we shall read in the following 
verses that he took up his fighting mace and rushed at Ravana. It clearly means that if 
we take into consideration either of the first two options then the chariot of Lord Ram 
had stopped on its track, and Vibhishan had jumped off it and ran on foot to confront 
his brother. 

On the other hand, if we regard the third possibility as what actually might 
have transpired during those moments, then also everything fits in well with the 
description of what happened during those moments. 

Vibhishan dashing forward to challenge and engage Ravana after Lord Ram 
fell down unconscious was a natural and spontaneous reaction on his part, for he was 
greatly obliged to the Lord for giving him unconditional shelter and promising him 
his full support and protection at a time when his own brother Ravana would have 
certainly killed him if he had remained a little longer in Lanka. 

To wit, in the absence of any clear description of what might have actually 
happened during those crucial moments, the above three possibilities are the only 
ones that come to mind to explain the development; there is no practical way of what 
might have happened then other than this.] 


UAT Gh ASST HSE US WY He Get Gee fiers ll 3 N 
«fia faites wy sr arate Ht Ter epa VIS AMAT U ¥ ul 


1810 


lagi sakti murucha kachu bha’. prabhu krta khela suranha bikala’l. 3. 
dekhi bibhisana prabhu $rama payo. gahi kara gada krud'dha ho'i dhayo. 4. 


When the Shakti slammed into Lord Ram, he fell unconscious for some time. This 
play of the Lord confounded the gods who felt sore affright, alarmed and agitated’. (3) 


No sooner did Vibhishan see Lord Ram falling exhausted after being hit by the 
powerful Shakti, than he picked up his war mace and rushed angrily at Ravana’. (4) 


[Note—'The reader might have recognized by now how impatient and nervous and 
fragile the gods were. Every time they found Lord Ram on the back-foot, they 
panicked; they didn't realize that it was a war, and in a war it is impossible that the 
tide of fortune would always and exclusively favour one combatant. They forgot that 
Lord Ram was actually ‘Lord Vishnu’, and therefore there was no question of his 
losing the war against the demon king Ravana. But everything takes its time. 

Lord Ram, meanwhile, being the Supreme Lord of the world, wished to play 
an even game; the Lord wished that Ravana ought to be given his due share of fame 
and glory by allowing to prove himself as a mighty warrior; the Lord wished that 
history would give due credit to Ravana and honour him for his unrivalled gallantry, 
valour and qualities as a great and powerful warrior. 

At the same time the Lord had to honour and recognize the mystical powers 
that the many weapons that were used at different times during the war inherently 
possessed. Remember: The Supreme Being had created every conceivable component 
in this creation; the demons too were obviously a part of the same creation, and so 
were the myriad weapons they used. The Lord had to take action on these demons 
because they were crossing the limits of tolerance, but that did not mean that they 
weren't a part of the creation created by the Supreme Being. 

The demons represented the *Tama Guna', or the third quality out of the three 
qualities created by the Lord at the time of creation—the other two being ‘Sata Guna’ 
and the ‘Raja Guna’. These three qualities were like the tripod on which the character 
and nature of all creatures was based; and in an ideal situation there ought to be a 
balance between the three so that the tripod would stand stable and straight. 
Unfortunately this was not to be so and the balance failed over time so that the worst 
of the three, the ‘Tama Guna’, became dominant, pushing aside the other two and 
upsetting the delicate balance designed by the Supreme Lord. Now when this 
happened, it became obligatory for the Lord to reset things and bring normalcy in his 
creation. This in brief was why Lord Ram was fighting the ‘demons’; it was just to 
bring the ancient balance back to the normal. 

Therefore, the Lord played things patiently and with a cool head, though 
externally he had to act like an expert actor who shows so many emotions and 
sentiments on the stage in accordance to the role he is playing, but once off the stage 
he remains unconcerned and calm, becoming his earlier self. 


?See note appended to Chaupai line nos. 1-2 herein above. The missile sapped Lord 
Ram's energy for a while as it hit him hard, as a result of which the Lord sank to his 
feet, exhausted and tired like a person who loses his senses for some time when 
suddenly hit hard by a blow.] 
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re kubhagya satha manda kubud'dhe. taim sura nara muni naga birud'dhe. 5. 
sadara siva kahum sisa carha'e. eka eka ke kotinha pa'e. 6. 


Vibhishan sternly rebuked Ravana, saying: ‘Oh you unfortunate, wicked and dumb- 
witted fellow whose mind has become pervert. You have become hostile to all living 
beings; you have not spared anyone, neither the gods, the human beings, the pious 
sages and hermits, nor the serpents (representing the reptiles who aren't even able to 
stand up and walk). 

[To wit, thou hast oppressed and created animosity with every imaginable 
creature in the Lord's universe; thou hast spared neither the high and the mighty, nor 
the weak and the humble. Thy mind is so excessively pervert that it has eclipsed thine 
wisdom and senses so much that thee hast been blinded of everything. Forsooth, thee 
thinks that thou art the Lord of the world, but in thine haughty recklessness thou hast 
forgotten that everything has a limit, that one wouldst be well-advised to live within 
one's limits, and never overdo things in arrogant overconfidence. I had tried to show 
thee the correct path, but in thy arrogance thee didst naught pay any heed to it. So 
now, reap what thou hast sowed.] (5) 


You had offered your heads to Lord Shiva as offerings at the time you had 
worshipped him, as a result of which you had been blessed by the boon that you will 
never be short of heads, as for each head you had offered to Shiva, you were granted 
countless heads in return’. 

[Lord Shiva was so pleased by thy self-sacrifice of thine heads that he granted 
thee access to countless heads, so that if by an unhappy chance thou wouldst lose 
thine head, then thee wouldst be compensated by another head immediately. That is 
why Lord Ram has failed to get rid of thee by cutting thine heads. Woe to thee, thou 
wicked fellow, for thy time has come!] (6) 


[Note— This incident is hinted at in Anand Ramayan, Sarkand, Canto 13, verse nos. 
38-39; and verse no. 53. 

Ravana has himself boasted of it while arguing with Angad in Ram Charit 
Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 2-3 that precedes Doha no. 25.] 
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tehi karana khala aba lagi bamicyo. aba tava kalu sisa para nacyo. 7. 
rama bimukha satha cahasi sampada. asa kahi hanesi majha ura gada. 8. 


That is the reason why you have survived for so long (inspite of Lord Ram severing 
your heads so many times). But now your death seems to be dancing over your head. 


(7) 


How stupid you are to expect prosperity and welfare by being opposed to Lord Ram!’ 
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Saying this, Vibhishan swung his battle mace and slammed it hard on 
Ravana’s chest. (8) 
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ura majha gada prahara ghora kathora lagata mahi paryo. 1. 
dasa badana sonita sravata puni sambhari dhayo risa bharyo. 2. 
dvau bhire atibala mallajud'dha birud'dha eku ekahi hanai. 3. 
raghubira bala darpita bibhisanu ghali nahirn ta kahum ganai. 4. 


No sooner did the mighty battle mace struck Ravana in his chest with a deadly blow, 
than he fell down on the ground. (Chanda line no. 1) 


Blood flowed from all his ten mouths. But not to be so easily outwitted, the valorous 
Ravana soon recovered himself and rushed forward, with renewed vengeance, 
towards Vibhishan. (Chanda line no. 2) 


The two equally strong, valiant and gallant champions clashed with each other 
vigourously, slamming each other with all their might, and raining deadly blows. 
(Chanda line no. 3) 


Vibhishan was encouraged to take on his formidable adversary Ravana with renewed 
vigour and confidence as he had the latent support and blessing of Lord Ram so much 
so that the former gave no credence to how mighty or valorous the latter may have 
been for anyone else. 

[To wit, since Vibhishan had full support of Lord Ram, and he was fighting on 
the Lord's behalf, he had no fear from Ravana at all. Otherwise, left to himself, 
Vibhishan was no match against his mighty brother who was so powerful and strong 
that even his name would send the gods of heaven running for cover’.] (Chanda line 
no. 4) 


[Note—'Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, (i) Baal Kand, Doha no. 182 along with 
Chaupai line nos. 5-13 that precede it; and (ii) Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 4-8 
that precede Doha no. 25; Chaupai line nos. 3-5 that precede Doha no. 28.] 
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uma bibhisanu ravanahi sanmukha citava ki ka'u. 
so aba bhirata kala jyorn Sriraghubira prabha'u. 94. 


[Lord Shiva, the primary narrator of this magnificent Story, said to his consort Uma 
who was listening to it.] ‘Listen Uma. Could Vibhishan ever gather the courage to see 
eye to eye with Ravana? [No; never.] 

That same Vibhishan now clashed fearlessly with Ravana as if he was a 
personified form of Kaal (god of death). Verily indeed, in all sooth and without 
gainsay, this was made possible only due to the grace and glory of Lord Ram’. (Doha 
no. 94) 


[Note— To wit, the very fact that Vibhishan could even as much as dare to face 
Ravana and hit him so hard that the mighty Lord of the demons would fall down, 
bleeding from his mouths, shows the secret power inherent to the grace of Lord Ram. 
Since Vibhishan had Lord Ram's blessings, he was very well empowered and 
protected so much so that he not only had no fear from his ferocious demon brother, 
but he also succeeded in bringing him down to earth by his blow. Ravana's powers 
and strength of arm were no secret from Vibhishan, and under any other situation he 
would have run away instead of confronting Ravana and getting squashed to death by 
him.] 
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caupat. 


dékha $ramita bibhisanu bhari. dhaya'u hanümana giri dhari. 1. 


Hanuman, who was watching the proceedings from the sidelines, observed that 
Vibhishan was getting exhausted. So he decided to come to Vibhishan's aid, and 
holding a huge boulder that resembled a mountain, he leapt forward with a mighty 
dash. (1) 


He (Hanuman) dumped this mountain-like boulder with a great force on Ravana's 
chariot, crushing it to smithereens, and killing the horses as well as the charioteer. 
Thence he kicked Ravana viciously in the chest. (2) 


[Note—'This is not the first time that Hanuman had intervened during one-to-one 
duels, for he had reacted with the same swiftness and agility earlier also during the 
confrontation between Ravana and Laxman when the latter was shot down and felled 
unconscious by a powerful Shakti shot by Ravana, whereat Hanuman had dashed 
forward to intervene, giving a violent fist-blow to Ravana that made him swoon and 
fall down. {Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 8 that 
precedes Doha no. 83—to Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 84.} 

At other times too when Hanuman found that his companions were in dire 
danger, he was the first to come to their aid; there are several instances of it. (Refer: 
Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, (i) Chaupai line nos. 1-8 that precede Doha no. 43; 
(11) Chaupai line nos. 1-4 that precede Doha no. 51.3] 
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tharha raha ati kampita gata. gaya'u bibhisanu jahari janatrata. 3. 
puni ravana kapi hate'u pacari. cale'u gagana kapi pümcha pasar. 4. 


Ravana stood stunned and shaken by the blow, with his body trembling for a while 
(like the leaves that shake on a tree when a gust of wind passes through). 

Meanwhile, Vibhishan went back to the place where Lord Ram, the protector 
of devotees, was. (3) 


Recovering himself, Ravana challenged Hanuman and hit him hard; but Hanuman 
lengthened his tail and went up in the sky!. (4) 


[Note— Hanuman's blow left Ravana shuddering for a moment, but he did not fall 
down. Gathering his wits together, Ravana struck back at his assailant, thrusting a 
clenched fist at him. But Hanuman was prepared for it, and so before the fist-cuff 
could actually land on him he cleverly escaped unharmed by using his long tail as a 
lever to spring himself into the sky. Why did Hanuman employ this strategy? It is 
explained below.] 
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gahisi pümicha kapi sahita urana. puni phiri bhiré'u prabala hanumana. 5. 
larata akasa jugala sama jodha. ekahi eku hanata kari krodha. 6. 


Ravana caught hold of Hanuman’s tail and flew alongside him into the sky. After 
some time (i.e. after a brief pause when both the champions were at a distance from 
the place where Ravana had first fought with Lord Ram, and later with Vibhishan), 
the mighty Hanuman turned back and clashed violently with Ravana’. (5) 


The two valiant and courageous watriors, who were equal in gallantry and bravado, 
fought each other in the sky, bravely and fiercely, with gusto and dare-devilry. They 
punched and boxed each other vehemently, both highly enraged and seething with 
anger. (6) 


[Note—'Hanuman wished to take Ravana away from the sight of where Lord Ram 
was. Remember: the Lord was struck and made unconscious by Ravana’s Shakti, so 
Hanuman thought it was wise to take Ravana away from the sight and engage him in a 
duel so as to deflect his attention from Lord Ram, for which purpose he went some 
distance away into the sky, with Ravana in hot pursuit. When Hanuman felt that they 
were at a safe distance from Lord Ram, he turned back to clash with Ravana in a 
fierce duel. ] 
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sohahim nabha chala bala bahu karahim. kajjala giri sumeru janu larahim. 7. 
budhi bala nisicara para'i na paryo. taba maruta suta prabhu sambharyo. 8. 


The two mighty warriors were engaged in a close combat that was fought most 
fiercely and valiantly in the sky, with both using myriads of tricks and maneuverings. 
The sight was akin to Mt. Kajjal clashing with Mt. Sumeru’. (7) 


After having failed to subdue the demon king (“nisicara”; Ravana) inspite of using all 
his wits and skills as well as his might, the son of the wind god (*maruta suta”; 
Hanuman) remembered Lord Ram (i.e. prayed to the Lord for help)". (8) 


[Note—'Here, Hanuman is compared to Mt. Sumeru, and Ravana to Mt. Kajjal. The 
reason is that Ravana had a dark body like Mt. Kajjal, which means a mountain of 
black soot. On the other hand, Hanuman’s complexion was fair, resembling the 
mountain with a golden hue, i.e. Mt. Sumeru. 

Ravana has been likened to Mt. Kajjal earlier also, when Angad saw him for 
the first time—refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 4 that 
precedes Doha no. 19. 

Similarly, Hanuman was likened to Mt. Sumeru in the invocation at the 
beginning of Sundar Kand—refer: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Sanskrit verse 
line no. 9 that precedes the Chaupais before Doha no. 1. 


?No matter how hard Hanuman tried, yet he failed to vanquish Ravana. So at last he 
invoked the glory and blessings of Lord Ram, praying for help.] 
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sambhari $riraghubira dhira pacari kapi ravanu han'yo. 1. 

mahi parata puni uthi larata dévanha jugala kahum jaya jaya bhan'yo. 2. 
hanumanta sankata dekhi markata bhalu krodhatura cale. 3. 

rana matta ravana sakala subhata pracanda bhuja bala dalamale. 4. 


Remembrance of Lord Ram injected fresh courage and enthusiasm in Hanuman, who 
fought with renewed vigour and gallantry. He stood up and challenged Ravana once 
again, giving him a mighty blow that brought the demon king down. (Chanda line no. 
1) 
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As has been said already, it was an equal fight, with both the champion warriors 
dashing and felling each other repeatedly, with no one emerging a clear winner. The 
gods were amused at this sight, and they applauded them both for their strength, 
might, vigour and gallantry, calling out ‘hail and glory to you both’. (Chanda line no. 
2) 


Meanwhile, when the rest of the army of monkeys and bears saw that Hanuman was 
cornered and feeling weary, they immediately rushed forward angrily in order to help 
him. (Chanda line no. 3) 


Ravana, who was intoxicated with passion for war, grabbed hold of and squashed all 
the brave warriors with his strong arms'. (Chanda line no. 4) 


[Note—'We will recall that Kumbhakaran had done the same thing with the monkeys 
and bears when he stepped out into the battle-field—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, 
Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-3 that precede Doha no. 67. 

This is because both Ravana and Kumbhakaran, being brothers, had similar 
gigantic forms of their bodies and were similar in strength. ] 
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taba raghubira pacare dha'e kisa pracanda. 
kapi bala prabala dékhi tehim kinha pragata pasanda. 95. 


Then, cheered on by Lord Raghubir (Lord Ram)!, the fierce monkeys and bears 
dashed forward (to help Hanuman). 

When Ravana observed that the Kapis (monkeys; bears), who were charging at 
him, had formidable strength and force, he spread his Maya (i.e. his power to create 
illusions) so as to deflect the attack by diverting the attention of the attackers”. (Doha 
no. 95) 


[Note—'We have read herein above that when Hanuman was cornered by Ravana and 
felt exhausted, he had prayed to Lord Ram to help him—apropos: Chanda line no. 1 
that precedes this Doha no. 95. 

So this was Lord Ram’s response. The Lord urged his army to go and 
intervene on his behalf, and help Hanuman out of harm’s way. 


“Whenever Ravana himself felt cornered and outnumbered, he had spread his Maya, 
i.e. his magical powers to create illusions, to deflect the attack by the monkeys and 
bears—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Doha no. 88.] 
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antaradhana bhaya'u chana éka. puni pragate khala rupa aneka. 1. 
raghupati kataka bhalu kapi jete. jaham taham pragata dasanana tete. 2. 


The cunning fellow vanished from sight for some moments, and then reappeared by 
assuming many forms. (1) 


The imposter assumed as many forms as they were monkeys and bears in Lord Ram's 
army. [To wit, Ravana assumed so many forms that there was one Ravana facing each 
member of Lord Ram's army.]' (2) 


[Note— This sudden development mightily astonished the monkeys and bears out of 
their wits. Earlier there was one Ravana whom they fought, but now there were 
countless Ravanas. Each monkey and bear warrior would now have to fight and defeat 
a Ravana all by himself, which was, in itself, an extremely difficult and daunting 
prospect as compared to the earlier situation when they could use their combined 
might against one single enemy. Naturally therefore, the entire army was in a panicky 
state, and all its warriors lost all hopes of victory. Not only the monkeys and bears, 
but even the gods were confounded and taken aback, fearing now that vanquishing 
Ravana seemed a lost dream. We shall read about it in the verses that follow herein 
below. 

Ravana is an ‘imposter and a cunning fellow’ because he uses fouls means, 
tricks and delusions to overcome his opponent and fight a war deceitfully instead of 
using fair and transparent means as would behoove of a gallant knight and famed 
warrior worth his name and honour. 

But Ravana can be excused for it, for this was a ‘war’, it was a question of life 
and death for him, and during such dangerous and testing times, means fair or foul 
matter not, as long as the objective is achieved. ] 
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dēkhē kapinha amita dasasisa. jaham taham bhaje bhalu aru kisa. 3. 
bhage banara dharahim na dhira. trahi trahi lachimana raghubira. 4. 


When the monkeys and bears saw that there were countless ten-headed Ravanas 
(roaring and gesturing menacingly at them), they felt sore affright and panicky; they 
ran helter-skelter and scattered in all directions (to escape being caught and thrashed). 


(3) 


The monkeys (and bears) scampered away in terror, unable to gather courage to hold 
their ground and retaliate. Even as they fled, they cried out aloud: ‘have mercy upon 
us, Lord Ram and Laxman; save us from being slaughtered’ ' (4) 


[Note—'The sudden appearance of so many Ravana’s was literally like a bomb that 
exploded within the rank and file of the Lord’s army. Each monkey and bear saw that 
a Ravana was glaring at him with red eyes, stretched arms and loud yell, ready to grab 
him and squash him to pulp. The monkeys and bears therefore flew away like dry 
leaves that are scattered during a violent storm. ] 
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daham disi dhavahim kotinha ravana. garjahirn ghora kathora bhayavana. 5. 
dare sakala sura cale para’. jaya kai asa tajahu aba bha'l. 6. 

saba sura jite eka dasakandhara. aba bahu bha'e takahu giri kandara. 7. 
rahe biranci sambhu muni gyant. jinha jinha prabhu mahima kachu jani. 8. 


Countless Ravanas could be seen in all the ten directions!, running, roaring, looking 
frightening and fierce, gesticulating menacingly, and generally threatening the life out 
of one and all. (5) 


[Not only was the army of monkeys and bears in terror, but even the gods panicked.] 
The gods were so sore affright and alarmed that they too fled away in terror, 
lamenting thus: ‘Brothers, abandon all hopes of victory now. (6) 


One ten-shouldered Ravana (dasakandhara) was able to conquer all the gods?, but 
look now, there are countless numbers of him. It will be better for us to seek refuge in 
deep mountain caves to hide ourselves and escape him. (7) 


All but the creator Brahma, the concluder Lord Shiva, and illustrious sages and seers 
who were learned and enlightened about the glory and potentials of Lord Ram (i.e. 
those who knew the truth of Lord Ram as being the almighty Lord of the world), 
were able to maintain calm and remain where they were in their stations in the sky 
even as all other gods fled from the sight. (8) 


[Note—'The ten directions are north, north-east, east, south-east, south, south-west, 
west, north-west, zenith and nadir. The idea is that wherever one could see, he would 
perceive Ravana in that direction. 


?Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Doha no. 182 along with Chaupai line nos. 6- 
13 that precede it. 


?These two wise and learned senior gods, Brahma and Shiva, as well as sages and 
seers knew that Lord Ram was a manifestation of Lord Vishnu, the Supreme Lord of 
the world, and therefore that it is impossible for Ravana to prevail over Lord Ram in 
the final game, and that all this was a drama that the Lord wishes to play to give 
Ravana an ample opportunity to prove his mettle and test his abilities so that later on 
he would not regret that he did not try this or that trick, that he was not given an even 
playing field to defend his honour and title to fame. 

Lord Ram wished that the war should be fought like a war ought to be, where 
both sides win some and lose some, and not a one-sided game like the case when one 
combatant is overwhelmingly superior and domineering over the other, for in the 
latter case Ravana would claim that he was trounced and killed just because he was 
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fighting an uneven war with the almighty Lord God of creation against whom there 
was no question of winning, but for that he was invincible and unconquerable. 

Remember: Ravana had extracted a promise from this same creator Brahma 
that no one but a human being or monkeys would be able to kill him—apropos: Ram 
Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-5 that precede Doha no. 177. So it was 
obligatory for Lord Ram not to create a situation where it would appear that Ravana 
was killed by anyone but a human being, or that his demon warriors were defeated by 
anyone other than monkeys and bears. 

Hence, the Lord had to fight this war like wars are normally fought on earth. 
Had the Lord's hands not been tied and subjected to such injunctions, he could have 
eliminated the entire demon army in a single day of war.] 
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chanda. 


jana pratapa te rahe nirbhaya kapinha ripu mane phure. 1. 
cale bicali markata bhalu sakala krpala pahi bhayature. 2. 
hanumanta angada nila nala atibala larata rana bamkuré. 3. 
mardahim dasanana koti kotinha kapata bhū bhata ankuré. 4. 


To wit, those who were enlightened about the Truth and the Reality about Lord Ram 
and his glory, might and majesty (jana pratapa t6), remained fearlessly where there 
were (while others fled). 

The Kapis (monkeys), however, were overwhelmed by the delusory effects of 
Ravana’s powerful Maya so much so that they thought that the illusionary Ravanas 
that were seen all around them were real’. (Chanda line no. 1) 


All the monkeys and bears scampered away in fear, running helter-skelter in terror, 
crying out to Lord Ram for help and protection: *Oh merciful Lord, kindly protect 
us.” (Chanda line no. 2) 


Meanwhile, gallant warriors such as Hanuman, Angad, Neela and Nala, who were 
singularly valiant and exemplarily brave in the battle-field (rana bamikur&), held 
their ground and continued to fight with undaunted courage and resilience. 

[To wit, while the general mass of the troops ran away in fear, the above- 
named warriors, who were steadfast in the battle-field, held their ground and 
continued to engage Ravana without any fear.] (Chanda line no. 3) 


Though they continued to thrash and vanquish countless numbers of Ravanas 
relentlessly, yet all the while new forms of illusionary ten-headed monster continued 
to emerge from no where as if by magic (just like mushrooms sprout or flies spiral up 
from the wet ground during the rainy season)’. (Chanda line no. 4) 
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[Note—'To wit, Ravana’s magic had its charming effect on the monkey and bear 
warriors, for they thought that the countless images of Ravana which they saw on the 
battle-field all around them were real Ravanas, and not fake ones, not illusions. Come 
to think of it, even the gods, who are supposed to be more intelligent and better 
informed about anything as compared to other creatures in this world, also had fled in 
terror (refer: Chaupai line nos. 6-7 herein above), so there is no wonder if the poor 
Kapis could not see through the trick of Ravana, and believed it to be true. 

Now, who were those that remained there fearlessly, and not run away? The 
first were the wise gods and enlightened sages who were watching the war from the 
sky (refer: Chaupai line no. 8 herein above), and the others were Lord Ram’s close 
companions on the battle-field, such as Vibhishan, Sugriv, Jamvant, Angad, Hanuman 
etc. 


^We have already read in Chaupai line nos. 1-5 herein above that Ravana had 
assumed as many forms as there were monkey and bear warriors in the battle-field, 
facing each one of them individually, challenging and threatening each one of them, 
dashing at everyone menacingly from up close, gesturing at them wildly as if he 
would wring the life out of every single warrior. The Lord’s troops were taken in by 
complete surprise; they were dazed and shocked beyond measure. Facing one single 
Ravana with the combined might of the entire monkey and bear army arrayed against 
him was a different proposition as compared to the horrifying prospect of a one-on- 
one challenge between individual monkey and bear warrior who was pitted against the 
formidable might of the mighty Ravana. 


?There seemed to be no end to the numbers of Ravanas on the battle-field. Remember: 
Ravana had employed this trick after he found that most of his troops have either been 
killed or have run away—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Doha no. 88. 

Finding himself thus alone and surrounded by a mounting wave of ferocious 
monkeys and bears, he created a magical charm that produced countless Ravanas. He 
employed this trick to wear out his enemy, for sooner or later the opponent would be 
tired and exhausted fighting an illusive monster where he does not actually exist. 
Then, when Lord Ram’s troops would be fatigued out, Ravana planned to hit them 
hard and crush all of them with ease. ] 
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sura banara dékhé bikala hamisy6 kosaladhisa. 
Saji Saranga eka sara hate sakala dasasisa. 96. 


The Lord of Kaushal (*kosaladhisa"; Lord Ram, the Lord of Ayodhya) laughed in 
amusement when he saw that the monkeys as well as the gods were agitated and 
nervous’. 

He prepared his Sarang bow and shot one arrow which cut through the illusion 
created by the ten-headed Ravana, as a result of which all his fake images vanished 
from sight instantly. (Doha no. 96) 
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[Note—'What made Lord Ram laugh? Well, the Lord felt amused and thought to 
himself: “These gods are said to be powerful and all-knowing; but now look at 
them—they are running away in fear like ordinary mortals. Don’t they know that all 
these countless Ravanas are false? And look at these monkeys and bears; they also are 
supposed to be born out of genes of these gods, because the creator Brahma had 
advised them to come down to earth as monkey and bears to help me (apropos: Ram 
Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Doha no. 187—to Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha 
no. 188). Imagine, what help would they render me when they are now pleading with 
me to help them!” 

In the advanced stages of the epic war, Ravana unleashed his famed potentials 
of spreading terror and mayhem in his opponents, and uncorked the genie of his 
dreaded wrath upon them all, the monkey army on the ground as well as the gods who 
were witnessing the war and cheering the army of Lord Ram from their station in the 
sky. A fearful atmosphere of dread and horror spread in all the directions; Ravana 
employed his ability to create horrifying illusions to strike terror in the rank and file 
of his enemy by making it appear that there was not one but countless Ravanas who 
were full of wrath and vengeance running everywhere in the battle-field, all over the 
place, pouncing on the monkeys and bears on the ground, and chasing the gods in the 
sky, all simultaneously. This caused a massive stampede. 

When Lord Ram, the Lord of Kaushal, observed this alarming situation—that 
the monkeys on the ground and the gods in the sky were very agitated and panicky 
because of Ravana’s excessive aggressiveness and his use of tricks that created fearful 
illusions of countless Ravanas attacking them simultaneously from all the sides, 
spreading utter dread and terror in all directions—the Lord readied his Sarang bow 
and shot one arrow which at once cut-off the illusion of there being so many Ravanas 
attacking the monkeys and gods, providing instant relief to them all. 

To wit, Lord Ram invoked his cosmic form of Lord Vishnu and used his 
Sarang bow to shoot an arrow that removed this illusion (of numerous Ravanas 
attacking everyone from all sides instantaneously) with a snap. This dispelled the fear 
of everyone in an instant, as suddenly only one Ravana, the original demon king, was 
left on the battle-field, while all the illusionary Ravanas vanished from sight. This 
sudden change in the situation for good led both the monkey and bear warriors on the 
battle-field and the gods in heaven rejoice and celebrate. ] 
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caupat. 


prabhu chana mahum maya saba kati. jimi rabi u'em jahim tama phati. 1. 
ravanu eku dekhi sura harase. phire sumana bahu prabhu para barase. 2. 


The Lord (Sri Ram) cut through the illusions created by Ravana in an instant, just like 
the case when the darkness of the night is immediately got rid of as soon as the sun 
rises. (1) 


Seeing that there was one Ravana once again, all the gods felt exhilarated, and 
returning back (from their flight) they again showered flowers in abundance upon the 
Lord'. (2) 
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[Note—'In the context of the battle with Ravana, the gods had showered flowers upon 
Lord Ram in the beginning of the combat when the Lord had stepped out to engage 
the demon king. At that time however, it was a gesture to appreciate the Lord’s 
charming form as he finally stepped out to eliminate Ravana—apropos: Ram Charit 
Manas, Lanka Kand, Doha no. 86. 

And in the context of actually attaining some miraculous success in battle 
against a formidable demon, the occasion when the gods had showered flowers upon 
Lord Ram was the slaying of Kumbhakaran, the brother of Ravana—apropos: Ram 
Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chauapi line no. 9 that precedes Doha no. 71.] 
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bhuja utha'i raghupati kapi phere. phire eka ekanha taba tere. 3. 
prabhu balu pa'i bhalu kapi dha'e. tarala tamaki sanjuga mahi a'e. 4. 


Once the cause of fear was removed, i.e. after all illusionary forms of Ravana were 
eliminated and normalcy was restored on the ground, Lord Ram raised his arms and 
harked at all the monkeys and bears who had taken flight earlier, calling out to them 
to come back. Whoever first heard the Lord's call to return not only came back 
himself but called out to all others around him to follow suit, and in this way the good 
message was passed on from one to another down the rank and file of the fleeing 
warriors, and by-and-by everyone returned to where the Lord stood (waiting for their 
return). (3) 


Encouraged by Lord Ram and feeling blessed by his grace, the monkey and bear 
warriors were infused with renewed vigour and zeal; they once again dashed to the 
battle-field enthusiastically, jumping with excitement and anger stoked with a desire 
for vengeance. 

[To wit, these warriors lunged at Ravana wrathfully to exact retribution from 
him and punish him for causing them so much terror and misery.] (4) 
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astuti karata dévatanhi dékhérh. bhaya'um ēka mair inha ke lekhem. 5. 
sathahu sada tumha mora marayala. asa kahi kopi gagana para dhayala. 6. 


When Ravana observed that the gods were praying to Lord Ram (which he guessed 
they were surely doing while showering flowers upon Lord Ram, and there could be 
nothing else that they sought but to ask that the demon king be eliminated as soon as 
possible)', he became furious with anger and indignation. 

He bethought to himself: ‘These gods see (find) me all alone, and therefore 
they think that now it would be easy to vanquish me. [Woe to them, these cowardly 
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and selfish fellows. When they saw my countless forms, they had run like mad out of 
fear; but now when they find that I am all alone, they sheepishly returned to ask my 
enemy, Lord Ram, to do away with me as soon as possible. Look at their temerity; 
how durst they have the courage to shower flowers on my adversary right before my 
eyes? Wait ye all; now I shall teach the lot of you a good lesson that thou wilt never 
forget till doom overtakes the whole lot of you fellas.] (5) 


[Filled thus with excess of contempt and resentment, Ravana shrieked and lunged 
wildly at the gods:-] Oh you wicked and dumb-witted fellows (satha). You all had 
always been thrashed by me since time immemorial, all along the long passage of 
time till now, and how then durst thou show such intolerable insolence by praying to 
my enemy against me? [Brace thyselves now; I wilt show all of thee thine places in 
the larger scheme of things. Dost thee wot naught that I am the same Ravana who had 
sent the whole lot of thine race running helter-skelter for thine dear lives when I ran 
over heaven and ransacked it, not long ago? Hark ye cowards who art scared stiff to 
your bones by the mere sight of me; stand there whilst here comest the mighty and 
valorous Ravana to give thee thine due rewards. Dost thou wot what that reward 
wouldst be? Well, it shalt be one that none of thine race would ever forget till the time 
doom has the pleasure to overtake thee; and it shalt be the squeezing of thine necks 
and wringing the life out of thine crooked souls, ye wicked felas!]' 

Saying this, and with a countenance burning with furious vengeance, Ravana 
made a fierce dash for the gods who were standing in the sky (to wreak his wrathful 
might upon them). (6) 


[Note—' What made Ravana lose his cool and become so violent upon the gods, 
accusing them of praying to Lord Ram against him? Well, just a moment ago he had 
observed that they were showering flowers upon Lord Ram for eliminating the 
countless illusionary forms that Ravana had assumed, clearing the battle-field of all 
fictitious Ravanas and restoring normalcy—apropos: Chaupai line no. 2 herein above. 
Ravana's game-plan to instill terror in the rank and file of Lord Ram's army was thus 
check-mated, and this acted as a fuse that ignited his fury, which was further 
aggravated when he saw that his eternal enemies, the gods, were praising his 
adversary and honouring him by showering flowers. 

Ravana's self-respect and honour were hurt when he found that the same gods 
whom he had vanquished and made to bow before himself recently are now become 
emboldened enough to openly insult him by showering flowers on his enemy in the 
battle-field. This was sufficient a provocation for Ravana, and he railed and raged 
wildly against the gods, determined to punish them for their audacity to praise Lord 
Ram.] 
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hahakara karata sura bhage. khalahu jahu kahan morer age. 7. 
dekhi bikala sura angada dhayo. küdi carana gahi bhumi girayo. 8. 


Finding Ravana coming to them, all the gods let out a terrified cry of pity and began 
to run from the place as fast as they could. 
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But Ravana chased them in hot pursuit, yelling and thundering behind them: 
‘You rascals (khala); where do you think you will go away from me? How dare you 
insolent and irrelevant fellows run ahead of me?’ (7) 


When Angad observed that the gods were terrified and running helter-skelter in the 
sky, he ran forward to intervene; he made a great leap and caught hold of Ravana with 
his legs, pulling him down to the ground. (8) 
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chanda. 


gahi bhumi paryo lata maryo balisuta prabhu pahim gayo. 1. 
sambhari uthi dasakantha ghora kathora rava garjata bhayo. 2. 
kari dapa capa carha'i dasa sandhani sara bahu barasa’l. 3. 
ki'é sakala bhata ghayala bhayakula dékhi nija bala harasa’. 4. 


The son of Baali (“balisuta”; Angad) pulled down Ravana to the ground, and then 
kicked him viciously; after that, he returned to Lord Ram. (Chanda line no. 1) 


Ravana, meanwhile, recovered himself and got up; then he roared and thundered 
violently (as his ego and self-respect were hurt, coupled by his frustration and 
indignation that were enhanced by his repeatedly suffering defeats and being pushed 
back on the back foot, something to which Ravana was not accustomed, for he had 
always been the victor and conqueror, and not someone who would be compelled to 
bite the dust and get kicked around like an impotent and imbecile creature). (Chanda 
line no. 2) 


He (Ravana) angrily picked up and stringed all his ten bows (i.e. he raised his ten 
arms with one bow in each), and mounting fierce arrows on them he started raining a 
hail of sharp darts on the enemy forces (of Lord Ram). (Chanda line no. 3) 


This fierce volley of arrows wounded and made affright countless warriors (monkeys 
and bears), and this sight gave a lot of satisfaction to Ravana who felt happy at the 
show of his might and a brilliant display of the strength of his arms and skills at 
archery. (Chanda line no. 4) 
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taba raghupati ravana ké sisa bhuja sara capa. 
kate bahuta barhe puni jimi tiratha kara papa. 97. 


Then Lord Raghupati (1.e. Lord Ram) cut off Ravana's twenty arms along with the ten 
bows and countless arrows that they held’. 


But what a wonder it was that no sooner were the arms chopped off, newer ones 
immediately sprung up in their places’, just like sins and evil deeds done in a holy 
place, such as a religious site, produce multiple negative effects that rebound and have 
a multiplying domino effect upon the doer of such deeds’. (Doha no. 97) 


[Note—'Ravana held ten bows in each of his ten arms of one side of his body, and in 
the other ten arms of the corresponding opposite side he held countless arrows which 
he mounted and shot from the bows in quick succession. 


^We have read earlier too that the more Lord Ram cut off the heads and arms of 
Ravana, the more they grew on his body—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, 
Doha no. 92 along with Chaupai line nos. 10-14 that precede it. 


*If a person commits some evil and sinful deed at a holy place then its negative result 
is manifold times more and greater than what it would have been at other places. One 
wrong deed pushes the doer of this deed in a vortex of sins, whereupon he continues 
to do more and more sinful deeds without realizing what he is doing, the gravity of his 
actions, and the mounting negative consequences of his mischief that keep on 
multiplying and adding weight to the bundle of punishments that would one day fall 
heavy upon his head with a deadly thud, crushing him underneath. 

The idea here is that one should be extremely careful how he lives his life and 
what he does in a holy place, and be careful not to do any unrighteous thing which 
would defile the sanctity of the place and demean the purity of his own soul—because 
any reckless deed is unpardonable in a religious environment as it goes against the 
holiness and purity of the place.] 
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sira bhuja badhi dekhi ripu kerr. bhalu kapinha risa bha'i ghaneri. 1. 
marata na mürha katehum bhuja sisa. dha'e kopi bhalu bhata kisa. 2. 


When the monkeys and bears discovered that the more heads and arms of the enemy 
(Ravana) were being cut, the more they grew back with rapidity, all of them were 
furious with exasperation. (1) 


‘This rascal will not die by merely getting his heads and arms cut", saying this to 
each other, the angry monkey and bear warriors rushed with a vengeance towards 
Ravana. (2) 
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[Note—'Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 10 that precedes 
Doha no. 92—to Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 93.] 
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balitanaya maruti nala nila. banararaja dubida balasila. 3. 
bitapa mahidhara karahim prahara. so'i giri taru gahi kapinha so mara. 4. 


The son of Baali (Angad), the son of the Wind God (Hanuman), Nala, Neela, the king 
of the monkeys (Sugriv), Dwivid—all of whom were very brave, courageous, 
valorous and gallant, --- (3) 


--- began hitting Ravana with huge trees and mountain-like rocks and boulders. 
Ravana, meanwhile, grabbed these same trees and rocks, using them to strike back at 
his attackers with equal force. (4) 
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eka nakhanhi ripu bapusa bidari. bhagi calahirn eka latanha mari. 5. 
taba nala nila siranhi cadhi gaya'ü. nakhanhi lilara bidarata bhaya'u. 6. 


Some of the attacking warriors (i.e. the monkeys) cut deep gashes on Ravana's body 
with their sharp pointed nails, while others kicked him viciously before they ran 
away. (5) 


Then Nala and Neela leapt over Ravana's heads and began tearing at his foreheads 
(with their nails and teeth). (6) 
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rudhira dékhi bisada ura bhari. tinhahi dharana kahum bhuja pasari. 7. 
gahe na jahim karanhi para phirahirn. janu juga madhupa kamala bana 
carahim. 8. 


When Ravana took notice that blood was flowing down his heads and body (as a 
result of deep wounds made by the monkey warriors), he was aghast and terribly 
furious. He extended his hands to catch hold of the miscreants. (7) 


They (Nala and Neela) moved around on his huge arms as if two bees were moving 
around fearlessly amongst a cluster of lotus flowers, as a result of which Ravana 
could not catch any of them’. (8) 
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[Note—'Ravana stretched his hands towards his heads and parts of his body from 
which blood was flowing out, and which hurt him the most; but he could not find 
anyone where he was searching for them because the clever monkeys had by this time 
climbed on the back of his hands. Ravana grappled and groped here and there all over 
his body in order to catch hold of his tormentors, but to his utter dismay he could not 
lay his fingers on any of the attackers, because they weren’t there where he searched 
for them, but were perched on his arms themselves, clinging to the hairs or the skin of 
his forearms where he least expected them to be.] 
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kopi küdi dvau dharesi bahori. mahi patakata bhaje bhuja marori. 9. 
puni sakopa dasa dhanu kara linhé. saranhi mari ghayala kapi kinhe. 10. 


Meanwhile, the two monkeys (Nala and Neela) were jumping merrily on his arms, 
which made Ravana aware of their whereabouts; he grabbed them instantly, but even 
as he prepared to dash them on the ground they twisted and turned his arms in order to 
wriggle out and free themselves from his grip, and succeeding in it, they ran away. (9) 


Highly enraged and utterly embarrassed, Ravana once again lifted all his ten bows in 
his arms and shot a fresh volley of sharp arrows at the monkeys', wounding them. 
(10) 


[Note—'This is the third time that Ravana has used all his ten bows at the same time 
to shower arrows at his enemy. The other two occasions were as follows: Ram Charit 
Manas, Lanka Kand, (i) Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 92; and (ii) 
Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 93.] 
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hanumadadi muruchita kari bandara. pa'i pradosa harasa dasakandhara. 11. 
muruchita dekhi sakala kapi bira. jamavanta dhaya'u ranadhira. 12. 


Having felled unconscious Hanuman and many other valiant monkeys, Ravana felt 
exhilarated and satisfied at his success, feeling relieved when he observed that it was 
the end of the day and eventide when the war was to be paused till the dawn of the 
next day’. (11) 


When Jamvant, the chief of the bear warriors who was very valiant and steady in the 
battle-field (ranadhira), observed that Hanuman and virtually all other brave monkey 
warriors lay wounded and unconscious on the ground, he decided that it was his time 
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to take an initiative and proactively participate in the ongoing battle; so therefore he 
dashed forward to intervene’. (12) 


[Note—'Those were the days when strict rules and regulations were followed even 
during wars and engaging the enemy on the battle-field. One such rule was that as 
soon as the sun sets, all activity in the war must pause. The two sides withdrew to 
their respective camps, the wounded were taken back for healing as best could be 
arranged during such times, and all hostilities ceased till the sun appeared the next 
day. There are clear instances when this age-old tradition was observed in the War of 
Lanka—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, (i) Chaupai line no. 4 that 
precedes Doha no. 55; (ii) Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 72. 

Therefore, when Ravana observed that it was eventide and the time for ending 
the day’s actions, he felt mightily relieved for a variety of reasons. For one, he would 
now have time to recuperate from his own wounds, take stock of the situation, and 
devise his next strategy, and two, even if the unwounded monkey and bear warriors, 
who were standing as reserve troops, did wish to launch a fresh wave of attacks on 
him, they would be restraint from doing it as it was sunset and the battle for the day 
was to come to an end. Not even Lord Ram or Laxman would strike him during these 
hours as he was dead sure that the two brothers, renowned for their righteousness and 
probity, would never ever take any reckless action that would undermine their noble 
lineage and fame, for breaking established traditions and laws of warfare was sure to 
give them a very bad name, which they would not welcome. 

To wit, the sight of evening coming on was a great respite for Ravana as he 
was already so battered and frustrated by the continuous hammering to which he was 
subjected by the mighty warriors of Lord Ram’s army that he was looking for a 
window to manage an honourable escape from the battle-field, even for a short time. 

He was happy that when he returns to the fort, at least he could boast that he 
had left all his enemies lying wounded and unconscious on the ground as a severe 
retribution on them for making him return unconscious on his chariot at the end of the 
last day's battle—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chanda line nos. 1-3 that 
precede Doha no. 84. 

Hence, today’s victory was a saving grace for Ravana, and this thought made 
him feel glad and satisfied. 


^Jamvant was old in age; he was a senior member of Lord Ram's advisory team. He 
had generally remained in the background like Vibhishan, the prince of Lanka and 
brother of Ravana who had joined Lord Ram, and Sugriv, the monkey king. Lord 
Ram had himself wished that these three chief commanders remain by his side and 
desist from active engagement in the war, as it was prudent and crucial to not only 
keep them out of harm's way but also to ensure that they would monitor the ground 
situation and give relevant orders to the troops. (Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka 
Kand, Chaupai line no. 10 that precedes Doha no. 75. 

But when the occasion came, Jamvant proved himself and his mettle by 
actively participating in battle and trouncing his enemy; one such time was when the 
mighty Meghanad had trapped Lord Ram in a snare of serpents. (Refer: Ram Charit 
Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 4-9 that precede Doha no. 74.}] 
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He (Jamvant) was accompanied by his valiant bear warriors who began pounding 
Ravana with trees and huge mountain-like rocks, repeatedly challenging him and 
dashing him viciously. (13) 


Ravana was furious with rage; he began grabbing the bear warriors by their legs and 
smashing them violently to the ground. (14) 


When the king of the bears (“bhalupati”; Jamvant) saw that his troops were being 
wounded and thrashed, he became wrathful, and furiously kicked Ravana in his 
chest’. (15) 


[Note— This was the rare occasion when only the bears were the attacking Ravana. 
At other times they had accompanied their monkey friends, but now since all of them 
were wounded, they led the assault themselves.] 
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No sooner did the powerful kick land on his chest with a mighty thrust, then Ravana 
swooned and fell down on the ground. (Chanda line no. 1) 


With countless bears caught up in his twenty fists as he fell down, it appeared that 
numerous bees were caught within the petals of the lotus flower as night fell’, 
(Chanda line no. 2) 


When the bear chief saw that Ravana was unconscious, he gave the latter another 
fierce blow with his legs’, after which he (Jamvant) went back to Lord Ram. (Chanda 
line no. 3) 


Observing that it was nightfall, Ravana’s charioteer put him back on the chariot, 
trying to revive him back to his senses. (Chanda line no. 4) 
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[Note—'In this metaphor, the bears are like the ‘bees’, and the clenched fists of 
Ravana are like the ‘closed petals of the lotus flowers’. The bees alight on the petals 
of the lotus flower during evening time, before the flower closes at nightfall, and then 
get caught inside it till the flower opens its petals again the next day with the advent 
of the sunlight. 

Ravana grabbed as many bears as he could even as he fell down on the 
ground, clenching them in his closed fists. 


?The trapped bears would be released when Ravana loses his senses completely upon 
being kicked violently by Jamvant once again as narrated in Chanda line no. 3 here, 
because the jerk would be so fierce that whatever traces of senses that still remained 
in Ravana after the first kick by Jamvant would finally give away, loosening his grip 
over the bears, and enabling them to wriggle out and scamper to safety. 

Why did Jamvant kick Ravana twice? The answer is this: Jamvant observed 
that after Ravana fell down with his first kick, he had some senses still left in him as 
proved by the fact that he could maintain a firm grip on the bears he had already 
clenched in his fists. So in order to finish the task, to ensure that Ravana did not gain 
consciousness soon, and devise a device so the bear soldiers clenched in his fists 
could be freed, Jamvant decided to give Ravana another fierce blow which would 
completely knock out the demon king, which in turn would help to ease the grip on 
the bears who would then find it easy to somehow get out of his fingers and escape to 
safety. ] 
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When, by-and-by, the monkeys and bears finally recovered their senses once again, 
they came back to Lord Ram’, 

On the other side, meanwhile, when Ravana was brought back to Lanka by his 
charioteer, the demons surrounded him; they were all horrified and mortified with fear 
when they observed that the situation was extremely alarming (because Ravana was 
still unconscious)?. (Doha no. 98) 


[Note—'This was the end of the 7" day of the war; both the armies withdrew to their 
respective camps for the day. On this side, Lord Ram, his brother Laxman, and the 
Lord's chief advisors such as Vibhishan, Jamvant and Sugriv, surveyed their army to 
take stock of the situation and consult each other to devise the strategy for the next 
day's battle. The tide of the war was turning in their favour, for though they had 
suffered some sort of setback because Ravana had succeeded in thrashing and making 
unconscious some of their best warriors such as Hanuman, Angad, Dwivid, Nala and 
Neela, but they had not only regained their senses quickly but their enthusiasm was 
also on a high. Some injuries and casualties in a war of such magnitude were 
acceptable; and so the situation was not alarming. 
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On the whole, by this time, the morale and the spirit of the demon army had 
taken a severe beating; their enthusiasm and the will to fight were already at their 
lowest since the advent of the demon race, and whatever was still there was ebbing 
away rapidly. From all indications it appeared that the end of the demons, and their 
complete capitulation and decimation was not far away. 


*On the other side in Lanka, the demons surrounded Ravana; all were in a grave and 
sombre mood, the reason being that their king was still unconscious when he was 
brought back by his charioteer, for we shall soon read that it was only around 
midnight that Ravana had regained his senses—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka 
Kand, Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 100. 

The prospects for the demon army, therefore, were gloomy and foreboding. 
Thus, a thick pall of dejection and depression prevailed over Lanka at the end of the 
7" day of the war.] 
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That night (i.e. the intervening night of the 7^ and the 8" day of the war, and also the 
last night before the war ended and Ravana was killed in battle) Trijata went to Sita 
and informed her about all the developments (till the previous evening)’. (1) 


When Sita heard how Ravana's heads and arms continued to grow endlessly inspite of 
Lord Ram repeatedly severing them, she was very distressed in her heart". (2) 


[Note—'Trijata was an old demoness appointed by Ravana to look after Sita in the 
garden where she was confined—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai 
line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 11—to Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 
12. 

Ravana, though decried and derided as being a savage monster, was, truly 
speaking, not what he has been cruelly depicted to be, for he was very careful in 
selecting this aged demoness named Trijata to guard Sita because he was in the know 
that she, like his own brother Vibhishan, was a devotee of Lord Ram, the 
manifestation of the Supreme Lord of the world, and therefore she would also be 
sympathetic to Sita. By appointing her to take care of Sita, instead of any other demon 
or demoness to guard her, Ravana effectively ensured that Sita would be in good and 
favourable company of someone who would be her friend and comforter during the 
testing time she would have to spend in his captivity. Trijata’s presence would also 
ensure that no member of the demon race would ever have the courage to torment Sita 
as there was always the fear of Trijata reporting the matter to Ravana, which, if 
happened, would surely bring death to the individual who causes this nuisance. 

We read that in practice it so transpired that in due course of time Trijata 
became Sita’s close friend and confidante; Sita used to confide with her about all her 
worries, miseries and pains, even treating Trijata as she would treat her own mother 
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(apropos: Chaupai line no. 4 herein below), and on her part Trijata always encouraged 
Sita to have patience and keep her hope of deliverance alive, because when the proper 
time comes all her miseries would come to an end, but for that good day to dawn 
when she would enjoy the light of freedom and happiness once again, it was 
necessary for her to keep herself and her hopes alive by having patience, as well as 
keep saying her prayers with faith and devotion, for it is rightly said that prayers that 
are said sincerely and from the deep recesses of the heart never go unheeded. 

Trijata would keep Sita updated about the progress of the war. During this 
night, as usual, she told Sita about the developments of the previous day—that Lord 
Ram had cut-off Ravana’s heads and arms multiple numbers of times, but yet the 
demon king survived. This filled Sita with gloom and distress, as she thought in 
despondency that it seems well neigh impossible that her tormentor Ravana would 
ever die during the war, and that she would ever be freed from her miseries. This 
dilemma of Sita is clear in the verses that follow herein below, as is the way how 
Trijata comforts her and encourages her to keep her hopes alive. 

In the present verses we read the conversation between Trijata and Sita that took place 
during the night which proceeded the last day of the war when Ravana was finally 
killed. 


*Sita was overcome with despondency and gloom at the prospect of Lord Ram not 
being able to eliminate her tormentor as was apparent by Ravana managing to survive 
even though his arms and heads were chopped off so many times. It was an unusual 
thing to happen, for under normal conditions if an individual’s head is cut-off then he 
must surely die. Sita was confounded and perplexed; she could not visualize how, 
after all, Ravana would actually be killed when such conventional means have failed. | 
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Sita's face became dark with gloom, and immense worries sprouted inside her heart. 
Filled with despondency and hopelessness, she said to Trijata, --- (3) 


‘Oh Mother (mata)! Say, what shall happen now; how will this fellow, who is a 
tormentor of the world (bisva dukhadata), die? (4) 
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jéhim krta kapata kanaka mrga jhütha. ajahurri so daiva mohi para rütha. 7. 
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He does not die even when Lord Raghupati (“raghupati”; the Lord of Raghus; the 
Lord of Ayodhya; Lord Ram) has chopped-off his heads several times! It's 
unbelievable and stunning. The Creator seems to be opposed to me for he is doing 
everything that is odd and goes against me and my interests. (5) 


Verily it seems that my misfortune and doomed fate is responsible to keep him 
(Ravana) alive, so that the misery and grief that has been my lot after being separated 
from Lord Hari’s (ie. Lord Ram's) lotus-like feet would continue unabated, 
unhindered and unchecked. (6) 


That misfortune of mine had joined hands with an antagonized Creator to devise a 
device whereby I was misled to be attracted by a fictitious deer with a golden hide 
that formed the background of my separation from Lord Ram, and the chain of 
miseries and pains that followed in its wake'—verily indeed it looks that they are yet 
not satisfied by my sufferings, and they continue to frown at me maliciously. (7) 


There is no doubt that it is the same malicious Creator who had made me use harsh 
words for Laxman’, who now undertakes to make me suffer endlessly in pain and 
agony, with no end in sight. (8) 


[Note— This incident is narrated in detail in Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, 
Chaupai line nos. 1-5 that precede Doha no. 27; and Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes 
Doha no. 28—to Doha no. 29. 


?Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 2-6 that precede Doha no. 
28; and Chaupai line nos. 1-4 that precede Doha no. 30.] 
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The God of Love, known as Kaamdeo, has been deriving sadistic pleasure from my 
sufferings as he repeatedly aims and shoots his arrows at me, arrows that are tipped 
with the poison of grief and pain attending separation from Lord Raghupati (Lord 
Ram). (9) 


In this miserable situation, surely it is the Creator, who is already opposed to me, that 
keeps me alive inspite of my horrifying grief, torment and misery, and definitely it is 
no one else." (10) 


[Note—'To wit, I am certain that it is this malicious Creator who is keeping me alive, 
and would not allow me to die inspite of the intolerable pains and miseries that I am 
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subjected to by being hit by the arrows of this cruel Kaamdeo. It is so obvious that 
one becomes helpless against the will of the Creator, and is forced to surrender before 
the will of the Creator even against one’s own free will. ] 
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In this way, Sita (“janak?”; the daughter of king Janak) lamented and grieved in many 
ways as she remembered her dear Lord Ram who was an embodiment of grace, 
mercy, compassion and kindness (krpanidhana). [To wit, the more she remembered 
Lord Ram, the greater was her misery.] (11) 


[Trijata comforted her by telling how Lord Ram would finally kill her tormentor 
Ravana and rescue her.] 


Trijata said to Sita: ‘Oh Princess (rajakumari), listen! The tormentor of gods (i.e. 
Ravana) would die when an arrow would pierce his heart. 

[To wit, there is no way he can be killed by cutting-off his heads or arms, 
because he has a boon granted to him by Brahma and Shiva that he would not be short 
of heads and arms, no matter how many of them are severed from his body. As a 
result he continues to survive, though Lord Ram has repeatedly chopped them off.] 
(12) 


[Now, Trijata gives the reason why Lord Ram has not aimed an arrow directly straight 
at Ravana's heart to get rid of him.] 


The Lord (Sri Ram) has not slayed him (Ravana) by striking directly at his heart 
because he knows that Vaidehi (Sita) lives inside his heart. (13) 


[Note— This is a very interesting observation. On the surface we find that Sita wishes 
Ravana's death and holds him responsible for all her miseries as is clear from the 
foregoing verses, and Ravana too treats her with apparent contempt, even going to the 
extent of asking his guards to keep troubling her so that she surrenders to his wishes. 
{Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha 
no. 9—to Doha no. 10.) 

But at the same time it must not be forgotten that he had kidnapped Sita with 
the intention of using this means to compel Lord Ram, about whom he was certain 
that he was not a human being as he appears to be, but the Supreme Being himself in 
his form, to visit Lanka and give freedom to the soul of all sinful demons by killing 
them, for otherwise their deliverance seemed impossible. {Apropos: (i) Ram Charit 
Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-5 that precede Doha no. 23; and (ii) 
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Adhyatma Ramayan, Aranya Kand, Canto 5, verse nos. 58-61; and Canto 6, verse 
nos. 30-32.} 

To wit, Ravana was very clear in his mind that Lord Ram was no one else but 
the Supreme Being himself, and he had abducted Sita with a clear objective of 
attaining deliverance and emancipation for himself. 

If he had any doubt in this regard, his queen Mandodari removed it when she 
pleaded with him to surrender before the Lord, telling him in clear terms that the Lord 
is a personified form of the Supreme Being. {Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka 
Kand, (1) Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 14—to Doha no. 15.} 

A question arises that if it was true that Ravana was aware that Lord Ram was 
the Supreme Lord God of the world, and that Sita was the Lord’s cosmic Shakti, 
known as the Mother Goddess, then why did he still fight the bloody war and get 
himself as well as all other demons killed? 

It is because he knew that the members of his demon race had become so 
sinful that the only way for their souls to find peace was to get rid of the demon body, 
and it was not an easy task at it appears to be—because even the god of death, known 
as Kaal, was so scared stiff of Ravana that he would not dare to touch any of the 
demons out of fear of incurring Ravana’s wrath. And Ravana, out of ego and self- 
pride, as well as to save his face and reputation, would not afford to allow Kaal to 
carry out his normal duties of making the demons die in accordance to the laws of 
creation where all those who are born must die too, thereby creating a piquant 
situation that unless some other means could be found to make the demons die, they 
would continue to live perpetually, which in turn would mean that their individual 
souls would never find deliverance and peace ever. 

So therefore, when Ravana decided that the chance for deliverance has finally 
arrived, he would not listen to any other thing and to no body; he wouldn’t budge 
from his decision, though this made him look stubborn and haughty. To do justice to 
him, this surely goes to his credit that inspite of facing all sorts of ignominy, ridicule 
and scorn, he still held to his belief and succeeded in attaining liberation and 
deliverance not only for his own self but for the rest of his clan and the demon race. 

And why is it said that “Sita lived in Ravana’s heart"? It implies that he had 

enshrined her inside the sanctum of his heart-like temple as its revered deity, because 
he was certain that it was she who would prove to be the deliverer of his race, for it 
was for her that Lord Ram would be compelled to come to his very doorstep in Lanka 
to grant him and all his companions deliverance right where they lived, and they 
would be spared the trouble of going elsewhere in search of this spiritual bonanza. 
It ought to be noted that Ravana had kept Sita in the garden known as Ashok Van 
with due respect that one would give to one’s mother, and he took proper care that she 
is treated and protected like a mother would be—this fact is expressly stated in 
Adhyatma Ramayan, Aranya Kand, Canto 7, verse no. 65. 

With this background and understanding, it is impossible to even think or 
imagine that Ravana had any real malefic or pervert intentions regarding Sita, though 
of course he pretended outwardly to behave that way, but that was only to conceal his 
true objective of bringing Sita to Lanka to force Lord Ram to come there and grant the 
whole of the demon race with the benefit of a liberation, deliverance, emancipation 
and salvation right at its doorstep, for otherwise Lord Ram would have found it very 
difficult to find an excuse to kill the sinful demons en-masse, and with this purported 
‘killing’ the Lord would be actually freeing their souls from the cage symbolized by 
the sinful body of a demon, a body that was so hardened and thickened with layers 
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and layers of accumulated sins encasing it that the soul would have remained trapped 
inside forever, being unable to escape on its own. 

Trijata perhaps had one other objective of telling Sita that “Lord Ram is not 
shooting an arrow at the heart of Ravana because the Lord knows that Sita resides 
there". Well, what could it be? Trijata wished to subtly hint to Sita that she must know 
the secret about Ravana, that after all he is not as cruel towards her as she thinks him 
to be; and therefore she ought not to curse him so vehemently as she is inclined to do 
at present. 

What could have been Sita's reaction to this disclosure by Trijata? For one, 
she must have frowned, as she could not come to terms with the notion that someone 
who had caused her so much grief and pain would actually admire her. Secondly, she 
loved only Lord Ram, and this love sprouted from the first day she saw him in the 
garden at Janakpur, her father's place”; on the other hand she had despised Ravana 
from the moment she first saw him and came to know who is was at the time when he 
had gone to abduct her”. With what Trijata said it may be true that Ravana loved Sita, 
but it does not necessarily mean that his views were endorsed and accepted by her, or 
that she ever condoned his overtures even a wee whit. {Refer: Ram Charit Manas, 
‘Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 232—to Doha no. 236; 
“Aranya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 12-16 that precede Doha no. 28; and Sundar Kand, 
Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 9—to Doha no. 10.} 

Of course one can safely conclude that when Sita heard what Trijata had to tell 
her about what Ravana thought of her, she must have blushed and felt highly 
embarrassed. But that was all; she became very angry, and her annoyance was stoked 
further when she recollected the sort of ill treatment she was being subjected to by 
Ravana ever since he had brought her to Lanka, and the way he is trying his best to 
defeat her beloved husband Lord Ram in the war so that he could keep her forever 
against her wishes. This thought filled her heart with repugnance and hate for 
Ravana.] 


Wo. Wed ea oa ah Fret SX WU STU Ed 2 
HE Sal TT Bh CUT AT Ta HT ATT E d 3 UI 
Pt oer are farre aa arfe afia uhr fastet ceri 3 à 
ara ane Ry ule fate qate daft ass viera Wer t v t 


chanda. 


ehi ke hrdayam basa janaki janaki ura mama basa hai. 1. 
mama udara bhu'ana aneka lagata bana saba kara nasa hai. 2. 
suni bacana harasa bisada mana ati dekhi puni trijatam kaha. 3. 
aba marihi ripu ehi bidhi sunahi sundari tajahi sansaya maha. 4. 


Trijata told Sita: “The Lord (Sri Ram) realizes that Janki (Sita) resides in his 
(Ravana's) heart, and also that the Lord himself lives in the heart of Janki. 

[To wit, Lord Ram knows that Sita lives inside the heart of Ravana as he is 
always thinking of her, while the Lord himself lives in her heart as she is always 
thinking of him.] (Chanda line no. 1) 
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Lord Ram also knows that the whole universe, consisting of countless worlds, resides 
inside his own self (because the entire creation is said to exist within the cosmic body 
of Brahm, the Supreme Being; there is nothing beyond Brahm). 

So therefore, if the Lord shoots an arrow at Ravana’s heart, then the 
consequences would be disastrous for the whole creation—for then everything would 
be destroyed in a fraction of a moment." (Chanda line no. 2) 


Hearing these solemn words of Trijata, Sita was overcome with sadness and 
despondency (as she lost all hopes that any means could be devised for eliminating 
her tormentor). 

When Trijata observed Sita’s state of mind of abject despair and dejection, she 
comforted her by proposing a method which Lord Ram might employ to get rid of 
Ravana. So, Trijata said once again to assuage Sita’s anxieties and discomfort: --- 
(Chanda line no. 3) 


‘Oh charming lady (Sundari)! Don’t be so sad, hopeless and despondent; stop 
doubting and becoming so much perplexed about how Ravana would be eliminated. 
Listen to me; I shall tell you now how Lord Ram would ultimately kill his enemy 
(aba marihi ripu ehi bidhi sunahi). (Chanda line no. 4) 


[Note—'Put simply it means that if Lord Ram shoots an arrow at Ravana’s heart in 
order to kill him, then it would mean a catastrophic development for the whole 
creation; everything would be ruined. The arrow will make no distinction between the 
good and the bad; it would wot naught whom to spare and whom to kill. It would first 
kill Sita, and then pierce deeper to kill Lord Ram, and the result would be the slaying 
of the entire creation that the Supreme Being cradles in his bosom, a creation that he 
had himself so lovingly created, nourished and protected. The whole purpose of the 
Supreme Being taking the trouble of coming down in the form of Lord Ram, which 
was to eliminate the cruelty perpetrated by the demons so as to afford freedom from 
fear and restoration of happiness for the rest of his creation, would be defeated— 
because the Lord’s arrow would kill one and all without distinction; the demons 
would be eliminated alright, but along with them the rest of the creation would also be 
eliminated, which the Lord surely does not intend to do. ] 
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When Ravana would become extremely bewildered, confused and disoriented at the 
time when Lord Ram would swiftly go on severing his heads with great rapidity, one 
after another in quick succession, he (Ravana) would feel so distracted and disturbed 
that for certain moments he would forget about you (i.e. he would cease to remember 
you as he would be more concerned about his own safety)—it would be then, during 
those crucial moments of his mental confusion and disorientation, that Lord Ram 
would hit him in his heart with a powerful arrow (to kill him)’. (Doha no. 99) 
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[Note—'This was Trijata’s prediction concerning Ravana’s death in order to comfort 
Sita and somehow sooth her. Did it actually happen as she had foretold? No, not at 
least according to Ram Charit Manas—for we shall read shortly that Lord Ram had 
shot 31 arrows at Ravana during the last moments of the war, out of which 20 arrows 
cut-off Ravana’s twenty arms, 10 arrows severed his ten heads, and the last arrow, the 
31°, struck at Ravana’s navel and dried up the nectar of life that was stored there. This 
killed the demon king. Not a single arrow was aimed by Lord Ram at Ravana’s heart. 
{Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Doha no. 102 along with Chaupai line no. 4 
that follows it.} 

Since Lord Ram had not shot even a single arrow at Ravana’s heart, Trijata’s 
words—that Lord Ram desists from shooting at Ravana’s heart because Sita lives 
there, and she would be gravely injured if the arrow was aimed at Ravana’s heart—is 
upheld to be true. But the real reason as to why Lord Ram did not aim his arrow at 
Ravana’s heart is quite different. So, what is it? 

The answer is that Ravana's pure conscious ‘self’, known as the ‘soul’ or the 
‘Atma’ that is eternally pure, holy and divine, lived in his heart, and the arrow would 
have killed that soul. Lord Ram’s intention was to free the soul, to grant it liberation 
from the trap of a sinful demon body, and not to harm or kill it. The merciful and kind 
Lord wished to give deliverance to Ravana’s soul instead of condemning it to suffer in 
hell. Hence, the Lord would not aim his arrow at Ravan’a heart where his soul lived, 
and he contrived an alternative method to get rid of Ravana’s sinful demonic body 
that trapped his holy soul inside, so that two problems could be solved 
simultaneously: one was to get rid of the sinful and evil body of a demon, and the 
other was to liberate the holy soul unharmed from the trap of this evil body. 
Therefore, the Lord devised a method of accomplishing both the objectives at one go, 
and it was to first severe Ravana's heads and arms, and then hit him in his navel in 
order to kill the demonic body, but spare his heart in order to protect his soul from any 
injury. 

But was Trijata completely wrong in saying that Lord Ram would finally 
shoot an arrow at Ravana's heart to bring about his end? The strange thing is this: 
Trijata was not entirely wrong, though of course she appears to be so if we focus our 
reading only to Ram Charit Manas; for in another version of this marvellously 
wondrous Story of the Ramayan, that of the illustrious sage Veda Vyas' epic 
‘Adhyatma Ramayan’, we learn that Lord Ram had indeed shot an arrow at Ravana’s 
heart on the advice of Matli, the charioteer of Lord Ram's chariot that was sent by the 
gods to help in the battle against Ravana—apropos: Adhyatma Ramayan, 
Lanka/Y udha Kand, Canto 11, verse nos. 61-72. 

So, how do we reconcile these two seemingly contradictory versions? Clearly 
it means that Lord Ram had shot arrows simultaneously at Ravana’s ‘navel’ as well as 
his *heart' to ensure his death. They were done almost at the same time, so fast, so 
swiftly and in quick succession, that the two chroniclers of this legendary history— 
one being Veda Vyas who documented the progress of the war in his classic 
Adhyatma Ramayan, and the other being Goswami Tulsidas who narrated the same 
story in his classic Ram Charit Manas—pointed out the way Ravana was killed 
according to where his attention was focussed at that instant when Ravana was 
actually killed. Obviously, Veda Vyas's eyes and mind were focused on Ravana's 
heart, so he attributed his death to Lord Ram's arrow rupturing his heart, while that of 
Tulsidas were focused on his navel, which made him document that Ravana was 
slayed because Lord Ram's arrow hit him in the navel. 
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We can therefore safely say that both these two classics, viz. Ram Charit 
Manas of Goswami Tulsidas, and Adhyatma Ramayan of sage Veda Vyas, must be 
read together to get a comprehensive picture of what may have actually transpired at 
that period of time long-long ago, for we discover that there seems to be some sort of 
subtle form of synergy between the two narratives, inasmuch as they compliment each 
other to fill in the dotted lines. 

We conclude that though these two versions may give an impression of 
contradiction—such as in the present instance, because whereas in Adhyatma 
Ramayan it is said that Ravana was killed when Lord Ram hit him in his heart (Lanka 
Kand, Canto 11, verse no. 71), while Ram Charit Manas says he was killed by an 
arrow shot at his navel (Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 
103)—but on close examination it seems that both the things may have happened 
simultaneously: to wit, Lord Ram must have shot arrows aimed at Ravana's heart as 
well as his navel to ensure that all precautions are taken to make sure that Ravana is 
certainly slayed, for the Lord did not want to take any further risk of playing games 
with him as time was running out, and already all other methods had miserably failed 
to the demon's life.] 
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Trijata used many such words (as narrated in the previous set of verses) to try her best 
to comfort Sita, encouraging her to have patience and faith; thereafter, she went home. 


(1) 


Meanwhile, Sita's grief and the agony of separation from her beloved Lord Ram 
increased manifold times as she remembered the kind and gracious nature of the 
Lord'. (2) 


[Note—'Trijata had just a while ago told Sita that she has a special place in the heart 
of Ravana, which put simply means that he adores her—apropos: Chaupai line no. 13 
that precedes Doha no. 99. Sita knew that Lord Ram too adored her; so what then was 
the difference? Sita contemplated this aspect deep inside her own mind and heart, and 
came to the conclusion that Lord Ram was her true well-wisher and lover. There was 
a stark difference between Lord Ram and Ravana, though both of them enshrined Sita 
in their hearts. While Ravana had treated her roughly, given her nothing but pain and 
misery, and had forcibly taken her away from her husband, Lord Ram on the other 
hand had always taken care that Sita never found any cause for grief and feeling sad 
for any reason even during the troublesome time they had spent in the forest— 
apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, (1) Chaupai line nos. 1-2 that precede 
Doha no. 141; and (ii) Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 142. 

The mutual sense of unbound love and profound affection between Lord Ram 
and Sita was deep-rooted and eternal, for it went back to long days ago when they 
first met in Janakpur, prior to their marriage; she had fervently prayed to gods and 
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goddesses so that she could marry the Lord’, and at the time when Lord Ram was 
preparing to go to the forest she had voluntarily decided to accompany him, staking 
all her reputation, loyalty and devotion for it, as well as determinedly forgoing all 
concerns for her comfort and safety". (Refer: Ram Charit Manas, “Baal Kand, (i) 
Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 228—to Sortha / Doha no. 236; (ii) Doha 
no. 248 along with Chaupai line nos. 7-8 that precede it; (111) Chaupai line no. 3 that 
precedes Doha no. 257—to Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 259; "Ayodhya 
Kand, Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 58—to Doha no. 69.} 

This was not at all the case with Ravana; Sita loathed him and cursed him as is 
evident on many occasions. First was at the time of her abduction by Ravana—refer: 
Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line no. 13 that precedes Doha no. 28—to 
Doha no. 29 along with Chaupai line nos. 1-6, 24 that precede it. 

The other such occasion was when Ravana tries to cajole Sita to surrender 
before his pervert wishes—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line 
nos. 1-9 that precede Doha no. 9. 

And Ravana had openly ordered the female demons who were appointed to 
guard her to torment her as much as they pleased—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, 
Sundar Kand, Doha no. 10 along with Chaupai line nos. 1-9 that precede it. 

To wit, it is obvious without doubt that Sita's pained heart longed ever so 
much for her beloved Lord Ram, and the more she remembered him the more her 
agony arising out of her separation from the Lord increased, and it further stoked the 
fire of her grief and misery. 

During the long days of her captivity in Lanka, she had become very forlorn 
and reconciled to her doomed fate; her senses were dulled and rarely would she 
respond to anyone talking to her. But when Trijata came with the news of the battle, 
and how Lord Ram was so near yet so far from liberating her from captivity as all his 
efforts to kill Ravana, her tormentor, were failing, Sita sank in a pool of despair and 
despondency. She was once again reminded of Lord Ram, and this pleasant memory 
stoked her emotions afresh and made her extremely sentimental. 

Even Ravana's own spy named Suk had acknowledged about Lord Ram's 
exceptionally gracious and kind nature when he had tried to persuade Ravana to end 
hostility with the Lord—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 
5 that precedes Doha no. 57. 

So, Sita was not alone to be overcome with emotions while remembering the 
most gracious and kind nature of Lord Ram, for besides Suk we read that even 
Vibhishan and Hanuman were also overwhelmed when they recalled the Lord's 
nature during their first meeting in Lanka—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar 
Kand, Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 7—to Chaupai line no. 2 that 
precedes Doha no. 8.] 
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She reproached the night! and the moon? in various ways, lamenting that the night 
seems to get longer and longer without end’. (3) 
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Janki (Sita) wailed and lamented internally, quietly weeping and grieving silently in 
many ways, for she was overwhelmed with an intolerable agony of separation from 
Lord Ram. (4) 


[Note—'Trijata had told Sita that the war for her liberation was in its final leg, and 
that if all goes well then Lord Ram would succeed in slaying Ravana by shooting him 
in his heart—apropos: Doha no. 99 herein above. This made Sita so anxious and 
worried that an hour of the night seemed as an age for her. 


*The ‘moon’ is said to aggravate the agony of separation between two lovers; when 
they look up at the moon the lovers sigh and wail intolerably. Even Lord Ram had 
been emotional under the light of the full moon when he had remembered Sita after 
their first meeting in the garden of Janakpur—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Baal 
Kand, Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 237—to Chaupai line no. 4 that 
precedes Doha no. 238. 

Meanwhile, the presence of the *moon' indicates that it was a moonlight night, 
and not a dark night.] 
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When the pain and agony of separation from her beloved husband Lord Ram became 
too much for her to bear, burning her heart and tormenting her much, at that moment 
the left side of her body began to flutter voluntarily (which is considered a good sign, 
an auspicious omen for a woman’). (5) 


Taking note of this auspicious sign, Sita felt comforted and pleased inside her heart, 
concluding that surely now all her miseries would come to an end soon, and she will 
be able to meet the merciful Lord Raghubir (“krpala raghubira"; Lord Ram). (60 


[Note—'When the left side of a woman's body flutters, it is regarded as a good sign, 
but in a male it is regarded as a bad omen. The reverse is also true: if the right side of 
a woman's body flutters it is bad for her, but for a man it is a good omen. ] 
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9. 


Here meanwhile, Ravana regained his senses around midnight’. As soon as he 
realized what had happened, he began to reproach his charioteer. (7) 


Ravana scolded him: ‘Oh you fool; why did you make me leave the battle-field. Woe 
betide you, oh you contemptible and dumb-witted fellow (for you have given me a 
bad name for having escaped from the battle-field like a coward, for having 
succumbed to my enemy like a weakling, for having fallen down in battle while my 
enemy remained standing on his legs).^ (8) 


The charioteer fell down at Ravana's feet to beg forgiveness, and explained in 
different ways the reason why he had done what he did’. 

As soon as the day dawned", Ravana made all haste to mount the chariot and 
dash to the battle ground. (9) 


[Note—'We will recall that Ravana had become unconscious and fell down when 
Jamvant, the bear chief, had kicked him hard in his chest. Ravana's charioteer had 
thought it fit and prudent to bring him back to Lanka, especially as it was getting dark 
and the battle for the day was to come to an end, and there was neither any sense nor 
was it safe to remain in the battle-field any longer. {Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, 
Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 15 and Chanda line nos. 1-4 that precede Doha no. 98 
herein above. } 


“It is regarded as a great dishonour and ignominy for a valiant warrior to fall down in 
the battle-field during a duel, and being carried away to safety by someone else. He 
would rather die than do this; he would prefer to walk on his two legs back to his 
camp inspite of being wounded, than being carried away like a sac by someone else. 

Never in his long career had Ravana experienced this objectionable situation. 
So therefore, as soon as he regained his senses and came to know what had happened, 
he got angry with his charioteer. 


?The charioteer explained to Ravana the circumstances under which he was left with 
no other choice but to bring him back inside the fort of Lanka. He was gravely 
wounded and lying as if dead; night was fast approaching and the day's battle was to 
end nevertheless; and in the dark of the night it was very dangerous to remain lying 
unconscious in the middle of the battle-field, surrounded by enemies, for the majority 
of the demons were killed, and the few remaining had fled in terror as soon as they 
saw Ravana falling down. Besides this, the charioteer explained, he was merely doing 
his duty to bring his lord back to safety in the prevailing circumstances. 
Ravana felt satisfied with this explanation, and he excused the charioteer. 


^This was the 8" day of the war; Ravana would be killed on this day.] 
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suni agavanu dasanana kera. kapidala kharabhara bhaya'u ghanera. 10. 
jaham taham bhüdhara bitapa upari. dha'e katakata'i bhata bhari. 11. 


Hearing that Ravana had arrived on the battle-field, there was a great turmoil amongst 
the rank and file of the army of monkeys and bears’. (10) 


They immediately grabbed whatever huge rocks and trees they could lay their hands 
on, and gnashing and grinding their teeth, they dashed forward to meet (intercept) 
him. (11) 


[Note— Why was there turmoil in the monkey army? The reason is this: 

Last evening they had seen Ravana sinking down unconscious, as if dead, and 
then being carried away like a corpse by his charioteer. So they had deduced that 
either he was dead, and that would be the end of the war, or in case he survived then 
he was surely so gravely wounded that he will take some time to recover. 

But they had least expected that Ravana would emerge so quickly on the 
battle-field so early in the morning that it seemed he had beaten the rays of the sun in 
the hurry to reach the ground; he was in his prime fighting mode, and looked most 
ferocious by his appearance, raging and ranting wildly with a determination for 
revenge. The monkeys and bears were therefore caught unawares; they scrambled for 
their weapons and dashed out to meet the challenge in order to intercept Ravana 
before he comes too close to their camp, as then it would be disastrous for all of 
them.] 
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The monkeys and bears who had dashed forward to intercept Ravana and his demon 
army, were most formidable by their demeanours and fierce in their attack; they had 
grabbed huge mountain-like rocks and boulders as they rushed to intercept the enemy. 
(Chanda line no. 1) 


They attacked the enemy with vehement anger, hitting it hard and with such great 
violence that the demon warriors could not face the ferocity of the assault, and fled 
from the field in terror. (Chanda line no. 2) 


After successfully scattering the demon warriors who accompanied Ravana, leaving 
him all to himself and unprotected, the strong and valorous monkeys and bears then 
surrounded him from all the sides. (Chanda line no. 3) 
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The monkey and bear army attacked Ravana from all sides; biting him, kicking him, 
cuffing, slapping, thrashing and pounding him so violently all at once, and in all 
possible ways they could devise, that the poor demon king felt cornered and helpless; 
he became extremely agitated, feeling perplexed and exasperated, as he could not 
understand how to respond to this sudden burst of violence that completely dazed 
him. (Chanda line no. 4) 


do. tha Wer Wee were Teast ent-e fSrem i 
started etg fofi ag pa ara famam i 900 N 
dóhà. 


dekhi maha markata prabala ravana kinha bicara. 
antarahita ho'i nimisa mahum krta maya bistara. 100. 


When Ravana found himself surrounded by a ferocious army of monkey and bears 
who were determined to tear him apart, he decided that the best course of action for 
him now was to use the magical tricks, known as ‘Maya’, he was expert in!. 

With that purpose in mind, he first quickly made himself invisible, and then he 
created an illusion of a vastly horrifying scene all over the battle-field which would 
scare off his attackers and completely confound them. (Doha no. 100) 


[Note—'This is the third time that Ravana has employed his Maya to deflect the 
ferocious attack of monkeys and bears. The other two occasions when Ravana had 
employed his magical tricks are narrated in Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, (1) Doha 
no. 88; Chaupai line nos. 6-8 and Chanda line nos. 1-4 that precede Doha no. 89; and 
again in (ii) Doha no. 95—to Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 97. 

During the first occasion, Ravana's Maya created an illusion that made the 
monkey and bear warriors see the demon army as consisting of countless numbers of 
Lord Ram and his brother Laxman, instead of the demon warriors. To wit, all the 
demons appeared to be images of the two brothers, a sight which would obviously 
confuse the monkeys and bears. 

On the second occasion however, there appeared to be countless Ravanas in 
the battle-field. That also was intended to utterly bewilder the monkeys and bears. 

In both the cases we find that Ravana had employed his skills at creating an 
illusion when he found himself alone and surrounded by ferocious monkeys and bears 
who were attacking him from all the sides. 

This is the third such occasion where Ravana once again uses his skills at 
Maya when he found himself besieged. On this occasion, he created a terrible sight of 
ghosts, phantoms, ogres, fiends, spirits and hobgoblins rampaging through the battle 
ground, howling, roaring, screaming and dancing and stomping in a macabre and 
blood-curdling scenario of death and destruction, which was further magnified by 
appearance of fire everywhere. This hair-raising and horrific scene would naturally 
stun and terrify the army of Lord Ram, stopping it from attacking Ravana any 
further.] 
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When he (Ravana) spread his spell of delusions and deceit in the battle-field, a 
fantastic scene of illusions was created. Horrifying creatures with terrible 
countenances and demeanours were produced instantly. (Chanda line no. 1) 


Phantoms, ghosts and hobgoblins of all sorts were created. They held bows and 
arrows in their hands, and danced the dance-of-death and destruction on the battle 
ground. (Chanda line no. 2) 


Female ogres, holding a sword in one hand' and a hollowed out human skull in the 
other hand, danced and sang in merriment as they drank fresh warm blood collected in 
the upturned skulls?. (Chanda line nos. 3-4) 


[Note— The word “karabala” in line no. 3 has two meanings: It may mean a ‘sword 
held in the hand’, and it may also mean ‘a child held in the hand’. The latter meaning 
would imply that these female ogres held their young-ones in one hand, while they 
held the hollow skull to collect blood in the other hand. Then, when blood was 
collected in this skull-like pot, they would let her child drink some of it, and drink the 
rest of it herself. 


“It seemed that they had been cutting-off the heads of warriors with their swords from 
which blood dripped, and used the hollowed out skulls to collect the flowing blood 
which they drank. This made them so happy that they danced and sang in the battle- 
field, enjoying the feast and rejoicing at the prospect of an abundant supply of victuals 
in the form of fresh flesh to satisfy their hunger, and warm blood as drink to quench 
their thirst. 

A similar abominable, abhorable, repulsive and macabre scene of rivers of 
blood and the horrible dance of death has been described earlier too in Ram Charit 
Manas, Lanka Kand, from Chanda line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 87—to Chanda 
line no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 88.] 
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dharu maru bolahim ghora. rahi puri dhuni cahum Gra. 5. 
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The abominable and fearful creatures that appeared all over the battle-field were 
shouting in a terrifying way, ‘catch hold and kill’. Their howls and chilling cries 
resounded in all the directions’. (Chanda line no. 5) 


They opened their mouths wide and ran behind the monkeys and bears in order to 
grab and eat them alive, whereat the terrified fellows ran helter-skelter to save 
themselves’. (Chanda line no. 6) 


Wherever the monkeys and bears ran to escape and hide from the assault of the 
devilish fiends who rushed after them, they found themselves facing raging fire which 
blocked their way. (Chanda line no. 7) 


The horrified monkeys and bears were agitated and utterly confounded. Their misery 
was compounded when sand suddenly began raining over them, thereby effectively 
blinding their sight". (Chanda line no. 8) 


[Note—'The ugly ogres, phantoms, ghosts and goblins ran behind the terrified 
monkeys and bears in order to catch them and eat them up, either alive or dead. These 
fiends and devilish creatures had wide open mouths, were swinging swords from 
which blood dripped, had bows strung tight and arrows mounted on them, aiming at 
the fleeing warriors, and they were gesticulating wildly and shouting terribly as they 
lunged towards the mortified monkeys and bears. 

Remember: It was an illusion created by Ravana, but it was so perfect in its 
form that everything seemed very real and true. 

It is a replication of the scene described earlier in the war—apropos: Ram 
Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 6-7 that precede Doha no. 53. 


^When Kumbhakaran had entered the battle-field, a similar scene unfolded; he too had 
a most fearful body; he too had rushed forward madly with open mouth and hands 
extended to grab whoever he could lay his hands on, and then put the terrified victims 
in his cavernous mouth in order to devour them in hordes. The horrified monkeys and 
bears had scattered here and there as fast as they could run, trying to escape the 
colossus demon. {Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-7 that 
precede Doha no. 67; and Doha no. 69.} 


*Earlier too, when Meghanad had spread his Maya on the battle-field, he too had 
created this scenario of blood, flesh, bone-marrow, intestines and sand raining down 
from the sky to terrify, blind and totally confound the monkey and bear warriors on 
the ground. {Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-7 that 
precede Doha no. 67.} 
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jaham taham thakita kari kisa. garje'u bahuri dasasisa. 9. 
lachimana kapisa sameta. bha'e sakala bira aceta. 10. 

ha rama ha raghunatha. kahi subhata mijahim hatha. 11. 
ehi bidhi sakala bala tori. tehim kinha kapata bahori. 12. 


Stupefying and wearing out the monkeys and bears so much that they stood utterly 
transfixed and dazed at the very place they found themselves in, being unable to move 
and unable to decide what to and what not to do, the ten-headed monster Ravana 
thundered derisively. (Chanda line no. 9) 


Even Sugriv (the chief of the monkeys) and Laxman (the younger brother of Lord 
Ram) too became confounded and lost their bearings, alongside the rest of the 
monkey warriors. (Chanda line no. 10) 


Crying out ‘Oh Lord Ram; Oh Lord Raghubir’ (to seek the Lord's help), the valiant 
warriors wrung their hands in abject frustration and despair. (Chanda line no. 11) 


In this way, having first crushed the valour and morale of the mighty warriors and 
nullifying their superior strength, he (Ravana) unleashed a fresh round of delusory 
tricks that would further aggravate the confoundedness of his enemy. [And what did 
he do? We shall read it in the next set of verses below.] (Chanda line no. 12) 
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pragatesi bipula hanumana. dha'e gahe pasana. 13. 
tinha ramu ghéré ja'i. cahum disi barütha bana'i. 14. 
marahu dharahu jani ja'i. katakatahirn pümcha utha'i. 15. 
daham disi lamgüra biraja. tehim madhya kosalaraja. 16. 


He (Ravana) created an illusion of a large number of Hanumans who held huge 
mountain-like rocks and boulders in their hands. (Chanda line no. 13) 


These false forms of Hanuman formed large groups and dashed towards Lord Ram to 
surround him from all sides. (Chanda line no. 14) 


They raised their tails and swirled them in the air, gnashing their teeth and shrieking: 
‘Kill him (Lord Ram); go and catch hold of him so that he does not escape’. (Chanda 
line no. 15) 
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The effect of this illusion created by Ravana was that the Lord of Kaushal (i.e. Lord 
Ram) was surrounded on all the sides by these fictitious images of Hanuman waving 
their long tails, and seemingly baying for the Lord's blood’. (Chanda line no. 16) 


[Note— In a similar situation created by Meghanad earlier, Lord Ram had smiled and 
shot an arrow that ruptured this veil of delusions, clearing the ground of all fake 
forms—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 5-8 that precede 
Doha no. 52. 

In another scene reminiscent of what happened now, Ravana had created an 
illusion whereby numerous forms of his own self were mysteriously produced in the 
battle-field all of a sudden, and these fake Ravanas rushed angrily to catch and kill the 
monkeys and bears. At that time too, Lord Ram had shot an arrow to put an end to this 
deceit—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes 
Doha no. 96—to Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 97. 

The only apparent difference between the instance cited above and the present 
scenario is that in the former case the false forms were of Ravana himself, and these 
fictitious Ravanas had lunged ferociously at the monkeys and bears to terrify them 
and make them flee, whilst in the present case the fictitious forms are that of 
Hanuman, Lord Ram's most trusted aide, and the worst is that Hanuman has begun 
attacking his own Lord. 

Ravana was very clever in deciding to use ‘Hanuman’s fictitious form’ to 
confuse Lord Ram. He knew how much the Lord trusted and loved Hanuman, and 
when he discovers that the same Hanuman is now attacking him from all sides, it is 
sure, so thought Ravana, that the Lord would be taken aback, being extremely 
shocked and stunned to see that even Hanuman had become his mortal enemy; and 
this would so much confound and perplex the Lord that for quite some time he would 
be rendered senseless and unable to decide what to do. The time Lord Ram remains 
indecisive and inactive because of this unexpected shocker would be a boon for 
Ravana as, for one, it would give the demon king the much needed breathing time 
during which he would collect his wits together and plan a new strategy for the attack, 
and two, it would demoralize and confuse the Lord's own army. 

So, what will Lord Ram do now; how will he respond to this new threat 
created by Ravana? The answer is found herein below in Chanda line nos. 4-5 that 
precede Doha no. 101.] 


Wo. A WES HAO er SN qur HIST STET S g I 
WT ESSET 3TTen Ht AT ST dT TAT TNT d 3 UI 
WY cha aa ferra SX A Aad WA AA SIS enit 3 | 
Tat wenfe dix nite Pree aE Ara ST tt v i 
chanda. 
tehim madhya kosalaraja sundara syama tana sobha lahi. 1. 
janu indradhanusa anéka ki bara bari tunga tamalahi. 2. 


prabhu dekhi harasa bisada ura sura badata jaya jaya jaya kari. 3. 
raghubira ékahim tira kopi nimesa mahum maya hari. 4. 


1849 


The handsome and beauteous form of the Lord of Kaushal (i.e. Lord Ram), as he 
stood surrounded by images of Hanuman waving their long tails over him, gave the 
impression of a colourful panorama where a tall and dark-coloured catechu tree 
(tunga tamalaht) stands majestically in the midst of many colourful rainbows that 
form a bower or a parasol over it’. (Chanda line nos. 1-2) 


This bewitching sight of the Lord filled the gods with a mixture of joy and sorrow? as 
they applauded the Lord in unison, saying repeatedly: ‘Hail Lord Ram; Glory be to 
you; Victory to you.’ (Chanda line no. 3) 


Meanwhile, the brave Lord of the Raghus (“raghubira”; Lord Ram) angrily shot one 
single arrow by which all the illusions and deceits created by Ravana were 
eliminated. (Chanda line no. 4) 


[Note—'In this imagery, Lord Ram is likened to the catechu tree because of his dark 
complexion; the many Hanumans that surrounded the Lord appeared like the tall 
hedge erected around this tree to protect it, and his long waving tails that covered the 
Lord appeared like the many rainbows that are formed in the sky in such a way that 
they form a canopy over this tree. 


“Why were the gods happy as well as sorrowful at the same time? They marveled at 
the beautiful sight that unfolded before them as described herein above; they were 
happy to see the beautiful form of Lord Ram, and they were sure that the Lord would 
soon remove this delusion as he had done on previous occasions. So therefore there 
was no cause of worry. 

Even though they assured themselves that everything would be fine, yet they 
was an underlying cause of fear and uncertainty in their hearts, because of two 
primary reasons: one, it was a ‘war’, and in a war nothing could be predicted with 
certainty; and two, they knew the might of Ravana, that he was no ordinary adversary, 
and that he could do many unimaginable and nasty things about which no one can be 
certain about. Hence, this factor of uncertainty, coupled with Ravana’s formidable 
reputation, made the gods a bit restless and anxious. The gods were sorry that their 
beloved Lord Ram had had to suffer so much for their sake. 


*Ealier too, whenever magical spells of illusions and deceits were employed in the 
battle-field by the demon warriors Meghanad and Ravana, Lord Ram had shot a single 
arrow to cut through these veils of delusions created by them—apropos: Ram Charit 
Manas, Lanka Kand, (i) Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 52 (in case of 
Meghanad); and (11) Chanda line nos. 3-4 that precede Doha no. 89; and Doha no. 96 
along with Chaupai line no. 1 that follows it.] 
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maya bigata kapi bhalu harase bitapa giri gahi saba phire. 5. 
sara nikara chare rama ravana bahu sira puni mahi gire. 6. 
Srirama ravana samara carita aneka kalpa jo gavahim. 7. 
sata sesa sarada nigama kabi te'u tadapi para na pavahim. 8. 


No sooner than this Maya created by Ravana was eliminated, the monkeys and bears 
felt exhilarated and rejuvenated. They grabbed huge rocks and trees with renewed 
enthusiasm, and returned to the frontline of the battle-field (from where they had fled 
a little while ago). (Chanda line no. 5) 


In the mean time, Lord Ram shot a fresh volley of arrows which cut-off Ravana's 
heads and arms all over again, making them fall on the ground. (Chanda line no. 6) 


The war that was fought between Lord Ram and Ravana, and the unbelievable actions 
that were taken and deeds done during its course, were so astounding, fascinating and 
astonishing that they can't be sufficiently narrated or described even if thousands of 
Seshnaths (celestial serpents with their thousands of tongues), goddesses Sharada (the 
goddess of speech and knowledge), the Vedas (ancient scriptures reputed for their 
skills in narrating in fine details even the most subtle of things), and a legend of 
renowned bards and poets would gather together and pool their skills to do it; none 
would be able to, either on their own or in a concert with each other, would ever be 
able to fathom its depth or its expanse’. (Chanda line nos. 7-8) 


[Note—'To wit, the Epic War of Lanka, fought betwixt Lord Ram and Ravana, has 
been described by so many countless poets, bards and chroniclers down the ages, but 
none had been able to claim that his narration is exhaustive and comprehensive. Each 
narrator had done his best, but still the narration was incomplete. 

The idea is that the narrative that we read at present is one of the many 
versions by which this legendary story has been described. The war was of an epic 
proportion, and the like of which never occurred in this world, either aforetime or ever 
after. | 
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kate sira bhuja bara bahu marata na bhata lankésa. 
prabhu krirata sura sid'dha muni byakula dekhi kalésa. 101 (b). 


That epic war has been narrated to some extent by Tulsidas (the poet who wrote this 
classic Book named ‘Ram Charit Manas’) according to his limited abilities, as he 
lacks the skills of a competent poet or narrator to do proper justice to this epic 
legendary Story. 
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Nevertheless, his attempt is just like a mosquito or an insect that tries to fly in 
the sky to reach a height according to its ability’. (Doha no. 101-a) 


Meanwhile, the valorous and invincible Lord of Lanka (“bhata lankesa"; Ravana) 
would not die even after his heads and arms were chopped-off repeatedly. 

This was a play that Lord Ram was playing in the battle-field, but this play 
made the gods and mystics (who were watching the proceedings from their stations in 
the sky) worried and anxious’. (Doha no. 101-b) 


[Note—'A similar idea is expressed in Ram Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, Chaupai line 
nos. 1-6 that precede Doha no. 91. 


?The gods and the rest became worried and exasperated because it seemed that the 
war would drag endlessly on, without an end in sight. They were becoming anxious as 
Lord Ram had so far failed to kill their tormentor, the demon king Ravana. They were 
worried that in case the worst happens, that Ravana manages to evade death and Lord 
Ram too becomes weary of trying to kill him by-and-by, and he finally decides to end 
the war by making some kind of compromise, then all the planning and hopes of the 
gods of getting rid of Ravana would come shattering down like a house of cards. 

They feared that in case Ravana somehow survived this war, he would not 
only become truly invincible, but would certainly also unleash his fiery revenge upon 
the gods and sages, with aggravated fury and viciousness, to punish them for teaming 
against him and asking Lord Vishnu to come down as Lord Ram to kill him. 

This prospect sent shivers down their spines as they found that the war is 
dragging on endlessly, for they remembered how they were beaten and ill-treated by 
Ravana earlier, a precursor to a worse future to come. ] 
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His (Ravana's) heads went on multiplying and replacing themselves rapidly the more 
they were cut-off (by Lord Ram) in the same way as greed and rapacity for gain and 
profit go on increasing exponentially with each success or each reward attained in 
one's endeavours towards fulfillment of his desires or objectives’. (1) 


The enemy couldn’t be vanquished and got rid of in this conventional manner (of 
cutting of heads), and this prospect worried and confounded Lord Ram immensely, 
for by this time he was getting weary of repeatedly trying this method in vain’. 

Amazed and perplexed at this uncommon development, Lord Ram glanced at 
Vibhishan’. (2) 


[Note—'To wit, the more a person gains something that he wants, the more his efforts 
bear fruits towards achieving his objectives, the more profits he makes by doing 
something, the more success he achieves in his enterprise, the more he would want to 
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have it; for the endless sky seems to be the end for desires, yearnings and needs, and 
there is verily no end to greed and rapacity for they are never ever contented. 

The idea is that Ravana’s heads went on increasing exponentially in numbers 
the more they were cut by Lord Ram. There seemed to be no end to re-growth of 
newer heads on his body; for no sooner was one set chopped off than a new crop of 
heads sprang up on his shoulders. 


*Lord Ram was tired of shooting arrows and chopping heads and arms of Ravana, for 
this strategy proved in vain. He thought to himself, bemused and perplexed: “It’s so 
wondrous that Ravana’s heads grow like mushrooms in the rainy season, as the more I 
cut them the more they grow, and as rapidly as they are cut. Hence, I have to devise 
some other device to eliminate Ravana, for it is a waste of time and effort trying to 
kill him by cutting off his heads repeatedly. What am I to do now?” 

Then the Lord glanced at Vibhishan who was standing by his side, in the hope 
of any hint, any help from him. 


?Why did Lord Ram look at Vibhishan? The Lord was out of his wits in trying to 
eliminate Ravana by trying all conventional methods that one would normally think of 
by which someone can be killed, which was to cut off Ravana's head; but 
unfortunately and mysteriously all such attempts had failed. So the Lord glanced at 
Vibhishan to explore the possibility of his confiding some secret way to circumvent 
this hurdle in eliminating Ravana, because the Lord rightly guessed, as will be seen 
shortly, that Vibhishan must be privy to some secret formula to help rid Ravana as he 
was his sibling, his younger brother, and so it could be correctly guessed that he might 
know certain things which others didn't. 

Here, Lord Ram also wished to test Vibhishan's vows of loyalty and 
submission to him, for now if Vibhishan helped the Lord to kill his own brother it 
would certainly prove his allegiance and fidelity towards his new Master; otherwise a 
huge question mark would be there regarding his real intentions in coming to join 
Lord Ram's camp against his brother Ravana, which would put all his proclamations 
and assertions regarding his submission before the Lord under a dark cloud of doubt. 

Remember: Lord Ram was no ordinary prince; he was an incarnation or a 
manifestation of the Supreme Being himself. This being the case, it is not possible 
that things were hidden from him, as the Lord is “all-knowing and omniscient 
(sarabagya)", a virtue that Vibhishan himself would acknowledge in verse no. 4 
herein below. But the Lord did not kill Ravana even though he knew the way he 
should be killed, but waited till Vibhishan would disclose this method to him. Why? 
Because the Lord wanted to test Vibhishan's honesty and sincerity regarding his loud 
proclamations and vows of loyalty, allegiance, devotion, faith and submission towards 
the Lord—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Doha no. 45. 

Why did Lord Ram have cause for doubt in Vibhishan? Well, the answer is 
this: The war had been going on for so many days; repeated attempts by Lord Ram to 
slay Ravana by cutting off his head and hands have failed, and yet Vibhishan kept 
silent. Why didn't Vibhishan disclose the method by which Ravana could be slayed? 
Did he actually not want him dead; was he playing some game with the Lord? Was 
his real and secret desire was to wear out Lord Ram so much that ultimately the Lord 
would wish to save his face by making a compromise deal of some sort with Ravana, 
which would ensure that Lord Ram got back his wife Sita, and the demon king too 
survived. Did Vibhishan not want his brother to he killed? In this scenario, what 
would be the fate of Vibhishan? He hoped that Lord Ram would stand by his words of 
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accepting him unconditionally”, and so he would take him back to his own kingdom 
of Ayodhya. {" Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 8 that 
precedes Doha no. 43—to Doha no. 44; and Chaupai line nos. 1-8 that precede Doha 
no. 48.} 

So therefore, Lord Ram wished to give Vibhishan the chance to prove himself, 
to show that he was honest when he had pledged his loyalty and faith in the Lord. 

There is another spin to this episode: Lord Ram wished to give credit—or 
rather a ‘discredit’—for the slaying of Ravana to Vibhishan, for he would go down in 
history as a betrayer of his own clan, an ignominious appendage to someone’s 
character and a dark taint in reputation that would stick to him as long as he would 
live. Lord Ram had a subtle message for the world: that simply being, or claiming to 
be the Lord’s devotee, as Vibhishan surely did, would not absolve a person of the 
wrongs he had done. 

This deep scar of betraying one’s family and brother, the guilt of treason and 
disloyalty towards one’s own country and race, the bad quality of selfishness that 
would lead Vibhishan to disclose the secret by which his own elder brother would be 
killed, for only when Ravana was out of the way would he get the throne of Lanka, 
stuck to him so fast down the ages that no one names a child born in the family by his 
name, as ‘Vibhishan’—though Lord Ram's other devotees such as Hanuman, Angad 
etc. who had helped him in this epic war did lend their names to new-born babies 
down the path of history. 


SAT RID Shit SST | AT Wy ST ae Wife TST 3 1 
Tp NTT AI Wah | WATT AT AP TT 0 c UI 
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[Lord Shiva said to his consort goddess Uma, who was listening to this fascinating 
story in rapt attention:-] 


*Oh Uma! The Lord whose mere wish can cause the end of Death itself, was testing 
the affection and vows of loyalty and allegiance that Vibhishan had proclaimed in his 
favour (when he had met Hanuman earlier, as well as at the time of seeking the Lord's 
protection when he was kicked out by Ravana)’. (3) 


Vibhishan understood Lord Ram’s intention, and so he submitted: ‘Oh Lord who is 
all-knowing and omniscient (Sarabagya), who is the Lord of both the animate as well 
as the inanimate aspects of this creation (Caracara nayaka), who is the protector of 
those who have surrendered before you (pranatapala), and who is a bestower of 
happiness and joy to the gods and sages (sura muni sukhadayaka). (4) 


[Note— Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, (a) Hanuman's meeting with 
Vibhishan: Chaupai line nos. 1-5 that precedes Doha no. 7; (b) Vibhishan being 
kicked out by Ravana: (1) Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 38—to Doha no. 
39; (ii) Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 40—to Doha no. 41; and (iii) Doha 
no. 45. 
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To wit, Lord Ram was testing whether or not Vibhishan was sincere and 
honest in his proclamations of allegiance and devotion to Lord Ram, or did he have 
some other secret agenda in his mind. It would be clear now. The Lord wanted to 
ascertain if Vibhishan was a pretender, or whether he was truthful. | 
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Ord fastest Tat epurem Laas HC ST HAT N G I 


nabhikunda piyüsa basa yakern. natha ji'ata ravanu bala takern. 5. 
sunata bibhisana bacana krpala. harasi gahe kara bana karala. 6. 


The nectar or the elixir that bestows life to him (Ravana) is stored in his navel. Oh 
Lord; it is on its strength that Ravana has managed to live (survive) for so long'.’ (5) 


Upon hearing these words of Vibhishan, the Lord who is merciful, gracious and kind 
(krpala)’, felt glad’ and lifted a fierce arrow in his hand. (6) 


[Note—'According to Yoga philosophy, the region of the navel is the location of the 
*Nabhi Chakra", a center of energy that forms the base of life inside the body of a 
creature. It is also called the “Manipur Chakra"; it is shaped like a gem and is 
surrounded by the network of Naadis (nerves) called solar plexus. It is also the site of 
the Sun's solar energy that focuses on at this point. 

Refer also to Adhyatma Ramayan, Lanka/Yudha Kand, Canto 11, verse nos. 
53-54. 

There are said to be five subtle energy centers in the body of a living being; 
they are called the ‘Chakras’, or circles of energy. Each of these Chakras is associated 
with one primary element of Nature, of which there are five in number, such as the 
earth, the water, the fire, the air and the sky elements, in ascending order of subtlety 
and descending order of grossness. 

Now, let us briefly acquaint ourselves with these ‘Chakras’. (a) The lower part 
of the body has the ‘Muladhar Chakra’, or the root plexus where the ‘earth element’ is 
dominant. (b) Rising above, the next is the ‘Swadisthan Chakra’, or the sacrum region 
or the sacral plexus where water dominates. (c) The next is the ‘Nabhi Chakra’ 
located near the navel and the central part of the body; here the fire element plays a 
vital role. This Chakra, being the center of the fire element, is also called the solar 
plexus as it the sun which heats the world and keeps it alive by providing it with much 
needed energy. (d) The next higher energy center is called the *Hridaya Chakra' or the 
heart plexus; it is here that the Atma lives. It represents the air element; it is so 
because the heart and the lungs are located in this region, and these organs help a 
creature to breathe and circulate air inside the body. (e) Going higher up we meet the 
*Vishudha Chakra’ or the throat plexus. Here the sound is produced as the upward 
moving wind rubs against the vocal cords. This represents the ether element, which is 
a subtler form of the air element itself. And finally, (f) we come to the Brahm-randhra 
Chakra. It is located in at the top of the head, and is so-named because the cosmic 
Consciousness enters the body of a living being through a split here, and it is from 
here that it would finally escape at the time of death. 

Now, coming to our point with respect to Ravana and the way he would be 
finally killed, the Nabhi Chakra in his body was the ‘center of the fire element’ that 
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keeps the body warm, and its wind elements heated and active, which in turn makes 
the physical body perform all its deeds, externally as well as internally. It’s like the 
boiler of a steel plant or a steam engine; if the boiler cools down then no steam is 
produced and the working of the machinery would stop. 

This is why Ravana kept on living while this Nabhi Chakra managed to keep 
his wind elements heated and active; it also enabled Ravana to perform miraculous 
deeds of dare-devilry. 

When his heads were cut, they grew back instantly; it meant that the wind 
element, known as the ‘Pran’ that kept his body active, could not escape by that way. 
Growing of a new head the instant the earlier one was cut-off kind of hermetically 
sealed the rupture the very moment it was created. 

We shall read below, in verse nos. 1 and 4 that precede Doha no. 103 that 
when Lord Ram shot a final arrow at Ravana’s navel, he had tottered and swooned 
violently before collapsing to the ground. This brought about his end—because while 
he was protected from death by cutting of heads as they would re-grow the moment 
they were cut, no such boon was available to him regarding the navel; there was no 
provision that any rupture made in his navel would be immediately sealed. 

So therefore, while his Pran, the vital wind element that kept his body alive, 
could not leave through the path of the mouth as the head grew back instantly, it could 
leave his body through the ruptured navel when an arrow hit and pierced it, for there 
was no provision for sealing it instantaneously. 

That understood, we come to the next vital point. Remember: The Nabhi 
Chakra is the center of the ‘fire element’ that heats the water and the wind elements 
present inside the body of a creature. The gases and the steam in the body of Ravana 
escaped with a violence blast when the seal of the navel was broken. 

The ‘abdomen’, where the navel is located, is not hard like a boiler of an 
engine or the blast furnace of a steel mill, but rather it is softer, flexible and 
stretchable like a balloon filled with hot air. This is why we breathe; the muscles of 
the abdomen expand and contract to help us breathe. 

Now visualize what would happen in practice if a hot air balloon is pricked by 
an arrow or any sharp instrument at one point on its side—as soon as a hole is made, 
the trapped hot air, which is already under intense pressure exerted on it from all the 
sides of the balloon as its rubber skin tries to shrink back to its original size after air is 
pumped inside it, would naturally escape out from the hole in the form of a jet of hot 
air; it would make a mighty hissing sound, or may escape with a fiery blast from this 
hole, depending upon the size of the aperture made. 

Visualize another scene. What would happen if a hole is suddenly made in 
kettle full of boiling water or a cooker in which food is being cooked over an oven? 
Along with the jet of the escaping hot air, the contents of the kettle or the cooker 
would also escape. 

And in which direction would this ‘jet of hot air and boiling things go’? It 
would go in the same direction in which the hole is made; it’s as simple and obvious 
as that. And anyone coming in the way, especially if he is not far away, would be 
struck violently with the blast of the hot air, and drenched with the hot liquid that is 
shot our along with it, leaving him scorched and dazed. 

This is what exactly might have happened during the moments Ravana died. 
His ‘Pran’, i.e. his heated wind element that sustained life inside his body, suddenly 
escaped from the rupture made in his navel by the arrow shot by Lord Ram. It was 
exceptionally hot, because Ravana was agitated, angry and frantic, breathing heavily 
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and engaged in violent muscular activity as a fierce war was underway; it was no 
leisure time when the internal winds are cooler. 

So therefore, the blast of air escaping from his gigantic body made huge sound 
as the abdomen suddenly collapsed; and this air was so hot that it appeared like a 
flame of fire leaping out of Ravana’s colossus body. It escaped out in a fiery jet in the 
direction of Lord Ram, for the simple reason that the hole was made in the navel 
while Ravana was facing the Lord, and it was the only exit point of the body through 
which the hot air escaped. Naturally it gushed out in the straight direction where the 
Lord was standing, opposite Ravana, 

The scene was so astoundingly amazing and never heard of earlier that for a 
moment Lord Ram stood with an open mouth, in awe and wonder. And so what 
happened? This hot and flaming air was inhaled by him—which the poets and bards 
who chronicled this Story depicted by saying “a brilliant shaft of light and energy 
representing Ravana’s soul escaped from his body and entered the body of Lord 
Ram”. {Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 9 that precedes 
Doha no. 103.} 

Ravana had been all the while shrieking and yelling at Lord Ram, and then 
suddenly there was a mighty blast as his heated wind element escaped from his navel. 
It was a deafening sound; and then suddenly everything fell quiet. This eerie moment 
and its preceding chaos has been depicted by the same poets and bards by saying 
“Ravana roared violently: where is Lord Ram whom I wish to defeat in battle” before 
he collapsed and fell to the ground. {Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai 
line nos. 3-4 that precede Doha no. 103.} 

A question now arises: From where did this ‘Amrit’, or the elixir of life, come 
to be stored in the navel of Ravana? The answer is this: Ravana used to practice Yoga, 
and was an expert in it. During his practice, he used to perform certain Aasans 
(postures) which helped to rejuvenate his body and stir the reservoir of subtle energy 
present inside his body. Since the Nabhi Chakra is the center of solar energy, it was 
used to heat his body from the inside; it was virtually like the ‘power station’ of his 
body. When Lord Ram's arrow struck it, it got short-circuited like any electricity grid 
would, and this short-circuit blew out the fuse that kept his body energized, charged 
and active; which meant simply that he died due to this outage in electric current that 
kept his body and its internal organs, such as his heart, alive and active. 

According to Patanjali'S Yoga Sutra, Vibhuti Paad, verse nos. 29-33, when 
one practices Yoga then Amrit drips from one's tongue, gets sucked up into the 
Brahm-randhra, the upper-most part of the skull, from where is travels downwards 
and gets sucked up and stored at the bottom of the body around the navel. The heat of 
the navel keeps this Amrit from freezing, and this warm subtle source of energy, 
which can be likened to *honey' stored by honey bees, forms the basis of keeping the 
body alive. 

This is what must have actually happened in the case of Ravana. Vibhishan 
knew that his brother used to do regular Yoga practice, and what kind of Aasans he 
did. So he was the best person to know the key by which Ravana's seemingly 
inexhaustible source of energy could be neutralized. 


“It seems absurd and incongruous to call Lord Ram “merciful and kind" especially 
when he is determined to kill Ravana. But the fact is that what externally seems to be 
‘killing of Ravana’ was actually ‘liberating and delivering his soul from the trap of a 
demon body in which it was caught’. By committing so many sins, Ravana had 
unwillingly and unwittingly and unintentionally and inadvertently, created such a hard 
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shell around his soul—which is also known as the Atma that is inherently pure and 
holy, as well as consciousness that is the true self of all living beings, including 
Ravana—that it became impossible for this soul to break free from the hardened crust 
of sins symbolized by Ravana’s physical body in order to attain deliverance. Hence, 
in order to grant emancipation and salvation to this soul of Ravana, it became 
imperative to hit his body hard with such a forceful blow that it would rupture and 
enable the pure consciousness to escape from it. It was no easy task, because Ravana 
was no ordinary creature. Just like special diseases need specialized cure, Ravana too 
needed the Supreme Being to come and kill him so that his soul could be delivered. 

To wit, Lord Ram was actually doing Ravana a favour by killing his gross 
mortal body covered by a thick crust of sins and evils so that his subtle Atma could be 
freed from this trap and find emancipation and salvation that would grant him eternal 
peace and beatitude. As the things turned out, this is actually what happened, for at 
the end Ravana’s glorious soul emerged from his body in a radiant shaft of light to 
merge with the Supreme Soul represented by Lord Ram, which was effected when 
this brilliant light entered the body of the Lord—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka 
Kand, Chaupai line no. 9 that precedes Doha no. 103. 

Surely then, it was a kind and merciful deed done by Lord Ram as it gave 
eternal peace and rest to Ravana’s soul, which would have otherwise continued to 
commit sins and suffer their consequences forever. 


?So well; why did Lord Ram feel “glad”? The Lord felt happy that Vibhishan has 
stood true to his vows of loyalty and allegiance to him; that Vibhishan has 
reciprocated the Lord's graciousness in accepting him unconditionally inspite of 
knowing that he was Ravana's brother, and inspite of Sugriv, the king of the monkeys 
and the Lord's chief advisor, advising the Lord not to accept him for he might be a 
spy. Say, what answer would the Lord have given to Sugriv and others who were 
against his accepting Vibhishan if the latter had not proved his integrity and loyalty at 
this crucial juncture of the war when his help was sought to vanquish Ravana? Surely 
it would have been embarrassing for the Lord 1f Vibhishan had double-crossed him 
now.] 
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All sorts of bad signs and ill omens began to appear then'. Large numbers of jackals, 
donkeys and dogs began howling mournfully. (7) 
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Birds that are regarded as inauspicious (such as crow, owls, vultures etc.) made their 
own horrifying sounds portending doom. Comets (indicating bad omen) suddenly 
appeared and streaked past in the sky here and there. (8) 


There was an unnatural deathly glow and intense heat in all the ten directions of the 
world’. [To wit, the sky became red and the temperature rose everywhere as if there 
was an upcoming deadly heat wave that would roast everything alive.] (9) 


Mandodari’s (Ravana’s wife) heart trembled with great fear (at the prospect of a 
calamity striking her husband). Statues began shedding a lot of tears. (10) 


[Note—'Refer also to: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that 
precedes Doha no. 86. 


?The ten directions are: north, north-east, east, south-east, south, south-west, west, 
north-west, zenith and nadir.] 
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Statues wept; lightening struck and thunder covered the sky; a fierce storm began 
raging; the earth shook; (Chanda line no. 1) 


The clouds rained down blood, hairs and sand. Verily, there were so many ill signs 
that no one can fully enumerate them. (Chanda line no. 2) 


Indeed, countless bad signs and inauspicious signals indicative of a grave calamity 
and disaster descending on the world prevailed everywhere. Seeing them, however, 
the gods cried out in unison “Victory; victory". (Chanda line no. 3) 


When the merciful Lord Ram observed that the gods were horrified, he assembled an 
array of arrows on his bow. (Chanda line no. 4) 


[Note—'The gods, though terrified at these horrible signs, yet shouted ‘victory’, 
because they judged that inspite of initial horrors created by these evil signs they 
indicate that the end of Ravana was near, and Lord Ram would finally attain victory. 

Hence, they welcomed these ill omens as being a good sign. One would not 
fail to observe the ways of this selfish world: what is ruin for one is a boon for 
another! Ravana’s ruin was a welcome gift for the gods. 
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*Lord Ram would shoot thirty-one arrows almost simultaneously; ten would cut-off 
Ravana's ten heads, twenty arrows would severe his twenty arms, and the thirty-first 
arrow would hit his navel and dry up its nectar-of-life which had kept Ravana alive— 
apropos: Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 103 herein below.] 
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Lord Ram pulled the string of his bow right back upto his ears, and shot thirty-one 
arrows rapidly. 

The fierce arrows of Lord Raghupati (Lord Ram) darted towards their target as 
if so many deadly serpents were flying towards their prey. (Doha no. 102) 
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One of the (thirty-one) arrows dried up the source of the life-giving elixir stored in 
Ravana's navel'; and the rest of the thirty arrows swiftly severed his ten heads and 
twenty arms. (1) 


The severed heads and arms got stuck to the arrows that had pierced through them, 
and were carried away by the arrows as they continued to fly speedily ahead in the 
sky by the virtue of their momentum. 

Meanwhile, the trunk of Ravana's body, from which the heads and arms were 
ripped away, remained agitated and active in the battle-field for some more time as it 
lurched and reeled madly in every direction (stepping to the right and the left, to the 
front and the backwards) giving the impression that it was enacting the steps of the 
last dance of death. (2) 


[Note—'Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 5 that precedes 
Doha no. 102, and a note appended to it. 

It ought to be particularly noted here that Lord Ram had not shot any arrow at 
Ravana's heart. Why did the Lord avoid it? The answer to it is given by Trijata when 
she told Sita that the Lord desists from shooting an arrow at Ravana's heart as she is 
present there—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 12-13 that 
precede Doha no. 99. I have elaborately explained this aspect as a note appended to 
these verses. 
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Besides what Trijata said, there is another aspect to it. The Lord did not hit the 
heart because Ravana’s Atma, his pure conscious soul, lived there. Lord Ram had 
come to provide deliverance to this soul, which is a holy and pure entity as it is pure 
consciousness; this soul or Atma of Ravana was suffering intensely because it was 
trapped inside the gross body of a demon. Since the main objective of Lord Ram was 
to grant liberation and deliverance to Ravana’s soul, to provide him with 
emancipation and salvation, he would not harm this soul by hitting it with an arrow. 

Lord Ram was not an ordinary prince who was fighting his enemy to rescue 
his kidnapped wife; he was the Supreme Being who wished to grant rest and peace to 
the tormented soul of a sinful creature represented by Ravana. The Lord is forgiving 
and merciful; he is not vengeful and unkind. He had come to liberate Ravana’s soul 
and deliver it from its sufferings, he had come to grant the unfortunate creature known 
as Ravana with the spiritual benefits of emancipation and salvation by killing his 
gross body to enable the trapped soul to make its escape and attain peace; the Lord 
had not come to send it to hell. This is a crucial factor which must always be kept in 
mind to judge and analyze all the events of the Story of the Ramayan. 

So the Lord chose to avoid the heart and select an alternative method to kill 
Ravana—and it was by hitting his body in the navel to enable his Pran to escape. 
Once the Pran escaped, there was no question of Ravana surviving any longer in his 
physical form. But his ‘soul’ survived, because the soul is eternal and imperishable. 
Yet the Lord wished to make certain that the soul of Ravana gets its final rest, and it 
may not suffer any longer in the absence of a permanent place to rest, for if it is not 
given its final rest then it would enter any other body and take a rebirth to become a 
demon once again. 

That is why Lord Ram would make it so happen that Ravana’s soul emerged 
from his body and entered the body of Lord Ram: a remarkable development indeed. 
We shall read more about it in verse no. 9 herein below. 

The way Ravana was finally killed has been narrated differently in “Ram 
Charit Manas” of Tulsidas, and “Adhyatma Ramayan” of Veda Vyas. We read in 
Adhyatma Ramayan that Matli—the charioteer of Lord Ram’s chariot, who was sent 
by the gods to help the Lord in the war—had advised the Lord that Ravana would be 
killed only by shooting an arrow at his heart. On hearing this advice, the Lord had 
shot an arrow directly at Ravana’s heart, bringing about his end. {Refer: Adhyatma 
Ramayan, Lanka/Yudha Kand, Canto 11, verse nos. 61-72.} 

Though seemingly contradicting each other, the fact is that both the narratives 
are correct—for it is indeed possible that Lord Ram has shot arrows aimed at 
Ravana’s heart as well as his navel to ensure that all precautions are taken to make 
sure that Ravana is certainly slayed, for the Lord did not want to take any further risk 
of playing games with him as time was running out, and already all other methods had 
miserably failed to the demon’s life. 

The apparent dichotomy in the actual way how Ravana was finally slayed 
appears to be caused due to the difference in the way the attention of the two 
chroniclers of the Story—i.e. Tulsidas and Veda Vyas—was focused. To wit, 
Tulsidas’ attention was focused on what Vibhishan had advised, i.e. he documented 
about the arrow that hit Ravana in his navel, while Veda Vyas’s attention was on 
Ravana’s heart where Matli said Lord Ram ought to shoot the arrow, and 
consequently he attributed Ravana’s death to this arrow. 

The fact is a combination of both—Lord Ram shooting arrows simultaneously 
at Ravana’s heart and navel to ensure his death; for time was running out and the Lord 
did now wish to let any means escape to bring about Ravana’s end. This was because 
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all other means had failed miserably, and when two different methods were advised 
for Ravana’s death—one by Vibhishan who said that the Lord ought to shoot an arrow 
at Ravana’s navel, and by Matli who said that the arrow ought to be aimed at 
Ravana’s heart—the Lord determined that it would be wise to do both at the same 
instant; which was to shoot arrows aimed both at Ravana’s heart as well as his navel 
simultaneously. 

This was done almost at the same time, so quickly that it could not be 
separately judged which arrow caused the actual death of Ravana. To wit, from the 
practical point of view, both the versions of how Ravana was killed are true: the 
primary objective of bringing about the end of the demon king was achieved, and 
whether it was achieved by the arrow that hit his heart or by the one that hit his navel 
is only of secondary or peripheral importance. 

This particular instance where we read about two apparently different ways as 
to how Ravana was finally slayed, and both the versions are from authentic sources, 
viz. Adhyatma Ramayan of the illustrious sage Veda Vyas, and Ram Charit Manas of 
the renowned saint-poet Tulsidas, both equally revered and equally authoritative, 
explains why I, the author of the present Book which my esteemed readers have now 
in their hands and are currently reading, chose to cite more than one version of this 
classic Story of Lord Ram, universally known as the ‘Ramayana’ but given a specific 
name by the narrator of a particular version, to pen my own narrative—as this 
approach helps one to get a comprehensive and a wide-angled understanding of the 
entire Story in general, and any given episode of it in particular. 

This therefore is the reason why I have quoted in full two well-respected, 
authoritative and acclaimed versions of the Ramayana, viz. ‘Ram Charit Manas’ and 
‘Adhyatma Ramayan’. Besides these two, I have also included, as the reader must 
have noticed by now, two other magnificent narratives of Tulsidas, viz. ‘Geetawali 
Ramayan’ and ‘Kavitawali Ramayan’. It is because these two latter classical Books 
describe selected episodes of the Story in fine detail, pausing every now and then to 
look at it from different angles in a slow-motion mode, as compared to the other two 
versions of the same Story (i.e. Ram Charit Manas and Adhyatma Ramayan) which 
are continuous in their narrative of the events in a chronological fashion, without 
pausing to focus attention on any given episode. | 
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The earth started caving in with the force of the heavy steps with which his trunk 
stomped and tottered on the ground, moving in a bewildered state of confusion 
(before collapsing). 

Lord Ram then shot another fierce arrow that slammed into the trunk and cut it 
into two halves’. (3) 


At the time of his death, he (Ravana) thundered with a terrible roar’, ‘Where is Lord 
Ram that I may challenge and slay him in battle". (4) 
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[Note—'The death of Ravana reminds one of the way Kumbhakaran was killed and 
his colossal body collapsed in the battle-field, which was almost in the same way as it 
happened with Ravana. {Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 
7 that precedes Doha no. 70—to Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 71.j 


?A very remarkable thing has happened here. Remember that Ravana’s heads were 
already cut-off, so how come he 'roared and thundered' without his mouths its 
tongues? 

Well, the answer is this: The head of any living being, along with its mouth 
and tongue, is like any other organ of the creature's gross physical body, such as the 
hands and legs, the eye, the nose and the skin. These individual parts have no 
independent life of their own; they remain active and give the impression of being 
alive only as long as the creature lives and is conscious of his surroundings, for as 
soon as it ‘dies’ or becomes ‘senseless’, these same organs become ‘lifeless’ or 
‘senseless’. 

That means that there is some other factor that is called ‘life’ present inside the 
body of a living being, for surely it is not the gross organs of this body as they do not 
have any life of their own. This independent entity that infuses ‘life’ in the otherwise 
inane and lifeless gross body is called the “Pran”, the life-giving force present inside 
the body, which makes a body ‘living’ and differentiates it from a ‘dead body’. 
According to the Upanishads, this ‘Pran’ factor is an aspect of the Wind Element that 
drives the body, keeps it active, and helps it to carry out all its different functions, 
both externally and internally. When a creature dies, this Pran, that is present inside 
the gross body, escapes from it to merge with the open ‘air’ outside, to become one 
with it. 

It is like the case of air present inside and outside of an earthen pitcher. As 
long as the pitcher is there, we artificially distinguish the air within and without it by 
using the body of the pitcher as the demarcation line. When the pitcher is broken, the 
air within merges with the air outside seamlessly, without any ado. 

Now, take another example. Suppose there is an air-filled balloon. If its air is 
allowed to escape slowly it won't make any sound, but if a hole is pricked in it with a 
needle, then what happens? It ‘bursts with a loud bang’, as the wind trapped inside 
suddenly meets the wind outside, and there is a clash of two opposite pressures. 

This is what happened in the case of Ravana too. The life-giving wind 
element, called the Pran that was present inside his body, suddenly escaped when the 
arrow pierced his navel, like a pin pricking a hole in a balloon. This caused a snapping 
sound, but it was no ordinary sound and no ordinary wind. Ravana had a colossus 
body, so the quantity of wind must have been huge, and besides it the wind was 
agitated by the heat of war. So it must have escaped with a mighty sound, like a bomb 
exploding. 

Then there is one other factor: There are two types of sounds, one which is 
heard by the ear, and the one which isn’t. The first type of sound is called ‘Baikhari’, 
and the other is called ‘Pashyanti’. For example, when we talk with each other, we use 
the *Baikhari' form of sound as our ears can hear what we speak; but the sound that is 
transmitted by radio stations or mobile towers is called ‘Pashyanti’ as our ears can't 
hear it directly. The Baikhari form of sound is grosser, while the Pashyanti form is 
subtler by nature. Living beings such as us humans can hear the Baikhari words, while 
the gods can hear the Pashyanti words. 
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But, ‘who’ is that entity that actually ‘speaks’? Is it the gross body or even its 
life-giving Pran? No, neither of them. The entity that actually speaks is the living 
being, and this living being is neither the body nor the Pran; it is an independent entity 
known as the ‘self’, which is its ‘Atma’. What is this Atma? It is the ‘pure 
consciousness’ that lives inside the gross body of a creature; it is also known as the 
‘soul’. This Atma is a sublime, ethereal and a subtlest form of element that exists, and 
it is the entity that is the ‘true self and the true identity’ of any living being. If there is 
no Atma or consciousness present in the body, then the mere presence of the ‘wind 
element’ won’t make a body alive. A balloon also has a wind inside it, it hops and 
moves around, it can fly and make a sound when rubbed, but not even a mad man 
would call it a ‘living being’. 

To wit, the Atma and the Pran, both of them invisible and subtle elements, act 
together in a tango to make what is known as a living being. The Pran is a 
manifestation of the dynamic energy of the Atma that makes a creature a living being; 
the ‘Atma’ is the Master that instructs the ‘Pran’, which in turn drives the ‘body’ 
towards the creature’s desired destination. 

In the case of Ravana, his Pran escaped first, and it made a loud sound while 
escaping from his gross body because it is a form of wind. After the Pran left the 
gross body, the Atma too left it. So then, what happened to this Atma? We shall read 
about it in verse no. 9 herein below. 


?When Marich, the demon who had been forced by Ravana to assume the form of a 
golden deer so that Sita could be abducted, had died when hit by the arrow shot by 
Lord Ram, he too had called out aloud first the name of Laxman and then that of Lord 
Ram. {Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 14-15 that 
precede Doha no. 27.} 

Similarly, when Meghanad had died, he too had cried aloud the names of 
Laxman and Lord Ram. {Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Doha no. 76 
along with Chaupai line no. 16 that precedes it.}] 
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When Ravana, the one with ten shoulders (dasakandhara), finally fell down on the 
ground with a mighty thud, the earth shook, the ocean developed huge splashing 
waves, the rivers had violent currents, while the Diggas (the elephants who are 
supposed to support the earth from its corners) turned and shifted in their positions, 
and the mountains trembled too due to the excessive pressure and jolting vibrations 
caused by the falling of Ravana’s huge body. (5) 


The two halves of his colossus body collapsed on the ground, and while doing so it 
crushed underneath large numbers of monkeys and bears’. (6) 


[Note—'This scene is reminiscent of Kumbhakaran dying as narrated in Ram Charit 
Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 6-7 that precede Doha no. 71.] 
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The arrows put (or rather dropped) the severed heads and arms of Ravana at the place 
where Mandodari (his queen) was (ie. inside Ravana's palace)'; and then these 
arrows went back to Lord Ram, the Lord of the world (jagadisa). (7) 


These arrows returned and entered the Lord's quiver’, seeing which the gods played 
their musical drums in the heaven’. (8) 


[Note— When Kumbhakaran was killed, his head flew and fell down in the front of 
Ravana, though it is not clearly mentioned during the narration as to how it was 
carried there—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 5 that 
precedes Doha no. 71. 

Lord Ram has been universally praised as being gracious and magnanimous. 
He wished to give Ravana an honourable death, and therefore would not cause 
anything to happen that would undermine the dignity and respect of Ravana's glorious 
soul, his stature as a great king of the demon race, as well as of being a valiant warrior 
the like of which the world had never seen heretofore, and would never see hereafter. 
If his heads would have fallen to the ground in the battle-field, there were chances that 
jackals, dogs, hyenas, vultures and other flesh eating birds and animals would pounce 
on them at once, which would be insulting to Ravana's memory. Lord Ram did not 
wish that to happen. 

Remember: Lord Ram himself was a great king of a great kingdom of 
Ayodhya, and so he was aware of the sort of treatment that ought to be given to 
another king of great stature. A gallant warrior fights his adversary with all energy 
and fury, but once the latter falls or surrenders, the former would not do anything to 
cause insult to his dead body, or to the vanquished opponent, as the case may be. 


^One would not fail to marvel at the weapon technology known during those days. 
The arrows were like reusable missiles; they hit their targets with precision and then 
came back to the shooter. A similar scene of the arrows coming back to Lord Ram is 
witnessed elsewhere in the war also: for instance, we read the same thing happening 
at the time when Kumbhakaran was slayed—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka 
Kand, Doha no. 68. 


?The gods were now certain that Ravana was dead, because his body collapsed and no 
newer heads and arms grew again on it. So they celebrated.] 
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His (Ravana’s) ‘Tej’ (i.e. his pure consciousness, his true self, his energy of life) 
escaped from his gross body and emerged in the form of a brilliant shaft of light that 
went straight to Lord Ram and entered him (through the Lord's mouth or nostrils)’. 

When Lord Shiva and the four-headed Creator (Brahma) observed it, they felt 
very glad". (9) 


A loud chorus of ‘Victory, victory’ resonated throughout the universe. Everyone 
applauded Lord Ram and proclaimed his glory by saying: ‘Gory and Victory to Lord 
Ram, who has stupendous valour and astounding powers in his two arms.’ (10) 


The gods and the sages (who were watching the war from their respective stations in 
the sky) showered a rain of flowers, repeatedly praising Lord Ram: ‘Glory to the 
merciful Lord; victory to him who grants liberation, deliverance, emancipation and 
salvation to the soul (mukunda)^ (11) 


[Note—'The Soul of a living being is pure consciousness. It is glorious and self- 
illuminated with the light of knowledge, called being enlightened. The individual 
creature’s soul is an image of the supreme Soul of this creation; the former is called 
the ‘Atma’, while the latter is called the ‘Parmatma’. 

It is just like the case of a pot filled with water of the ocean. The water inside 
the pot is the Atma of an individual; the pot itself is like the gross body of that 
individual; the ocean is the Parmatma or the Supreme Atma as it consists of an 
endless source of water from which countless pots can be filled without exhausting it 
supply of water, which in this metaphor is the Supreme Atma, the primary Atma or 
the cosmic Consciousness that pervades throughout this creation. 

So therefore, when Ravana died, his own Atma emerged from his gross body 
to enter the body of Lord Ram who was the Supreme Being, the Parmatma, to merge 
and become one with the Supreme Atma present inside the body of Lord Ram just 
like the case when the water-pot breaks and its content (water) falls back into the 
ocean, to become one and inseparable with the latter. 

This was truly a great honour that Lord Ram bestowed upon Ravana, for he 
had granted Ravana’s soul permanent peace by accepting it within his own Self. That 
is why these two gods, Shiva and Brahma, rejoiced. 

From the spiritual perspective, and in accordance with the philosophy as 
enunciated in and espoused by the Upanishads, the best destination for the Atma, or 
the soul of the individual creature, is its merger with the cosmic Atma, the Supreme 
Atma, or the cosmic Soul, as it grants the individual creature eternal rest and peace; it 
is the ultimate and the final destination of the Atma; it is that destiny that grants 
eternal bliss, beatitude and felicity. It is this destination that was granted to Ravana’s 
Atma, for it left his gross body that was physically in the form of a demon, to enter 
the holy body of Lord Ram who was none but the Supreme Being himself, to become 
one with the latter. 

By accepting Ravana’s soul within his own self, Lord Ram clearly signaled to 
the world that he actually had no ill-will or anger against him, for whatever he did by 
way of waging a fierce war with the apparent objective of killing Ravana was merely 
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a show, for the Lord’s actual intention was to grant deliverance to Ravana and peace 
to his soul. 

Heaven is not the ultimate destination for a soul, just like hell which does not 
mean eternal condemnation. These two, heaven or hell, are only transitory stations 
where the soul would reside for sometimes before it steps onto the next phase in its 
journey. It stays in heaven to enjoy the rewards of its meritorious deeds done in its 
previous life, and in hell to undergo punishment for its mischief. How long the soul 
stays in either heaven or hell depends upon the quantum of its reward or punishment 
respectively. So therefore, when the reward or the punishment is done with, the soul is 
bound to move on, either back to this mortal world to take a rebirth, or to move higher 
to attain Moksha, or the state of eternity, the state of permanent bliss, peace, beatitude 
and felicity. This is attained when the ‘individual soul’ loses its individuality and 
dissolves itself into the ‘cosmic Soul’ to become one with the latter. 

Since the soul, or the Atma of an individual, is pure consciousness, it can be 
said that true Moksha is when the individual’s consciousness merges with the cosmic 
Consciousness. In our present case, it is depicted in Ravana’s soul merging with the 
cosmic Soul represented by Lord Ram. 

Verily, the way Ravana died fulfilled his desire to attain eternal peace and 
beatitude for which he was so eager. For remember, he knew very well that there is no 
way he can attain this exalted destiny on his own account because of the quantum of 
sins that he had done throughout his life, not realizing what the consequences would 
be for him in the long run at the time when he was recklessly doing mischief; and by 
the time he realized what horrors he had created for his own self, it was too late. So he 
decided that the only way out for him was to continue with his way of life, for it was 
too late to make amends and change his habits, and patiently wait for the time when 
the merciful and compassionate Supreme Being, reading the innermost thoughts of his 
heart that yearned for deliverance and emancipation, would decide to fulfill his wishes 
by coming himself to free his Atma, and the only way it can be done was to break the 
hardened shell in which the Atma was trapped. 

And what was this hardened shell that trapped Ravana’s Atma? It was his 
demonic body which had become so thick and stiff with layers and layers of 
accumulated sins and evil deeds done over time that it only could be broken by 
someone skilled in it, and not by ordinary means. This is what had happened in reality 
in this war, and this is why Lord Ram has been praised as being ‘merciful, 
compassionate, kind, gracious, magnanimous and benevolent’ as he had granted a 
sinful creature the grand reward of spiritual liberation, deliverance, emancipation and 
salvation inspite of knowing that the creature, in this case Ravana, had been to most 
sinful and disgraceful fellow in his creation. 

Come to think of it—Lord Ram was so gracious, magnanimous and forgiving 
that he granted deliverance to the souls of all the demon warriors, and not Ravana 
alone. But to honour Ravana and treat him with dignity befitting his stature as the 
king of the demon race, the Lord granted him a special seat alongside his own self by 
accepting his soul within himself. Even the gods had appreciated this fact that all the 
demons had been granted emancipation and salvation by Lord Ram, and that Ravana 
was shown a special privilege that even great sages would envy. {Refer: Ram Charit 
Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 7, 9-10 that precede Doha no. 114.} 

We can therefore safely conclude that inspite of all the ignominy and infamy 
that Ravana got, after all his soul was as holy and pure as it should have been, and not 
sinful and evil as it was made out to be by the external actions and deeds that his 
demonic body was engaged in doing, for otherwise Lord Ram would never have 
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honoured him by giving his soul a place within his own self—which is like a great 
king welcoming another great king and showing the latter great honour by making the 
guest king sit by his side on his own throne! What more can be said in favour of and 
in honour of Ravana? 


^When Ravana's soul entered Lord Ram's body, Lords Brahma and Shiva felt happy. 
This is because Ravana had done tough Tapasya and got boons from Brahma, and he 
also was a great devotee of Lord Shiva. Therefore they both felt happy that their 
devotee has been given Sayujya Moksha- ultimate Mukti by Lord Rama. 


`The fact that Lord Ram granted deliverance and emancipation to Ravana's soul, 
instead of condemning him to hell for his sins, and inspite of knowing that he was the 
one who had kidnapped his wife Sita, was noted by all the assembled gods and sages, 
who blessed and praised the Lord for his gracious and merciful nature as well as for 
this glorious and noble deed of his. 

Ravana—whom the world always took to be an embodiment of sins and evil — 
was indeed singularly fortunate and very blessed soul to have attained such an exalted 
death because the Supreme Being had himself come to his doorstep to grant him 
eternal liberation and deliverance, to bless him with emancipation and salvation. 

The fact that Ravana's soul or Atma was accepted by Lord Ram and granted a 
place within himself proves how much the Lord respected the purity and holiness of 
his soul. Forsooth and without any gainsay, verily, Lord Ram realized that the Ravana 
whom the world so much loathed and reviled was actually his gross physical body, 
and not his Atma which was his ‘true self’, the Atma which was as holy and pure as it 
ought to be. And therefore, the just and kind and all-knowing Supreme Lord of the 
world, who judges each individual very minutely, by taking everything and every 
aspect into consideration before passing a judgment against or in favour of anyone, 
decided that Ravana does not deserve to be condemned to eternal hell to suffer. 

The Lord determined that whatever Ravana he had done was done as a 
‘demon’, and the word ‘demon’ refers to his gross physical body but not definitely to 
his Atma, and this physical body was made to give its due penalty by being sacrificed 
in the war, for it was mutilated and decapitated in the final hours of the war before 
being killed. This was a sufficient sacrifice for Ravana, and once it was offered his 
soul had the right to redemption. 

The question arises: Why did Lord Ram accept Ravana’s soul within his own 
self? The answer is this: (i) To show the world that the Lord was exceptionally 
forgiving, merciful, compassionate, gracious, kind, understanding, magnanimous and 
benevolent so much so that he is ready to go to any extent to welcome anyone who 
wishes to come to him, overlooking all other things that would normally hinder such 
warm welcome. (ii) To show the world that the Lord had no personal ill-will against 
Ravana, and was merely punishing him for his misdeeds. (i11) To tell the world that a 
wise, just and enlightened judge is one who applies intelligence and always looks 
deeper before passing a judgment for or against anyone, for oftentimes what meets the 
eye is very deceptive—as was clearly the case with Ravana, for the world treated him 
as a vile person, whereas his ‘true self’, his Atma, was as holy and pure as it ought to 
be, and it was for this reason that Lord Ram had no second thoughts in accepting 
Ravana's Atma within his own self. (iv) To give a cue to the world as to why valiant 
warriors who prefer to die fighting their adversaries in the battle-field are said to go to 
heaven—because by dying they would have made the ultimate sacrifice, and once a 
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self-sacrifice is made the soul has the rightful claim to deliverance and eternal peace, 
which must be granted to it. 

There is another reason also—Ravana was so loathed and feared by the Gods 
that they would never give his soul permission to ascend to heaven; so going to the 
heaven was ruled out. As for going to hell for his sins, that was also not possible for 
Ravana because the lord of hell, i.e. Yam, too hated and feared him as much as his 
brethrens in the heaven. To wit, both the Gods in heaven and Yam in hell refused to 
accept Ravana. So Lord Ram thought: “Doesn’t matter; I will grant Ravana a place 
where no one can object, for it is my own sanctuary. I have made him pay for his 
misdeeds, so now it is obligatory for me to give his soul a place to abide. If the Gods 
and Yam won’t accept him, well and good; I myself would accept him! And no one 
can say anything as to this abode for Ravana’s soul, because I have a right to grant 
admission to anyone in my personal chambers.” Say, how gracious and loving Lord 
Sri Ram, our Lord, is, indeed! ] 


x0. Wi HU he s Ba OT We TSU Wert 
Gael aot faery UA AN chet Wer fert t 2 N 
REG NGS UT AHA HTT SATA MET 3 | 
PUA sha WA 3B SEAT ag ATT Tet Ul v N 
chanda. 


jaya krpa kanda mukunda dvanda harana sarana sukhaprada prabho. 1. 
khala dala bidarana parama karana karunika sada bibho. 2. 

sura sumana barasahim harasa sankula baja dundubhi gahagahi. 3. 
sangrama angana rama anga ananga bahu sobha lahi. 4. 


The gods and sages lavishly honoured and praised Lord Ram, praying as follows: 
‘Glory to Lord Ram who is an embodiment of mercy, kindness and compassion (krpa 
kanda), who is a bestower of liberation, deliverance, emancipation and salvation to 
the soul of a creature (Mukunda), who is a remover or dispeller of all confusions, 
doubts and perplexities (dvanda harana), who grants happiness and joy to those who 
seek refuge in his holy feet (sarana sukhaprada) --- (Chanda line no. 1) 


---Who is an eliminator of hordes of wicked and evil creatures (khala dala 
bidarana), who is the primary cause of everything coming into being (“parama 
karana karunika", as he is Brahm, the Supreme Being who has created this world), 
who is eternal and absolute (Sada), and who is the almighty Lord of this creation 
(bibho).' (Chanda line no. 2) 


Praising Lord Ram in this way, and overwhelmed with gratitude and joy, all the gods 
showered a rain of flowers upon him from the sky; they simultaneously played their 
kettle-drums to celebrate the occasion. (Chanda line no. 3) 


Meanwhile, Lord Ram looked so handsome, beauteous and charming in the battle- 
field as if he was an embodiment of millions of Kamdeo, the god of beauty and 
charm. (Chanda line no. 4) 
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far set Ape Wan ferar ferar ath WAST 3TSrél I h 1 
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sira jata mukuta prasuna bica bica ati manohara rajahim. 5. 
janu nilagiri para tadita patala sameta udugana bhrajahim. 6. 
bhujadanda sara kodanda pherata rudhira kana tana ati bane. 7. 
janu rayamunim tamala para baithim bipula sukha apane. 8. 


[These verses describe the physical beauty of Lord Ram.] 


The Lord looked bewitchingly charming with a crown of matted hairs on his head 
(sira jata mukuta) in which flowers were tucked here and there (prasüna bica 
bica)'. (Chanda line no. 5) 


The sight reminded one of the ‘Blue Mountain’ (nilagiri) over which lightening 
dazzled in the sky (tadita patala) along with the stars that twinkled here and there as 
soon as they could peep thorough the gap in the clouds (saméta udugana)’. (Chanda 
line no. 6) 


The Lord was moving his hands over his bow and arrows (bhujadanda sara 
kodanda phérata)’. Drops of blood that were sprinkled over his body too added to 
the beauty of his form (rudhira kana tana ati bané)*. (Chanda line no. 7) 


This fascinating sight was like so many birds of red colour sitting here and there on a 
dark catechu plant". (Chanda line no. 8) 


[Note—'At the time of leaving for the battle-field, we have already read that Lord 
Ram had been so relaxed that he had spent some time to tuck in flowers in the lock of 
his hairs on his head—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 8- 
9 that precede Doha no. 86. 


^In this imagery, the crown of matted hairs on Lord Ram's head is like the blue 
mountain because of his dark complexion, the ear rings that shine as he moves his 
head is the dazzle of lightening, and the flowers tucked in the layers of hairs are the 
many stars that are seen in the sky. 


?This line can also be read as “Lord Ram was turning or moving the bow and arrows 
in his two hands.” 


“It was a battle-field, and not a royal court. A warrior who has just a while ago 
vanquished his enemy in a bloody duel is bound to be splattered with blood, and not 
sprinkled with scented water. Everything has its proper place where it finds its glory; 
while blood would be at odds in the ceremonial environment of pomp and pageantry 
of a royal court, it fits in perfectly well in the background of a battle-field. 
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‘Here, the dark complexioned body of Lord Ram is compared to the catechu plant, 
and the drops of blood on his body to the bird with red feathers.] 


dO. pag alt afy wy anra fanu at sia 
UCL HA UAT BI TA TE ATA Tah Ul $03 Il 
doha. 


krpadrsti kari brsti prabhu abhaya ki'e sura brnda. 
bhalu kisa saba harase jaya sukha dhama mukunda. 103. 


Lord Ram glanced gracefully at the gods as if he was showering his blessing of 
fearlessness upon all of them. 

All the monkeys and bears too felt exhilarated, applauding the Lord and 
saying: ‘Glory to the Lord, Victory to you who is an embodiment of happiness, and a 
provider of joy and freedom from fears to others'. (Doha no. 103) 


[Note— This is the 8" day that marks the end of the Epic War of Lanka. Now let us 
quickly recapitulate the verses of Ram Charit Manas that help us to trace the progress 
of the war and count the number of days it lasted.] 


Chronology of the War of Lanka: 


1* day of war—RCM, Lanka Kand, from Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 
39—to Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 48. 


2™ day of war—RCM, Lanka Kand, from Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 
49—to Chaupai line no. 4 that precede Doha no. 55. 


3" day of war—RCM, Lanka Kand, from Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 
64—to Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 72. 


4" day of war—RCM, Lanka Kand, from Chaupai line no. 9 that precedes Doha no. 
72—1o Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 75. (Meghanad fights during the 
day and does a fire sacrifice in the night. } 


5"" day of war—RCM, Lanka Kand, from Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes Doha no. 
75—to Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 78. (Meghanad killed by Laxman. } 


6" day of war—RCM, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes Doha no. 78—to 
Doha no. 84. (Ravana enters the battle field; he performs a fire sacrifice in the 
evening. } 


7" day of the war—RCM, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 
85—to Doha no. 98. 
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The intervening night of the 7" and 8" day of the war—RCM, Lanka Kand, Chaupai 
line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 99—to Chaupai line no. 9 that precedes Doha no. 
100. 


g^ day of the war (Ravana's death) —RCM, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 9 that 
precedes Doha no. 100—to Chaupai line no. 11 that precedes Doha no. 103.] 
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Section 18.2: Adhyatma Ramayan 


Adhyatma Ramayan, Lanka/Yudha Kand, Canto 9, verse no. 59—to 
Canto 11, verse nos. 1-88. 


Before proceeding further and reading what happened after Ravana was dead, let us 
pause for a little while to read how sage Veda Vyas’ Adhyatma Ramayan describes 
the events that culminated in Ravana’s death. These are narrated in Adhyatma 
Ramayan, Lanka/Yudha Kand, from Canto 9, verse no. 59—to Canto 11, verse no. 88. 


Section 18.2.1: Adhyatma Ramayan, Lanka/Yudha Kand, Canto 9, verse 
nos. 59-68:- 


ATG SA 9[cdI Css Vol ASIACTA | 
aur: ufcrar rat afeesa: YSA: | 
facicnuliricloncean yA WAU: II Veil 


meghanadam hatam srutva laksmanena mahabalam | 
ravanah patito bhumau mürcchitah punarutthitah | 


Hearing that the most brave, strong and courageous Meghnad has been killed by 
Laxman, Ravana fainted and fell on the ground. When he regained his consciousness, 
he lamented, mourned and wailed woefully, grieving gravely for his dead son (59). 


YRA PPAT Araot ÍST] | 
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putrasya gunakarmani samsmaran paryadevayat | 
adya devaganah sarve lokapala maharsayah it 6011 
hatamindrajitam jfiatva sukham svapsyanti nirbhayah | 
ityadi bahusah putralalaso vilalapa ha i 6111 

tatah paramasankruddho ravano raksasadhipah | 
uvaca raksasan sarvannina$ayisurahave ıı 6211 


60-62. Recalling the great qualities, the unique characters, the rare virtues and the 
valiant deeds of his son, Ravana began grieving and mourning a lot. "Today, all the 
Gods, Lokpals (custodians of the Lokas or the various worlds) and great sages and 
hermits (60) shall sleep happily and fearlessly knowing that Indrajeet (my son) has 
been killed'—in this sarcastic manner, he lamented for his son in various ways, 
overwhelmed as he was by affection for his late son (61). 

Thence, after sometimes, the king of demons, Ravana, recovered himself, he 
became extremely furious with anger and indignation. He discussed with all his 
ministers how to destroy the enemy in the war (62). 


A YqaeRiods: OR: MAÍ ort: | 

udisa aÀ qae aod Mai qaad II 3l 
AFARI HG ELA GAMA | 
UsRiterezion Alar arrenaorpcermsr Ii & vil 


sa putravadhasantaptah strah krodhavasam gatah | 
samviksya ravano buddhya hantum sitam pradudruve ii 631 
khadgapanimathayantam kruddham drstva dasananam | 
raksasimadhyaga sita bhayaSokakulabhavat ıı 6411 


63-64. Then the brave and courageous Ravana, being overwhelmed by remorse and 
grief at the death of his son, thought of something, and then he angrily rushed to kill 
Sita! (63). 

Seeing the 10-headed demon rushing wrathfully and full of vengeance towards 
herself with a sword drawn in his hands, Sita—who was sitting surrounded by 
demonesses— became terrified by fear (64). 


[Note— What did Ravana suddenly think that made him spring up and dash for Sita 
like a mad man? He thought for a while and came to the conclusion that it was she 
who was the cause of this war in which his dear son Meghnad was killed. This 
thought filled him with a burning desire to kill her, to avenge his son's death, for he 
concluded that even if his enemy wins the war and enters Lanka as a conqueror, he 
will find the trophy, for which all this havoc was perpetrated, gone. 

Ravana decided that he will never let his enemy win hands down; and if 
nothing else then at least he would ensure that he fails to get back Sita for whom he 
had waged this destructive war. 

So the mere thought that it was Sita who was responsible for all the disaster 
and the ruin that had befallen on the demon race, and the desire to defeat his enemy 
by default, filled him with wrathful vengeance against her; and in order to vent his ire, 
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he madly dashed to her, with all the ferocity at his command and the objective of 
killing her.] 


LdRaooiod’ aa Ufa ghega, rfr: | 
Burd ona dent 2raui araerargdia I EVI 
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etasminnantare tasya sacivo buddhimān śucih ı 
supar$vo nama medhavi ravanam vakyamabravit ii 651 
nanu nama dasagriva saksadvaisravananujah | 
vedavidyavratasnatah svakarmaparinisthitah ıı 6611 


65-66. Just at that time, one of his ministers named Supaarshava, who was intelligent, 
wise, pure-hearted and scholarly, intervened and said (65), 'Oh the Lord with ten 
necks (da$agriva)! What is this? What are you doing? You are a younger brother of 
Kuber, the son of the illustrious sage Visrawa. You are an expert in the tenets of the 
Vedas, and you diligently observe all the rules and regulations prescribed by them— 
such as bathing at the end of sacrifices etc. (to purify yourself), observing fast, and in 
general doing all other such things that are ordained by the scriptures for a person of 
your stature and birth’. (66) 


[Note—'To wit, you diligently follow all the tenets of the scriptures known as the 
Vedas, and are very particular about adhering to them. You must remember that you 
are not an ordinary demon, but have a great sage named Visrawa as your father. This 
being the case, thou art also a Brahmin by birth, and by the same relationship thou art 
are a brother of Kuber, the treasurer of gods and the son of the same sage by another 
wife, and hence thou art related to both Kuber as well as the gods. So therefore, thou 
ought to be careful with what thou doest. 

Why truly, if thou wert like other demons, thou wouldn’t have bothered to 
follow the instructions of the Vedas, for demons are against them as a general rule. It 
shows that thou are awarest of thine noble birth and lineage. So then, what has 
happened to thee now that thou act so rashly and against thine own very nature? Why 
do thou give an excuse to Fate to push thee to the fire of hell by doing aught in 
reckless anger that violates the limits of tolerance and nullifies all the merit that has 
accrued to thee for thy diligently observing the tenets of the Vedas and performing 
great fire sacrifices all thine life? 

Ponder over what I have said; weigh all the pros and cons, the losses and the 
gains, before acting rashly in any manner, for me thinks that thou hast much to lose 
and little to gain, and thou therefore ought naught to do something without due 
diligence. ] 


HAPARA: Hel 2cjraeríéreestar | 
SRAM: MSA UF SCA Wa A SAV | 
YRR oaDt eftgfareerep: A oud Il Evil 
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ddl gara Beal fordfóc aa: AART ufererar MAT: | 
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sf AGRARIA JAA ARIS GGUS oad: 
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anekagunasampannah katham strivadhamicchasi i 

asmabhih sahito yuddhe hatva ramam ca laksmanam | 

prapsyase janakim Sighramityuktah sa nyavartata ıı 671 

tato duratma suhrda niveditam vacah sudharmyam pratigrhya ravanah | 
grham jagamasu $uca vimüdhadhih punah sabham ca prayayau suhrdvrtah ıı 
681 


iti Srimadadhyatmaramayane umamahesvarasamvade yuddhakande navamah 
sargah ıı 911 


67-68. Being endowed with so many virtues and respecting so many moral values, 
how can you ever think of killing a woman (specially when she is unarmed and 
already distressed)? Accompanied by all of us, you will soon kill Sri Ram and 
Laxman in the war, and then you can have Janki (Sita) (as a trophy of war). 

[To wit, if you can have Sita by conquest, why should you dirty your hands by 
killing a woman? Will it not make you infamous in the world; will it not give your 
name a blot that you vented your frustration on an unarmed lady when you could not 
vanquish her husband in the battle-field? Would it not nullify instantly the glory that 
you have so diligently acquired by your famed conquests when you had successfully 
trounced even the mighty gods? Have patience for a while. Be sure that we, the 
mighty demons, will soon defeat your enemy, and then you can rightly claim that lady 
for whom you had taken so much trouble. You will lose your trophy if you act 
recklessly now. What's the use?]" 

When Ravana was thus dissuaded by his minister from acting rashly in haste, 
he checked himself and returned back (67). 

The wicked and pervert Ravana, being greatly confounded, disturbed and 
confused by the developments, as he was already under great mental stress and 
overwhelmed with grief at the loss of his son Meghnad, could not think rationally 
himself. So he meekly accepted whatever advice that was given to him by his well- 
wisher (the minister Suparshava), all the more because this advice seemed logical to 
him, and was in accordance with established rules of behaviour and code of conduct 
meant for a person of his stature and birth. 

Thereafter, he went back home. Next day he went to the royal court; he was 
accompanied by his well-wishers (68). 


Thus ends Canto 9 of Lanka Kand of Adhyatma Ramayan, that narrates the 
conversation between Lord Shiva and his consort goddess Uma. 
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Section 18.2.2: Adhyatma Ramayan, Lanka/Yudha Kand, Canto 10, verse 
nos. 1-61:- 


GOTH: ST: |l 

ofiararód zara | 

A fearel AAAA gist: Be Agf: | 
PRR ersaforecredi 218131: 218 WAAL II LII 
ATA: AMANN: Yodctoalsrarorcia | 

adt AAN fed: Ad A ASRI Be i ll 
Jae wsdl forsdecitgvranvior asst | 
aR RA goi ufddor GM: II 3I 


IIda$amah sargah ıı 

Srimahadeva uvāca | 

sa vicarya sabhamadhye raksasaih saha mantribhih | 
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svayam ramena nihatastiksnabanena vaksasi | 
vyathitastvaritam lankam pravivesa dasananah ıı 31 


1-3. Lord Shiva said—'Oh Parvati! Then he (Ravana) discussed the situation with 
other demons and ministers present in the court. Deciding on a final course of action, 
he collected all the remaining demons that had survived the war till now, and headed 
to the battle-field to face Raghav (Lord Sri Ram) (1), just like the moth is 
accompanied by other insects when it heads towards a flame to get burnt in the fire. 

Lord Ram engaged all the demons who had accompanied Ravana and killed 
them in the battle that followed. (2) 

The 10-headed one (Ravana) was gravely hurt himself by sharp arrows shot by 
Sri Ram which hit him in his chest. Being thus gravely wounded, Ravana immediately 
returned back to the fort of Lanka (3). 
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drstva ramasya bahuśah paurusam cāpyamānuşam | 
ravano marutescaiva Sighram Sukrantikam yayau II 411 
namaskrtya dasagrivah Sukram prafjalirabravit | 
bhagavan raghavenaivam lanka raksasayuthapaih ıı 511 
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vinasita mahadaitya nihatah putrabandhavah | 
katham me duhkhasandohastvayi tisthati sadgurau it 611 


4-6. Awed and dumbfounded when he noted that both Lord Sri Ram and Maruti 
(Hanuman) were doing countless super-human deeds that defied his imagination’, 
Ravana wasted no time as he hurriedly went to his Guru Sukracharya (to seek his 
advice on the future course of action) (4). 

The 10-necked Ravana (daSagrivah) bowed before him with reverence and 
said with folded hands, 'Oh Lord! Raghav (Sri Ram) has destroyed the whole city of 
Lanka along with the chief commanders of the demon army, great demon warriors, 
their sons, relatives and friends. How come we have reached such a miserable and 
sorrowful state of affairs while having you as our true Guru’? (5-6). 


[Note—'Ravana was utterly confused and at his wits end to observe how easily his 
mighty demon army, that was reputed to be virtually invincible, was being routed so 
quickly by Lord Ram and Hanuman. So he rushed to his Guru named Sukracharya to 
report the matter and seek advice. 


*Ravana politely admonished his guru Sukracharya, saying that the latter is doing 
nothing to prevent such a catastrophic sequence of events from happening. Why is he 
not doing or devising some way to help the demons as a true and honest guru ought to 
do; why is not being loyal to the race which has always revered him as its guide and 
well-wisher? 

Remember: Sukracharya is said to be the Guru, a moral preceptor, teacher and 
advisor, of the demon race, just like Brihaspati is for the Gods. | 
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homam kuru prayatnena rahasi tvam dasanana i 71 
yadi vighno na ceddhome tarhi homanalotthitah i 811 
mahan rathasca vahasca capatünirasayakah | 

sambhavisyanti tairyuktastvamajeyo bhavisyasi ıı 911 


7-9. When the 10-headed Ravana (da$anana) pleaded remorsefully in this manner, 
the Guru of demons decided to help his disciple. So he prescribed the following way 
(by which Ravana could fulfill his objectives and achieve success in his endeavours): 
'Oh the 10-headed one! In whatever way it is possible for you, go to a secluded place 
and perform a fire sacrifice (7). If there is no interference in it (i.e. if you are able to 
complete the fire sacrifice successfully), then out of it shall emerge a large chariot, 
horses, a bow, a quiver and arrows. Once you get them, you would become 
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unconquerable and invincible. [So go immediately, and perform this victory begetting 
fire sacrifice.] (8-9). 
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grhana mantran maddattan gaccha homam kuru drutam | 
ityuktastvaritam gatva ravano raksasadhipah ıı 1011 
guham patalasadrsim mandire sve cakara ha | 
lankadvarakapatadi baddhva sarvatra yatnatah i 111 
homadravyani sampadya yanyuktanyabhicarike | 

guham pravi$ya caikante mauni homam pracakrame ıı 1211 


10-12. Accept the Mantras (a group of letters, syllables, words or phrases having 
magical powers) which I give you for this purpose, and go and perform the fire 
sacrifice using them immediately’. 

When Sukracharya had advised this to Ravana, the king of demons (10), the 
latter went away and returned to his palace, where he got a deep pit (in the form of an 
underground bunker or a cavern) constructed underneath it. 

Then he got all the gates and entrance points firmly closed shut (i.e. he 
ensured that they were properly bolted and sealed, double-checked and secured them, 
and then appointed guards to man them) (11). 

Having done this, he thoughtfully collected all the different items required for 
doing such fire sacrifices as prescribed in the scriptures, and then entered the cave he 
had got ready. 

Once inside, he selected a remote part of the cavern, and sitting down quietly 
there, he engaged himself in performing the prescribed sacrifice by observing due 
diligence and remaining focused on the task at hand (12). 
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13-14. Then Ravana's younger brother (Vibhishan) saw a huge column of smoke 
rising in the sky', and he became alarmed (because it clearly hinted to him that 
Ravana was doing a sacrifice to gain victory in the war). 

He showed that plume of smoke coming out of the fire sacrifice to Sri Ram 
(13). He (Vibhishan) said, 'Oh Lord Sri Ram! Look there; the 10-necked Ravana has 
started performing a fire sacrifice. If it is completed successfully, without any 
interference or hindrance, then he shall become unconquerable and invincible” (14). 


[Note—'The cave, cavern or pit had a chimney or vent to let the smoke emanating 
from the fire of the sacrifice to escape. This plume of smoke was seen by Vibhishan. 
It may also have been drifting towards Sri Ram's camp because of wind blowing that 
way. The aromatic herbs used as offering to the fire further confirmed the fact that it 
was not an accidental fire somewhere in Lanka, but a sacrificial ritual. Vibhishan got 
alarmed as he knew such things well, and was also aware that Ravana used to perform 
such sacrifices when he was faced with uncertainties in his many military campaigns. 

Earlier, it is the same way that Vibhishan had realized that Meghnad was 
performing a fire sacrifice to gain victory in the battle. Refer: Adhyatma Ramayan, 
Lanka Kand, Canto 8, verse nos. 57-60. 


“In Section 18.1 of this Chapter, that describes the death and deliverance of Ravana as 
narrated in Tulsidas’ epic ‘Ram Charit Manas’, we have also read that Ravana 
performed a fire sacrifice to gain victory in the war, and that Vibhishan had got wind 
of it and immediately alerted Lord Ram about it. But there is no mention about ‘who 
advised Ravana to do this fire sacrifice, what would he gain by doing it, and how 
Vibhishan came to know of it’. {Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Doha no. 
84—to Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes Doha no. 85. 

These questions are answered here—(i) It was advised by Ravana’s Guru 
Sukracharya; (ii) It would provide him with certain war paraphernalia, such as a 
chariot, horses, bows, arrows, quiver etc., that would make him invincible if he 
succeeds in completing the sacrifice, and (iii) Vibhishan got a hint of this sacrifice 
when he saw a thick plume of smoke rising high in the sky, and also when he could 
smell the aroma of certain herbs used for the purpose of making offerings in the 
sacrifice when the wind blew the smoke in the direction of Lord Ram’s camp. | 
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ato vighnaya homasya presayasu harisvaran | 
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15-16. Hence, it is prudent and necessary for you to dispatch the commanders of the 
monkey army as soon as possible to create obstacles in the completion of the fire 
sacrifice (for otherwise Ravana would never be defeated)’. 
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Saying ‘alright’, Sri Ram consulted Sugriv, and ordered Angad, Hanuman and 
other great, valiant and strong warriors to proceed forthwith on the mission’. All of 
them leapt across the ramparts of the city wall (i.e. the fort of Lanka), and quickly 
reached Ravan's palace (15-16). 


[Note—'It will be noted that Ravana and Meghnad had got a taste of their own 
medicine. They were used to defiling the fire sacrifices of sages, hermits and seers. 
Though this ordering of destruction of a fire sacrifice was not a good act for Lord 
Ram to do, as he was an upholder of righteousness and supporter of good deeds, but 
we must remember that he was fighting a war with a cunning and evil enemy, and that 
wars have different set of rules as compared to peaceful times when conditions are 
normal. 

Besides this, the Lord wished to give a message that a thorn has to be plucked 
out by another thorn or a needle; it was a literal tit-for-tat for the demons who had 
been relentlessly defiling fire sacrifices of sages. 

It also shows that when all means to avoid confrontation were exhausted, 
when the wicked, the pervert, the rascal and the unrighteous evil fellows who were 
embodiments of every imaginable forms of sin and cruelty, would not see reason and 
mend their ways, then for the larger good of the world, in the larger interest of 
restoring order and peace in this world, the Lord had no other alternative but to 
administer a bitter medicine to the demons to which they were so accustomed. Drastic 
situations need equally drastic remedies, for oftentimes it does become imperative to 
use harsh methods for the larger interest of the society and humanity. If the carrot 
doesn't work, the stick has to be oftentimes used. 

If the Lord would have shown mercy and compassion—which is actually his 
habit and wont—on these cruel demons, then it would have meant that multitudes 
would have continued to suffer due to the wickedness of a handful of evil creatures. 
So it was better to sacrifice such cruel creatures and salvage the boat of peaceful and 
harmonious existence rather than pretending to be righteous and let the humanity at 
large suffer. Being a King and Lord of the universe and a caretaker of its inhabitants, 
it was morally bound on Sri Ram to protect his suffering subjects from the cruelty and 
tyranny unleashed by Ravana and his kith and kin. 

So the ordering of the destruction of Ravana’s fire sacrifice should be seen in 
this context. ] 
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dasakotyah plavanganam gatvā mandirarakşakān | 
cürnayamasura$vam$ca gajamsca nyahanan ksanat ii 171 
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vibhisanasya bharya sa homasthanamasucayat ıı 1811 


17-18. Those 10 crore’ monkeys crushed (trounced and defeated) the guards of the 
palace, and killed numerous horses and elephants in a very short while (17). 
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[There was a great tumult throughout the night in Lanka as the monkeys 
rampaged wildly through the city.] As soon as it was dawn, the wife of Vibhishan, 
whose name was Sarma, indicated the place of the sacrifice by a gesture of her hands. 
[To wit, Sarma showed the monkeys the trap-door leading to the cavern where 
Ravana was doing his fire sacrifice.]^ (18). 


[Note—'l Crore = 10 million. Poets and bards are accustomed to using hyperbole 
while describing events. So what actually is meant here is ‘multitudes of monkey 
warriors’; or ‘a large number of monkey warriors’; or ‘hundreds of monkey warriors’. 


*This is how ‘the enemy within’ betrays. Ravana's bad times had made him forget 
about Sarma, or perhaps he regarded her as irrelevant, someone who did not require 
any special attention. It proved fatal for him. Ravana should have imprisoned her as 
soon as he kicked Vibhishan out of Lanka. This slight miss in his radar of prudence, 
coupled with a faulty strategy of neglecting a traitor’s wife, resulted in the whole 
planning to win a ruthless war came tumbling down like a pack of cards. He should 
have, at the least, put her under strict guard of trusted female demons to monitor all 
her activities; he should have suspected her because her husband, Vibhishan, had 
turned out to be a traitor. This was a big blunder from the strategic point of view that 
Ravana made and never lived to regret. 

But at the same time it also proves how tolerant and accepting he was. 
Vibhishan had offended him, so there was no reason he had though why he should 
punish his wife for it. If we be neutral observers then this point must not miss us, and 
we will be inclined to empathise with Ravana that when the time was in his favour 
everyone raised a toast for his health, but when the tide of time turned against him 
then even those whom he never offended or harmed or suspected turned against him, 
such as Sarma in this case who was not punished or harmed in any way just because 
her husband Vibhishan had become a betrayer and a traitor by turning hostile to his 
own brother Ravana, who was also the king of the demon race. ] 
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19-20. The most strong and valorous Angad kicked aside and broke to pieces the 
heavy stone which was put at the entrance of the cave to block it. Then he entered the 
deep pit or cavern (where Ravana was performing his fire sacrifice) (19). 

There he saw the 10-headed one (Ravana) sitting cross-legged in a meditative 
posture with closed eyes. Then, on the orders of Angad, all the monkeys quickly 
trooped inside the cave (20). 
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tatra kolahalam cakrustadayanta$ca sevakan | 
sambharamsciksipustasya homakunde samantatah 11 2111 
sruvamacchidya hastacca ravanasya baladrusa | 

tenaiva safjaghanasu hanüman plavagagranih 1 2211 


21-22. The monkeys barged inside the grotto and went berserk, ransacking the cave. 
They started thrashing the servants and attendants, and created a great ruckus. They 
threw all the different items kept there for the fire sacrifice in the fire pit (21). 

Hanuman, who was leading the monkeys, snatched the ladle forcefully from 
the hands of Ravana, and hit him hard with it (using it as a baton) (22). 
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ghnanti dantai$ca kasthaiSca vanarastamitastatah | 

na jahau ravano dhyanam hato'pi vijigisaya i1 2311 
pravisyantahpure vesmanyangado vegavattarah | 
samanayatkeSabandhe dhrtva mandodarim subham 1 2411 


23-24. The monkeys were attacking Ravana from all sides, biting him with their teeth 
and hammering him with sticks. But he did not stop meditating inspite of being so 
fiercely attacked, hoping for ultimate victory (if he managed to successfully complete 
the sacrifice in the face of such aggravated insult to his self-respect) (23). 

[When they had failed to provoke him or disturb him from doing his 
meditation and continuing with the fire sacrifice, then—] Angad swiftly went inside 
the royal palace and dragged the chaste Mandodari, Ravana’s queen, out by pulling at 
her hairs; he brought her inside the cave where Ravana was doing the sacrificial ritual. 
(24). 
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vidadarangadastasyah kafijukam ratnabhusitam ıı 2511 
mukta vimuktah patitah samantadratnasaficayaih | 
Sronisutram nipatitam trutitam ratnacitritam ıı 261 


25-26. After hauling Mandodari inside the cave, Angad tore her clothes in front of 
Ravana. First he ripped off her bodice which was studded with different kinds of 
precious stones. Meanwhile, Mandodari wailed and lamented woefully and helplessly 
like a destitute (25). 

The pearls of the bodice came off; they scattered here and there on the ground 
along with the other gems that too had been ripped off. In a similar way, the gem- 
studded chastity-belt also snapped and fell on the ground! (26) 


[Note—'When all other means to make Ravana abandon his fire sacrifice had failed, 
Angad decided to do something so reprehensible and denigrating for the dignity and 
honour of Ravana that no matter how much he would try to restrain his anger he will 
no longer be able to control himself. 

So Angad went inside the royal palace and dragged his chief queen Mandodari 
out by pulling at her hairs. He hauled her inside the cave and disrobed her before her 
husband while the rest of his friends watched in amusement, and perhaps some of the 
close bodyguards of Ravana too watched in horror. 

Angad did it on purpose as he judged that it would be such a singularly 
horrifying act of insult that Ravana would be forced to break his vows and get up 
from his seat. This would mean that his fire sacrifice was disrupted. ] 
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katipradesadvisrasta nivi tasyaiva pasyatah | 
bhüsanani ca sarvani patitani samantatah ii 271 
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27-28. The garment worn by her on the lower half of her body became loose from the 
waist, and even while Ravana watched, stunned and appalled in horror, and 
overwhelmed with excess of indignation, it slid down from her waist. All her 
ornaments fell down and scattered everywhere (27). 

Similarly, out of jest and mischief, other monkeys gleefully brought there 
from the royal palace numerous other maidens belonging to the Gods and Gandharvas 
(who had been forcefully kept by Ravana as his mistresses). 

At the sight of this awful spectacle of mass disrobing and dishonouring of the 
women of the royal household, Mandodari began weeping and lamenting gravely in 
front of Ravana (28). 


[Note—Angad tried to violate the modesty of Mandodari to instigate Ravana. Though 
it was a most outrageous and shocking incident to have been perpetrated by Angad, it 
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was part of the job to cause hindrance in the completion of Ravana's fire sacrifice. 
Success in stopping Ravana from completing the fire sacrifice was of paramount 
importance, because it was a do or die situation in a war, and no chances could be 
taken. So goes the saying: “Everything is fair in war and love”. Caution and scruples 
is always a casualty in these two situations. ] 
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krosanti karunam dina jagada dasakandharam | 
nirlajjo'si parairevam keSapase vikrsyate ıı 291 

bharya tavaiva puratah kim juhosi na lajjase | 
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29-31. She (Mandodari) became horrified; she felt helpless and hapless, miserable 
and pitiful, and wept and wailed most woefully. She shuddered in anger as she minced 
no words to sternly rebuke her 10-shouldered husband Ravana (daSakandharam), 
saying contemptuously: 'Alas! You are very shameless fellow. Your enemies are 
pulling your wife by her hairs, and you are trying to complete your fire sacrifice as if 
nothing matters. Aren't you ashamed of yourself? A person whose wife is humiliated 
and insulted in public, and her modesty so openly violated by his enemies committing 
such a ignoble act right in front of the person who calls himself her husband, while he 
watches such a heinous crime being perpetrated right before his nose, such an 
impotent husband should die then and there, for he has no right to live. 

Oh Meghnad, my dear son! Alas, today your mother is being subjected to such 
horrible humiliation at the hands of these wicked monkeys (and your father does 
nothing to save her honour)! [I say on oath that had you been alive, this would not 
have happened. But alas, you are no more with me to protect your poor mother, and I 
am left to the mercy of fate. Why didn’t I die the moment you left me; why didn’t you 
take me along with you to the other world?] (29-31). 
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$rutva taddevitam raja mandodarya dasananah | 
uttasthau khadgamadaya tyaja devimiti bruvan i 331 


32-33. (Oh son!) If you had been alive, why would I have had to suffer so much? My 
husband has turned his face away from shame as well as from his wife in order to 
save his own life (because he thinks that by completing the fire sacrifice and 
appeasing the goddess Nikumbhi he would become invincible, so that his enemy may 
not kill him even if the same enemy would have no compunctions in disrobing his 
wife and dishonouring her right before his eyes)' (32). 

Hearing this acerbic taunt and the mournful laments of Mandodari, the 10- 
headed Ravana (daSananah) lost his patience, and stood up indignantly with a sword 
in hand, saying disgustfully: 'Oh you rascals! Leave this lady alone.' (33). 
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34-35. As soon as he got up, the 10-headed one Ravana kicked Angad violently on 
the small of his back. Meanwhile, all other monkeys ransacked the fire sacrifice, and 
departed immediately from there (34). 

Successfully completing their mission, all of them presented themselves 
before Sri Ram; they were very cheerful and elated at their success (35). 


[Note—As soon as Ravana got up from his seat, which meant that his meditation and 
the strict vows that he was supposed to keep while performing the fire sacrifice were 
disrupted, the monkeys immediately stopped harassing Mandodari and other ladies of 
his royal household. It implies that they had no real intention of outraging their 
modesty, for they had done so only to provoke Ravana and make him stop his fire 
sacrifice. They had no actual intent to violate the chastity and modesty of Ravana's 
women, but what they did, though truly a reprehensible act, was surely a tactic of war. 
Though disgusting, this measure had become necessary for Angad because otherwise 
Ravana's fire sacrifice could not have been stopped, and then he would have become 
invincible in the theatre of war.] 
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daivadhinamidam bhadre jivata kim na drsyate | 
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36-37. Ravana became philosophical as he consoled his wife, saying: 'Oh Bhadre (i.e. 
a gentle and chaste lady)! All this sorrow and joy are dependent upon destiny; it ought 
to be obvious to any wise living being. Oh my lady with wide charming eyes 
(visalaksi)! By becoming aware of this established wisdom, you must stop lamenting, 
regretting, feeling remorseful and sorrowful! (36). 

All sorts of sorrows, sadness, remorse, misery, gloom, dismay etc., have their 
origin in ignorance; they arise because the creature is unaware of the reality and he 
lacks true wisdom. For in all sooth, ignorance and lack of wisdom creates a false 
sense of attachment with the gross body and its sense organs, for the truth is that these 
entities are not conscious entities like one’s Atma, one’s ‘self’, is; and therefore this 
false sense of attachment unnecessarily makes the ‘true self of the creature feel 
affected by what happens to the body? (37) 


[Note—'Destiny decides what would happen in one’s life. It is hard to change it. So it 
is futile to cry over misfortunes and rejoice over good fortunes. One must accept both 
with equanimity, fortitude, calmness and poise. This attitude will help a creature to 
tide over the greatest of misfortunes and adverse circumstances. Wailing and 
lamenting and cursing are of no avail, for what is destined to happen will happen. 
Stoic forbearance and tolerance is the bold way out, not buckling to the pressure 
tactics of Destiny as it would mean weakness of character. 


?To wit, the body of a creature is gross, while the Atma, which is the true self of the 
creature, is subtle and sublime. The body is perishable, while the Atma is eternal. The 
Atma is eternally blissful, while the body is full of misery and pain. The body is not 
the true identity of a living being; his true identity is his Atma which is pure 
consciousness. 

So therefore, only a fool would think that he is feeling miserable and suffering 
from pain as these negative emotions are limited to his gross body alone, and they do 
not affect his Atma, which is not only his ‘true self’ but is also eternally blissful and 
happy. 

To regard these two entities, the body and the Atma, as one and the same is the 
root cause of all pain and misery. A wise man would understand that they are two 
independent entities; while the Atma is his true self and pure consciousness, the body 
is gross and inane. | 
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ajfianaprabhava hyete janmamrtyujaradayah | 
atma tu kevalam suddho vyatirikto hyalepakah ıı 3911 


38-39. This false sense of belonging or identification of the soul with the external, 
gross body is at the root of all illusions that create all deceptive relationships that exist 
in the mortal world of transmigration, such as of one being someone's son, wife or 
any other kind of kinship. 

These relations and the attachments they create are the cause of all emotions, 
such as that of joy and happiness on one hand, and of grief, sorrow, regret, misery and 
lamentation on the other hand. It also leads to other negative traits such as anger, 
greed, delusions, envy and jealousy (38). 

The stages in a creature’s life, such as birth, death and decay (i.e. old age and 
its related problems of the body) are all due to ignorance— because the ignorant 
creature thinks the body to be his ‘true self or his true identity, whereas the fact is 
that it is not his gross body but his Atma (pure conscious soul) that is his true identity. 
And this Atma never takes a birth, gets old or dies as it is an eternal and constant 
entity. So therefore, where is the cause of one having ‘three stages of life’? 

Similarly, the Atma is eternally blissful and happy, so where is the cause of 
one suffering from sorrows and grief? And consequently, where is the cause of the 
Atma separately feeling happy or cheerful when it is inherently possessed of these 
virtues? (39). 
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anandarüpo jfianatma sarvabhavavivarjitah | 
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idanimeva gacchami hatva ramam salaksmanam ıı 4111 
agamisyami no cenmam darayisyati sayakaih | 
$riramo vajrakalpaisca tato gacchami tatpadam ıı 4211 


40-42. That Atma is an embodiment of wisdom and enlightenment; it is blissful and 
graceful; it is free from all feelings, emotions or sentiments pertaining to this mortal 
world. That Atma, which is an embodiment of Truth, does not have a union or 
separation with anybody or anything (and hence it does not suffer in any way) (40). 

Oh the eternal, blissful one (a reference to Mandodari, albeit to her Ama 
which was her true identity, and not her physical body)'! Forsake all your emotions of 
sorrow, lamentations, grieving, mourning and gloom of all kind (tyaja 
Sokamanindite)! Realise the true nature of your soul (Atma), and become cheerful. 

I am going right now to the battle-field. Either I shall return victorious after 
killing my enemy Sri Ram and Laxman (his brother) (41), or Sri Ram will perforate 
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me and cut me into pieces (kill me) by his arrows which are as strong as Vajra (also 
“Bajra”; Indra's weapon). If the latter happens, then I shall attain emancipation and 
deliverance by going to the Lord's own abode and residing near his holy feet 
(gacchami tatpadam)’ (42). 


[Note— Ravana is addressing the ‘true self" of Mandodari, which in the context of his 
discourse is obviously her Atma, and not her physical body. And since the Atma is 
eternal and blissful, Ravana addresses her with these epithets to remind her to 
abandon her grieving, and become happy. 


?Ravana is very clear in his mind. It is that either he would win the war by getting rid 
of his enemy, or dying himself like a valiant warrior. In the latter case, he is sure to go 
to heaven. Why is he so sure of ‘going to heaven’ when everyone knows that he was a 
sinful demon? 

Well, herein lies the wonderful trick! Anyone who has carefully read and 
understood his discourse for Mandodari would easily understand what he means. AII 
the sins and evil deeds were done by Ravana's ‘gross body which was in the form of a 
demon’, but this body was ‘not his true self’. Who or what was his ‘true self? or ‘true 
identity’? It was his ‘Atma, his soul’ which is pure consciousness, holy and divine. 

So therefore, though seemingly committing great sins and evil deeds by his 
gross body of a demon, Ravana’s soul remained pure within, and it is of this soul that 
he is now talking about going to heaven. Once his demonic gross body was fell by the 
arrows of Lord Ram, his Atma would be freed from the cage in which it had been 
trapped, and once out of it, the Atma would revert to its primary form of cosmic 
Consciousness. This is what Ravana hints at here. ] 
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uvaca natha me vakyam $rnu satyam tatha kuru i 441 


43-44. [Expressing his last wish, in case he dies in the battle-field, Ravana tells 
Mandodari—] 'Oh my dear! If by mischance I die in the battle-field, I command you 
to do one thing, and treat it as my last wish. You must kill Sita’ and then enter the 
funeral pyre with my dead body’.’ (43) 

Hearing these words of Ravana, Mandodari became very distressed, dismayed 
and gloomy. She said, 'Oh my Lord! I tell you what is proper and fit under the present 
circumstances. Please pay heed to my advise and be wise to do accordingly” (44). 


[Note—'There is nothing surprising in this wish of Ravana. This is a strategy usually 
followed by kings who are despots and tyrants—let not the enemy get what is 
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considered a prized trophy of war; let not the enemy gain complete victory by denying 
him access of something for which he had fought the war. 

By getting rid of Sita, Ravana wished to ensure that Sri Ram would be 
wringing his hands in utmost disgust, abject frustration, excessive of distress and 
dismay after the initial euphoria of winning the battle when he finds that Sita is dead. 
It would prove disastrous for the victor Sri Ram—for inspite of having won physical 
victory over Ravana in the battle, he would have actually lost the war because Sita, 
for whom the war was waged, would not be found alive. 


"Ravana also wished to ensure that Mandodari is not subjected to grave insult and 
torture when the invading army finds out that Sita— for whom the whole war took 
place in the first place—is no more. It is very possible that they would wreak 
vengeance on Mandodari. Ravana’s assumptions are not out of place after what 
Angad and his companions did to her to disrupt Ravana’s fire sacrifices in verse nos. 
24-28. Ravana feared for the worst. 

But as it eventually happened, Mandodari did not keep his last wish. This is 
probably because Ravana had said so in a fit of disgust and rage, not with a cool head 
and rational thinking. It was a reckless instruction given at the time when he was 
under great emotional stress, and on the verge of losing everything. At such times one 
is apt to become irrational in one’s thinking and words. 

One is left to wonder the course the story of Ramayan would have taken had 
Mandodari carried out Ravana’s last wish of killing Sita and burning herself in his 
funeral pyre! What would have then happened? How would Lord Ram return 
triumphantly and victoriously to Ayodhya after 14 years of exile during which he was 
proclaimed to have won a vicious war of Lanka that so much glorified him? Surely, if 
Sita would have been killed by Mandodari to honour her husband’s last wish, the 
story would have ended in a complete different note. 

But one thing cannot be denied: Mandodari had committed an error by not 
obeying the last wish of her husband. Though ordering of ‘killing of Sita’ was a 
wrong wish of Ravana, as it only indicated his frustration and perverted mind, and 
nothing else, so it was okay that Mandodari neglected it. But at least she could have 
carried out the other part of his instructions that was proper and fit, and certainly not 
out of order—which was ‘to burn herself along with his dead body’. It is because for a 
chaste wife of a warrior king, life after her husband dies in a war is not worth an 
honourable living; the scriptures that deal with such matters as well as established 
traditions endorse it. It is thus prescribed so that her dignity, chastity, honour and self- 
respect are not compromised in the least after her husband is no more to protect her. It 
is to protect her honour from prying eyes of other ill-intentioned men who care little 
about propriety and probity as long as their passions are satisfied, and a helpless 
widow is their easy target. 


*Please refer to verse nos. 55-61 herein below which clearly state the reason why 
Ravana did not pay heed to Mandodari’s entreaty and advice to cease hostility. It also 
shows that he was certain of death, even determined to embrace it, and lays down the 
reasons why he wished Mandodari to die with him. He wished that all those who were 
associated with him must be killed in the presence of Sri Ram about whom he was 
convinced was the supreme Lord himself. 

With this thinking as a backdrop of the war, one concludes that Ravana was 
being very wise in all his actions and deeds. In fact, by getting the sinful demons 
killed at the hands of the Lord God in the physical form of Lord Sri Ram, Ravana had 
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ensured their spiritual well-being and eternal life; he had laid the ground for liberation 
and deliverance of his whole race which otherwise would have continued to suffer 
due to the excess of sinful life its members had been leading. The souls of the demons 
were cleaned of all the sins and the consequences of the evil deeds done by them 
when they were killed in the war with Lord Ram, as a result of which all of them 
attained emancipation and salvation. Their souls found eternal peace and rest. ] 


ATÀ of WA! Sid Cael Aloe: Poro | 
Wal Saaz: Alsirygalou Swear: II vll 
AceAl 3IcdI UA Meu Aol dazad Ya: | 
RA AMciugsel WA! APANC: Il vll 


Sakyo na raghavo jetum tvaya canyaih kadacana | 

ramo devavarah saksatpradhanapurusesvarah ıı 4511 
matsyo bhütva pura kalpe manum vaivasvatam prabhuh | 
raraksa sakalapadbhyo raghavo bhaktavatsalah 11 4611 


45-46. Raghav (Sri Ram) cannot be conquered by you or anybody else at any time. 
Sri Ram is the supreme and the almighty Lord of the world; he is supreme Purush (the 
cosmic Being; the Supreme Lord); and he is the Lord of all the Gods (45). 

Raghav (Sri Ram), who is beloved of his devotees, and he is benevolent and 
munificent towards them, had assumed the form of the legendary Fish and protected 
Vaivastamanu! from all his troubles at the beginning of this Kalpa (one cycle of 
creation and destruction) (46). 


[Note— It refers to the Fish incarnation of Lord Vishnu; it is called the *Matsya 
Avatar'. In this incarnation as a Fish or Matsya, which is the first of ten divine 
incarnations of Vishnu, the Lord is said to have saved Manu, the progenitor of 
mankind, and the Saptarishis (the seven mental sons of the creator Brahma) along 
with their wives during the dooms-day deluge. They were made to board a boat which 
was pulled by this Fish and saved from being drowned. They re-populated the world 
later on. It is a story identical to the Biblical story of the Noah's Arc.] 
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47-48. Lord Sri Ram was the one who had become (or manifested himself as) the 
legendary Tortoise’ with a body extending up to 1 lakh (100 thousand) Yojans (i.e. 
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800 thousand miles approximately). At the time of the churning of the legendary 
ocean, it was he (in the form of the Tortoise) who had borne the huge mountain called 
Sumeru on his back (47). 

During another of the earlier (ancient) times, he had assumed the form of the 
legendary Boar’, and this great Soul had slayed the demon Hiranyaksha, who was 
very wicked and pervert, to liberate the earth from his clutches (48). 


[Note— It is the second incarnation of Vishnu. The Lord had supported the legendary 
Mountain called Mandara, also known as Sumeru, which had started sinking during 
the churning of the ocean by the Gods and the Demons in search of Amrit, the elixir 
of eternal and life. 


“It is the third incarnation of Vishnu in which he killed the demon Hiranyaaksha and 
lifted the earth from the flood water where it had vanished. According to some 
versions, this demon had hidden the earth in the bowls of the ocean. This extrication 
and resurrection of the earth is a symbolic way of saying that the Lord saves the 
creation from being submerged in the vast ocean of sins and evil. An Upanishad 
preached by Lord Varaaha appears in the Krishna Yajur Veda tradition as its 30" 
Upanishad. The female aspect of Varaaha is known as Goddess Vaaraahi.] 
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trilokakantakam daityam hiranyakasipum pura | 
hatavannarasimhena vapusa raghunandanah ıı 4911 
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49-50. This Raghunandan (Lord Sri Ram) had killed the cruel demon Hiranyakshipu, 
who was like a thorn for all the three divisions of the world (celestial, terrestrial and 
subterranean worlds), by assuming the body of half-man half-lion'. [This incarnation 
of the Lord was called ‘Narsingh’ or ‘Nirsingh’.] (49). 

The same one who is the most exalted in king Raghu's race of Ayodhya (i.e. 
Lord Sri Ram) had tied king Bali’, measured the whole of the world in his three giants 
steps, and then returned it to Indra, the king of gods, who was the Lord’s follower, 
being the Lord’s subordinate and servant. [This refers to the Dwarf incarnation of 
Lord Vishnu.] (50). 


[Note—'Lord Nrisingh or Narsingh is the half lion and half man incarnation of Lord 
Vishnu to slay the demon Hiranyakashipu who had been tormenting Prahalad, his son, 
because the latter worshipped and had devotion for Lord Vishnu whom the demon 
loathed. In this incarnation, the Lord appeared from the pillar to which the innocent 
lad was tied by the demon to prove to him the omnipresence and all-pervading form 
of the Supreme Being. Nrisingh is a personification of the grand virtues of dynamism, 
power, energy, valour and strength, and hence is worshipped by warriors and rulers in 


1891 


general. The Mantra of this Lord is believed to be very powerful and effective against 
enemies and opponents. 

Lord Nrisingh is the fourth incarnation of the Supreme Being who had taken 
various forms to ward off and overcome evil forces in creation when they become 
ascendant and overcame the good and the righteous. The Lord did this to maintain 
order in the creation which is like his offspring. 


?This is the fifth incarnation of Vishnu and an ancient one, for it took place in Sata 
Yuga, the 1* era of the 4-era cycle of creation and destruction according to Hindu 
scriptures. The Sata Yuga is also called the age of the Vedas as it was during this 
epoch the ancient scriptures known as the Vedas came into being and their hymns 
were primarily used to perform sacred fire sacrifices. 

Hence, being an ancient incarnation of Lord Vishnu, Vaaman finds mention in 
the Vedas too—e.g. in Shatpath Brahman, 1/1/5; Taitteriya Brahman, 1/6/1; and 
Taitteriya Sanhita, 2/1/3. 

When the great King Bali, the grandson of Prahalad for whom Vishnu had 
incarnated as Nrisingh, conquered the entire world and deprived Indra, the king of 
Gods who ruled over the heavens, Vishnu had taken the dwarfish form of a Brahmin 
mendicant to retrieve the heaven for Indra when he was requested by Aditi, the 
mother of Gods, to do so. He approached Bali, who was famous for his charities, as a 
*Vaaman' or a dwarf, and begged him for ground sufficient enough to be covered by 
his three small steps. When the unsuspecting Bali agreed, Vaaman measured the 
entire earth and the nether world with one step, the heaven with the second step, and 
for the third step he measured Bali's own head symbolizing the crown of the kingdom 
of Bali. 

To wit, when Bali found that he was cornered as he could not fulfil the word 
given to a Brahmin, because the land for the third step was not available, he offered 
himself to be tied and enslaved by Lord Vaaman as a punishment for unfulfilled vow. 
So Lord Vaaman gracefully put his third step on Bali's head, which though appeared 
to be a punishment but was actually a blessing in disguise. 

From then onwards, Lord Vishnu is also called ‘Trivikram’—one who 
conquered the three worlds in three steps. 

However, the Lord was very pleased with Bali's principles of keeping one's 
words even at the cost of allowing himself to be a slave of the Lord. So even though 
Lord Vaaman put his leg on Bali's head, thereby pushing him into the nether world, 
yet the Lord is so kind and gracious that he saw the injustice that was done to Bali, a 
magnanimous and righteous King who had stood firm in his vow of making charity, 
and never rescinded on his commitment inspite of losing his crown and self-respect. 

So therefore, the Lord made him the king of the nether world, and himself 
took up the job of protecting him there as his gate-keeper.] 
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sa eva sampratam jato raghuvamse paratparah | 
bhavadarthe raghusrestho manusatvamupagatah ıı 5211 


51-52. When the demons assumed the form of Kshatriyas (warrior kings) and began 
tormenting mother earth, then the Lord manifested himself as sage Parashuram!, 
killed them many times in battle, and having won (or snatched) the earth from their 
domination (or clutches) he handed it over to sage Kashyap (a Brahmin) (51). 

Presently the same almighty Lord God of creation, who is eternal, infinite, 
almighty and unconquerable, has manifested himself as a human prince in the race of 
king Raghu of Ayodhya. He has done so for your sake’. 

[To wit, Lord Vishnu has come down as Lord Ram to punish you for the 
mischief you have been committing throughout your life just like he had done on 
other occasions I mention above.] (52) 


[Note—'This is the sixth incarnation of Vishnu. Parashuram was the youngest of the 
five sons of sage Jamdaagni and his wife Renuka. He had subdued the haughty 
Kshatriya race or the warrior race led by king Kaartavirya who had become tyrannical 
and were oppressing others. The story goes that once Jamdagni doubted the infidelity 
of his wife Renuka and therefore asked his sons to behead her. The four sons refused 
and were cursed by him, but Parashuram did as told. The father was pleased and 
asked Parashuram to request for a boon, upon which the latter requested that his 
mother be revived, his brothers be pardoned, and Jamdagni should discard his angry 
temperament. The father agreed to all. 

Jamdagni was killed by Shursena, the son of Kaartavirya-Arjuna, because the 
sage had refused to hand over the celestial cow known as Kapila to him. Extremely 
peeved by the Kshatriya race to which this king belonged, Parashuram vowed to 
eliminate the entire race from the surface of the earth as a revenge for the killing of 
his father. This was the reason why Parashuram had fought and killed thousands of 
Kshatriya to avenge the killing of his father by Kaartavirya-Arjuna. 


*Mandodari had not realised what was in the mind of her husband. She was not privy 
to his internal thoughts, which made him so outwardly stubborn. Ravana had decided 
that he would attain emancipation and salvation by the only way he knew as a 
demon—which was to wage a fierce war and get himself killed by the Supreme 
Being, instead of having to endure the long-drawn process of attaining the same 
objective by other peaceful, righteous and auspicious means as prescribed by the 
scriptures. 

There is no doubt as to this when we consider his conversation with Marich 
(Aranya Kand, Canto 6, verse nos. 30-35), his instructions to female demons whom 
he had appointed to guard Sita (Aranya Kand, Canto 7, verse no. 65), his thoughts 
when he heard of the slaying of Khar and Dushan (Sundar Kand, Canto 2, verse nos. 
15-19), as well as what he thinks in verse nos. 55-61 herein below. ] 
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tasya bharya kimartham va hrta sita vanadbalat | 
mama putravinasartham svasyapi nidhanaya ca ıı 531 
itah param va vaidehim presayasva raghuttame | 
vibhisanaya rajyam tu dattva gacchamahe vanam ıı 5411 


53-54. Why did you abduct his wife Sita from the Tapovan (Panchvati) to get my son 
(Meghanad) killed and get yourself killed too? (53). 

[It is till not too late to make amends. At least you are alive. So listen to what I 
have to say—] You should send Vaidehi (Sita) back to Lord Sri Ram even at this late 
hour. Then you will do a wise thing by anointing your brother Vibhishan on the 
throne of Lanka. After that, we two, you and me, will go to the forest as Vanprastha 
(to spend the rest of our lives doing penances and austerities for the welfare of our 
souls as ordained by the scriptures, for it would prepare us for making an honourable 
exit from the world when our end comes)' (54). 
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ramena nidhanam prapya yasyamiti param padam | 
vimucya tvam tu samsaradgamisyami saha priye 1 581 


55-58. Hearing the words of Mandodari, Ravana said 'Oh noble lady (bhadre)! After 
having had my sons (i.e., Akshay Kumar, Meghanad), brother (Kumbhakarna) and all 
the demon warriors slayed in the battle, how can I ever dream of spending my life in 
the forest as a forest-dwelling hermit doing penances? 

There is no choice left for me now but to fight to the end with Sri Ram. I know 
that I shall be wounded and pierced by his swift arrows. But that would ensure I go to 
the abode of Lord Vishnu (i.e. to heaven). 

I understand and I recognise that Raghav (Sri Ram) is Lord Vishnu himself, 
and Janki (Sita) is goddess Laxmi (the consort of Lord Vishnu). With this full 
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understanding, and being well aware of it, I had purposely brought Sita forcibly from 
the forest (55-57) so that I can die at the hands of Sri Ram, and as a consequence 
attain his (Lord Vishnu’s) supreme abode. 

Oh dear! Now I shall take your leave and exit from this mundane delusory 
world of transmigration very happily and gladly and willingly. Nay, I will not go 
alone, but I shall take along with me all my faithful followers (i.e. the demons) who 
had been loyal to me all through (58). 


[Note—'This is Ravana’s open confession. It shows that he was firm in his resolve to 
get all the male demons attain liberation and deliverance for their tormented souls by 
making them fight unto death in this war. 

It also shows that he was not a selfish king who would seek spiritual rewards 
only for himself, but a generous and magnanimous ruler who wished to share with his 
fellow citizens this great reward like the way he had shared with them the spoils of his 
previous wars. 

The question is: what happened to the female demons who survived their male 
companions? Well, many of them had perished in the fierce fire lit by Hanuman when 
he was burning Lanka—apropos: Adhyatma Ramayan, Sundar Kand, Canto 4, verse 
nos. 43-44. As a result, only the righteous members of the demon race had survived 
this cruel war; they were the citizens of the new Lanka which would be ruled by 
Vibhishan who ascended its throne. Once peace returned, prosperity followed, and the 
population multiplied to re-populate this majestic kingdom once again. } 
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59-60. The supreme state of pure and eternal bliss, the eternal state of peace and 
tranquility that spiritual aspirants and seekers of emancipation and salvation expect to 
enjoy, I shall get that stellar opportunity by voluntarily getting killed at the hands of 
Sri Ram (59). 

In this manner, by washing (purging, cleaning) away all my sins, evils, 
misdeeds and vices that have tarnished my soul, I shall achieve the rarest of rare state 
of purity that would finally grant me liberation from the cycle of birth and death that 
entangles a creature to this gross mundane world of transmigration, along with its 
attendent delusions, horrors and miseries (60). 
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klesadipaficakatarangayutam bhramadhyam 
daratmajaptadhanabandhujhasabhiyuktam | 


aurvanalabhanijarosamanangajalam 
samsarasagaramatitya harim vrajami ıı 611 


iti Srimadadhyatmaramayane umamahesvarasamvade yuddhakande dasamah 
sargah ıı 101 


61. I shall finally cross the world-like ocean that traps the creature endlessly in its 
whirlpools of delusions and false charms. 

This huge ocean has five great tormentors or trouble-givers! in the form of its 
gigantic waves; its swirling whirlpools are symbolised by the countless deceits, 
shams, illusions and deceptions that are prevalent in this world; the many 
relationships that one develops in this artificial world are the many varieties of fish 
that dwell in the water of this ocean; anger, wrathfulness and vengeance are the many 
fires that rage here; and the net which keeps the creature trapped inside this ocean is 
symbolized by Kaam, the overbearing emotions of passion, lust, desires and longing 
for pleasure and comfort of the sense organs that dominate the mental horizon of all 
its inhabitants. 

Well, how lucky and fortunate I am indeed that now I shall cross over this 
huge and intractable ocean that has trapped by soul, and go to the other side to find 
my way to the abode of Lord Hari (Lord Vishnu; i.e. to heaven).” (61). 


[Note—'The five tormenters referred in verse no. 61 that keep the creature miserable 
in this world are the following—(a) Avidya (ignorance); (b) Asmita (to regard Atma 
and the subtle body consisting of mind-intellect complex as one; also means pride, 
ego, haughtiness, hypocrisy, arrogance—or Ahankar; (c) Raag (attachment, 
infatuation, desire etc.); (d) Dwesh (ill-will, enmity, malice, hatred, confrontationist 
attitude etc.) and (e) Abhinivesh (fear of death). 


?Verse nos. 55-61 are eye-openers for all those who doubt Ravana’s intentions for 
waging this war. These verses explicitly tell that Ravana was well aware of what he 
was doing. His intention was noble and holy to the core. The external tantrums that he 
had thrown were just to mislead other demons—otherwise they wouldn't have fought 
at all. Like a true and benevolent king, he wanted all his men to share the largesse of 
emancipation and salvation which has literally come a-begging to be accepted at their 
very doorstep. 
Please also refer to Uttar Kand, Canto 3, verse nos. 31-42, 58-59.] 


Thus ends Canto 10 of Adhyatma Ramayan, narrating the conversation between Lord 
Shiva and his consort goddess Uma. 
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Section 18.2.3: Adhyatma Ramayan, Lanka/Yudha Kand, Canto 11, verse 
nos. 1-88:- 


[This Canto describes the battle between Lord Ram and Ravana, and the latter’s final 
deliverance when he dies in the battle-field and his soul emerges from his gross 
demonic body to enter the holy body of the Lord to find eternal rest. | 
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nekādaśah sargah ıı 

Srimahadeva uvāca | 

ityuktva vacanam premna rajhim mandodarim tada | 
ravanah prayayau yoddhum ramena saha samyuge ıı 111 
drdham syandanamasthaya vrto ghorairni$acaraih | 
cakraih sodasabhiryuktam savarütham sakübaram ıı 211 
pi$acavadanairghoraih kharairyuktam bhayavaham | 
sarvastraSastrasahitam sarvopaskarasamyutam ıı 31 


1-3. Lord Shiva said—'Oh Parvati! Having affectionately consoled the chief queen 
Mandodari as described above, Ravana started off for the battle-field to fight the final 
battle with Sri Ram (1). 

He mounted a sturdy and strong chariot which was surrounded by most 
formidable, ferocious and fierce demons. That chariot had 16 wheels, protective 
reinforced armour called a ‘Baruth’, and a ‘Kubar’ (a part of the chariot through 
which all the reins of the animals used to pull the chariot pass) (2). 

Horrifying mules—which had faces like that of Satan or the Devil—were 
yoked to it’. This made the chariot appear grotesque, very fearful, inauspicious and 
terrible to behold. It was provided with all types of arms and armaments, and was well 
equipped with all the paraphernalia and accoutrements needed for war (3). 


[Note— Instead of horses or bulls, Ravana’s chariot had mules to pull it.] 
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ayantam ravanam drstva bhisanam ranakarkasam ıı 411 
santrastabhuttada sena vanari ramapalita ıı 51 


4-5. In this manner, Ravana came out of the city presenting a most formidable, 
horrifying and scary sight. Seeing that the most ferocious, ruthless and battle- 
hardened war veteran Ravana was approaching with a vengeance (4), the monkey 
army, though under Lord Sri Ram's protection, was nevertheless extremely terrified 


(5). 
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hanumanatha cotplutya ravanam yoddhumayayau | 
agatya hanuman raksovaksasyatulavikramah ıı 611 
mustibandham drdham baddhva tadayamasa vegatah | 
tena mustipraharena janubhyamapatadrathe 1 7I 


6-7. Then Hanuman leapt at once to the front to face Ravana and engage him in battle. 
As soon as he came there (in front of Ravana), the most valiant and valorous 
Hanuman (6) clenched his fists firmly and hit him swiftly hard on the chest. No 
sooner had he been hit by the blow of Hanuman's clenched fist, than he (Ravana) 
swooned and fell down on his knees on the chariot (7). 
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mürcchito'tha muhürtena ravanah punarutthitah | 
uvaca ca hanümantam $üro'si mama sammatah ıı 811 
hanumanaha tam dhinmam yastvam jivasi ravana | 
tvam tavanmustina vakso mama tadaya ravana ıı 911 


8-9. He remained unconscious for 1 Muhurt (literally for a short while), and then 
regained his senses once again. Then he praised Hanuman's valour and strength by 
saying: 'Oh Hanuman! I accept that you are very strong, agile, powerful, potent, 
valorous, bold and courageous; there is no doubt about it.' (8). 

Hanuman replied, 'Oh Ravana! It is shameful for me that inspite of my hitting 
you with my fists you have still survived. Alright, now you hit me on my chest! (9). 


[Note—'This is truly remarkable and show how two valiant warriors meet each other. 
Here we read that first Ravana has no compunctions in lauding Hanuman's valour, 
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and then Hanuaman offers himself to be hit as hard as he had hit Ravana on the chest 
as a reciprocal gesture to set the account straight and give Ravana a chance to feel 
satisfied. 

They told each other: “Well buddy; we are fighting an honourable duel, and in 
such an engagement it’s expected of a valiant warrior to acknowledge his adversary’s 
valour and strength, and at the same time it’s equally honourable for them to give 
each other an opportunity to try his own hands to show how valiant and strong he is, 
for its not honourable and worthy of any of the two warriors to vanquish a fallen 
hero.” 

So therefore, Hanuman thanked Ravana for his gesture of praising him and 
made this offer: “Since you are noble enough to publicly acknowledge my strength, 
instead of cursing me for hitting you so hard that you swooned and fell down with a 
single blow of my fist, I will now offer myself to you to give me an equal punch on 
my chest to settle this first bout of the duel in a draw. Come, you're welcome."] 
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pascanmaya hatah prananmoksyase natra samSayah | 
tatheti mustina vakso ravanenapi taditah 1 101 
vighürnamananayanah kificitkasmalamayayau | 
sanjnamavapya kapirad ravanam hantumudyatah 111 


10-11. After that (i.e. after you have hit me, and then I retaliate by hitting you back) 
there is no doubt that you shall die with my next fist with which I shall hit you'. 

Then Ravana said 'alright' and accepted the challenge; he hit Hanuman hard on 
his chest with his clenched fist (10). 

Hanuman braced himself for the blow, but when he was hit, his eyes went 
round in circles; he felt giddy, swooned a bit, and became disoriented and uneasy. 

Then, when he had recovered himself, the great monkey prepared himself to 
make a counter-attack at Ravana (11). 
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catvarah samavetyagre drstva raksasapungavan | 
agnivarnam tatha sarparomanam khadgaromakam ıı 1311 
tatha vrscikaromanam nirjaghnuh kramaso'suran | 
catvarascaturo hatva raksasan bhimavikraman | 
simhanadam prthak krtva ramaparsvamupagatah ıı 1411 


12-14. The king of demons Ravana became very astonished’, as well as apprehensive 
and terrified’; so he made good his escape from there to go to some other place’. 

Meanwhile, Hanuman, Angad, Nala and Neel presently found (12) that four 
demons, who were the best amongst the demon warriors, and whose names were 
Agnivarna, Sarparoma, Khangroma (13) and Vrishchikarom respectively, were 
standing in front of them. Then those four brave monkeys killed those four most 
valiant and powerful demons who stood facing them to challenge them and block 
their way, one by one’. 

Thereafter, roaring individually at this victory, they came back and stood in 
front of Sri Ram (14). 


[Note—'Why was Ravana astonished? It is because he had hit Hanuman with all his 
might, putting all the strength that he possessed in the force of that single strike; and 
Ravana’s might and strength were no small things, as he had even vanquished the 
famed gods by the might and strength of the same arms of his with which he had hit 
Hanuman hard. So he was surprised as to how this blow did not have its desired effect 
on Hanuman; he wondered how the latter managed to bear it with just a bit of 
swooning and tottering, for Hanuman had recovered soon to hit back at Ravana. This 
was not a small feat for Hanuman, and it dumbfounded Ravana, for the latter had 
expected that his adversary would lay unconscious on the ground for quite some time 
if at all he managed to survive the force of the blow. 


*Why did Ravana become apprehensive and got terrified? It is because now he feared 
for the worse from Hanuman. He had had a first hand experience of what Hanuman 
could do if he became wrathful and decided to take revenge, for the events in Lanka 
when Hanuman had killed so many of his brave demons and burnt the city were fresh 
in his memory. 


?Why did Ravana run away from there? He felt scared what Hanuman would do to 
him now that he has been hurt. He feared for the worst from an angry Hanuman, so he 
decided to escape from while there was time to avert Hanuman's wrath, for he was 
sure that it would be a fiery wrath, and if he fell down once again under Hanuman's 
beating it would humiliate him in front of his own demon warriors. This would have a 
cascading affect on their morale, and the whole demon army would be too scared to 
fight even before the battle-royal with Lord Sri Ram actually begins. 


^To wit, each monkey warrior killed the demon who was before him, as the latter not 
only challenged the former to settle scores with them on behalf of Ravana but also 
blocked their way. 

Hence, Hanuman killed the demon Agnivarna who was facing him; Angad 
slayed Sarparoma who was standing in his front; Nala did away with the demon 
Khangroma; and Neela killed the last of them, the demon Vrishchikarom who stood 
opposite him.] 
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tatah kruddho dasagrivah sandaśya daSanacchadam ıı 1511 
vivrtya nayane kruro ramamevanvadhavata | 

dasagrivo rathasthastu ramam vajropamaih Saraih i1 1611 
ajaghana mahaghorairdharabhiriva toyadah | 

ramasya puratah sarvan vanaranapi vivyadhe ıı 1711 


15-17. After this, the 10-shouldered Ravana became very angry and furious; he bit all 
his ten lips with his teeth (in indignation, resentment and dismay, that his four great 
warriors were so quickly killed) (15). 

That cruel and ferocious fellow glared at Sri Ram and lunged at him angrily. 
The 10-headed one (Ravana) was on a chariot, while unfortunately Lord Sri Ram was 
on foot. Finding that his opponent was in a disadvantageous position, Ravana began 
raining a hail of Vajra-like arrows! on Lord Sri Ram (16) just like clouds rain 
torrential rain on the ground’. He wounded all the monkeys even as Sri Ram watched 


(17). 


[Note—'Vajra or Bajra is the weapon of Indra, the king of gods. The word also means 
refers to any other thing that is extremely hard, sharp, strong and powerful enough to 
pierce through any obstacle. Here the arrows shot by Ravana are called ‘Vajra-like’ as 
they were very sharp, strong and able to either kill or at least severely wound their 
target. 


“Here it means that the arrows were shot by Ravana so swiftly and in quick succession 
that they first appeared to fill the sky and obstruct the sun before falling down upon 
the ground in the form of a blanket of nails, injuring those on the battle-field, just like 
hail or sleet falls along with lashing rain during a severe thunder-storm, to injure all 
those who are exposed to it. ] 
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tatah pavakasankasaih Saraih kaficanabhüsanaih | 
abhyavarsadrane ramo dasagrivam samahitah ıı 181 
rathastham ravanam drstva bhümistham raghunandanam | 
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18-19. Then Sri Ram became alert and began showering gold-plated arrows at the 
demons; these arrows were glowing like fire’ (18). 

When Indra (the king of gods) saw that Ravana was on a chariot while 
Raghunandan (Sri Ram) was on the ground (i.e. on foot), he called his charioteer 
Matli and said (19)— 


[Note—'To wit, these arrows shot by Lord Ram were energized; they radiated their 
energy just like fire glows in its fiery brilliance. They were also gold-plated, which 
meant that they dazzled in sunlight and shot beams of light that were reflected from 
their polished surfaces as they streaked in the sky towards their target. 

It appeared that countless fiery streaks of flame had suddenly flared up on the 
battle-field from the spot where Lord Ram stood, and were dashing across the sky 
towards the demons. ] 


Wa 3121 o offs erfó Vasa | 

caRe 3Idci 9IcdI DS PRİ AAA |I 2oll 
Vase A orcdr Alafeisaae: | 

ddl sda 2ieitoer Sa: serogoitasit I 2811 
Wolfovrnel WRa ATA scales: | 
YA RRIA OftidisRa 29091 II ll 


rathena mama bhümistham śīghram yahi raghüttamam | 
tvaritam bhütalam gatva kuru karyam mamanagha ıı 2011 
evamukto'tha tam natva matalirdevasarathih | 

tato hayaisca samyojya haritaih syandanottamam ıı 2111 
svargajjayartham ramasya hyupacakrama matalih | 
pranjalirdevarajena presito'smi raghüttama ıı 2211 


20-22. 'Oh Anagh'! Look, the most exalted Raghu (Sri Ram) is standing on the 
ground, on foot (while our enemy Ravana has the benefit of a war chariot). So please 
take my chariot and go to the earth immediately, and do this work for me with all 
haste' (20). 

Having received his orders, the charioteer of the gods named ‘Matli’, bowed 
his head before Indra; he expeditiously yoked green coloured horses to his excellent 
chariot (21), and came down from the heavens for the purpose of serving Lord Sri 
Ram and helping him attain victory. 

He presented himself before the Lord and said to him with folded hands, 'Oh 
the most exalted of the Raghus! I have been sent by the king of gods (to place myself 
in your service) (22). 


[Note— The word ‘Anagh’ literally means an exalted person who has no faults and 
has done no sins. Here it is a polite way of address that Indra uses for Matli just like 
we say “My honourable gentleman". ] 
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ratho'yam devarajasya vijayaya tava prabho | 
presita$ca maharaja dhanuraindram ca bhüsitam ii 231 
abhedyam kavacam khadgam divyatuniyugam tatha | 
aruhya ca ratham rama ravanam jahi raksasam ıı 2411 
maya sarathina deva vrtram devapatiryatha | 
ityuktastam parikramya namaskrtya rathottamam ıı 251 


23-25. Oh Lord! This is the king of god's chariot, and he has sent it for your service 
so that victory can be easily attained by you. 

Oh Lord! He has also sent you some of his own weapons. Here are they: this is 
his bow (23); and here is the impregnable armour, a sword, and two divine quivers 
(from which an endless stock of arrows are got). 

Oh Sri Ram! Mount this chariot and slay the demon Ravana (24) even as the 
Lord of Gods (Indra) had killed the demon Vrittasur? with me as his charioteer'. 

When Matli had said so, Lord Sri Ram circumambulated the excellent chariot 
and bowed before it (to show his respect to the divine chariot as it belonged to the 
gods; it was also done to give thanks to the gods for extending help to him) (25). 


[Note— Here the version of Adhyatma Ramayan varies from that of Ram Charit 
Manas. As we find here, Lord Ram was armed with weapons sent to him by Indra, the 
king of gods, and it is with these arms that he fought Ravana. But in Ram Charit 
Manas no such thing has happened; there Indra has sent his chariot alone, and the 
Lord fought and won the war with the weapons that he traditionally used, i.e. a bow 
and arrows. 

Of course it is true that the chariot sent by Indra was well equipped with all 
sorts of arms and ammunitions, and so it was taken for granted that Lord Ram would 
have the benefit of their use, and so it was needless to mention them separately. So in 
Ram Charit Manas their special mention was skipped. 


*Demon Vrittasur, though having an evil body of a demon, was at heart a great 
devotee of the Lord and an enlightened soul. During the battle with Indra, his 
enunciations on devotion and wisdom are worth their weight in gold. (This episode 
appears in Bhagwat Mahapuran). To kill him, the God asked sage Dadhichi to give his 
bones which were used to mould the Vajra (thunderbolt; the weapon of Indra), and it 
was used to kill him.] 
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aruroha ratham ramo lokanllaksmya niyojayan | 
tato'bhavanmahayuddham bhairavam romaharsanam ıı 2611 
mahatmano raghavasya ravanasya ca dhimatah | 
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tatastu sasrje ghoram raksasam castramastravit | 

krodhena mahatavisto ramasyopari ravanah ıı 281 


26-28. Sri Ram mounted the chariot of the gods sent to him by Indra. It was a 
magnificent sight to behold the Lord on this divine chariot; it was a sight that heralded 
hope, good fortunes and auspiciousness for the whole world. 

[The final duel between Lord Sri Ram and Ravana started now—] 

Then the final spectacularly fierce, ruthless and no-holds-barred great duel, 
which was chillingly exciting, nail biting, hair raising and thrilling to the core (26) 
started between the great and most exalted Raghav (Sri Ram) and Ravana who, 
though being a demon by birth, was however wise and intelligent (ravanasya 
dhimatah)'. 

Raghav (Sri Ram)—who was an expert in the art of warfare and singularly 
adept in the use of weapons—cut down Ravana's weapon known as ‘Agneyastra’ (a 
missile-like weapon tipped with fire) with a matching ‘Agneyastra’ and ‘Devastra’ (a 
weapon shot after invoking separate patron Gods to make it very potent) and other 
similar weapons of his own. 

Then Ravana—who was well versed in the art of use of weapons—became 
very furious, and he shot a most formidable weapon known as ‘Rakshashastra’ (a 
weapon that was exclusively used by demons) at Sri Ram (27-28). 


[Note—'Why is Ravana honoured by the epithet of “dhimatah”, i.e. someone who is 
wise and intelligent? Well, the answer is not far to be sought. 

He is praised as being wise and intelligent because not only did he find the 
spiritual reward of deliverance for his own soul but also for the entire demon race, but 
he also saved his honour and self-respect as well as that of his race by not 
surrendering before his enemy in a war, but preferring to die like a valiant warrior, 
fighting his enemy and falling in the battle-field instead of either running away like a 
coward or making compromises out of fear of life. 

He is honoured because he has used this opportunity of waging a war with 
Lord Ram to provide himself as well as all other members of his demon race a golden 
chance to attain liberation and deliverance of their souls. He knew that it is not 
possible for any of them to find deliverance by the usual method as prescribed by the 
scriptures, such as living a pious and noble way of life, doing good deeds, 
worshipping god, doing penances and austerities, making charities etc., being merciful 
to others, observing the laws of Dharma (propriety, probity, righteousness, ethics and 
meritorious deeds), and in general leading a life that would help them to accumulate 
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some spiritual merit that would grant them emancipation and salvation as a reward. It 
was out of the question. 

That meant that if he missed this chance then his entire race would be eternally 
condemned to live an evil life of sin and vices, from which there would be 
redemption. He also knew that Lord Ram was none but Lord Vishnu, and if he died at 
the hands of the Lord then it was sure that neither he nor his race would be 
condemned to hell as the Lord was so merciful and gracious by his nature that he was 
bound to show his compassion on these tormented souls and grant them deliverance, 
emancipation and salvation. Ravana has minced no words in expressing his mind 
clearly on this subject while conversing with his queen Mandodari—apropos: 
Adhyatma Ramayan, Lanka/Yudha Kand, Canto 10, verse nos. 55-61. 

To wit, he had killed two birds with the same arrow: he kept his dignity as a 
valorous warrior who never bowed before his enemy, and he easily attained 
deliverance of his soul inspite of having led a life full of sins, vices and evil deeds. 

Even the gods, who all the while had bethought Ravana to be a vile and 
pervert demon, were astonished at his spiritual attainment when his soul had exited 
his gross body in the form of a brilliant shaft of light to enter the divine and holy body 
of Lord Ram to find a place of eternal rest there, as his soul merged with the cosmic 
Soul represented by the Lord—apropos: Adhyatma Ramayan, Lanka/Yudha Kand, 
Canto 11, verse nos. 78-82.] 
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29-30. The arrows shot from the bow of Ravana had fins made of golden strands, and 
when they fell all around Raghav (Lord Sri Ram) they transformed themselves into 
very poisonous and fierce snakes (29). 

All the directions of the compass were saturated by arrows shot by Ravana; 
these missiles had flames of fire leaping up and spreading in all the directions from 
their tips, giving the impression of so many flying dragons with wide open mouths 
from which tongues of fire leapt out! (30). 


[Note—'To wit, the arrows shot by Ravana transformed themselves by magical 
powers employed by Ravana instantly into poisonous dragons squirting flame, 
brimstone and fire, and they covered the ground all around Sri Ram in the battle-field. 
It appeared that hot balls of fire were raining down from the sky, with flames 
emanating from them trailing in the rear in the form of their tails.] 
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31-32. When Sri Ram observed that the whole area (of the battle-field) was covered 
by serpents resembling fierce dragons, he shot the most potent and formidable 
weapon called *Garudastra', so called because on being shot, it metamorphosed into 
Garud, the legendary Eagle who is said to be the mount of Lord Vishnu (31). 

Those arrows launched by Sri Ram immediately began cutting down or 
neutralizing the serpent-like or dragon-like magical arrows that had spread 
everywhere! (32). 


[Note—'Ravana had shot arrows that transmewed themselves into serpents. To 
counter them, Lord Ram shot his arrows that became Garud, the legendary Eagle who 
is reputed to devour serpents. So in effect what happened was this: Lord Ram's 
arrows neutralized those shot by Ravana by becoming Garuds who easily devoured 
the serpents that Ravana's arrows had become, thereby clearing the battle-field of this 
illusion.] 


SRA Ulead U.S MI GIIcHoeR: | 
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astre pratihate yuddhe ramena dasakandharah | 
abhyavarsattato ramam ghorabhih Saravrstibhih i1 331 
tatah punah Saranikai ramamaklistakarinam | 
ardayitva tu ghorena matalim pratyavidhyata ii 3411 


33-34. When the 10-shouldered Ravana found that all his magical weapons had been 
nullified and made ineffective by Sri Ram in the battle, he showered a fresh volley of 
fierce arrows on the latter (33). 

As a result, he once again caused immense trouble for Sri Ram by peppering 
him with sharp arrows, besides wounding his charioteer Matli (34). 
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patayitva rathopasthe rathaketum ca kaficanam | 
aindranasvanabhyahanadravanah krodhamürcchitah i1 3511 
visedurdevagandharvascaranah pitarastatha | 

arttakaram harim drstva vyathita$ca maharsayah i 3611 


35-36. Not satisfied by it, Ravana—who was mad with anger and indignation— 
severed the golden flag (the war standard) of Sri Ram's chariot that fell down at the 
back; he also wounded the horses of Indra (who were driving the chariot) (35). 
Seeing that Hari (another name for Lord Sri Ram) was in great trouble, the 
Gods, Gandharvas (celestial semi-Gods; regarded as musicians of heaven), Charans 
(celestial bards) and Pittars (dead ancestors in spirit form) became remorseful and 
gloomy, while the great sages and hermits lamented gravely in their hearts! (36). 


[Note— Falling of the flag flying atop a king’s chariot in the battle-field is considered 
to be a bad sign; it is tantamount to his virtual defeat. It also breaks the morale of his 
army as they regard it as a sign that their enemy is having an upper hand in the war. 

In the present case, there is a direct confrontation between Lord Ram and 
Ravana, while their respective armies are watching the duel. So when the flag atop 
Lord Ram's chariot was broken by Ravana and it tumbled down, those who supported 
the Lord in this war, such as the gods, the gandharvas, the charans, the hermits and the 
sages, were bound to be worried.] 
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vyathita vanarendrasca babhüvuh savibhisanah | 

dasasyo vimsatibhujah pragrhitaSarasanah i 371 

dadrse ravanastatra mainaka iva parvatah | 

ramastu bhrukutim baddhva krodhasamraktalocanah i 3811 
kopam cakara sadrsam nirdahanniva raksasam | 
dhanuradaya devendradhanurakaramadbhutam ıı 3911 
grhitva panina banam kalanalasamaprabham | 
nirdahanniva caksurbhyam dadrse ripumantike i 4011 


37-40. All the commanders and chiefs of the monkey army, as well as Vibhishan, 
became very worried and confounded. At that time, Ravana ,with his 10-heads and 
20-arms, and holding bows and arrows (37), looked formidably fearful and colossus 
in form like a personified Mainak Mountain. 
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Meanwhile, Lord Sri Ram's eyes became red with anger; his eyebrows curved 
like a bow in his annoyance and anger (38). Fiercely glaring at the demon as if he 
would burn him to death, he (Sri Ram) picked up another great and magnificent bow 
that was like the ‘rainbow’, the majestic bow of Indra (39), and picking up an arrow 
that was as splendorous, radiant and glowing as ‘the fiery dart of death’ used by Kaal, 
the god of death, in his hands, the Lord looked at his enemy with such fierce eyes as if 
he would reduce him to ashes (40). 
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parakramam dar$ayitum tejasa prajvalanniva | 
pracakrame kalarüpi sarvalokasya pasyatah i 4111 
vikrsya capam ramastu ravanam pratividhya ca | 
harsayan vanaranikam kalantaka ivababhau ıı 4211 


41-42. Lord Sri Ram, who presently looked as if was a personified form of Kaal, the 
god of death, became so intensely furious that his entire form glowed like fire. He 
now determined to exhibit his valour and gallantry before the whole world that would 
watch the proceedings in awe and amazement (41). 

He pulled the string of his bow and perforated Ravana with his arrows. The 
Lord looked majestic, awe-inspiring and formidable as Kaal himself was personified 
in his ferocious form; all the monkeys and bears once again became hopeful of 
victory, making them feel cheerful, exhilarant and elated at this favourable turn of 
events on the battle-field' (42). 


[Note— Just a while ago there was gloom everywhere when the flag atop Lord Ram's 
chariot was broken by Ravana. Now, when the Lord retaliated fiercely and peppered 
Ravana with his arrows, a cry of jubilation rang out in the ranks of the army of 
monkeys and bears.] 
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kruddham ramasya vadanam drstva $atrum pradhavatah | 
tatrasuh sarvabhütani cacala ca vasundhara ıı 431 

ramam drstva maharaudramutpatamsca sudarunan | 
trastani sarvabhütani ravanam caviSadbhayam ıı 4411 
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43-44. Looking at the fearsome angry face of Sri Ram while he attacked the enemy, 
all the creatures became terrified, while the earth shook and trembled (43). 

Observing Lord Ram’s ferocious, uncompromising and extremely wrathful 
countenance, as well as these greatly ominous, violent and patently dangerous 
developments that unfolded in the battle-field, panic, dismay and distress that come 
with uncertainty gripped the creatures of the world, while terror and awe took firm 
roots in the heart of Ravana! (44). 


[Note— It was a ferocious war the world had never ever witnessed so far. The tide of 
war swung so widely, once in favour of Lord Ram and then in favour of Ravana, that 
it created an atmosphere of uncertainty. This made the world worried and terrified, 
because wars are so unpredictable that no one could say with surety that Lord Ram 
would win it. 

But Ravana was wiser; he knew his weaknesses, and as a veteran warrior he 
could also discern the subtle signs that indicated the way the tide of war seemed to be 
moving, and from all indications it was not going in his favour. This alarmed him.] 


fdarorzer RRN: frgerotrdfeooonr: | 
GEM: AHR G cilaitacioust | 

DogA Adio Ada farisesor II veli 
Helo 2raureerer Teal SRLS: | 
opororrcqucifod 281 mga werror fè II vll 


vimanastha suraganah siddhagandharvakinnarah | 
dadrsuh sumahayuddham lokasamvartakopamam | 
aindramastram samadaya ravanasya Siro'cchinat ıı 4511 
mürdhano ravanasyatha bahavo rudhiroksitah | 
gaganatprapatanti sma taladiva phalani hi 1 461 


45-46. At that time all the Gods, Siddhas (mystics), Gandharvas (celestial musicians), 
Kinnars (celestial dancers and singers; a form of god with the head of a horse) etc. 
rode their air vehicles and watched this great and epic war, which resembled the all- 
hell-broke-loose scenario of dooms day, from their stations in the sky. 

Meanwhile, Lord Sri Ram shot the ‘Aendrastra’ (a weapon used by Indra) and 
chopped off the head of Ravana (45). 

The numerous blood-soaked heads of Ravana began falling from the sky just 
like the fruits of the palm tree fall from it (when a fierce wind shakes the tree 
violently and rips the fruits off its branches, or when they are ripe and fall on the 
ground on their own account) (46). 
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na dinam na ca vai ratrirna sandhyam na diso'pi va | 
prakasante na tadrüpam drsyate tatra sangare I 471 
tato ramo babhuvatha vismayavistamanasah | 
Satamekottaram chinnam sirasam caikavarcasam i 4811 


47-48. At that time, the whole place was so filled with the hideous sight of blood- 
soaked severed heads of Ravana flying here and there in the sky in all directions and 
falling to the ground everywhere that they obscured everything else, for one was so 
dazed and confounded that it was not possible to distinguish between day and night, 
or determine what time it was, or between the different directions of the compass. 

The situation was so grave that not even the physical presence of Ravana 
could be seen by anyone. [To wit, the falling heads of Ravana so completely obscured 
everyone's sight in the battle-field that no one could see Ravana present there.]! (47) 

This magical development mightily astonished Lord Sri Ram; he thought to 
himself in amazement: 'I have chopped-off one hundred one heads of Ravana, all of 
which are equal in their radiance? (48). 


[Note—'The falling heads of Ravana covered the sky and obscured the sun, and even 
made it impossible to see anything a little away on the ground. The sight resembled a 
thick blanket of dark of clouds in the sky that makes it difficult to determine the time 
of the day as the sun is obscured from view; and the falling heads were so numerous 
in numbers that they reminded one of hail and rain falling so heavily on the ground 
that one is unable to see anywhere. 


?Ravana had ten heads. So it means that Lord Ram had cut-off his heads ten times in 
quick succession. 10 x 10 — 100 heads. The extra head in this counting, i.e. the one 
hundred and first head ($atamekottaram), refers to one primary head of Ravana with 
which he was born, the others being extra heads that he had got as a boons. 

Lord Ram was amazed because it seemed incredulous that any living being 
would survive if his heads were severed so quickly, and yet Ravana seemed not to be 
affected at all. What was the mystery of his survival, wondered the Lord; why didn't 
he die? It was indeed very surprising that Ravana should continue to live and newer 
heads grow on his body, as it means that getting rid of him by this method would be 
in vain. So the Lord thought, some other alternative has to be swiftly discovered.] 
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na caiva ravanah santo drsyate jivitaksayat | 

tatah sarvastraviddhirah kausalyanandavardhanah ıı 4911 
astrai$ca bahubhiryukta$cintayamasa raghavah | 
yairyairbanairhata daitya mahasattvaparakramah ıı 5011 
ta ete nisphalam yata ravanasya nipatane | 

iti cintakule rame samipastho vibhisanah 1 511 

uvaca raghavam vakyam brahmadattavaro hyasau I 
vicchinna bahavo'pyasya vicchinnani Siramsi ca il 5211 
utpatsyanti punah Sighramityaha bhagavanajah | 
nabhidese'mrtam tasya kundalakarasamsthitam ıı 5311 


49-53. But still Ravana does not appear to calm down by the loss of his vitality and 
life (1.e., he continues to live inspite of his heads being severed repeatedly)’. 

Then Lord Ram—who was a son of Kaushalya, an expert in the art of using all 
types of weapons, who was steadfast, courageous, strong and brave in the battle-field 
(49), and who had all types of weapons at his disposal—thought to himself: 'All those 
arrows which I had previously used to slay demons renowned for their might, valour, 
strength and courage (50), have failed to kill this fellow Ravana, and they have 
become ineffective against him." 

Seeing that Sri Ram was very worried, confounded and perturbed, 
Vibhishan—who was standing near him (51)—said, 'Oh Raghav (Sri Ram)! Lord 
Brahma (the creator) had given Ravana a boon, and at that time he (Brahma) had said 
that all his (Ravana’s) heads and arms will grow back immediately as soon as they are 
cut-off. Oh Lord! Amrit (the elixir of life that keeps him alive) is kept securely in a 
circular patch in his navel! (52-53). 


[Note—'This is the Nabhi Chakra, the circular center of subtle energy that sustains 
life inside the body of a creature; it is stored near the navel. It can also refer to the 
Kundalini, the source of subtle but dynamic energy of the body that is located near the 
navel, and is shaped like a coiled serpent or a coiled rope. According to Yoga 
philosophy, an ascetic who practices Yoga or meditation can excite this source of 
energy to enable him attain stupendous mystical powers and do supernatural things 
that are normally not within the reach of ordinary persons. 

Ravana was an expert in Yoga; so he had activated this secret source of life, 
which in turn kept him alive inspite of him suffering the severance of any part of his 
physical body. 

Vibhishan was his brother, and so he was privy to some information that no 
one else knew. And this was one: that Ravana managed to survive because he had 
successfully been able to harness the eternal source of energy that sustains life, and 
this source is stored in the Nabhi Chakra or the Kundalini. It means that if this source 
of vital energy is disrupted, or the electric current that keeps him going is short- 
circuited at its major junction point, then he would die.] 
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tacchosayanalastrena tasya mrtyustato bhavet | 
vibhisanavacah $rutva ramah Sighraparaakramah ıı 5411 
pavakastrena samyojya nabhim vivyadha raksasah | 
anantaram ca ciccheda siramsi ca mahabalah ıı 5511 
bahunapi ca samrabdho ravanasya raghüttamah | 

tato ghoram mahasaktimadaya daSakandharah ıı 5611 
vibhisanavadharthaya ciksepa krodhavihvalah | 
ciccheda raghavo banaistam Sitairnemabhüsitaih i1 5711 


54-57. So therefore oh Lord, dry it up with your fire-weapon. That is the only way to 
bring about his death'. 

Hearing these words of Vibhishan, Lord Ram acted immediately. He made a 
bold decision (54), mounted the fire-weapon on his bow, and shot it at the navel of the 
demon Ravana. 

After that, the valiant Lord Sri Ram severed the demon's head and arms in 
quick succession. 

At this, betrayed by Vibhishan, the 10-headed Ravana aimed a very fierce 
weapon called Mahashakti (55-56) at Vibhishan to kill him, because he (Ravana) was 
extremely agitated, annoyed, peeved and angry at the Vibhishan (for having betrayed 
him). 

But Raghav (Sri Ram) immediately intercepted this missile shot by Ravana to 
kill his treacherous brother Vibhishan, and cut it down by shooting his own arrow that 
was gold-plated and had a sharp tip (57). 


[Note— Indeed, Vibhishan was never able to wash his hands off the epithet of a 
‘betrayer’, as well as the ignominious charge of treason, treachery, regicide and 
fratricide ever since. In fact, his name has been synonymous with these bad traits in 
the character of any individual—selfishness, betrayal, treachery, treason, fratricide 
and regicide, notwithstanding the expediency of his actions, such as the necessity of 
fulfillment of his vows of loyalty to Lord Ram. 

From this point of view, if we view things neutrally and dispassionately, 
Kumbhakarn, Vibhishan's elder brother, stands out as a noble, honourable and great 
demon warriors who did not betray his brother-and-king Ravana inspite of being 
aware that the latter was in the wrong; nor did he betray his family or the demon race; 
for he preferred to die like a gallant warrior fighting an invading army (of Lord Ram) 
to defend his king (Ravana) and his kingdom (of Lanka) than to preserve his life by 
means of deceit and betrayal, or think of surrender—apropos: Adhyatma Ramayan, 
Lanka/Yudha Kand, Canto 7, verse nos. 51-70; and Canto 8, verse nos. 1-30.] 
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dasagrivasiraSchedattada tejo vinirgatam | 

mlanarüpo babhüvatha chinnaih Sirsairbhayankaraih 1 581 
ekena mukhyasirasa bahubhyam ravano babhau | 
ravanastu punah kruddho nanasastrastravrstibhih i 5911 
vavarsa ramam tam ramastatha banairvavarsa ca | 

tato yuddhamabhüdghoram tumulam lomaharsanam ıı 601 


58-60. No sooner than the extra heads of the 10-necked Ravana (daSagriva) were 
severed from his body, making him look like a hideous monster, his ‘Tej’ (i.e. his 
energy, dynamism, dare-devilry, and the will to fight and win) too escaped from his 
body! (58). 

With the severance of all other extra heads and arms that Ravana possessed, 
only his primary head and the two arms (with which he was born) remained on his 
body”. Excessively exasperated and angry, Ravana became all the more vicious and 
wrathful; he began shooting all sorts of powerful weapons he had in his possession on 
Lord Sri Ram. 

Sri Ram retaliated in equal measure by shooting volleys of formidable arrows 
on Ravana. It was the moment when a fierce and no-holds-barred duel between two 
powerful and valiant warriors took place on the battle-field. (59-60) 


[Note—'The word ‘Tej’ refers to the forces of life present inside the body of Ravana. 
It refers to his energy, dynamism, and the will to fight and win the war. *Tej' can be 
visualized in the form of a splendorous source of brilliant light and the radiance of 
blazing fire. It refers to Ravana's domineering, majestic and authoritative presence in 
the battle-field, with his colossus figure of ten large heads and twenty long muscular 
arms extending out from his body dominating all other things there. 

With all extra heads and arms yanked off, he presented a dull and dark shadow 
of his former majestic and dynamic self. Till this point his heads and arms grew back 
as soon as they were severed, but now the source of energy that had kept him alive, 
that had rejuvenated him and aided in his swift recovery, was well-neigh exhausted. 
His life was ebbing away fast, and he was like an oil lamp in which the oil had been 
exhausted. During its final moments, the flame of the lamp leaps up high and bright 
from the burning wick, before it flickers and dies away. 

This is what is meant here. When the last tranche of his heads and arms fell 
off, and there were no chances of his getting them back, Ravana lost all hopes of 
survival. He felt crestfallen, forlorn, gloomy and dejected. But nevertheless, and 
indeed to give credit to Ravana, he kept a brave face, and like a gallant warrior aware 
of his reputation and honour, he continued his battle as fiercely as before, and as if 
nothing had mattered to him. 


"Remember: Ravana was famed to have ‘ten heads’ and ‘twenty arms’. So when only 
‘one head and two arms’ remained on his body during his last moments, it simply 
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means that the surplus heads and arms that he had obtained by the virtue of his boons 
were severed, but the single head and the two arms with which he was born still 
remained attached to his body. | 
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atha samsmarayamasa matali raghavam tada | 

visrjastram vadhayasya brahmam Sighram raghüttama i 6111 
vinasakalah prathito yah suraih so'dya vartate | 
uttamangam na caitasya chettavyam raghava tvaya ıı 6211 
naiva Sirsni prabho vadhyo vadhya eva hi marmani | 

tatah samsmarito ramastena vakyena mataleh ii 6311 


61-63. At that point, Matli (the charioteer) reminded (samsmarayamasa) Raghav 
(Sri Ram): 'Oh the most exalted of the Raghus! To kill him, you must shoot the 
Brahmastra (a weapon shot by invoking Lord Brahma) forthwith (61), because the 
time determined by the Gods for the destruction of the monster Ravana is present 
now. [And if there is any delay, this window will close, and perhaps then it may not 
be possible to slay him ever.] 

So therefore oh Raghav (Sri Ram), you must not waste time in severing his 
head (62), because, oh Lord, he cannot be killed by cutting it off. His end can be 
brought about only by piercing his core or vital organ (i.e. his heart).' 

These words of Matli reminded Sri Ram of what Vibhishan had told him 
earlier as to the impossibility of slaying Ravana by merely cutting off his heads! (63). 


[Note—'A point to note here is that the way Ravana was finally slayed has been 
depicted in two different ways as follows:- 

According to Tulsidas’ ‘Ram Charit Manas’, Ravana was killed when Lord 
Ram, on the advice of Vibhishan, had shot an arrow at his navel where the source of 
his eternal life was stored in the form of Amrit, the ambrosia of life—apropos: Ram 
Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Doha no. 102 along with Chaupai line nos. 2-5 that 
precede it, and Chaupai line nos. 1-2 that follow it. 

In ‘Adhyatma Ramayan’, we read that Vibhishan has made a similar 
suggestion—apropos: verse nos. 51-53 herein above. But here the similarity ends— 
because the way in which Ravana was actually killed was based on the advice given 
to Lord Ram by Matli, the charioteer of the divine chariot of gods that was sent by 
Indra to help Lord Ram in the war, and not in accordance with the advice of 
Vibhishan. 

Vibhishan had suggested that Ravana could only be killed if the Amrit stored 
in his navel was dried up, but we read that Matli told Lord Ram that he could be killed 
only if his vital organ or the core of his body was pierced by a powerful arrow. What 
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was this ‘vital organ’? It was Ravana’s "heart"—as it would be clear in verse no. 71 
herein below. 

Another point to note is this: In Ram Charit Manas we have read about 
Trijata’s conversation with Sita, wherein the former had also suggested that Ravana 
would be finally done in when Lord Ram shoots an arrow at his heart—apropos: Ram 
Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Doha no. 99 along with Chaupai line nos. 12-13 and 
Chanda line nos. 1-4 that precede it. ] 
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jagraha sa Saram diptam nihsvasantamivoragam | 
yasya parsve tu pavanah phale bhaskarapavakau ıı 6411 
Sariramakasamayam gaurave merumandarau | 
parvasvapi ca vinyasta lokapala mahaujasah ıı 6511 


64-65. At Matli's suggestion, Lord Sri Ram took out an arrow that was very powerful 
and radiant like glowing fire; with its fiery tip, red-hot shaft and flaming fins, it 
resembled a serpent or a dragon that was hissing ferociously as it prepared to fly 
towards its prey. 

That arrow was unique and strange; it possessed great mystical powers, and 
was singularly majestic to behold: it had the force of wind that propelled it from the 
rear; its tip was splendorous and fiery as the sun and the fire; it was as heavy as Mt. 
Sumeru or Mt. Mandrachal; its joints were supported by the powerful Lokpals (the 
custodians of the world); and its dimension and expanse were as vast and extensive as 
the sky itself. (64-65) 
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jajvalyamanam vapusa bhatam bhaskaravarcasa | 
tamugramastram lokanam bhayana$anamadbhutam ıı 6611 
abhimantrya tato ramastam mahesum mahabhujah | 
vedaproktena vidhina sandadhe karmuke bali ii 6711 


66-67. Since this majestic arrow was supernatural, divine and brilliant in shape and 
size, it resembled the sun in its splendour, brilliance, magnificence and dazzle. 

In order to vanquish and eliminate the fear and torments of all the worlds, this 
arrow—which was very violent, potent, sharp and effective, as well as most strange, 
mysterious, wonderful, splendid and stupendous in its prowess, magnificence and 
majesty (66)—was employed by Sri Ram who was very brave and had strong arms. 
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The Lord empowered the arrow by invoking certain Mantras (mystical formula that 
acted as a charm that lent special power to this arrow by concentrating cosmic energy 
in it) as prescribed in the Vedas (that deal with the art and science of archery). Then 
he mounted this special arrow on his strong bow, and readied it to shoot (67). 
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sarvabhütani vitresu$cacala ca vasundhara ıı 6811 

sa ravanaya sankruddho bhrsamanamya karmukam | 
ciksepa paramayattastamastram marmaghatinam ıı 6911 


68-69. When Raghav (Sri Ram) raised that excellent arrow, which was the best 
amongst all the arrows, and readied it to shoot, all the creatures became terrified, 
while the earth shook and trembled (68). 

He became very angry, pulled the string of the bow tight, and aiming carefully 
he shot the arrow which was powerful enough to rupture the vital organ of Ravana 
(i.e. the organ in his body that had sustained his life till now) (69). 
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70-72. That arrow—which was most formidable, mighty, severe and uncompromising 
like the Vajra or Bajra (thunderbolt) throne by 'Bajrapani' (i.e. Indra, the one who 
holds the Vajra / Bajra), which resembled the fierce and horror-full mouth of Death, 
and which was formidably ferocious—hit Ravana on his chest (70). 

That most formidable, severe, uncompromising, unrelenting, powerful and 
fatal arrow (mahaghorah)—which was empowered with a special quality enabling it 
to slay the body of an individual whom it struck (Sarirantakarah)—entered the body 
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of the great Ravana (ravanasya mahatmanah)', and ruptured his heart (bibheda 
hrdayam)? (71). 

It ended (terminated) the life of Ravana, and after having done its assigned 
task it (emerged from the other side of his body) and bored (drilled) itself into the 
earth". In this way, having slayed Ravana, the arrow returned back to the quiver of Sri 
Ram' (72). 


[Note—'The use of the prefix “mahatmanah”, i.e., the ‘great soul’ for Ravana in 
verse no. 71 shows that his killing should be viewed in the correct perspective. For far 
from being an ordinary pervert and vile sinner, he was indeed a great soul, a realized 
individual who had acquired this outwardly evil body due to his past misdeeds and 
misdemeanours, but he was nevertheless an enlightened and wise soul. There are 
umpteen numbers of verses highlighting this aspect of his character—such as for 
example Canto 10, verse nos. 55-61 of Lanka Kand itself. Even the Gods—who were 
always tormented by Ravana and were behind his death—had to concede that Ravana 
was indeed a great and privileged soul. See verse nos. 78-82 below. 


?The way Ravana has been finally killed has been narrated differently in Ram Charit 
Manas of Tulsidas: Here there is no mention of Matli, the charioteer, advising Lord 
Ram anything about how Ravana should be slayed, and the Lord has relied on 
Vibhishan’s advice of shooting an arrow at Ravana’s navel to dry up the source of 
Amrit that was sustaining his life—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, (1) 
Chaupai line nos. 4-6 that precede Doha no. 102; and (ii) Chaupai line nos. 1-6 that 
precede Doha no. 103. 

But there is a strange coincidence worthy to be noted here: In Ram Charit 
Manas we read that Trijata, the demoness appointed by Ravana to guard Sita, has told 
the latter that Ravana would be finally killed when *Lord Ram shoots an arrow at his 
heart"—Aapropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Doha no. 99. 

We can therefore safely say that both these two classics, viz. Ram Charit 
Manas of Goswami Tulsidas, and Adhyatma Ramayan of sage Veda Vyas, must be 
read to get a comprehensive picture of what may have actually transpired at that 
period of time long-long ago, for we discover that there seems to be some sort of 
subtle form of synergy between the two narratives, inasmuch as they compliment each 
other to fill in the dotted lines. 

Though these two versions may give an impression of contradiction—because 
whereas in Adhyatma Ramayan it is said that Ravana was killed when Lord Ram hit 
him in his heart (verse no. 71), while Ram Charit Manas says he was killed by an 
arrow shot at his navel (Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 103) 
—but on close examination it seems that both the things may have happened 
simultaneously: to wit, Lord Ram must have shot arrows aimed at Ravana's heart as 
well as his navel to ensure that all precautions are taken to make sure that Ravana is 
certainly slayed, for the Lord did not want to take any further risk of playing games 
with him as time was running out, and already all other methods had miserably failed 
to the demon's life. 


?The arrow literally drilled its way through Ravana's armour. Since Ravana knew that 
the most sensitive part of his body were his navel (verse nos. 53-54) and his heart 
(verse nos. 63, 71), he surely must have secured them to the best of his ability. This 
arrow penetrated through the thick shield of armour that Ravana wore, bored through 
the thickness of his flesh and bones, went through his heart, and emerged from the 
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other side of his body to enter the earth. In modern parlance it could have been an 
armour penetrating missile. For that matter, all the special arrows or projectiles shot 
by both of them, Ravana and Lord Ram, at each other—such as the Indrastra, the 
Brahmastra, the Agneyastra etc.—could have been state-of-the-art, technologically 
advanced war heads. 


“The technology of recovering the arrows and other projectiles once shot for re-use 
was the primary reason why big battles were fought with only one or two quivers in 
stock. There was no need for fresh supply of arrows because all the arrows could be 
retrieved. The skill lay in using these technologically advanced weapons on the 
enemy meticulously and properly, with correct timing and aim, so that they could be 
effective and properly controlled. 

The question now arises: It is said here that this special arrow which finally 
killed Ravana had emerged from the other side of his body, after having pierced 
through his heart, and then drilled itself into the earth. And then it is said that it 
returned to the quiver of Lord Ram. These two things don’t seem to add up; how was 
it possible that the arrow was retrieved by Lord Ram after it had drilled itself into the 
earth? 

Well, this mystery can be answered in the following way: The term ‘earth’ 
refers to the gross physical body of an individual, because his skin, bones, muscles 
etc. are said to be made of the ‘earth element’. This term, ‘earth’, is especially 
applicable to a ‘dead body’, a body from which life has exited. Hence, the moment 
Ravana was ‘dead’, his body was nothing but the ‘earth’ element in its grossness. So 
therefore, at the time of attack the arrow had entered a ‘living body’ on an individual 
whose name was Ravana, but after having killed him it emerged through his ‘dead 
body’ by piercing it on the back, and thence returned back to the quiver of Lord Ram 
just like a re-usable missile, as explained herein above in this note. The ‘dead body’ 
represents the ‘earth element’. So therefore, for all practical purposes, the arrow had 
‘entered the body of Ravana’, and when he was dead the instant the arrow ruptured 
his heart, the arrow ‘pierced or drilled through the earth element’ symbolized by the 
dead body of Ravana. After having emerged from it, the arrow went back to the place 
from where it was shot—viz. the quiver of Lord Ram, for it was designed that way, to 
return to the place from where it was shot. ] 
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73-74. As soon as the arrow hit him, Ravana's huge bow as well as his arrow fell 
down from his hand. He swooned and tottered, and the great king of the demons 
collapsed to the ground (73). 
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Seeing him lying on the ground, the remaining demons who had survived 
death till now became without a Lord (or King); so they lost all hopes (of victory) and 
fled everywhere from the battle-field, terrified and defeated (74). 
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75-76. "The 10-necked Ravana has died (daSagrivasya nidhanam), and Raghav 
(Lord Sri Ram) has been victorious (vijayam raghavasya ca)'—exclaimed the elated 
monkeys who were jubilant and ecstatic with joy at this glorious victory (75). 

They praised and applauded the victory of Sri Ram (vadanto ramavijayam) 
over the sinful Ravana (ravanasya tadvadham). In the sky, there was a thunderous 
sound of kettle-drums and trumpets that were played by the assembled gods to 
celebrate this singularly happy occasion (76). 
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77-79. Flowers were showered on Lord Sri Ram from all directions, while the sages, 
hermits, ascetics, mystics, bards and the gods all joined together to sing the Lord’s 
glory and say their prayers to him (77). 

Then the Apsaras (celestial damsels) began dancing merrily in the sky 
(heavens) to celebrate this auspicious occasion. Just at that time, a shaft or ball of 
splendorous, dazzling effulgence of light, which was blinding, brilliant and as 
magnificent as the sun, emerged from the body of Ravana (78) and entered the body 
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of the most exalted Raghu (Lord Sri Ram)! even as the Gods watched in awe and 
wonder. Seeing this wonderful and rarest of rare spectacle, the gods were very 
amazed; they exclaimed, 'Oh! The great soul Ravana is indeed very fortunate and 
privileged? (79). 


[Note—'This brilliant effulgence of light that exited from Ravana’s gross body to 
enter the body of Lord Sri Ram was the ‘soul’ or the Atma of the demon king. This 
Atma is pure consciousness; it is self-illuminated; it is eternally enlightened; and it is 
inherently pure, divine and holy; and it is the ‘true-self? of an individual. The gross 
physical body of a creature can be sinful and evil due to the bad deeds the creature 
does, but the Atma always remains pure and holy irrespective of what the body does. 
According to the metaphysical principles expounded in the Upanishads, this is the 
quintessential Truth of the Atma of any living being. 

Now, an individual’s Atma is a microcosmic form of the cosmic Atma, which 
is its macrocosmic counterpart. While the former is known as a ‘creature’ or a ‘living 
being’ or an ‘individual’, the latter is known as the *Parmatma' or the Supreme Being. 

The final rest or destination of the individual’s Atma is when it becomes one 
with the Supreme Atma, the Parmatma. 

This is what has indeed happened here with Ravana. His Atma had found its 
eternal rest and beatitude when it entered the body of Lord Ram, who was none else 
but the Parmatma, to become one with the latter. 


*This is why it is said that Ravana was truly very fortunate and privileged inasmuch as 
‘he’—in the form of his ‘true self? known as the Atma—has attained deliverance, 
emancipation and salvation inspite of him having the evil body of a ‘demon’ so easily, 
even without doing any religious service or any meritorious deed worth the name all 
through his life. 

This is also why Lord Ram has been lauded and applauded repeatedly as being 
as ocean of kindness, of being merciful, compassionate, benevolent, gracious and 
magnanimous, for the Lord has not taken any of Ravana’s evil deeds into 
consideration when the Lord discovered that his soul, his Atma, was yearning eagerly 
for deliverance. The Lord has clearly indicated that he has no personal ill-will or 
malice against Ravana—because the Lord is omniscient and all-knowing, and he is 
enlightened about the hidden wish of Ravana that he hopes to find emancipation and 
salvation for himself in a way he is comfortable with in his birth as a ‘demon’; for a 
‘demon’ is not expected to live a pious and holy life like that of a hermit or an ascetic 
or a sage, but that should not come in the way of the deliverance of his soul if this 
individual sincerely wishes for liberation from the body of a demon in which his soul 
is unfortunately trapped due to certain circumstances in the past, but for which he is 
full of regret and remorse at present. So such a tormented soul must be given a fair 
chance of redemption by invoking the virtue of forgiveness—which Lord Ram has 
actually done in the case of Ravana. These metaphysical and spiritual Truths are 
explicitly expressed in Tulsidas’ epic Story of Lord Ram as narrated in ‘Ram Charit 
Manas’, Lanka Kand, (i) Doha no. 104 along with Chanda line nos. 3-4 that precede 
it; and (11) Chaupai line nos. 7, 9-10 that precede Doha no. 114.] 
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80-82. We Gods primarily have good virtues and noble characteristics in abundance, 
and we are the favourites (or preferred ones) of Lord Vishnu, but still we wander in 
this world surrounded and tormented by fears, sorrows etc. of different sorts (80). 

Compared to this, he (Ravana) was very cruel, pervert and merciless, a 
murderer (literally a slayer) of Brahmins, one who possessed the most lowly and 
detestable characteristics one can imagine, such as being a repository of all sorts of 
sins, vices and evils. He was lascivious, promiscuous, insincere and unchaste; he was 
opposed to the Lord God; he was a heretic, an infidel; he harboured an abiding malice 
towards Lord Vishnu; and he was a tormentor of those who were doing penances and 
austerities (Tapa) (81). 

But what a wonder-of-wonders it is that while all the world watched in 
amazement and awe, he has been so singularly fortunate that his soul has found its 
eternal bliss, peace, beatitude and felicity by merging with the Supreme Soul 
represented by Lord Ram (who is none else but the Supreme Being himself in his 
form)". 

When the assembled Gods were thus wondering in amazement, the celestial 
sage Narad smiled and said (82)— 


[Note— The Gods were astonished because they had never expected Ravana—whom 
they had always thought to be an embodiment of sins and evil—to attain such an 
exalted death because the Supreme Being would himself come to his doorstep to grant 
him eternal liberation and deliverance, to bless him with emancipation and salvation. 

The fact that Ravana's soul or Atma was accepted by Lord Ram and granted a 
place within himself proves how much the Lord respected the purity and holiness of 
his soul. Forsooth and without any gainsay, verily, Lord Ram realized that the Ravana 
whom the world so much loathed and reviled was actually his gross physical body, 
and not his Atma which was his ‘true self’, the Atma which was as holy and pure as it 
ought to be. And therefore, the just and kind and all-knowing Supreme Lord of the 
world, who judges each individual very minutely, by taking everything and every 
aspect into consideration before passing a judgment against or in favour of anyone, 
decided that Ravana does not deserve to be condemned to eternal hell to suffer. 

The Lord determined that whatever Ravana he had done was done as a 
‘demon’, and the word ‘demon’ refers to his gross physical body but not definitely to 
his Atma, and this physical body was made to give its due penalty by being sacrificed 
in the war, for it was mutilated and decapitated in the final hours of the war before 


1921 


being killed. This was a sufficient sacrifice for Ravana, and once it was offered his 
soul had the right to redemption. 

The question arises: Why did Lord Ram accept Ravana’s soul within his own 
self? The answer is this: (i) To show the world that the Lord was exceptionally 
forgiving, merciful, compassionate, gracious, kind, understanding, magnanimous and 
benevolent so much so that he is ready to go to any extent to welcome anyone who 
wishes to come to him, overlooking all other things that would normally hinder such 
warm welcome. (ii) To show the world that the Lord had no personal ill-will against 
Ravana, and was merely punishing him for his misdeeds. (iii) To tell the world that a 
wise, just and enlightened judge is one who applies intelligence and always looks 
deeper before passing a judgment for or against anyone, for oftentimes what meets the 
eye is very deceptive—as was clearly the case with Ravana, for the world treated him 
as a vile person, whereas his ‘true self’, his Atma, was as holy and pure as it ought to 
be, and it was for this reason that Lord Ram had no second thoughts in accepting 
Ravana’s Atma within his own self. (iv) To give a cue to the world as to why valiant 
warriors who prefer to die fighting their adversaries in the battle-field are said to go to 
heaven—because by dying they would have made the ultimate sacrifice, and once a 
self-sacrifice is made the soul has the rightful claim to deliverance and eternal peace, 
which must be granted to it. 

There is another reason also—Ravana was so loathed and feared by the Gods 
that they would never give his soul permission to ascend to heaven; so going to the 
heaven was ruled out. As for going to hell for his sins, that was also not possible for 
Ravana because the lord of hell, i.e. Yam, too hated and feared him as much as his 
brethrens in the heaven. To wit, both the Gods in heaven and Yam in hell refused to 
accept Ravana. So Lord Ram thought: “Doesn’t matter; I will grant Ravana a place 
where no one can object, for it is my own sanctuary. I have made him pay for his 
misdeeds, so now it is obligatory for me to give his soul a place to abide. If the Gods 
and Yam won’t accept him, well and good; I myself would accept him! And no one 
can say anything as to this abode for Ravana’s soul, because I have a right to grant 
admission to anyone in my personal chambers.” Say, how gracious and loving Lord 
Sri Ram, our Lord, is, indeed! ] 
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83-85. [Narad said to the gods—] 'Oh my dear Gods! Listen to my views. All of you 
are well-versed in the essential wisdom of Dharma (i.e. the principles that govern the 
destiny of the soul). Since Ravana was opposed to Sri Ram, he constantly thought of 
him day and night, albeit with enmity and malice (83). 

He was not alone in this remembrance, for all his dependants, such as his 
watriors, ministers, servants etc., too were constantly thinking of Lord Sri Ram. When 
Ravana heard that he was destined to die at the hands of Lord Sri Ram, he was so 
mentally terrified of the Lord that he constantly saw (i.e., imagined, visualized, 
thought of) Raghav (Sri Ram) every moment of his life; he saw Lord Ram everywhere 
(84) so much so that he even dreamt of him in the night when he slept. 

In this way, Ravana's anger and vengeance became his reward or boon, and it 
proved to be more fruitful and useful for him (as it provided deliverance to his soul) 
than all the teachings and preaching of Guru (a spiritual teacher) would have ever 
benefited him (85). 
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86. In the end, being killed at the hands of Sri Ram himself, all his residual sins and 
their attendent negative effects were washed away; his soul was cleaned and of all his 
sins. 

As aresult, being freed or liberated from all the fetters (of sins and evil deeds), 
Ravana attained the supreme stature of being one with the Supreme Being who had 
come to provide him deliverance in the form of Lord Sri Ram (86). 
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87. [Now in this verse, Narad prescribes the method for the creatures of this world 
to attain salvation—] Even though a person had been a sinner, wicked, pervert and 
evil, or he had been rapacious towards the wealth and women of others—if he still 
remembers Lord Sri Ram, constantly, persistently and consistently, either by way of 
devotion or out of fear (1.e. willingly out of devotion and faith, or fearfully out of fear 
of hell and retribution for his sins and misdeeds), and should he die this way, then 
surely he is deemed to have become purified in his mind and heart. This entitles him 
to attain freedom from all spiritual torments, for he is surely liberated from all his 
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sufferings caused by his sins and misdeeds that may have accumulated over numerous 
births. 

Consequently, this purified creature is granted access to the heaven where holy 
souls who have been cleansed of all spiritual impurities are destined to go. This 
‘heaven’ is the eternal abode of Lord Vishnu whose incarnation is in the person of 
Lord Sri Ram. 

Verily indeed, forsooth and without any gainsay, Lord Sri Ram no one else but 
Lord Vishnu himself. 

The exalted abode of Lord Vishnu is known as ‘Vaikuntha’; it is praised and 
honoured even by Indra (the king of Gods)" (87). 


[Note—'It clearly means that the heaven which is referred to here as ‘Vaikuntha’, 
where Lord Vishnu lives, is superior to the general ‘heaven’ were those souls who 
have lived a good and meritorious life would usually go after death of their bodies. 
Vaikuntha is attained by that individual who dies while remembering Lord Ram—for 
it is said that “the soul of a creature attains a destiny of which it has been thinking at 
the time of death of the creature”. 

So therefore, if a dying person thinks of this world, then his soul would come 
back to this world, i.e. it will take a re-birth. In which form it takes a re-birth would 
then be determined by what stands to the credit or debit in the account of his past life, 
which depends on the net result that is obtained by balancing the account of his past 
life’s actions and deeds. 

But should he surrender his soul to the thoughts of the Lord God at the time of 
his death, sincerely regretting his evil deeds and sinful actions, and prays to the Lord 
to forgive him and grant redemption to his soul, then let him be assured that he will 
rise higher than even the ordinary ‘heaven’, for the merciful and compassionate Lord 
God welcomes him in his own abode in ‘Vaikuntha’ with open arms. 

This in brief is the message of Narad in these verses. ] 
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88. [Now, Narad describes the divine and heavenly view of Lord Sri Ram after he has 
just obtained victory over Ravana—] 
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'Having killed the 10-headed Ravana—who was tormenting the three worlds'—in the 
battle, he (Sri Ram) is standing majestically in the battle-field, holding in his left hand 
his bow one end of which rests on the ground, while he is gently moving his arrow 
that he holds in the other (right) hand (as if to show his grace upon it with his 
caresses). 

The corners of his eyes are red; and his body—which has been peppered with 
arrows and sprinkled with blood—looks radiant, splendorous and glorious like 
millions of suns shining at the same time. His muscular, well built and handsome 
body is crowned by the Glory of Victory. 

He is being praised, honoured and shown due reverence by Indra, the king of 
Gods. 

Oh the most valorous, gallant and majestic Lord Sri Ram, please grant me 
your abiding protection' (88). 


[Note—'The “three worlds” refer to the three divisions of the living world: the 
heaven, the earth and the nether world. | 


Thus ends Canto 11 of Adhyatma Ramayan that describes the conversation between 
Lord Shiva and goddess Uma, his consort. 


{This brings to an end the Epic War of Lanka. In the next Chapter we shall read what 
happened in the wake of Ravana's death and Lord Ram's victory. } 
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Part 6 


The War Ends with Victory for Lord Ram’s Forces; Mandodari grieves 
for her husband Ravana; Vibhishan made the New King of Lanka; Sita is 
Re-United with Lord Ram; The Return of Lord Ram with His 
Companions back to His Capital at Ayodhya. 


Introduction: 


This is the Final Part of our Book. Here we shall read what happened after Ravana 
was killed in the War of Lanka and Lord Ram attained victory, and then about Sita’s 
reunion with the Lord, followed by the Lord’s triumphant return to his capital city of 
Ayodhya at the end of his 14-years of forest sojourn. 

We shall round off our narrative by quickly going over the entire Story of the 
Ramayana, by way of recapitulation. For this purpose too, we shall be reading 
relevant verses directly from Ram Charit Manas, for these verses are especially 
dedicated to this quick reading of the whole Story presented in brief. 


For the purpose of our narrative, we have divided this Part no. 6 into following 
Chapters and their Sections as detailed herein below:- 
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Chapter 19: The War Ends with Victory for Lord Ram’s Forces; Jubilation in the 
ranks of the Gods and their Praise of Lord Ram; Appointment of Vibhishan as the 
New King of Lanka: 

Section 19.1 Geetawali Ramayan 

Section 19.2 Kavitawali Ramayan 

Section 19.3 Ram Charit Manas 

Section 19.4 Adhyatma Ramayan 


Chapter 20: Sita Re-United with Lord Ram: 
Section 20.1 Ram Charit Manas 
Section 20.2 Adhyatma Ramayan 


Chapter 21: Epilogue— 

Lord Ram Embarks on His Journey Back Home to Ayodhya with His 
Companions onboard the Air-Plane called Pushpak; Lord Ram's Arrival in Ayodhya 
to a warm and tumultuous Welcome; Lord Ram’s ascending the Throne of Ayodhya 
as a King and the Lord Emperor; Lord Ram's guests from Kishkindha and Lanka 
return to their respective kingdoms: 

Section 21.1 (sub-section 21.1.1—21.1.5) Ram Charit Manas 

Section 21.2 (sub-section 21.2.1—21.2.2) Adhyatma Ramayan 

Section 21.3 (sub-section 21.3.1—21.3.2) Geetawali Ramayan 


Chapter 22: The whole Story of the *Ramayana"—Recapitulated and Told Quickly in 
a ‘Fast Motion’ mode from ‘Ram Charit Manas’ of Goswami Tulsidas. 


So now, let us start our narrative. 


Chapter 19 


The War Ends with Victory for Lord Ram’s Forces; Jubilation in the 
ranks of the Gods and their Praise of Lord Ram; Appointment of 
Vibhishan as the New King of Lanka. 


Section 19.1: Geetawali Ramayan 


Geetawali Ramayan, Lanka Kand, verse no. 16 


Lord Ram has finally been victorious in the epic War of Lanka. He has vanquished 
the evil demons and has ended their terror in the world; all living beings were relieved 
of their horrors. The prayers of Mother Earth and the Gods were answered. Sages, 
ascetics, hermits and all other holy persons, who were constantly under threat from 
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the demons, felt very happy. The balance of Gunas (virtues and characters) was 
restored in favour of Dharma (principles of righteousness, auspiciousness, probity, 
propriety, good and ethical conduct, and general adherence to norms of meritorious 
life as advised by the scriptures). There was cheer and happiness all around; a new 
dawn of peace and rule-of-law dawned. 

But all these benefits were for the world; what about the demons who were 
killed in this ferocious war? Forsooth and without gainsay, they too had their share of 
good fortune, as each and every demon who died in this war found instant liberation 
and deliverance for his soul; everyone of the demons attained emancipation and 
salvation; every one of them found beatitude and felicity for their souls. Why so if 
they were so cruel and nasty? This particular aspect is what makes Lord Ram so great 
and exalted: for the Lord is so exceptionally merciful, kind, gracious, magnanimous, 
benevolent and compassionate, as well as forgiving and tolerant that he decided to 
liberate the souls of all these sinful creatures, to provide them with salvation, and 
ensure that all of them are granted deliverance and emancipation—apropos: Ram 
Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 7, 9-10 that precede Doha no. 114. 


Now, let us go back to the Battle-Field of Lanka and have a look around to see what is 
taking place there. 

After the war ended with Ravana’s soul being granted deliverance from his 
demon-body, a sudden calm descended on the arena of this ferocious war. The 
victorious Lord Ram stood in the middle of the battle-field, looking gallant, majestic 
and charming. 

The illustrious and blessed poet-saint Goswami Tulsidas describes the Lord’s 
beauty and the singular charm of his form in Geetawali Ramayan, Lanka Kand, verse 
no. 16. Let us read it quickly as follows:- 


dort WA 
RET pex 


(6 / 16) 
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(6/16) 


rajata rama kama-sata-sundara. 

ripu rana jiti anuja samga sobhita, phérata capa-bisisa banaruha-kara.. 1.. 
syama sarira rucira $rama-sikara, sonita-kana bica bica manohara. 

janu khadyota-nikara, harihita-gana, bhrajata marakata-saila-sikharapara.. 2.. 
ghayala bira birajata cahum disi, harasita sakala riccha aru banacara. 
kusumita kinsuka-taru samüha maham, taruna tamala bisala bitapa bara.. 3.. 
rajiva-nayana biloki krpa kari, ki'6 abhaya muni-naga, bibudha-nara. 
tulasidasa yaha rupa anüpama hiya-saroja basi dusaha bipatihara.. 4.. 


Victorious Lord Ram 


Verse no. 6/16—{As had been already noted in an introduction to verse no. 6/5 herein 
above, Tulsidas has preferred to skip the details of the War of Lanka in this book 
Geetawali. The probable reasons are also outlined therein. 

So, he comes straight to the point of time when the demons were defeated and 
Lord Ram won the war. This point of time in the story—Lord Ram's victory—is also 
narrated in (i) Kavitawali, Lanka Kand, verse nos. 6/56— 6/58; and (ii) Refer: Ram 
Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Doha no. 103 along with Chaupai line nos. 10-11 and 
Chanda line nos. 1-8 that precede it.] 


Having conquered his enemy, victorious Lord Ram is present in the battle-field with 
his brother Laxman. He appears most charming and magnificent like thousands of 
Kamdeos (cupids) appearing in his person at once. He is moving his hands on his 
bows and arrows (1). 


Sweat drops interspersed with blood drops are glistening on his dark complexioned 
body as if red creepers look magnificent surrounded by hordes of glow-worms on the 
summit of Mt. Markat Mani (i.e. a mountain of emerald)! (2). 

['Here, the dark complexioned body of Lord Ram is likened to Mt. Markat 
Mani; the streams of blood flowing from his body to the ‘creepers of red colour’ that 
drape the sides of this mountain; and the glistening sweat drops to the ‘glow worms’. | 


Wounded warriors are sitting around him. All those monkeys and bears are extremely 
happy. Lord Ram looks as magnificent as a large and young but huge Tamaal Tree 
(taruna tamala bisala bitapa bara) amongst smaller Kinskuk Trees that have 
blooming flowers (Kusumita kinsuka-taru samüha mahamiy’ (3). 

[The * Tamaal tree" is the Black Catechu tree (Xanthocymus epictorius); the 
“Kinsuk tree" is the Butea Frondosa tree which bears beautiful flowers. 

Here, Lord Ram is likened to the Black Catechu tree because of his dark 
complexion, and the monkeys who sit around him in a jubilant mood to the countless 
flowers that bloom on the comparatively smaller tree called Butea Frondosa.] 


At that moment, that lotus-eyed Lord glanced at the gods, hermits, legendary serpents 
and men, and made them fearless’. 
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Tulsidas prays that this vision of peerless beauty which vanquishes all mighty 
troubles of the heart and torments of the mind, should ever reside in his heart (4). 

Refer: (a) Geetawali, Lanka Kand, verse no. 6/22, stanza no. 2; and (b) Ram 
Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Doha no. 103.] 


OK 2K 2K K K K K ok 


Section 19.2: Kavitawali Ramayan 


Kavitawali Ramayan, Lanka Kand, verse nos. 56-58 


Like in the case of Geetawali Ramayan, Lord Ram’s exceptional charm and beauty as 
he stood victorious in the battle-field of Lanka has been described by Tulsidas in 
Kavitawali Ramayan too, the difference being in the style of composition—for 
whereas Geetawali is in the form of a ‘Geet’, meaning a “song”, Kavitawali is in the 
form of a ‘Kavita’, meaning a “poetry”. 

A ‘song’ is sung, and one who is an expert in this skill is called a singer, while 
‘poetry’ is recited, and one who recites it is a poet. Basically these two styles of 
composition are the same as they touch the heart of the listener and are pleasing to the 
ears, though technically there may be some form of subtle difference between the two 
formats and styles of renderings. 

Now, after we have read how Lord Ram’s beauty and charm have been 
described in Geetawali Ramayan once the war ended, and before we move ahead with 
our narrative of what subsequently happened in Lanka in the wake of Lord Ram's 
victory in this war, let us briefly recapitulate the ‘landmark events’ of this epic war as 
narrated in Kavitawali Ramayan, Lanka Kand, verse nos. 56-58:- 


The War Ends 


«ru feet cbrerep, al smag Bate A, 
SHY at «wer A, deer eee cili 
aia aerate eft, uf proe, 
Ratsa Anfa, Aa BAlere—-dzal aril 
ure aR ef BaRa- er» fev, 
wae cata Ae Wee aq AI 
va urea facia > fart uad Gi, 
aad pl gama mèg Beal avs 15611 


56. bapa diyo kananu, bho ananu subhananu so, 
bairi bho dasananu so, tiyako haranu bho. 

bali balasali dali, pali kapirajako, 

bibhisanu nevaji, seta sagara-taranu bho.. 

ghora rari heri tripurari-bidhi hare hi'em, 
ghayala lakhana bira banara baranu bho. 

aise sokamerm tiloku kai bisoka palahi mem, 
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sabahi ko tulasiko sahebu saranu bho..56.. 


Verse no. 6/56—‘Lord Ram’s face never showed anger, remorse, annoyance or 
dejection and any other negative signs even though his father exiled him, or a warrior 
as brave as Ravana became his enemy and kidnapped Sita. He protected Sugriv by 
killing his enemy and arch rival, the powerful Bali, had mercy on Vibhishan, crossed 
the ocean by constructing a bridge across it, fought such a furious war that even 
Brahma and Shiva shuddered and had lost all hopes of victory in their hearts, and his 
brother Laxman was wounded in the battle, got so much smeared with blood and dust 
that his countenance resembled those of red-faced monkeys. 

Even in the face of such adversities and misfortunes, he could redeem the three 
Lokas (by vanquishing the fear of the Gods)—Tulsidas says that his Lord is such that 
he gives refuge to all and obliges them fully.” 

[Note—Verse nos. 56—58 sort of recapitulates the story of Lord Ram since his 

coming to the forest till the time the epic war of Lanka ended and the Lord was 
victorious. | 


Bape Seal Ya WH, Ce ApS Hear ale 

yoain Raa- yoa- oe R-N || 

eq eama aoada, odd, Bldg ot Aetaad at Fi 
ardd—aete—-atieg Aa “Gert we ‘er Y! sar À ster Wi 45711 


57. kumbhakarannu han'yo rana rama, dalyo dasakandharu kandhara tore. 
püsanabansa bibhisana-pUsana-téja-pratapa gare ari-ore.. 

deva nisana bajavata, gavata, samvatu go manabhavata bho rē. 
nacata-banara-bhalu sabai ‘tulasi’ kahi ‘ha re! haha bhai aho rē.. 57.. 


Verse no. 6/57—Lord Ram killed Kumbhkaran and Ravana by breaking the latter's 
neck in the war. In this way the hail (enemy) melted by the heat of the sun (the glory 
of Lord Ram) (1). 

The Gods sing and beat their trumpets and drums because their dependence on 
Ravana ended and their wishes were fulfilled. Even the monkeys and bears are 
dancing with joy, cheering, ‘Oh what a wonder! How great! Fantastic!’ (2).” 


are wa wade wag ā aga afer, 
saga ea-afer tact aud È | 


yore vr BË Bg aug Bg 
aA 3i|z crest aurfereaas faro, 


aaa Raog fee, Ale weg 2a 
smag att, ciepfer fore ceuret aa, 
‘qa’ hem B cb fea mag S115811 


58. maré rana raticara ravanu sakula dali, 
anuküla deva-muni phüla barasatu haim. 
naga, nara, kinnara, biranci, hari, haru heri 
pulaka sarira hi'ém hetu harasatu haim.. 
bama ora janaki krpanidhanake birajairn, 
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dekhata bisadu mitai, modu karasatu hair. 
ayasu bho, lokani sidharé lokapala sabai, 
‘tulasi’ nihala kai kai diye sarakhatu haim..58.. 


Verse no. 6/58—Lord Ram crushed Ravana along with his kin and other demons in 
the war. Exhilarated and ecstatic at the victory, the gods and sages showered flowers 
upon the Lord (from the sky / heaven). Watching the scene, the terrestrial serpents, 
humans, ‘Kinnars’ (dancers and singers) as well as Lords Brahma, Shiva and Vishnu 
became thrilled, and their hearts overflowed with joy, delight, love and affection. 

The merciful (Lord Ram) has Sita on his left!, the very vision of which results 
in (provides) freedom from sorrows and enhances happiness. All the Lokpals 
(guardians) took leave and went to their respective posts (Lokas). 

Tulsidas says that the Lord Ram made everyone happy and contented, and 
declared that now onwards they should all be fearless.” 


[Note—'This stanza prepares us for the next phase of this marvelous and fascinating 
Story of Lord Ram’s victory over the demon forces, led by their king Ravana, in the 
Epic War of Lanka—for it refers to “Sita standing to the left of Lord Ram", which 
obviously means that she has been freed from her captivity in Lanka after Ravana’s 
death. 

What transpired during the time between Ravana’s death and her restoration to 
Lord Ram is the subject matter of our reading in the pages that follow. ] 


OK 2K 2K K ok ok K ok 


Section 19.3: Ram Charit Manas 


Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha 
no. 104—to Doha no. 106. 


{Note—After the brief pause of Sections 19.1 (Geetawali Ramayan) and 19.2 
(Kavitawali Ramayan), now we shall resume our narrative in this Section no. 19.3 by 
picking up the thread from where we had left it earlier in Chapter 18, Section 18.1.} 


The severed heads of Ravana fell before his chief queen Mandodari. Though she 
grieved and lamented sorely at the death of her husband Ravana, she also lauded the 
grace and magnanimity of Lord Ram that he had been exceptionally and singularly 
kind and gracious to grant emancipation and salvation to the soul of Ravana inspite of 
his being very sinful, pervert, vile and evil. When the assembled gods and sages heard 
her, they very much appreciated Mandodari’s wisdom and enlightened thoughts 
because her praise of Lord Ram showed that she understood that the Lord had not 
actually ‘killed’ her husband with any sort of animosity and malice in his heart, but 
the fact was quite the contrary, for the Lord had provided her husband’s soul the rare 
blessing of ‘liberation from the demonic body in which it was trapped, granting it 
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deliverance, emancipation and salvation’ which Ravana would never have got if he 
was allowed to live a life on his own terms as a ‘demon’. The greatness and 
magnanimity of Lord Ram, of whom Mandodari was certain was none but the 
Supreme Being himself*, lay in this very thing—that the Lord had taken the trouble to 
suffer himself so much in order to free her husband’s soul from the swamp of sins and 
evil deeds that it was trapped in by the virtue of the body of a demon in which this 
soul lived, by ‘killing’ the sinful body as it paved the way for the soul of her dear 
husband to escape from it and find its freedom, just like a prisoner who is suddenly 
freed from a prison from which he had never imagined he would ever be freed. 
Forsooth, this therefore was not ‘killing of her husband by Lord Ram’, but it was a 
mighty blessing in disguise for him; it was a blessing that had left even the gods and 
sages amazed at Ravana’s good fortune, and made them laud him for the exalted 
destiny that his soul had attained inspite of his spending his life sinfully#. 

{*Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes 
Doha no. 14—to Doha no. 15. 

#Refer: (a) Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 9-11 that 
precede Doha no. 103; and (b) Adhyatma Ramayan, Lanka/Yudha Kand, Canto 11, 
verse nos. 79-88.) 

However, from the perspective of this gross world, we see everyone in 
Ravana's family grieving and lamenting on his death. Even Vibhishan was 
emotionally upset and sad when he saw everyone in his bereaved family weeping and 
wailing so sorrowfully. Laxman stepped forward to condole Vibhishan and assuage 
his feelings. After that, Lord Ram summoned his chief ministers and instructed them 
to go to Lanka with Vibhishan, and anoint him as the kingdom's new King. 

These episodes have been described in Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, from 
Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 104—to Doha no. 106. 


Let us now commence to read what happened immediately after the demise of 
Ravana, the great king of the demon race. First we shall read that as soon as it was 
clear that Ravana was dead, a thick pall of gloom descended on his family; his chief 
queen Mandodari as well as all others in the royal household lamented and grieved 
most woefully. Then Vibhishan too grieved at the death of his brother, and Laxman 
comforted him. Finally we shall see Lord Ram fulfilling his promise given to 
Vibhishan: that at the end of the war he would make the latter a King of Lanka. 
{Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Doha no. 49 along with Chaupai line 
nos. 8-10 and Chanda line nos. 1-4 that precede it.) 


"dio. Ufa far euge Were pue ferner ett vatur uit i 9 u 
Gata de trad sis eng idle sors War ule SU! 3 

caupa’. 

pati sira dekhata mandodari. muruchita bikala dharani khasi pari. 1. 

jubati brnda rovata uthi dha'irn. tehi utha'i ravana pahim ā'im. 2. 


No sooner had Mandodari seen her husband's head falling right before her!, than she 
swooned and fell down unconscious on the ground. (1) 
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The women folk of the royal household (maids, servitors, guards and other royal 
attendants) too broke down, weeping and grieving along with Mandodari at the death 
of their lord (Ravana). They lifted Mandodari up from the ground, and brought her to 
the place (in the battle-field) where Ravana’s body lay on the ground’. (2) 


[Note—'Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes 
Doha no. 103. 


“They all came to the battle-field to see Ravana’s dead body for the last time, and pay 
their last respects to him. 

They also wanted to verify if Ravana was actually dead, for merely seeing his 
heads was no guarantee that he was really dead. During the course of the war, his 
heads were severed many times by Lord Ram, and all these heads had flown here and 
there in the sky, and after sometimes they must have landed somewhere. So therefore, 
the palace women could not be absolutely certain that Ravana was dead by merely 
seeing his severed heads. Hence, they wished to ascertain the facts by visiting the 
battle-ground and seeing for themselves that Ravana was indeed dead. ] 


ufa fa dha a fé Geert bee Ha aS TTT HSTRT 3 Ul 
st dre enifé fare ArT | Wad Hels Ward sema x I 


pati gati dékhi tē karahirn pukara. chüte kaca nahirn bapusa sambhara. 3. 
ura tarana karahim bidhi nana. rovata karahim pratapa bakhana. 4. 


When they (Mandodari as well as all other ladies who accompanied her) saw the 
condition of their lord (“pati”; i.e. Ravana)! (lying prostrate and motionless on the 
ground, with all his heads and limbs cut-off, and covered with a thick cake of dust 
mixed with dried blood), they wailed and lamented most woefully, crying in agony of 
grief, dismay and distress. 

Their long tresses were disheveled and in complete disorder; they weren't in 
control of themselves and their bodies. (3) 


All of them woefully beat their chests and felt utterly miserable in their hearts while 
remembering their lord’s greatness and glories, which they, led by their grieving 
queen Mandodari, enumerated in laudable terms, praising him for his outstanding 
achievements for which he was so famed and acclaimed’. (4) 


[Note—'The word used in the text for Ravana is “pati”: it has a dual meaning: for 
Mandodari it meant her ‘husband’, and for the rest of the ladies it meant their ‘lord’. 


?The ladies were in great grief and overcome with remorse. No matter how bad, evil 
and cruel Ravana may have been for the rest of the world, for them he was their 
caretaker who provided them their security, their needs and their comforts; and with 
his death they had lost their lord and master. They stared at a morbid, gloomy and 
uncertain future, for they did not know what was in store for them, and how the new 
ruler would treat them. They feared for the worse as they already had a very bitter 
experience of how an invading army behaves on several occasions during the war, but 
more specifically when recently the small detachment of monkeys, who were sent to 
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stop Ravana’s fire sacrifice, had ill-treated and humiliated them by dragging them by 
their hairs and pulling them out from the inside of the palace. {Apropos: (i) Ram 
Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chanda line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 85; and (ii) 
Adhyatma Ramayan, Lanka/Yudha Kand, Canto 10, verse nos. 24-32.} 

They guessed that after this victory, Vibhishan would surely ascend the throne 
of Lanka, as he was the next in line of natural succession. With the memory of how 
roughly his brother Ravana had treated him in full court and then kicked him out of 
the kingdom very unceremoniously, there were fair chances of his squaring up the 
account of the insults that he had been subjected to by avenging his anger on 
Ravana’s ladies; if not physically ravishing them in the worst scenario, then at the 
best by treating them as his mistresses and concubines on-call, who would be 
expected to gratify his pleasures at his will, or else face punishment, thereby robbing 
them of their freedom, honour, dignity and self-respect that all of them had hitherto 
enjoyed under their lord Ravana. 


*When a person is dead, it is a matter of courtesy and civility and good manners that 
only his goodness and achievements are recounted, and not his sins and evilness; this 
is the standard way obituaries are written. No one, not even those who had malice 
against him while he was alive, would say in public that the dead man was a vile 
person; for with his death his sins also die with his dead body. What survived Ravana 
was his soul, and this soul is eternally pure and holy, and hence without blemishes. 

If outsiders refrain from criticizing a dead person, how can his kith and kin, 
his close family members such as his wife and brother, durst ever gather courage to 
insinuate him, for in case they do so then they themselves become objects of scorn 
and ridicule in this world? 

It is forsooth an undeniable fact that there was no greater warrior at that time 
than Ravana who had conquered the whole world with the formidable strength of his 
arms. He was not only invincible in the battle-field but also a great performer of 
sacrifices, as well as scholar in his own right. Even the almighty gods were 
vanquished by him; he had performed many a great sacrifices by the virtue of which 
Braham, the creator, and Lord Shiva, the concluder of this creation, had themselves 
been so pleased with him that they had granted him several boons; and as for 
scholarship, Ravana was well-versed in the scriptures and their Mantras, and his 
prayer, called “Shiva Tandava Strotra” in honour of Lord Shiva, who incidentally was 
his patron deity, has no match in Sanskrit literature. He also did severe penances, 
observed austerities, practiced meditation and contemplation, and taken all-in-all, he 
was a learned and wise soul. 

As to the question “why did he do so many sins”, the answer is: it was not 
‘he’, i.e. his true self known as his Atma (pure consciousness) that commit any sin, 
but it was his gross body of a demon that did it. 

And further, if we examine the circumstances of his getting a demonic body, 
we find that it was not because of some grave sin or evil deed of his own doing, but 
because of a nasty scheme laid out by one of his enemies in his previous life that led 
to Brahmins falsely holding him guilty and cursing him to become a demon for a 
grave sin that he had not at all committed. We have already read this story earlier in 
Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, from Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 153— 
to Doha no. 176. 

So therefore, to be honest to Ravana, the real blame for all his sufferings was 
not his own misdeeds, but the over-jealous Brahmins who had misused their powers 
to curse him without finding out the truth. ] 
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da ae Aer Stet Frat sm ast STA aes uh quet & n 
TW HAS Ale Teale TANT Vat ay eT US AT BATU S I 


tava bala natha dola nita dharani. tēja hina pavaka sasi tarani. 5. 
sesa kamatha sahi sakahim na bhara. so tanu bhumi pare'u bhari chara. 6. 


Mandodari, who was all the more sad and remorseful at the loss of her dear husband, 
honoured her departed lord by lauding his achievements in the following words: ‘Oh 
Lord! The earth shook by the might of your valorous arms. The Fire God, the Moon 
and the Sun faded in comparison to your grand majesty and astounding glory. (3) 


It is such an irony that you, who once were so mighty and great that the Tortoise and 
Seshnath (who are said to support the earth and the world on their back and hoods 
respectively) shook and shuddered when you walked majestically’, now lie fallen on 
the ground covered with dust! (4) 


[Note—'Refer: Ram Charit Manas, (a) Baal Kand, Chaupai line nos. 4-5 that precede 
Doha no. 182; and (b) Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 25.] 


wm HAT WS GANT | A WaT aft HE T AAT UO 
YMA MAAS Hea AT As | SS] UYg STATA Ht ATS Ul N 


baruna kubéra surésa samira. rana sanmukha dhari kāhunř na dhira. 7. 
bhujabala jitehu kala jama sa'im. aju parehu anatha ki na'im. 8. 


Varun (the patron god of water), Kuber (the treasurer of gods), Suresh (the king of 
gods; Indra), and Samira (the wind god)'—none of them dare to stand before you in 
the battle-field. (7) 


Oh Lord; you had vanquished even Kaal, the god of death, by the force of your 
powerful arms’. 

Alas! It is so unfortunate that today you are lying helplessly on the ground as 
if you are without any support; as if your legendary valour, gallantry, strength and 
power have altogether abandoned you. (8) 


[Note—'Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 3-4 that precede 
Doha no. 8 


?Refer: Ram Charit Manas, (a) Baal Kand, Doha no. 182 along with Chaupai line nos. 


6-13 that precede it; and (b) Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 6-7 that precede Doha no. 
96.] 
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jagata bidita tumhari prabhuta'. suta parijana bala barani na jal. 9. 
rama bimukha asa hala tumhara. raha na ko'u kula rovanihara. 10. 


Your (Ravana's) majesty, greatness, achievements, gallantry and glories are famed 
throughout the world; the strength and valour of your kith and kin were so immense 
that they could not be sufficiently enumerated and praised by anyone. (9) 


But alas, such a woeful has been your fate by being hostile towards and harbouring 
animosity with Lord Ram that no one is left in your race (and family) to at least weep 
for you on your demise’. (10) 


[Note— It is surely a biting and bitter taunt on Vibhishan—for everyone knows that 
he was Ravana's brother, and when the ladies said that *no one lives in Ravana's 
family to weep for him after he died", a finger of scorn and contempt is pointed 
directly at his brother Vibhishan. Ravana's ladies blame Vibhishan for their lord's 
death, and for all practical purposes they indicate that they treat him as an outcaste 
from the demon race. 

It was sure to pinch Vibhishan's conscience sorely, and he would understand 
that in the final analysis of history he would never be forgiven for his betrayal and for 
being an agent to bring about the ruin of his own family.] 
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tava basa bidhi prapanca saba natha. sabhaya disipa nita navahim matha. 11. 
aba tava sira bhuja jambuka khahim. rama bimukha yaha anucita nahim. 12. 
kala bibasa pati kaha na mana. aga jaga nathu manuja kari jana. 13. 


Oh Lord (natha)! The entire world, which the creator Brahma had created, was under 
your domain and command. The Lokpals (the gods who are appointed as custodians 
of the world) used to bow their heads before you daily to pay their respects to your 
majesty. (11) 


What a paradox and an irony of fate it is that now your majesty's heads and arms are 
being eaten by jackals. [Why has this come to be?] 

But there is no wonder that this has come to be your fate because it is not 
unexpected as a punishment for your being against Lord Ram. (12) 


[Mandodari laments—] Oh my dear husband (pati)! You were under the influence of 
Kaal (death) because you had not paid heed to my advice that I had proffered to you 
repeatedly in this regard (that you were committing a grave folly by being hostile to 
Lord Ram, and that you must make peace with him at any cost)’. 

This Kaal had so much deluded your wisdom that inspite of my entreaties you 
had been so stubborn that you thought Lord Ram to be a human prince. (13) 
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[Note—'There are several occasions when Mandodari had tried to persuade Ravana to 
end hostility with Lord Ram and make his peace with him, but he stubbornly refused. 

Refer: Ram Charit Manas, (a) Sundar Kand, Doha no. 36 along with Chaupai 
line nos. 4-10 that precede it; (b) Lanka Kand, (i) Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes 
Doha no. 6—to Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 8; (ii) Chaupai line no. 6 
that precedes Doha no. 14—to Doha no. 15; (iii) Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes 
Doha no. 36—to Doha no. 37.] 
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chanda. 


jan'yo manuja kari danuja kanana dahana pavaka hari svayam. 1. 
jehi namata siva brahmadi sura piya bhajehu nahim karunamayam. 2. 
ajanma te paradroha rata papaughamaya tava tanu ayam. 3. 
tumhahü diyo nija dhama rama namami brahma niramayam. 4. 


[Regretting her husband's stubborn attitude that he did not pay any attention to her 
entreaties to him to make peace with Lord Ram, which culminated in his death, 
Mandodari laments woefully—] 


What an irony of fate it is that you had been so deluded as to have treated the great 
Lord God as an ordinary human being, for you did not realize (inspite of my 
warnings) that Lord Ram is no one else but Lord Hari (Lord Vishnu, the Supreme 
Being) himself in this form, and that he is a like a great wild-fire that would reduce to 
ashes the huge forest symbolized by the great demon race. (Chanda line no. 1) 


Oh my dear husband (piya)! It is so unfortunate and regrettable that you had failed to 
worship Lord Ram before whom all the gods, including Lords Shiva and Brahma (the 
two great gods of the Trinity), bow their heads in reverence. (Chanda line no. 2) 


From the time of your birth you had always been hostile towards others, harbouring 
malice and ill-will for one and all. Indeed, your body was an embodiment of sins and 
evilness. (Chanda line no. 3) 


But inspite of all these shortcomings of yours, it is such a mighty wonder and a great 
good fortune for you that Lord Ram had bestowed you with the boon of being able to 
live in his own place’. [To wit, the merciful and compassionate Lord Ram has 
forgiven you for all your sins and misdeeds, and instead of condemning you to suffer 
eternally in hell, he has granted your soul eternal peace and beatitude. Verily and in 
all sooth, the gracious Lord has bestowed your soul with the reward of deliverance, 
emancipation and salvation that you could never have ever expected in your life.] 

So therefore, I most sincerely, and with the greatest of honesty that I can 
command, pay my reverence to such a benevolent Lord Ram who is none but the 
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eternal and faultless supreme Brahm, the Supreme Being, himself personified’. 
(Chanda line no. 4) 


[Note—'We have read earlier that the Atma, or the soul, of Ravana had emerged from 
his body to go and enter directly in the holy body of Lord Ram—apropos: Ram Charit 
Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 9 that precedes Doha no. 103. 

This is why Mandodari says that “Lord Ram has given her husband a 
residence very close to the Lord himself", because a person's heart is a place where 
those who are very close and dear to him find a place to dwell in a subtle way, in a 
symbolic manner. 

How did Mandodari come to know of this development that took place in the 
battle-field, far away from the inner chambers of the royal palace where she was at 
that time? This bit of knowledge that she had shows that whatever transpired in the 
battle-field was instantly communicated to her inside the palace by a network of 
informers and spies. After all, wars can't be fought without having real time 
intelligence of the enemy's strategies, and so every king had his own way of gathering 
it. 


*Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 
14—to Doha no. 15 where Mandodari has told her husband Ravana exactly this 
thing—that Lord Ram is none but the Supreme Being himself.] 
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ahaha natha raghunatha sama krpasindhu nahim ana. 
jogi brnda durlabha gati tohi dinhi bhagavana. 104. 


[Expressing her regret and sadness that her lord, i.e. her husband Ravana, had not paid 
his attention to her, Mandodari praises Lord Ram for his graciousness and 
compassionate nature by saying—] 


Ah indeed, there is no Lord in this world such as Lord Raghubir (Lord Ram) who is 
an ocean (or an embodiment) of the virtues of mercy, compassion, kindness, grace, 
benevolence and magnanimity—for he has granted you a destiny that is even difficult 
for great sages, hermits and ascetics to attain'.’ (Doha no. 104) 


[Note— Refer also to: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 9-10 that 
precede Doha no. 114 where the gods have said the same thing. 

Presently, Mandodari explains why she praises Lord Ram. She was a wise and 
prudent woman, and so she obviously understood that she has to live under a changed 
situation. Her husband was dead; her brother-in-law, Vibhishan, will most certainly 
not have a kind view of her; and she was now surrounded by those who were hostile 
to her husband. 

Even inside the city of Lanka, once Ravana was dead, all those who survived 
the war would side with the new sovereign, simply because it would serve them right 
to be in his good books. Some of Ravana's trusted ministers, such as Malyawant# for 
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example, had already expressed their resentment at Ravana’s behaviour openly 
{#Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, (i) Sundar Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-4 that precede 
Doha no. 40; and (ii) Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 5 that precedes Doha no. 48—to 
Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 49.} 

So therefore, Mandodari thought it wise and prudent to express her praise for 
Lord Ram in public at this crucial juncture to erase all traces of remaining animosity 
and ill-will that may linger even after the war ended. After all, she had always held 
the view that Lord Ram was the Supreme Being, and that he was very kind and 
gracious, but till this point of time her views were known only to Ravana. So she 
thought that it was the right time now that she should come out publicly with her 
thoughts, as it would make her an instant favourite with Lord Ram and his army, as 
well as with the new sovereign whoso he might be. 

This favourable view of hers for Lord Ram, and she hoped which would be 
graciously reciprocated by the Lord himself, would definitely ensure her peace under 
the new dispensation that would rule Lanka after the war. ] 
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caupat. 


mandodari bacana suni kana. sura muni sid'dha sabanhi sukha mana. 1. 
aja mahesa narada sanakadi. je munibara paramarathabadi. 2. 
bhari locana raghupatihi niharl. prema magana saba bha'e sukhari. 3. 


Hearing these gratuitous words of Mandodari, all the gods, sages and mystics felt very 
happy. (1) 


The creator Brahma (aja), Lord Shiva (mahé@sa), the celestial sages Narad and 
Sankadi, as well as all other sages and ascetics who were learned, wise and 
enlightened --- (2), 


--- All of them watched the glorious form of Lord Ram till their eyes were satisfied. 
The magnificent sight of the Lord (smiling and looking calm) made them feel 
exhilarant in their hearts so much that they became overwhelmed with emotions. (3) 


[Note—'They felt happy that since Mandodari was favourably inclined to Lord Ram, 
there was no chance of any resumption of hostility, for if she, being the queen of the 
demon race, decided against surrender, she could have led a fresh wave of revolt 
against the Lord by gathering all the remaining demon warriors—who had vowed 
their allegiance in favour of her husband, and who would now willingly side with her 
if she chose to lead them against the invading army, as well as against Vibhishan 
whom all of them held in contempt for being a traitor—to launch a second round of 
this destructive war. 

A war that destroys everything is not liked by anyone; so when the gods, sages 
and mystics found Mandodari in favour of Lord Ram, that she harbours no ill-will 
against the Lord, they rejoiced that at last peace would reign on earth. ] 
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rudana karata dekhim saba nari. gaya'u bibhisanu mana dukha bhari. 4. 
bandhu dasa biloki dukha kinha. taba prabhu anujahi ayasu dinha. 5. 
lachimana tehi bahu bidhi samujhayo. bahuri bibhisana prabhu pahim ayo. 6. 


[Vibhishan at last was moved by remorse and guilt. Blood is said to be always thicker 
than water. So when he saw the ladies of his brother's family, who obviously were 
closely related to him as well, weeping and grieving for his elder brother Ravana, he 
became emotional.] 


When Vibhishan saw the ladies of the royal household weeping, lamenting and 
grieving sorely (for his dead brother Ravana), he was moved emotionally, and felt 
very sad and sorry. 

Then Vibhishan went there (“gaya'u bibhisanu”; i.e. Vibhishan went to the 
place near the dead body of his brother Ravana where these ladies had gathered to 
grieve for him)'. (4) 


So, seeing the condition and fate of his dead brother Ravana, Vibhishan expressed his 
grief and remorse. 

At this juncture, Lord Ram called his younger brother (Laxman) and instructed 
him according to the prevailing situation. [To wit, Lord Ram asked Laxman to go and 
comfort Vibhishan.] (5) 


Laxman went and comforted Vibhishan in many ways’. Then he came back to the 
Lord, bringing Vibhishan along with him’. (6) 


[Note—'This means that till now Vibhishan was standing away from the spot where 
Ravana's body lay on the ground, for he was near Lord Ram. 

The sight of the ladies weeping over the dead body of his elder brother Ravana 
at last made Vibhishan emotional as he was overcome with pangs of guilt and shame. 
He bethought to himself: 

“If I do not express any sort of sorrow at this juncture, it will be a tremendous 
scandal, and it will make the whole world scorn at me for my rudeness and showing 
irreverence for a departed soul, which is a contemptible thing to do by all accounts. I 
have already achieved my objective of getting rid of my cruel brother who had 
tormented the world for so long, who had relentlessly been committing all sorts of 
sinful deeds, who had so impudently abducted Sita, who was like a thorn for the 
world, and who had insulted me in public when I was being sincere in my advice to 
him to abandon his hostile attitude towards Lord Ram and make peace with him. But 
now he is dead, and inspite of all his drawbacks and shortcomings, after all, he was 
my elder brother who had sustained me all my life till that unfortunate moment when 
he kicked me out of the kingdom in a fit of rage. I must now forgive him; I must show 
my respects to him as my brother—this the world expects from me. 
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Lord Ram is closely watching me and my actions. Say, what would he think of 
me and my character if I do not show any remorse for my dead brother, if I do not pay 
my last respects to his soul? Surely, I would fall in his esteem; he will think that I am 
a selfish and a pervert demon in heart, no better than Ravana. Should this idea sprout 
in the Lord’s heart against me, it would be disastrous for my own future. 

So therefore it is prudent and advisable for me to show remorse and sadness 
for my dead brother, and at least make an external show of sympathy for the grieving 
ladies of our household.” 


“Let us see what may have transpired between Laxman and Vibhishan. To begin with, 
Laxman went through the usual things one says while condoling someone who has 
been bereaved. He told Vibhishan: “My dear friend. Don’t thou grievest for Ravana; 
for dost thou wot naught that Ravana’s body was evil and sinful, and aren’t thou well 
enough enlightened to know that the gross body of any living being in this world, no 
matter how great he is, is mortal, and this body has to perish by way of dying one or 
the other day in order to release the trapped soul. Being sinful, evil, vile and cruel, the 
body of Ravana was destined to suffer severe punishment in hell; so what thou seest 
of Ravana’s gross physical body is what his body hadst deserved. 

As for Ravana himself, aren’t thou wise enough to know also that the gross 
body of any individual is not his ‘true self’; for it is the Atma, the pure consciousness 
also known as the soul, that is truly that individual's ‘self’. And haven't thou seen 
thyself that Ravana's soul has attained eternal deliverance; haven't thou witnessed 
how the Atma of Ravana emerged from his sinful body to find an abiding rest in the 
holy body of Lord Ram who is none but the Supreme Being himself? Dost thou wot 
naught that? So why dost thou grieve; there is no reason for thee to doest that? The 
fact of the matter is that Ravana has been very fortunate that inspite of living a life of 
sensual pleasures, doing what he thought fit to gratify his senses, doing nothing 
worthy to be called meritorious that would entitle him for any spiritual reward, yet he 
foundest a destiny that is rare even for learned and illustrious sages, hermits and 
ascetics to attain. 

Have thou not heard thyself that thine sister-in-law Mandodari has herself 
acknowledged that her husband has been exceptionally fortunate because his soul has 
been bestowed with an exalted and singularly rare destiny that even the greatest of 
sages and hermits yearn for? Why dost thou grieve for Ravana then, for he hast 
attained deliverance, he hast achieved eternal beatitude and felicity, which he 
wouldn’t have ever attained if allowed to live a life of sin and cruelty to which he was 
accustomed? There is no need for thee even to pray for his soul, as people usually do 
when remembering and grieving for a dead person, for that destiny of the soul hast 
already been achieved by Ravana. Forsooth therefore, instead of grieving and 
lamenting and feeling remorseful, it wouldst be in fitness of things for thee to become 
calm, and make arrangements for his funeral.” 

After finishing this formal discourse to comfort Vibhishan, Laxman came to 
the main point for which Lord Ram had so hurriedly sent him to follow Vibhishan. 
Laxman instinctively and intuitively realized what was going on in Lord Ram’s mind. 
He had an apprehension that there are fare chances of Vibhishan suddenly having a 
change of heart when he sees his family members sorely weeping and grieving for his 
dead brother, as also the fact that since ‘blood is always thicker than water’ he might 
think that after all the demons are related to him by blood, that he is ‘one of them’, 
whereas the ‘others’, Lord Ram and his companions, are outsiders; these ‘outsiders’ 
had invaded his kingdom, they have killed his brother, ruined his kingdom, and may 
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be now their chief, i.e. Lord Ram, would appoint any trusted minister of his, say 
Sugriv, the king of the monkeys, as a governor of Lanka, and assign some secondary 
role to Vibhishan just to keep him happy. It was also possible that Vibhishan, with 
these and other such thoughts churning his mind, would be prone to become more 
sympathetic to his demons than the Lord could expect. 

After all, with Ravana dead, Vibhishan's objective in joining Lord Ram's 
camp was fulfilled; there were chances of his thinking: “Well, after all I will be 
welcomed by my friends in Lanka if I explain to them the circumstances why I 
abandoned them earlier. Lord Ram is only concerned with retrieving his wife Sita, 
and that done he would go away to his own kingdom far away in the north, in the city 
of Ayodhya. I have to live here amongst these demons. So it will be wise and prudent 
for me to make quick amends with the demons who have survived this war and tell 
them that I am one like them, I am one of them; that I have more to do with them than 
the invaders." 

This was an unsavoury scenario that Lord Ram wished to avoid at all costs. So 
therefore, Laxman called Vibhishan aside and whispered in his ears: “Look my dear 
friend. Thou willst be wise to come along with me to Lord Ram. See, the demon 
brothers of thine thinkest that Ravana was slayed by Lord Ram, ain’t it? Well, 
suppose they are told the truth that it was thee who had divulged the secret of 
Ravana’s death to Lord Ram—that he ought to shoot an arrow at Ravana’s navel in 
order to kill him. Dost thou thinkest that then thine dear demon friends wouldst 
welcome thee warmly? All bonhomie that thou hope wouldst be there for thee in 
Lanka shouldst thou decide to go back to Lanka with these grieving ladies of the royal 
household, then perish the thought if thou hast it. Bless thine self if the demons 
wouldst naught kill thee mercilessly instantly for thy being a traitor who hast betrayed 
thine own race. 

Remember friend, thou art to be anointed as the next king of Lanka; Lord Ram 
hast already promised this reward to thee, and the Lord is singularly true to his words. 
Since Lord Ram has been victorious in this war, no one wouldst durst oppose thee if 
thou are appointed king by the Lord himself, under his auspices. On the contrary, 
imagine thine doomed fate if the demon race comest to know that it is thee who hast 
been actually responsible for Ravana’s death by divulging the secret way to kill him. 
Thou wouldst be loathed by one and all; thou wouldst be neither here nor there, and 
left high and dry; thou wouldst have no face to show to Lord Ram then and seek his 
intervention on thine behalf. Hence, it’s in thine own interests to come along with me 
to Lord Ram forthwith. Thy willst be absolutely safe that way and assured of gaining 
the crown of the kingdom of Lanka.” 

Obviously, Vibhishan was terrified at these prospects; if he had secretly 

harboured any thoughts of returning to Lanka at this point of time, such thoughts flew 
away fast from him as a dry leaf that is swept away in a gust of wind. 
Meanwhile, the chronicler of this magnificent Story, the author of this Book, wishes 
to bring on record that the above narrative documents only the lighter part of what 
actually transpired between Laxman and Vibhishan at that point of time; for after this 
initial talk done in a lighter vein to dissuade Vibhishan from getting distracted by 
weeping ladies and his own heart that was overcome with remorse, Laxman became a 
little more serious and consoled Vibhishan by invoking metaphysical knowledge as 
expounded in the Upanishads, because this knowledge helps the grieving person to 
overcome the sadness of his heart and remove any guilt that his conscience may 
harbour. 
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What Laxman told Vibhishan next, according to Adhyatma Ramayan, Lanka 
Kand, Canto 12, verse nos. 9-30, is this in brief: “My dear friend. Look, you are a 
wise soul, so I believe that you understand that the gross body of any living being is 
not his ‘true self’, that the ‘true self is his Atma, his soul, which is pure 
consciousness. You must know that the gross body has many faults and is perishable, 
while the Atma is eternal and pure. I am sure you must also be aware that the Atma 
has no relationships; all relationships that exist in this world are limited to the gross 
body. Tell me, for whom are you grieving? Is it for your brother Ravana? See for 
yourself how wrong you are. Your brother’s real identity is his Atma, and this Atma 
knows no relationships. Further, this Atma of your brother Ravana hasn’t died; on the 
contrary it has been freed from the cage of a sinful body of a demon in which it was 
trapped, to find liberation and deliverance. 

Since the Atma is your brother Ravana’s true self or true identity, since the 
Atma does not die as it is an eternal entity, and since the Atma is sublime, holy and 
divine because it is pure consciousness, where is the cause of your lamenting at the 
death of you brother? It’s merely your imagination that Ravana has died; for the Atma 
never dies. You ought to rejoice instead of grieving because your brother’s Atma has 
found deliverance, emancipation and salvation; because it has been freed from the 
cage of a demonic body in which it was trapped. The longer Ravana’s Atma had lived 
in his body, the more it would have suffered, because his body was that of a ‘demon’ 
and so it would have continued to do what was normal for it to do, which means doing 
sinful and evil deeds. Again, since every action has its result, it would be natural to 
expect that Ravana’s Atma would have been burdened more and more by the sins he 
committed by his demon body. 

So therefore, you must rather thank Lord Ram that he has blessed Ravana’s 
Atma by providing it liberation from the quagmire of sins and their consequences by 
killing his body so that the Atma that was trapped inside it can find its freedom. 

What’s more glorious than anything else is that Ravana’s Atma has found a 
destination that even exalted sages and ascetics find it difficult to attain; it has been 
accepted by the Supreme Being himself. Have you not witnessed that Ravana’s Atma 
had exited from his sinful body in the form of a shaft of light to enter the holy body of 
Lord Ram, implying that the Lord has accepted Ravana’s Atma and made it 
indistinguishable and inseparable from his own Atma (apropos: Ram Charit Manas, 
Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 9 that precedes Doha no. 103). 

Vibhishan, just imagine how fortunate and blessed your brother Ravana is; he 
does not deserve weeping and grieving; rather he deserves a salute from you. You 
ought to be proud in calling yourself Ravana’s brother, because remember that not 
everyone is fortunate to find a place inside Lord Ram’s heart as your brother has 
found. 

And as for Ravana’s body, here it lies before you. It was sinful and evil. Tell 
me honestly, would any man in his right senses like to weep and lament at the loss of 
such a vile thing as was the body of Ravana? Its good riddance rather, ain’t it? So 
therefore, feel comforted; stop lamenting and feeling remorseful like an ignorant 
person. Get up and do what you are now expected to do for Ravana whom you call 
your brother: perform his last rites and pay your obeisance to him. That is the proper 
thing for you to do under the present circumstance. Grieving, lamenting, feeling 
remorseful and guilty for something over which you have no control does not behove 
of a wise soul like you. 
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*Lord Ram closely observed Vibhishan’s behaviour. So the Lord decided quickly to 
send Laxman to Vibhishan with two purposes in mind: The first reason was obviously 
to comfort Vibhishan like a true friend should do in times of distress. The second 
reason was more subtle. It was to ensure that Vibhishan should not suddenly have a 
change of heart once Ravana was dead, and turn against the Lord by joining the 
demons who were, after all, related to him by blood. 

It is to be noted here that when Vibhishan went forward to join the royal ladies 
grieving by the side of the dead body of Ravana, he had not taken Lord Ram’s 
permission. Vibhishan had gone there impulsively, for he was overcome with remorse 
and shame. This raised certain doubts in the Lord’s mind about his intentions. 

Lord Ram felt that he could not take chances; there was a certain degree of 
risk in leaving Vibhishan too long with the ladies of his dead brother so that they can 
have a conference. Perhaps Vibhishan would now suddenly have a change of heart— 
because Ravana, with whom he wanted to settle personal scores for the insult that the 
latter had inflicted upon him, was now dead, and with his death Vibhishan's mind was 
freed of all fears from his brother. So there were chances that he may turn his back on 
his protector and patron Lord Ram now, thinking: "Since my chief objective in 
joining the Lord's camp has been achieved, why should I now remain under his 
sovereignty. Now I am a king of Lanka, and the demons are related to me by blood. 
After all, Lord Ram and his army are invaders. They are enemies of Lanka and the 
demon race; how can they be my true friends? They needed me to help them against 
Ravana and the demon army as I could provide them with vital information and clues 
as how to win the war, as much as I needed them to protect me against my inimical 
brother who was baying for my blood. We both have served our respective purposes. 
Enemies who have fought deadly wars can never be true friends in the long run, so 
goes the saying. I am a demon by birth, and no matter how much I try to prove my 
integrity and allegiance in favour of Lord Ram, to whom I truly feel obliged and 
submissive, yet I doubt that few in the monkey army would truly believe me and have 
faith in me, for they will always treat me as Ravana's brother. 

And now that I have openly shown my remorse and grief at my brother's 
death, which was spontaneous and natural for me to do, the doubt about my integrity 
and loyalty for Lord Ram that anyone in the Lord's company has had for me would be 
reinforced and aggravated. What should I do now? Shall I excuse myself from Lord 
Ram and explain to him that I must return to the city of Lanka with these ladies in 
order to restore order there, as a void has been created with Ravana's death and the 
throne is empty. Or should I wait to see if Lord Ram fulfils his promise of making me 
the king of Lanka at the end of the war. But supposing the Lord changes his mind 
once his objective of vanquishing Ravana has been accomplished; suppose he decides 
to appoint someone else as Lanka's governor before returning to his own kingdom of 
Ayodhya? What would I do then? If I oppose, the monkeys would catch me and put 
me in shackles. So, should I join these ladies and accompany them back to the fort 
while there is still time for me? Surely, Lord Ram would not be as ungracious and in- 
courteous as to show any rudeness in the front of these ladies; which will provide me 
a safety net to escape. Say, what am I ought to do?" 

Laxman was quickly by Vibhishan's side, leaving no time for him to enter into 
any consultation with either the grieving ladies or the remaining demon warriors who 
stood guarding the dead body of Ravana. After usual condolences and formalities for 
such occasions as noted herein above in note no. 2, Laxman diplomatically prevailed 
upon Vibhishan to bring him to Lord Ram.] 
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Lord Ram looked at Vibhishan very gracefully and courteously (to reassure him that 
the Lord has a great degree of respect for him, and that he should never doubt Lord 
Ram's abiding faith in him, as well as the Lord's promise of abiding friendship with 
him). 

Then Lord Ram advised Vibhishan to discard all grief and do his duty of 
performing the last rites of Ravana’. (7) 


Whereat, Vibhishan obeyed the instructions of Lord Ram and performed the last rites 
of Ravana in accordance with the circumstances of place and time’, and as prescribed 
by the scriptures. (8) 


[Note— It is so praiseworthy and an honourable act for Lord Ram that he should take 
care that Ravana’s mortal remains was properly laid to rest. Rarely would any 
conqueror think in this righteous and laudable way—that he would pay special 
attention that those who have fallen dead during the war were given a proper funeral. 

Vibhishan was Ravana’s brother, and so being related with blood to the dead 
king, he was the right person to perform Ravana's last rites. 


?The circumstances of place and time of Ravana's death were not ordinary. It was a 
battle-field; it was the country of demons who had their own system of dealing with 
their dead; it was almost the end of the day and time of eventide when the war finally 
ended; the whole ground was littered with dead warriors. 

So therefore Ravana's last rites were performed by Vibhishan in the best 
manner he could under these circumstances. There couldn't be elaborate rituals 
befitting the funeral of a king; everything had to be done in brief. Nevertheless, all 
basics as prescribed by the scriptures were observed. 


How did Vibhishan perform the last rites of Ravana? This question is answered in 
Veda Vyas’ *Adhyatma Ramayan", Lanka Kand, Canto 12, verse nos. 36-37. 
This is what is narrated there: 
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36-39. Vibhishan laid the corpse of Ravana on the funeral pyre by observing all the 
traditional regulations and rules that are prescribed for the cremation of a father’, 
Then he duly consigned the body of Ravana to the flames by lighting the funeral pile 
in the prescribed manner (36). 

In these rituals, he was accompanied by his surviving relatives and ministers 

of the demon kingdom. He also duly completed the ‘offering of the fire’ ritual (dadau 
ca pavakam tasya)’ in a traditional and sanctified manner (37)#. 
Then he (Vibhishan) took a purifying bath as part of the ritual of ablution, and with 
wet clothes still on his body, he offered a palm-full of water having some sesame 
seeds and a few blades of grass in it to the departed soul as per established tradition 
for performing of last rites (38). 

After offering his oblations in this way, he put his head to the ground as a 
token of respect and reverence to the departed soul, and then repeatedly condoled 
those grieving women (of Ravana's household) by using soothing words of 
consolation and condolence? (39). 


(Note— To the credit of Vibhishan, he showed all respects to Ravana and performed 
his last rites like a son would do for his father. All past animosity and hatred was 
buried and burnt with the burning of the body of Ravana. 

This verse is crucial in the sense that since Vibhishan had performed the last 
rites of his dead brother as a ‘son would do for his father’, he cleared for himself all 
obstacles that may have risen against him for his right to the throne of the kingdom of 
Lanka—because a son has the right to the crown after his father, the king, is dead. 

?The ‘offering of the fire’ ritual is a last rite when the eldest son or nearest 
male relative of the deceased puts the fire to ignite the funeral pile. When the body is 
almost burnt, he punctures the skull with a wooden spike and puts a globule of fire 
into it so as to complete the cremation process. Often times, this fire is put in the 
mouth of the deceased. This is called *Agnidaan". 


^Another point worth noting here is that no mention is made anywhere of whatever 
happened to the dead bodies of Kumbhakarn, Meghnad etc. It appears that their 
funeral rites were done quickly by Ravana himself as is usually done in war times. 
*Quickly'—because there was no time for elaborate funeral rituals for a dead 
individual, and they were cremated along with the other casualties of the day in a 
mass funeral.”}] 
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mandodari adi saba de'i tilanjali tahi. 
bhavana ga'im raghupati guna gana baranata mana mahi. 105. 


Mandodari and other ladies paid their last respects to Ravana by offering sesame 
seeds and water for the peace of the departed soul (as prescribed by the scriptures for 
such occasions)’. 

Thereafter, all of them went back to their palace, all the while recounting the 
glories and majesty of Lord Raghupati (Lord Ram)’. (Doha no. 105) 


[Note— According to established tradition, a dead body is first cremated, and then 
those who are closely related to the dead person take a purifying bath, hold some 
water with sesame seeds in the hollow of the palm, and sprinkle it on the pyre while 
praying for peace of the departed soul. This last rite is called “tilanjali”. 

Valmiki's Ramayan says Vibhishan performed Ravana's last rites in this 
manner—refer: Valmiki Ramayan, Lanka Kand, Canto 111, verse nos. 120-122. 

But from a practical point of view this elaborate ritual seems difficult to have 
been actually observed, as Ravana had died in the middle of a battle-field, and though 
a funeral pyre could be lit to cremate his body, but taking a purifying bath and finding 
sesame seeds, as well as a priest to preside over such rites, seems quite impossible 
there. This is why our chronicler, Goswami Tulsidas, whose book Ram Charit Manas 
we are presently reading, chose to say “Vibhishan did the last rites of Ravana in 
accordance with the circumstances of time and place"—apropos: Chaupai line no. 8 
that precedes this Doha. 

It means that Vibhishan did what could best be done under the given situation. 
He may have cremated the body of Ravana, bowed his head, raised his two hands 
before his chest while their palms touched each other, and stood silently for a while to 
say a quiet prayer for peace and rest of the departed soul of Ravana. 

Then the ladies went back to the fort of Lanka, and Vibhishan came to Lord 
Ram. 


“It is quite normal that after the last rites of a person are over, those who attend the 
funeral would go home while saying prayers and talking of God. Hence, the ladies 
were actually remembering the Lord God when they praised the glories of Lord Ram, 
for it was known to Mandodari that the Lord was an incarnation of Lord Vishnu, the 
Supreme Being. This is what is implied here.] 
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saba mili jahu bibhisana satha. sarehu tilaka kahe'u raghunatha. 3. | 
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Vibhishan came back to Lord Ram and bowed his head. Then, the gracious Lord 
called his younger brother Laxman (1) --- 


---And instructed him: ‘You, as well as the king of the monkeys Sugriv, Angad, Nala, 
Neela, Jamvant (the king of bears), Marut (Hanuman; the son of the wind-god)—all 
of whom are wise, sagacious and intelligent (2) --- 


---All of you go with Vibhishan and anoint him on the throne of Lanka as its next 
King!. (3) 


[Addressing the group, Lord Ram said—] I refrain from going personally as I have to 
honour the words I gave to my father whereby I am not supposed to visit a city till the 
time of my forest exile is over’. 

So therefore, I am sending my younger brother on my behalf; he will represent 
me in the ceremony of Vibhishan's appointment as the King of Lanka. (4) 


[Note—'A similar thing had happened when Sugriv was appointed on the throne of 
Kishkindha, the kingdom of monkeys. At that time too Lord Ram had deputed 
Laxman to anoint Sugriv on his behalf. Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, 
Doha no. 11 along with Chaupai line nos. 8-10 that precede it. 


?Lord Ram had given a word of honour to king Dasrath, his father, that he would live 
in forest for a period of 14 years as demanded from him by Kaikeyi, the Lord's step- 
mother—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line no. 3 that 
precedes Doha no. 29. 

Some time was still left before this period ended; and so Lord Ram did not 
wish to do anything which would violate this oath.] 
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sadara simhasana baithart. tilaka sari astuti anusari. 6. 


As soon as the Kapis (i.e. Sugriv, Angad, Nala, Neela, Hanuman, as well as Jamvant) 
heard the words (instructions) of Lord Ram (to accompany Laxman and go with 
Vibhishan to anoint him on the throne of Lanka as its next king), they set off 
immediately to carry out the Lord's instructions. They went and made all 
arrangements for the ceremony to appoint Vibhishan as the King of Lanka. (5) 


They respectfully made Vibhishan sit on the royal throne and anointed him by making 
a Tilak Mark on his forehead. After that, they praised him and recited some verses to 
laud and glorify him’. (6) 
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[Note—'When a new king is installed on the throne of a kingdom, all nobles of the 
realm assemble and put a ceremonial mark, called a “Tilak Mark’, on his forehead as a 
token of their acceptance of him as their king. In the case of Vibhishan, however, 
there was a difference: He had gone into exile after Ravana, the late king of Lanka 
and his elder brother, had disinherited him by kicking him out of the city. So under 
normal circumstances, Vibhishan had forfeited his right to the throne of Lanka; and 
had there been no war, the nobles of the demon race would have called a conference 
to decide who would be the next king. But that would have been the case if Ravana 
had died a natural death, or the throne had fallen vacant for some other reason. 

However, the situation here was different; there had been a war in which the 
demons had lost, and in this circumstance it is the king or the general of conquering 
army who decides whom to make a king of the conquered kingdom or country; for the 
vanquished, as the tradition is, lose their right to decide on this matter. 

Therefore, it was at Lord Ram’s discretion to decide whom to make the next 
king of Lanka. The Lord had already promised Vibhishan that the latter would be the 
next king after Ravana was vanquished—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, 
Doha no. 49 along with Chaupai line nos. 8-10 that precede it. 

So now Lord Ram keeps his words by sending his representatives to appoint 
Vibhishan as the King of Lanka in a formal ceremony. Since Vibhishan was 
appointed by the conquering general (Lord Ram in this case), no one in Lanka dared 
to resist or oppose him, even if they did not fully support him, for fear of severe 
reprisal under the changed circumstances wherein a new dispensation has been put in 
place in the wake of defeat of their erstwhile king Ravana. Hence, all demons 
accepted Vibhishan as their new King, willingly or grudgingly, but nevertheless 
vowing their allegiance to him. 

Once formally declared a ‘King of Lanka’, Vibhishan had to be shown all 
respects and dignities behooving of a king. Now he was not an ordinary member of 
the demon race; now he was not an ordinary companion of the monkeys and bears 
with whom they can show common friendliness: for now he was a ‘King’ of a great 
and renowned kingdom of Lanka, and hence he commanded due respect and 
reverence. Now he could not be addressed simply as ‘my dear Vibhishan; or my dear 
friend’, but must be addressed as ‘Your Majesty; Your Royal Highness’ etc. Now if 
anyone comes to him, even his former friends in Lord Ram’s army, they must respect 
his stature; they just can’t walk in and put their arms around his shoulder, saying ‘Oh 
chum; how art thou?’ They would have to seek permission to present themselves 
before his majesty; and once ushered in they were expected to bow and pay their 
respect before saying any word. 

So therefore, once Vibhishan was duly appointed as the King of Lanka, the 
ambassadors of Lord Ram paid their due respects to him as befitting a King. ] 
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All of them (Lord Ram’s ambassadors) joined their palms and bowed their heads 
before him (Vibhishan) to pay their respects to him. 
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After these formalities were over, all of them, including Vibhishan, came back 
to Lord Ram. (7) 


Then, Lord Raghubir (Lord Ram) called all the Kapis (monkeys and bears) near him 
and said words that pleased them all. [What did the Lord say? We shall read about it 
in the next set of verses.] (8) 
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Lord Ram spoke sweet words which seemed to be like nectar; and these words 
mightily pleased all those who listened to them. 

[Lord Ram expresses his profound sense of thankfulness and gratitude for the 
service every individual did to him. He said he was very grateful to them in the 
following words:-] 

*It is by your strength, full help and unquestioned support that the enemy has 
been vanquished. (Chanda line no. 1) 


Vibhishan had got the throne of the kingdom of Lanka. 

Verily indeed, in all sooth, and without gainsay, these achievements have 
made your glory eternal, and have immortalized your fame in all the three divisions of 
the world (1.e. in the heaven, on the earth and in the nether world). (Chanda line no. 2) 


Those who would sing (remember and tell others about) the good and honourable 
deeds that you have done along with those of mine, with due respect and faith in their 
remembrance of these events (instead of scoffing at them, treating them with scorn, or 
attempting to find unnecessary faults with them) --- (Chanda line no. 3) 


--- Such persons would verily be able to easily cross (1.e. find deliverance from) this 
mundane mortal world which is like a huge ocean." (Chanda line no. 4) 


[Note—'Lord Ram means that people must not read this history as a war launched by 
one prince to get back his wife who was abducted by some villain. It has to read in the 
correct context, with the right mind, and proper perspective. It is the history of how 
the merciful Supreme Being showed his grace upon unfortunate creatures who had 
committed grave sins in their lives, but who nevertheless yearned for deliverance for 
their souls. The Lord came down to earth to provide liberation to the souls of these 
poor creatures by killing their sinful bodies. 
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It is also the history that teaches one to have courage and resilience in times of 
adversity; of what great things can be achieved by strength of will and firmness of 
resolution; of what selfless service and true friendship consists of; of how evil never 
succeeding in the long run; of the universal truth that no matter how powerful and 
mighty one may become at a point of time, yet a day comes when everything becomes 
a naught; of how oftentimes even the humblest of individuals can perform stupendous 
feats (as exemplified by Hanuman’s glorious achievements), and how such 
individuals can provide help when needed by someone much superior in the social 
and evolutionary hierarchy to them (as was the case of the monkeys and bears helping 
Lord Ram to defeat the mighty forces of Ravana whom even the almighty gods feared 
like the plague), implying that no one should be judged by his appearances. 


?To wit, by singing Lord Ram’s glories and remembering that the Lord God is always 
willing to come to the help of his devotees, a person would never feel alone, hapless 
and helpless in this world even if he is surrounded by seemingly insurmountable 
difficulties. 

This stanza also assures the devotee that even if he has committed any sins and 
errors in his life, there is still hope for him for getting redemption; he must have 
courage and purity of intentions, he must have faith and trust in the Lord God, for if 
he prays to the Lord for his deliverance, if he is sincere and honest in his prayers, then 
the Lord would fulfill his wishes as he had done for Ravana and the rest of the 
demons, all of whom were granted the fruit of emancipation and salvation inspite of 
their being sinful and evil—for the Lord is very merciful and forgiving. 

Reading this enchanting Story that beguiles the heart and evokes wonder in the 
mind, reading it with the right perspective and thinking, will bring out its subtle 
goodness and the auspicious messages of exemplary spiritual and secular value that 
are incorporated in it.] 
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Hearing such nice and gracious words from Lord Ram, the monkeys and bears were 
overwhelmed with emotions of gratitude towards the Lord. 

All of them bowed their heads repeatedly before the Lord and touched his feet 
to express their joy and thankfulness to him! for being so kind, gracious and obliging 
as to publicly praise them and acknowledge their services. (Doha no.106) 


[Note— Later on in the Story of the Ramayan, we read that once the citizens of 
Ayodhya were also so filled with joy and gratitude towards Lord Ram that they too 
had bowed their heads and touched the Lord's feet to express their happiness at the 
Lord's kind nature and gracious attitude—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, 
Chaupai line nos. 1-8 that precedes Doha no. 47. 

Again, when Garud felt extremely glad upon hearing the Story of Lord Ram as 
narrated by the saintly crow Kaagbhusund, he too had expressed his joy by bowing 
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his head repeatedly before the latter—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, 
Chaupai line nos. 1-5 that precede Doha no. 125.] 
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Section 19.4: Adhyatma Ramayan 


Adhyatma Ramayan, Lanka/Yudha Kand, 
Canto 12, verse nos. 1-50. 


Let us once again pause for a little while and read this episode as narrated in Veda 
Vyas’ classic ‘Adhyatma Ramayan’ before moving ahead with our narration. The 
episode of Mandodari’s lamentations over the dead body of Ravana and of Vibhishan 
being appointed as the new King of Lanka has been described in Adhyatma 
Ramayan’s Lanka/Yudha Kand, Canto 12, verse nos. 1-50 as follows:- 
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Srimahadeva uvāca | 
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paritustena manasa sarvanevabravidvacah | 
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Canto 12 
1-2. Lord Shiva said—'Oh Parvati! Sri Ram looked (compassionately, gratefully and 
thankfully) at Hanuman, Angad, Sugriv, Jamvant and others (1). 

The Lord was satisfied and happy at the developments. Then he expressed his 
deep appreciation for their help in vanquishing Ravana when he said to them: 'I have 
killed Ravana today on the strength of your arms!’ (2). 
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3-5. Your great glories and astounding feats shall remain established in this world as 
long as there is the sun and the moon shining here. Those creatures who shall sing 
these glories and narrate the wonderful stories pertaining to both myself and all of 
you, stories which will enchant all the three divisions of this world and grant 
happiness to all the creatures, stories that have the potential to vanquish all the 
blemishes and faults (such as fears and doubts) associated with Kaliyug—such 
creatures shall attain the supreme state of emancipation and salvation; their souls shall 
find beatitude and rest by attaining my holy feet, a goal which is the ultimate 
destination for the soul.' 

Just about that time, as was expected, seeing that Ravana was lying dead on 
the ground [3-4], Mandodari and all other women of Ravana's household who were 
protected and taken care of by him, came there, fell down before him (i.e. his dead 
body), and began mourning and lamenting in grief [5]. (3-5) 
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6-8. Even Vibhishan was overwhelmed with remorse, and was greatly distressed, 
melancholic and worried'. He fell down before Ravana and lamented most woefully” 


(6). 
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Then Sri Ram called Laxman near and said, 'Oh honourable gentleman 
(manada; one who has vanquished pride, ego and vanity)! Go and console Vibhishan 
so that he does not waste any more time in performing the last rites of his brother. 
What is the good served now in unnecessarily delaying the funeral by wasting time in 
futile lamentations and show of grief? 

Look, the beloved female demons of Ravana, the chief among them being 
Mandodari, are falling to the ground and woefully lamenting; go and stop them from 
doing it.' (8). 


[Note—'Why was Vibhishan “worried”? He was upset about his future prospects in 
Lanka. He was aware that everyone in the city would dislike him, treating him as a 
traitor and one who is responsible for bringing the death of the great king of Lanka, 
Ravana. He feared an internal rebellion; he feared that he would be quietly poisoned 
or publicly assassinated by disgruntled subjects. His conscience was loaded with guilt. 
He had committed treason, fratricide and regicide. He had sided with an invading 
army to suit his vested interests; he wished to usurp the crown of Lanka. None of 
these thoughts were encouraging for him; and he feared for the worse. 


*After all, ‘blood is thicker than water’, so goes the good old adage. Perhaps it was 
this reason that Vibhishan was filled with remorse and grief, or perhaps he made a 
show of expressing grief at the death of his brother to gain some rudimentary form of 
sympathy from the demons who stood watching the developments, those who had 
either accompanied Mandodari when she came to the battle-field to pay her last 
respects to her dead husband, or those who survived the battle and presently stood 
guarding Ravana’s dead body. In the latter case, surely Vibhishan seems to shedding 
‘crocodile tears’. | 
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9-10. When Sri Ram had instructed Laxman in this way, the latter came to 
Vibhishan who was lying motionless, as if himself dead, near the corpse of Ravana 
(9). 

Vibhishan was overcome with immense grief, contrition and remorse. The son 
of Sumitra (i.e. Laxman) said, 'Oh Vibhishan! One for whom you are grieving and 
lamenting—who is he to you? (10). 
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tvam vasya katamah srsteh puredanimatah param 1 
yadvattoyaughapatitah sikata yanti tadvasah i 111 
samyujyante viyujyante tatha kalena dehinah | 

yatha dhanasu vai dhana bhavanti na bhavanti ca n 1211 
evam bhütesu bhütani preritanisamayaya | 

tvam ceme vayamanye ca tulyah kalavasodbhavah ıı 1311 


11-13. Further, what were you to him in the previous birth, or even in this birth, or in 
the future? Try to understand what I am saying. Just like a particle of sand is shifted 
around on the beach by the waves of the ocean or the sea, being here now and gone 
the next moment to a different location [11], in a similar fashion all the living beings 
who have assumed a physical body too are subjected to either union or separation 
from one another under the influence of Kaal (i.e. factors of time, circumstances, 
death and birth). 

Even as it is normal that seeds are produced from other seeds, and on the other 
hand it is also possible that some of the seeds may die or decay without producing 
new ones [12], all the creatures are produced from other creatures (as off-springs or 
progenies), and some may die without producing any off-spring, for it is an universal 
truth that all those who are born must enter the cycle of birth and death under the 
command of the Lord's Maya (i.e. the Supreme Being's wish to keep the wheel of 
creation turning endlessly at his pleasure). 

To wit, all of us—you, we, he, they and all others—are born as per the wish of 
Kaal (i.e. all living beings are guided by the wish of the Supreme Being who exercises 
control over the factors of time and circumstances at the macrocosmic as well as 
microcosmic level of existence) [13]. (11-13). 
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14-16. Birth and death are pre-destined; anybody who is destined to be instrumental 
in their happening would do what he is bound to do. To wit, anyone who is destined 
to become a parent of someone will be so; and likewise if someone is destined to die 
at the hands of anyone would also die this way. 

[To wit, one cannot control who would be one’s parents. Similarly, one cannot 
control who will be the cause of his death. These things are controlled by Kaal acting 
on behalf of the Supreme Being. ] 

For in all sooth, it is the ‘Ishwar’ (the supreme Lord God) who creates or 
destroys all the creatures (and everything besides) in this world playfully just like a 
child who involves himself in playful activities just for the fun of it. 

[To wit, the Supreme Being creates and ends this world as if it was a mere 
sport for him; without any effort or exertion; just for the pleasure of his wish; just for 
the fun of doing it; just for a bit of diversion—just as a child would employ himself 
while playing around with his toys.] 

The *Atma', i.e. the pure cosmic Consciousness, is an eternal, ethereal, subtle 
and sublime entity that has neither a birth nor death. But this same Atma becomes a 
mortal ‘creature’ by allowing itself to be associated with a gross body—a body that 
takes a birth and dies. The Atma and the body of a creature are separate and 
independent entities. But unfortunately, under the influence of ignorance, the Atma 
becomes deluded and begins to identify itself with the gross body. The obvious result 
is that the Atma thinks that it takes a birth and dies because the gross body follows 
this cycle as a routine matter. 

[The ‘Atma’ is the true ‘self? of a creature, but under the influence of 
ignorance and delusions, the creature begins to think that his gross body is his ‘self’. 
The Atma is imperishable and eternal, having no birth or death; but the body is quite 
the contrary, for it takes a birth and dies too. Hence, the cause of all grief associated 
with someone dying, or joy at someone taking birth are based on total ignorance of 
the reality.] (14-16) 


ollolIcd AoA MAU rell GES: RIPAH | 
qtc3I8ITocerargsit erereotror»fafeperr I 911 


A Sd SERRIAN BMoCAMAGSIC | 
ALN ALT AA AloUAGLARIMISACAGPSI Il cl 
U3TH2IIoI843IIIICIGI AÍ of BAC: | 


stads den agfesepeseoresgqxe: Ii 991 


nanatvam janma nasasca ksayo vrddhih kriyaphalam | 
drasturabhantyataddharma yathagnerdaruvikriyah i 1711 
ta ime dehasamyogadatmana bhantyasadgrahat I 

yatha yatha tatha canyaddhyayato'satsadagrahat ıı 1811 
prasuptasyanahambhavattada bhati na samsrtih | 
jivato'pi tatha tadvadvimuktasyanahankrteh ti 1911 


17-19. Even as the various faults or shortcomings that are present in a sample of fire 
wood as represented by its impurities (such as moisture, textural defects, hollowness 
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or solidness, its decay caused by germs and insects such as white-ant etc.) become 
visible or evident only when the wood is put in a fire’, the different faults that get 
associated with the Atma, that is otherwise pure, holy, constant and eternal, become 
evident in the way it begins to treat its self by thinking or believing that it has 
different forms, that it takes a birth and dies, that it can become old and can be 
subjected to decay in its form, that it rises or falls, that it does deeds and either enjoys 
or suffers from their consequences, and so on’. The fact is that the Atma has no such 
things associated with it. (17) 

For an ignorant creature who erroneously thinks that the Atma and the body 
are inseparable from one another, all sorts of problems pertaining to this gross world, 
such as the pain of separation and sufferance from doing deeds, would affect him. 

On the other hand, a creature who is free from this delusion, who realizes that 
his Atma and body are two independent and separate entities, there is no grief or 
misery of any kind whatsoever. For such an illustrious creature, all things that may 
normally appear to cause pain, grief and misery are merely imaginary as they do not 
affect him just like a bad dream that does not actually affect a person once he wakes 
up from his nightmare. (18) 

Hence, just like a person who dreams of something while asleep is not at all 
actually affected by it when he wakes up, a wise, self-realised and enlightened person 
remains immune to all influences of this gross mortal world’. (19) 


[Note—'When the firewood is lighted, only then one can determine its quality. If it 
has moisture, if it is not perfectly dry, then it would give a lot of smoke. Likewise, the 
smell of the burning wood would tell from which kind of tree it has come. If it is solid 
wood it will burn longer; if it is hollow from the inside then it would quickly turn to 
ash. 


“In a similar way, how enlightened and wise a creature is becomes evident in the way 
he understands about himself, about his Atma that is his ‘true self’. If the creature is 
self-enlightened then he would remain calm and suffer no emotional changes under 
different circumstances as he would know that these changes affect only his gross 
body, which is not his true self. On the contrary, an ignorant person gets easily 
influenced by circumstances, such as weeping at a loss or dancing in joy at some 
achievement as he erroneously thinks that ‘he’ is suffering or enjoying it. 

He forgets that his ‘self? is his Atma and not the body that is affected by 
external things; the Atma remains undisturbed and uniform under all circumstances. 

The soul is pure and these things have got nothing to do with it. But because 
there is the false belief that the creature is the gross body and not the pure 
consciousness and pure self which is called the soul or Atma, all the external actions 
done by the body appears to have been done by the creature which, in fact, is an 
erroneous conclusion. 


?To wit, for all practical purposes, such a person is as good as asleep as far as the 
external world is concerned. A sleeping person forgets all about the outside world 
because his sense of belonging to it ends while he sleeps. He snaps all his relations 
with everyone in the external world as long as he sleeps. If someone dies during his 
sleep, he is not bothered. All senses of the anything being mine and your, of having 
love or hatred, of attachment or detachment, of animosity or friendship, of happiness 
or grief—all such emotions vanish with his sleep. 


1957 


Similarly, a person who does not have Ahankar in him, a person who is free 
from ego and does not feel that something belongs to him, would be freed from such 
emotions as anger or grief at a loss, or happiness at an acquisition. 

In brief, Laxman intends to tell Vibhishan that all such relations as someone 
being a brother, or the grief that someone related to me has died, or the sad feeling 
that I have been the cause of his death directly or indirectly—all such emotions and 
thought are misplaced and unwise. The reality is that the Atma has no relations; that 
the body may die but the Atma never dies; that what is destined to happen would 
happen. So therefore, Vibhishan should not grieve for Ravana—as his body was not 
his ‘true self’, it was his Atma; and this Atma of Ravana is eternal; it has found its 
deliverance and beatitude; it has found a peaceful destination after exiting from the 
body; it has not died like the body. So what is the cause of grief and feeling sad?] 
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20-21. So you must forsake all delusions and erroneous thoughts that create a sense 
of ego and false attachment with things pertaining to this perishable world, which in 
their turn cause distraction for the mind and intellect. 

You must gradually learn to restrain your sense organs from being attracted 
towards their respective objects in this world by practicing renunciation and self- 
control over their natural inclinations. To wit, detach yourself from the external world 
of sense objects, and slowly learn to turn your mind inwards so that it can focus on 
your ‘true self’, which is pure consciousness known as the Atma. 

You must also know that this Atma is an image of the Supreme Atma 
represented by Lord Ram. This Supreme Atma is a universal entity; it lives inside 
every living being as his true self; and it is this same Supreme Atma that has 
manifested itself in a visible form in the person of Lord Ram. 

Hence, withdraw your mind from the gross world that is untrue, and then 
focus it on the universal truth represented by the Supreme Atma that is visible in the 
form of Lord Ram’. (20-21) 


[Note—'To wit, you must first detach yourself from falsehood by realizing that all 
relations, such as a brother, wife, son etc., are limited to the gross world which itself 
is false. Then you must focus your mind and intellect on something that is ‘true’; the 
entity that is universally truthful is the Atma. This Atma has two aspects: at the 
microcosmic level it is represented by an individual living being, and at the cosmic 
level it is represented by the Supreme Being, who has revealed himself as Lord Ram. 

Hence, you must meditate on Lord Ram with a clear understanding that you 
are meditating on the Supreme Atma, or the cosmic Consciousness. 
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Don't think that the person who is standing in front of you is any ordinary 
human prince by the name of Lord Ram, but understand that he is a manifestation of 
the Supreme Being himself. ] 
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22-23. Show the mind-intellect complex the various faults, defects, shortcomings and 
blemishes in the outside world consisting of sensual objects, and appoint it (i.e. fix it, 
divert it and assign it) instead to the blissful, peaceful, serene and tranquil form of Sri 
Ram. 

All these relationships—mother, father, brother, kith and kin, well-wishers 
etc.—exist because of the body (for the soul has no relations) (22). 

At the instant a creature becomes enlightened and understands the universal 
truth that his soul (Atma) is a different entity than the body (i.e. these two are separate 
and distinct things altogether)—and this understanding must come from within, with 
pure wisdom, complete faith and full conviction—he realises that no one is his 
mother, father, brother, friend, relative, kin or well-wisher! (23). 


[Note—'To wit, all relationships that exist in this world are limited to a creature’s 
gross body; for the Atma of the creature has no relationships. | 
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24-25. Having their origin in false, erroneous and misleading knowledge, or being 
based on illusions and deceptive conceptions, the feeling of attachment to a wife and 
household, the pride of having expertise in oratory and speech (i.e. bookish 
knowledge and the haughtiness of being educated and knowledgeable of voluminous 
texts, and quoting and preaching from them), the sense of possessing the various 
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objects of this world, such as property, wealth and prosperity (24), the pride in one’s 
strength, valour and courage, the pride of having a treasury full of riches, or a retinue 
of servants and attendants, or of a kingdom and vast realm, or of land and property, or 
of sons and daughters etc.—all such things are tentative and impermanent like a 
bubble of water because of their temporary, transitory and unstable nature as well as 
an imaginary origin' (25). 


[Note—'To wit, a wise person realizes that all things related to this world are 
transient and impermanent—because the ‘body’ of a creature which has such 
relationships or possesses any kind of asset is perishable and it would die one day, and 
so would the world in which these relationships or things exist. ] 
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26-27. Hence, stop grieving unnecessarily for someone (i.e. Ravana) with whom your 
Atma has no connection. [The one with whom it should be connected is Lord Ram, 
and the Lord is waiting for you. ] 

So get up. Remember: Lord Sri Ram is attainable only by sincere devotion and 
purity of emotions. You must diligently engage yourself to look after the affairs of the 
kingdom as it is your moral duty, as this responsibility has come to you as a result of 
your destiny and a reward of your past deeds (26). 

Not worrying about the past or the future which you cannot change, you must 
concentrate on the present that is in your own hands (as this can definitely change the 
course of your fate). But be careful that while doing what you choose to do in the 
present you must follow the laws and tenets of Dharma (that are based on the 
principles of probity, propriety, righteousness, auspiciousness, ethics, and nobility of 
intentions, actions and thoughts). 

By doing so, you shall not get involved, attached or affected by the various 
faults and blemishes associated with this mundane world of delusions and different 
kinds of spiritual traps (27). 


[Note—'What has been said by Laxman to Vibhishan in verse nos. 10-27 serve as a 
seminal guide for us to help us decide how to live in this world and interact with it in 
our daily lives. If we follow what has been said in these verses, there will be no cause 
for anxiety of any kind, or for any remorse and worries. We shall be at peace with 
ourselves as we shall not be attached with anything or anyone in this world. Further, 
since we would follow the laws of Dharma, our lives would become holy, purified 
and divine, which in turn would purify our inner-selves, and bestow us with eteranal 
peace, bliss and happiness. ] 
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28-30. [After assuaging Vibhishan's sad feelings at the death of his brother Ravana, 
Laxman instructed him as follows—] 

Lord Sri Ram orders you to perform the funeral rites of your brother as 
prescribed by the scriptures, and remove all these grieving and weeping women from 
here. My dear, you are wise and intelligent and prudent (mahabuddhe)! Let them go 
back to (the fort of) Lanka (from this battle-field). Do not delay in it". 

Hearing the words of wisdom from Laxman (that briefly expounded on the 
basic principles of metaphysics regarding the true identity of a living being, the 
eternity of the Atma, its independence from the gross body of a creature, and the truth 
of existence as espoused by the Upanishads and other scriptures), Vibhishan stopped 
feeling remorseful and unnecessarily grieving for Ravana. He overcame his delusions 
which made him think that Ravana was his brother, that Mandodari has been 
widowed, and the erroneous feeling that he was instrumental in the death of his 
brother or that he has lost all his relatives in the war. 

Becoming enlightened about the reality, he regained his composure; he felt 
calm and poised as he was earlier. Then he came to where Lord Sri Ram was waiting 
for his return. 

Vibhishan, who was temporarily affected by delusions which had made him 
show signs of a person who is not aware of the tenets of metaphysics and spiritualism, 
was nonetheless intelligent, wise and enlightened; he was an expert in the tenets of 
Dharma (principles of righteousness, probity, propriety, noble conduct, wise 
thoughts). 

So he spoke words after giving due thought to them (i.e. after considering the 
pros and cons of what he was about to say)! (30). 


[Note—'Vibhishan thought to himself before speaking to Lord Ram: “It is wise and 
prudent for me now to speak what would not offend the Lord, for any hint otherwise 
would be detrimental to my own interests. I had myself been very critical of Ravana, 
and the world knew him as a sinful demon who had a bad character. Hence, I must not 
speak otherwise, for if I do so it will look very bad now, for it would be construed as 
my being very selfish by first favouring Lord Ram's cause to get my brother 
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eliminated, and once my objective was achieved I have shown my true colour and the 
strength of filial ties by praising him once he was dead, implying that he was wrongly 
killed by an invading army led by Lord Ram. Should a wrong meaning be understood 
from any of my words and gestures, I would surely be condemned to death, and I have 
no means to escape as I am surrounded by the mighty forces of the monkeys and bears 
who are ready to grab me by my throat at the slightest signal from Lord Ram. 

I must be cautious and farsighted; I must speak what Lord Ram and the 
conquering Generals of his army wish to hear from me. The world would spit on my 
face and treat me with utter scorn if I show any sympathy for Ravana now after being 
instrumental in his death. Woe to me; hadn’t I disclosed the secret of his death by 
telling Lord Ram to shoot an arrow at my brother’s navel so as to dry up the source of 
life that was preventing his death? Truly, I had been disloyal to my brother, but 
bygones are bygones. No purpose will be served now to regret that, except to ruin my 
own prospects. Circumstances have changed, and changed so drastically and 
irreversibly that it is wiser for me to sing the tune which would please my new 
friends."] 
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31-33. Vibhishan was very clever and prudent, so he said the following words which 
would be most acceptable and pleasant to hear for Sri Ram—'Oh Lord! This fellow 
Ravana was wicked, evil and pervert; he was tyrannical, cruel and merciless; he was a 
lier and devoid of all that is considered righteous, proper and ethical (31). 

Oh Lord! I am not willing to do the last rites of this promiscuous adulterer'. 

Hearing his words, Sri Ram felt pleased (1.e. he had expected Vibhishan to say 
something of the sort). Sri Ram said (32): 'Animosity, ill-will, malice, hatred, enmity 
etc. exist only up till the time of death. Our objective has been achieved, i.e. we have 
finished our job of killing him (i.e. killing his gross physical body). Since he is dead, 
there 1s therefore no further cause of animosity or ill-will. Now, he belongs to you as 
much as he belongs to me’. Hence, you must do his last rites (33). 


[Note— This is because the Atma, the soul, is pure consciousness; it his pure, holy, 
divine and free from all taints and blemishes. The Atma is a universal entity; it is the 
same in all creatures. What distinguishes one creature from the other the gross 
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physical body, and not the Atma. Hence, with the body of Ravana dead, all animosity 
and ill-will with him are also dead. There must not be any such negative thoughts vis- 
a-vis the Atma. 

We must also note the following points regarding Vibhishan:- 

(1) Verse no. 30 tells us that Vibhishan pondered over what to tell Sri Ram. 
Just a few moments ago, he was weeping and grieving on the death of his brother 
(verse no. 6) and suddenly he changed track to criticise him (verse no. 31). He 
realised that the odds were heavily stacked against him if he dared to show any 
sympathy for Ravana at the present time, and he must not say anything to Sri Ram 
that would alarm him or annoy him, for there was still a chance that having got rid of 
Ravana, Sri Ram might think of eliminating this betrayer also just to avoid any chance 
of back-stabbing or revolt at the last minute. Having seen Sri Ram's prowess and 
potent in the battle field, he feared for his life. This turn-coat attitude of Vibhishan is 
very apparent and glaring here. 

(11) He got the cue from Laxman himself in verse nos. 26-29. He had to decide 
quickly. Being a practical, prudent and sagacious man, he decided that the best course 
of action for him and the remainder of the demons under the present dispensation was 
not to displease Sri Ram in any way. That his criticism of Ravana pleased Sri Ram 
(verse no. 32) is evidence enough of his correct interpretation of the course of events 
and his coming to the decision to change tack and say things which are pleasing to Sri 
Ram (i.e. criticising Ravana). 

(iii) But Sri Ram's reply is very interesting in this context. By saying that ‘he 
(Ravana) is as much yours as he is mine’, Sri Ram has emphasised the fact that the 
soul/Atma of all the creatures are pure and faultless. It is the body which indulges in 
all worldly deeds, and it is now dead, gross and useless. The entity called ‘Ravana’ is 
different from the body lying in the battle field. Sri Ram, in effect, tells Vibhishan 
what Laxman had said in verse nos. 10-25 a little while earlier. But this fool 
Vibhishan could not or did not grasp the subtle message—because had he realised the 
essential truth, he would not have cursed Ravana as he did and criticise an already 
dead person, nor would he have refused to perform his last rites, especially when 
Laxman had ordered him to do so (verse no. 28).] 
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34-35. Then Vibhishan respectfully and swiftly carried out the instructions of Sri 
Ram. He condoled the wise queen Mandodari with a calm and soothing voice. After 
that (34), Vibhishan—who was of a righteous mind, was a noble soul, and was an 
expert in principles of probity and propriety—advised his relatives, compatriots and 
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others (who had survived the war) to arrange for the funeral of Ravana as soon as 
possible (35). 
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36-37. Vibhishan laid the corpse of Ravana on the funeral pyre by observing all the 
traditional regulations and rules that are prescribed for the cremation of a father’. 
Then he duly consigned the body of Ravana to the flames by lighting the funeral pile 
in the prescribed manner (36). 

In these rituals, he was accompanied by his surviving relatives and ministers 
of the demon kingdom. He also duly completed the ‘offering of the fire’ ritual (dadau 
ca pavakam tasya) in a traditional and sanctified manner (37)#. 


[Note—'To the credit of Vibhishan, he showed all respects to Ravana and performed 
his last rites like a son would do for his father. All past animosity and hatred was 
buried and burnt with the burning of the body of Ravana. 

This verse is crucial in the sense that since Vibhishan had performed the last 
rites of his dead brother as a ‘son would do for his father’, he cleared for himself all 
obstacles that may have risen against him for his right to the throne of the kingdom of 
Lanka—because a son has the right to the crown after his father, the king, is dead. 

?The ‘offering of the fire’ ritual is a last rite when the eldest son or nearest 
male relative of the deceased puts the fire to ignite the funeral pile. When the body is 
almost burnt, he punctures the skull with a wooden spike and puts a globule of fire 
into it so as to complete the cremation process. Often times, this fire is put in the 
mouth of the deceased. This is called *Agnidaan". 


#Another point worth noting here is that no mention is made anywhere of whatever 
happened to the dead bodies of Kumbhakarn, Meghnad etc. It appears that their 
funeral rites were done quickly by Ravana himself as is usually done in war times. 
*Quickly'—because there was no time for elaborate funeral rituals for a dead 
individual, and they were cremated along with the other casualties of the day in a 
mass funeral. ] 
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snatva caivardravastrena tilan darbhabhimisritan | 
udakena ca sammisran pradaya vidhipürvakam ıı 3811 
pradaya codakam tasmai murdhna cainam pranamya ca I 
tah striyo'nunayamasa santvamuktva punah punah ıı 391 


38-39. Then he (Vibhishan) took a purifying bath as part of the ritual of ablution, and 
with wet clothes still on his body, he offered a palm-full of water having some sesame 
seeds and a few blades of grass in it to the departed soul as per established tradition 
for performing of last rites (38). 

After offering his oblations in this way, he put his head to the ground as a 
token of respect and reverence to the departed soul, and then repeatedly condoled 
those grieving women (of Ravana's household) by using soothing words of 
consolation and condolence (39). 


oad al: Aa fafagrofers dor | 
yaey a sala griy fàsa: | voll 
aardig colieivafgoilad | 
WASH 218 Horio RA: Asa UT: I v 1I 
a cial Ruol Seal Ue Ag gaye: | 
AIA AGI Wd URERA T Il v2ll 
HOSA WT eel} Faof fdereroar | 

ddl ECHO Wall Aga AGARA Ii ¥3il 


gamyatamiti tah sarva viviSurnagaram tada | 
pravistasu ca sarvasu raksasisu vibhisanah ii 4011 
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ramo'pi saha sainyena sasugrivah salaksmanah i 4111 
harsam lebhe ripün hatva yatha vrtram $atakratuh | 
matalisca tada ramam parikramyaabhivandya ca 1! 4211 
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tato hrstamana ramo laksmanam cedamabravit i| 4311 


40-43. He instructed those women— You should all go back now'. Then all of them 
went back to the city. When all the demonesses (of Ravana's household and sundry 
others whose husbands had been killed in the battle-field) had gone back to the city, 
Vibhishan (40) came near Lord Sri Ram and stood before him most politely and 
humbly. Sri Ram along with his army, Sugriv and Laxman (41) was very cheerful on 
having eliminated the enemy just like Indra felt after he had slayed the demon 
Vrittasur!. 

Thence, Matli (the charioteer of Indra who was sent to help Lord Ram in the 
war of Lanka) circumambulated Sri Ram and bowed before him (42), and getting his 
permission to leave, he went back to the heavens. 

Then Sri Ram said cheerfully to Laxman (43)— 


1965 


[Note—'Demon Vrittasur, though having an evil body of a demon, was at heart a 
great devotee of the Lord and an enlightened soul. During the battle with Indra, his 
enunciations on devotion and wisdom are worth their weight in gold. This episode 
appears in Bhagwat Mahapuran. To kill him, the God asked sage Dadhichi to give his 
bones which were used to mould the Bajra (thunderbolt; the weapon of Indra), and it 
was used to kill him.] 
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vibhisanaya me lankarajyam dattam puraiva hi | 
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ityukto laksmanastürnam jagama saha vanaraih i| 451 
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44-46. 'I have already given the kingdom of Lanka to Vibhishan (see Lanka Kand, 
Canto 3, verse nos. 43-45). Still, you must go to Lanka with him (44) and get him 
duly anointed on the throne of the kingdom as its next King in a proper, formal way 
by chanting of Mantras by Brahmins! . 

Getting these instructions from Lord Sri Ram, Laxman, accompanied by other 
prominent monkey commanders (45), went to Lanka and anointed Vibhishan, who 
was wise and intelligent, as the King of the demon race by installing him on the 
throne of the kingdom at an auspicious moment. He sprinkled on him, for the purpose 
of his anointment, the water of the ocean that was especially brought in for this 
ceremony in a golden pot? (46). 


[Note—'This verse clearly hints that there were Brahmins in the city of Lanka. But 
how come they were there amongst the anti-Brahmin demons? The two plausible 
answers are— 

(a) Multitudes of Brahmins were kept in Ravana's captivity, perhaps under 
shackles, and they were summoned by him anytime when he used to perform the 
various fire sacrifices and other religious rituals that necessitated the recital of 
Mantras by learned Brahmins. These rituals and sacrifices were performed by Ravana 
to serve his self interest—whether it was the conquest of Gods, or for winning the war 
against Lord Ram. 

(b) Since Ravana himself was a Brahmin by birth, being the son of Visrasrava 
who was a Brahmin and a sage, and was a grandson of sage Pulastya, he spared the 
people of his own race from death if they pleaded mercy and vowed allegiance to him. 

Otherwise, there is no question of getting Brahmins to chant the Mantras so 
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quickly, because Lanka was situated in the middle of the ocean and approximately 
800 miles from the mainland of India where Brahmins lived. 


*Verse no. 46 indicates that at that time, there were no rivers in the island of Lanka— 
it was surrounded by the ocean in all the directions, was south of the equator, and had 
no glaciers etc. to support any network of rivers. So this is why the water of the ocean 
was brought for anointment ceremony. Ordinarily, water from a river is used for this 
ritual. | 
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krtakrtyamivatmanamamanyata sahanujah | 

sugrivam ca samalingya ramo vakyamathabravit i| 4911 
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47-50. After that, accompanied by a large crowd of residents of the city holding 
numerous varieties of gifts in their hands as tributes for Lord Ram, Vibhishan 
accompanied Laxman (47) to come back to the Lord. Once there, Vibhishan 
prostrated himself before the Lord by falling down like a stick, to pay his obeisance 
and respects to him. He placed all those gifts in front of Lord Sri Ram whose deeds 
and actions are very difficult to understand (i.e. the Lord’s ways are very mysterious 
and strange for everyone to understand). 

On the other hand, Sri Ram was very pleased on seeing that Vibhishan has got 
the reign of the kingdom which the Lord had promised him (48). 

Indeed, Lord Sri Ram and his younger brother (Laxman) felt highly satisfied 
and happy at the turn of events’. 

Then Sri Ram embraced Sugriv (the king of the monkeys) and said (49)—'Oh 
the brave one (tvaya vira)! It is only due to your assistance and help that I have been 
able to conquer the great Ravana, and oh Anagh (*anagha"; one who is pure in heart 
and faultless in his deeds), it is also because of it (your help) that Vibhishan has been 
appointed to the throne of Lanka. [To wit, I am very thankful and obliged to you.]' 
(50). 
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[Note—'That is because the Lord could fulfill the promise he had made to Vibhishan 
that he would put him on the throne of Lanka. Surely, Sri Ram felt highly relieved at 
the turn of events, for otherwise, he would not have been able to live up to his 
reputation of being true to his words. ] 
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Chapter 20 


Sita Re-United with Lord Ram 


After Vibhishan’s appointment as the new King of Lanka, the next important thing 
that was to be done was to reunite Sita with Lord Ram. In this Chapter no. 20 we shall 
read about this episode in the following two Sections: 

Section 20.1 Ram Charit Manas 

Section 20.2 Adhyatma Ramayan 


Section 20.1: Ram Charit Manas 


Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha 
no. 107—to Doha no. 109. 
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caupā'. 


puni prabhu boli liya'u hanumana. lanka jahu kahē'u bhagavānā. 1. 
samācāra jānakihi sunāvahu. tāsu kusala lai tumha cali āvahu. 2. 


After that, the Lord called Hanuman and instructed him thus: ‘You go to Lanka [1] 
and convey to Janki (Sita) all that has happened'. Then come back immediately with 
the news of her own welfare. [2]’ (1-2) 


[Note— Lord Ram instructed Hanuman to convey the good news to Sita that the Lord 
has been victorious in the war, that Ravana was dead, that Vibhishan had been 
appointed as the new King of Lanka, and that the time has finally arrived for her re- 
union with Lord Ram, a moment for which she had been longing and waiting for so 
long. 
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Why did Lord Ram choose Hanuman as his messenger to Sita? It is because 
Hanuman had been to Lanka earlier too and had personally met Sita#; so she would 
immediately recognize him, which she indeed does as we shall read in verse no. 5 
herein below. {#Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 8 that 
precedes Doha no. 13—to Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 17.} 

It must be remembered that when Hanuman had met her earlier, he had urged 
her to stop worrying, for sooner rather than later Lord Ram would come with a mighty 
army of monkeys and bears to free her*. His prophesy has now come true, and so he 
deserves, and has the right, to receive any blessings and gifts that Sita would like to 
bestow upon him. {*Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 9 
that precedes Doha no. 15—to Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 16.} 

And we shall soon see in the verses that follow herein below that he was 
indeed profusely blessed by Mother Sita for bringing the good news to her. ] 
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taba hanumanta nagara mahum a'&. suni nisicari nisacara dha'e. 3. 
bahu prakara tinha puja kinhi. janakasuta dekha'i puni dinhi. 4. 


Then Hanuman went to the city of Lanka. No sooner the male and female demon 
residents of the city came to know that he has come, than all of them rushed forward 
[3] to welcome him and show their respects to him by worshipping and paying their 
obeisance to him. Then they quickly showed him the place where Sita was confined". 
[4] (3-4) 


[Note—'Hanuman was now visiting the city as a representative of a conqueror. He 
went in Lanka with a head raised in pride, with a broad smile on his face, with the 
demeanours and the stride of a victorious warrior. The situation had now completely 
changed since his last visit when he was an enemy's spy, an intruder, a trespasser. At 
that time he was put in shackles, and the citizens had poked fun at him, kicked and 
punched him, and made merry at his discomfiture. {Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, 
Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 6-7 that precede Doha no. 25.) 

But now all of them went out of their way, and literally went over backwards 
to welcome Hanuman and be in his good looks. This is the way how people change 
colours like chameleons to suit their own interests. These same demons had earlier 
been praising and paying their respects to Ravana, and now all of a sudden they forgot 
all that he had done for them, and instead of feeling any remorse for their great king 
Ravana, and showing any contempt for Hanuman, they collected in large numbers to 
bow their heads before the latter, knowing fully well that a few days ago Hanuman 
was one of their most hated and despised enemy, for let us not forget the havoc that 
Hanuman and Angad had unleashed on Lanka during the initial phases of the war. 
{Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 2-4 that precede Doha 
no. 42; Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 43—to Doha no. 44.} 


*Sita was confined in the royal garden of Lanka, known as the ‘Ashok Van'— 
apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 
8.] 
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dürihi te pranama kapi kinha. raghupati düta janakim cinha. 5. 
kahahu tata prabhu krpaniketa. kusala anuja kapi sena sameta. 6. 


The Kapi (i.e. Hanuman) bowed his head to Sita from a distance’. She immediately 
recognized him as a messenger of Lord Ram (because she had already met him and 
conversed with him). (5) 


She asked: ‘Say my dear son (tata)’; how is the Lord who is an embodiment of mercy 
and compassion (prabhu krpaniketa)? Tell me about his own welfare, as well as that 
of his younger brother (Laxman) and the army of monkeys that accompanies him’*.’ 


(6) 


[Note—'When Hanuman had met Sita for the first time during his mission of 
reconnaissance to Lanka to find where she was held captive, he had gone quite near to 
her. Sita was jolted with fright and was so sore affright at seeing him, as she had least 
expected a stranger of the form of Hanuman creeping up to her so secretly, that she 
withdrew herself as much as she could and turned her back to him—apropos: Ram 
Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 13. 

So therefore, Hanuman wished to take precautions now; he did not wish to 
alarm her by his sudden presence. Hence, he stood at a reasonable distance and bowed 
his head before her. 

Another reason of his standing at a distance now instead of going closer is 
this: During his previous visit he had to maintain secrecy and speak as softly as 
possible, so that his conversation with Sita remained out of earshot of the demon 
guards. But now that was not needed; he could stand at a distance and announce 
himself loudly—and this is what he did. 


“Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Doha no. 13 along with Chaupai line no. 1 
that follows it. 


*During his last visit to Sita, she had affectionately addressed Hanuman many times 
with this title "tata", which with reference to Hanuman means someone who is very 
dear to her like her own son—for example, we have the following verses in Ram 
Charit Manas, Sundar Kand: Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 14; Chaupai 
line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 16; Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 17; 
Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes Doha no. 27. 


^Hanuman had himself told Sita during that visit that Lord Ram had befriended the 
monkey race and was all poised to come with their army to free her. So Sita was in 
the knowing that the Lord had monkeys as his companions. Refer: Ram Charit Manas, 
Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 16.] 
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saba bidhi kusala kosaladhisa. matu samara jityo dasasisa. 7. 
abicala raju bibhisana payo. suni kapi bacana harasa ura chayo. 8. 


Hanuman replied cheerfully: ‘The Lord of Kaushal (*kosaladhisa"; i.e. Lord Ram, 
the Lord of Ayodhya, the great kingdom which was also known as ‘Kaushal’) is fine 
and happy in all possible ways'. Mother’, he has vanquished the ten-headed Ravana in 
the war. (7) 


Vibhishan has been crowned as a King of Lanka; he has attained everlasting 
sovereignty over his kingdom.” 

Hearing these pleasant words of the Kapi (Hanuman), exhilaration and joy 
overwhelmed the heart of Sita. (8) 


[Note— This answers Sita's question: ‘How is Lord Ram, his brother Laxman, and 
the army of monkeys that accompanies them?’ Hanuman sums up by saying 
‘everything is fine with the Lord’. 


*We can recall here that during his first visit to Sita, Hanuman had also addressed her 
as *mother'—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 9 that 
precedes Doha no. 13; Chaupai line no. 9 that precedes Doha no. 15; Chaupai line no. 
1 that precedes Doha no. 27. 


?We have read earlier that the old demoness named Trijata, who was appointed by 
Ravana to guard Sita, had become very friendly to her. She used to update Sita about 
the development in the war. So it is quite natural that as soon as Ravana was slayed, 
and a little while later Vibhishan was made the king of Lanka, Trijata must have 
hurried to give the good tidings to Sita. But Sita was suspicious of everything; she 
doubted when Trijata told her of Lord Ram’s victory etc., for she feared that it was 
some new trick by her tormentors to tease her. 

When Hanuman told her of the Lord's victory as well as of Vibhishan's 
appointment as the new king, then only was Sita convinced of the veracity of the 
news.] 
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rana jiti ripudala bandhu juta pasyami ramamanamayam. 4. 


With great exhilaration in her heart, with her body thrilled with joy, and with tears of 
happiness filling her eyes, Rama! (“rama”; i.e. Sita) said repeatedly --- (Chanda line 
no. 1) 


‘Oh Kapi! For me, there is nothing n the three divisions of the world which is as sweet 
and pleasant to hear as the words you have spoken. [To wit, the news that you brought 
to me is the sweetest thing I had ever heard of.]’ (Chanda line no. 2) 


Hanuman replied: *Oh Mother, listen! I am very fortunate and feel singularly 
privileged today, for I have had the good fortune of being symbolically granted the 
sovereignty of the whole world; there is no doubt about it. [To wit, since you are the 
Mother Goddess, being so affectionately blessed by you makes me exceptionally 
happy and delighted as if I have been made the king of the whole world.] (Chanda 
line no. 3) 


Verily indeed, forsooth and without gainsay, it's an honour and a great blessing for 
me that I am a witness of Lord Ram's victory over the enemy and his army, and I see 
the Lord and his brother safe and sound after the ordeal of a horrifying war.' (Chanda 
line no. 4) 


[Note—'The word “rama” is used for goddess Laxmi, the divine consort of Lord 
Vishnu. Since Lord Ram was an incarnation of Lord Vishnu, it follows that Sita was a 
manifestation of goddess Laxmi. 
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Sita blessed Hanuman as follows: ‘Listen my son Hanuman (Sunu suta -- 
hanumanta)! Let all the good virtues and auspicious qualities dwell in your heart. 

Let Lord Ram, the Lord of Kaushal, and Laxman (Anant) be ever pleased with 
you, and have eternal affection for you.’ (Doha no. 107) 


a0.  STSUHIg AAT HE GS AM | Sal AAA A We AMAT N g di 
WS STAM UH Ue Sis | AHA 9b HAT HAs Ul 2 


caupa’. 


aba so'i jatana karahu tumha tata. dekhaurn nayana syama mrdu gata. 1. 
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[Sita continued—] ‘My dear son (tata)! Now make haste to devise a method by which 
I can see with my own eyes! the pleasant dark-complexioned form of the Lord (Sri 
Ram).’ (1) 


Then Hanuman immediately went back to Lord Ram and told him about the welfare 
of Sita, the daughter of king Janak (janakasuta). (2) 


[Note—'Sita meant that though it is absolutely true she had all this while been 
remembering Lord Ram and keeping his divine form before her mental eyes 
constantly, never forgetting him for a single moment of her existence in captivity in 
Lanka*, but it is also true that she had always been longing to see the Lord's form 
physically, with her physical eyes#. 

{*Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Doha no. 8 along with Chaupai 
line no. 8 that precedes it. 

ZRefer: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes 
Doha no. 14.7] 
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suni sandesu bhanukulabhusana. boli li'e jubaraja bibhisana. 3. 
marutasuta ke sanga sidhavahu. sadara janakasutahi lai avahu. 4. 


When Lord Ram, who was like an adornment of the Solar race 
(bhanukulabhüsana)!, heard the message of Sita (that she was longing to see him), 
he summoned Angad, the prince of the monkey race (jubaraja), and Vibhishan (the 
newly appointed king of Lanka). (3) 


The Lord instructed them: ‘Both of you immediately go with Hanuman, the son of the 
wind god, and bring Sita, the daughter of Janak, here most honourably, by showing 
great respect to her, and ensuring that all manners of royal protocol and dignity are 
observed for her.” (4) 


[Note— Lord Ram was a descendant in the line of illustrious kings belonging to the 
Solar Race of Ayodhya. The epithet *adornment of the Solar race" means simply that 
Lord Ram was the most renowned and the most glorious King of this race. 


*Lord Ram implied that Sita ought to be brought to him in a ceremonial and dignified 
way that suits her majestic stature. Put simply, the Lord wished that Sita should come 
to him like a noble lady who has been freed from her captivity; she should be properly 
escorted by female demon guards to show her the way to Lord Ram's camp. 

The Lord was very careful when he gave this instruction, for he guessed that it 
was quite possible that his messengers, Hanuman, Angad and Vibhishan, would not 
know, and therefore unable to decide as to how to bring her to the Lord under the 
present circumstances where his camp was situated on the other side of the battle- 
field, far away from the main city of Lanka. They might wonder as to what the Lord 
wants to be done to her, and what would please him: whether he wishes that Sita be 
brought to him in a palanquin, or in some other way they were used to transporting 
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their own noble women, or simply like any lady released from prison and being 
restored to her husband. Was she to be taken to the Lord in the way she had actually 
lived as a captive in Lanka, or was she to be given royal treatment, dressed and 
adorned with ornaments like a queen, and then led to Lord Ram in a regal procession, 
with all the pomp and pageantry that accompanies such occasions? 

Lord Ram’s instructions were brief, and it was to bring Sita with due respect, 
honour and dignity being shown to her, though it was not clearly mentioned by him as 
to what he meant by what he said. 

In their zeal and enthusiasm to please the Lord and celebrate this happy 
moment, his messengers over-reacted; they thought that the Lord means that Sita was 
to be brought to him with due observance of royal protocol and dignity reserved for 
queens and noble ladies—which implied that Sita must first be bathed and sprayed 
with perfumes, then she must be attired like a queen and adorned in regal 
paraphernalia, and then she must be taken out in a royal procession in a decorated 
palanquin carried aloft by royal demon guards dressed in full regal regalia, with royal 
escorts and guards leading the way for the procession, accompanied by all the royal 
pomp and pageantry that are reserved for such occasions. 

And this was how Sita was actually brought to Lord Ram by his 
messengers—she was first made to take a bath, adorn herself with fresh clothes and 
ornaments befitting a queen, and then carried to the Lord in a palanquin in ceremonial 
procession escorted by royal guards and heralds of the demon kingdom. We shall read 
about it in the verses which follow herein below. {Apropos: Chaupai line nos. 5-9 that 
precede Doha no. 108. } 

Perhaps Hanuman, Angad and Vibhishan had, in their enthusiasm, overdone 
their preparations of bringing Sita to Lord Ram—because the first impression of Sita 
that Lord Ram got as she approached him from a distance was that of a well decked- 
up queen, fully decorated in regal regalia and smiling cheerfully with happiness, as if 
she had not undergone any suffering or pain at all; the Lord observed that she was 
being carried in a decorated carriage aloft the shoulders of royal guards and soldiers 
of the demon kingdom as if she was a ‘queen of the demon kingdom going to meet 
some honoured guest’, rather than ‘a lady who had been long suffering from pain and 
misery at separation from her beloved husband, a lady who had become weak and 
emaciated by the mental torture and agony incurred during the long time she had been 
forcibly kept in captivity by a cruel abductor, who being finally freed, forgets about 
everything else as she rushes to meet her dear husband with quick and eager steps, 
and with tears of joy gushing out from her eyes’. 

The watchful Lord observed that Sita showed no such signs. He also observed 
that all his companions in the army, the monkeys and bears, were fixedly looking in 
the direction from where the royal procession carrying Sita was coming towards them, 
and even the minutest detail wouldn’t escape their scrutiny—apropos: Chaupai line 
no. 10 that precedes Doha no. 108 herein below. 

These monkey and bear warriors were seeing Sita for the first time, and they 
would surely wonder at this incredulous sight of hers coming majestically like a 
queen attired in the finest of royal regalia, very happy and cheerful, showing no signs 
of pain and suffering. Surely, this would be an unexpected sight for all of them; it was 
totally incompatible with and at complete odds with the mental image they must have 
had of Sita based on the description given by Hanuman to Lord Ram after his return 
from the reconnaissance mission to Lanka earlier: as a sad, miserable, forlorn and 
despondent lady who had undergone long time of suffering and grief while living 
away from her dear husband, in the captivity of a cruel demon; who was supposed to 
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be under great stress and pain inflicted upon her for a long time since she was 
separated from her husband, and was not sure if she would ever be free again; who 
was not eating properly, thereby becoming thin and weak; who spent her time 
weeping and lamenting and grieving at her doomed fate. In brief, the sight of Sita 
coming bedecked in fine royal attire and accompanied by pomp and show did not at 
all fit-in with the miserable picture of hers that was given by Hanuman to Lord Ram#. 
{#Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha 
no. 30—to Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 32.} 

The Lord was not happy that Sita should be brought to him in a royal 
procession like a queen, because it gave a very wrong impression of her amongst his 
army chiefs and warriors—and it would be clear below when he expressly asked his 
messengers, whom he affectionately called his ‘friends’, to make her come on foot. 
{Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 11 that precedes Doha 
no. 108 herein below. } 

This is also one of the primary reasons why Lord Ram would be compelled to 
put Sita through the ‘fire test’ to clear her of any imaginary doubt regarding her 
integrity, honour, self-respect, dignity and loyalty to Lord Ram, a doubt that may taint 
her immaculate character for all times to come, that might crop up in the mind of 
anyone observing her demeanours, her clothes and her external form, about which we 
shall read soon. {Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Doha no. 108—to 
Chanda line nos. 1-8 that precede Doha no. 109.} 

It is clear that though the Lord had ordered that Sita be brought to him with 
due respect, he had not actually meant that she be brought to him like a queen being 
carried in a palanquin in a royal procession; he had meant that she be brought with 
dignity and honour behooving of a noble lady, in a simple and dignified manner. A 
simple procession would be alright, but a procession of pomp and show was odd for 
the moment. Lord Ram had not expected that his messengers would overreact in their 
enthusiasm to please him, or misunderstand him, by bringing Sita in such a royal 
procession, with Sita fully decorated in royal regalia, and coming to with all pomp 
and ceremony. Her sight did not go down well with Lord Ram at all—markedly 
because he and his companions, i.e. his wife Sita and his brother Laxman, were to 
dress and live like a ‘hermit’ during the time that they lived in forest for 14 years to 
fulfill the words the Lord had given to his father Dasrath at the time of his departure 
to the forest—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line no. 3 that 
precedes Doha no. 29; Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 79. 

In this background, Sita coming in a royal procession like a queen bedecked in 
all regal finery and wearing glittering ornaments was incongruous and completely out 
of order. Hence, instead of being pleased, the Lord took offence at it. He was also 
silently angry with Sita for being so careless as to allow herself being so decorated; 
had she forgotten her vows to live like her husband would in the forest; had she 
forgotten that the time of the forest exile was not yet over and her Lord was still 
dressed like a hermit. How could she then allow herself to be so finely decorated? The 
Lord decided that after undergoing so much hardship for so long a period of 14 years 
just to uphold the dignity and honour of his words, Sita’s single act of indiscretion 
undid all. The Lord felt very sad and unhappy. He had not expected Sita to be so 
careless and imprudent. So he decided she must be punished for her impertinent and 
careless behaviour. 

Glory to Lord Ram who was so strict an adherent to, and an upholder of, the 
principles of Dharma, the laws that govern right conduct, right thought, probity, 
propriety, ethics and righteousness—wherein not a single error and transgression was 
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acceptable by the Lord. So therefore, the Lord decided to punish Sita by putting her to 
the ‘fire test’.] 
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They (Hanuman, Angad and Vibhishan) immediately went to meet Sita who was now 
being served very politely and obediently by her female guards’. (5) 


Vibhishan gave them quick instructions, advising them as to how to treat Sita with 
great dignity, and prepare her for being taken to Lord Ram with due honour. 

Thereafter, the female demon guards made Sita take a bath and clean herself in 
various ways (using soap and perfumes etc.). (6) 


Then they adorned her with different kinds of ornaments. After that, a decorated 
palanquin was brought in for her to board it. (7) 


Vaidehi (Sita, the daughter of king Videha, another name of her father king Janak; 
^baidehr") then boarded it (the decorated palanquin) after remembering and paying 
her mental obeisance to Lord Ram who was an embodiment of (and a bestower of) 
bliss, joy and happiness’. (8) 


Holding batons in their hands, countless demon guards surrounded the palanquin and 
escorted it as it moved forward. All of them were very cheerfully and felt privileged 
to have gotten the chance to be the escorts of Sita. (9) 


[Note—'These were the same female guards who had been terrorizing Sita earlier— 
apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Doha no. 10. 


?To wit, Sita thanked Lord Ram for finally ending her misery and giving her peace, by 
invoking the merciful Lord's virtue of granting bliss, joy and happiness to all those 
who remember him.] 
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The monkeys and bears rushed forward to have a glimpse of Sita. There was a huge 
crowd of onlookers, jostling and pushing forward, compelling the guards who were 
escorting her to angrily push them back. (10) 


Lord Ram ("raghubira"; literally the brave warrior of the Raghu line of kings) called 
out to his messengers and said affectionately: ‘My friends (sakha); please pay heed to 
what I say; bring Sita on foot." (11) 


Turning to all the monkey and bear warriors who were eagerly craning their necks to 
have a glance of Sita, the wise Lord smiled in amusement (bihasi)? and instructed 
them as follows: ‘Oh Kapis! Look at her as if she was your mother; perceive her to be 
like your own mother.” (12) 


[Note— Lord Ram chided his messengers for misunderstanding his instruction of 
bringing Sita to him with due respect, in a dignified and modest way, by showing 
unwarranted zeal and enthusiasm in bringing her astride a palanquin like a queen. It is 
immodest and impudent for her to be brought to the Lord in such a manner of pomp 
and pageantry—as it violates outright the vows they had taken at the time of leaving 
their kingdom fourteen years ago, that they will live an austere life in the forest like 
that of a hermit. The sight of Sita coming to him in a regal state procession 
accompanied by royal paraphernalia, with its attendent pomp and show, annoyed and 
upset the Lord very much. 

So he politely admonished his messengers and said: “My friends, listen. Let 
Sita walk to me instead of riding in a carriage. We have taken a vow to live like 
hermits during the fourteen years of our forest sojourn. It is highly immodest and 
uncivil for her to come to me astride a palanquin while I stand on foot, and it violates 
the sanctity of the vow that we had made at the time of leaving our kingdom of 
Ayodhya that we would live the life of a forest-dwelling hermit for fourteen years. I 
have diligently followed this injunction all through this time, but unfortunately Sita 
has fallen prey to temptations and fallen astray by violating the vows of an austere life 
by conceding to ride on a carriage, a palanquin in this case, which all of you would 
agree is not what is expected from the loyal, obedient, faithful and diligent wife of a 
hermit. Anyhow, the damage has been done, but let us now rectify it as best as we 
can. So therefore, let Sita step out of the palanquin and walk the remaining distance to 
me on foot like a wife of a hermit. There is no cause of shame in it, and there is no 
reason why she would be reluctant in walking now—for hadn't she traveled all the 
way on foot from Ayodhya, thousands of miles away, walking through the villages 
and hamlets that fell on the way, through the lonely and fearful forest, visiting many 
hermitages of sages on the way? So, what is odd in it if she walks a few meters now? 

Besides this, these monkey and bear friends of mine are so eager to have a 
glimpse of her; don't you see that they are craning their heads and shoving each other 
to get closer to the carriage? Well, let them have a chance to see their mother directly. 
There should be no hindrance in it. Let them see how miserable she has become 
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during her captivity in Lanka. Being a ‘mother’, let her see how her children are so 
eager to welcome her back, how glad and joyous they are to see her; let her bless them 
all with her benevolent and gracious smile, and let her glance at them to bless them all 
with her grace like the soothing spray of rainwater that falls on everyone equally, 
without making any distinction. 

See, these warriors have left their homes and hearths in Kishkindha for my 
sake, and so it is obligatory for me to respect to them by honouring their wishes and 
treat them all as my family. And since every child has a right to see his mother, 
especially after she had suffered so much for so long, and these children had exerted 
themselves so strenuously to liberate her from her miseries, there should be no 
formalities now; there ought to be aught naught between these warriors and their 
mother Sita. 

Hence, let Sita step out of the carriage onto the ground, and let her show 
modesty, prudence, wisdom and decency of behaviour by adhering to the vows that 
we had taken earlier that we will live an austere life of a forest-dwelling hermit for 
fourteen years, by walking to me on foot rather than riding on a palanquin.” 


Now, let us examine the reasons why Lord Ram preferred that Sita should walk to 
him instead of riding a palanquin. 

First, this would remove the danger of the palanquin toppling over in the 
chaos. 

Second, it would forestall chances of a fight between the demon guards 
protecting Sita and the surging crowd of monkeys and bears trying to get close and 
look at her. 

Third, it would give the eager friends of the Lord an easy chance to see Sita as 
she walks on foot as compared to her sitting in the palanquin with small windows 
with curtains drawn. 

Fourth, by making her walk on foot, the terms of his forest exile, whereby he 
and his companions, Sita and Laxman, were to live as a hermit who travels on foot 
and not on a carriage, would be fulfilled. 

Fifth, the Lord wished to remind Sita that she had done a wrong thing by 
allowing herself to be so finely decorated and riding in a palanquin, for did she forget 
that she was supposed to live like the wife of a hermit? It was inexcusable, and she 
must be strongly chided and adequately punished for her impertinent behaviour. 

Sixth, the Lord owed enough gratitude to his monkey and bear friends to let 
them have the privilege of feeling like the Lord’s own family members, and like 
children eager to meet their mother ought naught to be barred from this privilege, joy 
and pleasure, these monkeys and bears too had the right to see Sita openly and 
without any restrictions, albeit as their mother and not as a novelty. 

But then, there was a simultaneous risk to her safety if she left the security of 
the palanquin and walked on foot, for there was a huge crowd anxious to see her, 
pushing and shoving closer, and they might rough-handle her in their eagerness and 
enthusiasm. So therefore, the Lord devised a clever and wise device to get over this 
risk—by asking all the monkeys and bears to look upon Sita as their ‘mother’! This 
indeed pre-empted any imprudent behaviour on their part, and imposed a sense of 
self-discipline and restraint in them. 


^Why did Lord Ram ‘laugh’ or ‘smile’ (bihasi) when he saw the approaching carriage 
bearing Sita and the huge crowd milling around it? When he saw the way the 
monkeys and bears were jostling and pushing and elbowing each other just to have a 
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glimpse of Sita, he was amused as well as alarmed. The impression that the unruly 
crowd gave was that they were looking at something novel and wished to be the one 
who would claim later to have had the first chance to cast his eye on this novelty; that 
they wished to see who this lady was for whom such a violent war was raged; that 
they broke all protocol and good manners of keeping a dignified distance while 
approaching Sita and the palanquin she was in; that there was the risk of a chaos and a 
riot as the demon guards tried to push back the eager monkeys and bears by use of 
force, and at certain point of time there were chances that these monkeys and bears 
would lose their control and a fight would ensue. It was a dangerous prospect; but 
Lord Ram smiled as this itself was a novel and interesting sight to behold, a sight that 
was sufficiently funny as to amuse the Lord. 


*When he observed that the things were going out of hand, he decided to intervene by 
asking the monkeys and bears to observe self-restraint and good manners by treating 
Sita as a “mother”, which meant two things simultaneously—one, that she must not 
be treated as a trophy of war or a novelty, but regarded with full honour and respect 
that one would reserve for one’s mother; and two, that since a son inherently enjoys a 
certain degree of freedom while approaching his mother, so it would be alright for the 
monkeys and bears to come close to Sita to a limit, but they are expected to maintain a 
dignified and respectful distance from her. ] 
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Hearing the words of the Lord, the bears and the monkeys felt very glad'; and the 
gods showered flowers from the sky (heaveny.. (13) 


Lord Ram had kept Sita in the safe custody of the fire god on an earlier occasion’. 
Now it was time to retrieve Sita's original form that was presently invisible and 
subtle, so that she could be physically present, in flesh and blood, by the side of the 
Lord in a tangible form*. (14) 


[Note— Why were the bears and monkeys happy? Till now Sita was sitting inside the 
palanquin, making it difficult for the Lord's companions to have a glimpse of her. 
Now that the Lord ordered her to come on foot, she stepped out of the carriage. This 
enabled everyone to see her directly. They always had had the greatest of respects for 
Lord Ram, and so now they felt so fortunate that they were finally able to have a 
divine sight of Sita, the Lord's consort. With Sita stepping out of the palanquin and 
walking on foot to Lord Ram, the need for jostling and pushing ended. 


^Not only the monkeys and bears, this also gave the gods an opportunity to pay their 
respects to Sita; they too felt exhilarated and expressed their joy by showering flowers 
upon her. 
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*Prior to Sita’s abduction by Ravana, Lord Ram had put her in the safe custody of the 
fire god to preserve her purity and secure her safety—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, 
Aranya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-4 that precede Doha no. 24. 

After Sita’s original form vanished from sight when she entered the fire 
element, the patron deity of which was the ‘fire god’, what was left behind was a 
‘shadow’. Now it was time to bring her back from her safe haven; to retrieve her from 
the subtle existence in which she had lived during this period, and make her reveal her 
physical gross form that the world knows as ‘Sita’. 

So it was necessary to reverse the process by which she had been put into the 
safe custody of the fire god. What could that process be? It was to light a fire and burn 
the shadow in it, while at the same time inviting the original Sita, who lived in an 
invisible-subtle form till now, to emerge from behind the curtain formed by the 
brilliant light of the burning fire, and step out into the physical-visible world. Surely it 
was a fantastic development and a magical feat so astounding in proportion that our 
mind, with its limited abilities to comprehend certain mystical happenings that occur 
at the transcendental level of existence, fails to fully understand as to how it actually 
must have happened. 

In order to do this, Lord Ram had to devise a clever device which would serve 
a dual purpose: first, it should bring the original Sita back to the physical world, and 
second, it should ensure that no taint would ever be cast by anyone on her 
immaculacy and purity of character. What this device was, we shall read about it in 
the following Doha no. 108.] 
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That is why Lord Ram, who was like an ocean of mercy and compassion 
(karunanidhi), said some harsh words (against Sita, or for Sita)! . 

The female demons (jatudhanim) who had accompanied Sita felt very sad 
and sorry when they heard the Lord's words, and began lamenting’. (Doha no. 
108)** 


[Note—'The epithet *karunanidhi" has been used to qualify Lord Ram to emphasize 
that he is indeed very kind, compassionate, merciful and gracious by nature though 
what he was constrained to do now seems to be a very harsh form of treatment 
imposed upon Sita by him, especially after her long suffering and her being sinless 
and innocent of any crime. 

Sita was made to undertake the ‘fire test of purity’. This was obviously a harsh 
measure; it painted Lord Ram in a negative colour of being heartless and cruel upon 
his poor wife who was immaculate, chaste, pure, faithful, and loyal to him. 

So, lest the world should form a negative opinion of Lord Ram as being 
heartless, merciless, cruel and over zealous for using harsh words for Sita and forcing 
her to undertake the fire test of purity, it is said here that it would be wrong to make 
such a erroneous surmise about him—for in reality the Lord was not harsh as he was 
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forced by the circumstances to appear to be, but on the contrary he was very soft- 
spoken, gracious, tender in heart, merciful, compassionate, benevolent and kind. 

What could have Lord Ram said about Sita, either directly to her or indirectly 
by implication, that could be deemed as being harsh and seemingly unwarranted? 
Well, let us see. 

Lord Ram addressed Sita with a heavy heart; he said: “Listen honourable lady! 
If thou art pure, holy, untouched by evil and loyal to thine husband as thee profess to 
be, and as I expect and hope thee to be, then prove it to be so. Prove thy self by the 
sacred fire god as a witness; invoke the fire god to bear witness of thine inviolable 
virtues and untarnished character; prove that thou art above and beyond reproach and 
scandals. In the good interest of both of us, it is prudent and wise to settle this matter 
once and for all since you have been living in a polluted environment for quite a 
while, and it necessitates that you ought to be sanitized first before being accepted by 
me, for I do not wish a even a whiff of a scandal to tarnish either my name and 
reputation or that of yours.” 

“Sita”, further admonished the Lord with a sad heart, “You have committed a 
serious error. Are you the one whom I call ‘my beloved Sita’? I don’t think so from 
your appearances; you don’t seem to be the ‘Sita’ for whom I suffered so much, and 
for whose sake I took so much trouble myself and put my friends here into equal 
trouble. The ‘Sita’ I know was dressed like the wife of a hermit, modestly and in a 
most austere way#1. The ‘Sita’ I know is the one whose sorrowful, pitiful and sad 
picture Hanuman had given me after his return from Lanka where he had met her as a 
captive of the demon king #2. The ‘Sita’ I know had walked hundreds of miles in the 
forest with me, never once hinting that she needed a carriage to carry her onwards on 
her journey. 

{#lapropos: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Doha no. 79 along with 
Chaupai line nos. 2 and 8 that precede it; Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes Doha no. 
29; and Chaupai line nos. 3-4 that precede Doha no. 94. 

#2apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Doha no. 30—to Chaupai line 
no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 32.} 

But I don’t see any of these signs in you. You are decked up in regal finery; 
you come in a royal procession with pomp and pageantry, astride a carriage carried on 
the shoulders of demon guards; your countenance is cheerful and quite the opposite of 
what I had expected it to be, and not only me but even my dear monkey and bear 
friends too had expected, based on Hanuman’s account of the Sita he saw in Lanka. 
So all those who are present here, tell me: how can I trust this lady that she is the 
same ‘Sita’ I loved and adored so much, and for whom I have called upon my monkey 
and bear friends to look up as their mother? With what face would I accept her as my 
loyal, faithful and chaste wife, and what face would I show in Ayodhya when I return 
there with a lady so regally attired as if she was a queen of the demon race, and not 
the honourable wife of a recluse Ram who had gone to the forest to live an austere life 
like a hermit for fourteen long years? I'll make an utter fool of myself; I'll subject 
myself to ridicule and scorn; and therefore it’s better for me to return to my capital 
city of Ayodhya without Sita than to carry this incredulously ridiculous and a 
glamorous shadow by my side as my wife. 

Woe to you Sita; what have thy done? How durst thou even thinkest of 
adorning thyself in this ostentatious manner? Woes betide you and me if I ever accept 
thee in the manner thou hast presented thine self before mine horrified and 
unbelieving eyes. 
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Tell me, how can I be sure of the sincerity of your love for me; how can I 
ascertain that you had suffered in silence in my memory when it appears from all 
appearances that thou hast lived a life of luxury. How imprudent and impertinent and 
irreverent thou hast been for allowing thy self to break the vows of austere living by 
allowing thee to be decorated in royal regalia and carried on a palanquin, whilst your 
husband stands on foot dressed like a hermit? Shame should bear heavily upon thine 
head and make thee bow it low. Thy behaviour is completely unacceptable for me. 

Nevertheless, I still wish to give thee a chance for repentance and offer 
penitence, for remember everyone who is present here, that I am the most forgiving 
and compassionate Lord the world has ever had and would ever know in the future. 
But to become eligible for forgiveness and acceptance, first it is expected that thee 
should prove thine integrity and purity and faithfulness by undertaking a test; and it 
has to be an acid test, for I don’t want scurrilous scandals and wagging tongues 
dogging me for the rest of my life. 

So therefore, be prepared to prove thine honesty and integrity by the ‘fire test’ 
as it would leave no scope for the smallest of doubts and existence of loopholes that 
might allow wrong impressions and ideas to flourish, that may eventually tarnish my 
own character and integrity, as well as that of my chaste wife Sita whom I indeed ador 
and love so much, to ever wiggle in and sour my reputation.” 

Lord Ram further chastised Sita by saying: “Thy honourable Lady! Do thee 
not remember that thou hadst cast aspersions on my beloved brother Laxman’s 
character and intentions when he tried to dissuade thee from forcing him to leave thee 
alone in my hermitage in Panchvati and come to me while I was away chasing that 
golden deer which thy rapacity hadst forced me to go and capture for thy pleasure? 
{Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-6 that precede Doha 
no. 28.} 

Well now, repent for it; I pay thee back with the same coin by casting 
aspersions on thine character and integrity. Feel the pain and agony that Laxman may 
have suffered at that time due to thy uncontrollable tongue; now taste the same bitter 
pill that Laxman had had to swallow.” 


?The demonesses, i.e. the female demon guards who had kept vigil on Sita during her 
captivity in Lanka, and who had escorted Sita from the fort of Lanka to the battle-field 
where she would meet Lord Ram, felt astonished and extremely sad by what Lord 
Ram had said about Sita; they were stunned at the Lord’s doubting Sita and using 
some unwarranted statements against her that were harsh and insinuating even by the 
standards of the demons who were accustomed to such things. It is because they had 
been first-hand witnesses of how Sita had suffered during the period of her captivity, 
and of her immaculate character. They had seen how she rebuffed all provocative 
gestures of Ravana, who had even threatened her with death if she did not relent and 
agree to surrender herself to his evil designs, and the harsh treatment she was 
subjected to. {Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 2 that 
precedes Doha no. 9—to Doha no. 10.} 

These demonesses had guarded Sita all the while when she was a captive in 
Lanka, and they were witnesses and could vouchsafe for her chastity, integrity, 
inviolability, and purity of character. So they were stunned and rendered speechless 
when Lord Ram, of anyone else, should say certain things that were best unsaid. They 
felt extremely distressed and sad themselves, and they empathized with Sita and 
shared her pain and grief when they saw the colour of her face change from that of 
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happiness at the chance of her reunion with her beloved husband, to that of utter 
sadness, grief, shame and dismay. 


**Laxman felt flabbergasted and extremely sad. He had never imagined that Lord 
Ram would be so harsh with Sita; it was incompatible with the Lord's inherent nature 
and merciful character. So this unexpected behaviour of Lord Ram much perplexed 
Laxman. 

Laxman was unaware that the main reason for Lord Ram undertaking such a 
hazardous enterprise as ridiculing Sita's character in public and compelling her to go 
through the rigours of the “fire test" was this: That the ‘real Sita’ had been kept in the 
safe custody of the fire god, that Ravana had abducted only a false form of Sita, i.e. 
merely her shadow, and that, with the objective of eliminating the cruel demons 
having been finally achieved, it was necessary for Lord Ram now to retrieve the 
‘original Sita’ from the custody of the fire god, and burn her dark shadow which was 
a ‘false form of Sita’. This event of keeping Sita in the safe custody of the fire god 
was done so secretly by Lord Ram that Laxman had no idea of it; and so Laxman 
can't be faulted if he did not know the actual cause of Lord Ram subjecting Sita to the 
‘fire test" in order to burn her false form and retrieve her true form. {Apropos: Ram 
Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 24.} 

The drama that unfolded on the battle-field of Lanka whereby Lord Ram casts 
doubts about the character and integrity of Sita, whom he and everyone else knew 
very well to be absolutely chaste, immaculate, pure and faithful to the Lord, reminds 
me, the author of this fascinating Story, of an episode in the classic tale of *Don 
Quixote” by the celebrated author Miguel de Cervantes Saavedra, which is narrated in 
its Book IV, Chapter VI, titled *The Novel of the Curious Impertinent'. In this tale it 
is narrated that there were two fast and close friends named Anselmo and Lothario. 
Anselmo had a beautiful wife named Camilla. She was a perfect lady in beauty and 
character. But somehow, unfortunately, Anselmo got into his head to doubt her 
character. He prevailed upon his friend Lothario to become an instrument in testing 
his wife's integrity and loyalty. Lothario tried his best to show Anselmo the futility of 
this foolish enterprise and point out his folly; but Anselmo was so stubborn in his 
mind that he wouldn't listen to his dear friend's entreaties, for he had become 
determined to carry on with his hazardous venture even if it culminates in his ruin. 

Now imagining how Lothario did his best to dissuade his friend Anselmo to 
abandon this stupid idea of testing his wife Camilla's integrity and loyalty to him, for 
it would prove ruinous for all, for himself, for his friend and for his wife, let us 
visualize in our minds how Laxman could have himself reacted at Lord Ram's 
suggestions regarding Sita, and how he could have tried to persuade the Lord to 
abandon this idea of testing Sita by the fire test, and what he might have said to the 
Lord in this connection as follows: 

Laxman drew closer to Lord Ram and spoke to him softly and politely: 

“My dear Lord and most respected Brother. I prithee to please pay attention to 
what I have to say to you before you decide to do what you wish to do. I beg that I 
don't agree with you. What you intend to do is a folly out of proportions. Remember 
this: a wife is the other half of her husband; so by casting aspersions on her character 
the husband is ruining his own reputation; and to rob a man of his reputation is akin to 
death for him. Why don't you see the ridiculous nature of what you propose to do: by 
casting doubts on Sita's character you would kill her, for to live a life of infamy is 
worse than death; and therefore by ruining Sita's reputation you are voluntarily trying 
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to kill her, and by corollary trying to kill your own self. Your desire is so strange and 
foreign to all manner of reasoning that it defies comprehension and logic. 

My dear brother. If I didn’t love you as I do, I would have left you to pursue 
your matter as you wish, but I know it would lead to certain ruin, to which I resist. 

When a woman was given to man in marriage, heaven ordered that they were 
made and pronounced as one flesh with two forms. To wit, the husband is a piece of 
his wife, and vice versa. Whatever affects her affects him too, because he is a part of 
her as much as she is of him. For in all sooth, the whole body suffers the pain of any 
one part, and the head feels the pain of the foot. So the husband is touched by his 
wife’s infamy because she is a part of him. 

Say my brother; do you wot naught that Sita is so immensely honourable, 
immaculate, pure, chaste and faithful to you? And if you know that your wife is 
possessed of these noble characters and auspicious qualifications, what have you more 
to inquire after her by putting her to such great embarrassment, by subjecting her to 
this harassment? And believe me, she is impregnable; the fire would do her no harm 
whatsoever. But nevertheless, the very act of doubting her is a taint in itself, and 
though she would definitely emerge unscathed from the fire, what will the world say 
about you; have you considered it? What face would you then show Sita once she is 
proved true by the fire test; wouldn’t it put you in the dock and shame you for having 
doubted her? 

What gain will you get, I don’t understand. What I fear the most is that 
unwillingly I would be forced to be an accomplice in this absurd affair, for being the 
next of kin to you it is but natural that I would be the one who is asked to carry out 
your orders to light the fire and walk Sita to it. What will Sita think of me? How will 
she ever excuse me? How will I ever explain to her my innocence? She has always 
loved me like her son, but what am I doing to her to repay her affection—helping her 
to step on her own funeral pyre? How will I ever convince her that I was not at fault; 
that I had no choice, for if I refused I would have disobeyed my Lord, that is you, and 
it would have been a sin of disobedience in its own right? 

Come to think of it my dear and respected brother: All three of us are losers in 
this venture. Sita would ever remain emotionally affected by this humiliation though 
on the other hand it would clear her of all taints; You would never be able to excuse 
yourself for this harshness inflicted upon her innocence self, and this guilt would dog 
you for the rest of your life; and as for myself, I would be the worst loser who would 
be forced to roast in shame and guilt for all times to come, for if I refuse to carry out 
your orders I am offending you, and if I accept your orders I would be offending Sita. 

You call me your dear brother whom you love like a son, and yet you would 
rob me of my honour; nay, you stop not there, for you oblige me to destroy yours too 
along with mine. It’s such a ridiculous situation that defies all comprehension. 

Suppose my dear brother, you had a brilliant piece of diamond that was 
priceless and rare, and the purity, quality and value of which was vouchsafed and 
guaranteed by the best of gem-testers and jewelers. Would you not be satisfied by 
their opinion; would it be wise of you to try its hardness by putting it on the anvil and 
using a hammer to hit it? You must own that should it be survive your blows, it would 
not be one jot more valuable and hard than really it was prior to your foolish trials and 
rashness. But consider this: should it break, or otherwise develop some scratch-mark 
due to the severity of your blows, the jewel would be entirely lost, and so would be 
the reputation of its owner, who would be so much the poorer for his impudent and 
silly act. 
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Sita is this rarest diamond; she ought to be held in the highest esteem of all, 
and that includes you. I don’t understand, by any fanciful flight of my imagination, 
that why then should you imprudently put her in the danger of falling, for in all sooth, 
your trial will add no greater value to her than she already has? But, god forbid, if she 
should succumb to the harshness of the trial that you propose for her because of her 
frail and weak frame, reflect with yourself on the danger you put your own self in, the 
life-long infamy and gloom that would descend on you like an all-engulfing shadow 
of doom. Nay, not only this, but you would never be absolved of the sin of causing 
Sita’s doom too, not to mention my own. What sense does it make? 

Consider this: A woman’s best asset is her reputation that is held high in the 
opinion of the world. Sita’s reputation is matchless; her immaculacy and honour are 
undisputed and unquestioned. Why say then would you, of all others, and with no 
purpose served, question her righteousness and auspiciousness yourself, by calling the 
reality of these virtues in question? 

Take another example. The virtues and reputation of an honourable woman is 

like a mirror of crystal. A mirror has the risk of being cracked if one uses a hammer 
against it, and it would be dimmed and stained by breathing too much upon it. Sita 
must be treated like a reliquary of saints, which ought to be adored and worshipped 
but not touched and tainted. 
My most respected and beloved elder brother, in conclusion I can only say this much 
that it is highly impertinent for you who are so exceptionally compassionate, merciful, 
gracious, kind, forgiving, magnanimous, charitable, and noble in heart and mind by 
your very nature to question Sita’s integrity, virtuousness, honour and righteousness 
by casting aspersions on her character by first using harsh words for her, and then 
adding salt to her wounds by insinuating her to prove her by the fire-test as if this test 
would establish something that is not already well known and vouchsafed with regard 
to her. 

So therefore my Lord I beg of you to abandon this uncalled for and totally 
incredulous way you propose to prosecute the innocent Sita for some imaginary 
misdemeanours which she is falsely and erroneously being accused and held guilty of, 
something which thee wish to set right even at the tremendous cost that thou would 
incur for thine own honour and reputation, because I have already told thee that a wife 
is an equal part of her husband, and if any half of a body suffers then the whole of it 
suffers. 

I know you love me more than anyone in this world, and I am aware how you 
lamented and grieved woefully for me when I had lain wounded on the battle-field 
after being shot by Meghanad’s shaft (apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, 
Chaupai line nos. 1-17 that precede Doha no. 61). How come I know it? Well, one of 
our close friends here told me everything that happened during those moments. This 
unbound love betwixt us had given me the courage to speak up before you, for I am 
sure you will not take offence at me for questioning your wisdom and prudence in 
asking Sita to prove her innocence and integrity after her painful ordeal of separation 
from you when she suffered immense torment and grief. Why do you wish to 
compound her pain? 

I and you share a unique bond of mutual trust, faith, love and affection, like no 
one else does. You have always treated me more like a dear friend than a younger 
brother, for you have confided with me your most private of thoughts that one would 
easily share with a friend but rarely with a brother, such as those related to your 
charm for Sita prior to her marriage with you (apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Baal 
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Kand, Doha no. 230—to Doha no. 231; and Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 
237—to Chaupai line no. 7 that precede Doha no. 239). 

On my part, I was up in arms whenever I perceived any threat to your 
reputation, honour and safety, as was the case first when Parashuram came angrily to 
punish you for breaking Lord Shiva's bow as a condition for marrying Sita#1, and 
second when Bharat had come with his army to take you back from the forest, but I 
had misconstrued his intentions and thought he had come to fight and kill you so that 
he can usurp the crown of the kingdom#2. 

{#1-- Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 6 that 
precedes Doha no. 271—to Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 280. 

#2 -- Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that 
precedes Doha no. 227—to Doha no. 230.} 

This bond and trust betwixt us had encouraged me to tell thee what I thought, 
which no one else would durst have done. With this, I bring to a close my humble 
submission before thee. I will carry out whatever thine orders art for me now that I am 
satisfied that I have done my duty to express my reservations about what thou propose 
to do, and after thee has lent a patient hearing to me which ensures that thou would 
weigh all the pros and cons before arriving at a final decision. 

My beloved brother; I once again pray to you to calmly consider your decision 
before proceeding ahead. I have nothing more to say." 

At this honest and sincere expression of his thoughts by Laxman, Lord Ram 
smiled; he put his reassuring hands on Laxman's shoulder, patted it most 
affectionately, and with love and warmth in his voice the Lord told Laxman: 

“Laxman, I am exceptionally happy today. I have realised how much you love 
me. I listened to your submission with all attention, and every part of what you have 
said convinces me of your unbound and unrestricted love for me, and the greatness of 
your heart and wisdom. I thank you from the core of my heart for the honesty and 
love and consideration you have shown to me and Sita. I am fortunate to have you as 
my brother, for you are no less than the diamond you have cited for me. My dearest 
Laxman, rest assured that what I propose to do is in the best interests of all of us. 
There are certain things that have many facets and also have far reaching 
consequences, and a king has to consider all such aspects and weigh all the pros and 
cons of a given situation, as you have yourself advised me to do, before arriving at a 
decision, which may at times seem cruel, or incredulous and irrational to a lay 
observer, but for a king his decision has some definite purpose, it is taken by him with 
some far reaching consequences in mind, and it has a value that off-sets immediate 
criticism that a particular decision of his may evoke. 

Brother, there are many things I have to keep in mind. I am a responsible 
person, and I have a reputation to maintain as you yourself say. Do you think that I 
am an irresponsible person who would act rashly, without thinking about the rationale 
and consequences of my actions? Perish the thought; there is no one wiser than me. 

There are many things you aren't aware of, and it is better not to insist in 
knowing about them (such as the fact that the ‘Sita’ you see is not the real Sita, but a 
shadow of hers, for the ‘real Sita’ is in safe custody of the fire god, and I have to 
retrieve her). 

Sita had insulted you and harmed your reputation by doubting your intentions 
and integrity at the time she forced you to leave her alone in the hermitage in 
Panchvati in defiance of my instructions not to do so. I could feel your distress and 
agony when I chided you for disobeying me and leaving Sita alone, at which you had 
expressed your helplessness because she had forced you to come to me by saying 
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things she oughtn’t have uttered. Being a neutral judge of everyone, how can you 
expect me to excuse her for this insinuation? {Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya 
Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-6 that precede Doha no. 28; and Chaupai line nos. 1-4 that 
precede Doha no. 30.} 

See, she has violated the terms of our forest-living, where we three are 
expected to live an austere life of a hermit. She has come to me bedecked in royal 
finery, like a queen, and to add insult to injury she had the temerity to ride a palanquin 
while I and you are standing on the ground attired like hermits. Tell me, is this 
excusable; do you want me to condone it? If the world begins to criticize me for not 
punishing Sita for all these misdemeanours just because she happens to be my wife, 
what right would I have to sit in fair judgment over similar and related wrong-doings 
of the subjects of the kingdom when I ascend the throne upon our return to Ayodhya 
and assume the role of its King? 

My dear Laxman; I have an immaculate reputation to uphold; I am looked 
upon by the world as a bearer of the flag of Dharma (principles of righteousness, 
probity, propriety, noble conduct and thought, ethics and morality etc.), and I have to 
be extra cautious in my actions and behaviour. I must not set a wrong precedent; I 
must ensure that no scandalous story is weaved later on about Sita and my own self at 
a time when I would not be able to change or rectify the events that would have 
become history by that time, though I would then regret I should have acted more 
prudently and wisely while there was yet time for it. 

Remember: Gold is never tainted or dulled by putting it in fire; rather the fire 
purifies it further and removes all doubts about its quality. So is the case with Sita. 
Once she emerges unscathed from the ‘fire test’, her virtues of purity, holiness and 
divinity would be all the more shiny and radiant with glory, not any wee whit dulled 
as you might fear. I don’t want a doubtful, shadowy character by my side. 

So don’t worry at all. Everything would be fine and end on a happy note. Be 
rest assured and trust me. Now, that said, I expect you to do obediently what I plan to 
do, like a faithful companion and a loving brother for whom his elder brother’s wishes 
are paramount and sacrosanct, especially when that elder brother treats him as his own 
son. 

As to your worry that you will fall in Sita’s opinion for being instrumental in 
carrying out my instruction of putting her through the rigours of the fire test, nothing 
of the sort will happen as I myself would explain to her the circumstances of what had 
happened. Tell me: Do you wish somebody else should touch Sita and carry out my 
wishes of putting her through the fire test while you stand mutely by my side? Would 
it not in itself be a scandal that you had refused my orders? 

My loving brother and son Laxman; don’t worry at all. Have faith in me, that I 
shall do nothing that would injure either you or Sita in the least. But at the same time, 
I have to pretend to be harsh to ride over the wave of criticisms and scandals that 
would lash our shores in the future time. Remember and consider this: Sita had lived 
for too long a time in a tainted territory, a place infested with demons. They were 
flesh eaters; they were lascivious and rapaciously passionate; they were embodiments 
of all the vices and all manners of evil characters that one can imagine. So it is easy 
for anyone to say: ‘How can Sita have remained untouched by and immune to such 
vices when she lived surrounded by them all the time for so long, just like the case of 
a person’s clothes invariably catching the smell of the scent that has been sprayed in 
the room where he had tarried for some time, or of tobacco that has been smoked by 
others in a crowded room though he had not smoked anything himself?’ 
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Well, I have to prevent such things at all costs. So be at ease with your self 
and relax your conscience. Everything would be alright soon.” 

Lord Ram paused for a while and glanced at Laxman most affectionately. The 
Lord patted and gently pressed his remorseful brother’s shoulders reassuringly once 
again, and continued: 

“My dear son, I have a special commission for you, like I had for Hanuman 
and Angad earlier. And like Hanuman and Angad gaining eternal happiness and glory 
for being my ambassador, you too would realize that you are not an instrument of any 
ruin for anybody, but the one who brings the tidings that would grant excess of cheer 
and joy to them. Now pay attention to what I have to say. 

When you draw closer to Sita, which you must in order to arrange the pile and 
light it for the fire test that is proposed for her, and then escort her to it and help her 
step on it, whisper my message in her ear. Tell her that I wish to remind her, in case 
she has forgotten it due to her long exposure to hardship, sufferance and grief of 
separation from me, of that private conversation that I have had with her in our 
hermitage in Panchavati, just prior to the appearance of Marich who came disguised 
as the golden deer at the behest of Ravana so that she could be abducted by the demon 
king. {Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-4 that precedes 
Doha no. 24.} 

While you convey my message, keep your eyes fixed on her face. You will 
observe that the countenance and colours of her face would change from sadness, 
distress and gloom to that of extreme joy, happiness and exhilaration. This 
metamorphosis would in its self be sufficient to convince you that you are not an 
instrument that exacerbates her sorrows, but a herald of her happiness and good 
fortune. To wit, instead of cursing you or being angry at you for becoming a tool of 
aggravation of her sufferings or humiliation, she would rather bless you profusely like 
you never can imagine. 

Don’t worry at all; I shall never do anything that would bring pain either to 
you or to Sita. You will soon realise it.” 

This mysterious commission and the assurance of joy from Lord Ram, who 
never speaks a lie and is true to his words, helped to overcome Laxman’s inhibitions 
and any reluctance that he has had. So, Laxman obediently bowed his head before the 
Lord in silence, though his eyes welled-up with tears, even as contradictory emotions 
of sadness and joy, of helplessness and hope, of reluctance to carry out his orders and 
the courage to obey them irrespective of their merit, wafted through his distressed 
heart like a train of waves lapping on the shore of an ocean. ] 
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When Sita heard the Lord's words (i.e. when she learnt what the Lord wished her to 
do; when she came to know his instructions for her), she respectfully accepted them 
with a bowed head, and spoke with purity and calmness in her mind, heart, 
demeanours and speech’. (1) 
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[She addressed Laxman and exhorted him to follow the path of Dharma (i.e. that 
which is righteous and proper to do), and help her prove her innocence. ] 

‘Laxman’, said Sita, ‘please follow the path of Dharma? by assuming the role 
of a priest who presides over a fire sacrifice. Light a fire quickly (so that I can prove 
my innocence and integrity, and you shall be blessed for being a priest and a witness 
in this purification rite)”*. 

[It is clear here that it was Sita herself who proposed that she be put through 
the Fire Test, and that Lord Ram had not asked for it in express terms.] (2) 


[Note—'We will observe that what has been said earlier in the notes appended to 
Doha no. 108 and verses that precede it, fit in perfectly well here and explain things in 
a logical, plausible, and coherent way. 

We have read in our notes earlier that Lord had briefed Laxman with what he 
expects from him and what he was supposed to do. Hence, it was on the Lord’s 
instructions that Laxman quietly approached Sita and told her in a whisper what Lord 
Ram had asked him to convey to her. It is how Sita came to know “what the Lord 
wished her to do, and what was the reason for this request”. 

On careful analysis of the verses of the Text we can easily see that Lord Ram 
has nowhere publicly asked Sita to prove herself by the fire test; he had only said 
some harsh and pinching words for her, but not anything about the ‘fire test’. So, how 
did Sita get this idea of conducting the ‘fire test’ on her self, and that too by making 
Laxman an instrument for it, if Lord Ram remained silent on this matter and not said 
anything of the sort in public? 

The answer is crystal clear when the reader would carefully read the notes 
appended by this author to the verses earlier. Obviously Sita came to know of Lord 
Ram's wish of putting her through the ‘fire test’ because Laxman had conveyed the 
Lord’s wish to her as his messenger. So she immediately agreed. 


?The Lord's message also reminded her of the private conversation he had with her 
prior to the episode of the golden deer and her abduction by Ravana. Laxman was 
unaware what Lord Ram meant because he was not present on the occasion. 
{Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-5 that precede Doha 
no. 24.) 

Nevertheless, Sita got the hint; she immediately realized that the Lord wished 
to retrieve her from the custody of the fire god where he had kept her for her own 
security and safety, because the time had come to eliminate the cruel demons as the 
Lord had promised the gods and mother earth on an earlier occasion, and to redeem 
this promise it was necessary to use Sita as a bait. This was surely a most hazardous 
and risky job, and the Lord wished to protect Sita at all costs. So he decided to lodge 
her in the custody of the fire god, for it was the safest and most secure place anywhere 
in the world for her to stay temporarily while Lord Ram carried out his mission of 
eliminating the demons. That mission having been finally accomplished, it was 
necessary now to invite the fire god to bring Sita back, in flesh and blood, to Lord 
Ram, and at the same time burn her shadowy form that she had left behind at the time 
when the Lord had put her in the safe custody of the fire god. (Apropos: Ram Charit 
Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 24.} 

It is very interesting why Lord Ram chose the ‘fire god’ to act as a custodian 
for Sita. The ‘fire’ is an element that can never be tainted or tarnished; it burns all 
impurities and leaves things pure and immaculate; it is so fierce and ferocious that it 
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scorches and reduces to ash anyone or anything trying to play fools and act smart with 
it. If one is required to prove one’s innocence, the fire is the only element out of the 
five primary elements of creation that is invoked to stand witness to it. {The other 
elements are sky, air, water and earth. They can by mischance be polluted, but not the 
fire element. } 

Lord Ram was a descendent of the ‘Solar Race’, and everyone knows how 
fiery the ‘sun’ is; no one would dare to go near this celestial oven if he wishes to 
remain alive. So therefore, Sita was safe and secure with the ‘fire god’. 

Further, Lord Ram himself had the fire god as his de jure ancestor. How come 
this happened? Well, if we carefully read the Story of the Ramayana, we will observe 
that his father, king Dasrath, had performed a ‘fire sacrifice’ to beget a son, and from 
sacred fire pit emerged the ‘fire god’ in a personified form. The fire god gave a cup of 
pudding to Dasrath that he was to give to his queens to partake, and if was from this 
sacred pudding that they conceived and Lord Ram and his three brothers were born. 
(Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 
189—to Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 190.} 

By manifesting himself from the ‘fire’ as his source, Lord Ram wished to 
convey to the world that no one should ever question the purity of his ancestry and 
origin. So when he had put Sita in the custody of the fire god, the Lord had actually 
placed her in the safest place he could think of, in the safe hands of his own ancestor 
who was very competent, powerful, strong and able to carry out his mandate to 
protect his daughter-in-law Sita while his son Lord Ram was out on a divine mission. 

And since the ‘fire god’ was Lord Ram’s deemed ancestor and Sita’s guardian 
at the same time, so assuredly there was no fear for her to step into the portal of the 
fire god’s visible form, which is the ‘lighted fire’ as we see it. 

This is why Sita became calm and relaxed while asking Laxman to light the 
fire for her. 


*By asking Laxman to follow the path of Dharma and become a flag-bearer of this 
stellar virtue, and never think of relinquishing his duties in this regard, Sita exhorted 
him to stop lamenting and regretting about what is destined for him to do. She meant 
that by helping her to undertake the Fire Test, Laxman would be serving many noble 
causes at the same time, and glory would be his. 

One, he would be obeying Lord Ram who besides being his elder brother was 
also the commander of the army, and refusal to carry out the Lord’s orders, or wishes, 
would be tantamount to disobedience and violation of the principles of discipline. 

Two, he would be helping Sita to obey the Lord’s command, and fulfilling her 
obligation as a loyal, faithful and honourable wife for whom the fulfillment of her 
husband’s wish is the paramount law. 

Three, he will be an instrument of redemption of her honour, respect and 
glory, and a witness of her acquittal of any wrong-doing or misdemeanour for all 
times to come. 

Four, he will help her maintain her honour and dignity by preventing anyone 
else from carrying out the Fire Test on behalf of Lord Ram, because were he to refuse 
then it is certain that the Lord would be compelled to appoint someone else from the 
monkey army to carry out this Test for him, which event would be most scandalous 
and demeaning for her honour by every count. 

Five, by doing what he is called upon to do by Lord Ram, he will obey his 
own mother Sumitra’s commands to him that he ought to do aught naught that would 
displease Lord Ram and cause uneasiness for him#, which will be the case if he 
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refuses to carry out the Lord’s instructions to put Sita through the Fire Test. 
{#Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha 
no. 75.) 

So therefore, it can be said that ‘Laxman was also being tested along with 
Sita’ during this episode of the ‘Fire Test’. Both were being tested to see if they stand 
tall and with their heads held high in the unsparing judicious court of Dharma which 
favours none, and is neither prejudiced or biased against anyone. 


“By asking Laxman to act as a priest of the sacrificial fire lit to prove Sita’s honesty 
and integrity and purity, he was absolved of any sin that he imagined accrued to him 
in this exercise. A priest is a holy man; the fire rite he presides over is also a holy 
exercise; and the offering to this fire too becomes sanctified as it is meant for the fire 
god. So therefore, Laxman and Sita were both deemed to be holy for participating in 
this holy exercise, Laxman as a presiding priest, and Sita’s shadow as the offering. 

Just as the offering is burnt when it is put into the fire pit, Sita’s shadow too 
burnt when she entered the lighted fire. And just as fire sacrifice is expected to 
produce some auspicious reward for the person, the patron, on whose behalf it is 
done, in the present case the reward is in the form of the ‘original, untainted Sita’ that 
is produced for Lord Ram on whose instructions and behalf this ritual was carried out. 

Indeed, forsooth and without gainsay, what a fantastic coordination of 
auspicious things, all conjured up and occurring at the same time! ] 
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ü. 
'e. 
Laxman heard Sita's words which were imbued with a combination of diverse 
emotions: they were remorseful and full of sorrows, they were soaked in grief of 


separation from the Lord, and they were in accordance with the requirements of the 
principles of Dharma and laws of proper conduct. (3) 


Laxman's eyes were filled with tears; he joined his palms and stood remorsefully; but 
he could not muster courage to say anything to Lord Ram”. (4) 


Realising that Lord Ram indeed wished him to carry out what Sita had asked him to 
do (which was to light a fire so that she could prove herself innocent and pure), 
Laxman had no choice left for him. So he immediately went ahead to collect firewood 
to light the desired fire. (5) 


[Note—'Sita felt remorseful and sad that after enduring all the hardships she was now 
being questioned and subjected to more suffering. 

She feared that should anything go wrong by some remote mischance of fate, 
then she would be permanently separated from Lord Ram. 
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But she had no choice before her as she had to adhere to the laws of Dharma 
and the principles of noble conduct and probity, irrespective of the consequences that 
might befall on her, if she was to be accepted by Lord Ram. 


*Laxman had already had a discourse with Lord Ram in this matter as we have noted 
in the previous verses. There was nothing more to be said and discussed. His orders 
and expectations were clear. So therefore, after hesitating for some moments, when 
Laxman realised that Lord Ram has given his tacit approval to what Sita asked him to 
do, he went ahead with the task at hand, albeit reluctantly, which was to make the fire 
ready and let Sita step into it.] 


uaa Wet Che Sel eae X Ale WaT hu del GU 
SÙ OA Tet HA WH ST Ae psp pef 3T Ther ATT Ut 9 UI 
at part Wa & Ufa AT (Eben ers sfr GAT 2 N 


pavaka prabala dékhi baidéhi. hrdayam' harasa nahirn bhaya kachu téhi. 6. 
jaum mana baca krama mama ura mahim. taji raghubira ana gati nahim. 7. 
tau krsanu saba kai gati jana. mo kahum ho'u srikhanda samana. 8. 


When Vaideh! (Sita) saw the fire burning fiercely and brightly, she had no trace of 
fear or joy in her heart (because she was calm and poised for this test; because she 
wished to look dignified and in control of herself; because she did not wish to create 
an impression on the onlookers that she was scared of the fire as she doubted her own 
self; that any sign of being forced into the fire against her will would boomerang on 
her beloved husband Lord Ram, because the world would accuse him of being cruel 
to her; and because she knew that the fire would do her no harm as its patron god, the 
*fire god', was himself her guardian and protector). (6) 


As she stepped into the fire, she declared on oath: ‘If in my heart and mind, in my 
spoken words and silent thoughts, and my actions and deeds, I have not considered or 
remembered anyone else but Lord Ram, if I have no destination or destiny other than 
Lord Ram, --- (7) 


--- Then let the fire element and its patron god, who, being omniscient and all- 
pervading, is able to know the inner thoughts and the working of the mind of all living 
beings, become as cool as the paste of sandal-wood for me! 

[To wit, let me step into the fire as 1f it was a cool pond of sandal-wood paste. 
Let this cool balm sooth my burning heart and offer succour to my suffering body by 
its graceful acceptance of me. I am pure and holy and untainted; and yet I am 
questioned. Oh revered Fire God; come to my aid and bear witness of my 
righteousness and auspiciousness. Have mercy and pity on me; I have been in your 
custody, so there is no one who can certify my virtues better than you. It's your moral 
duty to do it now.]' (8) 


[Note— The use of the word “baidēhī”, meaning one who has ‘no physical body’, is 
very significant here. It clearly implies that the Sita who entered the fire was merely a 
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‘shadow’; some kind of apparition or specter that is not the real thing, that has no 
physical presence, that is not there in physical body made of bones, flesh and blood. 

That indeed is true, because at the time of Lord Ram keeping her in the safe 
custody of the fire god, Sita had left behind a shadow that was her mirror image— 
apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 
24.] 


xo. sas aa ureen waa fent apart wey Af i g d 
Wa placa WES ated wet vie sift Paci n 3 ul 
ufa ste vilfenen Hein Were urere AE AT 3 
Wy afa are TS AY ufu ur Seale x ¥ I 


chanda. 


$rikhanda sama pavaka prabesa kiyo sumiri prabhu maithill. 1. 

jaya kosalesa mahesa bandita carana rati ati nirmalli. 2. 

pratibimba aru laukika kalanka pracanda pavaka mahum jare. 3. 

prabhu carita kahuni na lakhe nabha sura sid'dha muni dekhahirn khare. 4. 


By remembering Lord Ram and invoking his grace and mercy, Sita (the daughter of 
the king of Mithila, i.e. king Janak of Janakpur; “maithill”) entered the fire as if it was 
a coolant, as if the scorching flames of the blazing fire had transformed themselves 
into a cool paste of sandalwood that provides succour to those burnt by the same fire. 
(Chanda line no. 1) 


Glory to Lord Ram, the Lord of Kaushal (Ayodhya), whose holy feet is worshipped 
and revered by Lord Shiva (Mahesh) with the greatest of affection, faith and 
devotion’! (Chanda line no. 2) 


Both Sita's shadowy form, as well as the social and worldly taint or stigma that were 
associated with it due to its prolonged presence in an evil environment during her 
captivity in Lanka, a place infested by evil demons, were burnt in the blazing flames 
of the fire”. (Chanda line no. 3) 


Lord Ram’s ways are so strange, magical, mystical and mysterious that no one present 
at the time, such as the gods, the mystics and sages who were watching everything 
from the sky (heaven), could perceive and understand what was actually happening’. 
(Chanda line no. 4) 


[Note—'To wit, it was due to Lord Ram’s divine grace and quiet intervention that the 
fire did not affect Sita in the least. The fire, which has a natural habit of burning 
anything touching it, magically metamorphosed into a coolant, and did no harm to 
Sita. 


?To wit, what burnt in the fire was the impurity associated with Sita's form arising out 
of her symbolic presence in the land of the evil demons. It is very interesting to note 
how Lord Ram complied with the laws of Nature and Dharma simultaneously. He 
allowed the ‘fire’ to carry out its natural function and live up to its reputation—which 
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was to burn anything coming in contact with it, to burn only the impurity of gold and 
leave behind the purified metal, to burn rubbish from a heap of garbage and leave 
behind solids things of value, such as metals. 

By devising this clever device, Lord Ram had ensured that any taint or stigma 
that might have been associated with Sita would be instantly and visibly eliminated, 
leaving no trace of doubt in anybody’s mind, and that what survived would be her true 
and immaculate form that could not be questioned for its purity and truth. 


?To wit, the gods, mystics and sages could not fathom why Lord Ram had said harsh 
words to Sita and forced her to undergo the fire test. They could not realize that it was 
merely a ploy by the Lord to settle all doubts and questions about Sita’s purity and 
integrity, while at the same time destroying her fake form of a shadow and enabling 
the fire god to appear and produce the original Sita from behind the smokescreen of 
the glare of the blazing fire as we shall see in the verses herein below. ] 


aR xau ureren Ut Te sit ure stfa set fated Stl à 
fat sian ster wate wi srt at & i 

"dt wa are farm eren Shar sift rem set 1 1 
qa "flet its rene ag hen Wenst at nell  ¢ N 


dhari rüpa pavaka pani gahi sri satya śruti jaga bidita jo. 5. 
jimi chirasagara indira ramahi samarpi ani so. 6. 

so rama bama bibhaga rajati rucira ati sobha bhalī. 7. 
nava nila niraja nikata manahum kanaka pankaja ki kali. 8. 


The Fire God revealed himself in a visible form, and holding the original Sita—who 
has been praised and honoured by the scriptures and famed in the world as the virtues 
wife of Lord Ram and a divine manifestation of goddess Laxmi—by the hand (as a 
elderly father or guardian would do for his daughter or ward respectively), he 
bestowed her to Lord Ram in the same way as the patron deity of the celestial ocean 
known as ‘Kshir Sagar’ had manifested himself and bestowed goddess Laxmi to Lord 
Vishnu (at an ancient time when the ocean was churned by the gods and the demons 
in search of Amrit, the ambrosia of bliss and eternity)'. (Chanda line nos. 1-2) 


She (Sita) came and stood by the left-hand side of Lord Ram’. This image was 
exceptionally beautiful and enthralling for the beholder. (Chanda line no. 3) 


This bewitching sight reminded one of a blue-tinged lotus flower by the side of which 
there is a creeper made of gold". (Chanda line no. 4) 


[Note— When Lord Ram was married to Sita, a similar analogy is cited wherein it is 
said that her father Janak had held her hands and gave her in marriage to Lord Ram 
just like Parvati's father Himwant gave her in marriage to Lord Shiva, and the patron 
deity of the ocean has appeared himself to give goddess Laxmi to Lord Vishnu. Refer: 
Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chanda line nos. 13-14 that precede Doha no. 324. 
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How did Sita look when she was produced by the Fire God at the end of her 
fire test? This question is answered in sage Veda Vyas’ epic ‘Adhyatma Ramayan, 
Lanka Kand, Canto 13, verse nos. 19-20. 

Let us see what these verses have to say: 


grar egf ADRA: FAG AFIS AGEIA | 
faanoi farremavrerfci PRI fjor II gell 
qam agi seri Zarit Yuoordifrisz sdreror: | 

JENI òdi Wolel Sora} UA caer eR dol I eoll 


$rutva stutim lokagurorvibhavasuh svanke samadaya videhaputrikam | 
vibhrajamanam vimalarunadyutim raktambaram divyavibhusananvitam ıı 1911 
provaca saksi jagatam raghüttamam prapannasarvartiharam hutasanah | 
grhana devim raghunatha janakim pura tvaya mayyavaropitam vane ıı 2011 


19-20. After Lord Brahma, the creator, had offered his prayers in honour of Lord 
Ram, the Fire God, who stands witness for the whole world, appeared on the site with 
the daughter of Videha (Sita) in his lap’. 

She was adorned in divine ornaments and attired in a red garment’. Her 
glorious form was radiant with a reddish hue; she was surrounded by a halo of red 
splendorous light". 

The Fire God said to Lord Ram, the Lord who is a vanquisher of the sorrows 
and miseries of all those who seek refuse at his holy feet: *Oh Lord Raghubir! Please 
be gracious and kind to accept Janki (Sita) whom you had previously kept in my safe 
custody in the forest (at Panchvati)* (19-20). 


[Note—'When Sita had entered the fire, she sat down on the pile of firewood in a 
meditative posture known as *Padmasan', the lotus posture. It was in this posture she 
emerged when the flames cooled down, giving a visual impression that she was sitting 
in the lap of the Fire God. 

In this episode Lord Ram has shown two aspects of the ‘fire’, one is its 
‘elemental form’ which is charactersised by its inherent nature of burning whatever is 
put into it, and the other is its *personified form' as the Fire God who is calm and cool 
like all other Gods. The illusionary or shadowy form of Sita was burnt by the 
elemental form of the fire, whilst her real and truthful form was produced by the deity 
who is responsible for controlling the fire element, i.e. the Fire God, who was calm 
and cool. 

When king Dasrath of Ayodhyha had performed the fire sacrifice to be blessed 
with sons, at that time too the Fire God had emerged from the sacrificial fire pit to 
give the king a pot of cool sweet porridge which he was to give to his queen so that 
she can bear a son—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that 
precedes Doha no. 189—to Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 190 

This porridge was cool, not hot and boiling, which clearly indicates that the 
Fire God is cool like any other God or living entity in creation as compared to the 
element known as ‘fire’ which he represents. 
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?A married Hindu woman traditionally wears red coloured garments and ornaments as 
auspicious signs of her happy marriage. On the other hand, a widow is expected to 
shed all ornamentation and wear white clothes. 


?This refers to the colour of the flames. Since she was in the lap of the Fire God, the 
red-coloured flames surrounded her. It is the colour of the setting sun, indicating that 
the flames of the fire were slowly cooling down. 

The visualization is remarkable here. When Sita had entered the fire, it was 
burning fiercerly with leaping flames like a newly lit fire would. But soon the flames 
subsided, and Sita emerged from the fire like a golden idol that is red like ember and 
purified by the flames. 


“Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-5 that precede Doha no. 
24. 


? According to custom, a wife's place is on the left of her husband. 


*In this metaphoric representation, Lord Ram is the ‘blue lotus’ because the colour of 
his body is bluish like the colour of the sky, and Sita is like the ‘creeper of gold’ as 
her complexion is fair and shiny. ] 


qo. arate qua ete at arse TH Far | 
tate frat yay arate ast TATA $08 (5) I 
WAHTA Tt WY AAT sia STAT | 


dfa are enfü are ura Tao TS ATT 908 (38) 
doha. 


barasahim sumana harasi sura bajahim gagana nisana. 
gavahim kinnara surabadhü nacahim carhim bimana. 109 (a). 
janakasuta saméta prabhu sobha amita apara. 

dekhi bhalu kapi harasé jaya raghupati sukha sara. 109 (b). 


The gods were jubilant and exhilarated. To celebrate the occasion and express they 
joy and happiness, they rained down flowers on the divine couple from their station in 
the sky, and simultaneously played their kettle-drums. 

At the same time, the Kinnars (singers of heaven) sang and the goddesses 
danced in merriment in their aerial vehicles. (Doha no. 109-a) 

Lord Ram, alongside Sita (the daughter of king Janak; “janakasuta sameta 
prabhu”), looked exceptionally adorable and charming beyond measure. 

Beholding this fascinating sight, the bears and monkeys felt very glad and 
exhilarated. They applauded the divine couple and hailed them with cries of *Glory to 
Lord Ram, the Lord of the Raghus, who is like an ocean of joy and bliss." (Doha no. 
109-b) 


[Note—'The bears and monkeys were so charmed and overwhelmed by the beauteous 
sight of Lord Ram and Sita standing side-by-side that they could no longer restrain 
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their emotions of joy and happiness, breaking out in a loud chorus praising Lord Ram 
and extolling his virtues of granting happiness to one and all. 

They chose this particular virtue of the Lord because just a while ago it 
seemed that there would be sadness and gloom everywhere, but the sudden positive 
turn of events convinced them that the Lord does everything that would ultimately 
bring nothing else but cheer to one and all.] 
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Section 20.2: Adhyatma Ramayan 


Adhyatma Ramayan, Lanka/Yudha Kand, 
Canto 12, verse nos. 51-84; Canto 13, verse nos. 1-22. 


Now, let us see how the legendary sage Veda Vyas describes this episode of Sita’s 
‘Fire Test’ in his classic narration in ‘Adhyatma Ramayan’, Lanka/Yudha Kand. 

This Section has two Sub-sections, viz. (i) Sub-section 20.2.1 that covers 
Canto 12, verse nos. 51-84, and (ii) Sub-section 20.2.2 that covers Canto 13, verse 
nos. 1-9; 19-22. 


(1) Sub-section 20.2.1: Adhyatma Ramayan, Lanka Kand, Canto 12, verse 
nos. 51-84: 


dd: yg gaod uredzet fdorerfoqear | 
ftorga cd ANRIA | 9 81 
Moral 2ráamcerfà Wav TPA | 
siar: Yferarael di olga fordosr Il 9211 


tatah praha hanümantam parsvastham vinayanvitam | 
vibhisanasyanumatergaccha tvam ravanalayam ıı 511 
janakyai sarvamakhyahi ravanasya vadhadikam | 

janakyah prativakyam me sighrameva nivedaya i 521 


51-52. Then Lord Sri Ram turned to Hanuman who was standing nearby with a very 
humble, prayerful and submissive posture, and said to him, 'Take the consent of 
Vibhishan and go to the palace of Ravana (ravanalayam)! (51). 

Convey to Janki (Sita) all the news about the death of Ravana and other events 
that have unfolded here, and then come back immediately to inform me what reply 
she gives' (52). 


[Note—'The word *ravanalayam" in verse no. 51 refers to the palace of Ravana; 
literally the ‘place where Ravana lived’. A king's palace is naturally surrounded by 
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gardens, lawns and parks. So, Sri Ram did not mean the residential quarters of Ravana 
to find Sita, but the royal garden, called the ‘Ashok Van’, where Sita was 
imprisoned. | 


vassal effaror WOT udorIcator: | 

yfader ust crgo Usetatioll forem: II 311 
Ufaoer 2raurejé SUAIA | 

ool Saal ag well donas il vil 
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praviveśa purim lankam pūjyamāno niśācaraih i1 531 
pravisya ravanagrham śimśapāmūlamāśritām | 
dadarsa janakim tatra kr$am dinamaninditam i 541 


53-54. Having got this instruction from Sri Ram, the most wise and intelligent son of 
the wind god (i.e. Hanuman) entered Lanka; he was worshipped and welcomed by the 
demon citizens! (53). 

He proceeded ahead and entered the palace of Ravana, and saw Janki (Sita) 
sitting under the shelter of the Sinshapa (Sesame) tree. She was extremely emaciated, 
weak, miserable and distressed, but was nevertheless pure, faultless, and without 
blemishes or taints of any kind (54). 


[Note—'To wit, when Hanuman entered the city of Lanka this time, he entered not as 
a spy or an ambassador of an invading army, but like a victorious general representing 
the Lord whose army has just conquered the enemy. 

So therefore, Hanuman was shown great respect by the citizens of Lanka who 
not only warmly welcomed him but also went out of their way to please him in 
whatever way they could do. When they learnt that he was going to meet Sita, they 
cleared the path for him and led the way.] 


asr: ufSqar emodi zrada fà | 
fdorerraordt sical YORI UTAO: || YII 
PARJA AA Yel ATASA: fer: | 
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raksasibhih parivrtam dhyayantim ramameva hi | 
vinayavanato bhütva pranamya pavanatmajah ıı 5511 
krtanjaliputo bhütva prahvo bhaktya'gratah sthitah | 

tam drstva janaki tusnim sthitva purvasmrtim yayau ıı 5611 


55-56. She (Sita) was surrounded by demonesses (eager to serve her); she was 
constantly thinking of Lord Sri Ram, and meditating upon the Lord's divine form, 
contemplating when the first chance would come when she would be able to see the 
Lord with her own eyes. The son of the wind god (Hanuman) bowed before her most 
respectfully, with palms joined together in a prayerful mode (55). 
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Then he politely stood in front of her reverentially. Seeing him, Janki (Sita) 
first remained silent, then she remembered the earlier occasion (when Hanuman had 
come in search of her, met her, delivered Sri Ram's signet ring, and had burnt Lanka)! 
(56). 


[Note—'Sita was so deeply submerged in her own thoughts that for some moments 
she did not even realize that someone was standing before her, but by-and-by she 
could perceive that someone was there, but it took her some more time to recognize 
that it was Hanuman after she had sieved through her memory and remembered that 
she had seen him earlier too when he had introduced himself as a messenger of Lord 
Ram. |] 


Seal ci Agi Al suiralsagadl ait | 

31 di Bees evcar Al Udogo: | 
WA sii AdaRIGyTAa || 61] 

afe Bat: RPA farefrevrarereraror | 

porch aroun a XAA ASAZA: |I cil 
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jhatva tam ramadütam sa harsatsaumyamukhi babhau | 
sa tam saumyamukhim drstva tasyai pavananandanah | 
ramasya bhasitam sarvamakhyatumupacakrame ıı 57II 
devi ramah sasugrivo vibhisanasahayavan | 

ku$ali vanaranam ca sainyai$ca sahalaksmanah ıı 581 
ravanam sasutam hatva sabalam saha mantribhih | 
tvamaha ku$alam ramo rajye krtva vibhisanam ıı 5911 


57-59. No sooner than she realized that he was the messenger of Sri Ram, that her 
face lit up with joy. Seeing her calm and cheerful face, the son of the wind god 
(Hanuman) began to tell her the message of Lord Sri Ram in full (57). 

He said, 'Oh goddess (devi)! Lord Sri Ram, who has been immensely helped 
by Vibhishan, is very well and fine, as are Laxman, Sugriv and the army of monkeys 
and bears who accompany the Lord (58). 

Ravana has been killed (in the war) along with his sons, army and ministers. 
Lord Sri Ram has sent me to you with the good tidings of his welfare, as well as with 
the news that Vibhishan has been anointed on the throne of Lanka as its new king.' 
(59). 


geal ad: fet arat adoro frr | 
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$rutva bhartuh priyam vakyam harsagadgadaya gira | 
kim te priyam karomyadya na pa$yami jagattraye i 601! 
samam te priyavakyasya ratnanyabharanani ca | 
evamuktastu vaidehya pratyuvaca plavangamah ıı 611 


60-61. Hearing this pleasant message of her husband, Sita was overwhelmed with 
delight and felt extremely exhilarated. She said, 'How can I please you (or what 
reward can I deem fit to give you for this good and happy news; how can I 
sufficiently bless you to recompense you for bringing this good tiding to sooth my 
ears)? 

Forsooth, I cannot see in the three divisions of world! (60) any priceless gem 
or rare ornament, or any other thing for that matter, which is so valuable that it can be 
compared with the magnitude of the sweet, pleasant and endearing words that you 
have just said. [To wit, I cannot adequately reward you for these most auspicious and 
honey-like words that you have just spoken. Nothing in this world is as valuable for 
me as the good news that you have brought. I don't perceive how I can repay you for 
your service to me.]"' 

When Vaidehi (Sita) said so, the exalted monkey (Hanuman) replied (61)— 


[Note—'The three divisions of the world are the heaven, the earth, and the nether 
world. 


*Sita was so overwhelmed with joy that she told Hanuman that there is no gift in the 
entire world that is so valuable that it may be worthy and suitable to be given as a 
reward for Hanuman’s service to her. So therefore, she would prefer to simply bless 
him, as this is the rarest of rare boon that a divine goddess can grant someone with 
whom she is extremely pleased. | 


xodaga daaroenferforeer | 
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ratnaughadvividhadvapi devarajyadvisisyate | 

hatasatrum vijayinam ramam pasyami susthiram i 6211 
tasya tadvacanam $rutva maithill praha marutim | 

sarve saumya guna saumya tvayyeva parinisthitah 11 631 
ramam draksyami sighram mamajfiapayatu raghavah | 
tatheti tam namaskrtya yayau drastum raghüttamam ıı 6411 


62-64. 'More important and valuable than the combined treasure of all the gems and 
jewels of the world as well as the kingdom of Gods for me is the fact that I can see 
Lord Sri Ram victorious in the war against his enemy, having finally attained the 
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peace of his mind and feeling contented that he has attained success in eliminating the 
enemy and achieving his objective.' (62). 

Hearing these words of Maruti (Hanuman) the daughter of Mithila (Sita) said 
to him, 'Oh Gracious One (*saumya"; one who is polite, courteous, gentlemanly and 
good mannered)! All the auspicious qualities, characters, values and virtues that exist 
in the world (guna Saumya) are present in you (63). 

Now I shall be certainly able see Lord Sri Ram as soon as Raghav (Sri Ram) 
gives such orders for me.' 

Hanuman said ‘alright’ to her, bowed before her, and then returned with all 
haste to meet the most exalted of the Raghus (“raghuttamam”; Sri Ram) to convey 
her message to him (64). 


Moree sufi Ad WIAs} RAI | 
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janakya bhasitam sarvam ramasyagre nyavedayat I 
yannimitto'yamarambhah karmanam ca phalodayah ıı 6511 
tam devim Sokasantaptam drastumarhasi maithilim | 
evamukto hanumata ramo jfianavatam varah ıı 6611 
mayasitam parityaktum janakimanale sthitam | 

adatum manasa dhyatva ramah praha vibhisanam ıı 671I 


65-67. He (Hanuman) told Lord Sri Ram verbatim whatever Sita had said. Then 
Hanuman exhorted Lord Ram to not waste any more time in calling Sita to him: 'For 
whom all these actions such as the war etc. were commenced, and who represents the 
fruit or the reward of all those strenuous efforts and hazardous actions (65)—now the 
time has come for you to see (or meet) that goddess named Maithili (Sita) who is 
much tormented and overcome by miseries, sorrows, anguish and grief.' 

Hearing this advice of Hanuman, the most wise, sagacious, erudite and all- 
knowing Lord Sri Ram (ramo jhanavatam varah) (66) decided to leave aside that 
form of Sita which was an illusionary, deceptive and shadowy form of hers, and 
instead to retrieve and accept Sita in her original form that had been entrusted by him 
earlier in the safe keeping of the fire god. 

The Lord began to ponder how to bring this about; he contemplated on the 
device that must now be devised so as to make it happen. 

After some thoughts he summoned Vibhishan and said to him (67)— 


[Note—'Lord Ram had placed Sita in the custody of the fire god for safe keeping as 
narrated in Adhyatma Ramayan, Aranya Kand, Canto 7, verse nos. 1-3. Sita’s original 
form was replaced by a shadow, and it was this false or illusionary Sita that was 
abducted by Ravana. ] 
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gaccha rajan janakajamanayasu mamantikam | 

snatam virajavastradhyam sarvabharanabhusitam ıı 6811 
vibhisano'pi tacchrutva jagama sahamarutih | 
raksasibhih suvrddhabhih snapayitva tu maithilim 11 691 
sarvabharanasampannamaropya Sibikottame | 
yastikairbahubhirguptam kaficukosnisibhih subham ıı 701 


68-70. 'Oh King! You go immediately, get the daughter of Janak (Sita) bathed, clothe 
her in clean and fine clothes, adorn her fully with all types of ornaments befitting her 
stature, and then bring her to me with all respect and honour to her' (68). 

Hearing this, Vibhishan took Maruti (Hanuman) along with him, and 
immediately set off. Deputing old and aged demonesses for the job, he got Maithili 
(Sita) bathed (69), decorated with various ornaments and adorned in magnificent 
robes, and then seated her in a beautiful palanquin'. He appointed numerous well- 
dressed and turned-up guards, wearing jackets and head gear, and holding royal 
ceremonial batons, to protect the palanquin and escort the procession. 

Leading the ceremonial procession, Vibhishan came to where Sri Ram waited 
for him (70). 


[Note—'A palanquin was a well appointed wooden carriage in which noble ladies, or 
lady guests of honour, were transported from one place to another in ancient times. It 
was carried on the shoulders of trained palanquin bearers with the help of long 
horizontal poles, usually made of bamboo. This carriage had curtains drawn up at the 
openings to guard the lady from inquisitive eyes. The ensemble was accompanied by 
armed guards for protection, as well as personal attendants of the lady in question 
who walked alongside. 

In the present case, Sita was taken with all royal ceremony and pageantry in a 
grand procession befitting a queen. | 
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drstva tam Sibikarüdham düradatha raghüttamah ıı 7211 


71-72. Atthat time, all the monkeys and bears came rushing forward to have a look at 
the daughter of Janak (Sita). Holding them at bay by their sticks and canes in all the 
directions, and amidst a lot of cacophony and tumult, the retinue of guards 
accompanying the procession finally brought her near Sri Ram. 

Seeing Sita astride the palanquin from a distance, the best amongst the Raghus 
(“raghuttamah”; Lord Sri Ram) said (71-72)— 
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vibhisana kimartham te vanaran varayanti hi | 
pa$yantu vanarah sarve maithilim mataram yatha ıı 7311 
padacarena sa"yatu janaki mama sannidhim | 

$rutva tadramavacanam $Sibikadavaruhya sa I! 7411 


73-74. 'Oh Vibhishan! Why are they (the guards) preventing the monkeys and the 
bears from getting closer to Sita so that they can see her? Let all the monkeys and 
bears look at Maithili (Sita) as 1f she were their mother (73). 
Not only that, let Janki (Sita) come to me on foot (i.e. let her walk down to 
ly 
me) '. 
Hearing the Lord's words, she (Sita) got down from the palanquin (74). 


[Note—'Obviously, Lord Ram was neither pleased nor amused by the sight of Sita 
coming to him astride a palanquin like a queen, instead of like the wife of a hermit 
that she was supposed to be at the time, because Lord Ram was attired as a hermit and 
lived an austere life of a hermit as promised by him to his father Dasrath at the time of 
coming to the forest. Sita violated this promise of the Lord by first allowing herself to 
be attired in royal costume and decorated in jewelry, and then coming in a royal 
procession astride a palanquin as if she was some queen, instead of like a hermitress 
which she was expected to be. This error on her part annoyed Lord Ram.] 
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padacarena Sanakairagata ramasannidhim | 
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avacyavadan bahusah praha tam raghunandanah | 
amrsyamana sa sita vacanam raghavoditam ıı 761 
laksmanam praha me sighram prajvalaya hutasanam | 
vi$vasartham hi ramasya lokanam pratyayaya ca i 77n 


75-77. Sita walked slowly on foot and came near Lord Sri Ram. Seeing the 
illusionary or shadowy Sita, who was created to accomplish certain tasks (i.e. to 
eliminate the demons) (75), Raghunandan (“raghunandanah”; Lord Sri Ram, the son 
of the illustrious family of king Raghu) said many insinuating and contemptible things 
regarding her which are not worthy to be repeated and mentioned again’. 

Sita was stunned and exasperated; she just could not stand (or tolerate) those 
caustic, taunting, insulting, unwarranted and uncalled-for words of Raghav (Sri Ram) 
(76). 

So she said to Laxman, 'Oh Laxman! Please light a fire soon so that I can 
convince Sri Ram and make the world sure of my integrity, purity, honour and 
virtuousness, leaving no doubt about it' (77). 


[Note—'Lord Ram made many derogatory comments about her character, and cast 
aspersions on her sincerity, loyalty, chastity, purity, truthfulness, honesty, trust- 
worthiness, integrity and honour, which raised questions about her eligibility for 
being accepted by him.] 
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raghavasya matam jfiatva laksmano'pi tadaiva hi | 
mahakasthacayam krtva jvalayitva hutasanam ıı 781 
ramapar$vamupagamya tasthau tüsnimarindamah 1 
tatah sita parikramya raghavam bhaktisamyuta ıı 7911 


78-79. Assuming that Raghav (Sri Ram) also wants this to happen (i.e. that Sita 
should prove her integrity by the fire test to satisfy the skeptical world), Laxman 
assembled a huge pile of fire wood and lit it (78). 

Then Laxman, who was a vanquisher of enemies (tüsnimarindamah), came 
and stood silently besides Lord Sri Ram. 

After that, Sita reverentially circumambulated Raghav (Sri Ram) to pay her 
homage to the Lord and silently seek his blessings (79). 
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pasyatam sarvalokanam devaraksasayositam | 

pranamya devatabhyasca brahmanebhyasca maithill 11 801 
baddhafijaliputa cedamuvacagnisamipaga | 

yatha me hrdayam nityam napasarpati raghavat ıı 8111 
tatha lokasya saksi mam sarvatah patu pavakah | 
evamuktva tada sita parikramya hutasanam ıı 8211 

vivesa jvalanam diptam nirbhayena hrda sati 11 8311 


80-83. Then the daughter of Mithila (Sita) bowed before the Gods and Brahmins, 
while the women folk of the Gods and demons, and all the rest of the world, watched 
the proceedings in stunned silence as everyone was overcome with awe and wonder 
(80). 

She went to the fire and said to the fire god with palms of both the hands 
joined together in prayerful mode: 'On revered Fire God! If my heart never wanders 
anywhere except the thoughts of Raghav (Sri Ram)—1.e. if I harbour no other 
emotions in my heart except those of affection and reverence for Lord Ram, if I have 
never for once allowed my heart to wander anywhere else except the thoughts of Lord 
Ram (81) — then, oh the Fire God, who bears witness to all that is true and holy in 
this world, I pray to you and beseech you to grant me your protection from all the 
sides. [I beg you to secure me and help me prove my innocence by protecting me 
from being burnt, for if it happens then I will be deemed to be guilty of a crime that I 
haven't committed, as you know well.]' 

Saying this, Sita circumambulated the fire (82) and entered the fiercely 
burning pile without any kind of fear in her heart as a true ‘Sati’ (an honourable 
woman who is chaste, pure and loyal to her husband; a woman of immaculate 
integrity who is vary honest towards her husband; who worships her husband as a 
living god) (83). 
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drstva tato bhütaganah sasiddhah sitam mahavahnigatam bhrsartah | 
parasparam prahuraho sa sitam ramah $riyam svam kathamatyajajjfiah 11 841 
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84. Seeing Sita enter the fiercely burning fire, all the Siddhas (mystics) and Spirits 
(here meaning sages and seers and other divine beings who were witnessing the 
development in a subtle form) became very agitated, anxious, worried and 
confounded. 

They said to each other in utter dismay: 'Alas! Inspite of knowing the truth of 
everything, how come that Lord Sri Ram has decided to forsake Sita who is like a 
personified form of goddess Laxmi for him?" (84). 


[Note—'All those who watched the proceedings were stunned at Lord Ram’s decision 
to let Sita undertake the fire test to prove her innocence and virtues, because no one 
doubted her, and everyone knew that she was beyond reproach. 

But of course they did not know the real reason for Lord Ram’s apparently 
harsh decision, for he had to retrieve the original Sita from the custody of the fire god, 
and in order to do it, it was obligatory to first invoke the fire god and request him to 
manifest himself in his dazzling, radiant and splendorous form symbolized by the 
brilliant flames of a raging fire, then get rid of the shadowy Sita by burning it, and 
finally revealing the original Sita as she would emerge from the ‘lap of the fire’, 
which was a manifested form of the ‘fire god’, once the flames cooled down. 

The reference to goddess Laxmi means that a person’s wife is his best and 
most valuable asset for him, and she is worthy of respect and honour like goddess 
Laxmi who is the divine consort of Lord Vishnu. | 


Thus ends Canto 12 of Uddha Kand of Adhyatma Ramayan that narrates the 
conversation between Lord Shiva and Uma, his consort. 


(ii) Sub-section 20.2.2: Adhyatma Ramayan, Lanka Kand, Lanka Kand, 
Canto 13, verse nos. 1-9; 19-22. 
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ete canye vimanagryairajagmuryatra raghavah | 
abruvan paramatmanam ramam prafijalaya$ca te il 31 


1-3. Lord Shiva said—'Oh Parvati! About this time, a huge gathering of celestial 
beings assembled in the sky to pray to Lord Ram. 

They included the thousand-eyed Indra (the king of gods), Yama (the god of 
death), Varuna (the god of water), Kuber (the treasurer of gods), Lord Pinaki (Lord 
Shiva, so called because the bow he held was known as ‘Pinak’), the Lord who is 
most splendorous and radiant with divine energy, and who rides a bull (1), Lord 
Brahma (the creator), who is the best amongst those who are enlightened and well- 
versed in the knowledge of the supreme Truth and the absolute Reality of creation, 
and who is very wise and exalted, the Siddhas and Chaarans (the mystics and celestial 
bards), sages and hermits, the ancestors in their spirit form, seekers of spiritualism, 
emancipation and salvation, Gandharvas and Apsaras (celestial musicians and 
damsels or courtesans of Indra's court) as well as the Serpents (the creatures of the 
subterranean kingdoms) (2), and many other exalted spirits, gods and demi-gods—all 
of them came in their respective aerial planes to the place where Lord Ram (Raghav) 
stood in the battle-field. 

Each of them joined the palms of his hands as a gesture of reverence and 
submission before the Lord as all of them prayed together as follows (3)— 
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karta tvam sarvalokanam saksi vijňānavigrahah | 
vasünamastamo'si tvam rudranam sankaro bhavan ıı 411 
adikartasi lokanam brahma tvam caturananah | 

asvinau ghranabhütau te caksusi candrabhaskarau ıı 51 


4-5. 'Oh Lord! You are the one who does everything in this world, the doer as well as 
the driving force that gets things done; you are a witness for all; you are an 
embodiment of pure and truthful knowledge, wisdom and enlightenment. 

Indeed and in all sooth, amongst the Vasus you are a manifestation of the 
eighth Vasu (i.e. the best of the eight Vasus)'; and amongst the Rudras you are like 
Lord Mahadev (the great god Lord Shiva, the best of the eleven Rudras)’. (4) 

Verily, you are indeed the Lord who had created this visible world in your 
manifestation as the four-headed Creator known as Brahma. 

Similarly, the Ashwini Kumars? are your nose; and the Sun and the Moon are 
your two eyes’. (5) 


[Note—'There are eight semi-gods called Vasus. The word Vasu refers to the eight 
most essential things or elements in the world without which life is not sustainable, 
and the cosmic forces of Nature that govern each of these eight elements are 
represented in the form of a ‘God’ who is named after the element or thing which he 
represents. 
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The 8 Vasus and their importance are mentioned in the following Upanishads: 

(i) Atharva Veda’s Atharva Shikha Upanishad, Kandika 1; Brihajjabal 
Upanishad, Brahman 4, verse no. 16, Brahman 6, verse no. 12; Nrisingh Tapni 
Upanishad, Canto 1, verse no. 3; Ram Uttar Tapini Upanishad, Canto 5, verse no. 
4/32; Devi Upanishad, verse no. 4. 

(11) Krishna Yajur Veda’s Ekakchar Upanishad, verse no. 7. 

These Vasus are the various patron gods who preside over the essential 
elements of life. They are—Vishnu who is the sustainer, Shiva who is the annihilator, 
Kuber who is the treasurer of the wealth of the gods, the Sun, Water, Fire, Wealth 
represented by gems and gold, and ‘Ray’ representing glory and fame. The element 
‘Fire’ is the most potent, prominent and essential force in creation, because without 
fire the world would freeze to death. Hence, the Fire-God is said to be the chief 
amongst the Vasus. The ‘fire’ element is the active force in creation and is primarily 
responsible for kindling the cosmic cauldron that set in motion the process, and once 
having set it in motion it then sustained it and would finally annihilate it by burning it 
to cinders. On the other hand, Lord Vishnu is the passive force of creation represented 
by his other form of Viraat Purush which is the primary male aspect of creation. Lord 
Vishnu, who is the sustainer of the creation, is the Lord of Laxmi who is the Goddess 
of wealth, and is the supreme creator because Brahma, the old patriarch of creation 
who created the visible world and its creatures, was himself born atop the divine lotus 
that emerged from the navel of Lord Vishnu. Lord Vishnu utilizes the services of 
Laxmi who is the personification of the active forces of creation to create, sustain and 
annihilate the world. The Vasus are symbolic Gods who represent those essentials 
aspects of creation without which life would be difficult to conceive and sustain and 
finally conclude. 

The Ram Uttar Tapini Upanishad of the Atharva Veda, Canto 5, verse no. 4/32 
says that the Vasus are none but manifestations of Lord Ram who himself is the 
supreme transcendental Brahm himself. 

The eight Vasus are the gods who provide succour and a dwelling place for the 
whole creation. They symbolise those primary necessities of life without which 
existence is not possible. They are— (i) Kuber (the God of wealth and prosperity), (ii) 
the Sun God (who provides energy and food) and his rays and radiance (i.e. sunlight 
and the energy that it provides), (iii) Shiva (the concluder or annihilator of the 
creation), (iv) Vishnu (the sustainer), (v) the Water God (called Varun), (vi) the Fire 
God (called Agni), (vii) any body of water such as a pond, a river etc., and (viii) holy 
and pious people (who give advice and guidance to the creatures of the creation). 

According to Brihad Aranyak Upanishad 3/9/3, the Vasus are the following— 
Fire, Earth, Air, Antariksha (the space of the solar system), Aditya (Sun), Duloka 
(heavens), the Moon, and the Nakshatras (the stars and the planets). 

According to Purans, the eight Vasus are the following—Dhruv, Dhar, 
Som/Soma (the sap of an elixir-providing plant called Som/Soma which is used 
during religious ceremonies as sanctified liquid offered to the Gods; it is white in 
colour and is said to be stored in the moon), Aapha (water), Anil (wind), Anal (fire), 
Pratush, and Prabhaas. 

The Ekakchar Upanishad of Krishna Yajur Veda, in its verse no. 7, says that 
these Vasus are manifestations of Brahm, the Supreme Being, in order to provide the 
creation with the necessities of life. 


?Lord Shiva has eleven forms called Rudras, and the best of all these forms is called 
*Mahadeva', the *Great God', which is another name used for Lord Shiva himself. 
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Here it implies that Lord Ram is the best of all the forms that the Supreme Being has 
assumed in this creation. 


?The Ashwini Kumars are twins, and sons of the Sun God. They are the medicine-men 
of the heavens and the gods. They are so great experts in the science related to 
medicinal herbs that they can select the right herb by merely smelling it. 


“By referring to the Sun and the Moon as being Lord Ram’s eyes, it is implied that the 
Lord’s Supreme Macrocosmic Form is being invoked here. ] 
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lukanamadiranto'si nitya ekah sadoditah | 

sada Suddhah sada buddhah sada mukto'guno'dvayah ıı 611 
tvanmayasamvrtanam tvam bhasi manusavigrahah | 
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6-7. You are the beginning and end of the creation; you are eternal, everlasting and 
unchanging; you have no birth or death; you are an image of eternal divine light; you 
are inherently pure, uncorrupt, without any blemishes and faults; you are always wise, 
erudite, sagacious and enlightened; you are always free and liberated (from all the 
delusions, entrapments and all other snares so characteristic of this mundane, gross 
world); you are Nirguna (i.e. you are without attributes; you are neutral); and you are 
peerless, matchless, unique and without any parallel (6). 

Oh divine Lord Sri Ram! For those who are surrounded (1.e. are under the 
influence of) your Maya (the Lord's cosmic powers that create delusions), you appear 
to be an ordinary man with a physical gross body, but those who are wise and 
enlightened always remember your divine cosmic form by invoking your holy name 
(as it neutralizes the effects of Maya). Such wise, erudite and sagacious souls realise 
that you are no one else but the Supreme Being himself, the Parmatma, the Lord who 
is known as Brahm, the Cosmic Soul that represents the pure cosmic Consciousness 


e. 


Adio &i RARAP RAI AE | 
cael foed cec: Yor: uri UG FAI ell 
Vd MddeY ódy Ger MANUAIS: | 
AJAYA AFAI 218i Aces RAAR I SII 


ravanena hrtam sthānamasmākam tejasa saha | 
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8-9. Ravana had snatched our powers, and had deprived us of our respect and status. 
Today, that wicked and evil fellow has died at your hands, and we have got back our 
lost position and honour! ' 

When the gods had finished praying as described above, the grandfather 
Brahma himself prayed to Lord Sri Ram who is steady on the path of righteousness, 
truth, probity and propriety (9). 


[Note— The gods were more concerned about their own position and status rather 
than sufferings of ordinary creatures due to the tyranny that Ravana had unleashed on 
them. This indicates that the gods are quite selfish in their outlook, and this 
characteristic of the gods has found resonance in a verse of Ram Charit Manas, the 
venerated Story of Lord Ram penned by the learned saint-poet Goswami Tulsidas in 
Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 110, wherein he says: “the 
Gods are always very selfish but they speak words as if they are very benevolent and 
worried about the welfare of others".] 
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19-20. After Lord Brahma, the creator, had offered his prayers in honour of Lord 
Ram, the Fire God, who stands witness for the whole world, appeared on the site with 
the daughter of Videha (Sita) in his lap’. 

She was adorned in divine ornaments and attired in a red garment’. Her 
glorious form was radiant with a reddish hue; she was surrounded by a halo of red 
splendorous light". 

The Fire God said to Lord Ram, the Lord who is a vanquisher of the sorrows 
and miseries of all those who seek refuse at his holy feet: *Oh Lord Raghubir! Please 
be gracious and kind to accept Janki (Sita) whom you had previously kept in my safe 
custody in the forest (at Panchvati)* (19-20). 


[Note—'When Sita had entered the fire, she sat down on the pile of firewood in a 
meditative posture known as *Padmasan', the lotus posture. It was in this posture she 
emerged when the flames cooled down, giving a visual impression that she was sitting 
in the lap of the Fire God. 

In this episode Lord Ram has shown two aspects of the ‘fire’, one is its 
‘elemental form’ which is charactersised by its inherent nature of burning whatever is 
put into it, and the other is its *personified form' as the Fire God who is calm and cool 
like all other Gods. The illusionary or shadowy form of Sita was burnt by the 
elemental form of the fire, whilst her real and truthful form was produced by the deity 
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who is responsible for controlling the fire element, i.e. the Fire God, who was calm 
and cool. 

When king Dasrath of Ayodhyha had performed the fire sacrifice to be blessed 
with sons, at that time too the Fire God had emerged from the sacrificial fire pit to 
give the king a pot of cool sweet porridge which he was to give to his queen so that 
she can bear a son—apropos: Adhyatma Ramayan, Baal Kand, Canto 3, verse nos. 1- 
8. 

This porridge was cool, not hot and boiling, which clearly indicates that the 
Fire God is cool like any other God or living entity in creation as compared to the 
element known as ‘fire’ which he represents. 


*A married Hindu woman traditionally wears red coloured garments and ornaments as 
auspicious signs of her happy marriage. On the other hand, a widow is expected to 
shed all ornamentation and wear white clothes. 


?This refers to the colour of the flames. Since she was in the lap of the Fire God, the 
red-coloured flames surrounded her. It is the colour of the setting sun, indicating that 
the flames of the fire were slowly cooling down. 

The visualization is remarkable here. When Sita had entered the fire, it was 
burning fiercerly with leaping flames like a newly lit fire would. But soon the flames 
subsided, and Sita emerged from the fire like a golden idol that is red like ember and 
purified by the flames. 


“Refer: Adhyatma Ramayan, Aranya Kand, Canto 7, verse nos. 2-4.] 


Ídrerer ARMololpIcsoll SI G9ITororgIUIÍdolT9TolIsT T | 

&dl GIR: AS YAAA ORIPA IMA aa: YÙ i 2211 
PAA a1 yfeifeasa hott axar asel Barwell err | 
ddisitievel UREI AD 2141: Yeve: YA UAPA i ll 


vidhāya mayajanakatmajam hare daśānanaprānavināśanāya ca | 

hato dasasyah saha putrabandhavairnirakrto'nena bharo bhuvah prabho i 211 
tirohita sa pratibimbarüpini krta yadartham krtakrtyatam gata | 

tato'tihrstam parigrhya janakim ramah prahrstah pratipujya pavakam ıı 2211 


21-22. 'Oh Hari (Sri Ram)! You had created an illusionary, a shadowy Sita for the 
express purpose of eliminating Ravana along with his sons and other evil demons who 
accompanied him, who aided in his evil designs. 

Oh Lord! By doing so, you have removed the burden of this earth (21). 

The illusionary and shadowy form of Sita that was like an image of her real 
self, has now vanished after having accomplished the task for which it was created." 

Hearing these words of the Fire God, Sri Ram worshipped and honoured him 
with great delight and a joyful heart. 

The Lord then gladly accepted Janki (Sita) who was extremely exhilarated and 
joyous at this happy turn of events (22). 
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[Note—So this is how Sita was reunited with Lord Ram at the end of the Epic War of 
Lanka. ] 
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Chapter 21 
Epilogue 


Lord Ram Embarks on His Journey Back Home to Ayodhya with His 
Companions onboard the Air-Plane called Pushpak; Lord Ram's Arrival 
in Ayodhya to a warm and tumultuous Welcome; Lord Ram's ascending 
the Throne of Ayodhya as a King and the Lord Emperor. 


After Sita was reunited with Lord Ram, the Lord was worshipped and honoured by all 
the gods and others who had assembled in the sky to pay their homage and thanks to 
him. The Spirit of king Dasrath, the worldly father of Lord Ram, too appeared t bless 
him. 

After these formal eulogies and praises were over, the Lord asked Indra to rain 
Amrit, the ambrosia of life, from heaven so that the monkey and bear warriors who 
were either seriously wounded or even dead could be revived back to life. 
Simultaneously, the souls of all the demon warriors were granted deliverance by the 
gracious Lord Ram; each one of them attained emancipation and salvation by the 
grace of the Lord. 

Then Vibhishan expressed his thankful gratitude to the Lord by offering 
tributes in the form of an abundance of costly gifts, which the Lord asked him to give 
the monkeys and bears instead by riding his Pushpak plane and showering these gifts 
on the army from the sky so that the monkeys and bears could pick whatever they 
liked to have for themselves. 

Finally the moment came for Lord Ram's departure from Lanka to go back to 
his kingdom of Ayodhya. He boarded the Pushpak plane with Sita and Laxman, and 
his close companions who had helped him during the campaign of Lanka too 
accompanied the Lord on his journey back home. The rest of the army was given a 
warm send off and asked to return to their respective homes in Kishkindha and other 
places from whence they had come. 

The Lord's party arrived in Ayodhya to a rousing and emotional welcome. 
There were mass celebrations in the capital city. Soon thereafter, Lord Ram was 
crowned on the throne of Ayodhya as the renowned kingdom's great King-Emperor. 

After the Lord's coronation festivities were over, his honoured guests from 
Kishkindha and Lanka, i.e. the chiefs of the monkey and bear race as well as 
Vibhishan and his companions, who had come to Ayodhya on the Pushpak plane, 
were given a warm send-off by Lord Ram, and they returned to their homes full of 
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praises for the Lord, with happy memories of their companionship with Lord Ram 
forever enshrined in their hearts. 


Thus ends our most fascinating, marvellous, captivating and enthralling “Story 
of Ravana and the Epic War of Lanka”. 


For narrating these final episodes, we shall quote from: 

(a) Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, (i) Doha no. 110 along with Chaupai line 
nos. 1-12 that precede it; (ii) Doha no. 112 along with Chaupai line nos. 1-8 that 
precede it; (111) Doha no. 113—to Doha no. 114; (iv) Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes 
Doha no. 116—to Doha no. 121; (v) Uttar Kand, Chanda line nos. 1-4 and Chaupai 
line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 1—to Doha no. 12; (vi) Chaupai line no. 1 that 
precedes Doha no. 15—to Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 20. 

(b) Adhyatma Ramayan, Lanka/Yudha Kand, Canto 13, verse nos. 40-60; 
Canto 14, verse nos. 1-100; and Canto 15, verse nos. 1-50, 70-75. 

(c) Geetawali Ramayan, Lanka Kand, verse nos. 17-23. 


Since we shall be reading from the aforementioned three classics, we shall divide this 
Chapter into three Sections as follows: 

Section 21.1 (sub-section 21.1.1—21.1.6) Ram Charit Manas 

Section 21.2 (sub-section 21.2.1—21.2.3) Adhyatma Ramayan 

Section 21.3 Geetawali Ramayan 


That said, let us now resume our narration. 


Section 21.1: Ram Charit Manas 


(1) Sub-section 21.1.1: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Doha no. 110 
along with Chaupai line nos. 1-12 that precede it: 


"dio. Ae aR STATA UIS Prefer aA en fum ATS N g 
STU dep Wap CaN | TT Hele wr] UTR I 2 I 
caupat. 


taba raghupati anusasana pa'l. matali cale'u carana siru na’. 1. 
a'e deva sada svarathi. bacana kahahim janu paramarathi. 2. 


Then, after receiving Lord Raghupati's (Lord Ram's) permission, Matali (the 
charioteer of Indra who was sent by the latter to help Lord Ram in the battle against 
Ravana) bowed his head most reverentially before the Lord and departed from there 
(to return to heaven). (1) 
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Meanwhile, the gods, who are by nature very self-centered and concerned onl with 
their own interests’, came there (to pay their homage to Lord Ram). They spoke 
words as if they were very selfless and sought the good of others like those who are 
seekers of spiritualism”. (2) 


[Note—'Here, the poet-saint Tulsidas is alluding to the universal truth of this world, 
that everyone, even the high gods, are driven by selfishness; every living being, from 
the lowly to the most high as symbolized by the gods, mind their own interest first 
and foremost, and then think of anything else. 

There are verses in Ram Charit Manas that aver to this universal principle of 
creation. If the gods, who are supposed to be spiritually evolved and stand on a high 
moral ground, being the leaders of the world and its guide, can be selfish, then there is 
no wonder that ordinary creatures are self-centered and selfish. Refer: Ram Charit 
Manas, (i) Ayodhya Kand, Doha no. 295 and Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes it; (ii) 
Kishkindha Kand, Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 12. 

Even one’s parents are not exempt from this universal principle which says 
that everyone in this world develops friendship with another person if it suits one’s 
own self-interest, and no one thinks of the welfare of others if it does not fits in well 
with his own agenda—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, Chaupai line nos. 4-6 
that precede Doha no. 47. 


^Only saintly persons would think in a selfless manner. One of the grand characteristic 
of saints is that they would not mind their own welfare if their suffering can help 
others in any way. This is clearly hinted in Ram Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, Chaupai 
line nos. 1-4 that precede Doha no. 38; and Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 
4]. 

Besides saints, it is only Lord Ram, the merciful, kind and compassionate 
Lord God, who would think of the welfare of others no matter what happens— 
apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, Chaupai line nos. 2-3 that precede Doha no. 
4T.] 
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The assembled gods paid their obeisance to Lord Ram and prayed as follows: ‘Oh 
Lord of the Raghus (Lord Ram) who are a friend of the distressed, the meek and the 
miserable, and a Lord who is most merciful, gracious, kind and compassionate by 
nature! 

Oh Lord, you have been very kind and merciful upon us, the gods. (3) 


This fellow (Ravana) was inimical for the whole world; he was always engaged in 
hostility with all; he was a wicked creature who enjoyed pursuing his worldly 
passions relentlessly, without qualms. 

He has gone the way his sinful ways naturally led him to; he has perished due 
to his own sins; he is responsible for his own undoing. 
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[To wit, he has died a horrifying death by having his body dismembered, and 
falling to the ground covered in dust and blood, as a result of his sinful deeds. He who 
once ruled the world now lies dead on the ground in such a humiliating manner 
because of the evil deeds that he did in his life, evil deeds that brought this evil fate to 
him.] (4) 
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tumha samarupa brahma abinasi. sada ekarasa sahaja udasi. 5. 
akala aguna aja anagha anamaya. ajita amoghasakti karunamaya. 6. 


[Lauding the grand virtues of Lord Ram, the gods continued—] Oh Lord! You have 
equanimity and treat all alike (samarüpa). You are Brahm’, the Supreme Being, who 
is eternal and imperishable (brahma abinasi); who remains unchanging and uniform 
(sada ekarasa); and who is by his nature dispassionate and impartial (sahaja 
udasiy. (5) 


You (as Brahm) are one of your own kind, having no parallel (akala); you are without 
any attributes and their associated characteristics (aguna); you are without any birth 
(because you are eternal and immutable, having no end or beginning) (aja); you are 
faultless and free from any taints and blemishes associated with this gross world 
(anagha anamaya); you are invincible (ajita); your astounding powers are unfailing 
(amoghasakti); and you are an embodiment of mercy, compassion, kindness and 
benevolence (Karunamaya). (6) 


[Note— Lord Ram as Brahm personified: refer to Ram Charit Manas, (i) Ayodhya 
Kand, Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 93; (ii) Uttar Kand, Chaupai line no. 
8 that precedes Doha no. 48; (iii) Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha 
no. 116. 


^If Lord Ram has equanimity and treats all alike, if he is dispassionate and impartial, 
then the question is ‘why did he kill Ravana’? The answer is provided by the gods 
themselves in the previous verse where they said that Ravana attained this fate due to 
his own sinful deeds. 

This fact, that one reaps the harvest like the seed one has sown, is reiterated 
elsewhere also in Ram Charit Manas—refer: Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line no. 4 that 
precedes Doha no. 219. 

To wit, Ravana died an ignominious death as a result of the sort of sinful life 
he had lived. No one is to be held responsible for it. Lord Ram, being the Lord of this 
world, has a duty to be just to all, and therefore it was obligatory for the Lord to 
punish Ravana for the way he and his cruel demons had been tormenting the world; 
the Lord was morally bound to punish Ravana for his evilness and transgression of the 
laws of Dharma, the laws that govern good conduct in this creation. For if the Lord 
had not punished Ravana for his wickedness then he would be doing injustice to other 
humble creatures, which would not be acceptable. So therefore, the Lord had no 
choice.] 
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It was you, in your primary form as Lord Vishnu, who had assumed the form of a 
Fish!, a Tortoise”, a Boar’, Lord Narhari* (Nrisingh or Narsingh, the half lion and half 
man incarnation of Lord Vishnu), Lord Vaaman? (the legendary Dwarf), and sage 
Parashuram? (the warrior sage with an axe as his trademark)*. (7) 


Oh Lord! Whenever the gods were subjected to sufferings and felt distressed, it was 
you who had come to their help and eliminated the cause of their miseries by 
assuming various forms as occasioned by prevailing circumstances’. (8) 


[Note--*These are the various incarnations of Lord Vishnu. Briefly, they are as 
follows: 


'Fish: Also known as ‘Matsya’. This is the first of ten divine incarnations of Vishnu. 
In this form, the Lord is said to have saved Manu, the progenitor of mankind, and the 
Saptarishis (the seven mental sons of the creator Brahma) along with their wives 
during the dooms-day deluge. They were made to board a boat which was pulled by 
this Fish and saved from being drowned. They re-populated the world later on. It is a 
story identical to the Biblical story of the Noah’s Arc. 


?Tortoise: Also known as ‘Kurma’. It is the second incarnation of Vishnu. The Lord 
had supported the legendary Mountain called Mandara which had started sinking 
during the churning of the ocean by the Gods and the Demons in search of Amrit, the 
elixir of eternal and life. 


?Boar: Also known as ‘Varaaha’. It is the third incarnation of Vishnu in which he 
killed the demon Hiranyaaksha and lifted the earth from the flood water where it had 
vanished. According to some versions, this demon had hidden the earth in the bowls 
of the ocean. This extrication and resurrection of the earth is a symbolic way of saying 
that the Lord saves the creation from being submerged in the vast ocean of sins and 
evil. An Upanishad preached by Lord Varaaha appears in the Krishna Yajur Veda 
tradition as its 30" Upanishad. The female aspect of Varaaha is known as Goddess 
Vaaraahi. 


^Narsingh or Nrisingh: Lord Nrisingh or Narsingh is the half lion and half man 
incarnation of Lord Vishnu to slay the demon Hiranyakashipu who had been 
tormenting Prahalad, his son, because the latter worshipped and had devotion for Lord 
Vishnu whom the demon loathed. After having killed the demon, Nrisingh started 
roaming in the forests, striking terror in the hearts of all the creatures. It was then that 
Shiva, the universal Lord who has been honoured with the epithet of *Mahadev' as he 
is the greatest and supreme God, had assumed the form of Sharav, the killer, and 
liberated Vishnu from the body of Nrisingh. [Refer Sharav Upanishad of Atharva 
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Veda, verse no. 8.] Thus liberated, Vishnu had thanked him a lot (refer Sharav 
Upanishad of Atharva Veda, verse no. 19) and went to his divine abode called 
Vaikunth. So this ferocious form of Shiva known as Sharav was also called ‘Rudra’, 
the angry and ferocious form of the Lord. One can imagine the fight that might have 
raged between Nrisingh and Rudra, and obviously Rudra must have been more 
ferocious than Nrisingh in order to subdue the latter. 

This ‘half lion and half man’ form of the Lord is a visible image that has a 
cosmic counterpart as the ‘half man and half female’ manifestation of the Lord that is 
known as ‘Ardha-Narishwar’. This cosmic form of Brahm as Ardha-Narishwar has 
two components—the right half is depicted in iconography as being a male 
representing Shiva, the great God, the other half is female representing his divine 
Shakti known as Parvati or Uma. This Shakti represents the dynamic energy of Shiva. 
When this applies to Brahm, the male aspect refers to the Supreme Being himself 
while the female aspect applies to Maya which is the dynamic power that Brahm 
employed to initiate this magical creation. This depiction is basically envisioned to 
drive home the point that Brahm and Shakti are inseparable in the context of the 
creation of the world. This elementary method of reproduction is known as ‘asexual 
reproduction’ and is depicted by many asexual plants and animals even today. For 
instance, the one-celled amoeba reproduces itself by cleavage. On the other hand, if 
we were to regard Brahm in its purest form as the cosmic Consciousness, then Brahm 
would not need the other half of the Maya, and would only be one and universal entity 
which has no definite and describable form and shape, it has no characteristic 
features, attributes and qualities. This form of the sublime and most subtle Brahm is 
known as either the Hiranyagarbha or the Viraat Purush depending upon the level of 
subtlety and grossness which is assigned to it, the former being more subtle than the 
latter. 

The ‘lion’ part is a metaphor for the grand qualities of unmatched authority, 
stupendous strength, physical prowess and complete and unchallenged sway over the 
entire domain of creation just like a lion has over the forest and its inhabitant wild 
animals. This term is symbolic of the inherent stupendous might of the supreme 
Brahm as the unquestioned and powerful Lord of this forest-like world inhabited by 
myriad varieties of living beings, called the Jivas, just like a dense forest infested by 
wild animals. Similarly, the ‘man’ part symbolizes the fact that Brahm is the most 
highly placed Lord much like a human being who represents the highest level in the 
ladder of evolution. 

In other words, even as the lion is the unquestioned lord of the wilds and the 
man is of all the living beings, the supreme transcendental Brahm is the unquestioned 
Lord of all that exists with all its variations in this creation, whether in its primary 
form represented by the wild and primitive animals of the jungle or in its more 
evolved and developed form represented by the man, with all the other stages of 
creation included in between these two. 

Lord Nrisingh is the fourth incarnation of the Supreme Being who had taken 
various forms to ward off and overcome evil forces in creation when they become 
ascendant and overcame the good and the righteous. The Lord did this to maintain 
order in the creation which is like his offspring. 

So when one of his great devotees known as Prahalaad was being extremely 
tormented by his own father, the demon Hiranyakashipu, the Lord appeared as 
Nrisingh—or as a half lion and half man form—from the pillar to which the innocent 
lad was tied by the demon to prove to him the omnipresence and all-pervading form 
of the Supreme Being. Nrisingh is a personification of the grand virtues of dynamism, 
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power, energy, valour and strength, and hence is worshipped by warriors and rulers in 
general. The Mantra of this Lord is believed to be very powerful and effective against 
enemies and opponents. 


*Vaaman or the Dwarf: This is the fifth incarnation of Vishnu and an ancient one, for 
it took place in Sata Yuga, the 1“ era of the 4-era cycle of creation and destruction 
according to Hindu scriptures. The Sata Yuga is also called the age of the Vedas as it 
was during this epoch the ancient scriptures known as the Vedas came into being and 
their hymns were primarily used to perform sacred fire sacrifices. 

Hence, being an ancient incarnation of Lord Vishnu, Vaaman finds mention in 
the Vedas too—e.g. in Shatpath Brahman, 1/1/5; Taitteriya Brahman, 1/6/1; and 
Taitteriya Sanhita, 2/1/3. 

When the great King Bali, the grandson of Prahalad for whom Vishnu had 
incarnated as Nrisingh, conquered the entire world and deprived Indra, the king of 
Gods who ruled over the heavens, Vishnu had taken the dwarfish form of a Brahmin 
mendicant to retrieve the heaven for Indra when he was requested by Aditi, the 
mother of Gods, to do so. He approached Bali, who was famous for his charities, as a 
'Vaaman' or a dwarf, and begged him for ground sufficient enough to be covered by 
his three small steps. When the unsuspecting Bali agreed, Vaaman measured the 
entire earth and the nether world with one step, the heaven with the second step, and 
for the third step he measured Bali's own head symbolizing the crown of the kingdom 
of Bali. 

To wit, when Bali found that he was cornered as he could not fulfil the word 
given to a Brahmin, because the land for the third step was not available, he offered 
himself to be tied and enslaved by Lord Vaaman as a punishment for unfulfilled vow. 
So Lord Vaaman gracefully put his third step on Bali's head, which though appeared 
to be a punishment but was actually a blessing in disguise. 

From then onwards, Lord Vishnu is also called ‘Trivikram’—one who 
conquered the three worlds in three steps. 

However, the Lord was very pleased with Bali's principles of keeping one's 
words even at the cost of allowing himself to be a slave of the Lord. So even though 
Lord Vaaman put his leg on Bali's head, thereby pushing him into the nether world, 
yet the Lord is so kind and gracious that he saw the injustice that was done to Bali, a 
magnanimous and righteous King who had stood firm in his vow of making charity, 
and never rescinded on his commitment inspite of losing his crown and self-respect. 

So therefore, the Lord made him the king of the nether world, and himself 
took up the job of protecting him there as his gate-keeper. This incarnation of Lord 
Vishnu is his fifth and followed the Nrisingh form which was the fourth. The idea 
behind this Vaaman incarnation is that even the most humble looking man, 
represented by the diminutive Vaaman in this story, can indeed have the stupendous 
power of the Spirit that even the most powerful gods and kings lack. 

An episode is narrated in Tulsidas’ epic ‘Ram Charit Manas’ where Jamvant, 
the old bear chief, refers to this incarnation of Lord Vaaman and says that at that time 
he (Jamvant) was young and in his youthful days, and that he had performed seven 
rounds (clockwise circumambulations) of the colossus form of Lord Vaaman to pay 
his homage to the latter. Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, Doha no. 29 
along with Chaupai line nos. 7-8 that precede it. 


°Parashuram: This is the sixth incarnation of Vishnu. Parashuram was the youngest of 
the five sons of sage Jamdaagni and his wife Renuka. He had subdued the haughty 
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Kshatriya race or the warrior race led by king Kaartavirya who had become tyrannical 
and were oppressing others. The story goes that once Jamdagni doubted the infidelity 
of his wife Renuka and therefore asked his sons to behead her. The four sons refused 
and were cursed by him, but Parashuram did as told. The father was pleased and 
asked Parashuram to request for a boon, upon which the latter requested that his 
mother be revived, his brothers be pardoned, and Jamdagni should discard his angry 
temperament. The father agreed to all. 

Jamdagni was killed by Shursena, the son of Kaartavirya-Arjuna, because the 
sage had refused to hand over the celestial cow known as Kapila to him. Extremely 
peeved by the Kshatriya race to which this king belonged, Parashuram vowed to 
eliminate the entire race from the surface of the earth as a revenge for the killing of 
his father. This was the reason why Parashuram had fought and killed thousands of 
Kshatriya to avenge the killing of his father by Kaartavirya-Arjuna. 


"Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Doha no. 121 along with Chaupai line nos. 6-8 
that precede it.] 
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This fellow (i.e. Ravana) was very wicked and evil, was always hostile to the gods, 
was very passionate and lustful, was highly greedy and rapacious, was engrossed in 
pursuit of his sensual pleasures, and was haughty, arrogant and angry by nature. (9) 


He was an epitome of sins, vices and evil, yet he attained an exalted stature by 
attaining salvation and emancipation at the time of his death—this singular 
achievement by him has left us amazed and full of wonderment’. (10) 


[Note—'To wit, we are astonished that such a sinful creature as Ravana seemed to be 
would be so fortunate and blessed that he would attain an abode so near to your holy 
feet that made him achieve an honourable and exalted stature that is equivalent to 
your own holy state of existence. Forsooth, this has perplexed us and left us 
wondering, as to how it came about, and how lucky and blessed Ravana indeed was. 

This single development has shown us without doubt how exceptionally 
benevolent, forgiving, kind, gracious, magnanimous and compassionate you really 
are, that you would forgive Ravana for all his misdemeaours and mischief, and 
instead grant his soul the rare privilege of attaining deliverance, salvation and 
emancipation. It’s a rare achievement for Ravana; it’s an objective for which the 
greatest of sages, ascetics and hermits undertake the severest of spiritual practices, but 
rarely succeed in achieving. Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, (i) Chaupai line 
no. 9 that precedes Doha no. 103; and (ii) Doha no. 104 along with Chanda line nos. 
3-4 that precede it. ] 
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We gods, though entitled to attain your holy abode and to be closest to you (i.e. attain 
deliverance, emancipation and salvation by reaching higher echelons of spiritual 
attainment rather than being contented with being a 'god'), as we are deemed to 
superior to and more able than all others in this creation, yet it is so unfortunate a 
paradox that (due to the influence of Maya, or delusions) we miss this opportunity, as 
we are driven more by self-interests and less by spiritual objectives, which in its turn 
has led us astray by distracting us so much that we have neglected having full and 
exemplary level of devotion for your holy Self’. (11) 


Instead of attaining beatitude and eternal bliss, we remain trapped in the flow of the 
world by remaining engrossed in worldly affairs as its Regulatory Authorities. 

Oh Lord! We seek the shelter of your holy feet and request you to grant us 
your grace so that we can be protected from falling in the trap of delusions like 
ordinary creatures do.” (12) 


[Note—'This goes to the credit of the gods that at least they acknowledged their 
shortcomings. From the perspective of the Upanishads, these gods are manifestations 
of the various aspects of creation and the forces that govern its functioning. From the 
macrocosmic point of view, these gods represent various aspects or facets of Nature 
and the forces that regulate their functioning in a proper and systematic way, while 
from the microcosmic perspective they represent the various aspects of an individual 
creature's nature. 

For instance, the Sun God is responsible for giving light and energy to this 
world at the macro level, and the same God is responsible for enabling a creature to 
see things as he is the patron god of sight at the individual's level, the micro level of 
creation. 

Another example is that of Indra. From the macrocosmic perspective, Indra is 
the King of heaven and of the gods, and he is a personified form of an Authority who 
drives all the cosmic forces that control the functioning of the world. However, from 
the microcosmic perspective, Indra derives his name from the word “indri”, meaning 
the sense organs of a living being which helps the individual to interact with the 
world. Therefore, Indra in the latter case would be a deity that controls all the senses 
and their respective organs in a living being's body, and would reflect their natural 
habits and characters. 

The ultimate spiritual goal of all living beings is to attain deliverance, 
emancipation and salvation for their souls, which entitles a spiritual seeker to attain 
eternal peace, bliss, rest, beatitude and felicity. This state of existence is not the way 
gods live in heaven; the gods are busy in enjoying their privileges and guarding their 
realms of influence. If they fear someone is trying to overstep their domain, they get 
upset. 

In short, the gods don't enjoy spiritual bliss and peace though they live in 
heaven, in the way they could have done or are expected to do, by the virtue of being 
close to Divinity represented by Lord Vishnu, the Supreme Being. 
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So in a way they are less privileged than Ravana who had attained deliverance, 
emancipation and salvation by having his soul merge with the Supreme Soul of this 
creation personified as Lord Ram—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, 
Chaupai line no. 9 that precedes Doha no. 103. 


^The Gods prayed to Lord Ram that since they are simply obeying the Lord's 
command, which is to carry out their respective duties of regulating the different 
functions and aspects of this vast and varied creation, so they be excused if they make 
some mistakes and transgressions here and there during the course of their lives. The 
Lord should forgive them, and bless them with his grace and mercy. ] 
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After the Gods and the Siddhas (mystics; the attained ones) had thus offered their 
prayers to Lord Ram, they stood aside where they were, each of them joining his 
palms as a gesture of respect and reverence for Lord Ram. 

Then the creator Brahma came forward to offer his obeisance to Lord Ram by 
praying to him with a lot of affection and a thrilled body. (Doha no. 110) 


(ii) Sub-section 21.1.2: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Doha no. 112 
along with Chaupai line nos. 1-8 that precede it: 


After the Gods and the creator Brahma had said their respective prayers honouring 
Lord Ram and paying their obeisance to him, the late king Dasrath, the worldly father 
of Lord Ram and the erstwhile king of Ayodhya, who had assumed a spirit form after 
his death, came to the battle-field to bless Lord Ram in the role of the latter being 
Dasrath's son, as well as to seek the Lord's blessings and grace for being the Supreme 
Being himself personified. 
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On that occasion, Dasrath (the erstwhile king of Ayodhya and Lord Ram's worldly 
father, who was now in a spirit form after his death), came there (at Lord Ram's camp 
on the fringes of the battle-field of Lanka). 
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When he beheld his son, his eyes were filled with tears (of excess of joy and 
delight, of overflowing love and affection)'. (1) 


Lord Ram, together with his younger brother (Laxman) and wife (Sita), paid their 
obeisance to their father, at which the latter blessed the three of them’. (2) 


[Note—'It was a natural emotional reaction of a loving father to see his beloved son 
emerging victorious in a war, against all odds. At the time of his death, Dasrath had 
died longing to see Lord Ram after he left the city of Ayodhya for the forest; Dasrath 
had wailed and lamented most gravely, feeling guilty that he had been the of causing 
so much suffering to Lord Ram, his wife Sita, and his brother Laxman, by compelling 
them to go to the forest for 14 long years# just to honour a word that the king had 
given to his queen Kaikeyi some long time ago, and which she exploited for her self- 
interest, which was to make her own son Bharat the heir apparent and the regent of 
Ayodhya*, instead of Lord Ram, the eldest of the four brothers, who had the natural 
right to get the crown and ascend the throne of the kingdom. 

{#Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-3 that 
precede Doha no. 33; Chaupai line nos. 1-2 that precede Doha no. 34; Doha no. 38 
along with Chaupai line no. 1 that follows it; Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha 
no. 153—to Doha no. 155. 

*Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-3 that precede 
Doha no. 29.} 

Dasrath was overwhelmed with delight and love. He had tears of joy that also 
indicated emotions of affection that overflowed in his heart. 


*When late king Dasrath's spirit saw Lord Ram, Sita and Laxman bowing before it 
and paying their obeisance to their late father, it, i.e. the ‘spirit of Dasrath', blessed 
them all.] 
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Lord Ram said to Dasrath, *My dear father (tata)! It is due to the good rewards 
accruing to you for the auspicious deeds that you had done in life that I, your son, 
have been blessed to be able to vanquish the king of the demon race who was 
otherwise invincible and difficult to overcome." (3) 


Hearing such polite and gracious words of his son (Lord Ram), words that showed no 
trace of anger or regret at all that had happened, Dasrath was overwhelmed with 
affections; his love and adoration for the Lord increased manifold times so much so 
that tears began flowing from his eyes and his body became thrilled’. (4) 


[Note—'This is a polite and modest way of Lord Ram for honoring Dasrath. The Lord 
gives credit to his father's good deeds and their accrued rewards that stood in good 
stead for him during the war. The gracious Lord does not take any credit himself for 
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the victory over Ravana and the powerful demon army, but owes the victory to his 
father’s blessings like a good and obedient son. Lord Ram's courteousness is 
exemplary here. He shows no rancour and ill-will towards his father for sending him 
to the forest for 14 years, for the Lord knew that Dasrath was bound by his words of 
honour that he had given to Kaikeyi, that he had lamented and repented for those 
words but couldn’t help, and that he had done his best to stop the Lord from going to 
the forest even till the last moment, fainting repeatedly out of grief and shock. 

{Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, (i) Chaupai line no. 8 that 
precedes Doha no. 76—to Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 78; (11) Chaupai 
line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 79; (iii) Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 
81—to Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 82.} 


?This shows that Dasrath’s “spirit” had assumed a visible form when it appeared 
before the Lord on the battle-field. Dasrath appeared alongside other gods, and he had 
a divine form like these gods. It is because at the time of his death, Dasrath had gone 
to heaven where the gods live—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Doha 
no. 155. 

He had watched the proceedings alongside the gods, and when they came to 
pray to Lord Ram he too accompanied them.] 
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Lord Raghupati (i.e. Lord Ram) remembered his father's extreme level of love for 
him (and that it was due to this outstanding love that Dasrath had died in grief of 
separation when the Lord had left for the forest). He glanced at his father Dasrath very 
affectionately and graced the latter with sound ‘Gyan (gyanay'!. (5) 


[Lord Shiva, who was narrating this Story to goddess Uma, his divine consort, told 
her—] Uma, Dasrath did not attain Moksha (deliverance, emancipation and salvation; 
eternal beatitude and felicity, bliss and peace of the soul) because though he had 
unquestioned devotion for Lord Ram and loved him, it was because he treated the 
latter as ‘his son’ rather than as a ‘personified form of the Supreme Being’. Dasrath 
had a deluded or a distorted view of devotion for Lord Ram, which prevented him 
from attaining final deliverance and beatitude for his soul’. 

[By providing ‘Gyan’, Lord Ram removed this delusion in the mind of 
Dasrath, entitling him to attain final peace for his soul. For a truly realized soul, there 
is no such thing as having ‘tears in eyes and body being thrilled’ for any cause 
whatsoever. Since Dasrath showed these signs, he was not enlightened enough before 
Lord Ram gave him the necessary wisdom. ] (6) 
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Verily, those who worship the Lord in his visible form (sagunopasaka) find bliss in 
this form of devotion for the Lord, and therefore they have no desire to attain Moksha 
(moccha na lehim; i.e. deliverance, emancipation and salvation; beatitude and 
felicity; merger of the individual’s soul with the cosmic Supreme Soul). 

To such devotees who prefer to worship and have devotion for the visible and 
known form of the Supreme Being, the Lord grants such devotees their wish by 
gracing them with the boon of having devotion for his visible form (rather than his 
cosmic invisible form)". (7) 


[Since Dasrath preferred to have devotion for the visible form of the Supreme Being, 
rather than for the Lord’s cosmic and invisible form known as Brahm, the cosmic 
transcendental Consciousness that is formless and without attributes, Lord Ram 
fulfilled his father’s wish by granting him an abode in the heaven where Lord Vishnu, 
the primary form of Lord Ram, lives.] 

Dasrath repeatedly bowed his head before the Lord and cheerfully went to the 
heaven where exalted Gods live (dasaratha harasi ga'e suradhama). 

[More specifically, Dasrath went to Vaikuntha, the abode of Lord Vishnu, the 
Supreme Being. It is because Lord Ram himself would go back to Vaikuntha after his 
obligations in this world were fulfilled. There, Dasrath hoped to meet his ‘son’ Lord 
Ram once again when the Lord resumes his primary form as Lord Vishnu. In this 
form, Dasrath wished to shower his love upon Lord Ram by way of worshipping and 
having devotion for Lord Vishnu.] (8) 


[Note—'To wit, Lord Ram granted Dasrath spiritual knowledge that made the latter 
understand who the Lord was, that no one is anybody's son or father, that all such 
relationships are limited to the gross mortal world, that the soul has no relations, that 
love and affections, grief and joy etc. are matters of mortal world and not of the 
spiritual world, that every creature suffers or enjoys because of his own deeds, that 
dispassion and renunciation are the best virtues for a wise, enlightened and self- 
realised person. And therefore, Dasrath ought not to regret at all. 

Lord Ram further enlightened Dasrath that life in heaven is not the final goal 
or destination of the soul; at best it may be a sort of a rest-house where the soul tarries 
for a while before moving ahead on its journey. So then what should be the goal that 
Dasrath should aim at? It is attainment of emancipation and salvation by merging the 
individual's soul with the Supreme Soul of creation known as the Parmatma, a goal 
that grants eternal rest, peace, bliss, beatitude and felicity to the living being. 

This final destination of the soul is called *Moksha'—it is a destination for 
eternal rest, from where there is no return to the cycle of birth and death with its 
attendent miseries in this mundane gross world. 


^To wit, Dasrath's devotion and love for Lord Ram was based on an erroneous 
premise from the perspective of spiritualism and metaphysics. Dasrath was deluded; 
he thought that Lord Ram was his 'son', and he loved and adored and died in grief of 
his ‘son’. Had he been wise and enlightened as he should have been, he would have 
remained dispassionate towards and detached from the physical world, and would 
rather have devoted his time and efforts in meditating upon the divine form of Lord 
Ram, worshipping him and paying his homage to the Lord, feeling privileged to have 
the Supreme Being living so close to him. Dasrath would not have died weeping and 
wailing for his ‘son Ram’ because he would have understood that Lord Ram is not his 
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‘son’ but the ‘Supreme Being in the form of Ram’, that the Lord has come down to 
honour the wishes of the gods and mother earth to eliminate the evil demons, and 
therefore there was no reasonable cause to lament and weep when the Lord went to 
the forest as part of his divine mission. 

This is what is meant by saying that Dasrath had a deluded or a distorted view 
of devotion for Lord Ram, which prevented him from attaining final deliverance of 
his soul; it prevented him from attaining emancipation, salvation, beatitude and 
eternity for his soul, and made him live in heaven instead. 


?^To wit, the bliss, beatitude and felicity that is attained by the soul on attaining 
emancipation and salvation when the individual’s soul merges and becomes one with 
the cosmic form of the Soul, the Supreme Soul or the Parmatma, which is known as 
attaining ‘Moksha of the soul’, because then the soul finds eternal peace and bliss as it 
does not have to return to the cycle of birth and death in this gross world, does not 
seem attractive to those who derive happiness and joy in worshipping the Lord’s 
physical and visible form. So the Lord too prefers not to insist in giving them 
knowledge of the form of devotion that relates to the invisible form of the Lord. 

There are two types of devotees of Lord God—one who is called ‘Saguna 
Bhakta’, i.e. a devotee who worships the form of the Lord that has a describable and 
verifiable physical form, a form that is visible and has certain attributes; the other is 
the *Nirguna Bhakta’, i.e. a devotee who worships the cosmic form of the Lord that is 
invisible, all-pervading and without specific attributes. 

The cosmic form of the Lord God is known as Brahm; it is nothing but pure 
cosmic Consciousness that has a universal existence; this is ‘Nirguna Brahm’. When 
the same cosmic Consciousness assumes a visible and known form at the micro level 
of creation, it is known as ‘Saguna Brahm’. 


^Dasrath fell into the latter category, one who worshipped the Saguna form of Brahm 
as Lord Ram. So therefore, though Lord Ram first graced Dasrath with knowledge 
pertaining to Moksha of his soul, known as granting of ‘Gyan’, or granting of ‘truthful 
knowledge; gnosis', Dasrath did not wish to have it. Hence, in deference to his 
father's wishes, the Lord sent him to his own abode in the heaven, known as 
‘Vaikuntha’, the abode of Lord Vishnu. There, Dasrath would have ample opportunity 
to fulfill his desire to shower abundance of love and affection on Lord Ram, to make 
up for its lack in this gross physical world because his desires were cut short by the 
fiat of fate and the cruel whip of destiny that brought about separation of Dasrath 
from his beloved son Lord Ram when the latter went to the forest. Dasrath wished that 
in the guise of loving his son Lord Ram, he would be actually worshipping and paying 
his obeisance to Lord Vishnu, the Supreme Being and the Lord of the world. 
This opportunity was more appealing to Dasrath than attaining Moksha.] 
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Lord Ram, the Lord of Kaushal (Ayodhya), looked adorable alongside his younger 
brother Laxman and wife Janki (Sita). 

When the Lord (or the king) of the gods, i.e. Indra, observed that the three 
were safe and happy, he felt exhilarated in his heart and mind; lauding their charming 
forms and extolling Lord Ram’s virtues and glories, he offered his prayers to the 
Lord. (Doha no. 112) 


(iii) Sub-section 21.1.3: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Doha no. 113— 
to Doha no. 114: 
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After saying his prayers, Indra said to Lord Ram: ‘Lord, please glance at me 
gracefully for once, and then, oh merciful Lord, tell me what I should do.’ 

Hearing these pleasing words of Indra, the Lord, who is benevolent and 
compassionate towards those who are meek and miserable, said --- (Doha no. 113) 
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Lord Ram requested Indra, the king of gods, as follows: *Listen oh king of gods 
(sunu surapati)! Our monkey and bear warriors, who were killed by the demons, are 
lying on the ground in the battle-field. (1) 


They had laid down their lives for my sake. So I request you, the able and wise king 
of gods (surésa sujana)!, to make them come back to life once again.” (2) 


[Note—'Lord Ram reminded Indra that he must remember that these monkeys and 
bears were not ordinary creatures, but off-springs of the gods, for the gods had 
decided to come down to earth and assume the forms of monkeys and bears to help 
Lord Vishnu when he manifests himself as Lord Ram in order to eliminate the cruel 
demons and their king Ravana on the request of these same gods as well as mother 
earth. {Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Doha no. 187—to Chaupai line no. 5 
that precedes Doha no. 188.} 

So therefore, it was Indra's moral obligation to revive these monkeys and 
bears, as they had laid down their lives actually for the sake of the gods and mother 
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earth, as much as it was of Lord Ram’s because it was he who had been instrumental 
in leading the campaign of eliminating the demons by bringing these monkeys and 
bears to the battle-field of Lanka to give effect to the fulfillment of the wishes of the 
gods and mother earth. 


“Indra, being the Lord of heaven and the gods, had access to Amrit, the elixir of life. 
He is also the ‘god who controls rains’. Hence, what Lord Ram wanted Indra to do, 
and which Indra indeed did, was to rain Amrit on the battle-field so that the monkeys 
and bears, who lay as if dead on the ground, could be revived. 

Indra had prayed to Lord Ram and asked him if he could do anything for the 
latter, at which the Lord asked him shower a rain of Amrit so that those warriors who 
had laid down their lives for his cause can be revived. 

So what happened? Indra rained down Amrit from the sky, and all the 
wounded and dead monkeys and bears got up instantly as if nothing had happened to 
them. The result was that Lord Ram’s army had the same number of monkeys and 
bears at the end of the war as it had at the start, which in turn means that when this 
colossus army returned to its home place in Kishkindha, no one amongst their kith 
and kin had any cause to grieve and lament at losing their dear ones in any war. The 
army returned victorious from a campaign that would make them legendary and 
famous in history, with the crown of gallantry and valour and courage and daring 
adoring their proud heads. Their marvelous and glorious exploits during the war of 
Lanka became fabled and legendary for their rare achievements; the individual 
warriors became objects of great adulation and honour throughout the kingdom of 
Kishkindha; they were lauded and applauded wherever they went; their families 
became singularly proud of them and did not tire asking them to recount the awe- 
inspiring events that unfolded in that far-away land across the ocean. 

To wit, Lord Ram, the Lord who is graceful, compassionate, merciful and 
kind, as well as very prudent and wise, did not give anyone in Kishkindha a chance to 
complain and regret that one of their kith and kin had lost his life for the Lord in a war 
that did not concern them directly, for every single monkey and bear, who had left 
Kishkindha to join the army of Lord Ram, returned safe and sound to his homeland. 
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[The saintly crow Kaagbhusund, who was one of the other chief narrators of this 
wonderful Story of *Ram Charit Manas' besides Lord Shiva, told his listener Garud, 
the celestial Eagle and the king of birds as well as the mount of Lord Vishnu, who had 
come to the hermitage of the saint to hear this Story being told’, as follows:-] 


‘Listen oh king of birds (sunu khagesa)! These words of Lord Ram (asking Indra to 
revive the fallen monkeys and bears) were profoundly mysterious and intriguing. 
Their true import and full of meaning is known only to enlightened and wise sages”. 


(3) 
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Lord Ram has the authority and the ability to make anyone live after he has died’, but 
he only wished to give some credit and honour to Indra (known also as ‘Sakra’) by 
asking him to revive the fallen monkeys and bears.’ (4) 


[Note—'The whole conversation betwixt Kaagbhusund and Garud form the subject 
matter of the second half of the seventh Canto of Ram Charit Manas, known as Uttar 
Kand. It is narrated in Uttar Kand, from Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 
63—to Doha no. 125. 


^Why is Lord Ram's request to Indra to revive the monkeys and bears so mysterious 
and intriguing that only a few selected sages would know its true meaning? 

The answer is given by Kaagbhusund himself in the very next verse no. 4. 

Ordinary people think that Lord Ram was a human being, and so he lacked the 
mystical ability needed to revive those who were dead, and so he asked Indra to do it 
for him. But wise sages understand why the Lord did not do it himself—it was 
because Lord Ram wished to play his role as a human being to perfection; he did not 
want raise eyebrows by doing something that can be called a miracle, especially 
openly when everyone was watching. 

Besides this factor, Lord Ram wished to give Indra his due share of the glory, 
to thank him for sending his own chariot to help the Lord in the war against Ravana, 
and to honour Indra's authority as the king of gods. By reviving the monkeys and 
bears Indra would be remembered in history for this noble deed, and his act would 
make him share the joy of helping Lord Vishnu to reinstate all those who had 
sacrificed their lives for a greater and nobler cause of the gods and mother earth, 
which was the elimination of the cruel demons and restoring the law of Dharma in 
this world. 

Being all-able Lord of the world, it was a noble gesture for Lord Ram to let 
Indra get the credit of reviving the fallen heroes of this epic war; those who are great 
and exalted Lords do not hesitate to give credit to those who are junior or subordinate 
to them for doing some good deed that can grant the latter some sort of recognition 
and satisfaction of being helpful to their Lord. 

Hence, Lord Ram wished to give Indra some sort of satisfaction of being 
helpful to him and contributing to fulfillment of the Lord's wish by reviving the 
monkeys and bears, for the Lord himself had done a lot for the sake of the gods and 
mother earth, and Indra, being the king of gods, owed so much to Lord Ram. 


*Lord Ram has himself reiterated this ability of his on two occasions. The first was 
when he asked Jatau, the vulture who had laid down his life trying to save Sita, that 1f 
he so wished, the Lord can grant him eternal life—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, 
Aranya Kand, Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 31. 

The second occasion was when he asked Baali, the elder brother of Sugriv and 
the king of Kishkindha, that if he wished to live then the Lord can grant him an 
eternal life—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, Chaupai line no. 2 that 
precedes Doha no. 10.] 
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Indra rained down Amrit (the ambrosia of life) on the battle-field, thereby bringing to 
life the monkeys and bears. They got up instantly and cheered. Then all of them came 
to where Lord Ram was. (5) 


The Amrit was showered all over the battle-field, over both the warring armies, but 
only the bears and monkeys were revived, and not the demons. (6) 


The reason why the demons could not be revived was that their mind and heart had 
been so focused on Lord Ram (because they thought of nothing but the Lord all 
through the war) that they lost awareness of everything else, becoming exclusively 
focused on the Lord’. 

The spiritual benefit that naturally accrued to them as a result of this 
involuntary focusing of their mind and heart on Lord Ram was that they souls attained 
the fruit of deliverance from this world; they became entitled to obtain emancipation 
and salvation. Hence, all their worldly ties that would have otherwise attached their 
souls to this mortal world were snapped, as a result of which they found liberation 
from this world and attained eternal beatitude and felicity; they attained Mukti’. (7) 


The monkeys and bears were born from fractions of different gods, and so they could 
be allowed to die (as it would bereave the gods). Therefore, Lord Ram so wished that 
they be revived and brought back to life’. (8) 


[Note—'The demons on the one hand, and the monkeys and the bears on the other 
hand, had very opposite thoughts in their minds. While the monkeys and bears were 
always thinking and talking about their chief enemy Ravana, the demons on the other 
hand were thinking and talking of Lord Ram. This was very important from the 
perspective of spiritualism—because constant remembrance of Lord Ram was 
tantamount to doing contemplation and meditation on the Lord’s divine form and 
name, which in its turn rewarded the demons with the benefit of deliverance of their 
souls. Hence, the fallen demon warriors had become entitled to attain emancipation 
and salvation by constantly thinking about Lord Ram because the Lord was a 
personified form of the Supreme Being. 

We ought to note here that this is also the chief reason that Ravana too 
attained deliverance at the time of his death by having his soul merge with the 
Supreme Soul represented by Lord Ram—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, 
Chaupai line no. 9 that precedes Doha no. 103. 

On the other hand, the monkeys and bears missed this chance as they had 
focused their attention on their enemy Ravana. But there is a marvelous spin to this 
development—and it is this: since Ravana himself was so blessed and honoured that 
his soul was accepted by Lord Ram himself and given an abode right where the 
Lord’s own Soul was, some sort of reward became due to these poor monkeys and 
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bears too for being focused on someone, in this case Ravana, whom Lord Ram had 
himself given such high honour. 

The second reason for the monkeys and bears becoming entitled to some kind 
of reward was that they had laid down their lives serving Lord Ram and the noble 
cause for which this war was fought. Hence, Lord Ram rewarded them with a new 
life; the Lord entitled them to have glory and fame for winning a great war. 

Thirdly, the Lord also did not want them to die because that would mean 
bereaving countless families in Kishkindha, something the merciful Lord couldn’t 
bear to happen. 


“It has been recorded earlier that Lord Ram had ensured that the demon commanders 
who came face to face with him were provided with the spiritual reward of attaining 
his heavenly abode—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-6 
that precede Doha no. 45. It is clearly explained here “why Lord Ram granted them 
this exalted stature”: it is because these demons remembered the Lord and his holy 
name ‘Ram’ constantly, albeit not as a friend or a revered deity but as someone hostile 
to them, but nevertheless they did it, and this entitled them to receive its natural 
reward. 

So when it came to deciding the fate of the fallen demon warriors in the battle- 
field, Lord Ram thought if he had been so gracious and kind as to grant an abode in 
heaven to the demon commanders, then he ought to extend this privilege to the 
ordinary demon soldiers too as they were merely following their duty of obeying their 
commanders, and had no personal animosity with the Lord. Not sending them to 
heaven would be tantamount to doing injustice to these poor fellows. Since Lord Ram 
was very mindful of his obligations to one and all, he decided that these ordinary 
demon warriors would go to his abode as well. 


Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Doha no. 187—to Chaupai line no. 5 that 
precedes Doha no. 188. 

This is another primary reason why Lord Ram wished that the monkeys and 
bears be brought back to life, besides the reasons cited herein above.] 
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Verily indeed, for sooth and without any gainsay, who is so kind, gracious, 
benevolent and mindful of the welfare of those who are humble and lowly as Lord 
Ram is, for the Lord provided ‘Mukti’, i.e. liberation from sufferings that are part of 
life in this mortal gross world and deliverance from the cycle of transmigration, to 
even the ordinary demons, not one or two or more selected ones from amongst the 
demon hordes, but all of them en masse! (9) 


Not to mention the meek and humble ordinary demon warriors, the most kind and 
gracious Lord Ram took care of even the vilest of them, the demon king Ravana who 
was very wicked, passionate and lustful, and epitomized all that can be categorized as 
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being evil, vile and sins combined, by granting his soul access to a destination which 
even great sages, hermits and ascetics find it difficult to attain’. (10) 


[Note—'Ravana was the leader and the king of the demons, and from the perspective 
of what cruelty he inflicted on the creatures of this world and the terror he unleashed 
on it, he can be called the ‘king of all that is categorized as sin, vile and evil’. But 
inspite of all these transgressions of the Law of Dharma, Lord Ram was so merciful as 
to forgive him and accept his soul within his own Self, which in meaningful terms 
translated into granting Ravana’s soul the rare privilege of achieving its merger with 
the cosmic supreme Soul of creation represented by Lord Ram himself, thereby 
providing a superior destination to Ravana befitting his stature as the ‘king of the 
demons’. This merger of Ravana’s soul with the cosmic Soul represented by Lord 
Ram ended forever the cycle of transmigration for him, and provided him with the 
spiritual reward of emancipation and salvation that granted him eternal beatitude and 
felicity and bliss. {Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 9 that 
precedes Doha no. 103.} 

This privilege is rare even for the greatest of sages, hermits and ascetics to 
attain, and this is what they all aim for. ] 
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sumana barasi saba sura cale cadhi cadhi rucira bimana. 
dekhi su'avasara prabhu pahim aya'u sambhu sujana. 114 (a). 
parama priti kara jori juga nalina nayana bhari bari. 

pulakita tana gadagada giram binaya karata tripurari. 114 (b). 


The assembled gods were elated and thrilled; they showered flowers upon the Lord 
from the sky. Then mounted their respective vehicles and went their way. 

After the gods had gone their way, the wise and erudite Lord Shiva found that 
it was a good opportunity to approach Lord Ram; so Shiva came near the Lord (to 
offer his prayers to him)'. (Doha no. 144-a) 


He was overwhelmed with excess of affection for Lord Ram. Joining the palms of his 
hands, with tears filling his lotus-like eyes, body thrilled and the voice choked with 
emotions, Lord Tripurari (Shiva)? offered his obeisance and prayers to Lord Ram. 
(Doha no. 144-b) 


[Note—'Lord Shiva loved and adored Lord Ram and held the latter very dear to his 
heart; Shiva worshipped Lord Ram, revered him, treated the latter has his chosen 
deity, and used Lord Ram's holy name *Ram' as a Mantra (a divine spiritual formula) 
for the purpose of chanting and doing meditation with. In fact, the whole Story of 
‘Ram Charit Manas’ which we are currently reading, was conceived by Lord Shiva in 
his Mana (heart and mind) during mediation and contemplation. There is no other 
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God who reveres Lord Ram more and knows the secrets of the Lord as Shiva does. 

{Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, (i) Chaupai line nos. 3, 8 that 
precede Doha no. 19; (ii) Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes Doha no. 29; (iii) Chaupai 
line no. 11 that precedes Doha no. 35; (iv) Doha no. 46 and Chaupai line no. 3 that 
precedes it; (v) Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 108.} 

So, Lord Shiva wished to approach his beloved Lord Ram when the crowd of 
gods had gone away, so that he can keep his emotions secret from them all. Lord 
Shiva is a patron deity of ascetics; he did not wish to advertise his adoration and 
worship of Lord Ram, as he believed in keeping such relationships as that exist 
betwixt a devotee and his revered Lord something personal and free from prying eyes 
of the world, as broadcasting such private emotions would undermine their depth and 
sincerity. A true devotee does not seek praise or adulation for his spiritual efforts; he 
wishes to keep it to himself, a private affair. 

We have read that the gods have been called 'selfish'—apropos: Chaupai line 
no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 110. So therefore, if Lord Shiva had joined their ranks to 
offer his prayers and thanks to Lord Ram, he would have fallen in the trap of aligning 
himself with these ‘selfish gods’. Hence, Shiva, being ‘wise and erudite’, thought it 
prudent to wait till the other gods had gone away before he would come to pay his 
personal respects to his beloved Lord Ram. This would also give Shiva an opportunity 
to develop immediate rapport with the Lord he worships, and at the same time Lord 
Ram too would be able to share a private moment with his devotee Shiva. 

Remember: There was a unique relationship between the two of them; Lord 
Ram too worshipped Shiva as much as Shiva worshipped the Lord. This is amply 
made clear by Lord Ram himself when he worshipped Shiva at the start of his 
campaign of Lanka. {Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Doha no. 2 along 
with Chaupai line nos. 2-8 that precede it.} 

Hence, Lord Shiva wished to thank Lord Ram for this gracious gesture and 
declaration of the latter’s affection and respect for him by deciding to approach Lord 
Ram when the crowd of gods had gone away and the Lord would be alone. 


*Lord Shiva is called ‘Tripurari’ for two primary reasons: One is that he had 
vanquished a demon named ‘Tripurasur’; and the second reason is it signifies that he 
is a vanquisher of all that is evil and sinful in ‘all the three divisions of the world, i.e. 
heaven, earth and the nether world, as well as its Lord’.] 


(iv) Sub-section 21.1.4: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line 
no. | that precedes Doha no. 116—to Doha no. 121: 


a0. aft fordt wa ay feet ida up Prone) fasitey ame t 9 u 
"Iz cuu fae me ye art obfer pug WY ATTA u 2 M 
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kari binati jaba sambhu sidha'e. taba prabhu nikata bibhisanu a’é. 1. 
na'i carana siru kaha mrdu bani. binaya sunahu prabhu saramgapani. 2. 


After Lord Shiva (sambhu) had offered his prayers and departed from the place, 
Vibhishan came to Lord Ram. (1) 
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He bowed his head before the holy feet of the Lord and said in a pleasing voice: ‘Oh 
Lord who holds the Sarang Bow. Please listen to my humble request. (2) 
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sakula sadala prabhu ravana maryo. pavana jasa tribhuvana bistaryo. 3. 
dina malina hina mati jati. mo para krpa kinhi bahu bhamti. 4. 


Oh Lord, you have eliminated Ravana with his horde of demons, an act that helped to 
spread and establish your fame and glory in all the three divisions of the world (i.e. 
everywhere in this world). (3) 


I was especially blessed with grace and kindness by your highness in all possible 
ways, inspite of my being most meek, humble and lowly, as well as being devoid of 
any goodness and virtues, and of a low birth as I am born in the demon race. (4) 
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sunata bacana mrdu dinadayala. sajala bha'e dvau nayana bisala. 8. 


Now oh Lord, please bless my household and consecrate it by paying a visit to it. 
Have a bath and refresh yourself a little, as I feel you must be tired after this grueling 
war. (5) 


Pay a visit to the treasury of our demon race; have a look at our homes and the rest of 
our properties. 

[To wit, I invite you to come and visit the city of Lanka to personally grace it 
now. You have been gracious enough to make me its king, but I feel something is 
missing as till now you have not once visited Lanka. Now that this city has a friendly 
king in my person, it will be in fitness of things that you come there as an honoured 
guest of mine. So please Lord, oblige me by your gracious presence in the city of 
Lanka even for a short while. This will give me excess of pleasure, and it will also 
enable the citizen to pay their respects to you as well.] 

After that, you can cheerfully (and without any bit of hesitation) give the 
monkeys (and bears) whatever you deem fit for them as a gift and reward for their 
effort and contribution. (6) 
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Oh Lord, I pray thee to please accept me unconditionally as one who is your very 
own, in all possible and imaginable ways. After that, proceed to Ayodhya, taking me 
along with you." (7) 


When Lord Ram heard these kind and gracious words of Vibhishan, he was very 
pleased; the Lord’s two wide eyes (which were like petals of the lotus flower) welled 
up with tears. (8) 


[Note—'Vibhishan wished to express his heartfelt gratitude to Lord Ram for not only 
extending his protection to him when his own brother Ravana was baying for his 
blood, but also making him the new king of Lanka. Usually it so happens that a 
conqueror appoints his own governor, which under normal circumstances Lord Ram 
could have easily done, and it was almost certain that the Lord would have chosen 
Sugriv, the king of the monkey race and the ruler of Kishkindha, for this role, because 
Sugriv’s crucial help had made it possible for Lord Ram to assemble the army which 
aided him in the war against Ravana and defeating the mighty demon forces. So to 
reward Sugriv with the governorship of Lanka, if not outright its kinghood, was a 
foregone conclusion. 

But Lord Ram desisted from doing it, and this refrain of the Lord of not 
appointing anyone else but Vibhishan as the new king of Lanka was not lost on the 
latter, and he recognized its significance. So therefore, Vibhishan wished to express 
his sincere thanks and highest gratitude to Lord Ram by inviting him to the city to 
grace it by his presence. 

And to express his thanks to Sugriv, Angad, Hanuman, Jamvant, Nala, Neela 
and other as senior commanders of the Lord’s army, as well as the rest of the 
monkeys and bears of the army who helped Lord Ram to win the war against Ravana, 
which in turn paved the way for Vibhishan being made the new king of the kingdom 
of Lanka, he requested Lord Ram to grant as much largesse as he wished to give as a 
reward to his friends in the monkey and bear army, from the rich treasury of Lanka. 

This offer of Vibhishan also shows that the kingdom of the demons was so 
rich and prosperous that even after the ruinous war a handsome treasury still survived. 

And there is another significant point worth noting: it is that after the final 
victory in the war, there was no plundering and looting and mad rampaging of Lanka 
by the conquerors—such was the exemplary discipline of Lord Ram, and such were 
the high principles of noble conduct followed during those ancient times! All 
aggressiveness and hostility and bitterness ended as soon as the war ended. All were 
friends once again. 

Vibhishan even offered to accompany Lord Ram to Ayodhya so that their 
mutual friendship can be further cemented. Perhaps this paved the way for trade and 
military ties and cultural exchanges between the three mighty kingdoms of the time, 
i.e. Ayodhya in the north, Kishkindha in the south, and island of Lanka further down 
in the middle of the ocean. ] 
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tora kosa grha mora saba satya bacana sunu bhrata. 
bharata dasa sumirata mohi nimisa kalpa sama jata. 116 (a). 
tapasa bésa gata krsa japata nirantara mohi. 

dékhaurh bégi so jatanu karu sakha nihora'um tohi. 116 (b). 


Lord Ram affectionately replied to Vibhishan: ‘Listen my dear brother (sunu 
bhrata)! I say truthfully that your treasury, your home and the rest of the things that 
you possess can be deemed to belong to me (because I regard you as my dear friend 
and brother: sakha, bhrata). 

But in the meanwhile, when I remember the (sad and miserable) condition of 
Bharat (my younger brother who lives in Ayodhya and grieves at my absence), even a 
fraction of a moment seems to be like an age for me. (Doha no. 116-a) 


He lives in a hermit’s attire; his body has become emaciated; and he constantly 
remembers me!. 

So therefore, my dear friend (sakha), I request you to make arrangements so 
that I can see him as soon as it is possible’. (Doha no. 116-b) 


[Note—'How did Lord Ram know the condition of Bharat? Well, it was Hanuman 
who gave a graphic description of how Bharat lived when he returned to Lord Ram 
with the herb sought for the treatment of wounded Laxman in the battle-field of 
Lanka. Hanuman had met Bharat on his way back from the northern mountains where 
he had gone searching for the herb. (Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, (1) Doha 
no. 55; (ii) Doha no. 58—to Doha no. 60.} 

And how did Bharat live? This question is answered in Ram Charit Manas, 
Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes Doha no. 324—to Doha no. 326. 


*Lord Ram deftly deflected Vibhishan's request to visit the city of Lanka and bless his 
family and citizens. One reason which the Lord gives in avoiding going to the city 
within the fort was that time was running out for him as he must reach his own city 
Ayodhya expeditiously, because if he delays for even a day then his dear brother 
Bharat would end his life. It's definitely true, because if the Lord had gone to the city 
then obviously there would be a grand royal ceremony and welcome formalities 
extended to him, which would consume precious time. Lord Ram wished to make 
haste to return, as is clear from his own words, and therefore expending time in things 
that could be avoided was a prudent way forward in the current exigency. 

Besides this reason, there was one other, and this second reason was cited by 
the Lord himself when he declined to attend the ceremony to crown Vibhishan on the 
throne of Lanka, and instead deputed his brother Laxman to represent him. The reason 
was this: that he had to keep the words of honour that he had given his father Dasrath, 
that he would live like a hermit for full 14 years in the forest, and a hermit is not 
supposed to visit a populated place, such as a city or a town or a village, especially to 
attend some ceremony or feast, or to be honoured and praised for some deed done. 
(Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-6 that precede Doha no. 
106.7 

Earlier too, during Sugriv's anointment on the throne of Kishkindha, Lord 
Ram declined to attend personally, and instead sent his younger brother Laxman to 
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represent him. {Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 9 that 
precedes Doha no. 11.} 

At that time too the Lord had explained to Sugriv the reason for his inability to 
attend his coronation personally, because he was bound not to visit any city for 14 
years while he lived in the forest. {Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, 
Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 12.} 

The third probable reason for Lord Ram avoiding to enter the city of Lanka 
was that he did not want a show around himself; he wished to avoid limelight and 
pomp and pageantry; he did not want that he be raised on a ceremonial pedestal at the 
head of a victory procession like a conquering general walking triumphantly to his 
vanquished subjects, the chances of which were ripe should he agree to visit the city 
of Lanka, as it was quite certain that Vibhishan would go out of his way, and bend 
over backwards, to shower praises and royal honours on the Lord as a gesture of his 
thanksgiving to him. Remember: Lord Ram was very modest and unpretentious; so it 
would be extremely embarrassing for him if this happened. 

And finally, it would be too embarrassing for Lord Ram, who was known for 
his virtues of upholding the laws of Dharma that deal with the principles of 
righteousness, probity and propriety, as well as for his gracefulness and equanimity, 
to enter a city the king of which he had just slayed and put his rival on the throne, as 
this unavoidable coincidence designed by Providence and a fiat of Fate had made 
Lord Ram highly uncomfortable with the development. It was certain that not 
everyone in the city of Lanka would appreciate Lord Ram’s actions, and though they 
had no choice but to keep their mouths shut under the changed situation, the Lord 
himself did not wish to offend them any more by visiting Lanka in a victory 
procession. ] 
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bitern avadhi ja'um jaum ji'ata na pava'um bira. 

sumirata anuja priti prabhu puni puni pulaka sarira. 116 (c). 
karehu kalpa bhari raju tumha mohi sumirehu mana mahim. 
puni mama dhama pa'ihahu jaham' santa saba jahirn. 116 (d). 


If I go there after the expiry of the term of my forest sojourn (which is exactly 14 
years) then it is certain that I won't find that brave one alive’. 

Lord Ram's body became thrilled with repeated waves of emotions which 
surged inside his heart when he remembered the exemplary level of affection his 
younger brother Bharat had for him. (Doha no. 116-c) 


Vibhishan, be blessed with a happy rule over your kingdom till the end of this Kalpa 
(one complete cycle of 4 eras known as Sata Yuga, Treta Yuga, Dwarpa Yuga and 
Kali Yuga), and always remember me. 

At the end of this period, you will go to my abode in the heaven where all 
saintly souls go.' (Doha no. 116-d) 
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[Note—'Refer: Ram Charit Manas, (i) Ayodhya Kand, Doha no. 313 along with 
Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes it; and (ii) Uttar Kand, Doha no. 1 along with 
Chaupai line nos. 1-8 that precede it. 

How many days were left for this period of 14 years of forest living by Lord 
Ram to end? Answer: Only one day was left—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Uttar 
Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 1. 

This is why Lord Ram was in a hurry to return to Ayodhya. 

And how did he manage to do it, to reach the far away Ayodhya within such a 
short span of time of one single day? Well, the Lord and his party reached Ayodhya in 
time as they rode the Pushpak Plane that Vibhishan inherited from Ravana. Refer: 
Ram Charit Manas, (a) Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 117; 
and Chaupai line nos. 1-6 that precede Doha no. 119; (b) Uttar Kand, Doha no. 4-a.] 
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caupa’. 


sunata bibhisana bacana rama ke. harasi gahe pada krpadhama ke. 1. 
banara bhalu sakala harasane. gahi prabhu pada guna bimala bakhane. 2. 


Hearing such gracious words of Lord Ram who was an embodiment of mercy and 
grace, Vibhishan felt exceedingly happy, and he fell down at the Lord's feet and 
clasped them affectionately. (1) 


The monkeys and bears too felt very happy and exhilarated; they too fell down and 
clasped the feet of Lord Ram to express their joy, and to extol his glories and virtues. 


(2) 


[Note—All those who heard Lord Ram explaining why he would not visit the city of 
Lanka were all praises for him; they felt so happy that the Lord was extremely 
gracious and modest and unpretentious that he would not like to be honoured and 
shown royal ceremony by visiting Lanka as a conquering general walking in a victory 
procession; that he was an upholder of the bond of brotherhood and recognized true 
worth of affection as was evident by his concern for Bharat, even though the latter 
was the apparent cause for the Lord's long sufferings and tribulations in the forest, 
because Bharat's mother Kaikeyi wanted that her son should become a king of 
Ayodhya instead of Lord Ram, and contrived a crooked means to have the Lord 
banished to the forest for 14 years so that Bharat could reinforce his grip over the 
affairs of the mighty kingdom during the Lord's absence. But it was so singularly 
noble and glorious for Lord Ram not to pay heed to the intrigues of Kaikeyi, and 
instead see the truthfulness and depth of Bharat's love for him. 

Verily indeed, forsooth and without gainsay, all those present at the time 
celebrated and rejoiced that they have at last found in Lord Ram a true Lord and 
Friend for themselves!] 
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bahuri bibhisana bhavana sidhayo. mani gana basana bimana bharayo. 3. 
lai puspaka prabhu agém rakha. hamsi kari krpasindhu taba bhasa. 4. 
cadhi bimana sunu sakha bibhisana. gagana ja'i barasahu pata bhüsana. 5. 


After that (i.e. after expressing his joy and satisfaction by falling reverentially at the 
feet of Lord Ram and bowing before him), Vibhishan went to his palace. He got the 
air-plane (the Pushpak, which he had inherited from his brother Ravana), filled with 
precious gems and costly apparels. (3) 


He came with all these things and placed the Pushpak plane before Lord Ram (as a 
token of his tribute and gift for the Lord). 

Lord Ram, who was like an ocean of the virtues of kindness, grace, 
benevolence and magnanimity, politely laughed in an approving manner, and said --- 


(4) 


‘My friend Vibhishan, ride on this plane and go up in the sky, and from there shower 
upon the ground all the gifts in the way of clothes and ornaments that you have 
brought here.’ (5) 
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nabha para ja'i bibhisana tabahi. barasi di'e mani ambara sabahi. 6. 
joi joi mana bhava'i so'i lehim. mani mukha meli dari kapi dehirn. 7. 
hamsé ramu Sri anuja saméta. parama kautuki krpa nikéta. 8. 


As soon as Vibhishan heard Lord Ram's instructions he went up into the sky aboard 
the plane, and from there he showered on the ground below every piece of gem and 
apparel that he had brought. (6) 


The monkeys and bears who had been watching everything with amusement, 
marveled at this novel spectacle. They were filled with glee and merriment; they 
scrambled forward in joy and grabbed whatever they fancied for and could lay their 
hands on. 

The innocent monkeys thought that the gems were some kind of eatables, so 
they would first put the pieces of priceless stones, falling from the sky like so many 
fruits, into their mouths, but soon realizing that they weren't what they thought them 
to be, they immediately spat the gems out! (7) 


It was a very entertaining scene which amused Lord Ram a lot. The Lord and his 
younger brother Laxman smiled (and cheered at the fascinated monkeys). 
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Verily indeed, the maverick Lord was inclined to play innocent tricks and 
harmless games that would amuse everyone around’. (8) 


[Note—'It was a very charming sight indeed. But at the same time Lord Ram wished 
to send a subtle message to Vibhishan, and by extension to all of us. The Lord implied 
that what Vibhishan thought was so valuable and worthy, like the priceless gems, 
ornaments and clothes, was of no worth and consequence for others. To wit, what one 
person values, is of no value for another. 

When extended and applied to this material world, the hidden spiritual and 
metaphysical meaning is stunningly clear—that what attracts a worldly man, 
something for which he would go to any length to acquire and then endeavour to 
retain at all costs, is worthless and pointless for a person who has renunciation and 
dispassion in his heart! How wonderful and fantastic is this grand spiritual message 
that Lord Ram conveyed for posterity by employing such a jovial means. ] 
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muni jehi dhyana na pavahim neti néti kaha beda. 
krpasindhu so'i kapinha sana karata aneka binoda. 117 (a). 


It is such a great wonder that the Lord who is difficult to attain even by exalted sages 
who do their best to focus their minds upon him, and who even the Vedas (primary 
scriptures) fail to comprehend when they say "not this, not this" in their attempt to 
explain who the Lord is and what are his visible forms—this same merciful and kind 
Supreme Lord Ram plays and jests with the humble monkeys and bears in order to 
entertain them and himself. (Doha no. 117-a) 
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uma joga japa dana tapa nana makha brata nema. 
rama krpa nahim karahim tasi jasi niskevala prema. 117 (b). 


[Lord Shiva tells his consort Uma who was listening to this wonderful Story—] 


*Oh Uma! Lord Ram does not show the extent of his full grace by trying to please him 
in the form of doing Japa (repetition of holy Mantras or spiritual formulas), Daan 
(making charity), Tapa (austerity and penance), and many other forms of spiritual 
practices such as Makha (fire sacrifices), Vrat and Nema (keeping a fast and 
observing various religious vows)—as much as he does by having purest form of 
affection and love for him." (Doha no. 117-b) 


[Note— Put simply, Lord Shiva advises the creatures of this world that the easiest 
way to Lord Ram's heart is through the medium of love and affection for him. To this 
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can be added the virtues of devotion, faith and trust, for all these virtues act together 
in helping a devotee to gain the Lord’s favour. 

Refer also to Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Doha no. 136 and Chaupai 
line no. 1 that follows it, where the same idea is affirmed. 

Here we ought to note about the importance of simple gestures of love and 
affection as they are held more dear by Lord Ram in his heart than the finest recitals 
of the Vedas. We can cite examples from the Story of Ram Charit Manas itself to 
reiterate this fact. For instance, when the innocent people of the forest-dwelling tribes 
of Chitrakoot had paid their obeisance to Lord Ram in the simple ways they were 
accustomed to, and had shown excess of joy and pleasure in serving Lord Ram, Sita 
and Laxman for the brief period they stayed with them, the Lord had graciously 
reciprocated their kind gestures by showing them equal affection. The Lord had talked 
with them courteously; he had cheerfully accepted their humble offerings of food and 
hospitality, and blessed them. All this is narrated in Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya 
Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 135—to Chaupai line no. 4 that 
precedes Doha no. 337. 

Even prior to the Lord meeting these humble people and showing his grace 
upon them, we read that he had extended a similar grace upon the countless village 
folks and travellers whom he had met while on his way to the forest from Ayodhya. 
Lord Ram’s loving nature and gracious manners had overwhelmed each and everyone 
he met on the way so much that he left a trail of people who cherished their meeting 
with the Lord and enshrined him in their hearts for all times to come. Once again, all 
this is narrated in Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line no. 3 that 
precedes Doha no. 112—to Doha no. 122.] 
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caupa’. 


bhalu kapinha pata bhüsana pa'e. pahiri pahiri raghupati pahim a'e. 1. 
nana jinasa dekhi saba kisa. puni puni hamsata kosaladhisa. 2. 


When the monkeys and bears got the sort of apparel they had fancied, they wore them 
and came to Lord Ram to show him how they looked in these new clothes. (1) 


Observing this funny spectacle, with so many monkeys and bears attired in a wide 
assortment of colourful clothes, some oddly fitting and others hanging loose on their 
bodies, Lord Ram, the Lord of Kaushal (Ayodhya) smiled and laughed at this 
fascinating sight as he was highly amused with it'. (2) 


[Note— Imagine the scene. Like so many children who had never worn fine clothes 
in their lives were suddenly given multitudes of colourful dresses to choose from and 
wear them to suit their fancy, and then these overjoyed innocent children would dance 
and hop with excess of joy at this marvelous opportunity as they put on whatever 
catches their fancy, after which they rush home to show their wonderstruck parents 
what they had got as gifts and how they looked in these fine new clothes, these 
humble monkeys and bears first adorned themselves as best as they could, though it 
was all awkward fittings for them, and then the whole group danced and sang its way 
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to Lord Ram so that the overjoyed monkeys and bears could exhibit their newly 
acquired gifts to their beloved Lord, because for all of them Lord Ram was as dear 
and near as if he was their parent and loving friend. 

Indeed, what a wonderful and heart-touching scene it must have been, my dear 
readers, just close your eyes and imagine! For remember, soon they will part with 
their beloved Lord and Friend, Lord Sri Ram, for in a few moments time the time of 
departure for Ayodhya would arrive, and though Lord Ram took along with him the 
senior monkeys and bears, he obviously could not take such a huge army back to 
Ayodhya for the practical reason that there wasn’t sufficient space in the Pushpak 
plane to accommodate everyone. So in a way these were the moments of bidding 
farewell to all, and therefore it was all the more emotionally fulfilling for both the 
sides, the ever thankful Lord Ram on one side, and the equally thankful monkeys and 
bears on the other side. Lord Ram was thankful to them for their help in freeing Sita 
from the captivity of the demons, and the humble monkeys and bears were thankful to 
Lord Ram for showing such grace upon them and declaring them all as their friend 
without condition or distinction. 

So therefore, like overjoyed children thronging their doting father when they 
are given some nice things to wear, the enthusiastic and overjoyed monkeys and bears 
crowded around Lord Ram affectionately, each vying with the other to draw the 
Lord’s kind attention on himself. And sure enough, the gracious Lord Ram 
acknowledged them all by smiling at them and looking them with blessing in his 
glances. ] 
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tumharém bala maim ravanu maryo. tilaka bibhisana kaham puni saryo. 4. 
nija nija grha aba tumha saba jahu. sumirehu mohi darapahu jani kahü. 5 


The Lord looked at the assembled monkeys and bears in such a way that each 
individual thought that the Lord was looking at him and made an eye contact with 
him, and by this means the munificent Lord pleased and blessed them all with his kind 
grace and benevolence. 

Then Lord of the Raghus, i.e. Lord Ram, addressed the assembly with sweet 
words that were pleasant to hear. He said: --- (3) 


‘I have succeeded in slaying Ravana by relying on your matchless abilities and 
strength, and after that I was able to anoint Vibhishan on the throne of Lanka as its 
new king. 

[To wit, I am very obliged to you, and I affirm that I owe all my achievements 
to you. Verily, it may be known that I can never forget you and the help you gave me 
when I needed it most. I have no sufficient words to properly express my thanks to 
you, for your selfless help and the kind of friendship that you all have extended to me. 
I will remember it all through my life, I promise.] (4) 
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Now, all of you go back to your respective homes, and remember me. Don’t be afraid 
of anyone or anything (because I will be always there to help you, in thick and thin, 
no matter what happens). ' (5) 


[Note—'The time of saying ‘good bye’ had arrived. It was a very poignant moment 
for both the sides, and surely everyone’s heart was heavy. The monkeys and bears, by 
this time, had developed such a close bond with Lord Ram, and he with them, that to 
part with each other was something they wouldn’t have liked to happen if it was 
avoidable. But it was not practically possible to do so. Yes, Lord Ram could have 
taken the whole army back to Ayodhya, but there was no space in the Pushpak plane 
to accommodate hundreds and thousands of monkeys and bears. At best, their senior 
commanders and chiefs could be taken along, which Lord Ram actually did. 

But the Lord promised them eternal bond of friendship and help. Ordinarily a 
king or a noble man would extend such privilege to those who are his equal in rank, 
but Lord Ram was such a magnanimous and kind Lord that he treated even the lowest 
in the rank of the army as his friend and companion, not distinguishing between any 
of them for their rank or title. Verily indeed, for Lord Ram the only eligibility that 
entitles one to receive his grace and blessings is having love, affection, devotion and 
faith in him, and the monkeys and bears, all of them without exception, qualified on 
this mark without a trace of doubt. 

It’s not written in any of the versions of the grand and magnificent Story of the 
Ramayana, but one can well imagine the emotional aspect of those moments when the 
time had come for departure of Lord Ram for Ayodhya, and his requesting the army 
of monkeys and bears to go back to their homeland. Everyone stood speechless, with 
tears in their eyes, with their throats chocked, with their hearts heavy as lead, with 
their legs as if paralyzed, with their bodies thrilled, and their lips quivering as if they 
were just about to burst out crying. 

But in this sad hour of parting, there was a silver lining to the gloomy cloud of 
separation: Lord Ram had promised every single individual monkey and bear of his 
friendship and affection for life; he has asked them not to forget him. But the latter 
request made by Lord Ram—that they must always remember him—was simply a 
formal one, for even if the Lord had not asked these humble monkeys and bears to do 
so, they would have nonetheless never ever had forgotten the Lord for the grace and 
kindness that they had got so much from him. They even owed their lives to Lord 
Ram—because the Lord had ensured that all the monkeys and bears who lay wounded 
or dead in the battle-field were brought back to life when he asked Indra to shower 
Amrit on all of them (apropos: Chaupai line nos. 1-2 and 5 that precede Doha no. 
114). 

The fact that the monkeys and bears would have liked to stay with Lord Ram 
for all times to come if that was at all feasible and practical, even if it meant to go to 
far-away kingdom of Ayodhya, or to bring Lord Ram to Kishkindha itself, and that 
they were not much inclined to return home, will be evident in the following verses. ] 
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sunata bacana prémakula banara. jori pani bole saba sadara. 6. 

prabhu jo'i kahahu tumhahi saba soha. hamarern hota bacana suni moha. 7. 
dina jani kapi ki'€ sanatha. tumha trailoka isa raghunatha. 8. 

suni prabhu bacana laja hama marahim. masaka kahūnř khagapati hita 
karahim. 9. 

dekhi rama rukha banara richa. prema magana nahim grha kai icha. 10. 


Hearing the words of Lord Ram, the monkeys (and bears) became agitated as they 
were overwhelmed with emotions of affection for the Lord. They joined their palms 
and replied most respectfully (and in a manner that clearly showed their love for the 
Lord) --- (6) 


*Oh Lord! Whatever you say is well spoken and well becomes of you, but on our part 
we become mystified by them. (7) 


We are humble and lowly creatures, while oh Lord Raghubar, you are the great and 
exalted Lord of the whole world and its three divisions (heaven, earth and nether 
world). So it was out of your excess of grace, kindness and mercy that you chose to 
grant us the opportunity to serve you, thereby making us feel honoured and privileged 
to be able to do so. 

[So therefore, it is we who owe the greatest of thanks to you, and not you to 


us.] (8) 


Oh kind and gracious Lord! When we hear your kind words (praising us for our 
valour and the help we gave you which enabled you to slay Ravana and make 
Vibhishan the new king of Lanka), we all feel as if buried in shyness (for we don't 
deserve such praise whatsoever). 

Say, can a humble and lowly mosquito ever be so great as to help the mighty 
king of birds? 

[To wit, oh Lord, we are simple and humble forest-dwelling beings, and you 
are a great Lord, the Supreme Being and the Lord of the world himself in a 
personified form. So just like a mosquito is in comparison to the mighty eagle, the 
king of the birds, there is no comparison between us and your exalted highness. So 
therefore, we feel humbled and shy when we hear you shower so much praise upon 
us. However, we are truly very grateful to you that inspite of being so high and 
exalted you still prefer to show honour to us and call us your friends. It is much more 
than we had ever expected in our lives, and for this gracious gesture of yours, we shall 
ever, forever indeed, remain indebted to you. Glory to our loving Lord! All hats off to 
our Lord and his loving nature!|' (9) 


Lord Ram could easily perceive that they were all overwhelmed with surging waves 
of emotions of love and affection for him, and consequently had no desire to go back 
home’. (10) 


[Note— Refer to note appended to Chaupai line nos. 3-5 herein above. 
Lord Ram discerned that the whole army was not inclined to leave his 
company; they would rather have him accompany them to Kishkindha if it was at all 
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feasible and possible. But for obvious reasons it could not be that way. Lord Ram had 
to return to Ayodhya, and he would not do anything that would look like he was 
trying to impose himself on any other kingdom or infringe on the right of its king. So 
therefore, either to think of living in Lanka or in Kishkindha was out of the question. 
It was all the more unthinkable for Lord Ram because back in Ayodhya, Bharat was 
eagerly waiting for his arrival, and if he did not return in time then Bharat would die. 
Besides this, the Lord had promised the citizens of Ayodhya that he would come to 
them as soon as the period of 14 years expired. The people of Ayodhya loved him no 
less than the monkeys and bears, and since he was the prince of that kingdom, it was 
obligatory upon him to take that into consideration the emotions and needs of his 
subjects first and foremost, for the kingdom of Ayodhya needed his presence urgently 
as its throne was lying vacant as compared to kingdoms of Kishkindha and Lanka, 
because both of them had their respective kings, Sugriv and Vibhishan, to look after 
their interests. 

So therefore, Lord Ram very politely, and with all the courteousness and 
civility he could muster, prevailed upon the monkeys and bears to return to their 
homelands, although both Lord Ram and the monkeys and bears felt very sad and 
sorry at this parting. | 
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prabhu prerita kapi bhalu saba rama rupa ura rakhi. 
harasa bisada sahita cale binaya bibidha bidhi bhasi. 118 (a). 


Inspired by Lord Ram and in deference to his wishes (as the monkeys and bears were 
unable to disobey him and refuse to honour his commands), all the monkeys and bears 
enshrined the divine form (image) of Lord Ram inside their hearts (as one consecrates 
a deity in the sanctum of a shrine), and overwhelmed with grief and sadness (at 
parting with the Lord) on the one hand, and joy and happiness (at being able to serve 
the Lord and having had the privilege to be able to call the Lord as their everlasting 
friend and Lord) on the other hand, they offered their emotional prayers and heart-felt 
obeisance to the Lord in various ways (each one pouring out his heart in the best 
language and way he could do), and then started off on their journey back home’, 
(Doha no. 118-a) 


[Note— In this context we can recall Lord Ram's meeting with the villagers and 
travelers he met on the way to the forest, as well as the tribal people who came to 
meet him when he decided to stay in Chitrakoot. A very similar set of emotions are 
discovered there too. (Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, (1) Doha no. 108— 
to Doha no. 122; and (i1) Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 135—to Chaupai 
line no. 3 that precedes Doha no. 137.3] 
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kapipati nila richapati ahgada nala hanumana. 

sahita bibhisana apara je juthapa kapi balavana. 118 (b). 

kahi na sakahim kachu préma basa bhari bhari locana bari. 
sanmukha citavahim rama tana nayana nimesa nivari. 118 (c). 


Sugriv, the lord of the monkeys, Nila, Jamvant, the lord of the bears, Angad (the 
prince of the monkeys), Nala, Hanuman, along with Vibhishan and other senior 
commanders of both the armies (i.e. the monkey army of Sugriv, as well as the demon 
army that supported Vibhishan) who were strong and mighty warriors in their own 
rights, --- (Doha no. 118-b) 


--- All of them stood speechless with tears in their eyes as they were so overwhelmed 
with emotions that words failed them and they did not know how to react. They stood 
motionless before Lord Ram with their prayerful eyes fixed on the Lord’. (Doha no. 
118-c) 


[Note— These noblemen of both the sides, the monkeys and bears on one side, and 
the demons on the other side, did not know what to say or do; they were in a fix as 
they would not like to disobey the Lord who commanded everyone to return home, 
while at the same time they had a great desire to accompany the Lord to his kingdom 
and witness his ascension to the throne, as well as to forge a deeper and stronger 
formal bond of friendship that is usually made between great kings, a bond that would 
bear a stamp of authority and create eternal ties between their great kingdoms in a 
formal way. 

They had all heard of the famed glories and the greatness of the kingdom of 
Ayodhya, and hence had a sincere wish to visit it. 

Lord Ram observed them and knew intuitively what was in their minds. The 
gracious Lord did not wish to dishonour or neglect their wishes, especially when it 
was so sincere and came from selfless friends who had staked everything they had to 
serve the Lord and his cause. Lord Ram remembered that Vibhishan had already 
expressed his desire to go to Ayodhya—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, 
Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 116. 

So therefore, Lord Ram agreed to take them all along with him to Ayodhya.] 
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caupat. 


atisaya priti dekhi raghura't. linhe sakala bimana carha'. 1. 
mana mahum bipra carana siru nayo. uttara disihi bimana calayo. 2. 


Lord Ram (raghura'), perceiving that all of them were overwhelmed with affection 
for him (and would like to accompany him back home to Ayodhya to witness his 
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happy union with his subjects and appointment as the sovereign of the kingdom), he 
gave his consent and welcomed them all aboard the plane’. (1) 


Then the Lord mentally bowed his head at the feet of Vipras (elderly Brahmins) and 
ordered the plane to fly in northward direction’. (2) 


[Note—'This plane, the Pushpak, was placed at Lord Ram’s disposal by Vibhishan— 
apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 
117. 


^One thing is to be noted here, and it is that this Pushpak plane was not an ordinary 
aircraft. It had two unique features—One, that it could be remote controlled; even a 
voice command could help to steer it. And two, that it could expand its capacity to 
accommodate passengers, though of course within certain limits. For example, it 
could grow large enough to, say, accommodate senior commanders of the two armies 
who were asked by Lord Ram to come aboard, but it would be practically impossible 
to adjust the whole army of monkeys and bears numbering into hundreds of 
thousands, for had it been possible then it is quite sure Lord Ram would have obliged 
all of them by taking them all to Ayodhya like he did with these few selected senior 
commanders. | 
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No sooner had the plane become airborne and headed northwards to Ayodhya, than 
there was a spontaneous expression of joy and exhilaration from all those on board 
who cheered and applauded loudly in chorus. They exclaimed thunderously: ‘Glory to 
Lord Ram; Hail the Lord of the Raghus; Long live the Lord.’ (3) 


There was a raised platform on this plane in the form of a magnificent throne, and 
Lord Ram sat on it with his consort Sita by his side. (4) 


Lord Ram looked most adorable and majestic as he sat on this wonderful throne; it 
was like the beautiful scene of dark clouds with streaks of lightening lighting them up 
as they crowned the summit and hovered on the top of the wonderful Sumeru 
mountain’. (5) 


[Note—'Here in this imagery, Lord Ram’s dark-complexioned body is compared to 
the dark clouds; the lightening represents Sita as she is fair complexioned; and the 
summit of Mt. Sumeru is symbolized by the magnificent throne on Pushpak plane as 
the throne is high and distinguished. ] 
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The magnificent plane moved with speed across the sky even as the exhilarated gods 
showered an abundance of flowers on it. (6) 


A very pleasant breeze blew; it had all the three qualities that are known to grant 
pleasantness to wind’. 

The ocean, the rivers and the lakes—all seemed to be filled with crystal clear 
and sweet water. (7) 


All sorts of auspicious signs were visible in all the four directions. Everyone's mind 
and heart were filled with joy and happiness. The firmament and the directions— 
everywhere it seemed to be clear and bright". (8) 


[Note— The three qualities that make the air pleasant are the following: it should be 
cool, it should be fragrant, and it should be blowing softly. 


?To wit, it was a bright sunny day. The sky and the air were clear; one could see 
distinctly in the far away horizon. There was a soft, cool and fragrant breeze wafting 
across the land and caressing all aboard the plane. From high up in the sky where the 
Pushpak cruised, all water bodies down below on the earth looked clear and calm. 
And taken all in all, every thing seemed to have acquired an auspicious hue.] 
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[Meanwhile, Lord Ram pointed out to Sita some of the landmarks down on the 
ground below as the plane lifted and became airborne on its way to Ayodhya.] 


‘Look Sita’, said Lord Raghubir (Lord Ram) as he pointed out to her the different 
places of importance down below on the ground, *This is the place where Laxman had 
slayed Indrajeet (Meghand)'. (9) 


This below is the place where the two brothers Kumbhakaran? and Ravana’, who had 
been tormentors of pious sages, were eliminated. (10) 
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[Note—'Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Doha no. 76 along with Chaupai line 
nos. 14-16 that precede it. 


"Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 
70—to Chaupai line no. 9 that precedes Doha no. 71. 


Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Doha no. 102—to Chaupai line no. 9 that 
precedes Doha no. 103.] 
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‘This is the site where I had got the bridge constructed to tame the ocean! and here 
below is where I consecrated Lord Shiva's image and worshipped him?.' 

Seeing Lord Shiva's holy Icon below, Lord Ram, who was like a treasury of 
the virtues of mercy, grace and kindness (krpanidhi), bowed his head along with Sita 
to pay his respects to Lord Shiva. (Doha no. 119-a) 


As the plane crossed the ocean and moved northwards across the mainland, Lord Ram 
pointed to Sita and told her the names of all the different places he had visited and 
abided for some time during his long journey southwards from Panchavati from where 
she was abducted by Ravana’. (Doha no. 119-b) 


[Note— Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Doha no. 1 along with Chaupai line 
nos. 1-2 that follow it. 


?Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 3-6 that precede Doha no. 
2. 


?To wit, Lord Ram was retracing his steps as he pointed out to Sita all the places he 
had visited and stayed while searching for her. 

First came to sight the city and the kingdom of Kishkindha, and the 
Prabarshan hill where he stayed for four months during the rainy season before the 
campaign to find Sita was launched. Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, 
Chaupai line nos. 6-10 that precede Doha no. 12. 
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Next came into view Mt. Rishyamook where Lord Ram had met Hanuman and 
Sugriv for the first time. Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, Chaupai line 
no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 1—to Doha no. 44. 

Now, as the plane cruised over Kishkindha, passing over the capital city, over 
the nearby Mt. Prabarshan and Mt. Rishyamook, Lord Ram's monkey and bear 
friends erupted in joy. Lord Ram ordered the plane to slow down and descend in 
height so that Sugriv, Jamvant, Angad, Hanuman, Nala, Neela etc. could have a bird's 
eye view of their homeland, the landscape of which looked so grand and majestic 
from the sky, what with its natural beauty and charming range of undulating hills and 
deep valleys, verdant forests and green meadows, crystal clear brooks and streams, 
and all other bounties of Mother Nature that this place was abundantly graced with. 
As the plane hovered overhead, the citizens of Kishkindha rushed out to marvel at this 
spectacle, whereat Sugriv and the rest waved at them enthusiastically from the sky 
while those on the ground cheered back in approval. It is quite possible that Sugriv 
and Angad and the rest of the monkey chieftains must have dropped some kind of 
message from the plane for their subjects standing on the ground below, telling them 
that everything was fine, that they are going to Ayodhya to join the celebrations 
marking Lord Ram's appointment as the king of that great kingdom, and that their 
kith and kin who had gone to Lanka as part of the mighty army are all on their way 
back, and will arrive very soon. 

Sita too joined in these moments of joy and happiness as she remembered that 
it was at Rishyamook that she had seen some monkeys sitting on its summit, and that 
she had dropped some part of her torn clothes and ornaments to them from the chariot 
in which Ravana was taking her away to Lanka, so that should Lord Ram come that 
way these monkeys would show these things to the Lord, which in turn would 
convince the Lord that she was indeed taken in this direction. Refer: Ram Charit 
Manas, (1) Aranya Kand, Chaupai line no. 25 that precedes Doha no. 29; and 
Kishkindha Kand, Chaupai line nos. 3-6 that precede Doha no. 5. 

After a brief pause over Kishkindha, the plane moved ahead northwards to 
reach the place where Lord Ram had met and given a brief discourse to sage Narad 
near a pleasant lake. Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that 
precedes Doha no. 41—to Chanda line nos. 1-4 precede Doha no. 46. 

Then, after passing over the pleasant forest north of this lake, the plane came 
to the place where Lord Ram had blessed Sabari. Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya 
Kand, Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 34—to Chaupai line no. 1 that 
precedes Doha no. 37. 

Further north came the place where Lord Ram had met the wounded vulture 
king Jatau and provided him with deliverance. Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya 
Kand, Chaupai line no. 18 that precedes Doha no. 30—to Chaupai line no. 4 that 
precedes Doha no. 33. 

And finally, the plane reached the sky above Panchavati, the hermitage from 
where Sita was abducted by Ravana. Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, (i) 
Doha no. 13; (ii) Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 27—to Doha no. 28.] 
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turata bimana tahānř cali ava. dandaka bana jaham' parama suhava. 1. 
kumbhajadi muninayaka nana. ga'e ramu saba kern asthana. 2. 


The plane soon arrived over the pleasant Dandak forest’. (1) 


Lord Ram visited the hermitages of the many sages who lived here, such as sage 
Kumbhaj (sage Agastya) and others”. (2) 


[Note— Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line no. 16 that precedes 
Doha no. 13—to Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 14. 


?Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-11 that precede Doha 
no. 12. 

Besides sage Agastya, Lord Ram had met many other sages, such as Atri*1, 
Sarbhanga*2 and Sutikshan*3, during his outward journey to the forest, and so it was 
natural that during this visit when he was returning to Ayodhya he must have paid a 
visit to all these sages to seek their blessings. 

{*1Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes 
Doha no. 3. 

*2Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes 
Doha no. 7. 

*3Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Doha no. 10 along with Chaupai 
line nos. 1-24 that precede it. } 


One important thing that is to be noted here is that the Pushapk plane had landed on 
the ground, for otherwise it was not possible for Lord Ram to visit the hermitages of 
these sages. 

Another point is that it must have been brief visits, as Lord Ram had but little 
time left in his hands to reach Ayodhya as he has himself told Vibhishan about it a 
little while earlier—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Doha no. 116.] 


"ener fife oA urg stata (ferreo Se SAAT UI 3 I 
we ef ure cht i | ae ferra aet q AST v t 


sakala risinha sana pa'i asisa. citrakuta a'e jagadisa. 3. 
taham kari muninha kera santosa. cala bimanu taham te cokha. 4. 


After receiving blessings and permission from all the sages, the Lord of the world 
(*jagadisa"; Lord Ram) arrived at Chitrakoot'. (3) 


After the Lord met and provided satisfaction to the sages and hermits living there’, the 
plane began it's onwards journey from there. (4) 


[Note—Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes 
Doha no. 132—to Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 134. 

It was at Chitrakoot that Bharat had come to try and take Lord Ram back to 
Ayodhya. {Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line no. 2 that 
precedes Doha no. 239—to Doha no. 319.} 
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It naturally follows that the sight of Chitrakoot filled Lord Ram’s heart with 
sadness as he recalled those days when Bharat had come there to take him back to 
Ayodhya. It made him more eager to reach Ayodhya as soon as it was possible. 

This is the reason why Lord Ram did not make a stopover at Chitrakoot, as he 
had done earlier at the Dandak forest where he met sage Agastya etc. (refer: Chaupai 
line nos. 1-2 herein above), to meet the sages living there, such as sage Atri and his 
wife Anasuiya, but preferred to continue on his journey to Ayodhya. This is also the 
main reason why the Lord did not stop at sage Valmiki’s hermitage beyond 
Chitrakoot, nor at sage Bharadwaj’s hermitage at Prayag, but merely bowed his head, 
and made Sita and others to bow theirs too, from the sky as they beheld the two holy 
rivers Yamuna and Ganges at Triveni, while continuing with the onwards journey to 
Ayodhya, without stopping the plane or reducing its speed. 


“Amongst the great sages who lived in the neighbourhood of Chitrakoot was the 
prominent sage Atri. {Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 7- 
8 that precede Doha no. 132.} 

When Lord Ram established his modest hut there to tarry a while before 
moving ahead on his journey to the deeper parts of the forest, and onwards to Lanka, 
all the sages, hermits and ascetics who abided in Chitrakoot to do Tapa (penances and 
other spiritual practices) had come to visit the Lord and pay their obeisance to him. 
{Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Doha no. 134 along with Chaupai line 
nos. 5-8 that precede it.} 


ER wa wife Sars | SEAT enfer er STAT Gers UG UI 
yA Sat GET TATA VTA Hal WAT HS HET I & I 


bahuri rama janakihi dekha't. jamuna kali mala harani suha'. 5. 
puni dekhi surasari punita. rama kaha pranama karu sita. 6. 


After that, Lord Ram showed Janki (Sita; the daughter of king Janak), the holy river 
Jamuna', which has the mystical ability to wash away all sorts of impurities 
associated with the age of Kaliyug (the present era of the four-era cycle of creation 
and destruction). (5) 


Soon they saw the purifying holy river of the gods, known as Ganges’. When this 
river came into view, Lord Ram asked Sita to bow her head to it to pay her obeisance 
to the holy river. (6) 


[Note— Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes 
Doha no. 322. 

When Bharat was going back to Ayodhya from Chitrakoot, this was the exact 
sequence of rivers that he had crossed. First he crossed Jamuna, and then Ganges. The 
confluence of these two great rivers and a third one known as Saraswati is a great 
place for pilgrimage, and it is known as Triveni as well as Prayag. Sage Bharadwaj 
lived nearby. 


^Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 
322. 
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So, the plane also passed over river Yamuna first, and Ganges next. To wit, 
the plane was now over Triveni—as we shall read in the next two verses. ] 


vitverafer uf eg warn | fread war ente Stet ATT N I 
ag uer uraft uf srt | ett res ft cite fnit UC u 
Uf tq sacra are urafa à Afaa ara va Tet ref t 9 0 


tirathapati puni dekhu prayaga. nirakhata janma koti agha bhaga. 7. 
dekhu parama pavani puni beni. harani soka hari loka niseni. 8. 
puni dekhu avadhapuri ati pavani. tribidha tapa bhava roga nasavani. 9. 


[Lord Ram told Sita—] Now look at Prayag which is called a ‘king of holy places 
(tirathapati)’. It is so holy that by merely looking at it all the sins and spiritual faults 
of a creature that has been accumulated over countless previous births simply run 
away!. (7) 


Look ahead; there you can see the confluence of the three holy rivers (Ganges, 
Yamuna and Saraswati) that is renowned as ‘Triveni’. It can eliminate and dispel all 
worldly sorrows and grief; it is also like a ladder that can transport a creature to 
heaven”. (8) 


Again, see there—you can behold the pleasant and sacred city of Ayodhya. It is able 
to eliminate the three types of agonies that torment a living being, as well as the pain 
and misery associated with the gross world of transmigration that the creature suffers 
from.” (9) 


[Note—'Prayag is honoured by the epithet ‘King of all holy places’ because it can 
eliminate all spiritual faults of a creature, not only of the present birth but of many 
previous births combined. 


?These repeated honours and laurels for this broad geographical area known Prayag, 
that consists of the confluence of the three great rivers and its adjoining areas where 
sages and hermit had their hermitages, is because it is regarded as a very holy place in 
Hinduism. Verse nos. 5-8 are devoted to this holy place. 

Sage Bharadwaj had his hermitage here. Now the question is: Did Lord Ram 
visit the sage to pay his respects to the latter? Yes, he did; we shall read about it soon 
in Chaupai line nos. 3-5 that precede Doha no. 121 herein below. 

No mention is made in the Text regarding sage Valmiki’s hermitage which lay 
between sage Bharadwaj’s place in Prayag and Chitrakoot. Lord Ram, Sita and 
Laxman had visited the sage during their outward journey into the depth of the forest, 
and it was on Valmiki’s advice that the Lord stayed in Chitrakoot. {Refer: Ram Charit 
Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 124—to Doha no. 
132.} 

So it apparently looks like the Pushpak plane had skirted sage Valmiki’s 
hermitage while on its way to Ayodhya; it is probably because it was situated at a 
location that was little way off from the straight-line aerial path that the plane was 
ordered to take to Ayodhya to save time. 
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`The three types of agonies are: ‘Daihik’—that associated with the creature's own 
body; ‘Daivik’—that associated with unfavourable Gods and Nature; and ‘Bhautik’— 
that associated with the physical world outside. 

Freedom from the cycle of birth and death, with torments and miseries 
associated with the latter, is obtained by the positive spiritual effects of the sacred city 
of Ayodhya by the virtue of its being the place where Lord Ram, a manifestation of 
Lord Vishnu, the Supreme Being, took birth and lived. ] 


ao. tar afea staat He enl eurer WaT 
Peet TET A Werfena Ut OPT gd WA Ue 20( 95 ) I 
doha. 


sita sahita avadha kahum kinha krpala pranama. 
sajala nayana tana pulakita puni puni harasita rama.120(a). 


As soon as the holy city of Ayodhya hoved into view, the merciful Lord Ram, along 
with Sita (and of course with Laxman and others who were accompanying him aboard 
the plane) bowed his head to this city. 

The sight of Ayodhya overwhelmed Lord Ram so much so that his eyes 
welled up with tears and his body was repeatedly thrilled with a waves of affectionate 
emotions (as he remembered the past days and the love and affection that was 
bestowed upon him by every single resident of the city). (Doha no. 120-a) 


[Note—'Lord Ram was overcome with nostalgia; he remembered his childhood days, 
his friends, his loving subjects who loved him so immensely that when he was leaving 
the city for the forest, the entire city had followed him on foot, vowing not to leave 
him and accompanying him to wherever he goes, declaring that they have nothing to 
do with a city, no matter how prosperous and comfortable it may have been, when 
their beloved Lord has decided to leave it behind. (Refer: Ram Charit Manas, 
Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes Doha no. 81—to Doha no. 86.} 

It ought to be noted here that Lord Ram had bowed his head to Ayodhya even at the 
time when he was leaving the city for the forest (apropos: Ram Charit Manas, 
Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 83). 

Another point to note here is that it is mentioned everywhere that ‘Lord Ram 
bowed at this place and that place himself and asked Sita to do as well’, but no 
mention is made of others, such as his own brother Laxman, as well as his honoured 
guests who were on the plane. The answer is this: In Hinduism, a person is expected 
to perform all sacred deeds and rites with his wife if she happens to be with him on 
the occasion. In our case, Sita was with Lord Ram, and so it was obligatory for him to 
follow this rule. It does not mean that others did not accompany the Lord to bow their 
heads to Ayodhya here, or to the holy rivers Yamuna and Ganges earlier at Triveni, or 
to the various sages the Lord had stopped his plane to meet and pay his obeisance to. 

From a practical point of view, many things are understood by application of 
one's common sense, and it should not be expected from anyone, no matter how 
erudite and detailed a chronicler is, to list every person's name attending an event in 
his narration of it.] 
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YA wy ong Bert afta ver] Abs i 
fire afer fare He ara faferer fafér drei $30 (38 ) u 


puni prabhu a'i tribenim harasita majjanu kinha. 
kapinha sahita bipranha kahum dana bibidha bidhi dinha. 120 (b). 


The Lord once again returned to Triveni (the confluence of rivers Yamuna, Ganges 
and Saraswati, at Prayag). He descended and took a bath at the place where the three 
rives meet. 

Lord Ram, along with his Kapi friends (the monkeys and bears), made 
charities here and gave donations to Brahmins in various ways (as ordained by 
religious scriptures)'. (Doha no. 120-b) 


[Note—'An interesting question arises here: From where, and how, did Lord Ram and 
his companions made charities and manage to give donations to the Brahmins when 
apparently they had no wealth with them at that time, as they were coming directly 
from Lanka aboard a plane that too belonged to the kingdom of Lanka? 

The answer is this: We have already read that Vibhishan had filled his 
Pushpak plane with priceless jewels and clothes and placed them before Lord Ram as 
a tribute to him, whereat the Lord had asked Vibhishan to go up in the sky and shower 
these things on the army so that the monkeys and bears could pick up what they 
fancied. So this is how the great monkey and bear commanders aboard the plane had 
access to some valuables that they would not donate to the Brahmins as expected from 
them. 

As for Lord Ram, in all probability he made a promise to the alms seekers and 
the Brahmins at that time, that as soon as he is crowned on the throne of Ayodhya he 
would send them all that he has promised to them now. Well, everyone recognized the 
Lord, and surely they were willing to bless the Lord as profusely as if they had 
actually received their desired gifts. They all knew that Lord Ram had nothing with 
him then, and they could see that he was still attired like a hermit. 

And as for Sita, we have already noted earlier, at the time of her ‘fire test’, that 
though Vibhishan had erred in adoring her with jewels and royal robes as a mark of 
respect, yet Lord Ram had made her shun all these things as they, Lord Ram as well 
as Sita, were still expected to live and attire as forest dwellers. And we have also 
noted that this was a primary reason which had made Lord Ram very angry at Sita. So 
therefore, she too didn't have anything with her to donate to these alms seekers.] 


"dio. uy ea het Aegis | at aS WA STHETQ WIE d$ I 
Wales HAA SI GATE PXTHTU CP TPS fer STU U2 


caupa’. 


prabhu hanumantahi kaha bujha't. dhari batu rüpa avadhapura ja’. 1. 
bharatahi kusala hamari suna'ehu. samacara lai tumha cali a'ehu. 2. 
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Lord Ram called Hanuman and advised him as follows: ‘Assume the form of a yound 
Brahmin student (batu)! and go to the city of Ayodhya. (1) 


Tell Bharat about our well-being, and come back to me with the news that you collect 
there.’ (2) 


[Note—'Lord Ram chose Hanuman for this work because of the following primary 
reasons: 

One, the Lord knew that Hanuman could assume any form that he wished, 
especially as a Brahmin, because he had first met the Lord at the foot of Mt. 
Rishyamook in this form when Sugriv asked him to go and meet the Lord to find out 
who he was—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, Chaupai line nos. 4 and 
6 that precede Doha no. 1. 

It was necessary to be disguised as a Brahmin, especially a young Brahmin 
student, as this form is shown respect by everyone, and it would therefore help 
Hanuman to have easy access to Ayodhya and meet Bharat to convey the Lord’s 
message to him without arousing any alarm or suspicion in the mind of the guards 
who were appointed to secure the hermitage where Bharat abided in Nandigram on 
the outskirts of Ayodhya. 

Two, Hanuman was able to cruise in the sky very swiftly as was proved on 
two prominent occasions earlier—once was when he had gone to the northern 
mountains to bring the herb needed to revive Laxman, and on another occasion when 
he had sailed over the mighty ocean to reach Lanka in search of Sita. Lord Ram 
needed someone who would silently and unnoticed sail through the sky very swiftly, 
and return back as swiftly after meeting Bharat and conveying the good news of the 
Lord’s return from the forest. 

Three, Lord Ram knew that Hanuman was highly intelligent and able to 
handle unexpected developments. The Lord wanted to find out if he was actually 
welcomed back in Ayodhya, of how Bharat would receive this news of his arrival—as 
is apparent in verse no. 2. Hanuman was clever enough to handle any difficult 
situation should it arise, and also wise enough to maneuver himself out of a sticky 
situation in case it unfortunately turned out that way. He was able in every respect— 
bodily he was strong and agile, mentally he was intelligent and wise, emotionally he 
was stable, was very polite and courteous in his mannerism, was basically warm at 
heart yet cold if dealing with a hostile correspondent, and in every way well qualified 
to be an excellent ambassador for his Lord. 

Four, Hanuman had already met Bharat while bringing the herb to revive 
Laxman. So it would be very easy for him to go straight to the place where Bharat 
lived, as well as to recognize him. Besides this, Bharat too would easily recognize 
Hanuman after the latter formally introduces himself and reminds Bharat of their 
previous meeting by citing some part of its conversation in order to convince Bharat 
of his authenticity. No other member of the Lord’s company had this benefit with 
him; none knew Bharat personally, nor did Bharat know any one of them. 

Five, the Lord still had some time left in his hands before the exact time of 14 
years of forest exile ended; a full day’s time was still left (apropos: Ram Charit 
Manas, Uttar Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 1). Lord Ram wished 
to use this time to visit sage Bharadwaj, as well as Nishad, his friend of the boatman 
community, which he did not do while heading straight to Ayodhya because he was in 
a hurry to reach it in case he missed the deadline of 14 years to the dot. By sending 
Hanuman to inform Bharat that the Lord had arrived, the fear of Bharat harming 
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himself, should there be some delay while the Lord spent some time with sage 
Bharadwaj and Nishad, was dispelled. Once Hanuman tells Bharat that the Lord has 
actually arrived but has gone back to pay his respects to sage Bharadwaj and then 
meet Nishad before coming to Ayodhya, Bharat would not do anything reckless, for 
surely he would have no objection at the Lord going back for a while to meet his 
acquaintances and friends who stood him in good stead in the forest. 

Six, the Lord’s plane had approached the city of Ayodhya from the southern 
direction, roughly the same direction where Bharat had established his hermitage at a 
place known as Nandigram on the southern outskirts of the city, and had been abiding 
there for the last 14 years. As the Pushpak plane approached the city and hovered over 
the sky, Lord Ram could clearly perceive Bharat’s place, as well as the fact that 
everything appeared to be quiet and normal on the ground within the city itself; there 
were no hectic activities, which in turn meant that there was no cause of alarm and 
hurry to descend. Since one day’s time was still left in hand before the expiry of an 
exact period of 14 years, Lord Ram decided to use it more prudently by paying a visit 
to sage Bharadwaj and Nishad even as Hanuman goes to give an advance notice to 
Bharat of the Lord's arrival. ] 


Ta VATA MATT TIS LAT UY CATT ufé TTS | 3 N 
art fates ait ast abet | oria et oft ani dts t v t 
A ve af wprerenr ce ate ferma wey et E uu M 


turata pavanasuta gavanata bhaya'ü. taba prabhu bharadvaja pahim gaya'ü. 
3. 

nana bidhi muni puja kinhi. astuti kari puni asisa dinhi. 4. 

muni pada bandi jugala kara jori. cadhi bimana prabhu cale bahori. 5. 


No sooner had the Lord given him instructions then Hanuman went off on his 
mission. 
Meanwhile, Lord Ram went to meet sage Bharadwaj’. (3) 


The sage worshipped Lord Ram in a variety of ways, offering his prayers and 
obeisance to the Lord, as well as blessing him’. (4) 


After their affectionate meeting, Lord Ram joined the palms of his hand in a gesture 
of reverence as he took his leave from the sage. 
The Lord boarded the plane once again and headed to his next destination. (5) 


[Note— Sage Bharadwaj's hermitage was situated at Prayag, the site of Triveni, the 
confluence of the three holy rivers Yamuna, Ganges and Saraswati. (Refer: Ram 
Charit Manas, (a) Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-7 that precede Doha no. 106; 
and (b) Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 44.) 

It means that after sending Hanuman on errand, Lord Ram ordered the plane to 
turn back and return to Prayag. 

An interesting observation is to be made at this juncture: The Pushpak plane 
had not landed yet; it was still airborne. It follows that after Lord Ram had instructed 
Hanuman to go to Bharat and tell him the good news that the Lord has arrived, 
Hanuman had gone on his assignment directly from the sky. We are aware of his 
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ability to ‘fly’ or ‘cruise’ or ‘sail’ in the air, as he has done it in the past on at least 
two prominent occasions: once when crossing the ocean to search Sita, and the second 
time when he had gone to the northern mountains to bring the herb to revive Laxman 
who lay wounded in the battle-field of Lanka. This helped the Lord to order the plane 
to turn back mid-air, as it saved a lot of time, to fulfill his wishes to go and meet sage 
Bharadwaj and the chief of the boatman community, Nishad. 

We have read that the Lord instructed Hanuman to disguise himself as a young 
Brahmin; so what Hanuman must have done was to land at some distant from 
Bharat’s hermitage in Nandigram and transmute himself into a Brahmin before 
walking to the hermitage. If any guard stopped him and asked who he was, Hanuman 
would have told him that he has come to meet Bharat with an important message. 
Since he was in the physical form of a Brahmin, a form that is universally respected, 
no one would have questioned him further. It is in this way that Hanuman could have 
an easy access to Bharat. When they met, of course, Hanuman told Bharat who he 
actually was. 


Sage Bharadwaj offered his prayers and obeisance to Lord Ram as the latter was the 
‘Lord of the world’, and he blessed the Lord because he was a very revered, a senior 
and an illustrious sage of great learning. 

When Lord Ram, Sita and Laxman had visited sage Bharadwaj on their way to 
the forest, at that time too the sage had done the same thing—he had worshipped the 
Lord, prayed to him, and blessed him. {Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, 
Doha no. 106 along with Chaupai line no. 1 that follows it.}] 


Bat Frere GAT WY SIT | Aa Ta He AT STITT & N 
Geant AT GI Ta Bat | SANS de WY STAT UT | 9 N 


iham nisada suna prabhu a'é. nava nava kaham/ loga bola'e. 6. 
surasari naghi jana taba ayo. utare'u tata prabhu ayasu payo. 7. 


Here, when Nishad heard that Lord Ram is arriving, he immediately sent out a 
message to all the members of the boatman community (of which he was the chief) 
and summoned them to assemble on the banks of river Ganges. (6) 


The plane crossed the river Ganges and arrived on this side (where Nishad was 
waiting for the Lord). The plane was then ordered by Lord Ram to land on the bank of 
the river. (7) 


qa vitai sit GET psg wenn uhr etse Wit uz ul 
dif arra ante wa rir i deht aa afaa ani i 9 u 


taba sitam püji surasari. bahu prakara puni carananhi pari. 8. 
dinhi asisa harasi mana ganga. sundari tava ahivata abhanga. 9. 
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Then Sita offered her worship to the holy river Ganges, the river of the gods 
(Surasarl) in various ways, and then prostrated at the feet of the deity of the river to 
pay her obeisance!. (8) 


River Ganges, in a personified form, felt very happy, and blessed Sita profusely, 
saying: ‘Oh fair lady! May you be blessed with a happy married life for an eternal 
time.’ (9) 


[Note—'Sita had offered her worship to the deity of river Ganges on her way out to 
the forest and sought the deity’s blessings for protection and safety for herself, her 
husband Lord Ram, and her brother-in-law Laxman during their period of trial in the 
forest, promising the deity that she would come again to pay her respects to the latter 
on the return journey back to Ayodhya. {Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, 
Doha no. 103 along with Chaupai line nos. 2-8 that precede it. } 

It was one main reason why Lord Ram decided to turn back from Ayodhya to 
go to the same place to enable Sita to keep her vows made to the holy river. | 


Old ET Mas WAHT pSTTS fene WTH TE AHA I 90 tl 
wale ua facies aeet tars stat at afer ae cet i 99 M 
Vita ara facies tas | atte Sarg ferat St TS t 23 0 


sunata guha dhaya'u premakula. aya'u nikata parama sukha sankula. 10. 
prabhuhi sahita biloki baidehi. pare'u avani tana sudhi nahim tehi. 11. 
priti parama biloki raghura'. harasi utha'i liyo ura lat. 12. 


As soon as Nishad (whose other name was “Guha”; *guha") heard that Lord Ram has 
landed, he rushed forward to meet and welcome the Lord. He went near the Lord with 
emotions of extreme joy and happiness overwhelming him. (10) 


When he beheld Lord Ram along with Vaidehi (Sita), he felt so thrilled and 
exhilarated that he lost awareness of his body as he fell down on the ground before the 
Lord (to express his joy and show reverence for the Lord). (11) 


When Lord Ram, the Lord of the Raghus (raghura'l), observed Nishad's immense 
affection for him, the Lord became very emotional even as he lifted Nishad up from 
the ground and embraced him most lovingly!. (12) 


[Note—'A special bond of friendship and affection had developed between Lord Ram 
and Nishad. When the Lord was on his way to the forest, he reached Sringberpur 
where Nishad lived. There the two met, and Nishad, along with his entire family and 
friends, had offered his worship to the Lord, and given him sweet fruits and edible 
roots as refreshment. Nishad had kept vigil as Lord Ram and Sita slept under a tree 
during the night. (Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that 
precedes Doha no. 87—to Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 92.} 

Though it is not clearly mentioned in the main Text of “Ram Charit Manas’ 
about till when Nishad accompanied Lord Ram into the forest, but in all probability it 
was till Chitrakoot. This would be evident on close analysis of the Text—for when we 
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reach the point in the narrative of Lord Ram’s journey into the forest and his 
establishing a small hermitage at Chitrakoot, the Text says that Nishad returned home, 
and on the way he found Sumantra, the chief minister of Ayodhya who had brought 
Lord Ram, Sita and Laxman in a chariot on the instructions of king Dasrath, still 
somewhere near the banks of river Ganges, grieving for the Lord. It was here that 
Sumantra was left by Lord Ram as he crossed the river on a boat to reach the other 
side and continue with his onwards journey. {Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya 
Kand, Chaupai line nos. 4-6 that precede Doha no. 142.} 


So. feat eee org Hor Fert Gas Wa Tat 19 1 
Sot UTA AAT smit Pact t HC Are it 3 N 
aa HU Ud Gast facies Farha Cant Ha HI 3 I 
ga SITH Teas Ta TATA Te TA LU v N 


chanda. 


liyo hrdayam la'i krpa nidhana sujana rayam ramapati. 1. 
baithari parama samipa bujhi kusala so kara binati. 2. 

aba kusala pada pankaja biloki biranci sankara sebya je. 3. 
sukha dhama püranakama rama namami rama namami te. 4. 


Lord Ram—who is a veritable treasury of the glorious virtues of grace, mercy, 
kindness and compassion (krpa nidhana), who is an exemplary gentleman (sujana), 
the Lord of the world (rayam), and Lord Vishnu, the divine husband of goddess 
Rama (also known as Laxmi; *ramapati"—picked up and clasped Nishad 
affectionately to his bosom. (Chanda line no. 1) 


Then the Lord made Nishad sit very close to him (signaling that the Lord treated 
Nishad as a dear friend), and asked the latter about his welfare. (Chanda line no. 2) 


Nishad replied, ‘Oh Lord! Now that I have seen the lotus-like feet of yours, feet that 
are served and worshipped by the creator Brahma and the concluder Shiva, everything 
is fine with me. (Chanda line no. 3) 


Oh Lord Ram who is an abode of joy, happiness and bliss (sukha dhama), and who 
is a fulfiller of all wishes (püranakama)! I repeatedly bow my head before your 
majesty (rama namami rama namami tē). (Chanda line no. 4) 


"s uif anm Frave at gR sna vul 3c emat iu i 
alate qenitare at pure ae feng t 8 t 
mg Wat ARA urs Wa Ve awe War 1 9 
aE ferment at fea AP arate War t e t 


saba bhamti adhama nisada so hari bharata jyomr ura la'iyo. 5. 
matimanda tulasidasa so prabhu moha basa bisara'iyo. 6. 
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yaha ravanari caritra pavana rama pada ratiprada sada. 7. 
kamadihara bigyanakara sura sid'dha muni gavahim muda. 8. 


I am a lowly person by all accounts, but you are so gracious and kind that you have so 
affectionately embraced me as if I was like your own dear brother Bharat'.’ (Chanda 
line no. 5) 


[Goswami Tulsidas, the poet-saint who first penned the divine Story of ‘Ram Charit 
Manas’ as we know of it today, addresses himself and says—] 


“Oh Tulsidas! Say how stupid you are to have forgotten such a magnanimous and 
gracious Lord as Lord Ram (who had gone out of his way to show so much love for 
even a lowly person as a boatman, treating him as if he was very dear to him and 
elevating him to the same pedestal as his own brother Bharat).^" (Chanda line no. 6) 


This Story relating the life of Lord Ram who had slayed Ravana is spiritually 
purifying and elevating for the soul of a living being, for it grants a person the benefit 
of having eternal devotion for the holy feet of the Lord who is no one else but a 
personified form of the Supreme Being. (Chanda line no. 7) 


This divine Story helps to eliminate all worldly enemies such as Kaam (passions) etc. 
that torment a creature; it also blesses one with spiritual enlightenment and wisdom. 

This is why illustrious sages, the exalted gods and great mystics sing it most 
enthusiastically. (Chanda line no. 8) 


[Note—'When Bharat had gone to Chitrakoot to bring Lord Ram back to Ayodhya, 
Nishad had accompanied him. It was Nishad who had guided Bharat to the Lord’s 
hermitage. Nishad was also a witness of the most loving way Lord Ram had clasped 
Bharat to his bosom when the two brothers finally met. At that time, Lord Ram had 
embraced Nishad too. 

{Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, (i) Chaupai line nos. 4-8 that 
precede Doha no. 198; (ii) Chaupai line nos. 1-4 that precede Doha no. 203; (iii) 
Chaupai line nos. 3-4 that precede Doha no. 216; (iv) Chaupai line nos. 5-8 that 
precede Doha no. 225; (v) Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 237—to Chaupai 
line no. 3 that precedes Doha no. 239; (vi) Doha no. 240 along with Chaupai line nos. 
1-2 that precede it; (vii) Doha no. 241.) 

So, all this memory was fresh in Nishad's mind; he became overwhelmed with 
gratitude and thankfulness when he realized that Lord Ram took a special detour just 
to come and meet him. 


*Tulsidas warns himself never to forget Lord Ram, as he will never find any other 
Lord as gracious and kind as Lord Ram is.] 


a0. wart Rea tae & eft St Gals Gs | 
fasta fasten fersrfer Frat fefe ofS maa i $39 (95 ) I 
doha. 
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samara bijaya raghubira ke carita je sunahim sujana. 
bijaya bibeka bibhüti nita tinhahi dehim bhagavana. 121 (a). 


Those wise gentlemen with good understanding and high intellect who hear this 
magnificent story of Lord Rughbir's victory in the epic war (of Lanka) are always 
blessed by the Lord (Sri Ram) with the boon of victory in all the endeavours in their 
lives, as well as by the virtues of wisdom and attainment of worldly prosperity’. 
(Doha no. 121-a) 


[Note—'A similar idea is affirmed by the saintly crow Kaagbhusund in Ram Charit 
Manas, Uttar Kand, Doha no. 120 while explaining the importance of the company of 
saints where the divine Story of Lord Ram is recited and discoursed upon. 

The great rewards that accrue to a spiritual seeker by hearing Lord Ram's 
divine Story are elaborately enumerated in Ram Charit Manas at a number of places. 
Some of these are the following verses: Ram Charit Manas, (a) Uttar Kand, Doha no. 
128—to Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 129; Chaupai line no. 1 that 
precedes Doha no. 126; Chaupai line nos. 1-7 that precede Doha no. 53; and (b) Baal 
Kand, from Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 31—to Chaupai line no. 5 that 
precedes Doha no. 33.] 


"Tg haa Actas 773 enit dug feram i 
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yaha kalikala malayatana mana kari dekhu bicara. 
Sriraghunatha nama taji nahina ana adhara. 121 (b). 


[In this verse, Tulsidas addresses his own self and says—] 


‘Oh my Mana (my inner-self; my heart and sub-conscious mind)! Ponder over the 
matter wisely and patiently, and arrive at the unequivocal Truth yourself. The present 
age of Kaliyug is a veritable den of all sorts of sins, mischief, vices and other evil 
devices. In this spiritual quagmire, the only source of succour and solace for the 
trapped creature is to be found in the holy name of Lord Raghubir, which is “Ram” 
(pronounced as Raam; or ‘Ram’)’, for in all sooth and without gainsay there is no 
other way.' (Doha no. 121-b) 


[Note—'The great spiritual significance of the holy name of Lord Ram, i.e. the word 
"Ram", especially with reference to Kaliyug, is detailed elsewhere in Ram Charit 
Manas. Refer: Ram Charit Manas, (a) Baal Kand, Doha no. 27 along with Chaupai 
line nos. 5-9 that precede it and Chaupai line no. 1 that follows it; and (b) Uttar Kand, 
Doha no. 103 along with Chaupai line nos. 4-8 that precede it; and Chaupai line nos. 
5-8 and Chanda line nos. 1-4 that precede Doha no. 130. 

Meanwhile, a whole set of verses in Baal Kand of Ram Charit Manas are 
dedicated to extolling the glories of Lord Ram's holy name: apropos—from Chaupai 
line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 19—to Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 
28.] 
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(v) Sub-section 21.1.5: Ram Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, Chanda line nos. 
1-4 and Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 1—to Doha no. 12: 


SITO. Ter Wen fer tater cnt sift site Oe eT 
We dé Greate TW pa du uu faa us ui 
doha. 


raha eka dina avadhi kara ati arata pura loga. 
jaham taham socahim nari nara krsa tana rama biyoga. a . 


One day was left before the exact period of 14 years (during which Lord Ram was to 
live in the forest in accordance to the word given by him to his late father king 
Dasrath) would finally come to end. 

The anxious citizens of Ayodhya, both the males and the females, were 
extremely eager to see the Lord back home by that time. They had all been so 
overcome with grief and sorrows during the Lord's long absence that they had 
become weak in their bodies and fidgety in their minds, especially because there was 
apprehension as to what would happen now if the Lord did not return in time’. (Doha- 


a) 


[Note— When Lord Ram was on his way to the forest 14 years ago, the citizens had 
become overwhelmed with grief and sorrows at that time too. They had abandoned 
the prosperous city of Ayodhya and their own comfortable homesteads with a firm 
determination to follow the Lord and live wherever he decides to live in the forest. 
But since this was impractical, and it would cause a lot of problems to the citizens 
themselves, so Lord Ram was forced to, much against his will and with a heavy heart, 
devise a way to leave the grief-stricken citizens while they were sleeping during the 
night, and quietly move ahead into the forest on a path which they wouldn't be able to 
follow. 

Remorse and pain of separation descended the subjects like a heavy mist of 
grief when they discovered in the morning that the Lord was nowhere to be found. 
Crestfallen, distraught, forlorn and broken in heart, the poor citizens had no option but 
to return to Ayodhya and somehow wait for the period of 14 years to end, for they 
were so sure of Lord's words that they knew for certain that even if the heaven and 
hell break loose from their moorings, Lord Ram can never rescind on his words that 
he would be back in Ayodhya just when the period of 14 years ended, which made 
them absolutely sure that the Lord would be with them after this period. 

But this was a painfully long and a burdensome wait, and though the citizens 
had been left with no other choice but to go through the needs of routine life, yet they 
did it mechanically like someone dumb and deaf is yoked to a plough. The nearer the 
end of the period 14 years approached, the greater became their anxiety and eagerness 
and nervousness. The only talk was about Lord Ram's arrival; everyone was on the 
lookout for any news of the Lord. Bharat must have surely appointed spies all along 
the route which the Lord was in all probability to take, the same path which Bharat 
himself had traveled on his way to and back from Chitrakoot. But as of date, there 
was no news. This exacerbated the people's anxiety and made them very 
apprehensive. No one could guess that Lord Ram was coming by the aerial route; 
there was no way they could have known it. 
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Surely then, when the news of the Lord’s arrival was actually conveyed to 
Bharat by Hanuman, and then by Bharat to the citizens, there must have been a 
spontaneous and tumultuous applause, and a thunderous cry of joy that reverberated 
in all the directions. 

Meanwhile, auspicious signs heralding good times were discernible, and those 
who were wise and sagacious in these matters could see that it meant positive tidings. 
They comforted the grieving people and assured them that Lord Ram was sure to 
come. | 


WH A Tat Aen WT Waa AT AT | 
WY SAT VATE SA A TT STATI 


saguna hohim sundara sakala mana prasanna saba kera. 
prabhu agavana janava janu nagara ramya cahum phera. b. 


Auspicious signs and good omens appeared in abundance, portending lucky tidings’. 
Seeing them filled the heart of everyone with joy and happiness. 

These positive signs were very encouraging, and they were indicating to the 
citizens that Lord Ram was soon to arrive. The city of Ayodhya, which was hitherto 
gloomy and overcast with a thick mist of grief, too appeared to suddenly become 
pleasant and charming in all its directions (as if the sun of good hope had emerged 
from behind a bank of dark cloud symbolizing hopelessness and helplessness)”. 
(Doha-b) 


[Note— Refer also to: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 4-6 that 
precede Doha no. 7. 


?Refer also to: Ram Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, Chaupai line no. 9 that precedes Doha 
no. 3.] 


MAA Al Ws AA BIg 378 Bs | 
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kausalyadi matu saba mana ananda asa ho'i. 
aya'u prabhu sri anuja juta kahana cahata aba ko'i. c. 


Mother Kaushalya and others! felt extremely exhilarated in their hearts. They felt that 
anytime now some messenger would come to them with the good news that Lord Ram 
has arrived with his wife Sita and younger brother Laxman’. (Doha-c) 


[Note—'King Dasrath had three queens; the chief was Kaushalya, the mother of Lord 
Ram, and the other two were Sumitra, the mother of Laxman and Shatrughan, and 


Kaikeyi, the mother of Bharat. 


?A similar scene is narrated in Geetawali Ramayan, Lanka Kand, verse nos. 17-20.] 
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Wd Ta st Chart tend SIRÍÉ ATT | 
SIT ATT TP BS Stet APT HCA STET UT UI 


bharata nayana bhuja dacchina pharakata barahim bara. 
jani saguna mana harasa ati lage karana bicara. d. 


Meanwhile, the right arms and eyelid of Bharat began fluttering repeatedly’. Realising 
that these were auspicious signs and lucky omens, Bharat felt joyful in his heart. He 
began thinking as to what it means. (Doha-d) 


[Note—'The fluttering of different parts of the body is regarded as good or bad sign 
depending on which part flutters. For men, the fluttering of right side of the body is 
considered auspicious and good, while for a woman the reverse is true, i.e. the 
fluttering of the left side of her body is regarded as good. 

Refer: Ram Charit Manas, (a) Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes 
Doha no. 231; (b) Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 4-7 that precedes Doha no. 7.] 


TO. WS Web fer Stare STETRT | AAA AA ga TS STURT II 9 I 
I Heat Tes Ae sas ah pfect felt atte ARTAS ut 2 UI 
ee MI ASAT ASHE (WH Ventas STITT N 3 t 
«uet fect rfe wey Seat area Aer GT fé ANT uv ul 


caupal. 


rahe'u ēka dina avadhi adhara. samujhata mana dukha bhaya'u apara. 1. 
karana kavana natha nahim aya'u. jani kutila kidhaum mohi bisaraya'u. 2. 
ahaha dhan'ya lachimana barabhagi. rama padarabindu anuragi. 3. 
kapati kutila mohi prabhu cinha. tate natha sanga nahim linha. 4. 


Realising that only one day was left for completion of 14 years, Bharat felt very sad; 
his heart and mind were overcome with extreme anxiety, worry and grief. (1) 


He pondered poignantly: *What is the reason why Lord Ram has yet not arrived? Is it 
possible that it because he perceived me to be wicked and scheming in my heart’, and 
therefore the Lord decided to forsake me; has he decided to get me off his mind and 
memory, and just forget me altogether? (2) 


Ah! How fortunate and lucky has Laxman been that he has had extreme affection for 
the lotus-like feet of the Lord’. (3) 


Surely the Lord discerned me to be wicked and evil in my heart, false and pervert, and 
this is the reason why the Lord did not take me along with him further on in his 
journey into the forest". (4) 


[Note—'Bharat’s deep sense of regret, grief and sadness are evident in Ram Charit 
Manas, Ayodhya Kand. Some of the verses that give a comprehensive picture of the 
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intensity of his remorse and sense of guilt are the following: Ram Charit Manas, 
Ayodhya Kand, (1) Doha no. 160; (ii) Chaupai line nos. 4-8 that precede Doha no. 
164; (111) Chaupai line no. 4 that precede Doha no. 167—to Chaupai line no. 8 that 
precede Doha no. 168; (iv) Doha no. 177—to Doha no. 183. 


*Refer also to: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, (i) Chaupai line no. 7 that 
precedes Doha no. 182; and Chaupai line nos. 1-2 that precede Doha no. 200 where 
Bharat is all praises for Laxman and his good fortune that he decided to discard 
everything else to serve Lord Ram selflessly. 


*Bharat has said the same thing ealier too in Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, 
Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 205. 

When Bharat had gone to Chitrakoot in an attempt to bring Lord Ram back to 
Ayodhya, he had offered that if the Lord thinks it not wise to return as it would violate 
the words he had given to his late father, then let it be so. But Laxman was not bound 
by any such vows; so Bharat offered an option: why not send Laxman back home, and 
in his place Bharat would accompany the Lord for the remaining period in the forest. 
(Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Doha no. 268 along with Chaupai line 
nos. 1-2 that follow it.) 

So therefore, Bharat laments woefully, with a lot of remorse in his grief- 
stricken heart: “I am sure that it is this reason why the Lord took Laxman along with 
him, and decided not to entertain my pleas when I requested him to come back to 
Ayodhya, or take me along with him on his onwards journey into the forest. The Lord 
knew that Laxman loved him and was dedicated to him more than I was; nay, the 
Lord realized that I was wicked and scheming in my heart. Is it not obvious—because 
was it not due to me that the Lord had to go to the forest in the first place, as my 
wicked mother Kaikeyi had devised this nasty plan all on her own, as I had nothing to 
do with it, so that I could ascend the throne and be a king of Ayodhya? Woe to me 
and my ill mother and my doomed fate! I can't and won't ever be able to convince the 
Lord that I am not guilty." 

Bharat's sense of remorse, regret and guilt are expressed by him in explicit 
terms on previous occasions also, such as when he laments that he has no doubt that it 
is he who is at the center of all the misfortunes that have befallen on the kingdom and 
which culminated in Lord Ram being sent to the forest: apropos—Ram Charit Manas, 
Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 3 and 5 that precede Doha no. 179.] 


iE enit Gast wy ant Mate Pea onera ua HUT Uu ul 
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jaum karani samujhai prabhu mori. nahim nistara kalapa sata kori. 5. 
jana avaguna prabhu mana na ka'u. dina bandhu ati mrdula subha'ü. 6. 


Should the Lord take into account my doings (and the horrible mischief perpetrated 
by my evil mother in the fallacious belief that she is furthering my imaginary 
interests), then there is no chance of my ever getting redemption even in countless 
cycles of my births and deaths (i.e. for eternity)’. (5) 
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[But I am sure it is not that way, for I know very well the nature of my dear brother 
that—] The lord does not mind the faults and shortcomings of his devotees and 
servants; it is because he is extremely and absolutely kind, compassionate, 
benevolent, gracious and forgiving by his very nature. Verily indeed, without gainsay 
and in all sooth, he is also a dear friend of those who are meek and lowly because of 
inherent nature which is very kind and sweet. (6) 


[Note—'Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Doha no. 179 along with Chaupai 
line nos. 3-5 that precede it. 

To wit, Bharat says that if one were to decide his fate merely on physical 
developments, without considering whether or not he was guilty of any misdoings, 
what were his internal feelings towards Lord Ram, and how much he has lamented 
and grieved due to these developments to which he was not a party at all, and which 
he had tried to remedy in the best possible way he could think of though he could not 
undo the fiat of fate, then there is no doubt that he would be doomed and condemned 
forever. 

But still there is hope for him, and this hope lies in the stellar nature of Lord 
Ram which he knew by experience to be most kind, gracious, compassionate, 
merciful, loving, benevolent, magnanimous, munificent, forgiving and tolerant. 
Bharat was certain that Lord Ram would embrace him and never abandon him, no 
matter what comes. 

His confidence in this regard is clear when he tells Lord Ram in Chitrakoot 
that he knows how much the Lord loves him—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya 
Kand, Chaupai line nos. 5-8 that precede Doha no. 260. Here Bharat says that during 
their childhood days, the Lord would lose a game in order to make Bharat win it, as 
this win would make Bharat rejoice, and Bharat's cheerful countenance would in turn 
make Lord Ram himself rejoice! What more proof is needed of how much the Lord 
loved Bharat. 


^A similar idea is expressed by Bharat himself in unequivocal terms earlier too— 
refer: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, (1) Chaupai line nos. 3-6 that precede Doha 
no. 183; (ii) Chaupai line nos. 4-6 that precede Doha no. 234; (iii) Chaupai line no. 5 
that precedes Doha no. 260; (iv) Chaupai line nos. 4-6 that precede Doha no. 299.] 


"iv fed sura ge dt? dfüfenfé Ta pu IS UN N 
Ghd state vee Sit WAT | STET Hat WT Hif GAT Uc Ui 


more jiyam bharosa drrha sō'ī. milihahirn rama saguna subha ho’. 7. 
bitern avadhi rahahim jaum prana. adhama kavana jaga mohi samana. 8. 


‘I am confident and absolutely certain that’, said Bharat to himself, ‘Lord Ram would 
meet me (or, conversely, I will meet him) as there are ample good omens and 
auspicious signs indicative of it'. (7) 


If I live beyond the time limit set for the Lord's return (which is exactly 14 years from 
the day he departed for the forest), then all the woes befall upon me, for then there 
would be no one as contemptible and despicable and sinful as me.^ (8) 
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[Note—'Refer: Doha line nos. b to d herein above. 
Refer also to: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Doha no. 234. 


*Bharat was overcome with surging waves of intense grief and insurmountable 
remorse. He was in such an emotional state of mind, and on edge, that he clung to all 
signs of hope that Lord Ram would return in time that he could think of. The good 
omens and auspicious signs which he perceived filled his heart with positive hope, but 
soon apprehension took the better hold of him and he began to think negatively. 

It was a virtual roller-coaster emotional drive for Bharat: in one instant he was 
on the crest of a wave of joy because his long wait for the Lord’s return was about to 
come to an end and there were ample signs of Nature that good news was in the 
offing, but soon he descended into a deep trough of sadness and depression when 
apprehension of something going unexpectedly wrong pulled him down and dashed 
his hopes. 

This mental state of uncertainty is seen earlier also when Bharat was heading 
to meet Lord Ram at Chitrakoot. At one instant he would walk briskly towards Lord 
Ram's hermitage as he was certain that the Lord would come rushing to embrace him 
as soon as he hears that Bharat has come, and the next instant he felt gloomy and 
forlorn as he apprehended that when the Lord hears that Bharat was approaching his 
hermitage, he would immediately leave it and go somewhere else in order to avoid 
meeting Bharat. 

This above emotional state of Bharat is clearly stated in Ram Charit Manas, 
Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 233—to Chaupai line no. 7 
that precedes Doha no. 234.] 


do. Wa feng AMR Ae Wet A AA ete | 
fam wo aR ert ga SIs WAS GT UTA eH ) I 


AS CRA HAGA Tel HS Ha T I 
TH WH Weald Had Gad AST Aes Uk (381) UU 
doha. 


rama biraha sagara maham bharata magana mana hota. 
bipra rupa dhari pavana suta a'i gaya'u janu pota. 1 (a). 
baithe dekhi kusasana jata mukuta krsa gata. 

rama rama raghupati japata sravata nayana jalajata. 1 (b). 


In the symbolic ocean of grief and sorrows caused by separation from Lord Ram, 
Bharat's mind was violently wobbling, tossing and spinning around as if it was about 
to sink in it, when Hanuman, the son of the wind god, came to Bharat disguised as a 
young Brahmin student. His arrival was like a boat that comes to help a drowning 
man by the latter’s good fortune, for it immediately provided succour and solace to 
the sinking spirits of Bharat. (Doha no. 1-a) 


Hanuman found Bharat sitting on a mat of reeds; his matted hairs were coiled on the 
top of his head like a crown, and his body was emaciated. He (Bharat) was constantly 
repeating the name of Lord Ram, muttering *Ram-Ram' incessantly, and tears rolled 
down his eyes in an endless stream’. (Doha no. 1-b) 
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[Note—'A similar portrait of Bharat is described elaborately in Ram Charit Manas, 
Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 324—to Chaupai line no. 2 
that precedes Doha no. 326.] 


"dio. CEA STAM Sta SAS puer Md AAT ser ALAS I g Il 
THe aga Mila Ge at | aes Stat Nem AA AAT 2 I 


caupa’. 


dekhata hanümana ati harase'u. pulaka gata locana jala barase'u. 1. 
mana maham bahuta bhamti sukha mani. bole'u $ravana sudha sama bani. 2. 


When Hanuman saw Bharat, he was extremely delighted; his body became thrilled 
and tears of joy rolled down his eyes.* 

[*This verse can be read in another way too as follows: “No sooner did Bharat 
see Hanuman than he felt extremely exhilarated; his body was thrilled and a stream of 
tears rolled down from his eyes." But taking into consideration what follows next, this 
interpretation does not fit in well. So therefore, the interpretation in the main text 
herein above should be regarded as the correct one.] (1) 


He (Hanuman) felt extremely delighted in his heart and mind (Mana), and spoke 
words that were very sweet and pleasant to hear as if they were soaked in ambrosia. 


Q) 


wg fare reg feu dt (veg Prop uidi u 3 u 
Waa fetch US Gaal | SIS HA Sa AM ATT Ul UI 


jasu biraham socahu dina rati. ratahu nirantara guna gana pantti. 3. 
raghukula tilaka sujana sukhadata. aya'u kusala déva muni trata. 4. 


Hanuman said to Bharat: ‘The Lord (Sri Ram) for whom you lament so much, whose 
glories and virtues you constantly remember, that Lord who is the most exalted in the 
line of illustrious kings descending from king Raghu (raghukula tilaka), and the 
Lord who dispels the torments and worries of gods as well as sages—verily indeed, he 
has come back safely, hale and hearty. (3-4) 


Ry wr viter Gare Al Aaa Clar ufa SST WY STAT UG N 
Ord oer fere wa Gear | Perea Fars arg fUsTHT ii & i 


ripu rana jiti sujasa sura gavata. sita sahita anuja prabhu avata. 5. 
sunata bacana bisare saba dukha. trsavanta jimi pa'i piyusa. 6. 
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He has vanquished the enemy in the battle-field, and his resounding glories are being 
sung even by the gods. The Lord is coming along with Sita and his younger brother 
(Laxman).' (5) 


As soon as Bharat heard these pleasant and comforting words, all his grief and 
sadness vanished as if a thirsty person has found a fount of nectar. (6) 


ht GS Aa Het a se | ale urn fret sre ATT 9 N 
Tred Ga enfu STAT AT A A HUTT t £z N 
arate tuf ant fant ard ata Nes SiS Tar s Ul 


ko tumha tata kaham te a'e. mohi parama priya bacana suna'e. 7. 
maruta suta maim kapi hanumana. namu mora sunu krpanidhana. 8. 
dinabandhu raghupati kara kinkara. sunata bharata bhente'u uthi sadara. 9. 


[When Bharat heard the news of Lord Ram's arrival safely back to Ayodhya, he was 
overjoyed; the words announcing these good tidings filled Bharat's heart with excess 
of delight. He asked the messenger who conveyed this good news to him to introduce 
himself.] 


Bharat asked, *My dear (tata), say who art thou, and from whence hast thou comest? 
Verily indeed and without gainsay, the words which thou hast just said are 
exceptionally dear to me (and to hear which I hadst been longing for so long).' (7) 


Hanuman replied, ‘Oh an embodiment of grace and kindness (krpanidhana)! Listen, 
I am the son of the wind god (maruta suta), and my name is Hanuman, the Kapi 
(literally, a member of the monkey race; maim kapi hanumana). (8) 


I am a humble servant (kinkara) of Lord Raghupati (Lord Ram, the Lord of the 
Raghu race) who is a friend of the humble, the lowly, the miserable and the meek 
(dinabandhu raghupati).’ 

As soon as Bharat heard these words, he got up instantly and met Hanuman 
very reverentially (with great affection in his overjoyed heart). (9) 


firera Wa fé eet WHIdD DURER wer eren TIT ll Qo N 
vef de wr ener qu Stet | Pret sms ife Ws usta t 99 u 
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we dee aia sme aft fare SaaS HS ATT 11 3 M 
"fast aed St À drér | stat Wey UR Parag Wet! 2 i 


milata prema nahirn hrdayami samata. nayana sravata jala pulakita gata. 10. 
kapi tava darasa sakala dukha bite. mile aju mohi rama pirite. 11. 

bara bara büjhi kusalata. to kahumi dé'um kaha sunu bhrata. 12. 

ehi sandésa sarisa jaga mahim. kari bicara dekhe'um kachu nahirn. 13. 
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nahina tata urina maim tohi. aba prabhu carita sunavahu mohi. 14. 


Bharat met Hanuman very emotionally and embraced him; his heart overflowed with 
love and affection for the latter so much so that it seemed to fail to contain it, and this 
burst of spontaneous emotion revealed itself in a stream of tears of joy that ran out of 
Bharat's eyes as well as the thrill that spread over his entire body. (10) 


Bharat said, ‘Oh Kapi! By having the good fortune of seeing you all my woes, all my 
grief and miseries are dispelled forthwith. I am so lucky that I have met someone 
today who is as dear to Lord Ram as you are (mile aju mohi rama pirite)'. (11) 


As he said these words, Bharat was so highly overwhelmed with affection for 
Hanuman so much so that he repeatedly (embraced him and) asked him about his 
welfare, saying, ‘Listen my dear brother (sunu bhrata); tell me what can I give thee 
today in return of the good news that thou have brought hither to me? (12) 


This message of Lord Ram's safe arrival is so great and welcome a news for me that 
while pondering over the matter I find myself at a loss to discover anything that is 
worthy of being given to you as a reward for bringing this glad tiding’. [To wit, I 
don't know what to grant you as a memorable gift to express my deep sense of thanks 
to you, and how much I am obliged to you for bringing this good news of the Lord's 
safe arrival today.] (13) 


My dear (tata)! I will ever remain indebted to you~. Now, I request you to tell me 
about the Lord and the various deeds that he has done. [Tell me about the 
developments that took place since our last meeting when you were going back to 
Lanka with the mountain containing the herb required to revive Laxman. Update me 
about all that had happened since then.]’ (14) 


[Note— Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, Chaupai line no. 7 that 
precedes Doha no. 3. 


*Lord Ram too has expressed similar emotions for Hanuman in Ram Charit Manas, 
Sundar Kand, Chaupai line nos. 5-7 that precede Doha no. 32.] 


qa STA Als Us HIS | He URA TAA WA MAT N Vu UI 
we aft Hag Hurt AE | afte ate are sat T I R Ul 


taba hanumanta na'i pada matha. kahe sakala raghupati guna gatha. 15. 
kahu kapi kabahum krpala gosa'im. sumirahim mohi dasa ki na'im. 16. 


Then Hanuman bowed his head reverentially at the feet of Bharat, and narrated all 
glorious and meritorious deeds done by Lord Raghupati (Lord Ram)’. (15) 


After hearing out Hanuman, Bharat asked him: ‘Say Kapi, did the merciful and 
gracious Lord was ever kind enough to remember me as a devoted and loyal servant 
of his?^ (16) 
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[Note—'To wit, Hanuman narrated briefly how the war against Ravana was fought 
and won by Lord Ram, about the appointment of Vibhishan as the new king of Lanka, 
how Sita was reunited with the Lord, how the Lord boarded the Pushpak plane with 
his chief commanders of both the demon army and the monkey army as he flew back 
to Ayodhya, and how, after sending Hanuman to meet Bharat and convey the news of 
his arrival, the Lord has presently gone back for a while to meet some of his 
acquaintances in the forest that he missed while coming to Ayodhya in a hurry to 
meet the deadline of coming back after 14 years of forest exile. 


*Sita has asked Hanuman a similar question when the latter had gone in search for her 
in Lanka; she enquired: “Tell me dear, whether Lord Ram ever remembered me 
kindly”? Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes 
Doha no. 14.] 


So. frr anu sub tase Hag HH Ps enit I g | 
yA ord sent ferita atta enfu werten eet aS Weit t 3 
THA FT ga SIT TDI HST SVT SAT TIT 3 I 
ale 7 als ferite uc uita wem Rig STU YU 


chanda. 


nija dasa jyOrn raghubansabhüsana kabahum mama sumirana karyo. 1. 
suni bharata bacana binita ati kapi pulaki tana carananhi paryo. 2. 
raghubira nija mukha jasu guna gana kahata aga jaga natha jo. 3. 
kahe na ho'i binita parama punita sadaguna sindhu so. 4. 


[Bharat asked Hanuman once again—] ‘Did Lord Ram, who is like a jewel in the 
illustrious king Raghu's family, ever remember me as being one of his own (loyal, 
faithful and devoted) servants?" (Chaupai line no. 1) 


Hearing such modest and humble words of Bharat, Hanuman was overcome with joy 
even as he fell at Bharat's feet with a thrill spreading over his body. (Chaupai line no. 
2) 


Hanuman praised Bharat for his virtues and excellent nature when he thought to 
himself: ‘Indeed, he whose good nature and excellent virtues have been so lavishly 
praised by Lord Raghubir (Lord Ram), who is the Lord of the entire world, himself --- 
(Chaupai line no. 3) 


--- What wonder is there then that Bharat would be so exceptionally modest, humble, 
gracious and courteous, as well as an embodiment of all the divine virtues, as he truly 
is?” (Chaupai line no. 4) 


[Note— Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, (i) Chaupai line no. 8 that 
precedes Doha no. 231—to Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 233. In these 
verses, Lord Ram has praised Bharat and extolled his virtues, declaring that there is 
no one who is purer in his heart, who possesses better virtues and character, and who 
is more good natured than Bharat is in this world. Not only Lord Ram, even the gods 
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in the heaven had praised Bharat on this occasion and affirmed his holy nature by way 
of a unanimous declaration made by them in the form of a voice from the sky. 

We read that in Chitrakoot, Lord Ram had praised Bharat and said that he was 
ready to do what Bharat wished, even if that meant breaking his own vows. {Refer: 
Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, (i) Chaupai line nos. 1-2 that precede Doha no. 
259; and (ii) Chaupai line nos. 4-8 that precede Doha no. 263—to Doha no. 264.) 

When we read further the Story of the Ram Charit Manas, we find that Bharat 
has been lavishly praised by everyone who came in contact with him according to the 
occasion. For instance, the citizens of Ayodhya, the mothers, the ministers, the sages 
and guru Vashistha—all had great respect for Bharat and praised him profusely. 
{Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 3-5 that precede 
Doha no. 184; Chaupai line no. 2 that precede Doha no. 185.) 

Then we have the great sage Bharadwaj who had heaped great honours and 
praises on Bharat when they met while Bharat was on his way to Chitrakoot to try and 
persuade Lord Ram to return to Ayodhya. (Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya 
Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 208—to Chaupai line no. 6 that 
precedes Doha no. 210. 

On the way to Chitrakoot, every one of the villagers and ordinary country folk 
had nothing but praise for Bharat. {Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, 
Doha no. 233 along with Chaupai line nos. 7-8 that precede it, and Chaupai line nos. 1 
and 6 that follow it.) 

At Chitrakoot itself, we read that the illustrious sage Vasistha was bowled 
over by Bharat's devotion and affection for Lord Ram, as well as by Bharat's humility 
and excellent virtues. (Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line 
nos. 1-5 that precede Doha no. 257; Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 258; 
Chaupai line nos. 1-2 that precede Doha no. 259.} 

King Janak had also lauded the excellent character of Bharat when he was 
informed by messengers about the developments in Ayodhya, and that Bharat had 
gone to Chitrakoot to fetch Lord Ram. (Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, 
Chaupai line nos. 1-3 that precede Doha no. 272.} 

Once again at Chitrakoot itself, mother Kaushalya had extolled Bharat in 
glorious terms before king Janak's wife, queen Sunayana, the mother of Sita. 
{Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-7 that precede 
Doha no. 283.) 

When king Janak came to know in detail how Bharat had behaved and about 
his noble character, the king was overwhelmed with respect for Bharat and praised 
him profusely while discussing the matter with his wife, queen Sunayana. (Apropos: 
Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 288— 
to (Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes 
Doha no. 290. 

To wit, every one who came in contact with Bharat on any occasion, had 
nothing but praise for him, so therefore there is no wonder here that Hanuman too 
would be overwhelmed by the holy and virtuous nature, and the excellent and noble 
character of Bharat.] 
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rama prana priya natha tumha satya bacana mama tata. 
puni puni milata bharata suni harasa na hrdayam samata. 2 (a). 


The overwhelmed Hanuman replied to Bharat: *Oh Lord (natha), believe me that you 
are dear to Lord Ram as his own life. My dear (tata), honestly I tell you that my 
words are nothing but the truth (Satya bacana mama).' 

When he heard these reassuring words that gave him great comfort, the 
exhilarated Bharat embraced Hanuman repeatedly even as his heart overflowed with 
emotions of joy and happiness that were so intense and profound by their nature that 
the heart failed to contain them (and it seemed that the tide of emotions swamped 
Bharat's entire being)’. (Doha no. 2-a) 


[Note—'Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, Chaupai line no. 10 that precedes 
Doha no. 2 herein above. 

Lord Ram was very eager to be reunited with Bharat at the end of the war of 
Lanka when he said that “the remembrance of Bharat and his miserable condition fills 
me with such sorrows that a moment that passes seems to be like an age for me". 
{Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, line no. 2 of Doha no. 116-a as well as 
Doha no. 116-c.j] 


Jo. wa ae fae IS qi Tas cef v ute i 
Het HAT We Vs EX wers WY AMT AS 9 (3) 


soratha. 


bharata carana siru na'i turita gaya'u kapi rama pahim. 
kaht kusala saba ja'i harasi cale'u prabhu jana cadhi. 2 (b). 


Hanuman (the Kapi) bowed his head reverentially at Bharat's feet and immediately 
left the place to go back to Lord Ram. 

Once there, he narrated all the good news to the Lord. As soon as the Lord 
heard that everything was fine, he immediately boarded the plane and cheerfully 
started towards his destination (Ayodhya)!. (Sortha no. 2-b) 


[Note—'This verse clearly and unambiguously indicates that Lord Ram had not 
directly descended to land in Ayodhya earlier, but had preferred to send Hanuman 
instead while he took a turn to go back to meet sage Bharadwaj and Nishad, the chief 
of the boatman community, because the Lord wished to find out what the ground 
realities were like in Ayodhya. 

Lord Ram wished to discern whether or not he was actually welcome in the 
city; and also to find out what was Bharat's attitude towards him—did he still have 
the same degree of love and loyalty towards the Lord, or was there any change in him 
during the period that elapsed between his going to Chitrakoot and now that the time 
of the Lord's arrival has actually arrived. Lord Ram wished to avoid any unpleasant 
situation; he did not want to offend Bharat in any way. So should it turn out that 
Bharat's warmth and love for the Lord has cooled down, and there were some evil 
designs waiting for him on his return, then the Lord decided in his mind that he would 
find some excuse to remain away and let Bharat ascend the throne of Ayodhya. 


2073 


There is no doubt about it for two obvious reasons. One, it was precisely this 
purpose for which Hanuman was sent by him as an emissary to Bharat (refer: Lanka 
Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-2 that precede Doha no. 121). And two, as soon as 
Hanuman brought the good news regarding Bharat—that he was very much the same 
Bharat as he was fourteen years ago and there is no change in his attitude at all, that 
his affection and devotion for the Lord had not diminished even a wee whit, and that 
he is eagerly awaiting Lord Ram’s arrival, and that the Lord ought naught to have any 
apprehensions of any kind whatsoever on his account—the Lord “immediately 
boarded the plane to go to his destination", without wasting any more time. ] 


"dio. Ba Nt HIATT SIT | MATA a hs SAT U g Ul 
UP Het He Ae MIS | Slate TR HAST THATS d 2 M 
Old Gael wr sis emg ale WY Hat sm WHens i 3 i 
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caupa’. 


harasi bharata kosalapura a'e. samacara saba gurahi suna'e. 1. 

puni mandira maham bata janā'ī. avata nagara kusala raghura". 2. 

sunata sakala jananim uthi dha'im. kahi prabhu kusala bharata samujha'im. 3. 
samācāra purabasinha pā'ē. nara aru nari harasi saba dhā'ē. 4. 


The jubilant Bharat came to the capital city of the kingdom of Ayodhya, known as 
*kosalapura', and conveyed the happy tidings to his guru, sage Vashitha. (1) 


Then he sent a similar message to the palace, that Lord of the Raghus, Lord Ram, is 
coming back to the city safely. (2) 


No sooner the mothers heard this good news, than they got up and rushed to meet 
Bharat and enquire as to the truth of it. Bharat personally explained everything to 
them about the Lord’s welfare’. (3) 


As soon as the citizens heard this excellent news that spread like wildfire in the city, 
everyone, the males as well as the females, got up immediately and sprinted out 
excitedly to confirm the happy tidings’. (4) 


[Note—'When the eager mothers, Kaushalya, the mother of Lord Ram, and Sumitra, 
the mother of Laxman, heard the good news, they rushed out of their palaces to meet 
Bharat and ask him details. Bharat told them about his meeting with Hanuman, and 
what the latter had told him about Lord Ram’s happy return. This good news, for 
which the mothers had been eagerly waiting to hear for the past so many years, filled 
them with utmost joy; their worried, sad and despondent countenances marked by a 
cloud of uncertainty and despair, suddenly changed their colour into that of delight, 
cheer and joy, as if the bright sunshine has made its rejuvenating appearance from 
behind a curtain of dark gloomy clouds. 


?The good tidings of Lord Ram’s safe and happy arrival sent a wave of jubilation and 
cheer through the streets and avenues of the great capital city of Ayodhya as if some 
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life-saving drug has been injected into the veins of a very sick person, invigorating 
him and infusing a new dawn of hope in his heart that was stricken with the disease of 
hopelessness and helplessness just a while ago. The citizens rushed out of their homes 
and workplaces, leaving behind whatever they were engaged in, and in whatever 
condition they were in (apropos: verse no. 7 herein below). First they couldn’t believe 
their ears and good fortune, but as the truth of the news sank in, there was a 
spontaneous eruption of applause, cheering and thanksgiving throughout the city. It 
appeared that after the grey and gloomy days of chill and snowy winter, spring has 
finally appeared with a splash of colours of all hues of the rainbow. | 


afa gat Tet wer el Aa qendt aer ATT HETT I & tl 
at aft ea ore att pner fet Peeper g t 

a Ware café sf urefé pers cà GTA ras o N 
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dadhi durba rocana phala phüla. nava tulasi dala mangala mula. 5. 

bhari bhari hema thara bhamini. gavata calim sindhuragamini. 6. 

je jaisehirn taiséhirn uthi dhavahim. bala brd'dha kaham sanga na lavahim. 7. 
ēka ekanha kahan büjhahirn bha'l. tumha dekhe dayala raghura’. 8. 


To mark the most auspicious news, there were widespread celebrations in the city. 
The honourable ladies of the city arranged auspicious articles in golden plates, things 
such as small pots filled with fresh curd, blades of green grass, the yellow pigment 
known as ‘Gorochan'’, fruits and flowers of various kinds, and freshly plucked leaves 
of the sacred Tulsi (basil) plant, and came out of their homes, walking majestically 
with a swaying gait like adult elephants (walking down avenues during a royal 
ceremony), singing auspicious songs befitting the happy occasion. (5-6) 


These honourable ladies got up and proceeded forth from their homes immediately 
upon hearing the good news, in whatever manner they happened to be at that moment, 
leaving aside whatever chores they were engaged in at that time, and they were so 
overcome with delight that they sallied out alone spontaneously, shunning their 
children and old people of the household". (7) 


Everyone asked his neighbour whom he or she met: *My dear, hast thou seen Lord 
Ram anywhere?" (8) 


[Note— The *Gorochan' is a yellow coloured viscous liquid; it is basically bile that is 
secreted by a cow. It is collected and used as a pigment for religious ceremonies. 


"Usually it is a practice in respectable households that whenever women folk venture 
out into the streets and market places, they are expected to be accompanied by their 
children or some senior member of the family. But such formalities and niceties were 
kept aside for the time being; the whole city erupted as a single mass of people 
overwhelmed with joy and engaged in rapturous celebration. Everyone became a kin 
of his neighbour; every child and senior citizen became a family member of the 
women folk singing merrily on the street. All distinctions were obliterated; all 
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differences of age and gender vanished; all greeted everyone else who he or she met 
anywhere as if they had known each other for ages. 

Ayodhya was, at the time, one large family that was celebrating the welcome 
arrival of one of their dear members who had gone out on an adventure to an 
unknown land long time ago, and who has now returned safe, hale and hearty, 
triumphantly and victoriously, with a lot of merit and acclaim added to his already 
rich repertory of glory and fame. 


?The news of Lord Ram’s arrival had come, and that was enough to send the cheering 
people out into the streets. There was confusion as to where the Lord has actually 
arrived, or who has actually seen him. No one knew the exact answer in the tumult; so 
everyone asked everyone else if he or she has seen the Lord somewhere. 

The glad tidings of Lord Ram’s arrival punctured a hole in the pitcher of 
patience that the sad citizens had somehow held on to for fourteen long years, and 
now their patience ran out in a wild stream of impatience as they were all eager and 
anxious to see their beloved Lord standing right in their midst at the shortest possible 
time. The ecstasy and exuberance amongst the citizens of Ayodhya, ignited by the 
thought that finally they would meet their beloved Lord Ram once again, was so 
overwhelming and intense that the milling crowd created more confusion than give 
any clear answer to the question ‘where actually Lord Ram was then?’.] 


TAIT WY Bad At 1 As Mahe AA TMA i 9 ti 
aes erat fata GAT | as ATS aft Pret ANT Ut 2o 1 


avadhapuri prabhu avata jani. bha'i sakala sobha kai khani. 9. 
baha'i suhavana tribidha samira. bha'i saraju ati nirmala nira. 10. 


As soon as the news of Lord Ram’s arrival reached the City of Ayodhya, deriving its 
name from the vast kingdom known as ‘Avadha’ (avadhapur), it transformed into a 
most magnificent and pleasant city, an enchanting city that was like an embodiment of 
everything that is beautiful, pleasant and charming’. (9) 


A pleasant breeze having the three qualities of excellence? blew softly across it; and 
clear water flowed in the holy river Saryu that flanked the city on its north. (10) 


[Note—'When Lord Ram took birth, a similar transformation was seen in Ayodhya. 
Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-4, and 8 that precede Doha 
no. 194—to Doha no. 195. 


?The three qualities that make a breeze pleasant are the following: it must be soft, it 
must be scented or have a sweet fragrance, and it must be cool.] 
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harasita gura parijana anuja bhusura brnda sameta. 
cale bharata mana prema ati sanmukha krpaniketa. 3 (a). 


Every single person was jubilant and ecstatic. Accompanied by the guru (sage 
Vasistha), kith and kin, all the subjects of the kingdom, the younger brother (1.e. 
Shatrughan), and all the sages and Brahmins living there, Bharat, whose heart was 
brimming over with affection, set off to meet and welcome the Lord (Sri Ram) who is 
an abode of grace, compassion and kindness. (Doha no. 3-a) 


agin del steve af ma faa 
aha wert at ahaa Hele GATT MT 3 (33) UI 


bahutaka carhim atarinha nirakhahim gagana bimana. 
dekhi madhura sura harasita karahim sumangala gana. 3 (b). 


Many of the women folk went up on the terraces of their homes and watched as the 
plane came into view in the sky. 

As soon as they saw the plane approach, they spontaneously started singing in 
sweet voices melodious songs that were auspicious and suitable for such occasions. 
(Doha no. 3-b) 


Tent afa vía ur fae che gun i 
ASM HITS HUT AT TR GUT AAT 3 (7) 


raka sasi raghupati pura sindhu dekhi harasana. 
barhyo kolahala karata janu nari taranga samana. 3 (c). 


Verily indeed, on that occasion it appeared that Lord Ram was like a full moon, and 
Ayodhya was like an ocean. 

Just as the ocean heaves and produces high tides when the full moon shines 
over it, Ayodhya exulted with waves of excitement that overwhelmed its ecstatic 
residents who surged ahead with bubbling enthusiasm as soon as Lord Ram was 
sighted overhead in the sky. In this surging crowd of jubilant citizens, the women folk 
were like the waves of the ocean that move forward as soon as it sights the moon 
above. (Doha no. 3-c) 


[Note—In this imagery, Lord Ram is compared to the moon as presently he is seen 
aboard the plane that is airborne, just like the moon that is seen at its station in the 
sky. On the ground below, the huge crowd of cheering citizens surging forward to 
meet the Lord is compared to the ocean that has high tides when a full moon is 
overhead, and the waves move inland in a particular direction just as the excited 
citizens are moving in the direction where the plane seems to be headed to make a 
landing. 

Refer also to: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 2-6 that 
precede Doha no. 1.] 
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ao. set TTE Hae feret peni Varad AT TAT Ul 8 i 
Oi Huta site ihar | OTS Ut efe aes SAT R N 


caupa’. 


iham bhanukula kamala divakara. kapinha dekhavata nagara manohara. 1. 
sunu kapisa angada lankesa. pavana puri rucira yaha desa. 2. 


[Meanwhile, when Hanuman conveyed the good news to Lord Ram that everything 
was fine with Bharat, and the Lord should have no hesitation in proceeding to 
Ayodhya forthwith as he would be affectionately and warmly received, the Lord 
immediately boarded the Pushpak plane and headed to his destination. As the plane 
neared Ayodhya, the Lord cheerfully pointed out the beauty of the sprawling city to 
his companions who were accompanying him on board the plane.] 


Here, Lord Ram, who was like a Sun that made the lotus flower representing the Solar 
race bloom’, showed his Kapi friends the charming city of Ayodhya that spread on the 
ground below. (1) 


Lord Ram said: ‘Listen Sugriv (kapisa), Angad and Vibhishan (lankésa)! This city 
itself is holy, and it grants holiness to them who view it. The countryside surrounding 
it, as well as the country of which it is the capital city (i.e. the kingdom of 
‘Ayodhya’), are as charming as the city itself". (2) 


[Note—'In this metaphor, Lord Ram is likened to the ‘sun’, and the solar race that 
ruled over the kingdom of Ayodhya and in which the Lord was born, to the ‘lotus 
flower’. The lotus flower is known to open its petals and bloom when the sun rises in 
the sky. So as soon as Lord Ram appeared in a plane over the city of Ayodhya just as 
the sun rises in the sky, the whole family of the Lord, as well as the city where they 
lived, felt happy and exuberant as if a lotus has opened its petals at the sight of the 
overhead sun. 


?The Lord means that the capital city of Ayodhya, along with the surrounding 
countryside and the kingdom of which the city is the capital, and from which it 
derives its name ‘Ayodhya’ or ‘Avadh’ or ‘Kaushal Puri’, are all equally charming 
and wonderful to behold. The kingdom of Ayodhya was also known as Avadh or 
Kaushal, and hence its capital city had various names, such as ‘Ayodhya’, *Avadh' or 
‘Kaushal Puri'.] 


Walt Wa ahs TSM |e UT fated Sn AAT 3 UI 
steer an fre ate AS pug WaT AS ALS ATS d Y I 


jadyapi saba baikuntha bakhana. béda purana bidita jagu jana. 3. 
avadhapuri sama priya nahim so'u. yaha prasanga jana'i ko'u ko'ü. 4. 


Although everyone praises the glories of Vaikuntha (which is the heavenly abode of 
Lord Vishnu)’, and it is famed in the Vedas, the Purans as well as the rest of the world 
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[3], yet it is not dear to me as is the capital city of Ayodhya, known as ‘Avadhpuri’’. 
Very few are fortunate to realize this’. [4] (3-4) 


[Note—'Lord Ram is an incarnation of Lord Vishnu, the Supreme Being who has his 
abode in Vaikuntha, that part of heaven where the Lord resides. Heaven has many 
divisions or sections or areas where different gods live. The part where Indra, the king 
of gods live, is called ‘Indra-loka’. Similarly, there is ‘Brahma-loka’ where Brahma, 
the creator, has his abode; Mt. ‘Kailash’ or ‘Shiva-loka’ is where Lord Shiva lives, 
*Gandharva-loka' where the Gandharvas live, and so on. The highest among these 
various heavenly abodes is ‘Vaikuntha’ where Lord Vishnu lives. 

The word ‘Vaikuntha’ is derived from the words ‘Kuntha’ and ‘Vai’. Kuntha 
means that which decays; and Vai means that which does not. Hence, the word 
Vaikuntha means ‘that which does not decay’; or that which is ‘eternal’. Thus, 
Vaikuntha is the eternal abode of the Supreme Being, or the abode of that Lord who is 
eternal. 


? Ayodhya is dearer to Lord Ram than Vaikuntha because the Lord took birth for the 
welfare of his devotees in the former city, and since devotees are themselves very 
dear to the Lord, hence that city which hosted the Lord so that he could deliver 
countless devotees and provide them endless joy in this world would naturally be 
dearer to him than a place where the creature goes after his death. Whereas the Lord 
who lives in Vaikuntha is an invisible Being, and that abode known as Vaikuntha 
itself is too abstract to be understood by the common man, it is of little or no practical 
value for an ordinary living being who is toiling throughout his life in this mundane 
world, hoping to find some means of attaining peace of mind and bliss of the spirit. 
On the other hand there is Lord Ram who lived in Ayodhya, like an ordinary human 
being, himself undergoing all the problems associated with life in this mundane 
world, and yet acting as a beacon of hope and solace for the tormented soul of the 
creature, promising happiness and salvation to him, then surely the Lord and his 
abode known as Ayodhya become more practically relevant to the living being. In this 
context, refer to: Ram Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, (i) Chaupai line nos. 2-3 that 
precede Doha no. 75; (ii) Chaupai line no. 12 that precede Doha no. 114. 

This is the primary reason why the Lord says that *Ayodhya is dearer to me 
than Vaikuntha’. 

Incidentally, the ‘Tripaadvibhut Mahanarayan Upanishad’ describes the 
existence of seven Vaikunthas in its Canto nos. 6-7. These are the following: Paad- 
vibhuti Vaikuntha, Vishwaksen Vaikuntha, Brahma-Vidya Vaikuntha, Sri Tulsi 
Vaikuntha, Bodha-nanda Vaikuntha, Sudarshan Vaikuntha, and Advaitya Vaikuntha 
which is also known as Tripaadvibhut Vaikuntha. 


?The glories of Ayodhya has been lauded elsewhere too in Ram Charit Manas. For 
instance, (1) Baal Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-3 that precede Doha no. 16; Chaupai line 
no. 3 that precedes Doha no. 195; (ii) Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes 
Doha no. 74; (iii) Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 9 that precedes Doha no. 120; (iv) 
Uttar Kand, Chaupai line nos. 5-7 that precede Doha no. 97; Chaupai line nos. 9-10 
that precede Doha no. 109.] 
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wT Hs wd fate waren | aa ato at raè emu s 1 


janmabhumi mama puri suhavani. uttara disi baha saraju pavani. 5. 
ja majjana te binahim prayasa. mama samipa nara pavahim basa. 6. 


It (Ayodhya) is my birthplace, and it is a very charming and magnificent city. On its 
north flows the holy river Saryu [5], and taking a bath in it helps to purify the soul of 
my devotees and entitles them to have an abode near me! [6]. (5-6) 


[Note—'Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, (i) Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes 
Doha no. 16; (ii) Doha no. 34 along with Chaupai line nos. 1-2 that follow it. 

The idea here is that just like the holy river Ganges is said to provide 
purification to a person when he or she takes a bath in it, the river Saryu too provides 
a similar benefit to those who bathe in its holy waters. 

Since the impurities clinging to the creature's inner-self are symbolically 
washed off by such bathing, he becomes eligible for attaining deliverance from this 
world. This translates into his attaining an abode near the Lord God in order to be able 
to serve him. 

When we visit any holy place, such as a temple, it is expected from us that we 
have first taken a bath. Now, here the same principle applies when one bathes in the 
river Saryu to first clean himself before visiting the shrines in the pilgrim city of 
Ayodhya. Taking a physical bath to clean the body before visiting holy shrines is 
from the perspective of the gross world, but when it is extended to be applied to a 
higher level of existence, to a more subtle and sublime level, the same principle can 
be applied to the soul of a creature, meaning that one can attain deliverance, 
liberation, salvation and emancipation only if one has thoroughly cleaned his inner 
self. 

It ought to be clearly understood here that this bath in the river Saryu, or for 
that matter even in river Ganges, is just a symbolic gesture to imply that the spiritual 
aspirant has cleaned his inner-self and is ready to enter the holy portal where the Lord 
God lives, to accept a communion with the Lord and embrace his goodness in a most 
sincere way; for mere physical cleaning of the body by just dipping in the river would 
serve no purpose worthwhile.] 


efe fra ife gei cn emt pu smear Ut wu TT U9 ul 
zA Ta Hl GT WY At peer Stage St TA TA uc, ul 
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harase saba kapi suni prabhu bani. dhan'ya avadha jo rama bakhani. 8. 


Those who live here are very dear to me. This city is like a storehouse of everything 
that is pleasant and a giver of comfort. It also blesses those who live here with an 
opportunity to attain my (heavenly) abode'.’ (7) 


Upon hearing such words of praise for Ayodhya as spoken by Lord Ram, all the Kapis 
felt very glad, and exclaimed: ‘Glory to Ayodhya which Lord Ram refers to’. (8) 
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[Note—'One must understand the text in the correct perspective and context, for mere 
literal reading is often misleading. The ‘Ayodhya’ that Lord Ram refers to is the city 
in which Lord Vishnu had taken birth in Treta Yuga. The people whom the Lord so 
lavishly praises were followers of the principles of Dharma (righteousness, 
auspiciousness, probity, propriety, ethics and morality), people who were saintly, 
pious and inherently holy, were devout followers of Lord God and practitioners of 
good virtues. The auspicious qualities of the residents of Ayodhya of Lord Ram’s 
time are clearly outlined in Ram Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, Chaupai line no. 8 that 
precedes Doha no. 20—to Doha no. 22. 

To wit, when Lord Ram says “the residents of Ayodhya are very dear to me", 
obviously he refers to such virtuous and people of excellent character as described in 
the verses cited herein above, but surely the Lord could never mean the people of the 
Ayodhya as found in the time of Kali-Yuga, people who are no different from those 
who do not live here, for to tell the truth and to be honest, one would rarely descry in 
people of Ayodhya of today's time any such excellent virtues as were present in the 
residents of Ayodhya of the Lord's time whom he praises so much. And even if one 
would not deny that there are surely some virtuous ones still living here, but they are 
definitely miniscule in number and hard to come by.] 


a0. stad che amt aa Hartel wars | 
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Sat Hes UY usrenfe Ges Hart ule wg | 
ARa Wa acts t Bey fang sift am ux (33) 
doha. 


avata dekhi loga saba krpasindhu bhagavana. 

nagara nikata prabhu prere'u utare'u bhümi bimana. 4 (a). 
utari kahe'u prabhu puspakahi tumha kubera pahim jahu. 
prerita rama cale'u so harasu birahu ati tahu. 4 (b). 


When Lord Ram, who was an ocean of mercy, compassion, kindness and grace 
(krpasindhu bhagavana), observed that the citizens were coming out in multitudes 
to welcome him', he ordered the Pushpak plane to land on the outskirts of the city of 
Ayodhya. (Doha no. 4-a) 


After disembarking from the plane along with all his companions, the Lord asked 
‘Pushpak’? to go back to Kuber (the treasurer of the gods to whom this plane 
belonged)’. 

Obeying the Lord’s command, Pushpak departed from there; it was on the one 
hand very joyful for being able to return to his Master in the heavens, but on the other 
hand it was overwhelmed with grief and sadness too for being separated from the 
Lord". (Doha no. 4-b) 


[Note—'As soon as the news had reached the city from the place where Hanuman met 
Bharat, which was on the outskirts, some distance away where Bharat had been living 
in self-imposed exile during the period of Lord Ram's absence*, at a place that came 
to be known as *Nandigram', the city erupted in a joyous tumult. Every single person 
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ran in the direction of Bharat’s hermitage, excited and exhilarated as ever. From his 
plane high up in the sky, Lord Ram observed a huge tide of jubilant citizens pouring 
out of the city and heading speedily in the direction of Bharat’s habitat, dancing, 
singing, waving frantically at the plane, and cheering all the way along, running as 
fast as their legs would carry them, so eager were the enthusiastic people that 
everyone wished to be the first one to reach the site of the Lord’s landing and likewise 
be the first one to greet their beloved Lord and welcome him back home, that the road 
seemed to be chock-a-block with waves after waves of joyful citizens as if a gigantic 
Tsunami had broken all the dykes of gloom and despair and despondency to run 
headlong inland at full throttle, roaring and thundering all the way, excited with the 
energy of joy, and wondering at its good fortune. 

This confirmed to the Lord what Hanuman had informed him about the sort of 
reception he can expect upon arrival—that he was welcome in Ayodhya with the 
greatest intensity of warmth and affection one can imagine, and this was beyond 
doubt now. 


^One can conjecture at two possibilities here: One is that this word ‘Pushpak’ applies 
to the plane as well as its driver or pilot, and both were known by the same name of 
Pushpak. The other possibility is that the Pushpak plane was a wonder plane running 
on some sort of mechanism that worked on either the ‘voice command’ or the 
‘thought command’, being a pilot-less air vehicle running on some sort of highly 
evolved application of science. It is easy for us to visualize this actually happening 
because in our modern world of advanced science we have machines working on 
Artificial Intelligence that respond exactly the same way, though till now such 
responses are limited to the *voice command', but a day is not far off when the 
‘thought command’ would also drive machines. 


Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 
179. We read here that Ravana had attacked heaven and snatched this remarkable 
plane from Kuber, the gods’ treasurer. 


Pushpak felt ‘joyful’ because at last *it'—or should we use the pronoun ‘he’, because 
we have just read herein above that the word could also refer to the plane's pilot—had 
found freedom to go back to heaven and join the service of its Master, Kuber. 

But at the same time it was very ‘sad’ because it would miss the opportunity to 
witness and participate in Lord Ram's warm welcome in the city as well as the 
ceremony marking his anointment on the throne of Ayodhya as the kingdom's great 
King. 

But Pushpak had no choice as he had to comply with the Lord's orders. So 
‘he’ reluctantly went to heaven to present himself before Kuber. 

A similar thing is narrated in Adhyatma Ramayan, Lanka Kand, Canto 14, 
verse nos. 98-99.] 
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caupa’. 
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a'é bharata sanga saba loga. krsa tana $riraghubira biyoga. 1. 
bamadeva basista muninayaka. dekhe prabhu mahi dhari dhanu sayaka. 2. 
dha'i dhare gura carana saroruha. anuja sahita ati pulaka tanoruha. 3. 


Bharat, accompanied by all the people, came to the place where the plane had landed; 
all of them had suffered so much in grief and sorrow over the years for being 
separated from their beloved Lord Ram that all looked emaciated and weak (as if 
stricken by some serious disease of the body and the mind)’. (1) 


When Lord Ram and his younger brother Laxman descried the illustrious sages 
Vaamdeo and guru Vasistha amongst the many great sages who had come to receive 
them, the two brothers (Lord Ram and Laxman) put their bows and quivers containing 
arrows on the ground and dashed forward to meet these sages. (2) 


Lord Ram (and Laxman) ran to guru Vasistha and fell down at his feet, clasping them 
with both their hands (in a gesture of great respect for the family priest and preceptor). 
As the two brothers paid their respects to their guru, their bodies were filled with great 
thrill (as they felt very happy and thankful to their guru for his blessings and good 
wishes that had supported them in their times of adversity, and has finally made it 
possible for them to return safely back home). (3) 


[Note— Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Doha no. 86 along with Chaupai 
line nos. 7-8 that precede it—where we read that the citizens spent the time of Lord 
Ram's absence in observing austerities and doing penances of various kinds to atone 
for their sins that had brought such horrible misfortunes upon them that they had to be 
separated from their beloved Lord Ram, and praying that they could once again be 
united with him. 

In Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes Doha 
no. 158—to Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 159 we further read that when 
Bharat returned to Ayodhya upon being urgently summoned by the kingdom's priest, 
guru Vasistha, he discovered a gloomy city that appeared to be stricken by some 
grave misfortune, with all its citizens sullen and remorseful, their countenances dark 
and sunken, and their general demeanours indicating that all were suffering from 
some serious disease of the mind and the body. 

Refer also to Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line no. 5 that 
precedes Doha no. 199 where a similar idea is expressed. 

As far as Bharat is concerned, his pitiable condition has been summarized in 
Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 325.] 


fe Hat smit APM SAN puer Perks eram x t 
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bhenti kusala bujhi muniraya. hamarem kusala tumharihim daya. 4. 
sakala dvijanha mili naya'u matha. dharma dhurandhara raghukulanatha. 5. 


The senior sage (Vasistha) asked them about their welfare, and the two brothers 
replied cheerfully, *We are well and happy by your grace and blessings'. (4) 


2083 


The Lord of the Raghus (Lord Ram), who is an expert in observing the principles of 
Dharma (proper conduct and righteous behaviour) thereafter met all the Brahmins 
who were present there, and bowed his head before each of them to pay his respects to 
them all’. (5) 


[Note—'It would be highly wrong for the Lord to just bow his head before guru 
Vasistha and sage Vaamdeo, and to skip other Brahmins who were present there. So 
therefore, Lord Ram took care to pay his obeisance to every senior person of the 
Brahmin community who present on the occasion. 

Lord Ram had always endorsed the view that Brahmins ought to be shown 
respect as is clear when he himself says so in Ram Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, 
Chaupai line nos. 7-8 that precede Doha no. 45.] 


Te td OP Wey Ue densp pH rete Ae AP Gener STE II 8 I 
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gahe bharata puni prabhu pada pankaja. namata jinhahi sura muni sankara 
aja. 6. 

pare bhümi nahirn uthata utha'e. bara kari krpasindhu ura la'e. 7. 

syamala gata roma bha'e tharhe. nava rajiva nayana jala barhe. 8. 


Thence, Bharat rushed to clasp the lotus-like feet of Lord Ram, the holy feet before 
which even the great gods, the illustrious sages, hermits and ascetics, as well as Lord 
Shiva and the creator Brahma (‘aja’) too bow their heads in reverence. (6) 


Bharat fell down on the ground before the Lord, and would not get up even after the 
Lord made several attempts to lift him. 

Finally, Lord Ram, the Lord who is an ocean of compassion and kindness 
(krpasindhu), lifted Bharat forcefully up from the ground where he lay prostrate, and 
tenderly clasped the latter to his own bosom with all the affection the Lord could 
muster. (7) 


The dark complexioned bodies of both the brothers (Lord Ram and Bharat)! were so 
much exhilarated that they had goose bumps all over, even as streams of tears rolled 
down their eyes?. (8) 


[Note— Lord Ram and Bharat had dark complexions, whereas Laxman and 
Shatrughan had fair ones. Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, (1) Chaupai line no. 5 
that precedes Doha no. 198; (11) Chaupai line nos. 3-7 that precede Doha no. 311; and 
(iii) Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 327. 


^When Lord Ram and Bharat met at Chitrakoot, a similar warmth had effused from 
them both as they rushed towards each other, as Bharat fell down prostrate before 
Lord Ram, and as the Lord lifted him and clasped him to his bosom. Refer: Ram 
Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 240—to 
Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 241. 
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A wonderfully similar scene of two dear brothers meeting each other after a long-long 
time is described in Miguel de Carvantes’ classic tale of ‘Don Quixote’, in its Chapter 
XV of Book IV. It describes the meeting of the Judge named Juan Perez de Viedma 
and his elder brother Captain Ruy Perez de Viedma. When they first met each other 
after a long period of separation, and witnessed by their companions, “they rushed 
into each other’s arms, with such affectionate feelings, with such abundance of tears 
rolling down their eyes that all the spectators sympathized in their loving passions.” 
“The brothers spoke so feelingly, and their mutual affection was so moving, the 
surprise so wonderful, and their joy so transporting, that it must be left purely to one’s 
imagination to conceive.” “Now they tell one another the strange turns and mazes of 
their fortunes, then renew their caresses to the height of brotherly love and tenderness, 
--- so touched the whole company of gentlemen and ladies present there was that they 
all wept for excess of joy.” 

In the verses that follow herein below, we shall discover how the above 
portrait fits in well with Lord Ram-Bharat meeting. ] 
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chanda. 


rajiva locana sravata jala tana lalita pulakavali bani. 1. 

ati prema hrdayam laga'i anujahi mile prabhu tribhu'ana dhani. 2. 
prabhu milata anujahi soha mo pahir jati nahim upama kahī. 3. 
janu prema aru singara tanu dhari mile bara susama lahi. 4. 


Tears of love and affection flow out in abundance from their lotus like eyes; their 
charming bodies were thrilled and covered with goose bumps caused with pleasant 
excitement and emotion of extreme joy. (Chanda line no. 1) 


Lord Ram, the Lord of the three divisions of the world! (prabhu tribhu'ana dhani), 
met and embraced his younger brother Bharat very affectionately, clasping him to his 
bosom very lovingly and with brotherly passion. (Chanda line no. 2) 


The scene of Lord Ram meeting his younger brother Bharat was emotionally so 
wonderful and heart-touching to behold that I (the poet Tulsidas) cannot find an apt 
comparison to it, nor anything parallel with it so as to sufficiently illustrate the 
magnitude of their mutual affection for each other or the beauty of the scene. (Chanda 
line no. 3) 


Nevertheless, let me venture to say that it was like two personified forms of the 
virtues of brotherly love and its inherent beauty of emotions meeting each other very 


affectionately’. (Chanda line no. 4) 


[Note—'The three divisions of the world are heaven, earth and the nether world. 
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“The poet Tulsidas says that though he cannot give a complete picture of the majesty 
and beauty of the scene of Lord Ram meeting Bharat, with its high emotional quotient 
of brotherly love, affection and trust, yet I can make a conjecture by way of making a 
rough comparison by citing the above two forms just to convey the idea of how 
wonderful the scene of the two brothers meeting might have been, leaving the rest to 
the imagination of the reader as everyone must have experienced, in the course of 
their own lives, such emotional moments of warmth of love, affection and passion 
sprouting forth from their hearts for those whom they love most dearly.] 


aga pafa Hat wats Tat AAT A 382 | t | 
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bujhata krpanidhi kusala bharatahi bacana bégi na ava’. 5. 
sunu siva so sukha bacana mana te bhinna jana jo pāva'. 6. 
aba kusala kausalanatha arata jani jana darasana diyo. 7. 
burata biraha barisa krpanidhana mohi kara gahi liyo. 8. 


Lord Ram, who was an embodiment of the virtues of kindness, mercy and compassion 
(krpanidhi), most affectionately asked Bharat about his welfare, but the latter was so 
overwhelmed with emotions that he could not utter a word in answer’. (Chanda line 
no. 5) 


[As an interjection, Lord Shiva, who was narrating this divine Story to his consort 
Uma, told her—] 

“Listen Uma", said Lord Shiva, “The sense of contentment, the feeling of 
extreme joy and profound bliss that swelled inside Bharat were of such high intensity, 
and had dimension so great, that it is beyond the scope of the mind and the faculty of 
speech to describe them. Verily indeed, only those who have had such feelings 
themselves in their lives, who have had experienced it personally some time in the 
course of their lives, can only understand how profound and stupendous it might have 
been; they alone can have an idea of its deep depth and soaring height." (Chanda line 
no. 6) 


Finally Bharat recovered his composure enough so as to be able to answer Lord Ram 
in most graceful terms. He said: *Oh gracious Lord of Kaushal! Everything is fine and 
fortunate now that you have been kind enough to realize that I am very humble and 
meek, thereby granting me the privilege of seeing you once again as you decided that 
I was eligible for such an honour. (Chanda line no. 7) 


I was almost drowned in the ocean of grief caused by separation from you, but just at 
the right moment thine merciful Lordship hast caught me by thy arms and saved me 
from doom.’ (Chanda line no. 8) 
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[Note—'To wit, Bharat’s throat was virtually choked as he was so overcome with 
emotions and had become so sentimental at that time that he could not speak anything 
in reply. Even if he had said something in reply, it was so muffled and subdued by the 
heavy weight of his emotions strangling his voice that it was not more than a whisper 
or a muttering or a sigh that was not heard by anyone. Remember: Bharat was 
weeping, and his sobs got so great a hold on him that even if he had tried to answer 
Lord Ram, he failed. 

Similar ideas are expressed elsewhere in Ram Charit Manas. For instance, 
Vibhishan says this in Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 46; 
and Nishad in Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 88.] 


do. yA uy ete ager Ve ead en i 
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puni prabhu harasi satruhana bhénté hrdayam laga'i. 
lachimana bharata mile taba parama prema do'u bha'i. 5. 


Then the Lord (Sri Ram) affectionately met Shatrughan (the youngest of the four 
brothers), and emotionally clasped him to his bosom’, 

Meanwhile, Bharat and Laxman cheerfully met each other, with both the 
brothers overwhelmed with mutual brotherly love and affection’.* (Doha no. 5) 


[Note—'A very interesting observation can be made here. In neither of the two cases, 
i.e. Lord Ram meeting Shatrughan, and Bharat meeting Laxman, is there any mention 
of the younger brother falling at the feet of his elder sibling to pay his respects, as is 
the norm and tradition, and naturally expected from them. So what may have 
happened at that time can be imagined as follows:- 

When Bharat fell down at the feet of Lord Ram (Chaupai nos. 6-7 that precede 
this Doha), it is very possible, and even quite natural, that Shatrughan would have 
accompanied his elder brother Bharat when the latter lay prostrate before Lord Ram. 
Lord Ram picked up Bharat and embraced him first because he was elder to 
Shatrughan, and then the Lord pulled Shatrughan close and clasped the latter to his 
bosom. 


*In the case of Bharat and Laxman meeting each other, it can be visualized that as 
soon as Bharat was freed from Lord Ram’s embrace, as the Lord turned towards 
Shatrughan to clasp him to his bosom, he dashed to Laxman standing close by. 
Laxman too ran towards Bharat with outstretched arms, and the two brothers fell into 
each other’s arms very emotionally, each tightly embracing and caressing the other 
repeatedly. 


*So here we have a wonderful scene of two pairs of loving brothers, Lord Ram and 
Shatrughan, and Laxman and Bharat, embracing and caressing each other very 
movingly, with their bodies thrilled and tears rolling down from their moist eyes. 

The pairing is remarkable: Shatrughan and Laxman had similar complexions 
as both of them were fair, while Lord Ram and Bharat were dark in complexion. 
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Besides this, there is another significant point to be made here: Lord Ram 
expressed his gratitude to Shatrughan for taking care of the affairs of the kingdom 
during the 14 years of his absence, because Bharat had lived like a recluse in 
Nandigram and the routine administration of the kingdom was handled by 
Shatrughan. On the other hand, Bharat thanked Laxman profusely for serving Lord 
Ram in the forest and fighting alongside him in the war of Lanka on behalf of both 
Bharat and Shatrughan. That is why “the brothers repeatedly embraced and caressed 
each other”. They asked each other one question, was answered, and then asked 
another question, and with each reply and subsequent query there was renewed 
hugging and tapping of the shoulders. 

In the verse that follows herein below, we shall read that after meeting Bharat, 
Laxman met Shatrughan too. In both the cases of Lord Ram and Laxman meeting 
their brothers Bharat and Shatrughan one after another, we observe that a particular 
order is followed. Both Lord Ram and Laxman first meet Bharat, and after that they 
meet Shatrughan. The reason is that Bharat was elder to Shatrughan, and so it was in 
order that the elder brother is embraced first, followed by the younger one. | 
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caupa’. 


bharatanuja lachimana puni bhente. dusaha biraha sambhava dukha mete. 1. 
sita carana bharata siru nava. anuja sameta parama sukha pava. 2. 


Laxman subsequently met Bharat's younger brother Shatrughan. 

With this emotional meeting of all the four brothers, all possible causes of any 
sort of misgivings, sorrows, grief and remorse, that may have existed and secretly 
lurked somewhere, were dispelled for good. (1) 


Then Bharat, along with his younger brother Shatrughan, bowed his head at the feet of 
Sita to pay respects to her, and this gesture gave both the brothers immense joy (as 
they felt comforted in their heartsy^.* (2) 


[Note—' With the affectionate way the four brothers met and repeatedly embraced and 
caressed each other, with thrilled bodies and wet eyes, all traces of misunderstanding 
and remorse that may have lurked somewhere in their minds were completely 
eliminated. The effusing warmth and bonhomie of the way they met also sent out a 
strong and unequivocal signal to all the citizens observing them that all was well and 
fine with them once again, that their mutual love and trust had not changed a wee whit 
over the testing time of 14 long years, and that all the bitterness of the past, if they 
were any, have been buried and forgotten forever. 

The meeting of the four brothers, Lord Ram, Bharat, Laxman and Shatrughan, 
was marked by such tender feelings of brotherly love, and of mutual affection and 
respect for each other, that all those who observed them, i.e. the citizens of Ayodhya, 
the guests who had arrived on the plane with the Lord, as well as Lord Shiva who was 
narrating this divine Story of Lord Ram to his consort goddess Uma, were 
mesmerized by it, and it left in an ecstatic state of the mind and heart. 
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*Bharat and Shatrughan have simultaneously bowed their heads before Sita to seek 
her blessings. This helped them to feel comforted in their hearts because they had 
been suffering from excess of remorse and guilty ever since she had gone to the forest 
with Lord Ram. When they bowed their heads before Sita, she smiled and blessed 
them, thereby assuaging their sorrowful feelings and redeeming their conscience. 


*When Bharat had gone to Chitrakoot earlier to meet Lord Ram and try to bring him 
back home, the meeting between the four brothers, as well as Bharat and Shatrughan 
paying their respect to Sita, followed the same pattern as has been described here. 
(Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha 
no. 240—to Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 242.} 
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prabhu biloki harase purabasi. janita biyoga bipati saba nasi. 3. 
prematura saba loga nihari. kautuka kinha krpala kharari. 4. 
amita rüpa pragate tehi kala. jathajoga mile sabahi krpala. 5. 


The citizens of Ayodhya felt exuberant and exceedingly exhilarated when they saw 
(their beloved) Lord Ram; all their woes, miseries, grief and misfortunes arising out 
of separation from the Lord were now eliminated for good’. (3) 


When the compassionate Lord Ram observed that the people were so happy to see 
him back home, and also that they were very impatient to meet him personally and 
exchange greetings (if that was at all possible), the merciful, obliging and gracious 
Lord (krpala), who had slayed the demon Khar (kharari), performed a miracle of 
sorts. (4) 


[What did he do?] The Lord instantly produced countless images in his own likeness, 
and met each person individually according to his wishes, and in an appropriate 
manner’. (5) 


[Note—'Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes 
Doha no. 81—to Doha no. 86. 


*People had different emotions with respect to Lord Ram. Some treated him as their 
Lord; some as their friend; some others as their brother; still someone else would like 
to call him a family member; some elderly loved him like a son, and so on. Hence, 
Lord Ram met everyone in accordance to his wishes: becoming a Lord for one, a 
brother for another, a friend for the third, a family member for someone, and a son for 
another, and so on. 

A similar event had occurred in Janakpur where the citizens of this city had 
assembled to witness the marriage ceremony of Lord Ram and Sita. Each person 
viewed Lord Ram in accordance to his own preferences—apropos: Ram Charit 
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Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 241—to Chaupai line 
no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 242. 

Presently, Lord Ram embraced someone, he patted the shoulder of someone 
else; some he bowed at, some he smiled at; with some he shook hands warmly, with 
others he exchanged pleasant memories of their childhood days; with some he talked 
and with some he exchanged sweet glances; some the Lord clasped to his bosom 
while someone else clasped the Lord to his own; and so on and on went this mutual 
show of love and affection between the loving citizens on the one hand, and their 
equally loving Lord Ram on the other hand. 

Every single individual thought that Lord Ram has met him personally, and he 
was so focused on this direct interaction with his beloved Lord that he did not bother 
about others, nor was he even aware that he was not the only one whom Lord Ram 
has met, but that the Lord was simultaneously meeting all the assembled citizens at 
once. | 


purely weet fereirent (fena Genet Ae ATT feretrent t & t 
wa Ute Gate fer STAT | SAT AA Ue HTS A AAT UN 9 di 
ue fates vate Gat HR WaT | st act AA A TAT CI 
viera Ad Wer as | Pa ses wr] Aq CaS | g N 


krpadrsti raghubira biloki. ki'e sakala nara nari bisoki. 6. 

chana mahir sabahi mile bhagavana. uma marama yaha kahumi na jana. 7. 
ehi bidhi sabahi sukhi kari rama. agem cale sila guna dhama. 8. 

kausalyadi matu saba dha’. nirakhi baccha janu dhenu lava’. 9. 


Lord Raghubir (Lord Ram) glanced at all the citizens, both the males and the females, 
with his gracious look full of compassion and mercy, and this sent cheers amongst the 
citizenry; everyone felt that all his or her sorrows and grief have vanished instantly. 


(6) 


In this way, the Lord (bhagavana) met each person in a very short time. 

Lord Shiva told his consort Uma (who was listening to this divine Story of 
Lord Ram): “Uma, it was a mystical occurrence, a magical feat of such rarity that no 
one could know what actually had happened'. (7) 


In this way, after having pleased everyone present on the occasion, Lord Ram, who is 
an abode of the virtues of courteousness and all other excellent qualities, proceeded 
ahead (towards the city). (8) 


Kaushalya and all other mothers (Sumitra and Kaikeyi"), rushed forward to meet the 
Lord even as a cow rushes to meet her calf as soon as she sees it coming from a 
distance". (9) 


[Note— Everyone thought that Lord Ram was meeting him or her personally, 
exchanging greetings and saying pleasantries; but the fact was that within a few 
moments the Lord had obliged a large crowd by assuming as many forms as there 
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were people, and meeting each person individually. It was a miraculous event, and at 
that point of time no one could fathom its significance. Everyone was contented that 
the Lord was so gracious that he went out of his way to personally meet him or her, 
without realizing that he did it with each person in the crowd that had come to 
welcome him home. 

From a metaphysical perspective, this event was in accordance with the 
philosophy of the universality of the Lord, of the fact that the ‘Atma’, the cosmic 
Consciousness that the Lord represents, is omnipresent and all-pervading. The Lord is 
present everywhere and at all times, and he needs only purity of devotion and love to 
manifest himself before his devotee. To wit, one need not go anywhere to search for 
the Supreme Being; he is present here and now if a spiritual seeker has the requisite 
level of purity of devotion and love for the Lord in his heart, and if he is sincere in his 
quest for communion with the Lord. 

Lord Shiva has himself endorsed this view in Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, 
Chaupai line nos. 4-8 that precede Doha no. 185—when he advises the gods and the 
creator Brahma as well as mother earth that they need not go in search for the 
Supreme Being anywhere, for the Lord would reveal himself right where they are 
standing at present if only they had the needed level of devotion and affection for him, 
coupled with an earnest desire to meet him. 


*Yes, both Sumitra and Kaikayi, the mothers of Laxman and Bharat respectively, too 
had joined Kaushalya to go out to meet Lord Ram as will be clear shortly in Doha no. 
6 herein below. 


Here, Lord Ram is the ‘calf’, and the mothers are like the ‘cow’. When the cow sees 
her young calf at the end of the day, she bolts towards her young one. Similarly, when 
Kaushalya and Sumitra, the mothers of Lord Ram and Laxman respectively, had 
heard that their beloved sons have come back safely, they had rushed out of their 
palaces to reach the gates and wait there eagerly for their arrival. Soon the procession 
of jubilant citizens that accompanied Lord Ram, Sita and Laxman reached the city, 
and no sooner did the Lord came within sight of the mothers, than the latter 
abandoned all inhibitions and dashed out on the streets to meet their sons.] 
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janu dhénu balaka baccha taji grhami carana bana parabasa ga'īm. 1. 
dina anta pura rukha sravata thana hunkara kari dhavata bha'im. 2. 
ati prema prabhu saba matu bhetim bacana mrdu bahubidhi kahe. 3. 
ga'i bisama bipati biyoga bhava tinha harasa sukha aganita lahe. 4. 


The way the mothers rushed forward to meet Lord Ram and Laxman was reminiscent 
of the way a cow, that had recently delivered her calf, would eagerly rush towards the 
village or the cowshed where she had left her young one earlier in the day when she 
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was forced to go to the forest or a meadow to graze, or for some other reason, mooing 
lovingly and sprinting forward longingly, with milk oozing from her udders, so that 
she can be with her calf as quickly as possible. (Chanda line nos. 1-2) 


Lord Ram met all the mothers very lovingly and with great affection, speaking with 
them in a sweet voice and talking with them reassuringly in various ways’. (Chanda 
line no. 3) 


All kinds of misery, torment, grief and pain associated with their long separation from 
the Lord were dispelled for good now that they could see and meet their beloved son 
once again. All sense of despondency, dismay, sadness and perplexity was now 
replaced with that of excess of joy, happiness, cheer and bliss. (Chanda line no. 3) 


[Note—'To wit, Lord Ram told the mothers that he and Sita and Laxman were fine; 
he asked them how they were, and exchanged other pleasantries in a general way. The 
Lord hugged the mothers who embraced him tightly in return, kissing him and 
caressing him repeatedly like a mother would to her son whom she meets after a very 
long time, especially when their parting was under a very unpleasant and sad 
situation, and uncertainty marked the chances of their reunion in the future. ] 
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doha. 


bhété'u tanaya sumitram rama carana rati jāni. 

ramahi milata kaika'l hrdayam bahuta sakucani. 6 (a). 
lachimana saba matanha mili harase asisa pa'i. 

kaika'i kahan puni puni mile mana kara chobhu na ja'i. 6 (b). 


Sumitra, the mother of Laxman, met her son very lovingly as she was pleased that he 
was very committed to serve the holy feet of Lord Ram’. 

Meanwhile, Lord Ram met Kaikeyi who was very remorseful and felt shy in 
meeting the Lord’. (Doha no. 6-a) 


Laxman too met all the mothers, and received their cheerful and heartfelt blessings. 
Like Lord Ram, Laxman met Kaikeyi and paid his respects to her repeatedly, 
but his bitter feelings for her would not leave him’. (Doha no. 6-b) 


[Note—'At the time of Lord Ram’s departure for the forest 14 years ago, Laxman had 
gone to his mother Sumitra to seek her permission to let him accompany the Lord to 
the forest. Sumitra was overwhelmed with sorrows, but she was very glad that her son 
had chosen to serve the Lord and to be by his side during such adverse time. She not 
only gladly permitted Laxman to go with Lord Ram but had also advised him to treat 
Lord Ram and Sita as his parents, and serve them accordingly. She had also said that a 
mother whose son has devotion and love for Lord Ram is a most fortunate mother. 
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{Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes Doha 
no. 73—to Chanda line no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 75.} 

So therefore, Sumitra was exceptionally happy that her son Laxman had 
fulfilled her wishes and had done what she expected from him. Remember: The epic 
“Ram Charit Manas” is a book that has a very high quotient of the virtues of devotion 
and love for Lord Ram, who was an incarnation of the Supreme Being, incorporated 
in its texture of its fabric in such an inseparable way that it forms the basic principle 
on which the entire edifice of the story stands, and this single factor also makes this 
book singularly valuable from the spiritual perspective. Hence, Sumitra’s appreciation 
of Laxman for his singular devotion for Lord Ram more than anything else fits in well 
with the general theme of this classic story. 


“It was Kaikeyi who was responsible for sending Lord Ram to 14 years of forest 
living. (Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-3 that precede 
Doha no. 29.} 

So naturally she was overcome with a grave sense of remorse and felt 
extremely shy while meeting Lord Ram upon his arrival home. It is because though 
she had been instrumental in sending Lord Ram to the forest and thought that she had 
played her game very expertly, but all subsequent developments had shown her the 
gravity of the mistake she has made, and that this mistake was so irreparable and the 
darkest stain on her life that she would be burdened with guilt and shamed with 
ignominy for the rest of her living days. She sincerely repented thereafter, but the 
damage was already done. 

Nevertheless, Lord Ram had forgiven her from the very beginning—for the 
Lord knew that Kaikeyi had done what was necessary to be done, for she had actually 
helped Lord Ram to fulfill his mission of eliminating the scourge of the cruel demons 
led by their ferocious king Ravana by sending the Lord to the forest along with Sita 
and Laxman, so that this mission could be accomplished. Plainly speaking, Kaikeyi 
had served Lord Ram and had made the single greatest sacrifice amongst all the 
characters of the story by inviting a life-long burden of shame and ignominy in order 
to help Lord Ram fulfill his promise made to the gods and mother earth. It was a 
subtle wish of Lord Ram himself that things must be somehow maneuvered so that he 
can go to the forest. Taking a cue from Lord Ram, the gods then prevailed upon 
goddess Saraswati, the goddess of wisdom and speech, to arrange things in such a 
way that the Lord could go to the forest. So it was actually Saraswati who would, 
though very reluctantly, turn the mind of Kaikeyi's maid Manthara, who in turn 
instigated her mistress Kaikeyi to bring about the Lord's exit to the forest. (Refer: 
Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 4-8 that precede Doha no. 10; 
and Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 11—to Doha no. 12.} 

The fact of the matter is that instead of harbouring any ill-will against Kaikeyi, 
Lord Ram was actually grateful to her, for had she not made this great sacrifice of her 
own reputation, and willingly accept a life of humiliation, scorn, ignominy and 
castigation by the society, as well as by her own son Bharat who is believed not to 
have talked with her for the rest of her life for being instrumental in sending Lord 
Ram, Sita and Laxman to the forest*, the demons would have continued to terrorise 
the world, and the very purpose of Lord Vishnu coming down to earth as Lord Ram 
would have been defeated. (*Apropos: Geetawali Ramayan, Uttar Kand, verse no. 
37.} 

Earlier, when Bharat had gone to Chirakoot along with his whole family and a 
large retinue of citizens of Ayodhya as well as all the chief courtiers and a large army 
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in an attempt to plead with Lord Ram to bring him back to Ayodhya, it is to be noted 
that at that time too Lord Ram had met mother Kaikeyi first, before meeting other 
mothers, including Kaushalya and Sumitra. Lord Ram had fell at her feet and 
assuaged her feeling, telling her not to feel regretful and remorseful as everything is 
destined and governed by fate, for which no individual should be blamed. {Refer: 
Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 7-8 that precede Doha no. 
244.} 

So now here, when Lord Ram met Kaikeyi he found that she was very 
ashamed of herself; so therefore the Lord took extra care to comfort her and assuage 
her sad heart by speaking lovingly to her, and telling her to cheer up as she had 
nothing to worry and regret for. 


*Laxman could not forgive Kaikeyi, like Bharat, who too could not forgive her. 
Compare this with Lord Ram who had not only forgiven her but even tried his best to 
comfort her and make her feel happy. 

The reason is that while Lord Ram knew how important and necessary a role 
Kaikeyi had played in helping him accomplish his mission of eliminating the demons, 
and the great sacrifice of her own reputation and mental peace that she had made 
while doing so, making the Lord become rather grateful to her and remain obliged for 
life, Laxman and Bharat on the other hand treated her with contempt and disdain for 
being instrumental in causing so much hardship to their dear brother Lord Ram whom 
they loved so much, and for whom they would do anything in the world to keep him 


happy.] 


a0. Wee wert fret seat pemabg cht Sey ama Wet su 
até sree sfsrepuemdr | Sls Baer TER SH EST I R I 
caupal. 


sasunha sabani mili baidehi. carananhi lagi harasu ati tehi. 1. 
dehim asisa bujhi kusalata. ho'i acala tumhara ahivata. 2. 


Sita, the daughter of Videha (king Janak; *baidehi") met all her mothers-in-law and 
felt happy by touching their feet as a gesture of paying her respects to them (and the 
mothers-in-law too felt equally happy to meet Sita)’. (1) 


All the mothers-in-law enquired about her welfare, and profusely blessed her that her 
married life be forever happy. (2) 


[Note—'In a similar scene at Chitrakoot, Sita had met all the mothers-in-law, paid her 
respects to them, and received their blessings in return—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, 
Ayodhya Kand, Doha no. 246 along with Chaupai line nos. 4-8 that precede it. ] 
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saba raghupati mukha kamala bilokahim. mangala jani nayana jala rokahim. 
3. 

kanaka thāra arati utarahim. bara bāra prabhu gata niharahim. 4. 

nānā bhamti nichāvari karahim. paramānanda harasa ura bharahim. 5. 


All the mothers gazed at the lotus-like charming face of Lord Raghubir (Lord Ram), 
and considering it to be an auspicious moment (rather than a sorrowful one when one 
weeps, as was the case when Lord Ram had departed for the forest), they somehow 
tried to hold back their tears that were on the verge of dropping down from their wet 
eyes . (3) 


The mothers held in their hands golden plates on which were arranged lighted lamps, 
and they waved these lights in front of Lord Ram (as well as Sita and Laxman who 
were standing by either side of the Lord) as an auspicious ritual to welcome them and 
mark their safe arrival back home”. (4) 


Then the mothers, who were ecstatic with joy and their hearts filled with jubilation, 
delighted in liberally giving away or scattering different kinds of gifts as alms to 
seekers and also by way of making charities (nichavari karahirn)? for the welfare of 
the three, i.e. Lord Ram, Sita and Laxman. (5) 


[Note—'These were tears of joy and ecstasy, and not of sorrow or grief. Th mothers 
had become very emotional and were so overwhelmed sentimentally that they had to 
try hard to hold back their tears that seemed to breach the bank of their eyelids and 
flow out in a stream. It was not a time to weep, at least openly in full public view; it 
was an auspicious moment of joy and cheer, for Lord Ram, Sita and Laxman had 
returned safely from a long absence in the forest. Shedding tears on this occasion 
would be odd and inauspicious, as tears are usually shed on unhappy and sad 
occasions, such as on separation from dear ones, but not on the occasion of being 
reunited with them. But excess of joy and ecstasy also bring out tears of happiness 
from the eyes as are moments of sorrow and grief. The mothers had a hard time in 
fighting back their tears which were building up on the margins of their eyes like a 
great flood ready to breach the bank of a river. 

The facial expression of the mothers revealed all; while the pearls of tears 
dangled from the edges of their eyes, and perhaps some even rolled down unawares 
on their cheeks, the stiff muscles of their faces and the taut lips, the continuous 
movement of the muscles in their throats that indicated that they were trying to stifle 
sobs which they fought to suppress, and their hands holding the end of the scarves 
pressed against their mouths, showed clearly how emotionally moved all the mothers 
were. 


*This ritual is called ‘Doing Aarti’ of a highly respected person. It is usually done 
when such a person comes to someone’s home. In a temple however, it is a routine 
ritual performed before the consecrated Deity to pay respects to the God that the 
installed idol represents. 

Presently, Lord Ram, Sita and Laxman had come home after a very long time 
of 14 years. So the mothers perform the ritual of the ‘Aarti’ to welcome them in a 
ceremonious way, as well as to ward off any evil eye of the devil that may, by any 
misfortune, be lurking somewhere, ready to cast its malicious glance upon them. 
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A similar sight was also witnessed when Lord Ram and his other brothers 
returned to the city after their marriage—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, 
Doha no. 346 along with Chaupai line nos. 1-8 that precede it. 


°On auspicious occasions, people, in accordance with their abilities to give, make 
liberal charities and give alms to alms-seekers as a gesture of doing some meritorious 
deed, as it would help in accrual of some auspicious reward for them as well as for 
those for whom, or on whose behalf, such noble deeds are done. On this occasion, the 
mothers did it so that Lord Ram, Sita and Laxman are blessed by those who receive 
such largesse. ] 
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kausalya puni puni raghubirahi. citavati krpasindhu ranadhirahi. 6. 
hrdayam bicarati barahim bara. kavana bhamti lankapati mara. 7. 
ati sukumara jugala mere bare. nisicara subhata mahabala bhare. 8. 


Mother Kaushalya repeatedly glanced, with a lot of affection and wonderment, at 
Lord Raghubir (Lord Ram) who was an ocean of grace, compassion, mercy and 
kindness (krpasindhu), and an invincible warrior in the battle-field (ranadhirahi). (6) 


She repeatedly contemplated in her heart and wondered in amazement: ‘How did my 
two sons (“jugala mere bare"; ie. Lord Ram and Laxman)', who are still very 
young and tender (ati sukumara), have been able to slay the Lord of Lanka (Ravana) 
and the demons who were all renowned for their ferociousness, bravery and strength 
of arms?’ (8) 


[Note—'It is to be noted that mother Kaushalya does not distinguish between her own 
son ‘Lord Ram’ and Laxman who was the son of Sumitra; she treats both the brothers 
as her own sons. 

Not only Lord Ram and Laxman, mother Kaushalya had treated Bharat too 
with the same degree of affection, though it was for Bharat for whom his mother 
Kaikeyi had played the devil’s part in sending Lord Ram to the forest so that her son 
could ascend the throne of the kingdom of Ayodhya unchallenged. This would be 
evident when we read the story of ‘Ram Charit Manas’ where Bharat goes to meet 
Kaushalya after his return to Ayodhya and discovering all the misfortunes that had 
befallen upon the family and the city in the wake of the mischief created by his own 
mother Kaikeyi, which resulted in the death of his father king Dasrath, and Lord Ram 
going to the forest with Sita and Laxman. During this meeting, mother Kaushalya 
showered all the affections she could muster upon the saddened Bharat, comforting 
him and assuaging his distraught heart, and assuring him by all her gestures that 
neither she nor Lord Ram harbour any ill-will against him whatever. We also find 
here that Shatrughan, the younger sibling of Bharat, too was equally affected by the 
unfortunate events, and he too was shown the same affection by mother Kaushalya. 
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{Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha 
no. 163—to Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 169.] 

Nowhere one would discern that Kaushalya has ever made a distinction 
between the four brothers, Lord Ram, Laxman, Bharat and Shatrughan; she treated 
them all as her own sons. This was the singular greatness of her heart. Compare this 
remarkably noble attitude of Kaushalya, and the greatness of her heart, with that of 
Kaikeyi who was very selfish and cunning to the hilt, as she had slyly schemed to 
make her son Bharat the king of Ayodhya, while having no compunctions nor any 
guilty conscience in being instrumental in sending Lord Ram and Laxman to the 
forest so that all decks could be cleared for Bharat’s ascension to the throne without 
any challenge. That her nefarious designs backfired and served her no gain is a 
different thing. ] 


a0. ARa ate dim ated wate fereirenfe ard | 
Ware ma Ht UP OPT werfen mg N o N 


doha. 


lachimana aru sita sahita prabhuhi bilokati matu. 
paramananda magana mana puni puni pulakita gatu. 7. 


As mother Kaushalya gazed affectionately at Laxman as well as at Lord Ram standing 
alongside Sita, her heart brimmed over with joy and ecstasy as she was overwhelmed 
with extreme sense of felicity and happiness, even as repeated waves of thrill passed 
over her entire body. (Doha no. 7) 
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caupat. 


lankapati kapisa nala nila. jamavanta angada subhasila. 1. 
hanumadadi saba banara bira. dhare manohara manuja sarira. 2. 
bharata saneha sila brata nema. sadara saba baranahim ati prema. 3. 
dekhi nagarabasinha kai riti. sakala sarahahim prabhu pada priti. 4. 


The Lord of Lanka (i.e. Vibhishan), the Lord of the monkeys (i.e. Sugriv), Nala, 
Neela, Jamvant (the chief of the bear community), Angad (the crown prince of 
Kishkindha and the monkey race), Hanuman, and all other monkey warriors having 
virtuous characters and auspicious nature (who had accompanied Lord Ram on the 
Pushpak plane), had assumed human forms (when they landed in Ayodhya). (1-2) 


As they observed Bharat and the nobility of his attitude and demeanours, they were all 
in praise of him and his excellent virtues; they lauded him and affectionately 
applauded him for the virtues of immaculate devotion and love that he had, for his 
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good manners, gracious nature, great civility and courteousness, for his adherence to 
auspicious vows and upholding his words of honour, and for all other strictness of 
austerities and penances that he had so diligently observed’. (3) 


Similarly, they also noted the auspicious ways of life, the nobility of attitude, the 
singularly excellent nature, and the virtuous character of the citizens of Ayodhya. 
They especially remarked and appreciated the love and devotion that these citizens 
had for Lord Ram’. (4) 


[Note—'The great sage Bharadwaj was all praises for Bharat as is evident in the 
following selected verses of Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand: (i) Chaupai line no. 
2 that precedes Doha no. 207; (11) Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 208; (iii) 
Chaupai line nos. 1-6 that precede Doha no. 210. 

The deity of the holy pilgrim place known as Triveni had lauded Bharat in 
glowing terms in Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Doha no. 205 along with 
Chaupai line nos. 6-8 that precede it. 

Lord Ram has himself praised Bharat in Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, 
Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 231—to Doha no. 232. 

Gods too had praised Bharat in Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai 
line nos. 1-3 that precedes Doha no. 233. 

Later on, when Bharat decided to live like a recluse on the outskirts of 
Ayodhya for the entire period that Lord Ram would live like a hermit in the forest, 
everyone had great praise for Bharat. Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, 
Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 325—to Doha no. 326. 


?The excellent nature and characters of the citizens of Ayodhya, as well as of the city 
of Ayodhya itself, have been narrated in Ram Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, (1) Chaupai 
line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 20—to Doha no. 21; (ii) Chaupai line nos. 7-8 that 
precede Doha no. 22; (iii) Chaupai line nos. 4-5 that precede Doha no. 25; (iv) Doha 
no. 26 along with Chaupai line nos. 7-8 that precede it; (v) Chaupai line no. 1 that 
precedes Doha no. 27—to Doha no. 30.] 


Wf vgufa aa cr sem APT ua emm Genet RSTU lt 
TR SHE HATA gum SS St nul SA vu WD d I 
Taa GS GAG ia AY (Tu HUY aN wm Se 

ay feat cht Har ze WR OP MAY A Alls afrah Fase 2 
JA oy oer mA ae sn fe Pe sos Ge AT 9 ul 


puni raghupati saba sakha bola'e. muni pada lagahu sakala sikha'e. 5. 

gura basista kulapüjya hamare. inha ki krpami danuja rana mare. 6. 

ē saba sakha sunahu muni méré. bha'e samara sagara kahan bere. 7. 

mama hita lagi janma inha hare. bharatahu te mohi adhika pi'are. 8. 

suni prabhu bacana magana saba bha'e. nimisa nimisa upajata sukha na'e. 9. 


Then Lord Raghupati (Lord Sri Ram) called all his friends and advised them to touch 
the feet of the sages assembled there. (5) 


2098 


The Lord specially pointed out his royal priest, sage Vasistha, to them and said: ‘My 
friends, this is sage Vasistha, our revered family priest and moral preceptor. It is his 
blessings that we have been successful in slaying the demons in the battle-field.’ (6) 


Then the Lord turned to sage Vasistha and introduced his friends to him, saying: 
‘Listen my dear sage, all these are my dear friends. They have been like a bridge for 
me as they have enabled me to cross the symbolic ocean of war by helping me all 
through it and finally attain victory’. (7) 


They had staked their own lives for my sake. Truly, they are dearer to me than even 
Bharat is?.^ (8) 


Hearing such words of praise for themselves, all of them (the Lord’s friends from 
Lanka and Kishkindha) were overwhelmed with exhilaration and filled with great 
delight. Each passing moment made them ecstatic and overcome with joy’. (9) 


[Note—'To wit, I owe my victory to them; had it not been for their help it would not 
have been possible for me to win the war of Lanka and recover Sita. So therefore, just 
like a bridge that helps a person cross over from one side to the other side of a vast 
body of water that forms a formidable obstacle before him, blocking his path, almost 
breaking his spirits and hindering his progress, these friends of mine have made it 
possible for me to cross the vast ocean of misfortunes and hopelessness that were 
stacked high up against me, especially with the daunting prospect of winning a war 
against ferocious enemies such as the demons were and retrieving Sita against all 
odds. So I am extremely thankful and obliged of them. 


^On the face it seems that Lord Ram's words would have made Bharat feel 
embarrassed. But relations between the two loving brothers, Lord Ram and Bharat, 
were too deep and sound to be so easily affected by some causal remark made by 
Lord Ram just to emphasize the fact that he was very thankful and grateful to his 
friends from Lanka and Kishkindha who had helped him during severe times of 
adversity, when the Lord was all alone in an alien land, far away from his own 
country, family and friends, and faced with a grave situation. Everyone in Ayodhya 
acknowledged the great help these friends of Lanka and Kishkindha had extended to 
Lord Ram, and everyone, including Bharat himself, would have thanked them 
profusely for helping the Lord win the war of Lanka so that he could come back home 
to them in Ayodhya, safely and happily. 

Bharat realized that this remark of Lord Ram was made just to please his 
friends and it was a gesture of goodwill for them, and nothing else. Bharat was sure 
that it was not meant to insult him by any means. On Lord Ram’s part, he had so 
much confidence in Bharat and so sure of his wisdom that the Lord had not a trace of 
doubt that Bharat would take umbrage at his remark and read it in the wrong light. 


Obviously they were all very thankful to Lord Ram for lavishly praising them for 
their efforts in full public view. ] 


a0. Bae en abe UP fers Aras HIST I 
emere dhe ate qe fra ae fae veramente (95 ) 
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Gat Wy AY depot sre wet Yeh | 
a sets Cale TM AR AT sia lo (9) 
dona. 


kausalya ke carananhi puni tinha naya'u matha. 

asisa dinhe harasi tumha priya mama jimi raghunatha. 8 (a). 
sumana brsti nabha sankula bhavana cale sukhakanda. 
carhi atarinha dekhahim nagara nari nara brnda. 8 (b). 


Next (ie. after paying their respects to sage Vasistha and others), all of them 
(Vibhishan, Sugriv, Nala, Neela, Jamvant, Angad, Hanuman and the rest) bowed their 
heads before mother Kaushalya. She gladly blessed them, saying courteously: ‘You 
are all as dear to me as his Lord Ram.' (Doha no. 8-a) 


The whole sky was obscured by a rain of flowers! as Lord Ram, who was an 
embodiment of all that provides joy, happiness, felicity and bliss, wended his way to 
the royal palace within the city. 

The male and female citizens of the city went up on the terraces and balconies 
of their homes from where they jubilantly observed the celebratory procession that 
accompanied Lord Ram as he walked slowly towards his home. (Doha no. 8-b) 


[Note— The flowers were showered from the heavens by the gods, as well as by the 
citizens who had mounted on the terraces and balconies of their homes from where 
they showered flowers upon the Lord as he walked through the streets of the city 
towards the palace.] 


vio. dhea ener feferr dem naf si fst Frat Frat sien 9 it 
AAA Uden eq | ahs TAT ATCT E S I 
ate wener gia fere? TTA ta ag Meh WIS UN 3 UI 
AT iter Gee St eee mm Pret aE SIS YU 
caupat. 


kancana kalasa bicitra samvare. sabahi dhare saji nija nija dvare. 1. 
bandanavara patākā kētū. sabanhi bana'e mangala hētū. 2. 


nana bhamti sumangala sajé. harasi nagara nisana bahu baje. 4. 


Every household of the city placed golden pots that were beautifully decorated and 
adorned with auspicious materials on the thresholds of their homes. (1) 


Colourfully decorated festoons, buntings and flags were made and put up on the 
doorways of every home by the citizens to celebrate this happy occasion and also as a 
sign of auspiciousness. (2) 
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All the streets and lanes were sprinkled with scented water and perfumes. Colourful 
squares were painted on the ground, as well as those that existed at crossroads in the 
city, and were decorated with special types of pearl-beads known as ‘Gajmukta’’. (3) 


The whole city was artfully decorated with a variety of auspicious materials and 
colourful designs. Music began playing from kettle-drums. 

To wit, the whole atmosphere was one of mass celebration, as if a large public 
fete or fair was being organized in the city to welcome Lord Ram back home’. (4) 


[Note—'The “Gajmukta” is the dried secretion from the glands on the head of adult 
elephants. This viscous secretion dries up to form beads, and since they are rare they 
have a high value. The word “Gaja” means an elephant, and “Mukta” means pearl. 
Hence, the composite word “Gajmukta” means ‘pearls obtained from an elephant’. 

In ancient times, kings had huge numbers of elephants that formed a major 
section of their armies. So there was no dearth of such Gajmuktas. 

They can be compared to corals, and shells of oysters and conches that are 
obtained from seas and oceans, and used for decorative purposes. 


?A similar sight of mass celebrations was seen in Ayodhya when Lord Ram and his 
three brothers, Laxman, Bharat and Shatrughan, were born. Refer: Ram Charit Manas, 
Baal Kand, Doha no. 195 along with Chaupai line nos. 3-8 that precede it. 

It was also witnessed when Lord Ram and his brothers returned to the city 
after their marriage—apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that 
precedes Doha no. 344—to Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes Doha no. 348.] 


We de m Prorat ret Afk ambu Sta ST TET I 
HOT AT BIN AT | ere Ast HS YH AAT N G UI 
mf smt Stitt ch Taper ener fats fatto t 


jaham taham nari nichavari karahirn. déhirh asisa harasa ura bharahim. 5. 
kancana thara aratim nana. jubatim sajém karahim subha gana. 6. 
karahim arati aratihara kem. raghukula kamala bipina dinakara kern. 7. 


Everywhere the ladies of the city were scattering gifts and making offerings to honour 
and bless Lord Ram as he slowly walked on the streets towards his home, and while 
doing so they felt very ecstatic in their hears (that they could personally participate in 
the ceremony to mark their beloved Lord's return home)’. (5) 


The ladies decorated golden plates with a variety of auspicious things and performed 
Aarti of the Lord while singing auspicious songs to mark the occasion”. (6) 


To wit, the exhilarated ladies were performing the Aarti of the Lord who is an 
eliminator of sorrows, miseries, torments and tribulations of everyone (aratihara), of 
the Lord who is like a sun (dinakara) for the garden of lotus flowers represented by 
the illustrious family of King Raghu of Ayodhya (raghukula kamala bipina)’. 
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[Note—'To wit, the ecstatic ladies of Ayodhya welcomed Lord Ram by liberally 
showering gifts of all manners upon him, while blessing the Lord and praying for his 
happiness. Meanwhile, the scattered gifts were immediately collected by others who 
were themselves scattering gifts of their own. Everyone participated in this 
ceremonial way of welcoming the Lord back home. Those who collected such 
scattered gifts did not do so because they lacked anything, but because they wished to 
keep them as a souvenir, a memento, a token by which to remember throughout their 
lives the happy moment of the Lord's arrival. 


*When Lord returned to Ayodhya from Janakpur after his marriage, a similar sight is 
observed at that time too. Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line nos. 5-8 
that precede Doha no. 348. 


?Refer also to Ram Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha 
no. 4 where a similar metaphor is used.] 


Wr dfe Hea | PTT Ae ANT TMT lS N 
as Fe Ulta tha sit wet | sar arg Wa aR fee eet S u 


pura sobha sampati kalyana. nigama sésa sarada bakhana. 8. 
te'u yaha carita dekhi thagi rahahim. uma tasu guna nara kimi kahahim. 9. 


[Lord Shiva makes the following observation about Ayodhya to goddess Uma, his 
divine consort, who was listening to this narration—] 

‘The singular beauty and the exemplary charm of the fascinatingly wonderful 
city of Ayodhya, its prosperity and wealth, and its all pervading aura of 
auspiciousness and all-round welfare, were so remarkable and marked that they were 
extolled and glorified in laudatory terms by the Vedas (Nigams), Lord Seshnath (the 
celestial serpent with a thousand mouths) and goddess Saraswati (the patron goddess 
of speech and knowledge)." (8) 


[Then Shiva asks her—] ‘Verily indeed, when even they (Vedas, Sheshnath and 
Saraswati) were so spell-bound by the grandeur and excellent qualities of Ayodhya 
that they stood mesmerized by it, then say Uma, how is it possible for a human being 
to describe it? [To wit, Ayodhya was so exceptionally charming that no one can 
describe how beautiful, grand and magnificent it was; how extraordinary it was at the 
time Lord Ram came back after 14 years of living in the forest.]" (9) 


[Note— Refer: Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 195. 
?Refer also to: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, (i) Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes 


Doha no. 195; (ii) Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 344—to Chaupai line no. 
3 that precedes Doha no. 345; (iii) Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 361.] 


a0. At Hated staat ax vui fare fava 
are ut farted sg Prete vmm URA N $ (9 ) UI 
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eif at as fatater fate arate ma Fra | 
OCA A GT HL eT et MTA (GA) AU 
doha. 


nari kumudinim avadha sara raghupati biraha dinésa. 

asta bha'em bigasata bha'im nirakhi rama rakesa. 9 (a). 
hohim saguna subha bibidhi bidhi bajahim gagana nisana. 
pura nara nari sanatha kari bhavana cale bhagavana. 9 (b). 


The women-folk, who were like water-lilies growing in a pond symbolized by the city 
of Ayodhya, had been withered by the scorching sun represented by their separation 
from Lord Ram, bloomed once again when they saw that sun set and the full moon 
symbolized by the arrival of Lord Ram rise in the sky of the city. (Doha no. 9-a) 


Different types of auspicious signs appeared everywhere on the ground, while various 
kinds of musical drums were being played in the sky (by the gods). 

Spreading cheer and warmth in all the directions, and pleasing and obliging 
everyone, the male as well as the female citizens who had gathered to welcome him, 
Lord Ram (bhagavana) moved towards his own palace in the city. (Doha no. 9-b) 


"dio. WY Mt nen esI | We dT Te UU Sedi N g N 
ate watt aga wp chet buf frr wert Tent ER AET R N 


caupat. 


prabhu jani kaika' lajani. prathama tasu grha ga'e bhavani. 1. 
tahi prabodhi bahuta sukha dinha. puni nija bhavana gavana hari kinha. 2. 


[Lord Shiva continued with his narration. He told goddess Bhavani, so-called as she 
was the consort of Bhava, another name of Lord Shiva, as follows:-] 


‘Listen Bhavani (bhavani)! Lord Ram realized (by way of a hunch) that Kaikeyi (his 
step-mother) was feeling very remorseful and ashamed of herself. So the Lord 
decided to go to her first (as soon as he entered the palace grounds)’. (1) 


Lord Ram comforted her in different ways’, and made her feel happy and assuaged. 
After that the Lord went to his own palace". (2) 


[Note—'The reader would recollect that it was Kaikeyi who had been the cause 
behind Lord Ram being sent to the forest for fourteen years. (Refer specifically to: 
Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-3 that precede Doha no. 29. 
But once she realized the enormity of the mischief she had done, the eternal 
ignominy, disdain and universal condemnation she had wrought on her own self for 
no acceptable rhyme or reason, accompanied by the intensity and immensity of grief 
and pain and sorrows it had let loose on the entire kingdom as well as the illustrious 
family of king Dasrath, resulting in his sorrowful death caused by grief of separation 
from Lord Ram, Sita and Laxman, with a thick pall of gloom descending like a heavy 
cloud of doom spreading upon the entire kingdom of Ayodhya, plunging what was a 


2103 


prosperous and beautiful city into a place no better than a graveyard, with even her 
son Bharat, for whom she had plotted this evil scheme so that he could ascend the 
throne of Ayodhya without a challenge from Lord Ram and Laxman, scolding her 
viciously and vowing never to see her face for the rest of his life—Kaikeyi finally 
realized the horror she had created. This immense sense of shame and regret did not 
leave her for the rest of her life; remorse and sadness and depression stifled her 
forever. 

But Lord Ram was extremely forgiving, kind and compassionate. Instead 
being annoyed or harbouring any ill-will against her, the Lord actually thanked 
Kaikeyi silently for being instrumental in sending him to the forest, for otherwise his 
divine mission of eliminating the tyranny of the cruel demons would never have been 
realized. Remember: Lord Ram was an incarnation of Lord Vishnu, and Vishnu had 
promised the gods and mother earth that he would personally ensure that Ravana and 
his cruel demon hordes would be eliminated so that the world can live in peace. 
{Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-7 that precede Doha 
no. 187.} 

To wit, amongst all the characters in the story of the Ramayana, if we were to 
consider all the aspects from all angles and make a judicious pronouncement, then we 
would arrive at an unanimous conclusion that Kaikeyi had served the cause of Lord 
Vishnu in the best possible way. She was bold enough to take a courageous step, and 
had sacrificed her entire reputation and name on the altar of serving Lord Vishnu in 
his form as Lord Ram. She accepted all-round scorn, castigation, condemnation, 
ridicule, spite and ignominy just to ensure that Lord Ram’s wishes could be fulfilled. 

It is true that the gods too had served Lord Ram in their forms as monkeys and 
bears as ordered by the creator Brahma to do (apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Baal 
Kand, Doha no. 187—to Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 188), but none of 
them did anything that would make a devil out of them as was the case with Kaikeyi 
(apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-8 that precede Doha no. 
47). 

The gods gained only praises and applause for their devotion and loyalty to 
Lord Ram and serving him in their forms as monkeys and bears, but surely not the 
sort of universal condemnation, extreme disdain and utter contempt that befell 
Kaikeyi as her share for serving the same Lord, events that scarred her life forever. 

Lord Ram realized her grief and pain, as well as a sense of remorse, regret and 
sorrow that was burning her inner-self; the Lord felt immense pity for her and 
empathized with her. 

So, therefore, the Lord went to meet her first in order to sooth her, to comfort 
her grieving and lamenting heart, to assuage her emotions by speaking to her 
courteously, and to tell her that he has the same affection and respect for her now as 
he had for her in the beginning, and that this affection and respect is not a fraction less 
than what he has for the other mothers, i.e. mother Kaushalya (his own mother) and 
mother Sumitra (Laxman’s mother). 

A similar event occurred earlier in Chitrakoot too—there also Lord Ram made 
it a point to meet Kaikeyi and pay his respects to her to comfort her first before 
meeting other mothers. {Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Doha no. 244 
along with Chaupai line nos. 7-8 that precede it.} 


*Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 7-8 that precede Doha 
no. 244. 
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Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Doha no. 348. ] 


vpurftispwrep fecu Qucm qut Ga AT 3 ul 

q afas fon fen sen 137p ent afer War d v t 
wa fest eg ete erm 1 res efe ISTUD Uu UI 
UP SE & Ger Gere pupa Genet feng sift ATTN S N 


krpasindhu jaba mandira ga'e. pura nara nari sukhi saba bha'e. 3. 

gura basista dvija li'e bula'l. aju sughari sudina samuda’. 4. 

saba dvija dehu harasi anusasana. ramacandra baithahim singhasana. 5. 
muni basista ke bacana suha'e. sunata sakala bipranha ati bha'e. 6. 


When Lord Ram, who was like an ocean of mercy, grace, kindness and compassion 
(krpasindhu), entered his palace, the men-folk as well as the women-folk of the city 
felt very happy and contented. (3) 


Thence, guru Vasistha called all the senior Brahmins and told them: *Today is a very 
auspicious day, and all good stars have arranged themselves in such a way that they 
are in harmony with each other. (4) 


So therefore, I request all of you Brahmins to cheerfully grant your permission so that 
Lord Ramchandra could sit on the throne of Ayodhya (and be anointed as its King). 


(5) 


The pleasant words of guru Vasistha were warmly welcomed by all the Brahmins. (6) 


Hels TAT Hs FAW SAT DHT SATA TA STAT UI O UI 
ata after facta fé aS 1 tens che faeren HAT 2 N 


kahahim bacana mrdu bipra aneka. jaga abhirama rama abhiseka. 7. 
aba munibara bilamba nahim kijai. maharaja kaham tilaka karijai. 8. 


A number of Brahmins spoke simultaneously, saying cheerfully and very courteously 
that they were all unanimously in favour of Lord Ram ascending the throne and 
anointed as the King. ‘Verily indeed, the news of Lord Ram’s ascension to the throne 
and being appointed as the King is a most welcome and auspicious news; there is 
nothing better one could hear. (7) 


Oh great sage (Vasistha). Do not delay now; anoint Lord Ram as a King forthwith.” 
(8) 


[Note—'The elders wished to waste no time in crowning Lord Ram, for they have had 
a bitter experience earlier when a little delay caused by making elaborate 
arrangements, decorating the city and planning for celebrations had thrown a spanner 
in the whole affair when the crooked Fate got a window of opportunity and 
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maneuvered things maliciously in such, and so suddenly turned the tide, that Lord 
Ram had to go to the forest, and the day that was meant for rejoicing and festivities, 
when he would sit on the throne, was converted into a day of wailing and grief and 
lamentations. Devil is very cunning and has an evil nature inasmuch as it derives 
immense pleasure in spoiling things when least expected, and rejoices when others 
grieve. 

So therefore, the Brahmins advised sage Vasistha, the royal priest, to make 
haste and anoint Lord Ram as a King-Emperor as quickly as possible, without wasting 
time on formalities. ] 


a0. AAA Hes WHO UA Ud Ucis EQUIS | 
TH BAH TY AT WT Tl TANT SITZ ll $0 (9 ) UI 
We dé Met Vos UT Her 35 ATS | 
za UH Aas us uh fie AAS 37g ll go (38) UI 
doha. 


taba muni kahe'u sumantra sana sunata cale'u harasa'i. 
ratha anéka bahu baji gaja turata samvare ja'i. 10 (a). 
jahan? tahan? dhavana patha'i puni mangala drabya maga'i. 
harasa sameta basista pada puni siru naya'u a'i. 10 (b). 


After receiving an unanimous permission to go ahead with Lord Ram's crowning 
ceremony, guru Vasistha summoned the chief minister named Sumantra, and gave 
him necessary instructions. 

As soon as Sumantra received his orders, he cheerfully proceeded to carry out 
his mandate. He went and readied a number of horses and chariots’. (Doha no. 10-a) 


Meanwhile, messengers and heralds were speedily dispatched in different directions 
with the errand to bring water from holy places as quickly as possible’. 

He then came back and bowed his head before guru Vasistha to report to him 
that all necessary arrangements were being made, and things are speedily being put in 
place for the Lord’s crowning ceremony. (Doha no. 10-b) 


[Note—'The horses and chariots were readied to participate in the ceremonial royal 
procession that would mark the crowning of Lord Ram as the King of the kingdom of 
Ayodhya. Since Ayodhya was a vast kingdom with extensive territory, and its domain 
and sovereignty extended over other smaller principalities, it was no less than an 
empire, and hence Lord Ram assumed the role of an Emperor too. 


*On close observations we conclude that the actual anointment ceremony must have 
been held a day or two later, because the messengers and heralds must have taken at 
least a day to come back with holy waters from places far off. No matter how swiftly 
they went, but they could not perform a magic by going thither and coming hither 
before the sun set that day. 

Therefore, the earliest Lord Ram could have ascended the throne was on the 
day that followed the day of his arrival; it could also have been two days from the day 
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of his arrival, if not more, if we take into account the necessity of making elaborate 
arrangements for a royal ascension ceremony of a great kingdom. ] 


a0. staat sre Ghat oes cores GAA aS A cwm 
TH Hel Aahe ACS | WA MSS BTSAAG VE N R I 
Gd Ta We Ts AT MT pupHrenfe qud AET 3|! 


caupat. 


avadhapuri ati rucira bana’. devanha sumana brsti jhari la't. 1. 
rama kaha sevakanha bula'i. prathama sakhanha anhavavahu ja’. 2. 
sunata bacana jaham taham jana dha'e. sugrivadi turata anhava'e. 3. 


The capital city of the kingdom of Ayodhya, known as ‘Avadh-Puri’, was decked up 
magnificently, in all the best of finery (like a bride) so much that it inspired the gods 
to shower a rain of an abundance of flowers (of all hues and shapes) on it’. (1) 


Lord Ram called his attendants and instructed them: ‘First of all (i.e. on priority basis) 
go and get all my friends (who had disembarked from the plane with the Lord) to have 
their baths.’ (2) 


Upon receiving the Lord's instructions, the servitors immediately went here and there? 
to carry out these orders. They arranged for getting Sugriv and others bathed. (3) 


[Note—'This is the third occasion when Ayodhya is decorated magnificently, in all 
finery, rendering an exceptional beauty to it, which so much fascinated the gods that 
they rained down an abundance of flowers of all colours and shapes to express their 
joy. The first occasion was when Lord Ram and his three brothers were born— 
apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-2 that precede Doha no. 
194; Chaupai line nos. 2-8 that precede Doha no. 195. 

The second occasion is when Lord Ram and his brothers returned to Ayodhya 
with their brides after their marriage ceremony in Janakpur—apropos: Ram Charit 
Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes Doha no. 344—to Chaupai line 
no. 3 that precedes Doha no. 345; Chaupai line nos. 1-6 that precede Doha no. 347. 


"Now, these ‘friends’ from Lanka were Lord Ram's guests of honour. The Lord was 
extending his warmest hospitality to them, and therefore he first ensured that they 
were properly lodged and all necessary arrangements were made for them; none of 
them should ever feel neglected even in the slightest. 


3The friends of Lord Ram, Vibhishan, Sugriv, Angad, Jamvant, Nala, Neela, 
Hanuman etc. (apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-2 that 
precede Doha no. 8) were so excited and fascinated by the charming city of Ayodhya, 
and were so overwhelmed by the warmth with which they were received by its 
citizens, that they had gone here and there to have a view of the fine city, and even 
visited homes of the citizens who enthusiastically invited them to come in and have 
some refreshments. 

Nay, the citizens not only opened their homes for these special guests but even 
vied with each other to have one of them visit their homes, as it would bring them 
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honour and give them a lot of pleasure to serve them. Those of the guests who 
preferred to go around the city for sight-seeing were accompanied by enthusiastic 
crowds of people, young and old, who gladly showed them around, pointing out to 
them the landmarks of this famous city and cheerfully acting as expert guides to lead 
the honourable guests across the streets and squares. 

Here and there and everywhere, crowds of joyous citizens thronged them; 
some trying to shake hands with them or simply to touch them, some trying to hug 
them, some wishing to talk with them, some asking their names, some offering 
flowers and fruits and sweet drinks, some cajoling them to step inside their homes and 
have a little chat, rest and a bite of refreshment, and so on and so forth the infectious 
warmth of welcome spread, so much so that the guests were virtually swept off their 
feet and borne aloft in the tidal wave of warmth and affection that swamped them. 

So by the time Lord Ram’s attendants went out to carry out their orders, they 
couldn’t find these guests at the place the plane had landed, because in the meantime 
all of them had already spread across the large city—some visiting homes, and others 
roaming around for sight-seeing, surrounded by a huge jubilant crowd wherever they 
went. 

To wit, these messengers had a tough time to first locate them, and then to 
push back the zealous citizens so that the guests could be brought to their respective 
lodging places and advised to take a bath as requested by the Lord. ] 


UP reaR aq R | Prat aT Ta Het AEA U v Ul 


SSA WY AAS UTS | WT AHA PUTS TANTS Hs I 
Wa UT WY Heals DU Hilfe Ue Wenfé A Ts d s 


puni karunanidhi bharatu hamkaré. nija kara rama jata niru'are. 4. 
anhava'e prabhu tini'u bha't. bhagata bachala krpala raghura'. 5. 
bharata bhagya prabhu komalata’. sesa koti sata sakahim na ga". 6. 


Then Lord Ram, who was like an ocean of mercy, compassion and kindness 
(karunanidhi) called in Bharat, and with his own hands the Lord disentangled (or 
unwound; un-girdled; unlocked) his matted lock of hairs '. (4) 


Thence, Lord Ram, the Lord who is extremely gracious and merciful towards his 
devotees (bhagata bachala) and is the illustrious Lord in the race of King Raghu 
(raghura'l), advised all his three brothers (Laxman, Bharat and Shatrughan) to have 
their baths. (5) 


Verily indeed, even countless Seshnaths (who have thousands of mouths with which 
they could speak simultaneously) would not be competent enough to praise the good 
fortunes and glory of Bharat (bharata bhagya)’, and the immensity of Lord Ram's 
tenderness of heart and softness of feelings (prabhu komalata'l) in a sufficient way. 


(6) 


[Note— After his return from Chitrakoot, Bharat had lived like a hermit on the 
outskirts of Ayodhya. He had attired himself as a recluse, and this included keeping 
his lock of hairs matted as a crown on his head* in the same fashion as he had seen 
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Lord Ram wearing it when the two brothers met in Chitrakoot. {*Refer: Ram Charit 
Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 3-4 that precede Doha no. 324.} 


*Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, (i) Chaupai line nos. 7-8 that precede 
Doha no. 205—where Bharat is praised by the deity of Triveni, the holy pilgrim site 
of the confluence of three holy rivers; (11) Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 
210—where sage Bharadwaj praises Bharat; (iii) Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes 
Doha no. 259—where Lord Ram himself praises Bharat; and (iv) Chaupai line no. 3 
that precedes Doha no. 326—where the citizens of Ayodhya praise Bharat. | 


Wf Prat srer Wa FATT 1 TL STATA ATT TETT 01 9 0I 
ot AS WY OT a (317 arin eRe Aa TST II £ I 


puni nija jata rama bibara'e. gura anusasana magi naha'e. 7. 
kari majjana prabhu bhusana saje. anga ananga dekhi sata laje. 8. 


After that (1.e. after unlocking the hairs of Bharat and getting all the brothers bathed) 
Lord Ram un-girdled or unlocked his own lock of matted hairs. Then, having obtained 
permission of his guru (sage Vasistha), the Lord took a bath (and washed his unlocked 
hairs). (7) 


After taking a bath, the Lord attired himself in royal robes and ornaments. The Lord's 
form looked so exceptionally beauteous and bewitchingly charming that it shamed 
countless Kamdeos (the patron god of beauty and charm)'. (8) 


[Note— Kamdeo is said to have the most charming body amongst the pantheon of 
gods. This verse simply means that Lord Ram looked so magnificently handsome and 
charming in his clothes and ornaments that all the pride that Kamdeo might have had 
regarding his attractive form was crushed, putting him to shame for all his boast and 
pretensions. 

Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, (i) Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes 
Doha no. 327; (ii) Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 220; (iii) Chaupai line 
no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 243. All these verses express identical views.] 


a0. ONS Mat aR ASM qui nU | 
Ra TAA AT OT BIT SET AST SATS ll $9 (R) UI 
wa ary fafa atta Tat wa T3 Tt | 
aha ard Va Seat sr quer rst STAT $9 (31) U 
doha. 
sasunha sadara janakihi majjana turata kara'i. 
dibya basana bara bhüsana amga amga saje bana'i. 11 (a). 


rama bama disi sobhati rama rüpa guna khani. 
dekhi matu saba harasim janma suphala nija jani. 11 (b). 
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Inside the palace, the mothers-in-law first got Janki (Sita) bathed, and then adorned 
her with beautiful clothes and magnificent ornaments that covered her entire body. 
(Doha no. 11-a) 


Janki, who was an embodiment of beauty and virtues, and a personified form of Rama 
(goddess Laxmi, the divine consort of Lord Vishnu), looked glorious as she stood to 
the left of Lord Ram’, 

When the mothers beheld this charming sight, they felt exhilarated, and 
considered their life fully rewarded’. (Doha no. 11-b) 


[Note—'According to established Hindu tradition, a married woman always stands or 
sits on the left of her husband. 

Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chanda line nos. 7-8 that precede 
Doha no. 109. 

The heavenly beauty and charm of Sita was legendary. Refer: Ram Charit 
Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 323. 

Similarly, the sight of Lord Ram and Sita was exceptionally bewitching— 
apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, (i) Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 
265; (ii) Chaupai line nos. 2-6 that precede Doha no. 325. 


*At the time of Lord Ram's marriage with Sita, king Dasrath, the father of the Lord, 
too had the same feeling. Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chanda line nos. 1-2 
that precede Doha no. 325.] 


wp aie ae staat wan fra APT ae 
aig femme SU Wa Al CGT Gah Ul 9$ (71) 


sunu khagesa tehi avasara brahma siva muni brnda. 
cadhi bimana a'e saba sura dekhana sukhakanda. 11 (c). 


[The saintly crow named Kaagbhusund, one of the primary narrators of this divine 
Story, told his listener Garud, the heavenly Bird who is also a mount of Lord Vishnu, 
as follows:-] 


‘Listen oh king of birds (khagesa)! At that time, Brahma the creator, Shiva the 
concluder, all the great sages and seers, as well as the gods who arrived in their 
planes—all of them assembled there to have a heavenly view of Lord Ram, who is 
indeed an embodiment of bliss and happiness!. (Doha no. 11-c) 


[Note—'The Gods, Brahma, Shiva and the sages—all came to witness Lord Ram’s 
coronation ceremony and bless him. Earlier too, on every happy occasion they had 
assembled to see the Lord and bless him—whether it was the occasion of the Lord’s 
birth*, his marriage# or his victory in the war of Lanka$. 

*Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha 
no. 196. 

#Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line nos. 4-6 that precede 
Doha no. 262; Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 323; Doha no. 324; Doha no. 
353 etc. 
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$Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 11 that precedes 
Doha no. 103; Doha no. 109.] 


ao. Wey Aafa a aa str ata feces Pears AT I 9 
a aa as at ott a as ao wu fears fue aS 3 
Sahya Ad Tas | URES Wawa Were | 3 


caupat. 


prabhu biloki muni mana anuraga. turata dibya singhasana maga. 1. 
rabi sama tēja so barani na ja’. baithe rama dvijanha siru na^. 2. 
janakasuta sameta raghura't. pekhi praharase muni samuda". 3. 


Seeing Lord Ram, the sage's (i.e. Vasistha's) heart brimmed over with affection for 
him. The exhilarated sage immediately asked for a heavenly throne (which was 
provided to him instantly). (1) 


This magnificent throne was as splendorous and radiant as the sun, and it defied all 
descriptions'. Lord Ram bowed his head reverentially before the assembled Brahmins 
and sat down on it. (2) 


Observing this beautiful sight of Lord Ram sitting on the throne (of the great kingdom 
of Ayodhya), with the daughter of Janak (1.e. Sita) by his side, the exalted assembly of 
illustrious sages and learned elders felt extremely exhilarated. (3) 


[Note—'The throne was made of pure gold, and it was studded with priceless gems 
that glittered. Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line no. 5 that 
precedes Doha no. 11.] 


ag Wa dep fure Tae LAM AT A SI ait Wenn t vU 
yan fderen sag at enter aft aa fore ST AT ll 


béda mantra taba dvijanha ucaré. nabha sura muni jaya jayati pukaré. 4. 
prathama tilaka basista muni kinha. puni saba bipranha ayasu dinha. 5. 


Then the Brahmins recited the sacred Mantras from the Vedas (scriptures), while the 
gods in the sky (heavens) and the sages (on the ground) raised their hands to applaud 
and bless the Lord, cheering in unison: ‘Glory to the Lord; Hail the Lord and Victory 
be to him’. (4) 


As the rituals for the anointment of Lord Ram as the King-Emperor began, it was sage 
Vasistha who formally started the process by making a ‘Tilak Mark’ on the Lord’s 
forehead first', which was followed by a loud chorus of blessings from all the 
assembled Brahmins (and elders). (5) 


[Note—'The ‘Tilak’ is a sacred mark made on the forehead of a newly appointed 
King as a token of his formal appointment on the throne of the kingdom, and the 
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acceptance of his sovereignty by the subjects of that kingdom during the coronation 
ceremony. 

This ‘Tilak Mark’ is made by using a paste of auspicious ingredients, and the 
ritual is accompanied by chanting of Veda Mantras and blessings from all the 
assembled elders of the kingdom. 

Sage Vasistha was the chief priest of the kingdom of Ayodhya, and so he 
would obviously be the one to carry out this ritual.] 


Ua factor Scat ASAT LATE AT SINT Sant t 8 UI 
ferre ara ferfafzr fates che Srah Wat sistas ATS 1119 U1 
Ria uc Prager ag (afia ace davit aon t e i 


suta biloki harasim mahatari. bara bara arati utari. 6. 
bipranha dana bibidhi bidhi dinhe. jacaka sakala ajacaka kinhe. 7. 
singhasana para tribhu'ana sa'im. dekhi suranha dundubhim baja'irn. 8. 


Beholding their son (Lord Ram sitting on the throne of Ayodhya), all the mothers 
(Kaushalya, Sumitra and Kaikeyi) were thrilled and exhilarated'. They repeatedly 
performed his ‘Arti’? (i.e. they waved a plate decorated with lighted earthen lamps 
before him as a token of blessing, for inviting good omen, and deflecting or warding 
off evil spirits that may perchance think of casting an inauspicious eye on the Lord). 


(6) 


On this auspicious occasion, different types of charities were made and alms given to 
Brahmins and alms-seekers so liberally that those who received these largesse 
themselves gave them away to others’. (7) 


The Lord of the three worlds (i.e. the heaven, the earth and the nether world; the 
entire creation; “tribhu'ana sa'Irm") was sitting on the Throne‘. Seeing this most 
wonderful sight, the gods became ecstatic and played their musical drums and 
trumpets in the sky. (8) 


[Note— Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, Doha no. 11-b. 


?Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 7. 
Here we read that the plate used to wave auspicious lighted earthen lamps before Lord 
Ram by the mothers was made of gold. The occasion was the Lord's arrival in 
Ayodhya after fourteen years in the forest. 


?Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 7. 
After performing the Lord's Arti to welcome him back home, liberal charities were 
distributed by the delighted mothers. 

Refer also to: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes 
Doha no. 194. The occasion here was the celebration marking the birth of Lord Ram 
and his three brothers in the household of the King of Ayodhya, king Dasrath. We 
observe here too that the receivers of various gifts gave them to others in their turn, 
for it was an occasion of celebration, and the gifts were meant to mark it. Whoever 
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accepted such gifts kept some of the items with them as a memento for future 
generations, but they cheerfully gave the rest to others who could not make it to the 
palace to receive gifts themselves due to the huge crowd that had assembled and 
packed the palace courtyard chock-a-block. Such citizens were obliged by others who 
were lucky to go inside and receive the gifts, and the latter willingly shared the gifts 
with their fellow citizens. 

Remember: Ayodhya was a wealthy and prosperous kingdom, and no one had 
dearth or shortage of anything that he or she would run away with free gifts and hoard 
them inside their homes. 


“Till now, Lord Ram was not officially appointed as a ‘King’. Now that happy 
occasion had arrived. The symbolism is obvious: A King is the protector, a well- 
wisher, a provider of all needs, and like a father to his subjects. 

So therefore, when the gods saw that Lord Ram was sitting on the Throne after 
being appointed a King, they were extremely delighted as now they themselves, as 
well as the world they are obliged to take care of, could look forward to the Lord’s 
protection; now they had a formal King, their well-wisher and care-taker. The other 
reason for their joy was that Lord Ram was not an ordinary king of a worldly 
kingdom, but he was the Supreme Lord of the whole world. Besides this, Lord Ram 
was exceptionally merciful, compassionate, gracious, kind, forgiving, judicious, 
benevolent, munificent, courteous and noble in heart. 

With such a King at the helm of affairs, what more would the subjects want? 
Hence, it was indeed a matter for rejoicing and an occasion for celebrations for one 
and all—which the gods marked by playing their musical instruments. ] 


xo. aN gage arate ferqer tere fere madi 09 0 
mak Stas Ge WAS OT APT ure i 3 M 
wate arpsr ferire eaa AAA qd 13 1 
Te Oa GA aor ay ate aed fn fast Uv UU 


chanda. 


nabha dundubhim bajahim bipula gandharba kinnara gavahim. 1. 
nacahim apachara brnda paramananda sura muni pavahim. 2. 
bharatadi anuja bibhisanangada hanumadadi sameta te. 3. 
gahem chatra camara byajana dhanu asi carma sakti birajate. 4. 


A large number of kettle-drums sounded in the sky (as the gods beat them 
enthusiastically), while Gandharvas and Kinnars! sang merrily to the tune of this 
music. (Chanda line no. 1) 


Meanwhile, a large crowd of Apsaras (female dancers of heaven) formed groups and 
danced in merry abundance to accompany the singing by their male counterparts. 

To wit, the whole atmosphere was one of blissfulness, of excess of joy and 
happiness; so all the gods and the sages thoroughly enjoyed it and felt ecstatic. 
(Chanda line no. 2) 
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Lord Ram’s younger brothers such as Bharat etc. (i.e. Laxman and Shatrughan too), 
and the Lord’s friends such as Vibhishan, Angad, Hanuman etc. (i.e. Sugriv too), 
stood around the Lord on the dais, holding ceremonial umbrella, whisk, fan, bow, 
sword, shield, and lancet etc. in their hands”. (Chanda line nos. 3-4) 


[Note—'The Ghandharvas and Kinnars are demi-gods; they are the musicians, 
dancers and singers of heaven. 


?The three brothers and the close friends of Lord Ram stood around the throne on the 
dais, each holding some kind of a ceremonial paraphernalia in his hand, as a sign that 
that they were very close to the Lord and his close confidantes. When a formal 
ceremony, such as coronation of a king or the swearing-in of a head of government 
takes place, only a limited number of selected persons are allowed to go on the dais. 
These persons are persons of honour, close relatives or special guests of the newly 
anointed king or the newly appointed head of the government. To stand on the dais on 
such special occasions is a matter of great privilege and prestige. ] 


ott afia ferent Ta Ot AIA ag Bla Ges | 4 | 
Aa sqrt AT Md Sat Uta AT AA Ales I & I 
ype fafera yor sin sinks ufa wst ioi 
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Sri sahita dinakara bansa bhüsana kama bahu chabi soha’l. 5. 
nava ambudhara bara gata ambara pita sura mana moha'. 6. 
mukutangadadi bicitra bhüsana anga anganhi prati saje. 7. 
ambhoja nayana bisala ura bhuja dhan'ya nara nirakhanti je. 8. 


Lord Ram, who was like a jewel of the Solar race (dinakara bansa bhusana), along 
with Sita, who was a personified form of goddess Laxmi and represented everything 
that is auspicious and has the quality of richness in it ($rT)—looked so exquisite, 
majestic and adorable as if he was a personified form of countless Kamdeos (the 
patron god of beauty and charm). (Chanda line no. 5) 


The yellow coloured ‘Pitambar’ (a length of silk cloth that is wrapped around the 
body; the garment worn by Lord Vishnu) that was wrapped around the body of Lord 
Ram, which was dark-complexioned like a newly formed rain-bearing bank of dark 
clouds (seen during the rainy season), looked so magnificent that it mightily 
enthralled the gods, and charmed their minds and hearts exceedingly. (Chanda line no. 
6) 


A crown with a tiara or a diadem, armlets, and other magnificent ornaments adorned 
every part of the Lord's form. (Chanda line no. 7) 


Lord Ram had eyes as large and beautiful as lotus flowers; he had a broad chest and 
long muscular arms. 

Most lucky and privileged were those who had an auspicious view of this 
divine sight of the Lord's heavenly form. (Chanda line no. 8) 
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vaha sobha samaja sukha kahata na bana'i khagesa. 

baranahim sarada sesa $ruti so rasa jana mahesa. 12 (a). 
bhinna bhinna astuti kari ga'e sura nija nija dhama. 

bandi bésa bēda taba a'é jaham $rirama. 12 (b). 

prabhu sarbagya kinha ati adara krpanidhana. 

lakhe'u na kāhūnř marama kachu lagé karana guna gana. 12 (c). 


[The saintly crow Kaagbhusund told Garud, his listener—] 


‘Oh the king of birds (khagésa)! The magnificence, the charm, the euphoria and the 
joy that prevailed and permeated everywhere at that time, was so stupendous and 
overriding that it defies all description. 

Goddess Saraswati, Lord Sheshnath and the Vedas have made attempts to 
narrate and give a description of those eclectic moments as best as they could, but 
failed to do so as they could not completely comprehend the depth of its spiritual 
significance, for the spiritual bliss and ecstasy that it provided is known only to Lord 
Shiva’. (Doha no. 12-a) 


All the gods offered their prayers to Lord Ram, individually as well as in unison, and 
then went to their respective abodes in the heaven. 

Then came the Vedas disguised as Bards or Minstrels at the place where Lord 
Ram was (i.e. at the venue of the coronation ceremony). (Doha no. 12-b) 


Lord Ram, who is all-knowing and omniscient, immediately recognized them (that 
they were a personified form of the Vedas)’; so therefore the Lord welcomed them 
with great respect. 
Everyone present there saw them (the Bards; the Minstrels), but none could 
recognize who they actually were (i.e. no one could understand that they were Vedas). 
Meanwhile, these Bards or Minstrels sang the majestic glories of the Lord in 
laudatory terms. (Doha no. 12-c) 


[Note—'To wit, goddess Saraswati and Lord Sheshnath could only describe the 
physical beauty and grandeur of the occasion of Lord Ram's coronation, but the real 
spiritual bliss and ecstasy that it provided could be realized and known only by Lord 
Shiva. 
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?^An important question can be asked here. How many Bards or Minstrels had come to 
honour Lord Ram with their prayers? The answer is simple: they were five of them. 
Why? Because the Vedas are five in number as follows: Rig Veda, Shukla Yajur 
Veda, Krishna Yajur Veda, Sam Veda and Atharva Veda. ] 


(vi) Sub-section 21.1.6: Ram Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, Chaupai line no. 
1 that precedes Doha no. 15—to Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha 
no. 20: 


After the Lord’s coronation festivities were over, his honoured guests from 
Kishkindha and Lanka, i.e. the chiefs of the monkey and bear race as well as 
Vibhishan and his companions, who had come to Ayodhya on the Pushpak plane, 
were given a warm send-off by Lord Ram, and they returned to their homes full of 
praises for the Lord, with happy memories of their companionship with Lord Ram 
forever enshrined in their hearts. 


"dio. Gl wate ae Ham urerit | Afaa are ayer stat GTerdt HI 9 ul 
FETS HL YY Brae | AAA crate Ae facta AART t 3 t 


caupat. 


sunu khagapati yaha katha pavani. tribidha tapa bhava bhaya davanti. 1. 
maharaja kara subha abhiseka. sunata lahahirn nara birati bibeka. 2. 


[Continuing with the narration, the saintly crow Kaagbhusund told his listener Garud, 
the king of birds, as follows—] 


‘Listen oh king of birds (sunu khagapati)'. This Story (of Lord Ram) is very 
purifying, holy and auspicious (katha pavani). It has the potential to eliminate all the 
torments associated with this mundane gross world as well as the three great fears 
associated with it (tribidha tapa bhava bhaya davani). (1) 


When a person listens to the episode that describes the coronation of Lord Ram, he or 
she is freed from all such fears and apprehensions’. Such persons get true wisdom and 
develop renunciation*. (2) 


[Note— The reader must have noticed by now that there are two primary narrators 
and two primary listeners of this glorious Story. One such narrator and listener is Lord 
Shiva and his consort Parvati, who is also known by the name of Uma; and the other 
narrator and listener is the saintly crow Kaagbhusund and Garud, the mount of Lord 
Vishnu. 

Presently, it is the latter two who are being cited in this verse. The episode that 
describes the conversation betwixt Kaagbhusund and Garud, wherein the Story of the 
Ramayana was narrated, is to be found in Ram Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, Chaupai 
line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 63—to Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 
68. 
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“The three great fears associated with this mundane world of transmigration, fears that 
cause misery to all living beings, are the following: Adhibhautik = fears and problems 
related to the physical world and its creatures; Adhidaivik = fears and problems 
created by adverse gods and malignant stars; and Adhyamik = fears related to one’s 
spiritual well-being. 

Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-5 that precede 
Doha no. 32. 


*When the king of a kingdom is benevolent, kind and merciful, if he is concerned 
about the welfare of his subjects and ensures that no one in his realm suffers 
unnecessarily, when the king is known for his gracious and compassionate nature, it is 
sure then that the people within his domain live a happy and contented life. 

This analogy is used here to mean that when the devotee sees Lord Ram as his 
Lord and Protector, there would be nothing from which he or she would be worried in 
this world. Lord Ram’s coronation as the Sovereign implies that the devotee has a 
friend in power and authority; a friend who would go out of his way and employ his 
abilities and resources to ensure that all his other friends are happy and contented, that 
no one troubles them. So this means that the people of the world can live happily 
when they put themselves in the safe custody of Lord Ram. 

Remember: We are not talking about some great worldly prince or king of any 
worldly kingdom, but of the Supreme Lord of the world, of the Lord God. Hence, if 
one relies on the Lord Ram with the firm conviction and faith that he is none but the 
Supreme Being himself, the Lord God himself, then say what fear can he or she ever 
have? 


“With the firm faith that Lord Ram is ready to take care of all the needs in one’s life, 
both worldly as well as spiritual, what is the necessity and the purpose served by 
hankering after worldly acquisitions or trying to appease gods and stars? With this 
realization comes renunciation, and this is true spiritual wisdom. | 


Bt Gena AT Gate St rats (per Sata ArT ferfér urafé t 3 ui 
Rey Ge enfer areal | iaaa tga Oe eT t v t 


je sakama nara sunahim je gavahim. sukha sampati nana bidhi pavahim. 3. 
sura durlabha sukha kari jaga mahim. antakala raghupati pura jahirn. 4. 


Those who hear and sing or recite this divine Story with some desire in mind, they are 
blessed with all sorts and different types of happiness and prosperity. [To wit, all their 
worldly desires are taken care of.] (3) 


While alive they live a life of heavenly comfort and happiness that is envy of the 
gods. And when they die, they attain deliverance and their soul attains the heavenly 
abode of Lord Raghupati himself. [To wit, upon death, such persons go to heaven.] 
(4) 
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[Note—These two lines elaborate on what has been said previously. By relying upon 
Lord Ram, one is able to live happily in this world, and upon death one goes to 
heaven. To wit, all worldly as well as spiritual well-being and welfare are taken care 
of simultaneously. | 


Gale fenpes fara ate fag i cet aria ofa data v uu N 
ama TH a A act | canta fere GT SETA Ut 8 N 
fefe faces sinfa ge acit | ale ét HE der ATH uo t 


sunahim bimukta birata aru bisa't. lahahim bhagati gati sampati na'i. 5. 
khagapati rama katha maim barani. svamati bilasa trasa dukha harani. 6. 
birati bibeka bhagati drrha karani. moha nadi kaham sundara tarani. 7. 


Hearing of this glorious Story grants desired fruits to the listener depending on his 
attitude, aptitude, subtle inclinations, and mental bearing. 

Verily, if this divine Story is heard by those who free from all worldly 
attachments as well as by those who practice renunciation and dispassion, they are 
blessed with the fruit of Bhakti (1.e. devotion for Lord God) and Gati (i.e. they find 
salvation; their souls find deliverance and emancipation). 

On the other hand, if it is heard by those who are enamoured by the world and 
its material things, then they too find their wishes fulfilled by getting newer successes 
and gains in this material world. (5) 


Oh king of birds (khagapati)! I have narrated the divine and glorious Story of Ram 
(rama kathā) in accordance with my understanding and knowledge’. It not only gives 
immense comfort but also eliminates all torments and tribulations associated with life 
in this mortal and gross world. (6) 


This blessed Story reinforces the virtues of renunciation, detachment and dispassion 
that a person has in his heart; it further fortifies wisdom and judicious thinking; and it 
firms up the virtues of devotion and submission to the Lord God that is already 
present in the heart of a devotee. Forsooth, these grand qualities are made more robust 
and abiding if a person hears this Story attentively, and with immense faith (as to its 
mystical powers to grant spiritual rewards as well as fulfillment of wishes). 

Verily indeed and without gainsay, this Story of Lord Ram is like a wonderful 
boat (sundara tarant) that can help a person to easily cross the river of Maya (i.e. the 
river symbolized by delusions and all its associated problems) without any hassles. (7) 


[Note—'Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes 
Doha no. 64—to Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 68.] 


Fra rer ier aag vef vafe ein wer HTM N 
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nita nava mangala kausalapuri. harasita rahahim loga saba kuri. 8. 
nita na'i priti rama pada pankaja. saba kern jinhahi namata siva muni aja. 9. 
mangana bahu prakara pahira'e. dvijanha dana nana bidhi pa'e. 10. 


Meanwhile, there were daily festivities and many kinds of celebrations in Ayodhya 
(to mark the coronation of Lord Ram, as well as to mark his return from the forest and 
the success in the epic War of Lanka). 

Everyone in the realm, of all castes and denominations, was very happy and 
exhilarated. (8) 


Everyone had great affection and reverence for the lotus-like feet of Lord Ram; 
everyone adored and paid obeisance to the holy feet of the Lord before which even 
Lord Shiva, the great sages, as well as the creator Brahma bow their heads. (9) 


Alms seekers received liberal gifts of different kinds; Brahmins too received grants 
and largesse of various sorts. (10) 


dio. ware mA aft uer 3h wy ua via 
Wea Fart fears fere Tu ur We affe t VG t 
doha. 


brahmananda magana kapi saba kem prabhu pada priti. 
jata na jane divasa tinha ga'e masa sata biti. 15. 


All the Kapis (i.e. the monkeys as well as the bears who had come with Lord Ram 
aboard the plane from the battle-field of Lanka, as his guests and friends) were so 
much charmed, so enthralled and so captivated by the mass celebrations and extended 
festivities that marked Lord Ram's return to Ayodhya and his coronation that they 
virtually lost track of time and forgot who they were—so much so that almost six 
months passed without them knowing how long it was'. (Doha no. 15) 


[Note—'It ought to be noted here that when Lord Ram and his brothers were born, a 
similar thing had happened at that time too—one month passed in festivities and 
celebrations without anyone realizing how long it had been. Refer: Ram Charit 
Manas, Baal Kand, Doha no. 195 along with Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes it, and 
Chaupai line no. 1 that follows it.] 


"io. feme wwe ate aret | afr orate Ha Wa ure 9 M 
qa vafe As wur SMT 137g Mas urat FAS ATTN 2 UI 
UA Wife GAT Ser | MTT TS As sem Sun s! 


caupat. 


bisare grha sapanéhum sudhi nahim. jimi paradroha santa mana mahim. 1. 
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parama priti samipa baithare. bhagata sukhada mrdu bacana ucare. 3. 


All of them (i.e. the *Kapis") forgot everything about their own homes so much so that 
they didn't even dream of either their own families back home or about returning 
back—in the same way as saints do not harbour in their hearts and minds any kind of 
ill-will or animosity towards their adversaries, nor do they remember any harm or 
offence anyone has done to them. (1) 


By-and-by, one day Lord Ram called all his friends for a meeting. All came and 
bowed their heads reverentially before the Lord. (2) 


He made them sit down close to him most affectionately. 
Once they were all seated around him, the Lord spoke very polite words that 
would be pleasant for his devotees to hear’. (3) 


[Note—'The Kapis were so loyal and faithful to Lord Ram that besides being the 
Lord’s close friends and companions they were also his ‘devotees’. That is why it is 
said here that the Lord spoke so sweetly that his friends and devotees, i.e. the Kapis, 
felt very happy. ] 


qe aia aife aR dans ie we hfg fate end ag Ux Ul 
ard tie qwe ste fra ort an fea ent ere TS aT NG tl 


tumha ati kinhi mori sevaka't. mukha para kēhi bidhi karaurn bara’. 4. 
taté mohi tumha ati priya lagé. mama hita lagi bhavana sukha tyagé. 5. 


You have done great service to me for which I am so highly obliged to you that I can’t 
find words to express my gratitude in sufficient manner, nor do I know how to praise 
you all for the services you have rendered me. (4) 


I have developed so much affection and a close bond of kinship with you because you 
have sacrificed your home and hearth, as well as your personal comfort and safety, for 
my sake’. [To wit, this voluntary sacrifice of yours that you have done for my sake 
has endeared you to me for all times to come. | (5) 


[Note— Here Lord Ram gives immense thanks to the Kapis and gratefully 
acknowledges their help in the search for Sita and then the war of Lanka. In the 
course of these developments it goes without saying that the monkeys and bears 
suffered themselves a lot; so the Lord now expresses his gratitude to them—telling 
them that these developments have had a positive effect inasmuch as that now he has 
an abiding friendship with them and has developed affection for them, which he shall 
cherish in his heart for eternity. ] 


are Was Gala seat ee Te uem WAT s i 
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anuja raja sampati baidehi. deha geha parivara sanéhi. 6. — 

saba mama priya nahim tumhahi samana. mrsa na kaha'um mora yaha bana. 
7. 

saba kem priya sevaka yaha niti. morem adhika dasa para priti. 8. 


[Elaborating further and highlighting how much he cherishes their friendship and 
acquaintance in his heart, Lord Ram stresses—] 


My brothers, my kingdom, my wealth, and my wife Sita (Vaidehi), nay, even my own 
body, my home, my whole family, my kith and kin — (6) 


-- Verily I love them all, but truly not more than you! I don't speak a lie, and this is 
my affirmation’. (7) 


It is an established principle that a faithful, loyal and diligent servant (who would do 
everything within his might to serve his lord, and that too selflessly) is always loved 
by his master; but I go a step further in upholding this maxim—because I am all the 
more inclined to have greater affection for all those who serve me and follow me; I 
love them and am favourably inclined to them (and go out of my way to take care of 
them) far more than what I am expected to do’. (8) 


[Note—'It is not that Lord Ram did not love all those he has mentioned here; the only 
point he wished to stress is that he loves his friends from Kishkindha much more than 
he loves anyone else. The reason is simple and obvious—during the testing times of 
his life when he was facing the wrath of a malicious Fate, when he was forlorn, 
almost lost and desperate, when it was a swing between life and death, when 
everything seemed to be lost for him after his wife Sita was stolen by the ferocious 
demon king Ravana, defeating whom was well nigh impossible, then at that time it 
were the Kapis of Kishkindha who had come to his aid, and no one else. How can he 
forget it? 


*Lord Ram says: “Though it is normal that a master would naturally have special 
affection for a servant who serves him faithfully and diligently, but in my case this 
affection is exceptional; it is steady, abiding, and of the highest degree. The ordinary 
master may get angry at his favourite servant in a situation where the servant might 
fail to serve him on any occasion for any reason whatsoever, but I never ever get 
angry at my devotees, no matter what happens or what the provocation is.” 

Refer: Ram Charit Manas, (a) Ayodhya Kand, (i) Chaupai line nos. 3-6 that 
precede Doha no. 183; (ii) Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 260; and (b) 
Uttar Kand, Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 1 (where Bharat endorses this 
view). | 
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aba grha jahu sakha saba bhajehu mohi drrha nema. 
sada sarbagata sarbahita jani karehu ati prema. 16. 


Now my dear friend, go home. Remember me; have an abiding affection and devotion 
for me by remembering that I am always present everywhere (to help you), that I am 
always ready to look after the welfare of all, and that I always think good of others.’ 
(Doha no. 16) 


"Ho. GP wy Ger WT Ge UTI al EH chal feraft qe TN 9 N 
Wenecn Te CR HT at uR a He cle SIT STAT R N 
WU Uu fee nx UY SGT | her ferferfer ferfér vare ferm t 3 1 


caupat. 


suni prabhu bacana magana saba bha'e. ko hama kaham bisari tana ga'e. 1. 
ekataka rahe jori kara age. sakahim na kachu kahi ati anurage. 2. 
parama prema tinha kara prabhu dekha. kaha bibidhi bidhi gyana bisesa. 3. 


Hearing the words of Lord Ram, all the Kapis were overwhelmed; they became so 
overcome with emotions that for sometime they lost awareness of themselves and 
their surroundings—of who they were, where they were, from whence they had come 
and whither they are expected to go. (1) 


They stood stunned and dumbfounded with their joined palms before the Lord, 
looking at him transfixed. They were so overcome with emotions of affection and 
love for the Lord that they were rendered speechless’. (2) 


When the Lord observed the intensity of their love and affection (as well as devotion) 
for him, he assuaged their feelings and comforted them in various ways by 
enlightening them about the realities of this world and practical aspects of life?. (3) 


[Note—'Love is such an intense emotional feeling that when someone you love 
dearly asks you to go away, then for sometime you would not know what to say and 
how to respond. The time of separation had come, and it was un-nerving for Lord 
Ram’s dear friends. They had wished to live with him more; they did not want to go 
back. The Lord had shown them so much favour and attention and affection that they 
would rather prefer to spend the rest of their lives in Ayodhya, serving him, than 
going back home. They wished to settle down in Ayodhya and make it their new 
home. 

So, when Lord Ram asked them to go back to their respective homes in 
Kishkindha, it came as a shock to them all. 


*Lord Ram acknowledged their devotion and love for him. Then he explained to them 
many practical things of life, such as the necessity of attending to their obligations 
and responsibilities that they had towards their own families and people back home. 
The Lord enlightened them about what true relationship and true love are, that 
physical distance matters not if one has true love for anyone in his heart, that the 
strength of relationship is proved when two loving people live apart from one another 
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rather than together, because distance helps to test this strength, to test whether the 
bond is fragile or strong. 

The Lord also explained to them that it is a maxim that when two persons live 
close to each other, no matter how dear and fond they are of each other, but a day 
comes when some sort of friction or misunderstanding between the two is sure to raise 
its ugly head, souring their otherwise sweet relationship. This mishap is taken care of 
by living apart. 

There were many other such small and big issues of life that the Lord 
explained to them in an effort to comfort them and persuade them to return home. ] 


WY TS en Het a uf Cub ub er rer Pere t x i 
TA WY SIS SEED ATL ATT UT STTU HETE d Us di 


prabhu sanmukha kachu kahana na parahim. puni puni carana saroja 
niharahim. 4. 
taba prabhu bhüsana basana maga'e. nana ranga anüpa suha'e. 5. 


None of them could muster courage to say anything before the Lord; they could not 
even utter a word. [To wit, all the guests of Lord Ram, the *Kapis', stood silently 
before him as they were so overwhelmed with emotions that they could not decide 
what to say, and how to ask the Lord not to tell them to go back home. They kept 
quiet in deference to the Lord's presence and majesty, because answering the Lord 
would be impolite and bad in terms of observation of decorum. They could not even 
tell the Lord that they would rather prefer to settle down in Ayodhya permanently, 
and continue to serve him for the rest of their lives.] 

They repeatedly glanced at the holy lotus-like feet of Lord Ram (as a subtle 
sign to indicate what they intended to say but dared not speak and let known in an 
articulate language—that they would prefer to serve the holy feet of Lord Ram instead 
of going back home)’. (4) 


Meanwhile, Lord Ram called for beautiful ornaments and clothes (ceremonial robes 
of honour) of different colours and designs (which he would give as gifts to his 
friends before saying good bye to them). (5) 


[Note—'The Kapis stood silently because they were in a dilemma. To speak before 
the Lord and say that they don't wish to go back would be tantamount to disobedience 
and in-courteous behaviour. But at the same time they sincerely wished that Lord 
Ram would allow them to stay in Ayodhya and serve him. So they repeatedly glanced 
at the feet of the Lord to convey a silent message that they would rather stay, and that 
they wished to serve him. 


*But since it was not feasible and practical to allow them to stay in Ayodhya as 
discussed earlier, the Lord got gifts of clothes and ornaments brought in so that a clear 
hint is given to them that they must go back to their homes.] 
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sugrivahi prathamahim pahira'e. basana bharata nija hatha bana'e. 
prabhu prerita lachimana pahira'e. lankapati raghupati mana bha'e. 
angada baitha raha nahim dola. priti dekhi prabhu tahi na bola. 8. 


SS 


Lord Ram adorned Sugriv with robes of honour first (because the latter was the king 
of the monkey race and the senior-most amongst the Lord's guests). These ceremonial 
robes were tailored by Bharat with his own hands (during the time of the 14 years of 
self-imposed isolation that he spent while Lord Ram was in the forest). (6) 


At the same time (as Lord Ram made Sugriv wear robes of honour), Laxman, on 
behest of Lord Ram, adorned Vibhishan, the king of Lanka, with matching robes of 
honour; this pleased the Lord much’. (7) 


Meanwhile, Angad (the crown prince of Kishkindha and Sugriv’s nephew, being the 
son of the latter’s elder brother Baali) kept on sitting; he did not move. Lord Ram 
observed it closely, and realizing the exemplarily high level of Angad’s loyalty and 
devotion for him, the Lord did not ask him to come forward to accept the ceremonial 
robes’. (8) 


[Note—'Lord Ram, being the sovereign of Ayodhya, adorned Sugriv, who was also a 
sovereign of Kishkindha and the senior-most in the rank of commanders, while at the 
same time Laxman, the second in rank, adorned Vibhishan, who was a notch junior to 
Sugriv in the hierarchy of things. Why? It is simple: Sugriv led the conquering army 
as its king and commander, while Vibhishan got his throne after victory of this army. 
So although both were presently kings in their own rights, but Sugriv obviously had a 
more right of way as compared to Vibhishan, entitling him to get honour first. 


*Lord Ram perceived that Angad was unwilling to leave him and go back. The Lord 
could see the sadness in Angad’s face and plea for exemption from going back by the 
looks of his eyes. So the Lord kept quiet and did not ask Angad to step forward to be 
honoured along with Sugriv and Vibhishan. | 


Ao wmm "lenia et ufa TATA | 
fea aft Yr wa Ba Ul TE Us ATTN 9'6 ( 58 ) Ul 
doha. 
jamavanta niladi saba pahira'e raghunatha. 
hiyam dhari rama rüpa saba cale na'i pada matha. 17 (a). 


Lord Ram himself clothed Jamvant (the chief of the bears), Neela (one of the chief 
commanders of the Lord's army from Kishkindha), and all the others (who had come 
with Lord Ram aboard the plane from Lanka) with robes of honour. 
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Then all of them bowed their heads reverentially at Lord Ram’s feet, and 
enshrining the Lord’s image in their hearts, they departed for their homeland. (Doha 
no. 17-a) 


qa site Sto Als Fae Aste TET HT SAT I 
eife ferita siters aaa WA WH vu aT $16 (38 ) UI 


taba angada uthi na'i siru sajala nayana kara jori. 
ati binita bole'u bacana manahum prema rasa bori. 17 (b). 


When everybody else had departed, Angad got up and bowed his head before Lord 
Ram with his eyes filled with tears and the palms of his hands joined together in a 
prayerful mode. 

Angad spoke most politely and humbly, beseeching the Lord by using words 
that seemed to be soaked in emotions of love and affection for the Lord’. (Doha no. 
17-b) 


[Note— Angad kept sitting quietly while all others were being honoured by Lord 
Ram by offering ceremonial robes to them and then given a warm send-off. 

We have read earlier (in Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes this Doha) that when 
it had become evident that Lord Ram intended to send his guests back from Ayodhya 
to their respective homes in Kishkindha and Lanka, Angad did not like the idea of 
going back. So he kept sitting quietly and did not join others to receive gifts and robes 
of honour from Lord Ram as parting gifts before departure. 

Now when he found Lord Ram alone, he got up to plead his case, with tears in 
his eyes, most humble looks, and prayerful words infused with devotion and love for 
the Lord in as best a manner as he possibly could.] 
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caupat. 


sunu sarbagya krpa sukha sindho. dina dayakara arata bandho. 1. 
marati bera natha mohi bali. gaya'u tumharehi konchem ghali. 2. 
asarana sarana biradu sambhari. mohi jani tajahu bhagata hitakari. 3. 


[Angad submitted most humbly and pleadingly—] 


‘Listen oh Lord who is all-knowing (sarbagya) as well as an ocean of happiness, 
grace, compassion and mercy (krpa sukha sindho). 

You show mercy to the lowly and the humble (dina dayakara), and are a 
friend of those who are distressed and looking for solace and succour (arata 


bandho). (1) 
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At the time of his death, Baali (my father) had put me in your care and safe 
custody’. (2) 


[Note— Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, Chanda line nos. 7-8 that 
precede Doha no. 10. 

At the time of his death, Baali had prayed to Lord Ram to take care of his son 
Angad, requesting the Lord to hold him by his arm and look after his welfare by 
treating Angad as his own servant and dependant. Angad now invokes that request to 
ask Lord Ram to keep his father's last wishes and let him stay in Ayodhya to serve the 
Lord. 

It ought to be noted carefully here that at that time Lord Ram had kept quiet; 
the Lord had not expressly accepted Baali's request asking him “to keep Angad as his 
servant". The word used by Baali was “dasa’—which literally means a servant, but 
by extension it also means someone who depends upon his lord. 

What Baali actually wished from Lord Ram was to protect Angad after his 
death. Baali was apprehensive of Angad's safety and future because Sugriv, Baali's 
younger brother and Angad's uncle, would be probably tormenting Angad and may 
even go further to kill him on some pretext as he would see the orphaned Angad as a 
rival claimant to the throne of Kishkindha. Lord Ram recognized this possibility, that 
Sugriv would usurp the hereditary right of Angad over the crown of Kishkindha 
which he was lawfully entitled to by the virtue of being the son of Baali. 

To pre-empt Sugriv from completely disenfranchising Angad and throwing 
him out of the kingdom of Kishkindha, Lord Ram had declared Angad as the heir- 
apparent and a crown prince of Kishkindha at the time of Sugriv's own appointment 
as the king in place of his dead brother Baali. 

Not only this, Lord Ram had always shown a soft corner for Angad, and 
treated him as one of his most trusted lieutenants, at par with Hanuman. We must 
have observed presently that while others were being given a send-off by Lord Ram, 
the Lord did not insist on Angad too leaving with them. Surely, all others who went 
away must have noticed this crucial point. Privately Sugriv must have felt very happy, 
thinking of Angad staying back as good riddance. But at the same time, all must have 
realized that Lord Ram surely loved Angad more as the Lord did not insist his going 
back with others. 

We shall soon read that, by-and-by, Lord Ram prevailed upon Angad to return 
home to Kishkindha, although the Lord could have as well accepted his plea to remain 
in Ayodhya. The reason for the Lord's decision to send Angad back to his kingdom is 
this: The Lord had to keep his promise made to his father Baali that he would take 
care of Angad and ensure he lives a honourable life—and that is why Angad was 
made the heir-apparent and a crown prince of Kishkindha. Now, if Angad was 
allowed to stay back in Ayodhya to serve the Lord, then he would have forfeited this 
right and privilege. Besides this, it would have given a chance to Sugriv to fill the 
vacancy by appointing someone of his own choice. Should this actually happen, 
Angad would permanently lose his right. 

Angad was a ‘prince’ of a great kingdom of Kishkindha; keeping a ‘prince’ as 
a servant, or a courtier or any junior functionary in the kingdom of Ayodhya would be 
absolutely wrong for Lord Ram; it would have not only been insulting for Angad but 
would have surely lowered the Lord's own image and reputation in the world. And it 
would have given Sugriv a fodder to spread bad words for the Lord behind his back— 
that Lord Ram has kept Angad with him in order to symbolically subjugate the 
monkey race because Angad was not an ordinary member of this race but their ‘prince 
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and an heir-apparent to the throne, who would one day become the king of 
Kishkindha’. 

To wit, Lord Ram’s keeping Angad in Ayodhya to serve him would be a 
humiliating thing for the entire monkey race, because he was their prince and a 
rightful claimant to the throne of their kingdom, which in turn would not go down 
well in terms of long-time friendship. 

Many such factors came into play when Lord Ram decided to send Angad 
back home instead of accepting his request to allow him to stay in Ayodhya. 

As for Angad, besides his love for Lord Ram, there were other considerations 
why he did not wish to go back. His uncle Sugriv had killed his father Baali to grab 
the crown, so Angad was sure he would be ill-treated if he went to Kishkindha. But 
this fear of Angad was taken care when Lord Ram showed special treatment to him by 
allowing him to stay back for sometime after all others have left. 

Eventually, when Angad did return to Kishkindha after some time, everyone 
was sure that Lord Ram has sent him as his own ambassador in disguise, so all those 
who might harbour ill design against him must be ware of severe repercussions should 
Lord Ram get a hint that Angad is in danger. 

It was not hidden from anyone that Angad shared a special bond of affection 
with Lord Ram, that he was dear to the Lord and close to his heart, that there was an 
affinity between the two. This meant that everyone in Kishkindha treated Angad 
kindly and with great respect. Sugriv, even if he had some secret agenda against 
Angad in the beginning, had by now decided to forget it and treat him with affection.] 


WR qre WY Ue fag Wrer ps3 Ghat dfst Ue sere 1 v il 
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morem tumha prabhu gura pitu mata. ja'um kaham taji pada jalajata. 4. 
tumhahi bicari kahahu naranaha. prabhu taji bhavana kaja mama kaha. 5. 
balaka gyana bud'dhi bala hina. rakhahu sarana natha jana dina. 6. 


Oh dear Lord; for me you are my guru (revered teacher and guide) as well as my 
parent, my father and mother, and protector. 

Tell me Lord, this being the truthful case, where can I go except your lotus- 
like feet? [To wit, I have no place to go; I have no other destination; I have no home 
where I can find rest, peace, solace and succour except you and your holy feet.] (4) 


Oh Lord; think yourself and tell me what work do I have at home if I leave (serving) 
you? [Verily indeed, in all sooth and without gainsay, I have no work anywhere else, I 
have nothing to do at home. If I leave you, I will be lost and lonely; I have no kith and 
kin except you.] (5) 


Treat me as a child who is humble, innocent, lowly, and devoid of all skills and 
intelligence (making him unfit for the world, useless, not liked by anyone, and who 
has to taken special care by his parent because of his shortcomings and inabilities). 

Oh gracious and merciful Lord! Considering me to be humble and lowly, and 
one who is utterly distressed and overcome with grief, please be kind to keep me as 
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your refugee, and let me stay with you. [Truly Lord, I don’t want to go home; I wish 
to stay with you.] (6) 


Afa ega Te & wa ates pug a fafan sat aves 9 N 
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nici tahala grha kai saba kariha'um. pada pankaja biloki bhava tariha'um. 7. 
asa kahi carana pare'u prabhu pahi. aba jani natha kahahu grha jahi. 8. 


[I will not be a burden or problem for either you or anyone else in your household, 
because—] I will serve you like an ordinary servant, and do all the most humble of 
menial jobs of your household that you assign me to do. 

While doing so, I shall always be privileged to see and serve your holy lotus- 
like feet, which in turn will help me obtain liberation and deliverance from this 
mundane existence in this gross world, and thereby attain emancipation and salvation 
for my soul.’ (7) 


Saying this and pleading most earnestly to Lord Ram, Angad fell down at the feet of 
the Lord and prayed: ‘Oh my dear and merciful Lord; please don’t tell me again to go 
back home.’ (8) 
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angada bacana binita suni raghupati karuna sinva. 
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Hearing Angad’s pitiful prayer, Lord Raghupati (i.e. Lord Ram), who is an 
embodiment of mercy and compassion, was overwhelmed with love and affection for 
him. 

The Lord picked him up and clasped him to his bosom, with tears welling up 
in his lotus-like eyes. (Doha no. 18-a) 


Lord Ram took his own garland that hung over his chest and put it around Angad's 
neck. The Lord also adorned Angad, the son of Baali (balitanaya), with clothes and 
jewels that he himself wore!. 

Then the Lord (bhagavana) reassured him in a variety of ways, explaining 
the pros and cons of the situation, the necessity of his going back, the practical 
reasons of the Lord's decision to send him back to Kishkindha instead of keeping him 
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in Ayodhya, and then blessing him profusely, the Lord send him off with a heavy 
heart”. (Doha no. 18-b) 


[Note—'It ought to be noted here all others too were given clothes, ornaments and 
other gifts, but the difference is that Lord Ram gave Angad his personal items of 
clothes and ornaments, and even the garland that he wore himself. 

This was surely a very special gesture and had a special meaning: these gift 
items would make Angad feel like touching the Lord personally whenever he touched 
them when at home. They were the personal things of Lord Ram, and therefore they 
would remind Angad that the Lord held him very close and dear to his heart. 

When someone gives another person any item of his personal use as a token of 
remembrance at the time of seeing him off, it obviously means that the latter is shown 
special treatment by the former, to remind the latter that he is very close to the former 
and has a special place in his heart. 

When Angad returned to Kishkindha, everyone could see that he has been 
shown special treatment and honour by Lord Ram, that Angad is closer to the Lord 
than anyone of them. 


^We have already discussed in the note appended to Chaupai line nos. 1-2 that 
precede this Doha why Lord Ram was compelled to send Angad back inspite of the 
latter's so earnest a request to let him stay in Ayodhya to serve the Lord. So when 
Lord Ram explained to Angad the situation from different angles, the necessity and 
the prudence of his going back home, Angad finally agreed, though he did so most 
reluctantly and with a heavy and sad heart. 

Now, let us briefly see why Lord Ram insisted that Angad ought to go back 
home to Kishkindha. 

(a) At the time of appointing Sugriv, uncle of Angad, as a king of Kishkindha, 
Lord Ram had anointed Angad as the heir-apparent, the crown prince, and the next in 
line to the throne. The Lord ensured by this step that after Surgiv's stepping down 
from kinghood of Kishkindha for any reason whatsoever, Angad would rightfully 
become the next king, and not Sugriv's son or anyone selected by him. This choice of 
Angad as the next king was definitely correct, as Angad was the son of Baali, the 
elder brother of Sugriv, whom the latter got killed due to some personal feud. Had 
Baali lived, it was normal that after him his son Angad would have ascended the 
throne, and not Sugriv. Hence, Lord Ram did nothing else but restore this traditional 
right to Angad. 

But surely Sugriv must have been jealous of Angad, seeing him as a contender 
to the throne, and therefore he didn't like Angad. Angad understood this sticky 
situation and had explicitly said so to his companions on the shore of the ocean in 
Ram Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, Chaupai line nos. 3-6 that precede Doha no. 
26. Angad had a serious apprehension that Sugriv would have him killed on one 
excuse or another. His only safety was in the hands of Lord Ram, for Sugriv dared not 
oppose the Lord. 

This was the primary reason why Angad wished to stay with Lord Ram in 
Ayodhya instead of going back to Kishkindha. 

But this fear of Angad was taken well care of by the Lord. When Lord Ram 
adorned him with personal royal clothes, ornaments and garland, it was a clear-as- 
daylight sign to one and all that Angad was very close to the Lord, and nobody ever 
dare raise an evil eye against him. 
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When Angad went back to Kishkindha attired in such fine regalia, unique to 
Lord Ram, and bearing the signature royal emblems, motifs, signs, and court-of-arms 
of the kingdom of Ayodhya, he represented Lord Ram in Kishkindha; he was the 
Lord’s ambassador, his emissary, his representative. 

So, this served many purposes: One, it kept Sugriv under leash; he knew that if 
he committed any mischief on any front, Angad would report back to Lord Ram, and 
then Sugriv would be punished. Second, it ensured that Angad got respect and honour 
due to him as a crown prince and heir apparent of the kingdom; he would not have to 
live at Sugriv’s mercy. Third, Lord Ram could monitor things in Kishkindha. 


(b) Lord Ram was a most gracious, compassionate, kind, magnanimous and courteous 
king the world had and has ever known. The Lord had made Sugriv, who was the king 
of Kishkindha, as one of his friends, and Angad as the crown prince of the same 
kingdom. This being the case, it would seem very bad if Lord Ram kept Angad as his 
courtier; the world would say that the Lord has made Kishkindha a vassal state by 
allowing its crown prince to serve him as an ordinary courtier. It would undermine the 
Lord’s immaculate reputation and scar his glory. 

Those in Kishkindha would have special reason to feel affected negatively, 
because all loved Angad as he was an orphan, and a nice person, almost similar to 
Hanuman in his nature. 


(c) If Angad was allowed to stay in Ayodhya, Sugriv would get what he wanted 
without any trouble, for if the crown prince was absent for a long time, he would find 
an excuse to appoint his son or anyone else on that post, saying he needed help in 
running the day-to-day administration affairs of the kingdom. And once someone was 
appointed, Angad would be disinherited forever, and most importantly, the blame for 
this unfortunate development would fall squarely at Lord Ram’s door. 


(e) Further, Lord Ram was apprehensive of Sugriv. He feared that in the future there 
were good chances that Sugriv might eye the territory of Lanka, and use his powerful 
army to launch a military campaign on Lanka to usurp the throne from Vibhishan on 
one pretext or another. Lord Ram had given his personal word of honour to Vibhishan 
that he would always protect him as his devotee and friend; so what would happen 
then? 

Even if Sugriv did not think in these terms, who can say Vibhishan won't? 
Couldn't Vibhishan launch a vicious attack on Kishkindha to settle old scores against 
Sugriv, for the sack of Lanka was done by the army of Kishkindha led by Sugriv? 

By keeping Angad in Kishkindha, the Lord felt that both these unfortunate 
developments could be pre-empted and avoided, because Angad would step in and 
rein the warring parties in straight away, before the situation went out of hand. 


(f) The Lord had decided to keep Hanuman with him. If he kept Angad too, there 
were chances that in due course of time these two would start quarreling amongst 
themselves over petty matters, causing unnecessary intrigue and ill-will. So it was 
prudent and wiser to keep them separate. 

Lord Ram decided that since Hanuman and Angad were close friends, had 
good affinity with each other, and had always stayed together during the war too, it 
would be easier for the Lord to keep the communication channels with Kishkindha 
open and well-oiled by employing their services. Since both of them were loyal to the 
Lord, the matter would be so much the easier and information reliable. 
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(g) Angad had not observed rules of protocol: for it was, and still is, an established 
custom that when two states or kingdoms or countries are on friendly terms, such as 
Ayodhya and Kishkindha in our present case, and a citizen of one country wishes to 
go and live in the other, then he must first obtain permission from the king or 
governing authority of his own country before applying to stay in the other country. 
Angad ought to have first taken Sugriv, the king of his native country as well as his 
uncle, into confidence, telling him that he wished to stay for a while with Lord Ram 
before approaching the Lord with this request. It is obvious Sugriv wouldn’t have 
denied this permission, and then all decks would have been clear for Angad, because 
after he had formally obtained Sugriv’s permission, it would have been a lot difficult 
for even Lord Ram to deny it to him; Lord Ram couldn’t have insisted that Angad go 
back to his home country as that would have seemed defying Sugriv himself whose 
permission Angad had already obtained. In that eventuality, if Lord Ram sent Angad 
back, it would have soured relationships between two good friends, Lord Ram and 
Sugriv, both of whom were, at that point of time, independent Kings in their own 
rights. 

But then, why didn’t Angad request Sugriv’s permission, and instead 
approached Lord Ram directly? What may have been the probable reason? Well, the 
answer is this: Angad both feared and hated Sugriv. Why? Angad feared that his uncle 
would deny him this permission to stay in Ayodhya under Lord Ram’s protection 
because he would prefer that Angad remains within his reach so that one day or the 
other he would surely kill him*!, on one pretext or another, to get him out of the way, 
for Angad thought that his uncle, who had killed his father Baali to grab the crown, 
will see Angad as a contender to the throne of Kishkindha, especially when Lord Ram 
had himself got Angad appointed as the heir-apparent and the crown prince**. Angad 
hated Sugriv obviously because the latter taken the help of Lord Ram to have his 
father Baali killed. 

So Angad did not wish to see Sugriv's face and talk with him. On the other 
hand, he saw in Lord Ram his only succour, guardian and protector in this world, and 
he has expressly mentioned this fact to the Lord while pleading with him to let him 
stay in Ayodhya** as a sort of insurance against his uncle. 

{* Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, Chaupai line nos. 3-6 that 
precede Doha no. 26. 

*^Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, Doha no. 11. 

*3 Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, Chaupai line no. 26 that 
precedes Doha no. 7—to Doha no. 8. 

**Apropos: Ram Charit Manas, Kishkindha Kand, Chanda line nos. 7-8 that 
precede Doha no. 10.) 


Lord Ram had to take many such factors, small and big, into consideration while 
deciding on Angad's plea, and everything weighed in favour of the decision to send 
him back home, though it meant an extremely painful parting for both, Lord Ram as 
well as Angad. 

So the Lord took him aside and explained everything to him in detail, telling 
him: *Look son! Thou art very dear to me, but we have to take many things into view 
as both of us are responsible persons; we can't behave like a naive child. Look: you 
are always, anytime and in any situation, welcome here; you need no permission from 
either me or anyone else for it. Listen: thou art not going back to Kishkindha out of 
thine free will, but on my express orders. Hence, even whilst being there, thou art 
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carrying out my wishes just as thou wouldest have done it if thou hadst lived here. 
Suppose I command thee to go to some place on an errand, tell me, wouldst thou not 
go? So take it this way—thou art going to Kishkindha on my command. So be 
cheerful and happy; don’t feel hard at all. Thou art mine, and so wilt thou ever remain 
for eternity!” 


As far as Angad was concerned, after all it would have been wrong on his part to defy 
the Lord and go against his wishes; being a true devotee and a loyal follower of Lord 
Ram, it was obligatory on Angad, and expected of him as well, that he would pay 
heed to the Lord and keep his wishes before his own. 

So therefore, since Lord Ram desired that Angad should go back, the latter 
had no choice but to obey. ] 
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Lord Ram, who always keeps the good of his devotees in view!, went out of his way 
to give an emotional and warm send-off to Angad by taking along with him all his 
three younger brothers, Bharat, Shatrughan and Laxman (bharata anuja saumitri 
sameta). (1) 


Angad's heart lacked no affection for Lord Ram; in fact it overwhelmed him and 
overflowed from his heart as was evident when he repeatedly looked back at the Lord 
(with tears in his sad eyes and pain in his grief-stricken heart)’. (2) 


[Note—'This fact, that “Lord Ram always keeps the good of his devotees in view" 
vis-a-vis Angad, has been explained in detail in the notes appended to previous 
verses. 


*Angad was torn between emotions. He sobbed and sighed silently; he glanced back 
over his shoulders; he stopped in his path and turned around to directly look back as if 
expecting that the Lord would call him back at the last moment (as will be clear in the 
next verse), to have a last glimpse of his dear Lord whose sight he would be dearly 
missing for a long time to come, a prospect that grieved him more than anything else. 

Angad did not know what to do and what not to; should he defy the Lord and 
turn back at all costs, or should he proceed to his destination; should he go to the 
forest and become a recluse somewhere near Ayodhya. Poor Angad felt forlorn, 
pensive, lonely and extremely sad. He literally dragged his legs that felt heavy-as-lead 
to move forward, but he had no choice: he could not disobey the Lord. He could see 
that Lord Ram’s face was as sad as his own; they too had tears in their eyes as his did; 
the Lord took deep breaths and stood forlorn and lonely and grieving in the same way 
as Angad felt. 

This reassured Angad that Lord Ram truly loved him, perhaps more than he 
imagines; to some extent he felt comforted, realizing that the Lord would miss him as 
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much as he would miss the Lord. He thought that perhaps the Lord thought it was in 
Angad’s own interest to go back, and so inspite of the emotional sufferings the Lord 
insisted on it.] 
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He (Angad) turned back and repeatedly fell down prostrate on the ground in the 
direction of Lord Ram, to pay his homage to the Lord, expecting that may be at the 
last moment the Lord would ask him to stay back. (3) 


Angad remembered all those pleasant moments of the past that recalled to his memory 
how Lord Ram used to look at him, how the Lord talked with him, how the Lord 
walked alongside with him, how the Lord would smile and laugh at his little deeds 
and naughty acts! These memories filled his mind and buffeted his emotions 
relentlessly; they overwhelmed him and overpowered him with grief and sadness’. (4) 


[Note— Indeed it was a very sad and heart-breaking parting. To speak the truth, the 
author of the current Book has himself wept bitterly while typing out this episode on 
the computer, as well as the one where Angad takes his leave from Hanuman a little 
while later.] 
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But Angad by-and-by realized that it was Lord Ram's desire that he should go back to 
his home in Kishkindha. 

So finally he prayed to Lord Ram most humbly and politely, and enshrining 
the Lord's lotus-like holy feet in his heart, Angad departed from there. (5) 


[Other Kapis were waiting at a distance. Angad went and joined them.] 

All the Kapis (who had collected outside the gates of the royal palace) were 
respectfully taken to the borders of the city of Ayodhya, from where they were given 
an affectionate and ceremonial send-off. After this, Bharat and his other brothers 
returned back’. (6) 


[Note—'It is to be carefully noted here that it is ‘Bharat’ who is mentioned in the 
verse as having returned back with his brothers after the departure of the Kapis, and 
Lord Ram isn't mentioned. 
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It clearly means that Lord Ram, being the sovereign, desisted from going 
much further away from the gates of the fort or palace ground beyond a certain limit 
to maintain decorum and dignity of the Crown. On his behalf he deputed his three 
brothers, led by Bharat, to accompany his Kapi friends till the borders of the city and 
send them off from there. 

Perhaps Lord Ram would have gone himself, but he was surely so emotionally 
upset at the sight of the sad Angad departing with pain on his face and deep sadness 
reflecting from his demeanours that the Lord thought that he would not be able to 
restrain his own emotions if he saw Angad lamenting in the same way again, for it 
was too unbearable a sight for the merciful Lord Ram to cope with. So it was prudent 
and wise for the Lord to stay away and allow his brothers to go with his friends to the 
periphery of the city to see them off and bid them farewell from there. 

Remember: Lord Ram was not alone; he was a King, and therefore a large 
retinue of courtiers and citizens were there to watch the proceedings. Then there were 
his Kapi friends. Imagine what a delicate and sensitive and piquant situation would 
arise in case Angad started wailing and weeping and falling at the Lord's feet in front 
of everyone's eyes just prior to departure, pleading with the Lord to let him stay back? 
It would be a doleful scene and an extremely painful situation that had to be avoided 
at all costs.] 
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Then (when final good-byes were being said on the borders of Ayodhya), Hanuman 
approached Sugriv and fell at his feet, praying to him in different ways (so that his 
request is accepted) '. (7) 


Hanuman pleaded before Sugriv, ‘Oh Lord! Let me serve Lord Ram’s feet for some 
ten days more (i.e. for some more time), and then oh Lord, I shall come back to you 
see your feet (and serve you)". (8) 


Sugriv (and all others present there^*) lauded Hanuman’s initiative. They said: ‘Oh 
Hanuman, the son of the wind god (pavanakumara)! Indeed and in all sooth, you are 
a fountainhead of everything that is considered meritorious and auspicious (pun'ya 
punja tumha). Blessed are you truly. Go, cheerfully go, and serve the Lord (Ram) 
who is an abode of, an embodiment of grace, compassion, kindness, mercy and 
magnanimity (krpa agara)!’ (9) 


Blessing Hanuman in this way, all the Kapis**, immediately departed from there on 
their journey back home. 
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Angad, however, fell back from the rest of the group, and pulled Hanuman 
aside to have a last minute chat with him. He said, ‘Listen Hanuman. ---- (10) 


[Note—'A remarkable thing has happened here. While Angad was pleading his case 
before Lord Ram, Hanuman stood quietly and observed. He was also there when Lord 
Ram explained to Angad the various reasons why he could not allow him to stay back 
in Ayodhya, and amongst them one was that it was against norms to allow a citizen of 
a friendly country to live in one’s own country without his having obtained a prior 
permission from the ruler of his native country, which Angad had not done. 

Wise and intelligent as he was, Hanuman caught the point straight on, and so 
he decided to approach Sugriv first, because the latter was the king of Hanuman’s 
native country Kishkindha. Hanuman had rightly guessed that it would be impossible 
for Sugriv to deny this permission to him—because of the simple fact that Sugriv and 
Lord Ram were fast friends, and it would be a courteous gesture for Sugriv to allow 
one of his fellow citizens to remain in Ayodhya for some time more, especially when 
that citizen himself requests for such a permission. To deny it would be un-courteous 
and offending for the friendly king. 

So when it is said in these verses that Hanuman prayed to Sugriv in different 
ways, it is simply meant that he explained to Sugriv the pros and cons of the matter 
while persuading the latter to accept his request and grant him the desired permission. 


^What could have Sugriv possibly said when Hanuman made his request? Sugriv 
replied: “Well my dear Hanuman, thou art indeed very fortunate to have this 
privilege; I am with thee, and bless thee. Yes, definitely, thou havest my full 
permission without any reservations. Listen mine dear: ‘Ten days’ thou sayest—well, 
what are the numbers of days that matter; it’s a rare honour to be able to serve Lord 
Ram. So therefore, stay and serve the Lord as long as thou wish. I canst ever have a 
trace of an objection in it; rather I wilt be the gladest soul alive and the happiest one if 
one of my countrymen is able to offer his services to Lord Ram. Look dear, hark to 
my advice: carry out Lord Ram’s command dutifully, diligently, faithfully, honestly, 
and loyally. Don’t let down the Lord ever; I don’t want to hear, mind thee, that whilst 
Hanuman was in the service of Lord Ram, the Lord had to face this or that problem. 
Thou art able in all respects; thine virtues art legendary; no one in our race is as 
fortunate as thou art. So put this opportunity to good use in the service of our common 
Lord. It will bring glory to all of us. Remember: through thee, I, on my own behalf as 
well as on the behalf of our entire race, wilt be serving the Lord himself! So, Go and 
fulfill thine wishes. Glory be to thee; all praises and honours be thine; thou art indeed 
the jewel of the Kapi race without doubt!” 

Armed with permission from Sugriv, Hanuman returned to Lord Ram to offer 
himself and his services. Lord Ram must have surely smiled at Hanuman’s clever 
wisdom, for now the Lord was left with no choice but to allow him to remain in 
Ayodhya and keep serving him. Any refusal would be insulting to Sugriv, something 
surely Lord Ram would never wish. 


**The place and time where Hanuman prayed to Sugriv to allow him to serve Lord 
Ram for a few days more was just at the time of the departure of the group. Everyone 
was present there; it could not have been a private meeting between the two. Hence, 
whatever Hanuman said to Sugriv, and whatever Sugriv replied, was heard and 
endorsed by all the Kapis as is explicitly clear in verse no. 10. 
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Therefore, the permission which Hanuman got to remain in Lord Ram's 
service was an unanimous decision taken by all the Kapi chiefs, and not only Sugriv. 

And the whole scene was witnessed by Lord Ram's three brothers who had 
come to bid goodbye to the guests—i.e. Bharat, Laxman and Shatrughan. So, when 
Hanuman returned triumphantly to present himself in the service of the Lord, the Lord 
glanced at his three brothers to have their opinion. And obviously all of them smiled 
and nodded assent, saying that Hanuman has the permission of not only Sugriv but the 
whole group, and so the Lord must keep him in his service. 

Wonderful and remarkable! What Angad could not get directly from Lord 
Ram, Hanuman got the same thing with wit and wisdom!] 
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Angad pleaded with Hanuman, ‘I join the palms of my hands to request you most 
earnestly and humbly (oh Hanuman) that when you go back to Lord Ram, tell him 
that I have bowed before him by prostrating myself at his feet (in a symbolic way 
from a distance). 

My dear, remind Lord Ram of me repeatedly, over and over again (now, as 
well as later on, whenever you get an opportunity to do so)." (Doha no. 19-a) 


Saying this, Angad, the son of Baali (balisuta) departed for his journey home, while 
Hanuman returned back (to Ayodhya). 

On his return, Hanuman went straight to the Lord and told him about Angad's 
deep love and intensity of affection for him, which deeply moved the Lord and 
affected him so much that he lost awareness of himself and became ecstatic in delight 
(magana bha'e bhagavanta)#. 


[#This is an extremely heart-wrenching Doha. Angad’s final moments with Hanuman, 
who was his closest buddy, before he departed for home were extremely sorrowful, 
poignant and painful. Now, let us pause for a while to visualize the heart-touching 
scene of those few moments in the eyes of our mind as follows: 

"Saying this (as narrated in Doha no. 19-a), and embracing Hanuman for one 
last time, Angad firmed himself for the final parting: he bit his lips, clenched his fists 
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to collect courage, took a deep breath, and tearing himself away from his dear friend, 
Angad turned abruptly to go away on his long journey back home to Kishkindha, with 
a heavy heart, numbed mind, wet eyes, drooping head, sagging shoulders that shook 
intermittently as he sobbed, and virtually dragging his un-cooperating legs behind 
him. He didn’t look back again as Hanuman stood dumb and numb, gazing at the 
fading image of Angad lumbering away and gradually vanishing into the distant 
horizon. 

After standing motionless for quite a while and feeling crestfallen, Hanuman 
slowly turned back himself to go back to Ayodhya and report to Lord Ram. Once 
back, he went straight to the Lord and told him about Angad’s deep love and intensity 
of affection for him, recounting Angad’s last words and the state of his mind, his 
anguished countenance and sorrowful demeanours, his final parting with him 
(Hanuman) and his painful departure, all of which so deeply moved the Lord and 
affected him so intensely that he lost awareness of himself and became benumbed as 
he heard the narrative, even though a subtle sense of ecstasy filled the Lord’s mind 
because he felt delighted in the reaffirmation of his belief that Angad’s devotion and 
love for him was deep-rooted and abiding, and not something superficial (magana 
bha'& bhagavanta)."]? (Doha no. 19-b) 


[The saintly crow Kaagbhusund, who was narrating this Story to Garud, the king of 
birds, told him—] ‘Oh king of birds (khagesa)! Indeed it is true that Lord Ram's 
heart shows two contradictory virtues which are mysterious enough for anyone to 
comprehend—for on one instance the Lord's emotions (or his heart) can turn as 
strong, rigid and uncompromising as Bajra (which literally is the weapon of Indra, but 
generally applied to anything which is extremely hard and un-malleable—such as 
diamond or rock) (kulisahu cahi kathora ati), and on another occasion it can 
transform into something as soft as a flower (ati Komala kusumahu cahi)°.’ (Doha 
no. 19-c) 


[Note—'Hanuman and Angad were fast friends. When Angad observed how 
Hanuman managed things and got his wishes—to serve Lord Ram—fulfilled, he was 
all praises for the latter. Now Angad must have realized his error; he regretted that he 
didn't do what his friend had done—i.e. to seek permission from their king Sugriv. 
But it was too late now to make amends. 

The two close friends came together to bid each other good-bye. Angad was 
chocked in his throat; his eyes were misty with tears; he was doing his best to 
suppress his sobs; he could barely speak. He took Hanuman's hands in his own, 
pressed them affectionately, looked deep into his friend's eyes, and breathing heavily 
he said a few words over his sobs as follows:- 

“My dearest Pal! Glory be to thee! How lucky art thou indeed! I suffer doubly 
from the pangs of separation—first it is from my beloved Lord Ram, and then it is 
from my beloved friend Hanuman. Today I feel that I am deserted and orphaned, am 
the most cursed of creatures in the Creator's creation. Anyhow, be it may as it is 
because no one can go against the fiat of fate. However, will thou do me a favour? 
Promise me? Just convey to Lord Ram my last obeisance to him; tell him that— 
‘Angad fell down on the ground and imagined that you were standing before him; he 
clasped your feet and wept bitterly. Then he quietly got up, turned, and went his way 
sobbing.’ 

[Angad continued—] My dear Hanuman; later on, whenever you find Lord 
Ram free and alone, quietly remind him of me. You are intelligent, so find an excuse 
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to do so. Perhaps you could start some conversation pertaining to Kishkindha or 
Lanka, and then mention my name innocuously. I am confident that you will observe 
that the Lord would become sad and pensive as he remembers me. Should this 
happen, I will consider myself well-born. Thank you and good-bye. Take care of 
yourself; remain cheerful and happy. Remember: In case you need to come to me, you 
are welcome warmly in Kishkindha, anytime and any day." 


^When Hanuman returned to Lord Ram, he presented a fate accompli to him, i.e. he 
told the Lord that he has been permitted, or rather mandated, by all the Kapis that he 
should stay back to serve the Lord. Now, Lord Ram had no option but to accept 
Hanuman and allow him to stay as long as he wished. Hanuman even told the Lord 
that in case he doubted him, then he could verify his claim from his three brothers 
who had gone to the borders to see-off the Lord's guests from Kishkindha and Lanka, 
and hence were sure to have witnessed his falling at the feet of Sugriv and then all his 
companions unanimously telling him to keep serving the Lord. {Apropos: Chaupai 
line nos. 9-10 that precede Doha no. 19.) 

The twin developments—of Hanuman remaining in the service of Lord Ram, 
and Angad being sent back to Kishkindha—had great diplomatic and political import. 
It meant that both the kingdoms had exchanged ambassadors: Hanuman was Sugriv's 
representative in Ayodhya, and Angad was Lord Ram's in Kishkindha. Remember: 
Lord Ram had adorned Angad with his personal royal robes, ornaments and garland. 
{Apropos: Doha no. 18-b.} This implied that Angad would be the Lord's 
representative in the court of Sugriv. 

Another interesting and pertinent thing to note is this: Lord Ram was too 
happy to keep Hanuman with him because the Lord was well aware of his abilities. 
Hanuman was exceptionally intelligent, wise and prudent in his mind; he was 
astoundingly agile, strong, powerful, bold, valiant and courageous physically; he 
could fly; he could, should the situation so demand, deal with an enemy single- 
handedly, and not only that, he could even lift his entire camp and bring it to 
Ayodhya. 

In the same vein, Angad would be bound to remain loyal to Lord Ram as he 
knew that his life-time safety and security and honour were ensured only till the time 
the Lord had his hand over his head, for his uncle Sugriv, the king of Kishkindha, 
could never be his well-wisher as, first, he was the one who got his father Baali killed, 
and second, he was sure to harbour a secret jealousy for Angad as he saw the latter as 
a contender to the throne of the kingdom by the virtue of Angad being appointed a 
crown prince by Lord Ram. 


*We have noted two opposing natures of Lord Ram which seem to contradict each 
other. First we notice that the Lord acts as if he is of a very stern heart when he 
refuses to yield to Angad's pitiful prayers to allow him to stay in Ayodhya. Then we 
have also noticed how the Lord had been deeply moved and emotionally affected by 
Angad's sadness and distress at not being allowed to do so. Angad's devotion and 
love for Lord Ram was exemplary and deep; no one else in the whole Story of the 
Ramayan has wept so much when he was told that he will have to go away from the 
Lord. Perhaps the only other two characters that can be said to equal Angad in 
exhibiting their emotions for Lord Ram when told of the prospect of their separation 
from the Lord are Laxman and Bharat, the Lord's two brothers. 

When Lord Ram was going to the forest, Laxman had staked his life and said 
that he can't live without the Lord if he is not allowed to accompany him. Similarly, 
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Bharat too was thoroughly devastated on learning that the Lord had gone to the forest. 
He not only sternly abused his own mother Kaikeyi for being an instrument in this 
development, but had refused to accept the crown, had even gone to the forest in an 
effort to bring the Lord back, and finally lived like a recluse for the entire period of 14 
long years that Lord Ram spent in the forest attired as a hermit. 

When we read the Story of the Ramayana we discover that inspite of all the 
most humble and pitiful prayers of Bharat asking Lord Ram to return home from the 
forest, the Lord did not oblige him, like he has not obliged Angad in the present case. 
And like Angad’s case, there were sound reasons why Lord Ram did not oblige 
Bharat, though the reasons were different and the context was different. Like Lord 
Ram explaining all the aspects to Angad when he prevailed upon the latter to return to 
Kishkindha, he had also explained all the many aspects to his brother Bharat when he 
prevailed upon him to return to Ayodhya without him. {Refer: Ram Charit Manas, 
Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 313—to Doha no. 316.} 

To wit, Lord Ram is inherently extremely loving, affectionate, soft-hearted, 
kind, compassionate, merciful, gracious, forgiving, magnanimous, benevolent and 
sweet by nature, but there are situations when he has to hold his ground, because 
being the Supreme Lord of the world, he has to act wisely and with prudence, and not 
driven by crude emotions, for he has to consider many more numbers of factors 
before arriving at a decision, than those who have a limited view of the world and try 
to judge him by his single act. 

To wit, at one time Lord Ram seems to be of a stern heart, and at other times 
extremely affable and loving. ] 


"dio. Uf pared ferar sifer Prater | Shs OT TAT WATT U g Ul 
WE VT AA AA AXLE LAA HA TT I STTHYQ N 2 N 


qe FA HIST Wa GA ATAT | Pal WE UC SITe STAT I Bul 
caupa’. 


puni krpala liyo boli nisada. dinhé bhusana basana prasada. 1. 

jahu bhavana mama sumirana karehü. mana krama bacana dharma 
anusarehu. 2. 

tumha mama sakha bharata sama bhrata. sada rahehu pura avata jata. 3. 


After the guests from Kishkindha and Lanka had left for their respective homes, Lord 
Ram called Nishad (the chief of the boatman community who was also one of the 
Lord’s friends). The Lord gave him ornaments, robes and food items. (1) 


Then Lord Ram said to Nishad, ‘Now please go home and remember me. Live an 
honourable and good life in accordance with the laws of Dharma (righteousness, 
auspiciousness, probity, propriety, and nobility in conduct and thought) by all your 
means, such as by employing your mind, your deeds, as well as your words that 
would help you to comply with such norms. (2) 


My dear, you are my friend as well as a brother like Bharat is'. Keep visiting us as 
and when it is convenient to you’.’ (3) 
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[Note—'This verse can be read in another way as follows: “My dear friend! You are 
like a brother to me in the same way as Bharat is. So don’t hesitate to come here any 
time you wish.” 


^This is very interesting. Nishad lived near the outer fringes of the kingdom of 
Ayodhya, on the banks of river Ganges. Lord Ram had met him and befriended him 
on his way to the forest. {Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line no. 
1 that precedes Doha no. 87—to Doha no. 88.} 

At that time, Nishad had shown warm hospitality to the Lord, and had 
accompanied the Lord all the way to Chitrakoot. {Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya 
Kand, Chaupai line nos. 4-5 that precede Doha no. 142.} 

He had also accompanied Bharat when he was going to meet Lord Ram there. 
{Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, (i) Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha 
no. 193—to Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes Doha no. 195; (ii) Doha no. 237 along 
with Chaupai line nos. 1-8 that precede it; and (iii) Doha no. 241 to cite some of the 
specific verses.) 

To wit, Nishad had, by this time, established a great rapport with the whole 
family of Lord Ram; nay, he was like a family member. Being close to the capital city 
of Ayodhya, he could easily come and go. So Lord Ram invited him to pay frequent 
visits. 

On the other hand, Lord Ram's other friends, from Kishkindha and Lanka, 
lived far away. Sugriv and Vibhishan were both great kings of great kingdoms, and 
normally kings don't pay visits to other kings unless it is absolutely essential; they 
send their ambassadors instead. Hence, it was not practically feasible to expect them 
to pay visits too often to Ayodhya as Nishad could do because he lived nearby, and 
also because he was not a king of any large kingdom but a mere chieftain of the 
boatman community. Therefore, there was not much of a problem in Nishad's 
frequent visits to Ayodhya as compared to Sugriv and Vibhishan.] 


"Ee Gd Sas Fa ANT aS enm AR einer sm uv ui 
HT ert ST AT We Gem | WY TS ufrsrTie HATET 1 & tl 
Tafa ata dha wremdt ar om mete rar Spent ti s t 


bacana sunata upaja sukha bhari. pare'u carana bhari locana bari. 4. 
carana nalina ura dhari grha ava. prabhu subha'u parijananhi sunava. 5. 
raghupati carita dekhi purabasi. puni puni kahahim dhan'ya sukharasi. 6. 


Hearing these pleasant words of Lord Ram, Nishad felt very delighted in his heart. He 
fell down at the feet of the Lord with tears filling his eyes. (4) 


Then, enshrining the Lord's lotus-like feet in his heart, Nishad came back home. He 
narrated all the events to his kith and kin who listened to him very affectionately. (5) 


When the inhabitants of his place (i.e. the members of the boatman community of 
which he was the chief) heard of what Nishad had to narrate, and when they perceived 
the nature of Lord Ram (as being extremely graceful, compassionate, kind, merciful, 
loving and friendly), they repeatedly praised the Lord and affirmed that he is indeed 
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an embodiment of all joy and happiness, someone who grants joy, delight and 
happiness to everyone around him. (6) 


Kk K 2 2K k 


Section 21.2: Adhyatma Ramayan 


Now, in accordance with the format we have been following in our narration, let us 
read this episode—of what happened immediately after Lord Ram’s victory in the 
War of Lanka, and Sita being reunited with him. We shall be reading in this Section 
no. 21.2 about the revival of all the dead monkey warriors, and the Lord’s return 
home to Ayodhya aboard the Puspak Plane along with his friends, the warm welcome 
he was accorded in the city, and his ascension to the throne of the kingdom of 
Ayodhya with all ceremony—as narrated in sage Veda Vyas’ classic ‘Adhyatma 
Ramayan’. 


For this purpose, we shall divide this Section no. 21.2 into the following Sub-sections: 

(1) Sub-section 21.2.1: Adhyatma Ramayan, Lanka/Yudha Kand, Canto 13, 
verse nos. 37-60. 

(ii) Sub-section 21.2.2: Adhyatma Ramayan, Lanka/Yudha Kand, Canto 14, 
verse nos. 1-20, 36-100. 

(iii) Sub-section 21.2.3: Adhyatma Ramayan, Lanka/Yudha Kand, Canto 15, 
verse nos. 1-50, 70-75. 


Now, let us commence our narrative as follows: 


(1) Sub-section 21.2.1: Adhyatma Ramayan, Lanka/Yudha Kand, Canto 
13, verse nos. 37-60: 


WAS ÒR ci eccar gre PAPAA II 3VII 
acpå fedo ASR WoR ufcraror afer | 
oflaelgl AMICI AEA AALS II 3cIl 


rāmo'pi devarajam tam drstva praha krtafijalim it 371 
matkrte nihatan sankhye vanaran patitan bhuvi | 
jivayasu sudhavrstya sahasraksa mamajnaya ıı 3811 


[After Sita was reunited with Lord Ram, he saw that Indra, the king of gods, was 
standing there with the palms of his hands touching each others as a token of showing 
respect to the Lord, and silently asking the Lord to give him a chance to serve him in 
some way (37). 

Lord Sri Ram said to Indra 'Oh the one with a thousand eyes! (2183]I81)! By 


my orders, you must rain Amrit (elixir of life) from the heaven so that all the monkeys 
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and bears who have laid down their lives for my sake and are lying unconscious on 
the ground are brought back to life.' (38). 


[Note—'Indra was cursed by sage Gautam to have his entire body covered by holes, 
resembling chicken pox, because of some mischief he had done with the sage’s wife 
Ahilya. 


“Indra is also the god of rain; so he is asked by the Lord to shower Amrit from the sky 
so that the fallen warriors who had laid down their lives for him are immediately 
revived. | 


AARAA Aol SHARIA MORIO | 

a à acd Hed ud d d gfe sa | 
udagicioll escr 218mrmedarmirmerr: ii 38 
oilfcerar 2reramecr diemeugtorofu | 
forg aerga yftrucengdiga: II voll 


tathetyamrtavrstya tan jivayamasa vanaran | 

ye ye mrta mrdhe purvam te te suptotthita iva | 
pürvavadbalino hrsta ramaparsvamupayayuh ıı 3911 
notthita raksasastatra plyUsasparsanadapi | 
vibhisanastu sastangam pranipatyabravidvacah ıı 4011 


39-40. Hearing this command from Sri Ram, Indra said 'alright' and poured Amrit as 
rain from the sky to revive all the monkeys and bears back to life. 

All the monkey and bear warriors who had either been killed in the battle, or 
were lying wounded and unconscious, were brought back to life as if they had just 
woken up from deep sleep. They were as strong and fresh, and as happy and jubilant 
as they had been prior to the commencement of the war. 

Then they all came to where Sri Ram was (39), but the demons who had fallen 
to the ground on being killed in the war were not revived back inspite of coming in 
contact with the Amrit. About that time, Vibhishan prostrated himself before Lord 
Ram and said prayerfully (40)— 


[Note :- A very interesting thing has happened here. The rain of Amrit fell on both the 
monkeys and the bears, as well as the demons. While the former were brought back to 
life, the latter weren't. Why? Well, the demons died at the hands of Sri Ram, Laxman, 
Angad and Hanuman etc., whereas the monkeys died at the hands of demons Ravana, 
Kumbhakarn, Meghnad etc. Having been slayed by the Lord himself or by his 
devotees, the demons had attained emancipation and salvation for their souls; they 
had crossed the world-like ocean of birth and death. There was no coming back for 
them. From the spiritual point of view, they had attained Moksha. 

In this context, the author of this current Book would submit that the demons 
were more lucky and privileged than the monkeys and bears in this aspect. Even 
Ravana was thousand times luckier than Vibhishan for he had attained oneness with 
the Lord at the time of his physical death when his soul or spirit emerged from his 
gross mortal body to go straight and enter the holy and divine body of Lord Ram who 
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personified the Supreme Being, the cosmic Soul. {Refer: Adhyatma Ramayan, 
Lanka/Yudha Kand, Canto 11, verse nos. 78-82.} 

It is a great privilege and a rare opportunity to die facing the Lord himself or 
his true devotees, thinking of the Lord during the last days and moments of one’s life. 
Ravana was indeed very fortunate and had a powerful soul that forced even the 
Supreme Being to come down from his exalted abode in the heavens right up to his 
doorstep to grant deliverance to him. 

On the other hand, the monkeys and bears could not attain the same destiny of 
emancipation and salvation because they had been killed by the demons. So when 
Amrit rained down on the battle-field, only the monkeys and bears were revived, but 
the demons weren't because the latter had already attained emancipation and 
salvation, and had gone to the heaven from where there is no return. ] 


od aoea ARI arfépetor ad | 
AGIRE cd PS AARAA: I vll 
ICI pet AS oY A areas erat | 
ftuara: 9[cdr yara 290/21: Il Yell 


deva mamanugrhnisva mayi bhaktiryada tava | 
mangalasnanamadya tvam kuru sitasamanvitah ıı 4111 
alankrtya saha bhratra $vo gamisyamahe vayam | 
vibhisanavacah $rutva pratyuvaca raghüttamah ıı 4211 


41-42. 'Oh Lord! You are very benevolent, graceful, kind and munificent towards me. 
Now, I pray to you most respectfully to have a formal bath yourself (to wash and 
refresh yourself) and ask Sita too to have it (41). 

Then tomorrow, you must adorn yourself along with your brother (Laxman) 
with the best of clothes, robes and ornaments that I can offer you. After that, we shall 
all proceed to Ayodhya'. Hearing these kind words of Vibhishan, the best amongst the 
Raghus (Sri Ram) replied (42)— 


APARSIN À arci AAAA | 
ICAC PAER A 9ersoqetna1atfad: I v3ll 
Pei dol ÍdoiT FASORI AA | 


aid: MPa usrergr AANA: i vll 


sukumāro'tibhakto me bharato mamaveksate | 
jatavalkaladhari sa Sabdabrahmasamahitah i 4311 
katham tena vina snanamalankaradikam mama | 
atah sugrivamukhyamstvam püjaya$su visesatah il 4411 


43-44. 'My brother Bharat, who is very gentle and tender at heart, as well as my 
ardent devotee and follower, must be eagerly waiting for me. He has been wearing 
clothes made of bark of the birch tree, and has his hairs matted on the head, all the 


2143 


while engaged in remembering me and chanting my name which he uses as Mantra (a 
divine formula with which to do meditation on the Supreme Being) (43). 

Say, how can I bathe or adorn myself with rich clothes and ornaments without 
first meeting him? Hence, you should show special respect and honour to Sugriv and 
other chief monkeys and bears if you do wish to express your thanks to me (44). 


[Note—Bharat had been remembering Lord Ram and repeating his name as a sort of 
Mantra that a recluse would use during his meditative practices. Refer: Adhyatma 
Ramayan, Ayodhya, Canto 9, verse nos. 70-75.] 


ufsiay Ddiog Ufsidisés of AKI: | 

SCA! AAAY FRARI T II vell 

TAN ASRINO ALND AL A | 

aaao uf3raror EVLA Well AA RIAT II vll 


pūjiteşu kapindresu pūjito'ham na samśayah | 

ityukto raghavenasu svarnaratnambarani ca 11 451 
vavarsa raksasasrestho yathakamam yathāruci | 
tatastan püjitan drstva ramo ratnaisca yüthapan ıı 4611 


45-46. Honour and respect shown to those monkey and bear warriors will be 
equivalent to showing honour and respect to me; there is no doubt about it’. 

When Raghav (Sri Ram) had said so, a lot of gems, jewels, clothes and 
ornaments (45) were liberally given to the monkeys and bears Vibhishan, the 
illustrious member of the demon race, according to their desires, choices and tastes. 

Lord Sri Ram (felt very satisfied and contented) when he saw that the monkey 
and bear warriors, and their chief commanders, were being duly honoured and 
rewarded by liberal gifts in the form of priceless gems, jewels, clothes etc. (and the 
Lord could discern from their facial expression that they too were happy) (46). 


sifsforoel ererrovrret PRRI eStart | 
Raturi yud AMTAA I vll 
SMSAS AA 21]edifóstrenrorset | 


sige forarer déél crooietroit ererf3aoflat II vell 


abhinandya yathanyayam visasarja harisvaran | 
vibhisanasamanitam puspakam süryavarcasam ıı 4711 
aruroha tato ramastadvimanamanuttamam | 

anke nidhaya vaidehim lajjamanam yasasvinim ıı 4811 


47-48. He (Sri Ram) praised the chief commanders of the monkeys and bears by 
showing them all respect and credit that was due to them. He then told them to go 
home, back to Kishkindha. 

Then Vibhishan brought an airplane called Pushpak which was glowing 
brilliantly like the sun (47). 
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He (Sri Ram) boarded that plane which was most excellent in every respect 
(i.e. was the best aerial vehicle available at the time). The Lord was accompanied by 
the celebrated and virtuous Vaidehi (the daughter of king of Videha; i.e. his wife Sita) 
who sat shyly by the side of her husband, Lord Sri Ram, in the plane (48). 


TIZA AS I ADIA AAI | 
sigdicd AMRA: oft: AATRE Il vell 
pfd SRRI a argeró a fA | 
figqeori pa ud sais: HS JO: II Voll 


laksmanena saha bhratra vikrantena dhanusmata | 
abravicca vimanasthah $riramah sarvavanaran i 491 
sugrivam harirajam ca angadam ca vibhisanam | 
mitrakaryam krtam sarvam bhavadbhih saha vanaraih ıı 501 


49-50. The Lord was joined on the plane by his brother Laxman who was an expert in 
the use of the bow, a great archer, most valorous, valiant, brave, courageous and 
strong. 

Once seated on the plane, Sri Ram addressed all the monkeys and bears and 
said (49), 'Oh Sugriv, the king of monkeys, Angad and Vibhishan! All of you, along 
with all other monkeys, have well lived up to the reputation of a good friend, and all 
of you have done your duty as a trusted friend (and I am grateful to all of you) (50). 


HOSA ALM Ad AAS gA | 

apja yferenangl PRP 2rd 2iford»: I 2 0 
IRDA da AFH AA step! faafruur | 

ol cdi aNg 9rcpr: Aog sift SPA: | 211 


anujnata maya sarve yathestam gantumarhatha | 

sugriva pratiyahyasu kiskindham sarvasainikaih i 511 
svarajye vasa lankayam mama bhakto vibhisana | 

na tvam dharsayitum Saktah sendra api divaukasah ıı 5211 


51-52. Now by my orders, all of you must go back to the places you wish to go. 
Sugriv, you should go back to Kishkindha soon with all your soldiers (51). 

Vibhishan, be devoted towards me (and continue to be friendly and faithful to 
me) and stay in your kingdom here at Lanka. 

Now (I bless you that) even Indra or any other Gods would never harm you in 
any way! (52). 


[Note— Why did Lord Ram have to make a special mention of this protection for 
Vibhishan? The Lord feared the nature of the gods; he was apprehensive that after he 
was gone from Lanka, these selfish gods would take turns to torment Vibhishan to 
take revenge for what his brother Ravana had done to these gods. 
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Lord Ram could perceive distinct fear in the countenance of Vibhishan, 
because once he was gone the latter would be all alone, open to revolt or a secret plan 
to take revenge against him from amongst his own countrymen who were loyal to 
Ravana, as well as the gods who would vent all their ire on him to avenge for the 
horrors his brother Ravana had subjected them to earlier. 

So, in order to prevent any such thing happening, the Lord publicly declared 
that Vibhishan has his promise of protection, telling the malicious gods as well as the 
demons to be careful of their actions, telling them effectively: 

“Don’t try your dirty tricks on this friend of mine whom I have granted refuge 
and bond of friendship. Mind all of you; I know your malicious nature more than 
anybody else. So beware. Listen, if I can win this war while fighting it on foot, and 
with no support from any well-trained army except the monkey and bear friends of 
mine, who themselves fought with primitive weapons, think what would be your fate 
when the mighty and valorous army of the kingdom of Ayodhya comes to intercede in 
favour of my friend Vibhishan. So please keep your hands off him!”’] 


seller sodfereeoriat 2roremoft fücqatar | 
RAP AAV AoA ASIA: I1 9311 
dd: YPAC: Ad 21812121 AT: | 

ae Vodice AS VATA II YY II 


ayodhyam gantumicchami rajadhanim piturmama | 
evamuktastu ramena vanaraste mahabalah ii 531 

ücuh prafijalayah sarve raksasasca vibhisanah | 
ayodhyam gantumicchamastvaya saha raghüttama ıı 5411 


53-54. Now, I want to proceed to the capital of my father at Ayodhya'. 

When Sri Ram had said so, all those brave monkey warriors (53), and the 
demon king Vibhishan, said in unison as each of them brought together his hands and 
joined the palms: 'Oh the most exalted of the Raghus (Sri Ram)! All of us want to 
accompany you to Ayodhya (and as this is our prayerful request, so please grant it to 
us if you really call us your friends) (54). 


exa raah g PRANE T | 
UAGA PAR ofé or: Y Il ll 
WAM gha ao: afo: | 

YUP ASAA SARE 3199181 II £11 


drstva tvamabhisiktam tu kausalyamabhivadya ca | 
pascadvrnimahe rajyamanujnam dehi nah prabho ıı 5511 
ramastatheti sugriva vanaraih savibhisanah | 

puspakam sahanimamsca Sighramaroha sampratam ıı 5611 
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55-56. Oh Lord! We shall first see you crowned on the throne of Ayodhya as a great 
King, pay our obeisance and respects to mother Kaushalya, and only thereafter shall 
accept our own kingdoms. So please permit us to accompany you' (55). 

Then Sri Ram said, ‘Alright. Sugriv, get aboard this plane quickly with your 
monkeys. Vibhishan and Hanuman too should come aboard.' (56). 


added euo fooi Yofla: 218 Aor | 
AUA arena: Ad ASHEGAA I Vl 
AA GY Ady DN RARI | 
LAARA UI [ASA II c]! 
dail dot IAA &tTCbor ARAA | 
YELU AGI AAAA Sama: II Veil 


tatastu puspakam divyam sugrivah saha senaya | 
vibhisana$ca samatyah sarve caruruhurdrutam ıı 5711 
tesvarudhesu sarvesu kauberam paramasanam | 
raghavenabhyanujfiatamutpapata vihayasa ıı 581 
babhau tena vimanena hamsayuktena bhasvata | 
prahrstasca tada ramascaturmukha ivaparah ii 5911 


57-59. On getting his permission, Sugriv along with the chief commanders of his 
army!, and Vibhishan with his ministers, hastily boarded the magnificent Pushpak 
plane (57). 

When all of them had boarded that plane belonging to Kuber, it became air- 
borne on the instructions of Raghav (Sri Ram) (58). 

Sri Ram was most exhilarated; he felt happy and contented as he flew towards 
his native city on that elegant and majestic plane. The Lord, at that time, resembled 
the 4-headed Lord Brahma, the creator, flying away majestically on his Swan? (59). 


[Note—'A very important observation is to be made here. Only the name of Sugriv is 
mentioned here, but Tulsidas has clearly listed other names as well—viz. Angad, 
Nala, Neela, Hanuman and Jamvant (the chief of the bears). (Refer: Ram Charit 
Manas, Lanka Kand, Doha no. 118-b.} 

Why is it so? Well, the answer is this: Sugriv was the king of the monkey race, 
and all others were his subordinates. So when Sugriv has been named, it was deemed 
that all who were his senior ministers and commanders too had joined him in boarding 
the plane. 


?The mount of Lord Brahma is a divine Swan. By invoking this imagery, the wise 
sage Veda Vyas wishes to convey the basic idea about the beauty and grandeur of the 
Pushpak plane: like a swan, which is considered the most beautiful of birds, this plane 
too was one of the most magnificent aerial vehicle in existence at that time.] 


ddl qii arwrasdded pR ARIAT | 
UAT oilari fora quo 2flararitdor Agoa Il £oll 
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sfct ASRR SHAS AAAS EPS 
GIGS: Bek: |I 2311 


tato babhau bhaskarabimbatulyam kuberayanam tapasanulabdham | 
ramena Sobham nitaram prapede sitasametena sahanujena ıı 6011 


iti Srimadadhyatmaramayane umamahesvarasamvade yuddhakande 
trayodasah sargah ıı 131 


60. At that time, the plane—which was acquired by Kuber after doing severe 
austerities and penances—imitated/mimicked the sun (i.e. it looked like or resembled 
a splendorous and dazzling image of the sun itself); it appeared all the more elegant, 
glamorous, stupendous and magnificent with Lord Sri Ram, Sita and Laxman sitting 
in it (60). 


Thus ends Canto 13 of Adhyatma Ramayan that describes the discourse that Lord 
Shiva gave for the benefit of goddess Uma, his divine consort. 


(ii) Sub-section 21.2.2: Adhyatma Ramayan, Lanka/Yudha Kand, Canto 
14, verse nos. 1-20, 36-100: 


IIcrcráor: Ao: I 

ofiararód zara | 

urakra aaue: Adal Worssot: | 
argdiosifercfi sitar zai: erfórforamororet Ii 21i 
foyaoeforeaare[zerr UA CIS HI ASIST | 
Vel Wiad uer ARIDA DTA II Lll 


ucaturdaśah sargah ıı 

Srimahadeva uvāca | 

patayitva tata$caksuh sarvato raghunandanah | 
abravinmaithilim sitam ramah Sasinibhananam ıı 111 
trikütaSikharagrastham pa$ya lankam mahaprabham | 
etam ranabhuvam pa$ya mamsakardamapankilam ıı 211 


1-2. Lord Shiva said—'Oh Parvati! Glancing around from the air, Raghunandan (Sri 
Ram) said to the princes of Mithila, the moon-faced Sita (1), 'Oh dear! Look at this 
glorious and famed city of Lanka which is established on the summit of mount 
Trikoot. And look here at the battle-field which is rendered into a thick pasty slush of 
flesh and blood (of those killed or wounded in the war) (2). 
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SRR CASIAN Geet AE | 
aig À fore: AA MATN 21812132: 1I 3I 
cpasraiegforospioer: ard ar RIA: | 
WY Adel sig: Aly AACN II vil 


asuranam plavanganamatra vaisasanam mahat | 
atra me nihatah Sete ravano raksasesvarah ıı 31 
kumbhakarnendrajinmukhyah sarve catra nipatitah | 
esa seturmaya baddhah sagare salilasaye i 411 


3-4. Here, there has been a frighteningly horrifying massacre of demons and 
monkeys. It was here that the king of demons Ravana fell dead at my hands (3). 

And it was here that Kumbhakarn, Indrjeet (Ravana’s son Meghanad) and 
other great demon warriors were killed. 

Look down there; this is the bridge that I got constructed over the vast ocean 
that is full to the brim with water. 

[It is not an ordinary calm body of water as it seems from high up here in the 
sky, but the ocean we faced on the ground roared and heaved violently, it splashed, 
swirled and whirled so wildly that it would have sent those with meeker hearts 
cowering for cover. We braved its ferocity and violence first at the time when the 
bridge was being built across it, and then again at the time when we actually crossed 


it] (4) 


ded Cod clef BRI ABIHO: | 
3igsrotrférfcr wand qdeirasror a uforaer I VII 
udrcufddq RA Gelolrcurarmest | 

I Usa Sal arr MA: YARA: I SII 


etacca drsyate tirtham sagarasya mahatmanah | 
setubandhamiti khyatam trailokyena ca pujitam I 511 
etatpavitram paramam darsanatpatakapaham | 

atra rame$varo devo maya sambhuh pratisthitah 11 6n 


5-6. Look, this famous pilgrim sight called ‘Setubandh’ (literally the spot where the 
ocean was stopped, bound or tamed; here meaning the place where the construction of 
the bridge was commenced). It is to be revered and worshipped by all in the three 
divisions of the world! (5). 

It is a very holy and divine place, and it has the mystical potential to destroy 
all the sins and evils of those who come for pilgrimage here. I have established 
(consecrated) Lord Shiva here in the form of Rameshwar Mahadev? (6). 


[Note—'The three divisions of the world mean the heaven, the earth, and the nether 
world. 


?The word “ramesvaro devo" means the “Lord of Ram"; “the Lord whom Ram 
worships”. It also means “The Lord who worships Ram". It refers to Lord Shiva. The 
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consecrated image of Shiva that Lord Ram established there is in the form of a ‘Shiva 
Lingam’, the universal icon of Shiva. ] 


3iq Al SRU urat aifogfarer forestier: | 

eur Beflaorerst fépfécooerr fagaro II wil 
AJ AASR ARRA safer: | 
SIORIARI Yofla: 2flarer: fuerim II cil 


atra mam Saranam prapto mantribhisca vibhisanah | 
esa sugrivanagari kiskindha citrakanana ıı 7II 

tatra ramajfiaya tarapramukha hariyositah 1 
anayamasa sugrivah sitayah priyakamyaya ıı 811 


7-8. This is the place where Vibhishan had come with his ministers to seek refuge 
with me. 

And look, that marvellous place down there is called Kishkindha; it consists of 
beautiful gardens and mini forests, and it is the capital of Sugriv (the king of the 
monkey race)' (7). 

On reaching Kishkindha, on the instructions of Sri Ram, Sugriv brought his 
women-folk, led by Tara (the widow of his brother Baali), to meet Sita; this meeting 
made Sita feel very happy! (8). 


[Note—'This shows that the Pushpak plane had come down to stop for a while at 
Kishkindha before proceeding further on its journey towards Ayodhya. It is in stark 
contrast with Tulsidas’ version in ‘Ram Charit Manas’ where the plane had made no 
stop-over at Kishkindha. 

Lord Ram made this a way of courtesy call so that his wife Sita could meet the 
ladies of his friend Sugriv's household. Since the Lord has openly declared his 
friendship with Sugriv, it is quite normal that he would want his wife to meet and get 
acquainted with her counterparts in the family of her husband's friend.] 


ane: aaee oft feror User area: | 

Ure MEP Use Ace A Se: I ell 
QUI Paad oA WSR Ud A Sal: | 
sPRRRA AFIRI URNAS I II loll 


tabhih sahotthitam śīghram vimanam preksya raghavah | 
praha cadrimrsyamükam pasya valyatra me hatah ıı 911 
esa paficavati nama raksasa yatra me hatah | 
agastyasya sutiksnasya pa$ya$ramapade subhe ıı 1011 


9-10. After this brief stop-over, the plane became air-borne once again. Then Lord 
Ram resumed his narrative, pointing out to Sita the important places that he had 
visited and even stayed for a while during his journey to Lanka. The Lord told Sita: 
"This is the Rishymook mountain where I had slayed Baali! (9). 
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Here, this is Panchvati where I had killed the demons (Khar, Dushan and 
others)”. There, down there, are the most pure, auspicious and venerable hermitages of 
sages Agastya and Sutikshan’ (10). 


[Note—'Refer: Adhyatma Ramayan, Kishkindha Kand, Canto 2, verse nos. 1-70. 
?Refer: Adhyatma Ramayan, Aranya Kand, Canto 5, verse nos. 32-35. 


'Refer: Adhyatma Ramayan, Aranya Kand, (i) Canto 2, verse nos. 25-41 (sage 
Sutikshan); and (ii) Canto 3, verse nos. 2-16.] 


Ud A Aa: Ad zero afto | 
3Ril 9lcra2t Sia AIPE: YIAN II 9 QUI 
aI ai bella: qaraefergerere: | 


ala WA EIA AHAT II 921 


ete te tapasah sarve drsyante varavarnini | 

asau Sailavaro devi citrakütah prakasate i 111 

atra mam kaikayiputrah prasadayitumagatah | 
bharadvajasramam pasya dr$yate yamunatate 1! 1211 


11-12. Oh charming lady with a beautiful form (i.e. Sita)! Look, those are the 
different hermits and ascetics that are visible everywhere, and oh goddess, this is 
Chitrakoot which is the best among the hills' (11). 

It is here that Kaikeyi's son (Bharat) had come to plead with me (to go back to 
Ayodhya)’. 

Look down there; it is the hermitage of sage Bharadwaj’ visible on the banks 
of river Yamuna (12). 


[Note—'Refer: Adhyatma Ramayan, Ayodhya Kand, Canto 6, verse nos. 89-92 (Lord 
Ram started living in a thatched hut in Chitrakoot). 


Refer: Adhyatma Ramayan, Ayodhya Kand, Canto 8, verse nos. 60-66 (Bharat’s 
arrival at Chitrakoot). 


?Refer: Adhyatma Ramayan, Ayodhya Kand, Canto 6, verse nos. 28-33 (arrival of 
Lord Ram in sage Bharadwaj's hermitage).] 


vur afeh agen Zod cira»urqoft | 

uu AI coud Aid Rao i 9311 
QUI Al £ovIcisenleetr quii HB AAO | 
Ud PAU AÀ SrzerTor[et SR: I1 9 vil 


esa bhagirathi ganga drsyate lokapavani | 
esa sa dr$yate site sarayUyUpamalini i 131 
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esa sā dr$yate'yodhya pranamam kuru bhamini | 
evam kramena samprapto bharadvajasramam harih i1 141 


13-14. The river Ganges—which is the purifier of the three divisions of the world'— 
is visible there. And, oh Sita, there we can see Saryu which has pillars placed in it 
during the various fire sacrifices (done by the great kings of Raghu's race) (13). 

Oh graceful lady! Look, there is Ayodhya visible from here. Bow before it to 
show respect to the revered city.' 

In this way, having reached the periphery of the city, Sri Ram (Hari) then 
turned the plane back and reached the hermitage of sage Bharadwaj” (14). 


[Note—'The three divisions of the world are: heaven, earth and the nether world. 


*Lord Ram wished to make sure that he reached Ayodhya punctually, just before the 
14 years marked for his living in the forest expired. Now as it turned out, he still had 
some time in his hands, and so he decided to use the extra time judiciously by paying 
a courtesy visit to sage Bharadwaj who lived in Prayag, a pilgrim city not very far 
away from Ayodhya. Travelling by air, it was possible to go to Prayag and return to 
Ayodhya within a short span of time. Hence, the Lord decided to pay his respects to 
sage Bharadwaj before actually landing in Ayodhya.] 


yif agóst av PaRi Wooo: | 

SI: croi Hfoi EVA qdoo AO: uar: I 961! 
uges Aforsieilot fdorstor VATA: | 

MÀN praga: PARA AEI: Il LEI 


pürne caturdaśe varse paficamyam raghunandanah | 
bharadvajam munim drstva vavande sanujah prabhuh it 1511 
papraccha munimasinam vinayena raghüttamah | 

$rnosi kaccidbharatah kusalyaste sahanujah ıı 1611 


15-16. At the end of 14 years, on the 5th day of the new lunar fortnight (purne 
caturda$e varse paficamyam)', Raghunandan (Sri Ram) met sage Bharadwaj and 
bowed before him with his younger brother (Laxman) (15). 

Then the most exalted of the Raghus (Sri Ram) said to the sage, with great 
respect and most politely, 'Oh sage! Do you have any news; is Bharat well with his 
younger brother (Shatrughan)?? (16). 


[Note— From this verse we can infer that the day Lord Ram went to the forest— 
which was exactly 14 years ago—was also the 5th day of the new lunar fortnight. 


?This explains why the Lord decided to turn the plane and go back to meet sage 
Bharadwaj—he wished to ascertain that everything was okay in Ayodhya before 
actually going there. Should there be any bad news, such as some hint of a conspiracy 
or political coup being planned against him by Bharat or someone else, the Lord 
would quietly go to live somewhere else. Sage Bharadwaj was sure to tell him the 
truth about the ground realities in Ayodhya and Bharat's attitude. The Lord wished to 
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avoid an unsavoury situation that would be embarrassing for him in front of his 
foreign guests. | 


afsien adasen oftafoa a fà amas: | 
Y WA Ado sere: eef: || lW 
YE 21d PAAA saz ASO: | 
DAACPAERI oicccdcremo: i cil 


subhiksa vartate'yodhya jivanti ca hi matarah | 

$rutva ramasya vacanam bharadvajah prahrstadhih i1 1711 
praha sarve ku$alino bharatastu mahamanah | 
phalamulakrtaharo jatavalkaladharakah ıı 1811 


17-18. Is everything fine and in order in Ayodhya? Are our mothers all alive now?’ 
Hearing these words of Lord Sri Ram seeking information about the welfare of his 
beloved city and well-being of his kith and kin, sage Bharadwaj replied cheerfully 
(17), 'Everything is fine at your place. Bharat, who is a thorough gentleman and noble 
in heart, has sustained himself and survived these long years by eating fruits and 
edible roots (like you had done in the forest), wears a crown of matted hairs on his 
head, and wraps his body by clothes made from the bark of the birch tree! (18). 


[Note— Refer: Adhyatma Ramayan, Ayodhya Kand, Canto 9, verse nos. 70-73.] 


UGO Boel ol Use cai AAST | 
welch Ca Dal GUS WoloGa II ? ell 
ARI fdorrei a 2frarezumudaoet | 

ad Sid Hell WA ARI À YRS: II oll 


paduke sakalam nyasya rajyam tvam supratiksate | 
yadyatkrtam tvaya karma dandake raghunandana ıı 1911 
raksasanam vina$am ca sitaharanapürvakam | 

sarvam jnatam maya rama tapasa te prasadatah ıı 2011 


19-20. He has put the burden of the day to day administration of the kingdom on your 
sandals (which he has respectfully consecrated as the virtual ruler of Ayodhya during 
the period of your physical absence), and himself he is waiting eagerly and anxiously 
for your auspicious and most welcome arrival. 

Oh Raghunandan (Sri Ram)! All the deeds that you had done in the 
Dandkaranya forest (such as the slaying of demons, meeting with sages and providing 
them with fearlessness and liberation from this mundane world), as well as the way 
you have killed the great demons after Sita was abducted (this refers to the epic war at 
Lanka)—I have come to know all about it with the powers that I have acquired by 
doing austerities, penances and spiritual practices, but these powers that I possess are 
due to your grace (19-20). 
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urelerrfar ororoorrer ula PS st eret | 

[3ercqrer gaca Ade: eal ARI udo Il 3211 
adf araratsferocdf3eroorr[ar SAA | 

wor: uforazcor zflaeir creator T Ii 3011 


prarthayami jagannatha pavitram kuru me grham | 
sthitvadya bhuktva sabalah $vo gamisyasi pattanam ıı 3611 
tatheti raghavo'tisthattasminnasrama uttame | 

sasainyah pujitastena sitaya laksmanena ca II 371 


36-37. Oh the Lord of the world (jagannatha)! It is my prayer and an earnest request 
that you make a stopover here (in my hermitage) with your army (i.e. the large 
number of your warrior friends you have come with you from Lanka), have your 
meals here, and in this manner purify my hermitage (by giving me the chance to serve 
you and your friends). Then (after a night’s halt here, you can proceed ahead and go 
to your capital tomorrow (morning) (36). 

Then Raghav (Sri Ram) replied ‘alright sage, let it be as you wish’, and 
accepted his invitation. Lord Sri Ram made a night’s halt in sage Bharadwaj’s 
hermitage, which was an excellent one, along with his army (warrior friends from 
Lanka and Kishkindha), Sita and Laxman after he was formally welcomed, honoured 
and worshipped by the sage! (37). 


[Note—'Sage Bharadwaj had some excellent mystical powers in his possession, 
whereby he could lavishly entertain and provide the best of food, refreshments and 
lodging even for a large army. This ability of his is clearly on display when he had 
entertained Bharat while he was going to Chitrakoot in an effort to make 
reconciliation with Lord Ram and prevail upon him to return to Ayodhya. This 
marvelous magical feat has been described in (a) Adhyatma Ramayan, Ayodhya 
Kand, Canto 8, verse nos. 54-58; and (b) Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Doha 
no. 212—to Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 215.] 


ddl araif21odiferear grid gre ater | 
SA src Sols eraaAeHeen gf Aca: Ii Sci 
soiis paci pfas orafeiifoc» | 
MSA srcd GTS ÍA YS AA II 391 


tato rāmaścintayitvā muhūrtam prāha mārutim ı 

ito gaccha hanumamstvamayodhyam prati satvarah ıı 3811 
janihi kuśalī kaccijjano nrpatimandire | 

Srngaverapuram gatva brühi mitram guham mama ıı 39II 


38-39. Sri Ram thought for a Muhurt (i.e. he pondered over the matter of *what to do 
next' for a short while; precisely 48 minutes, but in practice it means for roughly 
three-quarters of an hour) and then said to Maruti (son of the wind god), 'Oh 
Hanuman! Listen; from here you first go straight to Ayodhya (38). Find out if 
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everything is in order in the royal household. Then proceed to Sringverpur and talk 
with my friend Guha (the head of the boatman community) (39). 


adiasa A fordcer | 
olfoco]Isi cidit 9Icdr HR Id AA II voll 
EA qfà Hseiza Ald: PAC AA | 
Aae Aaa denise II v ? Il 


janakilaksmanopetamagatam mam nivedaya | 
nandigramam tato gatva bhrataram bharatam mama ıı 4011 
drstva brühi sabharyasya sabhratuh ku$alam mama I 
sitapaharanadini ravanasya vadhadikam i 4111 


40-41. Inform him (Guha) about my arrival along with Janki (Sita) and Laxman. 

After that, go to Nandigram and meet my brother Bharat (40). 

Tell him about my well-being along with that of my wife and brother. Brief 
him about all the events from the abduction of Sita right up to the slaying of Ravana 
and her liberation. [Mention also that after victory in the war of Lanka, I had boarded 
a plane along with Sita and Laxman that is bringing us home. Tell him also that my 
friends who had helped me in winning this ferocious war, the friendly demons of 
Lanka headed by Vibhishan, and the monkey and bears of Kishkindha lead by Sugriv, 
are also accompanying me on the Pushpak plane which is bringing me back to 
Ayodhya. Tell him that currently I am spending the night at sage Bharadwaj’s 
hermitage, shell meet Guha tomorrow, and then head straight to Ayodhya.]' (41). 


[Note—'After everyone retired for the day and went to rest, Lord Ram sat alone to 
plan for what to do next. This is why it is said that “the Lord pondered over the matter 
for a Muhurt” in verse nos. 38-39 herein above. 

He decided to inform Bharat in advance about his arrival. The Lord wished to 
ascertain whether his arrival in Ayodhya was welcome or not; he wished to know how 
Bharat took this news. Though Lord Ram was confident of Bharat’s integrity and 
good nature, yet the lure of kinghood of a prosperous kingdom may have corrupted 
Bharat’s mind during the long period of Lord’s absence when he was the de-facto 
ruler of the kingdom. So, Lord Ram wanted to be certain. 

He knew that Hanuman was exceptionally intelligent and skilled in such 
matters as were at hand; he would immediately pick up the subtlest signs of any 
adverse reaction from Bharat to the news of the Lord’s arrival, and then convey it 
faithfully and honestly to the Lord, without distorting facts, thereby enabling him to 
decide the next course of action. If it turned out that he was not welcomed, then the 
Lord decided to quietly go away to some other place and live there for the rest of his 
life, sparing Bharat the embarrassment of having to rely on some kind of dirty scheme 
to grab the crown of Ayodhya if he intends to actually do it. In case it is not so—and 
the Lord sincerely did hope that his apprehensions are proved wrong, thanks God— 
then an advance information would give Bharat ample time to make preparations to 
welcome the Lord and his party in a proper way. 

Lord Ram wanted to inform Bharat of his arrival by plane also because it was 
a most unexpected and a dramatic way to return home from the forest for the Lord. He 
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had gone on foot, and no one could expect a sudden arrival by the path of the sky, 
aboard a magnificent plane. It would be such a sight that no one would believe it to be 
true, thinking it to be some kind of delusion created by some magician to mislead the 
citizens of Ayodhya. Advance information would therefore alert Bharat, who would 
not then be caught unawares and think that some enemy has come to attack him and 
the kingdom from the air. There were good chances of this misjudgment actually 
happening, because the Lord was accompanied by a large number of strangers from 
Lanka and Kishkindha, with whom none in Ayodhya was acquainted. This wrong 
perception may precipitate into a battle, if by some mischance Bharat should think it 
was an alien invasion, and it would create a hilarious situation which might spin 
quickly out of control.] 


qfà capitur A afta: ad ag Acak | 
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bruhi kramena me bhratuh sarvam tatra vicestitam | 
hatva Satruganan sarvan sabharyah sahalaksmanah ıı 4211 
upayati samrddharthah saha rksaharisvaraih | 

ityuktva tatra vrttantam bharatasya vicestitam ii 4311 
sarvam jfiatva punah Sighramagaccha mama sannidhim | 
tatheti hanumamstatra manusam vapurasthitah 1 441 
nandigramam yayau türnam vayuvegena marutih | 
garutmaniva vegena jighrksan bhujagottamam ıı 4511 


42-45. Tell my brother (Bharat) everything in a chronological order, and tell him that 
having successfully killed (or having vanquished) all his enemies, Sri Ram is coming 
here with his wife (Sita), Laxman, bears and monkeys. Tell him all this and find out 
his response. [To wit, observe how these bits of information are received by him, 
which will help you to understand his inner feelings and attitude. Carefully observe 
his face and body language for some subtle hint, both negative and positive ones. In 
brief, you have to judge whether or not we should go to Ayodhya. | 

After that, come back to me here as soon as you can’. 

Then Hanuman said ‘alright Lord', and assumed a human form (42-44). 

He proceeded to Nandigram with the speed of wind (i.e. he went there 
swiftly). At that time, Maruti (Hanuman) resembled Garuda (the Eagle—the mount of 
Vishnu) who was swooping down from the sky to catch hold of a snake. [To wit, 
Hanuman flew with great speed and stealth to reach Nandigram where Bharat dwelt. 
Once there, he descended very quickly and approached the hermitage of Bharat.] (45). 
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[Note—Hanuman had assumed a human form, most probably of a Brahmin, when he 
went to meet Bharat. Remember: At that time Lord Ram was in Prayag, which was 
situated at a distance from Ayodhya, and it was night time. Hanuman had to go to 
Sringverpur to meet Guha first, and then proceed to Nandigram to meet Bharat. He 
had then to return to Prayag to report to Lord Ram before day break. It is not possible 
for a human being to walk this distance in such a short span of time; but Hanuman 
accomplished this miraculous feat. 

How did he do it? Because he knew how to fly, being the ‘son of the wind 
god’. So, Hanuman used this skill to fly like the wind, that he had inherited from his 
father, the wind god, to reach his two destinations, first Sringverpur to meet Guha, 
and then to Ayodhya to meet Bharat, by the aerial route like a bird would fly. Once he 
reached there, he descended on the ground and assumed a human form to meet Guha 
and Bharat respectively. ] 


MSA YI SARL ASCE: | 

Sac AER Adel YEtCollorRicaoll |l ¥EII 
Wal GRAS: offarror Ba À 218 Ala | 
AASR etica At PAARA i vul 
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Srngaverapuram prapya guhamasadya marutih | 

uvaca madhuram vakyam prahrstenantaratmana ıı 4611 
ramo dasarathih $riman sakha te saha sitaya | 
salaksmanastvam dharmatma ksemi kusalamabravit ii 4711 
anujfiato'dya munina bharadvajena raghavah | 

agamisyati tam devam draksyasi tvam raghüttamam ıı 481 


46-48. When he reached Sringverpur, Maruti (Hanuman) went to Guha and said most 
cheerfully, in a friendly manner and a sweet voice (46), 'Your friend Sri Ram—who is 
most righteous and noble, one who protects and takes care of all, and who is a son of 
king Dasrath—has conveyed to you about his own well-being, as well as that of his 
wife Sita and brother Laxman (47). 

Today Raghav (Sri Ram) will take permission from sage Bharadwaj and come 
here to meet you. Then you shall have the privilege to have a Darshan (august sight; 
divine viewing) of the most exalted of the Raghus.' (48). 


VAJCA HSI: AECL | 
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evamuktva mahatejah samprahrstatanuruham | 
utpapata mahavego vayuvegena marutih ii 4911 
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so'pasyadramatirtham ca sarayüm ca mahanadim | 
tamatikramya hanumannandigramam yayau muda ıı 5011 


49-50. Having said this to Guha, who was very thrilled to hear this pleasant and 
exhilarating news, the most glorious Maruti (Hanuman) proceeded ahead, flying in 
the sky with the speed of wind! (49). 

After some time, he sighted ‘Ram Tirtha’ (literally, a pilgrim site associated 
with Sri Ram; here it means the holy city of Ayodhya), and the great river Saryu (that 
flanked it on the northern side). He crossed them and proceeded straight to Nandigram 
with a most cheerful mind (50). 


[Note—'Hanuman did not waste any time with Guha; after informing him of Lord 
Ram's arrival, he immediately departed from there and headed straight to Ayodhya. 
From the air he could see the river Saryu; he crossed it and headed to a village called 
Nandigram on the outskirts of the city of Ayodhya where Bharat had his hermitage.] 
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kroSamatre tvayodhyayascirakrsnajinambaram | 

dadarsa bharatam dinam krsamasramavasinam ıı 5111 
malapankavidigdhangam jatilam valkalambaram | 
phalamulakrtaharam ramacintaparayanam ıı 5211 

paduke te puraskrtya Sasayantam vasundharam | 
mantribhih pauramukhyai$ca kasayambaradharibhih 11 531 
vrtadeham murtimantam saksaddharmamiva sthitam | 
uvaca pranjalirvakyam hanümanmarutatmajah ıı 541 


51-54. At a distance of approximately 1 Kosa from Ayodhya (which means roughly 
at a distance of 2 miles from the limits of the city), he saw Bharat attired in clothes 
made from bark of the birch tree, and wearing a dark deer skin. He was very 
distressed, miserable, lean and emaciated while living a life of a recluse in that 
hermitage (at Nandigram) (51). 

He had smeared ash on his body, had matted hairs on his head, wore clothes 
made of bark of trees, ate (and survived on) fruits and edible roots, and was constantly 
thinking of Sri Ram (52). 

He kept the two sandals (of Sri Ram, that he had brought with him from 
Chitrakoot) in the front (as a token of the Lord’s physical presence), and worshipped 
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it most reverentially and with great honour. In this way, he ruled over the land on 
behalf of Lord Ram. 

[To wit, Bharat presided over the functioning and day to day administration of 
the kingdom on behalf of Lord Sri Ram, but only as a caretaker and not as the de- 
facto king. Placing Sri Ram's footwear on the throne was a symbolic gesture to tell 
everyone that the Lord was the real King of Ayodhya, and Bharat was merely a 
caretaker who governs the kingdom on behalf of the King who has gone out on some 
mission, but will soon return. | 

He was surrounded by ministers wearing orange clothes, and also by other 
chief citizens of the city (53). 

Bharat appeared to be a personified form of Dharma (principles of 
righteousness, probity, propriety, ethics and morality; of noble and virtuous conduct). 
Seeing him in this state, the son of the wind god, Hanuman, stood before Bharat with 
the palms of his hands touching each other as a sign of offering his obeisance to 
Bharat. Hanuman spoke reverentially as follows (54)— 


[Note—The above description of Bharat shows that he had led a very simple, austere 
and humble life like that of a hermit and a recluse living in the forest. It was to the 
eternal credit of Bharat that he lived a life of penance and austerity inspite of being 
the ruler of a kingdom renowned for its prosperity and wealth. Had Bharat wanted, he 
could have lived a life of comfort and pleasure without committing anything wrong in 
doing so, but no, he was a different sort of man, and the ‘life of austerity and penance 
that he led inspite of being eligible for all kingly comforts and pleasures’ is what set 
him apart from others, making him so famous, so honourable, so glorious, so 
praiseworthy and so immortal in the annals of history. Bharat became a legend, a hero 
who exemplified remarkable good virtues and most excellent characters that are so 
much lauded and applauded in folklore. ] 
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yam tvam cintayase ramam tapasam dandake sthitam | 
anusocasi kakutsthah sa tvam kusalamabravit i| 5511 
priyamakhyami te deva Sokam tyaja sudarunam | 
asminmuhürte bhratra tvam ramena saha sangatah ıı 5611 
samare ravanam hatva ramah sitamavapya ca I 

upayati samrddharthah sasitah sahalaksmanah 11 5711 


55-57. (Hanuman said to Bharat—) 'Sri Ram, whose image as a hermit residing in the 
Dandkaranya forest, is being constantly remembered by you, for whom you have 
suffered so much hardship, mental agonies, regret, contrition and remorse, and who is 
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a son in the illustrious family of Kukustha, has sent the word of his welfare and well- 
being to you (55). 

Oh Lord, leave this greatly contrite, sorrowful and remorseful mood of yours. 
I shall tell you very pleasing news. You shall meet your beloved brother Sri Ram 
during this Muhurt itself (1.e. within a short span of time; within the next few hours, 
before the number of the day changes in the calendar) (56). 

Listen carefully. Lord Sri Ram has killed Ravana in the war of Lanka; he has 
retrieved Sita from the clutches of Ravana, and being successful in his endeavours (of 
fulfilling the words of his father to stay in exile in the forest for 14 years), the Lord is 
coming back home with Sita and Laxman.' (57). 
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evamukto mahateja bharato harsamürcchitah | 
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alingya bharatah sighram marutim priyavadinam | 
anandajairasrujalaih siseca bharatah kapim 11 591 


58-59. When he (Hanuman) had said so, the most glorious and radiant Bharat, who 
was the dear son of Kaikeyi, became so ecstatic and overcome with joy that he 
became unconscious with excess of happiness, and fell to the ground (58). 

When Bharat had recovered himself, he stood up and embraced Maruti 
(Hanuman) who had said these most pleasing and endearing words to him, and 
drenched the latter with tears of delight and extreme joy (59). 
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devo va manuso va tvamanukrosadihagatah | 
priyakhyanasya te saumya dadami bruvatah priyam ıı 601 
gavam Satasahasram ca gramanam ca $atam varam | 
sarvabharanasampanna mugdhah kanyastu sodasa ıı 6111 


60-61. (Bharat said—) 'Are you some god or some extraordinary man who has shown 
his grace upon me by coming here with this excellent news that I had so long been 
eager to hear? Oh the polite, courteous, sober and pleasant soul (saumya)! In return 
for the most welcome, most endearing and the most pleasing news which you have 
conveyed to me (60), I am giving you (i.e. gifting you as a reward) one lakh cows 
(gavam Satasahasram), one-hundred good villages (gramanam ca Satam varam), 
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and sixteen beautiful maidens fully decorated with all possible ornaments 
(sarvabharanasampanna mugdhah kanyastu sodasa).' (61). 
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evamuktva punah praha bharato marutatmajam | 
bahunimani varsani gatasya sumahadvanam ıı 6211 
$rnomyaham pritikaram mama nathasya kirtanam | 
kalyani bata gatheyam laukiki pratibhati me ii 6311 
eti jivantamanando naram varsasatadapi | 
raghavasya harinam ca kathamasitsamagamah 11 6411 


62-64. Saying this, Bharat paused for a moment and once again said to the son of the 
wind-god (Hanuman), 'After so many long years since he (Lord Sri Ram) had gone to 
the formidable and wild forest (62), I have at last heard the good news of my dearest 
Lord whom I have been constantly remembering for all this long. Today it appears 
that the popular adage providing hope and light to those in despair, to those who are 
hapless and helpless (63), that *if one stays alive, then there are chances that one 
might get happiness some day, even if it may be in a hundred years’ is true. Tell me, 
how did Raghav (Sri Ram) come in contact with you and befriended the monkeys? 
(64). 


dcdsrmeerníà AG d RRR qaaa | 
LAAISA Sool sol ASKA || EVI 
STASA WA AA Pro: ATL | 
9[cdr g RAG sal ABAAA Il ESI 


tattvamākhyāhi bhadram te visvaseyam vacastava | 
evamukto'tha hanuman bharatena mahatmana ıı 6511 
acacakse'tha ramasya caritam krtsnasah kramat | 
$rutva tu paramanandam bharato marutatmajat ii 6611 


65-66. Gentleman (bhadram)! Tell me the truth so that I can believe your words." 

When the noble and great Bharat said so, Hanuman narrated to him the entire 
story of Lord Sri Ram in a chronological order. Hearing this narration from the son of 
the wind-god (Hanuman), Bharat felt extremely exhilarant and glad! (65-66). 


[Note— When Hanuman narrated the details of the life and time of Lord Ram in the 
forest, especially after Bharat had met him in Chitrakoot, answered Bharat's query 
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about how the Lord met Hanuman and befriended the monkeys. The rest of the Lord’s 
account, from Sita’s abduction by Ravana till her deliverance after victory of Lord 
Ram over the demons, filled Bharat with excess of joy and astonishment. He listened 
to the story very attentively, and was overjoyed to hear that the Lord was hale and 
hearty after the tribulations and troubles he had to face in the forest. ] 
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varamukhyasca Sataso niryantvadyaiva sanghasah | 
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brahmanasca tatha paura rajano ye samagatah | 
niryantu raghavasyadya drastum Sasinibhananam i 70i 


67-70. He (Bharat) cheerfully ordered the delighted Shatrughan (his younger brother), 
'Oh Raghunandan (a son in the family of king Raghu)! Let the wise Pandits (expert 
Brahmins) worship all the Gods and patron Deities of the city with different types and 
varieties of offerings and make sacrifices to them. Suts (professional singers), 
Vaitaliks (those minstrels who wake up the king early in the morning by singing 
devotional hymns), Bandijans (royal bards who chant hymns) (67-68), and chief 
Varangnayas (professional royal courtesans) should come out of the city in groups of 
hundreds (i.e. in large numbers) and assemble at the gate of the city to welcome Sri 
Ram. Besides them, royal household women-folk, ministers, the three wings of the 
army, consisting of elephants, horses and foot soldiers (69), Brahmins, citizens, and 
all other kings, knights and subordinate rulers and vassals who are present here at the 
moment, should also come out of the city to have a glimpse of the moon-like (i.e. 
attractive, charming, soothing, most sought after, pleasing, pleasantly welcome and 
auspicious looking) face of Raghav (Sri Ram).' (70). 


[Note—Shatrughan had been looking after the day-to-day administrative affairs of the 
kingdom on behalf of Bharat. While Bharat lived in Nandigram, Shatrughan held 
court in the city itself. So therefore, Bharat called his younger brother and instructed 
him to make arrangements to accord a warm welcome to Lord Ram, who was about to 
arrive back home, at the gates of the city. ] 
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bharatasya vacah $rutva satrughnaparicoditah | 
alaficakru$ca nagarim muktaratnamayojjvalaih i 71n 
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71-72. Hearing the words of Bharat, and on instructions of Shatrughan, all the 
denizens of the city who were experts in beautification and organising decorations, 
festivities and celebrations of various kinds, got down to their task. They decked up 
the city elegantly with festoons and buntings studded with bright pearls, gems and 
jewels, as well as colourful of flags and banners of all kinds. These decorations made 
the city bear a festive look, and most magnificent to behold (71-72). 
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73-74. Then all the people began coming out of the city in hordes and assembling on 
its outskirts with a desire to have a glimpse of Lord Ram as he arrives in the city. 
They brought with them one lakh horses, ten thousand elephants, and an equal 
number of chariots decorated with golden reins and harnesses, as well as many other 
accouterments and paraphernalia indicating that all was fine in the city, and its people 
were happy and prosperous during the time of the Lord’s absence! (73-74). 


[Note—'The people turned up in large numbers, in their finest of dresses and brought 
with them things that would tell Lord Ram that everything was fine in the city as well 
as its citizens. It was a gesture to accord a warm welcome to the beloved Lord of the 
people of Ayodhya, to make the Lord feel glad that his subjects are happy and well 
cared for while he was away. It is like the case when the whole family assembles to 
greet and welcome a son who had gone out to a foreign country on some work long 
ago; the welcoming ceremony is arranged as a grand affair to signal to the returning 
member that not only he is welcome but that everyone is happy at his return. 

The pomp and ceremony of the reception accorded to Lord Ram and his 
companions was not done to show-off the wealth of the city—it is absurd, incredulous 
and incongruous to even think so because Sri Ram was not an outsider or a guest on a 
visit, but the King of Ayodhya and the dearest Lord of its citizens. He was not an 
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outsider king who needed to be impressed by the wealth and prosperity of the city and 
its inhabitants. It was a token or a symbolic gesture to tell Sri Ram that the city was 
well-off and did not have to suffer any calamitous event during the period of his 
absence, and that everything was fine there. 

Imagine how sad and heart-broken a king would feel if he returns to his 
kingdom after a long absence on a campaign to find it gloomy and depressed, with 
signs that his beloved capital was uncared for during his absence, its citizens poor and 
deprived of happiness, and the city and the kingdom which he had left so prosperous 
and booming was now under a cloud of depression and crisis. 

Bharat, Shatrughan and the rest of the citizens of Ayodhya made all-out efforts 
to ensure that the impression which Lord Ram gets upon arrival would be such as to 
cheer his heart and lift his spirits. Lord Sri Ram must have been worried about 
Ayodhya, its people, and how they had fared under Bharat. By seeing all those signs 
from high up in the sky from his Pushpak plane in which he was arriving, these signs 
of prosperity, jubilation and happiness that accompanied the ceremonial welcome 
arranged for him must have been most reassuring and heart-warming for the Lord. It 
was necessary to do this—because Bharat feared that any hint to the contrary might 
make Sri Ram change his mind, and he might not land in the city at all but go back 
from the sky itself to some other destination of his choice if he thought that he was 
not welcome in Ayodhya. If that happened, Bharat would be helplessly watching the 
plane turn around, and there was nothing that he could do to stop it, and then it would 
be impossible to know where the Lord goes. Should this unfortunate thing happen, 
then it would be most disastrous for the kingdom of Aydhya. So therefore, all 
preparations were made in such a way that the Lord would get a positive signal when 
he looks down from his plane. 

The signs of well-being, prosperity, pomp, circumstance, grandeur and 
majesty indicating a flourishing and prosperous city which has come out to welcome 
its monarch with a warm heart and bubbling enthusiasm would ensure that Lord Ram 
descends to the ground and does not turn away. ] 
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75-78. Behind the citizens followed the ladies of the royal household on palanquins 
(shoulder carried carriage); then followed Bharat with Sri Ram's sandals placed on his 
head and the palms of his hands touching each other (in humility and prayerful mode) 
(75). 

Bharat was accompanied by Shatrughan. They went barefoot to meet and 
welcome Sri Ram. Just about that time, from far away and shining like a full moon 
(76), the Pushpak plane was sighted in the sky; it dazzled in the sky and resembled a 
sun in all its splendour. The magnificent Pushpak plane was the brainchild of Brahma, 
the creator. Seeing it, the son of the wind-god (Hanuman) said, 'Oh look! The two 
brave brothers Sri Ram and Laxman, along with Vaidehi (Sita), Sugriv, who is the 
best among the monkeys, and Vibhishan along with his ministers, are seen aboard that 
plane!' (77-78). 
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tato harsasamudbhito nihsvano divamasprsat | 
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79-80. Once the plane was sighted in the sky, there was such a thunderous outburst of 
spontaneous emotions of joy and ecstasy, with everyone, women, children, youths and 
elderly, shouting euphorically ‘this is Sri Ram’ all at once in all the directions that the 
sky reverberated with tumultuous exclamations of applause (79). 

Those who were astride chariots, elephants and horses got down and stood on 
the ground. All of them watched him (Sri Ram) seated in the plane as if they were 
watching the full moon in the sky, gazing at the Lord, awestruck and enthralled (80). 


[Note—Verse nos. 67-80 describe the arrangements made to welcome Lord Ram 
warmly and enthusiastically in the fields outside the gates of the city of Ayodhya. ] 
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tato ramabhyanujnatam vimanamapatadbhuvi ıı 8211 


81-82. Then Bharat looked up at Raghav (Sri Ram) sitting in the plane, and with an 
exhilarant and cheerful heart, he bowed to the latter by bringing his hands together so 
that the palms touched each other as if paying his obeisance to the rising sun on the 
Sumeru mountain. When Sri Ram observed all this development from the sky, he 
ordered the plane to land on the ground! (81-82). 


[Note—'With reference to verse no. 44 in which Sri Ram had instructed Hanuman to 
find out how Bharat responds to the news of his arrival, the meaning of verse nos. 81- 
82 will be clear. Sri Ram stayed up in the sky till the moment Bharat showed clear 
physical signs of his warmth and readiness to welcome the Lord cheerfully—by 
bowing his head and holding his hands together so that their palms touch each other. 
For, if there would have been any hint to the contrary, Sri Ram would have turned 
away from the sky itself. See note to verse nos. 73-74. 

Again, Lord Ram's subtle apprehensions and doubts about the type of 
reception he would get by Bharat and the citizens of Ayodhya were quite dispelled 
when sage Bharadwaj had assured him that everything was fine in Ayodhya— 
apropos: verse nos. 15-19. 

Further, it must be noted that though Sri Ram had instructed Hanuman to 
quickly come back with the news of developments at Ayodhya, the latter was still on 
the ground with Bharat as is evident from verse nos. 77-78. Perhaps Sri Ram was 
himself so eager and anxious to meet Bharat and the citizens of Ayodhya that he 
could not wait till the time Hanuman went back to him at Bharadwaj's hermitage. 

From high up in the sky, Lord Ram looked at Hanuman for a signal if 
everything was okay. Hanuman waved and signaled back to the Lord that there is no 
cause of any fear or doubt, that there was nothing amiss, and that the Lord should land 
immediately. As soon as the decks were cleared by Hanuman, and the Lord himself 
could clearly see that everyone on the ground was cheerfully awaiting his arrival, the 
Lord instructed the Pushpak plane to descend and land in the field where the citizens 
had assembled to receive him. | 
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āropito vimānam tadbharatah sānujastadā ı 
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83-84. Thence, Sri Ram invited both Bharat and his younger brother (Shatrughan) to 
come on board the plane. Once near Sri Ram, Bharat once again bowed reverentially 
before him (83). 

Seeing Bharat after a long time, Raghunandan (Sri Ram) picked him up in his 
arms most cheerfully, and embraced him most affectionately (84). 
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Sarabham panasam caiva bharatah parisasvaje ii 871 


85-87. Then Bharat—who was overcome and overwhelmed with surging emotions 
associated with reunion with those who were dearest to his heart, emotions of 
affection, endearment and love—met Laxman, and then bowed affectionately before 
Sita while pronouncing his name as a gesture to draw her attention towards him and 
also to tell her that he is personally welcoming all of them back home (85). 

After that, Bharat embraced all those who came with Sri Ram on the plane, 
such as Sugriv, Jamvant, prince Angad, Maind, Dwivid, Neel, Rishav (86), Sushen, 
Nal, Gawaksha, Gandhamadan, Sharabh and Panas (87). 


[Note— This fact that Bharat had to announce to Sita who he was shows that she was 
not looking directly at him. More than Sri Ram, it was she who had to suffer such a 
lot because of him. She also did not look at him because it was an honoured tradition 
amongst the higher echelons of noble society that chaste ladies kept their eyes low in 
public. Being surrounded by tens of thousands of eager eyes riveted on the couple, 
Sita was feeling very shy and bashful under the glare of attention. She was also 
reluctant and uncertain about Bharat's internal feelings and secret aspects of his 
mind—she wasn't sure whether he really welcomed them or was he just pretending to 
be courteous outwardly while being sly and mischievous internally. 

Take note that if Sri Ram was even suspicious and wanted to be certain about 
Bharat's real intentions—as is very obvious from the fact that he invited Bharat on the 
plane instead of stepping down from it on the ground—then she was after all Bharat's 
sister-in-law, who would be doubly suspicious of him and his intentions.] 
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papracchuh kusalam saumyah prahrstasca plavangamah ıı 881: 
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tvatsahayena ramasya jayo'bhüdravano hatah ıı 8911 


88-89. All the monkeys had assumed a gentlemanly human form. When they were 
duly honoured and welcomed by Bharat, they asked about his welfare (88). 

Then Bharat embraced Sugriv once again and said to him most thankfully, 
gratefully and affectionately, 'It is because of your help that Sri Ram has attained 
victory (in the war) and could get rid of Ravana (89). 


cdi ddl g acl Yofla usas: | 
AJEA AGI AAAA ACAFAVI II Voll 
»frarrme1ourt u1rgdoo feorsnfoad: | 

WA ARARE ferauri AAE I 991 
SPONSE YUMA: UÀ Holl AIG: YATIGeOL | 
bebe! a Bf a ororiéraraerant I Lell 


tvamasmakam caturnam tu bhrata sugriva paficamah | 
Satrughnasca tada ramamabhivadya salaksmanam i 9011 
sitaya$caranau pa$cadvavande vinayanvitah | 

ramo mataramasadya vivarnam Sokavihvalam i 911 
jagraha pranatah padau mano matuh prasadayan | 
kaikeyim ca sumitram ca nanametaramatarau ıı 921 


90-92. Hence, you are the fifth brother of the four of us (and I don't have words to 
thank you enough for your kindness)’. 

After that, Shatrughan bowed before Sri Ram and Laxman (90), and then paid 
his homage with the greatest of humility and politeness at the feet of Sita. 

Then Sri Ram (stepped down from the plane and) went to mother Kaushalya 
who was very weak, emaciated and confounded due to sorrows, anguish and distress 
(of separation from the Lord for a long period of fourteen years) (91). 

He touched her feet with great humility and politeness which pleased her heart 
(i.e. the Lord's gestures provided comfort to her tormented heart and mind). 

He also bowed before his step mothers Kaikeyi (mother of Bharat) and 
Sumitra (mother of Laxman) (92). 


IRA: Ugh d g Uda Yur | 
e]|SIIISIIT Wd UselsifepAed: ii 931 
Usd dood sell foreiferi ad | 

el À ADEI Sloat wierd A ANR: I evil 
acao AARUIAAA ea aAa Yat | 
CDIGGISII? Ici Pl Da GIVI HAT || LII 
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bharatah paduke te tu raghavasya supüjite | 

yojayamasa ramasya padayorbhaktisamyutah ıı 9311 
rajyametannyasabhutam maya niryatitam tava | 

adya me saphalam janma phalito me manorathah 1 941 
yatpasyami samayatamayodhyam tvamaham prabho | 
kosthagaram balam kosam krtam daSagunam maya ıı 9511 


93-95. After that, Bharat returned those sandals, which had been duly worshipped by 
him (all along these 14 years of exile), back to Sri Ram with the greatest of devotion, 
respect, honour and humility, and put them back on the Lord’s feet (93). 

(Then Bharat submitted before Sri Ram—) 'I am handing back to you your 
kingdom which you had kept with me for safe keeping. I feel that my birth has been 
successful, and all my desires and wishes have borne fruits. 

[To wit, I am glad that I have been successful in living up to my reputation of 
a good and virtuous brother; I am also happy that I have looked after the kingdom 
well during your long absence. I am fortunate that no misfortunes befell us, and that 
no mischance occurred to derail my noble intentions. I thank my Stars and the Creator 
that they stood by me during the testing times of my life, and I could stand up and 
welcome you back home with a proud and cheerful face.] (94). 

Oh Lord, during your absence from Ayodhya, by your grace, glory and 
majesty, I have been able to increase by ten times the stock of food-grains, the army, 
and the treasury! (95). 


[Note— Bharat told Lord Ram that he has lived up to his expectations by taking good 
care of the kingdom. Here he is briefing the Lord about the overall good picture of the 
kingdom's economy and defense preparedness.] 


CARA GI9IooIT9I URRA Q3 FAD | 
sfct qarui siz EKA Ad PRT: II SSII 
HAdoigei aki yotsiysictoacr: | 


AÀ WA: YELA IVA FAIS! AGT II ull 


RÀ cot fdatrolor I VASAT] AGT | 
HAVEL AGI Well fdarroreirosrélacist Il Scll 
3rgdicutud» Sal sre do[aui da | 


SOPIN Pa loc Ii Sil 


tvattejasa jagannatha palayasva puram svakam 1 

iti bruvanam bharatam drstva sarve kapi$varah ıı 9611 
mumucurnetrajam toyam pra$a$amsurmudanvitah | 

tato ramah prahrstatma bharatam svankagam muda ıı 9711 
yayau tena vimanena bharatasyasramam tada | 

avaruhya tada ramo vimanagryanmahitalam 11 9811 
abravitpuspakam devo gaccha vai$ravanam vaha | 
anugacchanujanami kuberam dhanapalakam ıı 9911 
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96-99. Oh Lord of the world (jagannatha)! Now take care of your city yourself (and 
relieve me of my responsibilities)" 

When the chief amongst the monkeys heard and saw Bharat say this (96), they 
praised him with tears of joy rolling down their eyes’. 

Then Sri Ram, most cheerfully and with a delighted heart, seated Bharat on his 
lap (i.e. by his side) (97), and went to his hermitage (at Nandigram) in the plane. 
There, he got down from Pushpak which was the best amongst the aerial vehicles 
(98). 

Then he said to Pushpak, 'Go, I order you, go back to your master Kuber, the 
patron god of wealth (and the treasurer of the god's treasury), and resume your duties 
to him by being his vehicle. Now onwards, you must follow his instructions." (99). 


[Note— One just needs to close one's eyes and imagine the touching scene of that 
moment to properly enjoy the heart warming moments of reunion between two 
loving, affectionate and inseparable brothers whose affections for each other stood 
unscarred against the acid test of time that was imposed upon them by the merciless 
nature of fate. It was such a poignant moment soaked in love and affection brimming 
over from the heart of Bharat that it made all the companions of Lord Ram weep and 
become overwhelmed with emotions. 


?The Pushpak plane had first landed in the field where the citizens had assembled to 
welcome the Lord. Then Lord Ram took Bharat and Shatrughan on board and 
instructed the plane to go to Nandigram, the place a little away from the gates of the 
city, where Bharat had established his hermitage. It was here that the Lord ordered 
Pushpak to retire home to Kuber. 

The obvious implication of this is that Lord Ram and his party would enter 
Ayodhya on foot, albeit on chariots and horses, in a formal ceremonial procession 
leading out from Nandigram. This was a gesture by Lord Ram to retrace the footsteps 
of his dear brother Bharat from his symbolic exile there, and accompany him home 
walking together, literally hand-in-hand.] 


WA ARIA OA: USIYO ord Tell SAS: ATA: | 
ord aseko RÍA aR}: AA: I ool 


fet fleGeeIAAARVT SAAE ARIS AEPS 
AgI: 31]: II ?vll 


ramo vasisthasya guroh padāmbujam natvā yathā devaguroh śatakratuh | 
dattva maharhasanamuttamam gurorupavivesatha guroh samipatah ıı 1001 


iti Srimadadhyatmaramayane umamahesvarasamvade yuddhakande 
caturdasah sargah 11 141 


100. Lord Sri Ram bowed his head at the lotus-like feet of his Guru, sage Vashistha, 
just like Indra does to the Guru of Gods (Brihaspati). He offered the Guru a most 
excellent seat (that was reserved for senior moral preceptor of the royal family, a seat 
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which was better than that reserved for the king himself), and himself sat besides him 
(100). 


Thus ends Canto 14 of Yuddha Kand, narrating the discourse Lord Shiva gave to his 
divine consort goddess Uma. 


(iii) Sub-section 21.2.3: Adhyatma Ramayan, Lanka/Yudha Kand, Canto 
15, verse nos. 1-50, 70-75: 


IPASA: Aot: I 

gazda Sard | 

dag boelagl RÀ APAA: | 
PRAPA SATS ARARA II 210 
AAI A ACPA Wa G Woel TAL AA | 
SSÍA AÀ A YORIN CAAGGI AA II II 


lipaficadasah sargah ıı 

$rimahadeva uvaca | 

tatastu kaikayiputro bharato bhaktisamyutah | 
Sirasyafijalimadhaya jyestham bhrataramabravit i| 111 
mata me satkrta rama dattam rajyam tvaya mama | 
dadami tatte ca punaryatha tvamadada mama ıı 21 


1-2. Lord Shiva said—'Oh Parvati! Then Kaikeyi's son Bharat said submissively and 
most respectfully, with a bowed head and palms of the hands touching each other, to 
his elder brother (Sri Ram): 'Oh Lord Sri Ram! By giving the reign of the kingdom to 
me, the word of my mother has been honoured by you (i.e. her wishes have been 
fulfilled inasmuch as you have made me rule the kingdom for so long as its de-facto 
king). 

Now, the way you had given it to me, I am giving it back to you with the same 
honour.' (2). 


saca ulrozitalacer Alverget gfüracer T | 


ISU Qrelerramar ÈP JSUT AE II 3il 
defer uferorsgre Ragate: | 
ARIHI ADH ACUI: Ii vil 


ityuktva padayorbhaktya sastangam pranipatya ca | 
bahudha prarthayamasa kaikeyya guruna saha ıı 31 
tatheti pratijagraha bharatadrajyamisvarah | 
mayamasritya sakalam naracestamupagatah i 411 
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3-4. Saying this, Bharat showed respects to Sri Ram by prostrating himself before the 
latter’s feet and pleaded before him (or requested him again and again), accompanied 
by Kaikeyi' and his Guru (Vashistha), to accept the crown (3). 

Then, saying 'alright', he (Sri Ram) accepted the kingdom from Bharat in order 
to live up to the role of a good human being, a form which he had willingly assumed 
using the medium (or tool) of his Maya (i.e. the powers of creating delusions that the 
Supreme Being possesses)! (4). 


[Note—'Verse no. 3 clearly shows that Kaikeyi had joined her son to request Sri Ram 
to accept the crown, thereby formally removing any doubts and misgivings in his 
mind. 


?The idea here is that though the primary purpose of eliminating the scourge of the 
evil demons had been achieved, Lord Ram, the Supreme Being in a human form, 
decided however to continue to act in his role of a good human being by accepting the 
crown of Ayodhya and staying back on earth for some more time till death would help 
him to wind up his acts as a human being in the normal course of time, and in 
accordance with the Laws of Nature. The Lord did not show any haste in making his 
exit from the mortal gross world once his main objective was accomplished, which he 
could have done if he had so wished. ] 


VARIG AAI AVA RAAPA TT: | 
forzzarferererorog29füur: AIFA: I VII 
ALOU g Uoelot feo Aza oreratforq: | 

ERA HAGANA AP} oreerfer SUL I SII 


svarajyanubhavo yasya sukhajfianaikarüpinah | 
nirastatiSayanandarüpinah paramatmanah ıı 511 
manusena tu rajyena kim tasya jagadisituh | 

yasya bhrübhangamatrena triloki nasyati ksanat ıı 611 


5-6. He (Sri Ram as the supreme Brahm) enjoys the eternal kingdom of the heavens; 
he is an embodiment of bliss, peace and tranquility as well as of enlightenment, 
wisdom and pure and truthful knowledge; he is free from any having any sort of 
desire or yearning for pleasure pertaining to the gratification of the sense organs and 
of the materialistic world; he is an image of supreme bliss, happiness, joy, 
contentedness, peace and tranquility; he is the supreme Soul (the all-pervading, 
macrocosmic Soul and pure cosmic Consciousness) personified (5); and he is the Lord 
of the entire creation. 

This said, what has he to do with an ordinary kingdom in this gross and 
perishable world when he is the Lord of the heaven and the whole creation? The Lord 
whose mere glance can destroy all the three divisions of the world (such as heavens or 
the celestial world, the terrestrial or the mundane gross world on earth, and the nether 
world)—indeed it is a matter of great wonder that the same Lord would willingly 
consent to accept to rule a humble kingdom of mortal creatures (i.e. the kingdom of 
Ayodhya)! (6). 
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RAMPISAGU AIRAS ce: | 
chaar: fe»zróagama: I vil 
dente ararat forret PARIAR | 
ciaoo 21dameroracid II cll 


yasyanugrahamatrena bhavantyakhandalasriyah | 
lilasrstamahasrsteh kiyadetadramapateh it 711 
tathapi bhajatam nityam kamapuravidhitsaya | 
lilamanusadehena sarvamapyanuvartate ıı 811 


7-8. The king of Gods (Indra) acquires and retains his control over wealth, fame, 
majesty, grandeur and glory of the whole world by virtue of his (the Lord Sri Ram's) 
grace, benevolence, beneficence, benediction and munificence. He (Sri Ram) has 
created this massive and marvellous creation as if it were a game, i.e. without any 
trouble, any exertion or any effort, almost playful as if it was for the sake of his 
enjoyment by using his cosmic powers to create massive delusions and creativity. 

This being the case, what importance does this worldly kingdom of Ayodhya 
has for him (that he would long to rule it by becoming its king)? (7). 

Still, just to satisfy or fulfill the desires and wishes of his ardent devotees and 
to do their tasks for them (which they are unable to do themselves—such as killing 
their tormentor demons), he acts like an ordinary human being by assuming an 
illusionary form of a man (which is not his real form, for his real form is that of the 
Cosmic Consciousness that is revealed in the form of the Supreme Being) (8). 


[Note—The main idea of these two verses is to stress that Lord Ram accepted the 
crown of the kingdom of Ayodhya not because he liked to become a king and enjoy 
all the privileges and pleasures that accompany it, for he was the Supreme Lord of the 
whole world, the ruler of the Cosmos, yet he decided to accept it in order to satisfy the 
wishes of his devotees who liked him to stay amongst them for some time more 
before going back to his kingdom in the heaven. 

Remember: Lord Ram was a human manifestation of Lord Vishnu, the 
Supreme Lord of the heavens. All the gods were junior to him. Compared to the 
majestic kingdom of heaven, the worldly kingdom of Ayodhya was nothing but a 
speck of sand on the beach of the vast ocean symbolizing this creation.] 


dd: AJETA gU: SAJAD: 
AFARIAN DRAA a fà II SII 
Ud g MÀ FÀ AJAA d ASAL | 
Wola aror2oc; a 2181216 fasftast |I loll 


tatah $atrughnavacanannipunah $ma$rukrntakah 
sambharascabhisekarthamanita raghavasya hi "n 9i 


purvam tu bharate snate laksmane ca mahatmani | 
sugrive vanarendre ca raksasendre vibhisane 1 101 
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9-10. Then, on the instructions of Shatrughan, an expert barber was summoned, and 
all the required paraphernalia and accoutrements needed for Raghav's (Sri Ram's) 
coronation were collected (9). 

First Bharat and then the great soul Laxman had a bath, followed by the king 
of monkeys, Sugriv, and king of demons, Vibhishan (10). 


ffA: zorraf2rgarceirorctuot: | 
HEIERI AÀ ag far sdcror II 9 lI 
Ufcraoat A 2191221 AZAA 3rareríct: | 
MORAGA Id: AAR Word: I 221 


viSodhitajatah snatascitramalyanulepanah | 
maharhavasanopetastasthau tatra Sriya jvalan n 11n 
pratikarma ca ramasya laksmana$ca mahamatih 1 
karayamasa bharatah sitaya rajayositah ii 121 


11-12. When his matted hairs were cut and trimmed, he (Lord Sri Ram) took his 
formal bath and adorned himself with multi-coloured garlands and necklaces; he 
smeared his body with fragrances and scented ointments, and put on excellent 
garments and ceremonial robes. [To wit, Lord Ram prepared himself for the ceremony 
to anoint him as the King of Ayodhya by taking a bath, applying fragrances on his 
body, and adorning himself with necessary garments and jewelry that are suitable for 
such occasions of state.] 

He presented a most magnificent view, a sight that was glorious, elegant and 
majestic, marked by his divine beauty, his matchless glamour and his enchanting 
presence (that effused radiance and splendour no less than that of a sun) (11). 

The great Laxman and Bharat helped Sri Ram deck himself up, while the royal 
women of the household helped Sita to decorate herself (12). 


ACSA WPA: BATA | 

ad doruroflon aada oitsroi Ii 23l 
IDRAA PRICI YESI YJAAT | 

dd: WSGAAIGR MJE: | 2% 
Wood: RRID eitoif2rcarejar ferar | 
SMSAS Jel AA: AMIAR: || VII 


maharhavastrabharanairalancakruh sumadhyamam | 
tato vanarapatninam sarvasameva sobhana ıı 131 
akarayata kausalya prahrsta putravatsala i 

tatah syandanamadaya Satrughnavacanatsudhih i! 141 
sumantrah süryasanka$am yojayitvagratah sthitah | 
aruroha ratham ramah satyadharmaparayanah it 1511 


2174 


13-15. They decorated that auspicious and charming lady (Sita) with different types 
of priceless and magnificent clothes and royal robes, as well as ornaments studded 
with gems and jewels of all kinds. 

After that, the cheerfully delighted Kaushalya (mother of Lord Ram), who was 
affectionate and fond of her son, decorated and honoured all the wives of the monkeys 
(who had come with their husbands in the plane)’. 

Just about that time, at the instructions of Shatrughan, a wonderful royal 
chariot (13-14), which was as dazzling, spectacular and splendorous as the sun, was 
harnessed and brought by the most wise Sumantra (the chief minister of the kingdom) 
and placed in front of them. The most honourable, truthful, righteous and virtuous 
Lord Sri Ram got onto it (15). 


[Note—'This statement clearly means that when the Pushpak plane made a brief 
stopover at Kishkindha, Lord Ram allowed Sugriv to take on board some selected 
ladies of his royal household—apropos: verse no. 8 of Canto 14. These female 
monkeys were the wives of those chief commanders of the monkey army who were 
already on the plane, and their names have been mentioned in verse nos. 86-86 of 
Canto 14 hereinbefore.] 


3jeftat Faso aorariar fdf: | 

zolIcdI IRRE fora: ii sil 
WAAodRo] A ZeNoN: | 
Yoflaucor: Alar a errrtot: UI ASL II QUII 


sugrivo yuvaraja$ca hanumamsca vibhisanah | 

snatva divyambaradhara divyabharanabhusitah ıı 1611 
ramamanviyuragre ca rathas$vagajavahanah | 
sugrivapatnyah sita ca yayuryanaih puram mahat ıı 1711 


16-17. Sugriv, the crown prince (Angad), Hanuman and Vibhishan—all had a bath, 
adorned themselves with beautiful clothes, robes and ornaments (16), got on board 
chariots, or rode horses and elephants, and went alongside Sri Ram in the procession 
that formed. Sugriv's wives and Sita rode shoulder mounted carriages (palanquins). 
The group went towards the large city (of Ayodhya) from Nandigram! (17). 


[Note—These preparations were done at Nandigram, the place where Bharat had been 
living for the last fourteen years. So therefore, when Lord Ram entered the gates of 
the city of Ayodhya, he did not do so as an exiled prince returning home on foot, 
tired, weary, haggard and unkempt, but as a great king returning triumphantly after 
some successful campaign. An uproarious and tumultuous formal form of ceremonial 
welcome was accorded to this royal procession as it neared and then entered the city 
gates.] 


aguiftreien GdéRaraze fera: | 
RÀ LARL AM Wel AERA II VI 
ARL RAUA IAGUS ABIE: | 
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ATAU MJE ASH oi oa II ? ell 


vajrapaniryatha devairharitasvarathe sthitah | 

prayayau rathamasthaya tatha ramo mahatpuram ıı 1811 
sarathyam bharatascakre ratnadandam mahadyutih | 
Svetatapatram Satrughno laksmano vyajanam dadhe ıı 1911 


18-19. Just like the Lord who holds the Bajra (i.e. Indra, the king of Gods) rides a 
chariot with green horses and goes somewhere in the company of Gods, Lord Sri Ram 
too proceeded to his great and renowned city surrounded by his retinue of attendants 
that constituted his friends, the monkeys and the demon ministers, his own brothers 
(Laxman, Bharat and Shatrughan), the ministers and courtiers of the kingdom, as well 
his Guru Vasistha) (18). 

The most glorious, cheerful and radiant Bharat became his charioteer; 
Shatrughan held the ceremonial white umbrella with its rod studded with gems and 
jewels; while Laxman held the hand-held fan! (19). 


[Note— These verses describe the scene wherein Lord Ram is sitting on a high seat 
on the royal chariot taking him into the city. Bharat assumed the role of the charioteer, 
Shatrughan held the royal umbrella over the Lord's head, and Laxman waved the fan 
before the Lord. The last two, the umbrella and the fan, are marks of royalty. 

Just as a king is surrounded by his courtiers and knights, the chariot of Lord 
Ram was flanked by his friends from Lanka and Kishkindha, as well as by ministers, 
courtiers and the chief priest of his own kingdom.] 


ala d AUA oadisrighocd: | 
ÍY TAU SOYTERROAAG: |i 2oll 
fefact: Brgorgdsr BAGA: | 
qnom WA MYA AREA: I 221 


camaram ca samipastho nyavijayadarindamah | 
SaSipraka$am tvaparam jagrahasuranayakah ıı 2011 
divijaih siddhasanghaisca rsibhirdivyadarsanaih | 
stüyamanasya ramasya susruve madhuradhvanih ii 211 


20-21. The vanquisher of enemies (Sugriv) on one side, and the king of demons 
(Vibhishan) on the other side of Sri Ram, swayed the royal whisk which was 
beautiful, attractive and radiant like a full magnificent moon (20). 

At that time a cacophony of sweet and pleasant voices of the Gods, as well as 
of the many Siddhas (mystics), sages, seers and hermits who had assembled there, 
were heard; they were all singing the majestic glories and praising the virtues of Lord 
Ram aloud in adulatory terms. They had all assembled to have a divine and august 
view of Sri Ram (as well as to attend his coronation ceremony) (21). 


AAG BUA AIR 9IoIdI8olI: | 
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Whois GA AGAVA: || 22 
Yel Ada wor q3l AAAG PAA | 
SERA AARIS Wad Yar ror: | 231l 


manusam rüpamasthaya vanara gajavahanah | 

bheri$ankhaninadai$ca mrdangapanavanakaih ıı 2211 
prayayau raghavasresthastam purim samalankrtam | 
dadrsuste samayantam raghavam puravasinah ıı 2311 


22-23. The monkeys assumed a human form and rode astride elephants. Amidst the 
clamour of various musical instruments, such as kettledrums, conch shells, drums and 
tumbrels, and different types of small drums called Panawa' etc. (22), Sri Ram—who 
is the best in the illustrious family of king Raghu of Ayodhya—made his auspicious 
entry into the city which resonated with thunderous sounds made by these musical 
instruments played enthusiastically to welcome him. 

The denizens of the city watched enthralled and in ecstasy as Raghav (Sri 
Ram) entered the city triumphantly (23). 


[Note—'A “Panawa” is a two sided oblong drum which is hung from the neck of the 
singer with light strings and is beaten on both its sides by either the fingers of the 
player of the drum, or by short, light sticks to play the sound of music. ] 


Miccoaladal sreréfeo3tescoreraurifsaargenr | 
IRPP eted Asada quer: | exl 
fafaqerenbadzgereuidisaz AA ARIT | 
SOPIRE: Raoi Wologot Yor: I1 VII 
WoflaReIsN1aH: YAMA: LOINA Waqeas Ag | 
aqf*exdgogorfemerg fordtaaxcugengueicit Ii 21 


dürvadala$yamatanum maharhakiritaratnabharanaficitangam | 
araktakafijayatalocanantam drstva yayurmodamativa punyah ıı 2411 
vicitraratnancitasutranaddhapitambaram pinabhujantaralam | 
anarghyamuktaphaladivyaharaih virocamanam raghunandanam prajah ıı 2511 
sugrivamukhyairharibhih prasantaih nisevyamanam ravitulyabhasam | 
kasturikacandanaliptagatram nivitakalpadrumapuspamalam ıı 2611 


24-26. The righteous and noble citizens watched the dark complexion of Lord Sri 
Ram's body which resembled the colour of Durba (a kind of dark green grass called 
Agrostis Linearis). The Lord had a very precious crown on his head; he wore 
ornaments studded with priceless gems; he had broad eyes with a light pink shade that 
resembled pink-coloured petals of a lotus flower (24). 

The Lord was attired in a magnificent Pitambar (a yellow body-wrapping 
garment made of silk that is worn by Lord Vishnu); this Pitambar was decorated with 
multi-coloured jewels and gems, and it was embroidered by threads made of gold. 
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The Lord had a broad chest which was decorated with garlands and necklaces 
made of beautiful pearls. 

He was served by Sugriv and other chief monkeys who were all calm and 
poised. 

The Lord looked as splendorous, majestic, radiant and majestic as the sun. His 
body was rubbed by a fragrant paste made from sandalwood and musk. He wore a 
magnificent garland made of the flowers of the Kalpa tree (Nyctanthes Arbortristis; 
the Kalpa tree is the celestial tree of the Gods). 

The subjects of the kingdom were exceptionally jubilant, exhilarated and 
euphoric on seeing Raghunandan (Sri Ram) back in Ayodhya (25-26). 


geal Reel AAU AGI qaddertcobferaroroif9jer: | 


arum ad EPRS SRÍ dar»: zdcrgaxdr: I WII 


$rutva striyo ramamupagatam muda praharsavegotkalitananasriyah | 
apasya sarvam grhakaryamahitam harmyani caivaruruhuh svalankrtah ii 271 


27. When the women folk heard of the arrival of Sri Ram, they were very happy and 
extremely delighted so much so that their faces lit up with joy. They immediately left 
their routine household chores, decorated themselves in all their finery, and climbed 
to the terrace and attics of their homes (to have a glimpse of the Lord as he rode inside 
the city in the ceremonial procession described herein above) (27). 


za 6 zideorceraropfe yo Ù: feozore: BSarcrerifdraroror: | 
ZPA: Yodiquoharioi zarrai Arn I 2cll 


drstva harim sarvadrgutsavakrtim puspaih kirantyah smitaSobhitananah | 
drgbhih punarnetramanorasayanam svanandamürtim manasabhirebhire i 2811 


28. Seeing Hari (Sri Ram), who provided happiness, bliss, peace and joy to all those 
present on the occasion, they (the women folk of the city) showered flowers on him as 
they smiled cheerfully at the sight of their beloved Lord. Then they took that image 
(i.e. the magnificently charming, bewitching and elegant view of Sri Ram)—which 
provided happiness, contentedness and bliss to the eyes and heart of all who saw 
him—inside their hearts through the path of their eyes, and then repeatedly embraced 
that image internally in a symbolic manner. [That is, they enshrined the image of Sri 
Ram in their hearts and worshipped the Lord there as their deity.]' (28). 


[Note— The women folk were so charmed and enthralled by the lovable image of 
their beloved Lord Ram that though they could not go out on the streets to embrace 
him as their male counterparts were free to do, yet they did the next best thing—they 
had their view of the charming image of Lord Ram till their eyes were full of it, and 
then closing the eyes they etched this magnificent image permanently inside their 
hearts so that they could view it whenever they wished by simply closing their eyes 
and shutting out all other images of the external world. If they had their way, they 
would have rushed out to actually embrace Lord Ram, but since this would be too 
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immodest a thing to do and impractical also, so this was the best alternative idea they 
devised to compensate for it. ] 


ua: RadRooeeol YoIRdel uezror YPI sam: Yat: | 
IOIA fd: tacigewd sé AIRRA SR: I 291i 


ramah smitasnigdhadrsa prajastatha pasyan prajanatha ivaparah prabhuh | 
Sanairjagamatha pituh svalankrtam grham mahendralayasannibham harih ıı 
2911 


29. Sri Ram smiled most sweetly and enchantingly, and watched his subjects with 
pleasant bewitching glances to extend his grace and charm over all of them, and make 
them feel happy and joyful that their Lord loves them all, individually and 
collectively. 

Lord Ram now was like an image of Lord Vishnu himself; he resembled the 
Prajapati (here meaning the Lord who takes care of his subjects, a reference to the 
Creator Brahma). 

He slowly moved towards the palace of his father (king Dasrath) which was 
like the palace of Indra, and was magnificently decorated for this auspicious occasion 
(29). 


yldoe demon Aol AA Ado davit Saad: | 
PA Bal: AANA: Yay: ororer AT 2gd9rq: II oll 


pravi$ya ve$mantarasamsthito muda ramo vavande caranau svamatuh | 
kramena sarvah pitryositah prabhuh nanama bhaktya raghuvamSaketuh ıı 301 


30. Once inside the palace, Sri Ram showed respect to his own mother (Kaushalya) by 
bowing at her feet. Then the most exalted of the illustrious family of King Raghu (i.e. 
Sr Ram) showed similar respects to his other step-mothers (Kaikeyi and Sumitra) 
with due honour, politeness and humility (30). 


ddl MAAG AA: AUG: | 

AAU AMA AA ARAA I 3211 
GR doRoge gojan SRA | 
dea: IddRiet AfA YPT Ii 321! 


tato bharatamahedam ramah satyaparakramah | 
sarvasampatsamayuktam mama mandiramuttamam ıı 311 
mitraya vanarendraya sugrivaya pradiyatam | 

sarvebhyah sukhavasartham mandirani prakalpaya i 3211 
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31-32. Then Sri Ram, who was most righteous, truthful, glorious and victorious, said 
to Bharat, 'Allot my personal palace, which is well furnished and provided for (31), to 
my friend Sugriv, the king of monkeys. 

Likewise, show comfortable palaces to others as well.' (32). 


Waid AAMA saw cremata | 
3dId d Helton: Yofld 2Tadroror: I 3311 
MARADT dd: Rreesici JAA | 
sold Yura sarraRalaaqaAroy I 3v1l 


ramenaivam samadisto bharatasca tathakarot | 
uvaca ca mahatejah sugrivam raghavanujah ıı 3311 
raghavasyabhisekartham catuhsindhujalam subham | 
anetum presayasvasu dütamstvaritavikraman ıı 341 


33-34. Bharat did as Sri Ram had instructed him. Then the most glorious and radiant 
younger brother of Raghav (i.e. Bharat) said to Sugriv (33): 'Send swift messengers to 
bring the holy, sanctified and auspicious waters from the four oceans for the purpose 
of coronation ceremony of Raghav (Sri Ram)'.' (34). 


Note—'Why did Bharat ask Sugriv to send messengers to bring holy waters from far 
away oceans instead of sending his own messengers of the kingdom for this errand? 

Well, the answer is simple and obvious: Bharat knew that the members of the 
monkey race were very swift and agile as far as going to far away places was 
concerned, as compared to human beings. These monkeys could traverse through 
dense forests and climb mountains and hills easily; they could jump, hop, skip and 
swing across trees, rivers, ravines, valleys and other obstacles with the greatest of ease 
as they were accustomed to it as forest dwellers, something humans couldn’t do. 

There were some especially talented members in the group, one obvious 
example was Hanuman, who could even fly in the sky and perform other formidable 
deeds that no human would be able to do. Further, by this time Bharat had been 
acquainted of the way these monkeys and bears had been dispatched by Sugriv to all 
corners of the world to search for Sita, and how they had managed to successfully find 
her in the far away island kingdom of Lanka. 

Besides this, the monkeys were all well acquainted with far away places and 
their geography because they lived in forests and the wild spread all over the world, 
something that would make it easier for them to go and bring water from these rare 
places, most of them unknown and inaccessible to the messengers of Ayodhya. 

All these factors added up in favour of the monkeys, and so Bharat requested 
Sugriv to dispatch some competent fellow to bring the waters. ] 


YURI Boyd oleddod AS YA | 
ISIS A YN a À sear AJANA: II 3 
AR MAPFAPAMA AARI | 
arrofici cfielorferei orgeoit afor ist: A6 Il 31! 
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araqaerifàmnrprel af3rsorer RASAI | 
dag gerit el aR wel Gel: AE II 3VII 
Wa Woe dió Ala Horde | 
ail areróasr SÍNAR I 3c 
acipa del day: Ad 2121f8rircroret | 
PARIR PYRE II 3S 


presayamasa sugrivo jambavantam marutsutam | 
angadam ca susenam ca te gatva vayuvegatah ıı 3511 
jalapürnan satakumbhakalasamsca samanayan | 
anitam tirthasalilam Satrughno mantribhih saha ıı 3611 
raghavasyabhisekartham vasisthaya nyavedayat I 
tatastu prayato vrddho vasistho brahmanaih saha i 371 
ramam ratnamaye pithe sasitam samnyaveSayat I 
vasistho vamadevasca jabalirgautamastatha ıı 381 
valmiki$ca tatha cakruh sarve ramabhisecanam | 
kusagratulasiyuktapunyagandhajalairmuda ıı 3911 


35-39. Then Sugriv sent Jamvant, Maruti (Hanuman), Angad and Sushen for this 
purpose. They went thither with the speed and great swiftness, like that of the wind 
(35), and brought the requisitioned water in golden pots. 

Shatrughan, accompanied by the ministers, gave that sanctified water brought 
from different holy places (36) to Vashistha (the royal priest) for the purpose of 
performance of the ritual for Lord Sri Ram's coronation. 

Then, accompanied by Brahmins, the self restrained and aged Vashistha (37) 
seated Sri Ram and Sita on a gem-studded throne. 

Sages Vashistha, Vamdeo, Jabali, Gautam, Valmiki, and all other sages and 
seers who had assembled on the auspicious occasion, most cheerfully and delightedly 
anointed Lord Sri Ram on the throne of Ayodhya as its King by sprinkling the 
sanctified, holy and perfumed water, in which floated the leaves of the holy Tulsi 
(Basil) plant, on him with the help of a brush made of soft blades of the Kush grass 
(amid chanting of holy Mantras from the scriptures) (39). 


saraa PAYS ARid GAA! eret | 
wicafssigqicl: JS: Pf: Ae APAIN: I voll 
udiutrada dadoterfr Rer: | 
dafsiciiurciaa tdafe: AWARA i vl 


abhyasifican raghusrestham vasavam vasavo yatha | 
rtvigbhirbrahmanaih $resthaih kanyabhih saha mantribhih i 401 
sarvausadhirasai$caiva daivatairnabhasi sthitaih | 
caturbhirlokapalai$ca stuvadbhih saganaistatha i1 4111 
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40-41. Then those great sages, accompanied by Ritwiks (who are a special category 
of Brahmins amongst the priestly class, who are experts in performance of religious 
sacrifices), other Brahmins (i.e. those Brahmins who are not Ritwiks), the best of 
damsels, and all the ministers prayed to and paid their obeisance to the different Gods 
who had assembled in the sky to witness this auspicious occasion. 

Likewise, all the senior custodians of the world, called the ‘Lokpals’, and their 
juniors were also honoured simultaneously. 

Thereafter, the sages once again anointed Sri Ram, who was the best in the 
illustrious family of King Raghu, by sprinkling the essence (juice, extract) of all the 
medicinal herbs (which are used during religious ceremonies) over him, just like Indra 
had been anointed by the Vasus' at the time of his coronation as the king of gods in 
heaven (40-41). 


[Note—'The “Vasus” are demi-Gods numbering eight in number. They are equivalent 
to the Ritwiks of the terrestrial world. ] 


GA AA WES AJE: uris: III | 
APARIR al Ged: sacram II yell 
Alc a ppal arógl dRradlice: | 
Uda AAP AMIDLAR II ¥3il 
Gol ER ool Fdei steed ARPA: | 
YoPIGdeoddl orokc]eIC212]eIuTr: | gyll 


chatram ca tasya jagraha satrughnah panduram subham | 
sugrivaraksasendrau tau dadhatuh svetacamare i 4211 
malam ca kaficanim vayurdadau vasavacoditah | 
sarvaratnasamayuktam manikaficanabhüsitam ıı 4311 
dadau haram narendraya svayam Sakrastu bhaktitah | 
prajagurdevagandharva nanrtu$capsaroganah ıı 4411 


42-44. At this time, Shatrughan—who is the vanquisher of enemies—installed (held, 
placed) a most magnificent, auspicious and beautiful light yellow ceremonial 
umbrella over the head of Lord Sri Ram, while Sugriv and Vibhishan held white 
whisks in their hands (as they stood on either side of the Lord) (42). 

At the request of Indra, the wind-god (Maruti) offered a golden garland to the 
Lord, while Indra himself devotionally offered him a golden necklace that was richly 
studded with all the gems and jewels that he could select from the treasury of the 
gods. 

Thereafter, the Gods and Gandharvas (celestial musicians) began singing 
ceremonial songs of adulation and felicitation in honour of Lord Ram, while the 
Apsaras (female dancers and singers of heaven) began dancing in merry abundance 
(43-44). 


sdgogarh oig: yqf: UUA xar | 
aagal UA GRAAL I vell 
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afacotfegarerepfepateor feraiforaar | 
wlie@ocdciava Uidiva sa Il vll 
[caso IGAGANTI | 
GIANG RASHI ZA JAAA II voll 


devadundubhayo neduh puspavrstih papata khat | 
navadürvadala$yamam padmapatrayateksanam ıı 4511 
ravikotiprabhayuktakiritena virajitam | 
kotikandarpalavanyam pitambarasamavrtam ıı 4611 
divyabharanasampannam divyacandanalepanam | 
ayutadityasankasam dvibhujam raghunandanam i 4711 


45-47. There was a rapturous cacophony and tumultuous din of kettledrums played 
by the Gods in the sky, while flowers rained down everywhere. 

[The following lines describe the magnificent image of Lord Sri Ram and Sita 
as they sat on the throne at that time—] 

Lord Sri Ram was dark complexioned like the colour of newly plucked Durba 
grass. He had broad eyes like the petals of a lotus flower (45); he was adorned with a 
crown which was as splendorous, bright and dazzling as millions of suns shining 
together; he was beautiful, attractive and charming to behold as if millions of 
Kamdeo-cupids have revealed themselves in his beauteous form. 

The Lord wore a Pitambar (46); he was adorned with magnificent ornaments 
and divine garments and ceremonial robes; he had a paste of sandalwood rubbed all 
over his body; he was as splendorous and radiant as a thousand suns put together. 

To wit, Lord Ram, the illustrious son in the great family of King Raghu 
(Raghunandan), looked most majestic, dignified, honourable and adorable in his two- 
armed human form! (47). 


[Note—'A special mention of the ‘two arms’ of Lord Ram here is to remind the 
observer, as well as the reader of this magnificent Story, that this form of Lord Ram 
was a human manifestation of Lord Vishnu who has ‘four arms’. This fact being 
understood, all other things become easily understandable. It is because Lord Vishnu 
is the Lord of the world, the Supreme Being, and hence all the glories, virtues and 
honours that are shown to belong to Lord Ram are natural to him inasmuch as his 
primary form is that of Lord Vishnu, and not a human being.] 


dal AAR oi Atal PPAR AAA | 
UalsRURAsUooll alse am]mf3eramr II vell 
xcpIcucro218iloii arsronfergoer Aer | 
AARIA ELA aifeparafoacr: Ii vell 
AM ASA Ga: MISHA ZAGAN | 
srdógorile[cp: Fld Byrd II Voll 


vamabhage samasinam sitam kaficanasannibham | 
sarvabharanasampannam vamanke samupasthitam ıı 481 
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raktotpalakarambhojam vamenalingya samsthitam | 
sarvatiSayaSobhadhyam drstva bhaktisamanvitah i 4911 
umaya sahito devah Sankaro raghunandanam | 
sarvadevaganairyuktah stotum samupacakrame ıı 5011 


48-50. To the left of him (Sri Ram) was seated Sita; she had a complexion resembling 
the colour of gold. She was fully decorated with ornaments and ceremonial clothes 
befitting the occasion (48), and held a red lotus in her lotus-like hands. 

Sri Ram had placed his left arm on her shoulders. Seeing them seated in this 
posture, Lord Shiva, along with Uma (his consort, goddess Parvati), was full of 
devotion and affection for the Lord. 

Then he (Shiva), along with all other Gods, praised Lord Ram and offered his 
obeisance to him (49-50). 


[Note— Verse nos. 9-50 describe the preparation and the actual coronation ceremony 
of Lord Sri Ram as the King of Ayodhya.] 


vd AER: RIGI: fcboora ASAFA |I Voll 
RIA HÀ MÀ JEDIA UAL UT: | 

Ao AIAC crelr ARRAI I: I 091] 

Ud 213i AARE EKA AGASIAA | 
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evam mahoragah siddhah kinnara marutastatha ıı 701 
vasavo munayo gāvo guhyakāśca patattrinah | 
saprajāpatayaścaite tatha capsarasam ganah ıı 711 
sarve ramam samasadya drstva netramahotsavam | 
stutva prthak prthak sarve raghavenabhivanditah i 7211 


70-72. In a similar manner, the great legendary serpent (Sheshnath), Siddhas 
(mystics), the Kinnars (celestial dancers and singers), Marut (the wind-god) (70), 
Vasu (one of the demi-Gods who has eight subordinates under him; see also verse no. 
41), sages/seers/hermits, holy cows (representing all the peaceful and docile animals), 
cave dwellers (such as lions, bears etc., as well as ascetics), birds, Prajapati (the 
guardians or custodians of the subjects created by Brahma), and groups of Apsaras 
(celestial courtesans) (71)—all of them came to visit Lord Sri Ram and had an 
auspicious view of the Lord whose sight is so rewarding that it enhances the pleasures 
and privileges that a creature has of being able to see with his eyes. 

They prayed to him collectively as well as individually, and went back to their 
respective abodes after being duly honoured and shown respect by the Lord (72). 


[Note—'To wit, the Lord's charming and auspicious form delights the beholder so 
much that he thanks his creator that the latter has given him eyes with which he could 
enjoy this privilege, because no other organ would enable a creature to derive this 
pleasure except the eye. Thus, the visitors were extremely ecstatic and thrilled with 
joy as they viewed Lord Ram sitting on the throne, as this sight was so divine and 
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sublime to behold, and so ethereal to experience, that it was a virtual treat and literally 
a feast for the eye of all those who beheld him as they stood mesmerized and 
enthralled before the Lord. Even while they said their prayers, their eyes were riveted 
on the bewitchingly beauteous form of Lord Ram, a form that embodied all the beauty 
and charm of Mother Nature by which she has captivated and enthralled the mind of 
poets and the heart of painters from time immemorial. ] 


ue: 2d 2d Ud Ud GeloqicrRael | 
YARA AGI Wa IROA díeeder Ii 931 
ERORA 2flarcrgsmmeierast | 
Biarerorzei Usiog wer: ad efc RAAH II wv 


yayuh svam svam padam sarve brahmarudradayastatha | 
praSamsanto muda ramam gayantastasya cestitam i| 731 
dhyayantastvabhisekardram sitalaksmanasamyutam 1 
simhasanastham rajendram yayuh sarve hrdi sthitam i| 7411 


73-74. After that, Brahma (the creator), Shiva (Rudra; the concluder) and others 
(including the great sages and seers who had come to attend Lord Ram's coronation 
ceremony) also went back to their respective abodes, all the while praising the glories 
of Lord Sri Ram and admiring the Lord's virtues very fondly, cheerfully and happily 
on their way back home. They cheerfully sang verses in honour of the Lord and the 
deeds done by him (73), remembering the glorious, divine and majestic view of the 
Lord, who was a King amongst Kings, as they saw him seated on the throne at the 
time of his coronation, along with Sita to his left and Laxman to his right. 

Having enshrined that stupendously beautiful and enchanting image of the 
Lord in their hearts, the illustrious guests of honour took leave of the Lord to go their 
way (74). 


A ady aor yafodecedGades: sats: 
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khe vādyeşu dhvanatsu pramuditahrdayairdevavrndaih stuvadbhih 
varsadbhihpuspavrstim divi muninikarairidyamanah samantat | 
ramah syamah prasannasmitaruciramukhah süryakotipraka$ah 
sitasaumitrivatatmajamuniharibhih sevyamano vibhati i| 7511 


iti Srimadadhyatmaramayane umamahesvarasamvade yuddhakande 
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75. At the time when there was a rapturous and tumultuous cacophony of various 
musical instruments in the sky (heavens), the Gods jubilantly showered flowers from 
the sky as they were overwhelmed with ecstasy and joy; they joined to chant 
adulatory hymns in honour of Lord Ram with extreme devotion. 

Meanwhile on the ground, large groups of learned sages, hermits and seers 
stood everywhere and sang praises in honour of the Lord. 

Lord Sri Ram—who had a dark complexion, smiled pleasantly with a cheerful 
face, looked as splendorous, radiant and glorious as countless of suns shining 
together—was being served (attended) by Sita (his wife), Laxman (son of Sumitra, his 
younger brother), Hanuman (the son of the wind-god and his faithful devotee), many 
sages, seers and hermits, as well as the monkeys (who had come with the Lord on the 
plane). 

The Lord looked most charming and radiant, adorable and magnificent, 
elegant and stupendous (as he sat on the throne during the coronation ceremony, 
symbolizing his anointment as the Lord of all his subjects)! (75). 


[Note— The symbolism of Lord Ram's coronation as the King of Ayodhya is very 
clearly remarked in this verse—Lord Ram was now not only made a King of Ayodhya 
and charged with the responsibility of taking care of his subjects in this kingdom, but 
also as an Emperor of the world at large, both the mortal world on earth as well as the 
immortal world of the heaven. Nay, not only this, the Lord was anointed as the 
Supreme Lord of the entire creation of which the heavens and the earth and the nether 
worlds are the three divisions. Indeed it was so, as Lord Ram was none but Lord 
Vishnu in a human form, and Lord Vishnu is called the *Viraat Purush', the form of 
the Supreme Lord that has a cosmic dimension, as his rule extends to the farthest 
corners of this creation.] 


Thus ends Canto 15 of Yuddha / Lanka Kand of Adhyatma Ramayan that narrates the 
discourse that Lord Shiva gave to his divine consort, goddess Uma. 
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Section 21.3: Geetawali Ramayan 


Lanka Kand, verse nos. 17-23; Uttar Kand, verse no. 20 


This beautiful and concluding episode of the present Book titled ‘The Story of Ravana 
and the Epic War of Lanka’, which narrates Lord Ram’s triumphant return to 
Ayodhya, his warm and enthusiastic reception by Bharat and all the citizens, the 
festivities in the city to celebrate this happy occasion, and the Lord’s coronation as the 
King of Ayodhya, has been wonderfully narrated in Tulsidas’ classic version of the 
story of the Ramayana, viz. the *Geetawali Ramayan’. 

As the reader is well acquainted, we have been reading extensively from this 
classic all throughout our narrative, and so let us wind up this wonderful Story by 
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reading how these events are narrated in some selected verses of Geetawali Ramayan, 
for example, Lanka Kand, verse nos. 17-23, and Uttar Kand, verse no. 20. 


Sub-section 21.3.1: Geetawali Ramayan, Lanka Kand, verse nos.17-23: 


errem udlem 
WT SIRHTGNI 
(6 / 17) 





safe, amp PA sir fea Be | 
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ayodhyamem pratiksa 
raga asavari 


(6/17) 


avadhi aju kidhaum auro dina hvaihai. 

cadhi dhaurahara biloki dakhina disi, büjha dhaurh pathika kahamite aye vai 
haim..1.. 

bahuri bicari hari hiya socati, pulaki gata lage locana cvaihaim. 

nija basarani barasa puravaigo bidhi, mere taham' karata kathina krta 
vkaihaim.. 2.. 

bana raghubira, matu grha jivati, nilaja prana suni suni sukha svaihaim. 
tulasidasa mo-si kathora-cita kulisa salabhanjani ko hvaihai.. 3.. 


The Wait in Ayodhya for Lord Ram's return -I 


Verse no. 6/17—When the days of exile were almost over, mother Kaushalya became 
very anxious about Lord Ram's return. She broods and became pensive. She wonders: 
‘Why, does the period of exile end today, or are some more days left?’ 

Then going to the roof of her palace and looking southwards, she sights some 
pedestrians approaching the city. Seeing them, she orders one of her attandents to find 
out from where those people are coming (1). 


Then realising that the last day of the exile period is yet to come, her heart fills with 
gloom and despair, her body is thrilled, tears roll down her eyes, she feels distraught 
and speaks poignantly to herself, ‘It appears that the Vidhata (the Creator Brahma) 
shall count those fourteen years according to his own calculations (because, Brahma’s 
days are equivalent to hundreds of thousands of earth days, and so it appears that the 
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days are getting longer and longer, and the wait for Lord Ram seems not to come to 
an end). 
Verily, it’s a very long time for me to wait any longer (2). 


Oh, “Ram is in the forest and his mother enjoys the comforts of home"—now this 


shameless life of mine has to bear this ignominy for the rest of my life! Well, where 
else can there be a heartless and emotionless statue like that of me?’ (3). 


(6 / 18) 





ame, oa Waa fox è È | 
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all, aba rama-lasana kita hvai haim. 

citraküta tajyau tabatém na lahi sudhi, badhü-sameta kusala suta dvai haim.. 
1.. 

bari bayari, bisama hima-atapa sahi binu basana bhumitala svai haim. 
kanda-müla, phala-phüla asana bana, bhojana samaya milata kaise vaihaim.. 
2.. 

jinhahi biloki socihaim lata-druma, khaga-mrga-muni locana jala cvaihaim. 
tulasidasa tinhaki janani haurh, mo-si nithura-cita auro kahuni hvaihaim.. 3.. 


The Wait in Ayodhya for Lord Ram’s return -II 


Verse no. 6/18—[Kaushalya addresses one of her close confidantes—] ‘Oh Friend! 
Where would Ram and Laxman be at this moment (do you have any idea about it)? 
Ever since they left Chitrakoot, there is no news or information about them. Are my 
two sons alright with my daughter-in-law (Sita) ? (1). 

['Refer: Geetawali, Ayodhya Kand, verse no. 2/41—2/42.] 


They must be coping (bearing) with the vagaries of Nature: rain, wind, and extremes 
of cold and heat; they have no proper clothes to wear, and would be compelled to lie 
down on the bare ground without any cover. 

In the forest, only roots, stems, fruits and some varieties of edible flowers are 
available to eat, and that too are not available at all times (and easily), do they? (2). 


Even creepers and trees would be anguished and remorseful seeing their pathetic 
condition, while the birds, the animals, the sages and the hermits shed tears at their 
miseries and woes. But the greatest irony is this: I am their mother! Alas! Is there 
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anyone as stone-hearted as me? [To wit, even trees, animals and birds feel their pain; 
even sages and hermits shed tears for them. And here I am, their unfortunate 
mother—my eyes are dry of tears (because all have dried up), and my heart has turned 
into a stone (as it is benumbed with grief) so much so that I can't even wail and 


weep).]' (3). 


WT URS 
(6 / 19) 
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raga soratha 
(6/19) 


baithi saguna manavati mata. 

kaba aihaim mere bala kusala ghara, kahahu, kaga! phuri bata.. 1.. 
düdha-bhataki doni daihaum, sone conca marhaihaurn. 

jaba siya-sahita biloki nayana bhari rama-lasana ura laihaum.. 2.. 
avadhi samipa jani janani jiya ati atura akulani. 

ganaka bola'i, pàmya pari püchati prema magana mrdu bani.. 3.. 
tehi avasara ko'u bharata nikatatem samacara lai ayo. 
prabhu-agamana sunata tulasi mano mina marata jala payo.. 4.. 


The Wait in Ayodhya for Lord Ram’s return -IH 


Verse no. 6/19—[Mother Kaushalya sights a crow and talks with it. It is believed that 
when one eagerly awaits some news about a dear person and a crow comes to call and 
begins to crow, there is surely some good news coming in. It is an auspicious omen.] 


The mother looks for good omens. She says, ‘Oh crow! Tell me the truth: when shall 
my children come back home safely? (1). 


When I embrace my beloved Ram-Sita and Laxman and see them till my eyes are 
satisfied (1.e. see them to my heart's content), I shall feed you milk and rice, and get 
your beak decorated (plated) with gold." (2). 
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Then as the final days of exile draw nearer, she summons a soothsayer (an astrologer), 
and falling at his feet, overwhelmed as she was with sadness and emotions, she asks 
him to prophesize when Lord Ram is going to come back (3). 


Just at that time a messenger arrived from Bharat's place with the news of Lord Ram's 
arrival. 

Tulsidas says that as soon as she heard about Ram's arrival from his mouth, 
her condition was like a fish, on the verge of dying, but being restored to water just at 
the last moment (4). 


SET UNI 
(6 / 20) 
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raga gauri 
(6/20) 


chemakar'! bali, boli subani. 

kusala chéma siya rama-lasana kaba aihaim, amba! avadha rajadhani.. 1.. 
sasimukhi, kunkuma-barani, sulocani, mocani socani beda bakhani. 

devi! daya kari dehi darasaphala, jori pani binavahim saba rani.. 2.. 

suni sanehamaya bacana, nikata hvai, manjula mandala kai mararani. 
subha mangala ananda gagana-dhuni akani-akani ura-jarani jurani.. 3.. 
pharakana lage su'anga bidisi disi, mana prasanna, dukha-dasa sirani. 
karahim pranama saprema pulaki tanu, mani bibidha bali saguna sayani.. 4.. 
tehi avasara hanumana bharatasom kahi sakala kalyana-kahani. 

tulasidasa so'i caha sajivani bisama biyoga byatha badi bhani.. 5.. 


The Wait in Ayodhya for Lord Ram’s return -IV 
(Good Omen of the Red-faced Kite) 
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Verse no. 6/20—'Oh Chemakari (a red faced kite)! I sacrifice myself on you! Oh 
mother (“amba”)! Tell me with your auspicious and sweet voice when will Sita, Ram 
and Laxman come back hale and hearty to their capital city of Ayodhya’! (1). 

['Chémakari is a bird which when sighted and heard is considered very 
auspicious, a portender of good fortunes and happy tidings, and its sighting is a good 
omen. | 


Oh Goddess (devi)! Your face is like the moon (i.e. beautiful, charming, attractive), 
your countenance is red like ‘Sindoor’ (red colour put by women on the head between 
parted hairs and as a dot on the forehead as a sign of auspiciousness), and you have 
beautiful eyes. 

The Vedas have described you as the one who can give relief (freedom, 
succour) from all sorts of sorrows, agonies, worries and troubles). So please be kind 
and gracious to give us the benefit of your *Darshan' (auspicious sighting) and its 
attendent rewards (in the form of our seeing Ram, Sita and Laxman once again).’ 

All the queens pray to the bird in this manner (2). 


Hearing their affectionate prayers (or earnest words), that Kite came nearer and began 
circulating overhead in an auspicious circle. Hearing its auspicious, joyful voice 
which portended good omens, the heat of torments and woes in the heart of the queens 
subsided (3). 


Everyone in Ayodhya observed the Kite flying in a circle above the city. This kindled 
hope and joy amongst all the people. Everywhere, in all the directions, people 
experienced that parts of their bodies fluttered as an auspicious sign of some good that 
was about to happen. This filled their hearts and minds with joy and renewed hope, 
ending their sense of gloom and distress. 

Meanwhile, Kaushalya and other clever women like her grabbed on the hope 
that the auspicious signs provided them, and they made liberal vows and abundant 
promises of doing meritorious deeds (such as making sacrifices, charities, giving alms 
and donations etc.) if these signs actually fructify and bear results. They became 
thrilled, and prayed and bowed their heads to their respective deities and gods. (4). 


Just about this time, Hanuman came and conveyed all the good, happy and auspicious 
news (about Lord Ram's arrival). 

Tulsidas says that this ‘Sanjivani herb’ (in the shape of the good news of 
arrival of Lord Ram with Laxman and Sita) proved to be the rejuvenator of Bharat, 
and it destroyed all the terrible agonies, sorrows, anguish and torments caused by his 
separation from Lord Sri Ram’ (5). 

[ Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, all the verses that precede Doha no. 
3.] 


INAN amd 
IT Ast 
(6/21) 
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ayodhyamem ananda 
raga dhanasri 
(6/21) 


suniyata sagara sētu bamdhayo. 

kosalapatiki kusala sakala sudhi ko'u ika dita bharata paham lyayo.. 1.. 
badhyo biradha, trisira, khara-düsana surpanakhako rupa nasayo. 

hati kabandha, bala-andha bali dali, krpasindhu sugriva basayo.. 2.. 
saranagata apana'i bibhisana, ravana sakula samüla bahayo. 
bibudha-samaja nivaji, bamha dai, bandichora bara birada kahayo.. 3.. 
éka-ekasom samacara suni nagara loga jaham taham saba dhayo. 
ghana-dhuni akani mudita mayüra-jyom, burata jaladhi para-so payo.. 4.. 
'avadhi aju' yaurn kahata parasapara, begi bimana nikata pura ayo. 

utari anuja-anugani sameta prabhu gura-dvijagana sira nayo.. 5.. 

jo jehi joga rama tehi bidhi mili, sabake mana ati moda barhayo. 

bhenti matu, bharata bharatanuja, kyom kahaum prema amita anamayo.. 6.. 
tehi dina mrnibrnda anandita turata tilakako saja sajayo. 

maharaja raghubansa-nathako sadara tulasidasa guna gayo.. 7.. 


Rejoicing & Celebrations in Ayodhya when Lord Ram returned 


Verse no. 6/2] —Hearing the various events and stories related to the period of Lord 
Ram's sojourn in the forest, the citizens of Ayodhya said, *Why, it is heard that Lord 
Ram had constructed a bridge across the ocean! Some messenger had brought the 
news of Lord Ram's safety and welfare to Bharat (1). 


It is said that Lord Ram had slayed the demons Viraadh, Khar, Dushan and Trishira; 
deformed or mutilated Supernakha, killed Kabandh, and subjugating the proud Baali, 
he has made Sugriv the king of Kiskindha (2). 
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Then accepting Vibhishan, who had come to seek his refuge and protection, he had 
destroyed Ravana (the demon king) along with his kinsmen, thereby liberating the 
Gods from their eternal fear of Ravana, and proved his fame as ‘the liberator and 
protector of all’ (3).’ 


This news spread like wildfire, and the citizens ran happily, exhilarated and joyous 
like a peacock is when it hears the rumbling of the rain-bearing dark clouds, or a 
drowning man when he find the sea-shore (4). 


‘Today is the last day of exile’, they said, and almost as on cue, the plane! appeared 
over the sky near the city. 

Disembarking from it, Lord Ram and Laxman bowed their heads to their guru 
Vasistha and other Brahmins” (5). 

[ Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, Doha no. 4. 

The *plane' referred to here was called *Pushpak". It belonged to Kuber, the 
Gods' treasurer. Ravana had snatched it from him and kept it at Lanka. When it was 
time to come back from Lanka, Lord Ram had requested Vibhishan to bring this air- 
plane so that they can quickly return to Ayodhya by the path of the sky. Refer: Ram 
Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Doha no. 116—to Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha 
no. 119. 

?Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, Chaupai line nos. 2-5 that precede 
Doha no. 5.] 


Lord Ram met all according to their standing and status and filled their heart with 
joy’. Then he met Bharat, Shatrughan and mothers’. 

Tulsidas finds no words to describe the flood of emotions, love, affections and 
unfathomable joy that flowed at that moment (6). 

Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, Chaupai line nos. 3-75 that precede 
Doha no. 6. 

Here, ‘standing and status in the society’ not only means the heiarchial 
position of a particular person in society, but also the level of his love and devotion 
for the Lord as well as the depth of sorrow on separation from Lord Ram that he had 
experienced. However, the point to note is that the Lord met everyone with affection, 
and he did not discriminate between them based on their caste, creed or clan. Albeit, 
he showed a little bit of more affection by exchanging pleasantries with those whom 
the Lord felt had suffered the agony of his separation more than others. 

^Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, Chaupai line nos. 6 that precede Doha 
no. 5—to Chaupai line no. 2 that precede Doha no. 7.] 


The community of saints, sages and holy men immediately made arrangement for 
Lord Ram's coronation. 

Tulsidas also sings the song of Lord Ram's glories, and praises him according 
to his ability (7). 


WT SAA 
(6 / 22) 
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rajyabhiseka 
raga jaitasri 
(6/22) 


rana jiti rama ra'u a'e. 

sanuja sadala sasiya kusala aju, avadha ananda-badha'e.. 1.. 
aripura jari, ujari, mari ripu, bibudha subasa basa'e. 
dharani-dhenu, mahideva-sadhu, sabake saba soca nasa'e.. 2.. 
da'i lanka, thira thape bibhisana, bacana-piyusa pi'a'e. 

sudha sinci kapi, krpa nagara-nara-nari nihari ji'a'e.. 3.. 

mili gura, bandhu, matu, jana, parijana, bha'e sakala mana bha'e. 
darasa-harasa dasacari barasake dukha palamem bisara'e.. 4.. 
boli saciva suci, sodhi sudina, muni mangala-saja saja'e. 
maharaja-abhiseka barasi sura sumana nisana baja'e.. 5.. 

lai lai bhenta nrpa-ahipa-lokapati ati saneha sira na'e. 

puji, priti pahicani rama adare adhika, apana'e.. 6.. 

dana mana sanamani jani ruci, jacaka jana pahira'e. 

ga'e soka-sara sukhi, moda-sarita-samudra gaiira'e.. 7.. 
prabhu-pratapa-rabi ahita-amangala-agha-ulüka-tama ta'e. 
kiye bisoka hita-koka-kokanada loka sujasa subha cha'e.. 8.. 
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ramaraja kulakaja sumangala, sabani sabai sukha pa'e. 

dehim asisa bhümisura pramudita, praja pramoda barhayo.. 9.. 
asrama-dharama-bibhaga bedapatha pavana loga cala'e. 
dharama-nirata, siya-rama-carana-rata, manahu rama-siya-ja'e..10.. 
kamadhenu mahi, bitapa kamataru, ko'u bidhi bama na laye. 

te taba, aba tulasi te'u jinha hita sahita rama-guna gaye..11.. 


Coronation of Lord Sri Ram as the Monarch of Ayodhya-I 


Verse no. 6/22—[Verse nos. 6/22—6/23 describe the celebrations in Ayodhya when 
Lord Ram returned at the end of his fourteen years of forest exile period and 
achieving victory in his Lanka campaign. Preparations were made to crown him as the 
Monarch of the great kingdom of Ayodhya. 

The present verse no. 6/22, however, briefly describes these events: of the 
Lord’s victory at Lanka and its effects (stanza nos. 1-3), his warm welcome in 
Ayodhya, the celebrations that marked his arrival and his coronation as the kingdom’s 
Monarch (stanza nos. 3-8), and the glory of the great kingdom over which he ruled, its 
prosperity, its lawful citizens, the general happiness and well-being that prevailed on 
the earth during his time (stanza nos. 9-11). 

The same narration has been elaborately done in Tulsidas’ epic Ram Charit 
Manas, in its Uttar Kand, (i) from Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 3—to 
Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 20 that describe the Lord’s warm welcome 
at Ayodhya, the celebrations and his coronation; and (ii) from Chaupai line no. 7 that 
precedes Doha no. 20—to Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 24 that describe 
the glory of the kingdom of Ayodhya, its prosperity, the excellent characters of its 
citizens, and the general sense of happiness and well-being that pervaded on the 
serface of the earth. ] 


The Great King Ram has returned to Ayodhya after being victorious in the war (of 
Lanka). He is accompanied by his brother (Laxman), the army (of monkeys and 
bears), and Sita. That is why there are celebrations in Ayodhya’ (1). 

[ Refer: Geetawali, Lanka Kand, verse no. 6/23, stanza no. 1.] 


He (Lord Ram) has laid to waste and burnt to the ground the enemy's city (Lanka), 
thereby rehabilitating the Gods. 

All the distress, torments, horrors and agonies of earth (created by the cruelty 
of the demons), the cows (who represented harmless and docile creatures who were 
tyrannized by the demons), the Brahmins (the elderly human beings and the wise 
ones) and Sadhus (pious and saintly people who were the object of cruelty unleashed 
by the demons) have been dispelled? (2). 

[ Refer: (a) Geetawali, Lanka Kand, verse no. 6/16, stanza no. 4; (b) Ram 
Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Doha no. 103.] 


He has given the kingdom of Lanka to Vibhishan, installing him as a permanent king 
of that place), and after reviving the dead monkeys (in the battle-field) by the rain of 
life-giving divine nectar (Amrit)', he has come and given a new lease of life by 
glancing lovingly, mercifully and benevolently at the men and women of Ayodhya? 


(3). 
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Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-6 that precede 
Doha no. 106. 

^Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-8 that precede 
Doha no. 114. 

‘Ram Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, Chaupai line nos. 4-8 that precede Doha no. 
6.] 


Guru (Vasistha) brothers (Bharat, Shatrughan), mothers (Kaushalya, Sumitra and 
Kaikeyi), servants and kinsman met Lord Ram and all their wishes were fulfilled°-— 
they forgot the sufferings of fourteen years of separation on seeing their Lord once 
again (4). 

[Ram Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, from Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha 
no. 5—to Doha no. 8 that describe Lord Ram meeting everyone at Ayodhya, viz. his 
Guru, brothers and mothers; and Chaupai line nos. 1-2 that precede Doha no. 10 that 
specifically says that Lord Ram went and met Kaikeyi to remove traces of ill-will and 
help mutual rapprochement and reconcilation.] 


Sage Vasistha summoned Sumantra and other ministers who had wisdom and noble 
thoughts, and ordered them to find out an auspicious day and time, as well as collect 
all the needed materials that are required for the auspicious occasion of the coronation 
ceremony of Lord Ram’. 

At the time of Lord Ram's coronation, Gods showered flowers and sounded 
trumpets and other musical instruments to celebrate this happy occasion? (5). 

[Ram Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, Doha no. 10 and Chaupai line nos. 4-8 that 
precede it. 

ŝRam Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, Chaupai line nos. 4-8 and Chanda line nos. 
1-2 that precede Doha no. 12.] 


All the invited kings, knights, land-lords, nobles, grandees and lok-patis (a title 
similar to a king) had assembled on the auspicious occasion of the coronation of Lord 
Ram. They offered various gifts on the occasion, and bowed their heads. Lord Ram 
gave them full due respect, and accepted their offerings’ (6). 

[ Refer: Geetawali, Lanka Kand, verse no. 6/23, stanza no. 3 herein below.] 


Then he donated liberally and respectfully to alms-seekers and Brahmins according to 
their wishes and desires, satisfying them to the full". This dried up their pond of 
distress, as it were, (1.e. all their wants and desires were removed), and the river and 
ocean of happiness became deep (i.e. they all became deeply contented) (7). 

[ "Ram Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, (i) Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha 
no. 12; (ii) Chaupai line no. 10 that precedes Doha no. 15.] 


The owl of sins, vices and darkness representing malevolence and un-holiness, 
disappeared. The Chakva-Chakvi (a pair of birds symbolising pure quality of love) 
and the Lotus (symbolising pureness and detachment) became free of distress. 

The fame of Lord Ram spread throughout the world! (8). 

[ Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes 
Doha no. 22.] 
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{The following stanzas, nos. 9-11, describe in brief the glory and the majesty of the 
reign of Lord Ram. Refer also to: (a) Geetawali, Uttar Kand, verse no. 7/1; and (b) 
Ram Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, from Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 20— 
to Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 24.} 


In the reign of Lord Ram, the entire world remained holy and incorrupt. All the living 
beings enjoyed all possible types of joy, happiness and comfort. And the Brahmins 
used to give their blessings for the prosperity of the citizens (9). 


Lord Ram divided the society according to the sanctions of the Vedas into various 
‘Ashrams’ (segments of life), and made the people follow this sanctified way of life". 
All the people were righteous and noble in their conduct" as if they were all born 
from Lord Ram himself (10). 

[ "Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, Doha no. 20; Chaupai line no. 3 that 
precedes Doha no. 21. 

There are four *Ashrams" in Hindu society. The life of a Hindu man is divided 
into four segments or sections of roughly twenty-five years each. These are called the 
‘Ashrams’. They are the following—(a) Brahmacharya—this is the Ist phase of life in 
which a person studies the scriptures under the tutelage of a wise teacher. This phase 
of life is marked by austerities, keeping of vows, observing celibacy, abstinence and 
continence as well as leading a regimental life style of a boarding school. (b) 
Grihasta—when a person has studied and prepared himself to face the world, he 
comes back to his house and enters the 2nd phase called Grihasta Ashram which is a 
householder’s life. He marries, raises a family, produces wealth and helps to carry 
forward the cycle of creation. This is the most important and enjoyable phase as well 
as the most tough one because on the one hand there are the comforts and pleasure of 
the world to be enjoyed, and on the other hand there are the various tribulations and 
miseries of a family life alongside the dealings with this deceptive world with all its 
accompanying horrifying problems. (c) Vanprastha—this is the 3rd phase when a man 
hands over the responsibilities of the world to his heirs and renounces his attachments 
to the house as well as the world, and heads for the forest, leaving the home for his 
next generation. It is now that he goes on pilgrimage and prepares for the final stage 
of his life, and (d) Sanyas—this is the 4th and last stage of life when there is complete 
cutting-off of all the ties with the world, spending time in contemplation and 
mediation, living a life of total renunciation, and begging for food for survival while 
single mindedly endeavouring for emancipation and salvation. This phase of Sanyas 
also has many stages depending upon the spiritual elevation and accomplishments of 
the aspirant, viz. Kutichak, Bahudak, Hansa, Paramhans, Turiyatit and Avadhut. 

PRam Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 
21.] 


The earth became like the mythical Kamdhenu cow" (i.e. the earth provided all the 
necessities of life and there was an abundance of everything), and the trees were like 
the mythical Kalpa Tree (the all wishful-filling tree of the Gods that gave abundance 
of fruits, flowers, seeds, vegetables, shade, wood for buildings, and firewood). The 
Creator was benevolent towards all". 

Tulsidas says this was (with respect to stanza nos. 7-10) true not only then, but 
even today—all those who devote themselves selflessly to Lord Ram, get the same 
happiness as that prevailed in the time of Lord Ram himself (11). 
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['“Geetawali, Lanka Kand, verse no. 6/23, stanza no. 5; verse no. 6/23, stanza no. 
5; Uttar Kand, verse no. 7/1, stanza no. 3. 

"Refer: (a) Geetawali, Uttar Kand, verse no. 7/1, stanza no. 3; (b) Ram Charit 
Manas, Uttar Kand, Doha no. 23 along with Chaupai line nos. 1-10 that precede it.] 
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raga tori 


(6/23) 


aju avadha ananda-badhavana, ripu rana jiti rama a'e. 

saji subimana nisana bajavata mudita deva dekhana dha'e.. 1.. 
ghara-ghara caru cauka, candana-mani, mangala-kalasa sabani sajé. 
dhvaja-pataka, torana, bitanabara, bibidha bhamti bajana bajé.. 2.. 
rama-tilaka suni dipa dipake nrpa a'e upahara liye. 

siyasahita asina sinhasana nirakhi joharata harasa hiye.. 3.. 
mangalagana, bedadhuni, jayadhuni, muni-asisa-dhuni bhuvana bharé. 
barasi sumana sura-sid'dha prasansata, sabake saba santapa hare.. 4.. 
rama-raja bha'i kamadhenu mahi, sukha sampada loka cha'e. 

janama janama janakinathake gunagana tulasidasa gaye.. 5.. 


Coronation of Lord Sri Ram as the Monarch of Ayodhya-II 


Verse no. 6/23—The Great King Lord Sri Ram has won victory over the enemy and 
has come back. This is why there is rejoicing, merriment, festivities and celebrations 
in Ayodhya’. 

The Gods have decorated their beautiful aerial vehicles, and playing their 
musical instruments, they are rushing forward, happily and cheerfully as they are 
exhilarated to see him (Sri Ram) back in Ayodhya and become its King-Emperor’ (1). 


2198 


[ Refer: Geetawali, Lanka Kand, verse no. 6/22, stanza no. 1; Uttar Kand, 
verse no. 7/23. 
?Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, Doha no. 11, ga.] 


In every household of the city, attractive ritualistic designs shaped like squares and 
rectangles have been painted on the ground with a paste made out of sandal-wood, 
and these have been decorated with gems to enhance their beauty. 

Everyone has put up auspicious and colourful flags, banners, buntings, arches 
and other celebratory paraphernalia, while various types of musical instruments are 
being played here and there, everywhere, in the city? (2). 

['Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-4 that precede 
Doha no. 9.] 


Hearing about the coronation of Lord Sri Ram, kings, knights, nobles and grandees 
from far-off and nearby continents and islands have come, carrying with them gifts 
for the Lord’. 

Seeing him (Sri Ram) on throne alongside Sita, they pay their respects to him 
in a most delightful and cheerful manner. All of them are exhilarated in their hearts 
upon seeing the Lord on the throne (of Ayodhya) (3). 

[ Refer: Geetawali, Lanka Kand, verse no. 6/22, stanza no. 6.] 


All the abodes of the city, and by extension, all the corners of the realm and the world, 
are reverberating with auspicious and delightful songs, chanting of the Vedic hymns, 
and the applause and blessings of sages, hermits and seers’. 

The Gods and Siddhas (mystics, those who possess special powers) shower 
flowers and praise the Lord’. 

The Lord, on his part, has removed all the sorrows and miseries of everyone’. 


(4). 

['Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes 
Doha no. 12. 

*Refer: (a) Ram Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, Chaupai line no. 8 and Chanda line 
nos. 1-2 that precede Doha no. 12; and (b) Geetawali, Lanka Kand, verse no. 6/22, 
stanza no. 5. 

"Lord Ram ensured that everyone was happy and contented. No sorrow or 
grief of any kind was allowed to survive in Ayodhya once the Lord ascended the 
throne. Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, Doha no. 21 along with Chaupai line 
nos. 5-8 that precede it. ] 


The earth has become like a Kamdhenu cow’ (i.e. it gives all the desired yields in the 
form of crops, fruits, flowers, rainfall, minerals, gems, wealth and prosperity) in the 
reign of Sri Ram, and happiness and prosperity has spread over all the Lokas 
(worlds). 

Tulsidas says that he has been singing the glories, the virtues, the great fame 
and the great deeds of the Lord of Sita (i.e. Sri Ram) in all the births he has taken (5). 

Refer: Geetawali, Lanka Kand, verse no. 6/22, stanza no. 11; verse no. 6/23, 
stanza no. 5; Uttar Kand, stanza no. 3. 

?Refer: (a) Geetawali, Uttar Kand, verse no. 7/1, stanza no. 1; (b) Ram Charit 
Manas, Uttar Kand, from Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 20—to Chaupai 
line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 24.] 
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Sub-section 21.3.2: Geetawali Ramayan, Uttar Kand, verse no. 20: 
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dipamalika 
raga asavari 


(7/20) 


samjha samaya raghubira-puriki sobha aju bani. 

lalita dipamalika bilokahim hita kari avadhadhani.. 1.. 
phatika-bhita-sikharana-para rajati kancana-dipa-ani. 

janu ahinatha milana ayo mani-sobhita sahasaphani.. 2.. 
prati mandira kalasanipara bhrajahim manigana duti apani. 
manahuni pragati bipula lohitapura patha'i diye avani.. 3.. 
ghara ghara mangalacara ekarasa harasita ranka-gani. 
tulasidasa kala kirati gavahim, jo kalimala-samani.. 4.. 


Ayodhya Decorated with Lights to Welcome Lord Ram Back Home. 


Verse no. 7/20—[It is a generally held traditional view that the festival of Diwali has 
its origin in Lord Sri Ram's victorious return to Ayodhya. In days when there was no 
electricity, earthern lamps were used to decorate and lighten up the city. Diwali is 
held roughly sometimes during late October till November. This current verse no. 
7/20 describes the occasion when the city of Ayodhya was brightly illuminate and 
decorated wonderfully with variety of lamps for the first time after Lord Ram returned 
to the city at the end of his fourteen years sojourn in the forest during which period he 
had overcome the cruel demons. 

Lord Ram's arrival and the subsequent illumination of Ayodhya in a 
magnificent way to celebrate this joyous occasion coincided with the time this 
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“Festival of Diwali” (or the ‘Festival of Lights’) is traditionally observed today, and 
ever since that time it has become a national festival of India. It signifies that ‘light 
always overcomes darkness’, for this festival is centered on the lighting of lamps in 
every home as well as at public places during the night: the ‘darkness of the night’ 
symbolizes all that is negative and evil, and the cause of fear in the minds of people 
about imaginary ghosts that stand for spiritual and temporal problems, that albeit have 
no substance but still seem real, and the ‘bright light of the lamps’ that eliminate this 
darkness to illuminate each single individual’s home, symbolizing his or her 
individual inner self, to help remove all fears arising out of evil and sins and gloomy 
thoughts, and instead infuse hope and cheer and enlightenment in life. 

The title of this verse is “Deep-Malika” (dipamalika) which means ‘a garland 
of lighted earthen lamps’. It is because hundreds of lighted lamps are placed on roof- 
tops and in front of homes and everywhere else in rows that surround any given place, 
giving the impression of a string of lighted lamps that resemble garlands. In fact, the 
whole city of Ayodhya looked, from the sky during the night, as if it was draped in 
uncountable numbers of large and small garlands consisting of beads of glittering 
gems that illuminated the whole place like hundreds and thousands of glow-worms 
arranged in systematic rows. ] 


Today evening, there are lot of grand festivities and joyous celebrations marked with 
grandeur, pomp, pageantry, magnificence and euphoria in the capital city (Ayodhya) 
of Raghubir (Lord Sri Ram). 

The Lord of Ayodhya (avadhadhanl) is enjoying the sights of Dipawali 
celebrations (called ‘the Festival of Lights’.] (1). 


Golden lamps made of crystal, that have been arranged on walls of individual homes 
and public buildings, look so majestic and fantastic as if a thousand hooded legendary 
serpent called Sheshnath, who has a Mani (gem) on each of his hoods, has come to 
meet Lord Sri Ram (and offer his tributes to the Lord) (2). 


Glittering gems on the top of spires (steeples and domes) of every palace (or 
household) look so radiant and splendorous as if many ‘Mars’ (or auspicious worlds) 
have been created and sent (by the Creator) to the earth (to adorn the city by their 
magnificence and light to celebrate Lord Ram’s coming back to Ayodhya, and the 
restoration of peace and happiness in the world after the elimination of the demons 
and their tyranny) (3). 


There are auspicious hymns being sung in every household of the city, while the rich 
and the poor are equally euphoric and participating in the celebrations. 

Tulsidas says that he sings the auspicious and holy deeds, the glories, the great 
virtues and famed legend of Lord Sri Ram which is capable of destroying 
(eliminating) all the sins, evils and vices, along with their effects, during the era of 
Kaliyug (the present times that are rife with these spiritual problems) (4). 
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Chapter 22 
The Whole Story of the “Ramayana” 


Recapitulated and Told Quickly in a ‘Fast Motion’ mode 


We have finished our reading of this most marvelous, wonderful and fascinating 
"Story of Ravana and the Epic War of Lanka"; it’s enchanting as well as enthralling. 


Now, before we ring the curtain down on this absorbing and mesmerizing classical 
Story, let us quickly read the epic, the classical, and the universally acclaimed “Story 
of the Ramayana’, which actually is the “Story of the Life and Time of Lord Ram", in 
its entirety, but here we shall adopt a ‘Brisk’ and a ‘Fast-Forward Mode’ to do so, 
which would be in sharp contrast with the general *Slow Motion' style adopted while 
going through our narrative in the main body of this Book. 


For this purpose, once again, we shall rely on an authentic book, a reliable source, 
where we can find a brisk narration of the wonderful Story of Lord Ram, also known 
as the Story of the Ramayana, and nowhere else has this glorious Story been narrated 
in a more beautiful and succinct style than in Goswami Tulsidas' renowned classic 
“Ram Charit Manas’, the book that we have primarily relied upon in our main Text. 


Hence, let us now quote verbatim from Ram Charit Manas, Uttar Kand, Chaupai line 
no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 64—to Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 68 as 
follows: 


Game sre sr erdt Werte WW Hela TEA d 9 N 
YA ARE Ht Ale STANT | Haha SR Was ATR N 2 UI 


prathamahim ati anuraga bhavani. ramacarita sara kahesi bakhani. 7. 
puni narada kara moha apara. kahesi bahuri ravana avatara. 8. 


[Lord Shiva, who is the original narrator of this divine story pertaining to sage 
Kaagbhusund's narration for the benefit of Garud as indicated earlier from Chaupai 
line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 52—to Doha no. 55, told Parvati, his divine consort 
who was also known by the name of Uma, as follows:- ] 


‘Oh Bhavani (one of the many names of Parvati, the divine consort of Shiva)! 
Kaagbhusund thus began his narration of the sacred story of Lord Ram with great 
reverence. In the beginning he most affectionately described the symbolic lake that 
contains the nectar of the divine story of Lord Ram that narrates the Lord's many 
deeds and the sportly activities that he undertook during his manifestation as a human 
being (ramacarita sara)!. (7) 
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Then he described the way Narad was deluded under the influence of the 
Lord's Maya (delusion-creating powers)’, and this was followed by the story of the 
birth of Ravana (the king of the demon race and the ruler of their capital Lanka)’. (8) 


[ Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Doha no. 34—to Chaupai line no. 6 that 
precedes Doha no. 40. 


?Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, from Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha 
no. 124—to Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 139. 

Narad was very proud of his pedigree as he was the son of the Creator 
Brahma, was a great, learned and wise saint and sage, was very close to Lord Vishnu, 
and was one of the most trusted devotees of the Lord. The Lord wished to remove his 
sense of pride and ego, and make his realise that all the virtues he possesses are due to 
the Lord's grace upon him. So the Lord spread his maverick Maya, delusion and the 
funny tricks that it plays, on him. Narad, who had always prided himself for his self- 
control and restraint over his sensual organs, fell in the trap of loving a girl and 
deciding to marry her at all costs. Lord Vishnu stage-managed the entire episode in 
such a way that when Narad could not fulfil his dreams he cursed Lord Vishnu, the 
very Lord who was his revered God and to whom he had vowed submission and 
devotion for life. Finally, when the Lord withdrew the shadow of his Maya, Narad 
realised his horrible mistake and begged the Lord for forgiveness. 


*Refer: The story of Ravana and the birth of the demon race have been described in 
detail in Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, from Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha 
no. 153—to Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes Doha no. 184.] 


WS] saan enm ah as (ge fag aha enu m$ 


prabhu avatara katha puni gā'ī. taba sisu carita kahesi mana la". 9. 


After explaining the cause for the Supreme Lord's decision to assume a human form 
as Lord Ram (to eliminate the horrors caused to earth and all living beings by the 
demons led by Ravana)', Kaagbhusund sang the story of the Lord's incarnation 
(descent upon the earth), and then he devoted his mind to recount cheerfully and with 
great interest the joy and the fun of the time when the Lord was a child, and the many 
happy events of that period associated with the childhood days in the life of the Lord’. 


(9) 


[ Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, from Doha no. 192—to Chaupai line no. 1 
that precedes Doha no. 206. 

Ravana spread terror in the entire universe—he spared neither the Gods in 
heaven nor the creatures on earth. Finally, fed-up and tormented endlessly, Mother 
Earth and all other Gods prayed to Lord Vishnu, the Supreme Being, to provide them 
help and succour. The Lord promised them that he would come down to earth himself 
to eliminate this scourage. 


?Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 
191—to Doha no. 205. 
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See Doha no. 64 herein below. 

Kaagbhusund was deeply absorbed in the narration so much so that his body 
was thrilled, his heart was filled with joy and affection for the Lord, and his mind was 
exhilarated. | 


ao. srerafia enfe fafafa fate wa ae wc 39m | 
Re amer mè at sira fares n 8» u 


doha. 


balacarita kahi bibidhi bidhi mana mahanř parama uchaha. 
risi agavana kahesi puni Sriraghubira bibaha. 64. 


As Kaagbhusund narrated the many events associated with the childhood days of Lord 
Ram, he was exceedingly ecstastic in his Mana (heart and mind). He narrated the 
various pranks, joys and episodes during the childhood days of Lord Ram. 

Then he narrated the story of sage Vishwamitra's arrival (at Ayodhya and 
taking Lord Ram and his younger brother Laxman with him to his hermitage with the 
aim of getting rid of the demons who were defiling his fire sacrifice)’, 

This was followed by the narration of the events that culminated in Lord 
Ram's marriage (with Sita at J anakpur). (Doha no. 64) 


['Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 
206—to Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 210. 

Sage Vishwamitra's fire sacrifice was repeatedly defiled by the demons. 
Though the sage could have destroyed these demons himself but he desisted from 
doing so as becoming angry and killing someone during the progress of a fire sacrifice 
would have disrupted it and nullified its good effects. So he decided to go to Ayodhya 
and bring Lord Ram and Laxman to protect his rituals and punish the demons. 

King Dasrath was initially reluctant, but his chief priest, sage Vashistha, 
prevailed upon him and advised him to do what sage Vishwamitra wished. At the 
sage's hermitage, the Lord slayed the army of demons and helped Vishwamitra to 
successfully complete his sacrifice. 


?Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, from Chaupai line no. 9 that precedes Doha 
no. 210—to Doha no. 353. 

The sage was very obliged and happy. He wanted to express his thanks to king 
Dasrath as well as reward Lord Ram and establish his fame in the whole world. So he 
took the two brothers to Janakpur where a bow-breaking ceremony was being held. It 
was to be attended by all the mighty kings and princes on earth at that time, and its 
objective was to marry Sita, the beautiful princess of the kingdom, to anyone who was 
able to break a ‘bow’. This ‘bow’ was not an ordinary one; it was extremely heavy 
and strong as it belonged to Lord Shiva some time in the past. So it was not a joke to 
even lift it from its place in the ground, forget about bending it and breaking it! 

All the assembled competitors failed—individually as well as in huge 
groups—to as much as move the bow by an inch. It was then that Lord Ram, on the 
instructions of sage Vishwamitra, lifted and broke the bow easily in front of the whole 
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assembly. He thus became eligible to marry Sita. Later on, all the three brothers of 
Lord Ram, i.e. Laxman, Bharat and Shatrughan, too were married to other sisters of 
Sita at the same venue. | 


"dio. ARR Te state WT OP To eT TSE ATT g Ul 
yara cht fate aaar | cHete ATH cheat HATET I 2 UI 


caupal. 


bahuri rama abhiseka prasanga. puni nrpa bacana raja rasa bhanga. 1. 
purabasinha kara biraha bisada. kahési rama lachimana sambada. 2. 


Then Kaagbhusund narrated the plans for anointing Lord Ram as Prince-Regent of the 
kingdom of Ayodhya by his father Dasrath, and the sudden interruption of the 
ceremonies due to his father's pledges given to his step mother Kaikeyi!. (1) 

Then he described the profound sorrows and agonies of the residents of Ayodhya 
when they learnt that their beloved Lord Ram is being exiled for fourteen years’. 

This was followed by the conversation between Lord Ram and his brother 
Laxman (who refused to stay back and insisted that he would accompany the Lord to 
the forest)’. (2) 


['Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha 
no. 2—to Doha no. 40. 

King Dasrath of Ayodhya wanted to crown Lord Ram on the throne of the 
kingdom. But if that happened, the main purpose of the Lord coming down to earth as 
a human being, viz. to eliminate the cruel demons and to bless the countless sages and 
hermits who had been doing severe Tapa, i.e. enduring so much hardship in order to 
attain the Lord, would be in doldrums. Because to achieve this objective it was 
necessary for Lord Ram to wonder in the forest so that he could go and mingle with 
the sages and hermits and ascetics who lived isolated lives in secluded places strewn 
all over the countless forests. Then he had to eliminate Ravana keeping in mind the 
parameters of the boon that Brahma had granted him—and one implied immunity was 
that he could not be killed by an army of humans. 

As a king of Ayodhya, even if Lord Ram wanted to fight Ravana to eliminate him 
it would not have been possible for him to do it alone, for he would be obliged to take 
an army along. That would defeat the very purpose as it would be against Brahma’s 
boon for Ravana, and so the latter would have survived no matter how invincible Lord 
Ram's army might have been. The Lord must do it single-handedly to comply with 
the restrictions imposed by Brahma’s boon for Ravana’s death. 

Hence, it was absolutely essential that some sort of obstacle is created and the 
Lord would be free to go to the forest to bless the many sages, hermits and ascetics 
who were waiting for him, and to move ahead to eliminate the demons in their own 
fort. This is the reason why the Lord used his famous Maya to create a situation where 
he was forced to a fourteen year exile. 

Kaikeyi agreed to bear the ignominy for the rest of her life by becoming 
instrumental in the great Game that the Lord of the World decided to play, if that 
served the Lord’s purpose! So she prevailed upon her husband, king Dasrath, to send 
the Lord to the forest. No one ever realised the immense personal sacrifice that 


2205 


Kaikeyi had made in this connection; everyone blamed her, even her own son Bharat 
never talked with her for the rest of his life. This is clearly said in Tulsidas’ book 
*Geetawali", Uttar Kand, verse no. 37. 

Only Lord Ram had known and acknowledged this secret of Kaikeyi’s personal 
sacrifice, and he had always shown her the same respect that he had for her prior to 
the event of his being sent to the forest exile at her behest. Refer: Ram Charit Manas, 
Uttar Kand, line no. 4 of Doha no. 6; and Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line no. 7 that 
precedes Doha no. 244 where the Lord made it a point to especially meet Kaikeyi and 
show his respect to her. 


^Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 
46—to Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 51. 

The subjects of Ayodhya loved Lord Ram very dearly. And so when the news 
spread that he was going to the forest, the whole city plunged in gloom and grief. 


*Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 
70—to Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 76. 

When Laxman, the Lord’s younger brother, heard about the entire episode, he 
decided firmly that he would accompany him to the forest. The Lord initially tried to 
reason with him and persuade him to stay at home, but when he saw his determination 
he gave his consent. ] 


ferfürt Tat hae stm | gR sat Fara Warm d 3 I 
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bipina gavana kevata anuraga. surasari utari nivasa prayaga. 3. 
balamika prabhu milana bakhana. citrakuta jimi base bhagavana. 4. 


Then Kaagbhusund narrated how Lord Ram departed for the forest (for fourteen 
years)’. 

This was followed by the narration of the Lord meeting the boatman known as 
Kevat, and the latter's devotion and honour for the Lord. Then the Lord crossed the 
river Ganges on a boat rowed by the boatman’. 

After crossing river Ganges, the Lord stopped at many places till he reached a 
place called Prayag (which is situated on the confluence of the three holy rivers, 
Ganges, Jamuna and Saraswati) where he stayed for some time (in the hermitage of 
sage Bharadwaj) before resuming his journey onwards’. (3) 

Thereafter, Kaagbhusund described the meeting between sage Valmiki and Lord 
Ram‘, and how the Lord stayed at Chitrakoot’. (4) 


['Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, from Doha no. 79—to Chaupai line no. 2 
that precedes Doha no. 100. 

King Dasrath sent his chief minister, named Sumantra, with a chariot to pick 
up Lord Ram, Sita and Laxman as they walked towards the gate of the city to embark 
on their onwards journey to the forest. The three boarded this chariot in order to make 
a quick exit, but the grieving and weeping citizens thronged it and ran behind it from 
all sides, slowing its speed to a slow crawl. The Lord felt extremely pitiful and was 


2206 


overwhelmed with sadness, but did not know what to do. Eventually he had to tell 
Sumantra to take him out quietly in the darkness of the night when the tired citizens 
were sleeping on the ground. When they all woke up the next morning and found that 
the Lord had gone, they lamented grieviously but had no choice except to return home 
and wait for the Lord’s coming back at the end of the exile period. 

Later on, Lord Ram asked Sumantra to return as well because they had 
reached the banks of the river Ganges, and the Lord had to cross it to the other side. 


^Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 
100—to Doha no. 102. 

To cross the river Ganges, Lord Ram asked the boatman to bring his boat, but the 
latter insisted that he be allowed to first wash the holy feet of the Lord before he took 
him on board his boat. The Lord obliged him, and the most fortunate boatman had the 
privilege of washing the Lord’s holy feet and distributing this sanctified water to his 
entire clan that would help them all to attain liberation from their humdrum existence. 

?Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, from Doha no. 104—to Doha no. 
109. 

Lord Ram reached Prayag, the holy place where three sacred rivers Ganga, 
Yamuna and Saraswati meet. He bathed there and went to the hermitage of sage 
Bharadwaj before moving ahead and going to the next hermitage, that of sage 
Valmiki. 

“Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes 
Doha no. 124—to Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 132. 

Sage Valmiki was one of the greatest sages of the time. It was he who would pen 
the divine story of Lord Ram in his epic known world-wide as the famous 
“Ramayana”. It was at his hermitage that Sita spent her last days and where Lord 
Ram's twin sons Lava and Kush were born. 

During Lord Ram's communion with Valmiki, the sage had described some 
symbolic places where Lord Ram should reside. These places have immense spiritual 
significance as they advise a person to know how to attain the Lord in an easy and 
accessible way. Valmiki then advised Lord Ram to go to Chitrakoot and live there for 
some time before resuming his onwards journey. 

‘Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, from Doha no. 132—to Chaupai line 
no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 142. 

Chitrakoot was the first place where Lord Ram abided for some time in peace 
with his wife Sita and brother Laxman after leaving his capital Ayodhya. It was here 
that Bharat would come to try to persuade the Lord to return. This place was very 
beautiful with green forests and a river with its streams with sparkling clean waters. 
The place was inhabitated by many sages, hermits and ascetics who benefited 
spiritually by the Lord's residence amidst them.] 
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kari nrpa kriya sanga purabasi. bharata ga'e jaham prabhu sukha ras. 6. 
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The chief minister of the kingdom (named Sumantra, who was sent by King Dasrath 
to accompany Lord Ram on a chariot during his departure from Ayodhya, with a 
mandate to try to persuade the Lord to return) came back to the capital (empty- 
handed, after dropping Lord Ram, his wife Sita and brother Laxman in the forest at a 
place where the borders of the kingdom of Ayodhya ended)". 

When the King (Dasrath, the father of Lord Ram) heard that the minister has 
come back alone (which implied that Lord Ram, Laxman and Sita hadn’t returned), he 
died out of shock and grief”. 

Then Kaagbhusund narrated Bharat’s arrival back home (as he had been away at 
his maternal grandfather’s place during the entire episode of Lord Ram being sent to 
exile by his crooked mother Kaikeyi)’, and described in different ways about Bharat’s 
expression of undiluted and abundant feeling of love and affection for Lord Ram”. (5) 

Bharat performed his father's last rites’, and accompanied by the residents of 
Ayodhya he went to Chitrakoot where Lord Ram resided at that time (to bring him 
back)°. (6) 


['Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, (i) Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha 
no. 94—to Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 100; and (ii) Chaupai line no. 4 
that precedes Doha no. 142—to Doha no. 147. 

King Dasrath had sent his most trusted minister named Sumantra on a chariot to 
pick up the Lord from the outskirts of the city and take him to a far corner of the 
kingdom so that his words given to Kaikeyi could be fulfilled to some extent. Then, 
when they reach some far corner of the kingdom or some natural boundary such as a 
river or a mountain range, Sumantra was instructed to try to persuade the Lord to 
return home. But it so happened that the Lord refused, and he sent Sumantra back to 
Ayodhya. He returned with a heavy heart and a shamed face. 


^Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 
148—to Doha no. 155. 

When the king learnt that Sumantra has returned empty-handed, he grieved and 
died of agony of separation from Lord Ram. 


?Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 
157—1o Doha no. 158. 

The throne of Ayodhya now lay vacant. So the chief priest named Vashistha sent 
a messenger and summoned Bharat and his younger brother Shatrughan who were at 
their maternal grandfather's place at that time. When the news reached Bharat and he 
saw the sombre face of the messengers, he became apprehensive that something was 
surely wrong. He packed up and came back to Ayodhya immediately, only to discover 
a city plunged in gloom and grieving gravely. 


“Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, (i) Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes Doha 
no. 160—to Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 169; and (11) Chaupai line no. 1 
that precedes Doha no. 177—to Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 184. 

Back home, Bharat came to know all about the nasty things that had unfolded in 
the household: his beloved brothers Ram and Laxman along with his sister-in-law Sita 
were sent to exile at the behest of his crooked mother Kaikeyi, and his father Dasrath 
was dead. Stunned and flummoxed beyond measure, he vehemently cursed his mother 
and wailed and grieved for the loss of Lord Ram, Laxman, Sita and Dasrath. 
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By all his words and actions Bharat made it amply clear to all that he had no role 
in this sad development, and that no one should ever question his integrity, and his 
loyalty and love for Lord Ram. 


‘Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 
170—to Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 171. 

However, many things had to be done now. First was the necessity of performing 
the last rites of king Dasrath whose body had been embalmed earlier. So Bharat did 
this ritual himself. 


°Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 
183—to Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 241. 

Then a royal court was held to decide the next course of action: who would sit on 
the throne? Though everyone felt that Bharat should fill the gap and accept the crown 
at least as a temporary measure till the time Lord Ram came back at the end of his 
fourteen years of exile, but he flatly refused, saying that the crown and the throne 
rightly belonged to Lord Ram and he has nothing to do with it. He declared his 
intention of going to the forest and bringing the Lord back. This decision by him 
made him dear of the masses and removed all doubts in the mind of the citizens about 
Bharat’s integrity. A huge party was assembled and the procession went to Chitrakoot 
in the forest where Lord Ram abided at that time. ] 
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Lord Ram consoled Bharat and explained the complexities of the situation to him in 
all possible ways (and finally managed to convince Bharat that it is in the best of 
interests of all that the Lord be allowed to complete his term of fourteen years in the 
forest, and in the meantime Bharat could use Lord Ram's footwear as his symbolic 
presence in Ayodhya). 

Thereafter, Bharat returned to Ayodhya bringing with him Lord Ram's sandals 
(a wooden footwarey. (7) 

Kaagbhusund described the way Bharat lived at Ayodhya. [Bharat had put 
these sandals on the throne of Ayodhya, and he himself retired to a place on the 
outskirts of the city to lead an austre life like that of a hermit.]° 

He then continued with his narration, describing the episode involving the son 
of the King of Gods (Indra; the son's name was Jayant)”. 

He then described the meeting between Lord Ram and sage Atri’. (8) 


['Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, (i) Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha 
no. 304—to Doha no. 308; and (ii) Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 313—to 
Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 316. 
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Bharat tried his level best to try to persuade Lord Ram to return. The Lord 
explained the complexity of the situation and somehow made Bharat relent. Bharat 
agreed and said that if it is the Lord’s wish, so be it. 


^Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 
316—to Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 322. 

As a token of the Lord’s return and be crowned on the throne, Bharat brought 
the Lord’s wooden sandals and put them on the throne of Ayodhya. 


?Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Ayodhya Kand, Doha no. 323—to Sortha/Doha no. 326. 

After that, Bharat retired to a place on the outskirts of the city and lived there 
an exemplary life of a hermit for the entire duration of the period of fourteen years 
while Lord Ram stayed in the forest. 


“Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 
1—to Doha no. 2. 

Indra's son, named Jayant, was very crooked, unruly and mischievious like his 
father, and behaved like a prince of a king who himself is of an evil and jealous mind. 
He wanted to tease Sita and test the powers of Lord Ram. So he disguised himself as a 
crow and went and pricked Sita. Lord Ram was angry, but the Lord is so merciful that 
instead of immediately killing Jayant he shot a reed at him so that he is inflicted some 
injury as a punishment, but not killed. Jayant ran for his life everywhere in the 
universe, but this arrow-like reed followed him in hot pursuit. Finally he met sage 
Narad who advised him to go and ask for forgiveness from the Lord himself, for no 
one in this creation can give shelter to someone who opposes the Lord. 

Jayant came and pleaded for his life with the Lord who obviously excused 
him, but the Lord decided that such evil persons need to be punished. So he made 
Jayant *one-eyed' so that he would be recognised and scorned by everyone for his evil 
nature. 


‘Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 
3—to Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 7. 

Realising that his presence in Chitrakoot will not serve his purpose any more 
as this location had been known by all by this time and the Lord could not live 
incognito any more, he decided to move ahead. 

He reached the hermitage of sage Atri who lovingly welcomed the Lord and 
paid his obeisance to him. It was here that the sage's wife Anusuiya had preached 
Sita, Lord Ram's wife, about the principles that ought to be followed by a righteous 
wife. Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Doha no. 5 along with Chaupai line 
nos. 1-19 that precede it.] 
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After giving an account of the death of Viradha (a demon who was slayed by Lord 
Ram in the forest)! and the way sage Sarbhanga left his mortal coil (i.e. the way the 
sage left his body by a self-kindled fire of Yoga after meeting the Lord)’, he 
(Kaagbhusund) proceeded to describe the love and devotion of sage Sutikchhan for 
the Lord’, and then the holy communion sage Agasta had with the Lord". (Doha no. 
65) 


['Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 6-7 that precede Doha 
no. 7. 

Moving ahead from Atri's hermitage, the Lord met a demon named Viradha. 
He killed the demon, and finding that he was sorrowful the Lord provided him 
deliverance. 


^Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 
7—to Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes Doha no. 9. 

Sage Sarbhanga was spiritually overwhelmed by his meeting with Lord Ram. 
He felt ecstatic and lovingly prayed to the Lord before leaving his gross body by 
burning it in a self-kindled fire of Yoga, thereby attaining emancipation and salvation. 


?Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 
10—to Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 12. 

The next sage the Lord met was Sutikshan. When he heard that his beloved 
Lord Ram was coming that way where he lived, the sage was totally exhilarated with 
joy unbound, and he ran thither to meet the Lord in a state of trance, tears spilling 
from his eyes and body utterly thrilled and beyond his control. He began to dance and 
sing in ecstasy and jubilation. Then when the climax was reached he went into a 
‘Samadhi’, a trance-like state of meditation and deep reflection, when he sat 
motionless on the ground, lost in thoughts of the Lord. The Lord thoroughly enjoyed 
this scene and did not wish to disturb the sage. So for quite some time the Lord hid 
himself behind a tree, watching Sutikchhan's extremely blissful state of spiritual 
exultation. Eventually, the Lord woke him up, and the sage fell down at his feet. After 
praying to the Lord and submitting himself to him, the sage accompanied him to the 
hermitage of sage Agastya. 


“Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 
12—to Chaupai line no. 18 that precedes Doha no. 13. 

It was sage Agastya who advised Lord Ram to move on in the direction of the 
‘Dandak’ forest and live there at a place called ‘Panchavati’ where many other sages 
and hermits abided. It is narrated herein below.] 
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kahi dandaka bana pavanata't. gidha ma'itri puni tehim ga’. 1. 
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After telling Garud about the purification of Dandak-forest by the Lord by the virtue 
of his staying there for some time', Kaagbhusund narrated the friendship between 
Lord Ram and the Vulture (known as Jatau)^. (1) 

Thereafter, he narrated the way the Lord stayed at the Panchavati forest and freed 
all the sages who abided there from their agonies and torments "2 (2). 


['Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line no. 16 that precedes Doha no. 
13; 

This forest was ealier cursed, and as a result it was un-inhabited. The Lord’s 
passage through it and his stay at a Panchavati cured this place of the curse and made 
it vibrant with life once again. 


Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, line no. 1 of Doha no. 13. 

This vulture would later on sacrifice his life to protect Sita while she was 
being abducted by the demon king Ravana. To honour his friendship with Jatau who 
was old like the Lord’s own father, the Lord performed his last rited with his own 
hands. See Chaupai line no. 7 herein below. 

Thus, Jatau managed to get that rarest of rare end which not even the greatest 
of sages and hemits, and not even king Dasrath, the Lord’s worldly father, had the 
privilege to get. This is narrated in Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, from Chaupai 
line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 29—to Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes Doha no. 
33. 


Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, 2"4 line of Doha no. 13 along with its 
preceding Chaupai line nos. 15, 17-18, and Chaupai line nos. 1-4 that follow this 
Doha. 

#It ought to be noted that ‘Panchavati’ was a pleasant place surrounded by 
greenery in the middle of the dense forest known as 'Dandak' which was un- 
inhabitable in general. The word ‘Panchavati’ means a cluster of ‘five trees’. These 
trees were on the banks of the river Godavari; they were huge and provided a perfect 
place for rest. Here, Lord Ram and his wife Sita and brother Laxman lived in a 
thatched hut under the combined shade of these five trees. 

When sage Agastya had advised Lord Ram to go to the Dandak forest and stay 
at Panchavati, he had told the Lord that many sages who lived there would also 
benefit by having a rare chance to meet the Lord and find redemption for their souls. 
Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 15-17 that precede Doha 
no. 13.] 
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Then, Kaagbhusund described the way Lord Ram taught his brother Laxman on some 
wonderful metaphysical concepts in a comprehensive but simple way’. This was 
followed by the narration of the event when the demoness known as Supernakha 
(meaning a female demon who had nails and ears extremely large) was mutilated’. (3) 

He went on to narrate the slaying of the demons known as Khar and Dushan 
(along with their armies) by the Lord’, and the way the demon king Ravana (of 
Lanka) came to learn about all these developments’. (4) 


[ Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 
114—to Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 17. 


?Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes Doha no. 
17—to Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 18. 

Supernakha was a sister of Ravana, the demon king of Lanka. She was a very 
lustful female demon, and when she saw the charming form of Lord Ram she was 
overcome by passion. She assumed a form of a beautiful damsel and approached the 
Lord with a proposal of marriage, which obviously the Lord refused. Being spurned 
and rebuked, Supernakha became violent and wished to kill Sita, the Lord’s wife. So 
he asked Laxman to chop-off her ears and nose as a symbolic warning to other such 
laschivious ladies to mind their own business and leave upright males alone. This 
incident was the spark that lit the fire that culminated in the ferocious war of Lanka 
that finally led to the killing of the cruel demons and their king Ravana. 


"Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 
18—to Doha no. 20. 

Khar and Dushan were the commanders of the demon army and cousins of 
Supernakha. This army was ordained to look after the interest of the demons in the 
area where the Dandak forest was situated to ensure that no sage or hermit 
successfully performed any fire sacrifice that would empower thems to kill the 
demons. When mutilated, Supernakha rushed to these two and complained. Taking 
this as an open insult and challenge, they rushed to attack the Lord with a vicious 
blood-thirsty demon army. In the end, all of them were killed by Lord Ram alone. 


‘Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 
21—to Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 23. 

When the entire demon army was decimated, Supernakha dashed to Lanka and 
reported the events to her brother Ravana. He was stunned and became pensive. He 
began to wonder who this gentleman was who would be powerful, strong, bold and 
courageous enough to rebuff Supernakha and provoke the demons. Surely everything 
was not fine. He had his strong reservations in the beginning and did not want to pick 
up a fight. But Supernakha applied all her tricks and persuaded Ravana to save the 
face of the demon race: say, what will the world say, that Ravana could not even 
protect the dignity and respect of his own sister? This would certainly undermine his 
fame and authority in the world, and especially in the demon race; it will be a loss of 
face like no other event. Thus instigated, Ravana decided to face the challenge.] 
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dasakandhara marica batakahi. jehi bidhi bha' so saba tehim kahi. 5. 
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Then, Kaagbhusund described in detail the conversation between Ravana and Marich 
as it took place’. (5) 

Then he went on to narrate how an illusionary form or a shadowy image of 
Sita was abducted (by Ravana)’, and a little of Lord Ram's grief, desolation and 
lamentations at her loss was also described by him’. (6) 


['Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 
23—1o Doha no. 26. 

Ravana went to one of his close confindantes, a demon named Marich. He lived 
on an island in the middle of the ocean ever since he was flung there by Lord Ram 
with a headless arrow at the time Marich was trying to defile the fire sacrifice of sage 
Vishwamitra. Marich lived in awe of the Lord and repeated his holy name out of fear 
ever since. But the mystery of this holy name of the Lord is such that though Marich 
repeated it out of fear but it made him eligible for salvation and emancipation. Ravana 
using him as a tool to kidnap Sita was merely an excuse whereby Marich would have 
a second divine glimpse of Lord Ram before leaving his mortal coil to obtain 
deliverance at the hands of the Lord himself when he would be shot by the latter. 

So, as it happened, Marich tried his best to dissuade Ravana from antagonising 
Lord Ram, but fate had other things planned. Ravana threthened to kill Marich if he 
did not comply with his request to become a deer with a golden skin so that the 
former could abduct Sita, Lord Ram’s wife, to avenge Supernakha’s mutilation. 
Dangled between the devil and the deep sea, Marich decided that it was better to die 
at the hands of the Lord than being tortured and killed by this evil fellow Ravana. So 
he agreed. 


*Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 
27—to Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 29. 

When Sita saw the golden-skinned deer roaming near her hermitage, she asked 
Lord Ram to bring it to her so that she could keep it in hermitage. The all-knowing 
Lord knew the Divine Plan: he knew that this was the beginning of the end of the 
ferocious demon Ravana for which he had descened from the heaven at the request of 
the Gods. To ensure that the chastity of Sita would not be compromised, the Lord 
created, out of his Maya, i.e. his delusion creating powers, a shadow-like Sita that was 
exactly a replica of her original self. The original Sita was hidden in the fiery glow of 
Yoga, the stupendous dazzling fire that is generated by meditation. In practical terms, 
it is believed that she assumed a disembodied body as her soul left her gross body and 
reverted to its original subtle form as the ‘pure consciousness’ that has no physical 
identity and is invisible. This is clearly mentioned in Ram Charit Manas, Aranya 
Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-5 that precede Doha no. 24. 

So in effect, what Ravana took away was only a ‘shadow’ of Sita. 


*Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-17 that precede Doha 
no. 30. 

Lord Ram had to make a great show of ignorance and act like a perfect human 
being so that Ravana did not get a wind of who actually he was. This is because 
Ravana was a highly learned soul, and he knew that one day he too would have to die 
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like all living beings irrespective of the boons he had extracted from Brahma, the 
creator, that no ordinary person would be able to kill him. Besides this, he had control 
over the entire universe at that point of time, so it is reasonable to assume that he was 
also aware of the promise Lord Vishnu had made to the Gods—i.e. that the Lord 
would himself come down to earth to get rid of the menace of Ravana. This thing— 
whether or not this man known as Ram is Lord Vishnu himself who has come to kill 
Ravana—was weighing very heavily on the mind of Ravana, though he was not 
certain what the reality was. This is clear in Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, 
Chaupai line nos. 1-6 that precede Doha no. 23. 

Therefore it was the need of the hour for Lord Ram to keep his identity secred 
and Ravana confused. Otherwise, if Ravana got the wind that Ram is Lord Vishnu, he 
would either surrender unconditionally before the Lord or flee and hide somewhere to 
become untraceable. In the former case, i.e. if he surrendered, Lord Ram would be 
duty-bound to forgive him, as it would be totally dishonourable to kill someone who 
has surrendered. Should this happen, the very purpose of the Lord’s entire journey to 
earth would be nullified and made void. Who knows that after escaping death and 
when the Lord goes away, Ravana would not revert back to his old ugly ways? It was 
not a chance that could be taken by the Lord. 

So, Lord Ram decided to act like an ordinary man whose wife was kidnapped by 
someone in the forest: he wailed and grieved and wept and lamented profusely so that 
any spy of the demons who was put on watch, would go and report to Ravana that 
Sita’s husband is an ordinary man like any other. And therefore, there was no cause of 
bother or worry for the demon king on that count. ] 
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Thereafter, Kaagbhusund described the way Lord Ram performed the last rites of the 
Vuture king (J atau)!, and then how he slayed the demon named Kabandha? and went 
ahead on his way to the hermitage of Sabari (the old tribal woman) where the Lord 
provided her salvation and emancipation’. (7) 

Then Kaagbhusund described the way Lord Ram wailed and grieved for Sita 
as he wended his way onwards in the forest". The Lord finally went to a pleasant lake 
called Pampa which abounded in natural beauty, and where he took rest for some time 
under the shade of a leafy tree’. (8) 


['Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Doha no. 29 along with Chaupai line nos. 
7-26 that precede it, and from Chaupai line no. 18 that precedes Doha no. 30—to 
Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 33. 

As has been said earlier in Chaupai line no. 1 herein above, Jatau, the Vulture, 
was promised friendship by Lord Ram. Jatau kept his part of the bargain by laying 
down his life in a valiant attempt to save Sita from being kidnapped by Ravana. When 
Lord Ram came that way where Jatau lay writhing in pain and murmuring the holy 
name of the Lord, the Lord showered his love on him by picking him up in his arms, 
cleaning his wounds with his own hands, and showing great respect and gratitude to 
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him. But Jatau’s wounds were so serious that he could not survive. When he died, 
Lord Ram performed his last rites in the same way he would have done for his own 
father. This at once catapaulted Jatau to an exalted position and gave him a privilege 
that not even the greatest of sages and hermits obtained any time in history. 


^Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 
33—to Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 34. 

Kabandha was a Gandharva, a sort of demi-God, who was turned into a demon 
by the curse of sage Durbasa. Lord Ram liberated him from this curse and his soul 
went to the heaven in accordance with his destiny. 


*Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 
34—to Doha no. 36. 

Sabari was an old tribal woman who had great devotion for Lord Ram. She had 
been living alone in the forest in the hope that one day she would be able to have a 
communion with her beloved Lord before discarding her mortal coil. As the word 
spread in the forest that Lord Ram has arrived and was moving around blessing and 
interacting with the many sages and hermits who lived there, Sabari’s spirit lifted and 
she longed for the moment when the Lord would come visiting her. So when he did 
come, Sabari was extremely excited. He love and devotion for the Lord knew no 
bounds; she offered him plums she had carefully picked up and stored for this 
moment. At the time of his departure, Sabari left her mortal coil by burning her gross 
body in a self-lit fire of Yoga and thereby allowing her soul to find emancipation and 
salvation. Like in the case of Jatau, Lord Ram performed her last rites with his own 
hands like the way he would have done for his own mother. 


^Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 
37—to Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 39. 

After providing liberation and deliverance to Sabari, Lord Ram moved ahead in 
the direction of the Pampa lake as advised by her. His mental state of grief and 
sadness at the loss of his wife Sita has been described in the verses referred to herein 
above. 


‘Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 
39—to Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 41. 

By-and-by, the Lord arrived at the lake called Pampa. It was a fascinating place 
with verdant greenery all around and a fresh-water lake on one side. The tired Lord 
Ram and his brother Laxman took a bath here and rested under the shade of tree for 
some time. It was here that sage Narad came to meet the Lord as described herein 
below.] 


a0. WANG date enfe Hrefa fert we i 
Wf gia fir smer ur env SATIN GG (9 ) I 


doha. 


2216 


prabhu narada sambada kahi maruti milana prasanga. 
puni sugriva mita'i bali prana kara bhanga. 66 (a). 


Then Kaagbhusund narrated Lord Ram's conversation with sage Narad', his meeting 
with Sri Hanuman, son of Wind-God”, his friendship with Sugriv (the exiled prince of 
the monkey kingdom)’, and the slaying of (Sugriv's brother) Bali. (Doha no. 66-a) 


[ Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Aranya Kand, Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 
4]—to Chanda line no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 46. 

When Lord Ram and Laxman were resting under the shade of a tree on the 
banks of the Pampa lake, all the Gods came and prayed to the Lord. After all of them 
went to their respective abodes and the Lord was alone, sage Narad came to meet him. 
The sage was very sorry that the Lord has had to suffer so much because of his curse. 
(Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 
136—to Doha no. 137.} 

Sage Narad came to Lord Ram, paid his respects and prayed to him, and then 
asked the Lord to tell him why he had not allowed him (Narad) to marry when he had 
a desire to do so. After that, the sage asked the Lord to outline the characters and 
qualities of true saints. The Lord's answer satisfied him and he went his way. 


?Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Kiskindha Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha 
no. 1—to Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 4. 

Moving ahead in the direction of Lanka, Lord Ram and Laxman arrived near 
Mt. Rishyamook where Sugriv lived on its summit with his few trusted companions 
after he was ejected from the monkey kingdom of Kishkindha by his elder brother 
Baali due to some misunderstanding between the two. 

When Sugriv saw two strangers wondering below, he wondered who they 
were; are they spies sent by Baali? So he sent his trusted friend Hanuman, who was 
the son of the Wind-God, to go and investigate. Hanuman came to Lord Ram 
disguised as a Brahmin, and discovered to his joy that the stranger was none else but 
his true Lord Ram for whose arrival he had been waiting for so long. He fell at the 
feet of the Lord and the two embraced each other. Later on it would turn out that 
Hanuman would be the most trusted and dearest of devotees of the Lord in future. 


?Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Kiskindha Kand, Doha no. 4 along with Chaupai line nos. 
2-8 that precede it. 

Hanuman took Lord Ram and Laxman to the top of the mountain and forged a 
friendship between Sugriv and Lord Ram. Both empathised with each other as both 
had suffered the same fate: they were exiled from their respective kingdoms, and were 
suffering the agony of separation from their wives. Sugriv's wife was kept by his 
brother Baali when he threw him out of the kingdom. 


^Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Kiskindha Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha 
no. 6—to Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 11. 

When Lord Ram heard the story of Sugriv and found that grave injustice was 
done to him, then like a true friend should do, the Lord decided to help Sugriv by 
eliminating his jealous brother and restoring his right to the throne of Kishkindha. 
This eventually led to the killing of Baali. Since Baali had prayed to Lord Ram and 
asked for mercy and forgiveness at the time of his death, the Lord provided him 
deliverance and sent him to his own abode in the heaven.] 
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Lord Ram anointed Sugriv as King of Kishkindha' and himself took up residence on 
the summit of a mountain known as Prabarshan’. Then followed an account of the 
rainy and autumn seasons during which the Lord lived on this mountain’, and Lord 
Ram's anger at Sugriv (when the Lord observed that the latter had done nothing to 
search for the whereabouts of Sita as promised in the beginning of their friendship)’. 
(Doha no. 66-b) 


[ Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Kiskindha Kand, Doha no. 11 along with Chaupai line 
nos. 9-10 that precede it. 
Lord Ram kept his promise and appointed Sugriv on the throne of Kishkindha. 


*Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Kiskindha Kand, Doha no. 12 along with Chaupai line 
nos. 7-10 that precede it. 

After that, the Lord spent the rainy and the autumn seasons on Mt. Prabarshan. 
He kept his vows of living like a hermit in a forest environment for fourteen years by 
refusing to enter the city of Kishkindha though Sugriv would have cheerfully hosted 
him. 


?Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Kiskindha Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha 
no. 13—to Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 18. 

These verses excellently describe in poetic finery the beauty of Nature during 
the two seasons: the rainy and the autumn. 


^Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Kiskindha Kand, Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes Doha 
no. 18—to Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 21. 

Lord Ram was annoyed that once Sugriv got back his kingdom he had all but 
forgotten the promises he had made to the Lord—that he would do his best to find 
where Sita was. So the Lord sent Laxman to reprimand Sugriv and make him come to 
his senses. Sugriv realised his mistake, said he was sorry, asked for forgiveness, and 
assembled a huge army of messengers and spies to go and trace Sita. This 1s narrated 
below.] 
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Kaagbhusund then continued his narration, describing how the monkey king sent his 
messengers or scouts in all directions in search of Sita! [1], and how the group sent 
towards the south entered a cave? and emerged from there to meet Sampati (vulture 
Jatau's brother)? [2]. (1-2) 


[' Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Kiskindha Kand, Doha no. 21—to Doha no. 23. 

Hundreds of thousands of monkeys and bears assembled for the purpose. They 
were directed to go in every direction of the earth and search for Sita. It is to be noted 
here especially that these messengers or scouts were most suitable for the job as the 
extended forested areas of the earth were a part of their natural habitat and they were 
well acquainted with the geography and topography of these places. Natural obstacles 
such as mountains, rivers and forests and their wild animals and intractable paths were 
no problems for them. Obviously, they were far better qualified in this search than 
humans would have been. 

One such group led by Angad, Hanuman and Jamvant, the bear king, headed 
towards the south. Eventually, this group would reach the edge of the ocean across 
which lay the fort of Lanka in the middle of the vast ocean that stretched beyond. 


?Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Kiskindha Kand, Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha 
no. 24—to Doha no. 25. 

Exhausted, hungry and thirsty, this latter group was searching for water to 
drink. Hanuman located a cave from which emerged playful swans, herons and 
chirping birds with wet wings; many were hovering over the mouth of the cave ready 
to enter it, and many others were emerging from it. 

The thirst group deduced that surely there was a fresh water source inside. So 
they gingerly picked their way in it and at its end saw a wonderful garden where they 
met a hermitress who told them the way out of the cave which would take them 
straight to the shore of the ocean across which lay Lanka. Meanwhile, the group 
refreshed itself by drinking and bathing in the fresh water-body inside the cave and 
eating sweet fruits that were there in abundance. The hermitress herself went to Lord 
Ram, prayed to the Lord, and on his instructions went to the northern mountains to do 
meditation and austerities at a holy place called Badrinath. 


Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Kiskindha Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha 
no. 27—to Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 29. 

The hermitress had told the group of monkeys and bears to close their eyes so 
that she could transport them by her transcendental powers to the edge of the ocean. 
When the group opened its eyes they found themselves there, with the ocean 
spreading like a formidable obstacle before them. All of them sat down in dismay and 
gloom, and an abject sense of hopelessness and failure overcame them. Meanwhile, 
Sampati, who was an old vulture and the elder brother of Jatau, saw the dejected 
group of monkeys and bears and thought that when they died he would have a great 
feast. 

The terrified group loudly invoked Jatau's sacrifices for the cause of Lord 
Ram even as they implored Sampati to spare them as they were also on the Lord's 
mission. When Sampati heard the full story, he felt sorry for them, and in order to do 
his bit to help in the Lord's mission, he told them about the location of Sita in Lanka. 


2219 


This was made possible as vultures have the uncanny ability to see long distances. 
Then Sampati went his way where the king of birds Garud, the mount of Lord Vishnu, 
resided—.e. to the heaven. | 
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Upon hearing all the news (from Sampati, about Sita's location at Lanka), the son of 
the Wind God (i.e. Hanuman) jumped over the vast ocean’. (3) 

Kaagbhusund then described how he entered Lanka’, and then, how he met 
and re-assured Sita’. (4) 


[ Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Kiskindha Kand, Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes Doha 
no. 30—to Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 3. 

No one in the group of monkeys and bears had the ability to cross the vast gap 
of the ocean between its northern edge where they were currently seated and the place 
where the island of Lanka was situated—a distance of roughly 100 Yojans, which 
means approximately 800 miles. (Refer: Kishkindha Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that 
precedes Doha no. 29.} 

Jamvant, the old king of bears, knew who actually Hanuman was, i.e. that he 
was the son of the Wind-God, and therefore he had, for one, the ability to fly in the air 
like a bird, and secondly, he possessed an incomparable strength that the powerful 
forces of wind possess. So Jamvant requested Hanuman to pick up the challenge and 
do his might to serve the purpose of the Lord. This way he would get unparrelled 
fame and glory in the world personally, and bring laurels to the group in general. 

The brave Hanuman recalled the purpose of his descent on earth, and 
immediately embarked on this sacred venture by assuming a huge form and launching 
himself from a high hill like a modern-day missile. He sailed across the sky over the 
choppy waters of the mighty ocean. On the way to Lanka however, he met and easily 
overcame some obstacles that were created by the demon commanders who had 
posted guards in the ocean to prevent any intruder from entering the city of Lanka. 


?Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 
3—to Doha no. 5. 

Finally, Hanuman landed on the soil of Lanka. There he met Lankini, a female 
demon who was tasked to guard the main entrance to the fort. A single blow from 
Hanuman's clenched fist made her vomit blood. She realised that he was not an 
ordinary intruder but someone with an extraordinary authority and power to fulfil the 
mandate of the Creator. So she blessed him and quietly allowed him in. 

Then the wise Hanuman assumed a form of a small mosquito to avoid 
detection, and freely roamed in the city of Lanka, looking at all its nooks and corners 
to find where Sita might be. It was night time, and everyone was asleep. He peered in 
all the houses of the demons, and even in the royal palace of Ravana to investigate 
Sita’s whereabouts, but failed. 
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When it was nearly dawn, he located a small house that bore the name of Lord 
Ram on its walls, and from inside it he heard someone muttering the holy name. He 
marvelled at this astonishing sight which was an incongruity in the middle of the city 
of demons, and determined to explore further. He knocked at the door and to his 
amazement he discovered that it was the home of a devotee of Lord Ram whose name 
was Vibhishan, and who happened to be a younger brother of Ravana, the demon 
king. The two were mutually astonished at this meeting, and thanked the Lord for this 
coincidence. After preliminary exchange of greetings and pleasantries, Vibhishan 
asked Hanuman the purpose of his visit, and when he was told about it he disclosed 
the exact location of Sita to Hanuman: that she was confined to a garden called 
‘Ashok Van’. 


*Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 
4—to Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 17. 

Hanuman took his leave from Vibhishan and went and hid himself on a huge 
leafy tree under the shade of which sat Sita, forlorn, distressed, emaciated and 
grieving. She was surrounded by female guards. Just at that time Ravana came and 
threathened Sita with death if she remained stubborn and refused to surrender herself 
before him. Hanuman watched silently, seething with anger, and his determination to 
eliminate the scourage of the demons became all the more firm. 

When Ravana left fretting and fuming, Hanuman dropped the signet ring that 
the Lord had given him as a token for recognition by Sita, that he was a genuine 
messenger from the Lord himself and not some imposter. Sita was apprehensive in the 
beginning, but in due course of time she realised that Hanuman was indeed the Lord’s 
faithful devotee, and then she profusely blessed him. Hanuman assured her that the 
Lord is coming soon with a huge army of monkeys and bears to free her from her 
captivity. But she would have to have patience and courage, and bear with some more 
sufferings till the Lord arrives. ] 
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Then Kaagbhusund narrated how Hanuman ruined and laid to waste the magnificent 
garden of fruit trees where Sita was confined by Ravana!, and how he exorted Ravana 
to abandon his arrogance and evil wishes, and to ensure his own welfare as well of his 
clan he should free Sita and make truce with Lord Ram’. [But having failed to 
persuade Ravana to come to his senses—] Then Hanuman burnt the city and reduced 
it to ashes’, and once again crossed the ocean to reach the other side (where his 
friends were eagerly waiting for his arrival)’. (5) 

All the monkeys came back to where Lord Ram was waiting for them?, and 
they told Lord Ram the good news about Sita (that she has been traced and is still 
alive)’. (6) 


[ Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 
17—to Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 18. 
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Hanuman was very hungry, so he sought Sita’s permission to eat the ripe 
sweet fruits from the trees that were abundant in the garden. Hanuman needed an 
excuse to punish Ravana and warn him of the fate that stared him in his face now 
onwards. He also wished to show-case his individual strength and valour to Sita in 
order to assure her of the combined might of the monkey army in case she had some 
reservations about the effectiveness of the Lord making a decision of facing a 
formidable enemy such as the demons with their king Ravana with a rag-tag army of 
humble monkeys and bears. 

Once Sita granted her permission, Hanuman virtually went berserk in the 
garden and the orchard—uprooting trees, demolishing buildings, littering the place 
with ruins, and beating the guards black and blue. Terrified and at their wits end, the 
survivors rushed to report to Ravana about the havoc caused by a strange ‘monkey’. 

Ravana sent his son Akshakumar with his army of demons who were all killed 
by Hanuman. Stunned and angry, Ravana sent his other son Meghanad who, after 
taking a severe beating in the beginning, somehow managed to trap Hanuman in a 
snare and bring him to the court of Ravana. 


?Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 
18—to Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 24. 

There in the court of Ravana, Hanuman tried his best to persuade the demon 
king to abandon his reckless behaviour and to be sensible enough to free Sita and 
make peace with Lord Ram so that the demon race is saved from annihilation. But 
Ravana was arrogant and stubborn to the hilt. He would not listen. 


?Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 
24—to Doha no. 26. 

After a heated argument with Hanuman, Ravana ordered that his tail be 
wrapped in cloth dipped in oil and set on fire. 

As the fire flared up, Hanuman made his body so small that it slipped out of 
the wrappings of cloth but only a tip of his tail remained stuck to one end of the 
blazing cloth so that he could drag it behind him. Then he leapt across the city, from 
building to building, market place to market place, from public squares to gardens to 
surrounding forests etc. that eventually ignited a huge fire across the length and 
breadth of the great city of Lanka that reduced it to a smouldering heap of blackened 
rubble. 


^Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 
27—10o Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 28. 

Finally, Hanuman jumped into the ocean to douse the remaining part of the 
wrapped cloth that still clung to the end of his tail, cooled his body, and stood before 
Sita to take leave of her. Then he jumped over the waters of the roaring ocean with the 
same zeal and ease with which he had come to Lanka sometimes back, to reach the 
other side where his friends were anxiously waiting for him. 


Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 
28—to Doha no. 29. 

The ecstatic group had a celebration, and then they came back jubilantly to 
Kishkindha to report the good news to Sugriv, the king of the monkeys. Then they all 
went to Mt. Parbarshan where Lord Ram was staying at that time to report to him. 
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Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. | that precedes Doha no. 
30—to Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 34. 

The group’s leader Jamvant, the bear king, briefed Lord Ram about the grand 
success of the mission, and that Sita had been found by Hanuman. Then the 
overwhelmed and grateful Lord thanked them all and affectionately embraced 
Hanuman, telling him that he would be indebted to him for the rest of his life. 
Hanuman briefly told him everything he had seen at Lanka and about the precarious 
condition of Sita, that though she was alive but she is living a life of hell. He urged 
the Lord not to waste any more time to start the final mission to free her and punish 
her tormentors.] 
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Kaagbhusund then narrated how Lord Ram collected and assembled the huge army 
(of monkeys and bears)! and went to pitch a camp on the ocean’s shore’. (7) 

Then he described why and how Ravana's brother Vibhishan came to take 
refuge with the Lord’, and then proceeded to narrate why and how Lord Ram 
subjugated the mighty ocean* (8). 


[ Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 
34—to Chaupai line no. 5 that precedes Doha no. 35. 

Lord Ram instructed Sugriv to assemble an army so that they can start for 
Lanka immediately. A huge and formidable army was collected at short notice, and it 
consisted of fierce monkeys and bears of all denominations from all the corners of the 
earth. The army was so huge that it stretched till the horizon. 


Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Doha no. 35 along with its preceding 
Chaupai line nos. 8-10 and Chanda line nos. 1-8. 

As the Lord's army moved along the surface of the earth, a huge storm of dust 
was raised that blanketed the sky. The monkeys and bears roared and yelled 
defeaningly. The earth shook; the mountains swayed; the ocean swirled; the celestial 
holders of the earth, such as the Tortoise which is said to hold the earth on its back, 
the Diggajas (elephants) who hold the earth from its corners, and the Serpent who 
holds the earth on its hood, all of them squirmed and turned on their backs. 

The Lord arrived on the northern edge of the ocean and pitched his camp 
there. The monkey and bear warriors roamed around eating fruits from the trees that 
existed anywhere in the vicinity. 


Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Chaupai line no. 4 that precedes Doha no. 
40—to Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 50. 

Meanwhile at Lanka, there was panic ever since Hanuman had set it on fire 
and destroyed a substantial part of the demon army. The omens were not good. 
Amongst those who tried to convince Ravana that the line he had adopted would be 
ruinous for all of them was his brother Vibhishan. He tried to persuade Ravana to 
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make peace with Lord Ram and return Sita to him. Ravana got provoked, accused 
Vibhishan of treachery and sedition, and kicked him out of Lanka. Fearing for his life, 
Vibhishan fled and came to seek refuge with Lord Ram, which was granted 
immediately and with a lot of warmth. The Lord went to the extent of symbolically 
anointing him on the throne of Lanka as its next king. This was a strategic move by 
the Lord to ensure Vibhishan’s loyalty as well as a gesture to reward him for his 
services to the Lord. 


“Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Sundar Kand, Doha no. 50 along with Chaupai line nos. 3- 
8 that precede it, and then from Doha no. 57—to Doha no. 59. 

The next big hurdle was the ocean: the question was how to cross it and reach 
Lanka. Lord Ram did not want to insult the ‘King of Water’ as the ocean was known, 
and therefore tried to request him to give him passage through it. The Lord offered 
prayers to the ocean, but the latter was stubborn. So finally the Lord drew his arrow to 
dry it up forever. The marine creatures panicked and there was a huge turmoil in the 
waters of the ocean, forcing their Lord, the *King of the Waters', to gather some gifts 
as a tribute and pray to Lord Ram to excuse him. Of course the Lord forgave him, and 
the Lord of the Ocean advised Lord Ram to construct a bridge across the surface of 
the water to connect to Lanka. He promised to Lord Ram that he would not wipe it 
away.] 
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Kaagbhusund then narrated how the monkey army built a sturdy bridge and landed on 
the other side of the mighty ocean’. 

Then he narrated how the heroic son of Baali (i.e. Angad, the crown prince of 
Kishkindha) went as an envoy to the court of Ravana (because Lord Ram sent him as 
a last minute attempt to avoid a bloody war)”. (Doha no. 67-a) 


['Refer: Ram Charit Manas, (i) Sundar Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-2 that precede Doha 
no. 60; and (11) Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 1—to Chaupai 
line no. 3 that precedes Doha no. 5; (iii) Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 11. 

When the King of the Waters, i.e. the ocean in a personified form, appeared 
before Lord Ram to surrender and pay his tributes, the Lord asked him for a practical 
solution by which the vast army of monkeys would easily be able to cross the 
formidable stretch of fathomless and heaving body of water that spread before them. 
The ocean advised the Lord that there were two monkey brothers named Nal and Neel 
in the army who were blessed by a boon during their childhood days that even huge 
boulders as large as entire hills would float on the surface of water if they touched 
them. This boon should now be used to construct a bridge over the surface of the 
water of the ocean. 
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Thereafter, the army of hundreds and thousands of monkeys and bears got on 
the job in right earnest, bringing rocks, boulders and hills of all sizes and contours and 
throwing them on the surface of the water of the ocean. By the touch of Nal and Neel 
these rocks and boulders floated on the surface. It is also believed that Hanuman had 
scribbled the holy name of Lord Ram on each of these pieces of rocks and boulders so 
that they did not sink—because Hanuman knew about the glory and the stupendous 
mystical powers of the holy name of the Lord, that it is so powerful that it enables a 
creature to cross over this huge and most intractable ocean-like world of mundane 
existence without any effort and provides the creature’s with deliverance, so he 
guessed that it would be no wonder if these inconsequential rocks and boulders too 
floated and allowed the army to cross over this physical ocean. 

By-and-by, the bridge spanning the distance of 100 Yojans (roughly 800 miles 
or so) between the northern shore of the ocean and where it touched the soil of Lanka 
was established. Then Lord Ram offered his obeisance to Lord Shiva, his revered 
deity, before the army jubilantly advanced across this bridge. All the marine creatures 
emerged from the bottom of the ocean to marvel at this spectacle. The army finally 
landed on the other side and pitched camp on the slopes and summit of a hill by the 
name of Subel (refer: Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 11). 

As promised, the ocean did not break the bridge. 


"Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 
17—to Doha no. 35. 

The always merciful, compassionate and forgiving Lord Ram was not 
interested in shedding blood unnecessarily. So he wished to explore the chances of 
avoiding the forthcoming ruinous war. A meeting was called and it was decided to 
send Angad as an emissary of the Lord to the court of Ravana in a last-ditch attempt 
to make a workable truce. 

When Angad entered the city, the demon citizens of Lanka were scared out of 
their wits because they had not forgotten their bitter experience of a little while ago 
when Hanuman had gone berserk and wreaked havoc on them. So Angad got an easy 
right-of-way to the palace of the demon king Ravana where there was a heated and 
acrimonious exchange of angry words between him and Ravana. Each used insulting 
language for each other, and when Angad ultimately found that Ravana is not 
amenable and is overcome by the shadow of death, he was so enraged that he put his 
foot firmly down on the ground in the name of Lord Ram with a challenge to Ravana 
that if he managed to move his leg it would be deemed that the latter has won the war! 

One must be in awe of Angad’s confidence in the ‘self? as well as in the glory 
and divinity of Lord Ram that he did not think twice before making this vow. One 
must praise Angad for the fact that since he was on the side of the 'truth and 
righteousness' he was self-confident and convinced that no evil force would be ever 
able to as much as move his single hair, what to talk of moving his leg. It surely 
proves Angad's strong faith and firm belief in the supremacy of Lord Ram, in the 
power of the Lord's holy nane, and in his personal devotion and dedication for the 
Lord that made him sure that whatever decision he would make would be accepted by 
the Lord without raising an eyebrow! Such is indeed the power that a devotee and a 
faithful follower of the Lord possesses that whatever actions and decisions he would 
take in the name of the Lord would never go wrong, and the Lord would endorse it. 

Meanwhile, Ravana failed to move Angad's foot, and as he bowed down to 
touch Angad's foot, his crown fell on the ground. Angad kicked this crown so fiercely 
that it flew like a ball and landed at the place Lord Ram was seated. This single 
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incidence of Ravana not being able to move Angad’s foot and his crown falling to the 
ground was the proverbial last straw that broke the camel’s back by demoralising the 
entire demon army and forewarning them of the impending disaster. Refer: Lanka 
Kand, (i) Doha no. 32 along with its preceding Chaupai line nos. 1-10; and (ii) 
Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 35. 

In all sooth and without gainsay, this was a great moral victory for the whole 
of the monkey and bear army, and the most humiliating experience that the demons 
and Ravana had ever since they began ruling over the world.] 
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Thereafter the war between the demons (Ravana's army) and monkeys (Ram's army) 
was described in detail and in different ways’. 

Kumbhkaran (the brother of Ravana)” and Meghnad (his son)’ were eventually 
killed in battle. (Doha no. 67-b). 


[The no-holds-barred ferocious and blood-curdling war between the two sides has 
been extensively described in Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, from Chaupai line no. 
1 that precedes Doha no. 39—to Doha no. 103. 


?The death of Kumbhakaran has been described in Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, 
Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 62—to Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes 
Doha no. 71. 

Kumbhakaran was a younger brother of Ravana, and elder to Vibhishan. 
When Laxman was revived after being severely wounded by Meghanad, Ravana was 
alarmed. He went and woke up Kumbhakaran from his slumber and briefed him about 
the events. It so happened that Kumbhakaran was unaware of the whole thing till that 
point of time as he was accustomed to eating and drinking heavily and sleeping for 
long periods at a stretch. When he came to know about the developments, he 
admonished Ravana and told him that whatever he had done was wrong. However, 
Kumbhakaran said that he would be loyal to the demon race and fight on its behalf 
although it was wrong to do so. Then followed a fierce battle between him and Lord 
Ram and it culminated in his death. At the time of his death, Kumbhakaran's soul 
emerged from inside his body and entered the body of Lord Ram in the form of a 
bright shaft of light (refer: Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 71 of Lanka 
Kand). 

The only other demon that had this privilege whereby his soul merged with the 
Supreme Soul of this creation in a visible way was Ravana himself (refer: Chaupai 
line no. 9 that precedes Doha no. 103 of Lanka Kand). 


>The death of Meghanad has been described in Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, 
Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 72—to Doha no. 76. 
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Meghanad was the son of Ravana. He was a valorous and virtually invincible 
demon warrior who had even captured Indra, the king of gods. He got his name from 
the fact that when he roared or yelled it was so deafening that it sounded like the clap 
of thunder. It was he who had shot and wounded Laxman. After the latter was revived 
he once again challenged Meghanad, and in the ensuing battle that saw Meghanad 
employing magical tricks, the final victory was won by Laxman who shot and killed 
his enemy Meghanad. 


"do. ARa Prent ae fares Ara tq Wert GAT STMT U g M 
West aa HAR Great (Tur faster ca STHYGRT tt 2 UI 


caupat. 


nisicara nikara marana bidhi nana. raghupati ravana samara bakhana. 1. 
ravana badha mandodari soka. raja bibhisana deva asoka. 2. 


Continuing with his narration, Kaagbhusund then described the extermination of the 
army of demons, and the battle between Lord Ram & Ravana. (1) 

This battle and the war in general ended with the slaying of Ravana’. Then he 
narrated how Mandodari, the queen of the demon race and the wife of Ravana, 
lamented, wailed and grieved upon learning of the demise of her husband". 

The crown and the throne of Lanka was given to Vibhishan who was made the 
King (as promised earlier by Lord Ram), and then Kaagbhusund described the scene 
of celebration and jubilation that followed the Lord's victory which made the Gods 
fearless from the terror of their arch enemy Ravana and his kith and kin and army”. 


(2) 


[ The slaying of the demon army is described throughout the narration of the war that 
spreads across verses in Lanka Kand of the epic Ram Charit Manas. However, since 
the focus here is on the part of the war that followed Meghanad's death when Ravana 
directly led the battle himself and died in the end, one can refer specially to Lanka 
Kand, from Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes Doha no. 78—to Doha no. 101. 


?Ravana's death has been described in Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, from Chaupai 
line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 102—to Chaupai line no. 11 that precedes Doha no. 
103. 

As has been noted earlier in regard to Kumbhakaran's death, Ravana's soul 
emerged from his body and entered Lord Ram's body in a symbolic development that 
showed that his individual ‘self? merged with the Supreme Self to become one with 
the Supreme Being who was in the form of Lord Ram. The fact that this happened 
shows that inspite of all the external things that Ravana did and said, internally he was 
pure at heart, was self-realised and enlightened, and his was a holy soul—because 
otherwise this supreme form of destiny would not have been possible for him. To be 
able to become one with the Lord is the ultimate objective of all spiritual endeavours, 
but rarely one succeeds in attaining it. 

It also shows the great purity and spiritual welfare that come automatically to 
a person by remembering Lord Ram—for even a vile demon such as Ravana found 
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deliverance and emancipation for his soul by just remembering Lord Ram day and 
night, though he did it out of enemity and ill-will for the Lord. 


Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-11 that precede Doha 
no. 104, and Chaupai line no. 1 that follows this Doha. 

Mandodari was a wise wife; she had on several occasions tried to bring 
Ravana to his senses, but his arrogance and ego prevented him from heeding her 
advice. When her husband died, she grieved sorely but acknowledged publicly that 
Ravana himself is to be blamed for the calamity that befell the clan. She even praised 
Lord Ram to have provided a glorious death to her evil husband by destroying his 
gross evil body of a demon and liberating his soul so that it could merge with the 
Lord's own Supreme Soul (refer: Doha no. 104). All the gods and holy spirits that had 
assembled on the occasion lauded Mandodari for her wisdom. 


^Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 1-6 that precede Doha no. 
106. 

Like in the case of Sugriv, Lord Ram did not himself enter the city of Lanka 
but sent his brother Laxman to represent him and anoint Vibhishan on the throne of 
Lanka as its future king. The Lord thus kept his promise to Vibhishan that was made 
when he had come to seek refuge with him (refer: Sundar Kand, Chaupai line nos. 8- 
10 that precede Doha no. 49. 


‘Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line nos. 8-11 and Chanda line nos. 
1-8 that precede Doha no. 103. 

The Gods had been watching the entire proceedings from the sky. When the 
final victory was Lord Ram's, all of them joined in chorus to pray to the Lord and 
honour him.] 


Tien vsrafer fier sert (ups enfe STi nx si N 3 
YA Were ute enfe aaa | staal eret WS] nur frenar t v N 


sita raghupati milana bahori. suranha kinhi astuti kara jori. 3. 
puni puspaka cadhi kapinha sameta. avadha cale prabhu krpa niketa. 4. 


Then he (Kaagbhusund) described the meeting of Sita with Lord Ram', and how the 
Gods sang Lord Ram's glories and praised him with each of them joining the palms of 
his hands as a gesture of showing reverence and respect to the Lord’. (3) 

Thereafter, Lord Ram mounted the air-plane called "Pushpak" with other 
monkeys and proceeded towards his capital of Ayodhya’. (4) 


['Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 
107—to Doha no. 109. 

After the victory in the war and the coronation of Vibhshan as the king of 
Lanka, Lord Ram sent Hanuman to Lanka to bring Sita back to him. She was escorted 
with full royal honours by the guards of Vibhishan. When the Lord saw the 
ceremonial procession, he asked them to bring Sita in an ordinary way and not to 
show any favour to her. This was in line with the Lord’s view that till the exact end of 
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the fourteen year period, they—the Lord himself, his wife Sita and brother Laxman— 
were to live like a hermit. No special treatment should be shown to any of them. 

The meeting of Sita with Lord Ram, however, was clouded by some bitter 
moments. The Lord wished to ensure that no aspersions are cast at a later date on his 
or Sita’s purity and immaculacy of character or their integrity by an evil world which 
is ever eager to jump to scandalous conclusions by explicitly proving to the world that 
Sita was uncorrupt and as chaste and immaculate as she was prior to her abduction by 
Ravana. He did not want tongues wagging and suspicions aroused for no rhyme or 
reason. So it is better to nip the dirty gossiping in the bud right then and there. 

Hence, Lord Ram asked Sita to prove her integrity by the ‘fire test’, which 
means she was to enter a blazing fire and emerge unscathed to prove that she was not 
touched by any evil hands, and was pure and chaste. Of course she did this willingly, 
and the Lord and Sita were united. 

"Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 2 that precedes 
Doha no. 110—to Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 116. 

All the Gods, including the senior ones amongst them such as Brahma the 
creator, Shiva the concluder, Indra the king of Gods, as well as the great sages and 
seers and mystics, who had been following the war on the ground from their stations 
in the sky, revealed themselves to offer their obeisance and prayers to Lord Ram. 


Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 3 that precedes Doha no. 
118—to Chaupai line no. 8 that precedes Doha no. 119. 

Vibhishan filled the air-plane called ‘Pushpak’ with gems and jewels and 
brough it to Lord Ram to pay tribute and to gift it to the Lord. The Lord asked him to 
go to the sky and overturn its contents—i.e. the gems and the jewels—so that the 
monkeys and bears could take what they wanted. 

Then the Lord assembled them and thanked them all for helping him. He 
asked the monkeys and bears to go back home as their own kith and kin would be 
waiting for them. The Lord then expressed his desire to return to his own capital of 
Ayodhya as the time was running out and the period of fourteen years was coming to 
an end. He was worried about Bharat, that if he delayed for even one day Bharat 
would lay down his life as he had vowed in Chitrakoot. Taking the land route back 
home would take a long time; so the only way out was to travel by air on the Pushpak 
plane. 

The chief commanders of the monkey-and-bear army, such as Sugriv, Angad, 
Nal, Neel, Jamvant and Hanuman, as well as Vibhishan, who was the demon king, 
requested the Lord to accompany him. They all boarded the air-plane, and it lifted into 
the sky amidst thunderous applause. | 


wie ferfér wa am Frat 3T, ata fera UR wet TE N y ll 
Hoes sr WA SMT LUT AAT TOT STAT ll S i 


jehi bidhi rama nagara nija a'e. bayasa bisada carita saba ga'e. 5. 
kahési bahori rama abhiseka. pura baranata nrpaniti aneka. 6. 


Kaagbhusund then described how Lord Ram reached Ayodhya’, and sang all other 
mystical and respectful deeds done by the Lord’. (5) 
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After that he described Lord Ram's coronation as the King of Ayodhya’, and his 
rules of polity and ideology as he ruled the kingdom with great righteousness, probity 
and propriety*. (6) 


['Refer: Ram Charit Manas, (i) Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 9 that precedes Doha 
no. 119—to Chaupai line no. 12 that precedes Doha no. 121; and (ii) Uttar Kand, 
Doha no. 4 along with Chaupai line nos. 1-8 that precede it. 

As the air-plane moved towards Ayodhya, Lord Ram showed Sita and all his 
other companions the landmarks on the ground that marked important places during 
the Lord’s journey from Ayodhya to Lanka. 

Once he was over the sky of Ayodhya, he asked Hanuman to assume the form 
of a Brahmin and go to the city to inform Bharat about the Lord’s arrival. Meanwhile, 
as soon as the word spread of the sighting of the plane and the arrival of a messenger 
of the Lord, celebrations broke out in the city. Every citizen rushed out to the outskirts 
of the city where the plane landed on the ground. 


"Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 
5—to Doha no. 11. 

The Lord met his brothers Bharat and Shatrughan, as well as his teacher and 
chief priest of the kingdom, sage Vashistha. Then he met each single citizen of the 
city individually, embraced each one of them and asked for his welfare—which was a 
wonderous and a miraculous feat because hundreds and thousands of them had 
assembled to greet the Lord. Then he entered the city and met his mothers and other 
members of the household. He paid special attention to Kaikeyi and paid his respects 
to her to assuage her feelings and tell her that he harbours no ill-will against her at all. 

The Lord introduced all his companions who had accompanied him from 
Lanka to his brothers and other family members, to sage Vashistha as well as to all his 
ministers, emphasising his gratitude for them and telling them all that it was due to 
them that he had defeated his enemy and come back home alive. This noble gesture of 
thanks-giving and expression of gratitude for monkeys, bears and demons whom the 
Lord called his ‘dear friends’ was appreciated by one and all. 

The city was decorated and lighted up. The gloom and despair of the past 
fourteen years was replaced with joy, merriment, exhilaration, jubilation and 
celebration in great abundance. 


Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 
12—to Chaupai line no. 6 that precedes Doha no. 20. 

Lord Ram was crowned as the Sovereign of the vast empire of Ayodhya. AII 
the great sages and seers of the time had assembled there to bless the Lord, as did the 
Gods including the creator Brahma, the concluder Shiva, and the Vedas, the 
scriptures, in a personified form, to pay their obeisance and reverence to the Lord. 


^Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Lanka Kand, Chaupai line no. 7 that precedes Doha no. 
20—to Doha no. 31. 

Lord Ram ruled the realm in an exemplarily righteous, proper and rightful 
manner in accordance to the principles of Dharma (the laws and regulations that 
govern right action, right deed, right behaviour, right thought and right life). There 
was peace, happiness and prosperity everywhere; no one suffered from diseases or 
want of any thing. All were given justice, treated alike, and all loved their Lord and 
led a righteous life like him.] 
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katha samasta bhusunda bakhani. jo maim tumha sana kahi bhavani. 
suni saba rama katha khaganaha. kahata bacana mana parama uchaha. 4. 


This is how Kaagbhusund narrated the whole sacred life-story of Lord Ram to Garud, 
the king of birds. 

Then Lord Shiva told his consort Parvati, who was also known by the name of 
Bhavani, ‘Oh Bhavani! It was the same story that I have told you!" (7) 

When the king of birds Garud heard the entire story of Lord Ram, he was 
filled with exhilaration and felt very ecstatic. He said to the crow-saint Kaagbhusund 
as follows—(8) 


[Note—'The divine and sacred story of Lord Ram was first conceived in the heart of 
Lord Shiva, and when his consort Parvati approached him to narrate this story to her 
then Lord Shiva described it to her from the beginning to the end. 

Refer: Ram Charit Manas, Baal Kand, (1) Chaupai line nos. 11-12 that precede 
Doha no. 35, and later on at various other places such as (ii) Baal Kand, Chaupai line 
no. 2 that precedes Doha no. 106—to Doha no. 111, and (iii) Baal Kand, Doha no. 
119—to Chaupai line no. 1 that precedes Doha no. 121 where this fact is explicitly 
mentioned.] 


LELLLLLLII 
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Appendix 


About the Author 


Ajai Kumar Chhawchharia left home when he was approximately 29 years of age due 
to an inner call of his heart that told him to devote his life in the service of his beloved 
Lord God, Sri Ram. Worldly attractions did not enchant him at all. So, he didn’t 
marry, and after his father’s death he came and settled permanently in Ayodhya, the 
holy town in India associated with Lord Ram. 


Presently he works as an honorary manager of a world famous Kanak Bhavan Temple 
at Ayodhya, and spends his time writing in English so that the world can access the 
wonderful nectar of metaphysical, spiritual and devotional philosophy that is 
contained in Indian scriptures for which they are so renowned. 


His English Books published separately by a reputed publisher of India, the details of 
whom can be had by contacting the author on his email given below, include: (i) The 
series on ‘108 Upanishads’ in five volumes having eighteen parts, (ii) Veda Vyas’ 
‘Adhyatma Ramayan’ in two parts, (ii) ‘Devi Puran Ramayan’, (iv) Valmiki's 
* Adbhut Ramayan’, and (v) ‘Biography of Lord Ram’ based on Tulsidas’ books. 


Genre of Writing: Spiritualism, Philosophy, Metaphysics, Religious, Devotional and 
Theological. 


The author's Books are available for order online both in ‘e-book’ format and ‘paper- 
back book’ format at following websites 
(a) www.amazon.com (in their ‘kindle’ + ‘paper-back book’ versions), 

(b) www.pothi.com (in ‘paper-back book’ + ‘e-book’ versions), 

(c) www.draft2digital.com (in ‘e-book’ version) through the following platforms: (i) 
Apple (ibooks), (11) Barnes & Noble (nook), (iii) Kobo, (iv) Page Foundry, (v) Scribd, 
(vi) Tolino etc. :-- 








(A) List of Books that are currently available as mentioned above :- 


(A-1) (1) The Chariot of God: Dharma Rath; (2) OM and Naad; (3) YOGA—Its 
Practice and Philosophy according to the Upanishads; (4) Ram Geeta; (5) The 
Revelation of Creation—as envisioned in the Upanishads; (6) The Pentagon of 
Creation: As Expounded in the Upanishads; (7) The Triumvirate of Creation; (8) 
Maya: The Whirlpool of Delusions in Creation; (9) Surdas-Ram Charitawali; (10-a) 
The legend of Lord Shiva: Book | ‘Lord Shiva’s marriage with Parvati’; (10-b) Book 
2 ‘Lord Shiva’s Sacred Hymns’; (10-c) Book 3 ‘Shiva’s different names & their 
significance, Shiva Puran, Upanishads’; (11) the Mahavakyas of the Upanishads; (13) 
Lord Ram’s marriage with Sita (based on Tulsidas’ books “Ram Charit Manas”, 
“Janki Mangal”, “Ram Lala Nahachu" & “Geetawali’”, and sage Veda Vyas’ book 
“Adhyatma Ramayan”; (14) “Anthology of Sacred Hymns, Stotras & Mantras of Lord 
Ram"; (15) “Vairagya Shatkam" of king-sage Bhartrihari; (16) An Anthology of the 
Sanyas Upanishads-Parts 1 and 2; (17) “Kaag-Bhusund Ramayan” or the “Aadi 
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Ramayan” based on Tulsidas’ Ram Charit Manas; (18) The Legendary Glory of 
Hanuman; (19) “Narad Bhakti Sutra"—Aphorisms for Devotion for God and the 
Principles of Love for the Lord; (20) “Shandilya Bhakti Sutra"—Aphorisms for 
Devotion for God and the Principles of Love for the Lord according to the illustrious 
sage Shandilya; (21) “Bhakti Sutra Mala"—4A Garland of Spiritual Wisdom in the 
form of an Anthology of Aphorisms pertaining to Bhakti or devotion, love and 
affection for Lord God; (22) Glory of Lord Ram's Holy Name, Sacred Mantras, 
Stotras & Hymns; (23) Saints and Non-Saints: Their Distinguishing Characters and 
Qualities; (24) A True Guru (Qualities, Importance and Need of a True Teacher, 
Preceptor, Guide and Advisor); (25) “Sundar Kand" of Ram Charit Manas; (26) The 
Story of Ravana and the Epic War of Lanka—Told in Slow Motion (based on, and 
will have the full relevant Text of, Ram Charit Manas, Adhyatma Ramayan, Anand 
Ramayan, Geetawali Ramayan, and Kavitawali Ramayan); (27) The Great Ancient 
Sages, Seers, Saints and Enlightened Kings of India; (28) The Metaphor of the Hansa 
in the Upanishads: The symbolism of a Grand Swan used to explain the wisdom of 
spiritual and metaphysical principles by the Upanishads. 








(A-2) Goswami Tulsidas Series: (1) Book 1- *Dohawali'; (2) Book 2- ‘Parvati 
Mangal’; (3) Book 3- 'Kavitawali'; (4) Book 4- ‘Janki Mangal’; (5) Book 5- ‘Ram 
Lala Nahachu’; (6) Book 6- ‘Geetawali Ramayan’; (7) Book 7- *Vairagya Sandipani'; 
(8) Book 8- ‘Vinai Patrika’; (9) *Barvai Ramayan’. 


(B) The following Books have been published in *Printed-Book Deluxe Editions’ by a 
reputed Indian Publisher (details given below) : 

1. Detailed English renderings, with explanatory notes and commentaries of 
the 108 Upanishads classified according to the Vedic tradition = 6 volumes; 18 parts. 
[Vol. 1=Rig Veda Upanishads; Vol. 2= Sam Veda Upanishads; Vol. 3= Shukla Yajur 
Veda Upanishads; Vol. 4= Krishna Yajur Veda Upanishads; Vol. 5= Atharva Veda 
Upanishads; Vol. 6= Vedanta Concepts explained with specific references to the 
relevant Upanishads. | 

2. English rendering of Adbhut Ramayan by sage Valmiki. 

3. English rendering of Adhyatma Ramayan by sage Veda Vyas. 

4. English rendering of Devi Puran’s Ramayan by sage Veda Vyas. 

5. A Divine Biography of Lord Ram & Glory of Lord’s Holy Name. 

Name and contact of Publisher of above Printed Books listed under (C): 
Chaukhamba Publishing House, Delhi. [Sri Neeraj Gupta. ] 
Email < chaukhambapublishinghouse@gmail.com > 
< chaukhamba_neerj@yahoo.com > 

Postal Address: 4697/2, Street no. 21-A, (HDFC Bank wali Galli), 
Ansari Road, Darayaganj, Delhi— 110002. 

Phone: Mobile (Neeraj Gupta)}—+919811133683 
Office: 011-23286537; 011-32996391 








(C) Book under preparation: 

A full-blown English rendering of Tulsidas’ epic ‘Ram Charit Manas’ is under 
preparation. It will be a unique Book and an elaborate one, as it would run into many 
thousands of pages that would endeavour to explain each single verse of Ram Charit 
Manas in detail from different perspectives, with the aid of explanatory notes and 
references. 
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